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FB0GEEDIKG6  JN  THE  SENATE. 


IfoKDAT,  December  8, 188S. 
MeeUon  qfPrettdmt  pro  ten. 

At  12  o'clock,  the  Senate  was  called  to  order 
hy  the  Seoretarj,  Kr.  Lowbkc,  (the  Yiob  Fkesi- 
DBNT  beW  absent,  «id  the  President  pro  tem- 
pore, lAzawKLL,  harisg  resigned  hu  seat  in 
the  Senate,)  and  tliirty-two  members  appearing 
in  tfatir  seata  and  tiiere  being  a  qaoranit 
Hr.  Suin,  of  JEaryland,  moved  to  proceed  to 
the  election  of  Fiwdent  pro  tempore,  which 
was  agreed  to. 

The  Hoti.  Hdob  L.  'Whitb,  of  Tennessee,  hav- 
ing received  a  m^oritj  of  all  tiie  votes,  was 
declared  dnlj  elected  Fresident  of  the  Senate, 
pro  tempore,  and  beiog  oondacted  to  the  chair 
by  Mr.  Ttleb,  of  Virginia,  returned  his  ac- 
knowledgments to  the  Senate,  as  foUows: 

To  the  members  of  the  Senate  I  tender  my 
cere  acknowledgments  for  the  distinguished  honor 
conferred  by  their  vote. 

Mo  peraon  who  has  been  bo  long  a  member  of  this 
body  could  have  been  selected  who  baa  made  the 
rules  of  its  proceediaes  leas  an  olject  of  his  study. , 
This  drcumstance  wUfmaJiie  my  errors  more  numer- . 
ons  than  might  be  antidpated,  and  will  throw  me 
oftener  on  the  lund  indulgence  of  the  Senate. 

Whatever  my  errors  may  be,  I  have  the  consola- 
tion of  knowing  that  they  can  be  revised  and  cor- 
rected at  tba  instance  of  any  member;  and  I  beg 
erery  one  to  bdieve  that  so  m  from  fedin^  hurt  at 
the  correctness  of  my  decirions  being  questioned,  it 
will  be  matter  of  gratification  that  the  sense  of  ^e 
Senate  may  be  taken  in  every  instance  when  it  may 
be  supposed  I  am  mistaken. 

Whatever  industry  and  attention  can  do  towards 
removing  dsfteta  la  qnaliflcations  I  promise  shall 
be  dime,  and  I  shall  take  the  ch«r,  determined  that 
in  anxious  deure  to  do  that  which  is  just  towards 
every  member,  and  that  which  will  most  promote 
the  correct  discharge  of  the  important  bomiesB  we 
may  hare  to  perform,  I  will  not  be  exceeded  by  any 
who  have  preceded  me. 


On  motion  It  was  ordered  that  messages 
oommonicatiDg  the  election  of  Mr.  WnrrB  as 
President  pro  tempore,  be  sent  to  the  House  of 
Kepreaent^vea,  and  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States. 

Messrs.  Gbttkdt  and  FBSLHTOiruTeEN  were 
amx^ted  on  the  Joint  Committee,  to  wait  on 
the  President  of  ttte  United  States,  and  inform 
him  of  the  readiness  of  the  two  Houses  to  re- 
ceive from  him  any  ctxnmnnication. 


TuxBDiT,  December  i. 

The  sitting  to-day  was  occupied  in  receiving 
and  reading  the  President's  Message  as  follows : 

Fellow  Oituunt  of  the  SenaU 

and  Houts  of  Seprtuntativet : 
It  ^ves  me  pleasure  to  congratulate  yon  upon 
your  return  to  the  seat  of  Oovemment,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  dlsehargiOB  your  duties  to  the  people  of  the 
Umted  States.  Although  the  pestilence  which  had 
traversed  the  Old  World  baa  entered  our  limits,  and 
extended  its  ravages  over  much  of  onr  land,  It  has 
pleased  Almighty  God  to  mitigate  its  severity,  and 
lessen  the  number  of  its  victims,  compared  with 
those  who  have  iallen  In  most  other  countries  over 
which  it  has  spread  its  terrors.  Notwithstanding 
this  vidtation,  out  country  presents,  on  every  ude, 
maifci  of  prosperity  and  hapi^ess,  imequalled,  per^ 
haps,  in  anjr  other  portion  of  the  world.  If  we 
fliUy  appreciate  our  comparative  condition,  existing 
causes  of  discontent  will  appear  unworthy  of  atten- 
tion, and,  with  hearts  of  thankfulness  to  that  Divine 
Being  who  has  filled  our  cup  of  prosperity,  we  shall 
feel  oar  resolution  strengthened  to  preserve  and 
hand  down  to  posterity  that  liberty  and  that  union 
which  we  have  received  from  our  nthers,  and  which 
constitate  the  sources  and  the  shield  of  all  oar 
blessinga. 

The  relations  of  our  country  continue  to  present 
the  same  picture  of  amicable  intercourse  that  I  bad 
the  satisfaction  to  hold  up  to  your  view  at  the  open- 
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log  of  70ur  lut  seasion.  The  same  Mendl;  profea- 
riona,  the  same  denre  to  participate  ta  our  flonrigh- 
ing  commerce,  the  same  diapoMUoa  to  refrain  from 
ii^uriea  oniDtentionally  offered,  are,  vith  few  ex- 
ooptions,  evinced  br  aU  nationa  with  vhom  we  have 
May  interconrss.'  ThlB  desirable  state  of  things  nuy 
be  iiialiil7  ascribed  to  onr  ondeTiaUng  pnu^e  of 
the  rule  which  has  long  guided  onr  national  poUcj, 
to  require  no  exclusive  privilegea  in  commerce,  and 
to  grant  none.  It  is  daily  producing  its  beoeflclal 
^ect,  ia  the  respect  shown  to  our  flag,  the  protec- 
tion of  ottr  oiciseoa  and  thwr  property  abroad,  and 
in  the  inoreaM  of  onr  nafigatioDjUid  the  extendon 
of  our  merctnUk  tolerations,  llie  letnms  wfaloh 
liave  been  made  out  since  we  last  met  will  sbow  an 
increase  during  the  last  preceding  year  of  more  than 
80,000  tons  in  our  shipping,  and  of  near  fbrty  mil- 
Uons  of  dollars  in  tbe  aggregate  nS  oar  bnpwti  and 
exports. 

Nor  have  we  leas  reason  to  ftlldtate  outsdTea  on 
the  poeltlon  of  onr  poUUeal  than  of  our  commerdal 
concerns.  They  remun  in  the  state  in  which  they 
were  when  I  last  addressed  you — a  state  of  prosper- 
ity and  peace,  the  effect  of  a  wise  attention  to  the 
parting  advice  of  the  revered  father  of  his  conntry 
on  this  subject  condensed  Into  a  maxim  for  the  use 
of  posterity  by  one  of  his  most  ^tingoiehed  suo- 
oessors,  to  cultivate  free  commerce  and  honest 
frieodsidp  with  all  nations,  but  to  make  entangling 
alliances  with  none.  A  strict  adherence  to  this 
policy  has  kept  us  aloof  from  the  perplexing  ques- 
tions that  now  agitate  the  Buropean  world,  and 
have  more  than  once  deluged  those  countries  with 
blood.  Should  those  scenes  unfortunately  recur, 
the  parties  to  the  contest  may  count  on  a  £uthful 
performance  of  the  duties  inonmbent  on  us  as  a 
neutral  nation,  and  onr  dtizena  may  equally  rely  on 
the  firm  assertion  of  their  neutral  ririits. 

With  the  nation  that  was  our  eariiest  friend  and 
ally  in  the  infancy  of  our  political  existence,  the 
most  friendly  relations  have  subsisted  through  the 
late  revolutions  of  its  Qovernment,  ud,  from  the 
events  of  the  last,  promise  a  permanent  duration. 
It  has  made  an  approxlmatiim  in  some  of  its  politi- 
cal institutions  ^  onr  own,  and  ndsed  a  monarch  to 
the  throne,  who  preserves,  it  is  said,  a  friendly 
recollection  <^  the  period  during  which  he  acquired 
among  our  citizens  the  high  consideration  tliat  could 
then  have  been  produced  by  his  personal  qualifica- 
tions alone. 

Our  commerce  with  that  nation  Is  gradually  as- 
Buming  a  mntually  beneficial  character,  and  the  ad- 
justment of  the  mims  of  onr  citizens  has  removed 
the  only  obstacle  there  was  to  an  intercourse  not 
only  lucrative,  but  iwodnettTe  of  Kterary  and  sci- 
entific improvement. 

From  Great  Britun  I  have  the  satisfiiction  to  in- 
form you  that  I  continue  to  receive  assurances  of 
the  most  amicable  disposition,  which  have,  on  my 
part,  on  all  proper  occauons,  been  promptly  and 
sincerely  reciprocated.  The  attention  of  that  Gov- 
ernment has  latterly  been  so  much  engrossed  by 
matters  of  a  deeply  interesting  domestic  character 
that  we  could  not  press  upon  it  the  renewal  of  ne- 
gotiations which  had  been  unfortunately  broken  off 
Dy  the  unexpected  recall  of  our  Uiniater,  who  had 
commenced  them  witb  some  hopes  of  Bueoess.  Uy 
neat  olgect  was  the  settlement  of  questions  which, 
Uiougfa  now  dormant,  might  bere^ter  be  revived 
under  tdroumstances  .that  would  endanger  the  good 
nnderatanding  which  it  la  the  interest  (tf  botlipar- 
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ties  to  preserve  inviolate,  cemented,  as  it  la,  by  a 
community  of  language,  manners,  and  sodal  hauta^ 
and  by  the  high  obUgations  we  owe  to  our  British 
ancestors  for  many  of  our  most  valuable  Institu* 
tions,  and  for  that  system  of  representetive  Oovem- 
ment  which  has  enabled  us  to  preserve  and  improve 
them. 

The  question  of  our  yorth-eastem  boundary  still 
remains  unsettled.  In  my  last  annual  Message  I 
explained  to  you  the  situation  in  wtuch  I  found  that 
business  on  my  coming  into  office,  and  tixe  measures 
I  thought  it  my  duty  to  pursue. for  asserting  the 
righte  of  the  United  Sutes  before  the  Sovereign 
who  had  been  chosen  by  my  predeceaeor  to  deter* 
mine  the  question;  and,  also,  the  manner  in  which 
he  had  disposed  of  it  A  spedal  message  to  the 
Senate  in  their  executive  capacity,  afterwards 
brought  before  them  the  question,  whether  they 
would  advise  a  aubmiairion  to  the  oj^on  of  the 
sovereign  arUter.  ThtA  body  having  conddered 
the  awud  as  not  obligatory,  and  adi^sed  me  to 
open  a  further  negotiation,  the  proposition  was  im- 
mediately made  to  the  British  Government :  but 
the  circumstances  to  which  I  have  alluded,  have 
hitherto  prevented  any  answer  being  given  to  the 
overture.  Early  attention,  however,  baa  been 
promised  to  the  subject,  and  every  effort,  on  my 
part,  will  be  made  for  a  satis&ctory  settlement  oi 
this  qoestion,  interesting  te  the  Union  generally, 
and  partloulariy  so  to  one  of  its  members. 

The  claims  of  our  citizens  on  Spain  are  not  yet 
acknowledged.  On  a  closer  investigation  of  them 
tlian  appears  to  have  heretofore  token  place,  it  was 
discovered  that  some  of  these  demands,  however 
strong  they  might  be  upon  the  equity  of  that  Gov- 
ernment, were  not  auch  as  eonld  be  made  the  sub* 
ject  of  national  Interference.  And,  Uthfhl  to  the 
prina|de  of  asking  nothing  bnt  what  was  clearly 
right,  additional  mstmctions  have  been  sent  to 
modify  our  demands,  so  as  to  embrace  those  only 
On  wtdcb,  acconUng  to  the  laws  of  nations,  we  had 
a  strict  r^^  to  insist.  An  IneviUble  delay  in  pro- 
curing the  docnmente  necessary  fitr  thia  review  of 
the  merits  of  these  elalma,  retarded  this  operatic, 
until  an  unfortunate  malady  which  has  afflicted  his 
Gatiiolio  MajMty,  prevented  an  examination  of 
them.  Being  now,  for  the  first  time,  presented  In 
an  unexceptionable  form.  It  is  eonftdentlj  hoped 
^  aj^dioation  will  be  suooeesfuL 

I  have  the  aatisEution  to  inform  yon  that  the  ap- 
plication I  directed  to  be  made  tor  the  delivery  of  a 
part  of  the  archives  of  Horida,  which  had  been  car- 
ried to  the  Havana,  has  produced  a  royal  order  for 
their  delivery,  and  that  measures  have  been  taken 
to  procure  its  executiou. 

By  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  Stete,  coram  a- 
nicated  to  you  on  the  26th  of  June  last,  you  were 
informed  of  the  condition^  reduction  obtained  by 
the  Minister  of  the  United  Stetes  at  Madrid,  of  the 
duties  on  tonnage  levied  on  American  diipi^ng  in 
the  ports  of  Spain.  The  condition  of  that  reduc- 
'  tion  having  been  complied  with  on  our  part,  by  the 
act  passed  the  ISth  of  July  last,  I  have  the  satisfitc- 
tion  to  inform  you  that  our  ships  now  pay  no 
er  nor  other  duties  in  the  continental  ports  of  ^wn 
than  are  levied  on  thdr  national  vessels. 

The  demands  against  Portugal  fbr  Illegal  captures 
in  the  blockade  of  Tercelra,  have  been  allowed  to 
the  full  amount  of  the  accounts  presented  by  the 
cWmante,  and  paynunt  was  promised  to  be  made 
ia  thiee  iDatalnienta.  The  fizat  of  thaie  baa  been 
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Cid;  the  second,  ftlthoagb  due,  had  not,  at  the 
to  of  DOT  last  advices,  beed  recdred,  owing,  it 
was  alleged,  to  embairaasmentB  in  the  fiouioefl,  con- 
sequent on  the  <d^  war  in  which  that  uatloD  is  en- 

paTmenta  stipakted  by  the  Convendon  with 
Denmark  hare  bcwn  pvuctnally  made,  and  the 
amount  is' read;  for  distributioo  among  the  claim- 
ants,  as  soon  as  the  Board  now  Bitting  abaU  hare 
performed  their  functions. 

I  regret  that,  b;  the  lost  advices  from  our  Charge 
d*Af&ires  at  Kajdes,  that  OoTemment  had  still  de- 
Jaject  the  satiafactioo  due  to  onr  citizens ;  but  at 
tlut  date  the  efEbet  of  the  last  instructions  was  not 
known.  Despatches  ftom  thence  are  hourly  ex- 
pected, and  the  result  will  be  oommnnicated  to  jon 
whhout  delay. 

With  the  rest  of  Europe  oar  relations,  poUtical 
and  commerdal,  remain  unclianged.  Ne^tiations 
are  going  on,  to  put  on  a  permanent  basis  the  lib- 
eral mtem  of  commerce  now  carried  on  between 
US  and  the  Eminre  of  Buaoa.  The  tteaty  Mnduded 
with  Anatria  i  executed  by  His  Imperial  U^Mj 
with  the  most  perfect  good  faith  ;  and,  as  we  nave 
no  diplomatic  agent  at  hia  court,  he  personally  in- 
quired into,  and  corrected,  a  proceeding  of  some  of 
hh  subaltern  officers,  to  the  iqjory  irf  oar  Gonaul  in 
(Mie  of  his  ports. 

Onr  treaty  irith  the  Sublime  Porte  is  prodoeing 
its  expected  effects  on  our  commerce.  New  mar- 
kets are  opeidng  for  our  commoditiefl,  and  a  more 
extennre  range  for  the  em|4oyment  of  our  ships. 
A  dight  augmentation  of  the  duties  on  our  com- 
merce, incon^stent  with  the  spirit  of  the  treaty,  bad 
been  imposed ;  but,  on  the  representation  of  our 
Cbarg6  d'Ailaires,  it  has  been  [vomptly  withdrawn, 
and  we  now  enjoy  the  trade  and  naTlgation  of-  the 
Black  Sea,  and  of  all  the  ports  belonging  to  the 
Turkish  Eminre  and  Asia,  on  the  most  perffact 
equality  with  all  foreign  nations. 

I  wi^  eameetly  that,  in  announcing  to  yon  the 
continuance  of  Menddiip  and  the  increase  of  a 
profitable  commercial  intercourse  with  Hexioo, 
whh  Central  America,  and  the  States  of  the  South, 
I  could  accompany  it  with  the  assnranoe  that  they 
all  are  blessed  with  that  internal  tranquillity  and 
foreign  peace  which  their  heroio  devotion  to  the 
cause  of  their  Independence  merits.  In  Mexico,  a 
Bangninary  struggle  is  now  carried  on,  which  has 
eaosed  some  embarrassment  to  oar  commerce ;  but 
both  parties  profess  the  most  friendly  disposition 
towaraos.  To  the  temnnation  of  this  contest  we 
look  fbr  tiie  establishment  of  that  secure  faitercoorse 
BO  necessary  to  nations  whose  territories  are  con- 
tignoos.  How  important  it  will  be  to  us  we  may 
calculate  from  the  fact,  that,  even  in  this  unfavora- 
ble  state  of  things,  our  maritime  commerce  has  In- 
creased, and  an  Internal  trade  by  caravans,  from 
Bl  Lonia  to  Banta  Tvy  under  the  protection  of  es- 
corts fbmished  by  ^le  Government,  is  carried  on  to 
great  advantage,  and  is  daily  increasing.  The 
sgents  provided  for,  by  the  treaty  with  this  power, 
to  dengnate  the  boundaries  which  it  established, 
have  been  named  on  our  part;  bat  one  of  the  evils 
of  the  dvil  war  now  raging  there  has  been  that  the 
appmntment  of  thoae  wttm  whom  they  were  to  co- 
operate has  not  yet  been  annoonoed  to  us. 

The  Oovemment  of  Central  America  has  expelled 
from  its  territory  the  party  which  some  time  idnce 
dMnrbed  its  peace.  Dearons  of  fostering  a  &TomUe 
(fiopositfon  towards  as,  which  has  on  mora  than  one 


occasion  been  evinced  by  this  interesting  country, 
I  made  a  second  attempt  in  this  year  to  establirfi  a 
diplomatic  intercourse  with  them,  but  the  death  of 
the  distinguished  citizen  whom  I  had  appointed  for 
that  pnrpofle,  has  retarded  the  execution  of  measuree 
from  wUoh  I  hoped  much  advantage  to  onr  com- 
merce. The  onion  of  the  three  States  which  fbrm- 
ed  the  Bepublic  of  Colombia  has  been  dissolved ; 
but  they  bU,  it  is  believed,  consider  themselves  as 
separately  bound  by  the  l^ty  which  was  made  in 
their  federal  capacity.  The  Minister  accredited  to 
the  Federation  continues  in  that  character  near  the 
Government  of  New  Granada,  and  hopes  were  en- 
tertained that  a  new  Union  would  be  formed  be- 
tween the  separate  States,  at  least  for  the  purposes 
of  foreign  intercourse,  (hir  Minister  has  been  In- 
structed to  use  his  good  offices,  whenever  they  shall 
be  desired,  to  produce  the  re-union  so  much  to  be 
widied,  for  the  domestic  tranquillity  of  the  parties, 
and  the  security  and  fiidUty  of  foreign  commerce. 

Some  agitations,  naturally  attendant  on  an  in&nt 
reign,  have  prevailed  in  the  empire  of  Brazil,  which  * 
have  had  the  usual  effect  upon  commerdal  opera- 
tions ;  and  while  they  suspended  the  consideration 
of  cl^ms  created  on  sindlar  ocoafflons,  they  have 
^ren  rise  to  new  complunts  on  the  part  of  our  cit- 
izens. A  proper  consideration  for  calamities  and 
diffloulties  of  this  nature  has  made  us  less  urgent 
and  perenq[4ory  in  oar  demands  for  jnatue  than 
duty  to  onr  f^w*dtizens  would,  nnder  other  oir^ 
cumstances,  have  required.  But  their  claims  are 
not  ne^eoted,  and  will  on  all  proper  oooadons  be 
urged,  and,  it  is  hoped,  with  effect. 

I  refrain  from  making  any  communication  on  the 
subject  of  our  affurs  with  Buenos  Ayres,  because 
tiie  negotiation  commnnioatod  to  you  in  my  last  an- 
nual Message  was,  at  the  date  of  our  last  advices, 
still  pending,  and  in  a  state  that  would  render  a 
publication  of  the  details  inexpedient. 

A  Treaty  of  Amity  and  Commerce  has  been  form- 
ed with  the  Republic  of  Chili,  which,  if  approved  by 
the  Senate,  will  be  laid  before  you.  That  Govern- 
ment seems  to  be  established,  and  at  peace  with  Its 
neighbors ;  and  its  ports  being  the  resorts  of  our 
ships  which  are  employed  in  uie  highly  important 
tnda  of  fisheries,  tnis  commercial  convention  can- 
not but  be  of  groat  advantage  to  our  fellow-citizens 
enosged  in  that  perilous  but  profitable  busisesB. 

Our  commerce  with  the  neighboring  State  of 
Pern,  owing  to  the  onerous  dutiea  levied  on  our 
prindpal  articles  of  export,  has  been  on  the  decline, 
and  dl  endeavors  to  procure  an  alteration  have 
hitherto  proved  fh^tless.  With  Bolivia  we  have 
yet  no  diplomatic  intercourse,  and  the  continued 
contests  carried  on  between  it  and  Peru  have  made 
me  defer,  until  a  more  fkvorable  period,  the  ap- 
pointment of  any  agent  for  that  pnrpoee. 

An  act  of  atrocious  piracy  having  been  commit- 
ted on  one  of  our  tradhig  ships  by  the  inliabitants 
of  a  setdement  on  the  west  coast  of  Sumatra,  a 
frigate  was  deapatohed  with  orders  to  demand  sat- 
isCftction  for  the  iigurv,  if  those  who  committed  it 
should  be  found  members  of  a  regular  government, 
capable  of  maintaining  the  usual  relations  with  for- 
eign nations ;  but  if^  as  it  was  supposed,  and  as 
they  proved  to  be,  they  were  n  band  of  lawlcBs  id- 
rates,  to  inflict  such  a  chastisement  as  would  deter 
them  and  others 'from  like  aggreseions.  His  last 
was  done,  and  the  effect  haa  been  an  increased  re- 
spect for  our  flag  in  those  distant  aeaa,  and  nddi- 
tUBul  aecniity  for  our  commerce. 
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la  the  view  I  hftve  giren  of  our  connedjon  with 
fordgn  powers,  allumons  have  been  made  to  their 
domestic  disturbances  or  foreign  vara,  to  their  reT- 
olutiona  or  dlBsenaions.  It  may  be  proper  to  ob- 
serve that  this  is  done  solely  in  cases  where  those 
erenti  afbet  oar  pcriltioal  rduttions  with  them,  or  to 
diow  thtSt  operauoD  on  our  commerce.  Further 
than  tliis  it  is  neither  our  policy  nor  oar  right  to 
interfere.  Oar  best  wishes  on  all  occasions,  oar 
good  offices  when  required,  will  be  afforded  to  pro- 
mote the  domestic  tranquillity  and  foreign  peace  of 
aU  nations  with  whom  we  have  any  uitercoarse. 
Any  intervention  In  their  aflUrs  flirther  than  this, 
even  by  the  expresrion  of  an  oflQctal  of^oionf  is  con- 
trary to  oar  iwinciplefl  of  international  policy,  and 
vOl  always  be  avcnded. 

The  report  which  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
will,  in  due  time,  lay  before  you,  will  exhibit  the  nsr 
tional  finances  in  a  highly  prosperous  state.  Owing 
to  the  contlQued  success  of  our  commerdal  enter- 
prise, which  has  enabled  the  merchants  to  fulfil 
their  engi^ments  with  the  Government,  the  re- 
ceipts from  customs  during  the  year  will  exceed  the 
esumate  presented  at  the  last  sesrion ;  and,  with 
the  other  means  of  the  Treasury,  will  prove  fully 
adequate,  not  only  to  meet  the  increased  expendi- 
tures resulting  from  the  large  appropriations  made 
by  Congress,  but  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  all 
the  pubUo  dwt  which  is  at  present  redeemable.  It 
is  now  estimated  that  the  customs  will  yield  to  the 
Treasury,  during  the  present  year,  upwards  of 
twenty-eight  mimons  of  dollara.  The  public  lands, 
however,  have  proved  less  productive  than  was  an- 
ticipated, and,  according  to  present  information, 
will  not  much  exceed  two  millions.  The  expendi- 
tures for  all  objects  other  than  the  public  debt  are 
Mtlmated  to  amount,  during  the  year,  to  about  six- 
teen millions  and  a  half,  while  a  still  larger  sum, 
viz.,  eighteen  millions  of  dollars,  will  have  been 
applied  to  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  public 
debt. 

It  is  expected,  however,  that,  in  consequence  of 
the  reduced  ratesof  duty  which  wilt  take  effect  after 
the  8d  of  March  next,  there  will  be  a  coosiderable 

falling  off  in  the  revenue  from  customs  in  the  year 
1833.  It  Till,  nevertheless,  l>e  amply  sufficient  to 
provide  for  all  the  wants  of  the  public  service,  esti- 
mated even  upon  a  liberal  scale,  and  for  the  re- 
demption and  purchase  of  the  remainder  of  the 
pnUio  debt  On  the  first  of  January  next  the  en- 
tire public  debt  of  the  United  States,  fhnded  and 
unftmded,  will  be  reduced  to  within  a  fraction  of 
seven  millioas  of  dollars,  of  which  (2,227,868  are 
not  of  ri^t  redeemable  until  the  1st  of  January, 
1884,  and  $i,1&B,2W  not  until  the  2d  of  Jan- 
uary, 18SS.  The  Commisdoners  of  the  inking 
Fund,  however,  being  invested  with  full  authority 
to  purchase  the  debt  at  the  market  price,  and  the 
means  of  the  Treasury  being  am^,  it  may  be  hoped 
that  the  whole  wHl  be  extingui^ed  within  Uie  year 
1888. 

I  cannot  too  cordially  congratulate  Congress  and 
my  fellow-citiiens  on  the  near  approach  of  that 
memorable  and  happy  event,  the  extinction  of  the 
public  debt  of  this  great  and  free  nation.  Faithful 
to  the  wise  and  pafcriotio  policy  marked  out  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  country  for  this  olgect,  the  pres- 
ent Administration  has  devoted  to  it  all  the  means 
which  a  flourishing  commerce  has  supplied,  and  a 
prudent  economy  preserved,  for  the  publio  Treas- 
ury. Within  the  four  yean  fto  whlcii  the  people 
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have  confided  the  Executive  power  to  my  charge, 
fifty-eight  millions  of  dollars  will  have  been  applied 
to  the  payment  of  the  public  debt.  That  tbda  has 
been  accomplished  without  stinting  the  expend- 
itures for  all  other  proper  otfjects,  will  be  seen  by 
referring  to  the  liberal  provision  made  during  the 
same  period  for  the  suj^rt  and  increase  of  our 
means  of  maritime  and  nulitary  defence,  for  inter- 
nal improvements  of  a  national  ehazacter,  for  the 
removal  and  preservation  of  the  bidians,  and  lastiy, 
for  the  gallant  veterans  of  the  Revolution. 
-  The  final  removal  of  this  great  burden  from  our 
reBonrces,  affords  the  means  of  flirther  provtsfam 
ibr  all  the  otfjects  of  general  welfare  and  pnbllo  de> 
fence  whieh  the  constitution  authorizes,  and  pre- 
sents the  occasion  for  such  farther  reduction  in  the 
revenue  as  may  not  be  required  for  them.  From- 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  it  will 
be  seen  that  after  the  present  year  such  a  reduction 
may  be  made  to  a  conaderable  extent;  and  the 
subject  is  earnestiy  recommended  to  the  considera- 
tion of  Congress,  in  the  hope  tibat  the  combined 
wisdom  of  the  Representatives  of  the  peoj^e  will 
devise  such  means  of  effecting  that  salutary  object 
as  may  remove  those  burdens  which  shall  be  found 
to  fall  unequally  upon  any,  and  as  may  promote  all 
the  great  tnleresta  of  the  commuaity. 

Long  and  patient  reflection  has  strengthened  the 
opiniouB  I  have  heretofore  expressed  to  Congroee 
on  this  subject,  and  I  deem  it  my  duty,  on  the  pies' 
ent  occasion,  again  to  urge  them  upon  the  attention 
of  tiie  Le^siature.  The  soundest  maxims  of  publio 
policy,  and  the  principles  upon  which  our  Republi- 
can institutions  are  founded,  recommend  a  proper 
adaptation  of  the  revenue  to  the  expenditure,  and 
they  also  require  that  the  expenditure  shall  be  hm- 
ited  to  what,  by  an  eoonomiral  administrmtion,  shall 
be  consistent  with  the  simpliuty  of  the  Oovem- 
ment,  and  necessary  to  an  effident  publio  service. 
In  effecting  this  adjustment  it  is  due,  in  justice  to 
the  interests  of  the  difl^rent  States,  and  even  to  the 
preservation  of  tiie  Union  itseli^  that  the  protection 
afibrded  by  existing  laws  to  any  branebee  of  the 
national  industry  should  not  exceed  what  may  be 
necessary  to  counteract  the  regulations  of  forugn 
nations,  and  to  secure  a  supply  of  those  articles  of 
manufacture  essential  to  the  national  independence 
and  safety  in  time  of  war.  If,  upon  investigation, 
it  shall  be  found,  as  it  is  believed  it  will  be,  that  the 
legislative  protection  granted  to  any  partioidar  in- 
terest ia  greater  than  is  indispensably  requldte  fbr 
these  objects,  I  recommend  that  it  be  gradually  ^• 
minished,  and  that,  as  far  as  may  be  consistent  with 
these  objects,  the  whole  scheme  of  duties  be  re- 
duced to  the  revenue  standard  as  soon  as  a  just  re- 
gard to  the  faith  of  the  Government,  and  to  the 
preservation  of  the  large  capital  invested  in  estab- 
lishments of  domestic  industry,  will  permit. 

That  manufactures  adequate  to  the  siqiply  of  oar 
domestic  consumption  would,  in  the  abeMct,  be 
beneficial  to  our  country,  there  is  no  reason  to 
doubt ;  and  to  effect  their  establishment,  there  is 
perhaps,  no  American  citizen  who  would  not,  for  a 
while,  be  willing  to  pay  a  higher  price  for  them. 
But,  for  this  purpoee,  it  is  presumed  that  a  tariff  of 
hig^  du&a,  designed  for  perpetual  protection,  has 
entered  into  tiie  mindB  of  but  few  of  our  statesmen. 
The  most  they  have  anticipated  Is  a  temporary 
and  generally  incidental  protection,  which  they 
mainudn  has  the  effect  to  raduce  the  price,  by  do- 
mestic oompetiUon,  below  that  of  tiie  foreign  artU 
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da.  lixperience,  faoveTer^  onr  best  gidde  on  tl^ 
M  on  other  sabjecta,  makes  H  doubtful  whether  the 
adTaDtagea  of  this  syitein  are  not  cooaterbalaiiced 
b7  many  erllB,  and  whether  it  does  not  tend  to  lie- 
get,  in  the  minds  of  a  large  portion  of  oor  country- 
men, ft  spdrit  of  discontent  aod  Jealousy  dangerous 
to  the  stab&ity  of  the  \Tnioa. 

What  then  shall  be  done?  Large  Interests  have 
grown  np  under  the  Implied  pledge  of  our  National 
Legislation,  which  it  wonld  seem  a  violation  of  pah- 
lic  fiuth  suddenly  to  abandon.  KotUng  coold  Jus- 
tify it  but  the  pnblio  safety,  which  is  me  supreme 
law.  But  those  who  have  Tested  their  caf^tal  in 
maot&ctoring  estabUdunenta  cannot  expect  that 
the  people  wul  continue  permanently  to  pay  high 
taxes  tot  their  benefit  when  the  money  u  not  re- 
quired for  any  legitimate  purpose  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  tiie  Government.  Is  it  not  enough  that 
the  high  duties  have  been  pud  as  long  as  the  mo- 
ney arising  from  them  could  be  applied  to  the  com- 
mon bmefit  in  the  eztiogalBhment  of  the  pubUo 
debt? 

Those  who  take  an  enlarged  riew  of  the  condi- 
tio of  onr  oonntry  most  be  satisfied  that  the  policy 
of  protection  must  be  nitimately  Undted  to  those  ar- 
ticles  of  domestic  mann&ctore  which  are  indispen- 
sable to  our  safety  in  time  of  war.  Within  this 
scope,  on  a  reasonable  scale,  it  is  recommended,  by 
every  consideratioQ  of  patriotism  and  duty,  which 
will  doubtiess  always  secure  to  It  a  111>eral  and  effl- 
dent  support.  But  beyond  this  object  we  hare  al- 
ready seen  the  operation  of  tiie  system  produotire 
of  discontent,  ut  some  sections  of  the  Bepublic  its 
Infloence  is  deprecated  as  tending  to  concentrate 
wealth  into  a  few  hands,  and  as  creating  those  germs 
of  dependence  and  vice  wliich  In  other  countries 
have  characterized  the  existence  of  monopolies,  and 
prored  so  destructive  of  liberty  and  tiie  general 
good.  A  huge  portion  of  the  pcoide  In  one  section 
of  the  Bepnbuc  declares  H  not  omy  Inexpedient  on 
these  grounds,  hot  as  diaturbine  the  equ^  relations 
of  property  by  legislation,  and  uerefore  unconstitu- 
tional and  unjust. 

Ponbtieas,  these  efibcts  are,  in  a  great  degree, 
exaggerated,  and  may  be  ascribed  to  a  mistaken 
flew  of  tiie  considerations  which  led  to  tiie  adop* 
tioa  of  the  tariff  system ;  but  they  are  nevertheless 
important  in  enabling  m  to  review  the  sulject  with 
a  more  thorough  knowledge  of  all  its  bearings  upon 
the  ^reat  Interests  of  the  republic,  and  with  a  de- 
termmation  to  dispose  of  it  bo  that  none  can  with 
jostioe  complain. 

It  is  my  painfid  duty  to  state,  that,  In  one  quar- 
ter of  the  united  States,  opposition  to  the  reveaoe 
laws  has  risen  to  a  height  which  threatens  to  thvrart 
thrir  execution,  if  not  to  endanger  the  Int%rity  of 
the  Union.  Whatever  obstructions  may  be  thrown 
in  the  way  of  the  jut^cial  autiiorities  of  the  Gene- 
ral Government,  it  is  hoped  they  will  be  able  peace- 
ably to  overcome  them  by  the  prudence  of  their 
own  officers  and  the  pabiotism  of  the  people.  But 
should  this  reasonable  reHance  on  the  moderation 
and  good  sense  of  all  portions  of  our  fellow-citizens 
be  disappointed,  It  is  believed  ttiat  the  laws  them- 
selves are  fully  adequate  to  the  suppresnon  of  such 
attempts  as  may  be  immediately  nutde.  Should  the 
exigency  arise,  rendering  the  execution  of  the  ex- 
iaUng  laws  fatqivaeticable  from  any  cause  whatever, 
pnMBpt  notioe  of  it  will  t>e  j^ven  to  Congress,  with 
the  suggestion  of  gueh  views  and  measures  as  may 
bo  deemed  naoesMgy  to  mtet  h. 


In  conformity  wHli  jvlndplea  heretofbre  ex- 
plained, and  nith  tiie  hope  of  reducing  the  General 

Government  to  that  iHmpla  machine  which  tiie  con- 
stitution created,  and  of  withdrawing;  from  the 
States  all  other  influence  than  that  of  itB  universal 
beneficence  in  preserving  peace,  afibrding  a  uniform 
ctirreney,  maintaining  the  inviolabSit^  of  contra^ 
diffosng  intdhgence,  and  dlsohaigmg  nnfolt  its 
other  superintending  fonctions,  I  recommend  that 
provision  be  made  to  dispose  of  all  stocks  now  hdd 
by  it  In  corporations,  whether  created  by  the  Gen- 
eral or  State  Governments,  and  placing  the  pro- 
ceeds in  the  Treasury.  As  a  source  of  profit,  thesa* 
stocks  are  of  little  or  no  value :  as  a  means  of  In- 
fluence among  the  States,  they  are  adverse  to  the 
purity  of  our  Institotions.  The  whole  principle  on 
which  they  are  based,  is  deemed  by  many  unconsti- 
tutional ;  and  to  persist  in  the  policy  which  they 
Indicate  is  considered  wholly  Inexpedient. 

It  is  my  duty  to  acquaint  you  with  an  arrange* 
ment  made  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  with 
a  portion  of  the  holders  of  the  three  per  cent, 
stock,  tiy  which  the  Government  will  be  deprived 
of  the  use  of  the  pubHo  Amds  longer  than  was  an- 
ticipated. By  tlds  arrangement,  which  will  be  par* 
ticiuarly  exphuned  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, a  surreader  of  the  certificates  of  this  stock 
may  be  postponed  until  October,  1888;  and  thus 
the  liability  of  the  Government,  after  its  ability  to 
discharge  the  debt,  may  be  continued  by  the  fidl- 
ure  of  the  Bank  to  perform  fta  duttea. 

Such  measures  as  are  vlthln  the  reach  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  have  been  taken  to  ena- 
ble him  to  judge  whether  the  public  deposits  in 
that  institution  may  be  regarded  as  entirely  safe ; 
but,  as  his  limited  power  may  prove  inadequate  to 
this  object,  I  recommend  the  sutgect  to  the  atten- 
tion of  Congress,  under  the  firm  bc^f  that  it  is 
worthy  of  their  serious  investigation.  An  mqulry 
into  the  transactions  of  the  institution,  embracing 
the  branches  as  well  as  the  prindpal  Bank,  seems 
called  for  by  the  credit  which  is  given  throughout 
the  country  to  manv  serious  charges,  impeaching 
its  character,  and  which.  If  true,  may  justiy  excite 
the  ^Drehenidon  that  it  is  no  longer  a  aafe  deposi- 
tory or  the  money  of  the  people. 

Among  the  interests  which  merit  the  coniddera- 
tion  of  Congress,  after  the  payment  of  the  public 
debt^  one  of  the  most  Important,  In  my  view,  is 
that  of  the  public  lands.  Previous  to  the  forma- 
tion of  our  present  constitution,  it  was  recommend- 
ed by  Congress  that  a  portion  of  the  waste  lands 
owned  by  the  States  should  be  ceded  to  the  United 
StMes,  for  the  purposes  of  general  harmony,  and 
as  a  fund  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  war.  The 
recommendation  was  adopted,  and,  at  different  pe- 
riods of  time,  the  Sutes  of  Uassachusetts,  New 
York,  TIrginia,  North  and  South  CarolLoa,  and 
Georgia,  granted  their  vacant  soil  for  the  uses  for 
which  they  had  been  asked.  As  the  lands  may 
now  be  oomndered  as  relieved  from  this  pledge  tiia 
object  for  which  they  were  ceded  having  been  ao- 
complished,  it  is  in  the  discretion  at  Congress  to 
dispose  of  them  in  such  a  way  as  best  to  conduce 
to  the  quiet,  harmony,  and  general  interest  of  the 
American  people.  In  exanuning  this  question,  all 
local  and  sectional  feelings  should  be  discarded, 
and  tlw  whole  United  States  regarded  as  one  peo- 
ple, hitereated  alQM  in  the  prosperity  of  thdr  com- 
mon country. 

It  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  speedy  Mttl«a«t 
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of  these  lands  coDBtitotes  the  true  interests  of  the 
Bepoblio.  The  wealth  end  streDgth  of  a  country 
are  its  population,  aod  the  best  part  of  that  popn- 
lation  are  the  coldTatota  of  the  soil.  Independent 
CumeTS  are  everywhere  the  basis  of  Bodety,  and 
true  friends  of  liberty. 

In  addition  to  these  condderattons,  questions 
hare  already  arisen,  and  may  be  expected  hereafter 
to  grow  out  of  the  public  lands,  which  iaTolve  the 
rights  of  the  new  States  and  the  powers  of  the 
General  GoTemment ;  and,  unless  a  liberal  policy 
be  now  adopted,  there  is  danger  that  these  qneft- 
tiona  may  speedily  assume  an  importance  not  now 
generally  anticipated.  The  influence  of  a  great 
sectional  Interest,  when  brought  into  full  action, 
will  be  found  more  dangerous  to  the  harmony  and 
union  of  the  States,  than  any  other  cause  of  dis- 
content ;  and  it  is  the  part  of  wisdom  and  sound 
polby  to  foresee  its  approaches,  and  to  endeavor, 
u  posdble,  to  couhteract  fhem. 

Of  the  Tarioua  schemes  which  have  been  hitherto 

{)roposed  in  regard  to  the  disposal  of  the  pablio 
anda,  none  has  yet  received  the  entire  approbation 
of  the  If  ational  Legislature.  Deeply  impressed  with 
the  importanoe  of  a  speedy  and  satis&otory  ar- 
rangement of  the  subject,  I  deem  it  my  duty,  on 
this  occasion,  to  urge  it  upon  your  oonsidwslion, 
and,  to  the  propositions  woich  hava  been  hereto- 
ibro  sn^Mted  by  otiiers,  to  contribute  those  re- 
flections which  have  oconrred  to  me,  in  the  hope 
Aat  they  may  assist  you  in  your  future  delibera- 
tions. 

It  seems  to  me  to  be  our  true  policy,  that  the 
'  pubUo  lands  shall  cease  as  soon  as  praotioable  to  be 
a  source  (mT  revenue,  and  that  they  be  sold  to  set- 
tlers la  limited  parcels  at  a  price  barely  sufficieat  to 
r^barse  to  the  TJmted  ^tes  the  expense  of  the 
present  system,  and  the  cost  %ri^ff  under  our  In- 
dian compact.  The  advantages  of  accurate  sur- 
veys and  undoobted  tiUes,  now  secured  to  pur- 
cusers,  seem  to  fbrtdd  the  aboUtion  of  the  present 
syatem,  because  none  can  be  stdutitnted  whloh  will 
more  perfectly  accomplish  these  important  ends. 
It  is  &^ble,  however,  that  in  convenient  time 
this  machinery  be  withdrawn  from  the  States,  and 
that  the  right  of  soil,  and  the  fature  dispoutlon  of 
it,  be  surreudered  to  the  States  respectively  in 
which  it  lies. 

The  adventarons  tnd  hardy  popoladon  of  the 
West,  besides  contributing  their  equat  share  of  tax- 
ation, under  our  import  system,  have,  in  the  prog- 
ress of  our  Government,  for  the  land  they  occupy, 
paid  into  the  Treasury  a  large  proportion  of  forty 
miUions  of  dollars ;  and  of  the  revenue  received 
therefrom,  but  a  smdl  part  lias  been  expended 
amongst  tiiem.  When,  to  the  ^wdvantage  of  their 
eitoatton  in  this  respect,  we  add  the  con^deration 
tlutt  it  is  th^  labor  alone  wfaidi  gives  real  value 
to  the  lands,  and  that  the  proceeds  ariang  from 
their  sale  are  distributed  chiefly  among  States 
which  had  not  originally  any  claim  to  them,  and 
which  have  employed  the  undivided  emoluments 
ari^g  from  Uie  side  of  thdr  own  lands,  it  cannot 
be  expected  that  the  new  States  will  renmin  longer 
contented  with  the  present  policy  after  the  payment 
of  the  public  debt.  To  avert  the  oonsequences 
which  may  be  apprehended  from  this  cause,  to  put 
an  end  forever  to  oil  partial  and  interested  legisla- 
tion on  the  Bul^ect,  and  to  afford  to  every  Ameri- 
can citizen  of  enterprise  the  opportunity  of  secur- 
ing an  independent  freehold,  it  seems  to  me,  there- 


fore, best  to  abandon  the  idea  of  raising  a  future 
revenue  out  of  the  public  lands. 

In  former  Heasaeea  I  have  expressed  my  oonvio- 
ticm  that  the  oonsotntlon  does  not  mrntnt  the  q>- 
plication  of  the  fimds  of  the  Geneisl  Oovenunent 
to  cdbjecta  of  internal  improvement  which  are  not 
national  in  thdr  character,  and,  both  as  a  means  of 
doing  justice  to  all  interests,  and  putting  an  end  to 
a  coarse  of  legislation  calculated  to  destroy  the 
purity  of  the  QoTemment,  have  urged  the  necessity 
of  redndng  the  whole  sntgect  to  some  fixed  and 
certain  mu.  As  there  never  will  occur  a  period, 
peAaps,  more  profdtiona  than  the  iwesent  to  the 
accompUshmeut  of  this  ol^'ect,  I  beg  leave  to  {vess 
the  subject  agun  upon  your  attention. 

Without  some  general  and  well-defined  principles 
oscertiuning  those  objects  of  internal  improvement 
to  which  the  means  of  the  nation  may  be  constitu- 
tionally applied,  it  b  obvious  that  the  exercise  of 
the  power  can  never  be  satisfactory.  Besides  the 
danger  to  which  it  exposes  Congress,  of  making 
hasty  appropriations  to  works  of  the  character  of 
which  they  may  be  frequentiy  ienoront,  it  promotes 
a  mischievous  and  corrupting  mflnence  upon  elec- 
tions, by  holding  out  to  people  the  faOacioua  hope 
that  the  success  of  a  certain  candidate  will  moke 
navigable  thdr  neighbotii^  creek  or  river,  bring 
commerce  to  their  doors,  and  inordase  the  value  m 
their  property.  It  thus  iavors  combinations  to 
squander  the  Treasury  of  the  country  upon  a  mul- 
titude of  local  objects,  as  fatal  to  just  legislation 
as  to  the  purity  of  public  men. 

If  a  system  compatible  with  the  constitution  can- 
not be  devised,  wmch  is  free  from  such  tesdendes, 
we  should  recollect  that  that  instrument  provides 
witUn  itself  the  mode  of  its  amendment ;  and  that 
there  is,  therefore,  no  excuse  for  the  assumption  of 
doubtful  powers  by  the  General  GoveromeuL  If 
those  which  are  cleariy  granted  shall  be  found  in- 
competent to  the  ends  of  its  creation,  it  can,  at 
any  time,  apply  Sat  their  enlargement ;  and  there 
is  no  probabUity  that  such  an  application,  if  found- 
ed on  the  public  interest,  wUl  ever  be  refused.  If 
the  propriety  of  the  proposed  grant  be  not  suffi- 
ciently apparent  to  command  ^  assent  of  three- 
fourths  of  the  States,  the  best  possible  reason  why 
the  power  should  not  be  assumed  on  doabtful  au- 
thonty  is  ailbrded;  for  if  more  than  one-fourth  of 
the  Stetes  are  unwilling  to  make  the  grant.  Its  ex- 
ercise wDl  be  productive  of  discontents  wMch  will 
far  overbalance  any  advantages  that  could  be  de- 
rived from  it  All  must  admit  that  there  is  nothing 
so  worthy  of  the  constant  solicitude  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, as  the  harmony  and  union  of  Uie  peoi^. 

Being  solemnly  impressed  with  the  conviction 
that  tbe^xtenrion  of  the  power  to  make  internal 
improvAents  beyond  the  limit  I  have  suggested, 
even  if  it  be  deemed  constitutional,  is  subver^ve 
of  the  best  interests  of  our  country,  I  eamesUy 
recommend  to  Congress  to  refnun  fr^m  its  exercise, 
in  doubtful  cases,  except  in  relation  to  improve- 
ments already  began,  unless  they  shall  first  procure 
from  the  States  such  an  amendment  of  the  consti- 
tution as  will  define  its  charaoter  and  prescribe  ita 
bounds.  If  the  States  feel  competent  to  these  ob- 
jects, why  should  this  Government  wish  to  assume 
the  power  f  If  they  do  not,  theli  they  will  not  hes- 
itate to  make  the  grant.  Both  Governments  are 
the  Governments  of  the  people :  improvements 
must  be  made  with  the  money  of  the  people ;  and 
.  if  the  money  can  be  ooUected  and  applied  by  those 
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more  ample  and  economkal  political  macfaineB,  the 
State  GoTernmeDts,  it  irill  anquMtfotiably  lie  safer 
and  better  for  the  people,  than  to  add  to  the  B^en* 
dor,  the  patronage,  and  the  power  of  the  General 
OoYemmeot.  But  if  the  people  of  tbo  several 
States  tUnk  otherwiw,  they  win  amend  the  conati- 
tation,  and  in  their  decidtm  aB  ooght  i^ieerfully  to 
acquiesce. 

For  a  detailed  and  bi^y  satiBfiustory  view  of  the 
operations  of  the  War  Department,  I  refer  you  to 
the  accompanying  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
The  hostile  incorsioDS  of  tha  Sao  and  Fox  In- 
cEans  necMoaifly  led  to  the  interporition  of  the 
GovemmoiL  A  pOTdon  of  the  troopi^  under  Oen- 
eralB  Scott  and  AtUnson,  and  of  the  militia  of  the 
State  of  nUnoii,  were  called  into  the  field.  After 
a  haraa^g  war^ve,  prolonged  by  the  nature  of  Qxe 
country  and  by  the  difflcolty  of  procuring  subeist- 
enee,  ihe  Indiana  were  entirely  defeated,  and  the 
diaaibcted  band  dlepetsed  or  destroyed.  The  re- 
mit has  been  creditable  to  the  troops  engaged  in 
the  ser^.  Severe  aa  is  the  lesson  to  the  Ivdiaoa, 
it  was  rendered  necessary  by  their  uniwoToked  ag- 
greerioos ;  and  it  ia  to  be  hoped  that  Its  impression 
will  be  permanent  and  salutary. 

This  campaign  has  evinced  the  efficient  organlza- 
tim  of  the  army,  and  its  capacity  for  prompt  and 
active  service.  Its  several  dispartmenta  have  per- 
formed thrir  ftmotioDS  with  enerey  and  despatch, 
and  the  geneial  movement  was  sabs&ctoryl 

Our  Mow-citixens  upon  the  frontiers  were  ready, 
aa  they  always  are,  in  the  tender  of  their  services 
in  the  hour  of  danger.  But  a  more  effldent  organ- 
ixation  of  our  miliUa  system  is  essential  to  that  se- 
curity which  is  one  of  the  principal  objects  of  all 
GovmunentB.  Neither  our  ritnation  nor  our  insti- 
tntjonsreqirirewpermittbemrintenancerfalarge 
r^nlar  force.  H&tory  offers  too  many  lassons  of 
the  fiUal  result  of  such  a  measure  not  to  warn  us 
gainst  its  adoption  here.  The  expense  which  at- 
trads  it,  the  obvious  tendency  to  employ  It  because 
it  exists,  and  thus  to  engage  in  unoecessary  wars, 
and  ita  ultimate  danger  to  public  liberty,  will  lead 
US,  I  trust,  to  place  our  loiBcipal  dependence  for 
protection  upon  the  great  body  of  the  dtisens  of 
the  republic  If;  in  assnting  rights  or  in  repelling 
wrongs,  war  should  come  upon  us,  our  regular 
force  should  be  increased  to  an  extent  proportioned 
to  the  emergency,  and  our  present  small  army  is  a 
nndeni  around  which  such  force  could  be  formed 
and  embodied.  But  for  the  purposes  <^  defence 
under  ordinaiT  drenmstaBces,  we  must  rely  upon 
the  electors  of  the  country.  Those  by  whom,  and 
for  whom,  the  Government  was  instituted  and  sup- 
ported,  will  constitute  ita  protection  in  the  hour  of 
danger,  as  they  do  its  check  in  the  hour  of  safety. 

&it  It  is  obvious  that  mihUa  system  is  Imper- 
fect. Much  dme  is  lost,  much  onneoessary  expense 
incurred,  and  much  pnbUc  pnnmty  wasted  under 
the  present  arrangement.  Little  useful  knowledge 
is  gained  by  the  musters  and  drills,  as  now  estah- 
lished,  and  the  whole  sn^eot  evidently  requires  a 
thorough  examination.  Whether  a  plan  of  classifi- 
cation, remedying  these  defects,  and  providing  for 
a  system  of  instruction,  might  not  be  adopted,  is 
submitted  to  the  connderation  of  Ccmgress.  The 
constitution  baa  vested  in  the  General  Qovemment 
an  independent  authority  upon  the  subject  of  the 
militia,  which  renders  its  action  essential  to  the 
aHablidiment  or  improvement  ot  the  system.  And 
J  reooinmend  tiie  nurtter  to  yon  oonatdentton,  In 


[Snum 

the  conviction  that  the  state  of  this  importsnt  arm 
of  the  public  defence  requires  your  attention. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you,  that  the  wise  and  hu- 
mane policy  of  transferring  firom  the  eastern  to  the 
western  nde  of  the  MiadssipiH  the  remnants  of  our 
aboriginal  tribes,  with  thdr  own  consent  and  upon 
just  terms,  has  been  steadily  pursued,  and  is  ap- 
proaching, I  trust,  its  consummation.  By  reference 
to  the  report  of  tiie  Secretary  of  War,  and  to  the 
documents  submitted  with  it,  you  will  see  the  prog- 
ress which  has  been  made  unce  your  Ust  sesaon,  in 
the  arrangement  of  the  various  matters  connected 
with  our  Indian  relirfiona.  With  one  exception, 
every  sul^ect  involving  any  question  of  conflicthig 
jurisdiction,  or  of  peculiar  dMculty,  has  been  hap- 
pUy  disposed  of;  and  the  conviction  evidently 
gains  ground  among  the  Indians,  that  their  removal 
to  the  country  asd^ed  by  the  United  States  for 
their  permanent  residence,  fiunishes  the  only  hope 
of  their  ultimate  prosperity. 

With  that  portion  of  the  Oberokees,  however, 
living  within  the  State  of  Georgia,  h  has  been  found 
impracticable,  as  yet,  to  make  a  aatisbctory  ad- 
justment. Such  was  my  anxiety  to  remove  aU  the 
grounds  of  compldnt,  and  to  bring  to  a  terminft* 
tion  the  difficulties  in  which  they  are  involved,  that 
I  directed  the  very  liberal  propositions  to  be  made 
to  them  wluch  accompany  the  documents  herewith 
subndtted.  They  eamiot  but  have  seen  in  tiMse 
offers  the  evidence  ci  the  strongeat  dispodtion,  on 
the  part  of  the  Qovemment,  to  deal  justly  and  lib- 
erally with  them.  An  amjde  indemnity  was  offered 
for  meir  present  poesesdons,  a  liberal  providon  for 
their  future  support  and  improvement,  and  full  se- 
curity for  their  private  and  political  rights.  What- 
ever difibrenoe  of  miiDlon  xb^  have  mevailed  re- 
spectii^  the  just  clauns  of  these  peoide,  there  irill 
probab^  be  nime  respecting  the  liberality  of  the 
propodtiona,  and  very  little  respecting  the  expe- 
diency of  their  immediate  acceptance.  Thej  were 
however  r^ected,  and  thus  the  podtion  of  these 
Indians  remained  unchanged,  aa  do  tiie  views  oom- 
munloated  in  my  Message  to  the  Senate,  of  Eebn^ 
ary,  1881. 

I  refbr  yon  to  the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  which  accompanies  this  Kessage,  for 
a  detdil  of  tiie  operations  of  that  branch,  of  the 
service  during  the  present  year. 

Beddes  the  general  remarks  on  some  of  the  trans- 
actions of  our  STavy,  presented  In  the  view  which 
has  been  taken  of  our  foreign  relations,  I  seize  this 
OGcadon'  to  invite  to  your  notice  the  increased  pro- 
tection which  it  has  tuferded  to  our  commerce  and 
citizens  on  distant  seas,  without  any  augmentation 
of  the  force  in  commisdon.  In  the  gradual  im- 
provement of  its  pecuniary  coneems,  in  tiie  constant 
progress  in  the  colleetion  of  materials  suitable  for 
use  during  fhtore  emergendes,  and  in  the  construc- 
tion of  vessels  and  the  buil^gs  necessary  to  tiielr 
preservation  and  repair,  the  present  state  of  this 
branch  of  the  service  exhibits  the  fridts  of  that 
vWlanoe  and  care  which  are  so  indispensable  to  its 
efficiency.  Various  new  suggestions  contdned  in 
the  annexed  report,  as  well  as  others  heretofore 
subnutted  to  Congress,  are  worthy  of  your  attention ; 
bat  none  more  so  than  that  uiwing  the  renewal,  for 
ano^er  term  of  dx  years,  of  the  general  appropria- 
tion for  the  gradud  improvement  of  the  Navy. 

From  the  accompanying  report  of  the  Postmaster- 
General,  yoQ  will  also  poodve  that  that  Department 
ecatfliiaei  to  extend  Ub  DMfUiMflB,  irithottt  uDptlriDg 
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its  resources,  or  leaseniiig  the  accommodations  vUoh 
it  affojrds  in  secoro  and  raind  transportiUion  of 
the  muL 

I  leava  to  oaU  the  attention  «f  Oongren  to 
the  views  heretofore  ezpressed  in  relation  to  the 

mode  of  choosing  the  Preddent  and  Vice  PreEsdest 
of  the  United  Sttktes,  and  to  those  respecting  the 
tenure  of  office  general};.  Stiil  impreased  wiUi  the 
justness  of  those  liewB,  and  with  the  belief  that 
the  modiGoations  suggested  on  those  snligects,  if 
adopted,  will  oootribute  to  the  prosperity  and  har- 
mony of  the  country,  I  earnestly  recommend  them 
to  your  conrideration  at  tlua  time. 

I  hare  heretofore  pointed  out  the  defects  in  the 
law  for  punishing  official  firaads,  especially'  within 
the  District  of  Columbia.  It  has  been  found  almost 
impossible  to  bring  notorious  culprits  to  punish- 
ment and  according  to  a  decision  of  the  Court 
for  this  IHstriet,  a  prosecntioo  la  barred  by  a  lapse 
of  two  years  after  the  fraud  has  been  committed. 
It  may  happen  again,  as  it  has  abeady  happened, 
that,  during  the  whole  two  years,  all  the  e^dences 
of  the  fraud  may  be  in  Ike  possession  of  the  cul- 
prit himself  However  proper  the  limitation  may 
be  in  relation  to  private  citizens,  it  would  Seem  that 
It  ought  not  to  commence  runniiijg  in  &Tor  of  pub- 
lic officera  until  they  go  out  of  office. 

The  Judiciary  system  of  the  United  States  re- 
mains imperfect.  Of  the  nine  Western  and  South- 
western States,  three  only  ei^oy  the  benefits  of  a. 
CHrcuit  Court.  Ohio,  Kentucky,  and  Tennessee,  are 
embraced  in  the  general  system ;  but  Indiana,  BU- 
nois,  Missouri,  Alabama,  Uisaisnppi,  and  Loniaana, 
hare  only  IMatrict  Courts.  If  tiie  easting  system 
be  a  good  one,  why  should  U  not  be  eztendedf  If 
it  be  a  bad  one.  Why  Is  It  snflfered  to  exist  f  The 
new  States  were  promised  equal  rights  and  priri- 
leges  when  they  came  into  the  Union,  and  such  are 
the  guarantees  of  the  constitution.  Nothing  can 
be  more  obTious,  than  the  obligation  of  the  Qene- 
tal  Government  to  ^aee  all  the  States  on  the  same 
footing  in  relation  to  the  administration  of  jnstioe, 
and  I  trust  this  duty  will  be  neglected  no  longw. 

On  many  of  the  subjects  to  which  your  attention 
is  invited  in  this  communication,  it  is  a  source  of 
gratification  to  reflect  that  the  steps  to  be  now 
adopted  are  uninfluenced  by  the  embarrassments 
entdled  upon  the  country  by  the  wars  throof^ 
«hich  It  has  passed.  In  renrd  to  most  of  our 
great  interests,  we  may  consider,  ourselves  as  just 
starting  in  our  career,  and,  after  a  salutuy  experi- 
ence, about  to  fix  upon  a  permanent  basis  the  pol- 
icy best  calcukbed  to  promote  the  bappiaess  of  the 
people,  and  &ctUtatc  theix  progress  towards  the 
most  complete  eit|oyinent  of  uvil  liberty.  On  an 
occasion  so  Interesting  and  important  in  our  bis- 
tory,  and  of  such  anxious  concern  to  the  friends  of 
freedom  throughout  the  world,  it  is  our  imperious 
duty  to  lay  adde  ell  sclflsh  and  local  considera- 
tions, bnd  be  ^ded  by  a  lofty  spint  of  devotion 
to  the  great  pnnciples  on  which  ooc  institutions  are 
founded. 

That  this  Government  may  be  so  administered  aa 
to  preserve  its  efficiency  hi  promoting  and  secnring 
these  general  objects,  should  be  the  only  aim  of 
oar  ambition ;  and  we  cannot,  therefore,  too  care- 
fully examine  its  structure,  in  order  that  we  may 
not  mistake  its  powers,  or  assume  those  which  the 
peof)le  have  reserved  to  themselves,  or  have  pre- 
terrwl  to  asmgn  to  other  agents.  We  should  bear 
oonitantiy  in  mind  tiw  &ct,  that  the  Gonddeiations 


wUoh  induced  the  framers  of  the  constitution  to 
withhold  from  the  General  Government  the  power 
to  regulate  the  great  mass  of  tiie  business  and  con- 
cerns of  the  pec^a,  have  baen  fkiQjr  justified  by  ex- 
perience ;  and  that  it  cannot  now  M  doubted  th^ 
the  genius  of  oar  institntions  prescribes  dmplicity 
and  economy  as  the  ohatactenstics  of  the  reform 
which  is  yet  to  be  effbcled  inthepreSHit  and  Aiture 
execution  of  the  functions  bestowed  npon  as  by  the 
constitution. 

Umited  to  a  general  mperintending  power  to 
maintain  peace  at  home  and  abroad,  and  to  pre- 
scribe laws  on  a  few  suUeets  <^  general  interest, 
not  calculated  to  restrict  inmian  liberty,  but  to  en- 
force human  rights,  tUs  Qovemment  will  find  its 
strength  and  its  ^ory  in  Uic  fUthfiil  discharge  of 
these  plain  and  simple  duties.  Believed  by  its  pro- 
tecting ^eld  from  the  fear  of  war,  and  the  apfRie- 
hnirion  of  oppres^n,  the  free  enterjnise  of  onr 
citizens,  aided  by  the  State  aoverdgnties,  will  woric 
out  improvements  and  ameUotations,  which  cannot 
fiul  t(^  demonstrate  that  the  great  truth,  that  the 
people  can  govern  themselves,  is  not  only  realized 
in  our  example,  but  that  it  is  done  by  a  maciiinery 
in  Government  so  simple  and  economical  as  scarce- 
ly to  be  fielt.  That  the  Almighty  Buler  of  the  Uni- 
verse may  so  direct  our  deliberations,  and  overrule 
our  acts,  as  to  make  na  instrumental  in  securing  a 
result  so  dear  to  mankind.  Is  my  most  earnest  and 
sinoere  prayer. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

]>9cmbtT  4,  1683. 

Five  thoosand  copies  of  tlw  above  Keaaage 
were  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Tecbu>at,  December  6. 

The  President  liiid  before  the  Senate  a  com- 
munication  from  the  Secretary  of  tJie  Treasniy, 
containing  the  Treasnry  report  the  state  « 
the  finuices,  for  the  year  18&2 ;  which  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed.* 


*  Btpcai  of  lACtS  KoIiAira,  Esq.,  BeerOarjf  vf 
TruaMry^  on  tht  Fbuaue*.   Sxlracta : — 

L  Tki  Pvbuo  Dsbx. 
"Aftar  the  flratof  Juiiiai7  next,  no  paitof  the  pnblfe  debt 
except  the  remaining  bagmeaU  of  ttie  unftinaed  debt,  oi 
which  (mlj  small  portlom  are  oocaduullr  preMntod,  will 
be  rodeenutble  brfwe  the  following  year :  ena,  thongh  there 
will  be  In  the  Treoanrr,  daring  the  year,  ample  nwaiu  to 
dlwbaige  the  whole  debt,  tbej  can  be  applied  only  to  tho 
purchase  of  stock  at  the  market  price.  It  la  now  manlfeit, 
that,  if  the  Bank  shares  had  been  sold,  and  the  proceeds  ap- 

EUed  to  this  object,  the  entire  debt  night,  la  this  manner, 
ave  been  extinguished  within  the  present  vear.  But  It  la, 
nererthotess,  pleaalttg  to  reflect,  thai,  after  Oie  present  vear. 
It  toay  be  considered  as  only  a  nominal  debt ;  aa  the  Bank 
shares,  whleh  have  Iwen  sctuallv  paid  for  within  the  last 
four  jwt,  hy  the  redemption  or  the  otoek  sabscrlbed  for 
them,  are  greater  la  value  than  the  whole  amount  of  that 
debt :  and  the  debt  Itself  ceases  to  be  a  burthen,  Innsmnob 
as  the  dividends  derived  from  the  Bank  abaiee  yield  more  to 
the  TrMSury  than  will  be  required  to  ftkj  the  interest.  Th« 
debt  may,  therefore,  be  ccntsiderod  as  substantlallj  ex- 
tinguished after  the  Brst  of  Janaary  next^  which  is  earlier 
than  was  looked  tor  under  the  moot  prosperous  and  eoonom- 
Icat  admlnietratloa  of  our  aflUrs  that  could  have  been  an- 
ticipated. It  will,  nevertheless,  be  gratifying  to  the  national 
pride,  that  oTory  thing  having  even  tbe  appearance  of  debt 
should  cease ;  and  meuuies  will  therefore  be  adopted  to 
Invito  the  early  presentation  of  all  tbe  oatstanding  stocks, 
that  thej  may  be  paid  off  m  that  as  the  means  are  received, 
and  the  evidences  of  the  pnbUo  debt  floally  cancelled.  It 
will  be  a  prond  dav  Ibr  the  American  peo^e,  when,  to  all 
thase  hooonbU  eharacteriatlca,  wblfih  have  nadsred  their 
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Pecskbes,  1S32.3 

Vetoed  Mil 
The  following  UeswAe  was  reoeiTed  from  the 
FnsideDt  of  the  United  States: 

WASffiHOTOH,  December  6,  1832. 
To  tke  Senate  of  the  United  Siatea. 

I  avail  myaeu  of  this  early  opportnnity  to  return 
to  the  Senate,  in  which  it  originated,  the  bill  enti- 
tled "  An  act  proTiding  fbr  the  finftl  settlement  of 
the  claims  of  the  States  for  interest  on  adTances  to 
the  United  States,  made  during  the  last  war,**  with 
the  reasoDB  which  induced  me  to  withhold  my  ap- 
probation,  in  conseqaence  of  which  it  has  &iled  to 
become  a  law. 

This  bill  was  presented  to  me  for  my  ngnature 
on  the  last  day  of  your  session,  and  when  I  was 
compelled  to  coosider  a  variety  of  other  biLU  of 
greater  urgency  to  the  public  service.  It  obviously 
embraced  a  principle  in  the  allowance  of  interest 
diflferent  fVom  that  which  had  been  sanctioned  by 
the  pncUce  of  the  accounting  officers,  or  by  the 
pnTioofl  legislation  of  Congress,  in  regard  to  ad- 
Taneefl  1^  the  States,  and  without  any  apparent 
grounds  for  the  change. 

Previously  to  ^vin^  my  sanction  to  so  great  an 
extension  of  the  pracuce  of  allowing  interest  upon 
acconnta  with  the  Government,  and  which,  in  its 
consequences,  and  from  analogy,  mi^t  not  only 
call  for  large  payments  from  theTreasnry,  hot  ^ 
tnrb  the  great  mass  of  individnal  accounts  long 
once  finaOy  settled,  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  make  a 
more  thorough  investigation  of  the  subject  than  it 
was  possible  for  me  to  do  previously  to  the  i^ose  of 
your  last  session.  I  adopted  this  course  the  more 
really,  from  the  eonnderatioa  that  as  the  bOl  con- 
tained no  appropriation,  the  States  which  wovid 


ene«r  so  memontUe  among  naUoiu,  tli«7  shall  add  the  ran 
hifVfiien  of  being  a  natioB  without  debt." 

IL  iMoma  Am  Expammraa. 

"TkUng  ma  average  ot  the  lmportatl«n«  for  the  last  dx 
7Mi>  as  a  imbable  ortterlon  of  the  ordinair  Importatiou  for 
tome  yean  to  «om«,  th«  raTsnae  from  castoins,  at  the  ntea 
iafy  parabto  aftvr  the  8d  Hmreh  next,  jomj  be  estimated 
at  elat«en  mlllloBS  aannallv.  The  pnlwc  land^  bank  dtvl- 
dcBds,  and  other  iDddental  reeeipo,  may  be  estimated  at 
three  mllKons— making  as  aggr^t*  revenoe  of  at>oat  twen- 
ty-one mlllioBB  a  year.  In  the  last  annnal  report  on  the 
state  of  the  Bunees,  the  protMtble  expenses  for  all  obleots 
other  tbao  thepnbUe  debt,  wei«  Mtlmatedat  Bfteen  mUlIons. 
This  ts  still  believed  tobeatUr  estimate;  and,  if  so,  there 
will  be  an  annnal  sarplns  of  rix  mtlllons  of  dollars. 

'*8tUl  irmly  convineed  of  the  truth  of  the  rMSons  then 
prw*ated  tor  B  redaction  of  tfao  revenue  to  the  wants  of  the 
Oovemmeat,  I  am  ^^In  nrged  b;  a  sense  of  dnt7  to  suggest 
that  a  further  redaction  of  six  millions  of  dollus  be  made, 
to  take  eSbct  after  the  year  1888.  Wbelhor  that  shall  ood- 
iist  altocelher  of  a  dimlnntloD  of  the  duties  on  imports,  or 
partly  of  a  rellnqnishment  of  the  pubUo  lauds  as  a  source  of 
revenue,  as  then  suggested,  It  wilt  he  for  the  wisdom  of  Con- 
gress to  determine. 

■*  Vlthout  adverting.  In  nnneeeewr  details,  to  the  eonsid- 
eratloos  In  bvor  of  teesening  the  existing  duties,  which  I 
had  the  honor  to  present,  as  well  Is  the  Isst  snmul  report, 
•s  In  that  called  for  \)j  special  resolutions  of  the  House  <a 
KepresenUtivea,  I  deem  it  proper  to  observe,  that  la  my 
own  mind  these  eonstderationfl  have  lost  noiLe  of  their  foroe, 
but  have  derived  new  weight  from  subsequent  reflection. 

**  The  pnrl^  and  aimpltd  ty  of  the  institutions  under  which 
It  has  pleased  Provldenee  to  make  us  a  great  and  prosperous 
nation ;  the  fe  w  olijecta — and  those  of  a  general  nature— to 
wUdi  the  powers  tn  the  Federal  Onveniment  can  be  appro- 
prtately  sf^led ;  and  the  great  diversity  of  Interests,  wMcb, 
h«m  their  local  and  geographical  position,  prevail  in  the 
several  Statee  oompriang  the  Union,  Imperiouslv  require  ' 
that  the  amount  of  the  pubUo  expenditure  shonld  be  regu- 
lated by  a  pnident  eeonomf.  and  that  bo  giaatar  ammuit  of 
Mvaaoa  loonld  be  coOeetaa  from  the  people  than  mi^  be 
■sotsmiyfcrsiiAaSBalaaf  eKpendllw.* 


[Snan. 

have  been  entitled  to  claim  its  benefits  could  not 
have  received  them  without  the  fUUer  legislation  of 
Congress. 

The- principle  which  this  bill  authorizes,  varies 
not  only  from  the  practice  unlfonntv  adopted  hj 
many  of  the  accouoUng  officers  in  ^e  case  of  in- 
dividual accounts,  and  in  those  of  the  States  finally 
settled  and  closed  previously  to  your  last  session, 
but  also  from  that  pursued  under  the  act  of  your 
last  sesidoa  for  the  adjustment  and  settlement  of 
the  claims  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina.  This  Ust 
act  prescribed  no  particuhur  mode  for  the  aUowanos 
of  interest,  which,  therefore.  In  cmfbrmity  wiA  the 
directions  of  Congress  in  previous  cases,  uid  with 
the  uniform  practice  of  the  Auditor  by  whom  the 
account  was  settled,  was  computed  on  the  sums  ex* 
pended  by  the  State  of  South  Carolina  for  the  use 
and  benefit  of  the  United  States,  and  which  had 
been  repdd  to  the  State,  and  the  payments  made 
by  the  United  States  were  dedtid»d  from  the  prin- 
cipal sums,  exclusive  of  the  interest,  thereby  etap. 
ping  ibture  interest  on  so  much  of  the  {Hindpal  as 
had  been  reimbursed  by  the  payment. 

I  deem  it  proper,  moreover,  to  olwerve,  that  both 
under  the  act  of  the  6th  of  August,  1790,  and  that 
of  the  12th  of  Febroary,  1798,  authorbing  the  set- 
tlement <^  the  accounts  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Individual  States,  ailMng  out  of  the  war  of 
the  Bevolution,  the  interest  on  these  accounts  was 
computed  in  conformity  with  the  practice  alceac^ 
adverted  to,  and  from  wlUoh  the  bul  now  returned 
is  a  departure. 

linth  these  reasons  and  conaidentions,  I  return 
the  hilt  to  the  Senate. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

The  Message  was  1^  on  the  taU^  and  oi^ 
dered  to  be  printed. 


TuKBDAT,  December  11. 

French  SpolieUumt. 

Mr.  WiLKiKB,  pnrsnant  to  notice,  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  introdnce  a  bill  to  provide  for 
the  satis&ctiQn  of  claims  dne  to  certain  Ameri- 
can dtizens  for  spoliations  committed  bj  France 
on  their  commerce,  prior  to  the  80th  Septembw, 
1800. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  on  motion  of 
Mr.  WiLKiNB,  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  Se- 
lect Gomnuttee  of  five  members. 

Mr.  WiLEDis  said  that,  previous  to  the  ballot- 
ing for  the  committee,  he  wished  to  remark 
that,  as  it  was  probable  the  nsaal  oonrteej  of 
the  Senate  in  appointing  the  mover  to  be  on 
the  committee,  might  be  extended  to  him  in 
this  case,  he  wished  it  to  be  miderstood  that  he 
did  not  desire  to  be  on  the  committee.  He 
wonld  rather  that,  in  bis  room,  some  genUe- 
man  might  be  appointed  who  was  more  con- 
versant with  commercial  basin ees.  He  desiredf 
however,  that  it  might  be  understood  that  he 
had  in  no  war  changed  his  onffoal  opiniras  on 
the  subject  of  these  claims. 

The  Fhesident  re^ed  that  he  believed  it 
was  the  dnty  oi  the  OhiKir  to  iq^int  the  com- 
mittee. 
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South  Carolma  JieMMiotu. 


[Jahtiiby,  18^ 


Ur.  WiLKiNS.  Then  I  wish  the  Chair  to  con- 
rider  mj  remarks  as  addreased  to  himself. 

iir.  Smixb.  I  do  not  tiiink  it  verj  proper  to 
appoint  oommernal  gentlemen  on  tins  oommit- 
tee.  'Ihey  might  be  interested  in  tiie  result. 

[The  Movmg  memhem  were  appointed  by 
the  Oliair  to  otunpoae  the  committee :  Ueasrs. 
Webszib,  Ohahbebs,  Dddext,  Bsomr,  Tzxjeb.] 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of 
aOh^>lun;  andtheBeT.Mr.PlBKwaadeolared 
tobe^ectra. 


WiDHBB>^T,  December  12. 

Public  LaixdA. 

Hx.  Gla.t,  agreeably  to  notice,  asked  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  Intro  dooe  a  bill  to  appropriate, 
for  a  limited  time,  the  proceeds  of  tne  sales  of 
the  public  lands  in  the  United  States^  and  for 
granting  lands  to  certain  States. 

The  bill  having  been  read  twice,  and  being 
before  the  Semite,  as  in  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole, 

Xr.  Out  said  that  this  UH  had  been  before 
two  committees  of  the  Senate,  and  that  it  had 
been  passed  at  the  last  session  bv  a  ixtnsiderable 
majority.  He  thought  therefor^  that  there 
wonld  be  no  necesnty  for  its  refbr«ace  to  any 
comnuttee  at  this  session.  The  bill  was  pre- 
dsdy  the  same  as  the  one  which  had  passed 
the  Senate  last  year,  with  the  exception  of  the 
necessary  dbange  in  the  time  when  the  bill 
would  take  effect  If;  however,  it  was  the 
wish  of  any  Senator  that  the  bill  should  be 
referred  he  had  no  objection.  He  would  pre- 
fer to  have  the  bill  made  the  order  for  some 
convenient  bnt  not  very  distant  day,  when  it 
mi{^t  be  taken  up  and  discussed.  If  agreea- 
ble to  the  Senate,  he  would  say  the  fourth 
Houday  in  this  month,  or  the  first  Monday  in 
January.  He  did  not  see  that  It  was  necessary 
to  send  the  bill  to  a  committee,  but  if  any  gen- 
tleman wished  that  course  to  be  taken,  he  re- 
peated, he  should  not  object  to  it 

Kr.  Kahb  said  that  it  would  be  recollected 
that  this  subject  had  recently  been  referred  to 
the  Oommittee  on  Pnblic  I^ds,  by  the  r^er- 
ence  to  that  oommittee  of  so  mudi  of  the  Prea- 
idcnfa  Message  as  relates  to  the  pabUo  lands. 
An  in^ortant  propoBition,  indeed  a  new  one. 
had  oome  ftrom  the  Sxeonuve  on  the  snl^eet  of 
the  pnbUo  lands  generally.  That  proportion 
was  now  before  the  c<mmiittee ;  and  he  b^>ed 
that  the  gentleman  fh>m  EentuolbT'  wonld  con- 
sent to  a  reference  of  his  bill  to  the  same  ocan- 
mittee.  Ur.  K.  o(Hiolnded  by  moving  this  ref- 
erence. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was 
referred  to  the  0(mumttee  on  FuUio  Londa. 


Thubsdat,  December  18. 

Seduetion  of  Duties. 

Mr.  SuTH,  instmcted  by  the  Oommittee  on 
Finance,  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Retolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
Erected,  with  as  little  delay  as  ma.j  be,  to  furnish 
the  Senate  with  the  project  of  a  bill  for  reducing 
the  duties  tevied  wod  imports,  in  conformity  wlm 
the  soggestiona  made  by  mm  in  his  anuoal  r^tnt. 


MoNBAT,  December  17. 

Mr.  FoomixnB  offered  the  following  rescda- 

tion : 

Retolvtdi  That  (he  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  report  to  the  Senate,  with  as  little  delay 
as  practicable,  a  detidHed  statement  of  the  articles 
of  foreign  growth  or  manufkotore,  on  which,  in  hia 
opinion,  the  present  rate  of  duties  ought  to  be  re- 
duced, Bpecifyio^  partionlariy  the  amount  of  reduc- 
tion oa  each  article  separataty,  so  as  to  jwodnce  the 
result  of  an  aggregate  redaction  of  the  revenue  six 
milUona  of  doUars,  on  such  manufactures  as  ara 
classed  under  the  general  denomination  of  protect* 
ed  articlea ;  and  that  he  also  append  to  such  report 
an  enumeration  of  articlea  deemed  to  be  "easentisl 
to  oar  national  independence  in  time  of  war,"  and 
which  therefore  oug^t,  to  Us  ophiion,  to  be  ex- 
empted from  the  operation  of  the  proposed  reduc- 
tion of  duties. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PoiKoKxtSB,  the  resolation 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 


IbNDAT,  Jannary  %  1888. 

P^Uc  Lands. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  special  order  of 
the  day,  being  Mr.  Olat's  bill  for  appropriat- 
ing the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  for  a  lim- 
ited term,  &o. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  re- 
ported by  the  Oommittee  on  PuhUo  Lands, 
which  substitutes  a  new  bill,  reducing  the 
price  of  public  lands, 

[Ur.  Kane,  of  HUhoIb,  spoke  at  length  against 
the  bill,  and  Mr.  Clat  in  its  &Tor,  when  it  was  laid 
OQ  the  table  for  the  present] 

The  Senate  then  a^onmed. 


FamAT,  January  11. 

South  Carolina  SetoltUMm:  tha  Dootriau  <if 
iiffn^  and  the  £iffM     Seeemim  JU- 


Mr.  MnxBS  presented  certun  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina,  in  reply  to 
the  proclamation  of  the  Preadent,  viz : 

Suotved,  That  the  power  vested  by  the  constitu- 
tion and  lawi  in  the  Fietfdent  of  the  United  States 
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Jahcabt,  1888.] 

to  inoe  Ub  i»oehm«tioiif  4oeB  not  anthorixe  Urn  In 
that  mode  to  interfoe^  whenever  he  may  think  fit, 
in  the  alUn  of  the  i«8pective  States,  or  that  he 
ahonld  use  It  a«  a  meana  of  promulgating  Executive 
expoation  of  the  constitation,  with  the  sanction  of 
force ;  thus  BoperBediDg  the  action  of  the  other  de- 
partments of  the  General  Oovemmeut. 

Rtaolved,  That  it  is  not  ctnapetont  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  order,  by  proclama* 
tion,  the  constituted  aotboiitlea  of  a  State  to  re- 
peal their  legislation ;  and  that  Uie  late  attempt  of 
the  President  to  do  so  is  uncoQBtitatioDal,  and  man- 
ifests a  disposition  to  arrogate  and  ezerdse  a  power 
utterly  deatroctlTe  of  liberty. 

Betolvtdf  That  the  opinions  of  the  Frerident  in 
r^ard  to  the  rights  of  the  States  are  erroneous 
and  dangeroos,  leading  not  only  to  the  estabUsb- 
ment  of  a  consolidated  QoTenunent  in  the  stead  of 
our  free  confederacy,  bat  the  conceatraUon  of  all 
power  in  the  chief  ExeoatiTe. 

Raolved,  That  each  State  of  this  Union  has  the 
right,  wbenerer  it  may  deem  such  course  necessary 
for  the  prewrntion  of  its  liberty,  or  vital  mterest, 
to  woede  peaoeably  f^m  the  Union;  and  that 
there  is  no  consthotion^  power  In  the  General  Got- 
emment,  mneh  less  In  the  ExecntiTC  Department 
of  that  Go'^mment,  to  retain  by  force  sooh  State 
in  the  Union. 

HeMolvtd,  That  the  primary  and  paramount  alle- 
^anoe  of  the  ciUzens  of  this  State,  native  or  adopt- 
ed, is  of  tteht  dae  to  this  State. 

Baclvtd,  That  the  declaration  of  the  Preddent 
of  the  Uuted  Sutes,  hi  his  said  prodamation,  of 
his  personal  feelings  and  retaliations  towards  the 
State  of  Soath  Carolina,  is  rather  an  appeal  to  the 
loyaUy  of  subjects  than  to  the  patriotism  of  citi- 
aena ;  and  is  a  blending  of  official  and  individual 
character  heretofore  unbiown  in  our  State  papers, 
and  revolting  to  oar  conceptions  of  poUticwl  pro- 
priety. 

Raehtd,  That  the  nn^sguised  indulgence  of 
penonal  faoetility  in  the  said  prodamation  would  be 
unworthy  the  animadvernona  of  this  Legislature, 
bat  for  the  solemn  and  official  form  of  the  instru- 
ment which  is  made  its  vehicle. 

Rsaoived,  That  the  principal  doctrines  and  pur- 
|XMea  oontuned  In  tiie  said  proclamation  are  ineon- 
Biteot  with  any  Just  idea  of  a  lindted  Government, 
and  subversive  of  the  rights  of  the  States  and  the 
Bberties  of  the  people;  and,  if  submitted  to  in 
silence,  would  lay  a  broad  foundation  for  the  estab- 
Eshment  of  monarchy. 

JietolMdy  That  while  this  Ii^;idatore  has  wit- 
MHed  with  sorrow  nioh  a  relaxation  of  the  spirit 
cS  our  institotioDB,  that  a  President  of  the  Uidted 
States  daree  venture  upon  this  high-handed  meas- 
ure. It  r^;arda  with  indignation  the  menaces  which 
are  directed  agidnst  it,  and  the  concentration  of  a 
stan^g  army  on  our  borders ;  that  the  State  will 

7 el  force  by  force,  and,  relying  on  the  blessing 
God,  will  maintain  its  Uberty  at  all  hazards. 
lUtolved,  That  copies  of  these  resolntionB  be  sent 
to  our  membeiB  of  Congress,  to  b«  laid  iMfbre  that 
body. 

The  resolntioits  were  read  and  lud  on  the 
taUe,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


S&TUBDiT,  Jamury  18. 

The  Senate  passed  to  tbe  ocmrfderation  <3i 
the  bOl  to  appropriate  for  a  Hmited  time,  the 
proceeds  of  the  ssles  of  the  pnhlio  lands,  tto. 
The  question  being  on  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  Oommittee  on  Pnblic  Lands,  Hr. 
BuoEinB,  of  lOssonri,  spoke  at  length  ajninst 
the  bin. 

UoND^T,  Jannary  14. 
Fkmek  SpoUaUont. 

!&,  Webbtib  moved  1^  the  Senate  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  inoemnify 
certain  dtisens  of  ttfe  United  States  for  spoliar 
tioQS  committed  on  Uiur  commerce  by  the 
French  prior  to  1800,  which  was  aneed  to. 

The  bill  being  then  before  the  Soiate,  as  in 
Oommittee  of  the  Whole, 

Mr.  'Websteb,  in  a  speech  of  about  two 
hours,  developed  the  principles  of  the  bill,  and 
the  grounds  on  which  it  was  reported  by  the 
committee,  and  on  which  be  should  advocate 
its  passage.       .  ^ 

Mr.  Ttlbb  ezplamed  the  difficulty  be  felt  in 
hiingiDg  bis  mind  to  embrace  this  important 
subject,  after  so  long  an  interval  had  transpired 
nnee  he  had  looked  into  tho  snl^ect;  and 
moved  to  lay  the  Inll  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WsBsnn  acqniesoed  in  the  motion, 
which  T88  carried. 

ProelcmaHon  against  South  Carolina  Ordi- 
nance. 

"Ox.  Oalhodv  laid  on  the  table  the  following 

resolution : 

Setolved,  That  the  Prealdent  be  requested  to  by 
before  the  Senate  a  copy  of  his  proclaioation  of  the 
10th  of  December  last ;  and  also  the  authenticated 
copies  of  the  ordinance  of  the  peofde  of  the  State 
of  South  Carolina,  with  the  documents  accompany- 
ing the  same ;  and  of  the  proclamation  of  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State  of  South  Carolhia  of  the  aoth 
of  December  last,  whidi  was  transmitted  to  him 
the  Executive  of  that  State,  with  the  request  that 
he  should  lay  them  twfbre  Congress. 


WromsDAT,  January  16. 

South  (^Una—Xvil\fieatian—8eemion— Or- 
dinance— Freelamatum  Pntidtat  Jaek- 
ton. 

A  Message  was  reodved  from  the  Freddent 
of  the  Umted  States,  trannnitting  copies  <tf 
the  proolaxnation  and  other  doooments  relating 
to  Sonth  Oarolina,  ber  ordinance  &o. 

The  Ifossage  and  Proclamation  were  read. 
The  Message  was  as  fidlows : 

Cftntimtn  </  tke  Benatt  and  Mottte  of  Repnmmttt 
Hvtt  of  ths  Unittd  Stata : 
In  my  annual  Message,  at  the  commencement  of 
your  jmsent  sesrion,  I  adverted  to  the  (qpiMMttkm 
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to  the  wreime  Uvi  in  a  paitioidar  quarter  of  the 
United  Btatei,  which  threatened  not  merelr  to 
thwart  th^  execution,  hut  to  endanger  the  integ- 
rity of  the  Union.  And  although  I  then  expressed 
my  reliance  that  it  might  be  overcome  by  the  pru- 
dence of  the  officers  of  the  United  States  and  the 
patriotism  of  the  peofde,  I  stated  that,  should  the 
emergency  arise  renderine  the  execution  of  the  ex- 
isUag  Uwa  impr&otlcabla  uom  any  cauae  whatever, 
prompt  notice  should  be  given  to  Got^pea8,  with 
the  anggesUon  of  such  views  and  measures  as  might 
be  necessary  to  meet  it. 

Events  which  have  occurred  in  the  quarter  then 
alluded  to,  or  which  have  come  to  my  knoirledge 
aubflequently,  present  this  emergency. 

Banee  the  date  of  my  last  annual  Message,  Ihave 
had  olBcially  transmitted  to  me  by  the- GoverBor 
of  Bonth  (hrolina,  «^ch  I  now  eommunioate  to 
Congress,  a  copy  of  the  ordinance  passed  by  the 
convention  which  assembled  at  Oolumbia,  in  the 
State  of  South  Oarolioa,  lo  November  last,  declar- 
ing certain  aeta  of  Congreas  therein  mentioned, 
within  the  Hmita  of  that  mXe,  to  be  absolutely  null 
and  void,  and  making  it  the  duty  of  the  Legislature 
to  pass  such  laws  as  would  be  necessary  to  carry  the 
aame  into  eSbct  from  and  after  the  1st  of  February 
next. 

The  consequences  to  which  this  extraordinary  de- 
flanceof  the  jnst  authority  of  the  Government  might 
too  surely  lead,  were  clearly  foreseen,  and  it  was 
imposdble  for  me  to  hesitate  aa  to  my  own  duty  in 
such  an  emergency. 

The  ordinance  had  been  passed,  however,  with- 
out any  certain  knowledge  of  the  recommendation 
which,  from  a  view  of  the  Intereats  of  the  nation  at 
large,  the  Executive  had  determined  to  submit  to 
Congress ;  and  a  hope  was  indulged  that,  by  frankly 
expUinin^  his  sentiments,  and  the  nature  of  those 
duties  which  the  criss  would  devolve  upon  him,  the 
authorities  of  South  Carolina  ml^t  be  induced  to 
retrace  their  steps.  In  this  hope,  I  determined  to 
issue  my  proclamation  of  the  10th  of  December 
last,  a  copy  of  which  I  now  lay  before  Congress. 

I  regret  to  inform  you  that  these  reasonable  ex- 
peetationfl  have  not  been  reaUied,iuid  that^  sev- 
ersl  acts  of  the  LMidatnie  of  South  Carolina, 
iriiieh  I  now  lay  berore  you,  and  which  have,  all 
and  each  of  them,  finally  passed,  after  a  knowledge 
of  tile  desire  of  the  At&Qinistration  to  modify  the 
laws  complained  of,  are  too  well  calcu^ted,  both  in 
their  poidtive  enactments,  and  in  the  sjHrit  o£  oppo- 
sition which  they  obvlooaly  encourage,  wholly  to 
obstruct  the  collection  of  uie  revenue  within  the 
limits  of  that  State. 

Up  to  this  period,  neither  the  recommendation 
of  the  Executive  in  regard  to  our  finaucisl  policy 
and  impost  system,  nor  the  disposition  manifested 
by  Congress  promptly  to  act  upon  that  subject,  nor 
the  nqequivocal  expreaaion  of  the  publie  wiU,  in  til 
parts  of  the  Union,  q>pear8  to  have  produced  any 
relaxation  in  the  measures  of  opposition  adopted 
by  the  State  of  South  Carolina ;  nor  is  there  any 
reason  to  hope  that  the  ordinance  and  laws  will  be 
abandoned. 

I  have  no  knowledge  that  an  attempt  has  been 
made,  or  that  it  Is  in  contemplation,  to  reassemble 
titbse  the  convention  or  the  Legislature;  and  it 
will  be  percdved  that  the  interval  before  the  1st  of 
Ibbmary  is  too  sliort  to  admit  of  the  iwdlminary 
itepflneoesBuy  for  ttiat  purpose.  It  appears,  more- 
orer,  that  the  State  anthoritiea  are  aoUvely  orgaur  | 
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idng  thdr  militery  reeounas,  and  providing  the 
means,  and  giving  the  most  solemn  assurances  of 

protection  and  support  to  all  who  shall  enlist  in  op- 
position to  the  revenue  laws. 

A  recent  proclamation  of  the  present  Governor 
of  Soutii  Carolina  has  openly  defied  the  authority 
of  tiie  Executive  of  the  Union,  and  general  orders 
firom  the  headquarters  of  tiie  State  amunmoed  his 
determination  to  accept  the  serrlces  of  volunteers, 
and  his  belief  that,  should  their  country  need  their 
services,  they  wilt  be  found  at  the  post  of  honor 
and  duty,  ready  to  lay  down  their  lives  in  her  de< 
fence.  Under  these  orders,  the  forces  referred  to 
are  directed  to  '*hold  themselves  in  readiness  to 
take  the  field  at  a  moment's  warning;**  and  in  the 
dty  of  Charleeton,  witlun  a  coQectiop  district  and 
a  port  of  entry,  a  reDdezvous  has  been  opened  for 
the  purpose  of  enlisting  men  for  the  magazine  and 
mnnicifwl  guiurd.  Thus,  South  Carolina  presents 
herself  in  the  attitude  of  hostile  preparatitm;'  and 
ready  even  for  military  vidence.  If  need  be,  to  en- 
force her  laws  for  preventing  the  collection  of  the 
duties  within  her  limits. 

Proceedings  thus  announced  and  matured  must 
be  distinguished  from  menaces  of  unlawful  reast* 
ance  by  irregular  bodies  of  people,  who,  acting 
under  temporary  delumon,  may  be  restrained  by  re- 
flection, and  the  influence  of  poblic  opinion,  from 
the  commisrion  of  actual  outrage.  In  the  present 
instance,  aggresdon  may  be  regarded  as  committed 
when  it  is  officially  antiioriaeo,  and  the  means  of 
enforcmg  it  fully  wovided. 

Under  these  drcumstances,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  it  is  the  determination  of  the  authori- 
ties of  South  CaroUna  fully  to  carry  into  effect  their 
ordinance  and  laws  after  the  let  of  February.  It 
therefore  becomes  my  duty  to  bring  the  eubject  to 
the  serious  oonddention  m  Congress,  in  order  that 
sndi  measures  as  they,  fn  ihelir  wisdmn,  may  deem 
fit,  shall  be  seasonably  provided ;  and  that  it  may 
be  thereby  understood  that,  while  the  Government 
is  disposed  to  remove  all  just  cause  of  complaint, 
as  fhr  as  may  be  practicable  consistently  with  a 
proper  regard  to  the  interests  of  the  community  at 
lai^,  it  is,  nevertheless,  determined  that  the  su- 
premacy of  the  laws  shall  be  maintdned. 

In  making  this  commonication,  it  appears  to  me 
to  be  proper  not  only  that  I  should  lay  before  you 
the  acts  and  proceedings  of  South  (Wolina,  but 
that  I  should  also  fully  acquaint  you  with  those 
steps  which  I  have  alrnidy  caused  to  be  taken  for 
the  due  ocliection  of  the  revenue,  and  with  my 
views  of  tiie  sutriect  generally,  that  the  suggestions 
which  the  constitution  requires  me  to  make.  In  re- 
gard to  your  fhtore  leg^wtion,  may  be  better  un- 
derstood. 

This  subject  havmg  early  attracted  the  anxious 
attenti(m  oi  the  Executive,  as  soon  as  it  was  prob- 
able that  the  authorities  of  Sontii  Osrcdina  sertonsly 
meditated  reaistanoe  to  the  fitithftal  ozecatiw  of  the 
revenue  laws,  it  was  deemed  advisable  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  should  particularly  in- 
struct the  officers  of  the  United  StiAes  in  that  part 
of  the  Union  as  to  the  nature  of  the  duties  pre- 
scribed by  the  existing  laws. 

Instructions  were  accordingly  issued  on  the  6th 
of  November  to  the  collectors  in  that  Stete,  point- 
ing out  their  respective  duties,  and  eqjoiidi^  upon 
each  a  firm  and  vigilant,  but  discreet  performance 
(tf  them  in  the  unergency  then  apprehended. 

I  herewith  transinit  coiries  of  UMse  Instmetions, 
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and  of  the  letter  addressed  to  the  ^atrict  attorney 
reqaesting  lu«  eo<«pent(ioD.  These  InstmctionB 
were  Rotated  in  the  hope  (hat,  as  the  oppodtioo 
to  the  laws  by  the  anomuoafl  prooeedhtg  of  naUtfl- 
cation  was  represented  to  be  of  a  padfie  nature,  to 
be  porsaed,  BobsttntiaUy,  according  to  the  fonoa 
of  the  oonstitutioa,  and  wtUiout  rescnrting,  in  any 
event,  to  force  or  Tiolenee,  the  measures  of  its  ad- 
Toeatee  would  be  taken  in  coofonnity  with  that 
profairion;  and,  on  sach  sui^oiitiMi,  the  means 
albrded  by  the  existing  laws  Wonld  hare  bew  ad- 
eqnaSa  to  meet  any  emergency  likely  to  arise. 

It  was,  howerer,  not  pos^ile  altogether  to  sap- 
|»«flt  aiqnehension  of  we  excesses  to  which  the 
enabnnent  prenuhng  in  that  quarter  n^ght  lead; 
bat  it  eertunly  was  not  foreseen  that  the  meditated 
obitraotitm  to  laws  womld  so  soon  i^enly  as- 
■mne  Ita  prfsenk  cbanteta. 

StdMeqnmtly  to  the  date  of  those  instmctions, 
bowever,  the  ordinance  of  the  convention  was 
passed,  which,  if  corniced  with  by  the  peofde  of 
tfaat  State,  must  efSjctoally  render  inoperaliTe  the 
present  revenue  Ian  within  her  limits. 

That  ordinance  declares  and  ordains,  "  that  the 
Mveral  acts  and  parts  of  acta  of  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  purporting  to  be  laira  for  the 
Imposing  of  dnflks  and  imposts  on  the  imputation 
of  forogn  commodities,  and  now  having  operation 
and  effect  within  the  United  States;  and,  more 
specially,  'An  act  in  alteration  of  the  several  acts 
imposing  duties  on  imports,*  approved  on  the  ISth 
of  May,  1828 ;  and  also  an  act  entitied  '  An  act  to 
alter  and  amsiid  the  nvwal  acta  imposing  duties 
on  imports,'  apiwoved  on  the  24th  July,  1882,  are 
unanthorized  by  tiie  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  violate  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
thereoi^  and  are  noli  and  void,  and  no  law,  nor 
binding  upon  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  ita  offi- 
cers,  and  citizens ;  and  all  promises,  contntots,  and 
oMgatiiimg  made  or  entered  into,  or  to  be  made  or 
entered  into,  with  purpose  to  secure  the  dntiea  im- 
posed by  the  said  acts,  and  all  judicial  proceedings 
which  Bh*ll  be  hereafter  had  in  affirmance  thereof^ 
are  and  shall  be  held  utterly  null  and  void.** 

It  also  ordains,  that  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any 
of  the  constituted  authorittes,  whether  of  the  State 
of  Sooth  Carolina  or  at  the  Umted  States,  to  en- 
fime  the  payment  <^  dtlUas  imposed  by  the  said 
acta  within  the  Bmlto  of  the  State,  but  that  it  shaU 
be  the  doty  at  the  I<egialatnre  to  adopt  such 
measBies,  and  pass  such  acta  as  may  be  necessary 
to  give  foil  effect  to  this  ordinance,  and  to  prevent 
t£e  enforcement  and  arrest  t^e  operation  of  the 
wtiA  sets  and  parts  of  acts  of  die  Congreaa  of  the 
United  States,  within  the  Ihnits  of  the  State,  &om 
and  after  the  Ist  of  febrasty  next ;  and  it  efaall  be 
tlie  duty  of  all  other  constituted  authorities,  and 
of  all  other  persons  issiding  or  being  vitbki  the 
fimite  of  the  State,  and  they  are  hereby  required 
and  enjoined  to  obey  and  ^re  effect  to  this  ordi- 
nanoe,  and  such  acts  and  measures  of  the  Le^sla- 
tnre  as  may  be  passed  or  adopted  in  obedience 
thereto.** 

It  further  ordaina,  "that  in  no  case  of  law  or 
equity  decided  in  the  courts  <tf  the  State,  wherein 
ehsll  be  drawn  in  question  the  authority  of  this  or- 
dinance, or  the  vaUdity  of  such  act  or  acts  of  the 
legislature  as  may  be  passed  for  the  purpose  of 
g^vmg  effect  thereto^  or  the  validity  of  the  afore- 
said acte  aS  Cimgreaa  impooiiw  dntiea,  ahall  any  ap- 
peiU  be  taken  or  allowed  to  the  Si^me  Court  of 
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the  United  States,  nor  shall  any  copy  of  the  record 
be  permitted  or  allowed  for  tliat  purpose ;  and  the 
person  or  persons  attempting  to  take  nieh  appeal, 
nt^  be  dealt  with  aa  for  a  contempt  of  court." 

It  likewise  ordains,  "that  all  peraons  holding  any 
office  of  honor,  profit,  or  tmst,  civil  or  mimai^, 
under  the  State,  shall,  within  such  time,  and  m 
such  manner  as  the  Legislature  shall  prescribe, 
take  an  oath  well  and  truly  to  obey,  execute,  and 
enforce  this  ordinance,  and  such  act  or  acta  of  the 
Le^slatnre  as  nuy  be  passed  in  pursoance  thereof^ 
according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the 
same;  and  on  the  neglect  or  omiasioD  of  any  Bu<di 
person  or  persons  so  to  do,  his  or  their  office  or 
offices  shall  be  forthwith  vacated,  and  shall  be  filled 
op  as  if  such  person  .or  persons  were  dead,  or  had 
redgned;  and  no  person  hereafter  eleoted  to  any 
office  of  honor,  profit,  or  trust,  <dvil  or  militanr, 
shall,  until  the  Legislature  shall  otherwise  provide 
and  direct,  enter  on  the  execution  of  his  office,  or 
be  in  any  respect  competent  to  dischsige  the  duties 
thereof,  until  he  shall  in  like  manner  nave  taken  a 
mmilar  oath ;  and  no  jucor  shall  be  empanelled  In 
any  of  the  courts  of  the  Stete,  in  any  cause  in 
wUch  shall  be  drawn  in  question  this  ordinance,  or 
any  act  of  the  Legislature  paased  in  pursuance 
thereof,  unless  he  snaU  first,  in  addition  to  the 
usual  Oath,  have  taken  an  oath  that  he  will  well  and 
truly  obey,  execute,  and  enforce  this  ordinance,  and 
such  act  or  acts  of  the  L^islature  as  may  be 
passed  to  carry  the  same  Into  operation  and  effect, 
according  to  tixe  true  intent  and  meaning  thereof" 

The  ordinance  concludes :  "And  we,  the  people 
of  South  Carolina,  to  the  end  that  it  may  be  fidly 
understood  by  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  people  of  the  co-States,  that  we  are  deter- 
mined to  muntiun  this  ordinance  and  declaration  at 
every  hazard,  do  further  declare  that  we  will  not 
submit  to  the  application  of  force  on  the  part  of 
the'Fedual  Oovemment  to  reduce  this  mate  to 
obedience ;  but  that  we  will  consider  the  passage 
by  Congress  of  any  act  authorizing  the  employ- 
ment of  a  military  or  naval  force  against  the  State 
of  South  Carolina,  her  constituted  authorities,  or 
utizens;  or  any  act  abolishing  or  closing  the  ports 
of  (his  State,  or  any  of  them,  or  otherwise  obstruct* 
ii^  the  ficee  ingress  and  egresa  of  vessels  to  and 
from  t^  said  ports ;  or  any  other  act  on  the  part 
of  the  Federal  Qovemment  to  coerce  the  State, 
shut  up  her  ports,  destroy  or  harass  her  commerce, 
or  to  enforce  the  acts  hereby  declared  to  be  null 
and  void,  otherwise  than  through  the  civil  tribunals 
of  tiie  country,  as  inconsistent  with  tiie  longer  con- 
tinuance of  wuth  GaroUna  in  the  Union ;  and  that 
the  peo^  of  this  State  will  thenceforth  hold  them- 
selves absolved  from  all  farther  obligation  to  main- 
tain or  preserve  their  political  connection  with  tiie 
peojde  of  the  other  States,  and  will  forthwith  pro- 
ceed to  organize  a  separate  Ooveroment,  and  to 
do  all  other  acts  and  things  which  sovereign  and 
iodependont  States  may  of  right  do." 

This  solemn  denunciation  of  the  htWB  and  author- 
ity of  the  United  Stetes  has  been  followed  up  by  a 
series  of  acts  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  m  that 
State,  which  maniCast  a  determination  to  render 
inevitable  a  resort  to  those  measures  of  self-defence 
which  tiie  paramount  duty  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment requires ;  but,  upon  the  adoption  of  which, 
that  State  will  proceed  to  execute  the  purpose  It 
haa  avowed  In  wis  oriUnanoe,  of  witbdcaviog  from 
the  Union. 
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On  the  27th  of  November  the  LegiaUture  assem- 
bled at  ColnmUa;  and  on  their  meeting,  the  Gov- 
ernor Md  before  them  the  ordinance  of  the  con- 
venUon.  In  laa  message  on  that  occasion,  he 
acqnunts  them  that  "this  ordinance  has  thns  be- 
come a  part  of  the  fundamental  law  of  South  Caro- 
Uoa;"  tiiat  "the  die  has  been  at  last  cast,  and 
Sooth  Carolim  has  at  length  Appealed  to  her  ul- 
terior sovereignty  as  a  member  of  tUs  eonfederacy, 
and  has  planted  herself  on  her  reMrred  rights. 
The  rightful  ezcrdse  of  this  pover  is  not  a  ques- 
tion which  we  shall  any  longer  argne.  It  is  suffi- 
cient that  she  has  willed  it,  and  that  the  act  is 
done ;  nor  is  its  strict  compadbility  with  our  conxti- 
tnHonal  obligation  to  all  kvi  passed  by  the  General 
Government,  within  the  aathwised  grants  of  power, 
to  be  drawn  in  qaestion,  when  this  interpoutjoo  ia 
exerted  in  a  case  in  which  the  compact  has  been 

?ilpably,  deliberately,  and  dangerously  violated, 
hat  it  brings  up  a  conjuncture  of  deep  and  mo- 
mentous interest,  Is  neither  to  be  concealed  nor 
denied.  This  crisis  presents  a  class  of  duties  which 
is  referable  to  yourselves.  Too  have  been  com- 
manded by  the  people  in  theh:  highest  sovereignty, 
to  take  care  that  witlua  the  limits  of  this  State 
their  will  shall  be  obeyed."  "The  measure  of 
le^slation,"  he  says,  "  which  you  have  to  employ 
at  this  crisis,  is  the  precise  amount  of  such  enact- 
ments as  may  be  necessary  to  render  it  utterly  im- 
possible to  collect,  within  our  limits,  the  duUes 
unpoaed  by  the  protective  tatiffls  tlina  nalUSed." 
He  proceeds :  *'thtt  yon  shonld  arm  every  dtizen 
with  a  civil  process,  by  which  he  may  claim,  if  he 
pleases,  a  restitution  of  his  goods,  seized  under  the 
existing  Imposts,  on  his  giving  security  to  abide  the 
issue  of  a  suit  at  law,  and  at  the  same  time  define 
what  shall  constitute  treason  against  the  State,  and 
by  a  bin  of  pidns  and  penalties  oompd  obedient^, 
and  punish  disobedience  to  your  own  laws,  are 
pointa  too  obvious  to  require  any  discBSsion.  In 
one  word,  you  must  survey  the  whole  ground. 
You  must  look  to  and  provide  for  aH  posMme  con- 
tingencies. In  your  own  limits,  your  own  courts 
of  jadioaturo  roost  not  only  be  supreme,  but  you 
must  look  to  the  ultimate  issue  of  any  conflict  of 
jurisdiction  and  power  between  them  and  die  coorts 
of  the  United  States." 

The  Governor  also  asks  for  power  to  grant  clear- 
ances, in  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  IMon ;  and, 
to  prepare  for  the  alternative  which  must  happen 
unless  the  United  States  ^all  passively  surrender 
their  authority,  and  the  Executive,  disregarding  his 
oath,  refrain  fiom  execnting  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
he  recommends  a  thorough  revidon  of  the  militia 
system,  and  that  the  Governor  "be  authorized  to 
accept,  for  the  defence  of  Charleston  and  its  de- 
pendencies, the  services  of  two  thousand  volun- 
teers, either  by  companies  or  files ; "  and  that  they 
be  formed  into  a  legionary  brigade,  counting  of 
infantry,  riflemen,  cavalry,  field  and  heavy  artil> 
lery ;  and  tliat  t^y  be  "  armed  and  equipped  from 
the  public  anenals,  completely  for  the  field ;  and 
that  appropriations  be  made  for  supplying  all  defi- 
cien^es  in  onr  munitions  of  war."  In  addition  to 
these  volunteer  draughts,  he  recommends  that  the 
Governor  be  authorized  "  to  accept  the  services  of 
ten  thousand  volunteers  from  the  other  divisions 
of  the  State,  to  be  organlnd  and  uranged  in  regi- 
ments and  brigades ;  the  officers  to  be  aeleoted  by 
the  commander-in-chief;  and  that  tbia  whole  force 
be  called  the  State  Guard." 
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A  request  has  been  z^inlariy  made  of  the  8eet& 
tary  of  State  of  Soutb  Carolina  for  authentic  aqoes 
of  the  acts  which  have  been  passed  for  the  purpose 
of  enfordng  the  ordinance ;  but,  up  to  the  date  of 
the  latest  advices,  that  request  had  not  been  com- 
plied with;  and,  on  the  present  occasion,  therefore, 
reference  can  only  be  made  to  those  acts  as  pub- 
Ushed  in  the  new^npers  of  the  State. 

The  acts  to  which  it  is  deemed  proper  to  Iniite 
the  particular  attention  of  Congress,  are : — 

Ist.  "  An  act  to  carry  into  effect,  in  part,  an  ordi- 
nance to  nullify  certain  acts  of  Uie  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  purporting  to  be  laws  laying  duties 
on  the  Importation  of  foreign  commodities,"  passed 
in  convention  of  this  State,  at  Columbia,  on  the 
nib  November,  1882. 

This  act  provides  that  any  goods  seized  or  de- 
tained, under  pretence  of  securing  the  dsdes,  or 
for  the  non-payment  of  duties,  or  under  any  pro- 
cess, order,  or  decree,  or  other  pretext,  contrary 
to  the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  ordiiumce,  may 
be  recovered  by  the  owner  or  conngnee  by  **an 
act  of  replevin."  Hiat,  in  case  of  reniaing  to  de- 
liver them,  or  removing  them  so  that  the  replevin 
cannot  be  executed,  the  sheriff  may  seize  the  per- 
sonal estate  of  the  offender  to  double  the  amount 
of  the  goods ;  and  if  any  attempt  shall  be  made  to 
retake  or  seize  them,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  sheriff  to 
recapture  them.  And  that  any  person  who  shall 
disobey  the  process,  or  remove  the  goods,  or  any 
one  who  shall  attempt  to  retake  or  seize  the  goods 
under  pretence  of  securing  the  duties,  or  for  non- 
payment of  duties,  or  under  any  process  or  decree 
'  contrary  to  the  intent  of  the  ordinance,  shall  be 
fined  and  imprisoned,  besides  being  liable  for  any 
other  offence  involved  in  the  act. 

It  also  iwovides  that  any  person  arrested  or  im- 
prisoned on  any  judgmnLt  or  de<me  obtained  in 
any  federal  court  for  duUea,  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
benefit  secured  by  the  habeas  eorpm  act  of  the 
State  in  cases  of  unlawful  arrest,  and  may  maintain 
an  acdon  for  damages ;  and  that,  If  any  estate  shall 
be  sold  under  such  judgment  or  decree,  the  sale 
siiail  be  hdd  illegid.  It  also  provides  that  any 
JidW  who  receives  a  person  committed  on  any  pro- 
cess or  other  Judiciri  proceedings,  to  enforce  the 
pB3rment  of  duties,  and  any  one  who  hires  his  house 
as  a  jail  to  receive  such  persons,  shall  be  fined  and 
imprisoned.  And,  finally,  it  provides  that  persons 
paying  duties  may  recover  them  back  with  interest. 

The  next  is  called  "  An  aot  to  provide  for  the  se- 
curity and  protection  of  the  people  of  ^e  State  of 
South  CaKdlna." 

This  act  provides,  that,  If  the  Goveniment  of  the 
United  States,  or  any  officer  thereoi;  shall,  by  the 
employment  of  naval  or  military  force,  attempt  to 
coerce  the  State  of  South  Carolina  into  submission 
to  the  acta  of  Congress  declared  by  the  ordinance 
null  and  void,  or  to  resist  the  enforcement  of  the 
ordinance,  or  of  the  laws  passed  in  pursuance 
tJiereo^  or  in  case  of  any  armed  or  forcible  resist- 
ance thereto,  the  Governor  Is  authorized  to  re^st 
the  same,  and  to  order  into  service  the  whole,  or 
so  much  of  the  military  force  of  the  State  as  ha 
may  deem  necessary ;  and  that  in  case  of  any  overt 
act  of  coercion,  or  intention  to  commit  the  same, 
manifested  by  an  unusual  assemblage  of  naval  or 
military  forces  in  or  near  the  State,  or  the  occur- 
rence  of  any  (nrcunutances  indicating  that  armed 
force  is  aboot  to  be  employed  a^nst  the  State,  or 
in  teaistonce  to  ita  laws,  the  QoTemor  is  authorized 
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to  tccept  the  serrices  of  inch  volonteen,  and  call 
bto  serrice  inch  portions  of  the  militia  as  may  be 
required  to  meet  the  etnergencf. 

The  act  also  provides  for  accepting  the  service 
of  the  vohmteen,  aad  organiung  the  militia,  em- 
braciDg  all  free  vUte  males  between  the  ages  of 
dzteoi  aod  sixty,  and  for  the  purchase  of  arms, 
ordnance  and  ammunition.  It  also  declares  that  the 
power  conferred  on  the  Qovenior  shall  be  applica- 
ble to  all  cases  of  insurrection  or  invasion,  or  im- 
miaeDt  danger  thereof,  and  to  cases  where  tbt  laws 
of  the  State  shall  be  opposed,  and  the  ezeeaUoo 
thereof  forcibly  resisted  by  combinations  too  pow- 
erful to  be  suppressed  by  the  power  vested  in  the 
sherifi  and  other  dvil  officers ;  and  declares  it  to 
be  the  duty  of  the  Governor  in  every  such  case  to 
call  forth  such  portions  of  militia  and  volunteers 
as  may  be  necessary  promptly  to  suppress  such  com- 
iHudons,  and  cause  the  laws  of  the  State  to  be 
executed. 

No.  9  is  "  An  act  concerning  the  oath  required 
bj  the  ordinance  passed  in  convention  at  Columbia, 
tso  the  24th  of  November,  1832."  This  act  pre- 
scribes the  form  of  the  oath,  which  is,  to  obey  and 
execute  the  ordinance,  and  all  acts  passed  by  the 
LegialatBre  in  pursuance  thereof;  and  directs  the 
time  and  manner  of  taking  h  by  the  officers  of  the 
Stat^  civil,  judiciary,  and  nufitarr. 

It  is  believed  that  other  acts  have  been  passed, 
embracing  provisions  for  enforcing  the  ordinance, 
bat  I  have  noC  yet  been  able  to  procure  them. 

I  transmit,  however,  a  copy  of  Governor  HamiN 
ton's  message  to  the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina, 
of  GoTcmoT  Bbiyne's  inaugural  address  to  the  same 
body,  as  also  (h  his  proclamation,  and  a  general 
order  of  the  Governor  and  commander-in-chief^ 
dated  the  SOth  of  December,  f^ving  public  notice  ' 
that  the  services  of  volunteers  will  be  accepted  un- 
der the  act  already  referred  to. 

If  these  measures  cannot  be  defeated  and  over^ 
come  by  the  pown  conferred  by  the  eonstttutJon 
on  the  Federal  Government,  the  constttntion  must 
be  considered  as  incompetent  to  Its  own  defence, 
the  supremacy  of  the  laws  is  at  an  end,  and  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  citizens  can  no  longer 
receive  protection  from  the  Government  of  the 
Vnion.  They  not  only  abrogate  the  acta  of  Con- 
gre^  commonly  called  the  tuiST  acta  of  1828  and 
1832,  but  they  prostrate  and  sweep  away  at  once, 
and  without  exception,  every  act,  and  every  part 
of  every  act,  imposiDg  any  amount  whatever  of 
duty  on  any  foreign  merchandise  -,  and,  virtually, 
eveiT  existing  act  which  has  ever  been  passed  au- 
tboruang  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  including 
the  act  of  1816,  and  also,  the  collection  law  of 
1799,  the  constitutionality  of  which  has  never  been 
questioned.  It  is  not  only  those  duties  whidi  are 
(barged  to  have  been  Imposed  for  the  protection 
of  manufactures  that  an  thereby  repraled,  but  all 
others,  though  bud  for  the  puipose  of  revenne 
merely,  and  upon  articles  in  no  degree  suspected 
of  being  ot^ects  of  protection.  The  whole  revenne 
system  of  the  Uidted  States  in  South  Carolina  is 
obstructed  and  omtitrown;  and  the  Government 
is  absolutely  prohibited  from  collecting  any  part  of 
the  public  revenue  within  the  limits  of  that  State. 
Hencefortfa,  not  only  tJie  dtizens  of  South  Caro- 
Iba  and  of  the  United  States,  but  the  subjects  of 
foreign  States,  may  import  any  description  or 
quantity  of  merchandise  into  the  ports  of  Sooth 
Carolina,  without  the  payment  of  any  duty  what* 
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soever.  That  State  is  thus  relieved  from  the  pay* 
ment  of  any  part  of  the  public  burdens,  and  duties 
and  imposts  are  not  only  rendered  not  nniform 
throughout  the  United  States,  but  a  direct  and  m- 
inous  preference  is  given  to  the  ports  iff  that  State 
over  those  of  all  the  other  States  of  ^e  TTnini,  in 
manifest  vitdatioo  of  the  positive  inrovirions  of  the 
constitution. 

In  point  of  duration,  also,  those  aggressions  up- 
on the  authority  of  Congress,  which,  by  the  onU> 
nance,  are  made  part  of  the  fhndameotal  law  of 
South  Carolina,  are  absolntc,  indefinite,  and  with- 
out limitation.  They  neither  prescribe  the  period 
when  they  shall  cease,  nor  indicate  any  coodltiona 
upon  which  those  who  have  thus  undertaken  to 
arrest  the  operation  of  the  laws  are  to  retrace  their 
steps,  and  rescind  their  measures.  They  offer  to 
the  United  States  no  alternative  but  unconditional 
submission.  If  the  scope  of  the  ordinance  is  to  be 
received  as  the  scale  of  concesrion,  their  demands 
can  be  satisfied  only  by  a  repeal  of  the  whole  sys- 
tem of  revenue  laws,  and  by  abstuning  from  uie 
collection  of  any  duties  and  imposts  whatsoever 

It  is  true,  that  in  the  address  to  the  people  ol 
the  United  States  by  the  Convention  of  South 
Carolina,  after  announcing  "  the  fixed  and  final  de- 
termination of  the  State  in  relation  to  the  protect- 
ing qrstem,"tbey  say  "that  It  remains  for  us  to 
Bubmit  a  plan  of  taxation,  in  which  we  would  be 
willing  to  acquiesce,  in  a  liberal  spirit  of  conces- 
sion, provided  we  are  met  in  due  time,  and  in  a 
becoming  spirit,  by  the  States  interested  in  manu- 
factures." In  the  opinion  of  the  convention,  an 
equitable  plan  would  be,  that  "  the  whole  lirt  of 
protected  articles  shoold  be  imported  free  oS  all 
duty,  and  that  the  revenue  derived  from  import 
dunes  should  he  raised  ezdunvely  fVom  the  unpro- 
tected articles,  or  that  whenever  a  duty  is  imposed 
upon  protected  articles  imported,  an  excise  duty  of 
the  same  rate  shall  be  imposed  upon  all  umilar  ar- 
ticles mannfactared  In  the  United  States.**  The 
address  proceeds  to  state,  however,  that  "  they  are 
willing  to  make  a  large  ofi^ring  to  preserve  the 
Union,  and  with  a  distinct  declaration  that  it  is  a 
concession  on  our  part,  we  will  consent  that  the 
same  rate  of  duty  may  be  imposed  upon  the  protected 
wticles  that  shidl  be  imposed  upon  the  unprotected, 
provided  that  no  more  revenue  be  raised  than  is 
necessary  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  Government 
for  constitutional  purposes,  and  provided  also  tiut 
a  duty  substantially  uniform  be  imposed  upon  aS 
foreign  imports." 

It  IS  alEO  true,  that,  in  his  message  to  the  Legis- 
lature, when  urg^g  the  necessity  of  providing 
"means  of  securing  their  safety  by  ample  resources 
for  repelling  force  by  force,"  the  Governor  of  South 
Carolina  observes  that  he  cannot  but  think  that, 
on  a  calm  and  dispassionate  review  by  Congress, 
and  the  functionaries  of  the  General  Government, 
of  the  true  merits  of  this  controversy,  the  arbitra- 
tion, by  a  call  of  a  convention  of  wl  the  States, 
which  we  sincerely  and  anxiously  seek  and  deure, 
will  be  accorded  to  us." 

From  the  diver^y  of  terms  in^Ucated  in  these 
two  important  documents,  taken  in  connection  with 
the  progress  of  recent  events  in  that  quarter,  thcro 
is  too  much  reason  to  apprehend,  without  in  any 
manner  doubting  the  intentions  of  those  public 
functionaries,  that  neither  the  terms  proposed  in 
the  address  of  the  convention,  nor  those  aUuded  to 
In  ttw  message  of  the  Governor,  would  appease  the 
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sxdtemeDt  which  hu  led  to  the  preseot  ezcenes. 
It  is  obriouB,  however,  that,  ebould  the  Utter  be 
lusted  on,  thej  present  sa  alteroatiTe  which  the 
Oeneral  GoTemmeQt  of  itself  can  hy  no  possibility 
gnat,  sioce,  hy  an  express  proriaioa  of  the  coa- 
MltutioD,  CoDgresfl  can  call  a  eoafeatlbn  fhr  the 
parpoee  of  proposuig  amendnieDts  only  "  on  the 
apidieation  of  the  Legialatares  of  two-tmrds  of  tiie 
Slates."  And  it  is  not  percared  that  the  terms 
presented  in  the  address  ue  more  praotioable  than 
those  referred  to  in  the  message. 

It  will  not  esc^w  attention  that  the  conditions 
on  which  it  is  said,  in  the  address  of  the  conreu* 
tion,  the;  "  would  be  viQing  to  acqnieace,**  form 
no  part  of  the  oii^nanee.  While  this  ordinance 
bean  all  the  solemnity  of  a  fundamental  law,  is  to 
be  authoritative  upon  sU  within  the  limits  of  South 
Carolina,  and  is  absolute  and  unconditional  in  iu 
terms,  the  address  conveys  only  the  sentiments  of 
the  convention  in  no  binding  or  pnctioat  form; 
one  is  the  act  of  the  State,  the  other  only  the  ex- 
prearion  of  the  opinions  of  the  members  of  the 
convention.  To  Umit  the  effect  of  that  sdemn  act 
by  any  terms  or  conditions  whatever,  they  should 
luve  been  embodied  Id  it,  and  made  of  import  no 
less  authoritative  than  the  act  itself.  By  the  posi- 
tire  enactments  of  the  ordinance,  the  execution  of 
the  laws  of  the  Union  is  absolutely  prohibited ;  and 
the  address  ofiers  no  other  prospect  of  their  being 
■gain  restored,  even  in  the  mo^Sed  form  proposed, 
than  what  depends  upon  the  improbable  contia> 
gency,  that,  adud  dianging  events  snd  increasing 
excitement,  the  sentimeutB  of  tiie  present  members 
of  the  convention,  and  of  their  siieoeMors,  will  re- 
main the  same. 

It  ia  to  be  regretted,  bowerer,  that  these  eondl- 
tions,  even  if  £ey  bad  been  offered  in  tb9  same 
binding  form,  are  so  undefined,  depend  upon  so 
many  contingencies,  and  are  so  directly  opposed  to 
the  Imown  opinions  and  interests  of  the  great  body 
of  the  American  people,  as  to  be  almost  hopeless 
of  attdnment.  Tix  nuyority  of  the  States  and  of 
the  peoide  will  certainly  not  consent  that  the  pro- 
tecting duties  shall  be  wholly  abrogated,  never  to 
be  re-enacted  at  any  future  time,  or  in  any  possible 
contingency.  As  littie  practicable  is  it  to  provide 
that  '*  the  same  rate  of  duty  shall  be  Imposed  npon 
the  protected  articles  that  shall  be  imposed  upon 
the  unprotected ; "  which,  moreover,  would  be 
Kverely  oppressive  to  the  poor,  and,  in  time  of 
war,  would  add  greatiy  to  ita  rigors.  And  though 
tiiare  can  be  no  objection  to  the  principle,  properiy 
understood,  that  no  more  revenue  shall  bie  raised, 
than  is  necessary  for  the  constitutional  purposes 
of  the  Government,  which  prindple  has  been  al> 
ready  recommended  by  the  Executive  as  the  true 
Ykubb  of  taxation,  yet  it  is  very  certda  that  Sooth 
Oan^ina  alone  cannot  be  permitted  to  decide  vliat 
these  constitutional  purposes  are. 

The  period  which  constitutes  the  due  time  in 
which  the  terms  proposed  in  the  address  are  to  be 
accepted,  would  seem  to  present  scarcely  less  diffi- 
culty than  the  terms  themselves.  Though  the  rev- 
enue laws  are  already  declared  to  be  vdd  in  South 
Carolina,  as  well  as  the  Ijonds  taken  under  them, 
and  the  jndi<Hal  proceedings  for  carrying  them  into 
eflhct,  yet,  as  the  fUl  action  and  operation  of  the 
onSnance  are  to  be  suspended  until  the  1st  of 
February,  the  interval  may  be  assumed  as  the  time 
within  which  it  is  expected  that  the  moat  compli- 
oated  portion  of  the  national  tegidation,  a  system 
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of  long  staodinr,  and  aifectiog  great  Interests  In 
the  community,  IS  to  be  rescinded  and  abolished. 
If  this  be  required,  it  is  clear  that  a  compliance  is 
impossible. 

In  the  uttcertunty,  then,  that  exists  as  to  the  du- 
ration of  the  ordinance,  and  of  the  enactments  for 
enforcing  It,  it  becomes  imperiously  the  duty  of 
the  Executive  of  the  United  Sutes,  acting  with  a 
proper  regard  to  all  the  great  interests  committed 
to  his  care,  to  treat  those  acts  as  absolute  and  un- 
limited. They  are  so,  as  far  as  his  agency  is  con- 
cerned. He  cannot  either  embrace  or  lead  to  the 
performance  of  the  conditions.  He  has  already 
discharged  the  only  part  in  his  power,  by  the  rec- 
ommendation in  his  annual  Uessage.  ^e  rest  is 
with  Congress  and  the  people ;  and  until  they  have 
acted,  his  duty  will  require  him  to  iffoli:  to  tiie  ex- 
isting state  of  things,  and  act  under  tbem,  accord- 
ing to  his  high  obligations. 

By  these  TSiiou  procaedings,  therefore,  the 
State  ia  Sooth  Ouolina  has  ^rced  the  General 
Qoverument,  unavoidably,  to  decide  the  new  and 
daogerons  alternative  of  permitting  a  State  to  ob- 
struct the  execution  of  the  laws  within  its  limits, 
or  seeing  it  attempt  to  execute  a  threat  of  with- 
drawing from  the  Union.  That  portion  of  the  peo- 
ple at  present  exercldng  the  ai^ority  of  the  State, 
solemnly  ansert  their  right  to  do  either,  and  as 
solemnly  annooocc  tiuax  datennination  to  do  one 
or  the  other. 

In  my  opinion,  both  purposes  are  to  be  regarded 
as  revolutionary  in  their  character  and  tendency, 
and  subversive  of  the  Bupremacy  of  the  laws  and 
of  the  integrity  of  the  Union,  The  result  of  each 
is  the  same ;  smce  a  State*  in  which,  by  a  uaurpa- 
ticm  of  power,  the  constitntional  antiiority  of  ue 
Federal  Gorernment  ia  openly  defied  and  set  aside, 
wants  only  the  form  to  be  independent  of  the 
Union. 

The  right  of  a  peoi4e  of  a  ^gle  State  to  absolve 
theniBelves  at  will,  and  without  the  consent  of  the 
other  States,  from  their  most  solemn  obligations, 
and  haxard  tiie  liberties  and  happiness  trf  the  mil- 
lions composing  this  Uidon,  cannot  be  acknowl- 
edged. Such  authority  Is  believed  to  be  utteriy 
repugnant  both  to  the  principles  upon  which  the 
General  Government  is  constituted,  and  to  the  ob- 
jects which  it  is  expressly  formed  to  attain. 

Against  all  acts  which  may  be  alleged  to  tran- 
scend the  constitutional  power  of  the  Government, 
or  which  may  be  Inconvenient  or  oppressive  in 
th^r  operation,  the  constitntion  itself  has  pre- 
scribed the  modes  of  redress.  It  is  the  acknowl- 
edged attribute  of  free  institutions,  that,  onder 
them,  the  empire  of  reason  and  law  ia  substituted 
for  the  power  of  the  sword.  To  no  other  source 
can  Bpp<»ls  for  supposed  wrongs  be  made,  consist* 
ently  with  the  obligationi  of  South  Carolma ;  to 
no  other  can  such  appeals  be  nude  with  safety  at 
any  time;  and  to  their  decisions,  when  constitu- 
tionally pronounced,  it  becomes  the  duty,  no  less 
of  the  pubhc  authorities  than  of  the  people,  in 
every  case  to  yield  a  patriotic  submis^on. 

That  a  State,  or  any  other  great  portion  of  the 
people,  suffering  under  long  and  intolerable  op- 
presdon,  and  having  tried  aU  constitutional  reme- 
dies without  the  nope  of  redress,  may  have  a 
natural  right,  when  their  ha{^nces  can  be  no 
otherwise  secured,  and  when  they  can  do  so  with- 
out greater  injury  to  otbert,  to  absolve  themselves 
from  th^  obligations  to  tiie  Oovenunent,  and  ap> 
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pefti  to  the  lut  resort,  needa  not,  on  tlie  prewnt 
occaoioD,  be  denied. 

The  existence  of  this  right,  howerer,  nmst  de- 
pend ^wn  the  causes  which  ma;  jtuUfy  its  exer- 
cise. It  is  the  ultima  ratio,  which  presappoeee  that 
the  proper  appeals  to  all  other  means  of  redress 
hare  beea  made  In  good  &ith,  and  which  can  never 
be  rightfully  resorted  to  unless  it  be  uaav(ridBble. 
It  is  not  the  right  of  the  State,  hot  of  the  individ- 
nal,  and  of  all  the  indivldaals  in  the  State.  It  is 
the  right  of  mankind  gcnemDT  to  secure,  by  all 
means  in  tfaeir  power,  the  bleselngs  of  liberty  and 
happiness;  but  when,  for  these  purposes,  any  body 
of  men  have  Toluntarily  associated  themaelTes  un- 
der a  particular  form  of  Govemment,  no  portion 
of  them  can  disscdve  the  association  without  ac- 
knowledging the  eomlatire  ridit  in  the  remainder 
to  decide  whether  that  dasohmoD  can  be  permitted 
cosdstently  with  the  general  hapi^ess.  In  this 
Tiew,  it  is  a  right  dependent  upon  the  power  to  en- 
force It.  Such  a  right,  though  it  may  be  admitted 
to  pre-exist,  and  cannot  be  wholly  surrendered,  Is 
necessarily  suMected  to  limitations  in  all  free  Oot- 
emmenti,  and  in  compacta  of  afl  kinds,  freely  and  \ 
Toluntarily  enterea  into,  and  in  vUeh  the  Interest 
and  veUkre  of  the  ludiridual  become  identified  with 
those  of  the  commnidty  of  which  he  Is  a  member. 
In  compacts  between  indiTiduals,  hoverer  deeply 
they  may  affect  their  relations,  these  principles  are 
acknowledged  to  create  a  sacred  (dulgation;  and 
in  compacts  of  dTll  Goremment,  involving  the 
Ubwties  and  happiness  of  millions  of  mankind,  the 
ob^ntion  cannot  be  less. 

'Vntbout  adverting  to  the  particnlar  theories  to 
vhich  the  Federal  compact  has  ^ven  rise,  both  as 
to  its  formation  and  the  parties  to  it,  and  without 
inquiring  whether  it  be  merely  federal,  or  aodal,  or 
national,  it  is  sufficient  that  it  must  be  admitted  to 
be  a  compact,  and  to  possess  the  obligations  inci- 
dent to  a  compact ;  to  be  **  a  compact  by  which 
power  is  created  on  the  one  band,  and  obedience 
exacted  on  the  other ;  a  compact  freely,  voluntari- 
ly, and  aolemnly  entered  into  by  the  several  States, 
and  ratified  by  the  people  thereof,  respectively ;  a 
compact  by  which  the  several  States,  and  the  peo- 
ple thereof  respectively,  have  bound  themselves  to 
each  other,  and  to  the  Federal  Government,  and  by 
whidi  the  Federal  Goremment  la  bound  to  the  sev- 
eral States,  and  to  every  citisen  of  the  United 
States."  To  this  compact,  in  whatever  mode  it 
may  have  been  done,  the  people  of  Sooth  Carolina 
have  freely  and  voluntarily  given  their  assent ;  and 
to  the  whole  and  every  part  of  it,  they  are,  upon 
every  principle  of  good  fiuth,  inviolslily  iioand. 
Under  this  obligation  they  are  bound,  and  should 
be  required  to  contribute  their  portion  of  the  pub- 
Uc  expense,  and  to  submit  to  all  laws  made  by  the 
common  consent,  in  pursuance  of  the  constitution, 
for  the  conunoD  defence  and  general  weliare,  until 
they  can  Iw  chained  in  tlie  mode  which  the  com- 
pact has  providedfor  the  attainment  of  those  great 
ends  of  the  Govemmeot  and  the  ITnioD.  Nothing 
leas  than  causes  wUch  would  justify  revolutionary 
r^nedy,  can  absolve  the  peo^e  from  this  obliga- 
tion;  and  for  notiiing  less  can  the  Oovemment 
permit  it  to  be  done  without  violating  its  own  ob- 
ligations, by  vhich,  under  the  compact,  it  is  bound 
to  the  other  Slateii,  and  to  every  dtizen  of  Uw 
United  States. 

These  dednctions  ^unly  flow  Stom  the  nature 
of  the  federal  compact,  wmdi  la  one  of  llmitationa. 
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not  only  npon  the  powers  originally  pomessed  by 
the  parties  thereto,  but  also  upon  Uiose  confenvd 
on  tiie  Government,  and  every  d^artment  thereoC 
It  win  be  finely  conceded  that,  by  the  prindidei 
of  our  system,  all  power  is  vested  In  the  people; 
but  to  be  exercised  in  the  mode,  and  subject  to  the 
checks  which  the  people  themselves  have  pre- 
scribed. These  checks  are,  undoubtedly,  only  dif- 
ferent modifioations  of  tlw  same  great  papular 
principle  which  Ues  at  the  foundation  of  the  wb^ 
but  are  not,  on  that  aoeoont,  to  be  leu  r^arded 
or  less  obligatory. 

Upon  the  power  of  Congress,  the  veto  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive, and  the  authority  of  the  .TudicLMy,  which 
Is  to  extend  to  all  cases  in  Uw  and  equity  arising 
under  the  constitution,  and  laws  of  the  Unib^ 
Statei  made  in  pttrsuance  thereof;  are  tiie  obrions 
checks ;  and  the  sound  action  <a  public  otHnion, 
with  the  ultimate  power  of  amendment,  is  we  aal- 
ntary  and  only  limitation  upon  the  powan  oi  the 
whole. 

However  It  may  be  alleged  that  a  violation  of 
the  compact,  by  ue  measures  of  the  Government, 
can  affect  the  obligations  of  the  partlei,  U  oannot 
even  be  pretended  that  aooh  vioUdon  can  be  prad- 
icated  of  those  measures  until  all  the  eoostHttttonal 
remedies  dull  have  bem  fUly  tried.  If  the  Fed- 
eral Government  exerdse  powers  not  warranted  by 
the  constitution,  and  immediately  affecting  indi- 
viduals, it  will  scarcely  be  denied  that  the  proper 
remedy  is  a  recoorse  to  tiie  Jnddaiy.  8w»i,  nn- 
donbtedly,  is  the  remedy  fbr  those  who  down  the 
acts  of  Congress  laying  duties  and  imposts,  and  pro- 
viding for  Uieir  collection,  to  be  unconstitutiouL 
The  whole  operation  of  such  laws  is  upon  the  indi- 
viduals importing  the  merchandise.  A  State  Is  ab- 
solutely probibiMd  from  laying  imposts  or  dsties  on 
imports  or  exports,  without  tike  consent  of  Congress, 
and  cannot  beoome  a  party,  under  these  laws,  witii- 
out  importing  in  her  own  name,  or  wrongftuly  In- 
terporing  her  authority  agdnst  them.  By  thni 
interposmg,  however,  she  cannot  rightfully  obstruct 
the  operauoD  of  the  laws  upon  individuals.  For 
their  disobetUence  to,  or  violation  of,  the  laws,  the 
ordinary  remedies  through  the  judicial  tribunals 
would  remain.  And  In  a  case  wure  an  individual 
should  .be  prosecuted  for  any  offence  against  the 
UwB,  he  could  not  set  up,  in  justification  of  his  act, 
a  law -of  the  State,  which,  being  unconstitutional, 
would  tbcrefore  be  regarded  aa  null  and  void.  The 
law  of  a  State  cannot  authorize  the  commlssioQ  of 
a  crime  against  the  United  States,  of  any  other  act 
which,  according  to  the  supreme  law  of  the  Union, 
woidd  be  otherwise  unlawfoL  And  it  is  equdly 
clear,  that,  if  tbeie  be  any  ease  In  wMoh  a  State,  a* 
such,  is  affected  by  the  law  t>eyond  the  scope  of 
judicial  power,  the  remedy  consists  in  appeals  to 
the  people,  either  to  effect  a  change  in  the  re  pre- 
sentation,  or  to  procure  relief  by  an  amendment  of 
the  constitution.  But  the  meaauses  of  the  Gov- 
ernment are  to  be  reoMuzed  as  valid,  and,  eonse- 
qnentiy,  supreme,  until  these  remedies  shall  have 
been  efibctually  tried;  and  any  attempt  to  subvert 
those,  measures,  or  to  render  the  laws  subordi- 
nate to  State  authority,  and,  afterwards,  to  resort 
to  conatitutioool  redress,  is  worse  than  evasive. 
It  would  not  be  a  proper  reriatance  to  "  a  Govern- 
ment of  unlimited  powers,"  aa  has  been  sometimes 
pretended,  but  nnlawfU  OppOdtion  to  the  vory 
limitations  on  which  the  harmonious  action  of  tm 
Qovemment,  and  >U  its  puta^  abodotdy  depends. 
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Sooth  Ctroliiu  hu  q>pealed  to  nnw  of  thew  ram- 
•dies,  bat,  in  effect,  bM  defied  tbem  aH  While 
thic«tening  to  aepante  from  the  UniOD,  If  My  at- 
tampt  be  autde  to  enforce  the  revenne  laws  other- 
wise than  through  the  civil  tribonals  of  the  ootmtry, 
fht  has  not  only  not  appealed  in  her  own  namB  to 
Uiose  tribanals  which  the  coDstitnUon  hu  provided 
tot  all  «Mes  in  law  or  eqidty  aiUiw  under  the  Con- 
■titntion  and  lawi  of  the  United  States,  bat  has 
•ndeavored  to  frustrate  the  proper  aoUon  on  her 
ddaois,  by  drawing  the  cognizance  of  cases  under 
the  rerenne  laws  to  her  own  tribnnala,  specially 
prepared  and  fitted  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  the 
acts  passed  by  the  State  to  obstruct  those  laws,  and 
both  the  Judges  and  jurors  of  which  will  be  bound, 
by  the  import  of  oaths  previously  taken,  to  treat 
the  CoBStitnton  and  laws  of  the  United  States  in  this 
respect  as  a  noUlty.  "Sor  has  the  State  made  the 
proper  appeal  to  public  opinion,  and  to  the  remedy 
of  ameodment.  For,  without  waiting  to  learn 
whether  the  other  States  wUI  consent  to  a  conven- 
tion, or,  if  they  do,  will  ooiutme  or  amend  the 
constitution  to  smt  her  views,  she  has,  of  ber  own 
antbority,  altered  the  Import  of  that  fnatniment,  and 

Sven  immeffiate  efibct  to  the  dumge.  In  fine,  she 
IS  set  her  own  will  and  authority  above  the  laws, 
has  made  herself  arbiter  in  her  own  cause,  and  has 
passed  at  once  over  all  intermediate  steps  to  meas- 
^  nres  of  avowed  resistance,  which,  unless  they  be 
'  submitted  to,  can  be  enforced  only  by  the  sword. 
In  decUUng  upon  the  course  which  a  Ugh  sense 
of  doty  to  aS  the  people  of  the  Uidted  Sutea  im- 
poses upon  the  authorities  of  the  Union,  in  this 
emergency,  it  cannot  be  overiooked  that  there  is 
no  sufficient  cause  for  the  acts  of  South  Carolina, 
or  for  her  thus  placing  In  jeopardy  the  happness 
of  so  many  millions  of  people.  Hisnile  and  op- 
presuon,  to  warrant  the  disruption  of  the  iVee  insti- 
tutions of  the  Union  of  these  States,  should  be  great 
and  lasdng,  defying  all  other  remedy.  For  causes 
of  minor  character,  the  Government  could  not  sub- 
mit to  such  a  catastrophe  without  a  vlolaUon  of  its 
most  sacred  obligations  to  the  other  States  of  the 
Union  who  have  submitted  their  desUny  to  its 
hands. 

There  is,  in  the  present  instance,  no  such  cause, 
eldier  In  the  degree  of  misrule  or  oppresdon  com- 
plained of,  or  In  the  hopelessness  of  redress  by 
constitutional  means.  The  long  sanction  they  have 
received  from  the  proper  authorities,  and  from  the 
neoplp,  not  less  than  the  unexampled  growth  and 
increasing  prosperity  of  so  many  millions  of  free- 
men, attest  that  no  such  oppression  as  would  justify 
or  even  palUate  inch  a  resort,  can  be  jnst^  imputed 
either  to  the  present  policy  or  past  measnres  in  the 
Federal  Government  The  same  mode  of  collecting 
duties,  and  for  the  name  general  objects,  which  be- 
gan with  the  fouudatioo  of  the  Government,  and 
which  has  conducted  the  country,  through  its  sub- 
sequent steps,  to  its  present  enviable  condition  of 
happiness  and  renown,  has  not  been  chan^d.  Tax- 
ation and  representation,  the  great  principle  of  the 
American  revolution,  have  continually  gone  hand 
in  hand ;  and  at  all  times,  and  in  every  instan'oe,  no 
tax,  of  any  kind,  has  been  imposed  without  their 
participation;  and  in  some  instances,  which  have 
been<oomidained  of,  with  the  express  assent  of  a 
part  of  the  BeTwesentatives  of  South  Carolina  in 
the  coundls  of  the  Government.  Up  to  the  present 
period,  DO  revenue  has  been  raised  beyond  the  ne- 
cessary wants  of  the  country  and  the  mthnhed 
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expendltores  of  the  Government.  And  as  soon  ai 
the  burden  of  the  pubUe  debt  is  removed,  those 
charged  with  the  administratioo  have  promptly  rec- 
ommended a  corresponding  reduction  of  revenue. 

That  this  system,  thns  pursued,  has  resulted  in  no 
such  oppression  upon  South  Carolina,  needs  no  other 
proof  than  the  solemn  and  official  declaration  of  the 
late  Chief  Magistrate  of  that  State,  in  his  address 
to  the  Legislature.  In  that  be  says,  that  "the  oc- 
currences of  the  past  year,  in  connection  with  our 
domestic  concerns,  are  to  be  reviewed  with  a  senti- 
ment of  fervent  gratitude  to  the  Great  Disposer  of 
human  events ;  that  tributes  of  grateM  acknowl- 
edgment are  due  for  the  various  and  multif^ed 
blessings  ha  has  been  pleased  to  bestow  on  our 
people ;  that  abundant  harvests,  in  every  quarter 
of  we  State,  have  crowned  the  'exertions  of  agri* 
cultural  labor;  that  health,  almost  beyond  former 
precedent,  has  blessed  our  homes;  and  that  there 
IS  not  less  reason  for  thankfulness  in  surveying  our 
social  condition."  It  would,  indeed,  be  difficult  to 
imagine  oppression  where,  in  the  social  condition 
of  a  people,  there  was  equal  cause  of  thaokfnlnesa 
as  for  abundant  harvests,  and  v«iied  and  multiplied 
blessings  witii  which  a  kind  Providence  had  flivored 
them. 

Independentiy  of  these  considerations,  it  will  not 
escape  observation  that  South  Carolina  still  claims 
to  be  a  component  part  of  the  Union ;  to  partici- 
pate in  the  national  councils,  and  to  share  in  the 
public  benefits,  without  contributing  to  ti>e  public 
bnrdecs ;  thus  asserting  the  dangerous  anomaly  of 
continuing  in  an  association  wiuioot  acknowledg- 
ing any  other  obligation  to  its  laws  than  what  de- 
pends upon  her  own  will. 

In  this  posture  of  affairs,  the  duty  of  the  Govern 
ment  seems  to  be  plain.  It  inculcates  a  recognition 
of  tiiat  State  as  a  member  of  the  Union,  and  sub- 
ject to  its  authority  ;  a  vfn^eation  of  the  just 
power  of  the  constitution ;  the  preservation  of  the 
integrity  of  the  Union ;  and  the  execution  of  the 
laws  by  all  constitutional  means. 

The  constitution,  which  his  oath  of  office  obliges 
him  to  support,  declares  that  the  Executive  "  shall 
take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed,"  and, 
in  providing  that  he  shall,  fVom  time  to  time,  give 
to  Congress  information  of  the  state  of  the  Union, 
and  recommend  to  tbeir  consideration  such  meas- 
ures as  be  shall  judge  necessary  and  expedient, 
imposes  the  additional  obligation  of  recommending 
to  Congress  such  more  efficient  provision  for  exe* 
cuting  the  laws  as  may,  from  time  to  time,  be  found 
requiute. 

The  ianw  Instrument  confers  on  Congress  the 
power  not  merely  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties, 
ImposU,  and  excises,  to  pay  the  debts,  and  provide 
for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare,  but 
"  to  make  all  laws  which  shalt  be  necessary  and 
proper  for  carrying  into  effect  the  foregoing  powers, 
and  all  other  powers  vested  by  the  constitution  ui 
the  Government  of  the  United  Statea,  or  in  any  de< 
partment  or  officer  thereof;"  and  also  to  provide 
for  calling  forth  the  militia  for  executing  the  laws 
of  the  Union.  In  all  cases  similar  to  the  [uvsent, 
the  duties  of  the  Government  become  the  measure 
of  its  powers ;  and  whenever  it  fails  to  exercise  a 
power  necessary  and  proper  to  the  discharge  of  the 
duty  prescribed  by  the  constitution,  it  violates  the 
public  trusts  not  less  than  it  would  in  transcending 
its  proper  limits.  To  refrain,  therefore,  from  the 
Mgh  and  Mtlemn  daties  thua  eiyoined,  however 
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paiitfiil  the  performance  may  be,  and  thereby  tadtly 
pemiit  the  rightful  aathority  of  the  GoTemment  to 
be  eootemned,  and  its  laws  obstnieted  by  a  fflnf;le 
State,  would  neither  comport  wtth  its  own  safety, 
nor  the  rights  of  the  great  body  of  the  American 
people. 

It  hdng  thus  shown  to  1m  the  dnty  of  the  Ezeen- 
tire  to  ezecate  the  laws  by  all  constitudonsl  means, 
it  remains  to  consider  the  extent  of  those  already 
at  his  disposal,  and  what  It  may  be  proper  further 
to  {novide. 

In  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trets- 
nry  to  the  eoUectota  hi  8dath  Ouvlhis,  the  proTl- 
iooB  and  regulations  made  by  the  act  of  1799,  and 
also  tfap  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitares,  for  their 
enforcement,  are  particularly  detailed  and  expldned. 
It  may  be  well  apprehended,  howerer,  that  these 
proTisioiis  may  prove  inadeqoate  to  meet  such  an 
open,  powerftU,  oiganized  opposition,  as  Is  to  be 
commenced  after  Me  1st  of  February  nexL 

Subsequently  to  the  date  of  these  instnicttons, 
and  to  the  passage  of  the  ordinance,  information 
hai  been  received,  from  sources  entitled  to  be  relied 
on,  that,  owing  to  the  popular  excitement  in  the 
State,  and  the  effect  of  the  on^nance  declaring  the 
execndon  of  the  revenue  laws  anlawAil,  a  sufficient 
number  of  persons,  In  whom  confidence  miKbt  be 
placed,  could  not  be  indoeed  to  accept  the  office  of 
faqtector,  to  oppose  whh  any  probaUlity  of  success, 
the  force  which  wiO,  no  donbt,  be  used  when  an  at- 
tempt is  made  to  remove  Teesels  and  their  cargoes 
from  the  custody  of  the  officers  of  the  customs ; 
and,  indeed,  that  it  would  be  impracticable  for  the 
eoDeetor,  with  the  ud  of  any  number  of  inspectors 
whom  be  may  be  authotixed  to  emi^y,  to  preserve 
the  eiutody  againet  aoch  an  attempt. 

Ihe  removal  of  the  custom-bouse  frtna  Charles- 
tm  to  CasUe  Ilnchney  was  deemed  a  measure  of 
neoessaxy  precaution;  and  though  the  authority  to 

E've  that  direction  is  not  questioned,  it  is  neveitbe- 
18  apparent  that  a  rimilar  precaution  cannot  be 
observed  in  regard  to  the  porta  of  Geoi^^wn  and 
Bcanfbrt,  eaeh  of  which^  under  the  jwesent  laws, 
nm^ns  a  port  of  entry,  and  exposed  to  the  obstruc- 
tions meditated  In  that  quarter. 

In  conddering  the  best  means  of  avt^ding  or  of 
peventiog  the  apprehended  obstruction  to  the  col- 
lection of  the  revenue,  and  the  consequenoes  which 
may  ensue,  it  would  appear  to  be  proper  and  necee- 
aary,  to  enable  the  wBcers  of  the  customs  to  pre- 
serve the  custody  of  vessels  and  thdr  cargoes,  which, 
by  the  exIsUng  laws,  they  are  required  to  take, 
antO  the  dudes  to  which  they  are  liable  shall  be 
paid  or  secured.  The  mode  by  which  it  is  contem- 
I^ated  to  deprive  them  of  that  custody,  is  the  pro- 
cess of  replevin,  and  that  of  capiat  m  fritherrtam, 
in  the  nature  of  a  distress  flrom  the  state  tribunals 
OTganized  by  the  ordinance. 

Ageiost  the  proceeding  in  the  nature  of  a  ^ 
treas^  it  is  not  percdved  that  the  eoneetor  can  In- 
terpose any  reostance  whatever;  and  agdnst  the 
process  of  replevin  authorized  by  the  law  of  the 
state,  be,  having  no  common  law  power,  can  only 
oppose  such  inspectors  as  he  is  by  statute  author- 
ised, and  may  find  it  practicable  to  employ ;  and 
theae,  from  ue  Information  already  adveriad  to, 
are  shown  to  be  wholly  inadequate. 

The  respect  which  that  process  deserves  most, 
therefore,  be  cooridered. 

If  tiie  authorities  of  South  Carolina  had  not  ob- 
•tmctal  the  Intimate  sctioA  of  the  courts  of  tiie 


United  States,' or  if  they  had  permitted  the  Bute 
tribunals  to  admiidster  die  law  according  to  their 
oath  under  the  constitution,  and  the  regwtioia  ^ 
the  laws  of  the  Tlnion,  the  General  Qovemment 
might  have  been  content  to  look  to  thua  for  main* 
taining  the  custody,  and  to  mconiUer  the  other 
inconveniences  ariung  oat  of  the  recent  proceed- 
ings. Even  in  that  case,  however,  the  process  of 
replevin  from  the  courts  of  tiie  State  would  be 
irregular  and  unauthorized.  It  has  been  decided 
by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  SUtes  that  the 
courts  of  the  United  States  have  exclotive  jo>iBdie> 
tion  of  all  edaures  made  m  land  or  mter  for  a 
breach  of  the  bws  of  the  United  Slates,  and  any 
intervention  of  a  State  autiiority,  which,  by  taking 
the  thing  seized  out  of  the  hands  of  the  United 
States  officer,  might  obstmct  the  exercise  of  tUs 
jurisdiction,  is  unlawful ;  that,  in  such  case,  the 
court  of  the  United  States  having  cognizance  of 
the  seizure,  may  enforce  a  re-ddivery  of  the  tidng 
by  attachment  or  other  sammary  process:  that  the 
question  under  such  a  suzure,  whether  a  forfeiture 
has  been  actually  incurred,  belongs  exclusively  to 
the  courts  of  the  United  States,  and  it  depends  on 
the  final  decree  whether  the  seizure  is  to  be  deemed 
rightfVil  or  tortuous ;  and  that'  not  until  the  seiz- 
ure be  finally  judged  wrongful,  and  without  prob- 
able cause,  by  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  can 
the  p*rty  proceed  at  common  law  for  damages  In 
the  State  courts. 

But  by  making  it  **  nnlawftil  for  any  of  the  consti< 
tuted  authorities,  whether  of  the  United  Statesorof 
the  State,  to  enforce  the  laws  for  the  payment  of 
duties,  and  declaring  that  all  jodidal  proceedings 
which  sliall  be  hereafter  had  in  aiBrmance  of  the 
contracts  made  with  pmrpose  to  secure  the  dutiee 
imposed  by  the  said  acta,  ore,  uid  shall  be,  held  ut- 
terly nuUandvoEd,"  she  has,  hi  effect,  abrogated  the 
judicial  tribunals  within  her  limits  in  Uus  respect — 
has  nrtually  denied  the  Uuited  States  access  to  the 
courts'  established  by  their  own  laws,  and  decUred 
it  unlawM  for  the  judges  to  dischanje  those  duties 
iriiich  they  are  sworn  to  perform,  fiilieaof  theae, 
she  has  substituted  those  Slate  tribunab  abea<fyad> 
verted  to,  the  Judges  whereof  are  not  merely  for- 
bidden to  allow  an  appeal,  or  permit  a  copy  of  th^ 
record,  but  are  previously  sworn  to  disregird  the 
laws  of  the  Union,  and  enforce  those  only  of  South 
Carolina;  and  thus  deprived  of  the  function  essen- 
tial to  the  judidal  character,  of  inquiring  into  tiie 
validity  of  the  law,  and  the  right  of  the  matter, 
become  merely  mimirterfal  instruments  in  aid  of  the 
concerted  obstruction  of  the  laws  of  the  I7ni(Hi. 

Neither  the  process  nor  authority  of  these  tri- 
bunals, thus  constituted,  can  be  respected,  consist- 
ently with  the  supremacy  of  the  laws,  or  the  rights 
and  security  of  the  citizen.  If  they  be  submitted  to, 
the  protection  due  from  the  Government  to  Hs 
oflBeen  uid  citizens  is  withheld,  and  thtme  is,  at 
once,  an  end,  not  only  to  the  btwa,  but  to  the  Union 
Itself. 

Against  such  a  force  as  the  sheriff  may,  and 
which,  by  the  re^^vin  law  of  South  Carolina,  it  is 
his  duty  to  exercise,  it  ctmnot  bo  expected  that  a 
collector  can  retain  his  custody  with  the  aid  of  the 
Inspectors^  In  such  case,  it  is  tni&  it  would  be  com* 
peteot  to  institute  suits  hi  the  United  States  eoorU 
against  those  engwed  in  the  unlawfol  prooeediog : 
or  the  property  might  he  adzed  for  a  tddatim  of 
the  revenue  laws,  and,  bung  libelled  in  the  proper 
courts,  an  order  might  be  made  for  Its  redeuveiy, 
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irbich  vooM  be  commlttfld  to  the  manfail  for  exe* 
cation.  But,  in  that  case,  the  fourth  section  of  the 
act,  in  broad  and  unqualified  terms,  makes  It  the 
daty  of  the  sbertlT  "  to  prereat  such  recapture  or 
•eizore,  or  to  redelirer  the  goods,  as  the  case  mnj 
be."  "eveo  onderany  proeesi^  order  or  decrees,  or 
other  pretext,  contrary  to  the  troe  intent  and  mean- 
ing of  the  ordinance  aforesiUd.'*  It  is  thus  made 
the  duty  of  the  sheriff  to  oppose  the  process  of  the 
courts  of  the  United  States ;  and,  for  that  pur- 
pose, if  need  be,  to  employ  the  whole  power  of  the 
county;  and  the  act  expreasly  reserres  to  him  all 
power  which,  independently  of  its  provisions,  he 
could  bare  used.  In  this  reserration.  It  obviously 
eontemplatee  a  resort  to  otiier  means  (ban  those 
partteowrly  nentioned. 

It  Is  not  to  be  disgiused  that  the  power  which  it 
is  thus  enjoined  upon  the  sheriff  to  employ,  is  noth- 
ing less  than  the  potat  eotnitatuii,  in  all  the  rigor  of 
the  ancient  common  law.  This  power,  th'oo^h  It  may 
be  used  against  nnlawful  reristance  to  judictal  pro- 
cess, li,  in  its  character,  fbr^le,  and  andogons  to 
that  conferred  upon  the  marshals  by  the  actof  1786. 
It  is,  in  fikct,  the  embodying  of  tbe  whole  mass  of  the 
population,  under  the  command  of  a  sbiKle  indi- 
vidual, to  accomplish,  by  their  forcible  aid,  what 
could  not  be  effected  peaceably,  and  by  the  ordi- 
nary means.  It  may  properly  be  said  to  be  the 
reHct  of  those  ages  in  whidi  the  laws  could  be  de- 
fended rather  by  physical  than  moral  force,  and,  in 
its  origin,  was  conferred  npon  the  aherUb  of  Eng- 
land to  enable  them  to  defend  their  country  against 
any  of  the  King's  enemies  when  tfaey  came  into  the 
land,  as  well  as  for  the  parpose  of  executing  pro- 
cess. In  eariyand  less  civilized  Umes,  it  was  in- 
tended to  include  "the  aid  and  attendance  of  all 
knli^ts  and  oUiera  who  were  bound  to  have  har- 
ness." In  indndea  the  right  of  going  with  arms 
and  military  equipment,  and  embraces  urger  classes 
and  greater  masses  of  population  than  can  be  com- 
pelled by  tbe  laws  of  moat  of  tbe  States  to  perform 
militia  duty.  If  the  principles  of  tbe  common  law 
are  recognized  in  South  Oarollna,  (and  from  this 
act  it  would  seem  they  are,)  the  power  of  summon- 
ing the  pott  coMtfoltu  will  eompd,  under  tbe  pen- 
wltj  of  fine  and  Imprisonment,  every  man  over  the 
ue  of  fifteen,  and  able  to  travel,  to  turn  out,  at 
the  call  of  the  sheriff,  and  with  such  weapons  as 
may  be  necessary ;  and  it  may  Justify  beating,  and 
even  killing,  snob  as  may  resist  The  use  of  'the 
■osM  eomitahu  is,  therefore,  a  direct  appUoaUon  of 
force,  andca^otbe  otherwise  regarded  than  as  tiie 
employment  of  tbe  whole  mtlilia  rorce  of  the  eonntry, 
and  in  an  equally  effident  form  under  a  different 
name.  No  proceeding  which  resorts  to  this  power, 
to  the  extent  contem^uated  by  tbe  act,  can  be  prop- 
erty denominated  peaceable. 

The  act  of  Soatb  Carolina,  however,  does  not 
idy  altogether  upon  tUa  fbmddable  remedy.  For 
nvrn  attempUng  to  resiat  or  obey — ^tbon^  by  the 
aid  only  of  the  ordinary  officers  of  the  customs — the 
process  of  refdevioj  the  collector  and  all  concerned 
are  subjected  to  a  further  proceeding,  in  the  nature 
of  a  distress  of  their  personal  effects;  and  are,  more- 
over, made  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  liable  to 
be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  one  thousand, 
nor  more  than  five  thousand  dollars,  and  to  [mpris> 
onment  not  exceeding  two  years,  and  not  leas  than 
rix  months ;  and  for  even  attempting  to  exeonte  tbe 
order  of  tbe  court  for  retaking  tbe  noperty,  the 
marshal,  and  all  lidrtiin,  would  be  giultjr  t>f  nnd^ 


demeanor,  and  liable  to  a  fine  of  not  less  than  three 
thousand  dollars,  nor  more  than  ten  tfaoosand,  and 
to  imprisonment  not  exceeding  two  years,  nor  less 
than  one ;  and,  in  case  the  goods  should  be  retaken 
under  such  process,  it  is  ms4e  the  absdute  duty  of 
tlie  sheriff  to  retake  them. 

It  is  not  to  be  suppoeed  that,  in  the  bee  of  these 
penalUes,  aided  by  the  powerful  fbroe  of  the  coun- 
ty, which  would  doubtless  be  brooght  to  sustain 
the  State  oflScers,  either  that  the  collector  would 
retain  the  custody  in  the  first  instance,  or  that  the 
marshal  could  summon  sufl^dent  aid  to  retake  the 
property,  pumant  to  the  order  or  other  proeeas  of 
the  court. 

It  is,  moreover,  obvions  that  In  tUi  eonfiiet  be- 
tween the  powers  of  the  oflcers  of  the  United 
States  and  of  the  State,  (unless  tbe  latter  be 
pasnirely  submitted  to,)  the  destruction  to  which 
the  property  of  the  officers  of  the  customs  would 
be  exposed,  the  commiadon  of  actud  violence,  and 
the  kMs  of  lives,  would  be  scarcely  avddable. 

Under  these  dreamalaneei,  and  the  proridiBui  ot 
Uie  act  of  South  Gardina,  the  execution  of  tlie 
laws  is  rendered  Impracticable  even  throorii  the 
ordinary  Judicial  tribunals  of  the  United  States. 
There  would  certainly  bo  fewer  difficulties,  and  leas 
opportunity  of  actuu  colliuon  between  tbe  officers 
of  the  United  States  and  of  the  State,  and  the  cd< 
lection  of  the  ravenne  would  be  mora  dbetwUlj 
secured — If  indeed  it  can  be  done  in  any  other  way 
—by  placing  the  ctutom-hoose  twyond  the  imme- 
diate power  of  the  county. 

For  this  purpose,  it  might  be  proper  to  provide 
tiiat  whenever,  by  any  unlawful  combhiation  or  ob- 
struotioQ  in  any  State,  or  in  any  port,  It  should  be- 
come impracticable  fiiithfully  to  collect  the  duties, 
the  Freddent  of  the  United  States  shodd  be  author- 
ized to  alter  and  aboUsb  nefa  of  the  districts  and 
porta  of  entry  as  shodd  be  neoeasaiy,  and  to  es- 
tablish the  custom-house  at  some  secure  place-with- 
in some  port  or  harbor  of  such  State;  and.  In 
such  cases,  it  shodd  be  the  duty  of  the  collector  to 
rende  at  such  place,  and  to  detain  dl  vessels  and 
cargoes  until  tbe  duties  imposed  by  law  shouM  be 
propeiiy  secured  or  paid  in  cash,  deducting  Interest; 
that,  in  audi  cases,  it  riioold  be  unlawM  to  take 
tbe  vessel  and  cargo  firom  the  custody  of  the  proper 
officer  of  the  customs,  unless  by  process  from  tbe 
ordinary  judicial  tribunals  of  the  Umted  States ; 
and  that,  in  case  of  an  attempt  otherwise  to  take 
the  property  by  a  force  too  great  to  be  overcome 
by  tKe  officers  of  the  customs,  It  shodd  be  lawfd 
to  protect  the  poasesdon  of  the  officers  by  the  em- 
ployment of  tbe  land  and  navd  forces,  and  militia, 
under  provisions  dmilar  to  those  authorized  by  the 
]  Ith  section  of  the  act  of  tbe  (Kb  of  January,  1 809. 
'  This  proridon,  however,  wodd  not  shield  the 
officetB  uid  dtizens  of  the  Cdted  Statea,  acting 
under  the  hws,  from  edta  and  proseontionB,  la  the 
tribunals  of  the  State,  which  midit  thereafter  be 
brought  agdnst  them ;  nor  wodd  it  protect  thdr 
property  from  the  proceeding  by  distress ;  and  it 
may  well  be  apprehended  that  it  wodd  be  insufficient 
to  insure  a  proper  respect  to  the  process  of  tbe 
constitutional  tribunals  in  prosecutions  for  offences 
agdnet  the  Umted  States,  and  to  proteot  the  an- 
Uuritiea  of  the  United  States,  whether  judidd  or 
miulsterid.  In  tbe  performance  of  thdr  duties.  It 
would,  moreover,  be  inadequate  to  extend  the  pro- 
tection due  from  the  Oovemnwntto  that  portion  ol 
tiw  people  of  Sonth  CeroUna,  agdait  outrage  and 
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oi^marioD  of  taj  kind,  who  maj  manifeat  their 
amchment,  and  yield  obedenea  to  tlio  lam  of  the 

TToion. 

It  may,  therefore,  be  desirable  to  reriew,  with 
Kate  modi&cationa  better  adapted  to  the  occasion, 
tiie  6Ui  aectioti  of  the  act  of  tlw  8d  of  Uarch,  1815, 
wliieh  expired  on  the  4th  of  March,  1817,  bj  the 
Kmitation  of  that  of  the  S7th  of  April,  1816 ;  and 
to  provide  that,  in  aoT  eaae,  where  suit  shall  be 
brmigfat  Bgainat  any  indiridnal  in  the  conrts  of  the 
State,  for  any  act  done  under  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  be  abotikl  be  authorixed  to  remove  the  aaid 
oaoae,  by  petition,  into  the  clrcoit  coart  of  the  United 
States,  withontany  copy  of  the  record,  and  that  the 
coorta  shoald  proceed  to  bear  and  determine  the 
■ante  as  if  it  had  been  originally  inatituted  Uierein. 
And  that  in  all  eases  of  iqjnritn  to  the  persona  or 
property  of  individuals  for  disobedience  to  the  or- 
dlnanee,  and  laws  of  South  Carolina  in  parsoance 
thereof,  redress  may  be  aooght  in  the  courts  of  ttie 
TTnited  States.  It  may  ho  expedient,  ^so,  by  mod- 
itjiog  the  resolution  of  the  8d  of  March,  1791,  to 
■atlwrixe  the  marshals  to  make  the  necessary  pro- 
virion  for  the  safe  kee[Mng  of  prisoners  committed 
tmder  tiie  authority  of  the  United  States. 

Provieions  less  than  these,  consisting,  as  they  do, 
fiir  the  mo6t  part,  rather  of  a  revival  of  the  policy  of 
loraier  acts  called  for  by  the  existing  emergency, 
than  of  the  introdoetion  c£  anr  annsnal  or  riniroas 
•nactmenta,  would  not  eanae  uw  laws  of  tbe  iTntoQ 
to  be  property  respected  or  enforced.  It  is  believed 
these  would  prove  inadequate,  unless  the  nulitary 
forces  of  the  State  of  South  CaroUna,  authorixedby 
the  late  act  of  the  Legislature,  should  be  aotnally 
embodied  and  called  out  in  aid  of  thar  proceedings, 
and  of  the  provinona  of  the  ordinanee  generaUy. 
Xveo  in  that  ease,  however,  it  it  believed  that  no 
Mora  win  be  necessary  than  a  fow  modifications  of 
it!  lenaa,  to  adapt  the  act  of  179S  to  the  present 
ememncy,  as,  by  that  act,  the  provisions  of  the 
kw  «  1 7  93  were  aocommodated  to  the  crisis  then  ex- 
isting ;  and  by  conferring  authority  upon  the  Pres- 
ident to  give  It  operation  during  the  wsdon  of  Con- 
gress,  aad  without  tlte  ceremony  of  a  proclamation, 
whenever  it  slaall  be  offidally  made  Iniown  to  htm 
by  the  authority  of  any  State,  or  by  the  eonrta  of 
the  United  States,  that,  within  the  limits  of  such 
State,  the  laws  of  the  United  Sutes  will  be  openly 
opposed,  and  their  execution  obstmctied,  by  the 
actual  employment  of  military  force,  or  by  any  unlaw- 
lU  means  whatsoever,  too  great  (o  be  otherwise 
overcome. 

In  clodng  tUs  eommmiication,  I  dioold  do  lojus- 
tiee  to  my  own  feeUngs  not  to  express  my  confidant 
reOanee  upon  the  di^ositioa  of  each  department  of 
the  GoverameiU  to  perform  its  doty,  and  to  co- 
<qierate  in  all  lueaaurea  naeaHary  in  the  pntent 
emeifency. 

Tbe  crisis  undoubted]^  inrokaa  lh«  fideUty  of  the 
patriot  and  tbe  sagadty  of  tiie  statesnau,  not  more 
in  removing  soch  portion  of  the  pubUo  burden  as 
nay  be  neoessaty,  than  in  preserving  tlie  good 
nrder  of  soc^ty,  and  in  tbe  maintenance  of  well- 
zegidated  liberty. 

While  a  forbearing  spirit  may,  and  I  tmst  will,  be 
exercised  towards  the  erran  of  oar  Ivethren  in  a 
particular  cjnarter,  duty  to  tbe  rest  (tf  tbe  Union  de- 
mands that  ^pen  and  organized  renstance  to  the 
laws  should  At  be  executed  with  impunity. 

The  rich  inheritanea  bequeathed  by  our  fothers 
hn  itninA  vpoa  in  Hie  noted  obUgatlott  of  pre- 
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serving  it  by  tbe  same  virtwcS  which  conducted 
them  through  the  eventful  scenes  of  the  revolution, 
and  ultimately  crowned  their  stru^les  with  the 
noblest  model  of  civil  institutions.  Iniey  bequeath- 
ed to  us  a  Government  of  laws,  and  a  Federal  Union 
founded  upon  the  grei^  principle  of  popuhv  rep- 
resentation. After  a  suceessfnl  experiment  of  forty 
four  years,  at  a  moment  when  the  Government  and 
the  Union  are  the  objects  of  the  hoptB  of  the  friends 
of  civil  liberty  throughout  the  world,  and  in  tbe 
midst  of  public  and  Individual  prosperity  unexampled 
in  history,  we  ue  caUed  to  decide  whether  these 
laws  possess  any  foree,  and  that  Union  tbe  means 
of  self-preaervation.  The  decision  of  this  Question  , 
by  an  enlightened  and  patriotic  people  cannot  ba 
donbtfuL  Tor  myself,  feUow-citizens,  dcvoutiy  re- 
lying upon  that  Idnd  Providence  which  has  hitherto 
watched  over  our  destinies,  and  actuated  by  a  pro- 
found reverence  for  those  institutions  I  have  so 
much  cause  to  love,  and  for  the  American  people, 
whose  partiality  honored  me  with  their  highest 
trust,  I  have  determined  to  spare  no  effort  to  dis- 
charge the  duty  wliich,  in  this  conjuncture,  is  devolv- 
ed upon  me.  That  a  nmilar  8[urit  will  actuate  the 
representatives  of  the  American  peofJe,  is  not  to  be 
questioned ;  and  I  ferventiy  pray  that  the  Great 
Ruler  of  nations  may  so  guide  your  deliberations, 
and  our  joint  measures,  as  that  they  may  prove 
salutary  examples,  not  only  to  the  pnsent,  bnt  to 
future  times;  and  solemnly  proclaim  that  tbe  con- 
stitution and  the  laws  are  supreme,  and  the  Union 
indisBtduble. 

AKDBEW  JACKSON. 
WjUEUfQioir,  Amiary,  1888. 
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JViMn  ^  the  OoMrnment—JIfr.  OMowiU  Sm- 
luHom. 

Hi.  OiLHomr  sabudtted  the  folloiring  reaoln- 
tlons: 

"  Seaolved,  That  the  people  of  the  several  States 
composing  these  United  States  are  united  as  parties 
to  a  constitutional  compact,  to  which  the  pe^e  of 
each  State  acceded  as  a  separate  sovereign  commn< 
nity,  each  binding  itself  by  its  own  particular  ratifi- 
cation i  and  that  the  Union,  of  which  the  said  com- 
pact is  the  bond,  is '  a  noion  between  the  Statce 
ratifyii^  the  same. 

"  Retolved,  Thatthe  people  of  the  several  States 
tbna  united  by  tbe  coostitational  compact,  in  form- 
ing that  instrument,  and  in  creating  a  General  Gov- 
ernment to  carry  into  effect  tbe  objects  for  which 
they  were  formed,  delegated  to  that  Government  for 
that  purpose,  certain  definite  powers,  to  be  exercised 
jointly,  reserving  at  the  same  time,  each  State  to 
itself,  the  residuary  mass  q£  powers^  t«  be  exendsed 
by  its  own  separate  Government ;  and  that  when- 
ever the  General  Government  assumes  the  exercise 
of  powers  not  delegated  by  the  compact,  its  acts 
are  unauthorized,  and  are  of  no  effect ;  and  that 
the  same  Government  is  not  made  the  final  Judge 
<tf  tbe  powers  delegated  to  It,  since  that  woud 
make  its  ffiseretion,  and  not  tiie  ctnutitutlon,  the 
measure  of  its  powers;  but  that,  aa  in  all  other 
cases  of  compact  among  sovereign  parties,  without 
any  common  Judge,  each  has  an  equal  right  to  judee 
for  itself^  as  well  of  the  lufraoUon  as  u  the  mode 
uulmeaioro  of  xedresi. 


Pewan  ^Os  Goammmt—Mr.  dJkotm'a  JUtsoblMM. 
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"  RetoltHd,  That  tho  UMraons  that  the  people  of 
these  United  States,  taken  coUecdTelr  as  iadivid- 
are  now,  or  ever  have  been,  united  on  the 
Windpte  of  the  sodal  compact,  and  as  suoh  are  now 
formed  into  one  nation  or  people,  or  that  they  have 
•Ter  been  so  united  io  any  one  stage  of  tbelr  po- 
Utlcal  existence ;  that  the  people  of  the  seTenl 
States  composing  the  Union  have  not,  as  members 
thereof,  retailed  their  sovereignty ;  that  the  alle- 
giaoce  of  their  citizens  have  been  transferred  to  the 
ueneral  Government ;  that  they  have  parted  with 
tiie  right  of  panishing  treason  through  their  re- 
spective St^  Governments;  and  tliat  they  liavo 
•  not  the  right  of  judging  in  the  last  resort  as  to  the 
extent  of  the  powers  reserved,  and,  of  consequence, 
of  those  delegated ;  are  not  only  without  foundation 
in  truth,  but  are  contrary  to  the  most  certain  and 
plain  historical  facts,  and  the  clearest  deductions 
of  reason ;  and  ail  exercise  of  power  on  the  part  of 
the  Geneiid  Goveniment,  or  any  of  its  departments, 
cUming  autborilT  ftom  so  erroaeoos  aaramptions, 
must  of  necessity  be  anconstitational,  must  tend  di- 
rectly and  inevitably  to  subvert  the  sovereignty  of 
the  States,  to  destroy  the  federal  character  of  the 
Union,  and  to  rear  ou  its  ruins  a  consolidated  Gov- 
ernment, without  constitutional  check  or  limita- 
tion, and  whioh  must  necessarily  terminate  in  the 
Ion  of  liberty  itsslE" 

The  moIationB  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Wednxbdat,  Janoery  SIS. 

Povmt    ih»  Ow«mmeKt-~Mr,  Grvndy**  Bemh- 
Uttitm$. 

lb.  GBimDT  moved  the  foUowing  as  a  snhsti- 
iate  for  the  original  [Mr.  Oalhoun's]  resolntiona. 

"Muohei,  That,  by  the  Gonstitotioo  of  the  United 
States,  certun  powers  are  delegated  to  the  General 
Govenunent,  and  those  not  delegated  am*  [mbibit- 
ed  to  the  States  are  reserved  to  the  States,  respec- 
tively, or  to  the  people 

'*  9.  Kfolved,  That  one  of  the  powers  expressly 
granted  by  the  constitution  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment, and  )»ohiUted  to  the  States,  is  that  of  laying 
dntiea  on  imports. 

*'  8.  Rfotved,  That  the  power  to  lay  imposts  Is 
by  the  consUtution  wholly  tnmsferred  from  the  State 
anthoritiesto  the  General  Government,  without  any 
reservation  of  power  or  right  on  the  part  of  the 
State. 

'U.  IU»olv«d,  That  the  tariff  laws  of  1888  and 
1882  are  exercises  of  the  oonstitntional  power  pos- 
■eised  by  the  Congress  of  tho  United  Sutes,  what- 
ever Tanous  opinions  may  exist  as  to  their  policy 
and  justice. 

*'fi.  Bwli^  That  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  a 
State  to  anniu  an  act  of  Conness  passed  npon  any 
nl^lect  exdudvdy  confided  by  the  constitution  to 
Congress,  is  an  encroachmeat  on  the  rights  of  the 
General  Government. 

"  6.  Jietoived,  That  attempts  to  obstruct  or  pre- 
vent the  execution  of  the  several  acts  of  Congress  im- 
posing duties  on  imports, whether  by  ordinances  of 
conTentitma  or  legiaUtive  enactments,  are  not  war- 
Tanted  by  the  constitnUoo,  and  are  dangerous  to 
the  political  inaUtntions  of  the  coonirj.' 
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Thubsdat,  Jannary  24. 
Puilie  Zandt—IHitribution, 
The  Senate  agfun  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  to  appropriate,  for  a  limited  time, 
the  vrooeeds  of  the  sales  of  the  poblic  lands,  Ac. 

l£r.  BurroH  rose  in  oppontion  to  the  UlL 
Sin  said  Hr.  B.,  the  primary  conoeption  of  this 
biU— tts  distributive  principle — ^ia  anomstita- 
tional ;  its  uetnfic  enaotments,  and  selection  of 
objects  for  the  application  of  the  distribatioD, 
are  so  many  separate,  distinct,  and  aocnmnlatod 
instances  of  constitutional  viidatiMi.  The  as- 
sumption of  State  debts  was  a  new  and  porten- 
tous attack  npon  the  sanctity  of  that  iastra- 
ment ;  the  more  daogerons,  becsose  it  carried 
a  corrupt  temptation  along  with  it.  States  in 
debt  could  only  consult  their  necessities,  not 
Uie  constitution,  when  the  means  of  paying 
their  debts  were  exhibited  to  them  fixim  the 
federal  treasmy.  The  practice  once  b^w^  it 
would  be  immaterial  for  what  purpose  the  debt 
was  created.  The  present  assumption  is  for  « 
class  of  debts  which  the  wildest  latitu^arian 
never  pretwided  could  come  under  the  federal 
cxpeDoiture.  It  is  internal  improvement,  not 
national,  but  local,  to  the  State  in  which  they 
were  made ;  suoh  as  a  State  legislature  directs 
for  the  benefit  of  counties,  pariahes,  and  sec- 
tional divisions  of  its  territory.  The  appropria- 
tion for  general  education  was  a  new  attempt 
to  violate  the  coustitutioa  at  a  point  at  which 
it  had  been  suocessfolly  defended  for  forty 
years.  The  i^lioation  of  the  federd  ftands 
for  the  SQpport  of  a  free  negro  oolooj  on  the 
coast  of  Africa  was  now  for  the  first  time  serious- 
ly attempted.  It  implied  the  right  of  Congrees 
to  apply  those  funds  in  the  emandpalion  of 
slaves ;  for  the  right  to  remove,  and  provide 
for  the  free  blacks,  could  only  be  wpnrtenant 
to  the  right  to  make  them  free.  It  miplied  the 
right  to  stretch  the  Ooastitution  of  the  United 
States  over  the  oontinent  of  Africa;  to  make 
it  cover  two  continents,  and  two  distinct  races 
of  people ;  to  make  it  what  the  enchanted  tent 
was  in  the  Arabian  Nights — a  thing  so  small 
that  it  might  be  held  in  the  palm  of  the  hand, 
and  yet  so  expansible  that  it  mi^t  be  stretched 
over  the  court  and  army  of  the  Great  Mogul. 

Passing  fhim  tiiese  oonstitntitnial  olyectiona, 
which  he  barely  enumerated,  Mr.  B.  went  on 
to  dilate  upon  those  which  applied  to  its  pt^icj 
and  expediency.  At  the  hosd  of  this  list  he 
placed  the  peculiar  character,  turoompoution,  of 
the  bill  itself.  It  was  a  compound  of  ingre- 
dients, conUuning  sometliiQg  to  suit  every 
palate.  Lands  and  money,  roads  and  canals, 
free  schools  and  high  sohoois,  relief  to  debtors, 
emancipation  and  colonization  of  slaves  1  Such 
was  the  cargo  with  which  it  was  freighted  1 
It  came  into  the  Senate  cbuuber,  with  money 
in  every  clause,  to  pay  its  way  throu^  as  the 
souls  of  the  damned  airived  on  Hie  banks  of  the 
river  Styx,  with  money  in  hand  |io  pay  their 
passage  into  hell.  The  aurlj  Charon  never  r»* 
fused  a  iodI  that  had  the  mone7 ;  inthispdita 
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Maemhly,  so  munificent  a  bill  cannot  be  tamed 
oat  of  doors.  Qentlemen  might  torn  tbem- 
Hlres  out  of  doors  if  they  did.  A  hue  and  cry 
miriit  be  rused  agi^st  them  if  they  deprived 
their  oonstitaents  of  snch  large  doue&ur*.  It 
Tras  easj  to  see  how  such  a  bill  most  operate 
upon  the  imagination  of  members ;  seduction 
on  one  hand,  terror  on  the  other  To  accept 
tiie  allotted  portion  might  be  to  pierce  the  con- 
stitution, like  the  robe  of  Onsar,  with  the  stabs 
of  twenty  daf^rs ;  to  r^ect  it,  might  be  to 
jeopard  the  occnpation  of  these  cur^e  chairs, 
•o  dear  to  the  possessors,  and  so  hardly  regain- 
ed wb«n  one  tune  loet.  It  was  wnmg  to  put 
members  to  choose  between  such  alernatires. 
It  waa  legislative  dnresa.  Mwality  condemned 
it;  parity  recoiled  from  it ;  Senatorial  dignity 
should  repel  it. 

Mr.  B.  next  proceeded  to  lay  open  the  true 
character  of  the  bill,  which,  he  said,  had  been, 
■mnggled  into  the  Senate  onder  a  false  name, 
and  covered  with  a  veil — a  veil  too  thin  to 
hide  its  woolly  head  and  iron  heart.  It  was  a 
tariff  bill  1  calculated  to  keep  np  the  scale  of 
hig^  dntiee,  and  to  inflame  the  discontents  of 
the  country.  Its  high  tariff  character  was 
iwoved  1^  its  origin,  for  it  emanated  from  the 
Committee  on  Huranetares ;  it  was  proved  by 
its  supporters,  for  every  l^h  tariff  Senator  was 
fiw  it;  it  was  proved  by  its  effects,  for  its  pas- 
would  pot  an  end  to  the  bill  for  the  reouc- 
Hm  (tf  dnUesL  Far  and  wide,  in  Congress  and 
oat  of  Congress,  it  is  haOed  as  a  high  tariff 
measure,  as  a  part  of  the  American  system  I  and 
to  be  defended  and  supported  by  aU  the  advo- 
cates of  that  system.  All  the  high  tariff  States 
are  for  it.  Their  legislatures  have  adopted  it. 
Their  memorials  to  Oongreaa  enforoe  and  de- 
mand it. 

Hr.  B.  next  objected  to  the  distribution  itself, 
as  a  £allacy,  an  iUusiim,  and  a  deception.  It 
was  to  divide  out  certain  parcels  of  money  with 
onehand,  and  tomtherMwk  still  larger  parcels 
with  the  other,  fifty  or  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  were  to  be  distribnted  to  a  State  from 
the  hmd  fond,  and  twice  or  thrice  that  amount 
to  be  taken  from  that  same  State  in  taxes  upon 
salt,  iron,  blankets,  flannels,  cotton,  and  woollens, 
uid  all  the  ocunforts  and  necessaries  of  life.  Two 
nuUions  were  to  be  distributed  from  the  land 
fund,  and  three  millions,  by  the  admission  of 
the  hi^  tariff  party,  to  be  retained  in  its  place, 
in  duties  upon  imports.  A  retention  of  three 
millions  of  duties  is  admitted,  bat  everybody 
knows  that  a  pretext  will  be  found  in  this  re- 
tention to  ke^  up  the  whole  sniplus  revenue. 
To  the  hifffa  tariff  States,  then,  tbu  distribution 
b  a  double  bounty ;  first,  in  giving  them  the 
proceeds  of  the  lands ;  and,  Beoondly,  in  giving 
them  NX  or  eight  millions  of  additional  bounties 
in  manafaotores.  To  the  uiti-tariff  States  it  is 
delusive  bait — inudioos  cheat— -to  beguile  them 
with  £ftrthings  while  plundering  them  of  pounds. 

Hr.  B.  remarked  upon  the  preliminary  dietri- 
bution  of  13^  per  cent  to  Uie  new  States,  as 
a  fUdfieation  «£  the  whole  argument  aa,  wluoh 


[Saun. 

the  bill  rested.  That  anament  was,  that  the 
iMids  belonged  to  all  the  States ;  that  all  were 
eqpally  interested  in  them;'  that  this  waa  a 
broad-bottomed,  equal,  comprehensive,  univer- 
sal system  of  exact  justice  to  every  one,  in  op- 
poMtion  to  partial  and  interested  legislation  m 
favor  of  a  few  ;  and  immense  credit  was  arro- 
gated to  themselves,  by  the  authors  of  the  bill, 
tor  the  impartiality  of  their  conduct  in  this 
heroical  vindication  of  universal  rights.  This 
was  the  ailment;  and  what  is  the  factf 
Why,  a  preliminary  distribution  of  13i  per  cen- 
tum to  a  few  States,  and  then  an  equal  distribu-  • 
tion  of  the  remunder,  making,  as  these  verj 
champiooa  ot  exact  and  univeruu  jo^ce  them- 
selves declared  on  this  floor,  a  division  of  one- 
third  of  tiie  whole  amount  to  the  seven  new 
States  t  Thus  the  argument  is  falsified ;  and 
from  under  this  falsification  the  truth  peeps  out, 
that  this  preliminary  distribution  is  a  bribe  to  tiie 
new  States  to  induce  them  to  take  the  bill — a 
bribe  with  their  own  money,  to  induce  them  to 
submit  to  the  pillage  and  devastatitnt  of  the 
high  tariff  States ! 

Mr.  B.  denounced  the  bill  as  unfair,  partial, 
and  ui^ust,  in  several  particulars.  First,  in 
not  BdmittiDg  Geoi^  and*  Virginia,  the  two 
great  donors  of  land  to  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, to  the  .preliminary  diviirion  of  12^  per 
cent  on  tbe  sues  made  ik  the  lands  which  they 
had  bestowed  upon  the  Federal  Government. 
Secondly,  in  admitting  Maine,  Massachusetts, 
and  Connecticut  to  come  in  for  an  equal  share 
with  other  States,  without  acconnting  for  the 
proceeds  of  the  lands  which  they  had  retained, 
and  were  now  selling  for  their  own  benefit — 
lands  from  which  Maine  and  Massachusetts 
were  now  deriving  at  the  rate  of  tiiree  hundred 
thousand  dollars  per  annum ;  and  the  Western 
Reserve  in  Ohio,  from  which  Connecticut 
created  ber  school  fbnd  of  near  two  millions  of 
dollars.  Thirdly,  in  putting  all  the  States  upon 
an  equality  with  respect  to  internal  improve- 
ment, when  it  was  well  known  that  a  few  fa- 
vored States  had  received  millions  for  that  ob- 
ject, and  others  nothing ;  and  when  tbe  plainest 
principles  of  justice  required  the  deficiency  to 
be  made  up  to  the  neglected  States  before  the 
general  distribution  should  commence,  llis 
bill,  so  far  from  making  up  the  deficiencies,  in 
fact,  goes  on  to  increase  the  inequality,  by  giv- 
ing toe  most  to  those  which  have  had  most ; 
stuffing  and  cramming  the  States  which  have 
been  goiged,  and  dribbling  crumbs  to  tiiose 
whidi  have  been  fomishod. 

Mr.  B.  condemned  the  rule  of  distribution— 
that  of  |>opulation — as  false  and  umust  in  its 
application  to  a  system  of  internal  improve- 
ment. The  extent  of  the  roods  and  canau,  and 
not  the  number  of  people  in  the  State,  was  the 
true  rule  of  distribution  in  sacb  a  case.  A 
laige  State  would  require  long  roads,  although 
it  might  have  but  a  thin  population ;  a  small 
State  would  require  but  a  short  road,  be  its 
popnlation  ever  so  great.  Population  ho  ad- 
mitted to  be  the  true  rule  of  cUstribution  where 
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money  was  to  be  divided  for  in^vidnal  benefit, 
and  each  person  was  to  have  his  own  share  for 
his  own  purposes ;  bat  in  the  case  of  roads  and 
canals,  the  numb^  of  people  was  not  only  not 
the  true  rule,  but  was  tJie  reverto  of  the  trne 
one ;  for  dense  population  implied  a  rich  level 
conntiT',  where  artdfioUd  roads  were  least  want- 
ed, and  easiest  made ;  thin  population,  a  poor, 
monntainoas  country,  where  soch  roads  are 
most  wanted,  and  least  means  for  making  them. 
Ag^n :  roads  and  canals  will  last  forever ;  they 
are  not  limited,  ia  their  use  to  people  of  this 
day;  they  aro  for  distant  ages  and  remote 
p(»terity.  If  we  looked  to  population  at  all,  it 
should  be  to  the  future,  and  not  to  the  present ; 
it  should  be  to  the  States  as  they  would  be 
when  their  limits  were  fulL  This  would  give 
the  size  of  the  State  as  the  role  of  distribution, 
and  would  substitute  territorial  extent  for  pop- 
nhdion — a  role  which  would  work  peculiarly 
right  in  tluB  case,  because  it  would  ^ve  most 
to  the  States  which  had  the  best  right  to  recdve 
most,  and  the  greatest  need  for  it,  namely,  Yir- 
gloia  and  Georgia,  which  gave  five  of  tlie  new 
states  to  the  Federal  Government,  and  to  ike 
new  States  themselves,  which  would  be  so 
cruelly  exhausted  to  nuse  the  money  for  the 
rest 

Mr.  B.  argued  against  the  sufficienoy  of  the 
twelve  and  a  half  per  cent  allowed  to  the  new 
States.  It  was  an  allowance  for  the  damage 
they  were  about  to  suffer  from  the  operation  of 
the  bill,  and  was  a  most  inadequate  and  insuffi- 
cient compensation  even,  for  pecuniary 
damage  they  would  suffer.  CouutiDg  the  pe- 
cnniary  damage  aioaa,  it  would  reqnire  fiity 
per  oent  to  make  it  good.  There  was  fifty  per 
cent.,  in  a  moneyed  point  of  view,  between  the 
bill  and  the  amendment  which  was  proposed 
to  it;  which  amendment  passed  the  Sienate 
three  years  ago,  and  would  pass  Googress  at 
this  .time  without  the  least  difficulty^  hoA  it  not 
been  for  this  bill.  The  bill  keeps  up  the  price 
of  the  land  to  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents; 
the  amendment  reduces  the  price  to  one  dollar 
per  acre  to  general  purchasers,  and  fifty  cents 
per  acre  to  actual  settlers.  Now,  observe  the 
practical  operation  of  the  two  plans.  By  the 
bill,  a  State  will  receive  twelve  and  a  half  cents 
in  ue  dollar  upon  the  aales  within  her  limits ; 
by  the  bill  she  will  save  twenty-five  cents  per 
acre  on  all  the  sales  to  general  purchasers,  and 
Bevenly-five  cents  per  acre  on  all  the  sales  to 
actual  settlers.  Upoa  a  sum  of  $100,000  the 
State  would  receive  $12,500 ;  under  the  amend- 
ment, she  would  save  about  |50,000.  Mr.  B. 
was  astonished  that  Senators  from  the  new 
States,  who  voted  for  this  bill,  and  without 
whose  votes  it  could  never  pass,  should  make 
such  bad  bargains  for  their  States.  They  were 
entitled  to  fifty  per  cent,  and  could  easily  get 
it  if  they  held  back  for  that  amount.  The  high 
tariff  party  would  take  the  other  fifty  with 
thankL  if  they  could  get  no  more.  They  would 
take  what  they  oould  get,  if  it  was  but  five  per 
cent. ;  ftn-  it  was  all  ctoar       to  them.  They 
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would  take  one  per  cent  before  they  would 
miss  the  chance.  They  wanted  a  finger  in  the 
pie ;  and  that  finger  once  in,  they  knew  that 
they  would  quickly  have  the  whole  pie,  dish 
and  all,  and  the  pot  in  which  it  was  cooked. 
If  these  Senators  really  thoof^t  they  oonid  make 
no  better  bargain,  yet  there  was  one  tiling  thOT 
could  do ;  l^y  could  put  off  the  bai^^  mm 
the  new  States  were  rally  represented  ander  the 
new  census,  and  when  they  could  have  a  fair 
chance  for  their  own  money. 

But  Mr.  B.  utterly  denied  that  the  damage  to 
the  new  States,  from  the  operation  of  this  biU, 
could  be  estimated  in  money.  They  were  to 
receive  injuries  from  it  of  a  kind  which  no  pe- 
cuniary damages  could  compensate.  At  the 
head  of  these  mischiefe  stood  the  acknowledged 
fact  that  the  passage  of  the  bill  would  put  an 
end  to  all  hope  for  any  reduction  in  the  price 
of  the  publio  land.  Its  bare  introdoction  had 
entirely  chuiged  the  temper  of  Congress,  and 
converted  many  members,  w'bo  were  tiie  advo* 
cates  of  redaoed  prieea  far  yean  paat,  into  de- 
cided enemies  of  that  measure,  and  open  advo- 
cates for  the  distiibution  system.  So  far  from 
reduction,  an  increase  of  the  price  was  certain 
and  inevitable.  The  clause  put  into  the  bill  to 
restrain  future  Congresses  from  raising  the  price 
of  the  lands,  was  m  acknowledgment  of  the 
danger,  and  a  proof  of  the  futility  of  the  remedy. 
It  was  adding  insult  to  injury.  It  implied  that 
the  people  of  the  new  States  were  silly  enou^ 
to  believe  that  this  Congress  could  bind  fhture 
(Congresses  by  its  laws;  that  this  Congress 
could  tie  the  hands  of  its  successors,  and  pre- 
vent them  frwn  altering  the  price  of  the  public 
lands.  Tbia  onnning  clause  was  put  in  to  delude 
the  Weatera  pewle,  and  blind  them  to  their 
danger;  bat  it  will  have  the  contrary  effect 
It  will  blind  no  man ;  on  the  contrary,  it  will 
open  his  eyes.  He  will  see  that  there  is  such 
a  violent  disposition  jost  broke  out  to  ruse  the 
price  of  the  lands,  that  Congress,  for  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  the  Government,  found  it 
necessary  to  stipulate  against  it ;  and  he  will 
know  that  the  stipulation  is  void;  that  any 
subsequent  Oongreaa  may  repeal  any  part  of  the 
act  it  pleases,  and  substitute  any  new  enact- 
ment that  it  thinks  proper.  That  the  price  of 
the  lands  would  be  rdsed,  was  certain  and  in- 
evitable. It'  might  not  be  done  by  an  act  of 
Congress,  but  it  wonld  be  done  by  an  act  of  the 
new  lords  and  masters  of  tiie  Werti  by  smdhig 
out  agents  to  bid  at  every  sale,  to  ran  up  tiie 
price  of  every  tract,  to  sue  ever^  farmer  tiiat 
took  a  stick  or  a  stone  iVom  publio  land,  to  im- 
pound the  cattie  and  hogs  tnat  eat  the  publio 
grass  and  acorns,  and  to  pursue  the  women  and 
children  who  gather  up  tne  rotten  wood.  That 
all  this  would  take  place,  Mr.  B.  said,  could 
well  be  known  from  looking  to  the  laws  passed 
by  Maine  and  Massachusetts  for  s^ing  grass 
and  rotten  timber,  and  prosecuting  trespassers 
on  their  publio  lands.  He  had  once  read  these 
acts  in  the  Senate,  and  had  lately  seen  in  the 
newspapers  an  instanoe  of  the  rigorous  manner 
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in  which  the/  wwe  exeonted,  in  the  proBeontion 
of  a  man  for  two  aoorns  I  It  could  not  be  sap- 
pOMd  that  Kaaaachttsettfl  and  Haine,  when  they 
oeeame  joint  owners  <tftibe  federal  lands,  would 
he  more  lenient  to  the  remote  settlers  of  the 
Teet  than  to  their  own  citizens ;  and  thns  the 

Erice  of  land  might  be  nused  donble  as  hi^  as 
I  was  at  present,  without  the  fonmalitgr  o£  an 
act  of  Congreae. 

Kr.  B.  made  an  animated  appeal  to  the  Sen- 
ate against  the  oorropting  tendencies  of  the  dis- 
tribntive  sjstem.  He  rapidly  traced  its  min- 
ons  effect  upon  the  Soman  elections,  from  the 
small  beginning  when  candidates  for  the  con- 
snlahip  would  procure  distribation  of  the  pablio 
earn  to  the  poorer  class  of  Totera^  down  to  the 
time  when  tne  aspirants  to  the  imperial  ^adem 
openlf  Ud  agidnst  each  other  fbr  the  sspport 
of  the  prattnian  e6b<orts,  and  promised  each 
soldier  so  many  ^Kranda  of  gold  out  of  the  pub- 
Bo  treasury  for  hts  vote.  He  warned  the  Senate 
not  to  commence  snch  a  system  in  this  Ameri- 
ca. Its  inevitable  teodenoy  was  to  ran  into  the 
golf  corruption,  and  to  put  up  the  highest 
office  of  the  republic  at  aaction  sale.  Utbe 
voters  once  condescended  to  receive  distribu- 
tions, whether  from  a  public  or  private  fund, 
the  next  step  would  inevitably  be  to  look  oat 
for  the  hand  that  eonld,  and  wonld,  distribnte 
most.  Private  fortunes,  in  this  eoontiy,  could 
not  farnish  the  means  of  lavishing  bei^GBctions 
m  millloas  at  roters;  the  public  funds  could 
alute  do  it ;  and  he  called  npmi  all  otnuMerate 
men  to  say  whwe  tlw  praetioe  would  itop^  it 
ODoe  heganl 

The  Vm  bdng  reported  as  amended,  and  the 
amendments  eononrred  in,  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  n^roesed,  and  read  a  third  time. 


T^AT,  January  2S. 
JVwsn  </M«  €fi>wmment — Mr.  Join  M.  Ctaif- 
teiCt  Setolution, 
Ifr.  Clatton  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  read,  laid  on  the  table,  and 
wwred  to  he  printed : 

Betolved,  That  tbe  power  to  aimnl  the  several  acts 
of  Congress  inposiog  duties  on  imports,  or  any 
•Iher  law  of  the  United  States,  when  assumed  hy  a 
riD|^  Stale,  Is  "  IneompaUble  with  the  eziBtence 
of  the  ITnhMi,  emtradlcted  expressly  hy  the  letter 
of  Um  constitution,  onaatborised  by  its  spirit,  in< 
oouislent  with  every  prindple  on  which  it  was 
founded,  and  destructive  of  the  great  object  for 
wludi  it  was  formed;"  that  the  people  of  these 
Uuted  Sutes  are,  for  tbe  purposes  enumerated  in 
their  coDsdtutioD,  one  pei^ile  and  a  sngle  natioa, 
having  delegated  foU  power  to  their  common  ageuts 
to  preserve  aod  defend  their  national  interests  for 
the  purpose  of  attuning  tbe  great  end  of  all  govem- 
ment — tbe  safety  and  liappUieBS  of  the  governed  ; 
that  while  tbe  consUtodoa  does  provide  for  the  in- 
terest aod  safe^  of  all  tbe  States,  It  does  not  secure 
sH  the  ri|^tB  of  Independent  sover^pity  to  any; 
ttaS  the  abei^anee  of  tbe  peoide  Is  t^tfuUy  doe, 
so  it  has  been  freely  given,  to  tbe  Oeoeral  Govern- 
ment, to  the  txtont  u  on  tbe  aovotngn  power  ex- 
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presslj  ceded  to  that  Oovemment  by  tbe  eonstitn- 
tion  ;  that  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Statoo 
is  the  proper  and  only  tribunal  in  the  but  resort  for 
the  decision  of  all  cases  in  biw  and  equity  arinng 
under  tbe  constitution,  the  Uwa  of  the  United  States, 
and  treaties  made  under  their  authority  ;  that  re- 
nstance  to  the  laws,  founded  on  tbe  inherent  and 
insUeaable  right  of  lUl  men  to  resist  oppression,  is 
in  its  nature  revolntfonary  and  extra-constitutional; 
and  that,  entertaining  these  views,  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  while  willing  to  concede  every  tbing 
to  an  honest  difference  of  opinion  which  can  be 
yielded  consistently  with  the  honor  and  interest  of 
the  nation,  will  not  fail,  in  tbe  faithful  discharge  of 
its  most  solemn  duty,  to  support  the  Esecutire  in 
the  just  administration  of  die  Gcvemmeat,  and 
clothe  it  with  all  constitutional  power  necessary  to 
the  &itbful  execution  of  tiie  laws  and  the  pressrva- 
tion  of  tbe  Union. 

PvhUc  Lands — CoIoniMaiiim, 

The  hQl  appropriating,  for  a  Umited  time, 
the  proceeds  of  tiie  sales  of  the  pnblio  land^ 
&c,  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  WiLKiKS  stated,  that  last  evening,  when 
some  of  the  amendments  proposed  in  the  public 
lands  bill  were  tinder  consideration,  several  of 
the  Senators  were  absent.  He  was  williog  that 
in  reference  to  one  of  these  questions,  a  fuller 
expression  of  the  sense  of  the  Senate  should  be 
tidten ;  but  he  was  desirous  tliat  tbe  motion  he 
was  about  to  make  should  not  be  received  as 
indicating  any  change  of  opinion  on  his  part. 
Ho  then  moved  to  reoonsiaer  tbe  vote  of  laat 
evening,  hy  which  tbe  Senate  refosed  to  strike 
out  the  words  "  ccdonization  of  free  persons  of 
color." 

Some  conversation  took  place  on  tbe  point 
of  order,  and  then  tm  the  propriety  of  tbe  mo- 
tion ;  and  the  (jnestion  being  finally  taken,  the 
motion  was  decided  by — ^yeas  16,  nays  37. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  moved  to  recommit  the  bill, 
with  instructions  to  strike  out  the  words  "  eot- 
onizatioQ  of  free  people  of  color."  In  support 
of  his  motion,  he  sua  many  of  the  managers  of 
the  Colonization  Society  are  well  known  and 
distinguished.  At  their  auinal  meeting  there 
had  Men  an  evident  wish  manifosted  to  turn 
the  attentiw  the  pnblio  to  tbe  sodety,  and 
enlist  the  Oovemmuit  in  its  behalf.  Two  of 
onr  most  distingnished  citizens,  Premdent  Mad- 
ison and  Chief  Jnstioe  Marshall,  had  expressed 
their  views  in  relation  to  the  society.  The 
committee  had  sn^ested  an  appropriation  of 
the  pnblio  lands  to  the  objects  of  the  society ; 
hot  he  also  had  doubted  the  power  of  Congress 
to  make  it,  and  had  proposed  that  tbe  constitu- 
tion should  be  BO  altered  as  to  confer  the  power. 
Mr.  Marshall  was  both  in  favor  of  the  appro- 
priations, and  deemed  it  now  constitutionaL 
Bnt  Mr.  f*.  thon^t  there  was  a  general  impres- 
sion on  Uie  minds  of  Oongress  that  the  Govern- 
ment does  not  possess  the  power.  He  said  the 
ol^eot  of  the  bill  was  to  do  indirectiy  what 
Congress  fait  it  had  not  tbe  power  to  do  directly. 
If  tbe  bill  pass,  what  will  foUow  f  Tbe  Colo- 
niiK^  8odo^  haa  no  o^al  at  poUtioal 
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w«g^t  or  importsDce;  aod  what  will  be  the 
ooQseqnences  of  tiielr  Mudlng  oat  fifteen  hnn- 
dred  or  two  thouBand  colotiiBts  to  the  coast  of 
Africa  ?  Everj  one  may  do  as  he  pleases  with 
regard  to  it  in  his  iodividoal  cqiacitjr,  bnt  I  de- 
tire  that  it  vaaj  not  be  oonneoted  wUh  the  Oor- 
emmeDt. 

The  Senator  from  Eentnckj  thinks  it  will 
perform  wonders.  The  original  object  was  to 
ridof  the  free  people  of  oolor;  oatthatoan 
done  without  the  aid  of  the  Goveniment. 
Now,  sir,  there  is  another  prqeot,  and  a  r«rj 
great  one ;  one  that  is  to  command  the  ^provat 
of  all — the  ciTtlisation  of  AfHoa.  It  is  tbond^t 
that  this  can  best  be  done  bj  means  of  M^cniea. 
But,  looE,  sir,  at  Liberia,  Here  I  have  a  map 
of  the  territorial  propertjr,  of  the  sovereign 
Jorlsdiction  of  the  Colonization  Society  of  the 
city  of  Washington,  by  the  Rev.  J.  Ashmuo, 
[Here  he  read  some  remarks  from  the  m^,  on 
the  territorial  jorisdiction  of  the  society.]  Sir, 
this  society  goes  beyond  the  Kar(^>ean  notion 
of  acqniring  jariadicUon.  European  sovereign- 
ties  obtained  it  by  discovery  and  parohase ;  uie 
Bodety  by  purchase  alone;  and  on  this  sole 

Sound  ofaorereignty  they  were  aotoally  exert- 
g  their  anthority  over  twen^  tiionaand  peo- 
ple, and  expect  soon  to  exert  U  orer  one  nnn* 
dred  and  fiily  thousand — the  inhabitants  of  the 
territory  which  they  hold,  two  hundred  and 
eighty  miles  by  thirty,  over  which  their  Juris- 
diction extends.  Wars  have  been  waged,  and 
blood  has  been  shed.  In  the  early  time  of  the 
colony  it  was  attacked  by  the  natives,  and  three 
hundred  were  Ulled.  llie  agent  of  the  society 
has  waged  war;  tribes  and  towns  have  been 
eonqneredj  and  the  spoils  divided  among  the 
victors.  Sir,  in  most  caaea  of  thia  kind,  a  olidm 
would  have  been  made  on  this  Goveriunent  for 
damacea.  If  the  oolmy  were  now  attacked 
and  destroyed  by  the  reaentment  which  it  has 
provoked,  no  constitational  power  of  this  Gov- 
ernment could  hinder  ita  destructJon.  But  if 
this  bill  pass,  tiie  Government  will  be  involved 
in  its  defence.  Europe  will  not  allow  a  colony 
in  Africa  thus  to  grow  up  and  extend,  unmo- 
lested, while  under  so  feeble  prohibition.  They 
will  wrest  it  from  the  society,  unless  Govern- 
ment interposes.  This  bill  is  a  commitment  of 
the  Government  to  protect  the  colony  against 
all  the  world.  The  powers  of  Giovemment 
were  granted  for  no  such  purpose.  Kr.  P.  6on- 
doded  by  saying,  that  he  woiuddwell  no  longer 
on  the  snt^ect,  and  that  he  would  not  believe 
that  it  was  the  wish  of  Govemmeat  to  do  Indi- 
reetly  what  it  oonld  not  do  direcUy. 

Mr.  Ttlbb  remarked  that  there  were  two 
other  proposiUons  quite  as  obnoxious  to  the 
constitution  as  the  one  which  had  been  noUced. 
Conferring  on  States  the  power  and  the  means 
of  iutemsJ  improvement,  and  an  appropriation, 
through  States,  to  education,  he  considered  as 
equally  unconstitutional.  If  one  was  stricken 
oat,  he  was  in  favor  of  erasing  the  whole.  He 
preferred  that  discretionary  power  of  ^pro- 
oriaHoa  ahould  reuudn  in  the  Statei.  He 
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moved  to  strike  out  the  wcwda  designating  tb» 
three  speoifio  ol^eota  of  ^ropriation. 

Mr.  FoBSTTB  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  Cut  asked  a  division  of  the  question,  so 
as  first  to  consider  the  general  question  of  re- 
committing at  all. 

On  the  question  of  recommitment,  there  were 
yeas  20,  nays  38. 

On  the  question  of  postponement — yeas  21, 
nayaSA. 

The  bill  was  then  passed  by  the  foUowlDg 

vote: 

TxAS.— Vessrs.  Bell,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clayton, 
DaUsa,  Dickerson,  Dadley,  Swing,  Foot,  Freling- 
buysen,  Hendridts,  H^rimes,  Johua^  Knight,  Poin- 
dexter,  PrenUss,  RobbloB,  Boggles,  Seymour,  SiU- 
bee,  Spragoe,  Tomlinson,  Waggaman,  Willdna— 44. 

Nats.— Mesm.  Bentoo,  Black,  Brown,  Buckner, 
Calhoun,  Forsyth,  Qrnndy,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  Xaa- 

fim,  HUler,  Moore,  Bivea,  BoUuwn,  Smith,  llpton, 
yler.  White,  Wri^il-«IX 

IfoxDAT,  Janoary  28. 

The  Senate  then  took  up  the  following  bill, 
reported  by  Mr.  Wileinb,  m>m  the  Committee 
on  the  Jndidary,  on  the  Slst  instant. 

[The  Un  b  omitted,  its  providona  being  snffldent- 
ly  atated  io  the  debate.] 

Mr.  WiLKiHS  rose  in  support  of  the  bill.  The 
position,  said  he,  in  which  you,  Mr.  IVesident, 
have  placed  me  in  relation  to  this  body,  im- 
poses on  me  the  duty  of  introducing  the  present 
bill  to  the  Senate,  and  of  exphuuing  ita  pro- 
visions. In  my  mode  of  diseiiargiDg  ttda  duty  I 
do  not  oonuder  myself  aa  the  representative  of 
other  gentlemen  on  the  committee ;  those  gen- 
tiemen  possess  a  omnpetenee,  far  beyond  imneL 
to  expliuu  and  defend  the  power  of  the  General 
Government  to  carry  into  effect  its  constitu- 
tional laws.  The  bill  is  founded  upon  a  Mea- 
Bage  from  the  ^lemdrat,  communicated  on  the 
16th  instant,  and  proposes  to  sustain  the  consti- 
tationality  of  the  doctrines  laid  down  in  that 
admired  state  paper.  In  the  outset  of  the  dis- 
cussion, it  1b  aunitted  that  the  bill  points  to  an 
afflicting  state  of  things  existing  in  a  Southern 
State  of  the  Union ;  it  is  not  to  be  dis^ised 
that  it  points  to  the  State  of  South  Carolina. 
It  is  not  in  the  oontemplation  (tf  the  committee 
who  repivted  this  bill,  to  make  it  assume,  in 
any  w^y,  an  invidions  ehanwter.  When  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  threw  out  the 
suggestion  that  the  bill  was  invidious,  he  cer- 
tainly did  not  intend  to  impute  to  the  commit- 
tee a  design  to  ^ire  it  soon  a  character.  So 
far  from  being  mvi^ous,  the  bill  was  made 
general  and  sweeping,  in  its  terms  and  applica- 
tion, for  the  reason  that  this  coarse  was  thought 
to  be  more  delicate  in  regard  to  the  State  con- 
cerned. The  proviuons  of  the  bill  were  made 
generalf  for  the  purpose  of  enfordog  every- 
where the  oollection  uwi  of  the  Union. 
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The  bill  presents  three  very  important  and 
momentoos  condderations :  Is  there  any  tLing 
io  tlie  cironmstances  of  the  country  calling  for 
legislation  on  the  subject  of  the  revenue  laws } 
Is  the  due  admiiuBtration  of  those  lavs  threat- 
ened with  impedimenta  ?  and  is  this  bill  suited 
to  each  an  emergent^  ?  He  proposed  to  con- 
sider those  points,  bnt  in  a  desultory  manner. 
He  never  shrmik  from  any  moral  or  political 
n^onsilriUty,  but  he  had  no  di«M)rftion  (to  use 
the  words  ^  the  Senator  from  iTorth  Oandlna) 
to  "  dram  im  pabHo  sensibility,^*  Neither  he 
nor  State  whidi  he  represented  had  any  in- 
fluence in  bringing  up  th^  questions,  bat  he 
was  prepared  to  meet  the  crisis  by  his  vote. 

It  is  tame  (continued  Hr.  W.)  tiiat  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  the  Union  depends  were  dis- 
eiused.  It  is  time  that  Congress  expressed  an 
opinion  upon  them.  It  is  time  lhat  the  people 
uonld  bring  their  judgment  to  bear  on  uiis 
subject,  and  settle  it  forever.  The  authority  of 
Oongress  and  of  the  people  must  settle  this 
question  on6  day  or  ouer.  There  were  many 
enUgbtened  men  in  the  country,  men  whose 
Integrity  and  patrii^nu  nobody  dombts,  who 
luid  arrived  at  opinions  in  this  matter  very  dif> 
ferent  from  hia  own.  The  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  knows  (s^d  Mr.  W.)  the  respect  in 
which  I  hold  him ;  bat  I  am  unwilling  to  take 
his  judgment  on  this  question  as  the  guide  of 
mine ;  and  I  will  not  agree  that  the  Union  de- 

Snds  on  the  principles  which  he  has  advanced, 
e  has  offered  a  document  as  a  plea  in  bar ;  if 
it  be  established,  then  a  bar  is  mterposed  be- 
tween the  powers  of  the  Government  and  the 
acta  of  Sonth  Carolina. 

The  bill  is  of  great  importance,  not  on  ac- 
count of  its  parUonlar  provisions,  bnt  of  their 
applicadoa  to  a  r^idly  approaching  crisis, 
which  thay  were  intended  to  meet  That  cri«s 
was  in  the  control  of  this  body,  not  of  any 
branch  of  the  GUivemment.  He  would  ask  the 
Senator  from  Mississippi  ^r.  Poindbxtsb) 
what  anthority  be  had  to  say  that  the  passage 
of  any  bill  reducing  the  tariff  wonld  avert  the 
enforcement  of  the  ordinauce  of  Sonth  Caro- 
lina t  He  was  unwitliog  to  consider  that  Sen- 
ator as  the  representative  of  the  unlimited 
anthority  and  sovereignty  claimed  by  the  State 
of  Sonth  Carolina.  He  wonld  now  present  to 
the  Senate  a  view  of  the  position  in  which  South 
Oandina  had  placed  herself,  in  order  to  justiiy 
the  committee  in  reporting  the  bill  under  oon- 
mderatiwi.  It  was  not  sir,  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  a  military  despotism,  nor  of  creat- 
ing an  armed  dictator,  nor  of  sending  into  South 
Carolina  military  bands  to  **  cut  the  throats  of 
women  and  children,"  that  the  committee 
framed  the  bilL  If  any  thing  can  ever  estsb- 
lish  a  military  despotism  in  this  country,  it  is 
the  anarchy  and  confusion  which  the  principles 
eontended  for  by  the  Senator  from  South  Car- 
olina will  produce.  If  we  keep  together,  not 
**ten  years,"  nor  tens  of  thousands  of  years, 
will  ever  bring  the  conn^  under  the  dominion 
of  miUtarj  dnpotiam.   But  adopt  the  prind- 


pies  of  South  Carolina — break  the  Unicm  into 
fragments — some  chieftain  may  bring  the  frag- 
ments ti^ther,  but  it  will  be  under  a  military 
despotism.  He  would  not  say  that  South  Car- 
olina contemplated  this  result,  but  he  did  say 
that  her  principles  would  lead  to  it.  South 
CaroHna,  not  being  able  longer  to  bear  the  bur- 
den of  an  oppresdve  law,  itad  determined  on 
resistance. 

The  excitement  raised  in  the  State  gave  to 
the  party  a  majority  in  the  L^^atore  of  the 
State,  and  a  convention  was  called,  nnder  the 
provision  of  the  State  oonstitntiiHi  aiUhoridng 
Its  amendment.  Tlie  convention  met,  and 
passed  what  is  called  the  ordinance,  establish- 
ing new  and  fundamental  principles.  Without 
'repeating  it,  he  wonld  call  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  to  some  few  of  its  provisions.  It  over- 
tlirew  the  whole  revenue  system.  It  was  not 
limited  to  the  acts  of  1828  or  1832,  but  ended 
with  a  solemn  declaration,  that,  in  that  State, 
no  taxes  should  be  collected.  The  addresses  of 
the  convention  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States  and  of  the  State  of  South  Csjvlina  used 
a  tone  and.  language  not  to  be  misunderstood. 
They  tell  yon  it  is  necessaiy  for  some  one  St^ 
to  bring  the  question  to  issue — that  Carolina 
will  do  it — ^that  Carolina  had  thrown  herself 
into  the  breach,  and  wonld  stand  foremost  in 
resistance  to  the  laws  of  the  Union ;  and  they 
solemnly  call  upon  the  citizens  of  the  State  to 
stand  by  the  principles  of  the  ordinance,  for  it 
is  detennined  that  no  toxes  shall  be  collected 
in  that  State.  The  ordinance  gives  the  Legis- 
lature the  power  to  carry  into  execntion  this 
determination.  It  contfdns  within  itself  no 
seeds  of  dissolation ;  it  is  unlimited  as  to  time ; 
contains  nb  Testricticms  as  to  wplioation ;  pro- 
vides no  means  for  its  amendment,  modinca- 
tioDf  or  repeal  In  their  private,  individual 
eapadty,  some  members  of  ttie  convention  held 
out  the  idea  which  had  been  advanced  by  some 
members  of  this  House,  that  if  the  tariff  law 
was  made  less  oppressive,  the  ordinance  would 
not  be  enforced. 

[Mr.  PoiNDBXTEB  here  remarked,  that  he  said 
that  any  new  tariff  law,  even  if  more  oppres- 
sive than  the  law  of  1832,  were  passed,  the  or- 
dinance would  not  apply  to  it.] 

If  the  tonus  of  the  ordinance  are  considered, 
(continued  Mr.  T?.,)  there  is  no  possible  mode 
of  arresting  it ;  so  sure  as  time  rolls  on,  and 
four  days  pass  over  our  heads,  the  ordinance^ 
Mid  the  laws  emanating  from  it,  will  lead  to 
the  employment  of  physical  force,  by  the  dt- 
izens  (h  Bontb  Carolina,,  ^dnst  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  ravenue  laws.  Although  many  of 
the  most  influential  citizens  of  Carolina  pro- 
tested against  the  idea  that  any  but  moral  force 
would  be  resorted  to,  yet  the  excitement  and 
determined  spirit  of  the  people  would,  in  hia 
opinion,  lead  speettily  to  the  employment  ot 
physical  force.  He  did  not  doubt  that  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  abhorred  the  idea 
of  force ;  no  doubt  his  excellent  heart  would 
bleed  at  the  scene  which  it  would  {ttoduce; 
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bat  he  would  refer  to  a  passage  in  the  ordi- 
nance to  prove  that  it  was  the  Intention  of  its 
fruners  to  resort  to  force,  lb.  W.  h»e  read 
the  third  paragraph  of  the  ordinanoe. 

*'  And  tt  U  farther  ordained,  that  it  shall  sot  be 
lawful  for  any  of  the  constituted  aathorities,  whether 
of  this  State  or  of  the  United  States,  to  enforce  the 
payment  of  duties  imposed  by  the  said  acts  within 
the  Umita  of  ttus  State ;  bat  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  LegUIaturo  to  adopt  such  measures  and  pass 
■uoh  aotB  as  may  be  necessary  to  pre  fhll  effect  to 
this  ordbuce,  and  to  prerent  the  enftmement  and 
arrest  the  opmUon  of  the  said  acts  and  parts  of 
acts  of  the  Congrcaa  of  the  United  States  within  the 
limits  of  this  ^te,  from  and  after  the  1st  of  Feb- 
ruary next ;  and  the  duty  of  all  other  constituted 
authorities,  and  of  persons  residing  or  being  witiiin* 
the  Umits  of  this  State,  and  they  are  heraby  re- 
quired and  eqftdned,  to  obey  and  ^to  ^bct  to  tbis 
ordinance,  and  such  acts  and  measures  of  the  Le- 
gislature as  may  be  passed  or  edopted  in  obedSenoe 
ttiereto."* 


*  The  foUowiog  is  the  entire  ordinance : 
WharsH  Um  Congrau  of  the  United  Btkt«B,  by  wiona 
acta,  parportlng  to  bo  sets  ]»jiiig  dnUea  and  tmposta  on 
foreign  Itnporta,  but  in  roallty  Intended  for  th«  proteetton 
of  domaatio  manufactnreB,  and  the  giring  «f  boantiea  to 
daMM  and  Individuals  engaged  In  parUeular  employtnents, 
at  tbs  expense  and  to  tha  iq|n^  and  oppreuion  of  otber 
ebiiM  and  Indlyidoala,  and  by  wboUf  exempting  from  tu- 
ition oertain  foraign  oommooltles,  iuch  as  arc  nut  prodnoed 
or  ntannfiictared  In  the  United  Statea,  to  affoid  a  pretext 
for  impoaing  higher  and  excMalve  dDtlea  on  artiolea  similar 
to  thoae  luonded  to  be  protected,  bath  exceeded  Ita  Just 
MwMs  under  tlie  oonatitatlon,  which  oonbra  on  it  no  an- 
uorl^  to  afford  aach  proteedon,  and  hath  Tlolated  the 
tna  meaning  and  intent  of  the  eonatltntlon,  wUcb  pro- 
▼Idef  for  eqasll^  In  impoaing  tbe  bardena  of  taxation 
upon  the  aerenl  Stataa  and  portions  of  tbe  conlUeraey : 
And  whereas  the  said  Ooagreia,  exceeding  its  Jnst  power 
to  Impcao  taxes  and  collect  roTenue  fur  the  pnrpoae  of  ef> 
feottng  and  socomplishing  tbe  ipedflo  oMects  and  pnr- 
poMi  whicb  tbe  ConaUtoUon  of  the  United  States  autW- 
Uea  It  to  afltat  and  aeemmlUb,  hath  ralaad  and  eoUeeted 
unneoeasarj  zavoBM  for  oineatt  naaatborlnd  bw  the  aoB- 
sUtaUon : 

We,  therefore,  the  people  of  tbe  State  of  Sooth  CaroUna, 
In  eoarention  aoaambleo,  do  declare  and  tndalnt  and  it  is 
beiebf  declared  and  erdaiued,  that  the  aeveral  acts  and 
Mrts  of  acts  of  the  Congreas  of  the  United  Btatca,  purport- 
ug  to  be  laws  for  the  imposing  of  dnties  and  Imposts  on  the 
ImportaUun  (^foreign  oommodltiea,  and  now  having  actual 
operation  and  cfi^t  wltbin  the  United  Btatea,  ana,  more 
eapcdall^,  an  act  entitled  "An  act  In  alteration  of  the 
seveial  aeta  Imposing  duties  on  imports,"  approved  on  the 
nineteenth  dar  of  Mar,  ^dc  thousand  eight  bandied  and 
tweotv-elght,  and  also  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  and 
amaDd  the  aevenl  acts  imposlag;  dutioa  en  imports,"  ap- 
proved on  the  fonrteenth  omj  of^July,  one  thousand  eight 
buadred  and  tblrty-two,  are  nnauthorlzed  by  the  Constl- 
tatlon  of  tbe  United  States,  and  violate  the  true  meaning 
and  intent  thereof  and  are  null,  void,  and  no  law,  nor 
tending  npon  Ibis  State,  Its  offlcera  or  clUiens;  and  all 
promises,  contracta,  and  obligations,  made  or  entered  into, 
or  to  be  made  or  entered  into,  with  pnrpoae  to  secure 
the  dntlea  Impiieed  by  the  said  acts,  and  all  Judicial  pro- 
ceedings which  shall  be  hereafter  had  In  affirmance  thereoi^ 
are  and  shall  be  held  ntterlr  nail  and  void. 

And  It  is  forther  ordalueo,  that  It  shall  not  be  lawfkil  for 
anjr  of  the  conatltated  autboriUee,  whether  of  this  State  or 
of  the  United  States,  to  enforce  tbe  pavment  of  dutlea 
Innpoeed  bv  the  said  acts  witbin  the  llmlta  of  this  SUte; 
bnt  It  shall  bu  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  adopt  aucb 
measum  and  pasa  snca  acta  aa  may  be  neoesaa^  to  ^vo 
foil  effect  til  tbu  ordinance,  and  to  prevent  the  enforcement 
and  arreat  the  operation  of  the  said  acts  and  parts  of 
acts  of  tbe  Congress  of  the  United  States  within  the  limits 
of  this  State,  from  and  after  tbe  1st  daj  ot  Februarj  next, 
and  the  duty  of  all  other  constltutea  authorities,  and  of 
all  persons  residing  or  being  within  the  limits  of  tbis  State, 
and  they  are  hereby  reqaiied  and  enjoined  to  obey  and  gl  ve 
•Sbct  to  this  ordiuanee,  and  aaoh  acta  and  raeasaree  of  the 
LeglaUtura  aa  may  be  pasted  or  adopted  la  obedienee 
thereto. 


Dora  the  shadow  Adlow  the  sun  t  Eren  so 
sorely  will  fbrce  follow  the  attempt  to  disob^ 


And  it  is  forther  ordained,  tliat  la  no  case  of  lav  or 
equity,  decided  in  the  courts  of  thisStste,  wherein  shall  bo 
drawn  In  question  the  authority  of  tbia  ordinance,  or  tbe 
validity  of  auoh  not  or  acts  of  the  Iieglslatnre  as  may  be 
passed  for  the  puipeee  of  giving  eltbct  thereto,  or  tbe 
validly  of  tbe  aforesaid  aeta  of  Congreaa,  impoaing  dntiea, 
shall  any  wpeal  be  taken  or  aliowed  to  the  Bnpreme  Court 
of  the  United  Statea,  nor  ^all  any  copy  of  tbe  r«ourd  be 
pennlttod  or  allowed  for  that  putpMe;  and  If  any  snoh 
appeal  shall  be  attempted  to  be  taken,  the  oooria  of  ttala 
Slate  ahril  proceed  to  execute  and  enfbroe  their  Jadgment& 
soeordlng  to  tbe  laws  and  nsagea  of  the  StsU,  wlthou 
reforeaes  to  aucb  attenapted  appeal,  and  the  person  or 
pemons  attempting  to  take  suob  appeal  may  be  oealt  wl^ 
as  for  a  contempt  of  tiie  court 

And  It  la  farther  ordained,  that  all  persons  now  hoUlBf 
any  office  of  honor,  pioUt,  or  trust,  dvil  or  military,  under 
this  State,  (members  of  the  Legislature  excepted)  sl>aU, 
wlUiln  aucb  time,  and  In  eneb  manner  as  the  Legidatui* 
shall  preacrlbe,  take  an  ueth  well  and  truly  to  obey,  execute^ 
and  enforce  this  ordinance,  and  sncb  act  or  acta  of  the 
Legislature  aa  may  be  passed  In  pnrsnanoe  tbereoC  aroord- 
ing  to  the  true  Intent  and  meaning  of  tbe  name ;  and  on  the 
a^tort  or  emiasion  of  any  auch  uenon  or  peraoui  so  to  do, 
hia  or  their  office  or  offices  ahall  be  forthwith  vaoatad, 
and  shall  be  tilled  up  as  If  sncb  person  or  persons  were 
dead  or  had  reaigned ;  and  no  penon  liereafter  elected  to 
any  offloe  of  honor,  profit,  or  trust.  dvU  or  military  (ment- 
bera  of  tbe  LegUtatare  exoeptMX  shall,  until  the  Leglslatura 
ahall  otherwise  provide  ana  direct,  enter  on  the  exeeutlon 
of  his  office,  or  be  in  any  respect  oompetent  to  disefaam 
tbe  dutlea  thereof,  until  he  shall,  In  like  manner,  have 
taken  a  similar  oatb;  and  no  Juror  ahall  Im  empannelied 
In  any  of  tbe  oourta  of  this  State,  in  any  cause  In  which 
shall  oe  In  qaestioa  this  ordinance,  or'  any  act  of  the 
Legislature  paased  In  pursuance  thereof,  unless  he  shall 
fliat,  In  addltloQ  to  tbe  usual  oath,  have  taken  aa  oath 
that  be  will  well  and  truly  obey,  execute,  and  enforce  tUa 
ordinance,  and  such  act  or  acta  of  the  Legislature  aa  maj 
be  paseed  to  cart7  the  aame  into  (qwratloa  and  eflM,  ao* 
cording  to  the  true  Intent  and  meaning  thereot 

And  we,  the  people  of  Sooth  Carolina,  to  the  end  that  it 
may  be  folly  understood  by  the  OoTemment  of  tbe  Ui^tod 
State^  and  tbe  people  of  the  oo-Statea,  that  we  are  deter- 
mined to  maintain  this  our  ordlnaooe  and  decUratloit. 
at  every  haiard,  do  further  declare  that  we  will  not  submit 
to  the  application  of  force,  on  the  part  of  tbe  Federal 
Government,  to  reduee  tbis  B^te  to  obedience,  but  that 
we  will  eonslder  the  passsge,  by  Congress,  of  any  act  nu- 
thoriilng  the  employment  of  a  military  or  naval  force 
against  the  SUte  of  South  Carolina,  her  oooatltutad  an- 
thorltiea  or  dtiiens ;  or  any  act  sbidishing  or  olosii^  tho 
ports  of  thb  State,  or  any  of  them,  or  otherwise  obstructing 
the  tne  Ingresvand  egress  of  vessels  to  and  from  the  said 
porta,  or  any  other  act  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Oovera- 
ment,  to  coerce  the  State,  shut  up  her  porta,  destroy  or 
liaraas  her  commerce,  or  to  enforce  the  acts  hereby  de- 
dared  to  be  nuil  and  void,  otherwise  than  throngb  the 
dvil  trlbnnals  of  the  country,  as  laoouslstent  wUb  the 
longer  contlnnanoe  of  South  Carolina  In  the  Union:  and 
that  the  people  of  tbis  SUte  will  thenceforth  bold  them- 
selves absolved  from  all  further  obligation  to  maintain  ct 
preserve  their  political  connection  wltb  tbe  people  of  tbe 
other  States,  and  will  forthwith  proceed  to  orgaalxe  a 
separate  Oovemment,  and  do  all  other  acts  and  things 
which  aoverelgn  and  independent  Statea  may  of  right  do. 

Done  in  convention  at  Columbia,  tbe  twenty-fonrth  iaj 
of  November,  la  tbe  year  ct  our  Lord  one  thousand  elgbt 
hundred  and  thirty-two,  and  la  the  flf^-aeventh  year  «t 
the  DedatatioD  of  the  ladepandaBOb  of  the  Uaitef  Bttbm 
of  America. 

JAMK8  BAHn.T02r.  Ja, 
Prfidtmi  cf  Cbweiittfow,  omA  DtUgaU  frvm.  SI.  Pittrt, 

James  Hamilton,  aen.,  IUeb*d  Behun  Baker,  ae&,  Sen- 
net Warren,  Nathaniel  Hayward,  Kob.  Lung,  J.  B.  Eari% 
L.  H.  Aver,  Benjamin  Adamt  James  Adama,  Jamea  An- 
derton,  Bobert  Anderson,  William  Arnold,  John  Ball, 
Barnard  £.  Bee,  Thomas  W.  Boone,  K.  W.  Bamvrell, 
Isaac  Bradwcll,  Jr.,  Thomas  Q,  Blewett,  F.  M.  Butler, 
John  O.  BniwiL  J.  G.  Brown,  John  Bauskett,  A.  Bart, 
Franda  Burt,  Jr.  Bidley  Barton,  A  Bowie,  JaoMB  A. 
Black,  A.  H.  Bella,  Philip  Cohen,  Samuel  Oordea.  Tboai 
II.  Colcook,  G.  J.  Coleock,  Ch«l«  O.  Ovftn,  Wm.  Q. 
Clifton,  West  Oangbman,  John  Counta,  Beigamtn  Chant* 
bera,  J.  A.  CampbeU,  Wnt  Dabooe,  John  U.  Dawaoe, 
John  I>ougla^  GetuKa  Doo^aa,  F.  H.  Elmim,  Wm. 
Sirafls,  JMBtand  J.  Feldat^  A.  Foliar,  Thos.  I*  Qeonli^ 
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the  laws  of  Soath  Oorolina.  Id  the  last  parar- 
graph  of  the  ordinanoe  is  this  passage : 

"  Detennioed  to  rapport  this  ordinance  at  eTerr 
baaurd," — and  this  deelaratkm  ie  nude  b;  a  courege- 
ovaDd  cbiTalrow  people — **we  do  farther  declue 
Aat  we  win  not  aiibniit  to  the  an>Ucation  of  finee, 
on  the  part  of  tba  Fedenl  Goremment,  to  reduce 
ddi  State  to  obeOence.** 

This  attempt,  said  Ur.  W.,  is  not  macto  by 
this  Inll,  or  by  ai^  one. 

**Bat  that  we  wQl  conmder  the  peaaege,  by  Con- 
gresag  any  act  authoriziDg  the  employment  of  a 
imBtary  or  amX  force  agunst  the  State  of  Soath 
flawiKiM  her  eoosdtoted  aDthotitiefl  or  citiiena,  or 
any  act  abt^htng  or  clomng  the  porta  of  this  State, 
or  any  of  tfaetn,  or  otherwise  obstracting  the  free 
iogteae  and  egreas  of  naaela  to  and  from  the'  said 
porta,  or  any  other  act  on  the  part  of  the  Federal 
OoTemment  to  coerce  the  State,  shut  her  porta, 
destroy  or  harass  her  ooramerce,  or  to  enforce  tlie 
acts  hereby  declared  to  be  noil  and  roid,  otherwise 
than  through  the  dvil  tribunals  of  the  country,  as 
inconsisteitt  with  the  fengn  eonthnianoe  of  South 
Carolina. in  the  UdIod." 

Force  must  ineTitably  be  used  in  ease  any 
attempt  is  made  by  the  Federal  Grovemment  to 
enforce  the  acts  which  have  been  declared  null 
and  Ttnd.  The  ordinanoe  dearly  establiahes 
nullification  as  the  taw  of  the  land. 

[Mr. Hiuu:  "Vm  the  Benatornad  a  little 
flutberjn 

]£r.  w.  flniahed  the  paragraph,  as  foUom ; 

"  And  that  the  people  of  this  Sute  will  thence- 
forth hold  themaelves  absolved  from  all  further  ob- 
ligation to  maintain  or  preeerre  their  political  con- 
nection with  the  people  of  the  other  Sutea,  and  will 
forthwith  proceed  to  organize  a  separate  Govern- 
ment, and  do  alt  other  acts  and  things  which  sever- 
eigD  and  independent  States  may  of  right  do." 

They  stop  with  noUifioation;  bat  one  step 
farther  on  the  part  of  the  GoTemmeDt  brings 
down  secesrion  and  revolntum. 

Ifr.  OaLHODir. — ^It  is  not  Intended  to  ose  any 
*fiffoe,  except  agdnst  fbrse.  Ve  shall  not  stop 
tlie  proceedings  of  the  United  States  courts, 


Fatar  O.  Oonrdtn,  T.  J.  Ooodwrn,  P«t«r  OallUrd,  ]r- 
Mb  K.  OriOit,  GwrgB  W.  Oluui,  ilvx.  L.  Or«,  Babort 
T.  BiVMLWUUsm  Harp«r,  TbomM  Hanisoii,  Jnan  H&Uoo, 
TbofBH  Barlle^  Abm.  HBgnenlD,  Jacob  Bond  I'Oii, 
Joba  S.  Jet«r,  Job  JohutoB,  Jobn  8.  Jamu,  M.  Jkoob*, 
J.  A.  Kflith,  Jolw  Eej,  jMob  U.  KlDf;  BUpbBB  LwMCte, 
imm  X^iwIl  tnaxAa  T.  Lenra,  Alex.  J.  lAwtan, 
Jobs  Lipaeomb.  John  Lonn,  J.  Uttleiobti,  A.  Lanouter, 
Jotm  MMnth,  Bed.  A.  MuUav,  John  Manor,  Wm.  M. 
Mwi^B.  O.  HUU,  Jvhn  B.  HoOlll,  Dl  H.  Hmuu,  B.  O. 
Mays,  Geocsa  MeDnflla,  Ju.  Uoore,  John  L.  Miller, 
Attifbta  D.  Miller,  John  B.  UUlar,  B.  P.  MeCord,  John  L. 
Howell,  JennlDn  O'Bannon,  J.  Walter  PUtlln,  Chariaa 
pArker,  Wm.  PorelieT,  £dward  O.  Palmer,  Cbarlea  C. 
Plnckner,  Wm.  C.  Pbickner,  ThoBua  Ptnckner,  Fnnds 
D.  Qoaah,  John  Blnrs,  Donald  Bowo,  BeQ^in  Kogers, 
Tbomaa  Bar,  Jamaa  O.  Spaan,  Jamea  8pann,S.  L.  Stmona, 
Prtar  J.  Shand,  Jamaa  Mosgln  Smith,  G.  H.  Bmlth, 
Wm.  BtDlth,  Btaphea  Smith,  Wm.  StriagfaUow,  Edwin 
J.  Scott,  F.  W.  Bvmmea,  J.  8.  Bfioa,  T.  D.  Bin^eton, 
Joaeph  L.  Stavena,  T.  E.  Beravflfl,  Bob.  J.  TnrnbnlL  t^taba 
Tvlar,  PUlip  lUyman,  laaae  B.  Dlraer,  Peter  Vanxht, 
Shaa  TaadaAont,  John  L.  Wllaon,  labam  Walkar,  Wm. 
Wllliama,  Tboa.  B.  Woodward,  SterUns  O.  WlUUmMn, 
F.  H-  WardUw,  Abner  Wbatlev,  J .  T.  WuUfleld,  Bamael 
L.  Watt,  HlalMlaa  Wan,  Wra.  Wattoa,  Ac«Ubald  Yoang. 
Attcat:  ISAAC  W.  HATNK. 


bat  maintain  the  antbtnity  of  onr  own 

caary. 

Mr.  WiLEiirs.—- How  can  the  ordinance  refer 
to  any  laws  of  Hie  United  States,  when  th^ 
are  Mcladed  from  any  operation  within  the 
limits  (tf  the  State!  Why  do  the  laws  and  or^ 
dinauce  of  Soath  Carolina  shut  oat  the  United 
States  courts  from  appellate  jurisdiction  I 
Why  do  they  shut  the  doors  of  the  State  courts 
against  any  inqaisitioa  from  the  United  Statu 
courts  f  They  intend  that  there  shall  be  no 
jurisdiction  over  this  snbject,  except  through 
their  own  courts.  They  cat  off  the  federal  ju- 
diciary from  all  authority  in  that  State,  and 
bring  back  the  state  of  things  which  existed 
prior  to  the  formation  of  the  feder^  oonstitation. 

Here  nullification  is  disdwmed,  on  one  hand, 
unless  we  abolish  onr  revenue  system.  We 
consenting  to  do  this,  they  remain  quiH.  Bat 
if  we  go  a  hair's  breadth  towards  enR>rcing  that 
system,  they  present  secession.  We  have  eeoes- 
sion  on  one  hand,  and  nullification  on  the  other. 
The  Senator  from  South  Oarolina  admitted  the 
other  day  that  no  such  thing  as  constitational 
secession  could  exist.  Then  civil  war,  disunion, 
and  anarchy  must  accompany  secession.  No 
one  denies  the  right  of  revolution.  Ttiat  is  a 
natund,  indefeasible,  inherent  riffht — a  right 
which  we  have  exercised  and  held  out,  by  otir 
ouuni^  to  the  dvilixed  world.  Who  denies 
itt  Tiivok  we  have  revolntion  by  foroe^  not 
constitational  seceadoo.  That  violenoe  must 
come  by  secession  is  eertain.  Another  law 
passed  by  the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina,  is 
entitled  "  A  bill  to  provide  for  the  safety  of  the 
people  of  South  Cuolina."  It  advises  them  to 
put  on  their  armor.  It  puts  them  in  military 
array ;  and  for  what  purpose  but  for  the  use  of 
force  t  The  proyiaions  of  these  laws  are  infi- 
nitely worse  than  those  of  the  feudid  system,  so 
far  as  they  apply  to  the  citizens  of  Carolina. 
But  with  its  operations  on  their  own  citizens, 
he  had  nothing  to  do.  Besistance  was  just  as 
inevitable  as  the  arrival  of  the  day  on  the  cal-  I 
endar.  In  addition  to  these  documents,  what 
did  rumor  say — rnmor,  which  often  falsifies, 
bat  sometimes  otters  truth.  If  we  Judge  by 
newspaper  and  other  reports,  more  men  were 
now  ready  to  take  up  arms  in  Carolina  than 
there  were  during  the  revolutionary  struggle. 
The  whole  St^  was  at  this  moment  in  arms, 
and  its  citizens  are  ready  to  be  embattied  the 
moment  any  attempt  was  made  to  enforce  the 
revenue  laws.  The  city  of  Charleston  wore  the 
appearance  of  a  military  depot.  As  a  farther 
proof  of  the  necesuty  of  this  bill,  he  would  read 
a  printed  paper,  wmch  nught  pass  for  what  U 
was  worth. 

Mr.  Calbouit.  What  pi^  is  it  I  Has  it  a 
signature? 

Mr.  WiLXDn.  It  is  a  circular,  but  not  rigned. 
Hr.  W.  then  rrad  tiie  paper  as  follows : 
{CHreuiar.) 
*'  Ohajllestok,  Jmvarjff  1838. 
**  Sin : — ^Tou  iriH,  on  receiving  this  letter,  imme- 
diately take  the  proper  measures  fiw  the  puipoae  et 
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ascertaining  at  what  poiats  depota  ot  proviaions,  say 
of  corn,  fodder,  and  bacon,  can  be  established  on 
the  main  roada  leading  through  your  district,  at 
Bnitable  stations,  saj  from  thirty  to  forty  miles  apart. 
Looking  to  the  event  of  a  possible  call  for  troops 
of  every  description,  especiallT  of  motmted  men,  in 
a  sadden  emergency,  you  will  aseertldn  tbe  routes 
by  which  they  could  most  conrenieotly  pass  through 
your  respective  distriota,  and  the  proper  points  at 
which  they  may  put  up  after  the  usual  day's  march. 
Having  settled  this,  the  next  point  will  be  to  ioqtUre 
whethw  there  aie  any  persons  at  or  near  those 

C lints,  who  would  undertake,  on  terms  to  be  stipn- 
ted,  to  funJah  com,  fodder,  and  meat,  in  what 
inumtities,  and  at  what  notice  T  It  ia  desirable  that 
this  arrangement  should  be  effected,  bo  as  to  enable 
na  to  command  an  adequate  supply  in  tbe  event  of 
ita  being  wanted,  without  actually  making  purchas- 
es at  present.  If  this  be  impracticable,  however, 
joa  must  then  see  on  what  terms  purchases  can  be 
effected,  where,  and  on  what  manner  tbe  articleB 
ean  be  deposited  and  taken  care  off  I  will  here 
give  you  a  general  outline  of  my  scheme.  I  will 
suppose  three  great  routes  to  be  marked  out  &om 
the  moontains  towards  tbe  sea;  one  leading  from 
LaoreneevUIe,  through  Newberry,  to  Columbia; 
another  from  Yorkviile  and  Union,  by  Winsboro' 
and  Ghesterville,  to  Columbia ;  and  the  third  from 
Pendleton,  through  Abberille  and  Edgefield,  Bum- 
well,  and  Colleton,  to  Charleston.  Along  these  routes 
depots  would  have  to  be  established  at  intervals  of 
thirty  or  forty  miles,  besides  separate  depota  at  Cam- 
den and  some  other  places.  From  Columbia  these 
StaUone  would  be  necessary  along  the  State  road  to 
Charieston,  But  one  other  route  would  then,  per- 
haps, be  necessary  to  be  provided  for,  beginning  at 
Dmingtmi  Court-house,  and  ending  at  Georgetown ; 
one  station  to  be  at  Eingatree,  and  another  at 
Lyncbe's  Creek.  From  all  other  places  some  one  of 
these  stations  might  be  strack.  I  present  this  im- 
perfect outline  merely  to  ^ve  you  some  idea  of  my 
general  scheme.  Your  particular  attention  will,  of 
coune,  be  directed  to  your  own  district ;  and,  if 
;bu  find  it  necessary,  you  may  call  in  my  aide  from 
the  adjoining  districts,  and  suchataff  oBScers  as  you 
may  think  proper,  and  consult  with  them  aa  to  the 
best  method  of  connecting  the  districta  by  some 
general  plan,  and  favor  me  with  tbe  result. 

*'  Another  object  to  which  I  woidd  call  your  early 
and  particular  attention,  la  the  state  of  Uie  arms, 
poblio  and  private,  in  tbe  hands  of  the  men.  Great 
numbers  have  been  issued  from  time  to  time,  es- 

Esd^y  witbin  a  ftw  years  Mst,  I  wish  to  Imow 
ow  many  of  them  may  be  relied  on  in  the  event  of 
actual  service.  For  tbip  purpose,  it  must  be  ascer- 
tained, from  actual  inspection  or  otherwise,  how 
many  men  in  each  company  have  mnskets,  mes  or 
other  arms  fit  for  use  ;  and  any  unfit  for  use  must 
be  repaired.  Tbe  latter  muat  be  collected  together 
and  repaired,  if  It  can  be  effected  in  your  ndghfaor- 
hood ;  and,  if  not,  they  must  be  boxed  up  and  sent 
to  Charleston ;  when,  after  being  repaired  at  tbe 
public  expense,  they  will  be  returned  to  the  compa- 
nies to  which  they  may  belong.  To  execute  the  ar- 
duous, responsible,  and  difficQlt  dodes  Imposed  by 
Uiia  order,  you  are  autborited  to  call  to  your  asMat- 
ance  alt  the  officers  of  the  staff  within  your  district; 
and,  if  further  as^tance  Is  wanted,  additional  offi- 
cers will  be  appointed.  The  travelling  expeosea  of 
yourself^  and  such  officers  as  yon  may  em^oy  in 
tills  badness^  will  be  pidd.  You  will  issue  tm  dm- 


[JaxitAKr,  188S. 

eeaary  orders  in  my  name,  coontersigned  by  your- 
self as  aide-de-camp,  to  aU  officers  witbiu  your  dia- 
trict,  urging  them  to  do  whatever  you  may  find 
necessary  to  the  prompt  and  effectual  execution  ot 
this  order.  Yon  will,  when  convenient,  call  upon 
tlie  brif^adler  or  mijor-generala,  within  your  district, 
fbr  their  eo-opention  and  aaidstance,  and,  generally, 
adopt  alt  pn^ier  measures  for  tbe  accomplisluneDt 
of  toe  important  ottfects  wUch  I  have  in  view,  wbich 
may  be  stated  lo  a  few  words  to  be  to  secure  the 
means  of  subsistence,  so  as  to  be  envied  to  bring 
troops  to  any  given  point  in  the  shortest  poairible 
time — ^to  ascertoia  the  state  of  tiie  arms  now  In  the 
hands  of  the  men — and  to  have  ^ose  unfit  for  use 
pot  fn  complete  order.  If  any  other  nfeans  occur 
to  you  of  accompUAiag,  in  the  promptest  manner, 
these  vitally  important  objects,  you  wul  be  so  good 
aa  to  suggest  them. 

"  X  am,  very  respectfully,  &e, 

"  K.  B.  I  annex  the  form  of  three  orders,  which 
you  may  find  it  necessary  to  extend,  to  enable  yon 
to  accomi^iah  the  objects  we  have  in  view.  Ton 
may  modify  them  as  you  tjiink  proper,  and  then 
have  copies  served  on  eaoh  of  the  t^eers,  irtio  may 
be  required  to  execnte  tiiom  iritUn  your  ^striot. 
They  are  not  tobe  pul^shed  in  tb«  pqien.  Coidei 
of  sJl  suoh  orders  as  you  may  issue  must  b«  sent  to 
me." 

Adverting  to  anofter  drenmetaiioe,  ai  tend- 
ing  to  show  tbe  ex(utaneDt.weTailiDg  ia  Sont^ 
OaroUna  aguost  the  General  Govenuudot,  Hi. 
W.  s^d,  ^at  in  every  part  of  the  St&te,  tho 
bine  cockade  with  the  Palinetto  button,  was 
generally  worn.  That  bit  of  ribboOf  and  tiio 
batton,  were  no  trifling  sign  of  the  military 
spirit  prevalent  among  the  people. 

It  seemed  to  him,  indeed,  from  all  these  faots, 
known  to  us,  officially  and  nunor,  that  it 
was  impossible  to  avoid  a  coUiaion  with  Soath 
Carolina,  while  her  ordinance  remained  in  fi»<oe ; 
and  that  those  gentlemen  who  represttited  that 
the  passage  of  any  bill  by  na  would  defeat  the 
ordinanoB,  and  prevent  a  ot^idon.  had  mla* 
taken  the  sense  of  the  ordinanoe,  and  the  inten- 
tion of  the  people  of  Sonth  Carolina. 

{tSr.  WvT-i-wB  here  interpoaed,  and  said  he  had 
not  expressed  the  opinion  that  noUiflcation 
would  be  abandoned  nj>on  the  passage  of  a  hill 
of  any  oharactor  in  reference  to  the  tiuiff.  If 
Congress  passed  a  bill  altering  the  tariff  acts  of 
1828  and  1832,  he  was  of  opinion  that  such  act 
would  set  aside  the  ordinance,  which  was  spe- 
cific in  its  application  to  the  tariff  acts  of  182S 
and  1882.  Even  if  a  bill  more  oppresdve  than 
the  existing  acts  shoold  pass,  the  ordinanoe 
now  existiM  wonld  thereby  be  defeated,  and 
Sonth  Oaroluia  wonld  be  nndw  the  neoessity  of 
assembling  another  convention,  and  passing  an- 
other ordinance.] 

Ur.  WiLKiHS  found,  he  said,  tiiat  he  was  not 
far  from  right.  What  prospect,  then,  was  there 
of  an  abandonment  by  South  Carolina,  of  her 
present  position  ?  She  offers  us  but  two  modes 
of  adjusting  the  matter  in  dispute.  The  first  is 
by  the  total  abandonment  of  the  protective  sys- 
tem ;  by  the  admission  of  the  whole  list  of  pro- 
tected articles  free  of  all  duty,  and  rising  the 
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whole  reTenoe  derived  from  duties  on  imports 
•zchidTelr  from  the  unprotected  articles.  The 
emaeOTenoe  of  the  adwtion  this  polioy, 
vonla  be  moot  latal  ana  disaatroos  to  the  in- 
dostry  of  the  Northern  States.  It  wonid  pnt 
.the  laboring  classes  of  Fomi^fyWaDia  on  a  foot- 
ling with  toe  panpera  of  the  old  world.  It 
woidd  prostrate  at  once  and  forever  the  pollOT 
which  Penn^lvanifi  had  long  cherish^,  which 
Booth  Carolina  had  united  with  her  iu  estab- 
liahing  and  muotaining,  and  under  which  she 
was  prosperous  aud  Lappj.  The  admirable 
speeeh  made  by  the  Senator  from  South  Oaro- 
hna,  in  1816,  in  favor  of  the  protective  policy, 
was  engraved  on  the  hearts  of  tlie  people  of 
Pennsylvania.  In  t^e  dwellings  of  the  farmer, 
Bieehuiic^  and  the  manufacturer,  it  hung  upon 
the  wall,  by  the  ride  of  Waatungttm'a  Farewell 
Address.  He  well  remembered  that  apeech, 
Ibrit  had  a  powerfiil  inflnenoe  on  his  own  n^d 
m  relation  to  the  pdic^  of  the  protective  qya- 
tem. 

\Ut.  OxLHomr  here  sud,  I  thank  the  gentle- 
man for  allnding  to  that  speech.  It  has  been 
much  and  very  often  misrepresented,  and  I 
shall  take  an  early  opportunity  to  explain  it] 

Mr.  WiLKiNs — I  Bhall  be  happy  to  witness 
the  exhibition  of  the  Senator's  mgenuity  in  ex- 
plaining the  speech  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
make  it  accord  with  bis  present  views.  I 
dionld  not  have  aJlnded  to  it,  had  not  the  Sen- 
•tttt  remarked  upon  the  bill  ttom  our  commit- 
tee as  a  1^  "of  abominatioiu." 

Ifr.  Oalbouh— It  reqiUrea  no  i^logy. 

Ur.  Wii,EnTs  proceeded  to  state  the  cousid* 
eratknis  which  rendered  a  compliance  with  the 
terms  proposed  by  South  Oarofina  improbable, 
if  not  imposrible.  For  his  own  part,  he  was  free 
to  say  that  he  could  not  brhig  his  mind  to  as- 
scot  to  so  destructive  a  measure.  He  spoke 
only  fbr  himself.  What  were  the  views  of 
others  of  ttus  body  on  this  subject  he  did  not 
know,  for  he  was  not  in  the  habit  of  making 
inqoiriea  as  to  the  opinions  of  others  on  flicu 
topics.  Uneh  as  he  loved  the  Union—  much  as 
he  deprecated  any  collision  between  the  State 
and  Federal  GovemmentB--much  as  he  was 
diHKwed  to  respect  the  ofdnions  and  wishes  of 
a  uter  State — ^he  would  not  himself  assent  to 
a  total  destruction  even  ot  incidental  protection 
to  our  domeatio  indoatry.  He  would,  however, 
go  ftr,  very  fiu*,  even  to  the  sacrifice  of  much 
of  that  protection  which  we  dum  as  just  and 
necessary ;  but  to  the  point  proposed  by  South 
Carolina  as  her  ultimatum^  he  could  not  go. 

He  did  not  believe  that  there  was  any  proh- 
aUlity  of  the  aasent,  on  the  part  of  Congress, 
to  the  first  iHY^KMition  of  Sooth  Carolina.  There 
was  but  one  oUier  pr<^>osition  made  by  South 
Carolina  for  the  ac^uatment  of  this  controversy, 
and  that  was  even  leas  hopeftal  than  the  finrner. 
It  was  by  the  call  0t  a  general  convention  of 
the  States,  and  the  sabmission  to  them  of  an 
ultimate  arbitramenit  on  the  disputed  powers, 
Kr.  W.  was  of  the  opimon  that  the  divi«on  of 
the  State  representatuHi  asaemUed  in  oonven- 

vouxa-s 


[Soun. 

tion  on  the  matters  in  controversy  would  n^t 
differ  from  the  judgment  of  the  representatives 
assembled  in  Congress.  He  did  not  think  it  at 
all  probable  that  the  convention  would  eitber 
alter  the  oonstitnttcm  in  respect  to  the  powers 
of  tiie  Government  over  the  subject  of  revennci 
or  that  tlie  protective  laws  would  be  pro- 
nounced by  them  anoonstitutional,  and  null  and 
void.  '  But  it  was  not  tit  all  probable  that  two- 
thirds  of  Congress  and  three-fourths  of  the 
States  would  agree  to  the  call  of  a  general  con- 
vention. The  people  were  averse  to  any  change 
in  the  constitution,  and  were  of  opinion  that  it 
could  not  be  amended  for  the  better.  For  his 
own  part,  it  was  his  earnest  hope,  and  confident 
belief  that  no  change  would  ever  be  made  in 
the  terms  of  our  admirable  compact. 

Here  Mr.  W.  yielded  to  &  motion  finr  ad- 
journment, and  the  Senate  a^onmed. 


TvssDAT,  January  81. 
7A«  ColUetion  Bitt. 

The  subject  agidn  coming  up — 

Mr.  WiLxiNs  resumed  his  remarks  on  it.  He 
commenced  by  stating  that,  on  a  proper  occa- 
sion, he  should  move  one  or  two  amendments 
to  the  bDl,  one  of  which  would  be  to  limit  some 
of  its  provisions  to  the  end  of  the  next  se88io^ 
of  Congress :  the  provirions  which  it  centred 
fbr  amending  the  Judicial  system,  he  presumed, 
there  wodd  oe  no  objection  to  leaving,  as  tiiey 
are  in  the  bDL  xmlhnited. 

When  the  Senate  a^oonied  yesterday,  pir. 
W.  continued,^  I  was  speaking  of  the  tariff 
system — of  this  system  for  the  protection  of 
American  industry,  which  a  vast  portion  of  the 
American  people  believe  to  be  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  prosperity  of  the  country.  As 
a  justification  of  the  adherence,  as  far  as  practi- 
cable, to  this  system,  he  had  had  reference  to 
the  conduct  of  gentlemen  from  the  South  in 
regard  to  it.  At  one  period,  he  now  added, 
Maryland  had  beoi  considered  a  Southern  State, 
as  she  was  still  a  slaveholding  State :  from  the 
chief  city  of  that  State,  directly  after  the  meeting 
ot  Oon^^Bs,  under  the  ematitntion  of  1787,  a 
memorial  was  tranraiitted  to  Congress,  recnting 
the  weakness  and  inefficiency  of  the  <M  con- 
federacy, and  its  inadequacy  to  protect  the 
nuurafaoturing  interests,  and  r^cdcmg  tiiat  we 
had  now  a  Government  possesring  all  the 
necessary  power  to  protect  domestic  industry, 
and  praying  the  interposition  of  Congress  for 
that  purpose.  Another  incident  he  mentioned, 
which,  he  said,  many  members  would  recollect, 
of  a  member  of  Congress  from  South  Carolina 
having,  in  the  year  1809,  offered  a  resolution 
proposing  that  dl  the  members  of  Congress 
should  appeiff,  at  the  commencement  ot  the  next 
ensuing  searion,  clad  entirely  In  clothing  ot 
American  manuOctnre.  He  had  already  ad- 
verted to  the  agency  of  the  South  in  pasring 
the  tariff  law  of  1816,  and  now,  said  he,  let  me 
make  a  personal  r^erenee,  in  connection  with 
it,  to  another  gentleman  from  Sonth  Gondlna, 
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now  ft  member  of  this  body,  (Mr.  "MiumbO 
wfaiob  referenoe  I  moke  with  all  possible  respect 
for  tbat  geatlemau.  WHen  the  bill-of  1816  was 
under  dlaoassiAn,  that  gentlezoan,  then  a  mem- 
ber of  the  other  House,  made  a  motion,  deeply 
interesting  to  Pennsylvania,  uid  for  which  I,  as 
one  of  her  sons,  feel  gratefol  to  him,  to  raise  the 
daties  on  hammered  bar  iron  (which  the  bill  pro- 
posed to  raise  from  nine  to  sixteen  dollars  per 
ton)  to  twenty  dollars  per  ton.  Thus  amended, 
the  bill  passed  the  Hooae,  hat  the  duty  was  re- 
duoediathaSenatetodztMiL  Onthefinalpaa- 
aage  of  (he  bUl,lnoliiduq>lluttaadi«therdatiea, 
three  members  «nlT  from  Sonth  ■Oarolina  were 
present,  and  they  aU  voted  for  the  Vdl.  Strange 
revolatioa  of  opinion  1  It  is  now  -contended  by 
the  same  gwtlenian  that  a  dnty  of  eighteen  dol- 
lars upon  tit6  same  article,  (two  dollars  below  her 
own  propMittoo,)  as  fixed  by  the  tari£f  of  1882, 
la  so  onerous,  oppressive,  and  tyrannical,  that  the 
whole  country  is  to  be  involved  io  a  civil  war, 
if  not  only  that,  bift  -every  -otSier  protective  daty 
be  not  abolished  1 

Mr.  W.  siud  he  had  also  spoken,  yesterday,  in 
justification  of  the  stvon^t  provisions  of  this 
bill,  «f  the  talked-of  restetanoe  to  the  laws  in 
South  OavBlioft.  He  had  ondentood  the  Sena- 
tor from  Santh  OandiniL  Oalbouk^  tiie 
other  day,  as  acknowleclgiiig  that  there  was 
military  array  ia  Sonth  Qupofina,  hot  contead- 
ing  that  it  followed  and  did  not  precede  the 
array  of  force  by  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Oalhoitn  sMd  he  bad  admitted  that  &ere 
was  military  preparation,  not  array. 

Mr.  WiLKiifS  said,  if  we  examine  the  measnres 
talcen  by  the  Administration  in  refermce  to  the 
present  ori«s,  it  wonld  be  fonnd  that  they  were 
not  at  tin  of  that  military  character  to  jnstily 
tlie  measores  of  Soath  Carolina  which  it  was 
allraed  had  followed  tJiem. 

MT.  OuMom  bM  Oat  Sonth  Oarcdina  waa 
midotibtedly  preparing  to  reaiBt  foroe  by  force. 
But,  let  the  united  States  withdraw  m  foreee 
from  her  borders,  and  lay  this  bill  npon  tiie 
teble,  and  her  pr^iarations  would  cease. 

Mr.  WiLEtNB  rasmned.  That  is,  sir,  if  we  do 
not  oppose  any  of  her  movements,  all  will  be 
right  If  we  fold  oar  arms,  and  exhibit  a  per- 
fect indifference  whether  the  laws  of  the  Union 
are  obeyed  or  not,  all  will  be  qniet  I  This,  I 
admit,  wonld  be  an  admirable  mode  to  avoid 
coUinon  and  prevent  disturbance ;  bat  is  it  one 
that  we  can  submit  tot  The  moment  we  f^il 
to  counteract  the  nullification  prooeedings  of 
Sonth  Oandina,  the  Union  ia  diaaolved ;  for,  in 
this  Government  of  laws,  union  ia  obedience, 
and  obedieoQe  it  nnion.  The  moment  South 
Oarolina —  ij 

Mr.  Calhoun. — Who  relies  upon  force  in  this 
controversy?  I  have  insisted  upon  it  that 
South  Carolina  relied  altogether  on  civil  pro- 
cess, and  that,  if  the  General  Government 
resorts  to  furce,  tiien  only  will  Soath  Carolina 
rely  upon  force.  If  force  be  introduced  by 
either  party,  upon  that  party  will  fall  the 
reapounbility. 


[JunrABT,  1888. 

Mr.  Wiuam. — The  General  Oovemment  will 
not  appeal,  in  the  first  instance,  to  force.  It 
will  appeal  to  the  patriotism  of  South  Carolina 
— to  that  magnanimity  of  which  ahe  boaats  ao 

mnch. 

Ur.  0A.LHODN. — I  am  sorry  that  South  Caro- 
lina cannot  appeal  to  the  sense  of  justice  <tf  the 
General  Government.  [Ordwl  order  I  from 
one  or  two  members.] 

Mr.  WiLKiHs. — ^The  Government  will  appeal 
to  that  political  sense  which  exhorts  obedience 
to  the  laws  iji  the  eonntry,  aa  the  first  duty  of 
the  (»tizen.  It  will  appeal  to  the  moral  force  in 
the  oommanity.  If  that  .i^peal  be  in  vain,  it 
will  appeal  to  the  judiciary.  If  the  mild  arm 
of  the  judiciary  be  not  snfficient  to  execute  the 
laws,  it  will  call  out  the  civil  fnre  to  susttua 
the  laws.   If  tiiat  be  insufficient,  God  save  and 

Sroteot  ua  from  the  last  resort  I  But  if  the  evil 
oes  come  upon  the  country,  who  is  responsible 
for  at  If  force  he  brought  in  to  the  aid  of  law, 
who,  I  ask  of  gentlemen,  is  responsible  for  it  to 
the  people  of  the  United  States?  That  is  the 
question.  Talk  of  it  as  yoa  please,  mystify 
matters  as  you  will,  theorize  as  you  may,  pile 
up  abstract  propositions  to  any  e^ent,  at  last  the 
question  resolvea  itself  into  one  of  obedience  or 
reslstanoe  of  the  laws— in  other  WOTds,  ct  nnion 
or  disunion.  Wherein  (sud  Mr.  W.)  consists 
our  liberty?  What  is  the  foundation  of  our 
political  institations  which  we  boast  of^  which 
we  hold  up  to  the  world  for  imitation,  and  for 
the  enjoyment  of  which  the  votary  of  freedom 
pants  In  every  country  of  the  globe — what  ia 
it?  It  is  that  of  a  Government  where  the 
people  make  the  laws,  and  where  the  people 
obey  the  laws  wluch  they  themselves  have 
made.  That  is  our  system  of  Government,  and 
by  a  large  minority  of  the  people  it  is  respected 
aooordingly.  Why,  efar,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  if  yon 
were  to  carry  into  eroot  the  ultra  dootrine  of 
Sontii  OaroHna  at  this  moment,  repeal  yonr 
whole  proteotire  system,  shut  up  our  fac- 
tor^ stop  our  wheels,  extinguish  oar  fires,  &o. 
— nay,  ruin  us  by  your  legiSation — ^yet  would 
the  people  of  Pennsylvania  obey  the  laws,  and 
abide  your  decision.  But  then  they  would  appeal 
to  the  people ;  they  would  endeavor  to  bring 
public  opinion  to  act  upon  Ciongress,  and  bear 
them  back  into  the  right  coarse.  They  would 
(q>peal  to  moral  inQuence,  and  to  that  uone. 

I  know  (s£ud  Mr.  W.)  that  the  gentieman  from 
Soutii  OaTMina  cannot  anticipate  the  application 
of  force  in  the  case  now  presented ;  but  I  pray 
him,  again  and  again,  to  advert  to  one  partionlar 
paragraph  of  the  ordinance.  There  were  aere- 
ral  cases  in  which  the  use  of  force  is  referred 
to  in  the  ordinance,  in  which  Mr.  W.  admittod 
the  right  to  use  it  If,  for  example,  as  in  a  oase 
SQpposed,  -Congress  intended  to  overrun  and 
subdue  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  and  overturn 
their  liberties,  he  admitted  the  right  of  resist- 
ance by  force.  But,  come  down  to  the  contin- 
gency in  which  the  ordinance  declares  that  force 
^aJl  be  used,  and  it  is  in  the  event  of  the 
.attempt  by  the  United  States  to  enforoe  the 
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exeontion  of  the  reTenne  laws.  "  Enforce"  ia 
the  word  employed  hj  ih»  ordinaaoe.  For  the 
meaniiig  of  this  word  it  wu  not  neeeesai?  to 
naart  to  Johnson  tx  Webater :  tiie  Uw  may  be 
"enforced"  hj  ezeention,  hj  ja^dal  prooeaa, 
hj  a  rimple  demand  of  piqrment  of  dattea  by 
a  United  States  officer.  It  needs  not  the  iron 
grasp  of  power,  the  naked  sword,  or  the  fixed 
bayonet,  to  conedtate  enforcement  of  the  laws. 
Ton  enforce  the  laws  every  day,  and  every  hoar 
of  every  day,  in  the  meet  tranquil  state  of  so- 
ciety. This  enforcement  of  the  laws  it  is  which 
is,  after  the  1st  of  February,  to  be  construed  into 
an  lUtempt  to  put  down  the  people  of  South  Caro- 
lina, and  to  jiutify  the  calling  forth  of  thousands 
upon  tiiousands  of  armed  men  to  resist  iL 

Mr.  W.  here  referred  to  the  Charleston  Mer- 
cury, vblofa  he  held  in  bis  hands,  containing 
the  proceedings  of  a  great  meeting  held  at 
CSkaneston,  South  Carofina,  on  tlte  21st  iiutant, 
amonc  which  were  a  number  of  resolutions, 
adopting  the  cockade  to  which  he  had  reference 
yesterday,  intermingled  with  notices  of  "  Call 
to  arms  1 "  **  Attention  volonteers  I "  &c. ;  and 
one  of  these  resolutaons  (which  he  read)  declares 
that  the  persons  assembled  at  this  meeting  not. 
only  affirm  the  right  of  the  State  peaceably  to 
secede  from  the  Union,  but  are  prepared,  if 
needs  be,  to  peril  their  Uvea  in,  the  assertion  of 
thU  daim,  Ac  Yes,  sir,  stud  Mr.  W.,  if  not 
prevented,  aeoearion  la  at  hand ;  fbr  the  veiy 
moment  mat  the  marshal  of  the  Patriot  calfa 
ont  the  jwsM  eomitaUa^  and  heada  that  posse  to 
enlbroe  a  judgment  <rf  the  ftdwal  court  to  com- 
pcA  the  payment  of  dut^  on  importa,  (after  the 
lat  of  February,)  then  has  tiae  contingency 
oocurred  of  an  attempt  to  enforce  the  laws ; 
thai  has  aeoeaaion  become  the  alternative.  With 
regard  to  secession,  Ur.  W.  went  on  to  cite 
cases  to  show  the  consequences  to  which  the 
admiseioQ  of  this  right  in  any  State  would  lead, 
ahould  other  States  aaopt  Uie  heresy  affi,rmed 
by  the  meetinb  whose  proceedings  he  had  read. 
This  view  of  me  snl^ect  he  followed  by  saying, 
that  nullification,  unless  merged  in  revolution, 
was  not  tobertopped.  The  honoraUe member 
had  told  liia  House,  that  laying  thia  bill  on  the 
taUe,  and  paaung  the  bill  depending  in  the 
other  House,  would  put  a  stop  to  nulUflcation. 
Bat  what  surety  was  there  even  of  this !  After 
the  lat  of  February,  nullification,  *with  all  its 
attributes  and  incidents,  was  to  be  in  full  opera* 
tion  in  South  Caroliua.  What  would  be  its 
political  operation  ?  Where  would  it  end  t  He 
put  this  question  plunly  to  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina.  A  convention  of  the  States 
was  out  of  the  question ;  an  ameudment  of  the 
constitution  was  out  of  the  question — where 
was  ^e  contest  to  end  ?  Why,  the  laws  must 
be  suspended.  Sonth  Carolina,  whilst  repre- 
sented on.ihis  floor,  (ably  as  she  is,  and  he 
hoped  long  would  be.)  participating  in  the 
DuUung  of  laws,  would  be  obeying  just  such  of 
them  as  she  pleased,  and  no  more— cutting  and 
carving  with  her  own  aword  to  suit  herself  1 
What  a  state  of  things  was  thial 


[Mr.  Calhoun  here  sud,  that  Soutii  OaroUna 
would  be  content  to  maintain  this  contest  upon 
the  principle  <tf  proteotitni,  paying,  without 
objeotion,  whatever  tana  mig^  w  required  to 
be  levied  for  the  purposes  of  revenue.] 

Vr.  WruoxB—If  South  Carolina  appeals  to 
t^e  federal  Ju^oiaiy,  she  can  bring  np  the 
question  of  the  validity  of  any  part  of  the 
revenue  laws  for  decision,  by  the  fMeral  courts. 
Ur.  W.  had  no  donbt  of  the  influence  of  the 
Senator  from  Sonth  Carolina  over  the  people 
of  that  State,  bnt  no  one  had  the  power  to  say 
what  coarse  that  State  would  take  if  the  sag- 
gestion  of  the  Senator  should  be  adopted.  We 
must  take  this  matter  as  we  unfortunately  find 
it.  The  merchants  of  Charleston  mf^  impoft 
goods  free  of  duty,  and  the  merchants  of  Balti- 
more, New  Torl^  Ac,  must  pay  dutiea.  The 
people  of  South  Carolina  are  exempt  flrom 
all  taxation  by  duties  on  imports,  which 
is  the  only  taxation  known  to  our  laws'; 
and  the  people  of  the  rest  of  the  Union  are 
compelled  to  pay  taxes.  Sontii  Carolina  par- 
ticipates in  the  benefits,  but  not  in  the  bur- 
dens of  the  Government.  The  ordinance,  to 
this  effect,  South  Carolina  is  pledged  to  mun- 
tain ;  and  it  declares  that  no  power  shall  pre- 
vent free  iogresa  and  egress  into  and  from  her 
ports.  Every  stream  of  water  in  the  limits  of 
the  State,  accessible  from  tJie  ocean,  is  made  a 
port.  Wherever  goods  are  introdaoed  and 
landed,  ail  obliffation  to  pay  the  datiea  vanishes 
before  the  magioal  influence  (rf  nulUflcation. 

The  State  of  South  Carolina  is,  pioad  the 
revenue  lawi^  out  oi  the  Union.  As  to  the 
revenue  systMn,  our  fellow-eitizens  of  South 
Carolina  are  gone  from  us.  What,  then,  is  to 
prevent  the  gmda  imported  into  tiie  State  from 
being  distributed  into  every  part  of  the  interior 
and  along  the  coast  f  A  legalized  system  would 
be  introduced — he  would  not  say  of  smuggling, 
for  he  would  not  impute  00  opprobrious  a  crime 
to  the  authorities  of  that  State ;  hut  free  porta 
make  free  goods,  and  nullification  makes  free 
porta.  Well,  rir,  what  wilt  prevent  the  gooda 
from  bung  aant  to  other  States!  Take  the 
marka  off  from  the  goods,  and  they  may  be 
sent  anywhwe.  If  nullification  exempt  goods 
from  dutiea  in  South  Carolina,  it  exempts 
them  everywhere.  They  are  marked  "State 
rights,"  and  the  vessel  is  called  "  State  sovr 
ereignty."  They  will  not  he  imported  under 
the  glorious  flag  of  the  Union,  bnt  under  the 
flag  of  South  Carolina.  Sonth  Carolina  has  got 
her  ordinance.   Now  we  shall  see  how  she  will 

f ut  it  in  execution,  how  it  works  practically, 
t  will  make  general  confn^on,  defeat  equality 
in  public  burdens,  and  demor£.ize  the  com- 
munity. 

As  nullification  is  now  about  to  go  into  frdl 
operation,  what  is  to  sti^  the  lianda  of  South 
Carolina,  and  prevent  her  from  executing  her 
present  purpose  1  He  was  aware  of  the  wide 
range  of  discussion  which  the  question  con- 
j  nectod  witii  thia  auljeot  would  lead  to.  Bnt 
I  this  was  the  time  for  In^ging  those  qoestinif 
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before  Congress  for  decision.  They  ahoold 
deotde  now,  in  one  war  or  other.  I  am  yoong 
and  Btont,  said  l£r.  w.,  and  am  wiUtng  to  aee 
the  question  tried,  and  to  abide  the  end  it 
The  whole  question  comes  to  a  Enogle  point 
What  is  the  constitational  relation  of  a  single 
State  to  the  United  States  f  If  the  QoTemment 
is  merely  an  "alliance  of  States,"  a  federal 
league  between  several  distinct  and  independent 
sovereignties,  from  which  any  one  may  with- 
draw, there  is  an  end  of  the  qnestion  and  of  onr 
bilL  For  South  Oarolioa,  leaiung  npon  her  sot- 
ereigntj  and  reserved  rights,  has  exercised  the 
power  which  she  claims  of  obeying  and  disobey- 
iK  a  law  of  the  Union,  jost  as  he  may  oonstrne  ■ 
iOo  be  oonstitntional  or  nnconstitntionaL 

An  attempt  on  his  part  to  throw  any  addi- 
tional light  on  this  snbject  would  be  as  nnne pes- 
sary aa  to  oontribnte  a  drop  of  water  to  tiie 
ocean.  It  was  enough  for  him  that  he  had  a 
few  well-settled  principles  on  this  point,  which 
he  had  always  entertained,  and  wluch  had  been 
acted  on  mm  the  fonndation  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  the  present  time.  The  constitution 
was  formed  by  the  people.  It  was  adopted  by 
the  States,  which,  like  individuals,  surrendered 
a  portion  of  their  sovereignty  for  the  security 
of  the  rest  .  Those  powers  which  are  thus 
surrendered,  however  limited  in  nTiml)er,  are 
supreme  in  extent  and  application.  The  second 
paragra;^h  in  the  6th  araole  of  the  WHistitntion 
was,  as  tt  speared  to  bim,  framed  to  meet  this 
very  case— 4o  meet  State  le^sladon.  State  nuUi- 
fioation — to  meet  the  case  of  State  legislation 
which  attempts  to  overthroT  national  legis- 
lation. 

"  This  Constitution,  and  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  which  shall  be  made  in  porsoance  thereof, 
and  aU  treatiea  made  or  wUoh  wall  be  made  under 
the  authority  the  Uidted  States,  dull  be  the  su- 
preme law  of  the  land,  and  the  judges  in  every 
State  shall  be  bound  thereby,  anything  In  the  Con- 
stitutiim  or  the  laws  of  any  State  to  the  eontoary 
neCwHltttandiitg.*' 

This  supremacy  of  power  was  necessary  for 
the  general  welfare,  because  it  oonrists  in  the 
use  of  powers  which  could  not  be  confined  to, 
nor  exercised  by,  any  one  State.  We  (Jways 
had  a  Union.  The  great  object  of  the  people, 
from  one  period  to  another,  has  been  to  render 
the  Union  "  more  perfect."  Virvinia  took  the 
lead  in  Uie  last  attempt,  and  her  statesmen 
were  among  its  former  champions.  Experience 
had  manifested  the  want  of  a  supreme  power 
to  bear  immediately  upon  the  people  of  the 
States.  The  laws  of  the  old  confederation  bore 
on  the  States  alone.  Hence  the  constitution 
begins,  *^  We^  the  people and  the  conclusion 
of  the  6th  section  of  the  Ist  article,  giving  pow- 
er to  Congress  to  moke  all  laws  which  shall  be 
necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into  execu- 
tion the  foregoing  powers,  and  all  other  powers 
rested  by  this  constitution  in  the  Government 
of  t^e  United  States,  or  in  any  deparbnoit  or 
officer  thereof"  ana  the  em|diatio  oondnmon 
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declaring  such  laws  to  be  the  supreme  law  of 
the  land,  in  tiie  aggregate  sense  m  the  term. 

We  owe  allei^anoe  both  to  the  United  States 
and  to  the  State  oi  which  we  are  dtizens.  Are 
there,  sir,  any  citizens  who  owe  no  allwianoe 
to  the  United  States!  Have  the  peome  of 
South  Carolina  abandoned  the  proud  titie  of 
citizens  ottiie  United  States  ?  Has  the  General 
Government  any  power  or  quality  of  political 
sovereignty  at  idl  t  If  it  has,  tiiat  power  most 
be  brought  to  bear  direetiy  upon  the  people  of 
the  States,  and  of  each  State. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  forma 
a  part  of  the  Government  of  each  State,  enters 
into  it,  and  supplies  wbatever  may  be  wanting 
in  State  powers.  Ton  cannot  bring  aboat  obe- 
dlMBoe  to  the  laws,  if  their  obligationa  and  bind- 
ing foroe  are  not  direetiy  on  the  people.  If  the 
laws  are  tmnght  to  bear  the  States,  they 
may  wrap  themselves  up  in  their  sovereisntT' 
and  their  reserved  ri^ta,  resort  to  nullmoa- 
tion,  and,  claming  the  power  to  put  tiieir  veto 
on  the  acts  of  Congress,  they  niay  overthrow 
your  whole  system  of  legislation.  This  doctrine 
impairs  not  the  sovereignty  of  the  people.  The 
peoiJe  retain  their  sovereignty  in  reference  to 
the  United  States  as  well  as  to  their  respective 
States.  They  act  here  as  well  as  in  their  State 
Legislatures.  Whenever  you  exercise  one  of 
your  great  constitutional  powers,  the  people  aot 
here,  and  are  therefore  bound  by  the  mw  whiclL 
they  themselves  made.  This  is  the  perfection 
of  political  institutions.  The  peoide  make  the 
laws,  and  the  laws  govern.  Tne  States  are  se- 
cure in  their  rights,  and  always  were  secure. 
He  admitted  their  original  absolute  sovereignty ; 
but,  as  he  had  said  before,  tiiey  yielded  up  a 
portion  of  that  sovardgnty  for  the  general 
good. 

This  is  a  constitution  of  power  "granted," 
as  a  lawyer  would  say,."  for  a  valuable  con- 
sideration." By  the  grant  of  thesepowers,  yon 
created  the  constitution  of  the  Union.  Yon 
cannot  take  tiiem  back  at  pleasure.  Here  are 
we  asked— can  the  creature  be  greater  than  the 
creator  I  'So.  Bat  the  creator  may  be  bound 
by  ih»  aot  of  the  creature ;  the  principal  may 
be  bound  by  the  act  of  the  agent,  if  the  agent 
acts  in  pursuance  of  delegated  power,  paraea- 
larly  wnen  the  interests  of  third  persons  are 
concerned.  We  say  to  South  Carolina,  our 
prosperity  depends  upon  the  permanence  of  a 
system  which  you  created;  and  you  cannot 
take  back  the  power  which  you  gave  to  your 
agents  to  exercise. 

On  the  snbject  of  practical  nullifloation, 
Kr.  W.  said  he  had  made  some  notes,  and  the 
very  ciroumstances  whi<^  he  had  anticipated 
had  happened.  From  a  Ute  number  of  the 
Ofaarieetou  Heronry,  which  he  held  In  his  hand, 
be  read  an  account  of  a  great  State  ri^ts  meet- 
ing at  Charleston,  whereat  resolutions  were 
adopted  for  forming  companies  to  import  goods 
free  of  doty.  The  merchants  of  South  Carolina 
would,  it  was  tiion^t,  be  reluctant  to  hunrd 
th^  commercial  orec^  and  oonvenience 
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avuluig  themselTeB  of  the  repIeTin  law ;  and  It 
had  been  doubted,  whether  uie  force  of  the  or- 
dinance wodM  be  tried.  Bat,  aa  he  had  ex- 
the  politicians,  not  the  merchants,  had 
a  plan  fiv  trying  the  ezpeiim^t.  Frep- 
aratloas  bad  been  made  to  bring  the  qnesti(Mi 
to  an  iasne  as  80<ni  as  tike  1st  di^  of  Febmary 
anived.  He  had  made  a  note  <^  the  qaestiMU 
which  would  aiiae  ont  of  tlMae  eonriderations, 
but  he  would  not  detain  Ifae  S«iate  by  untieing 
them. 

He  wonid  pass  to  the  connderation  of  the 
proTirions  in  the  bill.  The  first  section  of  the 
bill  contains  provisions  wbioh  are  preventive 
and  peaoefnL  Kr.  W.  then  read  from  the  first 
aection  of  the  bill,  a»  follows : 

"  B«  ii  «naef«4  That  whenever,  by  reason  of 
unlawful  obetnictions,  combiQatioaa,  or  assemblages 
(tf  persona,  or  nnlawfal  threats  or  menaces  agamst 
officers  of  the.  United  States,  it  shall  become  im- 
practicable, in  the  jndgment  of  the  Freadent,  to 
exeeate  the  revenoe  laws,  and  collect  the  duties  on 
imports  in  the  ordinary  way  in  any  colleedon  dis- 
trict, it  shall  and  may  be  lawtul  for  the  President  to 
direct  that  the  cnatom-bonse  for  sach  district  be  es- 
tat^sbed  and  kept  in  any  setmre  place  iritUn  some 
port  or  harbor  of  such  ^taiot,  eUher  upon  land  or 
on  board  any  vessel,''  &c.' 

It  enjoins  forbearance  on  the  Exeoative,  and 
gives  hun  power  to  remove  the  OTUtom-honse 
to  a  aeoore  place,  where  the  daties  may  be  col- 
lected. Xl  leaves  the  ports  and  districts  as  they 
now  are,  open  for  the  commercial  convenience 
of  the  good  people  of  the  State ;  and  even  the 
caatMn-iumse  wonId  not  be  taken  from  the  port 
or  hartrar  when  it  now  Is.  Oar  ol^^  ^ 
moving  the  cnstun-honse  is  to  prevent  all  col- 
Bdon,  if  pwrible.  The  words  "threats  and 
menaces  "  do  not  nm  thron^h  the  reeidne  of  the 
seetirai.  Hie  power  given  m  this  clanse  is  not 
new ;  the  olsnse  is  simply  declaratory  of  the 
ezistii^  law,  as  it  has  been  held  by  onr  courts ; 
for  it  Q&a  been  decided,  that  where  it  is  impos- 
sible to  collect  the  duties,  the  officers  of  the 
customs  may  remove  the  custom-house. 

The  next  paragraph  provides  for  the  cash 
pigment  of  daties  under  drcnrastances  which 
vender  it  impoesiUe  to  collect  the  daties  in  the 
ordinaEy  way.  Thia  is  no  great  matter.  We 
bsve  drea^  abolwhed  the  <vedita  <m  duties  to 
some  exten^and  tiiis  lav  carries  ont  tiie  ^stem 
fiBtther.  why  should  the  practice  of  taking 
bonds  be  perristed  in  when  they  say  they  are 
not  bound  to  pay  the  bonds.  It  is  a  mockery 
to  take  bonds  when  the  constitution  and  the 
law  release  the  people  bound  from  tiie  obliga- 
tion of  the  bonds.  Suits  must  be  brought  to 
enforce  the  payment  of  the  Iionds,  and  the  au- 
tiiority  of  the  State  and  federal  tribunals  wonld 
thereby  be  brought  into  conflict,  which  conflict 
the  bill  sought  to  avoid.  The  d2d  section  of 
the  act  of  the  ad  March,  1799,  refuses  credit  to 
merchants  who  have  reAised  to  pay  their  bonds. 
The  same  principle  is  applied  to  the  present 
case^  where  pemleara  combined  to  pzeventtlie 
pajment  of  twDKla. 
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The  third  and  remaining  exigen<^  provided 
for  in  this  first  section  is  the  authority  to  em- 
ploy the  land  or  naval  forces,  or  militia,  Thia 
provision  is  entirely  defennve.  It  merely  con- 
firms  the  mthorify  for  the  protection  ot  the  cus- 
tom-house and  revoiae  officers.  Ibe  rimple 
question  is— do  you .  require  obedlokce  to  the 
laws!  How  can  you  mue  the  people*^ South 
Oarolina  pay  the  daties  f  The  cuBtom-house 
offlcM^  are  not  suffldentiy  numerous  to  enforce 
obedience  to  the  laws;  pains,  penalties,  indict- 
ments, all  hang  over  the  head  of  that  miui  who 
is  hold  enough  to  exact  payment  The  Legisla- 
ture forbids  the  enforcement  of  the  law ;  and 
he  who  attempts  to  enforce  it  must  suffer  the 
penalty  of  the  law  as  sorely  as  he  is  convicted 
of  the  offence.  The  marshal,  in  this  stage  of 
the  business,  cannot  interpose.  The  militia  can- 
not be  called  ont,  for  the  best  reason  In  the 
'  world— that  they  are  committed  In  support  of 
the  other  dde  <a  the  qaestion.  How  what  Is 
to  he  done  ?  It  is  the  duty  of  the  President  to 
take  care  that  the  laws  shall  be  executed.  He 
is  invested  with  the  power  by  the  constitation, 
and  the  pubUo  bold  nim  respondble  for  its  ex- 
ercise. Ton  can  vest  the  power  nowhere  else. 
The  first  section  of  the  second  arti{^e  of  the 
constitution  invests  the  President  with  the 
"  executive  power,"  and  he  is  required  to  take 
an  oatii  fsithfiilly  to.  execute  the  office  and  pre- 
serve the  constitotioD.  The  second  section  of 
the  same  article  makes  him  the  oommander-in- 
ohirf  of  the  umj  and  navy  of  llie  United  States 
and  of  the  mlUoa,  when  called  Into  actual  ser- 
vice. Hbo  mly  question  is—is  It  necessary  to 
J^ve  these  means  to  enfwoe  the  lawst  If  ve 
intend  to  enforce  obedience  to  the  laws,  these 
powers  mast  be  given,  and  nowhere  can  they 
be  constitotionaUy  lodged  but  in  the  President. 
We  give  Andrew  Jackson  power  dmply  to  exe- 
cute, for  a  limited  time,  the  revenue  laws  of  the 
conntry.  Well,  we  confide  this  pow*  to  a  man 
who  has  never  abtised  any  power  reposed  in 
him.  He  said  that  these  proceedings  were  long 
anticipated.  They  were  the  snbje^  of  discus- 
sion during  the  late  Presidential  contest  Evei7 
vote  had  an  eye  to  the  South.  He  spoke  this 
with  respect  to  the  other  candidates,  all  of 
whom  be  knew  would  have  su^^wrted  tbe  cod- 
stitotlon.  He  made  no  invidious  distinctions. 

Why  did'Sonth  Oarolina  throw  away  her  vote 
on  a  distinguished  individual,  who  was  not  a 
candidate  t  With  an  eye  to  this  question.  Why 
did  the  people  of  the  United  States  vote  for 
Andrew  Jackson  t  WiUi  a  view  to  this  same 
question,  For  tiiis  provision  in  the  law  there 
was  a  precedent,  to  which  he  would  refer. 
The  act  of  9th  Janaary,  1609,  sec.  11-13,  vol.  4. 
p.  184-'5,  to  enforce  the  embargo,  &o:  The  Sa 
section  of  the  hill  ezt^ds  the  Jurisdiction  of 
the  circuit  courts  tn  revenue  cases.  It  gives 
the  rig^t  to  sue  In  these  courts  for  any  injury 
inowred  by  officers,  whilst  engaged  under  the 
laws  of  Ctmgress  in  the  oollecoon  of  daties  on 
imports.  It  oedares  that  propwlytaken  under 
the  ontbority  of  the  laws  of  the  united  States 
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ihall  be  impleTiable,  and  onlj  Bol;Jeot  to  the 
order  and  decrees  of  the  oonrta  of  the  United 
Ststea ;  and  it  ^vea  llie  penalty  for  the  resooe 
of  the  i»roj>ert7-  aa  is  prescribed  by  the  act  of 
80th  April,  17fK),  sec  22,  vol.  2,  p.  95.  The 
provisions  of  that  law  make  the  penalty  not 
exceed  three  hundred  dollars,  and  imprisonment 
for  three  months.  This  section  has  two  objects 
in  view  :  first,  it  gives  power  to  the  officers  to 
soe  in  the  federal  coortfl ;  and  second,  it  pro- 
Tides  that  they  shall  Dcrt  be  dlmosseased  of  prop- 
erty adxed  by  theoinuder  the  lawi(tf  tike  Glen- 
•ru  GovemmeDt,  wittmit  the  antlwrity  of  the 
oonrts  of  the  United  States.  The  otject  ol  this 
aeoticMi  is  to  meet  legisladoD  by  l^ridation.  Hiere 
is  nothing  in  this  provision  uiocung  or  hiUBh. 

The  laws  of  Sooth  Carolina,  made  to  enforce 
the  ordinance,  are  harsh  and  oppressive  beyond 
any  of  the  fendal  laws.  Under  the  replevin  act 
of  South  Oarolina,  the  goods  are  first  seized ;  if 
they  are  not  given  np,  the  return  is  made,  and 
a  Mpia$  in  loithemam  isaaes ;  there  is  then  a 
Boit  to  recover  back  the  dnties ;  Uie  coatom- 
houce  officer  oannot  remove  the  anit  to  any 
other  ooort,  and  the  jndgea  and  jnrora  who  are 
to  dedde  the  case  are  nnder  oath  to  aapport  the 
ordinanoe.  Fw  this  ratsdemeanor  tiie  t^cers 
are  snlijeot  to  a  fine  of  fiTe,htindred  dcdlars  and 
two  years*  imprisonment.  And  they  are  liable 
to  have  their  own  property  to  doable  the 
ttnonnt  of  the  goods  mzed,  taken,  and  carried 
away.  Evwy  profesrional  man  knows'  to  what 
caaee  a  replevm  law  is  nsnally  ctmfined.  It 
views  the  oostom-honse  officer,  while  diaoharg- 
ing  his  duty,  as  a  trespasser.  If  the  replevy  la 
not  obeyed,  the  intermediate  inqairy  which  tiie 
common  law  provides  is  discarded,  and  a  writ 
of  reprisal  issnes.  It  is  not  left  discretionary 
with  the  dteriff  to  take  enough  to  satisfy  the 
demuid ;  bat  he  ia  boond  to  take  doable  the 
amoont.  There  u  no  danger  lhat  tlus  part  of 
be  law  ofti  ever  be  execated,  for  no  tne  person 
will  haTepn^|>erlT  enongh  tar  so  tremenaoos  a 
graap.  The  goods  are  taken  finally  from  the 
oostom-honse  officer  and  carried  off;  andifhe 
attempts  to  recapture  them,  be  is  liable  to  a 
fine  of  ten  Oiousand  dollars,  and  two  years'  im- 
prisonment. No  snob  indictment  is  sabjeot  to 
traverse ;  that  is,  the  acoosed  shall  not  cross  it ; 
he  shall  not  deny  the  facta  alleged;  he  shall 
not  plead  "  not  guilty."  This  is  the  teohnioal 
effect  of  reftiring  a  traverse.  But  can  the  word 
be  taken  in  that  sense  in  South  Oarolina} 
Periiaps  the  word,  as  used  in  the  ordinance,  has 
a  meaning  peooliar  to  the  South. 

Hr.  lubun  expluned.  Thewordbadapecn- 
Uw  meaoiog  in  Sooth  Carolina.  At  the  first 
oonrt  the  aeoiued  oould  traverse,  but  he  had 
no  right  to  oontlnne  the  action.  The  ordinance 
deniM  the  right  of  the  accused  to  oraitinae  the 
case  after  the  first  term,  except  for  cause  shown. 
The  ordinance,  in  creating  tUa  misdemeanor, 
merely  applies  it  to  the  Iwal  forms  which  in 
that  State  apply  to  aU  misderaeanora. 

Mr.  WiLKiKB. — ^It  was  uiparent  that  the  oon- 
•titntim    the  oovrta  in  Booth  Can^aa  nukes 
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it  neoeesary  to  give  the  revenue  offioara  the 
right  to  sue  in  the  federal  courts.  It  was  not 
intended  to  restrict  this  right  to  any  amount  In 
conb*over8y,  nor  to  dtixeua  of  other  States.  It 
fiUls  under  the  olaose  of  tho  oonstitntion  which 
gives  jorisdiotiota  to  the  United  States  coorta  in 
all  cases  ariung  under  the  constitution,  treaties, 
and  laws  of  the  United  States.  He  would  put 
a  case  in  a  few  words :  Suppose  the  collector 
of  the  port  of  South  Oarolina  is  proseooted. 
He  ia  carried  to  prison,  or  the  oapiiu  m  intW- 
nomis  tssned  againathun.  His  int^>erty  is  car- 
ried off  and  and.  Hie  ease  ocMnes  befim  the 
State  eoait.  He  aeta  forth  tha^  nnder  the  lawi 
of  the  United  Statea,  be  was  obliged  to  do  bis 
doty.  On  the  other  side,  it  is  said  that  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  had  been  nullified ; 
and  the  State  laws  had  taken  their  place.  Oat 
of  this  issue  springs  a  case  provided  for  by  the 
bill.  But  it  is  objected  that  the  case  will 
arise  under  the  State  law.  But,  shape  it  which 
way  you  may,  the  case  arises  out  of  the  lawa 
and  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
judicial  power  extends  to  all  oases  in  law  and 
equity.  It  ought  to  be  so.  There  ought  to  be 
a  judicial  power  co-eztoisive  with  the  power 
of  legiilauon,  and  a  oo-eztenave  ezeoative 

E>wer.  Withont  tids  oo-eztenrive  power,  lef^ 
tion  would  be  nselern  in  a  free  Government. 
Neither  domestic  tranquillity,  nor  uniformity  (rf 
roles  and  decisions,  can  be  secured  without  it. 

It  may  be  said  (continued  Hr.  W,)  that  in 
this  way  you  overturn  the  State  le^alation,  and 
that  they  ought  to  give  their  own  direction  to 
State  oontroveruea.  So  they  may ;  but  let  them 
not  come  in  collision  with  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  the  Union.  In  every  controversy  within 
any  State,  ariung  under  a  State  law,  coming  in 
ooUision  with  the  oonstitutionf  or  with  a  law  at 
the  United  States^  the  fiaderal  oonrta  have  ap- 
pellatojariediction.  He  folt  himself  too  nraoh 
exhanated  to  read  a  case  or  two  to  whieh  he 
desired  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Swate. 
But  he  meant  to  content  himself  with  a  mere  ref- 
erence to  the  case  of  Martin  e«.  Hnnter's  lessee, 
in  1st  Wheatou,  p.  804,  and  the  case  of  Ouheiu 
M.  the  State  of  Vire^ia,  6th  'Wheaton,  p.  584, 
where  this  point  had  been  dedded.  If  appellate 
jurisdiction  be  ^ven,  the  orij^nal  coala  not  be 
desired.  AU  the  residunm  of  jurisdiction  re- 
nuuning,  after  the  original  jurisdiction  given  in 
specified  cases  to  the  Supreme  Ck)urt,  might  be 
exenused  in  any  way  by  the  inferior  courts 
that  Oongrasa  might  direct  These  observations 
were  awlieable  to  Qm  third  section  of  the  bilL 
which  auo  provides  for  the  extendon  irf" Jndloiai 
jnriadiction,  by  allowing  the  party  or  officer  oi 
Uie  United  States  sued  in  tiie  State  courts  fbr 
executing  the  lawa  of  the  Union,  to  remove  the 
case  to  the  circuit  court.  It  gives  the  right  to 
remove  at  any  time  before  trial,  but  not  after 
judgment  hod  been  given ;  and  thus  affects  in  no 
way  the  dignity  of  the  State  tribunals.  Whether 
in  criminal  or  in  civil  oases,  it  gives  this  righted 
removal.  Has  Congress  this  power  in  criminal 
casQsY  He  would  answer  this  question  in  the 
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affirmative.  Congress  bad  the  power  to  give 
tiiia  right  id  crimiDal  as  wdl  as  in  eivil  cases, 
1i«eai»e  the  second  aection  of  tiie  third  artlole 
of  the  oon^tntion  speaka  of  **  all  eases  in  law 
and  «qnlt7 ;  *'  and  uieee  enaprehensive  tenna 
eorer  alL  He  referred  to  the  caseof  Hat^ews 
T*.  Zaae,  4th  Cranch,  page  883,  which  decides 
that,  if  two  eitixens  of  the  same  State,  in  a  suit 
in  their  State  court,  daim  title  under  the  same 
•et  of  Congre»,  the  Supreme  Court  has  an  appel- 
late jorisdictioD  to  revise  and  correct  the  decision 
of  that  court. 

Hie  deciflioQ-was  founded  upon  the  principle 
that  the  Sd  act  of  the  oonsUtntion,  considered 
in  connection  with  the  jadioiary  act  of  1789, 
vonld  not  give  it  a  more  ezteosive  construction 
Hian  it  merited ;  and  tiiat  the  great  object  was, 
to  render  iiiufi»m  the  eonstniim<Hi  ot  the  laws 
ot  the  United  States,  and  deddona  mder  them 
upon  the  rights  of  individuals ;  and  in  such 
ease  it  was  entirelj  immaterial  that  bodi  par* 
ties  were  citizens  of  the  same  State. 

It  was  admitted  by  Mr.  Harper,  counsel  for 
ddendant  in  error,  that  the  exercise  of  jurisdic- 
tion in  snob  case  would  be  undoubted,  if  it  was 
to  maintain  the  authority  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  against  encroadunents  of  the 
State  anthorities.  The  <danse  in  the  eonstitu- 
ti<Hi  to  which  he  had  adverted  refers  to  tbe 
character  of  the  controversj,  without  regard 
to  tlw  Pfrt^  or  the  particnlar  form  erf"  the  ao- 
lion.  The  oljeot  of  the  suit,  and  not  tbe  tribu- 
nal, determined  the  jnriadiodfm.  "Was  it  to  try 
^  validitx  of  an  act  <^  eongresst  That  ques- 
tion determined  the  jurisdiction.  Was  it  to  tiy 
any  indictment  for  treason!  That  question 
determined  the  Jurisdiction.  It  was  more  neces- 
sary that  thifl  Jorisdietton  should  be  extended 
over  criminal  than  over  civil  cases.  If  it  was 
not  admitted  that  the  federal  jitdiciary  bad  juris- 
di^on  over  criminal  cases,  then  was  nc 
tion  ratified  and  sealed  forever:  for  a  State 
would  have  nothing  more  to  do  than  to  declare  an 
act  a  felony  or  a  misdemeanor  to  nullify  all  the 
laws  of  the  Union.  There 'were  numerous 
mjndices — w^odices  peculiar  to  particalar 
Btiies,  whicti,  under  any  other  view,  would 
flmw  all  Jnriadiotion  into  the  State  tribunals. 

Mr.  W.  would  pot  a  case  to  tbe  Sontiiem 
gentlemen,  by  way  of  QlaatratiiKL  It  was  one 
which  they  would  feel  disposed  to  resent,  and 
one  to  which  he  felt  a  repugnance  to  refer ;  but 
he  would  take  it  as  illustrative  of  the  opinion^ 
he  had  thrown  out  There  was  to  be  found  in 
the  constitution  a  clause  which  gives  tbe  right 
to  the  owner  of  a  dave  to  pursue  him  from  one 
State  to  another,  and  to  take  him  wherever  he 
may  find  him.  Now  it  was  known  that  there 
was  in  some  States  a  strong  feeling  m  this  aub- 
jeot,  and  that  particularly  was  this  sensibility 
to  bef^pnnd  In  the  State  ctfBeniut^Tania,  where 
it  was  carried  to  a  reigr  great  «tait.  In  great 
Mrty  times,  be  would  suppose  that  a  party  in 
FransylvaniA  rallied  on  this  great  principle. 
Poinaylvanla  was  oovered  over  with  zaaloas  and 
h^UynapeetaUeabdltionsodetiesw  He  would 


suppose  that  Pennsylvania  earned  these  feelings 
to  such  as  ext«it,  as  to  pass  alawtoDallillftus 
dausaintheooDstitntioiu.  Be  stated  that  hfthad, 
in  ^ejndldal  station  whidi  he  had  oooapied,bad 
oaaes  Honght  befbm  hhn  tar  daalsioo,  m  which 
be  had  fiaU  it  to  be  eztranely  difficult  to  keep 
down  this  feeUng.  It  had  b«ut  even  eonteDdea 
befOTfthin  that  tbe  pursuit  of  tbe  slave  by  his 
owner  into  that  State  was  an  nnconstitutional 
aet.  He  woald  suppose  that  Pennsyl-rania  was 
to  pass  Si  law,  dedaring  that  the  moment  a 
slave  seta  foot  on  her  soil^  he  shall  be  at  once 
elevated  to  the  rank  and  privileges  of  a  freeman, 
and  that  thus  slie  shonla  wdlify  the  o^hm  in 
tbe  constitution  on  this  point. 

It  would  be  deemed  very  hard  by  titO'Seuth- 
em  gentlemen  that  they  could  not  try  l^e 
qneetion  the  o(Hutitatii»ality  of  that  law 
before  the  Suimnw  Court.  Aiid  if  tbe  State 
of  Pennsylvania  were  to  pass  a  law  imposing  a 
fine  often  thousand  dollars  and  five  yean'  ua- 
prisonment  on  any  ownev  of  a  slave  found  in 
.pursuit  of  him,  and  that  her  biiors  and  judges 
are  all  sworn  to  regard  this  law,  he  would^adc 
whether  the  United  States  courts  oonld  not 
have  jurisdiction  in  this  matter.  Tbe  power  of 
the  Judiciary  would  be  entirely  nsgatery  if  it 
could  be  evaded  by  throwing  Uie  case  into  the 
form  of  a  criminal  proceeding.  He  referred  the 
Senate  to  tbe  cases  of  the  United  Statea  w. 
tfoore,  8d  Crandi,  p.  159,  where  it  was  admit- 
ted that  Congress  might  give  the  power ;  and 
to  that  of  Martin  tt.  Huntw's  lessee.  1  WheidniL 
p.  860-1,  where  it  was  aAwuiUtia  that  criminu 
are  the  strongest  cases. 

Tbe  fourth  section  the  bUl  was  merely 
matter  of  form.  There  waa  no  eonstituticmw 
principle  involved  In  it  It  only  authorized  tiw 
courts  of  the  United  States  to  supply  the  want 
of  a  copy  of  the  record.  It  was  intended  to 
obviate  the  difficulty  which  waa  likely  to  arise 
from  the  novel  provision  o(mt^ned  in  tiie  8th 
section  of  the  replevin  law  of  South  Carolina, 
which  makes  it  penal  in  tbe  derk  to  furnish 
such  record.  This  provision  did  not  meddle 
with  the  penalty  of  the  clerk  of  tbe  State  ooart, 
but  contented  Itadf  with  providing  meana  to 
supply  tbe  defioiencty. 

Tlie  fifth  section  authoricea  the  employment  of 
militaiy  force  under  extraordinary  drcumstaa- 
cea  too  powerfol  to  be  overcome  without  such 
agency,  and  to  be  preceded  by  tfaeprodamation 
of  the  President  What  he  bad  already  said  had 
reference  also  to  this  section  of  the  bill.  He  would 
now  merdy  refer  the  Senate  to  some  precedents. 

The  first  precedent  which  he  would  notice 
was  to  be  found  in  the  act  of  May  2d,  17£3,  voL 
2,  p.  284,  repealed  by  the  act  of  Februac;  28, 
1796,  renewing  the  power  to  call  forth  the 
militia,  which  aet  was  still  in  foroe.  This  law 
grew  ont  of  the  Western  bisurrection  in  Penn- 
sylvania, like  the  present  bill,  although  It 
was  merely  intended  to  meet  tliat  exigency,  it 
waa  so  framed  as  to  continue  in  force.  So  the 
Inll  undw  ocaulderatitni  alt&ough  it  had  q»edal 
refereaoe  to  South  Carolina,  pmnted  not  to  ha 
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■lone.  If  the  oppoation  to  the  lavs  ahoold 
extend  itself,  and  tiie  spirit  <tf  disobedienoe 
ahonld  exhibit  itself,  whether  in  the  Bonth  or 
the  North,  the  general  principles  of  the  bill 
would  be  eqaally  wpliMble.  It  was  an  amend- 
ment of  our  code  of  lavs  to  which  the  attention 
of  Oongresa  had  now  been  called,  and  which 
was  rendered  immedlatelj  necessary  hj  the 
pectiliaritj  of  our  present  situation. 

The  second  precedent  to  which  he  wonld 
invite  the  attention  of  the  Senate  was  the  act 
of  the  8d  of  March,  1807,  vol.  4,  p.  116,  "to 
■oppress  insarreotiona  and  obstructions  to  the 
bws,"  and  **  to  oatue  the  laws  to  be  dnlj  exe- 
cuted." That  aet  antluuiMd  the  Freddent  to 
call  ont  the  land  and  naval  forces  to  sappress 
insnrrectioofl,  These  were  the  objeota  for 
which  then,  as  in  the  present  bill,  this  extraor- 
dinu-j  power  had  been  conferred. 

Another  precedent  wonld  be  found  in  the  act 
of  Janoary  9,  1809,  sec.  11,  vol.  4,  p.  194,  to 
enforce  the  embargo,  and  which  gives  the  power 
to  employ  the  land  and  naval  forces,  in  general 
terms,  to  assist  the  cnstom-house  officers.  There 
was  at  that  moment  a  great  excitement,  althoagh 
nothing  like  the  solemn  position  in  which  Bonth 
Oan^ioa  has  now  placed  herselt  Tet  it  was 
deemed  expedient  to  oonfer  on  the  Pre^dent 
tiiis  power. 

He  wonld  now  refer  to  tbe  last  precedent 
with  which  he  shoold  tronMe  the  Senate.  It  so 
h^pened  in  the  hiatorj  of  Pennsylvania,  that 
that  State  took  from  Virginia  a  strip  of  land 
bordering  on  the  All^huj  and  Ohio  Rivers. 
On  this  ^p  of  land,  where  Virginia  had  been 
aocnstomed  to  exercise  jurisdiction,  for  which 
hhe  had  opened  the  tities,  and  where  she  had 
held  her  coarts,  there  arose  an  insnrreotion. 
This  had  been  called  the  Western  Insurrection, 
but  it  was  a  sin^ar  fact  that  it  was  confined  to 
tilts  narrow  strip  of  land  which  Pennsylvania 
took  from  Virginia.  The  President  was  then 
authtnized  to  (»U  ont  the  militia  of  tiie  State, 
beoanie  liiey  were  not  committed  ag^nst  the 
United  States,  bat  were  willing  to  obey  the  ooil. 
The  man  to  whose  name  history  has  no  parallel 
pat  himself  at  the  head  of  these  troops  to  quell 
the  insnrrection.  All  power  was  placed  in  bis 
hands  by  the  act  of  November  24,  1794,  vol.  2, 
p.  461,  and  the  President  was  authorized  to 
place  in  West  Pennsylvania  a  corps  of  2,600 
men,  either  draughted  or  enlisted. 

The  sixth  section  of  the  bill  had  reference  to 
the  replevin  law  of  South  Oarollna,  and  was 
Justified  and  rendered  neoessur  by  tiie  12th 
section  of  that  act,  which  prohibited  any  person 
from  hiring  or  permittinff  to  be  nsed  any  build- 
ing, to  serve  as  a  Ml  uie  eonflnement  of  any 
penon  committed  for  a  violation  of  the  revenue 
laws,  under  penalty  of  being  a^udged  guilty  of 
a  misdemeanor,  and  fined  1,000  dollars,  and  im- 
prisoned for  one  year.  The  State  law,  therefore, 
closes  all  tbe  Jails  and  buildings  of  South  Caro- 
lina against  prisoners  held  by  process  from  the 
UDited  States  for  a  refusal  to  yield  obedience 
to  their  laws.  It  was  neoessary,  therefore,  that 
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something  should  be  done.  The  ease  nugfat  not 
be  Ailly  met  by  the  resolntioD  ot  8d  Man^  1791, 
vol.  S,  p.  286 ;  and  this  section  merely  Inoor- 
poratee  tiiat  provluon,  without  the  intrtvinctiw 
of  any  novel  principle. 

The  seventh  and  remaining  section  of  tbe  bill 
extends  the  writ  of  habecu  eonmi  to  a  case  not 
covered  by  existing  laws.  These  laws  do  not 
extend  to  any  other  than  cases  of  oonfinement 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  and 
when  committed  for  trial  before  the  United 
States  courts,  or  are  neoessary  to-  testify.  He 
referred  the  Senate>|x>  vol.  3,  p.  68,  to  the  14th 
section  the  judiciary  act  The  present  seo- 
tioa  merely  extended  tiie  privile^^  of  that  act, 
which  was  so  easra^  to  the  prote(M:ion  of  the 
Uberties  of  our  dtizens.  It  odmided  the  act  to 
cases  of  imprisonment  for  executing  the  laws 
of  the  United  States.  There  would  be  nothing 
objectionable  in  thU  sectiw ;  it  came  in  conflict 
with  no  code  of  law.  If  a  citizen  were  confined 
under  the  provisions  of  the  ordinance  of  the  24tii 
November,  1882,  he  could  have  no  remedy 
under  the  laws  as  tiiey  now  exist.  As  all  such 
cases  arose  under  the  laws  of  tbe  State  of  Soath 
Oarollna,  this  section  only  extended  the  privi- 
leges of  the  writ  of  habeas  corptu  to  meet  those 
purtioular  cases  which  had  originated  in  the 
present  state  of  tilings. 

bad  now  done,  having  folly  attempted  to 
expltin  the  reasons  which  had  induced  him  to 
give  his  Baoction  to  tbe  bill.  He  should  only 
say,  in  edition,  that  if  it  were  the  pleasure  <rf 
Congress  to  enact  tills  bill  into  a  law,  he  should 
most  ferventiy  pray  that  no  ocoadon  might  ever 
oconr  to  require  a  resort  to  its  provisions.  It 
was  his  desire  that  the  present  bill,  when  it 
should  become  a  law,  might  be  rendered  on* 
necessary  by  a  return  of  the  state  of  happy 
tranquillity  whiolf  would  renew  the  cement  of 
our  Union,  and  might  lie  for  ages  to  omdo, 
without  the  necesuty  of  referenoe  to  its  provis- 
ions, slumberiog  in  the  libraries  of  the  lawyer 
and  among  the  archives  (^l^ialatim. 


TnuBSDXT,  Janau7  81. 

JSetemu  CoUeeHon  BOl—Fwm  ^  ih»  jRhZstoI 
JuAidary. 

The  Senate  . resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  further  to  provide  for  the  collection  of  the 
duties  on  imports. 

Ur.  Bibb  felt  very  sensibly,  he  said,  the 
weif^t  which  dev<dved  upon  him  in  suatainUig 
his  views  of  this  snl^eot  agtfnst  m  authority 
BO  highly  respectable,  and  so  deeply  seated  in 
the  arootitmsof  the  pieople,  as  the  anthor<tf  the 
proclamation,  to  the  doctrines  of  which  it  had 
become  his  duty  to  advert.  But  whilst  he  stood 
on  the  principles  of  the  constitution ;  whilst  he 
had  on  nisndethe  (pinions  of  patriots,  of  lovers 
of  liberty ;  opinions  which  were  delivered  by 
some  of  the  most  eminent  of  the  men  who 
framed  the  oonstitution,  which  opinions  were 
prcwLuIgated  throughout  the  United  States  for 
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the  purpose  of  indnciDg  the  adoption  of  the  con- 
Btitution,  he  felt  himwlf  clad  in  armor  impene- 
trable to  adverse  argament,  the  high  authority 
of  the  proclamation  notwithstanding. 

What  clanse  in  the  constitntion  delegates  to 
the  Federal  Government  Uie  66l6  power  of 
decidiog  the  extent  of  the  grant  of  powers  to 
itsdf^  as  wdl  SB  the  extent  of  the  powers 
reaerred  to  the  Statesl 

It  U  said  that  this  power  is  vested  hy  the 
oonstitatiun  in  the  Snprame  Oonrt  of  the  United 
States.  The  provisiona  are, 

**The  judical  power  shall  extend  to  all  cases  in 
law  and  equi^,  arising  auder  the  constitatioD,  the 
laws  of  the  United  nates,  and  treaties  made,  or 
whieh  shall  be  made,  onder  their  authority." 

This  constitadon,  and  the  laws  of  the  ITiiited 
States  which  AtH  be  made  in  panoanee  thereof^  and 
aD  treaUes  nude,  or  wMch  shin  be  made,  under  tba 
antfaorit  J  of  the  United  States,  sbaU  be  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land  ;  and  the  judges  in  every  State 
shall  be  bound  thereby,  any  tbtog  in  the  ooDfltitu- 
ti<Hi  or  laws  of  any  State  to  the  contrary  ntrtwitli- 
standing." 

These  are  the  two  provisions  of  the  constitn- 
tion which  are  referred  to  as  delegating  the 
power  to  the  Supreme  Gonrt,  to  be  the  sole 
jodge  of  the  extent  of  the  powers  granted  and 
of  Uie  powers  reserved,  and  as  denying  to 
the  States  the  sovereign  power  of  protecting 
themselves  against  the  nsorpation  of  their  re- 
served powers,  authorities,  and  privil^j^.  If 
the  delegation  to  the  Snpreme  Conrt,  and  pro- 
hibition to  the  States,  are  not  cont^ed  in  these 
two  dansest  then  they  are  not  to  ^»  fonnd  in 
the  federal  oonstitntion. 

t  The  latter  claose  cannot  toooh  the  question  in 
jdeb^w,  tor  that  only  deolarea  the  snpremaoy  of 
;the  oonstitntion,  and  the  treaties  "and  laws 
,  made  in  pursuance  thereof."   Powers  exercised 
'  contrary  to  the  oonstitntion,  acts  done  contrary 
/  to  the  constitution,  by  the  exercise  of  anthorities 
not  nnder  but  in  violation  of  the  constitution, 
and  hy  nsorpation  of  State  rights,  State  authori- 
ties, and  State  privileges,  are  the  subjects  nnder 
OonsideratioD. 

Let  ns  examine  the  former  clause:  *'The 
jndieial  power  shall  extend  to  all  cases,  in  law 
'  and  equity,  arisit^  nnder  this  constitntion." 
■  The  case  nnist  be  m  "  judici^  power it  must 
be  a  case.  **  In  law  or  equity,"  arising  under  the 
OMutitDtion.  The  expresnon  is  not  "to  all 
cases  arising  nnder  the  constitntion,  treaties, 
and  laws  of  the  United  States; "  but  it  is  "to 
all  cases  in  law  and  equity." 

"  Use  is  the  law  and  rule  ot  speech."  By 
this  law  and  this  rule  we  most  examine  the 
language  of  the  constitntion. 

A  jndieial  power  is  one  subject ;  a  political 
power  is  another  and  a  different  snbject.  A 
case  in  law,  or  a  case  in  equity,  is  one  subject ; 
apolitical  case  is  another  and  a  different  subject. 

Jndieial  oases  in  law  and  equity,  arising  under 
the  regular  exerc&w  of  oonstitntional  powers, 
1^  laws  and  treaties  made  by  authority,  are 
ffil&rait  flrom  poUtioal  qoeattona  of  usnrpation, 
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sunnonnting  the  constitution,  and  involving  the  i 
high  prerogatives,  authorities,  and  privuM^ea  i 
of  the  sovereign  parties  who  made  the  ocmstitur 
tion. 

In  judicial  cases  arising  under  a  treaty,  the  , 
conrt  may  construe  the  tnaty,  and  administer 
the  rights  Mising  nnder  it  to  the  parties,  who  i 
submit  themselves  to  thejnrlsdiotionc^the  court ' 
in  that  case.  But  the  court  must  confine  itself 
within  tiie  pale  of  judicial  authority.  It  can- 
not ri^tAdly  exercise  the  political  power  of 
the  Government  in  declaring  the  treaty  null, 
because  the  one  or  the  other  party  to  the  treaty  ' 
has  broken  this  or  that  article ;  and,  therefore, 
that  the  whole  treaty  is  abrogated.  To  judge 
of  the  breach  of  the  articles  of  the  treaty  by  the 
sovereign  contracting  parties,  and  in  case  of 
breach  to  dissolve  that  treaty,  and  to  declare 
it  no  longer  obligatory,  is  a  political  power 
belcuiging  not  to  the  Judiciary.  It  belongs  to 
other  departments  of  the  Government,  who  will 
judge  of  the  extent  of  the  Iqinry  resulting  from 
uie  violation,  and  whether  the  reparation  shall 
be  sought  by  amicable  negotiation,  or  whether 
the  treaty  shall  be  declared  no  longer  obligatory 
on  the  Government  and  the  people  of  the 
injured  party.  Yet,  by  the  law  of  nations,  the 
wilful  and  deliberate  breach  of  one  article  of  a 
treaty  is  a  breach  of  all  the  articles,  each  being 
the  consideration  of  the  others ;  and  the  ii\)ured 
party  has  the  right  so  to  treat  it.  - 

By  the  act  approved  on  the  7th  of  July,  1798, 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  declared 
themselves  of  right  freed  and  exonerated  from 
tho  stipulations  m  the  treaties  and  of  the  consu- 
lar conventicm  theretofwe  concladed  between 
the  United  States  and  France,  and  that  they 
should  not  thenceforth  be  r^i;arded  as  legally 
obligatory  on  the  GoTemment  or  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  because  of  the  repeated  violations 
on  the  part  of  the  French  Govemmrait,  &c. 

Before  this  declaration,  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States  was  bbund,  in  cases  of 
judicial  cognizance  coming  before  them,  to  take 
the  treaties  as  obligatory,  and  to  administer  the 
rights  growing  out  of  the  treaties  between 
France  and  the  United  States.  After  that 
dedaratioD,  the  court  was  bound  to  consider  the 
treaties  as  abn^ated.  The  courts  had  no 
power,  befmre  (he  act  of  July,  17B8,  to  inquire 
mto  violations,  and  therefore  to  declare  the 
treaties  not  obllMtory.  After  that  act,  th^ 
had  no  power  to  demand  evidence  of  tho  view- 
tions  recited,  and  revise  the  political  decisi<ai  of 
the  Government. 

To  declare  these  treaties  no  longer  obligatoiy 
was  a  political  power,  not  a  Judicial  power. 
Yet  the  violations  of  these  treaties,  committed 
under  the  authority  of  the  French  Government, 
and  the  consequent  injuries  to  the  citizens  and 
Government  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
rights  of  the  United  States  consequent  there- 
from, before  the  act  of  July,  1798,  wore  "  cases 
arinng  under  tho  constitntion  "  and  titties  of 
the  United  States,  But  the  Judicial  power  did 
not  extend  to  those  oases  of  violation,  so  as  to 
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dedaro  the  treaties  no  longer  obligatory.  The 
qnesUon  whether  those  violaticna  ihonld  or 
dioald  not  ^n^te  the  treaties,  dU  not  make 
a  ease  in  law  or  equity  for  the  dei^oa  of  a 
Jndioial  tribnniJ.  Yet  they  were  cases  arising 
under  the  constitatioa.  The  power  to  decide 
them  belonged  to  the  Grovemmeat  of  the  United 
States  as  a  political  sovereign ;  bot  the  Ja(Ucial 

Kwer  did  not  extend  to  them ;  those  cases 
longed  to  the  poUtical  powers,  not  to  the 
jndicial  powers  of  the  GoTernment.  ^ 

The  British  courts  of  admiralty  execnted  upon 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States  the  British 
orders  in  oonnoiL  disolaiming^  the  power  to 
dedde  whether  those  orders  in  cooncU  were 
ooDfurmable  to  the  graeral  law  of  nations, 
vhidi  every  nation  u  bound  to  respect  and 
observe.  In  like  mumer,  the  French  courts  of 
admiralty  execnted  upon  the  commerce  of  the 
United  States  the  Berlin  and  Milas  decrees. 

The  British  and  French  courts  had  not  cogid' 
zance  to  judge  the  sovereign  powers  of  the 
n^ons,  and  to  declare  those  orders  and  decrees 
contrary  to  the  law  of  nations ;  that  was  not  a 
judicial  power.  So  the  courts  of  the  United 
States,  even  the  Supreme  Court,  had  not  the 

gower  to  declare  the  treaties  between  the  United 
tates  and  France,  and  Qreat  Britain,  no  longer 
obligatory  upon  the  dtizena  and  OoTemment  of 
the  United  States,  because  of  the  innlti|died 
wrongs  and  ii^  nries  committed  upon  the  citizens 
of  tb»  United  States  under  color  of  tliose  orders 
in  council  and  decrees,  infracting  the  law  of 
nations  and  treaties,  and  hostile  to  the  rights  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States.  Those 
cases,  in  their  effects  upon  the  treaties  and 
amicable  relations  between  the  United  States 
and  those  Governments,  did  not  fall  within  the 
Jadinial  power  of  the  com^  of  the  United  States. 
Those  questions  did  not  fall  within  the  descrip- 
tion of  "  oases  in  law  and  equity,*'  as  used  in  the 
Oon^ntion  of  the  United  States,  in  conferring. 
Testing,  and  defiq^ig  the  powers  of  tha  Jadioial 
department.  Those  political  powers  belong  to 
other  departments  of  Uie  Qovernment.  Accord- 
ing to  the  law  and  rule  of  speedi  established 
by  use,  such  powers  are  classed  nnder  the 
denomination  of  political  powers,  prerogative 
powers,  not  under  the  head  of  jndioial  powers. 

Before  I  proceed  to  illustrate  by  other  exam- 
ples the  distinctions  which  I  have  taken  1m- 
tween  poUtiiuU  powers  and  judicial  powera  be- 
tween political  questions  or  cases  and  ju^cial 
questions  or  cases,  I  will  refer  to  the  declaration 
of  one  whose  opinions  on  constitutional  ques- 
ti(Hu  I  know  wul  oommand  respect ;  a  man  to 
whose  opinions  I  willingly  yield  my  respect, 
without,  howerer,  sobmitting  with  that  implicit 
futh  which  belongs  to  fools.  On  the  reaoln- 
tions  of  Mr.  Livingston,  touchiiu;  the  condnct 
of  President  Adams,  in  causing  Thomas  Nash, 
alitu  Jonathan  Bobbins,  to  be  arrested  ud 
delivered  over  to  a  British  naval  officer,  with- 
out any  accusation,  or  trial,  or  investigation  in  a 
court  of  justice,  Mr.  Mandiall,  then  a  r^resent- 
ativB  of  Virg^Ilil^  now  chief  Jostice  of  tin 
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United  States,  in  d<^idias  the  ooodnot  of  the 
Frarident,  thus  delivered  his  opinion  in  that 
debate. — (Appendix  6,  Wheaton,  p.  17.) 

'*  By  extending  the  judicial  power  to  all  eaaea 
in  law  and  equity,  the  consbtntion  bad  never 
been  understood  to  confer  on  that  department 
any  political  power  wliatever.  To  oome  witiiin 
this  description,  a  (jueation  must  assume  a  l^al 
form  fw  forensic  Itti^tion  and  judicial  decisicm. 
There  must  be  parties  to  come  into  court,  who 
can  be  reached  by  its  process,  and  bound  by  its 
power ;  whose  rights  admit  of  ultimate  deoisioa 
by  a  tribunal  to  which  they  are  bound  to  sab- 
mit.  A  ease  in  law  or  eqnity  may  arise  under 
a  treaty,  where  rights  of  Indindnau  acquired  or 
secnred  hj  a  treaty,  are  to  be  asserted  or  de- 
fmdod  in  courts."  *  "  Bat  tiie  jndicial  power 
cannot  extend  to  political  oompaots."  This 
distinction  between  a  political  power  and  a 
jndioial  power  is  recognized  and  acted  upon  by 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  StsAes,  in 
the  case  of  Williams  u.  Armroyd,  7  Granoh, 
428,  488. 

Again  in  the  case  of  Marbnry  w.  Madison, 
(1  Cranch,187;  1st  Peters' Oondensed  Reports, 
279,)  this  distinction  between  the  political  pow- 
ers of  Government  and  the  judicial  power  is  most 
explicitly  avowed  and  recognlzea  by  the  Su- 
preme Oourt.  The  snpremao^  <rf  that  oourt  is  a 
judicial  supremacy  only.  It  la  sn^me  in 
reference  to  the  otiinr  courts,  in  questions  of  a 
jndidd  character,  brought  wiihin  the  sphere 
of  judidal  cognizance  by  controversies  which 
shell  have  assumed  a  1^^  form  for  forenno 
litigation  and  judicial  decision.  There  must  he 
parties  amenable  to  its  process,  hound  by  its 

Eower,  whose  rights  admit  of  ultimate  decision 
y  a  tribunal  to  which  they  are  bound  to  sub- 
mit. *' Questions  in  their  nature  political,  or 
which  are  by  the  constitution  and  laws  sub- 
mitted to  tiie  Incentive,  can  never  be  made  in 
this  court" 

The  dec^on  of  the  Exeoutlve,  upon  pditl- 
oal  questions  submitted  to  its  discretion,  is  aa 
supreme  as  the  dedrion  of  the  court  witiiin  ita 
jurisdiction.  Keither  department  ought  to 
invade  the  jurisdiction  of  the  other ;  so  said  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  in  Marbuiy 
M.  Madison.  A  judicial  dedsion  binds  the  par- 
ties litigant  in  that  particular  case,  not  others 
wfao  are  neither  parties  nor  privies,  whose  righta 
and  privileges  ate  separate  uid  distinct  Not 
even  the  court  itself  is  bound  to  give  the  like 
decision  between  other  parties,  where  a  similar 
question  may  be  involved.  Prudence  will  dic- 
tate that  a  former  dedaon  be  not  lightiy 
disregarded,  but  adhered  to  in  a  subsequent 
case,  unless  the  Judges  lee  an  error  in  thefininer 
decidoiL  But  noneRty  requtrea  that  an  erro- 
neous opinion  be  not  carried  into  doctrine,  and 
error  perpetuated,  merely  because  of  the  first 
error.  Errors  should  be  corrected,  not  per- 
petuated.  To  err  is  the  lot  of  man ;  to  correct 
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•a  error,  is  ^oble  and  praiseworthy.  Ko 
decisi<Mi  Innds  in  law,  or  in  morality,  beyond 
the  rights  of  the  pMlies  litinnt,  and  uwse 
dabniof  under  thcnn  as  ynrim ;  and  OTen 
thm,  not  ontjl  1h»  time  for  a  new  hearing  or 
ze-trial  has  expired.  Bat  as  to  all  other  per^ 
sons,  it  binds  not.  It  is  contrary  to  the  first 
{wineiples  of  jnatioe,  that  the  rights,  interests, 
and  privileges,  of  any  person  shonld  be  decided, 
D^atived,  and  abrogated,  before  he  is  heard  to 
Blue  good  his  title  and  bis  olaim,  his  rights  and 
his  jostifioation.  God  in  his  infinite  wisdom  did 
not  condemn  Adam  nnheard.  And  this  exam- 
ple of  divine  wisdom  and  jostiee  is  fit  to  be 
Imitated  by  hnman  tribonals. 

When  iMrties  present  tbonsdTes  before  the 
Sapreme  Conrt  of  the  United  States  to  litigate 
tiM  judidal  question  hiT(dved  in  that  eontro- 
Tenty,  the  decision  of  the  conrt  binds  the  rights 
:  and  interests  therein  represented  and  litigated ; 
I  it  binds  no  others. 

Vm  pnbliD  rights,  privileges,  antfaorities,  and 
'prerocatiTes  of  the  States,  are  not  the  property 
'  (tf  individaals,  and  cannot  be  represented  and 
Inonght  np  for  decinon  by  individnals. 

In  a  case  between  two  citizens,  parties  to  an 
ejectment,  duming  lands,  the  one  party  under 
a  grant  from  the  State  of  New  York,  the  other 
under  a  grant  from  the  State  of  Oonnecticot, 
in  the  gore  which  was  claimed  by  both  States, 
liM  oowt  was  cnapetent  to  decide  tha  private 
rights  and  Interests  <tf  the  parties.  Bnt  that 
deridim  oonld  have  no  contrdling  influence 
over  the  Une  oi  jorisdiction  between  the  two 
States ;  becanse  those  States  were  not  parties. 
So  siud  the  Supreme  Conrt  of  the  nnited  States 
in  the  cases  of  FowW  e*.  Uiller,  and  Fowler 
M.  lindssy,  (8  Dallas,  p.  411.)  And  one  of  the 
jndgee,  in  delivering  his  opinion,  with  whom 
all  concurred,  asked  emphatically,  "  On  what 
principle  can  private  citizrais,  in  the  litigation 
of  their  private  clums,  be  competent  to  fix 
the  important  fights  of  soverngnty  I " 
The  tssUlh, amendment  to  the  oonatitntiMi 
'  takes  away  tiie  jorisdicticHi  which 'had  been 
given  to  the  Sopreme  Oonrt  to  hold  Jurisdiction 
of  a  suit  agidnat  one  oi  the  Uiuted  States  by  a 
riUxen  of  another  Stf^  or  hf  oitixens  or  sub- 
jects of  sny  foreign  States;  but  leaves  the 
jurisdiction  eoufdrods  over  controversies  be- 
tween two  or  more  States.  If  two  States, 
therefore,  have  a  oontroversy,  which,  in  its 
•diaracter,  makes  a  case  in  law  or  equity 
proper  for  Judicial  ct^oizance,  it  may  be 
broi^t  before  the  Supreme  Gourt.  Oontro- 
Tersies  between  two  or  more  States,  about  terri- 
tory or  limits,  may  be  liUgated  before  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  Bat  then 
«adi  State  moat  have  an  opportonlty,  aa  a 
par(7,  to  proseoute  or  defend  her  right  hefinre 
the  ded^cm  can  Mod  her.  Those  are  questions 
of  auvm  et  tuvrn  ;  rights  of  proper^  which  one 
State  claims  to  the  exclusion  of  the  other ;  not 
poUtical  rif^ts  belonging  to  all  the  States  re- 
ipeetively,  where  the  li^ts  and  powers  of  one 
»ate  do  not  exolnde  Mt  ertabhah  the  rights 


of  each  and  every  other.  Snch  riehts  claimed 
for  all,  as  belonging  equally  to  each  and  every 
of  the  States  respectively,  cannot  make  a  con- 
troversy in  law  or  equity  between  two  States. 

FoKtical  powers  not  delated  to  the  Federal 
Government,  political  powers  reserved  to  the 
States,  eonstitnte  the  sahjocts  of  the  proposi- 
tions which  are  afSrmed  on  the  one  nde,  and 
denied  on  the  other.  The  propositions  affirmed 
are,  that  the  powers  of  the  Federal  Government 
result  from  the  compact  to  which  the  States  are 
parties ;  that  these  powers  are  limited  by  the 
plain  sense  and  intention  of  the  inntrument  con- 
stituting that  compact,  and  no  further  valid 
than  they  are  authorized  by  the  grants  enumer- 
ated in  that  compact ;  "  than  that,  in  case  of  a 
deliberate,  paJpiihle,  and  dangerous  exerdse  ot 
other  powers,  not  granted  1^  the  said  oompaot, 
the  States,  who  are  parties  thereto^  have  the 
right,  and  are  in  duty  bound,  to  interpose  for 
arresting  the  progress  of  the  evil,  and  for  main- 
taining, witiiin  their  respective  limit«^  the  ao- 
th(»ities,  rights,  and  liberties,  appotaining  to 
them." 

If  the  Oongress  of  the  United  States  usurp 
and  exercise  a  power  not  delegated,  but  re- 
served, it  is  evident  that  the  controversy  about 
this  exercise  of  power  must  be  between  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  and  the  States. 
How  is  this  controversy  to  get  into  the  oourts. 
and  finally  to  the  Supreme  Oourt,  so  as  to  Mnd 
the  State  as  one  party,  and  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  as  the  other  party  I  For  on 
no  princople  can  private  citizens.  In  the  lit^ation 
of  their  private  claims,  be  competent  to  fix  the 
important  rights  of  sovereignty.   A  decision  in  '  v 
a  case  to  which  a  State  is  not  a  party  cannot 
bind  the  State ;}  it  is  fiei  inter  altot  acta.   So  . 
said  this  court,  to  whom  these  litigated  ques- '  " 
tions  of  the  limits  of  sovereign  power  are  sup- 
posed to  be  referred,  by  those  who  deny  the  t 
right  of  the  States  to  interpose. — Fowler  M, 
UUler  and  Liadsey,  8  Dall.  418. 

Mr.  CaDender  was  tried,  convicted,  and  sen- 
tenced to  fine  and  imprisonment  in  the  SAata  of 
Virgbia  by  the  federal  court,  under  the  sedition 
law.  Now,  it  is, clear  that  iCr.  Callender  was 
not  in  his  individual  peraoir  the  representative 
of  the  State  of  Yirgioia,  so  as  to  bind  that  State 
by  the  decision,  and  fix  her  sovereign  rights. 
Mr.  Lyon  was  tried  and  sentenced  in  Vermont 
under  the  sedition  law  by  the  federal  court ;  yet 
that  decision  did  not  bind  the  State  of  Vermont 
Mr.  Cooper  was  sentenced  for  sedition  by  the 
federal  court  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  yet 
that  did  not  bind  that  State;  neither  did  all 
tbese  decisions  bind  the  States,  nor  settle  the 
point  that  the  sedition  act  was  valid  and  oonstitu- 
tional ;  nor  would  the  deoiritm  of  the  Snineme 
Conrt  have  had  that  effect  if  such  cases  could 
by  law  have  been  carried  to  the  Suprane  Court. 

To  bind  a  State,  and  command  obedience  to 
the  decision  of  tiie  Supreme  Court,  in  a  question 
relating  to  a  dangerous  usurpation  of  powers 
not  deM|;atedf  bnt  retained  by  the  States,  it  is 
neoeMiiy  Oat  a  case  ahoold  be  Immght  before 
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Itbat  coart  between  the  United  States  and  a 
State,  as  parties  litigant ;  because,  aceordiiig  to 
the  first  principles  of  jariBpradmoe,  none  out 
the  rights  of  parties  are  bonnd  hj  the  decision. 

Where  ia  the  grant  of  power  to  the  Jadidal 
department  to  nold  a  plea  of  oontroveny 
between  the  United  States  and  a  State,  as 
parties  in  a  controversj  tonohing  the  political 
powm  allied  to  be  reserved  to  the  States, 
respeotirelj,  and  not  delegated  to  the  Federal 
Government !  Is  there  anj  thing  in  the  oonsti- 
tation  which  ^ves  color  to  the  idea  that  a  snit 
can  be  mainbuned  in  the  Supreme  Gonrt,  or  in 
anj  of  the  Infuior  conrts,  between  the  United 
States  as  ^aintifib  and  a  State  as  defendant,  or 
between  a  State  as  pbintiff  against  the  United 
Stabaa  aa  defendant,  to  a^tle  "a  oontroverted 
qneRtkm  (tf  delMatioa  and  reserrstion  of  politi- 
eal  poweni  Woold  snoh  a  suit  be  a  ease  in 
law  or  equity  according  to  any  usage  of  speech  > 
Let  ns  tr J  to  frame  the  compl^t  on  uie  one 
ride,  and  the  defence  on  the  other,  and  come  to 
the  Jadgment,  noon  the  alien  and  sedition  laws. 
What  sentence  is  to  be  passed  npoD  the  State  f 
I  BOppoee  that  her  reeolationa  were  seditions 
and  nnoonstitntional ;  that  she  should  forever 
thereafter  acknowledge  that  the  alien  and  sedi- 
tion laws  were  oonatitntional;  that  she  repeal 
her  iUae  and  seditions  reeolotiona.  lUdioa- 
lonel 

Let  the  Attorney-General  of  the  United 
Statea  try  to  frame  a  bill  in  eqoitytor  anindieU 
ment  for  the  Uidted  States  against  a  State  or 
States ;  or  the  Attomey-Ckoeral  of  a  State  to 
frame  a  declaration  at  Uw,  or  bill  in  equity,  or 
indictment,  for  a  State  against  the  United 
States,  to  try  the  controverted  questions  of 
political  powers  delegated  and  retained  by  the 
States ;  draw  out  the  plaint,  and  it  wilt  ^pear 
at  first  blush  to  be  an  auo^ely,  not  known  in 
the  vocabulary  of  "oases  of  law  and  equity," 
not  to  be  classed  under  the  judi<ual  power  over 
oases  in  law  and  e^ity,  acoording  to  ai^  law 
or  rule  of  speech.  ?ni«re  ia  no  gnmt  of  power 
to  the  Supreme  Oourt  to  hxSA  Joriadleuni  of 
aoyanoh  plaintor  bilL  Saehapil^iitia  law  or 
in  equity  would  be  a  novelty  in  the  history  ^ 
Judicial  powers.  The  portentous  oonaeqnenoes 
of  such  a  Jurisdiction  in  the  court  would  strike 
with  terror  astd  amazement  as  soon  as  such  a 
process  should  be  instituted. 

The  alien  act  of  June,  1798,  was  enacted 
when  the  United  States  were  at  peace  with  all 
the  world.  By  this  it  was  declared  tliat  it  ^all 
be  lawAil  for  ^e  President  of  the  United  States 

to  order  all  such  aliens  as  he  £hall  Judge  dan- 
gerona  to  the  peace  and  laftty  ctf  thelTiiited 
States,  or  shall  nave  reascmBble  groonda  to  aua- 
peet  are  oonooned  in  any  treamKiaUe  or  secret 
madiinationa  against  the  Qovemnwnt  thereof; 
to  depart  out  of  the  territotr  of  the  United 
States  within  such  time  as  shall  be  ex|H«ased  in 
such  order."  Any  alien,  so  ord»ed  to  depart, 
found  at  large  within  the  Uodted  States,  after 
the  time  limited  in  such  or^,  and  not  having 
obtained  a  liouue  from  the  FMttdeat  to  remain, 
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was  subject  to  be  imprisoned,, on  oouvietioa 
of  sBcii  disobedience,  and  never  a^nltted  to 
become  a  titizen  of  the  United  States.  To 
obtain  a  lioense,  such  alien  was  to  prove  his 
iuDOcenoe,  and  to  give  bond  and  seonritiy  for 
his  good .  behavior,  and  for  not  violating  his 
licrase ;  which  the  President,  however,  might 
revoke  at  liis  plesaure.  All  aliens  ordered  to. 
depart,  who  did  not  obttun  license  to  remain, 
were  liable  to  be  arrested  and  sent  out  of  the 
United  States,  at  the  discretion  of  the  President. 

TUa  act  was  not  levelled  against  the  utiama 
of  any  power,  State,  or  potentate,  at  war  with 
the  United  States,  for  there  was  tiien  no  deda- 
ration  of  war  by  the  United  States  agrinst  any 
foreign  power.  There  was  another  act  passed 
in  July,  1798,  *'  respecting  alien  enemies,'*  pro- 
viding for  a  case  ai  war,  and  operating  only 
upon  oitizeoa  or  subjeoto  of  the  hostile  natkm 
or  OoVermnent  This  act  of  Jane,  179S,  was 
levelled  at  alien  friends ;  ag^nst  those  who  bad 
been  invited  by  the  policy  of  the  States,  and 
the  genius  and  spirit  of  our  free  institutions,  to 
fly  from  the  cmiressions  and  oonvulrions  of  the 
cAd  world,  and  seek  an  asyltuo  in  the  States ; 
agunst  oppressed  humanity,  seeking  a  home  on 
our  peaoeful  shores.  All  this  numerous  class  of 
aUens,  not  then  having  completed  their  naturali- 
latioiL  were  placed  at  tiie  discretion  of  the 
Prement,  to  be  removed  upon  eonidon,  witli- 
oat  the  form  of  n  trial,  ezo^t  in  uie  mind  and 
Jadgment  of  the  Prerident  The  seditini  law 
operated  upon  cituens  as  wdl  as  aliens. 

These  two  acta,  when  made  to  bear  against 
particular  individuals,  nught  have  been  the  eab- 
Jeota  of  Jadioial  investigation  in  each  particular 
case ;  but  the  dedsitm  in  such  case  would  have 
affected  only  the  personal  rigbte  of  the  indi- 
viduals, parties  to  the  jndidal  proceeding,  bnt 
oould  not  fix  and  bind  the  important  i^hte  of 
tiie  State  sovereignty  involved  in  those  two 
acta  of  Congress.  Those  acts,  althoo^  thex 
had  never  been  brought  to  bear  npon  a  single 
person,  did  invade  um  ptdltical  righta  and 
powers  of  tlie  States,  horned  that  aecarity  for 
liberty  of  speedi,  of  the  press,  of  the  person, 
which  the  States  respectively  had  a  ri^nt,  and 
were  in  duty  bonnd,  to  munt^u  withm  their 
respective  jurisdiotious ;  and  counteraoted  the 
pobcy  and  intereste  of  the  States,  by  driving 
from  their  shores  alien  friendc^  whom  tiieir  laws 
had  encouraged  and  invited  (o  settie  their  vast 
traota  of  wild,  uncultivated  lands ;  the  ^th  oC 
a  sovereign  State  was  pledged ;  that  sovore^ 
was  bonnd  to  take  care  that  ita  plighted  fiuth 
was  not  violated  by  the  usurpation  of  anotiier 
potentate.  The  private  ri^ta  and  personal 
security  of  indliddnals,  and  the  potitioai  rights, 
authorities,  and  powers  of  tiie  State  Govern- 
ments, were  bow  invaded  and  violated  by 
these  two  acts.  An  individual  might  be  in- 
dicted for  sedition,  and  sentenced,  or  be  arrested 
for  reforing  to  depart  acoording  to  the  ordw  of 
the  Pr^oit,  and  the  oourt  mif^t  refose  to 
discharge  Um  upon  habeoB  e»rpu$.  The  private 
xighto  of  tiie  inoiTidaal,  when  violatod  under 
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color  of  the  aUen  or  sedition  law,  misht  be  sab- 
mitted  to  the  judicial  powers.  But  ue  political 
powen,  antfaorMes,  and  Ubertiee  itf  a  States 
Tidated  bj  thoee  laws,  cannot  be  RaliJeeted  to 
tiie  jn^al  power  of  a  federal  ooart,  sopreme 
or  infBrior*,  thej  cannot  be  arrested,  bied, 
condemned,  removed  or  extingoiahed.  Such 
cases  as  do  not  lUl  pnqterly  nnmr  the  den<»ni- 
nation  of  Judiual  powers,  of  cases  of  law  and 
eqoity,  according  to  common  nssge  and  acoepta- 
wxk  antecedent  to  the  constitution,  required  an 
ennmeration  and  express  delegraon  to  the 
judicial  department  to  hold  cognizance  of  snoh 
claasee,  of  whieh  there  are  examplw  in  the 
oonstitntion ;  sach  as  controversies  between 
two  or  more  States,  and  betweoi  a  Btuta  and 
fordgn  States;  &o. 

\  The  distinctions  between  pdittoal  and  jndidal 
; powers;  between  Ja^dd  cases  in  law  and 
I  eqidtj,  and  political  cases ;  between  the  bind- 
I  ing  effect  a  jodiclal  decision  on  the  parties 
■  fioypmt,  and  its  want  of  oUigatitfy  fonw  on 
others,  not  parties  nw  privies,  are  very  neces- 
sarr  to  be  observed. 

The  disregard  of  the  usage  of  speech  ante- 
cedent to  the  constitution,  and  of  tiie  distinc- 
tions Jnst  mentioned,  would  remove  the  land- 
marks of  the  compact.  It  wonld  convert  the 
Sapreme  Court  into  a  pditicsl  council  and 
board  of  control,  to  administer  the  p<ditieal 
(miiUona  of  its  members.  It  wonld  confiBr  on 
the  Supreme  Oourt  powers  too  gigantle  and 
terrific,  too  dangeroos  to  the  peaoe  of  the 
United  States,  to  the  reserved  powers  of  the 
States,  and  to  the  safety  of  the  union. 

It  would  cany  along  with  it  the  power  to  tiie 
Bopreme  Oonrt  to  decide  upon  the  aoquirition 
of  new  territories,  and  upon  the  admission  of 
Btatee  into  the  Union,  formed  out  of  such  pur- 
chased territories ;  the  power  to  decide  how  far 
infractions  of  ti^aties  and  delays  of  reparation 
did  abn^te  those  treaties  between  the  United 
Btatee  and  foreign  nations. 

The  whole  system  of  the  United  States,  for 
ascertaining  and  a^usting  private  land  claims 
in  tiie  newly  acquired  tuntraies  by  eommia- 
noners,  reserving  the  final  dedtton  to  Che  Con- 
gress depends  upon  the  distinction  I  have 
taken. 

Bemove  these  distinctions,  and  the  powers 
of  the  legislative  and  executive  departments 
depend  on  the  judgment  of  the  Supreme  Court* 
and  the  limits  of  its  own  powers  would  d^Mud 
npcm  its  own  wilL 

A  new  mode  of  drawing  to  the  Tederal  Gov- 
ernment the  reserved  powers  of  the  States  is 
lA  in,  which  evades  and  puts  to  naught  the 
safmiard  to  the  minority  of^the  States  provided 
hj  the  compact  against  amendments.  The  door 
is  open  to  usurpation  and  granny,  by  giving 
the  Federal  Goveniment  the  sole  aiM  entire 
control,  independent  tii  any  oontrol  of  the 
States. 

By  the  theory  of  the  oonstitotiwi,  If  the  Oon- 
neas  dedre  to  exerdse  a  new  power  not  htfym 
odegated,  they  must  draw  upon  tiie  States  for 


a  further  surrender  and  delegation  of  another 
portion  of  their  reserved  powers.  To  sanction 
«ndi  new  del^ation  of  power,  three- fourths  of 
the  several  States  most  etmsent,  by  ratifying 
the  amendment  propoaed.  Bot  in  -{vacticei 
under  thia  new  doofenne,  that  whatever  power 
is  sanctioned  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  is  constitutional,  and  the  States 
have  no  power  to  interpose,  a  bare  minority  of 
both  Houses  of  Congress,  with  the  assent  of  the 
Preddent  and  the  Supreme  Court,  or  two-thirda 
of  both  Houses  with  the  assent  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  without  the<aaeent  of  the  Freddent,  may 
alter  uie  constitution  at  pleasure.  If  the  Con- 
gress exercise  any  of  the  powers  reserved  to  the 
States  by  pasdog  an  act,  let  the  Supreme 
Court,  in  a  litigation  between  two  dtizens,  in 
which  this  law  ia  inddmtally  drawn  in  question, 
sanction  it  as  oonstttotitmal,  then,  according 
to  this  unlindted  power,  conferred  on  the 
Supreme  Coort  by  construction,  the  act  wonld 
be  constitutional  law,  sound  oonBtitutimial  doo* 
trine.  Protect  the  authors  of  tiie  law  frtan  a 
public  exanunation  of  their  conduct,  by  the 
terrors  of  an  alien  and  sedition  law,  to  speak  or 
to  write  agdnst  the  authors  of  t^e  law  would 
be  seditious ;  to  ojipose  the  law  by  force  would 
be  treason,  rebeUion  I  So  say  those  who  con- 
tend for  the  nnlimited  power  of  the  Supreme 
Court  to  dedde  *'all  cases  arising  under  the 
constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States  1" 
Deny  the  rights  <^  the  States  to  interpose  to 
arrest  the  naorpation,  and  whm  iathe  ronedy  I 

Happily,  a  Legislature  oannot  be  indicted  cit 
sedition;  a  State  cannot  be  indicted  of  treason, 
and  arraigned  at  the  bar  of  a  court.  Tb« 
general  revolt  of  a  whole  nation  agunst  usurpa- 
tion and  oppresnon  cannot  jortly  be  called 
rebellion.  Tmth  is  comprehended  by  examining 
principles.  A  whole  people  resisting  oppres* 
sion,  and  vindicating  their  own  liberty  and  tJie 
constitution,  oommit  no  crime  in  so  doing. 
Private  men,  who  swear  allegiance  to  the  con- 
stitution, who  swear  "  obedience  ad  legem,'" 
swear  no  obedience  "  extra  wl  emtra  l^emJ* 
The  oatii  catt  detract-nothing  fkxmi  tiie  oonsti- 
tution ;  nothhig  from  the  public  liber^,  which 
the  MHutitntion  was  intended  to  protect  It 
adapts  the  right  to  protect  and  preserve  the 
constitution,  and  imposes  a  duty  to  avenge  the 
violation  of  it. 

By  the  constitution,  the  diversified  particular 
interests  of  the  States  were  intended  to  be 
under  the  regular  action  of  the  Federd  Oovera- 
ment,  secured  and  reserved  from  federd  l^;is- 
lation:  1st,  by  a  jndidous  selection  of  the 
delegated  powers,  the  exercise  of  which  "were 
most  Ukdy  to  promote  the  generd  welfare  of  all 
the  States,  ana  least  Ukdy  to  bear  oppressivdy 
upcm  any  one  of  them ;  ad,  by  regulations  and 
prohibitions  upon  the  exerdse  of  those  powers 
so  specified  ana  ddegated,  so  as  to  render  their 
action  uniform  in  all  the  States,  and  to  guard 
Bgdnst  a  preference  or  favoritism  towards  any 
of  the  States ;  8d.  by  guarding  agunst  amend- 
ments whidi  might  ds&gate  additional  power^ 
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and  divest  the  States  of  fiirther  portions  of 
■OTerelgntj,  unless  aach  amendments  were 
proposed  by  two-thirds  of  the  Honses  of  Con- 
grew,  or  two-tiiirda  of  the  Lef^atares  of  the 
Bereral  States,  and  afterwards  ratified  by  three- 
foartha  of  the  States. 

Bat  by  this  new  doctrine  of  snpremacy  of  the 
federal  ooort,  m  irre^lar  action  of  the  Federal 
Government  is  sabstitated  in  place  of  amend- 
ment IJsnrpation  of  power,  If  sanctioned  by 
the  Supreme  Oourt,  is  made  eqoal  to  an  addi- 
tional grant  by  an  amendment  of  the  emsUtn- 
tlon.  A  minority  of  the  States  combined  in 
interest  may,  if  aanotioDed  by  the  Bt^lremB 
Ooort,  exercise  any  powers  not  delegated, 
not  neeesaary  and  proper  to  execute  the 
powers  especially  delated,  but  new  sub- 
stantive powers  to  _  the  Oovernment,  added 
by  construction,  destructive  of  the  particular 
interests  and  prosperity  of  a  minority  of 
the  States — powers  which  two-thirds  of  both 
Houses,  or  two-thirds  of  the  Legislatures  of  the 
States,  would  not  propose ;  or,  if  proposed, 
would  not  be  ratifiM  by  three-fourths  of  the 
States  as  an  amendment  to  the  coostitutioa. 
The  Supreme  Oourt  of  the  United  States  is 
\  not  soch  Buffident  check  and  safegnard  agidnst 
I  the  encroachments  of  the  central  Government 
I  upon  the  State  Government!  The  number  of 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  is  not  defined  by 
uie  constitntioD.  That  number  is  bat  seven  at 
present  Four  are  a  m^^ority  of  the  court  But 
the  number  may  be  increased  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  Congress  and  a  President,  so  as  to  ^ve  a 
m^ority  of  a  desired  political  cost  These 
judges  hold  their  offices  for  life,  removable  by 
mipeachment  by  the  House  of  Bepresentatives, 
and  conviction  by  the  cononrrence  of  two-thirds 
of  the  Senators.  Their  re^onsibility  is  too 
remote,  and  die  number  too  few  for  a  hiffh 
prerogative  court,  with  power  to  a^ost  tao 
political  powers  of  the  Federal  and  St^  Qor- 
/  emments,  and  try  ^e  Federal  Oovernment 
'  when  bnpeached  of  usurpation  and  encroach- 
ment upon  the  reserved  powers  belcmging  to  the 
States.  If  the  central  Government  be  acnused 
of  encroachment  and  usurpation,  its  triers,  the 
Supreme  Court  judges,  are,  in  their  turn,  liable 
to  De  impeaohed  and  tried  by  the  centru  Gov- 
emmeut.  The  Congress  who  commit  the  usur- 
pation are  the  only  persons  who  can  impeach 
and  try  their  judges.  The  offending  Congress 
are  to  be  tried  by  their  jadges ;  and  the  offend- 
ing judges  are  to  be  impeaclied  and  tried  by  the 
omnding  Congress.  There  is  but  little  wise 
and  practical  seonri^  in  this  against  the  en- 
croachments of  the  central  Oovernment.  No 
plaintiff  would  feel  very  safe  if  the  defendant 
nad  the  sole  power  to  appoint  the  jury,  with 
the  power  superadded  to  accuse  tiiat  jury  of 
misconduct,  and  try  the  accasation.  It  seems 
to  me  that  if  those  wise  aud  practical  statesmen 
and  patriots  who  framed  the  new  federal  con- 
stitution hod  designed  the  Supreme  Court  to  be 
the  sole  prerogative  court  of  high  and  ultimate 
oommistion  to  try  the  oentral  Govemment  for 
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usnrpation  of  powers  not  delisted,  and  the  final 
and  sole  saft^^rd  for  the  reserved  powers  of  the 
States,  they  would  have  devised  some  more  cer- 
tain and  direct  responribility  of  the  jadges  to  the 
States,  than  by  rderring  their  impeachment  to 
Congress,  who  must  bo  parties,  aiders,  and 
abettors  in  the  usurpation.  The  States  wonld 
not  have  adopted  the  constitntion  if  they  had 
been  informed  that  such  was  to  he  its  interpre- 
tation. 

Are  there  no  dangers  to  liberty  to  be  iq>pre- 
hended  from  referring  all  the  pcditied  powers 
of  the  Federal  GoTemment,  ang  all  the  reaerred 
powers  of  the  States,  to  the  gdardianship  of  a 
few  judges  app<^nted  for  life,  not  removable^ 
except  by  impeachment  for  crimes  and  misde- 
meanors;  not  impeachable  or  removable  for 
error  of  opinion  ?  So  far  removed  from  respon- 
sibility, ("  for  impeachment  is  not  now  even  a 
scarecrow,")  if  trandbrmedinto  a  political  court 
instead  of  a  jndicial  tribunal,  is  there  no  cause 
to  apprehend  that  a  majority  of  the  jndges  may 
administer  their  theory  of  what  the  Govern- 
ment should  be,  instead  of  the  theory  as  actually 
adopted  by  the  States  t  Are  no  judicial  opin- 
ions tinctured  and  discolored  with  the  par^ 
feelings  and  omnions  of  the  day  f  Is  there  no 
oanse  to  ajmr^end  that  the  jndges  viU  follow 
up  the  maxim  taught  in  the  law  schools,  and  is- 
sued from  the  bench,  "  at  honijudieit  ampUari 
juritdieUimem^"  not  only  to  the  enlargement  of 
their  own  powers,  bnt  to  the  enlargement  of 
the  powers  and  increase  of  the  juriadiction  of 
the  Federal  Government,  as  the  means  conven- 
ient and  proper  to  the  end,  the  amplification 
of  their  own  jurisdiction  1 

If  the  jadges  of  the  Supreme  Court  are  to 
have  the  final  and  exolurive  authority  to  settle 
political  questions,  touching  encroachments  up- 
on tiie  reserved  powers  of  the  States,  and  all 
other  political  questions  arising  under  the  con- 
stitution, thui,  snpendded  to  those  analificfr- 
tions  which  have  heretofore  been  fhonj^t  essen- 
tial for  a  judge,  the  primary  consideration  in 
selecting  him  ought  to  be,  in  what  political 
school  has  he  been  brought  up  1  What  are  hia 
political  opinions  on  certain  great  contested 

Solitioal  questions  f   To  what  political  party 
oes  he  belong  ?   I  respect  a  court  of  justice,  ^ 
but  I  abhor  a  party  court   Let  us  not,  by  con-, 
struotion,  transform  a  conrt  of  justice  into  a  1 
political  council  of  state.   Let  us  not  transform  I 
the  emblem  of  justice  into  the  emblem  of  power. 
Let  ns  not  defile  the  sanctoary  of  justice  with 
the  pasuons  of  political  parties  contending  inr 
political  powers. 

If  the  Supreme  Court  is  once  at&nowledged 
to  be  the  nltimate  tribunal  far  settling  the  bonn- 
daries  of  political  power  between  the  Federal 
Government  and  the  State  Governments,  so  as 
to  bind  the  parties  to  the  compact  then  it  will 
inevitably  follow  that  the  court  will  be  the  sub- 
ject of  political  party  strife.  Reform  in  the 
court,  by  infusing  a  new  spirit  by  other  or 
additional  judges,  will  become  the  subject  of 
political  paity  strife  as  much  as  reform  in  the 
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ezeentiTe  administration.  The  minority  of  Con- 
gress and  the  Executive  might  at  an;'  time  add 
to  the  bench  of  the  Supreme  Court  a  sufficient 
number  of  Judses  to  can7  an  important  ques- 
tion of  political  power.  The  British  ministry 
advised  the  £ing  to  create  a  sufficieut  number 
of  new  peers  to  carry  the  reform  bill.  The 
power  of  a  m^ority  of  Congress,  with  the  ud 
of  the  PresidenL  to  create  new  judges,  for  a 

rdal  oooauoD,  is  as  efEiBotaal  as  the  power  of 
Xing  to  create  new  peers. 
The  principles  of  dyil  jnstice  to  be  admin- 
istered by  the  Jndioial  tribuials  are  fixed,  immu- 
table, aiid  eternal ;  they  are  so  nearly  assimi- 
lated in  all  civilized  nations,  that  they  may  l>e 
made  universal.  But  the  notions  of  political 
jnsUee,  and  balances  of  political  power,  are 
mntable  and  variant,  differing,  like  the  com- 
plexions, habits,  ednoation,  and  fieelingB  ctf  poli- 
ticians. 

If  the  Supreme  Court  is  to  be  the  sole  and 
exclusive  judge  in  the  last  resort,  not  only  of 
jndioial  questions  properly  submitted  to  it  by 
the  forms  of  the  c<»i8titution,  but  also  of  aU 
questions  tonohing  tiie  confines  of  political  pow- 
ers ddflgated  and  not  delated  by  the  compact, 
then  only  the  l^lslative  and  executive 
departaioits  of  the  Government  hold  their 
powers  at  the  will  of  this  court,  but  the  con- 
corrence  of  this  court,  with  the  other  depart- 
ments of  the  Federal  Government,  "  in  usurped 
powers,  might  subvert  forever,  and  beyond  the 
possible  reach  of  any  rightM  remedy,  the  very 
(wnstitntion  which  all  were  instituted  to  pre- 
serve." If  one  of  the  parties  is  to  be  the  sole 
and  exclusive  judge  of  the  extent  of  the  powers 
to  him  delegated,  and  of  the  concessions  made 
the  other  pwties,  then  nch  party  would 
luTe  aa  ™iiwiit^  imd  supreme  authority 
over  th«  other  parties.  It  b  not  sofficloit  to 
discriminate  in  theory  the  severs]  classes  of 

Cwo*,  and  distribute  them  between  the  legis- 
tive,  executive,  and  judicial  departments; 
neither  will  it  suffice  to  mark  wiui  precision 
the  boundaries  between  the  powers  delegated 
to  the  Federal  Government  and  those  retained 
by  the  States,  and  trust  to  these  parchment  bar- 
riers for  defence  agunst  the  insatiable  appetite 
and  restless  gnawings  of  power,  Experience 
teaches  that  ue  efficacy  of  such  paper  barriers 
is  too  feeble  to  withstand  the  scorching  de- 
rires  of  power,  and  that  some  more  adequate 
defence  is  in^qtensable  to  secure  the  aiOTe  fee- 
ble against  the  more  powerflil  members  of  tlie 
GorerameDt. 

The  judicial  department  does  not  present  the 
requisite  security  in  matters  of  such  trauscend- 
ent  and  vital  importance.  The  judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court  are  too  few  in  number.  The 
permanent  tenure  by  which  their  appointments 
are  held,  as  well  as  their  salaries  ana  the  mode 
of  their  appointment,  destroys  all  sense  of  de- 
pendence on  the  States,  and  lilts  them  above  the 
common  burdens  of  the  people ;  and,  from  the 
very  nature  of  their  callings,  thef  see  human 
nature  in  the  worst  light. 


These  are  but  too  apt  to  inibse  into  their 
minds  high-toned  notions  of  a  forcible  consoU- 
dated  Government,  as  necessary  to  "save  the 
people  from  their  worst  enemy — themselves." 
Judges,  in  a  long  course  of  officii  duties,  are 
familiarized  to  the  eight  of  frauds,  chicaneries, 
misdemeanors,  and  crimes  ^  accustomed  to  ex- 
ercise the  force  of  the  laws  upon  knavish 
wealth,  naked  poverty,  and  squalid  vice ;  they 
are  but  too  apt  to  confound  the  distincUoa 
between  the  judicial  powers  necessary  to  admin- 
ister the  laws,  and  pditioal  powers  neMssuy 
to  prescribe  the  laws ;  between  the  powers  ne- 
cessary to  1>e  granted  to  secure  and  protect 
against  a  violation  of  the  laws  by  the  vicious, 
and  the  powers  necessary  to  be  reserved  to  the 
good  for  protection  and  security  against  a  vio- 
lation and  abuse  of  the  political  powers  of  the 
Government. 

In  England,  from  the  time  that  Alired  huog 
the  forty  pndges  for  illegal  and  corrnpt  praclaces, 
to  the  trial  and  conviction  of  Algernon  Sidney 
for  high  treason,  in  writing  that  celebrated  trea- 
tise on  Government,  (whicb,  idnce  his  execution, 
has  tteen  nuUiahed,)  against  the  divine  r%ht  of 
kings,  and  the  doctrines  of  non-redstance  and 
passive  obedience,  and  from  that  time  to  this, 
the  history  of  judicial  power,  as  exercised, 
teaches  this  solemn  truth— judges  are  but  men, 
fhllible  men. 

The  history  of  jndidal  power  in  onr  own 
country  and  in  our  d^B,  is  not  less  impressive. 
But  I  forbear. 

I  respectan  independent,  upright  jadge.'There 
is  a  generous  confidence  yielded  by  the  mor^ 
sense  of  the  community  to  such  an  officer.  He 
is  looked  upon  as  the  guardian  of  civil  rights, 
the  protector  ci  lifb,  liberty,  and  pn^>erty. 
But  the  Judge  who  exhibits  himself  as  uie  aealot 
of  a  pcAiticu  parfy,  freezes  the  generous  oonfl- 
dence  of  the  people,  and  tnms  it  into  fear  and 
trembtiiw. 

Now,  Mr.  Preddent,  I  wish  it  to  be  distinctly 
understood,  that,  whilst  I  concur  in  the  doctrines 
of  the  Virginia  and  Kentucky  resolutions  of 
1798,  1799,  and  1800, 1  do  not  mean  to  approve 
the  time,  manner,  and  occasion  in  which  South 
Carolina  has  appUed  them  to  practice.  They 
are  great  conservative  principles,  not  to  be  car- 
ried into  practical  effect  but  on  great  and  press- 
ing emergencies,  when  all  other  means  of  stay- 
ing the  hand  of  lawless  aggresnon  have  been 
tned— unsucoessfiilly  taied ;  and  when  war  and 
revolution,  in  Govunments  di£krently  organ- 
ized from  ours,  would  be  justifiable  in  the  eyes 
of  liberal,  enlightNied,  and  impartial  men. 
These  great  conservative  powers  and  privileges, 
like  all  other  powers,  are  liable  to  abuse  in  the 
bands  of  indiscreet  and  heated  partisans.  But 
yet,  as  some  great  conservative  power  is  ne- 
cessary to  control  the  Government  itself,  to  hold 
it  in  subjection  to  the  constitution,  to  keep  it 
within  the  limits  of  delegated  power,  I  believe 
such  regulating  check  more  safely  lodged  in  the 
whole  body  of  a  State — a  whole  nation  of 
peo[de ;  and  there  kss  liaUe  to  abuse  than  if 
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lodged  in  tbe  hands  of  A  fer,  and  those  few 
exjKised  to  many  temptatimu  to  Buiotion  the 
nsoipatioiM,  as  partioipaton  in  the  power  and 
emolimwnta  of  uie  asarpation. 


S^TDXDJLT,  Febrnary  2, 

JSwenw  CMUetwn  BiU—JPomn  if  the  FsidnU 
Judiciary. 

The  bill  to  provide  farther  for  the  collection 
of  the  duties  on  imports  win  oomiog  np — 

Mr.  FBUuroHimKir  aaid:  When  the  senate 
a^I^raed  Tcsterdajr,  I  was  r^errin^  to  the  acts 
of  Oongreas  oi^ganiziog  the  jndioiary  of  the 
United  States,  and  thereby  preserring,  in  fall 
spirit  and  energy,  the  principles  that  the  laws  and 
the  ConstitntioD  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
conddered  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  "niis 
proviuon  of  the  constitatlon,  and  the  legislation 
upon  it,  consdtate  an  imprwnable  fortress, 
agtdnst  which  specnlation  and  sophistry  will 
spend  their  force  in  Ti^n.  There  is  no  tyro  in  the 
sohoola.  there  is  not  an  honest  independent  yeo- 
man who  tills  onr  soil,  who  cannot  comprehend 
ti^e  whole  argument  on  this  salnect  Any  man, 
when  he  finds  that  tiw  laws  of  Congress,^  the 
supreme  law  of  the  land,  and  finds  laws  c  rying 
ont  Uiis  provision,  knows  where  sovereignty  is 
placed  by  the  oonstitntion  a  thousand  times 
better  than  all  the  abstzvct  propoutions  in 
the  world  would  teach  him.  The  people  are 
not  to  be  speculated  out  of  their  senses,  and 
of  this  we  have  had  a  recent  and  very  satis- 
factoiy  assurance.  The  principles  of  the  proc- 
lamation Were  greeted  with  umost  universal 
approbation  thronghout  the  land ;  no  p^per,  ex- 
cept the  Declaration  of  Independence,  had  ever 
been  received  by  the  people  with  more  heartfelt 
satiitfaclaon :  ncme  neeid  be,  except  tiiat  satned  iu- 
Btmment ;  for  in  those  bygone  da^  there  were 
many  discordant  voices  heard  amid  tihe  general 
r^oidng.  But  now  there  isbutonevoioe,  from 
Geoi«ia  to  Maine,  with  the  exception  of  that 
wfai<m  comes  from  a  sin^e  quarter.  Who  can 
to  bless  God  that  the  people  are  thus  true 
to  the  principles  of  their  fathers,  and  are  thus 
ready  to  protect  and  muntain  the  work  of 
their  fathers  ?  If  nullification  receive  not  ita 
oondemuation  in  onr  daySj  I  know,  said  Mr.  F,, 
ft  will  receive  the  execration  of  all  posterity. 

Why  was  it  that,  in  our  constitution,  the 
State  judiciary  was  required  to  regard  the  au- 
^ority  of  the  laws  of  Oongrees  as  supreme  I 
Why  woa  it  that  in  the  SSth  section  of  the 
Judiciary  act,  an  appeal  from  the  State  to  the 
federal  courts  is  granted  t  The  fathers  of  the 
ocmstitution  knew  no  other  way  to  support  the 
Bopremocy  of  the  laws  of  Congress  than  this. 
They  provided  that  all  questions  arising  under 
the  constitution  should  he  referred  to  and  de- 
cided by  the  jadicial  department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. They  with  that  temperate  wisdom 
which  characterizes  all  their  acta,  suffer  the  dis- 
puted questions  to  go  froit  court  to  court.  They 
tiy  the  Judicial  oonsraeaoe  of  eraiy  court;  uul 


if  the  State  tribunal  decides  unconstitntiimallj, 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  has 
power  to  reverse  their  decinon.  No  argument 
which  he  ooiUd  urge  would  add  to  the  weight 
which  those  wise  provinons  would  have  in  set- 
tling this  qneotion.  They  prove  the  high  regard 
which  our  fathers  had  fw  this  prindj^e  of  the 
oonstitntlon,  and  their  extreme  uudety  to  pre- 
serve and  perpetuate  it. 

As  a  matter  of  hutory,  it  would  be  interest- 
ing to  look  at  the  circumstances  attending  the 
passage  of  the  Ju^darybilL  In  what  we  some- 
times call  the  popular  branch  of  Ouigreas,  in 
the  House  of  Representatives,  it  met  with  snch 
unanimous  support,  that  the  y«as  and  nays  were 
not  called  for  when  the  question  was  taken. 
In  the  Senate,  where  the  bill  originated, 
fourteen  voted  in  the  affirmative,  and  six  in  the 
negative.  Three  of  the  negatives  were  from  the 
South,  and  three  from  the  North.  Two  of  the 
Southern  negatives  were  from  the  Senators 
from  the  State  of  Vir^ia.  But  he  was  persua- 
ded that  the  opporition  of  Virginia  to  the  bill 
did  not  arise  from  any  objection  to  this  mode 
of  preserving  the  oonsdtulion  and  laws.  Yir- 
ginia  opposed  all  the  provieicau  of  the  judiciary 
system,  as  we  tnoanixed  it,  from  omections 
which  she  had  i  tae  form,  not  to  the  oqect  ot 
its  estahli^mrait.  That  the  Commonwealth  of 
Vi^iida  did  not  oppose  the  principle  that  the 
Supreme  Court  of  uie  United  States  is  the  arbi- 
ter in  the  last  resort,  he  would  show,  from  a 
previoos  piece  of  history,  which  he  took  great 
satis&ction  in  brining  before  the  Senate.  To 
go  back  to  the  transactions  of  former  times,  to 
contemplate  those  acts  of  onr  predecessors, 
which  have  illustrated  their  own  and  our  fame, 
was  always  plesMng  and  profitable ;  and  it  was 
with  great  satisfaction  that  he  could  bring.np, 
on  this  occasion,  the  voice  of  good  old  Viri^iua 
in  favor  of  the  constitution ;  and  he  h<n>ed  it 
would  put  down  forever  those  qwenutions 
which  would  rain  the  oonsUtntion,  and  defeat 
Hub  hopes  of  the  world.  Hie  opinion  of  Vir^nia, 
to  which  he  should  refer,  was  given  at  an  mter- 
esUng  time.  The  State  of  Pennqrlvania,  one 
of  the  proudest  States  of  the  Union,  (he  meant 
no  invidious  distinctions,  she  was  one  of  the 
largest,  weal^est,  and  most  powerful  the 
States,)  the  State  of  Fennsylvuiia  had  deter- 
mined, in  the  Olmstead  case,  to  resist  the  ded- 
sion  of  the  United  States  court,  and  to  resist  it 
unto  blood.  Hie  Legislature  went  bo  far  as  to 
pass  laws  to  call  out  the  millUa  to  resist  the 
fedend  process.  The  Judidary  went  on  in  ita 
qi^et  steady  way.  Notice  was  ^ven  to  the 
marshal  and  to  the  Freddent,  that  the  State  of 
Feonaylvania  would  re^  the  process,  hut  there 
was  no  flinching  in  that  day.  The  marshal 
was  ordered  to  execute  tiie  law  and  the  decree 
of  the  court.  An  order  was  given  to  imprison 
the  defendants.  Even  gtilantry  was  overlook- 
ed, (for  ladies  were  the  defendants  ;^  and,  in  a 
case  where  the  life  of  the  oonstitution  wss  at 
liasard,  they  wonld  not  evm  stop  for  thenif 
and  fbft  iiaae  was  abont  to  be  tried  by  arms. 
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FcDnsylvaDla,  at  this  point,  was  patriotic  and 
pradeot  eDough  to  retire,  and  give  up  the  coa- 
tnt.  Kot3ce  was  gma  to  ihe  mardial  to  make 
up  the  debt  and  costs,  and  the  amoont  was 
wrthwith  paid.  PeniuylTania  would  not,  at 
tlielastpinoh, enconntertiieconBtitation.  Uaaj 
patriota  appeared  then,  and  n^EenA  to  devote 
themselves  to  the  canse,  and  to  die  in  the  last 
ditch.  The  same  langnage  was  used  then,  as  we 
hear  from  South  Carolina  now.  Bat  Pennsyl- 
vania  had  too  much  patriotism  to  pnsh  her  op- 
position to  the  extremity  of  war.  She  gave 
up  the  point,  and  proposed  an  amendment  to 
the  constitution,  for  the  establishment  of  a  tri- 
bunal to  settle  ail  dii^ates  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  BtatesL  She  tuok  the  advice  of 
Virginia,  and  recorded  her  response  as  fol- 
lows: 

"  Preamble  and  reaohtioos  on  the  proposition  of 
PeniisylTania  to  amend  the  consUtotKu  of  the 
VnHed  States. 

**The  ctnomittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  com- 
ttimieaUoD  of  theOovemor  of  PemuylvaniA,  coTer- 
faig  certain  resolations  of  the  Legislature  of  that 
State,  proposiog  an  amendment  to  the  constituUon 
of  the  United  States,  by  the  appointment  of  an 
Impartial  tribunal  to  dedde  disputes  between  the 
State  and  federal  jndieisiy,  faavp'  ^ad  the  same  un- 
der their  eearideration,  and  an»<>f  tq^i^on  that  a 
tribonal  Is  atreadf  provided  b;  the  consUtotion  of 
tbe  TTnited  States,  to  wit,  the  Snpreme  Court,  more 
eminentlj  qualified  from  their  habits  and  duties, 
from  tbe  mode  of  their  selection,  and  from  the 
tenure  of  their  oflGoes,  to  decide  tbe  disputes  afore- 
said in  an  enUgbtened  and  impartial  manner,  than 
any  other  Mbnnal  which  could  be  erected. 

"  The  njembera  of  tbe  Supreme  Court  are  selected 
from  those  in  the  United  States,  who  are  most  cele- 
brated for  virtue  and  legal  leaniing :  not  at  the  will 
of  a  uogle  individn^  but  hj  tbe  coQcnrrrnt  wishes 
of  tlie  President  and  Senate  of  the  United  States ; 
they  will  therefore  have  no  local  prejudioes  and 
paitiBliUes. 

"  nM  duties  they  have  to  perfonn  lead  them  ne- 
cemsrily  to  the  most  enlarged  and  accurate  ac- 
quaintance with  tbe  Jortsdicuon  of  the  federal  and 
several  State  couris  together,  and  with  the  admi- 
rable symmetry  of  our  Government. 

'"The  tenure  of  their  offices  enables  them  to 
prmounce  the  sound  and  correct  o[Mnions  they 
may  have  formed,  without  fear,  favor,  or  partiality. 

**  The  amendment  to  tbe  constitution  proposed 
by  Pennnlvaida  seems  to  be  founded  upon  the  idea 
that  the  Federal  Judiciary  will,  from  a  lust  of  power, 
enlarge  their  jurisdiction,  to  the  total  annihilation 
of  the  jurisdiction  of  tlie  State  eooris;  that  they 
wQI  exercise  thdr  will  Instead  of  the  law  and  the 
eimstitndon. 

"  This  argament,  if  it  raoves  any  tbiog,  would 
operate  more  stroo^y  agraut  the  tribonal  proposed 
to  be  created,  which  promises  so  littie,  than  against 
the  Snpreme  Court,  which  for  the  reasons  pven  be- 
fore, had  every  thing  connected  with  tbetr  appoint- 
ment calculated  to  insure  confidence.  Wliat  security 
have  we,  were  tbe  proposed  amendmenta  adopted, 
that  this  tribunal  would  not  substitute  their  will 
and  their  pleasure  in  the  place  of  the  law  f  The 
Jndldary  are  tbe  weakest  of  the  three  departments 
af  Beremmen^and  least  daagaroos  to  the  pcdttieal 
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righta  uf  tin  oonstitnUoD.  They  hold  ndther  the 
purse  nor  the  sword,  and  even  to  enforce  their  own 
judgment  and  decrees  must  ultimately  deprad 
upon  the  Executive  arm.  Should  the  fedwal  Jn- 
diciaiT,  however,  uumindful  of  thdr  weakness,  un- 
mindful of  the  duty  which  they  owe  to  themselves 
and  their  country,  become  corrupt,  and  transcend 
the  Umita  of  tbdr  jurisdictl^  would  the  proposed 
amendment  oppose  even  a  probable  barrier  in  such 
an  ifluvobaUe  state  of  things  r 

"  Ibe  creation  of  a  tribmulsnch  as  has  been  pro- 
posed by  Pennsylvania,  so  far  as  we  are  enabled  to 
form  an  idea  of  it  from  tbe  description  given  in  the 
resolutions  of  tbe  Legislature  of  that  State,  would, 
in  the  otunion  of  your  committee,  tend  rather  to 
inrite  than  {nevent  a  collision  between  tbe  federal 
and  State  courts.  It  might  also  heeome,  in  prooeas 
of  time,  a  serious  and  duigerons  embarrassment  to 
the  operatitms  of  the  General  Government. 

'^Betolvai,  therefore,  that  tbe  Legislature  of  this 
State  do  disapprove  of  the  amendment  to  the  con- 
atitution  of  the  United  States  proposed  by  the  Le- 
gislature of  Pennsyivauia. 

"jeMebw^oIso^  That  his  excelleDcy  the  Gover- 
nor be  and  be  ia  nereby  requested  to  transmit  for^ 
with  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  preamble  and  resolu- 
tions to  each  of  the  Senators  and  Representatives 
of  tUs  State  in  Congress,  and  to  the  Executive  of 
tiie  several  States  in  the  Union,  with  a  request 
that  t*  same  may  be  laid  before  tbe  Legiriature 
thereot 

"  January  28, 1810.— Agreed  to,  unanimously,  by 
tbe  House  of  Delegates. 

*' January  26, 1810.— Agreed  to  by  the  Senate, 
unanimously.** 

This  dootrina  ia  as  aoond  as  pore  gold  seTen 
times  tried.  Here  Is  the  very  issae  which  Soath 
Oarolina  seeks  to  try.  Fenn^lvania  called  oat 
her  militia  to  aphold  her  sovereignty,  and  in  a 
well-adrised  hour  retracted  her  appeal  to  force^ 
and  proposed  an  amendment  to  the  constitntion, 
for  ute  purpose  of  effecting  her  object.  But 
good  old  Virginia  respected  the  wisdom  of  our 
fathers,  and  declared  teat  tbe  constitntion  which 
they  had  provided  could  not  be  bettered  by 
amendments.  8he  reftised  to  sanction  an 
amendment  which  would  dispense  with  the 
judiciary  of  the  United  States.  Now,  Ur. 
President,  in  this  Tiev  of  the  snbject,  what  a 
most  admirable  system  aS  Qovemment  ia  ours. 
It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  tltat  tyrants  and 
the  Mends  of  power  all  over  tiie  world  look  at 
it  with  envy  and  Jealonsy.  We  cannot  but 
perceive  tha^  by  the  General  and  State  Govern- 
ments, each  acting  in  their  respective  spheres, 
the  principles  of  liberty  must  ever  be  preserved. 
.  New  York  cannot  infringe  upon  the  rights  of 
Pennsylvania,  nor  Pennsylvania  upon  the  rights 
of  Vir^nia.  The  States  cannot  come  into  con- 
flict with  each  other,  nor  can  the  General  Gov- 
ernment interfere  with  the  rights  and  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  several  States.  Bat  as  we  have  great 
interests  in  common,  tiie  wisdom  of  oar  peer 
deoessora  provided  a  sover^ntj,  above  UuU 
of  the  several  States,  to  attend  to  the  common 
interests.  This  constitution  was  watched  over 
with  deefdess  vigilanoe,  as  he  hoped  it  alwaya 
wmdd  be,  and  efibotiuulj  gaarded  a^^dnst  all 
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encroachments.  What  can  the  Graeral  Govern- 
ment do  to  prostrate  the  liberties  of  the  States, 
when  twentjr-fonr  of  those  States  snpport  it  and 
oontinne  its  existence  and  power?  Since  he 
had  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  liere,  he  had  often 
been  aony  to  hear  the  General  Government 

gravelj  spoken  ofmea  an  alien  excrescence, 
lor  own  work,  the^earlj  cherished  constitu- 
tion, bequeathed  to  as  by  oar  fathers,  had  been 
scouted  at  as  an  odloos  foreign  importation ; 
and  the  Snpreme  OoorL  which  keeps  in  ebeok 
tiie  different  powers  of  the  State  and  Federal 
GtoTemments,  had  been  spoken  of  as  a  thing 
down  below  which  the  sovereign  States  onght 
not  to  snhmit  to.  He  rejoiced  that  this  subject 
was  now  folly  before  the  people.  He  believed  that 
Ute  crisis  had  been  brought  to  them  in  the  be- 
nignity of  Providence,  that  thej  might  rally 
around  the  coustitution,  and  that  tribunal 
which  preserves  all  the  principles  of  the  con- 
stituUon  in  purity.  How,  Ur.  President,  could 
we  take  a  single  step  in  the  improvement  of  our 
condition  without  this  General  Government  f 
Have  we  not  intrusted  to  it  all  the  oonoems  of 
oommeroe,  iha  oolleefion  of  tiie  revenue, 
vast  eonoems  of  the  publlo  luda,  our  Indian 
relations,  &c.  ?  How  can  we  take  a  single  step 
to  preserve  our  ^reat  common  interesta,  if  tJie 
State  sovereignties  can  annul  our  acts  at  pleas- 
ure I  Suppose  a  case  of  war  wa^ed  by  us,  in 
defence  of  our  national  rights,  against  a  foreign 
nation.  If  three  or  four  lU-^vised  States  can 
throw  themselves  on  their  sovereignty,  refhse 
to  take  part  in  the  war,  and  nullify  the  acts 
declaring  it,  our  country,  instead  of  being  a 
name  and  a  praise  among  nations,  would  become 
a  name  of  reproach,  and  snbject  to  tbe  contempt 
of  the  whcde  drilized  world.  He  would  much 
rather  go  back  to  the  old  confederatI<m,  in  which 
each  State  is  bound,  in  honor,  to  pay  its  quota 
towards  the  public  exigences.  Nothing  can  give 
us  security  for  a  single  hour  against  State  uul- 
liftoation. 

He  had  said,  with  snbmisnon,  that  the  Supreme 
Oourt  was  intended  by  the  constitution  to  be  the 
great  arbiter  in  rega^  to  questions  within  and 
without  the  powers  conferred  upon  it  In  answer 
fo  this,  it  was  s^d,  suppose  the  Supreme  Oonrt 
transcends  its  powers?  He  would  reply,  in  the 
language  of  Vit^glnia,  that  we  had  adopted  the 
best  system  which  we  could  devise.  If  it  fuled 
in  practice,  the  failure  would  be  owing  to  the 
imperfection  of  all  human  institutions.  No 

Srndoit  man  will  push  such  a  supposition  to 
s  extremity,  and  noon  the  feilh  of  it  give  up 
our  eonsUtution.  Should  it  fidl  of  its  oldec^ 
we  shall  have  but  to  mourn  over  tiie  frail- 
ty and  insecurity  of  this  as  well  as  of  all  terres- 
trial things.  What  experience  has  justified  the 
supposition  that  the  authority  given  to  the 
Supreme  Court  will  be  abused  f  !•  or  fifty  years 
we  have  prospered  with  it ;  and  the  venerable 
and  illustrious  man  who  has  given  to  it  high 
renown  in  the  world,  still  lives  to  give  it  his 
beneficent  enei^es.  The  judiciary  holdsneither 
the  purse  nor  the  sworo,  and  depends  wholly 
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upon  its  moral  power,  and  the  fud  of  other  de- 
partments of  the  Government,  for  the  enforce- 
ment of  its  decrees.  It  is  the  great  peace  arbiter. 
Let  US  then  cherish  and  support  it.  Let  us 
select  the  best  men  to  fill  its  seats,  and  we  shall 
have  no  cause  to  distrust  it.  But  what  is 
done  with  the  State  courts?  He  put  it  to  South 
Carolina  to  answer.  She  has  a  constitution  and  a 
judiciary.  When  her  Legislature  enacts  an  un- 
constitutional law,  what  is  done  by  her  <^tixena  ? 
Do  some  of  them  call  a  town  meeting  and  nul- 
li^  it?  No;  they  put  in  the  plea  before  the 
State  oonrt,  tiiat  the  law  is  unconstitutional,  and 
the  court  decides  the  question.  This  had  been 
done  in  his  State  a  doz.en  times.  The  suppoei- 
tion  of  the  Senator  from  Kentu<^y  was  tiie 
merest  ima^nation  that  ever  afflicted  the  human 
intellect.  That  Senator's  imagination  carried 
him  to  the  extremity  of  fear.  What  fear? 
That  Congress  would  breaS  the  constitution, 
by  putting  In  operation  a  wicked  law.  The 
bill  of  abominations  would  come  to  the  Senate, 
and  they  would  join  the  other  House  in  the  con- 
spiracy agauist  the  rights  of  the  people  and  the 
6tatM.  inien  it  wonld  go  to  the  Su[H«me  Oourt 
And  who  were  they  (  They  were  made,  he 
says,  by  the  Senate,  and  were  impeachable  only 
by  the  House  of  Representatives ;  and  therefore 
they  were  all  of  a  piece,  and  might  conspire 
together  to  defeat  the  purposes  of  the  constitu- 
tion and  the  rights  of  the  States.  This  general 
conspiracy  draws  into  its  vortex  all  tbe  reserved 
rights  of  the  people.  Thus  far  his  fears  alarmed 
him.  Was  it  wise  in  a  grave  nation — he  spoke 
in  the  abstract — ^to  indulge  in  such  violent  sup- 
positions? Such  imaein^ns  would  drive  a 
man  to  shut  himseu  in  a  cave,  seclude 
himself  fiwm  all  associations  with  his  kind,  lest 
the  first  man  whom  he  may  hapfMu  to  meet 
should  contrive  a  plot  against  his  k£a.  Becsnae 
the  judiciary  may  turn  trdtors  to  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  constitution,  and  the  legislative 
department  may  support  them  in  their  treason, 
shall  we  have  no  Government  ?  Shall  we  there- 
fore unloose  all  the  bonds  of  Government,  and 
return  to  a  state  of  anarchy  ?  Becaose  fathers 
may  turn  tyrants,  and  mothers  prove  monsters, 
shall  we  abolish  those  dear  relations  and  ex- 
tinguish those  sacred  charities  which  they  en- 
kindle and  cherish  1  Shall  we  draw  rules  of 
civil  and  social  condact  from  such  violent  sup- 
positions? After  all,  we  must  confide,  to  a 
greater  or  less  extent^  in  our  fellow-man ;  more 
or  leas  we  must  trust  to  others  every  moment 
of  onr  lives,  ^all  we  then  At  down  in  inglo- 
rious ease,  merely  because  our  oraifidenoa  may 
be  abused  ?  Rather  afaonld  we  use  the  best 
means  which  our  Uaker  has  given  as  to  plant 
such  saf^nards  as  we  can  around  our  oonstita- 
tion ;  and  if  we  are  not  tridtOTS  to  ourselves,  if 
we  dig  not  our  own  graves,  we  shall  be  free 
and  pros^rotts. 

But  it  IS  said,  that  the  Judiciary  is  not  com- 
petent, from  its  organization,  to  settle  political 
controversies.  What  is  meant  by  political  Bow- 
ers I  Xvexy  power  Is  p(^tioal  to  8(»n6  vxEtaU 
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Bid  Cbifif  Justice  Marshall  mean  to  say,  in 
the  speech  cited  by  the  Senator  from  Eentacky, 
tfa^  the  judiciary  ooold  not  decide  a  qneation 
arising  out  of  the  tariff  laws!  Nerw.  His 
head  was  too  Bonnd  for  that  Be^ea,  a  pdit* 
ical  speech  is  not  the  best  anthoribr  which  can 
be  adduced  for  jadicial  opinions.  He  marvelled 
not  a  little  when  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
introdoced  it  as  aathority.  When  he  came  to 
look  at  it,  he  found  that  it  was  a  speech  made 
in  Congress,  in  high  party  times,  upon  a  case 
which  mvolved  great  political  and  party  ezotte- 
ment  at  that  day — the  case  of  a  British  subject 
who  was  seized  as  a  deserter,  given  up,  and 
pat  to  death.  Bat  he  rejoiced  to  find  that  the 
illustrioas  iadividaal  who  made  the  speech  refer- 
red to  was  perfectiy  at  home  in  ^sensdng  the 
sabject,  and  that  the  views  whioB  he  took  of  it 
displayed  the  soundness  of  his  head  and  the 

Snrity  of  his  heart.  "To  come  within  the 
escription,  (of  the  powers  conferred  upon  the 
fudidaiT,)  a  question  mast,"  he  says,  "^mne 
a  ">™;  forensic  litig^on  and  judicial 
decision.  There  most  be  parties  to  come  into 
coart,  who  can  be  reached  by  its  process  and 
boand  by  its  power ;  whose  rights  admit  of 
ultimate  decision  by  a  tribnnal  to  which  they 
are  boand  to  sabmit."  The  case  mast  have  a 
legal  form,  and  parties,  and  mast  be  sabmitted 
to  tiie  court ;  these  are  all  the  forms  which  are 
neoessaty  toplace  It  within  the  powers  of  the 
-fodidary.  WlieD  something  is  to  be  a^odicated, 
something  to  be  given  and  taken  away,  then 
the  jadicial  power  may  be  exercised,  though  the 
ease  result  from  a  treaty.  In  the  dispute  oon- 
cerniog  the  northwestern  boundary,  refinred 
to  by  the  Senator  from  Eentacky,  there  were 
no  parties  bat  the  two  States.  Bat  the  case 
made  by  Boath  Caralina  has  all  the  attribntes 
which  the  doctrine  laid  down  in  the  speech 
referred  to  requires. 

The  tariff  law  is  individual  in  its  effects,  and 
makes  parties  by  which  the  case  can  be  submit- 
ted to  the  court.  A  merchant  belonging  to  New 
York  sojourns  in  Oharleston,  for  commercial 
paipoaes.  He  imports  goods  from  Qreot&itain. 
Be  is  required  to  pay  the  duties  on  them. 
This  makes  a  ^ain  case  of  law,  involvii^  a  per- 
sonal dfdm.  The  merchant  tells  the  collector 
that  he  cannot  pay  these  duties.  Why  ?  Here 
is  the  law  of  the  United  States,  saya  the  collec- 
tor, and  I  am  bomid  to  enforoe  it  That  law  has 
been  nullified,  replies  the  merchant ;  and  here 
is  the  ordinance  of  nallificatiou,  passed  by  some 
citizens  of  this  State  who  assembled  the  other 
day  for  tiiat  purpose.  What  will  be  the  rejoio- 
der  of  the  officer  ?  He  will  say,  Sir,  I  act  under 
the  aathority  of  the  United  States,  and  yon 
must  pay  the  duty.   The  merchant  insists,  and 

Cia  in  bar  of  the  law  the  laws  of  Soatii  Caro- 
ls there  uiy  political  question  here  to 
which  the  Jurisdiotlon  of  the  Sopreme  Court 
does  not  extend  ?  Where  is  the  ueurpation  in 
this  case !  On  the  part  of  the  United  States 
law,  or  this  ordinance? 
I  have  done,  eontinoad  Ttr.  T.,  vUh  this  part 
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of  the  case.   For  the  purpose  of  keeping  all 

f3w»-  in  check,  the  judiciary  was  estabU^ed. 
be  framers  of  tiie  oonstitntioa  hoped  to  obtain, 
through  it,  a  peaceful  mode  for  the  a^Jnsbment 
of  all  constitntaonal  questions.  In  a  country  of 
wider  extent  than  all  Europe,  and  embracing 
under  one  Government  many  distinct  communi- 
ties, they  hoped  to  secure  perpetual  peace  and 
tranqnillity  by  this  arbiter  of  peace.  Compare 
the  operation  of  this  peaceful  check  witii  the 
resort  to  which  Europe  is  accustomed  for  the 
preservation  of  the  balance  of  power.  Must  we 
have  the  sword  or  the  ooort  as  our  arbiter  ? 
Europe  has  tried  the  sword,  and  has  shed  rivers 
of  blood  in  the  vun  pursuit  of  the  balance  of 
power. 


Monday,  February  4. 
Swmue  Collection  BUI — Potaen  of  the  Federal 
Judiciary. 

The  Senate  having  udn  proceeded  to  con- 
rider  the  bill  to  provide  ftirther  for  the  collec- 
tion of  the  dnties  on  imports — 

Mr.  Bbown,  of  North  Carolina,  rose.  He  did 
not  believe,  he  stud,  that  he  should  be  able  to 
say  any  thing  to  equal  the  high  intellectual 
entertainment  which  the  gentieman  who  pre- 
ceded him  in  this  discussion  had  famiBhed  to 
the  Senate.  But  he  would  endeavor  to  remu- 
nerate whatever  attention  the  Senate  mi$|ht 
give  to  his  plain,  homely  effort,  by  the  brevi^ 
of  his  remans.  If  he  had  oonsolted  the  admo- 
nitions of  disoretion  rather  than  of  doty,  he 
abonld  have  been  silent,  nor  have  offered  to 
oppose  his  views  to  those  of  sentiemen  of  such 
distingnished  ability.  But  the  bill  before  the 
Senate  involved  questions  of  such  magnitude, 
that  he  could  not  content  himself  with  a  silent 
vote  upon  it.  The  sabject  was  of  hi^h  interest 
to  the  State  which  he  had  the  honor,  in  part,  to 
represent,  both  as  a  member  of  the  common 
Union,  and  in  reference  to  her  peculiar  position, 
bordering,  as  she  does,  upon  the  State  out  of 
whose  Iwalation  arose  this  question.  This  otili- 
gation  of  duty  derived  additional  force  from  the 
fMolutions  (ff  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  in- 
structing her  Senators  to  uert  their  influence  to 
obtain  a  "peaceable  a^Jostment  of  this  contro- 
versy," and  to  produce  a  restoration  of  harmony 
between  the  Federal  Oovemment  and  the  State 
of  South  Carolina.  While  it  always  afforded  him 
pleasure  to  comply  with  the  requests  of  his  con- 
stituents, in  obeyii^  their  injuncttoos  on  this 
occasion,  he  followed  also  the  dictates  of  his  own 

{'  adgment  and  ardent  wishes.  It  was  his  earnest 
lope  that  this  contest,  which  was  now  assuming 
an  angry  and  thretrfening  aspect,  should  be 
setUed  in  a  peaceable  manner.  Heneednotaay 
that  he  disapproved  of  the  course  of  Souui 
Carolina,  w  th^  his  State  dlaqiprored  oi  it 
Her  oonrse,  he  thought,  bad  besn  rash  and 
uncalled  for  by  the  exigency  of  the  lames.  She 
should  have  relied,  as  he  did,  upon  a  oonstitu- 
tionid  remedy;  upon  the  retomiog  sense  of 
justice  in  the  pw^le  of  tSie  Northern  and 
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Eastern  States;  and  upon  the  wiadmi  and 
patriotism  assembled  in  the  las^latiTe  halls  of 
the  ooonti^.  Bat  the  State  of  Sooth  Oandina 
thon^t  difi^ntlj,  and  took  redress  into  her 
own  nands.  She  was  rewonslUe  to  herself  for 
her  course.  It  was  not  nla  hariueas  to  ^  In 
judgment  upon  her,  hut  to  ^press,  on  his  own 
part,  Mid  that  of  hia  State,  ^si^probation  of 
her  coarse. 

The  bill}  thongh  pro|>oaaig  on  its  face  to  be 
general  in  its  application,  was  manifestly  in- 
tended to  be  applied  to  Booth  Carolina  alone. 
Thongh  the  name  was  not  written  imder  the 

Eiotnre,  he  who  mns  may  easily  read.  What 
I  the  prc^Mr  waj  of  settling  this  question  f 
"What  course  is  most  Ukehr  to  lead  to  a  peace- 
able a^nstnient  of  it?  This  is  the  question 
befiae  us.  The  Coounittee  on  the  Judidan^ 
most  ezoose  him,  notwithstanding  the  high 
respect  he  entertained  for  their  talents,  he 
should  wholly  dissent  from  the  specific  remedy 
which  they  propose.  He  did  not  believe  that 
tha  bill  by  them  presented  to  the  Senate  was 
calcnlated  to  carry  out  the  glorious,  the  ines- 
timable principle  of  our  institutions,  that  our 
GoTemment  should  he  essentially  pacific  in  its 
remedies.  He  believed  that,  in  its  conseqnenoes, 
it  would  be  attended  with  violence,  and  per- 
haps lead  to  civil  war.  He  ot|Jedted  to  the 
provinott  whieh  anthotized  the  repnlston  bj 
force  of  anr  attempt  to  ezeonte  the  lawa  o( 
Sontb  Oan^na  in  refwenoe  to  the  revenue.  To 
that  providon  he  mainly  ol^ected,  but  there 
were  some  other  provisions  of  minor  importance 
which  did  not  meet  his  assent  If  any  one 
principle  was  better  established  than  another, 
m  reference  to  our  institutions,  it  was  that  the 
military  should  be  snbordinate  to  the  civil 
authonty.  If  any  one  principle  was  sacred,  it 
was  this.  It  was  one  whion  no  emergency 
instified  ns  in  departing  from ;  one  which  con- 
stituted the  very  essence  of  a  republican  form 
of  Qovernmfflit,  and  without  which  free  inatitu- 
ttooB  could  not  exist.  When  we  establish  the 
doctrine  that  militai?  authority  may  step  in  to 
ezeonte  t^ie  law,  before  the  Judiciary  has  exerted 
its  powers,  then  the  essence  and  spirit  of  our 
institutions  are  essentially  ohaogM.  It  has 
been  our  boast  that  in  cases  where  other  na- 
tions resort  to  war,  we  resort  to  a  peaceM 
mode  of  attaining  a  setUement  of  the  question ; 
and  to  the  Judicial  tribunal  is  committed  the 
administration  of  these  peaceful  meaaures.  He 
did  not  at  all  object  to  the  due  administration 
and  operation  of  the  laws  of  tiie  United  States. 
He  wished  the  laws  to  find  support  in  the 
energy  oS  the  orautitaticm.  It  was  vein  to  say 
that  ooenuve  measures  are  neoeaaary  in  this 
ease;  for  there  is  an  inherent  enw^  hi  tiie 
oonstitntion  whidi  will  enable  the  laws  to 
triumph  without  an  q>peal  to  force. 

The  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  (Ur.  Wiv 
xnra)  asked  us  the  other  day,  if  we  were  un- 
willing that  the  powers  proposed  to  be  given 
to  the  Executive  by  the  bill  should  be  confided  to 
the  preaeotFrHident  of  the  United  Statea.  But 


that  was  not  the  qneatira.  He  would  aaj  that 
the  past  coarse  of  the  Preudent  had  been  raoh 
as  to  entitle  him  to  unlimited  oonfidence,  and 
there  was  no  individual  to  whom  he  would  more 
willingly  confide  this  power  than  to  the  Pred- 
dfflit,  fiut  there  was  no  man,  however  elevated 
in  station  and  ennobled  by  virtue,  however  pure 
bis  integrity  and  honest  Us  purposes,  to  whom  he 
would  give  a  power  which  was  unwarranted  by 
the  constitution.  We  are  told  that  a  jealous 
watch  over  the  repositories  of  power  is  the  only 
way  of  preserving  liberty.  He  could  not  believe 
for  a  moment,  that,  if  this  power  were  given  to 
the  Prendent,  he  would  abuse  it.  But  it 
might,  in  worse  times  than  tiiese,  and  in  worse 
hands  Uian  his,  be  abnaed  to  thedestniethm  of 
our  institutions.  We  may  be  told  that  the 
power  will  be  Umited  aa  to  oontinnanoe  and 
applioati<Mi.  But  what  does  hlstorj  teaoh  ust 
That  the  foet  (tf  to-d^  becomes  a  precedent 
to-morrow.  Our  own  mstoy  shows  as  in- 
stances of  powers,  some  well  established  as  con- 
stitutional, which  the  framers  of  the  constitution 
and  its  early  friends  would  have  shrunk  from 
with  dread.  The  General  Government  has  been 
gradually  drawing  to  itself  the  exercise  of  doubt- 
ful powers.  When  told  that  they  are  not  ^ven 
by  the  constitution,  they  reply  t^t  they  are 
Justified  by  preoedenL 

The  lionorable  gmtiemMi  fhmi  Pennsylvania, 
in  the  course  d  Ua  remarks,  iraoke  of  the  aub- 
miarivB  manner  in  which  that  State  would  yield 
obedience  to  the  most  unjust  and  injurious  le^ 
lation  of  Congress.  The  history  of  that  State 
was  illuBtrti«a  by  the  virtues  and  patriotism  of 
her  citizens,  but  tiie  Senator  would  pardon  him 
if  he  should  say  that  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
was  not  quite  exempt  from  the  faults  which  are 
imputed  to  tiie  State  of  South  Carolina.  The 
course  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  famous  Olmstead 
case,  had  some  agency  in  bringing  about  the 
present  state  of  things  in  South  Carolina. 
Though  South  Carolina  had  not  derived  her  im- 
pulse from  that  aouroe,  vet  tiie  doctrines  wee 
oontMided  forby  Pennsylvaidawere  aroealed  to 
in  justificatioQ  of  her  wesent  course.^  The  opin- 
ions and  principles  of  ^Pennsylvania  in  the  Olm- 
stead case  had  been  cited  in  the  discusnons  in 
South  Carolina^  aa  justifying  her  resort  to  self- 
redress.  He  did  not  stamp  his  approbation  on 
them,  nor  on  those  of  Carolina.  [Mr.  B.  then 
read  extracts  (taai  the  report  made  in  the  House 
of  Bepresentativesof  Pennsylvania,  on  the  mes- 
sage of  the  Governor,  relative  to  the  mandamui 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  case  of  Gideon  Olmstead,  as  follows :] 

"  Hat  the  subject  referred  to  them  liu  not  failed 
to  engage  their  moat  serioua  reflection.  They  bsTa 
Tiewed  it  in  every  point  of  light  in  which  it  could  be 
oonudered.  It  ia  by  so  means  a  matter  of  iaditTer- 
enee.  In  iriiatever  way  the  Legislature  muy  decide, 
it  win  be  in  the  highest  degree  fmportaot.  We  may 
purchase  peace  by  a  surrender  of  right,  or  exhibit 
to  the  iHvsent  times,  and  to  late  posterity,  an  awftil 
lesson  in  the  confliots  to  prevent  iL  It  becomes  a 
sacred  duty  we  owe  to  our  coaunon  conntty,  to  die- 
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etrd  pnnUftDimU;  od  the  one  bud,  and  Tuhneas 
Ml  the  other.  In  Nther  case,  we  BhHll  fluniah  ma- 
teriab  for  hntory ;  and  fatnre  times  muiit  jadge  of 
oor  wisdom  or  our  weeknees.  Ancient  history  for- 
^riies  no  penllel  to  the  eotutituUon  of  this  united 
republic.  And  diould  this  great  experiment  &il, 
Tain  may  be  erery  effort  to  ertabliah  rational  liberty. 
The  spirit  of  the  times  girea  birth  to  jealousy  of 
power ;  it  is  tnterwoTen  in  our  system ;  and  is,  per- 
ups,  essential  to  perfect  freedom  and  the  rights  of 
mankind.  Bat  titis  jealousy,  urged  to  the  extreme, 
may  ercDtoalljr  destroy  eren  Ub<r^itsel£  Aseon- 
nectcd  with  the  fed^  system,  the  State  GoTem* 
nents,  with  tbdr  inherent  rights,  must  at  every  bax- 
ard,  be  preserved  entire ;  otherwise  the  Qeneru  Got- 
enunent  may  assume  a  clianuiter  never  contemplated 
by  its  framers,  which  may  change  its  whole  nature.** 

"  Jietotved,  That  hi  a  Oovemment  like  that  of  the 
Uidted  BtalM^  where  there  are  powers  granted  to 
the  General  OoTemment,  and  rights  reserved  to 
the  States,  It  is  impos^le,  from  tbe  imperfretion  of 
language,  so  to  define  tbe  limlu  of  eaioh,  that  diffi- 
culties abould  not  sometimes  arise  from  a  collision 
of  powers ;  and  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  no  pro- 
vision is  nuide  in  the  oonstitutioo,  for  determining  dis- 
patee  between  tbe  General  and  State  Govenunents, 
by  an  impartial  tribnnal,  when  sncb  oases  ooeor. 

"  Resolved,  That  from  the  construction  the  United 
States  courts  give  to  their  powers,  the  harmony  of 
tbe  States,  if  they  reriat  encroachments  on  their 
rights,  will  ireqaentiy  be  interrupted ;  and  if,  to  pre- 
vent this  evil,  they  should,  on  aU  occasions,  yield 
to  stretohca  of  power,  the  reserved  rights  of  the 
Statea  wIU  depend  em  the  art>itrary  power  of  tbe 
MortSL 

**Ssat>l9td,  That,  should  the  bdependence  of  tiie 
Slates,  as  secured  by  the  Constitution,  be  destroyed, 
the  liberties  of  the  people,  in  so  extensive  a  country, 
eannot  long  survive.  To  suffer  the  United  States 
«ODrts  to  decide  on  State  rights,  will,  from  a  bias  in 
&vor  of  power,  necessarily  destroy  the  federal  part 
of  our  Government;  and  whenever  tbe  Government 
of  the  Cmted  States  becomes  consolidatwl,  we  may 
learn  from  the  history  of  nations,  what  will  be  tlM 
ereat." 

Those  papers  show  what  were  tbe  doctrines  of 
Pennaylvama  at  that  time^^and  it  is  well  known 
that  c^e  went  on  to  carry  those  into  praotioal 
operation.  8he  called  out  her  whole  military 
power  to  naatthedecTMof  theooarLandsteiM 
were  taken  to  Ihii^  W  military  fiffce  into  aetnal 
flwrice.  He  iSd  not  addvee  this  tut  becanse 
he  ntproved  of  the  doctrines  of  FennsyWania, 
fiv,  in  bis  opinion,  she  went  too  far,  Bnt  be 
meant  to  show  her  rashness  did  not  draw  down 
ttpon  her  the  power  of  the  Union.  The  adioin- 
iatration  of  that  day  had  not  recourse  to  mili- 
tary coercion.  The  decided  staud  whioh  the 
State  had  taken  was  known  to  tbe  Government 
and  to  Congress,  bat  they  did  not  consider  that 
any  coercive  measnre  was  necessary  before  the 

tndicial  tribnnala  had  tried  their  remedy.  No 
till  waa  introdaced  in  Congress,  no  measares 
recommended  by  the  President  for  meeting  the 
measnrea  tjf  F«nns^Tania  with  military  foroe. 
TbiBj  trusted  to  the  force  of  our  institotioni; 
withont  other  ramec^,  and  tiioae  Saatitiitlms 
trinmidied. 


Should  not  the  reeoUeotion  of  this  transaction 
inculcate  upon  Pennsjlvania  moderation,  and 
unabated  confidence  in  a  peaceftil  remedy  ?  The 
case  addressed  itself  particularly  to  that  State, 
and  bound  her  to  practise  the  same  moderation 
towards  Carolina  whioh  tbe  Union  practised 
towards  her,  when,  in  a  moment  of  hign  excite- 
ment, she  opposed  herself  to  the  laws  of  the 
Union.  He  wonld,  in  ftarther  aapport  of  hia 
views,  read  from  a  speech  deUvned  oj  a  hi^y 
distinguished  dtizen  of  Penn^vania,  a  pasaags 
which  was  fi-anght  with  Just  and  liberal  senn- 
menta.  [From  the  address  delivered  before  the 
literary  sodetiea  of  Jefferson  College,  at  the  an- 
nual commenoement  in  September,  ISSVhy  the 
honorable  W.  Wnucnn,  he  read  the  ibuowing 
passage:] 

"  If  we  start  with  horror  from  such  ftl^itfbl  eon* 
sequences,  let  oar  efforts  be  directed  to  avert  the 
evU  which  brings  them  in  its  train.  Ever  keep  in 
mind  the  spirit  of  compromise  in  which  our  CoDsti> 
tution  had  its  ori^o.  Instead  of  defiance  and  de- 
rision, let  us  ado^  the  tone  of  conciliation,  and, 
wliere  practieable,  (tf  concession.  Instead  of  hont- 
ing  ap  materials,  ftmn  sidtefld  comparisons  between 
Cerent  States  or  districts,  let  us  remember  only 
what  is  glorious  In  tbe  histoiy,  or  estimable  in 
the  character  of  each ;  adopting  tbe  hapi^  quota* 
tion  of  Iiord  Gbatbam,  when  deprecating  that  stnb> 
bom  and  contemptaous  defiance  wbieh  led  to  the 
diamemberment  irf  the  British  enfin  \  let  eaoh 
State,  in  relbrenoa  to  every  other, 

*  Be  t9  iHT  telts  a  una  bUad. 
Be  to  hac  viEtBW  v«7  Ub^^ 

In  dwellhig  ask  flie  eommwi  eflKwts  and  the 
common  saonfioea— m  that  ]weciona  (\uid  of 
gloriona  reooUeoticnis  which  two  wars  have  ooco- 
molated  for  the  whole  ootmtry — there  must  be 
kindled  a  generona  and  aympathetie  ardor  which 
will  prove  (he  moat  powerfbl  of  centripetal 
forces.  I  agree,  contmned  Hr.  B.,  that  tbe 
spirit  of  oompromise  and  conciliation  is  tbe 
strongest  bond  whioh  binds  na  together,  and  it 
is  that  tie  whioh  nnitea  ns,  and  not  the  strong 
arm  of  military  power. 

The  gentleman  from  Kew  Jersey,  in  the  conrae 
of  bis  remarks,  sud  that  ^e  oonstitntion  waa 
ratified  by  the  people ;  that  it  waa  submitted  to 
the  Statea  m«^  frnn  ooaTOilenoe ;  and  ^lat 
the  people  had  clothed  the  General  GOTwnment 
with  ita  powers.  To  that  poritlon  he  voidd 
not  assent.  It  brings  up  the  great  qnestion  vi 
consolidated  powers.  The  establishment  of  thia 
doctrine  utterly  annihilates  the  constitution  as 
it  was  expoonded  by  the  most  enlightened  re- 

C'  aicans  of  '98  and  '99.  If  that  doctrine  had 
n  oonstitntional,  then  it  was  only  necessary 
that  the  constitution  should  be  ratified  by  the 
m^ority  of  the  people.  The  o«%mony  ^  sob- 
mitting  the  instrument  for  the  ratification  of  the 
States  waa  an  idle  mockery,  if  the  powers  grant- 
ed by  tbe  conaUtntloo  were  not  granted  by  the 
aovwrign  States  bnt  by  the  people  hi  maaa. 
He  wooldre&rtothehiston-oj  thetransMtioii. 
^TMi  Statea  had  ratified  theconalitnthm,  oim- 
atitating  an  oTerwhelmlng  m^ij  of  the  peo- 
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plo ;  bat  8t»ll  North  Carolina  nfiued  to  ratify  it, 
and  BO  did  Bhode  Islaiid.  Ab  soyereign  States, 
tiiey  refased  their  sanction  to  it  If  t^e  doctrine 
of  the  Senator  from  New  Jeraej  was  correct, 
North  Carolina  was,  at  this  time,  gnill^  of  re- 
ristuice  to  the  oonKtitotion  uid  laws.  Little 
Rhode  Island  was  snilty  of  opposition  to  the 
aapreme  law  of  the  land,  for  she  did  not  come 
into  the  Union  for  sume  time  afler  North  Caro- 
lina. That  single  circnmsttince  shed  mach  light 
on  this  subject.  The  State  of  Rhode  Isltmd,  a 
small  State,  but  little  larger  in  popalation  than 
some  of  the  counties  in  New  York,  yet  eiercis- 
ia^  on  that  occadon  a  flovereigntr  co-extennve 
with  that  of  New  York,  Pennsylrania,  or  any 
other  State  in  the  Union.  Anotiier  fact  repn- 
diatea  tJie  doctrine  here  advanced,  Uiat  the  con- 
■titntion  Ib  the  work  of  the  people.  It  is  only 
necessary  for  a  majority  of  the  States,  constitnt- 
ing  one-fourth  of  the  people,  to  refiise  to  elect 
Senators,  and  an  end  is  put  at  once  to  the  Gen- 
eral Government.  This  consideration  puts  to 
flight  all  the  aivuments  urged  to  move  that  this 
is  a  consolidate  Government.  He  was  aware 
that  it  had  been  said,  in  reply  to  this  remark, 
the  meaning  of  the  qnonun,  which  was  neces- 
sary to  raable  the  Swate  to  transact  bunness, 
voaldiuthiBoasebeoonstmed  to  mean  a  mi^or- 
iSj  of  the  States  actually  represented ;  and  the 
States  not  represented  wooU  not  be  considered  as 
belonging  to  the  Union.  Bat  this  objection 
would  drive  gentlemen  to  an  admission  of  the 
rights  of  secession — a  doctrine  which,  perhaps, 
they  would  not  he  willing  to  allow ;  for  if  a  State 
has  not  the  right  of  secession,  no  act  that  she 
herself  may  do,  or  omit  to  do,  can  place  her  out 
of  the  Union. 

But  if  the  origin  and  nature  of  our  govern- 
ment did  not  put  this  idea  to  rest,  the  character 
and  extent  d  our  country  would  have  done  so. 
The  people  <tf  so  wide  and  varions  a  sor&oe' 
woold  never  have  delegated  thepo wm  to  make 
a  oonsdidated  Ooranmoit,  Tnmr  knew  that 
no  Boch  Goveminent  oooM  exist  here.  What 
says  Mr.  Hamilton  in  the  Federalist?  "What 
■ays  Ur.  Uadison  on  the  sulfjeotl  Why,  that 
to  adopt  a  consolidated  Government  would  be 
destntf  ing  the  printiples  of  the  revolution,  and 
woold  inevitably  lead  to  monarchy.  And  why  ? 
Because  whenever  a  minority,  having  adverse 
interests  to  the  minority,  should  combine  to 
oppress  tiie  smaller  portion,  the  latter  would 
have  to  intrench  themselves  behind  thur  re- 
served rights,  and  make  reaiatanoe  to  the  oppres- 
rion,  or  be  annihilated. 

What  would  be  the  ooueqaence  of  this  rerist- 
anoet  fio  wkhi  as  the  minority  discovered  that 
the  majority  wero  fondng  Interests  adverse  to 
their  own,  and  thej  l>egan  to  resist  the  encroach- 
ment, the  military  arm  of  the  Government 
would  immediately  be  strengthened,  and  there 
would  be  but  one  step  beyond — ^that  of  a  mon- 
archy. 

The  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  had  said 
that  it  was  the  aspiring  pride  of  the  State  sove- 
reignties which  had  led  to  this  state  of  things. 


[FBBBtrABT,  1883. 

The  aspiring  pride  of  the  State  soverdgntiesi 
It  was  an  avowal  of  doctrines  snch  as  Uiese 
which  was  so  repugnant  to  his  feelings.  It  was 
well  known  that  in  the  origin  of  the  Govern- 
ment the  country  was  divided  into  two  great 
parties.  One  of  these  parties  contended  in 
favor  of  the  reserved  rights  of  the  States,  and 
to  restricted  powers  of  the  General  Government 
The  other  was  for  conferring  on  the  General 
Government  unlimited  powers.  This  last  was 
called  the  federal  party.  With  a  loud  note  they 
proclumed  the  necessity  of  investing  the  Gener- 
al Oovemment  with  a  vast  range  of  authority. 
Some  of  them  even  went  so  for  as  to  propose  a 
,form  of  Government  wUoh  would  have  been 
substantially  a  monarohy.  Mr.  Hamilton,  in  the 
convention  which  framed  the  federal  constitu- 
tion, had  advocated  the  appointment  of  a  chief 
Executive  Magistrate,  and  a  Senate  during  good 
behavior,  Which  was  equivalent  to  appointing 
them  for  life.  Such,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  my  remem- 
brance of  the  subject  The  history  of  these 
times  will  show  the  fact  The  doctrine  of  State 
rights,  and  of  the  reserved  powers  of  the  State 
sovereignties,  was  abhorrent  to  the  leaders  of 
that  party.  They  did  not^  however,  succeed  in 
carrying  thdr  enlarged  views  into  effect  Ha 
did  not  mtend  to  characterize  the  whole  of  that 
party  as  entertmning  these  views.  Bnt  sudi 
were  the  sentiments  of  some  of  itn  leaders. 
Nor  did  he  intend  to  impugn  the  motives  of 
these  gentiemen,  though  he  doubted  not  they 
were  actuated  by  feelings  as  patriotic  as  those 
which  actuated  any  men.  Bat  it  was  well  known 
that  the  high-toned  part  of  the  f&deral  party 
did  doubt  the  competency  of  the  people  to  s^- 
govemment.  They  were  for  arming  the  federal 
power  with  aU  authority,  in  order,  as  they  said, 
to  save  the  people  from  their  own  worst  ene- 
mies. There  were  some  of  the  prominant  men 
of  the  country  who  did  not  soMcribe  to  that 
principle,  bnt  who  did  believe  that  the  people 
were  competent  to  Belf-«OTemment ;  that  tiier 
were  ftdly  able  to  go  t&ongh  the  work  which 
they  bad  b^an,  ontf  to  carry  out  that  beantiflil 
theory  of  republican  rule.  Happily  for  the 
country,  they  prevailed.  Happily  for  the  coun- 
try, the  principle  was  established,  that  the 
States  were  sovereign  and  independent,  as  to  all 
powers  which  they  had  not  delegated  to  the 
General  Government  And  some  of  the  repub- 
lican party  went  so  far  as  to  believe  that  the 
States  themselves  had  the  right,  in  the  last  re- 
sort, to  determine  for  themselves  what  were  the 
precise  powers  which  they  had  delegated.  He 
was  well  aware  that  the  doctrine  of  nullification, 
as  it  now  prevailed  in  Soatii  Oandina,  was 
abont  to  be  made  nse  of,  not  agunst  that  doe- 
trine  alone,  whidk  he  did  not  rise  up  to  defend,  . 
hut  for  the  purpose  of  founding  upon  it  a  war 
of  extermination.  It  was  against  that  that  he 
desired  to  enter  his  protest ;  under  this  masked 
battery,  he  saw  tbat  it  was  intended  to  fire  upon 
the  rights  of  the  States.  Gentlemen  held  up 
the  flag  of  nuUification,  rang  all  the  changes 
upon  tue  word,  sounded  the  tocsin  of  alarm 
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throoghoot  the  coantiy,  and  preeented  the 
vbole  matter  in  a  light  the  most  anfarorable 
to  South  Carolina,  in  order  to  justify  to  the 
other  States  the  war  which  they  were  disposed 
to  wage.  It  was  a  war,  too,  which  would  admit 
ctf  DO  neutrals.  The  gentlemen  who  have  taken 
tbe  strong  cronnd,  like  Napoleon,  have  thrown 
out  the  declaration  that  there  most  be  no  nen- 
trals. 

I  take  JDj  stand,  idd  Ur.  B.,  on  the  reserved 
lights  of  the  States.  I  repudiate  the  doctrine 
of  nnlUficatioD.  I  repadiate  also  the  high-toned 
doctrine  of  the  federal  partj.  I  believe  it  is  to 
that  high-toned  dontrine  that  we  are  to  attrib- 
ute nullification.  1  believe  that  doctrine  pro- 
duced it ;  is  the  parent  of  it.  It  is  by  an  im- 
proper pressure  of  the  Federal  Government  on 
the  rights  of  the  States,  and  hj  exercising  doubt- 
ful powers,  that  the  State  of  South  Carolina 
baa  been  thrown  into  this  position.  He  did  not 
mean  to  justiiy  tbe  course  of  that  State.  But 
whether  she  was  right  or  whether  she  was 
moog,  this  ikunished  her  with  something  like 
an  excuse  for  her  conduct  He  believed  that 
the  principle  was  as  suscepUble  of  demonstra- 
tion as  any  principle  of  mathematics;  that 
almost  any  attitude  of  resistance  ag^nst  the 
Federal  Government,  in  which  States  hod  been 
seen,  arose  out  of  the  unwarrantable  exercise 
of  doubtful  powers  by  the  United  States.  They 
bad  always  been  inclined  to  tranquillity.  They 
had  always  been  disposed  to  moke  a  child's  bar- 
gain with  the  United  States :  If  yon  will  let 
ns  alone,  we  will  let  yon  alone.  They  would 
Barer  have  admitted  the  idea  of  riring  in  oppo- 
ntion  to  the  United  States,  unless  there  hod 
been  some  exdUng  oaose.  The  whole  history 
ot  tbe  world  prove*  this  foot  There  is  no  pre- 
oedent  where  a  people  have  arrayed  themselves 
agsioet  a  supreme  power  without  any  occa^on, 
because  the  great  body  of  mankind  has  always 
been  found  more  ready  to  acquiesce  in  oppres- 
rion  tiian  to  resist  it  He  desired  gentlemen  to 
produce  a  single  precedent  where  a  people 
whose  pursuits  are  peaceful  and  agrioaltural  for 
the  most  part,  were  willing  to  cast  away  *'  the 
piping  times  of  peace,"  and  for  the  mere  love 
of  glory  to  rush  into  a  conflict  against  power, 
and  that  power  twra^  times  la^er  than  itself. 
Could  gentlemen  produce  an  instance  where  any 
State,  without  provocation,  had  ever  offered  re- 
Mtance  to  the  General  Govenmientt  He  had 
thus,  he  believed,  establidied  the  great  principle 
that  the  States  themselves  were  always  willmg 
to  be  qniet,  and  that  most  of  tbe  opposition 
which  had  been  manifested  against  the  General 
Government  had  arisen  from  the  exercise  of 
doubtfol  power  by  that  Government,  by  which 
bad  been  provoked  that  State  pride  which  the 
gentleman  from  New  Jersey  so  eameetly 
denounced,  lifithout  that  pride  this  republic 
would  now  have  been  as  nothing.  To  justify 
this  principle,  that  most  of  the  controversies 
which  had  arisen,  have  arisen  from  the  circara- 
atance  ctf  the  Fed«ral  Government  taking  their 
debatable  ground,  he  would  read  an  aatnority 


which  would  meet  with  the  approbation  of  all 
pure  democrats.  It  was  tbe  authority  of  George 
Clinton,  a  name  deserving  of  all  respect ;  c2aruna 
etvenm-abih  nomm ;  a  man  distinguished  for 
his  steady  adherence  to  democratio  doctrines. 
When  he  was  President  of  the  Senate  in  1810, 
be  gave  his  casting  vote  against  tbe  bank.  It 
was  on  that  occauon  that  he  nsed  tbe  following 
language: 

"Id  tbe  course  of  »  long  life  I  have  fonnd  that 
Government  is  not  to  be  strengthened  by  tbe  as- 
snmption  of  doabtfbl  powers,  bat  by  a  wise  and  en- 
ergetic execution  of  those  wUsb  are  iocOBteaUUe ; 
the  former  never  fuls  to  produoe  sospidoo  and  dis- 
trust, whilst  the  latter  inspire  respect  and  confi- 
dence. 

"  If,  however,  afler  a  &ir  experiment,  the  pawns 
vested  in  the  Qeneral  Govenmient  shall  be  found 
incompetent  to  the  attainment  of  the  objects  for 
which  it  was  Instituted,  tbe  constitution  itnpttj 
famishes  the  means  fw  remedying  the  evH  by 
amendment ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that,  im  soch 
event,  on  an  appeal  to  the  p&triotism  and  good 
sense  of  the  community,  It  will  be  reafily  appliM." 

What  wofUie  result  of  bis  ezp«4encef  That 
tiie  Government  was  never  strengthened  by  the 
exercise  of  doubtful  powers.  A  doctrine  which 
still  prevuls  among  the  distinguished  leaders 
of  the  party  in  the  State  of  New  York,  and 
which  they  can  never  consent  to  surrender,  un- 
less they  should  become  recreant  to  the  ^reat 
principles  which  they  have  always  malntamed. 
Bat  he  wonld  not  only  quote  authority,  but  he 
would  also  quote  facts,  what  was  it  which  excit- 
ed the  first  cwtrovmy  between  a  State  and  the 
United  States ;  a  oonniot  which  threatened  to 
bring  roin  on  the  ooontty,  and  whicb  waa  dea- 
ignated  the  reign  of  terror  by  the  rq>nUBcan 
party,  as  it  well  deserved  to  be  characterized} 
He  referred  to  the  alien  and  sedition  law,  which, 
by  usurping  the  power  of  trampling  into  dust 
the  liberty  of  speech,  tbe  freedom  of  the  preas^ 
and  all  the  righte  and  securities  which  the  people 
had  ei^oyed,  called  forth  a  movement  tiie  most 

florious  to  the  country  that  could  be  imagined, 
t  drew  forth  the  celebrated  report  of  MrTHadi- 
son,  a  report  to  the  merits  of  which  he  was 
totally  inadequate  to  do  Justice.  This  was  a 
movement  of  the  aspiring  pride  of  the  State 
sovereignties,  wUdi,  iDstMd  of  destrojing  the 
Union,  brou^t  back  tbe  Govenunent  to  its  first 
principles.  So  mndi,  then,  for  State  pride.  XT 
that  State  pride  had  preserved  the  eonatltation 
at  its  last  garo,  it  ought  not  to  have  called  down 
upon  it  such  unqnalified  reprobation.  The 
doctrines  of  Virgiiua  saved  the  confederacy  in 
that  dangerous  crisis.  They  produced  a  civil 
revolution,  which  brought  into  power  the  wisest 
and  the  ablest  statesman  who  ever  lived  in  any 
country.  This  was  one  of  tbe  benefits  whi<m 
had  resulted  from  State  pride. 

In  the  case  of  the  estaUishment  of  the  United 
States  Bank  there  arose  also  a  conflict  of  powers. 
There  were  many  who  believed  that  it  was  an  as- 
sumption of  power  not  delegated  to  the  Federal 
Government  Ohio  waa  one  of  the  States  which 
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lield  tiiat  opimcHL  This  nutter  also  vas  fioalhr 
a^oated.  what  was  the  next  question  whidi 
agitated  the  ooontxy?  It  was  the  exercise  of 
the  power  of  internisl  improTement.  That  was 
not  an  expressed  power  granted  to  the  General 
GoTemment.  It  was  among  the  doubtfol  pow- 
ers, and  the  right  to  exercise  it  was  denied  bj 
several  of  the  States.  It  was  denied  by  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire,  and  hy  a  very  respect- 
able portion  of  the  State  of  New  York,  which 
held  that  it  was  one  of  the  donbtful  powers. 
The  right  of  appropriating  money  to  all  or  any 
objectswasanotherof thedoubtfulpowers.  The 
State  of  New  York^  and  some  other  of  the 
States,  disputed  the  right  of  the  Federal  Oovem- 
ment  to  impropriate  monej  except  for  the  par- 
poses  pointed  out  by  the  constitntion.  Bach 
are  the  ooatenti(Hu  which  had  arisen  from  tibe 
exendse  d  donbtftd  powers  by  the  Fedo-al  Qot- 
emment. 

The  case  of  Georgia  was  the  next  to  which  he 
would  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate.  The 
usarped  powers  which  the  United  States  at- 
tempted to  exercise  over  her  provoked  the  pride 
of  that  State,  as  well  it  might.  When  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  nndertook  to  tell  her 
that  she  could  not  extend  her  jurisdiction  over 
the  whole  of  her  own  soil,  she  might  well  resist. 
This  contention,  arising  also  from  the  exercise 
of  doabtfiil  powers  by  the  United  States,  was 
at  <Hw  tnomant  pregnant  with  awfid  menaoe. 

The  last,  but  not  the  least,  of  the  oixiflicts 
which  have  arisen  flrom  the  exercise  of  doubtfbl 
powers  by  Uie  General  Govemznent,  was  in  rela- 
tion to  the  protective  system.  Here  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  had  assumed  the 
r^ht  of  ualtmited  taxation,  of  taxing  one  por- 
tion of  the  community  for  the  benefit  of  another 
and  a  more  &vored  portion.  He  hoped  that  he 
had  thus  snooeeded  m  establishing  the  pontion 
that  most  of  the  oontroversies  which  had  arisen 
had  their  origin  in  the  exercise  of  donbtfiil  pow- 
ers by  the  Federal  Government,  operating 
agdnst  those  rights  which  the  Statea  deem 
necessary  for  the  imserratitm  oi  their  exist- 
ence in  a  sovertign  oapa(rft7i 

llie  gentleman  tcma  Kew  Jersey  had  held  up 
the  constitution  in  his  hand,  and,  with  all  that 
{wtriotic  ardor  for  which  he  was  distinguished, 
said  .he  should  cling  to  the  bond.  I,  too,  said 
Mr.  B.,  will  cling  to  the  bond ;  and  while  I  will 
willingly  allow  the  gentieman  to  take  full  usage, 
I  hope  tliat,  in  taking  the  poand  of  flesh,  he  will 
not  spill  one  drop  of  blood.  The  gentieman 
had  auo  said,  that  old  Rome  never  submitted 
to  the  dictation  of  any  of  her  provinces.  This 
was  a  laminons  oommentary  on  the  rest  of  his 
remarks.  No  wonder  that  he  had  spoken  dis- 
parapngly  of  the  States,  when  he  compared 
them  to  Roman  provinoes.  This  saffidentiy 
accounted  for  the  consolidated  primdples  of  the 
gratleman  frcan  New  Jersey.  But  dd  Borne 
was  always  ready  to  e^end  justice  to  her  prov- 
inces. Wh^ver  the  deputies  <^  a  province 
«tme  before  her  Senate,  she  did  not  fear  to  do 
them  jnatiee.  We  mar     beomdnglr  Aar  to 
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do  wrong,  but  we  should  not  ibar  to  do  Jos- 
lice. 

The  gmtieman  flmn  Kew  Jersey  had  aaid  he 
would  not  strike  a  i&sLw  State,  but  would  retire 

to  the  wall.  He,  Mr.  B.,  admired  this  principle, 
which  so  admirably  accorded  with  what  he 
knew  of  the  private  worth  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey.  But  when  the  gentieman  went 
on  to  say  that  the  dignity  of  the  country  required 
that  the  laws  should  be  executed,  he  could  not 
avoid  asking  htm  in  what  that  dignity  consisted  f 
Did  it  consist  iu  calling  out  the  military  power, 
in  bringing  citizen  into  conflict  witii  citizen,  and 
deluging  the  coantry  with  the  blood  of  her  chil- 
dren I  If  that  was  the  meaning  of  the  dignity 
of  the  country,  he,  Ibr.  B.,  prayed  Heaven  to 
deliver  him  from  such  dignity.  He  considered 
that  the  dignity  and  honor  of  the  country 
would  be  best  promoted  and  established  by 
doing  justice,  and  carrying  out  peacefully  and 
efficientiy  the  principles  of  the  constitution. 
This  would  l>e  worth  all  false  glory,  all  the  na- 
tional glory  of  which  we  have  heard  so  mnch. 
It  would  eclipse  all  the  gloy  of  imperial  Rome, 
and  of  imperial  France,  wnich  was  nothing  to 
the  glory  ot  a  just,  equal,  and  benignant  dispen- 
sation of  the  laws. 

One  of  the  reasons  which  had  munly  induced 
him  to  rise  was,  to  show  that  every  peaceful 
remedy  should  be  resorted  to.  The  oonstitutioa 
was  fnmed  in  a  spirit  of  mntnal  defta«noe.  It 
was  ratified  in  that  same  spirit  of  deference,  and 
so  it  oo^t  to  be  administwed.  The  whole  his- 
fawy  of  our  country  conforms  to  that  principle ;  a 
mntnal  deference  to  all  great  interests  of  the  coun- 
try. Tbepraetioeof  theOovemmenthasbeenin- 
vurlably  marked  with  the  spirit  of  conciliation. 

The  State  of  Kentucky,  in  1794,  was  dissat- 
isfied with  the  Govfflnment  of  the  United  St^ies, 
because  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mississipin 
had  not  been  secured.  The  Legialatore  of  that 
State  made  a  strong  remonstrance  on  the  sub- 
ject to  the  General  Government,  claiming  that 
free  navigation  as  their  right.  They  asserted 
that  God  and  nataire  had  given  them  this  right ; 
and .  they  menaced  a  withdrawal  from  the 
Union  if  it  was  not  ol>tained  for  them.  What 
was  the  course  of  Washington  I  What  was  the 
course  of  the  American  Congress  on  this  occa- 
sion t  They  did  not  assume  the  ground  that 
they  wonld  not  legislate  while  this  menace  waa 
held  over  them.  Yet  no  one  could  doubt  tiie 
courage  of  Washington.  No  one  could  doubt 
that  he  was  not  prepared  for  every  emergency. 
He  sud  that  the  Government  had  been  estab- 
Ushed  in  a  spirit  of  compromise,  and  he  recom- 
mended that  a  respectful  reply  be  given  to  the 
State.  He  laid  \m<m  the  Legialatore  the  facts 
in  the  case,  and  the  free  navigation  of  the  Uis- 
si^>pi  was  ol^idned. 

Inere  waa  also  another  case,  whidi  was  the 
assumption  of  the  State  debts.  At  the  close  of 
the  war  of  the  revolution,  besides  the  national 
debt,  each  State  had  contracted  its  debt ;  and  it 
was  demanded  by  the  Eastern  States  that  the 
General  Government  should  assume  the  pay- 
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ment  of  these  debts  of  the  States.  Saoh  was 
the  dissatisfaction  which  had  resulted  from 
Coneress  delayine  the  parent  of  these  debts 
for  five  years,  uiat  a  dismembermrat  of  the 
Union  was  ezpeoted.  In  maldng  this  reference, 
he  liad  no  intentkm  to  cast  an  impntation  on 
the  States,  hot  merelT  to  state  fiuts.  The  Gen- 
eral Govranment  mtimate^  assumed  these 
debts.  Snppoae  that^  instead  of  taking  this 
eonrse,  the  General  Goveniment  had  acted  on 
the  idea  thrown  oat  by  the  gentleman  from 
N«w  Jersey,  that  the  pride  of  the  State  sover- 
tigntaes  oogat  to  be  onecked ;  we  sboold  not, 
Bud  Ur.  B.,  be  at  this  moment  engaging  in  this 
itisensBion,  and  enjoying  the  privilege  to  whieb 
tills  floor  entitles  ns. 

The  next  instance  was  the  repeal  of  the  em- 
haivo  law  in  1807.  This  was  a  measure  of  Mr. 
Jefierson,  and  <Hie  to  which  he  was  mach  a^ 
taohed.  But  when  he  saw  that^  by  the  oontin- 
nanee  of  this  «nbargo,  the  Uniim  was  likely  to 
be  dismembered,  did  he  aay  that  the  law  roust 
be  oforoed  at  all  haardaV  No  such  thing. 
Acting  on  the  eonvictioa  that  this  is  a  Govem- 
ment  of  compromise,  he  repealed  the  embargo. 
hk  his  works  published  since  his  death,  it  is 
made  ^parent  that  this  was  a  very  favorite 
measure  with  him.  Tet  on  the.approach  of  so 
dangeroQB  a  crius,  be  heritated  not  to  abandon 
and  repeal  it. 

This  19  another  instance  of  concesrion  on  the 
part  of  the  General  Government  to  States,  which 
reristed  the  exercise  of  doubtftal  powers. 

JCr.  B.  said,  as  he  had  stated  hb  ot^eotions  to 
the  course  vlddi  the  hmoraUe  Judiciary  Cran- 
mittee  had  advised  or  recommended  to  the 
Senate  to  adopt,  and  deoniiv  it  not  calculated, 
as  honorable  gentlemen  had  observed,  to  pre- 
•erve  the  Union,  but,  on  the  ecmtrary,  calculat- 
ed, if  carried  into  pnwtioal  operation,  to  destroy 
this  glorious  Union,  it  was  proper  that  he  should 
state  what  he  thought  would  best  meet  the 
present  crisis.  He  conndered  the  true  remedy 
a  peaeeful  remedy,  that  of  conciliation,  accord- 
ing alike  with  the  oenins  of  the  constitution 
and  the  practice  of  the  Government.  The  rev- 
enue should  be  reduced  to  the  wants  of  the 
Goranment;  and  the  oppression  whidi  the 
Southern  people  labored  und«r,  in  conseqaenoe 
ot  the  tariff  system,  ought  to  be  removed.  If 
gtntiemen  wished  to  preaerve  the  Union,  the 
oonntry  should  be  appeased.  This  appeared  to 
him  to  be  an  in&llible  remedy.  The  one,  how- 
ever, which  the  committee  had  prescribed, 
mi^t  be  fraught  with  some  danger.  He  was 
aware  that  there  was  a  set  of  politicians,  who 
thought,  this  the  fkvorable  moment  to  try  the 
strength  of  the  Union,  and  tiiat  Government 
ought  not  to  concede  one  particle  of  the  proteo- 
tire  system.  Can  it  he  possible,  at  this  day, 
(sud  Mr.  B.;)  that  any  individoal  would  wish  to 
jeopardixe  Uie  peace  and  harmony  of  twelve 
or  thirteen  millions  of  people,  not  only  tiie 
peace  of  a  wh<de  people,  bot  to  retard  tbepnu;- 
leti  of  free  Goveroinenta  tfarooghont  the  wmd 
by  an  experiramt  <tf  tint  kind,  to  try  the  strength 


of  the  Union,  and  whether  it  can  survive  the 
use  of  the  military  power  ?  He  hoped  not.  He 
tmsted  that  our  republic  would  be  hazarded  hf 
no  such  speculative  experiment. 

It  is  aisned,  continued  Mr.  B.,  that  the  Stato 
of  South  Oaroiina  having  placed  herself  in  this 
attitade  of  defence,  Oongreas  ong^t  not  to  Iso- 
late on  the  subject,  as  had  been  said  in  some  of 
the  newsp^ters,  while  the  sword  is  brandisbing 
over  our  heads.  This  is  not  meeting  the  ques- 
tion ;  it  is  not  the  tnie  question ;  It  is  a  ques- 
tion of  a  very  different  charaotw.  Are  the  peo- 
ple of  Sonth  Oaroiina  alone  concerned  in  this 
matter  ?  Is  not  a  vast  portion  of  the  American 
people  concerned  in  itf  Are  not  the  whole  of 
the  Southern  States  interested  in  this  sul^ect  I 
It  is  not  only  the  Southern  States,  the  State  of 
New  Hampshire,  the  State  of  Maine,  and  a  por^ 
tion  of  the  people  of  New  YoA,  but  a  large  and 
respeetable  number  ai  the  States  in  the  South* 
wut,  which  oonsider  the  tariff  system  unjust 
and  repugnant  to  the  prindples  oS  the  oonstitn- 
tion,  and  that  we  have  no  light  to  keep  it  up. 
It  is  aivned  that  justice  should  not  be  done  to 
South  Carolina,  because  she  has  assumed  a  men- 
acing attitude.  This  is  not  a  proper  view ;  it  is 
not  just  to  the  other  States.  Is  it  any  reason, 
because  South  Carolina  has  acted  imprudentiy, 
that  she  should  not  receive  justice !  If  she  has 
fbrfeited  any  claim  to  the  conuderation  of  the 
General  GoTemmeut,  ought  the  other  States  to 
incur  the  forfeiture  i  Nothing  can  be  more  er- 
roneous, nothing  more  obsura,  nothing,  I  will 
say,  more  tyrannical,  than  to  oppress  all  the 
Southern  States,  because  South  Oandina  has 
wted  rashly.  I  do  not,  said  Mr.  B.,  argne  thla 
^estion  as  a  Bonthem  question.  Thank  God, 
in  the  exercise  of  my  legislative  righto  and 
duties  here,  I  can  look  beyond  the  Potomac. 
Thank  God,  I  have  a  feeling  whldi  is  not  con- 
fined to  the  gec^raphical  limits  of  any  portion 
of  the  United  States.  I  can  look  and  judge  of 
my  countrymen  north  as  well  as  south  of  the 
Potomac ;  and  I  wish  it  to  be  distinotiy  imder- 
Btood,  that  what  I  now  say  respecting  Soutii 
Carolina,  I  deem  applicable  to  every  member 
of  this  oonfedwacy.  To  no  one  of  these  States 
would  I  arrogantly  say,  I  will  not  do  Justice^  un- 
til yon  oome  on  yoor  hnees  befim  me. 

I  do  hope,  if  I  have  any  patricMism,  it  Is  not 
that  narrow  cmtraeted  patriotism  which  is  con- 
fined to  geographical  limits,  I  trust  It  is  that 
patriotism  whioh  looka  abroad  over  the  Union, 
and  embraces  every  potion  of  my  fellow>4^li- 
zens.  And  so  help  me  God,  if  my  conatitneota 
were  this  day  to  demand  that  I  should  perpe- 
trate an  act  of  iiyustice  against  any  member  of 
this  confederacy,  that  I  should  do  an  act  in  be- 
half of  North  Oaroiina  which  would  trench 
upon  the  rights  of  Maine  or  of  Massachusetts, 
or  Pennsylvania,  which  I  believed  destructive 
of  their  coostitotional  rights,  so  help  me  God  I 
mrald  resign  my  seat,  and  retire  to  my  h<mie^ 
rather  than  jeopard  the  peaoe  d  this  BepubU<^ 
this  glorions  expwiment  oi  a  free  GovemmoiL 
by  taking  what  jnrtly  belooga  to  Maine,  and 
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Tuajastly  to  bestow  it  on  North  Oarolina ;  be- 
lieving that  a  man  preseots  a  more  trxAj  digni' 
fied  atdtode  who  reftues  to  do  an  nnJoBt  act, 
than  he  who  penoTem  io  iqjastice. 

Bnt  what  are  we  now  oalled  upon  to  do? 
We  are  called  upon  Imminoitly  to  jeopard  the 
pablio  peace,  hj  a  n'oTel  and  dangerons  experi- 
ment ;  to  enforce  a  law  which  not  onlj  a  wise 
portion  of  the  Amerioan  people  believe  tmcon- 
sUtntiona),  bnt  which  I  verily  believe,  if  the 
qaestioD  were  anbtnitted  to  their  iodividual 
opinion  this  day,  they  wonld  repudiate  and  r«- 
qaire  to  be  rejected.  We  are  called  upon  to 
eiiforce  a  tariff  law,  which  I  believe  the  ma- 
jority of  the  people  of  the  United  States  desire 
to  have  amended  or  modified  ;  and  the  mod- 
ifidUion  of  which  is  fortified  likewise  by  the 
reeommendation  of  the  Ohief  Hagiateate. 

And  before  I  proceed  ftarthw,  wt  me  eziilun 
myself  on  this  point.  I  do  not  take  the  gnmnd, 
and  I  will  not  take  it,  and  I  wish  to  oe  dis- 
tinctly understood  with  respect  to  this  matter, 
that  a  law  which  is  tunted  with  injoHtice  should 
not  be  pat  in  force.  I  take  the  ground  that 
no  law  oppressive  in  its  character  Bhonld  be  ex- 
ecuted by  interposition  of  military  power,  until 
every  pacific  measure  which  can  be  devised 
shall  have  been  resorted  to  without  the  desired 
result.  The  remedy  for  evils  of  the  greatest 
magnitude  should  be  sought  for  in  the  peaceful 
fjibnnala  of  this  country,  according  to  the  great 
principles  banded  down  to  ns  by  the  En^ish 
irhigs,  and  which  we  have  inrased  into  the 
spint  of  our  constitution  and  government. 

If,  on  a  failure  of  all  these  means,  it  shall  be 
found  necessary  to  use  force  to  execnte  the 
laws,  let  it  be  used,  I  am  not  prepared  to  s^ 
that  the  emergency  cannot  arise ;  bnt  I  do  say, 
tiiat  before  a  law  of  this  kind  is  to  be  executed, 
before  the  peace  of  the  Union  is  to  be  disturbed, 
there  ought  to  bo  a  reference  to  the  justice,  to 
the  wisdom  of  Oongress,  to  weigh,  to  examine 
the  provisions  of  that  law,  and  solemnly  to 
pause  and  reflect  before  proceeding  to  pat  it  in 
force  by  military  power. 

I  b^  leave,  said  Ur.  B.,  to  advert  to  what 
the  President  of  the  United  States  has  said  in  his 
message  to  Goagrees,  and  I  do  it  becaoae  this  is 
the  first  remedy  which  the  President  recom- 
mended to  Oongress  at  the  opening  of  the  pres- 
ent session.  I  cannot  doubt,  that  if  the  Execu- 
tive wi^es  were  consulted,  he  would,  and  de- 
cidedly, give  the  preference  to  a  peaoef\il  settle- 
ment of  the  diffionlties  by  Oongress.  I  do  not 
mean  to  say  that  his  preference  should  influence 
our  le^slation,  but  it  ought  to  have  weight 
with  us. 

Speaking  of  the  extinguishment  of  Uie  public 
debt,  the  President  goes  oa  to  remark : 

"  The  final  cemoral  of  this  great  burden  from  our 
Teaouroes  affords  the  means  of  further  proTisions 
for  idl  tbe  objects  of  general  welfare  and  public  de- 
fence which  tbe  constitnUon  authtulus^  Mid  pre- 
BMita  the  ocoarion  for  nch  flvther  redootiw  of  the 
tevenoe  as  may  not  be  reqalred  for  them.  From 
the  repmt  of  ue  Seeretary  of  the  Treasury,  U  wilT 
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be  seen  that  after  the  present  year,  such  a  redocUoo 
may  be  made  to  a  considerable  extent ;  aod  the  sub- 
ject is  earnestly  recomiDanded  to  the  coosideraUon 
(tf  CiHigreBS,  in  the  hope  that  the  combined  wisdom 
of  tbe  representatiTes  of  tbe  people  will  devise  such 
means  of  effecting  that  salutary  object,  as  ma.j  re- 
move those  burdens  which  shall  be  fouud  to  foil 
unequally  upon  any,  and  as  may  promote  all  the 
great  interests  of  the  community.** 

A^ain,  in  another  part  cf  the  message,  the 
President  remarics : 

"  That  nuuiu&ctures  adequate  to  the  snj^ly  of  our 
domestic  consomption  would,  in  the  abstract,  be  ben- 
eficial to  our  countty,  there  is  do  reason  to  doubt ; 
and  to  effect  tbeir  establishment,  there  is  per- 
haps no  Amnican  citizen  who  would  not  for  a 
while  be  wilUng  to  pay  a  higher  price  for  them. 
But  for  this  purpose,  it  is  presumed  that  a  tariff 
of  high  duties,  deitigncd  for  perpetual  protec- 
tion, has  entered  icto  the  minds  of  but  few  of  our 
statesmen.  Tbe  most  they  have  anticipated  is  a 
temporary,  and  generally  incidental  proteetioa, 
which  they  maintain  has  the  effbct  to  reduce  the 
price,  by  domestic  competition,  below  that  tha 
foreign  artlde.  Experience,  however,  our  best 
euide  on  this  as  on  other  subjects,  makes  it  doubt- 
ful whether  the  advantages  of  tliis  system  are  not 
counterbalanced  by  man;  evils,  and  whether  It  does 
not  tend  to  beg^t  in  the  minds  of  a  Urge  portion 
of  our  countrymen  a  qdrit  of  ^soontent  snd  Jeal- 
ousy dangerous  to  the  staUlity  of  the  ITidoa.'' 

These  are  the  sentiments  of  the  President  re< 
garding  tiie  law  which  we  are  now  called  on  to 
adopt  eztraordinaxy  msani  of  carrying  into  ex- 
ecution. 

As  I  c<Hisider  this  is  a  most  important  point, 
as  I  consider  it  the  true  moans  of  removing  the 
difficulty  now  involved  in  this  question,  I  nave 
not  only  adverted  to  the  annual  message  of  the 
President  as  showing  the  views  of  the  adminis- 
tration and  their  remedy  for  the  difficulties  in 
the  South,  but  I  would  now  leave  to  read 
from  the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  oS  tibe 
Treasury. 

[Here  Mr.  B.  read  an  extract  from  the  annual 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the 
Babject  of  the  redaction  of  the  duties.] 

Tbxa  we  have  the  direct  sug^stion  of  the 
present  administration^  that  tfais^  the  most  ap- 
propriate remedy.  It  is  the  one  which  was  firat 
suggested  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  and  I 
believe  it  is  calculated  to  achieve  all  the  great 
olgeots  so  much  to  he  desired,  all  which  it  is 
necessary  to  acliieve,  and  that  without  endan- 
gering the  republic. 

What  is  the  extraordinary  spectacle,  I  would 
remark,  which  the  American  republic  now  ex- 
hibits to  the  world!  A  republic  which  has 
heretofore  boasted  of  its  freedom — a  republio 
which  has  heretofore  pnrsned  the  "  even  and 
oeaceful  teaor  of  its  way  " — a  repnblio  which 
bad  been  found  competent  to  all  the  legitimate 
purposes  <xl  Government  without  slaughtering 
its  oitixens,  and  which,  witii  very  few  excep- 
tions, has  gone  on  pMoeahly  for  fifty  years. 
We  present  the  extraordinary  speutacle  of  call- 
ing m  the  administration  and  the  Executive 
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branch  of  the  OoTernment  to  enforce  a  law 
aguDst  a  portion  of  onr  fellow-citizens,  to  com- 
pel them  to  coDtribnte  bo  mnch  money  to  the 
reveane,  which  it  is  acknowledged  is  six  mil- 
UoDS  aonnallj  more  tiian  is  requisite  for  the 
wants  of  the  General  Government.  A  removal 
erf'  that  bard  en  wonld  remove  all  difflnilty  with 
the  State  cl  Sontk  Oan^na.  Even  a  partial 
removal  it,  a  mitigatioii  of  it,  would  make 
the  tariff  syvtem  more  acceptable  to  the  people, 
without  a  total  abandonment  the  principles. 
I  q>eak  in  refarenoe  to  the  views  and  prevtuliog 
Mntiments  of  that  portion  of  the  people  I  repre- 
sent. 

Sir,  it  does  appear  to  me  a  powerital  consid- 
eration that  we  are  almost  on  the  eve  of  a  civil 
war;  and  for  wbatt  Toenforce  a  law  for  the 
collection  of  revenue,  when  it  is  admitted  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  there  are  at 
preaent  ax  millions  of  dollars  more  than  Is 
wanted  for  the  common  pnrposea  of  the  Gov- 
tmment.  Is  this  calcolaiBd  to  derate  osin  the 
c^es  of  the  nations  Europe  ?  Is  this  calea- 
lated  to  obeer  the  hopes  of  those  people  who 
have  been  long  stmfisliDg  for  their  rights? 
Ffermit  me  to  say  that  X  thSik  it  will  somewhat 
w^en  tiie  force  of  onr  republican  experimeot ; 
yet,  I  believe  that  onr  Government  is  capable 
of  achieving  all  the  great  objects  for  which  it 
was  designs,  and  settling  this  matter. 

If  in  the  revolotionary  contest,  when  the 
blood  and  treasure  of  this  country  were  pro- 
fiuely  poured  forth  to  establish  the  rights  and 
liberties  ctf  mankind,  to  ^ve  self-government 
and  to  nboUsh  nqjnst  taxation,  any  one  of  our 
aacestora  who  were  eoMged  in  this  gli»ioua 
stnq^  had  predicted  that  In  leas  than  half  a 
eentnry  afterwards  we  should  be  engaged  in  the 
consideration  of  a  bill  to  compel  a  portion  of 
the  people,  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  to  pay 
taxes  when  the  Government  had  six  millions  of 
dollan  more  than  it  needed,  they  wonld  not 
have  believed  him ;  credality  itself  at  that  time 
wonld  not  have  believed  snch  a  prediction.  If 
they  could  have  credited  the  story,  it  would 
have  enervated  the  arm  which  etmok  for  lib- 
erty, would  have  damped  the  bosom  which 
g^wed  with  patriotism.  Bnt  what  has  been 
ue  oractice  of  our  Government  heretofore  I  I 
beg  leavo  to  reonr  to  another  case  diatingniBhed 
in  the  history  of  otu-  Goremment,  and  which  I 
mrerloofced  at  the  time  I  was  remarking  on  the 
various  Instances  of  forbearance  shown  by  oar 
Government.  In  the  late  war,  when  a  large 
minority  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  be- 
lieved the  pride  of  the  country  to  have  been 
woDuded,  when  the  constituted  authorities  of 
the  land  believed  the  national  honor  to  have 
been  trampled  upon  by  the  British  Government, 
and  considered  it  the  sacred  daty  of  all  to  as- 
sist them  in  resenting  the  insult,  we  found  many 
on  that  oocasion — yes;,  even  pending  the  gloom- 
iest period  of  the  war — resisting  every  bill 
wluch  went  to  pve  the  Government  of  the 
Uidted  States  men  and  means  to  prosecnte  that 
war.  Ilu^renated  Hon  the  ground  that  peeoe 
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might  be  obtained,  and,  I  believe,  because  they 
deemed  the  war  to  be  unjust,  and  while  onr 
villages  were  smoking  and  onr  country  invaded 
by  a  large  body  of  hostile  troops. 

We  find  at  that  moment  a  large  body  of  men 
in  Oongress,  whose  patriotism  I  do  not  call  in 
question — for  be  it  from  me  to  do  bo — a  power- 
ful, talented,  and  respectable  body  of  men,  even 
at  the  darkest  periods  of  that  war,  voting 
against  ^ving  fben  and  money  to  carry  on  the 
war.  Great  Britain  had  trampled  on  our  com- 
mercial rights,  hod  inaalted  us  on  the  high  seas 
for  six  years  before  war  was  declared.  Kot- 
withstanding  all  this,  we  found  a  powerful 
body  who  said  that  no  army  or  money  ought  to 
be  voted  to  the  Government.  Now,  if  that 
iniirit  of  forbearance,  great  as  it  was,  could  be 
shown  to  an  enemy  whose  cir  was,  DeUnda  at 
Carthago — if  that  spirit  could  be  exercised  bello 
certainly  some  little  patience  is  due 
to  our  brethren  of  the  South.  Snrely  some  for- 
bearance ought  to  be  shown  to  oar  oonntry- 
men.  If  there  were  msny  at  that  thne  who 
thought  the  sword  should  not  be  unsheathed 
against  those  who  would  trample  ns  under 
foot,  is  it  to  be  supposed  that  we  are  now  to 
plunge  it  into  our  fellow-^tizens  without  khm 
little  examination  into  their  cause  ? 

I  wish  to  be  distinctly  understood  on  one 

fioint.  I  do  not  bitend  to  justify  South  CttrO' 
ina ;  I  am  not  her  advocate,  bnt  she  has  a  right 
to  have  Jnstice  done  her.  I  do  believe,  how- 
ever, that  this  (question  may  be  settled ;  and 
that  by  acting  m  a  spirit  of  conciliation — a 
spirit  not  only  due  to  her,  bnt  the  vast  portions 
of  the  North  and  Bonth — the  question  might  be 
pot  at  rest,  As  regards  the  uni<m  of  these 
States,  there  is  not  a  member  in  the  Semite,  and 
I  trust  I  ^all  not  be  considered  egotistical 
when  I  say  that  there  is  not,  in  the  wholo 
Union,  one  in  sonl  and  heart  more  dearly  de- 
voted to  it  than  my  humble  eeUl  I  beKeve  that 
oil  the  advantages  of  liberty,  and  of  a  free  gov- 
ernment, are  at  issae  in  this  matter ;  and  it  is 
for  that  reason  I  urge  a  pacific  course.  Even 
the  Grenvilles  and  the  Norths,  arrogant  as  they 
were,  even  they  brought  forward  their  meas- 
ures ;  even  thev  repealed  some  of  their  odious 
laws  to  satisfy  the  desires  of  the  colonies.  And 
shall  it  be  arid,  there  is  now  a  spirit  more  inex- 
orable, more  inacoessitde  to  the  vdoe  of  justice, 
than  that  which  prevailed  nnder  die  Bri^t 
monarchy.  If  ao,  the  Mood  of  those  who 
achieved  the  revolution  was  shed  In  vain,  and 
the  hopes  of  the  friends  of  free  goremment  are 
forever  put  at  rest.  If  that  inexorable  princi- 
ple, that  there  is  to  be  no  regard  paid  to  the 
feelings  and  wishes  of  the  minority,  he  would 
say  that  this  would  change  the  whole  principle 
of  our  federal  compact,  depriving  it  of  all  its 
republican  and  benignant  features,  and  convert- 
ing the  federal  into  a  consolidated  Government 
In  every  portion  of  the  Union  there  is  a  set 
of  great  pnnuuy  interests.  He  wished  to  be 
;  AsunotlynnderrtoodontluBpdiit.  Hedid  not 
t  mean  to  ssj  that  the  Qoremment  of  the  United 
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States  Bhonld  jield  to  ever?  rash  reqairement 
of  a  State ;  far  from  it ;  bat  h«  did  iatend  to 
aajf  that  wbenoTw  any  of  thou  great  primary 
and  leading  interests  made  jnat  rwKMiatranee 
■gidnst  any  obnona  oppresdon,  it  wai  onr  duty, 
in  the  trne  federative  qrfiit  <Mf  oar  Govern- 
ment, to  forbear ;  otherwise,  the  Government 
mast  effectually  change  its  chai-ftcter.  The  West 
has  her  primary  interests  and  sendbilities  in 
reference  to  the  great  land  qaestioo,  and  he 
(Mr.  B.)  would  alwavs  be  disposed  to  do  ample 
jnsUce  to  her  as  well  bb  to  every  other  section 
of  this  conntry.  He  woold  not  feel  power  and 
forget  right.  Kew  York  has  great  interests  in 
a  commercial  and  manofaotoring  way;  be, 
therefore,  would  do  nothing  thai  would  trample 
them  down.  He  woold  let  tiiem  be  free  as 
they  are,  and  ^ve  them  all  the  privilwes  they 
reqaire.  With  r^ard  to  the  raannnotnring 
interasta  of  the  ooontry,  he  believed  that  Um 
OonstitatioD  did  not  tax  the  interests  ot  one 
portion  of  the  people  to  benefit  another.  He 
would  bear  and  forbear.  And,  as  to  a  specific 
measare  for  the  reduction  of  the  revenae,  he 
dedared  that  he  was  not  one  of  those  who 
woold  give  a  deadly  blow  to  the  mannfaetoring 
interests,  by  a  thorough  imd  too  rapid  redaction 
to  the  revenae  point.  He  would  do  it  gradual- 
ly, in  that  ^irit  of  forbearance  which  is  due  to 
the  whole  Union.  Having  glanced  at  the  pe- 
culiar interests  of  the  West  and  Korth,  he 
wotUd  now  advert  to  those  of  the  Sontnem 
StatesL  Their  interests  consist  in  prodncing  as 
imidi  M  possible:,  selling  at  the  hij^est  prices, 
and  bnyug  as  low  as  posaUe.  Bat  that  nat- 
nnd  ooarse  of  tilings  bad  been  Intermpted  by 
the  Govenunoit  oi  Uie  United  Statea  for  many 
years  past.  But  he  did  not  snbsoribe  to  that 
doctrine  which  is  midntiUned  by  some,  that 
there  are  not  essential  interests  common  to  a 
large  portion  of  the  United  States.  He  believed 
every  section  of  the  Union,  North,  Soath,  West, 
and  East,  were  inseparably  oonaeoted.  There 
was  no  saoh  thing  as  an  adverse  Interest  It 
was  trne  that  an  artifloial  state  of  things  had 
grown  op. 

There  was  no  ^fferenee  between  the  great 
natar^  interesta  whioh  God  and  natnre  had 
given  ns ;  if  there  was  any  diflbrenoe,  it  aroae 
from  adread  (Mf  almost  leglsuition.  Uidost  le^ 
lation  had  produced  it,  and  not  the  drmnt^  of 
soil,  habits,  and  porsnits.  The  tme  decline 
was,  to  extend  equal  protection  to  all  in  their 
various  habits  and  parsoita,  and  leave  the  yaih 
free  for  a  generoiu  and  bene^ial  oaDpetidtm 
of  an. 

Proad  as  he  was  of  the'iichievements  which 
had  been  performed  under  the  star-spangled 
banner;  proud  as  he  was  of  the  stars  and 
stripes  which  have  fluttered  in  every  sea  and 
every  dime ;  anxious  as  he  was  for  the  glory 
of  the  ooontry;  yet  God  forbid  that  those 
stripes  and  stars,  which  had  hereUrfbre  been 
the  rallying  point  of  heroism,  should  now  float 
over  the  mauled  oorsas  of  onr  bleediiif 
eountrymen.  God  forbid  that  onr  country 


shonld  nndet^  this  sad  and  disastrous  revoln- 
tion,  for  be  believed,  whenever  that  should  take 
not  only  tbe  liberties  of  this  oonatiy, 
e  lieet  snd  brightest  hopes  of  Ibeoivilizea 
worid,  woold  be  iMrajtA  ^ever. 

Ur.  FuLnroKUTsnr  said,  Aat  be  adiEod  tiha 
indulgence  of  the  Senate  to  say  a  word,  to  cor- 
rect some  misapprebenmonsof  the  Senator  from 
North  OsroUna,  (Mr.  Bbowh.)  Sir,  said  Mr.  F., 
I  must  have  be^  peculiarly  unhappy  in  stating 
my  views,  when  the  Senator  nnderstands  me  to 
have  compared  our  Government  with  tbe 
Roman  provinces.  So  far  from  this,  I  did,  in 
very  explicit  term^  refer  to  Rome  by  way  of 
gratefhl  oonteast,  not  of  parallel ;  and  arge^ 
that  it  was  becuise  we  were  not  conqn^wd 
provtttoes,  bnt  a  Union  of  free  and  oo-eqnal 
States ;  it  was  beoaose  onrs  wts  a  peaoe 
and  not  a  war  i^irit,  that  I  would  retreat  frwn 
a  oustom-hoase  cm  hmd  to  a  custom-Thoasa  on 
thewatw;  that  from  a. red  tenderness  of  shed- 
ding a  brother^B  blood,  I  would  go  back  to  the 
very  wall  snd  nevw  Skntfiy  nntil  finbearanoe 
shonld  itself  bec<mie  treason. 

Agdn,  sir,  I  was  qnite  as  nnfortnnate  with 
the  honorable  Senator,  when  he  ascribes  to  me 
the  notion  that  onr  constitution  was  tbe  pro- 
duction of  the  people  in  the  aggregate.  I  too 
well  knew  the  »ct  to  be  otherwise,  to  contend 
for  such  an  absurdity.  In  adopting  tiie  consti- 
tution, it  was  inristed  that  tbe  people  acted  in 
separate  oommonitiea,  and  for  the  palpaldo 
reason  that  they  exiited  in  s^Mrate  omnmnni- 
ties.  Bat,  sir,asniattwdr  argament,IaideaT- 
ored  to  uiow,  that  eo  far  as  oonoamed  the 
oharaoter  of  the  instrament,  the  otent  of  fta 
powers,  or  the  nature  of  the  Govwnmoit 
created  by  it,  it  was  altt^ethw  immaterial 
whethw  the  popalar  will  was  asoertcuned  by 
distinct  communities,  or  by  a  reference  to  some 
aggregate  expresuon  of  that  will.  That,  even 
granting  the  largest  demands  of  the  gentlemen 
who  press  the  pretenrions  of  State  sovereignty, 
it  would  not  in  any  measure  impiur  tiie 
strength  of  the  proposition  that  muntains  the 
supreme  authority  of  the  General  Government, 
by  the  natare  of  the  powers  contained  in  the 
grant  That,  in  dther  view  <^  the  sal^eetL  W8 
mast  still  tun  to  the  cfustitntitm  as  the  best 
e^onnder  of  itself;  and  if  the  delegation  has 
there  been  made^  ^^Tr  oharaoter  of  the 

party  to  it  cannot  affect  the  grant  After  all 
our  speculations,  we  are  constrained  in  the  end 
to  inquire  what  are  the  attributes  with  whioh 
the  constitution  invests  the  d^tartments  of  the 
Government 

TnenxT,  February  6. 

Tits  Sgoenw  OoOeetion  £ai 
Tbe  Senate  then  resumed  the  oonriderotion 

of  the  bill  forther  to  provids  for  the  oollection 

of  the  dnties  on  impcvta. 
Mr.  HfOHu  said  be  would  oome  to  the  qnes- 

tion  in  omtroreny,  whioh  he  considered  to  be 

this,  and  pUnlythis :  In  the  oonfliot  of  powar 
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between  tbe  United  States  and  anj  sin^ 
State,  -who  fa  the  final  and  effeotoal  .nmpireT 
What  antharity  can  decide  when  tbeee  disagree, 
and  make  iti  dednun  effeotoal  f  Had  he  stated 
the  question  fairly?  Tea,  he  said,  that  ques- 
tion most  oome,  and  there  was  no  goin^  be- 
tween it ;  no  intwinediate  oonne  by  vhiob  it 
oonld  b«  eaciqted.  The  oo&stitntion  has  estab- 
tished  DO  umpire  for  sach  a  oaee;  and  when 
the  oonfliot  comes,  the  qnestion  mast  be 
dedded,  who  is  the  final  power  to  jndge  it! 
Mj  gronnd  is,  then,  said  Mr.  H.,  that  this 
power  must  of  neoessitj  be  vested  in  the 
Government  the  United  States;  not  in 
tbe  Exeoatire,  hot  in  the  whole  Govmunoit; 
and  that  it  most  have  the  power  to  execute 
its  dedsiona,  or  else  it  ia  a  nnllitjr.  How  then 
did  the  ease  now  stand?  The  power  of  the 
OoTcnuncnt  ct  the  United  States  to  lay  im- 
posts, it  was  well  known,  was  an  exdnsive 
power.  The  States  were  prohibited  the  exer- 
dse  of  it  withont  the  assent  of  Congress.  If 
the  power  exists  at  all,  it  is  exdnsive  in  the 
Government  of  the  United  States.  Now,  he 
asked,  the  power  being  granted  to  the  United 
States  and  prohibited  to  the  States,  can  the 
States  control  the  exennse  of  it?  Mr.  H.  went 
on  to  arroe  that  it  ^nld  not  be  a  concurrent 
power.  Nor  conld  it  be  an  alternate  power, 
that  maj  be  ezerdsed  either  by  the  General 
or  the  state  Govemmenta.  Bnppoae,  he  said, 
that  the  Uidted  Statca  were  to  aneat  a  num 
fir  treastm,  convict  and  hang  him  foot  resisting 
tilM  laws,  it  would  be  a  very  useless  thing  for 
a  State  Govemmrat  to  take  up  the  case,  and 
determine  to  nn-bang  the  man ;  at  least  if  they 
did,  it  would  be  of  very  little  use  to  ^e  dead 
man.  The  power,  being  in  the  Government  <^ 
the  United  States,  must  be  an  exclusive  power, 
the  exerdse  of  which  no  State  had  a  n^ht  to 
obetmct.  Now,  said  Mr,  H.,  comes  the  lasne. 
The  Congress  of  the  United  States  have  passed 
certain  revenue  laws;  they  have  been  acted 
npon,  ac^odged  to  be  oonstitntiooal,  and  have 
beoi  exeonted  by  the  Executive.  South 
Oarolina  aays  they  are  unconstitutional,  and 
haa  passed  laws  intended  to  repeal  them  or 
malra  them  in<merative  within  her  limits. 
Hie  question,  then,  has  arism,  shall  the 
laws  of  BoDtii  CaroUna  snooeed,  or  those  of 
tbe  United  States! 

Passing  by,  for  the  present,  the  doctrine  of 
peaceable  nnllification  of  the  laws,  Ifr.  H.  said 
he  would  see  if  he  conld  not  nnderstand  some 
of  the  doctrines  wMoh  bad  been  advanced  in 
regard  to  social  and  political  compacts.  If  he 
understood  gentlemen  their  meaning  was  that 
a  sodsl  compact  is  one  whidi  may  be  enforced ; 
a  political  compact  one  which  may  or  may  not 
be  enforced.  To  be  a  Uttie  more  explicit,  he 
must  go  bank  to  hia  adioolboy  days  for  an 
analt^os  distiDotion— that  between  perfect 
and  unperfeot  obligations.  Those  who  have 
read  Vattel  and  Faley  know  that  a  perfect 
oUigatum  must  be  enforoed,  and  an  impwfect 
oU^atioB  nu^  or  may  not  be  peilinmed,  at 
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pteesare.  The  only  qnestim  to  be  determined 
k,  whether  the  Ccmstitntion  of  the  United 
States  be  the  <me  or  the  other  of  tiieee.  I 
insist,  said  Mr.  H.,  upon  its  obligatory  character, 
and  its  jpower  of  enfordng  its  own  authoritf ; 
that  it  IS  a  perfect  compact,  a  sodal  compact 
as  gentiemen  call  it.  My  syllogism,  then,  la 
this:  that  a  perfeot  obligation  may  be  en- 
forced in  the  manner  prescribed  in  the  com- 
pact; that  the  United  States  confttitotion  is  a 
perfeot  obligation;  and  that  it  may,  there- 
fore, be  enforced  in  the  manner  prescribed  in 
the  compact.  If  I  do  not  prove  all  this,  ur,  then 
my  dootiine  must  U31  to  toe  Around. 

Now,  sir,  here  is  a  case.  The  United  States 
passed  eown  rereniie  laws,  whidi  tbe  State 
of  Sontii  Oandina  annnls.  If  the  United 
States  have  the  poww  to  pass  the  rsTenne 
laws,  the  nnUifying  laws  are  nnlSfied.  The 
nUnw,  in  this  proportion,  depends  upon  the 
facts  and  principles  ont  of  which  the  constitu- 
tion arose.  He  should  attempt  to  diow  flrs^ 
that  the  United  States,  at  the  time  of  adopting 
the  constitution,  had  power  to  grant  to  a 
General  Government  uie  right  cdf  ultimate 
decision ;  second,  that  the  States  intaouded  to 
do  it;  third,  that  they  did  it;  and,  fourth, 
that  they  have  always  since  acted  up  to  this 
intention.  He  would  pledge  himself  to  make 
tiiese  propositions,  if  he  oould.  What  ia 
sovereignty  1  There  is  but  one  abadute  sover- 
eign— except  tlw  Sovereign  the  Universe. 
No  State  18  sovmign  except  in  respect  to 
other  States.  Every  nation  that  governs  itself, 
under  what  ftmn  soever,  without  dependence  on 
a  fordgn  power,  is  sovereign.  Can  the  Govmi- 
ment  euforoe  obligations  upon  the  people  of 
this  Union!  When  sovereignty  is  vest^ 
it  is  vested  with  the  ri^t  to  govern  the  peo- 
ple over  whom  it  acts.  If  the  people  dis- 
posed of  a  part  of  their  sovereignty  to  a 
certain  tiody  of  men,  they  made  a  grant  at  will, 
which  they  can  reeome  whenever  they  please. 
The  grant  to  a  certain  body  of  men  of  exdnsive 
legiuativia,  Jndioial,  and  executive  power,  is  a 
grant  at  wifi,  aecording  to  our  I>edarati(m  <jt 
Independanoe.  The  power  tiiat  gives  the 
sovereign^  can  take  it  back;  but  where 
several  Stetes  oonoor  to  grant  a  soverdgnty 
for  the  common  benefit,  two  or  three  of  the 
parties  cannot  withdraw  it  without  the  assent 
of  the  whole.  He  did  not  care  whether  the 
Stetes  or  the  people  made  tbe  grant. 

The  ttiquiry  whether  the  States  or  the 
people  made  tiie  grant  is  entirely  bedde  the 
question.  Sappoee  Great  Britain  made  the 
constitution  for  us.  The  question  would  be, 
what  is  it !  Does  it  vest  in  the  United  Stetes 
sovereign  powers,  whether  expresdy,  or  by 
impUoationi  Thatthepowers^ven  by  thecon- 
stitotion  are  sorerdgn,  there  is  donlrt.  The 
powers  to  make  peace  and  war,  to  coin  money, 
/fee,  are  attribates  of  sovereignty.  Two  ur 
more  States  may  {^vnt  to  a  cconmon  Govern- 
ment all  their  legislative,  jodidal,  and  execm- 
tive  powers.  Thu  iroola  be  a  grant  of  their 
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vhole  weragntf.  Oonsequently,  they  n^ht 
grant  oertaiu  defined  poweny  and  this 
woidd  he  a  grant  of  a  portion  of  tiieir 
Bovereignt^.  Those  prindples  by  no  means 
admit  ue  inference  that  the  people  of  a  State 
may  reserve  federal  sovereignty.  Two  or  more 
States,  then,  as  they  have  me  power,  may  vest 
in  the  common  Government  the  right  to  deSne  its 
own  limits.  He  woold  admit  that  where  the 
m^ori^  of  the  people  could  decide,  the  Oovern- 
ment  would  become  consolidated.  Bat  that 
consolidation,  in  this  case,  woold  resolt  in 
despotism,  he  would  not  admit.   The  federal 

Eowen  BO  far  from  tending  to  ecmsolidation, 
the  popular  power  to  <£e6k. 
Iliifl  was  a  most  happy  ftsme  of  <jk>vem- 
ment.  The  popular  power  held  the  federal 
power  in  check,  and  the  federal  power  cheeked 
the  popular  power.  He  need  not  go  beyond 
these  walls  for  an  illostration  oi  this  position. 
Can  the  m^ority  of  the  people  of  the  Umted 
States,  withoat  the  concurrence  of  the  States, 
as  States,  carry  a  measure  ?  OerttUnly  not. 
Look  at  the  faots  of  the  case.  He  would  illus- 
trate it  by  a  few  examples.  Fourteen  St^es 
of  ^is  Union,  in  popolation  a  little  above  one- 
fourth  of  the  whole  popuIaUoi  of  the  United 
States,  can  defeat  haj  measure  of  the  Honse  of 
BepresentatiTes.  Thirteen  States  in  populft' 
tion  somewhat  below  a  fourth  of  the  whole 
population  of  the  United  States,  or  even 
tw^re  States  with  a  population  but  a  little 
above  one-tliird  of  tiie  whole,  may  defeat  any 
federal  law.  How,  then,  can  the  popular 
branch  carry  any  measure  they  please,  and 
produce  a  consolidation  of  power?  But  this 
was  not  all.  Tliirteen  States  could  always 
check  the  whole  popular  power  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  judges,  for  the  judges  were  created 
by  the  federative  power.  The  States,  too,  were 
represented  in  the  electoral  colleges.  No 
Govemmoit  under  heaven  was  so  o^>able  as 
tiiia  is  of  protecting  the  lights  vi  tiie  minority. 
V  each  Stale  had  an  equal  vote,  the  Govern- 
ment would  he  merely  federative;  and  If  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives  had  all  the  legisla- 
tive power,  the  Government  would  be  consoli- 
dated; but  it  was  neither  federative  nor 
consolidated.  The  federative  in  the  Senate, 
and  the  popular  power  in  the  House,  checked 
each  other,  and  there  was  a  tiiird  compound 
power  in  the  Executive  which  checked  both. 
Never  was  power  in  any  Government  so  well 
Iwlanoed.  Yet  we  are  told  that  we  must  go 
beyond  tiiis  power,  to  ascertain  whether  State 
rights  have  been  violated  here  or  not. 

Haviiw  shown  that  the  States  oonld  form 
just  saon  a  Oovemment  as  we  have^  the  next 
question  was,  did  they  design  to  form  it  ?  If 
they  did  not,  then  they  deceived  the  people, 
or  the  people  deceived  themselves.  What 
was  the  old  confederation  called?  "A  league 
of  perpetual  union, ^'  not  a  Government.  The 
constitution  was  called  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States ;  that  is,  a  oonstitation  ot  Govern- 
ment Eaoh  State^  under  the  dd  cwifoderation, 


retdned  its  sovereignty,  f^^om,  and  indep^- 
ence;  ^d  every  power,  jurisdiction,  and 
H(^t,  which  is  not  by  the  confederation 
expressly  ddegated  to  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled.  Under  the  constitution, 
Uie  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States 
by  tne  constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the 
States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  respectively, 
or  to  the  people.  The  old  confederation  had 
legislative  but  not  executive  and  Jn^<ual 
power.  He  appealed  to  genti^iien  to  say 
whether  tiie  constitution  was  formed  fbr  any 
otiier  purpose  but  to  create  a  sovereign  power. 
It  bettowed  on  the  General  Government  all 
the  attributes  of  sovereignty,  and  it  begius, 
"  We,  the  people  of  the  United  States,  in  order 
to  form  a  more  perfect  Union,"  Ac. 

Mr.  H.  then  compared  the  Oonstitution  of  the 
Umted  States,  with  that  of  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  to  show  that,  in  titi^  and  in  the 
causes  conferring  judicial,  executive,  and  legis- 
lative power,  they  tiore  a  strong  resemblance, 
and  had  the  same  object  in  view — ^the  creation 
of  a  sovereignty.  In  each  case,  the  framers 
seem.ed  to  think  they  were  doing  the  same  sort 
of  business  ;  making  a  oompnlaory  power  for 
the  purpose  of  enforcing  obedience  to  tiie  ooa- 
rtitution.  Was  it  to  be  b^ieved  that  the  State 
(XHistittttions  wwe  to  be  eniwoed,  and  the  fiidflnl 
oonstitution  to  be  observed  or  not,  at  pleaanre  ( 
The  constitution  of  South  Carolina  is  the  Gov- 
ernment of  South  Carc^Una,  and  that  of  the 
United  States  is  the  Government  of  the  United 
States.  There  is  nothiug  in  the  Oonstitation  of 
the  United  States  which  authorizes  the  snppo* 
sition  that  laws  made  by  the  United  States  can 
be  resisted  by  any  other  power.  The  pre- 
sumption is,  tiiat  tiie  same  power  which  has 
le^alative  authority  has  also  the  authority  of  ad- 
judication ;  and  that  the  ssme  government 
that  makes  tiie  laws  can  alone  repeal  thnn ; 
and,  fitrther,  tluft  even  Ihe  some  bnnoh  of  the 
government  wMch  mafcee  uh  nnmake  a  law. 
unless  otherwise  provided  fm*.  In  tiie  case  m 
war  and  peace,  a  peace  may  be  made  by 
President  and  two-thirds  of  the  Senate,  thootdi, 
to  declare  war,  the  whcde  ooncnrretit  l^slative 
anthorit?  is  necessary.  Ordinarily,  the  power 
that  makes  is  tiie  only  power  that  can  repeal  a 
law.  Would  it  not  be  an  anomaly  in  legisla- 
tion, if  one  power  could  make  a  law,  and  a  por- 
tion of  that  power  repeal  it  I  South  Carolina 
is  but  one  of  the  family,  but  seeks  to  control 
the  whole.  Like  tiie  old  lady  in  Dr.  Franklin's 
story,  she  does  not  know  how  it  happens  that, 
in  dl  the  family  quarrels,  she  is  always  right 
and  the  rest  are  uways  wrong.  We  have  a 
Le^slatore,  an  ExecQtive,  and  a  Supremo 
Court;  all  czenuring  supreme  anthority.  If 
we  had  need  of  more  positive  proof  that  these 
powers  are  supreme,  we  have  it  in  the  fact  that 
idl  State  officers  are  sworn  to  support  them,  and 
the  State  judges  are  Itonnd  thereby,  in  contra- 
vention of  State  laws  and  constitutions.  Fvery 
Judge  in  Sooth  Carolina  must  swear  this,  not- 
withstuding  the  ordinance.    The  design  of 
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the  framers  of  the  conatitution  was  to  ma^e  a 
ootnmon  ■overeigaty,  as  we  find  by  looking 
back  to  thdr  oorreBpondenoe.  Under  the  con- 
fbderatifm,  the  Statea  were  jnitm,  and  there  was 
no  power  to  compel  a  refractory  State  to  obey 
the  laws  of  the  Union.  Their  whole  object 
was  to  get  this  compalsory  power.  Every  thing 
else  was  right,  except  the  meaiu  of  prote^ing 
the  common  interests. 

The  de«gn  of  the  great  founder  of  our  Oot- 
enmeut  was  apparent  from  a  letter  to  a  friend 
{n  Great  Britain,  in  which  he  says,  "  they  (the 
people)  see  the  necessity  of  a  general  control- 
ung  power,  and  are  addressing  their  respective 
Anembliea  to  grant  it  to  Congress."  Again  he 
njs  "  I  do  not  see  that  we  oaa  long  exist  as  a 
nuon,  withont  lodging  somewhere  a  power 
vhidi  will  parade  Uie  whole  Union,  in  aa  en- 
osetio  A  manner  as  the  autiuMrity  of  tiie  State 
QomamttitB  extends  over  the  several  States." 
"We  see  that  he  believed  this  oontrolUng  power 
to  be  essential  to  the  preservaUon  of  our  inde- 
pendence. 

Having  considered,  oontinned  Mr.  H., whether 
this  power  could  be  and  was  intended  to  be 
granted,  it  remained  with  him  to  inqaire  next, 
whether,  in  fact,  it  was  granted.  This  was  a 
oonstitiUtonal  Government,  and,  therefore,  it 
was  sovereign  as  fta"  as  to  all  powers  delegated 
to  it.  This  was  the  general  nnderstanding  of 
tfaepet^le;  and  the  idea  erf  nnlliflcafion  aiSre-. 
aernd  rights  was  almost  ernywhere  ridiculed 
Ij  them.  In  a  TemwBBee  newspi^  he  had 
seen  a  story  which  he  wvnM  relate.  A  law  of 
tiiat  State  respecting  marriage,  reqaired  the 
publication  of  the  banns  some  time  previoos  to 
the  marriage.  The  time  appeared,  too,  very 
long  to  one  individual,  and  he  determined  to  op- 
pose the  law  and  set  himsdf  down  on  his  re- 
served rights.  The  law  did  not  prohibit  mar- 
riage, which  would  be  flatly  nnconstitntlona],bnt 
it  ddayed  it,  and  therefore  was  in  a  measore 
nnconstitntional.  He  accordingly  nnllified  and 
disobeyed  the  law.  If  we  refer  to  the  powers 
granted  to  the  Federal  Government,  we  si  laUbe 
aa^ifled  that  they  have  all  the  essential  attri- 
butes of  sorerdgnfy :  they  were  the  powers  of 
taxBlaon,  war,  toeaties,  coin,  commeroe,  domain, 
allMcianee,  (viz.  treason,)  and  natoraliz^icm. 

what  attribute  of  sovereignty  was  more 
essential  than  the  right,  in  some  manner,  to 
drtermine  delinildvely  and  efieotoally  its  own 
limits  f  The  Senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Bibb) 
sud,  as  he  understood  him,  (he  was  sorry  that 
he  was  not  present  to  say  wbetlier  correctly  or 
not,)  that  the  Supreme  Court  conid  judge  only 
in  Judicial  cases,  and  not  in  political  cases.  But 
were  not  controversies  between  States  political 
cssest 

The  Jndioal  power  extends  to  all  cases  in  law, 
ariring,  &&,  and  the  oases  are  described ;  one 
ease  nientkmed  is  that  of  e<nitroversies  between 
States.  A  sovneign  State,  it  is  sud,  most  not 
be  drawn  to  the  feet  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment ;  bnt  in  a  case  inv<dvins  political  power, 
the  Supreme  Court  most  a^ndicate  upon  It 


[Sekate. 

What  cose  controverted  between  States  was  not 
a  political  case,  except  those  merely  of  mourn  and 
tuuml  Questions  arising  relative  to  forogn 
ambassadors  ar&  also  political  oases. 

The  power  might  be  humbling  to  the  pride 
of  the  States,  but  it  was  essential  to  the  General 
Government,  and  was  intended  to  be  given  by 
the  framers.  The  large  and  proud  Statea  might 
seek,  with  more  confiaence  than  the  smaller  and 
weaker  States,  to  destroy  this  power.  How 
would  Rhode  Island  and  Delaware  fare  if  the 
General  Government  could  not  protect  their 
rights  in  controversies  with  more  powerM 
neighbors!  He  should  think  that  no  small  State 
would  ever  consent  to  this  doctrine. 

No,  sir,  it  is  tiie  rock  of  their  pettiest  salvar* 
titm.  He  would  warn  them  to  clinff  to  it 
Whenever  the  judiciary  dionld  be  deprived  xi 
the  power  <tf  deciding  oontroverdes  between 
the  United  States  and  a  Stote,  the  great  States 
would  eat  up  the  little  ones ;  gentlemen  might 
depend  Dpon  it.  All  the  quarrels  between  the 
General  Government  and  the  United  States  had 
originated  with  the  large  States.  The  State  of 
Virginia,  in  1798,  pa^ed  her  famous  reaoln- 
tions,  going  a  great  length ;  a  little  too  far ; 
traveUing  in  the  road  of  nollification.  What 
did  Hassaobusetts  say  on  thatoccasion  f  [Here 
Ur.  H.  read  the  resolutions  passed  by  the  State 
of  Massachusetts  relating  to  the  proceedings  of 
Virginia.! 

PennsyiTania  had  a  dintnte  with  the  Gen- 
eral Government  on  the  anbrject  of  the  Olmrtead 
case.  Well,  Pennsylvania  is  a  large  State ;  she 
kicked  im  her  he^  and  there  was  an  applica- 
tion made  to  the  military  power.  Gen.  Bright, 

 with  his  ton  thMMad  mon, 

Ibrohod  ap  the  hill,  uid  then  mtKned  down  ■fdn." 

The  marshal  very  peaceably  executed  bis 
precepts.  Then  that  State  applied  to  the  other 
States,  saying  that  there  must  be  some  other 
tribunal  to  decide  cases  of  this  description, 
instead  of  the  federal  court.  Virginia  replied 
that  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  was  the 
oonst&tated  tribunal,  and  that  no  better  eotdd 
be  found.  How  did  Uassaohnsetts  act  during 
the  time  tbat  the  embargo  lav  was  in  force  I 
^e  was  for  deolari^  the  law  unoonstitutional, 
and  really  did  so.  Pennsiylvania  and  Vitipnia 
joined  in  that  opinion.  The  large  States  were 
always  troublesome  to  manage.  They  would 
wax  faint  and  kick. 

The  Senator  from  K^tuoky  (Mr.  Bibb)  had 
said  that  no  process  could  be  devised  to  compel 
a  sovereign  State  to  yield  to  the  judgment 
given  in  favor  of  another  sovereign  State.  He 
thought  he  was  lawyer  enough  to  devise  a  pro- 
cess to  make  Massachusetts  come  into  court 
and  answer  to  Bhode  Island.  [Here  Mr.  H. 
named  tiie  various  processes  that  would  be 
necessary  to  effect  that  object.]  Yes,  he  eoidd 
put  the  little  State  of  Rhode  Island  in  such  a 
position,  that,  if  Massachusetts  were  to  attempt 
to  disturb  her,  she  might  double  her  fist  and 
B^,  "  Tonoh  me  if  you  dare  1 "    In  (pvfaag 
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this  great  power,  he  admitted  there  is  much  dan- 
ger, bal;  not  so  mnofa  as  may  appear  at  fint  sight 
The  power  most  be  Tested  somewhere,  and 
where  elseoanit  beTestedf  If  we  give  any 
wer  at  all,  we  mast  give  as  mqch  as  is  given 
this  bill.  It  was  a  high-handed  power,  he 
admitted,  bnt  not  more  high-banded  than  the 
power  assamed  bjr  a  State  to  nullify  the  laws  of 
the  Federal  Qovemment.  Legislatire  power 
was  not  in  so  mach  danger  of  being  abased  as 
was  power  vested  in  the  hands  of  the  Execu- 
tive. This  bill  gave  to  the  Presideat  all  the 
power  which  the  oironmstanoes  exacted,  bnt  it 
gave  him  no  more.  He  was  never  too  mnoh 
disposed  to  give  power  to  a  Preaidrat,  and  to 
this  Freddent  he  would  not  give  it  qnite  so 
Bom  as  he  would  to  any  ot^.  The  remedy 
against  the  abase  of  power  was  here;  and  the 
oonstvnelioa  at  the  Goremment  itselt  The 
Hoose  of  RepresentaHves  is  only  elected  for  two 
Tears,  when  they  mast  be  aoconntable  to  their 
oonstitnents.  Senators  are  elected  for  six  year^ 
when  they  most  answer  to  their  States  for  the 
share  they  have  taken  in  the  federal  adn^nis- 
teation.  In  both  branches  there  is  an  equal 
responsibility  to  the  body  politic.  The  Preri- 
dent  himself  is  also  responsible  to  the  people, 
acting  throogh  their  representaUves ;  and  in 
oonseqnence  of  these  secnrities,  the  danger  of 
the  abuse  of  power  was  very  mnoh  diminished. 
After  all,  if  a  State  coDoeived  itself  to  be  ii^ured 
by  any  abase  of  power,  it  had  the  right  to  ap- 
peal to  the  good  sense  <tf  the  oommmilty,  and 
coold  KPPij  for  an  amendment  of  the  constitu- 
tion. Then,  after  that,  came  the  last  remedy — 
revoliition.  If  the  whole  people  were  so  de- 
praved, so  corrupt,  and  so  bent  on  oppression, 
that  there  was  no  hope  of  any  redress,  then  the 
only  remedy  was  revolution.  But  the  gentle- 
nun  from  Kentucky  had  put  an  extreme  case, 
a  case  which  was  not  even  to  be  snpposed ;  one 
which  the  framers  of  the  constitution  never  had 
contemplated :  but  stilL  if  such  case  ^onld  ever 
oooor,  thm  the  remedy  must  be  revolution. 
It  had  beea  said  there  waa  danger  to  be  i^^re- 
heuded  from  the  investment  of  tUa  power  in 
fbe  hands  of  the  Executive.  Bnt  it  appeared  to 
bim  that  when  the  gentlemen  who  made  this 
obsenrati(Hi  were  sd^ling  against  ^ving  the 
President  these  powers,  after  what  they  had 
done  in  former  instanoM,  they  va«  straining 
at  a  gnat  and  swallowing  a  camel. 

Suppose  that  the  Federal  Government  were 
to  penmt  South  Carolina  to  carry  her  point, 
ana  to  have  things  just  as  she  desired.  The 
prinoiple  being  extended  thus  far,  where  would 
the  Government  stop?  South  Oarolina,  he 
would  supDose,  bad  made  her  regulations  to 
admit  gooaa  into  her  pwts  without  the  w- 
mentw  doty.  In  reference  to  oommeroiai  ad- 
vantage, this  would  at  once  destroy  the  equality 
between  the  States.  South  Carolioa  womd  ex- 
olumvely  ei^joy  tlie  benefit  of  this  relation,  to 
the  injury  ^  (dl  the  others.  On  this  principle, 
any  State  m^y  nnlUQr  the  laws  of  the  Unum. 
Ck^oae  that  Khode  Idandjiad  sd(^ted  a  pro- 


viritm  that  no  law  <tf  the  United  States  which 
did  not  adovt  the  prindpleof  the  protective 
Bystem  should  be  considered  as  constitutional, 
on  the  ground  that  the  principle  of  proteotitm 
is  recognised  by  tiie  omstitution.  She  has  the 
same  right  as  South  Oarolina  to  adopt  nollifi* 
cation.  And  suppose  that  South  Card^ 
should  declare  that  no  law  should  be  ooostita- 
tional  which  adopted  the  principle  of  protection. 
These  conflicting  opinions  of  the  States  wonld 
place  tiie  Veitsnl  Government  in  a  positum 
where  its  action  is  sure  to  be  wrong. 

He  would  now  ask  what  had  been  the 
opinions  of  the  large  States  as  to  the  powers  (tf 
the  General  Government  f  At  the  very  first 
session  of  tiie  first  Oongress  this  power  waa 
aasomed  in  tiie  great  Judiciary  UU  fbr  a  final 
detemunatkm  of  all  queatiMia  between  tiie 
United  States  and  a  State.  The  S6th  seetion 
d  that  bill  bad  been  a  standing  law  throng 
all  the  diffisrent  administraticms  of  the  Qevem- 
ment.  It  was  passed  in  the  Senate  by  a  vote 
of  14  to  6— ^nth  Carolina  voting  unanimously 
in  its  &vor ;  and  it  passed  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives without  a  division.  No  attempt  was 
made  daring  the  whole  discusrion  of  that  bill 
to  strike  out  tiie  26th  section  of  it,  which  has 
been  a  standitw  law  ever  since.  It  was  can.- 
sidered  as  tJ^e  sheet  anchor  of  the  constitution, 
that  which  was  to  hold  us  together  eventaally 
through  aU  the  storms  of  politics  which  mij^t 
occur.  Virginia,  Pennsylvania,  and  Haaaatfu- 
setts  filled  in  their  powwfal  attempts  to  rerist 
the  oonstitutionatity  (^thls  section.  Why  had 
not  the  section  been  repealed,  if  it  was  so  nn- 
constitntionsJ  1  Congress  dared  not  repeal  it, 
for  the  repeal  of  that  section  would  break  up 
the  Union. 

It  had  bem  asked  what  was  the  necessity  for 
this  billf  What  had  South  Carolina  donet 
He  could  only  answer  that  she  had  done  this, 
she  had  Aoae  nothing  more  than  to  repeal  our 
laws,  and  to  make  it  ni^y  criminal  to  execnto 
them.  She  had  repealed  tiiem  in  many  points, 
as  he  showed  by  a  reference  to  her  acts,  and 
she  had  also  done  a  ftw  lother  tiUngs.  Shehad 
raised  an  army  to  carry  on  a  contest  against  the 
United  SUtes.  This  was  easily  shown.  She 
had  raised  an  army  to  enforce  uie  execution  of 
her  own  laws,  which  have  repealed  the  laws  of 
the  United  States;  and,  in  doing  this,  had  she 
not  rused  an  army  to  carry  on  a  contest  with 
the  United  States !  It  was  a  direct  aggression. 
He  would  adapt  the  law  predaely  to  meet  the 
case.  The  State  of  South  Oarolina  would  have 
no  good  reason  to  compMn  if  the  penalties  pre- 
scribed by  the  laws  of  the  United  States  for 
violating  their  laws  were  no  greater  than  those 
wUoh  she  has  enacted  for  a  vidlatitm  at  hen. 
There  could  be  no  great  crusty  in  this  oooiae^ 
Xr.  H.  then  read  the  fines  and  penalties  im- 
poeed  by  the  acts  of  Sontb  OaroUna.  He 
stated  that  the  General  Government  was,  by 
the  provisions  of  these  laws,  placed  in  a  ritua- 
tion  where  she  was  obliged  to  I<|[iBlate  so  as  to 
meet  the  whole  case. 
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'WsDniBDAT,  Febnuuy  6. 
PrtntUntial  EUetvm—CovMtiag  of  Voie$. 
Mr.  Gbuhdt,  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed to  ascertain  and  report  the  mode  of  ex- 
amining the  votes  for  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  TJnited  States,  reported  a  resoln- 
tion,  fixing  on  Vednesdqjr  next  as  the  day  for 
ooonting  the  votes,  when  the  Senate  will  attend 
the  House  for  the  pnrpose  erf  witnessing  the 
ttuuninatioD  of  the  Votes.  The  hoar  ^)p<nnted 
fin- the  proceedings  is  1  o'clock  Theremtotion 
wasagraedto: 

JSmntM  OoUection  Silk 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  oonsid«r  the  bill 
to  provide  ftirther  fox  the  eoUeotion  of  tha 
duties  on  imports. 

ICr.  Ttu»  said :  I  now  oomft  to  the  moat 
impOTtant  part  ot  the  work  which  I  have  to 
perfimn.  1  shall  now  proceed  to  toach  the 
rail  itself;  and  I  propose  to  dissect  its  provisions 
and  expose  its  enormities.  He  would  take  the 
bill  np  by  sections,  because  he  believed  that  the 
work  had  not  yet  been  dune,  and  he  desired 
that  the  Senate  shonld  be  fully  advised  of  the 
disaaoter  of  the  bill  before  thi^  enacted  it  into 
s  law.  Be  r^arded  it  as  the  first  ftidt  of  the 
doctrines  he  had  combated. 

I  otject  to  the  first  section,  beoanse  it  confers 
oo  the  President  the  power  of  do^g  old  ports 
of  entry  and  estabUsbing  new  ones.  It  has 
been  rightly  said  by  the  genttonuui  from  Een- 
tocky  (Mr.  Bi  bb)  that  this  was  a  pnmhient  cause 
whidi  led  to  the  revolation.  The  Boston  port 
bill,  which  removed  the  onstom-hoose  from 
Boston  to  Salem,  first  ronsed  the  people  to  re- 
riatanoe.  To  guard  against  this  very  abuse,  tiie 
otMistitatioQ  had  confided  to  Congress  the  pow^ 
to  regulate  oonunerce;  the  establishment  of 
porta  of  entry  formed  a  material  part  of  this 
power,  and  one  which  required  legislative 
enactment  Now  I  deny  that  Congress  can 
dqratixe  its  l^psloUve  powers.  If  it  may  one, 
it  may  all ;  and  thos,  a  majority  here  can,  at 
fiuir  pleasore,  change  the  very  character  of  Uie 
Oownment,  The  Pnddent  mi^t  come  to  be 
favested  with  anthori<7  to  make  all  laws  which 
bis  discretion  might  dictate.  It  is  vdn  to 
teU  me  (sud  Mr.  T,}  that  I  imagine  a  case 
which  will  never  exist  I  tell  yon,  sir,  that 
power  is  omnnlative,  and  that  patronage  b^ts 
power.  The  reasoniti^  is  unanswerable.  If 
yoo  can  part  vrith  your  power  in  one  instance, 
yoQ  may  in  another  and  another.  Ton  may 
ocmfer  upon  the  President  the  right  to  declare 
war;  and  this  very  provision  may  fairly  be 
oonridered  as  investing  him  with  aathority  to 
make  war  at  bis  mere  will  and  pleasare  on 
tities,  towns,  and  villages.  The  proeperi^  of 
a  dty  depends  on  the  poadon  of  its  oastmi-house 
and  port  of  entry.  Take  the  case  of  Norfolk, 
Bidbmond,  and  Fredericksbnrg,  in  my  own 
State;  who  doabts  but  that  to  remove  the 
eostran-honse  from  Norfolk  to  Old  Point  Com- 
fKt,  of  Btchmoad  to  the  moutii  of  tiie  Cfait^A* 
boD^y,  or  of  Frederidcsbnis  to  Taj^nhannock 

Touxn^ 


or  Urbanna,  would  utterly  annihilate  those 
towns?  I  have  no  tongue  to  express  my  sense  of 
the  probable  iqjnstioe  (Hf  the  measure.  Sir,  it  in- 
vidvce  the  innooent  with  the  guilty.  Take  the 
ease  tiS  Charleston :  what  if  ninety-nine  mer- 
chants ware  ready  and  willing  to  comp^  with 
your  revenue  laws,  and  that  but  one  man  could 
be  found  to  resist  them ;  would  yon  run  the 
hazard  of  destroying  the  ninety-nine  in  order  to 
pnni^  one  !  Trade  is  a  delicate  subject  to 
touch ;  once  divert  it  out  of  its  regular  chan- 
nels, and  nothing  is  more  difficult  than  to  restore 
it  This  measure  may  involve  the  aetnal 
property  of  every  man,  woman,  and  child  in 
Chat  city ;  and  tbu^  too,  when  you  have  a  re- 
dundancy of  millions  in  your  treasury,  and 
whui  so  interest  can  sustain  iiyuiy  by  aw;^ting 
the  aotnal  oecunrenoe  of  a  ease  of  resistanoe  to 
yonr  laws,  before  yon  wonld  have  an  opportn- 
nity  to  lef^slate. 

Again :  "  All  duties,  imposts,  and  excises  i 
shall  be  uniform  throughout  tiieUnitedStateet"  | 
and  yet  this  section  invests  the  President  with 
aathority  to  exact  cash  duties  at  one  place, 
while  the  credit  system  prevuls  at  another. 
These  extraordinary  powers  were  to  be  exer- 
cised, not  only  to  put  down  unlawful  combina- 
tions, but  whenever  there  were  any  "-unlaw- 
ful threats.'*  Now  I  wish  to  know,  for  I  am 
much  attached  to  a  distinct  and  definite  phrase- 
okjgy,  what  would  be  considered  as  conatitutii^ 
nnlawfril  tiireatsV  If  one  of  the  Goremment 
inspectors  should  chance  to  be  abused  by  a 
drunken  blackguard  in  the  streets,  was  tliat  to 
be  deemed  an  ntdawful  threat,"  which  would 
invest  the  Prendent  with  anthority  to  call  the 
military  into  requisition  i  Every  power  is  sur- 
rendered ;  and  the  discretion  of  tiie  Preddent 
is  the  only  rule  for  his  government. 

But  this  is  not  all  He  is  further  empowered 
to  employ  the  land  and  naval  forces  to  pot 
down  all  *'  aiders  and  abettors."  How  far 
will  this  aathority  extend  i  Suppose  the  L^fis- 
latnre  of  Soath  Oardina  ^omd  happen  to  be 
in  sesdon:  I  will  not  blink  the  question; 
suppose  the  Le^^Uture  to  be  in  session  at 
the  time  of  any  distnrbance,  passing  laws 
in  fartherance  of  the  ordinance  which  has 
been  adopted  by  the  convention  of  that 
State:  might  they  not  be  considered  by  the 
President  aa  aiders  and  abettors!  The  Presi- 
dent might  not,  perhaps,  march  at  the  head  of 
his  troops,  with  a  flourish  of  dmms  and  trum- 
pets, and  with  bayonets  fixed,  into  the  state- 
house  yard  at  Columbia ;  but,  if  he  did  so,  he 
would  find  a  precedent  for  it  in  English  history.* 
So,  also,  Governor  Hayne  would  be  in  some 
danger ;  and  any  judge  or  Juror,  who  should 
dare  to  justify  tiie  popular  moventent  by  any 
judgment  or  verdict  against  the  tariff  laws, 
would  run  the  hazard  of  being  sappresse^ 
But,  sir,  the  thing  might  not  even  stop  berfr 
J£y  own  State  naa  never  failed  to  denonnoe 


•  "CohMwI  Friday  p«i|a,"  n  It  WW  oIM,  In  ths  tlu  of 
(Him  CmairaU. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ABBIDaHSNT  OF  THE 


these  tariff  laws  as  nojiut  and  tmeonBtitational ; 
and,  ioasDiQcfa  as  alT  sach  denanciations  have  a 
tendency  to  excite  tbe  public  mind,  it  might 
fall  nnder  the  appellation  of  "  aiders  and  aMt- 
tors."  I,  too,  sir,  have  followed  the  example  of 
Virglaia  in  opporiUbn  to  the  protective  policy, 
and  it  may  be  my  fate  to  be  ptmished  nnder  the 
first  section  of  this  bill— I  say  the  finit  section. 

I  have  all  proper  confidence  in  the  President, 
bnt  I  have  an  instinctive  ahhorrence  to  confid- 
ing extravagant  powers  in  the  hands  of  any 
one  man.  If  tbey  should  be  nsed  by  the  present 
President  with  a  proper  discretion,  and  for  tlie 
common  good,  if  onr  institnticHiB  sboidd  ooma 
safely  ont  of  his  hands,  yet  tha  precedent  wonld 
be  left  on  the  statate  book,  and  other  Presidents 
mi^t  not  nse  the  power  so  beneficially.  Rome 
was  perfectly  Mfe  when  she  called  Cincinnatus 
fVom  the  plough  and  clothed  him  with  dictato- 
rial authority ;  but  she  had  oanse  long  to  bewail 
tbe  dictatorship  of  Bylla  aad  Oaiua  Karius.  I 
therefore  say  nay  to  this  grant  of  powers.  I 
care  not  what  may  be  the  character  of  the  Chief 
Magistrate;  how  high  bis  public  worth  may 
be  rated ;  or  how  great  ai^  splendid  may  have 
been  hie  services  to  his  country :  I  will  not  in- 
trust sneh  powers  In  his  hands.  I  wonld  not 
even  have  oonfided  them  to  him  who  was  prop- 
erly called  JPatria  I^Ur. 

The  second  section  eztmds  the  powers  of  the 
United  States  courts  over  a  portion  of  the  ciim- 
faial  jurisdiction  now  belon^ng  to  the  State 
conrts  exclusively.  Let  me  state  a  case.  If  an 
officer  of  the  customs  shall  dilfer,  in  r^ard  to 
any  matter  appertuning  to  his  duties,  with  any 
citizen  of  Richmond,  or  any  otlier  place,  and  a 
quarrel  should  thereupon  arise,  and  the  custom- 
nonsb  officer  shatl  beat  and  maltreat  sifch  citi- 
zen, no  redress  for  the  iinory  can  be  obtained 
in  the  State  courts,  and  the  action  lor  damages 
can  alone  be  bnnight  in  the  federal  conrts. 
Nay,  ur,  if  the  revenue  offlber  commit  murder, 
oold-blooded  murder,  he  is  triable  for  the  same 
only  before  the  United  States  court,  maugre  the 
laws  of  Virginia,  which  prescribe  the  punish- 
ment for  the  offence,  and  the  mode  of  trial. 
Thus  rescuing  the  citizen  from  responsibility  to 
the  tribunals  of  the  State  <tf  whicbheisacitizw, 
and  overturning  naages  which  have  existed 
through  all  time. 

The  well-known  uid  established  legal  means 
of  proceeding  in  the  State  conrts  are,  by  this 
section,  also  abrogated,  by  preventina  writs  of 
replevin,  detinue,  or  trover,  or  attachments  in 
equity,  where  the  subject  d  the  suit  may  be  in 
tine  hands  of  any  officer  of  the  United.  States, 
no  matter  how  aoqaired.  Can  it  be  the  de^Aga 
of  the  Senate,  by  a  law  applicable  to  every 
State  in  tlic  Union,  to  deprive  the  State  conrts 
of  the  jiirisOiction  they  nave  enjoyed,  ab  urfts 
eondita,  to  the  decided  profit  and  convenience 
of  the  citizens  of  the  country  t 

The  third  section  carries  out  tbe  second,  and 
fhmishes  an  instance  of  practical  nulliQcatioa 
every  way  equal  to  the  South  Gortdina  ordi- 
nance. It  presents  the  idngDlar  apeotade  of  the 
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translation  of  a  cause  ad  alivd  examen  ;  while 
the  record,  the  only  evidence  of  the  existenoe 
of  SQch  a  case,  is  left  behind.  It  requires  an 
act  to  be  done  by  "  a  court,"  and  yet  dedares 
that  this  very  act  is  to  be  deemed  and  taken 
as  done,  when  the  petition  for  its*  performance 
is  left  in  the  office  of  tbe  clerk  of  the  court. 
Further,  after  the  suit  is  removed  by  tbe  defend- 
ant, by  the  mere  deposite  of  his  petition  for 
removed,  without  notice  to  tiie  plainti^  the 
plaintiff  is  required  to  proceed  de  novo  ;  and  if 
he  does  not  comply  with  tJUs  unknown  order, 
a  judgi^ent  of  nonprot.  is  to  be  entered  against 
him,  with  costs.  Now,  rir,  I  beg  to  know  what 
the  pluntiff  has  done  to  merit  ful  this.  He  has 
bron^t  a  proper  suit  in  a  proper  oonrt,  against 
a  proper  defendant,  which  suit  tbe  defuidant 
may  or  may  not  remove  at  his  own  pleasure : 
and  yet  the  plaintiff  is  to  be  burdened  with  all 
the  costs,  in  any  event,  which  may  have  been 
incurred  in  the  State  court ;  nor  is  the  defend- 
ant required  to  give  bond  to  answer  costs  and 
damages,  not  even  the  additumal  ooats  to  which 
the  plaintiff  may  be  liable. 

I  pass  over  the  fourth  section,  and  proceed  to 
the  fifth.  This  proviuon  inspires  all  the  offioers 
of  the  Gorenunfflit,  and  all  uie  "  State  antiuvi- 
ties,"  team  tbe  Governor  down  to  the  oonstable^ 
with  the  spirit  of  prophecy.  Formerly,  that 
was  a  spirit  whidi  visited  the  world  at  in- 
tervals "  wide  and  far  between."  It  was  tiiat 
spirit  which  "tooched  Isaiah's  holy  lips  with 
fire,"  and  had  its  origin,  not  in  parliaments  or 
legislative  assemblies,  but  in  a  much  higher 
source.  But  this  section  converts  every  petty 
offioer  into  a  prophet,  and  endows  him  with 
the  faculty  of  foretelling  coming  events.  Mr. 
T.  then  referred  to  the  language  of  the  bill, 
which  empowers  the  President  to  call  out  the 
military  and  naval  force,  when  he  shall  be 
informed  that  the  laws  will,  in  any  event,  be 
obsbuoted.  If  the  Frendent  was  informed  that 
the  laws  wUl  be  obstructed,  these  coming  events 
are  to  be  arrested  by  the  interjKMition  of  Execu- 
tive power.  How  would  this  work  ?  No,  I 
will  not  say  how  would,  but  how  might  it  work  t 
A  judge — DO,  a  cwsteble,  picks  up  an  anony- 
mous letter,  or  a  general  order,  such  as  had 
been  exhibited  here  in  this  debate,  in  which 
there  was  a  great  talk  about  a  military  force — a 
8teaml>oat  had  lowered  the  flag  of  the  United 
States  b^-mast,  and  raised  above  it  a  tri-colored 
ensign ;  he  communicates  these  ominous  facts, 
dovetuled  with  such  oommente  and  rumors  as 
his  fears  may  have  created,  or  idle  gossip  con- 
jured up,  and  the  President  adopts  the  oonoln- 
rion  that  the  revenue  laws  will  be  Pointed,  and 
issues  his  proclamation  accordingly.  Yet,  after 
all,  it  may  turn  out  that  this  informant  has  beoi 
frightened  with  shadows,  and  shadows  would 
have  more  effect  upon  one  of  these  officers  than 
ten  thousand  men  armed  in  proof  wonld  have 
upon  tbe  President  himself.  Take  the  contro- 
versy now  pending  between  the  Stetes  of  New 
Tork  and  New  Jersey,  which  materially  affects 
the  interests  of  the  wXj  of  New  York ;  and  snp 
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pose  that  the  Sopreme  Conrt  deoides  agunst 
New  York,  and  iseaea  its  process  against  Got- 
ernor  Marcy ;  the  people  of  the  citj  are  rotised 
against  the  decision,  denoonce  ^e  Sapreme 
Court,  have  nnmeronslT-  attended  meetings 
in  iht&r  City  Hall,  and  parade  their  streets 
ht  a  tAreatening  attltnde.  What  is  to  be 
done  T  The  marshal  makes  no  effort  to  execnte 
the  proees^  bat  reports  to  the  President  that 
the  laws  wUl  be  resisted.  A  proclamation  is 
therenpon  issned ;  the  militarj  is  ordered  oat ; 
and  a  collision  may  or  may  not  be  broaght  on, 
as  the  feeling  or  policy  of  the  hoar  shall  pre- 

The  sixth  section  of  the  bill  he  viewed  aa  a 
Botany  Bay  law.  It  was  in  fact  a  Botany  Bay 
law,  with  one  exception,  that  the  law  in  Eng- 
land requires  conviction  before  transportation ; 
by  thi^  transportation  precedes  conviction, 
lliere^  a  place  u  derignated  to  which  the  eon- 
Tict  may  oe  transported ;  here,  to  saoh  conve- 
nient place  as  the  jadge  and  marshal  shall  ap- 
point. The  marshal  is  also  aathorized  to  make 
**snch  other  provision,"  for  the  safe  keeping 
of  prisoner,  I  presome  is  meant,  as  he  may 
deem  "  necessary  and  expedient."  Snppose  a 
man  to  bo  arrested  for  a  debt  dae  the  United 
States ;  the  jails  are  closed  against  his  reception, 
and  the  marshal  is  to  carry  him  to  some  con- 
Tenient  place ;  is  he  not  completely  in  the  power 
of  the  officer  i  and  may  he  not  drag  him  away, 
far  from  his  fHends,  to  any  place  he  may  please, 
and,  nnder  the  anthori^  to  do  whatever  he 
may  deem  "  neoesaary  andexpedient,"  pat  chuna 
upon  his  limbs,  oast  him  into  a  Ioa«is(nne  don- 
goon,  and  carry  falm  to  the  end  of  the  ewthl 
Jb  there  any  thing  in'the  section  which  limits 
his  diBcretion  to  the  State  wherein  the  party 
may  be  arrested  ?  If  sach  was  the  intention, 
why  not  so  have  stud  t  When  the  liberty  and 
rights  of  the  people  are  concerned,  why  leave 
that  ancertain  which  may  so  readily  be  rendered 
certiun  ?  The  absence  of  all  such  limitation  on 
the  discretion  of  the  officer,  as  the  section  now 
stands,  raises  the  implication  that  no  sach  re- 
striction is  designed.  It  may  be  said  that  the 
jndge  and  manhal  may  be  well  trusted.  It 
may  or  may  not  be  so.  Bat  there  oan  be  no 
necessity  for  extending  a  power  vhioh  may  be 
abased,  when  the  abase  may  so  e^ly  be  limited 
and  reatnuned. 

There  was  no  ambiguity  aboat  this  measure. 
The  prophecy  had  already  gone  forth ;  the 
President  has  said  that  the  laws  will  be  ob- 
stmoted.  The  President  had  not  only  foretold 
the  coming  diffionlties,  but  he  hod  also  assem- 
bled an  army.  The  city  of  Charleston,  if  report 
spoke  true,  was  now  a  beleaguered  city ;  the  can- 
non of  Fort  Pinckney  are  pointing  at  it ;  and 
althongh  they  are  novr  quietly  sleeping,  they 
are  ready  to  open  their  thunders  whenever  tlie 
voice  of  authority  shall  give  the  command. 
And  shall  these  terrora  be  let  loose  heeanse 
Knne  one  man  may  reftue  to  pay  some  small  mod- 
Icam  of  rerenne,  which  Oongreaa,  the  day  after  it 
came  into  the  treasary,  might  vote  in  Batufiiotion 


of  some  nnfonnded  claim  f  Shall  we  set  so  small 
a  value  upon  the  lives  of  the  people )  Let  na 
at  least  w^t  to  see  the  coarse  of  measures.  We 
oan  never  be  too  tardy  in  commencing  the  wtak 
o£  blood.  Hay  we  not  indulge  the  expecta- 
tion that  Bontib  Owolina  will  have  aome  regard 
to  her  own  peace,  and  not  bring  matters  to  an 
issue  with  tmneoessary  predpitatioa  ?  I  hope 
that  a  voice,  which  has  gone  forth  from  Vir- 

finia.  will  arrest  her  attention.  Sir,  I  have 
eard  my  State  slightingly  called  the  Mediator 
State.  She  is  so,  and  I  rqoice  that  she  has  as- 
sumed that  office.  In  the  great  cause  of  union, 
I  trust  she  will  always  joyfolly  press  forwud, 
and,  addressing  herself  to  a  sist«'  State,  whose 
interests  are  nearly  identical  with  her  own,  I 
will  not  doubt  bat  that  her  mediation  will 
prove  Buccessfhl.  Then  scoff  at  her  who  may, 
she  will  have  {oesented  yon  the  olive  brandbu 
and  ftmished  new  canse  for  yonr  gratttnde  and 
affiwtjon. 

I  regret  that  the  course  adopted  here  has  not 
been  better  calculated  to  avoid  a  ruptnre.  I 
fear  me  that  what  has  been  done  has  been  but 
too  well  calculated  to  chafe  the  spirit  of  that 
honored  and  lofty  State,  An  army  had  been 
sent  thither,  instead  of  a  messenger  of  peace ; 
revenue  cutters  to  watch  her  commerce;  an 
artned  ship  riding  in  her  roadstead ;  and  &  proc- 
lamation issued  breathing  denunciation.  These 
'were  not  calculated  to  allay  excitement.  I 
think  a  better  course  might  have  been  adopted. 
If  the  President  had  rested  upon  hia  message  at 
the  opening  of  the  sesuon,  my  bdief  is  that  the 
tariff  wonld  have  been  rednced.  Bat  it  was 
in  the  natare  of  man  to  fight  for  money.  Some 
of  the  advocates  of  the  tariff  on  this  nde  of  the 
Potomao  were  ready  to  yield  a  portion ;  bat  I 
fear  that  to  others  the  temptation  of  high  profits 
is  too  strong  to  be  resisted,  more  especidly  when 
the  army  and  navy,  and  the  whole  military 
force,  is  to  be  employed  to  rivet  high  duties  on 
the  country.  An  honorable  exception  was 
found  in  Virginia.  All  classes  of  society  and 
all  interests  united  in  recommending  a  suitable 
modificaUon,  manufacturer  and  all,  so  far  as  the 
reaolntiona  of  the  Legislature  fomished  any 
eridenee  of  jpnblic  sentiment.  Bnt  it  is  a 
bad  mode  of  aettlii^  dispatee  to  make  sol- 
diers your  ambasttdors,  and  to  point  to  the  halter 
and  the  gallows  as  your  uUimaPum, 

Sir,  If  a  forei^  country  violates  her  trea^ 
stipulations,  spoliates  upon  your  commerce,  and 
lidds  yoar  friendship  as  nothing,  you  still  ne- 
gotiate ;  yon  resort  to  every  possible  expedient 
to  preserve  peace ;  yon  will  invest  the  President 
with  no  discreUonary  power  to  declare  war; 
but  if  a  State  braves  your  authority,  and  threat- 
ens to  set  yoar  laws  at  defiance,  you  pant  for 
the  contest  and  commit  to  the  hands  of  the 
President  unlimited  disoreUon ;  and  yet  what 
are  the  horrors  of  a  foreign,  compared  with 
those  of  an  intestine  war? 

If  the  minority  shall  pass  this  bilL  they  must 
do  it  on  their  own  responaibiUty ;  I  will  have 
no  pifrt  in  it.  When  gentlemen  Tecount  the 
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Uesdngs  of  noion ;  when  they  dwell  q^d  the 
put,  and  sketch  oat  in  blight  penpective  the 
nitnre,  they  awaken  in  my  breast  all  the  pride 
of  an  American ;  my  poise  beats  responsiTe  to 
theirs,  and  I  regard  onion,  next  to  freedom,  as 
the  greatest  of  blessings.  Yesi  wr,  "  the  Fed- 
eral Union  must  be  preserved."  Bat  how! 
'Will  yon  seek  to  preserve  it  by  foroe  1  Will 
yon  appease  the  angry  spirit  of  discord  by  an 
oblation  of  blood?  Sappose  that  the  proud 
and  haughty  spirit  of  South  Oarolina  sh^  not 
bend  to  yoor  high  edicts  in  token  of  fealty ; 
that  yon  make  war  upon  her,  hang  her  Gover- 
nor, her  Ic^isl^ra,  and  jndges,  as  traitors,  and 
reduce  faer  to  the  condition  m  a  conquered  prov- 
Inco-^ve  you  preserved  the  Uaion)  This 
TTnionconsistsoftwenty-fonr  States;  would  you 
have  preserved  the  XTnion  by  striking  ont  one 
of  the  States — one  of  the  old  thirteen?  Gen- 
Uemen  had  boasted  of  the  flag  of  our  conntty, 
with  its  thirteen  stars.  When  the  light  of  one 
of  these  stars  shall  have  been  extinguished,  will 
the  flag  wave  over  ns,  under  which  our  fathers 
fought  ?  If  we  are  to  go  on  striking  out  star 
after  star,  what  will  findly  remain  but  a  cen- 
tral and  a  burning  sun,  blighting  and  destooyii^ 
erery  germ  of  Uberty  f  liie  flag  which  I  wish 
to  wave  over  me,  is  that  wlkioh  floated  in 
triumph  at  Baratoga  and  Torktown.  It  bore 
upon  It  thirteen  States,  of  which  South  Carolina 
was  one.  Sir,  Uiere  is  a  great  difference  between 
preserving  union  and  preserving  Oovermnent ; 
the  Union  may  be  annihilated,  yet  GoTerunent 
preserved ;  but  under  such  a  Government  no 
man  ought  to  desire  to  live. 

His  mode  of  preserving  the  Union  was  by 
restoring  mutual  confidence  -and  affection 
amongst  the  members ;  b^  justice  and 

obeying  the  dictates  of  policy.  Ilie  President 
has  pointed  out  the  mode  in  his  opening  mes- 
sage. We  had  been  informed  that  there  was  an 
excess  of  |0,000^000  in  the  treaaniy.  I  would 
destroy  that  excess ;  yet  I  wonld  not  rashly  and 
rudely  lay  hands  on  the  manafaoturer,  if  I  had 
the  power  to  do  so.  While  giving  peace  to  one 
section,  I  would  not  produce  discord  in  another. 
It  would  be  to  accomplish  nothing,  to  appease 
discord  in  one  section  and  produce  It  in  another, 
^e  manufacturers  desire  tune;  give  them  time, 
ample  time.  If  they  would  come  down  to  the 
revenue  standard,  and  abandon  the  protective 
policy,  I  would  aUow  them  fiill  time.  I  present 
these  snggestions,  for  I  am  anxioua  to  see  this 
vexed  question  acUusted. 

It  had  been  said  that  it  would  not  do  to  offer 
terms  while  South  Oarolina  maintuned  a  men- 
adng  Bttitnde.  I  oonsder  this  view  altogether 
erroneous,  ^lall  not  imtice  be  done  to  tiie 
other  Southern  States!  They,  too,  complain 
loudly,  deeply,  of  tiie  (^iresslve  bnrdens  under 
whidii  they  labor  in  common  with  Sooth  Oaro- 
liniL  But,  regard  it  as  exclusively  a  South  Caro- 
lina question ;  what  prevents  you  fh)m  yielding 
to  her  wishes  ?  Pride,  alone,  stands  in  the  way 
— false  pride.  It  is  the  wont,  the  most  pemi- 
dons  of  counsellors.  Against  I  ts  infloenoe  Lord 
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Chatham  and  Edmund  Bnrke  raised  their  voicea 
in  the  British  Parliament ;  Irat  the  rfl>ly  was, 
that  it  wonld  not  do  to  make  terms  with  revolt- 
ed colonies;  and  a  besotted  ministry  lost  to 
the  English  crown  its  brightest  jewel.  It  is 
idle  to  talk  of  degrading  Government  by  yielding 
terms.  This  Government  is  strong — South 
Carolina  weak.  The  strong  man  may  grant 
terms  to  the  weak;  and,  by  so  doing,  give 
the  highest  evidence  of  magnanimity.  All  his- 
tory teems  with  instances  of  the  evUs  springing 
from  false  pride  in  GovenmientSL  Braued 
thrones,  dlsnwmbered  empires,  cmahed  repnb- 
lics;  tiieae  are  its  bitter  nrnits.  Let  ns  throw 
it  from  US,  and  try  the  eflBcacy  of  that  engine 
which  tyrtuits  never  use;  that  great  etSno 
which  would  save  Poland  to  BnssM,  Ireland  to 
England,  and  Sooth  Carolina,  not  as  a  province 
wiuk  her  palmetto  tndling  la  the  dust,  but  as  a 
free,  sovereign,  and  indepmdent  State,  to  tlua 
confederacy— ttie  engine  of  redress.  This  Is  my 
advice. 

But  my  advioe  is  disregarded ;  you  rush  on 
to  the  contest;  you  suwlne  South  Carolina; 
yon  drive  her  citizens  into  the  morasses,  where 
Marion  and  Sumpter  found  reftage;  yon  level 
her  towns  and  cities  in  the  dost;  yon  clothe 
her  daughters  in  mournings  and  make  help- 
less orphans  of  her  riung  tata :  where,  then, 
is  yoor  glory  t  Glory  comes  not  from  tiie  blood 
of  slangntered  brethren.  Gredons  God  t  is  it 
necessary  to  urge  such  considerations  on  an 
American  Senate  ?  Whither  has  the  genius  of 
America  fled.  We  have  had  darker  cwys  than 
the  present,  and  that  genius  has  saved  us.  Are 
we  to  satisfy  the  discontents  of  the  people  by 
force — by  shooting  some  and  bayoneting  others  ? 
Force  may  convert  freemen  into  t>laves ;  but, 
after  yon  have  made  them  slaves,  will  they 
look  with  complacency  on  their  chuns  ?  When 
yon  have  subdued  South  Carolina,  lowered  her 
proud  flag,  and  trampled  faer  freedtnn  in  the 
dust,  will  she  love  yon  for  the  kindness  yon 
have  shown  her  I  No;  she  will  despise  and 
hate  yon.  Poland  will  hate  Busna  until  she  is 
agun  free ;  and  so  would  it  be  with  South  Car- 
olina. I  wonld  that  X  had  but  moral  influence 
enough  to  save  my  country  in  this  hour  of  peril. 
If  I  know  myself,  I  would 'peril  all,  every  thing 
that  I  hold  most  dear,  if  I  could  be  the  means 
of  stilling  the  agitated  billows.  I  have  no  such 
power;  I  stand  here  manacled  in  a  minority, 
whose  efforts  can  avail  but  little.  You,  who 
are  the  minority,  have  the  destinies  of  the  coun- 
tiy  in  your  hands.  If  war  shall  grow  out 
(/this  measure,  yon  are  alone  responsible.  I 
will  wash  my  hands  of  the  business.  Bathw 
than  ^ve  my  aid,  I  would  surrender  my  station 
here,  for  I  aspire  not  to  imitate  the  rash  boy 
who  set  fire  to  the  Ephesian  dome.  No,  sir,  I 
will  lend  no  ud  to  the  passage  of  this  bill.  I 
had  almost  said  that  "  I  bad  rather  be  a  dog 
and  bay  the  moon  than  such  a  Koman."  I  wiU 
not  yet  dei^pair ;  Rome  had  her  Curtius,  Sparta 
her  Leosidas,  and  Athens  her  band  of  devoted 
patriots;  andshallltbeaaidtiuitthe  Amerioan 
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Senate  contaiuB  not  one  man  wbo  will  step  for- 
ward to  rescae  his  conn  try  in  tbls  her  momeat 
of  peril  t  Although  that  man  may  never  wear 
an  earthly  crown  or  sway  an  earthly  sceptre, 
etranai  fame  Bhall  wreathe  an  oTergreen  aroand 
hla  brow,  and  hia  name  shall  rani  with  those 
of  the  prondeat  patriots  of  the  pnmdert  oUmea. 

Ux.  OuTTOH,  ct  Delaware^  tbeo  tatAi  the 
floor,  and  mored  an  adjoormnent. 


Thubsdat,  Febraar^  7. 

Military  Orden, 

Mr.  FoDmEznm  ofiferad  tiie  following  raso- 
hitioa: 

SuUwad^  That  the  Preflideot  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Beute 
copes  of  the  orders  which  have  been  giTen  to  the 
comtDnndiDg  officer  of  the  milttarj  fbrces  assem- 
bled Is  and  near  to  the  city  of  <3iarieston,  Stmth 
Ckitdlna ;  and  abo  eoi^  of  the  orders  wbicb  bsTC 
been  giren  to  the  commander  of  the  naval  forces 
assembled  in  the  harbor  of  Charleston  ;  particu- 
ls>^  meh  orders,  if  any  such  have  been  pTen,  to 
least  the  constituted  aothoiities  of  the  State  of 
South  Gsxolbia,  wiUdn  the  chartered  limhi  of  said 
Stat*. 

SewKM  C^UeeUon  Bill. 

The  Senate  then  again  proceeded  to  the  bill 
making  farther  prpvulon  for  the  collection  of  the 
reroina. 

Mr,  Gu-noH  said:  If  the  meagore  proposed 
the  UU  ahonld,  as  is  allied,  drive  Sonth 
Oandina  to  open  aeoeeslon,  atiU,  mi:  X  bold  that 
State  aeoesriott  is  a  lees  evil  than  State  nnllifi- 
eation.  I  think  the  soundness  of  this  opinion 
k  earily  demonstrable.  If  the  latter  doctrine 
be  trinmphantly  established ;  if  it  be,  indeed, 
true  that  any  one  oi  these  States  can  constitu- 
tionally and  rightfully  decide,  in  the  last  re- 
sort, on  the  mode  and  measure  of  redress  for 
all  her  alleged  grievances ;  then,  is  South 
Carolina,  while  all  her  ports  are  open  for  the 
adnuaaitm  of  every  article  of  importatiou,  duty 
free,  still  within  the  pale  of  the  Union,  and  enti- 
tled to  participate  in  all  its  Uessiugs,  thoi^ 
die  refiue  to  share  in  any  of  its  burdens.  The 
wbcda  amonntc^  southern  exports,  estimated  at 
for^  miUioiis  annually,  may  be  exohaoged  for 
foreign  manofiactores  and  foreign  produce; 
and  by  virtue  of  this  ordinance  of  nnmfioation, 
the  exchanges  m^,  throo^  die  free  ports  of 
Cbaiieston,  Beatobrt,  and  Oen^etown,  be 
bushipped  coastwise,  and  fore^  upon  the  con- 
sumption of  tiie  whole  country,  in  defiance  of 
all  our  laws  for  the  colleotion  of  duties.  The 
immediate  effect  of  this  must  be  desolation  and 
ruin  to  as — desolation  and  ruin  so  certain  and 
so  speedy,  that  oar  southern  fellow-citizens 
would  find  us  a  pr^  hardly  worth  the  trouble 
of  fimher  porsut,  after  the  hqwe  of  five  or  ten 
years  from  the  period  when  such  a  system 
should  »  into  eflbettve  operation.  Throwing 
ootof  mr  the  destmotion  <tf  oar  mimnfiirtajcerB 
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and  mechanics  (the  immediate  consequence  of 
this  state  of  things),  I  ask,  what  have  we— to 
what  poarible  resources  can  we  apply — ^to  meet 
this  never-ending  drain  of  our  means  and  money 
to  pay  for  all  the  most  importaiU  neoesaariea 
of  life  thus  purchased  abroadt  In  a  fbw  yeara 
we  should  be  beggared  by  the  weration  of  such 
a  state  of  things,  and  soon  after,  where  the 
husbandman  now  ^oea  happily  to  hia  ploa^ 
and  the  mechanic  sings  chtmily  to  the  sound  of 
his  axe  or  bis  hammer,  the  country  would  be 
ra]ddly  deserted,  and,  in  a  few  more  fleeting 
years,  would  present  but  a  wild  and  melancholy 
waste,  a  lasting  monument  to  posterity  of  our 
own  folly  and  pusillanimity.  And  let  it  not  be 
overlooked  by  those  who  would  temporarily 
riot  in  the  profits  &us  drawn  from  the  hard 
hand  of  honest  Industry,  that  they  would  event- 
ually be  the  losers  by  their  own  avidity ;  far 
where  would  be  thdr  market  for  artieles  re- 
ceiTed  in  exdiange  for  thdr  Immense  surplus 
produce^  when  we  should  be  no  longer  able  to 
buy  themf  On  the  other  hand,  the  oonse- 

anences  <^  the  secession  of  South  OaroUna  from 
ae  Union,  thou^  that  would  be  an  evmt  deeply 
to  be  deplored,  while  the  memory  of  our  na- 
tional  glory  is  retained,  would  be  infinitely  to 
be  preferred  by  us  to  snch  a  condition  of  affairs. 
In  the  event  of  her  succeasfuUy  maintaining  her 
separate  independence,  we  should  subject  all 
her  prodaots,  and  all  her  exchanges  obtained 
for  them,  when  introduced  among  ns,  to  oar 
own  tariff;  and,  if  peace  did  uot  smile  upon  us 
as  it  heretofore  has.  we  should,  at  least,  by  the 
sacrifice  of  some  of  Hs  blesrings,  mMntaln  our 
independence  of  all  foreign  national  I  tell  the 
honorable  members  fnm  Carolina,  therefore^ 
that,  wbUe  seoesrion  has  its  terrors  for  me,  nul- 
Uflcation  presents  wm  still  greater  evtls  in 
perspective ;  that  I  have  been  driven  iu  sorrow 
to  that  task  of  calculating  the  value  of  this 
Union,  which  I  once  suppoeed  I  could  never 
learn,  and  which  I  still  think  no  man  can  learn, 
while  the  constitution  stands  unimpaired  by 
misconstruction,  and  that  I  cannot  be  deterred 
from  the  support  of  this  bill,  whose  only  ol^eot  is 
to  countervail  the  effects  of  their  State  ordibaQoe 
and  State  legislation,  by  the  threat  of  disunicm 
as  a  necessary  consequence  of  its  paasage. 

I  OMue  then,  sir,  to  the  disenaaitui  of  the  matn 
question  befine  us. 

Are  the  ordloanee  and  laws  of  South  Caro- 
lina, set  forth  in  the  I^esident's  message,  conso- 
nant with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  t 
If  repugnant  to  the  provisions  of  that  sacred 
instrument,  has  the  State  a  right  to  secede  from 
the  Union  t  Have  we  the  power  to  coerce 
obedieuoe  to  our  revenue  lawst  And,  if  we 
have  such  power,  are  the  provisions  of  this  tnU 
such  as  are  proper  to  secure  that  obedience  ? 

There  never  was  a  question  more  involved 
in  metwhysical  subtleties  than  the  essential 
inquiry  into  tiieri^^t  of  nullifioatuHi  and  seoes- 
sion  has  been,  by  the  re^teedve  adTocates  of 
these  difiiBrent  doctrines.  They  invariably  se^ 
out  the  most  refined,  and  (rfte%  I  may  add,  the 
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most  indefinable  diatinctions.  It  would  with 
them  be  evidence  of  gross  obtoseness  of  intel- 
lect, to  fail  alwajs  to  discriminate  between  the 
foundation  of  the  powers  of  the  Government, 
and  the  aonroea  from  which  those  powera  ore 
drawn;  between  BOTereigntf  ua  sovereign 
power,  d^nnininc  at  the  same  time  with  pre- 
cision where  each  of  these  ori^nated  and 
where  they  now  remain,  and  between  the  effect 
of  a  ratification  by  the  people  of  the  United 
States  collectively,  and  that  of  a  ratification  by 
the  same  people  voting  by  State  divisions.  The 
distinction  between  a  State  and  the  people  of  a 
&ate  is  made  and  carried  so  far,  that  the  State 
,  itself  is  considered  as  a  kind  of  ethereal,  super- 
natural being,  whose  essence  is  illimitable, uncon- 
trollable sovereignty  ever  the  very  people  com- 
posing it,  and  to  whose  will  alone  it  is  mdebted 
for**  a  local  habitation  and  a  name."  Thereoent 
address  to  the  people  of  Soath  Oandina,  by 
their  delegates  in  convention,  Is  replete  wiUi 
mch  distinctions. 

I  admit,  sir,  that,  1^  the  very  terms  of  our 
oonstitutioD  or  form  of  government,  there  is  an 
nltimate  sovereignty,  a  paramount  power  of 
amendment  and  revocation,  resting  in  t^e  people 
of  tbree-foorths  of  the  States.  Undoubtedly 
it  is  true,  that  this  ultimate  sovereignty  has 
never  been  alienated  or  delegated.  It  is  tme, 
too,  that  the  people  of  the  United  States  (not 
of  South  Carolina  alone)  have  reserved  to  them- 
selves, or  their  respective  States^  all  the  attri- 
butes of  sovereignty  not  ddegated  by  die  o(m- 
Btitution.  Nay,  man  sir,  I  recc^ize,  and 
d^ory  in  the  re«^piitioB  ot  the  principles  of  our 
levcuutionanr  forafatbras,  that  tne  right  to  resist 
fyranny  and  oppression,  no  matter  by  what 
power  ezercisea,  still  exists  in  every  man,  not 
as  a  constitutional  or  delegated  power,  but  as 
an  inherent,  indivisible,  and  uoalienabH  right. 
But  this  ultra-coDstitutional  and  revolutionary 
right,  which,  when  exercised,  most  always  oon- 
fMsedly  subject  those  who  attempt  to  enforce 
it  to  the  penalties  of  treason  in  the  event  of 
their  fulure,  is  as  widely  different  from  the 
pretended  right  of  nnllification,  as  the  heavens 
ntHu  the  earai.  It  is  open,  onbloshing  treason 
against  the  Government;  and,  even  when  as- 
serted under  the  gallows,  has  the  moit  oi  b^ng 
more  respectably  because  it  is  more  intelligible 
and  daring;  than  nullification.  It  is  not  a  men 
State  right,  but  looks  above  all  the  restr^nts 
of  power.  It  may  be  exercised  against  SouiJi 
Carolina  by  her  own  oitizeos,  or  ^dnst  this 
Government  by  the  people  of  tiie  United  Sttiss. 
It  is  nothing  more  than  the  right  of  rebellion ; 
the  right  of  self-preservation ;  the  right  to  fight 
in  self-defence.  No  man  ever  did,  or  ever  could 
part  with  it.  If  suooessfully  vindicated  in  a 
righteons  canse,  he  who  asserts  it  beoomes  a 
hero ;  if  nnsuccessfiilly,  a  trutor.  Ask  the  nnl- 
lifier  if  this  is  the  sovereignty  which  he  refers 
to  as  a  unit,  tndivirible,  aiul  nnalieuble^  and  he 
willtellyoo,  nol  He  seeks  shelter  not  in  his  in- 
dividoal  reaonroey  bnt  under  the  nds  <ii  his 
Btate;  nay,  ctbdms  protecttoi  nndw t£e  onuti- 
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tntion  which  he  seeks  to  destroy;  is  horror- 
struck  by  the  charge  of  treastm,  and  asserts  the 
right  of  State  inteipoaition  as  a  right  reserved 
in  the  very  bond  of  onr  Union :  and  when,  to 
disprove  the  right  of  tiie  Btate  to  interpose^ 
yon  point  him  to  the  plain  wwds  of  the  con- 
stitation,  which  negative  the  right  of  any  State 
to  make  warm  the  rest,  which  positively  pro- 
hibit any  State  to  engage  in  any  war,  or  to  keep 
troops  when  this  Government  is  at  peace,  he 
coolly  tells  yon  that  these  are  State  rights  and 
attributes  of  sovereignty,  which  are,  m  their 
nature,  unalienable.  Sir,  this  political  dogma, 
understood  in  the  sense  of  those  who  use  it, 
never  had  any  foundation  in  tmtii.  As  an  ax- 
iom of  political  science,  it  is  unknown  among 
statesmen. 

Sovereign  power  was  not  only  considered  as 
diviuble  by  those  who  formed  this  Government, 
bnt  we  see  that  die  chief  beauty  oi  Miear 
whole  stenotnre  oiwrists  in  the  many  divisions 
which  have  been  made  of  it.  One  portixm  of  it 
id  to  be  fimnd  in  the  Hoose  of  Bepresmtatives, 
which,  for  example,  can  alone  orifpnate  impeadi- 
ments  and  bills  for  raising  revenue.  Another 
portion  of  it  is  in  the  Senate,  which^  while  it 
generally  exercises  concarrent  legislative  power 
with  tiie  House,  has  the  peculiar  right  to  check 
the  Execntive  in  the  administration  of  the 
appointing  power,  and  constitutes  the  National 
Judiciary  in  all  cases  of  impeachment.  Another 
portion  of  sovereign  power  is  in  the  Executive ; 
another  in  the  Congress  and  the  President  com- 
bined; another  in  tiie  Judidary;  another  in 
each  State,  whidi  can  never  lose  her  eqnii 
representatitm  in  the  Senate^  without  her  con- 
sent ;  another  in  the  nuf}*"'^*?'  people  of 
each  State ;  and  anotiier  in  three-fbniihs  of  all 
the  States. 

The  people  have  conferred  upon  the  Judidal 
department  of  their  Government  the  power  to 
settle,  in  the  emphatic  Isognage  of  a  resolution 
of  the  Legislature  of  Delaware,  which  I  received 
yest^ay,  and  which  it  gives  me  pleasure  to 
sustain  to-day,  "  all  oontroversies  between  the 
United  States  and  the  respective  States,  and  all 
oontroversies  arising  under  the  constitution 
itself."  I  view  this  Judidal  power  as  a  neces- 
sary inoidfflit  to  the  right  of  self-preservation 
existii^  in  the  Ghivemment,  and  as  being  ex- 
pressly delegated  by  the  oonstitnti(m.  Thegen- 
tieman  ftom  Virginia  contends  that,  when  Gov- 
ernments come  into  collirion,  the  Supr^e 
Court  of  the  United  States  cannot  decide ;  and 
the  gentieman  fVom  Kentucky  (Mr.  Bibb)  takes 
a  distinction  between  political  and  judicial 
power,  and  avers  that  the  question  now  in  agi- 
tation, touching  the  constitutional  power  of 
South  Carolina  to  nullify  the  laws,  cannot  be 
decided  by  the  court,  because  the  decision 
would  involve  the  exercise  of  political  power. 

When  Mr.  Marshall,  tiie  present  illustriona 
{mddent  of  the  ooort,  in  his  idaoe  »  a  member 
of  the  House  of  XtepresentativeL  took  the  dis- 
tinction relied  upon  between  Jumiinal  and  poUli- 
oal  power,  he  clearly  expl^ned  rad  defiiud  It. 
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I  want  no  better  aatbority  than  his  to  sastain 
mj  positionB,  tbongfa  tb»  advanarr  ar^ment 
his  been  rested  vpcm  it.  His  0OQ<»ptioD8,  as 
Mpressed  by  himself  in  that  debate^  on  the 
ease  of  Jonathan  Bobbins,  was,  that  the  oonrt 
eoold  dedde  only  in  oases  bronj^t  before  it ; 
that  it  oonld  do  luthing  of  its  own  mere  motion. 
It  has  no  leffidative  or  executiTe  power ;  but  In 
every  case,  in  law  or  equity,  which  can  arise 
uider  the  coostitntion  or  laws,  it  is,  as  the 
eovrts  of  the  United  States  are  now  organized, 
the  sole  arbiter,  eiUier  in  the  first  or  in  the  last 
resort.  And  nothing  has  ever  fallen  from  Hr. 
Karsball  to  contradict  this  principle;  on  the 
oontrary,  the  whole  cnrrent  of  anthorities  in 
the  court  kd stains  it. 

The  true  point  in  itsoe  between  us  is  there- 
fore timited  to  this :  can  the  qnesticoi  as  to  the 
validi^  of  the  Sonth  OaroUoft  ordinance  and 
legMaaon,  referred  to  in  Uie  EzeontiTe  mea< 
sage,  and  whose  sole  object  is  to  annul  and 
erade  onr  revenue  laws,  arise  before  the  eoort  t 
Why  not?  If  it  be  not  presented  for  detmni- 
nation  there,  no  other  intelligible  reason  can  be 
stated  to  accoont  for  the  fact,  than  the  refusal 
of  those  who  are  interested  in  the  matter  to 
bring  np  that  p<rfDt.  In  an  action  for  a  breach 
<tf  our  tariff  laws,  the  citizen  of  South  Carolina 
who  may  chum  the  benefit  of  this  State  inter- 
position, may  plead  the  special  matter  in  bar  to 
ihe  action  setting  forth  uie  ordinance  and  laws 
ander  which  he  demands  protection.  The  at- 
torney for  the  Ctonmmen^  must  demur  to  the 
flam,  becMise  the  foets  contained  in  it  are  not 
tniTersable.  The  judgment  of  the  court  below . 
and  of  the  court  in  appeal  must  be  on  the  very 
question,  whether  this  ordinuice  and  these  laws 
are  otmsatutionaL  Will  any  (Hofessional  gentle- 
man here  deny  this  1  Will  any  one  of  them 
oblige  us  by  stating  what  difficulty  exists  in 
(his  mode  of  presenting  the  whole  question  in 
controversy  between  us  to  this  tribunal  f  Sir, 
I  defy  their  scrutiny.  They  know,  as  I  do,  that 
the  case  is  one  whidi  can  easily  arise  before  the 
court,  if  they  dare  to  submit  its  decision  to 
ttat  tribunal  which  the  onutitntitHi  has  desig- 
nated for  the  purpose. 

Hie  Freaidaitt  m  his  late  message  in  refer- 
«iee  to  tUs  most  interesting  snttfeot,  nas  brought 
back  the  Government  to  we  true  principles  of 
the  coDstitatioD,  and  maintained  tho  authority 
of  the  court  as  I  have  stated  it.  The  sentiments 
of  the  Vice  President  elect  coincide  with  his. 
llr.  Van  Buren,  in  his  speech  on  the  Judi(»ary 
in  1^6,  says: 

"  It  has  been  jtutly  observed,  that  there  exists 
not  npoQ  this  earth,  and  there  sever  tUd  exist,  a 
Jndieial  tribunal  elotbed  with  powers  so  various, 
aiid  so  important,  as  the  Supreme  Court. 

"  By  it  treaties  and  laws  made  pursuant  to  the 
esDBtttution  are  declared  to  be  the  supreme  law  of 
the  land.  Bo  far  at  least  as  the  acta  of  Congress 
depend  upon  the  courts  for  their  execution,  the  Su- 
preme Court  Is  the  judge  whether  or  no  such  acts 
are  paisuant  to  the  consUtution ;  and  from  its 
'  jodpneat  there  is  no  s^ied.  Its  veto,  therefore, 
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may  absolutely  suspend  nine-tenths  of  the  aets  of 
the  National  Legislature. 

"Not  onlj  are  the  acts  of  the  National  Legisla- 
ture subject  to  Its  review,  but  it  stands  as  the  um- 
jMre  between  the  confiicting  powers  of  the  General 
and  State  GoTernments.  But  this  is  not  all.  It 
not  only  nts  in  final  judgment  upon  our  acts  as  the 
highest  legislative  body  known  to  the  cotmtry ;  it 
not  only  c^ms  to  be  the  absolute  arbiter  between 
the  Federal  and  State  Govemmeilt ;  but  it  ezerdaes 
the  same  great  power  between  the  reqwutirc  Sutes 
forming  this  great  confederacy  and  their  own  citi- 
zens. ' 

"There  are  few  States  in  the  Union,  upon  whose 
acts  the  seal  of  condemoatioD  has  not,  from  time  to 
time,  been  placed  by  the  Supreme  Court.  The  sov- 
ereign anthorities  of  Vermont,  New  Hampshire,  New 
Tork,  New  Jersey,  Fennsylvaota,  Hvy'and,  Virgin- 
ia, North  Carolina,  Uissouri,  Kentucky,  and  Ohio, 
have  in  turn  been  rebuked  and  silenced  by  the  over- 
mling  authority  of  this  court.  I  must  not  be  under- 
stood, dr,  as  compluning  of  the  exercise  of  this 
jurisdiction  by  Uie  SniwesM  Court,  or  to  pass  upon 
the  correotnesa  of  tbur  dedrions.  The  authmty 
baa  been  given  to  them,  and  tUa  is  not  the  place  to 
question  its  exendae." 

In  opposition  to  all  antlHvities,  however, 
honorable  gentlemen  quote  the  Virginia  resolu- 
tions of  1798,  and  the  report  on  them  in  1790. 
Hr.  Madison,  who  has  reoently  explained  a 
report,  of  which  he  was  himself  the  author,  it 
considered  by  them  as  not  now  correctly  un- 
derstanding what  he  himself  wrote;  and  we 
are  told  that  Vii^nia  alone  can  expound  what 
she  meant  by  her  resolutions.  While  I  utterly 
deny  her  right  to  expound  for  the  rest  of  the 
world  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States ; 
while  I  hold  lightly  even  her  own  resolutions, 
drawn  and  sent  out,  as  I  shall  ever  believe, 
ohi^y  for  th^  pditical  effect  in  a  pending  con- 
test for  political  power  between  nerself  and 
another  se<^on  cf  the  country ;  I  s^  to  her 
representatives  here,  that  if  she  meant  in  1798, 
or  in  1799,  to  deny  the  powers  of  the  Sujireme 
Court,  and  arrogate  to  herself  the  authority  to 
decide  in  the  last  constitutional  resort  on  the 
laws  of  Congress  or  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  she  has  repealed  her  resolutions 
by  still  later  resolutions,  in  reply  to  tiiose  of 
Peunsylvauia,  in  regard  to  the  Olmstead  case. 
My  honorable  friend  from  New  Jersey  (Mr. 
FsBUiTOHrx&sN)  has  shown  us  that  when  Penn- 
sylvania Nr<^K>sed,  in  1810,  to  amend  the  con- 
stitution, by  appointing  an  arbiter  between  the 
decisions  of  the  States  and  the  Ocneral  Govern- 
ment, Vii^nia,  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote 
of  her  Lerislature,  in  answer  to  the  proposition, 
rt^erred  Pennsylvania  to  the  court  as  the  only 
proper  arbiter,  and  recognized  the  very  prin- 
ciples agunst  which  one  of  the  Vir^nia  repre- 
sentatives is  aow  contending.  Be  it  the  part 
of  others  to  attempt  to  exonerate  her  from 
the  charge  of  inconsistenoy  at  these  dlflteest 
periods — that  is  no  task  of  mine. 

I  come,  sir,  to  a  brief  consideration  of  the 
question,  are  the  proviaons  the  bill  before 
us  such  as  are  proper  to  secure  that  obedionoe 
to  the  laws  of  tids  Qoremnient  which  the  ^ 
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oeecHiWB  of  Sonth  Oardiiu  an  oaloalated  to 
irithbokl?  The  leading  elatue  ib  this  bill,  an- 
thoriziDg  the  Preudent  to  employ  the  land  and 
naval  forces  of  the  Union  to  arrest  the  unconsti- 
tntional  proceedings  of  the  offioers  of  South 
Oarolina,  BhoiUd.tbey.  attempt  to  reseoe  imported 
good»  from  our  revenue  omoers,  has  been  the 
subject  of  bitter  denunciation  by  Bonthern  gen- 
tlemen, and  iiarticolarly  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia.  Sir,  this  is  idmost  a  literal  transorqit 
from  the  act  of  1800,  for  enforcing  theembai^ 
law.  [Mr.  0.  read  the  eleventh  section  of  that 
act,  to  shoK  that  it  employed  the  very  words 
of  the  bill  before  the  Senate.]  Let  as  now 
inquire  who  voted  for  an  act  so  similar  in  its 
provisions  to  that  now  before  ns.  Fortunately, 
the  journals  of  Congress  <A  that  day  have  pre- 
served the  yeas  and  nays  on  a  motion  to  strike 
out  the  eleventh  section  of  the  embai^  law.  In 
both  Houses,  nearly  all  the  representatives  from 
Virginia,  'Sarlh,  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and 
Georgia,  voted  for  a  bill,  which,  when  now 
sought  to  be  applied  to  a  different  section  of  the 
country,  is  the  object  of  their  animadrersion 
and  horror.  As  strong  remonstrances  were 
thea  made  against  the  passage  of  this  law  by 
Congress  from  other  parts  of  the  United  States 
as  are  now  presented  in  behalf  of  South  Caro- 
lina, and  were  then,  as  they  will  be  now,  made 
is  wn. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
has  told  ns  that  all  human  institutions,  like 
those  who  formed  them,  contain  within  them- 
selves 1|he  dements  of  their  own  destruction ; 
and  that  our  own  Qovemment  is  now  exhibit- 
ing their  operation.  To  this  general  philo- 
sophio  remark  I  should  not  have  objected 
but  for  Its  ^plication.  All  the  works  of  man 
are  destined  to  decay ;  but  while  the  American 
people  shall  remain  true  to  themselves,  their 
Government  oaonot  be  destroyed;  for  it  oon- 
ti^ns,  within  \itKA%  mdleas  ana  ever-renasoent 
energies,  which  must  bring  it  out  in  trimoph, 
and  with  Antaan  ^igpr,  in  owaptte  of  every  effiwt 
to  overthrow  it  Fh>m  foreign  fbroe  it  has 
nothing  to  fear;  it  dreads  nothing  now  from 
any  aeotion  of  this.  Union  which  shall  seek 
to  prevent  the  Just  operation  of  our  laws 
by  foreign  interventioii.  Tea,  sir,  a  foreign 
i^ance,  sought  by  any  member  of  this  confm- 
eraoy,  for  the  purpose  of  making  war  upon  us, 
would  be  the  means,  under  Heaven,  of  imn)edi- 
atelb''  rallying  every  patriot,  of  every  political 
party,  under  the  broad  banner  of  the  republic, 
^pnlar  virtue,  however,  is  the  only  safe  basis 
of  popular  government.  This  is  the  "  fountain 
flroA  the  wfaioh  our  oarrent  rons,  or  bears  no 
lift; "  aoid  I  oonoede  that  the  mortal  blow  to 
the  liberties  (tf  this  coontry  mi^,  at  last,  be 
Btmek  by  the  hand  of  one  who  has  been  in- 
debted to  4t  for  ezistenoe.  The  shaft  which 
sfasll  stretch  the  American  eagle  bleeding  and 
lifeless  in  the  dust  must  be  feathered  from  his 
own  bright  pinions;  and  bitter  will  be  the 
curses  of  men,  in  all  ages  to  come,  against  the 
truUvouB  heart  and  the  parriodal  hand  of 


him  who  shall  loose  that  fatal  arrow  from  the 

string  I 

"  ie«imeint>«r  him,  tke  TUldn,  riffhteooi  Hmtsb, 
Id  thv  gnat  daj  of  TUigesnM  I  Bhtt  fht  tnitor, 
And  biK  p«n)lcr<nit  oosbnIi,  wko,  tat  wealth. 
For  power,  tha  prid*  of  mttsMI,  or  ttmmnb, 
Woiud  pillage  tui  nittTalud  la  aItII  wirl"^ 

FamxT,  Febmary  8.  . 

Reoenue  Collection  Bill — Ifull^lealian. 
The  Senate  then  proceeded  ^ain  to  the  spe- 
cial order  of  the  day,  being  the  bill  makmg 
further  provision  for  Uie  ooUeodon  of  the  rev- 
enue. 

21r.  WnsTiB  said  he  widied  to  Interrupt  the 
coarse  of  the  debate  for  a  single  moment,  in 
order  to  set  one  matter  ri^t,  If  he  oould.  Since 
a  warm  controversy  was  rising  on  this  measure, 
he  thought  it  but  proper  that  we  should  un- 
derstand  between  what  parties  the  controversy 
existed. 

Soon  after  tJie  declaration  of  war,  by  the 
United  States  agMost  England,  an  American 
vessel  fell  in  at  sea  with  one  of  England,  and 
gave  information  of  the  declaration.  The 
En^i^  master  inquired,  with  no  littie  warmth 
of  manner  and  expression,  why  the  United 
States  had  gone  to  war  with  f^land?  The 
American  answered  him,  that  dimonlties  had 
existed,  for  a  good  while,  between  the  two 
Gtovemments,  and  that  It  was  at  length  thoagh^ 
in  America,  to  be  high  time  for  the  partiaa  to 
come  to  a  better  understanding. 

I  incline  to  think,  Vr.  President,  that  a  war 
has  broken  out  here  which  is  very  likely,  before 
it  closes,  to  bring  the  parties  to  a  better  uader- 
atanding.  But  who  are  the  parties?  'Will  you 
please  to  remember,  sir,  that  this  is  a  measure 
founded  in  Executive  recommendation!  The 
President,  chained  by  the  constitution  with  the 
duty  of  ezecutmg  the  laws,  has  sent  us  a  mes- 
sage, allc^ng  that  powerfhl  cmt^nations  are 
forming  to  resist  th^  execution;  tliat  the 
UElsting  laws  are  not  suffiraent  to  meet  the 
crisis;  and  recommending  sondry  enactmenta 
as  necessary  for  the  oooasion.  The  message 
being  referred  to  the  Judiciary  CommittM^ 
that  committee  has  reported  a  bill  in  eomi^ianoe 
with  the  Prendent^s  recommendation.  It  has 
not  gone  beyond  the  message.  Every  thing  in 
the  hill,  every  single  provision,  which  is  now 
compliuned  of.  Is  in  the  message.  Yet  the  whole 
war  is  reused  agunst  tfae  bill,  and  against  the 
committee,  as  if  the  committee  had  originated 
the  whole  matter.  Gentlemen  get  up  and 
address  us,  as  if  they  were  argaing  against  some 
measure  of  a  factious  opposition.  They  look 
the  same  way,  sir,  and  apeak  with  the  same 
vehemence,  as  they  nsed  to  do  when  t!iey  r^aed 
tfa^  patriotic  vmees  agunit  what  they  caUed 
a  "coaUtion." 

Kow,  sir,  let  it  be  known,  once  for  all,  that 
this  is  an  admiuistration  measnre ;  that  it  is  the 
President's  own  measure ;  and  I  pray  gentle- 
men to  have  tlie  goodness,  if  they  call  it  hard 
names,  and  talk  loudly  agunst  Ita  frtond^  not 
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to  overlook  its  Bonree.  Let  them  attack  It,  If  | 
they  choose  to  attack  it,  in  iti  ongin. 

Let  it  be  known,  also,  that  a  majority  of  the 
committee  reporting  the  bill  are  friends  and 
supporters  of  the  administration ;  and  that  it  is 
maintained  in  this  Honse  hy  those  who  are 
among  his  stead&st  friends,  of  Ions  standing. 

It  is,  nr,  as  I  have  ab'ead/  said,  the  Presi- 
dent's own  measore.  Let  those  who  oppose  it, 
oppose  it  as  sni^.  Let  them  furly  acknowledge 
ite  origin,  and  meet  it  aooordinglT. 

The  honorable  member  from  Kentncky,  who 
spoke  first  agidnst  the  bill,  said  he  fbtmd  in  it 
another  Jersey  prison  ship ;  let  him  state,  then, 
that  the  President  has  sent  a  message  to  Con- 
gress, recommending  a  renewal  of  tlie  sufferings 
and  horrors  of  the  Jersey  prison  ship.  He  says, 
too,  that  the  bill  snnfh  of  the  alien  and  sedition 
law.  Bat  the  hill  is  fragrant  of  no  flower 
Mcept  the  same  which  peifames  the  message. 
Let  him,  then,  say,  if  he  thinks  so,  that  Gen- 
eral Jackson  advises  a  revival  of  the  principles 
of  the  alien  and  sediUon  laws. 

The  honoraUe  monber  fiom  Virginia  (Ur. 
Ttlbb)  finds  oat  a  resemblance  between  Uiis  bill 
and  the  Boston  port  bill.  6ir,  if  one  of  these 
be  imitated  from  the  other,  the  imitation  is  the 
Fkendent's.  The  bill  makes  the  President,  he 
sole  judge  of  the  constitution.  Does  he 
mean  to  say  that  the  President  has  recom- 
mended a  measnre  which  is  to  make  him  sole 
jndgeoftdie  constitution?  The  bill,  he  declares, 
sacrifices  every  thing  to  arbitrary  power — he 
will  lend  no  aid  to  its  passage — he  would  rather 
"be  a  dog,  and  bay  the  moon,  than  such  a 
Bomui."   He  did  not  say  "the  old  Roman." 

the  gentleman  well  knows,  tliat  if  any 
ttiiitf^  sacrificed  to  arbitrarr  power,  the 
•amnoe  had  been  demanded  dt  the  "old 
Bmnan,"  as  he  and  others  have  oaUed  him ;  by 
tiie  President  whom  he  has  snpported,  so  oi1:en 
and  so  ably,  for  the  Ohief  H^stracy  of  the 
eonntry.  He  says,  too,  that  one  of  the  sections 
is  an  En^h  Botany  Bay  law,  except  that  it  is 
much  worse.  This  section,  sir,  whatever  it 
may  be,  is  just  what  the  President's  message 
Teeommended,  Similar  observations  are  appli- 
ceble  to  the  remarks  of  both  the  honorable  gen- 
tlemen  from  North  Carolina.  It  is  not  neoes- 
aary  to  particnlarize  those  ronarka.  They  were 
in  the  same  strain. 

Therefore,  rir,  let  it  be  understood,  let  it  be 
known,  tliat  the  war  wldch  these  goitlemen 
ehoose  to  wua,  is  waged  against  the  measores 
of  tbe  adminutoation,  against  the  Prerident  of 
^eir  own  choice.  The  controversy  has  ariseu  be- 
tween him  and  them,  and,  in  its  progress,  they 
will  probably  come  to  a  distinct  nnderstanding. 

Kr.  Prei^dent,  I  am  not  to  be  understood  as 
admitting  that  these  charges  against  the  bill 
are  just,  or  that  they  would  be  Just  if  made 
against  tixt  message.  On  the  oontnuy,  I  think 
tnem  wholly  unjust.  No  one  of  them,  in  my 
opinion,  can  be  made  good.  I  think  the  bill, 
or  some  similar  measure,  had  become  indispen- 
mUo,  and  that  the  Pre^doit  could  not  do  oUvn> 


wise  than  to  recommend'  it  to  the  consideration 
of  Congress.  He  was  not  at  liberty  to  look 
on  and  be  silent,  while  dangers  threatened  the 
Union,  which  existing  laws  were  not  competent, 
in  his  judgment,  to  avert. 

Mr.  President,  I  take  this  occasion  to  say,  that 
I  support  this  measure,  as  an  independent  mem- 
her  of  the  Senate,  in  the  discharge  of  the  dic- 
tates of  my  own  conscience.  I  am  no  man's 
leader;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  IfoUowno 
lead,  hnt  that  of  public  duty,  and  the  star  of 
the  constitution.  I  heUeve  the  country  is  in 
considerable  danger;  I  believe  an  unl  awful 
combination  threatens  the  integrity  of  the  Union. 
I  believe  the  crisis  calls  for  a  mild,  temperate, 
forbearing,  but  inflexibly  firm  execution  of  the 
laws.  And,  nnder  this  conviction,  X  give  a  hearty 
support  to  the  admiuistration.  In  all  measures 
which  I  deem  to  be  fair,  just,  and  necessary. 
And  in  supporting  these  measares,  I  mean  to 
take  my  fair  share  of  responsibility,  to  support 
them  frankly  and  fairly,  without  reflections  on 
the  past,  and  without  nuxing  other  topics  in 
their  disousnou. 

Hr.  President,  I  think  I  understand  the  senti- 
ment of  the  country  on  this  subject,  I  ihink 
public  opinion  sets  with  an  irresiirtible  force  in 
favor  of  the  Union,  in  favor  of  the  measure  reo- 
ommended  by  the  President,  and  against  tbe 
new  doctrines  which  threaten  the  dissolution 
of  the  Union.  I  think  the  people  of  the  United 
States  demand  of  us,  who  are  intrusted  with 
the  Government,  to  maintain  that  Government ; 
to  be  just,  and  fear  not ;  to  make  all  and  suit- 
able provisions  for  the  execution  of  the  taws, 
and  to  sustain  the  Union  and  the  constitution 
against 'whatsoever  may  endanger  them.  For 
one,  I  obey  this  puUio  V(rioo;  I  comply  with 
this  demand  of  the  people.  I  support  t^e  ad- 
ministration in  measures  which  I  beUeve  to  be 
necessary ;  and,  while  pursuing  this  course,  I 
look  unhesitatingly,  and  with  the  ntmoat  eonn- 
denoe,  for  the  approbation  of  the  country. 

Hr.  Dallas  sfdd :  The  measnre  was  recom- 
mended by  the  President  in  a  message  to  Con- 
gress, which  was  referred  to  a  standing  commit- 
tee of  the  House,  That  committee  had  reported 
this-  bill.  It  was  an  administration  measure. 
Honorable  gentiemen  might  be  assured  that, 
whatever  language  was  applied  to  the  bill, 
there  were  those  who  would  not  flinch  from 
its  responsibility.  As  a  political  man,  he  would 
say,  that  the  Frendent^  in  reoommending  thte 
measure,  would  attach  to  himself,  more  strongly 
thm  ever,  he  would  not  say  all  the  people  of 
the  coan^,  or  all  the  members  of  any  political 
party,  but  the  entire  democracy  of  Pennsylvania. 
That  democracy,  with  its  fifty  thousand  mt^or- 
ity,  was  ready  to  assume  the  responsibility  of 
this  act.  However  heavy  might  be  the  respon- 
sibility thrown  on  this  measure,  he  would  un- 
dertake to  say,  that  his  State  was  ready  to  as- 
sume its  full  shiure.  He  felt  very  anxious  to 
treat  this  question  as  one  of  a  grave  and  very 
important  nature;  and  he  proposed,  with  a 
view  to  the  accomplishment  of  his  task,  with 
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as  littie  labor  to  hunself  and  tedioasness  to  the 
Senate  B8  was  possible,  to  inquire,  in  the  first 
place,  what  causes  had  led  to  this  measnre: 
seoond,  wheUier  we  had  the  ooastltntional 
pow^  to  exact  it;  and,  third,  what  were  its 
wobable  tendeney^  and  effect  Uany  remarks 
bad  been  made  in  the  discossion,  to  which  he 
diotdd  pay  no  attention;  not  from  want  of 
respect  to  those  fi-om  whom  they  bad  &Uen,  bnt 
from  want  of  oomprehenMon  to  Bee  thdr  a^)U- 
oation  to  the  sabject. 

What  were  the  causes  which  led  to  the  bill  ? 
It  was  undoubtedly  drawn  from  analogous 
practice,  but  it  was  out  of  the  ordinary  coarse 
of  legislation.  The  cause  would  be  found  in 
the  proceedings  of  a  popular  convention  held  in 
South  Carolina,  and  the  l^slative  and  execu- 
tive acts  following  them.  Be  was  at  all  limes 
prepared  to  treat  the  mornnentB  oi  a  aorereign 
member  of  the  TToicm  witb  reapeot.  They 
were  not  to  be  viewed  as  the  ftctious  proceed- 
ings of  a  political  part^.  Theirs  was  not  the 
attitude  of  a  changeling.  The  proceedings  to 
which  he  referred  resulted  from  the  deliberate, 
and,  he  might  say,  the  inflexible  purpose  of  a 
highly  respectable,  although,  in  his  apprehen- 
sion, misgaided  State.  He  might  be  mistaken 
in  representing  the  attitude  of  the  State.  He 
referred  to  the  ^pearances  everywhere  exist- 
ing in  the  State.  This  attitude  might  possibly  be 
Tery  soon  changed,  and,  in  that  case,  oar  pro- 
posed legislaUon  in  regard  to  it  most  be  changed. 

In  relaUon,  Kr.  Pruident,  to  oullificatioa  and 
aeoession,  the  qnestion  is,  have  we  the  oonstita 
Uonal  power  to  pass  this  bill  t  la  reference 
to  the  abrogation  of  the  revenue  laws  by  the 
State  of  South  Carolina,  I  say  tiiat,  as  a  matter 
of  equal  oonstitational  justioe,  the  abrt^Uon 
of  ^oee  laws,  according  to  the  otdinanoe  of  South 
Oarolioa,  abrogates  them  throughout  the  whole 
country.  I  say  it  is  the  necessary  consequeQce 
of  annulling  tbem  in  that  State.  We  are  bound 
by  oar  oaths,  as  Senators  of  the  United  States, 
not  to  acquiesce  in  or  sanction  such  proceed- 
ings. We  have  no  right  to  give  a  preference  to 
the  ports  of  one  State  over  the  ports  of  uiother. 
Sir,  I  pat  it  to  the  honorable  Senators  present, 
whether  a  tacit  acquiescence  on  the  part  oC 
this  body  ought  to  be  given  to  a  regulation 
in  South  CsTMina,  which  establishes  free  trade 
In  the  port  of  Charleston,  thereby  ^ving  it  a 
T^ereace  over  any  port  in  the  United  States. 
Would  not  a  tacit  acquiesoenoe  be  a  violation 
ct  our  ottths  as  Senators?  Let  as  look  to  the 
{vlndple  <tf  morality  as  connected  with  this 
subject  There  are  sins  of  omisdon  as  well  as 
sins  of  commis^on.  He  who  is  not  prepared 
to  do  his  duty,  or  refrains  from  it  from  a  fear  of 
consequences,  acts  in  violi^ion  of  it  No  single 
State,  no  seversl  States  of  this  Union,  can  be 
expected  to  furnish  all  the  revenue  which  the 
Government  requires— the  entire  consumptJon 
oS  the  ooontry  opon  which  tiie  taxes  are  laid ; 
these  imposts  should  be  borne  equally  by  the  en- 
tire mass  of  the  American  peo^e.  Sir,  I  pro- 
test that,  wealthy  as  the  people  of  the  Stato  of 
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Pennsylvania  may  be,  pouring  at  all  times  their 
countless  thousands  into  the  public  treasury — I 
protest  agMust  the  Congress  the  United  States 
requiring  one  cent  from  the  population  of  that 
State  which  is  not  ftUly  required  from  others. 
If  yon  do  make  it  a  matter  of  equal  legisladoD 
— though  we  would  cheerfully  contribute  mil- 
lions to  the  general  treasury  in  common  witii 
the  other  States — and  yet  show  prefereoce^ 
in  the  slightest  degree,  to  any  portion  oi  die  Un- 
ion, as  a  member  of  that  great  commonwealth 
I  would  protest  against  it.  Charleston  cannot  be 
a  free  port,  compatibly  with  the  coDstitntion 
of  the  United  States.  The  instant  that  the  leg- 
islation of  this  Congress  shall  proclaim  it  to  bo 
so,  I  shall  likewise  declare  Philadelphia  a  ftee 
port  New  York  also,  as  well  as  every  other 
port  in  the  United  States,  will  have  a  just  right 
to  be  dedared  fno.  ffir,  this  effeei  is  as  nna* 
voidable  in  practice,  as  it  la  sound  in  oraatitu- 
tional  theory. 

If  the  position  now  taken  by  Soutii  OarolinSi 
in  refereuce  to  Charleston,  be  sustuned  by  the 
connivance  of  this  body,  your' revenue  is  lost ; 
not  a  part  of  the  revenue,  but  the  whole  of  your 
revenue,  is  gone ;  all  that  is  collected  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  by  virtue  of 
the  acts  which  are  nullified  in  Soutii  Carolina. 
How  is  it?  I  speak  practically.  If  it  be  for 
one  moment  entertiuned  that  the  duties  col- 
lected under  these  laws  are  to  be  enforced  in 
every  port  but  the  port  of  Charleston,  and 
the  other  ports  d  Scmth  Carolina,  will  not 
the  mercantile  oommnnity  throughout  the 
whole  this  ooontry  make  these  ports  the 
great  marts  of  ^stribution,  through  mo  coast- 
ing trade,  to  all  the  other  States  of  the  Union  8 
As  a  matter  of  prudence,  as  a  matter  of  neoes- 
Aty^  they  must  do  it,  or  they  could  not  sustun 
themselves.  They  must  direct  tbdr  foreign 
correspondents  to  consign  their  cargoes  to  the 
port  of  Charleston,  wd  other  ports  in  South 
Carolina ;  and  their  ships  would  be  employed 
in  the  whole  coasting  trade  of  the  United  States, 
to  distribute  their  oarffoes,  free  of  all  duties 
and  exonerated  from  all  tax,  tiironghout  all  the 
ports  of  the  country.  No  merchant  in  Penn- 
sylvania oould  bear  np  agunst  snob  a  qratom, 
and  therefwe  must  beoome  bankmpt  He 
could  not  consent  to  pay  the  duty  whieb  ia 
now  properly  levied  on  these  goods,  while,  in  a 
neighboring  State,  the  goods  came  in  free  of 
charge.  a  matter  of  necessity,  as  well  as  of 
sound  constitutional  duty,  if  a  free  port  were 
connived  at  in  the  Stato  of  South  Carolina,  you 
must  make  every  port  free.  Tour  Government 
will  then  be  without  revenue;  that  will  be 
the  necessary  consequence.  I  belieT&  sir,  that 
tbat  is  a  Utopian  creature  the  worid  has  never 
seen  or  heard  of.  We  cannot  exist  without  a 
revenue ;  we  must  have  it  for  all  the  great  par* 
poses  of  the  body  politic.  The  extinguidiment 
of  the  revenue  is  the  necessary  consequence 
of  adopting  this  doctrine,  and  is,  in  itself  a 
snperabnudant,  a  strcaift  if  not  an  impendxTO 
oaa  on  those  who  are  managing  the  concerns  of 
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the  American  peot^  to  preTsnt  eudi  a  oontin- 
gency. 

They  expel  the  jadioial  power  of  the  United 
States  oat  of  the  hmita  of  the  State  of  South 
C^irolioa;  or,  what  is  tantamoant,  pursue  a 
course  hy  which  those  laws  are  made  impera- ; 
tive,  yet  Inapplicable  as  far  as  regards  the  clti- 
Moaa  of  Soatb  Carolina.  I  will  go  still  farther. 
They  break  In  with  a  strong  hand  on  the  sanc- 
tity of  personal  rights,  on  the  privilege  of  per- 
sonal freedom,  and  on  the  liherly  of  conscience. 
HftTing  duly  weighed  the  phrases,  I  will  show 
that  they  inflict  disfranchisement,  degradation, 
esUe,  or  vassalage,  indiscriminately,  on  all  who 
dare  to  perform  their  doty  as  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  by  enforcing  andsnatuningtbe  laws. 

He  had  heard  often  on  this  floor,  and  else- 
where, of  that  which  had  been  characterized 
as  a  despotic  ratyority,  and  of  systems  of  oppres- 
rion  resulting  from  the  tyranny  of  members. 
But,  in  this  coontry,  he  had  never  known  an 
exhibition,  except  that  which  he  now  witnessed, ; 
mad  which  he  hoped  the  virtne  of  the  people 
of  South  Carolina  would  remove,  where  the 
fltndameDtal  principles  of  Itf&liberty,  and  law, 
were  absoIutMy  abrt^ted.  He  had  said  that 
tbae  were  |>ositiTe,  direct  vioIaUons  of  the 
oonstitation  iDvolved  in  the  measures  of  South 
OaraUna.  Yet  it  was  alleged,  on  the  face  of 
those  measnres,  that  they  were  perfectly  con- 
fimoBUe  to  the  constitution.  If  nullifioMion 
be  perftMjtly  conformable  to  the  constitution, 
we  shall  see  that  hereafter.  If  secession  be 
omiformable  to  the  constitution,  we  shall  s^je 
that  hereafter.  But  even  supposing  these  doc- 
trines were  in  conformity  with  the  constitution, 
•till  would  they  find  no  fkror,  it  iu  their  pro* 
greflSj  they  trami^  on  those  rij^ts  which  are 
noogniced  in  the  letter  of  tibe  constitution.  We 
know  that  there  is  an  express  proton  in  the 
constitution,  that  no  State  shall  pass  any  law, 
fundamental  or  otherwise  (and  this  ordinance 
of  South  Carolina  is  c^ed  by  the  head  of  the 
nulitary  powor  of  that  State  a  fundamental 
law),  impairing  the  obligation  of  oontracts. 
"What  says  the  ordinance  of  South  Carolina? 
That  all  contracts  which  are  now  existing,  or 
which  may  hm-eafter  exist,  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  into  effect  the  law  providing  for  the 
ooUeotion  of  the  duties  on  imports,  sh^l  be  nail 
and  void,  DOW  and  forever.  Is  that  a  violation 
of  Uie  conatitQtiott,  or  notf  If  this  ordinaaoe 
had  crafined  itself  to  soch  eoub«cts  as  might 
beraotter  be  ftHToed,  and  hod  rimply  pronouooed 
the  law  oa  whioh  they  might  be  based  null  and 
T<nd,  that  wonid  have  been  one  thing.  There 
might  have  been  an  ai^pmient  founded  on  that 
saUect  Bnt  it  was  not  so;  the  ordinance 
defuares  that  all  oontracts  which  have  been,  or 
may  be  entered  into,  shall  be  considered  null 
and  void.  Did  that  comport  with  the  provis- 
iem  of  the  constttntioo  to  whioh  he  had  refer- 
red 1  He  had  a  dislike  to  all  refinements  on 
the  constitution.  He  belonged  to  that  admira- 
Ue  eUaa  of  politidans  who  adhered  to  the  plun 
T"— "*"g  of  its  phraseology ;  and  when  the  con- 
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stitntion  declared  that  no  State  should  pass 
any  law  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts), 
what  coula  be  s^d  of  a  law  of  tlie  State  of 
Sonth  Carolina  declaring  existing  contracts  to 
be  null  and  void  1  If  the  framers  of  the  law 
relied  upon  the  end  to  justify  the  means,  they 
would  find  their  reliance  a  bad  one ;  for  no  end 
wliich  was  contemplated  hy  t))em  would  Justify 
such  means. 

But  that  which  to  him  constituted  another 
plain  'violation  of  the  constitution,  was  acecnn- 
panied  by  a  direct  .eneroadinient  on  the  aanoti- 
ty  of  private  rightai  the  sanctity  of  private  projv* 
erty,  and  the  saoctaty  of  the  courts  of  justice. 
We  have  a  provision  in  the  constitution  whioh 
declares  that  every  individual  accused  of  crime 
*'  shall  enjoy  the  right  to  a  speedy  and  public 
trial  by  an  impartial  jury  of  the  State  ond  dis- 
trict wherein  the  crime  shall  have  beep  com- 
mitted." What  was  the  meaning  of  this  pro- 
viuout  That  every  individual  juror  shall  be 
charged  on  his  oath  consdentioosly  to  deter- 
mine between  tiie  peq>Ie  and  the  party.  It  was 
a  sound,  settle^  and  unalienable  right,  whioh 
every  individual  so  accused  poMessed,  to  have 
an  impartial  jury  to  try  him.  I  adt  (said  Mr. 
J>.)  that  there  shall  be  an  impartial  jury  in  all 
criminal  cases,  let  the  matter  of  accusation  be 
what  it  may ;  and  they  who  would  deprive  an  in- 
dividual so  accused  of  this  right,  would  eo  for  to- 
wards the  establishment  of  arbitrary  nue.  Give 
me  the  trial  by  j  ury,  in  all  its  fairness,  purity,  and 
sanctity.  We  know  that,  in  the  formation  of 
the  constitution,  the  trial  by  jury  was  regarded 
as  a  subject  deserving  the  most  seriotis  consid- 
eration of  our  greatest  stateunen.  It  had 
always  been  oonsidered  as  one  of  the  most  sa^ 
cred  order  of  privileges.  Kow  what  says  the 
ordinance  (tf  South  Carolina?  That  the  accused 
shall  not  have  it.  It  provides  that  the  jury 
shall  be  sworn  in  advance.  To  do  what?  To 
hetur  and  decide  according  to  the  evidence? 
No.  To  do  impartial  justice  between  the  people 
and  the  accus^?  Ko.  They  were  to  be  sworn 
in  advance  to  convict  the  prisoner  at  the  bar. 

Am  I  right  in  this?  Am  I  correct  in  that 
view  of  the  question  ?  An  officer  of  the  United 
States,  executing  the  laws,  renders  himself  ame- 
nable to  the  criminal  law  of  Sout^  Carolina 
under  this  ordinance.  He  is  takm  before  one 
of  the  State  courts,  where  he  is  indicted  for  the 
offence.  He  gives  the  oonrt  and  Hm  prosecut- 
ing counsel  to  understand  that  he  stonds  there 
as  a  citizen  of  tbe  United  States,  and,  as  such, , 
he  claims,  as  a  privile^  ^ven  to  him  by  the 
oonstitution  and  the  principles  of  eternal  and 
immutable  justice,  to  challenge  the  constitution- 
ality of  the  law.  Can  he  do  sot  No.  The 
ordinance  is  despotic.  The  jurymen  are  sworn, 
under  that  ordinance,  and  in  the  presence  of 
the  prisoner,  to  convict  him. 

In  the  course  of  my  entire  experience  as  a 
criminal  counsel,  (said  Mr.  D.,)  and  I  have  prac- 
tised at  the  bar  from  early  yoiUb,  I  have  never 
known  any  ri^  so  oonstantiy  appealed  to  in 
criminid  oases  as  tb»  oonstitntiraality  of  tha 
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Uv.  Tet  thin  ordininoe  tm,  70a  diill  not 
have  this  right  ia  South  Oaroiina. 

Here  is  involved  s  direct  violstioB  of  the 
ooostitntioD.  There  were  other  parts  of  the 
eonstitntion  which  were  either  in  their  spirit 
or  their  terms  Erectly  violated.  This  ordinanoa 
violated  almost  every  contract  or  compact  in- 
volved in  that  coDstitntion.  That  instrnment 
is  full  of  mutual  contracts  between  the  States. 
Almost  every  provisioti  implies,  if  it  does  not 
express,  the  compliance  on  the  parts  of  Uie 
States  with  some  contract  This  ordinance 
withdraws  them  from  the  performanoe  of 
these  obliffations.  He  would  refer  to  one.  The 
whole  of  these  free,  sover^gn,  and  Independeot 
States  had  iaoorpnated  into  tbmr  oonatltation 
■  provision,  from  which  no  one  can  fly,  to 
guaranty  to  eveiy  State  a  repnbliean  form  of 
government.  That  provision  is  openly  violated 
by  this  ordinance.  What  does  the  provirion 
Import  t  Zx>ok  at  it  with  the  eye  of  common 
sense,  and  not  through  the  medium  of  refine- 
ment ;  with  the  eye  of  those  who  framed  the 
constitution,  and  of  the  people  who  raUfied  its 
provisions.  "  We,  the  people,  agree  to  guaranty 
to  the  whole  of  this  ocnfederacy,  and  to  all  the 
States,  a  repablican  form  of  government."  The 
Senate  would  see  that  if  the  ordinance  of  South 
Oanditta  were  to  previdL  this  provirion  would 
be  d^eated,  and  rmdered  a  mere  nnlUty.  Oan 
we  (sud  Hr.  D.)  guaranty  a  repablioan  fbrm  of 
government  to  a  State  which  disclaims  our 
right  to  do  so,  which  puts  hersdf  upon  her 
sovereignty,  and  sets  up  for  herself!  If  she 
does  this,  the  coDstitntion  is  worse  than  a  farce. 
If  South  Carolina  should  desire  to  establish  a 
monarchy,  if  a  minority  of  the  people  of  the 
State  should  so  decide,  and  secede,  we  might 
Uie  very  next  day  see  a  dictator  there,  instead 
of  a  republican  form  of  government.  Thus,  it 
would  be  shown  that  we  had  guarantied  a  form 
of  government  which  any  State  in  the  UidoQ 
would  have  the  power  to  abolish  and  abandon. 
In  oanying  ont  the  ordinance  of  South  Oanrii- 
na,  intmded  to  nidUfy  the  rerorae  laws  akme, 
the  Lwislatare  of  ^e  State  bad  practically 
nnllified  an  immense  body  of  laws;  and  this 
mode  of  obtaining  their  object  has  l>een  agreed 
to  be  ooustltatlonal  and  r^ht 

They  had  nnllified  that  important  proTision 
whieh  seenree  the  right  of  trial  by  an  imparlial 
jury. 

He  was  going  on  to  say,  that  the  State  of 
South  Oaroiina,  in  nullifying  the  revenue  laws, 
had  nnllified  slso  an  immeose  body  of  other 
laws.  She  had  annulled  the  provisions  of  the 
judiciary  act,  prescribing  the  mode  of  appeal- 
ing from  the  State  tribunus  to  the  federal  courts, 
in  all  caaes  of  Uw  and  Mui^  ariaiiu  under 
tiie  oonstitation  and  laws  of  the  Unltea  States. 

But  he  wonid  go  farther.  Kot  by  the  ordi- 
nance of  South  Carolina^  but  by  the  military 
arrangements  of  the  Executive  of  the  State, 
was  uiat  provision  of  the  constitution  whidi 
takes  away  from  a  State  the  power  "to  keep 
troops"  rignaQy  vvdated.    I  take  (siud  Hr., 
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D.)  these  doomnenta  to  mean  fldrly  and  candidly 
what  they  e^qtress.  I  take  thev  meaning  1a 
their  fhir  and  candid  qrfrit  They  who  framed 
the  onUnanoe  and  laws  are  entitled  to  this  con- 
struotifn.  They  mean  what  they  speak,  and 
perhf^  something  more  than  they  speak.  And 
when  we  see  the  Executive  the  State  kern- 
ing troops  in  Charleston,  It  is  obvions  that  tmi 
provision  of  the  constitntion  is  violated. 

Again:  These  laws  of  the  State  of  South 
Carwina  contein  principles  which  are  snbver^ 
sive  of  those  of  the  United  States.  Not  only 
is  the  supremacy  of  our  laws  whistled  to  the 
wind,  but  the  paramonnt  diaraeter  of  onr  na- 
tional alleffianoe  is  denied  and  overthrown. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  D.,)  I  cannot  find  in  the  oonstita- 
tion, expressly  or  impliedly,  a  warrant  fbr  the 
course  of  South  Canuina,  and  can  therefore  en- 
tertain no  doubt  of  our  constitnUonal  power  to 
enact  this  bill  into  a  law.  What  are  its  ten- 
dencies and  objects! 

It  is  Diunfiil  to  see  the  tme  character  of  a 
I^slative  measure  so  strangely  perverted  or 
misconceived  as  this  has  been  in  the  course  of  the 
present  debate.  We  have  it  in  print  before  us ; 
It  has  lain  npon  onr  desks  for  many  days,  liable 
to  the  strictest  examination ;  it  hangs,  inacoee- 
sible  to  vision,  upon  no  lofty  pillar ;  it  has  al- 
ready travelled  through  the  press,  and  has  been 
canvaased  by  the  people^  in  a  variety  of  Vays ; 
it  cannot  now  be  demined  1^  mere  rhetoric, 
nor  bmled  under  s  mound  of  obloquy.  like 
the  oonstitation  on  which  I  have  been  com- 
menting, ite  words  are  plain  ,  and  intelligible, 
and  it  is  meant  for  tiie  home-bred,  unsc^histi- 
cated  understanding  of  onr  fellow-citizens. 
Who  cannot  perceive  that,  in  every  one  ctf  its 
provirions,  in  all  its  possible  action,  it  is  pnrelr 
and  simply  defenrive  t  It  is  illuminated  with 
a  declaration  to  which  a  Senator  adverted,  "  let 
us  alone,  and  we  will  let  you  alone."  It  is  called 
into  being  by  the  ordinance,  laws,  and  military 
dfflnonstnitions  of  South  Carolina;  and  it  can- 
not work,  except  as  counteractive  of  avowed 
sehemes  to  evade,  roust,  and  nullify  our  lawa. 
TliMO  sohemea,  it  is  agraed  aa  all  hands,  must 
succeed,  if  we  supinely  fold  onr  arms.  If  they 
are  legitimate  and  just,  let  them  -succeed ;  if 
they  are  wrong,  and  subversive  of  our  peace, 
our  constitution,  and  our  statntes,  we  must  act, 
or  «ve  up  the  Government  as  inci^ble  or  unfit 
to  be  administered.  The  bill  proposes  to  ex- 
haust the  (dvil  and  judicial  means  of  carrying 
the  laws  into  execution,  before  a  single  move- 
ment of  a  different  kind  be  countenanced. 
When  our  legal  custody  of  imported  goods,  un- 
der the  duty  act,  is  avowedly  to  be  defeated  by 
Uie  extraordinuy  replevin  hiw,  can  we  4,0  Um 
than  double  the  number  and  strength  of  onr 
cnstom-hoDse  bdts  and  baraf  When  the  ave- 
nues to  do  jnstioe  are  poisoned  or  polluted  by 
test  oaths,  oan  we  do  less  than  devise  modes 
of  reaching  and  entering  her  eternal  temple, 
through  purer  and  safer  channels?  And  when 
the  Bobliiae  terrors  of  the  bloe  cockade  and  the 
palmetto  bntton  are  paraded  befors  onr  ejea. 
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may  we  not  be  exooBed,  in  mere  effort  to  keep 
oar  courage  from  oozing  out  at  oar  fingers*  ends, 
ve  permit  tiie  eule  to  soar  a  little,  only  a  UtUe, 
and  the  stars  ana  etz^wato  ftn  bat  gently  our 
ftinting  spirits?  Sir,  (said  Hr.  D.,)  law  is  alike 
odioas  and  dangerooa  to  those  who  wish  to  dis- 
obey it.  Restrunt  is  always  arbitrary,  dictato- 
rial, despotic,  in  the  vocabulary  of  those  who 
desire  to  do  as  they  please,  and  what  they  please. 
Yet  are  tlte  pec^Ie  of  this  coontry  strongly  im- 
pressed with  the  coDTiction  that,  without  law, 
there  can  be  no  liberty ;  and  that  they  who  preach 
disobedience  to  the  one,  are  the  most  apt  to 
disregard  the  other.  There  is  something  very 
oppressive  about  the  coarse  of  control  which 
this  bill  sanctions.  Obedience  to  the  revenne 
laws  is  to  be  enforced,  first,  through  collectors, 
snrveyors,  and  tide-waiters.  Is  not  this,  mr, 
quite  imprecedented  F  Then,  the  interference  of 
maiahala,  Inuliffs,  and  tipstaves,  is  authorized. 
Wbo  can  ima^e  a  greater  extension  of  arbi- 
trary power}  Anon,  impartial  (aye,  there's 
the  mb)  judges  And  jurors  are  provided.  Is 
not  this  assuming  a  most  belligerent  and  offen- 
rive  attitude  1   But  it  gets  worse  and  worse, 

our  laws  are  threatened  with  prostration, 
onr  officers  with  violence,  and  the  community 
with  riot,  oonfiagration,  and  bloodshed,  why 
then,  the  bill,  in  pure,  unmixed,  unmitigated  des- 
potiam,  arms  the  President  wit^  the  overwhelm- 
and  exterminating  power  of  issnin^  death 
warraDts.  No  I  his  prodamationto  dispovel 
Sr,  the  Boston  port  loll,  the  Jersey  prison  ship, 
flie  impwial  ukase  of  desolation  agamst  Poland, 
was  nothing  to  tids;  all  their  virtues  concen- 
tr^ed  could  not  eqnal  a  Premdential  proclama- 
tiiou  to  enforce  the  payment  of  duties  on  a  hogs- 
head of  sugar  I  But  enormity  accnmulates  upon 
enormity ;  and  this  dreadAil  bill,  denounced  as 
a  declaration  of  war,  actually  authorizes  tbe 
ofBoers  of  the  customs,  when  the  property  under 
their  chai^  shall  l«  endangered  by  nuruly 
combinations  and  force,  to  back  out  of  the 
scrape,  run  away,  and  not  stop  nntil  they  have 
a  river  between  themselves  and  their  assailants  1 
It  is  too  much ;  the  mindples  of  *98,  the  holy 
canse  of  fanman  freedom,  the  blood  of  oar  an- 
eestora^  the  bloe  oookade  and  the  palmetto  but- 
ton, cannot  sanction  or  endure  it 

6ir,  (said  Hr.  D.,)  this  is,  in  plain  reality,  the 
outline  of  the  bill,  until  we  reach  a  point  at 
which,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  lives, 
HbOTlies,  and  properties  of  onr  fellow-citizens 
fn  South  Carolina,  it  may  become  necessary  to 
quell  refractory  and  treasonable  disobedience 
with  the  vigor  and  promptness  of  military  or 
naval  force.  If  the  emergency  be  brought  on 
by  those  who  are  bent  upon  throwing  off  their 
allwiance  to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the 
lan^  we  may  deplore,  but  we  cannot  avoid  it ; 
we  must  meet  it  with  every  posrible  forbear- 
anoe,  but  with  firmness.  Ours  wUl  not  be  the 
reqwnaibility  for  consequences,  unless  we  ful 
Sn  preparing  adequately  and  effectively  to  pre- 
vent or  ameliorate  them.  Nor  have  I  the 
drMd,  which  is  entertaioed  by  others,  (tf  nung, 


on  special  occanons,  and  by  authority  of  law, 
the  regularly  armed  energy  of  the  country.  In 
its  present  reduced  conution  as  to  nambers, 
though  admirable  state  as  to  dlsdpline,  more 
finrce  coald  not  be  expected  to  be  at  any  time,  • 
or  on  any  point  at  the  dupo«tion  tihe 
Executive,  than  Hr.  Jefferson  called  oat,  under 
one  of  the  precedents  for  the  present  law,  to 
carry  into  effect  the  embargo. 

Our  Union  (said  Hr.  D.)  is  an  incalculable 
blesnng.  While  it  has  lasted,  what  have  we  not 
accomplished,  both  in  peace  and  in  war !  All 
the  great  objects  c£  the  human  associations  have 
been  ooltivated  and  attained  with  almost  unex- 
ampled rapidity  and  ease.  Liberty  has  been 
chastened,  and  made  forever  stable ;  science 
has  1}eea  stormed  in  her  hundred  trenches,  and 
mastered  in  all  hst  ramparts;  h^ipinesa  has 
gently  diflflised  itself  throoghoat  an  immense 
population,  taking  its  own  ways  over  a  bound* 
less  region  of  country :  and  wealth  and  pow- 
er have  gradually  made  the  American  peo- 

Ele  rivals  aS  Greek  and  Roman  feme.  All  tiie 
igh  aims,  too,  of  a  virtuous  ambition  have 
been  reached  in  war.  Independence  consummat- 
ed \  renown  everywhere  acknowledged ;  glory, 
bright  among  the  brightest  I  Yield  away  the 
coostitution  and  the  Union,  and  where  are  we  t 
lettered  into  fragments,  and  not  able  to  claim 
one  portion  of  the  past  as  peculiarly  its  own  I 
Sir,  our  Union  is  not  merely  a  blesnng ;  it  is  a 

rlitical  necessity.  We  cannot  exist  without  it 
mean,  that  all  of  existence  which  is  worth 
having  must  depart  with  It  Onr  liberties 
could  not  endare  the  incessant  oonfiiots  of  civil 
and  conterminous  strife;  our  independeooe 
would  be  a  real  mockery ;  onr  yerj  memories 
would  tnm  to  bittemesa. 
The  Senate  a^onmed. 


HoHDAT,  February  11. 

Snmua  (hUeetimMU—NuOMeaUonf—Powen 
eA«  lidtml  Jwnaiairy. 

Hr.  IbiuB,  of  Soatii  Oarcdina,  atid :  I  shall 
now  proceed  to  etwuder  the  ordinance. 

Although  I  have  shown  that  the  people  of 
South  Carolina  having,  in  their  sovereign  char- 
actor,  put  their  constraction  on  their  rights, 
which  stofra  all  further  consideration,  except  of 
an  unconstitutional  or  belligerent  nature,  I  wiH 
proceed  to  oonuder  this  question  as  sutiordinate 
to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 

The  first  section  declares  the  tariff  laws  null 
and  void.  The  State  has  the  right,  consistent 
with  tiio  constitution,  to  make  this  declaration. 
It  is  tiie  mere  recital  of  a  truth ;  only  declaring 
what  was  oi^inally  so.  But  it  is  argued  that 
the  tariff  is  constitution^.  If  soj  we  ara  not 
DOW  to  delude  that  question ;  thatisforanoQier 
forum.  We  are  not  to  expound  and  enforce 
our  own  law. 

Is  the  tariff  constitutional  ?  This  question 
most  be  decided  in  the  affirmative,  before  you 
can  enforce  its  provinons,  or  impogn  its  ovdi- 
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nance.  Tlie  power  to  protect  domestic  mana- 
f&ctoree  Is  not  to  be  foand  in  terms  in  the  con- 
atitotiou.  If  it  ia  to  be  fonnd  at  all,  it  most  be 
among  the  inoiclental  powers.  Thoa,  under  the 
•  taxinjt  power,  the  right  to  protect  ia  aet  np. 
Bnt  It  IB  the  opinion  of  the  great  body  of  the 
people  of  Soath  Oarolina  that  the  right  to  tax 
for  rerenne  does  not  extend  the  right  to  tax  for 
protection.  It  is  aaidbythe  Pre^dent,  that,  as 
the  [K>wer  to  tax  is  in  Oongreaa,  they  can  tax 
to  ADj  extent,  without  the  right,  on  the  part  of 
BD7  (me,  to  qnestion  the  motiTB ;  tiiis  I  denj 
as  a  correct  priociple  of  oonatltotional  ooostrao- 
Moa.  The  people  haTa  the  right  to  examine  the 
motive.  A  limited  power  to  tax  can  only  be 
lovperiy  restrdned  bj  lookbg  at  the  motive. 
Oongreaa  have  the  power  to  fix  their  own  &m- 
pensation ;  they  may,  under  the  taxing  power, 
levy  a  tax  on  the  people,  intending  to  matribate 
the  same  among  tbemeelves ;  this  oonld  only  be 
prevented  by  the  people  refanng  to  pay  it.  if 
the  tax  is  laid  with  an  improper  motive.  The 
true  way  to  teat  this  tax  is  to  analyze  the  law, 
and  then  determine  whether  it  is  competent  to 
levy  a  tax,  to  give  the  benefit  thereof  to  the 
manufacturers.  We  have  the  treasury  estimate 
of  in  extra  amoont  of  taxation,  equal  to  six 
milllona ;  take  this  sum,  and  then  inquire,  can 
Omgreag  levy  that  amount,  and  give  the  same 
to  the  mannfoctnrers  9  This  right  to  levy  a  tax 
for  protection  la  by  aome  referred  to  tbe  power 
to  regulate  conunerce.  By  looking  into  the 
proceedings  preliminary  to  the  adoption  of  the 
Federal  (^vemment,  to  be  fonnd  in  the  first 
volume  of  the  lawa  of  Oongress,  it  will  be  there 
seen  that  this  power  was  desired  only  to  protect 
the  navigating  interest ;  the  ot^ect  being  dearly 
to  invigorate  and  encourage  commerce,  not  to 
cripple  and  destroy  it  I  will  not  dwell  on  thia 
mbjeot.  I  delivered  my  opinions  at  length  in 
the  debate  on  the  passage  of  the  last  tariff.  This 
subject  has  undergone  a  moat  thoron^^  investi- 
gation, and  the  united  voice  of  the  planting 
States  {)ronoonced  the  principle  of  protection 
unconstitutional.  Thia  is  no  new  doctrine,  for 
the  first  time  broached  by  the  convention  of 
South  Carolina.  It  has  been  pronounced  from 
Viigiuia  to  Mia^ippi  for  the  lost  eight  years. 
Bnt  it  has  been  oi^ed  that  the  revenue  is  re- 
pealed, as  well  as  the  protection ;  and,  there- 
fore, the  ordinance  ia  unconstitational. 

Sir,  let  us  examine  a  little  the  validity  of  tiiis 
objection  to  tiie  ordinwioe.  If  it  be  partly  con- 
taminated, the  whole  ia  void.  The  fraudulent 
exeontion  of  a  valid  power  makes  the  deed 
noil  A  dollu^  part  ^ver,  part  pewter,  is  a 
counterfeit  Where  a  wron^-doer  mixes  hia 
goods  witii  those  of  another,  if  there  is  no  way 
to  ascertain  how  mnoh  belonsa  to  each,  he  who 
produces  the  difficnlty  must  lose  what  belongs 
to  him.  Who  could  expect  to  be  paid  for  sugar 
sold,  if  half  were  sand  ?  It  is  the  fault  of  him 
who  practises  the  fraud,  if  he  loses  that  which 
might  have  been  valuable. 

TIh  third  aection  declares  that  appeals  shall 
not  be  taken  from  the  State  ooort.  This  con- 


travenes SfiUi  aeotton  (tf  thejn^uiary  aot,it 
is  airid. 

It  ia  well  known  that  the  rig^t  to  take  a  case 
from  tiie  State  conrt,  ,hy  an  i^>eal  to  tbe  Sn- 
preme  Oourt,  has  been  oontested  in  every  form, 
ever  dnce  Uie  enactment  (tf  tUa  law. 

Tbe  jadidal  power  of  the  United  Sutea  shtll 
be  vested  in  one  Supreme  Court,  and  in  each  infer- 
ior courta  as  the  Congress  may  from  time  to  time 
ordain  and  establiafa.  Tbe  judges,  both  of  the  Sa- 
preme  and  inferior  courts,  shall  bold  their  offices 
during  good  bebarior,  and  shall,  at  stated  times, 
receive  for  their  services  a  compenaation,  wtddi 
shall  not  be  diminished  during  thnr  continuance  ia 
offiee." 

By  this  danse  in  the  oonstitatloii,  it  is  de- 
dared  that  the  Jndidal  power  of  tibe  United 
States  ahall  be  vested  in  one  Snpreme  Oonrt, 
and  in  such  inferior  courts  as  the  Congress  maj 
from  time  to  time  ordain. 

The  whole  of  the  judicial  power  is  thus  vested 
in  the  United  States  court  By  whatonthority 
oan  any  power  he  transferred  by  Oongress  to 
the  State  courts  I   There  ia  no  such  power. 

"  The  judicial  power  shall  extend  to  all  casea  in 
law  and  equity  ansiDg  under  this  Constitution,  the 
lawa  of  the  United  States,  and  the  treaties  nude, 
or  which  shall  be  made,  under  their  authority ;  to  all 
cases  affecting  ambanadors,  other  pubUo  nmdstma, 
and  consuls  ;  to  all  caaea  of  adnunuy  and  maritlnie 
jurisdicUCn ;  to  controverries  to  which  tbe  United 
States  ahatl  be  a  party;  to  controversies  between 
two  or  more  States ;  between  dtixens  of  different 
States ;  between  citizens  of  the  same  State  claim- 
'  tng  lands  under  grants  of  different  Slates ;  and  be- 
tween a  State,  or  ^e  dtisens  thereof;  and  foreign 
States,  dtixens,  or  subfecta." 

Having  provided  for  the  courts  in  the  first 
clause^  they  have,  in  this  one,  provided  for  the 
jurisdiction,  whidi  is  limited  to  all  cases  in  lav 
and  equity  arlaing  under  the  constitution  and 
laws  (^  the  Uidted  States.  Extend  to,"  meani^ 
reach  to,  cover.  These  words  do  not  give  ex- 
clusive jurisdiction. 

Judicial  power  ia  a  generic  term,  induding 
the  Supreme  Court  and  the  inferior  oourts  of 
the  United  States. 

A  State  court  is  not  an  inferior  oonrt  of  the 
United  States,  and  therefore  no  appeal  oan  feurly 
be  predicated  on  the  proceedings  of  the  State 
courts. 

There  is  a  subsequent  douse,  which  provides 
that  the  State  courts  shall  be  bound  by  the  con- 
stitution, wd  tiie  laws  made  in  pursuance  there- 
of, and  to  treaties;  this  was  tiie  only  chei^ 
which  was  intended  to  secure  the  rights  of  pe> 
sons  under  the  constitution,  laws,  and  treaties. 
Hiere  is  no  more  ground  to  suppose  State 
courts  could  not  be  trusted  to  execute  such 
cases  as  might  l>e  brought  in  State  courts, 
where  righta  were  secured  under  the  Federal 
Government,  than  the  Governors. 

Where  fagitives  may  be  demanded,  the  United 
States  cannot  control  this  officer ;  he  may  de- 
mand, or  not ;  so  the  State  officers  most  swear 
to  support  the  constitution  of  the  United  States ; 
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if  abej  do  not,  there  is  no  way  for  this  Gorero- 
ment  to  compel  them,  onlefls  1^  a  resort  to  fcnrce, 
Thich  vas  not  intended. 

The  Preffldent  reliea  on  this  clause:  "This 
constitntioQ,  and  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
which  shall  be  made  in  pursDance  thereof  and 
all  treaties  made,  or  whidi  shall  be  made,  under 
the  authori^  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  the 
supreme  law  of  the  land :  and  the  judges  in 
every  State  shall  be  bound  thereb]r,  any  thing 
in  the  otaistitation  or  laws  of  anj  SttXt  to  the 
oontraiy  notwithstanding,"  to  prove  the  State 
eoarts  bound  to  sustain  uie  United  States  laws. 
This  is  not  denied ;  but  not  when  those  laws 
are  in  violatioa  of  the  oonstitutioo ;  and  it  was 
not  intended  that  the  State  judges  should  have 
their  deciuons  qnestioned  any  more  by  federal 
Judges,  than  federal  Judges  should  have  their 
opinions  questioned  by  State  judges — both  were 
to  be  final  in  their  sphere.  State  couts  are  of 
general  ^nrisdiction,  nothing  presumed  out  of 
their  junsdiotion ;  federal  courts  limited.  Every 
tiling  must  be  |)roven  to  give  jurisdiction. 
Upon  general  prmdples,  there  would  be  more 
propriety  in  uie  State  ooorts  reverung  the 
ftdeial  oeeldiHM,  than  the  cuiTerBe,  beoanse 
■U  ooortB  of  limited  juiadSotiiHi  may  be  kept 
wiUifai  thdrprovinoe  by  ooarts  of  general  jnris- 
diotion. 

The  Prerident,  in  his  proclamation,  says,  the 
laws,  constitution,  and  treaties,  are  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land.  This  is  not  a  correct  view  of 
the  constitution.  The  President  seems  to  con- 
sider a  law  above  the  constitution,  and  the 
treaties  snbject  to  it.  Now,  I  understuid  it  to  be 
exsctly  difierent.  The  treaties  are  not  required 
to  be  made  in  pursnanoe  of  the  constitution,  but 
the  laws  are. 

A  treaty  may  become  necessary,  impairing. 
In  some  instance,  the  ocHutitntion ;  and  it  u 
Inddent  to  the  war  power.  The  trwty-makiiu 
power  may  Mrly  be  conndered  as  an  independ- 
ent  substantive  one,  involving  the  highest  poli- 
tical rights;  and,  whm  sanctioned  by  two- 
thirds  of  the  Senate,  binding  on  the  constituted 
anthoriti^  of  the  United  States  and  the  States. 
And  here  I  will  remarlE,  there  seems  no  ground 
to  suppose  tliat  tiie  terms  "  law  of  the  land," 
mean  any  thing  more  than  that  the  constitution, 
and  laws  of  the  United  States  made  in  pursu- 
ance thereof  and  treaties,  are,  by  this  clause, 
made  ihe  law  of  tiie  land  of  the  States,  not  of 
th»  Ui^ted  States  ;  th«y  have  no  laud  but  tbe 
pnbUo  land ;  the  2m  terra  referred  to  here  is  the 
weal  law ;  and  federal  laws  ore  made  a 
part  <tf  Uie  local  law,  and  to  be  locally  adminis- 
tered. So  much  for  the  a^ument  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Pennsylvania,  who  seeks  to  enlarge 
thenowers  of  the  United  States  by  this  clause. 

The  last  danse,  (of  the  ordinance,)  the  subject 
of  seces^on,  has  been  misnnderstood  by  some, 
and  misrepresented  by  others.  The  constitution- 
ality of  secession,  or  whether  it  shall  be  peaceable 
or  not,  is  not  involved  in  the  principles  laid 
dofro.  It  is  predicated  on  the  assumption  of  a 
bcdligorant  postaire  1^  the  Federal  Government 


[Sbuxb. 

towards  Sonth  GaroUna,  It  is  not  true  that 
any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment to  enforce  the  revenue  law  is  made  the 
condition  upon  which  the  secession  diall  take 
place.  The  exception  is  a  very  broad  one — any 
attempt,  except  by  the  "  civil  institutions*'  of 
the  country.  This  most  material  qualification 
baa  been  left  out  by  the  Presddent,  when  ad- 
verting to  this  subject  in  the  proclamation. 

This  latter  olause  is  considered  another  viola- 
tion of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 
It  is  only  the  declaration  of  a  purpose,  «ad  not 
the  ezeonUon  of  one.  There  is  nothing  to  be 
considered  but  the  abstractions  cont^nedthere- 
in.  He  sud,  upon  the  general  right  to  secede^ 
he  would  only  state  what  his  opinions  were ; 
the  conventioti  of  South  Carolina  would  deter- 
mine for  themselves.  He  did  not  think,  as  a 
political  principle,  the  Federal  Government 
could  recognise  this  right,  simply  because  no 
Government,  unless  it  is  so  sgreed  upon  in  its 
constitution,  can  recognise  that  which  may  lead 
to  its  own  dissolution.  Social  compacts,  from 
thek  nature,  imply  a  perpetuity ;  poBtical  ocon- 
pacts,  such  as  our  fedoal  sy^em,  do  so  lUce- 
wise.  The  eonstituUon  contains  stipolatkois 
of  a  binding  character  to  assodate,  bot  none  to 
secede.  Even  admitting  the  most  indubitable 
and  extensive  sovereignty  to  be  recognised  as 
belon^ng  to  the  Stat^,  still  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment could  not  admit  the  right  of  the  States 
to  secede.  Yet  if  a  State  shall  be  construned, 
under  any  circumstances,  which  I  trust  may 
never  occur,  to  discuss  this  qaestion,  whether 
the  <»rcamBtaaoes  upon  whicn  she  places  her 
rights  will  justify  her,  most  of  course  be  for 
her  ooDsideration,  not  mine.  I  can  scarcely 
conceive  of  a  state  of  facts  in  which  secession 
would  not  follow  a  state  of  things  making  it 
immaterial  to  iuqoire  whether  it  is  peaceable  or 
revolutionary.  There  are  many  things  whidi 
Government  cannot  formally  admit,  which 
necessity  forcw  it  to  acquiesce  in.  Thus,  for 
instance,  the  absolute  unqaalified  right  to  emi- 
gTffte  cannot  be  admitted  by  Government,  since 
the  admission  of  this  right  might  operate  ex- 
ceedingly harsh  on  the  residue  of  the  commu- 
nity, if  pushed  to  extremity ;  although  the 
Gbvemment  may  have  the  right  to  guard 
against  its  own  dissolution,  or  on  unjust  with- 
drawal of  individuals  from  the  common  burdens, 
yet,  still,  this  would  be  an  arbitrary  power,  and 
must  be  recurred  to  only  in  the  very  last  resort. 
To  arrest  a  wtizen  and  ocmfine  him,  because  he 
proposes  to  emigrate,  would  in  most  cases 
involve  the  Government  in  more  trouble  and 
expense  than  the  detention  would  compensate 
for.  A  father  cannot  admit  the  right  of  a 
daughter  to  marry  without  his  consent ;  yet,  if 
she  does  marry,  he  must  submit^  and  make  the 
most  of  the  new  relationship  of  his  child.  So 
of  suicide :  no  Government  can  admit  the  right 
of  any  one  to  take  his  own  life ;  yet,  if  he  will 
destroy  himself,  yon  cannot  punish  nim. 

I  consider  that  a  State  has  the  same  right  to 
setvde  that  a  oiUzen  has  to  emigrate.  It  is,  in 
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&ct,  only  a  different  mode  of  doing  the  same 
thii^.  Erery  citizen  of  a  State  may  emigrate, 
and  thus  destroy  the  State ;  in  that  event,  the 
United  States  could  not  take  possession  of  the 
soil  The  Federal  Government  cannot,  in  the 
abstract,  admit  of  aeoesnon ;  nw  oan  a  Btata 
admit  in  the  abatraot  the  right  of  emigra- 
tion, anlesB  ooreiuuited  for,  as  in  Oonneotioat. 
Yet  if  a  State  will  secede,  and  a  citizen  will 
emigrate,  there  is  no  way  to  prevent  them,  but 
by  Uie  exercise  of  such  arbitrary  power  as  will 
shock  the  moral  sense  of  a  people  accnstomed 
to  live  In  a  free  Government.  To  make  war  on 
a  State  to  keep  her  in  the  Union,  would  be  bnt 
tbe  extension  of  the  right  of  hanging  a  man  to  . 
prevent  his  emigration.  The  States  most  keep 
their  citizens  by  wise  and  liberal  policy,  whole- 
some and  benevolent  laws;  ana  the  United 
States  must  keep  the  States  from  seceding  in 
the  same  way.  The  use  of  ibroe  may  show  the 
tyrant,  bnt  cannot  prevent  ib»  act. 

After  all,  Uils  ordinance  oan  be  omddered 
only  in  the  natnn  of  a  lease  entry,  and  ooater, 
to  try  title  with  the  manafactorers. 

I  nave  thus  attempted  to  prove  that  oar 
ordinance  does  not,  in  any  one  mstanoe,  violate 
the  coDstatntion  of  the  United  States. 

I  bad  intended  to  comment  on  the  provi- 
rions  of  this  bill,  bnt  I  will  content  myself  by 
simply  stating  the  positions.  Other  gentlemen 
have  discusscMl  them.  I  will  only  rraiark  that 
the  precedents  referred  to  are  laws  requiring  the 
use  of  force  witiiout  the  body  of  any  State,  ani 
wMoh  in  one  instanoe  the  Iresident  refused  to 
enter,  because  it  was  at  war  witli  the  rights  of 
the  State  and  the  first  prindplea  ttf  liboty ;  I 
mean  the  Indian  interconrse  law  in  the  case  of 
GeoTfpa. 

The  bill  is  nnconstitntiona],  because  it  confers 
the  war  power  on  the  President. — 1st  and  8th 
section  of  the  constitution. 

It  subjects  a  citizen  to  punishment  when  he 
has  been  guilty  of  no  crime,  by  seizing  his  prop- 
erty, and  compelling  him  to  pay  cash  duties. — 
6th  article  of  amendment. 

It  violates  the  rights  of  the  people  of  the 
State,  so  far  as  to  give  a  jweferaaoe  to  other 
ports. — 9th  secUon. 

It  deprives  the  <dti»n8  ot  South  Oarolins  of 
the  same  rights  as  citizens  of  otiiw  State&— ^Ui 
sectton. 

It  places  tiie  military  of  the  United  States 
above  the  civil  anthority  of  a  State. 

It  confers  on  the  President  legislative  powers 
to  ^ut  up  the  port  of  Charleston. 

It  ^ves  federal  courts  jurisdiction  of  cases 
which  do  not  arise  nnder  the  laws  and  oonstitu- 
tiion. — 3d  section^  8d  article. 

It  subjects,  without  trial  or  process  ot  law, 
citizens  to  be  arrested  and  deprived  of  th^r 
liberty. 

It  punishes  the  freeman  of  q>eech  and  of  the 
press. 

It  aaUiorizea  the  Preddent  to  consider  the 
Legislature  of  a  State  as  a  mob,  and,  by  issuing 
his  prodamatirai,  to  disperse  than  by  force. 


It  imposes  omd  and  unjust  fines,  and  in- 
directly forfeits  the  ofBce  of  State  officers,  who 
must  obey  thur  own  laws,  or  be  disfranchised. 

It  substitutes  armed  force  for  the  judicial 
tribnnals  of  the  country.  It  makes  a  district 
court  an  ^pellata  eonrt  over  the  State  eoort^ 

as  to  Ao^Mf  AM^ptCA 

It  comp^  persona  to  proseeate  anUta  In  tho 
federal  oourts,  where  the  eonrt  must  only  n cm- 
suit  the  party  fbr  want  of  jurisdiction,  or  take 
Jaris^otion  upon  the  su^eslion  of  a  defendant, 
not  warranted  by  law;  thereby  making  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  court  to  depend  on  the  error 
or  wickedness  of  all  defendants, 

I  have  attempted  to  prove  that  a  State  has  a 
right  to  Jndge  in  the  last  resort  of  a  violation  of 
the  oonstitntion ;  tiiat  the  proceedings  of  the 
State  of  South  Carolina  violate  no  provision  of 
^e  constitution ;  that  the  means  resorted  to  to 
protect  her  reserved  rights  are  for  her  judg- 
ment aUine ;  that,  aferong  ai  they  awear,  they 
are  warranted  by  the  nsnrpationa  of  Uiis  Ooti 
emment ;  that  uie  qnestitms  presented  to  the 
descendants  of  a  ^orions  ancestry,  are  liberty 
or  slavery ;  the  constitution  with  the  Union,  or 
the  Uidon  withont  a  oonstitntion ;  that  we  do 
not  propose  to  secede,  except  tiiis  Gtoresimient 
treats  us  as  a  pnblio  enemy,  and  drives  as  to 
the  necessity  of  choosing  between  the  halter 
and  the  bayonet;  that  you  have  the  physical 
right,  not  the  moral  one,  to  pass  the  bill  now 
under  consideration ;  that  it  is  the  assertion  of 
your  rights  by  force  against  an  organized  Gov- 
erameot,  and  Is  therefore  war ;  that,  in  ntter 
oontempt  of  the  fundamental  prino^les  of  the 
Government,  in  derogation  m  tiie  theory  of 
fbderaliaai  itself,  yon  sabstitnte  fbree  for  law, 
the  sword  for  the  ermine ;  that  the  sacred  prin- 
ciples of  justice  require  yon  to  reduce  the  taxes, 
and  relieve  a  patriotic  and  a  suffering  people 
from  poverty  and  oppression. 

Knowing  as  I  do  (and  which  is  too  well  at- 
tested by  the  event*  of  the  day  for  any  honor- 
able Senator  to  be  ignorant  of)  that  a  de^  and 
settied  sense  of  discontent  pervades  tbe  great 
mass  of  the  people  of  South  Carolina ;  that  the 
sober,  calm,  patriotic  population  of  Tiivinia, 
South  Carolina,  Georpa,  Alabama,  and  iGs^ 
uppi,  revolt  at  this  system  of  protection,  as  aa 
invauon  of  thdr  oonstitntionat  righta,  I  cannot 
help  expressing  a  deep  solicitude  that  this  bQlj 
in  ita  present  offensive  form,  may  not  recave 
the  sanction  of  the  present  Congress. 

I  shall  not  run  any  parallel  between  this  con- 
troversy and  the  revdntionary  struggle.  The 
doctrine  upon  which  we  rest  our  rights  do  not 
involve  snch  principles.  Sir,  I  regret  that  sus- 
picions of  the  personal  hatred  of  the  Preudent 
towards  the  people  of  South  Carolina  should,  is 
the  opinion  of  her  public  authorities,  have  ren- 
dered it  necessary  to  arm  in  protection  of  their 
perswtal  righta,  as  well  as  in  defence  of  thdr 
mndamentu  laws. 

Sir,  idat^  myself  Inairarely  selfish positioD, 
there  is  no  honorable  Senator  who  has  hi^er 
motivea  to  preserve  the  peace  and  good  ardsr 
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offloeiety.  I  have  notliiBg  to  gain,  erery  thing 
to  kwe  bjr  oivfl  commotion. 

If  the  first  daoM  of  this  bill  Is  retained  and 
pa— od,  I  bsTe  mbstantial,  vell^roonded  fears 
of  tiie  oonseqnenoes.  The  exception  in  the  last 
danse  in  the  ordinance  is  a  Terj  eztensive  one, 
yet  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  this  bill  will  make 
a  case  without  the  exception.  If  the  Senator 
from  FennsylTania,  or  any  other  Senator,  sop- 
poses  that  both  or  ^ther  of  the  representativea 
of  South  Oarolina  on  this  floor  bold  that  State 
in  the  palm  of  their  hands,  it  is  a  great  mistake. 
Horn  nottrwn  tantat  eomponere  litet.  The  poli- 
tioal  power  of  that  State  is  now  in  the  hands  of 
intellect  and  indepoident  planters,  who  think 
tar  tiiemaelvef,  and  act  accordingly.  What 
oonrse  Till  be  taken  upon  the  passage  of  this 
bill,  and  omisnon  to  rdodify  the  tariff^  I  am  not 
*  pf^Mtred  to  say.  From  an  article  in  the  leading 
pm>er  at  the  capital  of  that  State,  one  exercising 
much  inflaenoe,  and  reflecting  a  resectable 
portion  of  pnblio  opinion,  it  seems  bnt  Uttle  at- 
tention will  be  paid  to  the  interference  of  Yir- 
^ia,  at  least  in  tlie  opinion  of  that  writer. 
Ibis  article,  although  written  with  great  ability, 
I  am  sore  does  icjnstice  to  the  motives  of 
onr  elder  and  mneh  respected  dster.  Be  that 
as  it  may,  every  motive  (tf  b^volence,  jostice, 
and  pmoence,  urge  xa  to  abstun  from  rash  or 
vuikufbl  legialatioiL  IHio  will  try  the  strength 
<tf  the  diamond  by  the  hammer  and  the  anvil  ? 
To  tiiat  imperUnent  onrionty  which  wishes  to 
test  the  Tirtne  of  the  Union,  I  wonld  refer  to 
ttie  <kte  of  Anaelmo.  Believe,  me  sir,  the  ex- 
periment 18  a  nseless,  and  may  prove  a  fatal 
one. 

I  fear  interested  and  malevolent  persons  have 
lent  themselves  to  the  basest  and  most  profligate 
pnrposes,  in  misrepresenting  both  the  President 
and  the  dominant  party  in  Soath  Oarolina  to 
each  otbw.  I  know  that  a  very  s^ng  convio- 
tkn  pravailB  tiiat  the  Ohief  Magistrate  mixes 
personal  with  pnblio  oondderations  on  this 
U) ;  tliat  be  seeks  to  indnlge  in  the  pasdon 
revenge,  and  imbrue  his  hands  In  the  Mood 
of  some  m  the  public  men  of  that  State.  And 
I  knoW}  moreover,  that  before  this  shall  happen, 
»  generovB  and  spirited  population  will  come  to 
their  rescue.  The  people  will  not  permit  tiieir 
public  Ainctionaries,  acting  under  Ubeir  com- 
mand, and  olotbed  with  the  panoply  of  their 
power,  to  be  led  like  criminals  to  the  chamel- 
Louse.  Before  this  will  take  place,  many  a 
hnye  man  will  perish.  What  Senator  can 
derire  to  see  the  States  pass  under  the  yoke) 
How  long  anoe  this  body  has  surrendered  thdr 
indcDeiktoioe  to  the  huh  behests  of  the  £z- 
aortive  t  Bolfoar  and  nawdon  have  not  con- 
tended, in  tile  pag»  of  history,  for  the  honor  of 
Uie  execution  of  Hayne.  If  blood  and  carnage 
flow  from  this  bill,  the  Senate,  in  after  limM, 
will  not  be  emnlons  of  the  share  they  had  in 
.pasnngit 

Sir,  I  do  not  deny  the  power  to  pass  such  a 
IrilL   Cain  had  the  powo:  to  kill  his  brother, 
maaheth  had  the  povor  to  tifce  the  lifi&  of  the 
TobZIL— « 
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ui^ntanate  Maiy.  The  r^cide  court  had  tiie 
power  to  ovmule  the  plea  to  Its  JurisdiotitHi, 
by  Charles  the  Hrst.  Bonaparte  had  the 
power  to  poison  his  prisoners  at  Jaffa.  The 
question  I  make  is,  as  to  your  right — ^moral 
right — ^by  force,  to  compel  the  people  of  South 
Carolina  to  disolwy  their  oaths  and  violate  Uieir 
most  sacred  oUiipitiona  to  thdr  State  Govern- 
ment. 

It  may  be  asked,  if  this  bill  be  passed,  what 
rights  are  left  to  South  Carolina  1  She  has  the 
right  to  slink  from  her  pontion,  and,  Uke  a 
thievish  slave,  submit  to  the  lash  of  a  master. 
Hay,  she  has  the  furtlwr  right  left  her — that 
right  which  Lnoretia  had,  after  was  dis- 
honored. She  has  the  right  left  her,  which 
Yirginiua  had,  after  the  decree  was  pronounced 
which  made  ms  daughter  a  slave.  She  has  the 
right  wbioh  Leoni^as  had,  to  dispute  tiie  pas- 
sage of  the  Persian  army  at  the  Straits  of 
Thermop^lffi.  She  has  the  right  to  resdst  un- 
constitutional taxation,  as  her  fathers  did ;  and 
she  has  the  reserved  right,  which  no  Govern- 
ment can  lake  away,  nor  tyranny  destroy-^the 
^oriona  right  to  live  itea  or  £ew 

A^oumed. 


TxraSDAT,  February  13. 
3£od\fieation  of  tAa  Taitiff'-Omfromu  MU. 

Ur.  Cut  nwe,  and  addressed  the  Senate  to 

the  following  effcKt : 

I  yesterday,  sir,  gave  notice  that  I  should  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  modify  the  various 
acts  imposing  duties  on  imports.  I,  at  the  same 
time  added,  tiutt  I  should,  with  the  permission 
of  the  Senate,  offer  an  explanation  of  the  prin- 
ciple on  which  that  bill  is  founded.  I  owe,  sir, 
an  apology  to  the  Senate  for  this  conrse  of 
action,  because,  altiioogh  strictly  parliamentary, 
it  is  nevertheless  out  of  the  usual  practice  of 
this  body ;  bnt  it  is  a  course  which  I  trost  that 
the  Senate  will  deem  to  be  Justified  by  the  in- 
teresting nature  of  the  subject  I  rise,  dr,  on 
this  occanon,  actuated  by  no  motives  of  a  pri- 
vate nature,  by  no  personal  feelings,  and  for 
no  personal  objects;  but  exclusively  in  obe- 
dience to  a  sense  of  the  duty  which  I  owe  to 
m^  country.  I  trost,  therefore,  that  no  one 
will  anticipate  on  my  part  any  ambitious  dis- 

f lay  of  such  humble  powers  as  I  may  possess, 
t  is  dncerely  my  purpose  to  present  a  plain, 
unadorned,  and  naked  statement  of  facts  con- 
nected with  the  measure  which  I  shall  have  the 
honor  to  propose,  and  with  the  condition  of  tiie 
country.  Wnen  I  sorv^,  rir,  the  whole  ftoe 
of  our  oonntry,  I  behold  all  around  me  evi- 
dences of  the  most  gratifying  prosperity — a 
prospeot  which  would  seem  to  be  without  a 
cloud  upon  it,  were  it  not  that  throuj^  all  parts 
of  the  country  there  exist  great  dissentions  and 
unhappy  distinctions,  which,  if  they  can  possi- 
bly be  relieved  and  reconciled  by  any  broad 
sdione  of  legislation  adapted  to  all  interests, 
and  T^arding  the  ftelings  of  all  seottons,  ought 
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to  be  quieted;  and,  leadingto  which  otjeot,  any 
measure  ought  to  be  well  received. 

In  preseQting  the  modiflcation  of  Uie  tariff 
lawB  which  I  am  now  about  to  sabmit,  1  have 
two  great  o^ects  in  view.  Myfirstobjectlooks 
to  the  tariC  I  am  compelled  to  express  the 
opinion,  formed  after  t^e  most  deliberate  reflec- 
tion, and  on  a  full  inrrej  of  the  whole  country, 
that^  whether  rightfoUy  or  wrongftilly,  iho 
tariff  stands  in  inumnent  danger.  If  it  should 
even  be  preserved  during  Hub  auAm,  it  moat 
fiill  attheneztMadoii.  By  what  drenmrtanoes, 
and  throogh  what  eansee,  haa  arisen  the  ne- 
oessify  for  this  ohuige  in  the  policy  of  our 
country,  I  will  not  pretend  now  to  elacidate. 
Others  there  are  who  may  differ  from  the  im- 
wes^ons  which  my  mind  has  received  upon 
point  Owing,  however,  to  a  variety  of 
conoorrent  causes,  Uie  tariff,  as  it  now  ezista,  Is 
in  imminent  danger ;  and  if  the  system  can  be 
preserved  beyond  the  next  session,  it  mnst  be 
by  some  means  not  now  within  the  reach  of 
human  sagacity.  The  fall  of  that  policy,  sir, 
wonld  be  prodaoUve  of  coDseqoences  calami- 
tCHis  indeed  When  I  look  to  the  variety  of  in- 
terests whiob  are  involved,  to  the  number  of 
incUvidnals  interested,  the  amonnt  of  capital 
invested,  tiie  value  of  the  buildings  erected,  and 
the  whole  arrangement  of  the  buriness  for  the 
proseoutioo  of  the  variooB  branches  of  the 
mann&otnring  art  which  have  sprang  m>  nnder 
the  fostering  care  of  this  Government,  I  cannot 
contemplate  any  evil  eqn^  to  the  sodden  over- 
throw of  all  those  interests.  History  can 
produce  no  parallel  to  the  extent  of  the 
mtsohi^  which  would  be  produced  by  such 
a  ^saater.  The  repeal  of  the  edict  of  Nantes 
itself  was  nodiing  in  comparison  with  it.  That 
condemned  to  exile  and  brought  to  rain  agreat 
nnmbw  of  persons.  The  most  respectable  por- 
tion <rf  the  ponidation  (rf  Franoe  were  con- 
demned to  exile  and  rain  by  tiiat  measure. 
But  in  my  opinion,  sir,  the  sudden  repeal  of  the 
tarUf  polioy  wonld  bring  rain  tmd  destraotion 
im  the  wbue  pottle  of  tnis  oonn^.  There  ia 
no  evil,  in  my  opmion,  equal  to  the  consequen- 
ces which  would  result  from  such  a  oatastropbe. 

What,  sir,  are  the  complaints  which  unhappily 
divide  Uie  people  of  this  great  country  ?  On  the 
one  hand,  it  is  said  by  those  who  are  opposed 
to  the  tariff,  that  It  unjustly  taxes  a  portion  of 
the  people,  and  paralyzes  tiieir  industry ;  that 
it  is  to  be  a  perpetual  operation ;  that  there  is 
to  be  no  ma  to  the  system,  which,  right  or 
wrong,  ia  to  be  urged  to  their  inevitable  ruin. 
And  what  is  the  just  comphunt,  on  the  other 
hand,  ci  those  who  support  the  tariff)  It  is, 
that  the  policy  of  the  Government  is  vacillating 
and  uncertain,  and  tiiat  there  is  no  stability  in 
onr  legislation.  Before  one  set  of  books  are 
furly  opened,  it  becomes  necessary  to  close 
them,  mA  to  open  a  new  set  Before  a  law 
can  Ik  tested  by  experiment,  another  Is  passed. 
Before  the  present  law  has  gone  into  operation, 
beibre  it  is  yet  nine  monttis  old,  passed  as  it 
was  under  droomatanoes  of  extraordinary  de- 
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lit)eration,  the  fruit  of  nine  months'  labor — be- 
fore we  know  any  thing  of  its  experimental 
effects,  and  even  tiefore  it  commences  its  opera- 
tions, we  are  reqoired  to  repeal  it  On  one 
side  we  are  nr^  to  repeal  a  system  which  is 
fhiugbt  with  ram ;  on  the  other  side,  the  check 
now  imposed  on  enterprise,  and  the  state  of 
alarm  in  which  the  publto  mind  has  been 
thrown,  render  all  pradeat  men  desirous,  look- 
ing ahead  a  Uttie  wi^,  to  adopt  a  state  of 
thmgs,  on  tlie  stabfll^  at  which  they  may  hava 
reason  to  count  Snoh  is  the  stateof  fteHngm 
the  one  ride  and  on  the  otiier.  I  amanziouato 
find  out  some  principle  of  mutual  accommoda- 
tion, to  satisfy,  as  far  as  practicable,  both  parties ; 
to  incresse  lita  stability  of  our  l^islation ;  and 
at  some  distant  day,  but  not  too  distant,  when 
we  take  into  view  the  magnitude  of  the  interests 
which  are  involved,  to  bring  down  Ijie  rate  * 
duties  to  that  revenue  standard  for  which  our 
opponents  have  so  long  contended.  The  baris 
on  which  I  wish  to  found  this  modification,  is 
one  of  time ;  and  the  several  parts  of  the  bill  to 
which  I  am  about  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Senate,  are  founded  on  this  bads.  I  prc^oaeto 
^ve  proteetkn  to  our  mannfiwtarea  articles, 
adequate  protectiMi,  for  a  length  of  time,  which, 
compared  with  the  length  of  human  life,  is  very 
long,  but  which  is  short  in  proportion  to  the 
l^itimate  discretion  of  every  wise  and  parental 
system  of  government;  securing  the  stabili^ 
of  legislation,  and  allowing  time  for  a  gradual 
redaction  on  one  side,  and  on  the  other  propos- 
ing to  reduce  the  rate  of  duties  to  that  revenue 
standard  for  which  the  opponents  of  the  system 
have  so  long  contended.  I  will  now  proceed  to 
lay  the  provisions  of  this  bill  before  the  Senate, 
with  a  view  to  draw  thwr  attention  to  the  true 
character  of  the  bUL 

Ifr.  0.  then  proceeded  to  read  the  first  sectiMi 
ot  the  bilL  According  to  this  seotion,  he  said, 
it  would  be  perceived  that  it  was  proposed  to 
come  down  to  the  revenue  standard  at  the  end 
of  Uttie  more  than  idne  years  and  a  half,  givln« 
a  protection  to  onr  own  manufactures,  which 
he  hoped  would  be  adequate,  during  the  inter- 
mediate tim^.  Hr.  O.  recapitulated  the  provi- 
sions of  the  sections,  and  showed  by  rarioos 
iliustrations,  how  they  would  operate. 

Mr.  0.  then  proceeded  to  read  the  oomment 
at  great  length  upon  the  second  section  of  the 
bill.  It  would  be  reudleoted,  he  said,  that  at 
the  last  seasion  of  Otmgreas,  with  a  yiw  to 
make  a  eonoesdui  to  the  Soothera  seotion  of 
the  country,  low  priced  woollens,  (those  sup- 
posed to  enter  into  the  oonsnmption  of  slavea 
and  the  poorer  classes  of  persons,)  were  taken 
ont  of  the  general  class  of  duties  on  woollens, 
and  the  duty  of  them  reduced  to  five  per  cent. 
It  would  t>e  also  recollected  that  at  that  time 
the  geatiemen  from  the  South  had  said  that  this 
couces»oD  was  of  no  consequence,  and  they  did 
not  care  for  it ;  and  he  believed  that  they  did  not 
now  consider  it  of  any  greater  importance.  Aa, 
ther^ore,  it  had  failed  the  puq)ose  for  which 
it  was  taken  out  of  the  otHnmon  tHaaa,  be 
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tboa^t  it  ooght  to  be  brought  bade  again,  and 
placed  b/  the  ride  of  other  descriptioiu  of  wool- 
JeoB,  and  made  sabject  to  the  same  rednotiim  of 
dQtr  as  propoeed  by  this  eeotion. 

HaTing  Bext  read  through  the  third  section 
ai  the  bUl,  Mr.  O.  said,  that^  after  the  exptratioQ 
of  a  term  of  years,  this  section  lud  down  a  mle 
by  which  the  duties  were  to  be  reduoed  to  the 
rerenne  standard  which  had  been  so  long  and 
■0  earnestly  contended  for.  Until  otherwise 
directed,  and  indAhnlt  of  prorUiMlbdngmade 
for  the  wants  of  the  Government  in  18^  a 
role  was  thus  provided  for  the  rate  of  duties 
thereafter :  Congress  being,  in  the  mean  time, 
authorized  to  adopt  any  other  mle  which  the 
exiguicies  of  the  ooontry  or  its  financial  condi- 
tion might  reqnire.  That  Is  to  say,  i£,  instead 
the  doty  of  20  percent,  proposed,  15  or  17 
per  omt.  of  duty  was  sofficient,  or  36  per  cent 
dioold  be  found  necessary,  to  produce  a  revenue 
to  d^Tray  the  expenses  of  an  economical  ad- 
ministnUion  of  the  Government,  there  was 
BotluDg  to  prevent  either  of  those  rates,  or  any 
other,  from  bdng  fixdi  npon ;  whilst  the  rate 
of  80  per  cent  waa  introdneed  to  guard  agiunBt 
any  fulore  on  the  ^art  of  Oongresa  to  make  tiie 
reqnisite  provitdon  in  due  season. 

Tlus  section  of  the  bill,  Mr.  O.  stid,  ocmtained 
also  another  clause,  suggested  by  that  spirit  of 
harmony  and  conciliation  which  he  prayed 
mi^t  preside  over  the  councils  of  the  Union  at 
tUs  trying  moment  It  provided  (what  those 
persons  who  are  engaged  in  mannfoctnrea  have 
80  long  anzion^y  required  for  their  security) 
that  duties  shall  be  pud  in  ready  money ;  and 
we  shall  thus  get  rid  of  the  whole  of  that  credit 
system  into  which  an'  inroad  was  made  in  re- 
to  woollens,  by  the  act  of  the  last  session, 
section  further  contuned  a  inroTiso,  that 
mdiing  in  any  part  of  this  act  shoold  be  oon- 
stmed  to  interfere  with  the  freest  exerdse  of 
the  power  (mF  Congress  to  lay  any  amount  of 
duties,  in  the  event  of  warbrealEing  out  between 
this  country  and  any  foreign  Power. 

0.  having  then  read  the  fourth  section  of 
the  bill,  said  uiat  one  of  the  considerations 
stron^y  urged  for  a  reduction  of  the  tariff  at 
tliis  time  was,  that  the  Government  was  likely 
to  be  placed  in  a  dilemma  by  having  an  over- 
flowing revenue;  and  this  apprehension  was 
the  ground  of  an  attempt  totally  to  change  the 
protective  policy  of  the  country.  The  section 
which  he  had  read,  Mr.  O.  said,  was  an  effort 
to  goard  against  this  enl,  by  relievtus  aho- 

Ser  from  duty  a  portion  of  the  artacles  of 
Mt  now  subfeot  to  it  Some  of  these,  he 
would,  under  the  present  rate  ,of  duty 
upon  them,  produce  a  oonriderable  revenue; 
the  article  of  silks  alone  would  probably  yield 
half  a  million  of  dollars  per  annum.  If  it  were 
poeuble  to  pacify  present  dissensions,  and  let 
things  take  their  course,  he  believed  that  no 
difBcnlty  need  be  apprehended.  If,  said  he,  the 
bill  wMch  this  body  passed  at  the  last  session 
of  Congress,  and  has  ainin  passed  at  this  session, 
ihaQ  pass  the  other  Hooae,  and  become  a  law, 


and  the  ^radnal  rednetion  of  duties  shall  take 
place  which  is  contemplated  by  the  first  section 
of  this  bill,  we  shall  have  settied  two  (if  not 
three)  of  the  great  questions  which  have  agi- 
tated this  oomttry — that  of  the  tariff^  of  the 
public  lands,  and,  I  will  add,  of  internal  im- 
provement also.  For,  if  tiiere  shoold  still  be  a 
sur^UB  revenue,  that  surplus  might  be  appliedf 
nntil  the  year  18^  to  the  eompletion  of  the 
worka  of  mtemal  improvement  already  com- 
menced; and,  ^ler  184S,»Tdianoefbrallftinda 
for  purposes  of  internal  improvemoit  should  be 
placed  Qpoo  the  operation  of  the  land  bill,  to 
which  he  had  already  referred. 

It  was  not  his  object,  Mr.  O.  sud,  in  referring 
to  that  measure  in  connection  with  that  which 
he  was  about  to  propose,  to  connder  them  as 
united  in  their  fote,  being  desirous,  partial  as  he 
might  be  to  both,  that  each  should  stand  or  fall 
upon  its  own  intrinsic  merits.  If  this  section 
of  the  bill,  adding  to  the  number  of  free  artidea, 
should  become  law,  along  with  tlie  reduction 
of  duties  proposed  by  the  first  section  ot  the  bill, 
it  was  by  no  meant  sore  that  we  abonld  have 
any  surplus  revenue  at  alL  Ha  bad  been  asbo^- 
ished.  indeed,  at  the  prooess  of  reaMM^ng  by 
whidt  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaenry  had  amved 
at  the  conolurion  that  we  should  have  a  surplus 
revenue  at  all,  though  he  admitted  that  such  a 
conclodon  could  be  arrived  at  in  no  other  way. 
But  what  was  this  process  t  Butiesof  aoerti^ 
rate  now  exist ;  the  amount  which  they  produce 
is  known;  the  Secretary,  proposing  a  reduction 
of  the  rate  of  duty,  supposes  that  the  duties  wUl 
be  reduced  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  the 
reduction  of  the  duty.  Now,  Mr.  C.  said,  no 
calculation  could  be  more  unoertun  thtm  that 

Mr.  C.  would  now  take  a  view  <tf  some  of  the 
objectiona  which  would  be  made  to  the  bill.  It 
m^btbeacddthattheactwasprospeotiTe;  that 
it  bound  oar  successors ;  and  that  we  had  no 
power  thus  to  bind  them.  It  was  true  that  fbn 
act  was  prospective,  and  so  was  almost  every 
act  which  we  ever  passed ;  but  we  coold  repnu 
it  the  next  day.  It  was  the  established  usage 
to  give  all  acts  a  prospective  operation.  In 
every  tariff  law  there  were  some  provisions 
which  go  into  operation  immediately,  and  others 
at  a  future  time.  Each  Congress  legislated  ac- 
cording to  their  own  views  of  propriety ;  their 
acts  did  not  bind  their  successors,  bat  created  a 
species  of  pnblio  foith  whloh  would  not  radily 
bis  broken.  Bnt,  if  this  bill  ahonld  go  into  op- 
eration, as  he  hc^wd,  even  againat  hope,  that  it 
might,  he  had  not  a  doubt  t£at  It  wotdd  be  ad- 
hered to  by  all  parties.  There  was  but  (me  con- 
tingency which  would  render  a  change  nece»< 
sary,  and  that  waa  the  intervention  of  a  war, 
which  was  provided  for  in  the  bill.  The  hands 
of  Congress  were  left  untied  in  this  event,  and 
they  would  be  at  liberty  to  resort  to  any  mode 
of  taxation  which  they  might  propose.  Bnt, 
if  we  suppose  peace  to  continae,  there  would  be 
no  motive  for  disturbing  the  arrangement,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  every  motive  to  carry  it  into 
effect.  In  the  next  place,  it  will  be  objected  to 
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the  bill,  by  the  firiends  of  the  protectiTe  policy, 
(of  whom  he  held  himself  to  be  ooe,  for  his 
mind  was  Immatably  fixed  in  favor  of  that  pol- 
itgr,)  that  it  abaodoned  the  power  of  protection. 

he  contended,  in  the  fint  place,  that  ama- 
pennon  of  the  ezerdae  of  thepowcrwaanotan 
abandoDment  <tf  it;  ferthe power  was  in  the 
oouatitation  aoocnding  to  onr  tiwoir ;  was  pat 
there  by  its  framers.  and  conld  only  be  dislodged 
by  the  people.  After  the  year  1842,  the  bill 
provided  that  the  power  should  be  exenused  in 
a  certun  mode.  There  were  fonr  modes  by 
which  the  indnstry  of  the  country  could  be 
protected:  First,  the  absolute  prohibition  of 
rival  foreign  articles.  That  was  totally  unat- 
tempted  by  the  bill ;  but  it  was  competent  to 
the  wisdom  of  the  Government  to  exert  the 
power  whenever  they  wished.  Second,  the 
unpositioD  of  duties  in  sach  a  manner  as  to  have 
■o  reference  to  any  object  but  revenue.  When 
we  had  a  lai^  public  debt,  in  1816,  the  datiea 
yielded  thir^-sereD  millions,  and  paid  so  much 
more  of  the  pnblio  debt;  and  snbseqnently,  they 
yielded  bat  euht  or  t«n  million^  and  paid  so 
much  less  of  the  debt.  Sometimes  we  had 
to  trench  on  the  sinking  fund.  Kow,  we 
bad  no  public  debt  to  absorb  the  surplus  rev- 
euae,  and  no  moUve  for  oontinning  the  dntiei. 
Ko  man  can  look  at  the  condition  of  the  country, 
and  8^  that  we  can  carry  on  this  system,  wiUi 
aocumulating  revenae,  and  no  practicable  way 
of  ezpsading^  it.  The  third  mode  wa£  attempted 
last  session,  in  a  res(^ntion  which  he  had  the 
honor  to  ntbmit  last  year,  and  which,  in  fact, 
ultimately  formed  the  b&sia  of  the  act  which 
finally  paaaed  both  Homes.  TUs  was  to  ruse 
as  macn  revenue  as  was  wanted  for  the  use  of 
the  Government,  and  no  more ;  but  to  raise  it 
from  the  protected,  and  not  from  the  unpro* 
tec  ted  articles.  He  would  say,  that  he  regret- 
ted, most  deeply,  that  the  greater  part  of  the 
country  woulu  not  suffer  this  principle  to  prevail 
It  onght  to  prevul ;  tmd  the  day,  in  his  opinion, 
would  come,  when  it  woold  be  adopted  as  the 
permanent  policy  of  the  country.  Shall  we 
legislate  for  oor  own  wants,  or  those  of  a  foreign 
country  t  To  protect  our  own  intere^  in  op- 
tion to  io^j^  legislation,  was  tiie  basis  of 
system.  Tnefonrth  mode  in  which  pro- 
tection could  be  i^orded  to  domestic  iadustry 
was,  to  admit,  free  of  duty,  every  article  whi<m 
aided  tiie  operations  of  the  manofacturers. 
These  were  tne  four  modes  for  protecting  oor 
industry ;  and  to  those  who  say  that  the  bill 
abandons  ^e  power  of  protection,  he  would  re- 
ply, that  it  did  not  toncn  that  power ;  and  that 
the  fourth  mode,  so  far  from  being  abandoned, 
is  extended  and  upheld  by  the  bill  The  most 
that  can  be  objected  to  the  bill  by  those  with 
whom  he  had  co-operated  to  support  the  pro- 
tective ^TBtem  was,  that,  in  consideration  of  nine 
■ttd  a  half  years  of  peace,  certainty,  and  stabili- 
ty, the  Tnanqfaotnrers  relinqnished  aome  ad- 
Tsutsges  which  th^  now  ei^o^ed.  lb.  0. 
oondaded  witii  aildsg  leave  to  introdnoe  bis 
InlL 


[FbbbiUmt,  1888. 

Mr.  FoBBTTH  presumed,  he  said,  that  the  mo- 
tion for  leave,  in  its  present  stage,  was  a  subject 
of  disousuon ;  if  so,  he  begged  leave  to  say  a 
word  or  two  in  opposition  to  it.  He  oppwed 
the  introdaotion  of  tiie  bill  as  a  revenne  meaBture^ 
and  npcm  it  donanded  the  yeas  and  nay^  which 
were  ordered. 

Ur.  HoLUB  ocmfflssed  that  this  was  the  first 
time  but  one  that  be  ever  beard  an  objection 
made  to  a  motion  of  leave.  Common  courtesy 
required  that  any  Senator  should  have  leave  to 
introduce  any  bill  he  pleased.  He  did  not  know 
whether  he  shoold  like  the  principles  of  tUs 
bill  but  he  would  like  to  have  it  on  the  table^ 
and  see  whether  he  would  approve  of  it. 

Mr.  FoBSTTB  replied,  that  if  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  hod  not  explained  the  proTiaions  of 
tiie  bill,  and  shown  them  to  be  unconstitutional, 
he  should  have  no  ol^ections  to  its  introduction. 

Mr.  PoormzTBB  roomed  his  hearty  thanks 
to  the  Soiator  from  Eentncky  fbr  introdudng 
this  bill,  and  be  hoped  he  would  have  leave. 

Mr.  Oalhoub  would  make  but  one  or  two 
observations.  Entirely  approving  of  the  object 
for  which  this  bill  was  introduced,  he  should 
give  his  vote  in  favor  of  the  motion  for  leave 
to  introduce  it.  He  who  loves  the  Union  most 
desire  to  see  this  agitating  question  brought  to 
a  termination.  Until'  It  should  be  terminated, 
we  conld  not  expect  the  restoration  of  peace  or 
harmony,  or  a  sonnd  condition  of  things, 
throughout  the  country.  He  believed  that  to 
the  nnhi^py  diviuons  which  had  k^  the 
Kmiiliem  and  Soathem  States  tt^art  from  each 
other,  the  present  entirely  degraded  condition 
of  the  country  (for  entirely  degraded  he  believed 
it  to  be)  was  solely  attributable.   The  general 

erinciples  of  this  bill  received  his  approbation, 
[e  believed  that  if  the  present  diffiotUties  were 
to  be  a4justed,  they  must  be  a^usted  on  tbe 
principles  embraced  in  the  bill,  of  fixing  ad 
valorem  duties,  except  in  the  few  cases  in  the 
bin  to  which  specific  dnties  were  assigned.  He 
said  that  it  had  been  bia  fate  to  occupy  a  posi- 
tion as  h(>stUe  as  any  one  could,  in  reference  to 
the  protectmg  policy;  but  if  it  depended  on 
his  wtU,  be  would  not  give  bia  vote  for  the 
prostration  of  the  manuuctnilDg  interest.  A 
very  large  coital  had  been  invwted  in  manu- 
facturers, which  had  been  of  great  service  to 
tbe  country;  and  he  would  never  give  his 
vote  to  suddenly  withdraw  all  those  duties 
by  which  that  capital  was  sustmed  in  the 
channel  into  which  it  had  been  directed.  But 
be  would  only  vote  for  tbe  ad  valorem  system 
of  duties,  which  he  deemed  the  most  beneficial 
and  the  most  equitable.  At  this  time,  he  did 
not  rise  to  go  into  a  consideration  of  any  of  the 
details  of  this  bill,  aa  such  a  course  would  be  pre- 
mature, and  contrary  to  the  practice  of  the 
Senate.  There  were  some  of  the  provisions 
which  had  hia  entire  approbation,  and  there 
were  some  to  which  he  otgected.  Bat  he  looked 
upon  these  minor  points  of  difi^renoe  as  points 
in  tbe  settlement  of  whixAi  no  difficulty  would 
occur,  when  gentlemen  met  together  la  that 
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FoBSTTH  to  abdk«  out  the  Bd  aeotioa  of  thft 

bill— 

It  wu  decided  b/  yeas  5,  nayfl  28. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Oalhoun,  tite  UU,  at 
amended,  was  ordered  to  be  piinted. 


Wkdnudat,  Febniary  18. 
Ibr{f  BetoJutioTU. 
"iir.  WsBBTKB  rose,  and  stated  that,  in  por- 
toanoe  of  the  notice  which  he  had  given  yester- 
day, he  vished  now  to  lay  on  the  table  some 
reeolntions,  ezpresriTO  of  his  opinioDB  on  tho 
important  snqeota  in  relation  to  which  a  bill 
was  presented  to  the  Senate  yesterday. 
The  resolutions  were  tilien  read,  as  follows ; 


qiirit  of  mntaal  compromise  which,  he  donbted 
not,  woold  be  brongnt  into  their  deliberationB, 
without  at  bU  yielding  the  constitatioDal  ques- 
tion as  to  the  right  of  protecti<HU 

Mr.  WnsTK  sud,  that  as,  by  ita  title,  the 
biU  appeared  to  be  merely  a  bill  to  modify  the 
ensting  revenue  laws,  it  oonld  hardly  be  re- 
jected as  a  bill  fbr  raising  revenne,  which 
oQght  to  <Higioate  in  the  other  Boose,  since 
tbwe  are  mai^  partionlars  in  which  aU  the  «ziM- 
Sng  reratinelaws  ni^t  be  modifled,wifhout  nus- 
ing  more  or  less  revenne.  Am  the  bUl  has  not 
boon  read,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  we  seem  to  know  no 
more  of  it,  regolarly,  than  its  titie  purports. 
That  title  describes  a  bill,  which  may  conatito- 
tionally  originate  in  the  Senate :  I  shall,  there- 
fore, Tote  for  the  leave. 

Bat  I  feel  it  my  dnty,  Hr.  President,  to  say 
a  word  or  two  upon  the  measure  itaelt  It  u 
impossible  that  tuis  proposition  of  the  honora- 
ble member  from  Keutncky  should  not  excite  in 
the  country  a  very  strong  sensation ;  and  in  Uie 
relation  in  which  I  stand  to  the  subject,  I  am 
anxifma,  at  an  early  moment,  to  say,  that  as  far 
aa  I  nndentand  the  InU,  front  the  gentieman's 
Btatcment  of  tt^  there  are  principles  in  it  to 
which  I  do  not  at  present  see  how  I  can  ever 
ooneor.  If  I  understand  the  plan,  the  iwnlt 
win  be  a  well-understood  surrender  of  the 
power  of  discrimination,  or  a  stipulation  not  to 
use  tliat  power,  in  tiie  laying  duties  on  imports, 
after  the  eight  or  nine  years  have  expired.  This 
appears  to  me  to  be  matter  of  great  moment 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  expressed  regret  that  he  sfaonld 
have  oreat«d  so  much  disou^on.  Be  did  not 
Impose  the  object  of  tiie  bill;  be  would  not 
hkre  raised  his  voice  on  the  subject,  if  the  mo- 
tion did  not  call  on  him  to  violate  a  provision  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  Abtllof 
tids  charat^,  howeTCr,  oo^t  to  pass  first 
under  the  oonrideratioam  the  immolate  repro- 
aentatives  of  the  people.  Be  refused  leave  to 
introduce  this  bill,  because  the  consUtotion  for- 
bids that  the  first  action  on  a  bill  of  this 
character  should  be  in  the  Senate. 

The  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  was  then,  with 
the  assent  of  the  Senate,  withdrawn. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  granting 
leave  lo  introduce  the  bill ;  which  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative,  and  the  bill  read  the  first  time. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  moved  that  the  bill  be  now 
read  a  seooud  time,  with  a  view  to  its  oommit- 
mentb 

This  motion  requires  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Dkikbbsov  objected,  on  the  ground  that 
it  was  too  important  a  bill  to  be  hurried  through 
itait^^ 

On  motioa  of  Mr.  Foaarrn,  bill  waa  m- 
deredto  be  [ninted. 

Snmue  CoUecHon  BiU. 

The  Senate  then  proeeeded  to  conrider  tiie 
InU  to  provide  ftarlher  fbr  the  oolleetioii  vi  the 
dntiea  on  imports. 

The  questum  being  oq  the  motion  of  Mr. 


Jtfolvtd,  That  the  anntui  nvMiiMM  of  the  oooDtry  I 
oogfat  not  10  be  allowed  to  ezoeed  a  Just  estimate  of 
the  wants  of  the  Government;  and  tut  as  soon  aa  it 
shall  be  ascertained,  with  reasonable  certda^,  that 
the  rates  of  duties  on  imports,  as  established  by  the 
act  of  July,  1882,  will  }4eld  an  excess  over  uose 
wants,  prondon  ought  to  be  made  for  their  reduc- 
tion ;  and  that,  in  making  this  reduction,  just  regard 
sboold  be  lud  to  the  vmous  interests  and  oplmons 
of  dllfereot  parts  the  country,  so  as  most  dfeiAn* 
ally  to  .preserve  the  integrity  and  harmony  of  the 
Umon,  and  to  provide  fbr  the  common  defimoe,  and 
promote  the  geueral  welfiue  of  the  whole. 

But,  whereas  it  Is  certain  that  the  diminution  of  'V. 
the  rates  of  duties  on  some  articles  would  increase,  ' 
instead  of  reducing,  the  aggregate  amount  of  reve- 
nue on  such  artidea ;  ana  whereas,  in  regard  to 
such  articles  as  it  has  been  the  policy  of  the  country 
to  protect,  a  sUght  reduction  on  one  might  pro- 
dace  easenUal  injury,  and  even  distress,  to  large 
classes  of  the  community,  while  another  might  bear 
a  larger  reduction  without  any  such  consequences ; 
and  whereas,  also,  there  are  many  articles  the  duties 
on  which  might  be  reduced,  or  aib^^etber  abolished, 
without  prododng  any  other  ^Rki  than  the  redne- 
tion  of  revenue:  Thrarfore, 

JUaolvtd,  That,  in  reducing  the  rates  of  dndes  flU 
imposed  on  imports  by  the  act  of  tlie  14tb  of  July 
aforesaid,  it  is  not  wise  or  ju(Uoioas  to  proceed  by 
way  of  an  equal  redaction  per  oentam  on  all  articles ; 
but  that  as  well  the  amount  as  the  time  of  reduction 
ought  to  l>e  fixed,  in  respect  to  the  several  articles  dls- 
tiactly,  having  due  regard,  in  each  case,  to  the 
questions  whether  the  proposed  reduction  will  aflbct 
revenne  alone,  or  how  far  it  will  operate  injuriously 
on  those  domestic  maun&ctnreslutherto  protected; 
espeoiaUy  such  as  are  essential  io  time  of  war,  and 
such,  also,  as  have  been  estaUished  mi  the  faith  of 
exislinglaws;  and,  above  all, how &rsaehiwoposad 
redoetion  will  aflbet  the  rates  of  wages  and  the  _ 
earnings  of  American  manual  labor.  ^ 

JUetolmdy  Tliat  it  is  unwise  and  injndieioiis,  in  9 
regulating  imposts,  to  adopt  a  plan,  hitherto  eqoaUy 
ooknown  in  the  history  of  this  Oove^nment,  and  in 
tfae  practice  of  all  enngbtened  nations,  whidi  shall, 
dtber  immediately  or  proqwetively,  r^ect  aU  dis* 
crimination  on  articles  to  be  taxed,  whether  tb^ 
bo  articles  of  necesnty  oroflnxui^,  of  general  con- 
BumptEon  or  of  limited  consomptitHi;  and  whether 
they'be,  or  be  not,  such  as  are  manafactured  and 
produced  at  home;  and  which  shall  confine  all  . 
duties  to  one  equal  rate  per  oentuffl  on  all  aitidsaL  LV. 

SmlMdt  That  since  the  people  of  Um  United  ^ 
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8tatM  IwTe  defwived  the  State  GoTerninents  of  all 
power  of  fostenug  manufactures,  however  indiapen- 
aahie  ia  peace  or  in  war,  or  however  important  to 
national  independence,  by  commercial  r^gulaUons, 
or  bj  laying  dodea  on  imports,  and  hare  tnnaferred 
the  whwe  authority  to  make  auch  regulationn,  and 
to  lay  sack  dutiei,  to  the  Congresa  of  the  United 
StatM,  CoDgreaa  eannot  rarrenaer  or  abandon  anch 
power,  comptttiUy  with  Iti  oMistf totional  dntj,  and 
therefore, 

Sstottid,  That  no  Um  ooght  to  be  passed  on 
v{)  the  sumeot  of  impoMs,  containing  any  atlpuUtion, 
tzpreaa  or  imfitted,  or  giTioK  any  pMge  or  aaaor- 
anoe,  direct  or  In^reet,  whieb  shall  tend  to  reatrun 
OoBgroM  from  the  foil  exen^,  at  all  times  here- 
after, of  all  its  constitutional  powers,  in  {^ving 
reasonable  protection  to  American  industry,  coua- 
tem^ng  the  policy  of  foreign  nations,  and  mun- 
taining  the  substantial  indepeodeooe  of  the  United 
States. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Dallu,  the  naolatioDs 
vera  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  bin  to  modify  the  act  of  the  14fik  of  July, 
18&2,  and  all  other  ecte  fanponng  duties  oa  im- 
pwtB,  was  read  a  aeo(»d  time. 

Mr.  DionaaoiT  moved  to  refer  the  bill  .to  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Hr.  GsinrDT  aaid  he  wonld  move  the  reference 
to  a  select  committee  of  fleven,  and  expressed 
his  hope  that  the  8«iator  fixnn  Koitnekr  [Mr. 
Olat]  woold  be  i^aced  at  the  head  of  tiiat  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  OLi.T  expressed  indifference  as  to  the 
committee  to  which  the  bill  should  be  referred. 
He  would  be  willing  to  send  it  to  the  Oommit- 
tee  OQ  i£anu£&ctures,  with  whom,  he  took  pleas- 
ure in  wrbig,  he  haaalwayaaoted  harmonioos- 
iTf  and  for  Uie  members  of  which  he  felt  so 
mndt  personal  respect;  yet,  for  the  reasons 
which  nad  been  urged  by  the  gentlenum  from 
Teuiessee,  he  conddered  that  it  wonld  be  most 
e:q>edient  to  send  the  subject  to  tjie  committee 
for  which  that  gentleman  had  mored.  This 
^d  not  seem  to  M  a  measnre  for  the  benefit  of 
any  exclamve  interest,  but  for  the  promotion 
of  the  general  harmony.  He  concluded  with 
seconding  the  motion  for  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Oalhoun  expressed  his  gratification  that 
the  oentieman  from  Tennessee  had  made  the 
motion,  and  that  the  gentleman  from  Kentnokj 
bad  aoquteeoed  in  it,  The  aatjeot  belonged  to 
no  existing  conmittee  whatever.  It  was  a 
pnjeei  tar  restoring  peace  and  harmony  to  the 
oouitry ;  and  he  hoped  that  the  motion  for  a 
-  ideot  conunhtee  wonld  prevaiL 

^e  mo^on  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Oommittee 
rai  Manufactures,  was  decided  by  yeas  19,  nays 
96. 

WnamuT,  Febnury  18. 

FrtridenUai  EUetion —  Omnting  ike  Vote*. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Houae  of 
Bi^reseiUativesi  stating  tiiat  the  House  was 
Mwy  to  imweed  to  tM  counting  of  tbe  votes 


[FZBBCABT,  1888. 

given  for  President  and  Yioe  President,  and 
were  waiting  to  receive  the  Senate. 

Mr.  OstrsBT  moved  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  for  the 
purpose  of  performing  ^e  duties  referred  to 
10  the  message;  which  motion  having  been 
agreed  to, 

The  Senate,  preceded  by  the  Freddent,j>r« 
Ufmpore^  attended  the  hall  of  the  House  of  Bep- 
resentatives; and,  after  having  performed  the 
duties  vhioh  called  them  there,  returned,  at 
twenfy  minutes  past  two  o'clock,  to  their  seats 
in  the  Senate;  when 

Mr.  GnuimT  offered  the  Showing  reecdnticm, 
which  was  considered  and  adopted : 

Batched,  That  a  committee  of  one  member  of 
the  Senate  be  appointed,  to  Join  a  committee  of 
two  members  of  the  Bouse  ctf  Representatives,  to 
be  app<Hnted  by  the  House,  to  wait  on  AMoaaw 
Jackbom,  of  Tennessee,  and  to  notify  blm  that  he 
has  been  duly  elected  President  of  the  Uidted 
States  for  four  years,  commencing  va  the  fourth 
day  of  March  next;  and  also,  to  notifr  MAamr 
Vam  Bvata,  of  New  ToriL  that  he  has  been  dnly 
elected  Tioe  PreddeiA  of  the  United  States  for  four 
years,  ooouaendag  on  the  fourth  day  of  March 
next. 

Mr.  MooBi  aaid,  he  rose  to  make  a  few  re- 
marks on  the  bilL  He  rose  with  no  hypocriti- 
cal pretence  of  an  extraordinary  attacUment  to 
the  Union.  As  meml>ers  of  this  body,  said  he, 
we  hare  all  sworn  to  support  the  constitution, 
and  I  concede  to  each  as  earnest  a  desire  to 
fulfil  this  duty  as  I  know  that  I  myself  feeL 
I,  dr,  am  fffood  to  be  an  Amerioan  oitiaen :  I 
am  proud  to  be  a  dtizan  of  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama ;  I  am  m)ud  oi  the  honor  of  a  seat  in 
this  Soiate.  But  much  as  I  prize  this  name, 
and  proud  as  I  am  of  the  hcmor  assigned  to  me 
by  the  partiality  and  indulgence  of  my  fellow- 
citixens,  I  should  be  false  to  them,  to  their  in- 
terests, and  to  myself  if  I  could  permit  this 
bill  to  become  a  law  without  having  done  all  in 
my  power  to  prevent  it 

Much  has  been  BtaA  about  the  course  which 
South  Oarolina  has  adopted.  I  do  not  feel  called 
upon  to  defend  either  her  principles  or  her 
action ;  that  task  will  he  performed  by  those  to 
whom  she  has  assigned  that  duty. 

In  vaj  oj^ion  tins  bill  presents  another  tesne, 
wldoh  uvMvee  directly  the  rights,  tiie  interests^ 
and  the  liberty  of  my  oonstituenta.  It  pro- 
poses to  oloUie  the  President  of  the  Umted 
States  with  dicAatcn^  and  discretionary  powers. 
It  does  more ;  it  proposes  to  place  the  issue  of 
civil  war  upon  tiie  ^scretiou  of  a  captain  of  a 
revenue  cutter,  the  caprice  of  a  young  lieu- 
tenant fresh  from  school,  or  the  folly  of  a  tide- 
WMter. 

It  makes  the  President  of  the  United  States 
a  national  diiAator,  and  converts  the  agents  who 
may  be  intrusted  with  the  execution  of  his  su- 
prant  dlsoretion  into  petty  chieftains,  who  are 
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required  to  tramd^e  Tipon  the  judicial  authorities 
of  the  States.  Yon  see  it  juaces  the  military 
above  the  oiril  anUiority,  and  sobstitntes  a  mili- 
tary despotism  for  the  peaoeflil  adminifltratioD 
of  the  laws. 

Bat  we  are  told  by  the  honorable  chairman 
ci  the  committee  who  reported  this  bill,  (Ur. 
WiLxiin,)  that  "  we  m^^  aafo^  intmst  these 
eztraor^nary  powers  to  the  hands  of  Andrew 
Ja^son,  becanse  he  aBsures  na  Andrew  Jadoaon 
never  has  abased  power.**  I  cosgratnlate  tiie 
honorable  g<entlenaan  opon  the  extent  of  his 
liuth.  It  is  at  least  equal  to  "  the  gnun  of 
mustard  seed,"  and  it  may  yet  aocompll^ 
miracles.  The  honorable  gentleman  should  re- 
member that  this  bill  proposes  to  authorize  the 
president  to  transfer  these  extraordinary  powers 
to  hia  agents.  Great  as  the  President  is, 
poirarftil  as  we  all  know  him  to  be,  he  must 
employ  agents  to  execute  his  will;  aaditneoes- 
nnly  follows  that  that  discretion  with  which 
you  clothe  the  Preddent  must  be  by  him  traos- 
nrred  to  his  agents,  to  the  oommandtts  of  his 
army  and  his  navy,  to  the  oolleotors  of  the 
revenue,  to  his  marshals  and  his  baUifi^  I  am 
not  disposed  to  make  a  question  with  the 
Mntleman  about  his  fidth  in  the  Praridott ;  but 
I  would  ask  htm,  are  yon  prepared  to  grant 
sneh  powers  on  the  Eaith  which  you  repose  in 
noh  agents  as  these  t  But,  sir,  away  with 
Bocb  solemn  trifling.  I  confer  this  a  question 
of  liberty,  and  not  of  futh ;  and  I  can  assure 
him,  that  if  his  constituents,  the  free  laborers, 
of  which  we  hare  heard  so  much,  permit  their 
rntreeentatiTes  to  bring  their  liberties  as  a  faith 
vmtingf  a  pim>itiation  to  oondliate  the  good 
will  of  the  Freridentj  those  of  whom  I  am  an 
nnworthy  representatiTe  place  thelts  above  all 

Srice.  Sir,  the  people  of  Alabama  are  as  much 
BToted  to  this  Union,  as  established  by  onr 
fathers,  as  the  people  of  any  other  State  can  be ; 
they  are  derotod  to  the  Unicm,  but  they  are 
devoted  to  it,  not  as  the  means  of  omtremon, 
not  as  the  source  of  civil  war,  but  as  the  palla- 
dium of  liberty.  I  have  said,  sir,  that  I  am  not 
called  npon  to  defend  eitiier  the  principles  or 
the  action  of  South  Oarolina.  I  have  said  that 
this  bill  makes  another  iasue,  which  involves 
directly  the  rights,  interests,  and  liberty  of  my 
emstituents.  The  gentieman  tells  ns  about  the 
ftee  labor  of  the  North ;  and  ibaj  tell  ns  that 
they  never  will  consent  that  this  free  labor  of 
the  Hordi  shall  be  redneed  to  the  same  condition 
as  the  dave  Wwr  of  the  South.  Do  gentlemen 
forget  that  there  are  tree  laborers  In  the  Sonth 
as  well  as  in  tiie  North  !  Do  gentlemen  forget 
that  the  otiject  of  this  constitntion  and  of  our 
Union  was  to  secure  equal  rights,  peace,  and 
happiness  to  all  onr  citizens  1  If  they  craioede 
this,  (V>d  none  will  he  so  lost  to  all  sense  of 
propriety  as  to  deny  the  truth  of  the  assertion,) 
what  right  has  the  free  laborer  of  the  North  to 
demand  that  his  labor  shall  be  protected  at  the 
expense  of  the  free  labor,  or  even  the  dave 
labor  of  the  South !  Tea,  sir,  I  say  of  the  slave 
hhoe  of  the  Bonth.  Fw,  idr,  with  ns,  labor  Is 


labor ;  it  matters  not  whether  it  be  of  the  slave 
or  of  the  free,  of  the  bondsman  or  his  master ; 
in  fjftct,  there  can  he  none  in  theory,  bat  in  the 
minds  of  those  hypocritical  pretenders  in  phi* 
lantbropy,  who  would  emancipate  our  slaves 
under  the  pretence  that  "  all  men  are  bom  free 
and  eqnal,"  and  butcher  their  masters  with 
mercenary  bayonets ;  but  as  the  gentieman  frfun 
Pennsylvaaia  who  ^(dce  last  (Mr.  Dai.us)  does 
not  like  the  wwd  meroenary,  I  will  s»  the 
hi^oneta  of  poww;  heoanse  we  inust  that  it 
never  was  intended  by  the  framers  of  the  oon- 
stitution  to  tax  tiie  slave  labor  of  the  South  for 
the  purpose  of  protecting  "  the  free  labor  of  tiie 
North."  Your  northern  gentiemen  have  a  holy 
horror  at  holding  a  fellow-creatnre  in  bondage, 
bat  they  feel  no  horror  at  the  idea  of  sending  an 
army  to  compel  the  owners  of  these  slaves  to 
pay  over  all  toe  profits  of  these  slaves  into  the 
pockets  of  the  northern  manufacturers  and 
capitalists.  They  consider  slavery  a  most  hei 
nous  offence  agfunst  God  and  man ;  yet  they 
call  up<m  US,  in  tiie  name  <tf  all  that  ^  dear  in 
religion  and  morals,  to  Mthorize  them  to  oyer^ 
run  South  OaroKna  with  fire  and  sword,  nnlnna 
she  will  pay  over  to  them  the  profits  ot  her 
slave  labor.  Or,  in  other  words,  they  are  too 
pious,  too  benevdent,  to  own  slaves  themselves ; 
but  they  ask  ns  very  modestiy,  sir,  to  convert 
the  owners  of  slaves  in  South  Oarolina  into  their 
overseers,  snperintonding  cotton  fields  and  rice 
plantations  for  their  benefit. 

Yes,  Hr.  Preudent,  disg^se  this  matter  as 
yon  will,  this  is  the  question.  We  have  long 
seen  the  tendency  and  object  of  the  tariff  poIi<^. 
We  deny  your  right  to  protect  the  free  labor  of 
the  North,  at  the  expense  of  the  slave  labor  of 
the  Bonth.  With  nathere  is  no  distinotion 
tween  the  lahw  of  the  slave  and  tbe  labw  of 
the  flree,  of  the  bondsman  and  his  master. 

The  God  of  nature,  nor  the  constitution, 
whioh  alone  has  the  right  to  detormine  what 
shall  be  law  upon  this  subject,  has  made  no 
distinction,  and  we  will  not  permit  this  Gov- 
ernment to  do  it ;  to  yield  such  a  power  would  f 
be  to  permit  the  free  laborers  of  the  North  to  / 
convert  the  masters  of  our  slaves  into  the  slaves  1 
of  Northern  masters.   And  it  is  because  I  be- 
Ueve  the  bill  involves  tiiis  question,  and  because 
I  know  the  people  of  Alabama  have  a  common 
interest  witn  uie  people  of  South  Oarolina  in 
redsUng  Uiis  oppresnon,  that  I  am  opposed  to 
thishiU. 

We  hear  gentiemm  lond  in  the  praises  <rf  the 
constitution,  vociferous  in  their  professions  of 
attachment  to  the  Union.  I  can  tell  them,  nay, 
they  have  been  told  ag^n  and  again,  how  they 
can  muntain  the  constitntion  and  preserve  the 
IJnioD.  Reject  this  bill,  and  modify  tbe  tariff ; 
do  Justice,  and  the  necesuty  for  force  will  cease. 

But  some  gentiemen  seem  to  think  they  must 
support  the  Preffldent  I  can  understand  why 
the  Senators  representing  manufacturing  States, 
and  particularly  those  who  never  had  any  oon- 
stitntional  sendee  upon  the  qnestion  of  power, 
should  sni^Nwt  this  InU.  Althooi^  weare  told 
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this  measure  originated  with  the  Executive,  I 
can  find  no  apol<^  in  that  soggestiiHi,  whldi 
oonld  jnatlfT  me  as  a  Senator  representing  a 
Sontliem  State—yes,  nr,  a  slave-holding,  anti- 
tariff  State — if  I  were  so  far  to  sacrifice  their 
interest  as  to  vote  for  this  bill.  I  Imow,  sir, 
that  the  Preudent  has  a  comniaiidiDg  popularity 
among  my  people;  the  honest,  nnenspeoting 
planters  and  laborers  of  Alabsmagave  him  their 
confidence  when  he  was  a  plain  unpretending 
planter  like  themselves.  Bnt  they  voted  for 
Andrew  Jackson  to  be  the  President  of  a  free 
people,  sahject  to  dl  the  restnunts  of  the  oon- 
stitntion ;  they  did  not  expect  that  he  woald  ask 
to  be  olotbed  with  diotatoritd  powers,  mnch  less 
that  he  woold  march  at  the  head  (rf  a  standing 
army  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing,  at  the  point 
of  the  bayonet,  the  ooneotion  of  odions,  nnjust, 
nnequa],  and  nnconstitutional  taxes. 

Bnt  I  warn  gentiemen  to  panse.  Who  is  it 
that  now  so  anxioas  to  clothe  the  Fretidmt 
with  these  new,  undefined  powers  f  Are  they 
not  his  old  enemies}  Are  fbey  not  his  late 
opponents?  But,  sir,  I  fpve  them  my  thanks. 
I  am  the  representative  of  a  brave,  generous, 
and,  therefore,  a  confiding  people.  Yet,  there 
are  in  Alabama,  as  there  are  in  all  other  States, 
*'  waiters  upon  Providence" — men  whose  high- 
est ambition  it  la  to  worship  power. 

The  policy  of  oar  adversariea  haa  hoea  to 
purchase  these  fblse  gnides,  and  wuken  our 
resistance  by  intonul  diaaouions. 

If  gentiemen  will  disregard  all  our  entreaties ; 
1^  instead  of  cluming  t£e  promise  made  the 
peacem^ers,  tiiey  still  persist  in  the  exercise  of 
inJuBtice  and  oppression ;  if,  instead  of  reducing 
the  duties  and  giving  ns  peace,  harmony, 
strength,  and  brotherly  love,  they  force  upon  ns 
this  bill,  they  will  do  qb  one  uvor,  they  will 
force  us  to  be  united;  they  will  unbind  the 
eyes  of  onr  people ;  they  wiU  then  see  who  it  is 
that  "  have  sung  peace,  peace,  when  there  waa 
no  peace."  I  again  woold  say  to  those  gentle- 
men who  sappose  they  are  to  res^  a  golden 
harvest  of  profit  or  of  h<Hiors  tram  tins  measure, 
**  Too  may  have  the  power  to  pass  your  bill 
&rough  this  House ;  yon  may  have  the  physical 
strength  md  the  same  generous  majority  by 
which  you  have  passed  your  tarifife ;  but  you 
cannot  enforce  it  I  defy  you,  with  all  the 
^yoophanta,  hirelings,  and  office-seekers  now 
wuting  for  command.  Yon  may  sweep  the 
streets  of  your  cities,  and  empty  your  work- 
shops and  manufacturing  establishments ;  at  this 
enlightened  hour,  and  in  this  free  country,  you 
cannot  enforce  it  We  know  our  rights,  and, 
knowing  tbem,  dare  maintain  ana  defend 
tiwm.** 


THDBSD1.T,  February  14. 
iKsMMW  CoUeetian  BiU—IfuUifiMtion—Vin- 
dieaUon^tAe  VirffiniajSetolution*  <tfl'I9^ 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  conaiderfr- 
tton  ot  the  qiedal  order,  being  the  bill  to  pro- 
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vide  ftarther  for  tiu  eoUeotion  ai  tiw  dntiea  on 
imports. 

Mr.  Rma,  ci  Yiipnia,  said,  the  proceedings 
ray  State,  on  another  occasion  of  far  higher 
imjMrtanoe,  have  been  so  fireqnentiy  referrra  to 
in  the  course  of  this  debate,  as  an  example  to 
ustify  the  present  proceedings  of  South  Oaro- 
ina,  that  I  may  be  excused  for  saying  some- 
thing of  them.  What,  then,  was  the  conduct 
of  Virginia  in  the  memorable  era  of  '98  and  '99 1 
She  scuemnly  protested  agunst  the  alien  and 
sedition  acts,  as  "palpable  and  alarming  infrao- 
tions  of  the  ooustitntion ; "  she  communicated 
that  protest  to  the  other  States  of  the  Union,  and 
earnestly  wpealed  to  them  to  unite  with  her  in 
a  like  declaration,  that  tiiis  deliberate  and 
solemn  expresrion  of  the  opinion  of  the  States 
as  parties  to  the  constitutional  compact,  should 
have  its  proper  effect  on  the  councils  of  the 
nation  in  procuring  a  revidon  and  repeal  of  the 
obnoxious  acts.  This  was  "  the  faeaa  and  front 
of  her  offending" — no  more.  The  whole  object  / 
of  the  proceedings  was,  by  the  peaceful  force| 
of  public  opinion,  embodied  through  the  organ  ofi 
the  State  Legislatures,  to  obtain  a  repeal  of  che\ 
laws  in  qnestion,  not  to  oppose  or  arrest  their  \ 
execution  while  they  remained  unrepealed.  ' 
That  this  was  the  true  spirit  and  real  purpose 
of  the  proceeding^  is  abandantiy  manifested  by 
the  whde  of  the  able  debate  which  took  place 
in  the  Legislature  of  the  State  on  the  occasion. 
All  the  fakers,  who  advocated  the  resolutions 
which  were  finally  adopted,  distinctly  placed 
them  on  that  Intimate,  constitational  ground. 
I  need  only  refer  to  the  emphatic  declaration 
of  John  Taylor,  of  Carolina,  the  distinguished 
mover  and  able  champion  of  the  resolutions.  < 
He  said  "  the  appeal  was  to  public  opinion ;  / 
if  that  is  against  us,  we  most  yield."  The  same  f 
sentament  waa  avowed  and  maintuned  by  evety 
friend  of  the  resolutions  throughout  the  debate. 

But,  sir,  the  real  intentions  and  policy  01 
Yiiginia  were  proved,  not  by  declarations  and 
s{»eMhea  merely,  bnt  hv  facta  If  there  ever 
was  8  law  odions  to  a  wnole  people  by  its  daring 
violation  of  the  fundamental  guaranties  of  pub- 
lic liberty,  ^e  freedom  of  speech  and  freedom 
of  tiie  press,  it  waa  the  sedition  law  to  the  peo* 

Sle  of  Yiiginia.  Yet,  'amid  all  this  indimant 
iasatisfiaction,  after  the  solemn  protest  of  the 
le^slature  in  '98,  and  the  renewal  of  that  protest 
in  '99,  this  most  odious  and  arbitrary  law  was 
peaceably  carried  into  execution  in  the  capital 
of  the  State,  by  the  prosecution  and  punishment 
of  Oallender,  who  was  fined  and  imprisoned  for 
daring  to  canvass  the  conduct  of  our  public  men, 
(as  Ijon  and  Ooq>er  had  been  dsewhere,)  and 
was  still  actnally  ia^isOTed  when  the  Legl^ 
ture  assembled  in  December,  1800.  Notwith- 
standing the  excited  sensibility  of  the  Yq1>1Io 
mind,  no  popular  tumult,  no  l^islative  inter- 
ference, disturbed,  in  any  manner,  the  frill  uid 
peaceable  execution  of  the  law.  The  Senate 
will  excuse  me,  I  tmst,  fcH"  calling  their  atten- 
tion to  a  most  forcible  commentary  on  the  true 
ehanwter  of  the  Yir^nia  proonedingi  of  *98  and 
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'M,  (as  illostrated  in  fiite  tranfltcdon,)  vbich 
was  contained  In  the  oflBoial  oommonioatifHi  of 
Ur.  If  onroe,  then  Governor  of  the  8tat&  to 
the  ]>gislalare,  at  its  assembling  in  December, 
1800.  After  referring  to  the  distribution  which 
had  been  ordered  to  be  made  among  the  people 
of  Hr.  HadisoQ^s  celebrated  report  of  *99,  he 
aaya :  "  In  connection  with  this  anttject,  it  is 
proper  to  add,  that,  since  yonr  laat  session,  the 
sedition  law,  one  of  the  acts  complained  of,  has 
been  carried  Into  effect  in  this  commonwealth 
by  the  decision  of  a  federal  coart.  I  notice  this 
■  ffrent,  not  with  a  view  ot  censuring  or  critioiz- 
iug  it.  The  transaction  has  gene  to  the  world, 
■od  the  impartial  will  Jndge  ^  it  as  it  deserres. 
I  notioe  it  fbr  the  pnipose  of  remarking  that  the 
deeidon  was  ezeontedf  with  the  same  OTder  and 
tranqnU  submission  on  the  partof  the  peoplflj,  as 
could  have  been  ^own  by  tSiem,  on  a  similar 
occasion,  to  any  the  most  nee^sary,  constitu- 
tional, and  popular  acts  of  the  Government." 
"  The  General  Assembly  and  the  good  people  of 
this  commonwealth  have  acquitted  tbemselves 
to  their  own  consciences,  to  their  brethren 
in  America,  in  support  of  a  cause  which  they 
deem  a  national  one,  by  the  stand  wbidi  they 
made,  and  the  sentiments  they  expressed  of 
these  acts  of  the  General  Govwnment;  bat 
th^  have  looked  for  a  chan^  hi  tiiot  respect, 
to  a  change  in  the  publio  opinion,  which  ought 
to  be  free,  not  to  measnres  nf  violence,  discord, 
and  disunion,  which  they  abhor." 

It  is  thus,  nr.  that  the  men  of  *98  and  *99 
then  anderatood  their  own  proceedings,  and 
Oiat  the  honored  few,  who  survive,  still  under- 
stand them.  Let  ds  now,  nr,  look  at  the  lan- 
guage of  the  proceedings  themselTes,  and  see  if 
that  fairly  warrants  any  other  constraction. 
The  proceiadines  of  the  Le^slatnre  of  Tii^nia 
in  *98  ooosisted  a  series  of  resolutions,  eight 
in  number.  The  third  resolution,  which  is  tiie 
one  that  has  bew  most  ftvquentiy  appealed  to, 
asserts  tibe  right  the  States,  as  puties  to  the 
eompaot,  in  eases  of  a  deliberate,  palpaUe,  ai^ 
dangerous  exerdsa  by  the  General  GoTemment 
of  powers  not  granted  by  the  compact,  **  to  in- 
terpose for  arresting  the  progress  of  the  evil, 
ana  for  maintaining,  within  their  respective 
limits,  the  authorities,  rights,  and  liberties, 
appertaining  to  them."  The  seventh  resolution, 
^tor  expressing  the  warm  attachment  of  the 
people  of  Vii^uia  to  the  Union  and  the  consti- 
tatioo,  proceeds :  "  The  General  Assembly  doth 
solemnly  t^peal  to  the  like  dispositions  in  the 
other  States,  in  oonfldenoe  that  toey  will  concur 
with  tiiia  commonwealth  in  decuring,  as  it 
does  hereby  dedare,  that  the  aotb  aforesdd  "  (tite 
slim  and  sedition  acts)  **  are  nnoonstitational, 
and  that  the  necessair  and  proper  measures 
win  be  taken  by  each  for  eo*operat!ng  with  this 
State  in  maintuning  unimpaired  the  authorities, 
rights,  and  tiberties  reserved  to  the  States  re- 
spectively or  to  the  people."  Now,  sir,  it  is  a 
nodamwtal  mie  of  interpretation,  in  regard  to 
lota  and  docamaits  of  every  description,  thi^ 
fai  order  to  arrive  at  their  tnw  sense  and  mean- 


ing,  the  whole  most  be  taken  together;  the 
ports  most  be  oonstmed  in  reference  to  each 
other.   The  two  resolntious  Just  cited,  then, 
must  be  considered  in  connection  with  each 
other.   The  former  asserts  the  right  of  liie 
States  to  interpose  for  maintuning  the  authori- 
ties, rights^  and  liberties  apperttuning  to  the 
respective  States.   But  in  what  manner,  by 
what  measures,  are  these  rights  and  liberties  of 
the  States  to  be  msdntained  ?   The  latter  of  the 
two  resolutions  gives  the  answer :  "  by  neces- 
sary and  proper  measures  to  be  taken  by  each 
for  co-operating  with  Virginia  in  main^ning 
unimp^red  liie  authorities,  rights,  and  libertiea 
reserved,"  Ac  The  measnres  were  to  be.  not 
only  necessary  and  proper,  but  such  as  admitted 
of  co-operation ;  measnres  to  be  taken 
each  for  co-operating  with  Vii^nia  in  main- 
taining," &c.    This  language  obviously  ex- 
cludes all  measures  which  have  their  full  and 
complete  effect  within  the  limits  of  the  respec- 
tive States.   Kentucky  could  not,  for  example, 
co-operate  with  Yir^nia  in  an  act  by  which 
Virginia  should  nullify  a  law  of  the  United 
States  within  her  own  limits ;  because,  there, 
the  measure  would  receive  its  full  and  complete 
effect  by  the  separate  and  independent  action  <^ 
Virginia.   Such  measnrea,  therefore,  must  have 
been  contemplated  1^  the  resolutions  of  Vir- 
ginia, as,  although  adopted  separately  by  eadi 
of  the  States  in  tne  inoq^tioo,  were  yet  to  have 
'  their  final  effect  beyond  thdr  respective  limits^ 
in  being  directed  to  a  common  object,  for  the 
attiunment  of  which  the  States  could  co-operate 
with  each  other.   That  object  in  t^e  case  of 
the  alien  and  sedition  acta,  was  the  repeal  of 
the  obnoxious  laws;  and  the  measnres  by 
which  it  was  to  be  sought  were  to  be  legislative  • 
protests  against  their  unconstitutionality,  in- 
BtmctLons  to  the  representatives  of  the  States 
in  OongresB,  direct  remonstrance  to  Congress, 
and  snoh  other  modes  of  interpontion  as  might 
be  deemed  most  eli^ble  to  bring  the  publio 
opinions  of  the  States  to  bear,  with  united 
w«ght,  on  the  ooancils  of  the  Union. 

The  important  question  which  has  arisen  on 
the  Virginia  resolutions  of  '98,  is  not  what 
modes  of  redress  might  be  justifiable  in  extreme 
cases,  and  on  the  principle  of  natural  right, 
but  what  measures  of  State  interposition  were 
deemed  to  be  consistent  with  the  constitution 
itself.  Besides  the  evidence  on  this  point  far- 
nlshed  by  a  proper  attention  to  the  resolutions 
themselves,  as  just  expluned,  the  question  is 
oanduuvdy  settled  by  the  sulweqnent  report 
of  '99,  which  is  known  to  have  been  drawn  1^ 
the  pen  of  Mr.  Madison,  then  a  member  of  the 
Virginia  Legislature,  as  the  previous  resolutions 
of  '98  were  also  from  him,  though  he  was  not 
then  a  member  of  that  body.  The  report,  in 
reviewiug  that  part  of  the  7th  resolution  already 
cited,  wUch  refers  to  the  necessary  and  proper 
measures  to  be  taken  by  the  States  for  co-oMr- 
ating  with  each  other  in  maintaining  their 
rif^ts,  specifies  tiie  various  measures  of  that 
sort  which  are  deemed  to  be  "within  the  limits 
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of  the  oonititatioii."  After  InnatiDg  thftt  a 
deelaratioD  hj  a  State  Legialatare  of  the  vnoon- 
stitatloiulity  of  an  aot  of  Oongress,  and  an  ai^ 

Eeal  to  other  States  to  conoor  in  tbe  declaraUoo, 
I  a  measure  of  State  interposition  "  within  the 
limits  of  the  oonaUtotion,"  the  report  also  men- 
tions, as  being  of  a  like  character,  a  direct  re- 
monstrance of  the  Legislatures  of  the  States  to 
Oongress,  instructions  to  their  respeotiva  Sena- 
tors to  propose  an  explanatory  amendment  of 
ths  constitution,  and  applications  from  them- 
Belres  to  Oongress  for  the  call  of  a  convention. 
At  the  end  of  thia  specification,  the  report  adds : 
"These  several  means,  though  not  eqoally 
eligible  In  themselves,  nor  probablj  to  tbe 
States,  were  all  oonatitatioDaUy  open  for  con- 
dderation."  As  the  oooarioa  called  for  a  fhll 
ezpodtion  of  the  measures  of  State  interposi- 
tion, deemed  to  be  "  within  the  limits  of  the 
oonatitatioo,"  the  specifloati<»i  here  made  mnst 
be  considered,  according  to  a  well-known  role 
of  interpretatioo,  as  ezolnding  in  the  minds  of 
the  writer  and  those  who  adopted  the  report, 
all  others  not  specified  from  the  class  of  consti- 
tatioual  modes  of  State  interposition.  If  thwe 
be  passages  in  the  report,  or  expressions  in  the 
resolutions,  then,  which  seem  to  contemplate 
other  modes  of  redress  not  resolvable  into 
these,  th«7  mnst  be  oonsidered  as  reforring 
to  thoae  extreme  oases  of  sovmimaital  abuse 
or  usnrpatioD,  which  womd  Jostifir  a  resort 
to  original  rights,  paramoont  to  au  constltn- 
tions. 

Sir,  it  has  been  sometimes  tauntingly  said, 
that  u  the  Virginia  resolutions  meant  nothing 
more  than  to  assert  a  right  of  interposition  on 
the  part  of  the  States,  bj  declaring  an  act  of 
Oongress  unconstitutional,  and  founding  there- 
on appeals  to  the  other  Slates,  as  well  as  to  the 
Genend  Govemment,  the  able  reasoning  of  lf>. 
Hadison*s  report  was  ver^  uselessly  expended 
in  maintaining  a  right  which  no  one  womd  con- 
test But,  sir,  this  right  was  formally  and  ei- 
I^tly  contested  by  all  the  States  which  re- 
turned answm  to  the  resolutions  of  Yurginia, 
with  the  exception  of  Kentucky  only.  Let 
ffentlemen  look  at  the  answers  given  by  the 
Lef^alatnres  of  Delaware,  New  York,  Oonnecti- 
out,  Rhode  Island,  Massachusetts,  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  Vermont,  and  they  will  see  that  this 
rio^t  was  boldly  deuied  by  them  all ;  that  they 
all  contended  that  the  right  of  pronouncing  on 
the  oonsUtntionality  of  acta  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment was  exclusively  vested  in  the  Federal 
Judiciary;  and  that  a  declaration  by  a  State 
Legislature^  such  as  Virginia  had  made,  of  the 
nneonatitationatity  of  an  act  Oongress,  was 
an  unwarrantable  interference  with  the  oonsti- 
tated  anthoritdes  of  the  Union. 

Attempts  have  also  been  made,  ra^  to  decry 
this  right  as  utterly  idle  and  worthless  in  prac- 
tice. I  have  already  had  occasion  to  remark 
that  the  exercise  of  this  right  in  '98  and  *99,  by 
rallying  public  opinion  to  the  true  principles  of 
the  oonsutation,  and  embodying  its  expresdon 
in  iroposing  o^aoized  forms,  was  found  ade- 


cpate^  not  wily  tooorreettliepartieitlariunipaF 
to>DB  of  the  alien  and  sedition  aets,  lint  to  pro- 
duce an  entire  and  fundamental  revolution  iu 
the  administration  of  the  Government  The 
striking  and  still  progressive  changes  of  publio 
opinion  in  various  quarters  cS  thetJnion  on  the 
sab^eot  of  the  tariff,  which  I  have  also  had  oc- 
casion to  notice,  bear  continued  testimony  to 
the  eflScacy  of  tbe  same  constitutional  remedies. 
Sir,  in  a  system  like  ours,  founded  on  the  moral 
force  of  public  opinion,  it  is  remedies  of  this 
sort,  I  am  persnaded,  that  will  be  found  most 
effectual;  while  violent  and  onooostitntional 
modes  of  redresa,  like  that  of  South  Carolina, 
will  ever  be  attended  with  danger  of  reaction, 
excite  prdodioe,  confirm  the  oMtioat^  of  pow- 
er, and  raise  up  new  obstables  in  the  way  of 
relief. 

Sir,  I  would  appeal  to  gentlemen  from  the 
South,  who  profess  attachment  to  the  ccmstitn- 
tional  doctrines  which  are  ohoifihed  in  that  quar- 
ter of  the  0nion,  and  ask  when  was  there  ever 
less  ocoaaon  to  de^air  of  the  moral  power  and 
ultimate  ascendency  of  a  sound  publio  opinion  t 
When  have  more  tidmophs  been  won  for  the 
cause  of  State  rights  and  of  limited  constitution- 
al construction,  than  during  the  last  four  years, 
by  the  patriotic  Chief  Magistrate,  in  whom  the 
publio  o^ion  of  thto  country  has  found  a  firm 
and  nnflmohiDg  organ)  Has  he  not,  ur,  by  a 
courageous  exeroise  of  a  power  which  had  hith- 
erto almost  lain  dormant  in  the  oonstitatiou. 
annibUated  the  earliest  encroachment  of  federal 
power  t  Bas  he  not,  in  like  manner,  arrested 
the  wastefU  torrent  of  public  expenditure  for 
unconstitutional  objects  t  And  has  he  not  nobly 
used,  as  he  is  still  uung,  the  high  infinenee  with 
which  the  confidence  of  his  country  has  invest- 
ed him,  to  relieve  every  portion  of  that  country 
from  tiie  burdens  of  tne  unequal  and  op- 
pressive system  of  taxation  of  which  we  com- 
plain 1  Sir,  I  refer  to  these  topics  with  no  wish 
to  awaken  any  unpleasant  recoOeetious  ef  {Mast 
contests  here  or  c&ewhere,but  simply  to  ranind 
gentiemen,  who  oome  from  that  portion  of  the 
oountiy  where  the  political  principles  to  which 
I  have  alluded  so  generally  prevail,  of  the  rapid 
progress  which  those  principles  have  made, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  present  Chief  Magis- 
trate, towards  a  settied  ascendency  in  the  publio 
councils;  and  to  ask  them  if  tiiere  ever  was  less 
reason  for  tiie  friends  of  those  principles  to  dis- 
trust the  peaoefol  infiueoce  of  opinion,  and,  by 
flying  to  extremities  to  hazard  not  only  their 
triumph,  but  the  existenoe  of  oar  instilntioni 
themselves) 

I  will  proceed  now,  Vr.  Pnsident,  to  stat& 
very  briery,  my  ideas  d  what  we  we  called 
upon  to  doi  in  tiie  present  (^roumstanoes  of  the 
oonntry.  if  we  were  to  separate  without  doing 
something,  and  something  effectual  too,  to  vin- 
dicate the  despised  authority  of  the  laws,  the 
Government  and  the  Union  would  be  thence- 
forward virtually  dissolved.  Our  oaths  to  sup- 
port the  eonstitutimi — onr  highest  duties  to  our 
oonntry  (whioh,  having  a  right  to  equal  lawSf 
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b  antitled  alio  to  «q  equal  «x«eati«i  ot  them) 
dtmand,  at  onr  hands^  ]nvp«randefflsetiialpro* 
TiwHH  BMrtiieexecQtiMi  of  the  lawsinqaeslioiL 
yj  plan,  then,  woald  be  rimply  tiiis:  I  would 
take  up  this  new  code  of  nolUfication,  I  would 
uamine  It  in  all  its  utTdotioDs,  aod  apply  to 
every  one  of  its  deviceB  an  efikitnal  ootmterao- 
tion.    Whereas  uolMoation  provides  that  goods 
held  for  the  payment  of  dnties  shall  be  taken 
cot  of  the  bands  of  the  collector  or  marshal, 
under  oolor  of  a  firaodnlent  proceas  of  replevin, 
derigned  for  the  sole  parpoee  of  defeating  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  I  wonld  say,  as  the 
ImU  now  under  oonsidwation  says,  on  well  set 
tied  prindples  of  jnrisfHrndenoe,  that  goods  thns 
fai  the  custody  of  the  law  are  inepltt^able,  and 
shall  be  ^ven  up  only  in  obedience  to  the  order 
M- decree  <tf  a  court  <xr  the  United  Btatea.  Nul- 
lifioaticKi,  while  it  saltjeetsf^eenof  the  United 
States  to  heavy  penalties  and  d^ages  for  dis- 
eharg^g  their  duties,  provides  that  all  contro- 
versies, civil  or  criminal,  which  may  arise  under 
its  ordinance,  shall  be  drawn  ezdosively  to  the 
State  Courts,  the  jadgesand  jarorsof  whidiare 
to  be  bound  by  a  solemn  oath  to  carry  the  or- 
dinadce  into  eiecQtion,  prohibits,  tmder  high 
puialties,  appeals  fran  their  decinons  to  the 
courts  of  the  United  States ;  and  forbids,  in  lite 
manner,  the  ftimisiiing  of  any  copy  of  a  record 
to  pFoseoute  such  an  mieaL   Tbue  provisions 
also  should  be  efEeotnally  oonnteraoted.  The 
Jndidal  power  of  the  United  States,  wMoh  is 
expressly  declared  to  extend  to  all  cases  in  law 
or  equity  arinng  under  the  ccmstitation  or  laws 
(tf  the  United  States,  would,  indeed,  be  a  mis- 
chieToos  noockery  if  it  could  not  be  made  to 
reach  cases  of  ^is  description.   I  wonld,  there- 
Cm,  declare,  as  the  bill  declares,  that  the  jiiri»- 
^etion  of  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States 
shall  extend  to  all  cases  arising  under  the  rev- 
enae  laws  of  the  United  States ;  that  all  suits 
or  ooiUroversiee  of  that  character  may  be  re- 
moved, as  the  third  section  of  the  bill  provides, 
from  the  State  to  the  United  States  courts  on 


the  petitumof  thedefiandant;  and  that  if  a  copy 
of  the  record  he  refiued,  it  may  be  anpplied  by 
other  means  or  secoodary  evidence.  In  regard 


to  those  daosea  of  the  bill  which  provide  for 
the  removal  of  the  enstom-hoose,  as  has  been 
tignificantly  and  properly  said,  out  of  harm's 
way,  and  for  requiring  payment  of  dnties  in 
cash,  deducting  interest,  where  it  is  apprehend- 
ed that  the  paymMit  <«  the  bonds  would  be 
Booght  to  be  prevented,  and  thus  cutting  off  in 
their  source  controverues  of  a  very  delicate  and 
dangeroDs  character,  they  are  conceived  in  a 
laudable  spirit  of  peace,  and  I  can  see  no  well- 
fimodsd  ol^eetion  to  them.  Tbe  proviuons  are 
in  muni  tenns,  ^tidying  alike  to  all  porticms 
et  uw  oovntry,  in  ease  of  anlawfnl  obstractionB 
to  the  ooUeeUon  of  the  revenue.  Whenever 
and  wherever  sooh  obatmotHKis  shall  arise,  the 
Imw  awlies  its  remedy.  Ii^  in  pi^nt  of  fiut,  it 
dionla.  at  present,  apply  to  South  Carolina 
only,  ilie  fnlt  will  be  hen,  in  cnposinj  unUw- 
ful  obatmetions  which  exist  nowhere  else,  and 


not  that  of  the  law,  which  is  equal  and  general 
in  its  provimona. 


FniDXT,  February  16, , 

jBetmue  CoUeetion  J3iU-~2fuU\fication. 

Ur.  CAtHocH  said,  having  now  corrected  some 
of  the  prominent  misrepresentations  as  to  the 
nature  of  this  controversy,  and  given  a  rapid 
sketch  of  tbe  movement  of  the  State  in  reference 
to  it,  he  would  next  proceed  to  notice  some 
objections  connected  with  the  ordinance  and 
the  proceedings  under  it. 

The  first  and  most  prominent  of  these  is  di- 
rected against  what  is  called  the  test  oath, 
whieb  an  effort  has  been  made  to  render  odious. 
So  far  from  deserving  the  denunijation  which 
had  been  levelled  agunst  it,  be  viewed  this  pro- 
virion  of  the  ordinance  as  but  the  natural  result 
of  the  doctrine  entertained  by  tbe  State,  and 
the  position  which  she  occupies.   The  people 
of  that  State  believed  that  the  Union  is  aanu>n^ 
of  States,  and  not  of  individuals ;  that  it  wad 
formed  by  the  States;  and  that  the  citizens  of 
tiie  several  States  were  bound  to  it  through  the 
acts  of  their  several  Stetes ;  that  each  State  rat- 
ified the  coQsUtution  for  itself,  and  that  it  was 
only  by  such  ratification  of  a  State  that  any  ob- 
lig^on  was  Imposed  upon  the  citizens.  Thas 
btiieving,  it  was  the  <^ion  at  the  pec^e  of 
Carolina  that  h  belonged  to  the  State  which 
had  imposed  the  obligation  to  dedare,  in  the 
lost  resort,  the  extent  of  that  obligation,  as  fiv 
as  her  citizens  were  concerned ;  and  thi&  upon 
the  plain  principles  which  exist  in  all  anuogons 
cases  of  compact  between  sovereign  or  political 
bodies.    On  this  principle,  the  people  of  the 
Stete,  acting  in  their  sovereign  capacity  in  con- 
vention, precisely  as  they  had  adopted  their 
own  and  the  federal  constitations,  had  declared, 
by  the  ordinance,  that  the  acts  of  Congress 
which  had  imposed  duties  under  the  authority 
to  lay  imposts,  were  acta,  not  for  revenue,  as 
intended  by  the  consUtntian,  but  for  protection, 
and  therefore  null  and  vdd.  llie  ordinanoo, 
thns  enacted  by  the  people  of  the  State  them- 
selves acting  as  a  sovereign  community,  was,  to 
all  intents  and  purposes,  a  part  of  the  oonstito- 
tion  of  the  State ;  and  thongh  of  a  pecnliar 
character,  was  as  obligatory  on  the  citizens  of 
that  Steto  as  any  portion  of  the  constitution. 
In  prescribing,  then,  Ae  oath  to  obey  the  ordi- 
nance, no  more  was  done  than  to  prescribe  an 
oath  to  obey  the  constitntion.   It  was,  in  fact, 
but  a  particular  oath  of  alliance,  and  in  every 
respect  rimilar  to  Uiat  which  is  prescribed  under 
the  Oonstitotion  of  the  United  Stetes  to  be  ad- 
miidatered  to  aU  officers  of  the  Steto  and  Federal 
Oovemmente ;  wid  was  no  more  deserving  tbe 
harsh  and  bitter  epithete  which  had  been 
helped  upon  it,  than  that  or  any  similar  oath. 

It  ooght  to  be  borne  in  mind,  that,  according 
to  tbe  opinion  which  prevdled  in  Carolina,  tbe 
i^ht  of  resistance  to  the  unconstituUimallawB 
of  Congraas  belongs  to  the  State,  and  not  toher 
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Individnal  dtizeus;  and  that,  thoi^[li  tbe  lattor 
m^,  in  ft  mere  qneidon  of  nuum  and  tmm, 
resist,  through  conrt^  aa  unconstitQtional 
enoroaohment  opoD  tii^  rights,  jet  the  final 
stand  agamst  nsorpation  reste  not  with  them, 
hot  wiOi  the  State  of  which  they  are  members ; 
and  that  such  act  of  resistance  by  a  State  binds 
the  conscience  and  allegiance  of  the  dtizen.  But 
there  appeared  to  be  a  general  misapprohensioD 
as  to  the  extent  to  which  the  State  had  acted 
nnder  this  part  of  the  ordinance.  Instead  of 
sweeping  every  officer,  by  a  general  proscription 
of  the  minority,  as  has  been  represented  in  de- 
bate, as  fkr  as  tiie  knowledge  ci  Mr.  0.  extends, 
not  a  single  indlTidnal  had  been  removed.  The 
State  had,  in  fact,  acted  with  tiie  greatest  ten- 
derness, alt  circQmstanees  considered,  towards 
citizens  who  differed  Arom  the  majority ;  and, 
in  that  spirit,  had  directed  the  oath  to  be  ad- 
ministered only  in  cases  of  some  ofBdal  act  di- 
rected to  be  performed,  in  wUoh  obedience  to 
the  ordinance  was  involved. 

It  had  been  farther  objected  that  the  State 
had  acted  precipitately.  What  I  precipitately  I 
after  making  a  Btrenaona  resistance  for  twelve 
years,  by  discasBion  here  and  in  the  other  Hoose 
of  Congress ;  by  essays  in  all  forms ;  by  reso- 
Intions,  remonstrances,  and  protests  on  Uie  part 
of  her  L^slatore;  aiuL  finally,  by  attempting 
an  appeal  to  tbe  judicial  power  of  tiha  Imited 
States  ?  He  sud  attemptuig,  for  they  had  been 
prevented  from  brinsing  the  question  fi^Uriy  be- 
fore the  coort,  and  that  by  an  act  of  that  very 
majority  in  Gongress  which  now  npbrud  them 
for  not  making  that  appeal ;  of  that  mE^ority, 
who,  on  a  motion  of  one  of  the  members  in  the 
other  House,  from  South  Oarolina,  refused  to 
give  to  the  act  of  1828  its  true  title,  that  it  was 
a  protective,  and  not  a  revenue  act.  The  State 
has  never,  it  is  tme,  relied  upon  that  tribunal, 
the  Supreme  Court,  to  vindicate  its  reserved 
rif^ta;  yet  they  have  always  ooniddered  it  as 
an  auzilUry  means  ot  defuioe,  of  which  they 
woold  gladly  have  avidledthemseWesto  test  the 
eonadtiraonality  of  protection,  had  they  not 
been  dwiived  of  the  means  of  doing  so  by  the 
act  of  the  majority. 

Kotwithstanding  this  long  delay  of  more  than 
ten  years,  under  this  continued  encroadiment 
of  the  Government,  we  now  hear  it  on  all  sides, 
by  friends  and  foes,  gravely  pronounced  that 
the  State  baa  acted  precipitately — that  her  con- 
duct has  been  rash  I  That  such  should  be  the 
language  of  an  interested  minority,  wbo,  by 
means  of  this  nnconstitutional  and  oppressive 
system,  are  annually  extorting  milliMis  from  the 
South  to  be  bestowed  upon  other  sections,  was 
not  at  all  Burprising.  Whatever  impedes  tlie 
course  of  avarice  uid  ambition  will  ever  be  de- 
nounced as  rash  and  precipitate;  andhadSonth 
Carolina  d^yed  her  resistance  fifty  instead  of 
twelve  years,  she  woold  have  heard  from  the 
same  quarter  the  same  language;  but  it  was 
really  surprising  that  those  wbo  were  suffering 
in  common  wiUi  herself^  and  who  have  com- 
plained equally  loud  of  their  grievanoea,  who 
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had  pnnunmoed  Qie  very  aeta  whicth  ihe  had 
aoaerted  within  her  Umita  to  be  oppreenva,  nn- 
oonstitnticmal,  and  ruinous,  after  so  long  a 
struggle — a  stmggle  longer  than  that  which 
pre<^ed  the  separation  of  these  States  from  the 
mother  country — longer  than  the  period  of  the 
Trajan  war — should  now  complain  of  precipi- 
tancy I  No,  it  is  not  Oarolina  which  has  acted 
predpitately,  but  her  dster  States,  who  have 
suffered  in  common  with  her,  that  have  acted 
tardily.  Had  they  acted  as  she  has  done,  had 
they  pOTformed  their  duty  with  equal  energy 
and  promptness,  our  situation  this  day  wonla 
be  very  different  trtm  what  we  now  find  it. 
Delays  are  a^  to  be  dangerous,  and  never  was 
the  maxim  more  trae  than  in  the  present  case — 
a  case  of  monopoly.  It  is  the  very  nature  of 
monopolies  to  grow.  If  we  take  from  one  side 
a  large  portion  of  the  proceeds  of  its  labor,  and 
give  It  to  the  other,  the  ride  from  which  we 
take  must  constantly  decay,  and  that  to  which 
we  give  must  prosper  and  increase.  Such  is  the 
action  of  the  protective  system.  It  exacts  from 
the  South  a  laige  portion  of  the  proceeds  of  ita 
industry,  whidi  it  bestows  upon  the  other  seo- 
tions,  in  the  shape  of  bounties  to  mannl'acturera 
and  appropriations  in  a  thousand  forms—  pen- 
nons, improvement  of  rivers  and  harbors,  roads 
and  canals,  and  in  every  shape  that  wit  or  in- 
genuity can  devise.  Can  we,  then,  be  surprised 
uat  the  principle  of  monopoly  grows,  when  it 
is  so  am^  remunerated  at  the  expense  of  thosa 
who  support  it  t  And  this  is  the  real  reason  of 
the  &ct  which  we  witness :  that  ell  acta  for 
protection  pass  with  small  minorities,  but  soon 
come  to  be  sustained  hy  great  and  overwhelm- 
ing m^orities.  Those  who  seek  the  monopoly 
endeavor  to  obtun  it  in  the  most  exclusive 
sha^;  and  they  take  care,  accordingly,  to  as- 
sociate only  a  sufficient  number  of  interests 
barely  to  pass  it  through  the  two  Housei  of 
OongrestL  on  tlie  pliin  prinoipls  that  the  greater 
the  number  firom  whma  the  monopoly  takea^ 
and  the  fewer  on  wh<nn  it  beatowa,  the  greater 
is  the  advantage  to  tiie  numopoUsta.  Acting 
in  this  spirit,  we  have  often  seen  with  what  ex- 
act preosion  they  conn^  adding  wool  to  wool- 
lens, asBodating  lead  and  iron,  feeling  tiieir 
way  until  a  bare  minority  is  obtained,  wnen  tiie 
bill  passes,  connecting  just  as  many  interests  as 
are  sufficient  to  insure  its  success,  and  no  more. 
In  a  short  time,  however,  we  have  invariably 
found  that  this  lean  becomes  a  decided  mt^orit7, 
under  the  certain  operation  which  compels  in- 
dividuals to  desert  the  pursuits  which  the  mo- 
nopoly has  rendered  unprofitable,  that  thej 
may  participate  In  those  pursuits  which  it  has 
randored  wofltaUe.  It  la  against  t/ita  daur- 
geroos  ana  growing  disease  thitt  South  Carolin« 
has  acted — a  diaease  whose  cancerous  actioa 
would  soon  ^read  to  every  part  of  the  system, 
had  it  not  been  speedily  arrested. 

The  very  point  at  issue  between  the  two  par^ 
ties  there  was,  whether  nullification  was  a 
peaeefuT  and  an  effident  remedy  andnst  an  nn* 
oonstitational  act  of  the  General  Government^ 
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and  which  might  be  asserted  as  SQch  throagh  th« 
State  tribanak?  Both  parties  agree  that  the 
acts  agunst  which  it  was  directed  are  noconsti- 
tatiooal  and  oppreasive.  The  controverqr  was 
only  as  to  the  means  hj  which  our  cituens 
mi^t  be  protected  af^ainst  the  acknowledged  en- 
croachments  oa  their  rights.  This  being  the 
point  at  iasne  between  the  parties,  and  the  Tei7 
ol;ject  ot  the  majoribr  being  an  emGaent  protet^ 
ti(Hi  of  the  dtisuis  taroa^  the  State  tritmnab, 
the  meaaorea  adopted  to  enforce  the  ordinance 
of  coarse  received  the  most  dedrive  character. 
We  were  not  children,  to  act  by  halTcs.  Tet, 
Ih-  acting  thus  effi<9enuy,  the  State  is  denoonced, 
and  this  bill  reported,  to  overmle,  by  military 
force,  the  civil  triboDus  and  civil  process  of  the 
Bute  1  8ir,  (said  Mr.  G.,)  I  consider  this  bill,  and 
^6  aigninents  which  have  been  urged  on  this 
floor  in  its  sapport,  as  the  most  triumphant 
acknowledgment  &at  nollification  is  peaceful 
and  effiaenL  and  so  deeply  entrencbed  in  the 
pindples  of  onr  system,  that  it  cannot  be  as- 
a^led  bat  by  prostrating  the  orautitirtion,  and 
nbatitating  the  sopremaCT  oi  milHair  force  in 
Hen  of  the  aopremaey  of  v»  laws.  In  &ct,  the 
adrocat«8  of  this  bill  refbte  their  own  argument 
They  tell  ns  that  the  ordinance  is  nnconatita- 
txmal,  that  it  infracts  the  constitntion  of  Soath 
Can^a;  although  to  him  the  objection  ap- 
pears absurd,  as  it  was  adopted  by  the  very 
aothority  which  adopted  the  oonstitntion  itself. 
They  also  tell  us  that  the  Supreme  Oonrt  is  the 
appointed  arbiter  of  all  controversies  between 
a  State  and  the  General  Government.  Why, 
then,  do  they  not  leave  Uus  oontroveny  to 
that  tribnnal  I  Why  do  they  not  oMiflde  to  them 
lite  abrogaticm  of  tae  ordinuio^  ud  the  laws 
made  in  pnranance  ot  It,  and  tiie  assniion  of 
that  SQpremaoy  which  th«y  claim  for  the  laws 
lofOongreaal  The  State  standspledged  to  re- 
I  rial  no  process  of  the  oonrt.  Why,  then,  con- 
fa*  on  toe  Preradent  the  extensive  and  unlimited 
powers  provided  in  this  biU!  Why  authorize 
him  to  use  military  force  to  arrest  the  civil  pro- 
cess of  the  Statel  But  one  answer  can  be  given. 
That,  in  a  contest  between  the  &tat«  and  the 
General  Governments,  if  the  resistance  be  lim- 
ited on  both  sides  to  the  civil  process,  the 
Staie^  by  its  inherent  sovereignty,  standing  upon 
its  reserved  powers,  will  prove  too  powerful 
in  snch  a  controversy,  and  must  triumph  over 
the  Federal  Gorernment,  sustained  by  its  del- 
egated and  limited  authority ;  and,  la  this  an- 
swer, we  have  an  acknowledgment  of  the  trutii 
of  those  great  principles  for  which  the  State 
haa  so  fimly  aim  nobly  contended. 

Having  nude  these  remarks,  the  great  ques- 
tion is  now  presented—has  Congress  the  right 
to  pass  this  bill  which  be  would  next  proceed 
to  consider.  The  dedsion  of  this  question  iu- 
Ttdvea  the  inquiry  into  the  provisions  of  the 
bilL  What  are  they  ?  It  puts  at  the  disposal 
of  the  President  the  army  and  navy,  and  the 
entire  militia  of  the  country.  It  enables  him, 
at  his  pleasnre,  to  sotgect  every  man  in  the 
-United  Statet^  not  exempt  from  militia  duty, 
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to  martial  law ;  to  call  him  from  his  ordinary 
ocoupati(m  to  tiie  field,  and,  under  the  pmalty 
of  fine  and  imprisoDment  inflicted  by  a  court- 
martial,  to  imbrue  his  hand  in  bis  brother's 
blood.  There  is  no  limitation  on  the  power  of 
the  sword,  and  that  over  the  purse  is  et^nally 
without  reetrunt ;  for,  among  t|te  extraordinary 
features  of  the  bill,  it  contains  no  appropriation ; 
which,  under  existing  ciroumstanoea,  is  tanta- 
nunmt  to  an  vnHmited  ^>prq>riation.  The 
President  may,  under  its  antiuvily,  incur  any 
openditure,  and  ]dedge  the  nati<»ial  f^th  to 
meet  it.  He  may  create  a  new  national  debt, 
at  tiie  very  moment  of  the  termination  of  the 
fonner — a  debt  of  millions,  to  be  paid  ont  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  labor  of  that  section  of  the 
country  whose  dearest  constitutional  rights  this 
bill  prostrates  I— thus  exhibiting  the  extraordi- 
nary spectacle,  that  the  very  section  of  the 
country  which  is  ui^ng  tbis  measure,  and 
carryins  the  sword  of  devastation  against  as, 
are  at  toe  same  time  inoorring  a  new  debt,  to 
be  paid  by  tiiooe  whose  rignta  are  violated; '  ^' ' 
while  those  who  violate  them  are  to  reonve 
the  beneflts,  in  the  shape  of  boontiea  end  ex- 
penditures. 

The  bill  violates  the  oonstitntitm,  plainly  and 
palpably,  in  many  d  its  provisions,  by  authoriz- 
ing the  President,  at  his  jpleasure,  to  place  the 
different  ports  of  this  Umon  on  an  unequal  foot- 
ing, contrary  to  that  provisiim  of  the  oonstitn- 
tion  which  dedares  that  no  preference  should 
be  ^ven  to  one  port  over  another.  It  also  vio> 
lates  the  constitution  by  authorizing  him,  at 
hia  discretion,  to  impose  cash  duties  in  on* 
port,  while  credit  is  allowed  in  others;  by  en- 
abling the  Prendent  to  rc«nlate  oommeroe,  a 
power  vested  in  Omigresa  wme;  and  by  draw- 
ing within  the  Jarisdietion  of  the  United  Statu 
courts  powers  never  intended  to  he  oonforred 
on  them.  As  great  aa  theae  objections  were, 
they  became  inngnificwt  in  the  prov^ons  of  a 
bill  whidi,  by  a  single  blow,  by  treating  the 
States  as  a  mere  lawless  mass  of  individuals, 
prostrates  all  the  barriers  of  the  constitution. 
He  would  pass  over  the  minor  considerations, 
and  proceed  directly  to  the  great  point  This 
bill  proceeds  ou  the  ground  tiiat  tiie  entire  sov- 
ereignty of  this  country  belongs  to  the  American 
people,  as  forming  one  great  community ;  and 
regards  the  States  as  mere  fractions  or  counties, 
and  not  as  an  integral  part  of  the  Union,  having 
no  more  right  to  reidat  the  enoroaehmoita  <a 
the  Gorernment  than  a  county  has  to  resist  the 
authority  of  a  State ;  and  treimng  such  resist- 
ance as  the  lawless  acta  of  so  many  individuala, 
without  poseeariug  sovereign  orpolitical  rights. 
It  has  been  stud  that  the  bill  declares  war 
against  South  Carolina.  No ;  it  decrees  a  mas- 
sacre of  her  dtizensl  War  has  something 
euuobling  alwut  it  and,  with  all  ita  horrors, 
brings  into  action  the  highestqualitiea,  intdleo- 
tual  and  moral.  It  was,  perhaps,  in  the  order 
of  Providence  that  it  should  be  penuitted  fw 
that  very  jmrpow.  But  this  bill  dedares  no 
WW,  except,  hideed,  it  be  tiiat  which  wvteM 
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wage — a  war  not  sgiunst  the  commnnity,  tttit 
the  citizens  of  whom  that  oommoDity  is  com- 
posed. Bat  he  regarded  it  as  worse  than  sav- 
age warfare— as  an  attempt  to  take  away 
under  the  color  of  law,  without  the  trial  br 
Jnry,  or  any  other  safeguard  which  the  oonati- 
tatiioQ  has  thrown  anmnd  the  lift  of  theeitizeni 
It  autfaorizee  tiie  Prerident  or  eren  his  depnl^ea, 
when  tiicv  xaaj  soppose  the  law  to  be  violated, 
without  the  intervention  of  a  conrt  or  jury,  to 
kill  without  merof  or  diaorimlnatim  t 

It  was  said  hj  the  Senator  from  Tenneflsee 
[Mr.  GmiNDT]  to  be  a  measure  of  peace  I  Yes, 
such  peace  aa  the  wolf  gives  to  the  lamb;  the 
kite  to  tiie  dove.  Bach  peace  as  Bussia  gives 
to  Poland ;  or  death  to  its  victim  I  A  peace, 
hj  extingui^ing  the  politioal  ezistenoe  of  the 
State ;  by  awing  her  into  an  abandonment  of 
the  exercise  of  every  power  which  conslitntes 
her  a  Eovwe^  commomt7.  It  is  to  SonUi  Oaro- 
lioa  a  question  of  eelf-preaervation ;  and  I  pro- 
It,  that,  Bhonld  this  bill  jmib,  ana  an 
attempt  be  made  to  enforce  It,  it  will  be  resisted 
at  eveiy  hazard,  even  that  of  death  itsd£  Death 
isnottiie  greatest  calamity;  there  ue  otiiera 
still  more  terrible  to  the  free  and  brave;  and 
among  them  may  be  placed  the  loss  of  liberty 
and  honor.  There  are  tboasandB  of  her  brave 
sons  who,  if  need  be,  are  prepared  eheerfhlly 
to  lay  down  their  lives  in  defenoe  the  State, 
and  the  great  principles  of  constitntional  liberty 
for  which  she  is  contending.  God  forbid  that 
this  should  become  necessary  1  It  never  can 
be,  unless  this  Government  is  resolved  to  bring 
the  qnestion  to  extremity,  when  her  gdlant 
■ona  will  stand  prepared  to  perform  thor  last 
dn^— to  di»  BMAf. 

I  go  (sud  Ur.  0.)  on  the  groand  that  ^is 
constitution  was  made  by  ute  States;  that 
it  is  a  federal  onion  of  the  States,  In  which  the 
several  States  sUll  retain  their  sovereignty.  If 
these  views  be  correct,  hehadnotchanutwized 
the  bill  too  strongly,  which  presents  the  qnes- 
tion,  whether  they  be  or  be  not.  He  woold  not 
entOT  into  the  discussion  of  that  question  now. 
He  would  rest  it  for  the  present  on  what  he  bad 
scud  on  the  introduction  of  the  resolutions  now 
on  the  table,  under  a  hope  that  another  oppor- 
tuni^  would  be  afforded  fbr  more  ample  dls- 
Misrion.  He  would  for  the  present  onmne  bis 
remarks  to  tiie  objections  whidi  had  be«i  ndsed 
to  the  views  whim  he  had  presented  when  he 
introdaced  them.  The  anthoriU-  of  Luther 
Uartin  had  been  adduced  by  tiie  Senator  from 
Delaware,  to  prove  that  the  citizens  of  a  State, 
acting  under  the  anthority  of  a  State,  were  li- 
able to  be  punished  as  trdtors  by  this  Govern- 
ment. As  eminent  as  Hr.  Martin  was  as  a  law- 
yer, and  as  high  as  his  anthority  might  be  con- 
sidered on  a  legal  point,  he  could  not  accept  it 
in  determining  the  point  at  issne.  The  attitude 
which  he  occapled,  if  taken  into  view,  would 
lessen,  if  not  deatn^,  the  weight  of  his  author- 
ity. He  had  been  violentiy  opposed,  in  con- 
Tention,  to  the  oonatitatioo ;  and  the  very  letter 
from  wnioh  the  SenaUv  has  qaoted  waa  in- 


[tawrjtMr,  1888* 

tended  to  dwsnade  Maryland  from  its  adoption. 
With  this  view,  it  was  to  l>e  expected  that  every 
consideration  calculated  to  effect  that  object 
should  be  urged ;  that  real  oltjectiona  ahoula  be 
ouggerated ;  and  thattboie  having  no  fonnd*- 
tim  exc^t  mere  plausible  dednetiona,  dionld  be 
preeented.  It  is  to  this  s^  that  he  attributed 
the  opinicMi  of  Hr.  2brtin,  in  refwenoe  to  the 
point  under  ctHiiideration.  But  if  his  aathor- 
ity  is  good  on  oiw  point,  it  must  be  admitted  to 
l>e  eqaally  so  on  another.  If  his  opinion  be  suf- 
ficient to  prove  that  a  citizen  of  the  State  mar 
be  pmushed  as  a  traitor  when  acting  under  al- 
legiance to  the  State,  it  is  also  suflSoient  to  show 
tiiat  no  anthority  wue  intended  to  be  given,  in 
the  constitution,  for  the  protection  of  manufao- 
tures  by  the  General  Government;  and  that 
the  provifflon  in  the  constitution,  permitting  a 
State  to  lay  an  impost  duty  witii  the  consent 
of  Oongrees,  was  intended  to  reserve  the  right 
of  protection  to  the  StiAes  themselves^  and  that 
eauL  State  sfaoold  protect  its  own  indnstoy. 
Assuming  his  o^lon  to  be  of  equal  authority 
on  both  points,  now  embarrasring  woold  be  tlie 
attitude  m  which  it  woold  place  the  Senator 
from  Delaware,  and  those  with  whom  he  was 
aotiuff — that  of  using  the  sword  and  the  bayonet 
to  enforce  the  execution  of  an  nneonstitational  act 
of  Congress.  He  must  express  his  surprise  that 
the  slightest  anthority  in  &vor  of  power  should 
be  received  as  the  most  conclasive  evidence, 
while  that  which  is  at  least  equally  s^ng  in 
fovor  of  right  and  Uberly  ia  woolly  oveilocced 
or  r^ected. 

But  to  return  to  the  bOL  It  la  said  that  the 
bill  ought  to  pass,  becanse  the  law  must  be 
enforow.  The  law  must  be  enforced  I  Hie 
imperial  edict  must  be  executed.  It  is  under 
such  sophistry,  couched  in  general  toms, 
without  looking  to  the  limitations  which  must 
ever  exist  in  the  practical  exercise  d  power,  that 
the  most  cruel  and  despotic  acts  ever  have 
been  covered.  It  was  such  sophistry  as  this 
that  cast  Daniel  into  the  lion's  den,  and  the 
three  innocents  into  the  fiery  fomace.  Under 
the  same  sophistry,  the  bloody  edicts  of  Nero 
and  Caligula  were  executed.  The  law  most  be 
enforced  [  Yes,  the  "  tea  tax  must  be  exe- 
oated."  This  was  the  very  argument  wUdi 
impaled  Lcffd  North  and  his  adminiUtratloii 
fai  that  mad  career  whidi  forever  s^mhi^  us 
from  the  British  crown.  Under  a  similar 
sophistry,  "that  religion  must  be  protected." 
how  muiy  massacres  have  beoi  perpetratea ! 
end  how  many  martyrs  have  been  tied  to  the 
stake?  What  I  aotii^  on  this  vague  abstrac- 
tion, are  yon  prepared  to  enforcealaw,  without 
considering  whether  it  be  just  or  unjast, 
constitutional  or  nneonstitational?  Will  yon 
collect  money  when  it  is  acknowledged  that  it 
is  not  wanted?  He  who  earns  the  money, 
who  digs  it  from  the  earth  with  the  sweat  of 
bis  brow,  has* a  just  titie  to  it  against  the 
univme.  No  one  has  a  right  to  touch  it 
without  his  consent  uoept  his  Oovenmienti 
and  it  only  to  the  extent  of  its  Ultimate 
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wante.  To  take  more  is  robbery;  and  joa 
propose  by  this  bill  to  enforce  tbe  robbery  by 
mnrder.  Yes,  to  this  result  joa  must  come  by 
this  miserable  sophistry,  this  vagae  abstraction, 
of  enforcing  tbe  law  without  a  regard  to  the 
fftct  whether  the  law  be  just  or  unjust,  con- 
stitutional or  vnoonBtitatioiiaL 

In  th«  Hune  qdtit  we  are  told  that  the 
Unkm  mnst  be  preserved,  without  regard  to  the 
meaoSb  And  now  it  tt  prop<wed  to  preserve 
the  Union  ?  By  force  I  Does  any  man  in  Ms 
senses  believe  that  this  beautiful  etmctnre,  this 
harmonioos  aggregate  of  States  produced  by 
tbe  joint  consent  of  all,  can  be  preserved  by 
force?  Its  very  introduction  will  be  certain 
de^mction  of  this  Federal  Union.  Ko,  no; 
you  cannot  keep  the  States  united  in  their 
constitutional  and  federal  bonds  by  force. 
Force  may,  indeed,  hold  the  parts  tc^ther; 
but  sacih  union  would  be  the  bond  Mtween 
master  and  dave ;  a  nm<Hi  oS  exaction  on  one 
nde^  and  ol  nnqnaUiled  obedience  on  the 
othw.  That  obedience  which,  we  are  told  by 
&e  SeoatOT  firom  Pennsylvania,  [Hr,  Wiunra,] 
is  the  Union!  Tes,  exaction  on  the  ^de  of 
the  master;  for  this  very  bill  is  intended  to 
collect  what  can  be  no  longer  called  taxes, 
(the  volontaiy  contribution  a  free  people,) 
but  tribnte,  tribute  to  be  collected  under  the 
months  of  the  cannon  1  Your  custom-house 
is  already  transferred  to  a  garrison,  and  that 
garrison  with  its  batteries  turned,  not  against 
the  enemy  of  your  country,  but  on  subjects, 
(I  will  not  say  citizens,)  on  whom  you  propose 
to  1«V7  oontribntions.  Haa  reason  fled  from 
onrboraen!  Have  we  ceased  to  reflect!  It 
1b  madness  to  anj^oae  that  the  Union  can  be 
preserved  by  force.  I  tell  you  plainly  that  the 
tnU,  should  it  pass,  cannot  be  enforced.  It 
will  prove  mily  a  blot  upon  your  statute  book, 
a  reproach  to  the  year,  and  a  disgrace  to  the 
American  Senate.  I  repeat  that  it  will  not  be 
executed;  it  will  rouse  the  dormant  spirit 
of  tbe  pe^le,  and  open  their  eyes  to  the 
approach  of  despotism.  The  country  has  sunk 
into  avarice  and  political  corruption,  from 
which  nothing  could  uouse  it  but  some 
measure,  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  of 
folly  and  madness,  such  as  that  now  under 
consideration.  ,  ^ 

Disguise  it  as  you  may,  the  oontrover^  is 
one  between  power  and  Uberty ;  and  he  would 
tell  the  gentlemen  who  are  opposed  .to  him, 
that,  strong  as  might  be  the  love  of  power  on 
tlidr  nde,  the  love  of  liberty  is\till  stironger 
on  ours.  History  furnishes  many  Instances  of 
nmilar  stmnlea,  where  the  love  iy^Uberty 
has  prevailed  ag^st  power,  under\every 
disadvantage ;  and,  among  them,  few  \aore 
striking  uan  that  of  our  own  revolution ; 
where,  strong  as  was  the  parent  country,  and 
feeble  as  were  the  colomes,  yet,  under  the 
impulse  of  liberty  and  the  blesuog  of  God, 
they  gloriously  triomphed  in  tbe  contest. 
Than  were,  indeed,  many  and  striking  analogies 
between  that  and  Uie  present  controversy; 


they  both  originated  substantially  in  the  ssme 
cause,  with  this  diffra^nce^  that,  in  tbe  present 
ease,  the  power  of  taxation  is  converted 
into  that  of  r^rulating  industry;  in  that,  the 
power  of  r^;ulating  industry,  by  the  regulation 
of  commerce,  was  attempted  to  be  converted 
into  the  power  of  taxation.  Were  be  to  trace 
the  anal<^  feather,  we  would  find  that  the 

Esrv^rsion  of  the  tuing  power,  in  one  caae, 
as  ^ven  pretnsely  the  same  oontnd  to  the 
northern  section  over  the  industry  of  the 
southern  section  d  the  Union,  which  the 

B>wer  to  regulate  commerce  gave  to  Qieat 
ritain  over  uie  industi^  of  the  colonies ;  and 
that  the  very  articles  in  which  the  colomes 
were  ^remitted  to  have  a  free  trade,  and  those 
in  which  tbe  mother  country  had  a  monopoly, 
are  almost  identically  the  ssme  as  those  under 
whicb  the  Southern  States  aie  permitted  to 
have  a  free  trade  by  the  act  of  1883,  and  of 
which  the  Northern  States  have,  by  the  same 
act,  aeoured  a  monoptHy ;  the  only  diffiarence  it 
in  the  means.  In  the  former,  the  colonies 
were  permitted  to  have  free  trade  witii  all 
countries  south  of  Gape  Finisterre,  a  cape  in 
tbe  northern  part  of  Bpfun ;  while  norUi  of 
that  the  trade  of  the  colonies  was  prohiUted, 
except  through  the  mother  county,  by  means 
of  her  commercial  r^:u]ations.  If  we  com- 
pare the  products  of  the  country  north  and 
south  of  Gape  Finisterre,  we  will  find  them 
almost  identical  with  the  list  of  the  protected 
and  unprotected  articles  cont«ned  in  the  act 
of  last  year,  Nor  does  the  analogy  terminate 
here.  The  very  arguments  resorted  to  at  the 
commencement  of  the  American  revolution, 
and  the  measures  adopted,  and  the  motives 
assigned  to  bring  on  that  contest,  (to  enforce 
tbe  law,)  are  almost  identically  the  same. 

Mr.  O.  ^d  that,  in  reviewing  the  ground 
over  which  he  had  passed,  it  would  be 
apparent  thtA  the  question  in  controversy 
involved  that  most  deeply  important  of  all 
politicial  questions,  whether  ours  was  a  federal 
or  a  consolidated  government — a  question 
on  tiie  decision  of  whicb  depends,  as  be 
solemnly  believed,  the  liberty  of  the  people, 
their  happiness,  and  tiie  place  which  we  are 
destined  to  hold  in  tiie  moral  and  intellectual 
scale  of  nations.  Never  was  there  a  contro- 
versy in  which  more  important  conaequenoea 
were  InvolTOd,  not  excepting  that  between 
Persia  and  Greece,  decided  by  the  battles  oi 
Marathon,  Platea,  and  Salamia,  whioh  gave 
ascendency  to  the  genius  of  Europe  over  that 
of  Asia,  and  which,  in  its  cooseqnenoes,  haa 
continued  to  affect  the  destiny  of  so  large  a 
portion  of  the  world,  even  to  this  day.  lAere 
IS,  (said  Mr.  0.,)  often  close  analogies  between 
events  apparently  very  remote,  which  is 
strikingly  illustrated  in  tiiis  case.  In  the 
great  contest  between  Greece  and  Per^tL 
between  European  and  Asiatic  polity  and 
civilization,  the  very  questions  between  the 
federal  and  oonsoUdated  form  of  government 
was  hivolved.  The  Asiatio  Governments,  from 
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the  remotest  time,  with  some  exceptions  on  the 
eaBteni  shore  of  the  HediterranMn,  have  been 
based  on  the  principle  of  cooBoUdation,  which 
considers  the  whole  community  as  but  a  unit ; 
and  consolidates  its  powers  in  a  ceotralpoint. 
The  opposite  principle  has  prevuled  in*  Europe 
Greece,  throughout  all  her  States,  was  based 
on  a  federal  system.  All  were  united  in  one 
common  hat  loose  bond,  and  the  Governments 
of  the  several  States  partook,  for  the  most 
part  of  a  complex  organization,  which  distrib- 
nteo  political  power  among  different  members 
of  tfafi  oommnnity.  The  same  principles  pre- 
rtUfA  in  andent  Italy ;  and,  if  we  turn  to  the 
Teutonic  race,  our  great  ancestora,  the  race 
which  occupies  the  first  place  in  power, 
OLvillzation,  and  science,  and  which  possess  the 
larvest  and  the  fmrest  part  of  Europe,  we  will 
find  that  their  Giovemments  were  DBsed  on 
the  federal  organization,  as  has  been  clearly 
illu8trat,ed  by  a  recent  and  able  writer  on 
the  British  oonstitntion,  (Ur.  Falgrave,)  from 
whose  writings  he  Introaooed  the  Ibuowing 
extract: 

"In  tUs  manner  the  Snt  establiahmeot  of  the 
Teutonic  States  was  effected.  They  vere  assem- 
blages of  sects,  clans,  and  tribes ;  they  were  con- 
federated hosts  and  armies,  led  on  by  princes, 
magistrates,  and  chleft^ns,  each  of  whom  was 
ori^nally  independent,  and  each  of  whom  lost  a 
porthm  of  Us  pristine  independeoce  in  proportioa 
as  ha  and  his  compeers  beoame  onited  under  the 
■uiR«macy  of  a  sovereign,  who  was  soperindnced 
upon  the  State  first  as  a  military  comnunder,  and 
afterwards  as  a  king.  Yet,  notwithstanding  this 
political  connection,  each  member  of  the  State  con- 
tinued to  retain  a  considerable  portion  of  the  rigbta 
of  sovereignty.  Every  andent  Teatonio  monarchy 
must  be  coi^dered  as  a  federation;  it  is  not  a 
Obit,  of  which  the  smaller  bodies  polido  therein 
oontiined  are  the  fractions,  but  they  are  the  in> 
tegerS,  and  the  State  is  the  multiple  which  reanlta 
from  Uiem.  Dukedoms  and  counties,  burghs  and 
baronleR,  towns  and  townships,  and  shires,  lorm  the 
kingdom— alt,  in  a  cert^  degree,  strangers  to  each 
otber,  and  separate  in  jurisdiction,  though  all  obe- 
^wit  to  the  anpreme  executive  authority.  This 
general  description,  thmigh  not  always  strictly  ap- 
pUeable  in  terms,  is  always  so  substantially  and  in 
efTeot;  and  hence  it  becomes  necessary  to  discard 
the  hingaage  which  has  been  very  generally  em- 
ployed in  treating  on  the  English  consUtution.  It 
has  been  supposed  that  the  kingdom  was  reduced 
into  a  regular  and  gradual  eubordlnation  of  gov* 
emment,  and  that  the  various  legal  districts  of 
which  it  is  composed  arose  from  the  dlvidons  and 
sobdivi^ons  of  the  conntry.  Bat  this  bypothcns, 
which  tends  greatly  to  perplex  our  history,  cannct 
be  supported  by  fiwt ;  and  instead  of  viewing  the 
eonsututioD  as  a  wbcde,  and  then  proceeding  to  its 
parti,  we  most  axamine  it  ^ntiiieUoaUy,  and  as- 
•ome  that  the  supreme  authorities  of  the  State  were 
oraated  by  the  coneentraUoo  of  (he  powers  vigl- 
nally  belonging  to  the  members  and  corporattons  of 
which  it  is  composed." 

He  had  stated,  also,  in  his  remarks  cm  this 
point,  that  there  was  a  striking  analogy  between 


this  and  the  great  struggle  between  Persia  and 
Greece,  which  had  been  decided  by  the  batUea 
of  Marathon,  Platea,  and  &alami^  and  which 
had  immortiuized  the  names  of  Miltiadea  and 
Themistodes.  He  had  illustrated  this  analogy, 
by  showiog  that  centralism,  or  oonsolidatioD, 
with  tba  exception  of  a  few  nations  along  the 
eastern  border  of  the  Mediterranean,  bad  been 
the' pervading  principle  in  the  Asiatic  Govern- 
ments ;  while  the  fMeral  principle,  or,  what  is 
the  same  in  principle^  that  system  which  owui- 
ises  aommntmity  in  r^renee  to  its  part^liad 
prevailed  in  Eorope. 

Among  the  few  exceptions  in  the  Asiatio 
nations  uie  Giovemment  of  the  twelve  tribes  of 
Israd,  in  its  early  period,  was  the  most  striking. , 
Their  Government,  at  firsts  was  a  mere  oonfede- ' 
ration,  without  any  central  power,  till  a  military 
chieftain,  witii  the  titie  of  King,  was  placed  at 
its  head,  without,  however,  meiw^g  uie  ori^- 
nal  organization  of  the  twelve  distinct  tribes. 
This  was  the  commencement  of  that  central  ao- 
tiw  among  that  peculiar  people,  which,  in  three 
generations,  tmninated  in  a  permanoit  division 
of  their  tribes.  It  is  imposdUe  even  for  a  care- 
less raider  to  pemae  the  histwy  of  that  event 
withont  bdng  fordUy  stmcfc  with  the  analogj 
in  the  canees  whidi  led  to  tbdr  semration 
those  which  now  threaten  ns  with  a  nmilar 
calamity.  With  the  establishment  of  the  central 
power  in  the  King  commenced  a  system  of  tax- 
ation, which,  under  King  Solomon,  was  greatly 
increased,  to  defray  the  expense  of  rearing  tho 
temple,  of  enlarging  and  embellishing  Jemulem, 
the  seat  of  tiie  central  Government,  and  the 
other  profuse  expenditures  of  his  maaiificent 
reign.  Increased  taxation  was  followed  by  its 
natural  consequences — discontent  and  oomplaint, 
which  before  ois  death  began  to  excite  re^t^ 
ance.  On  the  succession  <n  his  son,  Behoboam. 
the  ten  tribes,  headed  by  Jeroboam,  donanded 
a  reduction  of  the  taxes;  the  temple  being 
finished,  and  tiie  embellishment  of  Jerusalem 
completed,  and  the  money  whidi  had  been  raised 
for  that  purpose  being  no  longw  reonired ;  or, 
in  other  words,  the  debt  being  paio,  they  de- 
manded a  reduction  of  the  duties — a  repeal  of 
the  tariff.  The  demand  was  taken  under  con- 
sideration, and,  after  oonsulting  the  old  men, 
(the  counsiellors  of  *98,)  who  advised  a  reduction, 
he  then  took  the  opinion  of  the  younger  politi- 
cians, who  had  since  grown  np,  and  Knew  not 
the  ooctzioes  of  their  fittiiers.  He  hearkened 
unto  their  oonnsel,  and  refiised  to  make  t&e  re- 
duction; and  the  secession  of  the  ten  tribea, 
under  Jeroboam,  followed.  The  tribes  of  Jndah 
and  Benjamin,  which  had  received  the  disburse- 
ments, alone  remained  to  the  house  of  David. 

But  to  return  to  the  point  immediately  under 
consideration.  He  knew  that  it  was  not  only 
the  opinion  of  a  larae  m^ority  of  our  country, 
but  it  might  he  said  to  be  the  opinion  of  the 
age,  that  the  very  beau  ideal  of  a  perfect  Qot- 
emment  was  the  Government  of  a  m^oiity, 
acting  through  a  represoitative  body,  without 
oheok  or  limitation  in  its  power;  yet  u  we  tatj 
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t«t  tliu  theory  by  experience  and  iMson,  we 
will  find  that  so  far  from  bdog  pcofaet,  the 
necessary  teadenoy  of  all  GoTemments  based 
□pon  the  will  of  an  abaolate  miyorlty,  without 
constitational  obeofc  or  limitation  of  power,  is 
to  fitctioD,  Gorraption,  anarchy,  and  despotism ; 
and  this  whether  the  will  of  tiie  minority  be  ex- 
pressed directly  through  an  assembly  of  the  peo- 
ple themselves,  or  by  their  representatives.  I 
know  (said  Mr.  0.)  that  in  venturing  this  asser- 
tion I  utter  that  which  is  unpopular,  both 
within  and  without  theoe  walls ;  bat,  where  tmth 
and  liberty  are  ooncenied,  anoh  considerations 
sbcndd  not  m  re^vded.  He  woold  plaoe  the  ded- 
rion  of  thia  ^obai  on  the  ftot,  that  no  Goremment 
of  tlie  kind,  among  the  many  attempts  which  had 
been  made,  had  ever  endured  for  a  single  genera- 
tion ;  but,  OQ  the  contrary,  had  invariably  expe- 
rienced the  fate  which  he  had  assigned  to  them. 
Let  a  single  instance  be  pointed  out  and  he  would 
surrender  his  opinion.  But,  if  we  had  not  the  ud 
<if  experience  to  direct  our  judgment,  reason  it- 
self would  be  a  certain  guide.  The  view  which 
eonnders  the  community  as  aunit,  and  all  its  parts 
as  having  a  ^ilar  interMt,  is  radically  erro- 
neous. However  small  the  eommonity  may  be, 
and  however  honogeneous  its  interest,  the  mo- 
ment that  Government  is  put  into  operation,  as 
soon  as  it  b^ins  to  collect  taxes,  and  to  make 
qipropriations,  the  different  portions  of  the  com- 
munity must,  of  necesuty,  bear  different  and 
oppoahig  relations  in  reference  to  the  action  of 
the  Government.  There  must  inevitably  spring 
up  two  mterests—a  direction  and  a  stockholder 
interest;  an  interest  profiting  by  the  action  of 
the  Government,  and  interested  iu  increasing  its 
powers'  and  action ;  and  another  at  whose  ex- 

Siose  the  political  machine  b  kept  in  motion, 
e  knew  how  difficult  it  was  to  communicate 
ffistinet  ideas  on  such  a  suttjeot,  through  the 
meditna  of  general  pit^Kidtions,  without  partic- 
ular iDostration :  and,  in  order  that  he  might 
be  distinctly  nnderstood,  tiiongb  at  the  hazard 
of  bein^  tedious,  he  would  illostrote  the  impor- 
tant principle  wmoh  he  had  Tmtnred  to  advanoe 
by  examples. 

Let  us,  then,  suppose  a  small  community  of 
five  persons,  separated  ftom  the  rest  of  the 
world ;  and,  to  make  the  example  strong,  let  us 
snppose  them  all  to  be  engaged  in  the  same  pur- 
smt,  and  to  be  of  equal  weuth.  Let  us  farther 
snppose  that  they  determine  to  govern  the  eom- 
monity by  the  will  of  a  majority ;  and,  to  make 
Ae  case  as  strong  as  possible,  let  ns  suppose 
that  the  nu^iuity,  m  order  to  meet  the  expenses 
of  the  Government,  laj  an  equal  tax,  say  of  one 
hundred  dollars,  on  each  individual  of  this  littie 
commanity.  Their  treasury  would  contain  five 
hundred  dollars.  Three  are  a  mnjority;  and 
they,  by  supposition,  have  contributed  three 
hnndred  as  their  portion,  and' the  other  two, 
(the  minority,)  two  hundred.  The  three  have 
the  right  to  make  the  appropriations  as  they 
may  utink  proper.  The  qaestiun  is,  how  would 
the  principle  of  the  i^>solute  and  onchecked  ma- 
jori^  (^>erate^  under  tiuse  dronnutancfl^  iu  this 
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litUe  commumty  f  K  the  three  be  governed  by 
a  sense  <tf  justice:  if  they  should  appropriate 

the  money  to  the  objects  for  which  it  was  raised, 
the  common  and.equal  benefit  of  the  five,  then 
the  object  of  the  association  would  be  ffurly 
and  honesUy  effected,  and  each  wonid  have  a 
common  interest  in  the  Government.  But, 
should  the  minority  pursue  an  opposite  course, 
should  they  appropriate  the  money  in  a  manner 
to  benefit  their  own  particular  interests  without 
regard  to  the  interest  of  the  two ;  (and  that  they 
vul  BO  act,  unless  there  be  some  efficient  dieck, 
he  who  best  knows  human  naitnre  will  iMst' 
doubt,)  who  does  not  see  that  the  three  and  the 
two  would  hatre  directly  opponte  interests,  in 
reference  to  the  action  of  the  Government  ?  The 
three,  who  contribute  to  the  common  treasury 
bat  three  hnndred  dollars,  could,  in  fact,  by  up- 
propriating  the  five  hundred  to  their  own  ose, 
convert  the  action  of  the  Government  into  the 
means  of  making  money ;  and,  of  consequence, 
would  have  a  direct  interest  in  increasing  the 
taxes.  They  pat  in  three  hundred,  and-  take 
out  five ;  that  is,  they  take  back  to  themselves 
all  that  they  had  put  in ;  and,  in  addition,  that 
which  was  put  in  by  tiieir  associates;  or.  In 
other  words,  taking  taxation  and  appropriation 
together,  they  have  gained,  and  their  OMOcIates 
have  lost,  two  hundred  dollars  by  the  fiscal  ac- 
tion of  the  Government.  An  opposite  interest, 
in  reference  to  the  action  of  the  Government,  is 
thus  created  between  them ;  the  one  having  an 
interest  in  favor  and  the  other  agunst  the  taxes ; 
the  one  to  increase,  and  the  other  to  decrease 
the  taxes;  the  one  to  retain  the  taxes  when 
the  money  is  no  longer  wanted,  and  the  other 
to  repeal  them  when  the  objects  for  which  they 
were  levied  have  been  executed. 

Let  ne  now  suppose  this  community  of  five 
to  be  raised  to  twentj-fonr  indindnus,  to  be 
governed  in  like  manner  by  the  will  of  a  major- 
ity. It  is  obvious  tiiat  the  same  principle  would 
divide  them  into  two  interests;  into  a  m^ority 
and  a  minority,  thirteen  against  eleven,  or  in 
some  other  proportion ;  and  that  all  the  conse- 
quences which  he  had  shown  to  be  applicable  ' 
to  the  small  community  of  five,  would  be  equal- 
ly applicable  to  the  greater ;  uie  canse  not  de- 
pendbig  upon  the  number,  but  resulting  neoes* 
sarily  from  the  action  of  the  Government  itselt 
Let  us  now  suppose  that,  instead  of  governing 
themselves  directly  in  an  assembly  of  toe  wholCL 
without  the  intervention  of  agents,  they  shonld 
adopt  the  representative  principle;  and  tbat 
instead  of  being  governed  by  a  majority  oi 
themBelves,  they  should  be  goramed  oy  a  ma- 
jority of  their  representatives.  It  is  obvious 
that  the  operation  of  the  system  would  not  be 
affected  by  the  change;  the  representatives, 
being  responsible  to  those  who  choose  them, 
would  conform  to  the  will  of  their  constituents, 
and  would  act  as  they  would  do  were  they 
present  and  acting  for  themselves;  and  the 
same  confiict  of  Interest  which  we  have  shown 
would  exist  in  one  case  would  equally  exist  in 
the  other.  In  either  oase^  the  inevitaUe  result 
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would  be  a  B^stem  of  hostile  l^ial&tioD  on  the 
part  of  the  nu^Joritj',  or  the  stronger  interest, 
against  tiw  minoritj,  or  tbo  weaker  interest; 
the  ol^eet  of  which,  on  the  part  of  the  former, 
would  be  to  exact  as  mnch  as  pos^ble  from  the 
latter,  which  would  neeedsarilybe  rensted  by  all 
the  means  in  their  power.  Warfare,  by  legis- 
lation, wonld  thas  m  commenced  between  the 
parties,  with  the  same  object,  and  not  less  hos- 
tile, than  that  which  is  cuTied  on  between  dis- 
tinct and  rival  nations ;  the  only  distinction 
wonld  be  in  the  instruments  and  the  mode. 
Enactments,  in  the  one  case,  wonld  supply  what 
could  only  be  effected  by  arms  in  the  other ; 
and  the  inevitable  operation  would  be  to  engen- 
der the  most  h(»tilB  feelings  between  the  par- 
tlea,  which  wonld  immetve  ev^y  feeling  of  patri- 
otion-^that  feeling  whica  embrMws  the  whole— 
and  substitute  in  its  place  the  most  violent  party 
attachment ;  and,  instead  of  having  one  common 
centre  of  attachment,  around  which  the  affec- 
tions of  the  commnmty  might  rally,  there  wonld, 
in  fact,  be  two ;  the  interests  of  the  majority, 
to  which  those  who  constitute  that  m^ority 
would  be  more  attached  than  they  would  be  to 
tiie  whole,  and  that  of  the  minority,  to  which 
they  in  like  manner  would  also  be  more  attach- 
ed  than  to  the  interests  of  the  whole.  Faction 
wonld  thns  take  the  place  of  patriotism ;  and, 
with  the  loss  of  pamoUsm,  corrnptiou  mnst 
necessarily  follow;  and,  in  its  train,  anarchy; 
and,  finally,  despotism,  or  the  eatablishment  of 
absolute  power  in  a  ungle  tndividnal,  as  a  means 
of  arresting  the  conflict  of  hosUle  interests;  on 
the  principle  that  it  is  betterto  submit  to  tlie  will 
of  a  single  individual,  who,  by  being  made  lord 
and  master  of  the  whole  community,  would  have 
an  equal  interest  tn  the  protection  of  all  the  parts. 

Let  us  next  suppose  that,  in  order  to  avert 
the  calamitous  train  of  consequences,  this  little 
community  should  adopt  a  written  constitution, 
with  limitations  restricting  the  will  of  the  ma- 
jority, in  order  to  protect  the  minority  against 
the  Diq>reseions  wmoh  he  had  sbown  would 
neoessarily  result  without  such  restricUons.  It 
is  obviona  that  the  case  would  not  he  in  the 
slightest  degree  varied,  if  the  m^tnlty  be  left 
in  possession  of  the  right  of  Judging  exclusively 
of  the  extent  of  its  powers,  wiUiout  any  right 
on  the  part  of  the  minority  to  enforce  the  re- 
strictions imposed  by  the  constitution  on  the 
will  of  the  minority.  The  point  is  almost  too 
dear  for  illustration.  Kothiug  can  be  more 
certain  than  that  when  a  constitution  grants 
power,  and  imposes  limitations  on  the  exercise 
of  that  pover,  whatever  interests  may  obtun 
possesion  of  the  Government  will  be  in  favor 
of  extending  the  power  at  the  expense  of  the 
limitation ;  and  that,  unless  those  in  whose  be- 
half the  limitations  were  imposed  have,  in  some 
form  or  mode,  the  right  of  enfbreing  tJiem,  the 
power  will  ultimately  anperBOde  the  limitation, 
and  the  Oovemment  must  operate  precisely  in 
tiie  same  manner  as  if  the  inll  oi  toe  minority 
governed  without  oonstitntion  or  lindtation  of 
power. 
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He  had  thus  presented  all  possible  modes  in 
which  a  Government  bound  upon  the  will  of 
an  absolate  wa^ontf  woidd  be  modified;  and 
had  demonstrated  tiiat,  in  dl  its  fbrai^ 
whether  in  ami^ority  of  the  people,  as  in  a  more 
democracy,  or  in  a  minority  of  their  represen- 
tatives, without  a  constitntion,  or  with  a  coa- 
stitntion,  to  be  interpreted  as  the  will  of  the 
miyority,  the  result  would  be  the  same — two 
hostile  interests  would  inevitably  be  created  by 
the  action  of  the  Government,  to  be  followed 
by  hostile  legislation,  and  that  by  faction,  oor^ 
ruption,  uiarchy,  and  despotism. 

The  great  and  solemn  question  here  presented 
itself:  Is  there  any  remedy  for  these  evilsf  on 
th9  deunon  of  which  depends  the  qnestioD, 
whether  the  people  can  govern  themselves? 
which  has  been  so  often  aiked,  with  so  much 
scepticism  and  doubt.  There  is  a  remedy,  and 
but  one,  the  effects  of  which,  whatever  may  be 
the  form,  is  to  organize  society  in  reference  to 
this  conflict  of  interests,  which  springs  out  of 
the  action  of  Government;  and  which  can  only 
be  done  by  giving  to  each  part  the  right  of  self- 
pfotection ;  which,  in  a  word,  instead  of  con- 
sidering the  community  of  twenty-four  as  a 
single  community,  having  a  common  interest, 
and  to  be  governed  by  the  single  will  of  an  entire 
minority,  shall,  upon  all  qnesttona  tending  to 
bring  ttie  parts  into  MHiflict,  the  thirteen  against 
the  ueven,  take  the  will,  not  of  the  twaitiy-fonr 
as  a  nnit,  bat  that  of  the  thirteen  and  that  of 
the  eleven  separately,  the  minority  of  each 
governing  the  parts ;  and,  where  they  concur, 
governing  the  whole;  and  where  titey  disagree, 
arresting  the  action  of  the  Government.  This 
he  wonld  call  the  concurring,  as  distinct  from 
the  absolute  m^ority.  It  would  not  be,  as  was 
generally  supposed,  a  minority  governing  a 
majority.   In  either  way  the  number  would  be 
the  same,  whether  taken  as  the  absolute,  or  as 
the  concurring  m^ority.  Thus,  the  m^ority  of 
tiie  thirteen  is  seven,  and  of  the  eleven  six,  and 
the  two  together  make  thirteen,  which  is  the 
m^orlty  of  twenty-four.  But  though  the  num- 
ber is  the  same,  the  mode  of  ooontiiig  is  essen- 
tially dififorent ;  the  one  representing  the  strong- 
er interest,  and  the  other  the  weaker  interest 
of  the  community.   The  first  mistake  was,  la 
supposing  that  the  Government  of  the  absolute 
m^ority  IS  the  Government  of  this  people ;  that 
beau  ideal  of  a  perfect  Government,  which  had 
been  so  enthusiastically  entertained  in  every 
a^  by  the  generous  and  patriotic,  where  civ- 
ilization and  liberty  had  made  the  smallest  prog- 
ress.  There  could  be  no  ^eater  error;  the 
Government  of  the  people  is  the  Government 
of  the  whole  community ;  of  the  twenty-four ; 
the  self-government  of  all  the  parts ;  too  perfect 
to  be  reduced  to  practice  in  the  present,  or  any 
past  stage  of  human  society.  The  Government 
of  the  absolate  majority,  instead  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  pet^le,  is  bnt  the  Government  of 
the  strongest  interests ;  and  when  not  efficient- 
ly  ohockM,  is  the  most  ^rannioal  and  oppres- 
sive that  can  be  deviseo.  Between  tlus  ideal 
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perfection  on  one  side,  and  despotism  on  the 
other,  none  other  can  be  devised  bnt  that  irhidi 
considers  society,  in  reference  to  its  parts,  as 
difibrenUy  affected  bj  the  action  of  the  Got- 
emment,  and  which  takes  the  sense  of  each 
part  separately,  and  thereby  the  sense  of  the 
whole  in  the  manner  slready  illostrated. 

Agunst  the  Tlev  of  our  mtem  which  he 
had  presented,  and  the  rijdit  of  the  Stete  to  in- 
terpose, it  was  objected  that  it  would  lead  to 
anarchj  and  disaolntion.  He  ocmddered  the 
ot^eotion  as  withont  tiie  slightest  foandation; 
and  that,  so  Ui  from  tending  to  weakness  or 
disnnion,  it  was  the  aonroe  of  the  highest  power 
and  of  Uie  strongest  cement.  Nor  was  its  ten- 
deDC7  in  this  respect  difficult  of  explanation. 
The  GoTernment  of  an  abeolnte  m^ority,  nn- 
checked  by  efficient  coostitntional  restraint, 
thoi^h  apparenti;  strong,  was  in  reality  an  ex- 
ceedingly feeble  Goremment.  ThattendeocT^to 
conflict  between  the  parte,  which  he  bad  shown 
to  be  inevitable  in  snoh  Qovemments,  wasted 
the  powers  of  the  State  in  the  hoatjle  aotioa  of 
contending  Motions,  which  left  very  little  more 
power  than  the  exoeas  of  the  struigth  of  the 
m^oiity  over  the  minority.  Bnt  a  Government 
based  upon  the  principle  of  the  eoncorring  ma- 
jority, where  each  great  interest  possessed  with- 
in itself  the  means  of  self-protection,  which 
nltimately  reqnires  the  mntaal  consent  of  all  the 
parts,  necessarily  causes  th^  nnanimi^  in  oonn- 
sel,  and  ardent  attachment  of  all  the  parts  to 
the  whole,  which  gives  an  irresuMible  energy 
to  a  Government  so  ocHutitnted. 

He  might  appeal  to  history  Im  the  tmth  of 
these  remarks,  of  whidi  the  Roman  fiiraished 
the  most  familiar  and  striking.  It  was  a  well 
known  fact,  that,  from  the  expnlsion  of  the  Tar- 
qnins  to  the  time  of  the  establishment  of  the 
bibonarian  power,  the  Government  fell  into  a 
•tate  of  the  greatest  disorder  and  distraction, 
and,  he  might  add,  cormption.  How  did  this 
happen !  The  explanation  will  throw  important 
light  on  the  subject  nnder  consideration.  The 
oommanity  was  divided  into  two  parts,  the 
pati-icians  and  the  plebeians,  with  the  powers 
of  the  State  principally  in  the  hands  of  the 
former,  without  adequate  check  to  protect  the 
rights  of  the  latter.  The  result  was  as  might 
be  expected.  The  pabicdans  oonverted  the 
powers  of  the  Govemmmt  into  the  means  <^ 
making  mmiey,  to  mridi  themselves  and  their 
dependanta.  Th^,  in  a  word,  had  their  Amer- 
Scui  system,  growing  out  of  the  peculiar  char- 
acter of  the  Government  and  condition  of  the 
country.  This  requires  explanation.  At  that 
period,  according  to  the  laws  of  nations,  when 
one  nation  conquered  another,  the  lands  of  the 
vanqatahed  belonged  to  the  victors ;  and,  ac- 
cording to  the  Roman  law,  the  lands  thus 
acquired  were  divided  into  parts,  one  allotted 
to  the  poorer  class  of  the  people,  and  the  other 
aasigned  to  the  nse  of  the  treaanry,  of  which 
the  patricians  had  the  distribution  and  adminis- 
tration. The  patridans  abused  thor  power, 
by  wiUiholiUng  from  the  people  that  whieh 


ought  to  have  been  allotted  to  them,  and  bj 
converting  to  their  own  use  that  which  ought 
to  have  gone  to  the  treasury.  In  a  word,  tb^ 
took  to  tnemselves  the  entire  spoils  of  victcoy, 
and  they  had  thus  the  most  power^  motive 
to  keep  the  State  perpetually  involved  in  war, 
to  the  utter  impoverishnicnt  and  oppression 
of  the  people.  After  resisting  the  abuse  ni 
piower  by  all  peaceaUe  means,  and  the  <^res- 
sion  becoming  intolerable,  the  people  lA  last 
withdrew  from  tiie  city ;  they,  m  a  woi^,  se- 
ceded; and,  to  induce  tbem  to  reunite,  the 
patrii^ans  conceded  to  the  plebeians,  as  the 
means  protecting  their  separate  interests,  tiie 
very  power  which  be  contended  is  necessary  to 
protect  the  rights  of  the  States,  but  which  is  now 
represented  as  necessarily  leading  to  disunion. 
They  granted  to  the  people  the  right  of  choos- 
ing three  tribunes  from  among  themselves,  whose 
persons  should  be  sacred,  and  who  should  have 
the  right  of  interposing  th^  veto,  not  only 
against  the  passage  of  laws,  but  evmi^nst  their 
execution ;  a  power  wfaidi  those  who  take  a  shal- 
low inright  into  human  nature  would  pronounce 
inconsistent  with  the  strength  and  unity  of  the 
State,  if  not  utterly  impracticable.  Yet,  so 
far  from  that  being  the  effect,  from  that  day 
the  Geniufl  of  Home  became  ascendant,  and 
victory  followed  her  steps  till  she  had  eatablished 
an  almost  universal  dominion. 

But  to  return  to  the  General  Government. 
We  hare  now  sufficient  experience  to  ascertain 
that  tiie  tendency  to  conflict  in  its  action  is 
between  southern  and  other  sections,  llie  lat- 
ter, having  a  deraded  minority,  mnst  habitually 
be  possessed  of  the  powers  the  Government, 
botK  in  this  and  in  the  other  House ;  and,  being 
governed  hr  that  instinctive  love  of  power  so 
natural  to  uie  human  breast,  they  must  become 
the  advocates  of  the  power  of  Government,  and 
in  the  same  d^free  opposed  to  the  limitations; 
while  the  other  and  weaker  section  is  as  neces- 
sarily thrown  on  the  side  of  the  limitations. 
In  one  word,  the  one  section  is  the  natural 
guardian  of  the  delegated  powers,  and  the  other 
of  the  reserved ;  and  the  struggle  on  the  side 
of  the  former  will  be  to  enlarge  the  powers, 
while  that  on  the  opposite  side  will  be  to  re- 
strain them  within  their  oonstitational  limits. 
The  contest  wiU,  in  &ot,  be  a  oontest  between 
power  and  liberty,  and  such  he  conridered  the 
present ;  a  contest  in  which  the  weaker  section, 
with  its  peculiar  labor,  productions,  and  situa. 
tioD,  has  at  stake  all  that  can  be  dear  to  free- 
men. Should  they  be  able  to  maintain  in  their 
full  vigor  their  reserved  righta,  liberty  and  pros- 
perity will  be  their  portion ;  bnt  if  tbey  yield, 
and  permit  the  stronger  interest  to  consolidate 
within  itself  all  the  powers  of  the  Government, 
then  will  its  fate  be  more  wretched  than  that 
of  the  aborigines  whom  they  have  expelled- 
or  of  their  daves.  In  this  great  strug^e  be- 
tween the  delegated  and  reserved  powers,  so  Ur 
from  repining  that  his  lot  and  titat  or  those 
whom  ne  represented  is  oast  on  the  side 
of  the  latter,  he  rqoioed  that  such  Is  the  £Mt; 
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fbr  thoagh  we  participate  in  bat  few  of  the  ad- 
vantages  of  the  Government,  we  are  compen- 
wtedf  and  more  than  oompmaated,  in  not  b«iDg 
so  much  exposed  to  its  oonrnpticni.  Nor  did 
he  repine  that  the  iutj^  so  dimenlt  to  be  dis- 
charged, as  the  defokce  of  the  reserred  powers 
againat,  apparently,  saoh  fearful  odds,  had  been 
aangned  to  them.  To  discharge  sacoesafiillj 
this  high  daty  requires  the  highest  qnaUties, 
moral  and  intelleotaal ;  and,  shonld  we  perform 
it  with  a  zeal  and  ability  in  proportion  to  its 
magnitade,  instead  of  being  mere  planters, 
onr  section  will  become  distingnished  for  its 
patriots  and  statesmen.  Bnt,  on  the  other  hand, 
if  we  prove  unworthy  of  this  high  destiny,  if 
we  yi^d  to  the  steady  enoroaobment  of  power, 
the  severest  and  most  debanng  calamttr  and 
ooTTuption  will  overspread  the  land.  JETery 
SontMm  man,  tme  to  the  Interests  of  hb  seo- 
tioD,  and  fdthfnl  to .  the  duties  which  Provi- 
dence has  allotted  him,  will  be  forever  exdaded 
from  the  h<mors  and  emoloments  of  this  Oovem- 
menL  whidi  will  be  reserved  f6r  those  only 
who  have  qualified  themaelvea,  by  poUtical  pros- 
titation,  tor  admiHrion  into  the  Magdalen  A^- 
lum. 

SATintDXT,  Febroary  16. 

JZmntM  CoOeetifin  BiU—IfiUt^leatien. 

The  Senate  having  reanmed  the  oonsideration 
of  thial^ 

llr.'WnBSTES  said:  The  gentleman  from 
South  Oardina  has  admonished  ns  to  be  mind- 
Ad  of  the  opitti<ms  of  those  who  shall  come 
after  tu.  We  must  take  onr  chance,  sir,  as  to 
the  light  in  winch  posterity  will  regard  ns.  I 
do  not  decline  its  judgment,  nor  withhold  my- 
self from  its  scrutiny.  Feeling  that  I  am  per- 
forming my  public  duty  witn  singleness  of 
heart,  and  to  uie  best  of  my  ability,  1  fearlessly 
trust  myself  to  the  country,  now  and  hereafter, 
and  leave  both  my  motives  and  my  character 
to  its  de(U8ion. 

^e  gmtlemui  has  terminated  his  speech  In 
a  tone  of  threat  and  d^anoe  towards  this  biU, 
even  should  it  become  a  law  of  the.  land,  alto- 
gether unosnal  in  the  halls  of  Congress.  Bnt  I 
wall  not  suffer  myself  to  be  excited  into  warmth 
by  lus  denunciation  of  the  measure  which  I 
BUpport.  Among  the  feelings  which  at  this 
moment  fill  my  breastj  not  the  least  is  that  of 
regret  at  the  position  in  which  the  gentleman 
has  placed  himself,  8ir,  he  does  himself  no 
Justice.  The  cause  which  he  has  espoused 
finds  no  basis  in  the  constitation;  no  succor 
from  public  sympathy;  no  dieeiing  from  a 
patriotic  community.  Be  has  no  foothold  on 
which  to  stand,  while  he  might  display  the 
powers  of  his  acknowledged  talents.  Every 
thing  beneath  his  feet  is  hollow  and  treacher- 
ous. He  is  Uke  a  strong  man  stmnling  in  a 
morass ;  every  effort  to  extricate  himseu  only 
nnka  hhn  deeper  and  deeper.  And  I  fear  iaa 
reeemblanoe  may  be  carried gtDI  further ;  If^ 
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that  no  friend  can  safely  come  to  his  relief  that 
no  one  can  approach  near  enough  to  hold  out 
a  helping  hand,  irithont  danger  of  going  down 
himselfj  also,  into  the  bottomless  depths  of  this 
Serbonian  bog. 

The  honorable  gentleman  has  dedared  that 
on  ^e  det^cm  of  the  question  now  in  debate 
may  depend  the  cause  oi  liberfy  itselt  I  am 
of  the  same  opinion ;  but  then,  sir,  the  liberty 
which  I  think  is  staked  on  the  contest  is  not 
political  liberty,  in  any  general  and  undefined 
character,  but  onr  own,  well  understood,  and 
lon^  euoyed  American  liberty. 

Sir,  I  love  liberty  no  less  ardentiy  than  the 
gentieman,  in  whatever  form  she  may  havo 
ajmeared  m  the  progress  of  human  history.  As 
uhibited  in  tiie  master  states  of  antiquity,  as 
breakii^f  out  again  from  amidst  the  darkness 
of  the  luddle  ages,  and  beaming  on  the  format 
tion  of  new  communities  in  modem  Eun^ 
she  has .  always  and  everywhere  charms  for  me. 
Tet,  sir,  it  is  onr  own  liberty,  guarded  by  con- 
stitutions and  secured  by  union ;  it  is  that  liberty 
which  is  onr  paternal  inheritance,  it  is  our  estab- 
lished, dear-bought,  pecniiar  American  liberty, 
to  which  I  am  cmefly  devoted,  and  the  cause  <n 
wUoh  I  now  mean,  to  the  utmost  of  my  power, 
to  mi^ti^n  and  defend. 

Mr.  President,  if  I  considered  tlie  constitu- 
tional question  now  before  us  as  doubtful  as  it 
is  important,  and  if  I  supposed  that  this  ded- 
sion,  either  in  the  Senate  or  by  the  country, 
was  likely  to  be  in  any  dwree  infinenced  by 
tbe  manner  in  which  I  mi^t  now  discuss  it, 
this  would  be  to  me  a  moment  of  deep  8oli<u- 
tude.  Such  a  moment  has  once  existed.  There 
has  been  a  time,  when,  rising  in  this  place,  on 
the  same  question,  I  felt,  I  must  confess,  that 
something  for  good  or  evil  to  the  constitutioa 
of  the  country  m\^t  depend  on  an  effort  of 
mine.  But  circomstances  are  changed.  Since 
that  day,  su*,  the  public  opinion  has  become 
awakened  to  this  great  question ;  it  has  grasped 
it,  it  has  reasoned  upon  it,  as  becomes  an  intel- 
ligent and  patriotic  community;  and  has  settled, 
it,  or  now  seems  in  the  progress  of  aettiing  it, 
by  an  authority  wUoh  none  can  diBobey--thA 
anthoritv  of  the  people  thranselves. 

I  shall  not,  Mr.  Prendent,  follow  tJie  gentle- 
man, step  by  step,  through  the  course  of  hia 
speech.  Much  of  what  he  has  said  he  haa 
deemed  necessary  to  the  just  explanation  and 
defence  of  his  own  political  character  and  con- 
duct. On  this  I  shall  offer  no  comment  Much, 
too,  has  consisted  of  philosophical  remark  upon 
the  general  nature  of  political  liberty  and  the 
history  of  free  institutions ;  and  of  other  topics, 
so  general  tn  their  nature,  as  to  possess^  in  my 
opimon,  only  a  remote  bearing  on  the  immediate 
subject  of  this  debate. 

But  tiie  ^Ueman^s  speech  made  some  day* 
ago,  upon  introdudng  his  resolutions,  those 
resolutions  themselves,  and  parte  of  the  speech 
now  Just  concluded,  may  probably  be  justiy 
regarded  as  oompridng  uie  whole  South  Oar- 
omk  dootrinft.  That  doctrine  it  is  my  porpose 
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now  to  examine,  and  to-  compare  it  with  the 
Oonstitation  of  Uie  United  States.  I  shall  not 
consent,  sir,  to  make  any  new  constitution,  or 
to  establi^  another  fonn  of  goTemment  I 
will  not  andertake  to  saj  what  a  constitution 
for  these  United  States  onght  to  be.  That  qnes- 
tion  the  people  have  decided  for  themselTes ; 
and  I  sbaU  take  the  instrnment  as  they  have 
established  it,  and  shall  endeavor  to  mdntain 
it,  in  its  plain  sense  and  meanins,  against  oplu- 
iiHU  and  Botions  whieh,  in  my  JaqpneDt,  thTMt- 
en  its  sabrerrion. 

The  resolutions  introduced  by  the  gentleman 
were  apparently  drawn  up  with  care,  and 
brought  forward  upon  deliberation.  I  shall 
not  be  in  danger,  therefore,  of  misunderstand- 
ing him,  or  Uiose  who  agree  with  him,  if  I  pro- 
ceed  at  once  to  these  resolutions,  and  consider 
them  as  an  anthentio  statement  of  those  opin- 
ions, upon  tiie  great  constitutional  qneation,  by 
which  the  recent  proceedings  in  South  Carolina 
are  attempted  to  be  justified. 

These  resolutions  are  three  in  number. 

The  third  seems  intended  to  enamerate,  and 
to  deny,  the  aereral  opinions  expressed  in  the 
President's  prodamataon,  Teq>ect^g  tihenatnre 
and  powers  of  this  Oorernmmt.  Of  this  ibSii 
resonition,  I  propose  at  present  to  take  no  par- 
ticular nMke. 

The  first  two  resolutions  of  the  honorable 
member  affirm  these  propositions,  viz. : 

1.  That  the  political  system  under  which  we 
lire,  and  under  which  Congress  is  now  assem- 
bled, is  a  compact,  to  which  the  people  of  the 
seTeral  States,  as  separate  and  sorerMgn  oom- 
mnnities,  are  the  puties. 

3.  That  these  sorereign  parties  have  a  ri^ht 
to  Judge,  each  for  itself,  of  any  alleged  violation 
of  the  constitotion  by  Congress;  and.  in  case 
of  anoh  vidation,  to  ^oose,  each  for  itself,  its 
'  own  mode  and  measure  of  redress. 

The  first  resolution  dedares  that  the  people 
of  the  several  States  "  acceded  "  to  the  consti- 
tution, or  to  the  constitutional  compaet,  as  it 
is  called.  This  word  "accede,"  not  found 
either  in  the  constitution  itaelf^  or  in  the  ratifi- 
cation  of  it  by  any  one  of  the  States^  has '  been 
chosen  for  use  here,  doubtless  not  without  a 
well  oonmdered  purpose. 

The  natural  converse  of  accession  Is  seces- 
sion; and,  therefore,  when  it  is  stated  that  the 
people  of  the  States  acceded  to  the  Union,  it 
may  be  more  plausibly  argued  that  they  may 
secede  from  It.  I£  In  a&opung  the  constitution, 
ntrtfaing  was  dcme  bnt  acceding  to  a  ocnnpact, 
nothioK  wonld  aeon  necessary,  in  order  to 
break  it  np,  bat  to  secede  from  the  same  com- 
paet But  the  term  is  wholly  out  of  place. 
Acoession,  as  a  word  applied  to  political  asao- 
dationa,  implies  oomlog  into  a  league,  treaty, 
or  confed«^y,  by  one  hitherto  a  stranger  to 
it;  and  secession  implies  departing  from  such 
lea^e  or  confederacy.  The  people  of  the 
Uoited  States  have  used  no  such  form  of  exprea- 
non  in  establishing  the  present  Government. 
^  They  do  not  say  that  they  accede  to  a  league, 


but  thej  declare  t2iat  they  ordain  and  establish 
a  constitution.  Such  are  the  ve^  words  of  the 
instrument  itself;  and  in  all  the  States,  without 
an  exception,  the  language  used  by  weir  oon- 
ventions  was,  that  they  "  ratified  the  constitu- 
tion ; "  some  of  them  employing  the  additional 
words  '*  assented  to  "  and  "  adopted,"  but  all  of 
them  "raUfying."  There  is  more  importance 
than  may  at  first  sight  appear  in  the  intrvduotim 
of  this  new  word  by  the  honoraUe  mover  of  these 
resolntiiHis.  Its  adoption  and  nse  are  in^ 
pensable  to  maintidn  tiiose  premisea  frtnn  whidi 
his  main  conclusion  is  to  be  afterwards  drawn. 

If,  Hr.  President,  in  drawine  these  resolu- 
tions, the  honorable  member  had  confined  him- 
self to  the  use  of  constitutional  languf^  there 
would  have  been  a  wide  and  awfu  hiatus  be- 
tween his  premises  and  his  conclusions.  Leav- 
ing out  the  words  "  compact "  and  "  acoesrion," 
which  are  not  constitutional  modes  of  expres- 
non,  and  nating  the  matter  precisely  as  the 
troth  is,  his  oKt  resolnlion  would  have  affirmed 
that  the  peombsfif^eseveral  Statea  ratified 

this  consbtnacHii  ArT^^wii  ii>  pim  Theee 

are  the  very  wtn^a  of  SouUi  Gondlna  herself 
in  her  own  act  of  ratification.  Let,  then,  Ua 
firrt  resolution  tell  the  exact  tnith ;  let  it  state 
the  fact  precisely  as  It  exists;  let  it  say  tiiat  the 
people  of  the  several  States  ratified  a  constitn- 
tion,  or  form  of  govMnment;  and  then,  air, 
what  will  become  of  his  Inference  in  his  aee- 
ond  resolution,  which  is  in  these  words,  viz. : 
*'  That,  OS  in  all  other  oases  of  oompact  among 
sovereign  parties,  each  has  on  eqnol  right  to 
Judge  for  itself  as  well  of  the  infraction  as  of 
the  mode  and  measure  of  redress  ?  "  It  is  obvi- 
ous, is  it  not,  sir  t  that  this  conclusion  requires 
for  its  suppwt  quite  other  premises ;  it  requires 
premises  which  speak  of  accession  and  of  oom- 
pact between  sovereign  powers,  and,  without 
sochpremisei,  it  is  altogeuier  muneaning. 

The  necoasary  import  ct  the  resomliona, 
therefore,  is,  that  the  United  Statea  are  con- 
nected only  by  a  league ;  that  it  ia  in  the  good 
pleasure  of  every  State  to  decide  how  long  she 
will  choose  to  remain  a  member  of  tiiis  leagne ; 
that  any  State  may  determine  the  extent  of  her 
own  obligations  under  it,  and  acoept  or  reyect 
what  shul  be  decided  by  the  whole ;  that  she 
may  also  determine  whether  her  rights  have 
been  violated,  what  is  the  extent  of  me  injury 
done  her,  and  what  mode  and  measure  of  re- 
dress her  wrongs  may  make  it  fit  and  expedient 
for  her  to  adopt.  The  result  of  the  whole  is,  that 
any  State  may  secede  at  pleasure;  that  any  State 
may  resist  a  law  which  she  herself  may  choose 
to  say  noeeds  the  power  of  Congress;  and 
that,  aa  a  soverewn  power,  she  may  redreas  her 
own  grievances  by  ner  own  ann,  at  her  own 
discretion ;  she  may  make  reprisals ;  she  may 
cruise  agidnst  the  proper^  of  other  members 
of  the  leagne ;  she  may  authorize  captures,  and 
make  open  war. 

If,  sir,  this  be  our  political  condition,  it  ia 
time  the  people  of  the  United  States  uuderstood 
it.  Let  us  look  for  a  moment  to  the  practical 
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eoDseqoenoes  of  Hxeae  i^inioDi.  One  State, 
holdmg  an  embargo  law  unconsUtntitKial,  may 
deelare  ber  (qtinion,  and  withdrav  from  the 
Union.  _  8he  Mcedea.  Another,  forming  and 
ezpreanng  the  same  Judgment  on  a  law  laying 
duties  on  imports,  may  withdraw  also.  She 
secedes.  And  as,  in  her  opinion,  money  lias 
been  taken  out  the  pockets  of  her  citizens 
illegally,  under  pretence  of  this  law,  and  as  she 
has  power  to  redrew  their  wrongs,  she  may 
demand  satisfaction ;  and,  if  refhs^,  she  may 
take  it  with  a  strong  hand.  The  gentleman 
has  himself  pronounced  the  collectiou  of  duties, 
under  eiiaUng  laws,  to  be  nothing  but  robbery. 
Bobbwa,  of  oourse,  may  be  rightfully  dis- 
posaoMod  of  the  fruits  of  their  flagitious  orimea ; 
and,  therefore,  repris^  impositions  on  the  com- 
merce of  other  States,  foreign  alliaooes  agunat 
them,  or  open  war,  are  all  modes  of  redress 
Justly  open  to  the  discretion  and  choice  of  South 
Carolina ;  for  she  ia  to  judge  of  her  own  rights, 
and  to  seek  satisfaction  for  her  own  wrongs,  in 
her  own  way. 

Bat,  sir,  a  third  State  is  of  opinion,  not  only 
that  these  laws  of  impost  are  constitutional,  but 
that  it  is  the  absolute  duty  of  Congress  to  pass 
and  to  nmntain  sach  laws ;  and  that,  by  omit- 
ting to  pass  and  maintain  them,  its  constitu- 
tional obligations  would  be  grossly  disregarded. 
She  relinquished  the  power  of  protection,  she 
might  allege,  and  allege  truly,  herself^  and  gave 
It  up  to  Congress,  on  the  fiUth  that  Congress 
would  uercise  it.  If  Congress  now  refuse  to 
exercise  it,  Congress  does,  as  she  may  insist, 
break  the  condition  of  the  grant,  and  thus  man- 
ifestly violate  the  constitution;  and  for  this 
violation  of  the  constitution,  she  may  tJireaten 
to  seAede  also.  Virginia  may  secede,  and  hold 
the  fortresses  In  the  Chesapeake.  The  Western 
States  may  secede,  and  take  to  their  own  use 
the  public  lands.  Louinana  may  secede,  if  she 
choose,  form  a  foreign  ^Uance,  and  hold  the 
month  of  the  Uiasisdppi.  If  one  State  may 
■eeede,  ten  mi^  do  bo — twenty  may  do  no— 
twenty-three  mqr  do  so.  Sir,  as  these  seoesMons 
1^  on,  one  after  another,  what  is  to  eonatitute 
the  United  States!  Whose  will  be  the  army  ? 
"Whose  the  navyt  Who  will  pay  the  debts? 
Who  fhlfll  the  public  treaties  I  Who  perform 
the  ooostttDtional  guaranties  f  Who  govern 
this  Distriot  and  the  Territories  t  Who  retiUn 
the  public  property} 

Mr.  President,  every  man  must  see  that  these 
are  all  questions  which  can  arise  only  after  a 
revolution.  They  premppose  the  breaking  up 
of  the  Oovemmeut.  While  the  oonstitation 
lasts,  they  are  repressed ;  they  spring  up  to 
anaoy  and  startle  us  only  from  its  grave. 

Tbe  oonstitntion  does  not  |nt>vide  for  events 
which  must  be  preceded  by  its  own  destruction. 
Secession,  therefore,  since  it  must  bring  these 
fMHisequencea  with  it,  is  revolutionary.  And 
nnlliflcation  is  equally  revolutionary.  What  is 
revolution  I  Why,  ur,  that  is  revolution  which 
ovotuni,  or  eontrols,  or  sncoesafhIlyrotistBthe 
eaosting  puUic  antiutrity;  that  which  arrests 


the  exeroiBe  <ii  the  supreme  power ;  tiiat  which 
introduces  a  new  paramount  authoiity  Into  the 
rule  of  the  State.  Now,  sir,  this  is  the  precise 
object  of  nullification.  It  attempts  to  supersede 
the  supreme  legislative  authority.  It  arrests 
the  ann  of  the  Execntive  Magistrate.  It  inter- 
rupts the  exercise  of  the  accustomed  judicial 

Sower.  Under  the  name  of  aa  ordinance,  it 
eclares  null  and  void,  within  the  State,  all  tlie 
revenue  laws  of  the  United  States.  Is  not  this 
revolutionary  t  Sir,  so  soon  as  this  ordinance 
shall  be  carried  into  effect,  a  revolution  will 
have  commenced  in  South  Carolina.  She  will 
have  thrown  off  the  authority  to  which  her 
citizens  have  heretofore  been  auttjeot.  She  will 
have  declared  her  own  opinions  and  her  own 
will  to  be  above  the  laws,  and  above  the  power 
of  those  who  are  intrusted  with  their  adminia* 
tration.  If  she  makes  good  these  declarations, 
she  is  revolutionized.  As  to  her,  it  is  as  dis- 
tinctly a  chuige  of  Uie  supreme  power  as  the 
American  revolution  of  1776.  That  revolution 
did  nut  subvert  Government  in  all  its  forma. 
It  did  not  subvert  local  laws  and  manicipol  ad- 
miuUtrations.  It  only  threw  off  tbe  dominion 
of  a  power  claiming  to  be  superior,  and  to  have 
a  right,  in  many  important  respects,  to  exerciiie 
legislative  autiiority.  Thinking  this  authority 
to  have  heea  usurped  or  abnsec^  the  American 
cdonies,  now  the  United  States,  bade  it  de- 
fiance, and  fk«ed  themselves  from  it  by  means 
of  a  revolution.  But  that  revolution  left  thean 
with  their  own  municipal  laws  still,  and  the 
forms  of  local  government.  If  Carolina  now 
shall  effectually  resist  the  laws  of  Congress,  if 
she  shall  be  ber  own  judge,  take  her  remedy 
into  her  own  hands,  obey  the  laws  of  the  Union 
when  she  pleases,  and  disobey  them  wheu  she 
pleases,  she  will  relieve  herself  from  a  para- 
mount power  as  distinctiy  as  did  the  American 
colonies  in  1776.  In  other  words,  she  will 
achieve,  as  to  herself,  a  revolution. 

Such  are  the  inevitable  results  of  this  doe- 
trine.  Beginning  with  the  orainal  error,  that 
the  coniititution  oi  the  United  States  Is  nothing 
but  a  compact  between  sovereign  States ;  aa- 
serting,  in  tiie  next  step,  that  each  State  has  a 
right  to  be  its  own  sole  judge  of  the  extent  uf 
its  own  obligations,  and,  oonsequentiy,  of  the 
constitutioniJity  of  laws  of  Congress ;  and,  in 
the  next,  that  it  may  oppose  whatever  it  sees  fit 
to  declare  unconstitutional,  and  that  it  decides 
for  itself  on  the  mode  and  measure  of  redress, 
the  aivument  arrives  at  once  at  the  conclusion 
that  what  a  State  dissents  from,  it  may  nullify ; 
what  it  opposes,  it  may  oppose  by  force ;  what 
it  decides  for  itself,  it  may  execute  by  its  own 
power :  and  that,  in  short,  it  is,  itselL  supreme 
over  the  le^slation  of  Congress,  uid  supreme 
over  the  dMUuona  of  the  national  Judicaiure ; 
suprone  over  the  oonstitntion  of  the  country, 
supreme  over  the  supreme  law  of  tbe  laud. 
However  it  seeks  to  protect  itself  og^nst  these 
I>laiu  inferences,  by  saying  that  an  unconstitu- 
tional law  is  no  law,  and  that  it  only  opposes 
such  laws  as  are  nnoonatttutional,  yet  this  does 
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not,  in  the  ali^test  degree,  vary  the  resnlt ; 
sinee  it  insists  on  deoiding  this  question  for  it- 
self; and,  in  oppontion  to  reason  and  argu- 
ment, in  opjiosition  to  practice  and  experience, 
in  opposition  to  tiie  jnd^ent  <tf  others,  having 
aa  equal  right  to  judge,  it  uje,  only,  "  Such  is 
mj  opinion,  and  my  opinion  shall  be  my  law, 
and  I  will  support  it  by  my  own  strong  band. 
I  denounce  the  law;  I  declare  it  unconstitn- 
tkmal ;  that  is  euou^ ;  it  shall  not  be  executed. 
Itm  in  anns  are  ready  to  resist  its  execution. 
An  attempt  to  enforce  it  shall  cover  the  land 
with  blood.  Elsewhere,  it  may  be  binding; 
bat  here,  it  is  trampled  under  foot." 

This,  sir,  is  pracdeal  nullification. 

And  now,  rir,  against  all  these  theories  and 
opinions,  I  maintain — 

1.  That  the  constitution  of  the  United  States 
ia  not  a  leagne,  confederacy,  or  compact,  be- 
tween the  people  ftf  the  several  States  in  their 
•OTwdgn  eapaintiea;  bntaOoTemmentproper, 
fimnded  on  ih»  adoption  ol  Uie  people,  and 
creating  direct  relations  betwe«i  naelf  am  iu- 
^Tidoata. 

2.  That  no  State  authority  has  power  to  dis- 
solve these  relMions ;  that  nothing  ctm  dissolve 
them  bnt  revolntion ;  and  tiiat,  Consequently, 
there  can  be  no  snofa  thing  as  aeoMrion  without 
revolntion. 

8.  That  there  is  a  supreme  law,  oonMsting 
of  the  Oonstitution  of  the  United  States,  acts  of 
Congress  passed  in  pursuance  of  it,  and  treaties ; 
and  that,  in  cases  not  c^hle  of  assuming  the 
cbarscter  of  a  suit  in  law  or  equity,  Coi^reas 
must  judge  of,  and  finally  int^pret^  this  su- 
]rane  law,  so  often  as  it  has  occasion  to  pass 
acta  of  legfalation ;  and,  in  cases  capable  of  as- 
suming, and  actually  aasnming,  toe  character 

a  snit,  the  Supreme  Oonrt  of  the  United 
Statea  is  the  final  interpreter. 

4.  That  an  attempt  by  a  State  to  abrogate, 
annul,  or  nullify  an  act  of  Ooogress,  or  to  arrest 
its  operation  within  her  limits,  on  the  ground 
that,  in  her  opinion,  such  law  is  unconstitn- 
ti<aia],  is  a  direct  usurpation  on  the  just  powers 
of  the  General  Government,  and  on  the  equal 
rights  of  other  States ;  a  plain  violation  of  the 
ooaiBtitution,  and  a  proceedmg  essentially  revolu- 
tionary in  its  character  and  tendenoy. 

Vbether  the  CMistitntion  be  a  oompact  be- 
tween States  in  their  aovereig^  capacities,  ia  a 
qaestim  which  must  be  mamly  argued  from 
what  is  contained  in  the  instrument  itself. 
Ve  all  agree  that  it  is  an  instrument  which  has 
bsiin,  in  some  way,  clothed  with  power.  We 
all  admh  that  it  speaks  with  authority.  The 
first  question  then  is^  what  does  it  say  of  itself? 
What  does  it  pnrport  to  be  t  Does  it  style  it- 
self a  league,  oonfederocy,  or  compact  between 
sovereign  States  f  It  is  to  be  remembered,  sir, 
that  the  constitoUon  began  to  speak  only  after 
its  adoption.  Until  it  was  ratified  by  nine 
SHatea,  it  was  but  a  proposal,  the  mere  draught 
nl  an  iuBtnmMnt.  It  was  like  a  deed,  drawn, 
hot  not  execnted.  The  oonvention  lud  framed 
it;  sent  it  to  Ooognai^  than  ntdng  under  the 
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confederation ;  Congress  had  tranmiitted  it  to 
the  State  Legislatures ;  and  by  these  last  it  was 
lud  before  conventions  of  the  people  in  th^ 
several  State^  All  this  while  it  was  inoperative 
paper.   It  hM  re<wived  no  stamp  of  autiiority, 
no  sanction ;  if  spoke  no  language.   But  when 
ratified  by  the  people  in  th^r  req>eotive  om- 
ventions,  then  it  had  a  voice,  and  spoke  authen- 
tically.  Every  word  in  it  bad  then  received 
the  sanction  of  the  popular  will,  and  was  to  be 
received  as  the  expreasion  of  that  will.  What 
the  constitution  says  of  itself,  therefore,  is  as 
concluuve  as  what  it  says  on  any  other  point. 
Does  it  call  itself  a  compact  ?   Certainly  not. 
It  usee  the  word  '*  compact "  but  once,  and  that 
is  when  it  declares  that  the  States  shall  enter 
into  no  compact.   Does  it  cidl  itself  a  league, 
a  confederacy,  a  subsisting  treaty  between  tiie 
States }   Certainly  not.   There  is  not  a  particle 
of  such  language  in  all  its  pages.  Bnt  it  de- 
clares itself  a  GonstitntifH).   What  is  a  consti- 
tution? Certidnly  not  a  league,  compact,  or 
confederacy,  bnt  a  fundamental  law.   The  f^- 
damental  regulation  which  determines  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  public  antiiority  is  to  be  exe- 
cuted, is  what  forms  the  constitution  of  a  State. 
Those  primary  rules  which  concern  the  body 
itself  and  the  very  being  of  the  political  society, 
tiie  form  of  Government,  and  tiie  manner  in 
which  power  is  to  be  exercised ;  all,  in  a  word, 
which  tbrm  together  the  constitution  of  a  State 
— these  are  the  fundamental  laws.   This,  sir,  ig 
the  language  <tf  the  pnblic  writers.  But  do  we 
need  to  be  informed,  in  this  country,  what  a 
constitution  ist    Is  it  not  an  i^  perfectly 
famiUar,  definite^  and  well  settled  f  We  are  at 
no  loss  to  understand  what  ia  meant  by  theoon- 
stitution  of  one  of  the  States ;  and  Uie  constitn- 
tion  of  the  United  States  q>eakB  of  itstlf  as  being 
an  instrument  of  the  same  nature.   It  says,  tliia 
constitution  shall  be  the  law  of  the  land,  any 
tiling  in  any  State  constitution  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding.   And  it  speaks  of  itself,  too, 
in  plfun  contradistinction  from  a  confederation ; 
for  it  says  that  all  debts  contracted,  and  all  en- 
gagements  entered  into  by  the  United  States, 
shall  be  as  valid  nnder  this  constitution  as  under 
the  confederation.   It  does  not  say  as  valid 
nnder  this  cconpact,  or  tiiia  league,  or  this  em- 
federation,  aa  nnder  the  former  ctnifej^ratiim ; 
but  as  valid  under  this  constitution. 

There  is  no  language  in  the  whole  ccmstitn- 
tion  applicable  to  a  confederation  of  Statesi  If 
the  States  be  parties,  as  States,  what  are  thdr 
rights,  and  what  their  respective  covenants  and 
stipulations  I  And  where  are  their  rights, 
covenants,  and  stipulations  expressed?  llie 
States  engage  for  nothing,  they  promise  noth- 
ing. In  the  articles  of  confederation  they  did 
make  promises,  and  did  enter  into  engagements, 
and  did  plight  the  faith  of  each  State  for  their 
fulfilment ;  bat  in  the  constitution  there  is  > 
nothing  of  that  kind.  The  reason  is,  that  in 
the  constituti<m  it  is  the  people  who  speak,  and 
not  Uie  States.  The  people  ordain  the  ocmrti- 
tntion,  and  therein  aiureas  themselTas  to  the 
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States,  and  to  the  Legialatares  of  the  States,  in 
the  language  of  iqjoDftion  and  prohibition.  The 
oonstitation  ntters  its  hehests  in  the  name  and 
hf  the  anthorify  of  the  people.  ^  it  exactn  not 
from  States  any  plighted  pnblio%ith  to  main- 
tain it.   On  the  contraiy,  it  Snakes  its  own 

S reservation  depend  on  indindiial  dntj  and  in- 
ivldaal  obligation.  Sir,  the  States  cannot 
omit  to  appoint  Senators  and  Electors.  It  is 
not  a  matter  resting  in  State  discretion  or  State 
pleasare.  The  constitation  has  taken  better 
oara  of  its  own  prowrraljon.  It  Ujs  its  hand 
on  individnal  OHUOMnce  and  individnal  dn^. 
It  inowac^totes  an  j  man  to  rit  in  the  Legialatnre 
of  a  State,  who  shall  not  first  have  tdcen  a 
solemn  oaUi  to  snpport  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  From  the  obligation  of  this 
oath  no  State  power  can  dischatve  him.  All 
the  members  of  all  the  State  Legiabtarea  ueas 
religiooaly  bound  to  support  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  as  tuey  are  to  support  their 
own  State  constitution.  Nay,  sir,  thej  »re  as 
solemnly  sworn  to  support  it,  as  we  onrselTeB 
are,  who  are  members  of  Congress. 

Can  any  thing  be  conceived  more  prepoater- 
OQS  than  that  any  State  shoald  have  power  to 
nnlUfy  the  proceedings  of  the  Gteneral  Qovem- 
ment  respecting  peace  and  war  ?  When  war  Is 
dedared  by  a  law  of  Oongreaa  oan  a  single 
State  nullify  that  law,  and  remun  at  peace  t 
And  yet'  she  uiaj  nullify  that  law  as  well  as 
■ny  other.  If  tiie  Freddent  and  Senate  make 
peace,  may  one  State,  nevertheless,  oontinoethe 
wart  And  yet,  if  she  can  nullify  a  law,  she 
may  quite  as  wg^  nullify  a  treaty. 

The  troth  is,  Mr.  President,  and  no  ingenuity 
of  argument,  no  subtlety  of  distinction,  can 
evade  it,  that,  as  to  certain  purposes,  the  people 
of  the  United  States  are  one  people.  They  are 
one  in  making  war,  and  one  in  making  peace ; 
they  are  one  in  regulating  commerce,  Mid  one 
in  laying  duties  of  impost.  The  very  md  and 
pnrpose  of  the  consdtntion  was  to  make  them 
one  people  in  these  parliculara;  and  it  has 
effeetiuUy  accomplished  its  ol^ject.  All  this  Is 
apparent  on  the  face  of  the  constitution  itself. 
I  have  already  said,  dr,  that  to  obtain  a  power 
of  direct  l^^ation  over  the  people,  especially 
in  r^^d  to  imposta,  was  always  promment  as 
a  reason  for  getting  rid  ot  the  confederation, 
and  forming  a  new  oonstitntion.  Among  the 
innnmerable  proofs  of  this,  before  the  assem- 
bling of  the  convention,  allow  me  to  refer  only 
to  the  report  of  the  coomiittee  of  the  old  Con- 
gress, July,  ITSiS. 

The  people,  sir,  in  every  State.  live  under  two 
Govemments.  They  owe  obedience  to  both. 
These  GoTHnments,  thongh  distinct,  are  not 
adverse.  Each  has  its  separate  sphere,  and  its 
pecoliar  powers  and  dnties.  It  is  not  a  contest 
between  two  sovereigns  for  the  same  power, 
like  the  wars  of  the  rival  houses  in  England ; 
nor  is  it  a  dispute  between  a  Government  de 
/aeto  and  a  Government  tUjure.  It  is  the  case 
of  a  division  (rf  powers  between  two  Goveni- 
matai  made  by  the  pet^le,  to  which  both  are 


respondble.    Neither  can  ^spense  with  the 
duty  which  individuals  owe  to  the  .other; 
neither  oan  call  itself  master  of  the  other ;  .the 
people  are  masters  of  both.   This  divinon  of 
power,  it  is  truOj  is  in  a  great  measure  unknown 
in  Europe.   It  is  the  peculiar  system  of  Amer- 
ica ;  and,  thongh  new  and  singoler,  is  not  in- 
comprehensible.  The  State  constitutions  are 
established  by  the  people  of  the  States.  This 
constitution  is  established  by  the  people  of  all  the 
States.   How,  then,  oan  a  State  se<»de  ?  How 
can  a  State  undo  what  the  whole  j^eople  have 
done  i   How  can  she  absolve  her  citizens  from 
th^  obedimce  to  the  lawsofUie  United Statest 
How  can  she  annul  their  obligations  and  oaths  ? 
How  can  the  members  of  her  I^slatare  re- 
nounce their  own  oaths !   Sir,  s^^slon,  as  a 
revolutionary  right,  is  intelligible ;  as  a  right  to 
be  proclaimed  amidst  civil  commotions,  and  as^ 
sorted  at  the  head  of  armies,  I  can  understand 
it.   But  as  a  practical  right,  existing  under  the 
constitution,  and  in  conformity  with  its  provi-  > 
sions,  it  seems  to  me  to  be  nothing  but  a  plunf 
absurdity;  for  it  supposes  resistance  to  Govern- 1 
ment,  under  the  authority  of  Government  it- 1 
self;  it  supposes  dismemberment,  without  vio-l 
latin^  the  principles  of  union ;  it  supposes  op-/ 
position  to  law,  without  crime ;  it  supposes  the) 
vioUtioa  tit  oath&  withont  reroonubiiity ;  itj 
aapposee  the  total  orerthnnr  of  Government/ 
withont  revoluticm. 

The  constitution,  dr,  regards  itself  as  per- 
petual and  immortal.  It  seeks  to  establish  a 
union  among  the  people  of  the  States,  whioh 
shall  last  through  all  time.  Or,  if  the  common 
fate  of  things  human  must  be  expected,  at  some 
period,  to  happen  to  it,  yet  that  catastrophe  is 
not  anticipated. 

The  instrument  contains  ample  provisions  for 
its  amendment,  at  all  times;  none  'for  its 
abandonment,  at  any  time.  It  declares  that  new 
States  may  come  mto  the  Union,  bnt  it  does 
not  declare  that  old  States  may  go  out^  The 
Union  is  not  a  temporair  partnen^ip  qI[  States. 
It  is  the  association  of  the  people,  under  a 
donstitation  of  Government,  uniting  their  pow- 
er, joining  together  their  highest  interests,  ce- 
menting their  present  enjoyments,  and  blending^ 
in  one  indivisible  mass,  all  their  hopes  for  the 
future.  Whatsoever  is  steadfast  in  just  political 
principles,  whatsoever  is  permanent  in  Uie 
structure  of  human  sodety,  whatsoever  there 
is  which  can  derive  an  enduring  character  from 
being  founded  on  deep-laid  principles  of  oonsti- 
totional  liberty,  and  on  the  broad  foundations 
of  the  public  wUl— all  these  unite  to  entitle  this 
instrument  to  be  regarded  as  a  permanwit  ooih 
stitntion  of  Government. 

In  the  next  place,  yix.  President,  I  oontuid 
that  tiiere  is  a  raproue  law  oi  the  land,  omiriaU 
log  of  the  constitution,  acts  of  Congress  passed 
in  pursuance  of  it,  and  the  public  treaties.  This 
wiU  not  be  denied,  because  such  are  the  very 
words  of  the  constitntloa.  But  I  contend  flir- 
ther,  that  it  rightfolly  bel<mgs  to  Congress,  and 
to  the  oonrts  of  the  United  Statea  to  settle  tiiA 
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oonstrnctioD  of  this  enpreme  law,  in  doabtftil 
cases.  This  ia  denied ;  and  here  arises  the  great 
practical  anestion,  wbo  is  to  ootutrae  finally  the 
OonstitntituKtf  the  United  States!  We  all  agree 
that  the  oonstitataoD  is  the  snprane  law ;  bnti 
who  flhaU  interpret  tiie  law  t  In  our  system  of 
the  dividcm  of  powers  between  different  6ot- 
emments,  controversies  will  neceasarilj  some- 
times arise  respecting  the  extent  of  the  powers 
of  each.  Who  shalldecidetheaecontroTeraies) 
Does  it  rest  with  the  General  GoTeminent,  in 
all  or  ODj  of  its  departments,  to  ezerdse  Uie 
office  of  final  interpreter  f  Or  may  each  of  the 
States,  as  well  as  the  General  GoTemment, 
claim  this  right  of  ultimate  decision?  The 
practical  resolt  of  this  whole  debate  tarns  on 
this  point.  The  gentleman  contends  that  each 
Btate  may  Judge  lor  its^  of  any  alleged  viola- 
lioa  of  the  OMUtitatioh,  and  may  finaUy  decide 
for  itsdi^  and  may  ezeoote  its  own  decisions  by 
its  own  power.  All  the  recent  proceedings  in 
Booth  Ojaylina  are  founded  on  this  claim  of 
ri^t.  Her  convention  has  pronounced  the 
revenne  laws  of  the  United  States  nnoonstita- 
tional;  and  tibia  decision  she  does  not  allow 
any  authority  to  the  United  States  to  overrule 
«  reverse.  Of  course,  she  rejects  the  aathority 
of  Congress,  because  the  very  object  of  the 
ordinance  is  to  reverse  the  decision  of  Congress ; 
and  she  rejects,  too,  the  authority  of  the  courts 
of  the  United  States,  because  die  expreesly 
prohibits  all  appeal  to  those  courts.  It  ia  in 
order  to  sustain  this  asserted  right  of  be^  her 
own  jadge,  tbatshe  pronounces  uteOonstitnUcm 
at  the  Uidted  States  to  be  but  a  compact,  to 
whush  die  ia  a  par^,  and  a  sovmiffu  party. 
If  this  be  establwied,  thm  the  inference  is 
snppoaed  to  follow,  that,  being  sovereign,  there 
is  no  power  to  control  her  decnddn,  and  her 
own  judgment  on  her  own  compact  is  and  must 
be  oonclasive.  ' 

I  have  already  endeavored,  sir,  to  point  out 
tiie  practical  conseqnenoes  of  this  doctrine,  and 
to  UQow  how  atterly  inconsistent  it  is  with  all 
ideas  of  regular  government,  and  how  soon  its 
adoption  would  involve  the  whole  country  in 
revulation  and  absolute  anardiy.  I  hope  it  is 
easy  now  to  show,  dr,  that  a  doctrine^  bringing 
mdi  oonseqoenoes  with  it,  is  not  well  finmded ; 
tbat  it  has  nothing  to  stand  upon  but  theory 
and  assumption ;  and  that  it  ia  reftited  by  pldn 
and  express  constitnti(mal  provisions.  I  think 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  does 
possess,  in  its  appropriate  departments,  the 
aathority  of  final  aecision  on  questions  of  dis- 
puted powCT.  I  think  it  possesses  this  author- 
ity, both  by  necessary  im^ioatitm  and  by  ex- 
press grant. 

It  will  not  be  denied,  dr,  that  this  authority 
naturally  belongs  to  all  governmenta.  They 
all  exercise  it  from  neoesdty,  and  as  a  conse- 
qnenee  of  die  exen^se  of  other  powers.  The 
State  GoTemmoUa  themsdves  possess  it,  ex- 
cept in  that  class  ftf  questions  wnioh  'inay  arise 
between  them  ud  the  General  GovemmenL 
ud  in  regard  to  which  they  have  anrruiderea 
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it,  as  wdl  by  the  nature  of  the  case  as  by  clear 
constitutional  providons.  In  other  and  ordi- 
nary cases,  whether  a  partioular  law  be  in  oon- 
formily  to  the  constitution  of  the  Stat^  is  a 
question  which  the  State  Le^slature  or  tiie 
State  Judiciary  must  determine.  We  all  know 
that  these  questions  arise  daily  in  the  State 
Governments,  and  are  decided  by  those  Govern- 
ments ;  and  I  know  no  Government  which  does 
not  exercise  a  similar  j^ower. 

Upon  general  principles,  then,  the  Govem- 
meiX  of  uie  Unitod  States  possesses  this  author- 
ity ;  and  this  would  hardly  be  denied,  were  it 
not  that  there  are  other  Governments.  But 
since  there  are  State  Governments,  and  since 
these,  like  other  Governments,  ordinarily  con- 
strue their  own  powers,  if  the  Government  of 
tho'Upited  States  construes  its  own  powers 
also,  which  construction  b  to  prevail,  in  the 
case  of  opposite  eonstructionst  And  i^n,  as 
in  the  ease  now  actually  bdbre  ua,  the  State 
Governments  may  undertake,  not  only  to  con- 
strue their  own  powers,  but  to  decide  directly 
on  the  extent  of  the  powers  of  Congress.  Con- 
gress has  passed  a  law,  as  being  within  its  just 
powers ;  South  Carolina  denies  that  this  law  is 
within  its  just  powers,  and  insists  that  she  has 
the  right  so  to  decide  this  point,  and  that  her 
dedB)on  is  fiaaL  How  are  these  questions  to  be 
settiedt 

In  my  opinion,  sir,  even  if  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  had  made  no  express  pro- 
vidon  for  such  eases^  it  would  yet  be  difficult 
to  luintain  that,  in  a  ctmstitution  existing  over 
four-and-tweuty  States,  with  equal  auuori^ 
over  all,  one  oould  olaun  a  right  of  construing 
it  for  the  whole.  This  would  seem  a  manifest 
impropriety ;  indeed,  an  absurdity.  If  the  con- 
stitution is  a  Government' existing  over  all  the 
States,  though  with  limited  powers,  it  neces- 
sarily follows  that,  to  the  extent  of  those  pow- 
ers, it  must  be  snpreme.  If  it  be  not  superior 
to  the  authority  of  a  particular  State,  it  is  not  a 
National  Government.  Bnt  as  it  is  a  Govern- 
ment, as  it  has  a  legislative  power  of  its  own, 
and  a  judicial  power  coextensive  with  the 
legislative,  tiie  iuerenoe  is  irresistible,  that  this 
Government,  thus  created  by  the  whole  and  for 
the  whole,  must  have  an  authority  superior  to 
tbat  of  the  particular  Government  of  any  one 
part  Congress  is  the  legislature  of  all  the 
people  of  tiie  United  States ;  the  Judiciary  of 
the  Gener^  Government  is  the  Judiciary  of  all 
the  people  of  the  United  States.  To  hold,  there- 
fore, that  this  Legislature  and  this  Judiciary 
are  subordinate  in  authority  to  the  Legislature 
and  Judiciary  of  a  single  State,  is  doing  violence 
to  all  common  sense,  and  overturning  all  estab- 
lished principles.  Congress  must  judge  of  the 
extent  of  its  own  powers,  so  often  as  it  is  called 
on  to  exerdse  than,  or  it  cannot  aet  at  all ; 
and  it  must  aet  also  independent  of  State  con- 
trol, or  it  cannot  act  at  all. 

The  right  of  State  interposition  strikes  at  the 
very  fonndatitHi  of  the  legislative  power  of 
Ooagress.  It  possesses  no  ^bctive  legidative 
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pover,  if  BDoh  right  of  State  interpositioQ  ex- 
ma  ;  beoanae  it  can  pass  no  law  not  snbject 
to  abrogation.  It  cannot  make  laws  for  the 
Union,  if  a.nj  part  of  the  Union  may  pronoonce 
its  enactments  void  and  of  no  effect.  Its  form 
of  legislation  would  be  an  idle  ceremony, 
after  all,  any  one  of  foar-ond-twenty  States 
might  bid  defiance  to  its  authority.  Withoat 
express  provision  in  the  conBtitation,  therefore, 
air,  this  whole  quesUon  is  necessarily  decided 
by  ^ose  provisions  which  create  a  legislative 
power  and  a  jodicial  power.  If  these  exist  in  a 
Government  intended  for  the  wh(de,  the  inevi- 
table conseqnenoe  is,  that  the  laws  m  thial^a- 
lative  power,  and  the  dectriona  of  tUs  Jn^cial 

Siwer,  must  be  binding  on  and  over  the  whole. 
0  man  can  form  the  conception  of  a  Govern- 
ment existing  over  four-and-twenty  Statea,  with 
«  regular  legislative  and  jndtcial  power,  and  of 
the  existence,  at  the  same  time,  of  an  anthor- 
tty,  reaiding  elsewhere,  to  resist,  at  pleasure  or 
diiscretion,  the  enactments  and  the  aecisions  of 
sndi  a  Government  I  maint^  therefore, 
sir,  that,  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  and  as 
an  inference  whoUy  unavoidable,  the  acts  of 
Congress,  and  the  decisions  of  the  national 
courts,  must  be  of  hi^er  authority  than  State 
lawB  and  State  d«<us)onB.  If  this  be  notao, 
there  ia.  there  can  be,  no  Qenenl  Govenimeut. 

Bat,  Mr.  Preildmt,  the  constitution  has  not 
left  this  cardinal  point  without  flill  and  explidt 
provi^ns.  First,  as  to  tiie  authority  of  Con- 
gress. Having  enumerated  the  specific  powers 
ocmferred  on  Congress,  the  constitution  adds, 
as  a  distinct  and  substantive  clause,  the  follow- 
ing, viz. :  '*  To  make  alt  laws  which  shall  be 
necessary  and  proper  for  carryioff  into  execu- 
tion the  foregoing  powers,  and  all  other  powers 
vested  by  this  constitution  in  the  Government 
o!  the  United  States,  or  in  any  department  or 
officer  tiiereof "  If  this  means  my  thing,  it 
means  that  Conj^eas  may  judge  of  tbe  true 
tttent  and  just  interpretawm  of  the  specific 
powers  granted  to  it ;  and  may  Judge  also  of 
what  is  neoesaary  and  proper  for  executing 
those  powers.  If  Congress  is  to  judge  of  what 
ia  neoesaary  for  the  execution  of  it«  powers,  it 
must,  of  necessity,  judge  of  the  extent  and  in- 
teriffetation  of  those  powers. 

And  in  regard,  sir,  to  tbe  Judiciary,  the  con- 
ititation  is  still  more  express  and  emphatic. 
It  declares  that  the  judicial  power  shall  extend 
to  all  coses  in  law  or  equity  arising  under  the 
constitution,  laws  of  the  United  States,  and 
treaties;  that  there  shall  be  one  Supreme 
Court ;  and  that  this  Supreme  Court  idioll  have 
apellate  jurisdiction  of  all  these  cases  snljeot 
to  anch  exoeptions  as  Congress  may  make.  It 
ia  impossible  to  escape  from  the  generality  of 
these  words.  If  a  case  arises  under  the  consti- 
tnUon,  that  is,  if  a  case  arises  depending  on  the 
oooBtruction  of  the  constitution,  the  judiiual 
power  of  the  United  States  extends  to  it.  It 
reaches  the  case,  the  question ;  it  attaches  the 
power  of  the  national  judicature  to  the  oaae  it- 
tell^  in  whatever  court  it  may  arise  w  exist ; 


and  in  this  case  the  Supreme  Court  has  q>pel- 
late  jurisdiction  over  all  courts  whatever.  No 
language  could  provide,  with  more  efi^ect  and 
precision  than  is  here  done,  for  subjecting  con- 
stitutional questions  to  the  ultimate  decision  of 
the  Supreme  Court.  And,  sir,  this  is  exactly 
what  the  convention  found  it  necessary  to  pro- 
vide for,  and  intended  to  provide  for.  It  is, 
too,  exactiy  wliat  tbe  people  were  universally 
told  was  done,  when  they  adopted  tbe  constitu- 
tion. One  of  the  first  resolutions  adopted  by 
the  oonvention  was  in  these  words,  viz. :  "That 
tho  jurisdiction  <^  the  National  Judiciary  shall 
extemd  to  oases  which  respect  the  oollection  at 
the  national  revenue,  and  questions  which  In- 
volve the  national  peace  and  harmony."  Now, 
sir,  this  either  had  no  sensible  meaning  at  all, 
or  else  it  meant  that  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
National  Judiciary  shonld  extend  to  these  ques- 
tions, with  a  paramount  authority.  It  is  not  to 
be  supposed  that  the  convention  intended  that 
tiie  power  of  tlie  National  Judiciary  should  ex- 
tend to  these  questions,  and  that  the  judicatures 
of  the  States  shonld  also  extend  to  them  with 
equal  power  of  final  decision.  This  would  bo 
to  defeat  tbe  whole  ol^ect  of  the  provision. 
There  were  thirteen  jndicatores  already  in  ex- 
istence. The  evil  cmnplidned  of,  or  the  danger 
to  be  guarded  agtins^  was  otHitradiction  and 
repugnance  inthede(»suins<rf  these  Judicatures. 
If  the  fromers  of  the  constitution  meant  to 
create  a  fourteenth,  and  yet  not  to  give  it 
power  to  revise  and  control  the  dedsions  of  the 
existing  thirteen,  then  they  only  intended  to 
angment  the  existing  evil  and  the  apprehended 
danger,  by  increasing  stilt  further  the  chances 
of  discordant  jud^ents.  Why,  sir,  has  it  be- 
come a  settled  axiom  in  politics,  that  every  Gov- 
ernment must  have  a  judicial  power  coexten- 
sive with  its  legislative  power  I  Certainly, 
there  is  only  this  reason,  viz. :  that  the  laws 
may  rective  a  nniform  interpretation  and  a  uni- 
form execntion.  This  object  can  be  no  other- 
wise attained.  A  statnteiswhatit  is  jndicloua* 
ly  interpreted  to  he ;  and  if  it  he  oonstmedone 
way  in  New  Hampshire  and  another  way  in 
Georgia,  there  is  no  uniform  law.  One  Su- 
preme Court,  with  appellate  and  final  jorisdic- 
tion,  is  the  natural  ana  only  adequate  means,  in 
any  Government,  to  secure  this  uniformity. 
The  convention  saw  all  this  dearly ;  and  the 
resolation  which  I  have  quoted,  never  after- 
wards rescinded,  passed  through  various  modifi- 
cations, till  it  finally  received  the  form  which 
the  article  now  wears  in  the  constitution.  It  is 
nndeniably  true,  then,  that  the  fromers  of  tiie 
constitution  intended  to  create  a  national  judi- 
cial power,  which  should  be  permanent,  on 
national  suttJects.  And  after  the  constitution 
was  framed,  and  while  the  whole  country  was 
engaged  in  discussing  its  merits,  one  of  its  most 
distingnuhed  advocates  (Mr.  Madison)  told  the 
people  that  it  was  true  that,  in  controversies 
relating  to  the  boundary  between  tlie  two 
jnrisdicUoDS^  tbe  tribunal  which  is  ultimatelj' 
to  de<^  is  to  be  established  onder  the  General 
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GoTernmeat.  Mr.  Hartio,  who  had  been  a 
member  of  the  oonvention,  asserted  the  same 
thing  to  the  Lepshitnre  of  JifarTland,  tad  orged 
it  IS  a  reason  for  r^ecting  the  oonstitDticm. 
Hr,  Pinckney  himself,  also  a  leading  member  of 
the  conventioD,  declared  it  to  the  people  of 
South  Carolina.  Everywhere  it  was  admitted, 
friends  and  foes,  that  thia  power  was  ia  the 
oonstitntion.  By  some  it  was  thoaght  danger- 
ous^ by  most  it  was  thought  necessary ;  but  by 
all  it  was  agreed  to  be apower actually  contaio- 
ed  in  the  instmment  The  convention  saw  the 
absolute  necessity  of  some  control  in  the  Na- 
tional Government  over  State  laws.  Different 
modes  of  establishing  this  control  were  sug- 
gested and  oonridered.  At  one  time  it  was 
m^KMed  that  t^e  laws  of  the  States  should, 
from  time  to  time,  be  laid  before  Congress,  and 
that  Congress  should  possess  a  negative  over 
them.  But  this  was  thought  inexpedient  and 
Inadmissible ;  and  in  its  place,  and  expressly  as 
a  sabstitnte  for  it,  the  existing  provision  was 
introduced;  that  is  to  say,  a  provision  by 
which  the  courts  federal  should  have  authority 
to  overrule  snob  State  laws  as  might  be  in 
manifest  contravention  of  the  constitution.  The 
writers  of  the  Federalist,  in  ezpluning  the  con- 
stitution, while  it  was  yet  pending  before  the 
people,  and  still  unadopted,  ^ve  tbif  aocoont  of 
the  matter  in  tenns,  and  assign  this  reason  for 
the  article  as  it  now  stands,  ^ythiaprovision, 
Oras^ess  escqied  from  the  neoeaut?  of  any 
revision  of  Staite  laws^  left  the  wh<de  sphere  of 
State  le^slaticoi  quite  untouched,  and  yet 
obtuned  a  security  against  any  infringement  of 
the  constitutional  power  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment Indeed,  sir,  allow  me  to  ask  again,  if 
the  National  Judiciary  was  not  to  exercise  a 
power  of  revision,  on  constitutional  questions, 
over  the  judicatures  of  the  States,  why  was 
any  national  judicature  erected  at  alt?  Can 
any  man  give  a  sensible  reason  for  having  a 
judicial  power  in  this  Government,  unless  it  be 
for  the  uke  of  maintaining  a  uniformity  of  deoi- 
flitm  on  qoeetiona  ariung  under  the  constitution 
and  laws  of  Ccmgreas,  and  insoring  its  neou- 
tion  ?  And  does  not  this  very  Idea  of  unlfbrm- 
ify  necessarily  imply  that  the  ooMtmotion 
given  by  the  national  courts  is  to  be  the  pre- 
vailing construction  1  Bow  else,  sir,  is  it  possi- 
Ue  that  uniformity  can  be  preserved ! 

Kullification,  sir,  is  as  distinctly  revolation- 
ary  as  seceesion ;  but  I  cannot  say  that  the 
revolution  which  it  seeks  is  one  of  so  respect- 
able a  character.  Secesuon  would,  it  is  true, 
abandon  the  constitntion  altogether ;  but  then 
it  would  profess  to  abandon  it.  Whatever  other 
inoOQHStencies  it  might  run  into,  one,  at  least, 
it  would  avoid.  It  would  not  belong  to  a  Gov- 
erament,  while  it  reacted  its  auwori^.  It 
would  not  lepel  the  burden,  and  ooutioae  to 
«^y  the  benefits.  It  wonld  not  ud  in  poaung 
laws  whieh  others  are  to  obey,  and  yet  reject 
their  anthnrity  as  to  itself.  It  would  not 
undertake  to  recondle  obedience  to  pnUio 
maOua^f  vitii  an  aaMrted  ri^t  of  oommand 


over  that  same  authority.  It  would  not  be  in 
the  Government,  and  above  the  Government, 
at  the  same  timew  But  however  more  respect- 
able a  mode  aeoessiou  may  be,  it  is  not  more 
truly  revolutionary  than  tiie  actual  execution 
of  the  doctrines  of  nullification.  Both,  and 
each,  resist  the  constitutional  authorities;  both, 
and  each,  would  sever  the  Dnicm,  and  subvert 
the  Government 

Mr.  Freudent,  having  detained  the  Senate  so 
long  already,  I  will-  now  examine,  at  length,  the 
ordinance  and  laws  of  Sooth  Carolina.  These 
papers  are  well  drawn  for  their  purpose.  Their 
authors  understood  their  own  objects.  They 
are  called  a  peaceable  remedy,  and  we  have 
been  told  that  Soutii  Carolina,  after  all,  intends 
nothing  but  a  lawsuit.  A  very  few  words, 
sir,  will  show  the  nature  of  uiia  peaceable 
remedy,  and  of  the  lawsuit  whion  South 
Carolina  contemplates. 

In  the  first  place,  the  ordinance  declares  the 
law  of  last  July,  and  aSl  other  laws  of  the 
United  States  laying  duties,  to  be  absolutely 
null  and  void,  and  makes  it  unlawful  for  the 
constituted  authorities  of  the  United  States  to 
enforce  the  payment  of  such  duties.  It  is, 
therefore,  sir,  an  indictable  ofience,  at  this 
moment,  in  South  Carolina,  for  any  person  to 
be  concerned  in  collecting  revenue,  under  the 
laws  of  the  United  States.  It  being  declared 
nnlawftil  to  collect  these  duties  by  what  is 
oi»sidered  a  fundamuital  lav  of  the  State,  an 
indictment  lies,  <tf  coarse,  ag^st  any  one  con- 
cerned in  such  collection ;  and  he  is,  on  general 
principles,  liable  to  be  punished  by  fine  and  Im- 
prisonment. The  terms,  it  is  true,  are,  that  it 
18  unlawful  '*  to  enforce  the  payment  of  duties ; " 
but  every  custom-house  officer  enforces  pay- 
ment when  he  detains  the  goods  in  order  to 
obtain  such  payment.  The  oi^tnance,  therefore, 
reaches  everybody  ooncemed  in  the  collection 
of  the  duties. 

This  is  the  first  step  in  the  prosecation  of  the 
peaceable  remedy.  Tne  second  is  more  decisive. 
By  the  act  commonly  called  the  replevin  law, 
any  person,  whose  goods  are  aeised  or  detained 
by  the  oolleotor  for  the  payment  of  duties,  may 
sue  out  a  writ  of  replevin,  and,  by  virtue  of 
that  writ,  the  goods  are  to  be  restored  to  him. 
A  writ  of  replevin  is  a  writ  which  the  sheriff  is 
bound  to  execute,  and  for  the  execution  of 
which  he  is  bound  to  employ  force,  if  neces- 
sary. He  may  call  out  the  potte,  and  must  do 
so,  if  resistance  be  made.  This  poue  may  be 
armed  or  unarmed.  It  may  come  forth  with 
military  array,  and  under  the  lead  of  military 
men.  Whatever  number  of  troops  may  be  as- 
serabled  in  Charleston,  they  may  be  summoned, 
with  the  Governor  or  oonnnaDder-in-ohief  at 
their  head,  to  come  in  aid  of  the  sheriff.  It  is 
evident  then,  dr,  that  the  whole  militaiy  power 
of  tiie  State  is  to  be  employed,  whenever  neces- 
sary, in  dispossessing  the  custom-house  officers, 
and  in  seizing  and  holding  the  goods  without 
paying  the  duties.  This  is  the  second  step  in 
the  peaceable  remedy 
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Sir,  whatcTer  pretenoes  maj  be  set  ap  to  the 
contrary,  this  is  the  direct  spplieation  of  foroe, 
and  of  miHtary  force.  It  is  onlawftilf  in  itseU^ 
to  replevy  goods  into  the  costody  of  tiie  collec- 
tors. But  this  unlawfal  act  is  to  be  done,  and 
it  is  to  be  done  by  power.  Hero  is  a  plain  in- 
terposition^ by  physical  force,  to  resist  the  laws 
of  the  Union.  The  legal  mode  of  collecting 
duties  is  to  detain  goods  till  snch  duties  are 
paid  or  secured.  But  force  comes  and  over- 
powers the  collector  and  ' his  assistants,  and 
takes  away  the  goods,  leaving  the  duties  nnpud. 
There  cannot  be  a  clearer  case  of  forcible  re- 
sistance to  law.  And  it  is  provided  that  the 
goods  thus  seized  shall  be  held  against  any 
attempt  to  retalce  tlwm,  by  the  aame  tone 
vhich  snzed  them. 

Having  thas  dispossessed  the  officers  of  tiie 
Government  of  the  goods,  without  payment  of 
duties,  and  seized  and  secured  them  by  the 
strong  arm  of  the  State,  only  one  thing  more 
remained  to  be  done,  and  that  is,  to  cnt  o£f  all 
poBsibilitjr  of  legal  redress;  and  that,  too,  is 
accomplished,  or  thought  to  be  accomplished. 
The  ordinance  decrees,  that  all  judicial  proceed- 
ings founded  on  the  revenne  laws  (including, 
of  oonrse,  proceedings  in  the  courts  of  the 
United  States)  shall  be  null  and  void,  lliis 
nullifies  the  Judicial  power  of  the  United  States. 
Then  comes  the  test  oath  act  This  requires 
aU  State  jadges  and  Jurora  in  the  State  oonrts  to 
■wear  that  tn^  will  execute  the  ordinance,  and 
all  acts  of  the  Legislature  passed  In  pursuance 
thereof.  The  ordinance  declares  that  no  appeal 
shall  be  allowed  from  the  deoinon  of  the  State 
courts  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States ;  and  the  replevin  act  makes  it  an  indict- 
able offence  for  any  clerk  to  furnish  a  copy  of 
the  record,  for  the  purpose  of  snch  appeal. 

The  two  principal  provisions  on  which  South 
Carolina  reues,  to  resist  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  and  nmlify  the  authority  of  this  Got- 
emment,  are,  therefore,  these : 

1.  A  forcible  seizure  of  goods  before  the 
duties  are  paid  or  secured,  by  the  poww  of  the 
State,  civil  and  military. 

2.  The  taking  away,  br  the  most  eflteotnal 
means  in  her  power,  of  au  t^al  redress  in  the 
courts  of  1^6  United  States ;  the  confining  all 
judicial  proceedings  to  her  own  State  tribunals; 
and  the  compelling  of  her  judges  and  jurors  of 
these  her  owu  courts  to  take  an  oath  before- 
hand that  they  will  decide  all  cases  accordmg 
to  tiiG  ordinance,  and  the  acts  passed  under  it ; 
that  is,  that  Uiey  will  decide  the  cause  one  way. 
They  do  not  swear  to  br  it  on  its  own  merits ; 
they  only  swear  to  dedde  it  as  mdUfioation  re- 
quires. 

The  diaraoter,  At,  of  these  prorUons  defies 
comment.  Their  oiject  is  as  plain  as  their 
mums  are  extraordinary.  They  propose  direct 
resistance,  by  the  whole  power  of  the  State,  to 
laws  of  Congress ;  to  out  o^  by  methods  deem- 
ed adequate*  any  redress  by  legal  and  judicial 
aothori^.  They  arrest  legislation,  defy  the 
executive,  and  buuahtfae  Juidal  power  of  this 
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Government.  They  authorize  and  oommud 
acts  to  be  done,  and  done  by  force,  both  of 
numbers  and  of  arms,  which,  if  done,  and  done 
by  force,  are  dearly  acts  cf  rebellion  and  trea- 
son. 

Bachj  sir,  are  the  laws  of  Sonth  Carolina ; 
such,  sir,  is  the  peaceable  remedy  of  nullifies 
tion.  Has  not  nullification  reached,  sir,  even 
thus  early,  that  point  of  direct  and  forcible  re- 
sistance to  law,  to  which  Z  intimated,  three 
years  ago,  it  plmnly  tended  t 

And  now,  Mr.  Ftesident,  what  is  the  reason 
for  passing  laws  like  these  ?  What  are  the  op- 
pressions experienced  Under  the  Union,  calling 
for  measures  which  thus  threaten  to  sever  and 
destroy  it  t  What  invasions  of  public  liberfy, 
what  rain  to  private  bappines^  what  long  list 
of  ri^ts  violated,  or  wrongs  unredressed^  are 
to  justify  to  the  country,  to  posterity,  and  to 
the  world,  this  assault  upon  the  free  Coubtitu- 
tion  of  the  United  States,  tiiis  great  and  glorious 
work  of  our  fathers  ?  At  this  very  moment,  sir, 
the  whole  land  smiles  in  peace,  and  r^oicos  in 
plenty.  A  general  and  a  high  prosperity  per- 
vades the  conntry ;  and,  judging  by  the  com- 
mon standard,  by  increase  of  population  and 
wealth ;  or  judging  by  the  opinions  of  that  por- 
tion of  her  people  not  embarked  in  those  dan- 
gerous and  desperate  measures,  this  proqwritgr 
overspreads  South  Carolina  henelt 

Thus,  happy  at  home,  our  country,  at  the  aame 
time,  holds  high  the  character  ol  her  fnsCitn- 
tions,  her  power,  her  rapid  growth,  and  her 
future  destiny,  in  the  eyes  of  all  fbreign  States. 
One  danger  only  oreat^  hesitation ;  one  doubt 
only  exists  to  darken  the  otherwise  unclouded 
brightness  of  that  aspect,  which  she  exhibits  to 
the  view  and  to  the  adoration  of  the  world. 
Need  I  say  that  that  doubt  respects  the  perma- 
nency of  our  Union !  and  need  I  say  that  tliot 
doubt  is  now  caused,*  more  than  by  any  thing 
dse,  by  these  very  proceedings  of  Sooth  Caro- 
lina! Sir,  all  Europe  is,  at  this  moment,  be- 
holding us,  and  looking  for  tlie  issue  of  this 
oontrovetsy ;  those  who  hate  &w  Institntioni^ 
with  maUgnant  hope;  those  who  love  theoi, 
with  deep  anxiety,  and  shivering  fear. 

The  cause,  then,  sir,  the  cause  I  Let  the 
world  know  the'  cause  which  has  thus  induced 
one  State  of  the  Union  to  bid  defiance  to  the 
power  of  the  whole,  and  opaij  to  talk  d  ao- 
cee^on. 

Sir,  the  world  will  scarcely  believe  that  thta 
whole  oontrovemy,  and  all  the  desperate  meaa- 
nres  which  its  support  requires,  have  no  other 
foundation  than  a  difference  of  opinion,  upon  a 
provision  of  the  constitution,  between  a  minor- 
ity of  the  people  of  South  Carolina,  on  one  tide, 
and  a  vast  minority  of  the  whfde  people  of  th» 
United  States  on  the  other.  It  will  not  credit 
the  foct,  it  will  not  admit  the  possibility,  that, 
in  an  enlightened  age,  in  a  free,  popuUu*  repub- 
lic, under  a  Government  where  the  people 
govern,  as  they  mnstalways govern,  nndersuoh 
systems,  by  minorities,  at  a  time  of  unpre- 
cedentod  h^fi^nesi^  without  practical  opprei- 
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uon,  withoQt  evils,  siu^  as  may  not  only  be 
pretended,  bat  felt  and  experienced, — evils  not 
sti^t  or  .temporary,  bat  deep,  permanent,  and 
intolenbUi,— a  single  State  uionld  rush  into 
ocmfliot  with  dl  the  rest,  attempt  to  pat  down 
the  power  of  the  Union  bj  her  own  laws,  and 
to  eapport  those  laws  by  her  military  power, 
and  thoB  break.ap  and  destroy  the  world's  lost 
hapo.  And  well  the  world  may  be  iocredalons. 
We,  who  hear  and  see  it,  can  ourselves  hardly 
yet  believe  it.  Even  after  all  that  had  preceded 
it,  this  ordinance  strnok  the  conn  try  with  amaze- 
ment. It  was  incredible  and  inoonceivable, 
that  Boath  Carolina  should  thos  plnnge  head- 
long into  resifitance  to  the  laws,  en  a  matter  of 
opinion,  and  on  a  qaestion  in  which  tbe  pre- 
ponderance of  opinion,  both  of  the  presoit  day 
and  d.  all  past  tame,  waa  ao  overwhelnunj^y 
against  h«e.  The  ordinanoe  deelarfia  that  Oon- 
sresB  has  exceeded  its  jnst  power,  by  laying 
duties  on  imports,  intended  for  the  protection 
of  mannfaetores.  This  is  the  opinion  of  Soath 
Carolina ;  and  on  the  strength  of  that  opinion 
she  nullifies  the  laws.  Yet  has  the  rest  of  the 
ooontry  no  right  to  its  opinions  also  ?  Is  one 
State  to  sit  sole  arbitress  f  She  maintuns  that 
those  laws  are  plain,  deliberate,  and  palpable 
violations  of  the  constitution ;  that  slie  has  a 
sovereign  right  to  decide  this  matter ;  and  that, 
having  so  decided,  she  is  authorized  to  resist 
HneLr  execution  by  her  own  sovereign  power ; 
and  she  declares  that  ahe  will  resist  it,  though 
such  resistanoe  shoold  shatter  the  Union  into 
atoms. 

Ur.  Fruldent,  I  do  not  intend  to  discuss  the 
inqprietr  of  these  laws  at  large ;  but  I  will 
ask,  how  are  they  shown  to  be  thus  plainly  and 
palpablj^nDCtmstitationalt  Are  they  quite  new 
muie  history  of  the  Government?  Have  they 
no  countenance  at  all  in  the  constitution  itself? 
Are  they  a  sudden  and  violent  usurpation  on 
the  rights  of  the  States  f  Sir,  what  will  the 
civilized  world  say,  what  will  posterity  say, 
when  they  learn  that  nmilar  laws  have  existed 
from  the  very  fimndation  of  the  Government ; 
that  for  thirty  years  the  power  never  was 
qaestaoned ;  and  that  no  State  in  the  Union  baa 
more  fredy  and  anequivooally  admitted  it  than 
Sooth  Gardina  herself  f 

To  lay  and  collect  dnties  and  imposts  is  an 
express  power,  granted  by  the  constitution  to 
Congress.  It  is  also  an  exclusive  power ;  for 
the  constitntjon  as  expressly  prohibits  all  tbe 
States  from  exercising  it  themselves.  This  ex- 
press and  exclusive  power  is  unlimited  in  the 
terms  of  the  grant,  but  it  is  attended  with  two 
Bpecifio  restrictions :  first,  that  alt  duties  and 
impoata  shall  be  equal  in  all  the  States ;  second, 
that  no  duties  shall  be  lud  on  exports.  The 
power,  then,  being  granted,  and  bemg  attended 
with  tiiese  two  restncdona,  and  no  more,  who 
la  to  impose  a  third  restriction  on  the  general 
words  of  the  grant)  If  the  power  to  lay 
duties,  as  known  among  all  other  nations,  and 
as  known  in  all  onr  histo^,  and  as  it  waa  per- 
feotly  underatood  when  the  constitution  was 
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adopted,  includes  a  right  of  discriminating, 
while  exercising  the  power,  and  of  laying  some 
dnUes  heavier  and  some  lighter,  for  the  uke  of 
moourajpng  onr  .  own  domestic  products,  what 
authority  is  there  for  giving  to  Uie  worda  nsed 
in  the  oonstitution  a  new,  narrow,  and  nnnsoal 
meaning  f  All  the  limitations  whidi  the  consti- 
tution intended,  it  has  expressed ;  and  what  it 
has  left  nnrestricted,  is  as  much  a  part  of  ita 
will  as  the  restraints  which  it  has  imposed. 

But  these  laws,  it  is  said,  are  unconstitutional 
on  account  of  the  motive.  How,  sir,  can  a  law 
be  examined  on  any  such  ground  ?  How  is  the' 
motive  to  be  ascer^ined  ?  One  House,  or  one 
member,  may  have  one  motive ;  the  other 
House,  or  another  member,  another.  One 
motive  may  operate  to-day,  and  anotiier  to- 
morrow. Upon  any  such  mode  of  reasoning 
as  this,  one  law  might  be  anconstitutiraal  now, 
and  another  law,  in  exactly  the  same  words, 
perfectiy  constitational  next  year.  Boddes. 
articles  may  only  be  taxed  for  the  purpose  of 
protecting  home  products,  but  other  articles 
may  be  left  free,  for  the  ssme  purpose,  and 
with  the  same  motive.  A  law,  therefore,  would 
become  Tmconstitutional  from  what  it  omitted 
as  well  as  from  what  it  contained.  Hr.  Pru- 
dent, it  is  a  settied  principle,  acknowledged  in 
all  lef^slative  halls,  recognized  before  ul  tri- 
bunals, sanctioned  by  the  general  sense  and  un- 
derstanding, of  mankind,  uiat  there  can  be  no 
inquiry,  into  the  motives  of  Aose  who  pass  laws, 
for  the  parpoae  detennhiing  on  their  validity. 
If  the  law  \»  within  tbe  meaning  ot  the 
words  in  the  grant  of  ^ower,  its  authority  most 
be  admitted  until  it  is  repealed.  This  rule, 
everywhere  acknowledged,  everywhere  admit- 
ted, is  so  nniversal,  and  so  completely  without 
exception,  as  that  even  an  Bllegati<m  of  fraod  in 
the  minority  of  a  Legislature  is  not  allowed  as 
a  CTOund  to  set  aside  a  law. 

But^  sir,  is  it  true  that  the  motive  for  these 
laws  IS  such  as  is  stated }  I  think  not.  The 
great  olyect  of  all  these  laws  is,  unqnes- 
tionably,  revenue.  If  there  were  no  occa- 
sion for  revenoe,  the  laws  would  not  have 
been  passed ;  and  it  Is  notorious  ^t  al- 
most the  entire  rerenoe  ot  tbe  eoubtry  is 
derived  from  them.  Aod,  as  yet,  we  have 
collected  none  too  much  revenue.  The  treasury 
has  not  been  more  exhausted  for  many  yeara 
than  at  this  moment.  All  tiiat  South  Carolina 
can  say  is,  that  in  passing  the  laws  which  she 
now  undertakes  to  nulli^,  particular  articles 
were  taxed  from  a  regard  to  the  protection  of 
domestic  articles,  higher  than  they  would  have 
been  had  no  such  regard  been  entertained. 
And  she  insists  that^  according  to  the  constitu- 
tion, no  sndi  discrimination  can  be  allowed ;  that 
duties  ^oold  be  hud  for  revenoe,  and  revenue 
only ;  and  that  it  is  nnlawfnl  to  uve  refarenoe, 
in  any  case,  to  protection.  In  other  words, 
she  denies  the  power  of  discrimination.  She 
does  not,  and  cannot,  complain  of  excessive 
taxation ;  on  the  contrary,  she  professes  to  be 
willing  to  pay  any  amount  for  revenue,  merely 
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u  rerenue ;  and  up  to  the  present  moment 
thm  is  no  snrploa  of  reTonne.  Her  grievance, 
then,  that  plain  aai  palpable  Tidatton  of  the 
oonstitntion  wfaidi  she  in^ts  has  taken  place, 
is  simply  the  exercise  of  the  power  of  discrimi- 
nation. Kow,  sir,  is  the  exercise  of  this  power 
of  discrimination  plainly  and  palpably  nnoon- 
stitational  ?  I  have  already  said  the  power  to 
lay  daties  is  given  by  the  constitatioQ  in  broad 
and  general  terms.  There  is  also  oonferred  on 
Congress  the  whole  |iower  of  r^olating  com- 
merce in  another  distinct  provision.  Is  It  clear 
and  palpable,  sir — can  any  man  say  it  is  a  case 
beyond  donbt — that  under  these  two  powers 
CoDgress  may  not  Justly  discriminate  in  laying 
duties  for  Ute  purpose  oi  oountervailiog  tiie 

Eolicy  of  foreign  nations,  or  of  fovoring  onr  own 
ome  tHwIaoUonsI  fo,  what  ought  to  oon- 
dnde  Oils  question  fhrerer,  as  it  would  seem  to 
me,  is,  tiiat  the  regulation  of  commerce,  and  the 
impositiou  of  duties,  are,  in  all  commercial 
nations,  powers  avowedly  and  oonstantiy  exer- 
tised  for  this  very  end. 

Mr.  President,  if  the  friends  of  nullification 
should  be  able  to  propagate  their  opinions,  and 
give  them  practical  efiTect,  they  would,  in  my 
judgment,  prove  themselves  uie  most  skilful 
"  architects  of  ruin,"  the  moat  effectual  extiu- 
guishers  of  high-raised  expectation,  the  greatest 
blasters  of  human  hopes,  which  any  age  has 
prodnoed.  They  would  stand  up  to  proohdm, 
in  ttmes  which  would  zderce  the  ears  (u  half  the 
human  race,  that  the  last  great  ex](ieriment  of 
TepresOitative  government  had  Called.  Ihey 
would  send  forth  sounds,  at  the  hearing  of  which 
the  doctrine  of  the  divine  right  of  kings  would 
feel,  even  iu  its  grave,  a  returning  sensation  of 
vituity  aiid  resuscitation.  UlUiona  of  eyes,  of 
those  who  now  feed  their  inherent  love  of  lib- 
erty on  the  success  of  the  American  example, 
would  tarn  away  from  beholding  onr  dismem- 
hennent,  and  find  no  place  on  euth  whereon 
to  rest  their  gratified  sight.  Amidst  the  incan- 
tations and  orgies  of  nt^ifioatiou,  secession,  dis- 
union, and  revolution,  would  be  celebrated  the 
ftmeru  rites  of  oonstitntional  and  r^nbUcan 
liberty. 

But,  nr,  if  the  Government  do  its  duty;  if 
it  act  witii  firmness  and  with  moderation,  these 
opinicou  oaonot  prevul.  Be  assured,  sir,  be 
assured,  tiiat,  among  the  political  sentiments 
of  this  people,  the  love  of  union  is  still  npper- 
most.  They  will  stand  fast  by  the  constitution, 
and  by  those  who  defend  it.  I  rely  on  no  tem- 
porary expedieota — on  no  political  combination 
— but  I  rely  on  the  tme  American  feeling,  the 
genuine  patriotism  of  the  people,  and  the  im- 
perative decision  of  the  publio  voice.  Disorder 
and  confusion,  indeed,  maj  arise;  soeuee  of 
commotion  and  contest  are  threatened,  and  per- 
h^ff  may  come.  With  my  whole  heart  I  pray 
for  the  continuance  of  the  domestic  peace  and 
quiet  of  the  country.  I  desire  most  ardently  the 
restoration  of  affection  and  harmony  to  oil  its 
parts.  I  desire  that  every  citizen  of  the  whole 
ooontry  may  ]odk  to  tiua  GoTermnait  with  no 
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other  sentiments  but  those  of  grateful  reqwot 
and  attachment.  But  I  cannot  yield,  even  to 
kind  feeKnga.  the  cause  Of  tiie  ooostitution,  the 
tme  glory  of  the  country,  and  the  great  trust 
which  we  hold  in  our  hands  for  sucoeediog  ages. 
If  the  constitution  caunot  be  m^ntained  without 
meeting  these  somes  of  oommotion  and  contest, 
however  unwelcome,  they  mnst  come.  We 
cannot,  we  must  not,  we  dare  not^  omit  to  do 
that  which,  in  our  Judgment,  the  safety  of  the 
Union  requires.  Not  regardless  of  conse- 
quences, we  mnst  yet  meet  conseqoenoes ;  see- 
ing the  hazards  which  surround  the  discharge 
of  public  duty,  it  must  yet  be  discharged.  For 
myself  sir,  I  shun  no  re^nnbility  justiy  de- 
vfUTing  on  me,  here  or  diiewbere,  in  attempting 
to  maintain  the  oanse.  I  am  tied  to  it  by  iodia- 
■olnble  bands  <rf  aflbction  and  duty,  and  I  shall 
oheerfUUy  partake  in  its  fortunes  and  its 
fiite.  I  am  ready  to  perform  iny  own  ^ipro- 
priate  part  whatever  and  wherever  tiie  ooca* 
sion  may  call  on  me,  and  take  my  chance 
among  those  upcm  whom  blows  may  &11  first 
and  fall  thickest  I  shall  exert  every  faculty  I 
possess  in  udin^  to  prevent  the  constitution 
from  being  nullified,  destroyed,  or  impured ; 
and  even  should  I  see  it  fall,  I  will  still,  with  a 
voice,  feeble,  perhaps,  but  earoeat  as  ever  issued 
from  human  lips,  and  with  fidelity  and  zeal 
which  nothing  shall  extinguish,  call  on  the 
noFU  to  oome  to  its  resooew 


UovDXT,  February  16. 

Seemw  CoUeetton  Bill— Nullification. . 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  oonrider  the  bill 
to  provide  further  for  the  collection  ot  the  du- 
ties on  imports. 

Mr.  PoiNDBXTBB,  who  was  entitled  to  the 
floor,  rose  and  said  he  was  compelled  to  deelino 
any  participation  iu  the  debate  at  this  time, 
on  account  of  the  state  of  his  health.  If  tho 
subject  should  be  postponed,  he  hoped  to  be 
able  at  another  time  to  address  the  Senate  in 
relation  to  iL 

The  Ohaib  having  stated  the  qnestion  to  bCL 
"Shall  this  hiQ  be  ordered  to  be  en^vssed  and 
read  a  third  time?" 

Mr.  Calhoum  sidd  he  had  not  anticipated  tiiis 
question  for  this  morning.  When  it  was  put, 
he  hoped  there  would  be  a  Ml  Senate.  He 
moved  the  postponement  of  the  farther  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  till  to-morrow. 

Kr.  FoBSTTH  hoped  the  postponement  would 
not  take  place,  as  the  session  was  drawing  to 
a  close.  He  had  a  desire  to  address  the  Senate 
on  the  question  before  it,  but  was  not  disposed 
to  do  it  to-day.  He  had  come  here  this  morn- 
ing, expecting  to  hear  the  hraiorable  Senator 
from  Uisdssippi.  He  would  suggest  that,  if  no 
additional  amendments  were  to  oe  offered,  the 
bill  should  be  passed  to  a  third  reading,  and 
discussed  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  Calhoun.— The  third  reading  of  a  hiU,  as 
the  SenatOT  knows,  is  the  most  trying  qaestion. 


Revenue  CoiUdtm  Bill — N^Ujicalim. 
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EaviDg  a  solemn  convicUon  of  the  importance 
of  the  qoestion,  I  wish  it  to  bo  taken  Id  fall 
Senate.  He  had  no  other  object,  than  to  pro- 
cnre  a  fhll  discasuon  of  the  measnre,  ana  he 
regretted  the  inability  of  the  Senator  firom  Mis- 
sissippi to  proceed  at  present.  If  anj  gentle- 
man wished  to  offer  an  amoDdment,  or  to  ad- 
dress the  Senate,  he  Toold  withdrav  his  motion 
topostpoDCw 
The  motion  having  been  withdcawn, 
Ur.  FoBBTTH  commenced  a  series  of  obserra- 
tlons,  which  he  continued  antit  three  o^clock. 
Bis  u^ment,  commencing  with  the  precise 
motion  before  the  Senate,  gradually  expanded 
into  a  Tiew  of  the  whole  smgect  under  debate. 
As  regarded  the  exciting  question  of  nnllifica- 
tlon,  Uiat  doctrine  he  held  was  ontenable.  No 
individual  State  possessed  the  right  of  nolliflca- 
tion  from  any  sovereignty  residing  in  her. 
Sovereignty,  he  contended,  did  not  exist  ia  the 
StfOes,  separately  or  Individoally,  since  the 
Union.  Since  that  period,  it  resided  in  the 
United  States  as  a  whole ;  and  by  them  alone 
oonld  it  be  exw^lsed,  and  in  the  mode  defined 
by  the  eonsUtaUon.  Unch  ingenuity  had  been 
called  forth  in  support  of  nullification ;  but 
mystify  it  as  tJiey  pleased,  it  could  not  stand 
the  tert  of  argument  The  doctrine  was  pre- 
posterous; it  was  a  mere  web  of  sophism  and 
casuistry.  And  the  ailments  in  its  favor,  if 
analyzed,  and  put  through  the  alembic,  would 
result  in  the  double  distiUed  essence  of  non- 
aence.  But  having  thus  denounced  nullifica- 
tion he  wonld  admit  that  the  position  which 
South  Carolina  bad  taken  had  served  one  good 
purpose,  that  of  opening  the  eyes  of  the  country 
to  the  ii^ostioe  done  to  the  Sonth  by  an  odious 
and  oppresBive  tariff.  As  regarded  tiie  tariff, 
tbe  whole  Sontih  were  with  South  Carolina,  in 
the  general  principle  of  resistance  to  it;  but 
they  differed  from  her  in  the  mode  which  she 
had  thought  6t  to  adopt.  Bnt  if  the  tariff  was 
odions,  and  must  finally  be  put  an  end  to,  nei- 
ther could  the  course  of  South  Carolina  be  de- 
fended, or  tolerated,  with  safety  to  the  Union. 
He  looked  forward  in  anticipation  to  tlie  period 
as  nigh  at  hand,  when  the  protective  system 
nmst  expire,  and,  in  like  manner,  when  nullifi- 
cation wonld  sink  into  the  grave.  He  hoped 
eoon  to  see  them  buried  in  the  same  tomb ; 
and  wilUngly  wonld  be  then  prononnce  their 
funeral  oration,  and  inscribe  on  their  monnment 
the  epitaph — ' '  requieteat  in  pace" 

[AAer  some  further  diseiissioo,  and  after  the  of- 
feriog  and  njeotton  <tf  a  nmnberof  smendmratfl  to 
tbebiU:] 

The  Chair  pat  the  question,  "  Shall  this  bill 
be  M^rossed  and  read  a  third  timet"  wbidt 
was  decided  in  the  afflnna^Te,  89  to  6,  by  the 
following  vote : 

Tbas. — Uessrs.  Bell,  Bockner,  Chambers,  Glay- 
toa,  Dallas,  Dickerson,  Dudley,  Ewing,  Foot,  For- 

B'th,  Frelinghuyaen,    Grundy,    Hendricks,  Hill, 
olnm,  JulmstOD,  Kane,  Nandain,  Prentiss,  Rives, 
Boblsns,   BoUnson,  Boggles,   SUsbee,  &niUi, 


Sprague,  Upton,  Tomlinsoo,  Webster,  White,  WIl- 
kins,  Wright— 82. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Bibb,  Calhoun,  B^ng,  Uangum, 
UiUer,  Hoore,  Tnrap,  Tyler—S. 

The  Senate  then,  at  half  alter  11  o'clook 
P.  IL,  a(\}oarned. 


TirnDAT,  Februar7 19. 
Tha  Tariff. 

Mr.  Clat,  from  the  Select  Committee  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  to  modify  the  sev- 
eral acts  imposing  duties  on  imports,  reported 
the  bill  with  various  amendments. 

Mr.  C.  then  stated,  that  he  was  also  author- 
ized to  say  that  at  a  proper  time  another 
amendment  would  be  offered  on  the  subject  of 
the  valuation  of  goods,  which  would  be  calcu- 
lated to  conciliate  the  CMiflioting  i^inima 
which  had  prevailed  in  reference  to  that  point. 
He  was  happy  to  say  that,  althoogb  there  was 
so  short  an  interval  for  the  action  of  the  two 
Honses  on  this  bill,  the  committee  entertained 
strong  hopes  that  it  would  be  found  practicable 
to  effect  some  accommodation  of  this  question 
before  the  close  of  the  present  session.  He 
was  directed  to  move  that  the  amendments  be 
printed,  and  further  to  move  that  the  bill  and 
amendments  be  made  the  special  order  for  to- 
morrow, with  the  understanaing  that  if  the  meas- 
nre now  pending  before  the  Senate  should  not 
be  disposed  of  by  that  time,  the  bill  now  re- 
ported would  not  be  pressed  to  interfere  with 
that  discnadon. 

The  amendments  were  then  ordered  to  be 
printed,  and  the  bill  and  amendments  were 
made  the  spedal  order  fbr  to-morrow. 


Thttbsdat,  February  31. 
Tkt  Tarif—SadueUon^  DutUt—Oompromiae 

Itr.  Cut  moved  to  take  up  the  special  order, 
being  Hie  bill  "to  modify  the  act  of  the  Uth 
of  July,  1883,  and  all  other  acts  impofflng  dntiea 
on  imports ; "  which  being  agreed  to,  the  biU 
was  then  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
as  amended  by  the  select  committee  to  whom 
it  was  referred,  as  ftdlowa: 

[The  bAl  omitted.  Its  leading  provisions  were : 
a  periodical  annual  reduction  of  one-tenth  of  the 
present  duties  for  seven  years,  after  vhich  all  the 
remaining  duty  alwve  SO  percentum  on  the  value 
should  be  equally  divided  into  two  parts,  and  part 
struck  off  at  the  end  of  one  year  thereafter,  and  the 
other  half  at  the  end  of  another  year,  so  that  at  the 
end  of  nine  years  all  duties  should  be  reduced  to 
SO  percentum  on  the  value,  with  a  list  of  free  arti- 
cles, and  DO  more  revenue  to  be  raised  than  neces- 
sary fbr  the  economical  support  of  the  Government, 
The  act  to  be  permanent.] 

Mr.  Clat  now  rose  to  prop<Me  the  amend- 
ment of  whidli  be  had  previoutily  j^yea  notioe. 


The  Ituif—KaiiMtiait  <^  Duliu—Compromita  Bin. 
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The  oldect  vas,  that  after  the  period  prescribed 
by  the  Dill,  all  doties  should  thereafter  be  as> 
seBsed  on  a  valuation  made  at  the  port  in  which 
the  goods  are  first  imported,  and  ander  "  saoh 
regolations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law."  Mr. 
G.  said  it  wonld  be  seen  by  this  amendment, 
that  in  place  of  havinK  foreign  valnation,  it 
was  intended  to  have  a  home  one.  It  was  be- 
lieved by  the  friend  of  the  proteotave  system, 
tiiat  anoh  a  regulatiim  wu  neoenan'.  It  was 
bdieved  by  many  of  the  friends  of  the  system, 
tliat  after  the  period  <tf  nine  and  a  half  years, 
the  most  of  om:  mannfactnres  will  be  snffi- 
(dently  grown  to  be  able  to  support  themselvea 
under  a  daty  <^  twenty  per  cent  if  pnqperly 
laid ;  but  that  under  a  system  of  foreisn  vala- 
ation,  such  would  not  be  the  case,  Tney  say 
that  it  wonld  be  more  detrimental  to  their  in- 
terests than  the  lowest  scale  of  daties  that 
coiUd  be  imposed;  and  you  propose  to  fix  a 
standard  of  dulies.  They  are  willing  to  take 
yon  at  your  word,  provi^d  yon  regolate  this 
ID  a  w^  to  do  them  jDsdoe. 

Hr.  Simn  oppoeea  the  amendment,  on  the 
nronnd  that  It  would  be  an  iacrease  of  duties ; 
wot  it  had  been  tried  before ;  that  it  would  be 
impracticablej  unequal,  mUost,  and  prodnctive 
CHT  confasioD,  inasmndi  as  Imported  goods  were 
constantly  varying  in  value,  and  were  well 
known  to  be,  at  all  times,  cheaper  in  Kew  York 
than  in  the  commercial  cities  south  of  it.  This 
would  have  the  effect  of  drawing  all  the  trade 
of  the  United  States  to  New  York. 

Ur.  Calhoun  said  he  r^p*etted,  exceedingly, 
that  the  Senator  fh>m  Kentucky  had  felt  it  his 
duty  to  move  the  amendment  Aoeor^g  to 
Ms  present  impresinons,  the  objections  to  it 
were  insnrmonntahle;  and,  unless  tliesewere 
removed,  he  should  be  eompdled  to  TOte 
agfUnst  the  whole  bill  should  the  amendmwt 
be  adopt^.  The  measure  '^posed  W8&  in  his 
opinion,  unconstitutional.  The  constitution  ex- 
pressly provided  that  no  preference  should  be 
given,  by  any  regulation  of  oommeroe,  to  the 
porta  of  one  Sti^  over  those  of  another ;  and 
this  would  be  the  effect  of  adopting  tiie  amend- 
ment Thus,  great,  injustice  and  ineqnalit7 
most  necessarily  result  from  it;  for,  the  price 
of  goods  being  cheaper  in  the  northern  ttian  in 
the  southern  dtiea,  a  home  valnaticm  would 
give  to  the  farmer  a  preference  in  the  payment 
q{  duties.  Agidn,  the  price  of  goods  being 
higher  at  New  Orleans  and  Charleston  than  at 
New  York,  the  frdght  and  insurance  also  being 
higher,  together  with  the  increased  expenses 
of  a  sickly  climate,  would  give  such  advantages 
in  the  amount  of  duties  to  the  northern  city, 
08  to  draw  to  it  much  of  the  trade  the  south- 
ern ones.  In  his  view  of  the  subject,  this  was 
not  all.  He  was  not  merchant  enough  to  say 
what  wonld  be  tiie  extent  of  daties  mider  this 
system  of  home  valuation ;  bnt,  as  he  nndw^ 
stood  it,  th^  must,  of  owuequoioe,  be  pro- 
gresuve.  For  instancy  an  article  is  brougbt 
iDto  New  York,  value  tiiere  100  dollara.  Twen- 
Igr  per  cent  on  tiiat  would  raise  the  value  of 


the  article  to  one  hundred  uid  twenty  dollars^ 
on  which  value  a  duty  of  twenty  pw  coit, 
wonld  be  assessed  at  the  next  importation,  and 
so  on.  It  would,  therefore,  be  impossible  to  say 
to  what  extent  the  duties  wonld  run  up.  He 
regretted  the  more  that  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tacky  had  felt  it  bis  duty  to  offer  this  amend- 
ment, as  he  was  willing  to  leave  the  matter  to 
tiie  deoiuon  of  a  future  Congress,  though  he  did 
not  see  how  they  oould  get  over  the  imnpwable 
constitutional  objections  he  had  fenced  at  Ur. 
C.  wpealed  to  tiie  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
whetner,  with  these  views,  he  would  press  his 
amendment  when  he  had  «ght  or  nine  years 
in  advance  before  it  could  take  effect  He  un- 
derstood, the  argument  of  the  Senator  firom 
EentQcky  to  be  an  admission  that  the  amend- 
ment was  not  now  absolntely  necessary.  With 
respect  to  the  apprehension  of  frauds  an  the 
revenue,  Hr.  C.  said  that  every  fbture  Confess 
would  have  the  strongest  disposition  to  guard 
agunst  t^bero.  The  very  reduction  of  &tie^ 
he  said,  would  have  that  effbot;  itwouldstrike 
at  the  root  of  the  evil.  Ur.  0.  said  be  agreed 
with  the  Senator  from  l^tuoln^,  that  this  bill 
will  be  the  final  eflbrt  at  oondhiraon  and  oom- 
promise ;  and  he^  for  one,  was  not  disposed,  if 
it  passed,  to  Woli^  it  by  ftature  legislation. 

Ur.  CuTTON  could  not  vote  for  this  bill 
without  this  amendment,  nor  would  he  admit 
any  idea  of  an  abandonment  of  the  protective 
system;  while  he  was  willing  to  pass  this  meas- 
ure, as  one  of  concesraon  from  the  stronger  to 
the  weaker  party,  he  never  could  agree  that 
twenty  per  cent  was  adequate  protection  to 
our  domestic  mannfactuTM.  He  had  been  anx- 
ious to  do  something  to  relieve  South  Carolina 
from  her  prewntixmlons  portion;  thou^  he 
had  nevOT  been  driTeu  by  the  taunts  <tf  sonth- 
em  frentionen  to  do  Hbat,  which  he  now  did, 
for  the  sake  of  ocmdlii^on. 

Ur.  Dallas  was  opp(»ed  to  the  proposition 
from  the  committee,  and  agreed  with  Ur,  Cai^- 
hotht.  He  would  state  briefly  bis  olijection  to 
the  proposition  of  the  committee.  Although 
he  was  from  a  State  strongly  disposed  to  mi£t- 
tain  the  protective  policy,  he  lal>ored  under  an 
impresuon,  that  if  any  thing  could  be  done  to 
conciliate  the  Southern  States,  it  was  his  duty 
to  go  for  a  measure  for  that  purpose ;  but  he 
should  not  go  beyond  it  He  could  do  nothing 
in  this  way,  as  representing  his  particular  ffig- 
trict  of  the  country,  bat  only  for  the  general 
rood.  He  oonld  not  agree  to  incorporate  in 
the  bill  any  principle  which  he  thought  erro- 
neous or  improper.  He  would  sanction  noth- 
ing in  the  but  as  an  abandonment  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  protection.  Ur.  D.  then  made  a  few 
remarks  on  home  and  foreign  valuation,  to  show 
the  ^ound  of  his  objections  to  the  amendment 
of  Ur.  Clat,  though  it  did  not  prevent  hia 
strong  desire  to  compromise  and  conoUiation. 

Ur,  FoBBTTH  was  opposed  to  the  Senate  de- 
olfUng  a  question  for  thiBir  socoesaora.  He  waa 
(^posed  to  putting  any  thing  into  the  Ull  which 
waa  bad  in  thetny;  but  he  thouj^t  no  pledges 
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could  be  givcD  with  regard  to  the  fattire  action 
of  Congress. 

Mr.  KAin  objected  to  the  hcnne  valuation, 
as  necessarily  at  varianoe  with  the  clause  in 
the  constitutiOTi,  which  requires  that  no  pref- 
erence should  be  made  of  one  port  over 
another. 

Ut.  Silsbkb  entered  laiKel^  into  the  detuls 
of  the  sabject,  and  olfleGtea  to  the  adoption  of 
a  mtem  now,  which  woold  go  into  toleration 
years  hence. 

Mr.  Oiiaoxm  said  that  he  listened  with  great 
we  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tncky,  and  other  gentlemen^  who  had  advo- 
cated the  same  side,  in  hopes  of  having  his 
objection  to  the  mode  of  valaation  proposed  in 
the  amendment  removed;  but  he  most  say, 
that  Uie  difficulties  he  first  expressed  still  re- 
mained. Passing  over  what  seemed  to  him  to 
be  a  oonstitotiooal  objection,  he  would  direct 
hia  observation  to  what  appeared  to  him  to  be 
its  unequal  operation.  If  by  tiie  home  v^na- 
tit«i  be  meant  the  taniffi  price,  with  the  ad- 
dition of  ft^gbt,  insnranoe,  and  oQier  expenses 
at  the  port  of  destination,  it  is  manifest  that  as 
these  are  unequal  between  the  several  ports  in 
the  Union — ^for  instanoe,  between  the  ports  of 
>Iew  York  and  Kew  Orleans — the  duty  mnst 
also  be  unequal  in  the  same  degree,  if  laid  on 
value  thas  estimated.  But  if,  by  the  home 
valuation,  he  meant  the  prices*  current  at  the 
place  of  importation,  then,  in  addition  to  the 
inequality  already  stated,  there  would  have  to 
be  added  the  additional  inequality  resulting 
from  the  different  rotes  of  profits,  and  other 
circmnstancea,  which  most  ueoesBarilj  render 
prices  very  unequal  in  the  several  porta  of  this 
wid^  extended  country.  There  would,  in 
the  same  view,  be  another  and  a  stronger  objec- 
tion, which  he  alluded  to  in  his  former  remarks, 
which  remained  unanswered — that  the  dutiefi 
themselves  constitute  part  of  the  elements  of 
the  current  prices  of  the  imported  articles;  and 
that,  to  impose  a  duty  on  a  valuation  ascer- 
tained by  the  current  prices,  would  l>e  to  im- 
pose, in  reality,  a  duty  upon  a  duty,  and  must 
necessarily  produce  that  increased  progression 
in  duties,  wnioh  he  had  already  attempted  to 
iUnstrate. 

Ifr.  OuTTOR  aaid,  this  pdnt  had  been  dia- 
cnased  in  the  omnndttee;  and  it  was  because 
Hsit  amendment  was  not  adt^ted  that  he  had 
irithheld  his  assent  from  the  bill.  They  had 
bow  bat  seven  business  days  of  this  session  re- 
maining; and  it  w.ould  require  the  greatest 
tmanimity,  trath  in  that  body  and  in  the  other 
House,  to  pass  any  bill  on  tiiis  scl^ect.  Were 
gmtlemen  coming  from  the  opposite  extremes 
of  .the  Union,  and  representing  oppo^te  inter- 
cats,  to  agree  to  oMnbine  togettier,  there  woold 
hardly  he  time  to  pass  this  bill  into  a  law ;  yet 
if  he  saw  that  it  could  be  done,  he  would  gladly 
go  on  with  tiie  connderation  of  the  bill,  and 
with  the  determination  to  do  all  that  could  be 
dole.  Hie  honorable  member  from  South  Caro- 
lina had  found  insupwable  obataolea  where  he 
VohXII^ 
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(Mr.  C.)  had  found  none.  On  their  part,  if 
they  affreed  to  this  bill,  it  would  only  be  for 
the  sake  of  conciliation;  if  Booth  Carolina 
would  not  accept  the  measure  in  that  light, 
then  their  motive  for  arrangement  was  at  an 
end.  He  (Mr.  O.)  apprehended,  however,  that 
good  might  result  from  bringing  the  propositi<Hi 
forward  at  that  time.  Jt  would  be  plaoed  be- 
f6n  the  view  of  tiie  people,  who  would  have 
time  to  reflect  and  make  up  tb^  minds  up<m 
it  aguuflt  the  meeting  of  the  next  Congress. 
He  did  not  h(dd  any  man  as  pledged  by  their 
action  at  this  time.  If  the  arrangement  waa 
found  to  be  a  proper  one,  the  next  Congress 
might  adopt  it  But,  for  the  reasons  be  had 
already  stated,  he  had  little  ^ope  that  any  bill 
would  Im  passed  at  this  session ;  and,  to  go  on 
debating  it,  day  alter  day,  would  only  have  the 
effect  of  defeating  the  many  private  bills  and 
other  business  which  were  waiting  the  action  of 
Congress.  He  would  therefore  propose  to  lay 
the  bill  for  the  present  on  the  table ;  if  it  were 
found,  at  a  fotnra  period,  before  the  expiration 
of  the  seasioD,  that  there  was  a  prospect  of 
overcoming  the  difficulties  which  now  presented 
themselves,  and  of  acting  upon  it,  the  bill  mi^t 
be  again  taken  npk  If  no  other  gentieman 
wished  to  make  any  obaervotions  on  the  amend- 
ment, he  would  move  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table. 

The  Benate  then,  at  half-past  four  o'dodc, 
actjoanied. 

FUDAT,  February  89. 

The  Senate  having  resumed  the  bill  to 
modify  the  act  of  14th  July,  1683,  uid  aU 
other  laws  imposing  duties  on  imports,  the 
qnfttion  being  on  Mr,  Clat's  amendment, 
providing  that  the  proposed  rate  of  duty 
payable  after  1843  should  be  computed  upon 
the  valTie  of  merchandise  at  the  port  of  impor- 
tation, 

Mr.  Hill  regretted  very  much  that  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clat,)  alter 
having  gratuitously  extended  the  olive  branch, 
after  having  been  complimented  by  geoUe- 
men  who  reoreaented  tiie  "aggrieved  &nth," 
and  who  oonld  there  alli^  the  storm  that  had 
been  ndsed  by  ambitious  politicians  for 
mercenary  purposes,  as  a  "pacificator"  and 
"  mediator,'*  should  match  the  cup  from  the 
lips  of  the  friends  <^  the  Union  by  interposing 
an  amendment.  What  is  the  object  of  this 
amendment?  So  far  from  affecting  the  present 
rate  of  duties,  it  does  not  touch  an  article  for 
nearly  ten  years  I  Nor  is  it  at  all  binding  on  any 
future  Congress,  let  the  principle  be  dedared  as 
it  will.  I  could  not,  were  I  in  any  other  place, 
believe  genUemen  to  be  in  earnest  when  they 
were  contending  for  the  pdnts  of  difference  be- 
tween the  bill  as  it  stands,  and  the  bill  aa  it  will 
stand  when  amended.  It  can  be  of  no  conse- 
quence here  to  discuss  the  point,  whether  the  pub- 
uo  interest  will  be  better  consulted  by  a  "home 
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TBliution,"  t«Q  years  hence,  or  the  Talnatioa  as 
now  made.  I  coouder  the  present  valnatioa  as 
virtnally  a  home  valnatioD :  if  not  to,  where  is 
the  use  of  appratsert  in  the  several  ports  as  now 
provided  hy  lawt   If  by  the  amendment  the 

6 rice  of  freight  is  to  be  added  at  the  several  porta; 
'  the  prices  are  to  flactnate  from  week  to  week, 
and  from  month  to  month,  as  goods  are  plenty  or 
scarce,  the  amendment  ought  to  be  rejected,  and 
no  future  Congress  will  regard  our  mandate  for 
enforcing  the  adoption  of  its  principles,  Ifit  in- 
tends the  raising  of  the  dnties  five,  ten,  or  tw«i- 
ty  per  cent,  the  people  will  never  suffer  any  Con- 
gress to  adopt  it. 

Hr.  Wbbstu  held  the  home  valnation  to  be, 
to  any  extent,  impraeUoable ;  and  that  it  was 
nnpr^edented  and  nnknown  in  any  legisla- 
tion. Both  the  home  and  fbrwgn  valuation 
ought  to  be  exclnded  as  far  as  possible,  and 
■peciSo  duties  should  be  resorted  to.  This 
keeping  out  of  view  specific  duties,  and  taming 
ns  back  to  the  principle  of  a  valuation,  was,  in 
bis  view,  the  great  vice  of  this  bill.  In 
England  five  out  of  six,  or  nine  oat  of  ten 
articles,  pay  specific  duties,  and  the  valuation 
is  on  the  remnant.  Among  the  articles  which 
pay  ad  valorem  dnties  in  England  are  silk 
goods,  which  are  imported  either  flrom  India, 
whence  they  are  brought  to  one  port  only ;  or 
from  Europe,  in  which  ease  there  is  a  speciSo 
and  an  ad  valorem  duty ;  and  the  officer  has 
the  option  to  take  either  the  one  or  tlie  other.  He 
su^^sted  that  the  Senate,  before  they  adopted 
the  ad  valorem  principle,  should  look  to  the 
effects  on  the  im^rtation  of  the  conntry. 

He  took  a  view  of  the  iron  trade,  to  show 
tliat  evil  would  result  to  that  branch  from  a 
snbstttution  of  the  ad  valorem  for  the  specific 
system  of  duties.  He  admitted  himself  to  be 
unable  to  comprehend  the  elements  of  a  honie 
valuation,  and  mentioned  oases  where  it  would 
be  impo^ble  to  find  an  accnrate  standard  of 
valuation  of  this  eharaeter.  The  plan  was  im- 
practicable and  illosory. 

Hr.  Bkntox  obiJeoted  to  the  home  valuation, 
■a  tending  to  a  violation  of  the  Oonstitation  of 
the  United  States,  and  cited  the  following 
clan 86 :  "  Congress  shall  have  power  to  lay  ana 
collect  taxes,  dnties,  imposts,  and  excises; 
bat  all  duties,  imposts,  and  excises  shall  be  uni- 
form throughout  the  United  States."  All  uni- 
formity of  duties  and  imposts,  he  contended, 
would  be  destroyed  by  this  amendment.  No 
human  judgment  ooold  fix  the  value  of  the  same 
goods  at  the  same  rate  in  all  ^e  various  ports 
of  the  United  States.  If  the  same  individual 
valued  the  goods  in  every  port,  and  every  cargo 
in  every  port,  he  would  commit  innnmerable 
errors  and  mistakes  in  the  valnation ;  and,  ac- 
cording to  the  diversity  of  these  errors  and 
mistakes,  would  be  the  diversity  in  the  amount 
of  duties  and  imposts  laid  and  collected  in  the 
different  ports.  But  it  would  not  be  the  judg- 
ment of  one  individual  that  would  make  wl 
these  valnaticms,  bnttfae  jad^ients  of  hundreds 
woolU  be  required.   Kew  Tork  alone  would 
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require  scores ;  other  ports  a  number,  propor- 
tionate to  their  business ;  and  no  port*boula  be 
trusted  with  less  than  two,  however  insignificant 
its  importations  might  be.  Admitting  evei^ 
appraiser  to  be  sknfal,  diligent,  and  honest,  it 
would  be  impossible  bnt  that  the  grossest  varia- 
tions, in  assesnng  the  values  of  the  same  goods, 
must  take  place  in  tlie  different  ports  of  the 
United  States,  and  even  in  the  same  porta  on 
different  days  and  different  cargoes.  But  it 
would  be  impossible  that  all  the  appraisers 
dlionld  be  akilfiil,  and  eqteeiallr  that  they 
shoold  be  skilled  In  the  value  of  all  the  infinite 
variety  ocnnmoditieB  which  the  genius  of 
the  ardst  jbhiicates  in  the  foor  qnartera  cf  the 
riobe,  uid  which  the  enterprise  of  the  merchant 
brings  into  the  United  States.  So  far  from 
this  universal,  and  almost  miraculous  skilly  in 
all  the  appraisers,  it  would  turn  out,  in  practice, 
that  many  of  tliem  would  be  mere  ignoramuses, 
worked  into  office  by  the  power  and  Influence 
of  friends,  and  totally  destitute  of  the  knowledge 
which  the  place  required.  Even  those  who 
were  skilful  in  one  class  of  commodities  might 
be  ignorant  of  another ;  the  man  who  was  a 
judge  of  cotton  goods  might  know  nothing  of 
woollens ;  be  that  was  acquainted  with  bntDaies 
might  know  nothing  of  wines ;  the  nice  critto 
in  £uicy  goods  might  be  wholly  ignorant  <^ 
hardware;  and  so  on  thronghont  Oie  whole 
list  of  the  importations.  With  or  without  skiU, 
it  would  be  impOTsible  that  every  appraiser,  in 
so  large  a  nnmber,  should  be  diligent  and  faidi- 
ful.  Some  may  be  too  indolent  and  Indifferent 
to  take  upon  themselves  the  laborious  examina- 
tions which  are  indispensable  to  the  formatiim 
of  correct  judgment ;  some  may  lock  principle, 
and  take  a  douceur  from  the  importer  to  value 
his  goods  low,  and  depress  the  duty ;  or  take 
the  same  douceur  from  the  manufacturers,  to 
value  them  high,  and  enhance  the  duties.  Some 
may  take  one  rule,  and  some  another,  fbr  fidng 
valuations ;  some  may  oonsnlt  invoices ;  some 
may  go  to  auctioneers ;  some  to  men  in  busi- 
ness ;  others  to  men  out  of  business ;  and  some 
may  consult  nobody,  but  rely  upon  the  view  <tf 
their  own  eyes,  the  touch  of  their  own  fingers, 
and  the  taste  of  their  own  tongues,  for  the 
quality  and  valae  of  every  thing  that  '  comes  in 
their  way.  Such  must  be  the  appraisers ;  and 
in  such  hands  an  infinite  diversity  of  values  must 
be  placed  upon  the  Bame  goods  in  different 
ports,  and  a  corresponding  diversity  must 
accrue  in  the  amount  of  duties  and  imposts 
levied  and  collected  upon  them, 

Ur.  B.  objected  to  the  home  valnation,  be- 
cause it  would  destroy  the  effect,  and  tarn  into 
a  mere  illusion  the  ultimate  reduction  to  twenty 
per  cent.,  which  the  bill  proposed,  and  whidi 
was  the  only  indocement  with  anti-tariff  mem- 
bers for  bearing  with  the  heavy  duties  which 
are  to  be  kept  up  for  the  first  seven  years  which 
the  bill  had  to  run.  He  did  not  believe  the 
reduction  would  ever  come  down  to  twenty 
per  cent. ;  but  if  it  should,  the  home  valuation 
attached  immediately,  aiid  converted  that 
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twenty  ioto  abont  thirty  I  The  difference  of 
the  home  and  the  foreign  value  would  be  abont 
one-third  in  the  northern  ports,  and  one-half  in 
the  soathern  ports ;  consequently,  the  basis  of 
calcalation  would  be  enlarged  one-third,  or 
one-half;  hot  the  difference,  in  fiact,  woiiM  be 
adll  greater.  It  ia  t^wnly,  pablioly,  r^>eatedly, 
and  oatentationdy  proclaimed  <n  vAt  floor,  by 
the  friends  the  bill,  that  twenty  per  cent 
ap<m  the  hmne  valuation  ia  more  than  thirty 
per  rent,  on  the  valne  1  Assnme  it  at  thirty, 
and  what  win  be  the  reenlt  I  On  one  hundred 
milliona  of  importations,  the  Government  will 
rec^ve  thirty  millions  of  revenue  instead  of 
twenty:  on  every  hundred  dollars'  worth  of 
goods,  the  consumer  will  pay  thirty  dollars  tax 
instead  of  twenty!  Both  as  a  reduction  of 
revenue  to  the  Government  and  as  a  reduction 
of  tax  to  the  consumer,  the  valuation  oontra- 
dieta  the  ultimate  point  and  main  object  of  the 
bill,  and  renders  it  wholly  deceptive  and  illu- 
aoty. 

Mr.  B.  oUeoted  to  the  home  valnation,  be- 
cause it  woiud  be  injuriuos,  atid  almost  fatal  to 
the  southern  ports.  He  confined  his  remarks  to 
New  Orleans.  The  standard  of  valnation  would 
be  fifteen  or  tweny  per  cent  higher  in  Hew 
Orleans  than  in  New  York,  and  other  northern 
ports.  All  importers  will  ^  to  the  northeastern 
cities,  to  evade  high  dnttea  at  New  Orleans ; 
and  that  great  emporium  of  the  West  will  be 
doomed  to  sink  into  a  mere  exporting  city, 
while  all  the  money  which  it  pays  for  exports 
must  be  carried  off  and  expended  elsewhere  for 
haports.  Without  an  imjurt  trade  no  lAtj  can 
flonrish,  or  even  ftimtsh  a  good  market  fbr 
exports.  It  will  be  drained  of  its  effective  cash, 
and  deprived  of  its  legitimate  gains,  and  must 
languisli  Dar  in  the  rear  of  what  it  would  be  if 
enriched  with  the  profits  of  an  import  trade. 
As  an  exporter,  it  will  buy ;  as  an  importer,  it 
will  sell.  All  buying  end  no  selling  must  im- 
poverish cities  as  well  as  individuals.  New 
Orleans  is  now  a  great  exporting  city ;  she  ex- 
ports more  domestic  productions  than  any  city 
in  the  Union ;  ber  imports  have  been  increasing 
for  some  years ;  and,  with  fair  play,  would  soon 
become  next  to  New  York,  and  furnish  the 
whole  valley  of  the  Misnssippi  with  its  immense 
anppliea  of  ttaeigti  goods ;  but,  under  the  influ- 
raoe  <^  a  home  valnation,  it  must  lose  a  great- 
er part  of  the  import  trade  which  it  now  pos- 
sessea.  In  that  loss  its  wealtli  mnst  dedme ; 
its  d^mcity  to  purchase  produce  for  exportation 
most  decline ;  and  as  the  western  produce  must 
go  there  at  all  events,  every  western  farmer 
will  suffer  a  decline  in  the  value  of  his  own 
productiooa  in  proportion  to  the  decline  of  the 
ability  of  New  Orleans  to  purchase  it  It  was 
as  a  western  citizen  that  he  pleaded  the  caase  of 
New  Orleans,  and  objected  to  this  measnre  of 
homo  valnation,  whicn  was  to  have  the  most 
baleful  effects  upon  ber  prosperity. 

Mr.  B.  further  objected  to  the  home  valuation 
on  account  the  great  additional  expense  it 
would  create;  the  amount  of  patronage  it 


would  confer ;  the  rivalry  it  would  beget  be- 
tween importing  cities ;  and  the  injury  it  would 
occasion  to  merchants  from  the  detention  and 
handling  of  their  goods :  and  concluded  with 
saying,  that  the  home  vuuation  was  the  most 
obnoxious  feature  ever  introduced  into  the  tariff 
acta ;  that  it  was  itself  equivalent  to  a  separate 
tariff  of  ten  per  cent ;  that  it  had  always  been 
resisted,  and  snccessfhlly  roAsted,  by  the  anti- 
tariff  interest  in  the  highest  and  most  palmj 
days  of  the  American  ^stem,  and  oaght  not 
now  to  be  introduced  when  that  system  is  admit- 
ted to  be  nodding  to  its  fall ;  when  its  death  is 
actually  fixed  for  the  80th  day  of  June,  1843, 
and  when  the  restoration  of  bannoniona  fed- 
ings  is  proclaimed  to  be  the  whde  object 
tiiwbill. 

Mr,  Oalhoitn  remarked,  that  the  question 
being  now  about  to  be  put  on  the  amendment 
offend  by  the  Senator  flxun  Eratneky,  it  be- 
came necessary  for  him  to  determine  whether 
he  should  vote  for  or  against  U.  .He  most  bo 
permitted  as^u  to  express  his  regret  that  tbe 
benator  haa  thought  proper  -to  move  it  His 
objection  still  remained  strong  aininst  it ;  but 
as  it  seemed  to  be  admitted,  on  aU  hands,  that 
the  fote  of  the  bill  depended  on  the  fate  of  the 
amendment,  feeling  as  he  did  a  soUdtude  to  see 
the  question  terminated,  he  had  made  up  his 
mind,  not,  however,  without  much  hesitation, 
not  to  interpose  bis  vote  agdnst  the  adoption 
of  the  amendment;  but,  in  voting  for  it  he 
wished  it  to  be  distinctiy  understood,  he  did  it 
apon  two  conditions :  first,  that  no  valuation 
would  be  adopted  that  should  come  in  conflict 
with  the  provision  in  the  constitution  whicAt 
declares  that  duties,  exciset^  and  imposts  shall 
be  tmiform ;  and  In  the  next  place,  that  none 
would  be  adopted  which  woula  make  the  duties 
themselves  a  part  of  the  ' element  of  a  home 
valuation.  He  felt  himself  justified  in  conclud- 
ing that  none  such  would  be  adopted;  as  it  had 
been  declared  by  the  supporters  of  the  amend- 
ment that  no  mch  regulation  was  contemplated ; 
and,  in  fact,  he  could  not  imagine  that  any  sudi 
could  be  contemplated,  whatever  interpreta- 
tion might  be  attempted  hereafter  to  be  given 
to  the  expression  of  the  home  market  The 
first  could  Boorcdy  be  contemplated,  asit  would 
be  in  violation  of  the  conatitntion  itself;  nor 
the  latter,  as  it  would,  by  necessary  conse- 
quence restore  the  vexy  duties  which  it  waa  the 
object  of  this  bUI  to  reduce,  and  would  involve 
the  glaring  absurdity  of  imposing  duties  on 
duties,  taxes  on  taxes.  Be  wished  the  reporters 
for  the  public  press  to  notice  particularly  what 
he  said,  as  he  intended  his  declaration  to  be 
part  of  the  proceedings. 

Believing,  then,  for  the  reason  which  he  had 
stated,  that  it  waa  not  contemplated  that  any 
regulation  of  the  home  valuation  should  oonae 
in  confiictwith  the  provision  of  the  constitution 
which  he  had  cited,  nor  involve  tite  ftlMurdity 
of  laying  taxes  upon  taxes,  he  had  made  up  hu 
mind  to  vote  in  favor  of  the  amendment 

Ur.  Smith  said,  any  dedaration  of  the  views 
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ud  motivw  under  which  any  individoal  Senator 
might  now  Tote  could  have  no  inflnence  in 
1642 ;  they  would  be  forgotten  long  before 
that  time  hod  arrived.  The  law  mmt  rest  npon 
the  interpretation  of  its  words  alone. 

Mr.  CsiMOxm  said  he  could  not  help  that ; 
be  should  endeaTor  to  do  his  dnty. 

Hr.  Clattoh  said  there  was  certainly  no 
ambignity  whatevCT  in  the  phnaeoloCT  ta  the 
ameadment.  In  advocating  it,  he  hu  dedred 
to  deeetve  no  man ;  he  sincerely  hraed  do  one 
mndd  saffbr  himsdf  to  be  deceived  by  it. 

The  amendment  of  Mr,  Olat,  fixing  the  prin- 
dple  of  home  valuation  as  a  part  of  the  bill, 
was  then  adopted  by  the  following  vote : 

Yus.— Messrs.  Bell,  Black,  Bibb,  Calhoon.  Cham- 
bers, Clay,  Clajtou,  Ewlag,  Foot,  Freliugharsen, 
Hill,  Holmes,  Johnston,  King,  Knight,  Miller, 
Hoore,  Naudiio,  Pt^dexter,  FreDtias-Bives,  Rob- 
bins,  ^)ragae,  TomUason,  ^ler,  WUkins— 28. 

NAT8.-4lesin.  Benton,  BucltneF,  Dallas,  Dicker- 
Bon,  Dudley,  Forsyth,  Orandy,  ^UM,  Roblnsoa, 
Seymour,  Bilsbee,  Snuth,  Waggiunan,  Webstar, 
Wlute,  Wri^it— 16. 


Satdsdat,  February  28. 

77u  Tariff— Seduction  of  Jhitia — Compromite 

Ml. 

The  Senate  reenmed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  modify  the  tariff  laws ;  the  question 
being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  to  change 
the  eecond  section  so  as  to  pemut  the  duties  on 
plfun#,  kerseys,  and  Kendal  cottons,  costing 
under  thirty-five  cents  per  square  yard,  to  be 
imported  at  five  per  cent,  as  fixed  by  the  act 
of  1832,  instead  of  increasing  the  duties  on 
those  manofiictnree  to  fifty  per  cent,  as  was 
proposed  By  the  bill. 

Mr.  WntaHT  supported  the  amendment  The 
great  and  leading  objects  for  which  tbia  meas- 
ure had  been  supported  was  to  diminish  the 
burdens  of  the  South,  and  reduce  the  revenue. 
How  t&Qier  of  these  was  to  be  accomplished  by 
increasing  the  duty  upon  an  article  of  great  im- 
portance to  that  section  from  five  to  fifty  per 
cent,  which  would  add  at  least  half  a  million 
to  the  revenue,  he  had  not  been  able  to  per- 
ceive. On  the  other  hand,  it  appeared  to  be 
precisely  contrary  to  the  avowed  object  of  the 
mends  of  the  bill,  of  whom  he  professed  to  be 
one.  When  the  dnty  cm  these  woollens  had 
been  redaoedf  the  last  seadon,  to  fire  per  cent, 
as  an  act  (tf  ecmofllatitHito  the  South,  the  whole 
dnty  was  taken  from  the  wool,  which  entered 
into  that  description  of  manufacture,  by  way  of 
counterpoise.  To  raise  this  du^  to  fifty  per 
cent,  without  rdnst^ng  the  correeponding 
duty  on  the  raw  material,  he  r^pirded  as  alto- 
gether impolitic. 

Mr.  Foot  said,  this  was  an  important  feature 
of  the  biR  in  which  his  constituents  had  a  great 
interest  Gentlemen  from  the  South  had  agreed 
to  it ;  and  they  were  abundantly  capable  of 
guarding  their  own  interests. 

Mr.  Ci.Kr  said  the  whole  bill  was  based  npon 
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the  principle  of  compromise.  The  provision 
proposed  to  be  struck  out  was  an  essential  part 
of  this  compromise,  which,  if  8tm<^  ont,  would 
destroy  the  effect  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  was  sorry  to  hear  from  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Olat)  that  he  re- 
garded this  increase  of  the  burdens  of  the  South 
as  an  essential  feature  <^  this  scheme  of  com- 
promise. The  Smate,  in  adopting  the  lainoiple 
of  borne  vfllaatilm,  had  duuagea  the  or^nal 
plan,  in  his  opinlcm,  much  for  the  worse ;  he 
now  hoped  they  would  change  this  part  of  the 
bill  for  the  better.  He  renrded  it  as  hi^ly 
important  to  the  whole  Soutii,  with  the  ezcep- 
tion  of  a  small  part  of  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  Bdokkkr  advocated  the  interests  of  the 
West,  which  he  said  had  been  entirely  over- 
looked in  this  compromise  between  the  North 
and  Sonth.  After  explaining  those  interests  at 
large,  Mr.  6.  declared  his  intention  of  anpporting 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  Bbll  opposed  the  amendment.  The 
passage  of  the  bill  depended  upon  it  If  it  was 
adopted,  he  shonld  fMu  compelled  to  vote  agi^nst 
the  Un.  As  to  the  interests  of  the  West  he 
believed  the  lead  and  iron  were  more  hi^ilj 
protected,  at  least  until  1841,  than  wo(^mul 
As  to  what  would  take  place  hereafter,  no  one 
could  now  foreeee.  No  pledge  could  now  be 
given  to  bind  the  ftiture  legislation  of  Oongress. 
It  was  altogether  fhtile  to  conuder  any  measure 
in  that  light  We  must  presume  that  fntnre 
l^slation  will  be  what  it  ought  to  be,  in  view 
of  the  ^eat  interests  of  the  country. 

Mr.  WmoaT-had  heard  nothing  in  support  of 
thb  proviuon  of  the  bilL  which  proposed  to 
increase  the  duties  trcm  five  to  fifty  per  cent, 
which  bad  convinced  him  that  it  was  conoilia- 
Uxrj  to  Ihe  Booth,  ta  effectual  as  a  means  of 
reducing  the  revenue.  Upon  the  principles  on 
whidi  the  bill  had  been  placed,  it  certainly 
would  be  improved  hy  atrikittg  ont  this  provi- 
sion. 

Mr,  Ohaicbbbs  said  it  wah  impossible  for  him 

to  vote  for  the  bill^  as  a  measure  originating  in 
the  Senate,  while  it  contained  this  provsion  for 
increasing  the  duties.  By  the  constitution,  the 
Senate  could  originate  no  such  measure.  If 
this  featnro  were  struck  out,  he  should  most 
cheerfully  support  the  bill. 

Mr.  Button  requested  that  Mr.  Oauiook, 
who  had  temporarily  left  his  Beat,  might  be 
aent  for. 

Itx.  Moon  inquired  if  the  gentlemui  wished 
to  impeach  Mr.  Oxuaovs  ? 

Mr.  Bbston  did  not  He  only  wanted  the 
benefit  of  bis  testimony. 

Mr.  Calooitx  having  taken  his  seat, 

Mr.  BaimtN  stated,  that  some  years  pt^  he 
had  introdaoed  a  bill  which  provided  for  a 
reduction  of  tdnties  to  a  large  extent,  bat  in- 
creased the  rate  of  doty  upon  some  particular 
articles.  It  had  then  been  decided  by  the  pre- 
siding officer  of  the  Senate,  that  being  a  bill  to 
raise  revenue,  it  could  not  boustitutionall/ 
originate  in  the  Senate.    He  asked  for  the 
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benefit  of  the  testimony  of  the  gentleman  who 
then  presided  over  the  deliberations  of  the 
Senate,  to  bear  him  oat  la  the  correotneesof  his 
atstonent 

Hr.  Oalhouh  sud,  the  constitution  nnqaes- 
tionably  provided  that  all  bills  fbr  raising 
revenue  siiall  originate  in  the  Honee  of  Repre- 
sentatives. Whe^er  the  constitutional  qaestiou 
was  decided  in  the  case  referred  to,  or  the  bill 
went  off  npon  a  question  of  order,  he  did  not 
distincUT-  recollect,  though  other  Senators 
Buf^t.  Bis  impresrion  was,  that  no  deoUon 
was  made  on  the  oonstitatioiul  question. 

Mr.  Foot  recollected  the  case,  and  was  con- 
fident that  only  a  question  of  order  was  r^secL 
and  the  constitutional  question  was  not  decided 
by  the  Ohwr. 

Ur.  Bknton  then  expired  the  provisions  of 
the  bill  to  which  he  referred,  and  compared 
them  witii  the  present.  He  regarded  them  as 
standing  on  the  same  ground.  The  question  of 
order,  if  it  was  to  be  so  called,  was  dedded 
against  that  bill,  upon  the  constitutional  oUec- 
tion  that  it  was  not  competent  to  introduce 
such  a  measure  into  the  Senate.* 

Mr.  Foot  said  the  bill  reared  to  proposed 
the  oommoioement  of  a  revenne  system,  which 
had  not  before  existed,  uid  clearly  came  within 
the  constitutional  objection.  This  bill  is  not 
intended  to  raise,  but  to  reduce  the  revenue. 
The  objection  did  not  apply  to  this  measure. 

Mr.  SinrH  sud,  gentiem«i  seemed  inclined 
to  make  the  constitation  support  whatever 
might  agree  with  their  fancies. 

Mr.  DioKERSON  said,  whether  the  rate  of  duty 
was  rdsed  or  lowered,  the  law  was  equally  one 
fbr  rising  revenue  within  the  constitution. 
The  distinction  was  an  absurdity. 

Mr.  Cqahbkbs  regarded  the  constitutional 
ol^eotion  as  insnrmoontable.  WiUi  great  re- 
gret he  should  be  CMnpelled  to  vote  against  the 
bm  if  this  praviuon  remained  In  it.  The  bill 
dundd  have  come  firom  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  had'stated  this  objection  to  the 
introduction  of  the  bill ;  but,  having  been  over- 
ruled, and  the  bill  havilig  origiuated  in  the 
Senate  notwithstanding  we  constitution,  he 
could  peroaive  no  prohibition  agiunst  its  pas- 

r.  Chaubbbs  had  supposed  the  objection 
agunst  the  iotrodnotion  of  the  biU  to  have  been 
w^ved,  for  the  puipose  of  discussing  its  provi- 
nons.  He  regarded  tbe  present  as  the  proper 
time  for  taking  the  objeotion. 

Mr.  SiLSBU  ODold  not  vote  for  the  bill  in  the 
fltee  of  the  constitution,  whioh  expresdy  pro- 
hibited its  oi^^nating  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BuoKsrxB  oould  not  agree  with  the 
Senator  from  Georgia,  (Mr-  Fobstth,)  that  the 
introduction  of  the  bill  had  done  ftway  the 
objection.  For  this  reason.  If  no  other,  he 
should  vote  i^ainst  it. 

Mr.  SurrH  could  not  see  how  the  constitu- 
t^oaai  quMtion  could  be  eettied.  If  the  Senate 
passed  tha  bill,  and  the  Honae  oononrred  in  it^ 


tiiere  was  on  end  of  the  otjediim.  The  ori^ 
of  the  bill  could  never  be  Inquired  into  here* 
sfter. 

Mr.  Fbbuhohftskit  r^parded  tiie  constitu- 
tional difficulty  as  altogether  insuperable. 
Having  token  a  solemn  oath  to  support  tiie 
constitution,  he  could  not,  however  agreeable 
to  his  wishes,  give  his  assent  to  a  measure 
orig^ating  in  the  Senate,  in  violation  of  its 
express  pro  viuons. 

Mr.  Bibb  considered  it  dear  that  a  bill  to 
reduce  tiie  revenue  might  originate  in  the 
Senate.  Such  a  biU  oonldnotoe  called  a  bill 
to  raise  revenue ;  and  this  diatlsotion  hod  al- 
ready been  sanctioned  by  t}w  Senate. 

Mr.  DioKBBsoN  sud  a  nngle  word  would 
destroy  that  distinction  in  the  present  case.  If 
this  bill  passed,  under  what  law  would  revenue 
be  rused  after  1842,  excepting  the  present, 
which  provided  for  duties  of  twenty  per  cent, 
after  that  period  1 

Mr.  WiuuNs  moved  an  adjonmment,  which 
was  lost — yeas  14,  nays  81. 

Mr.  SinTH  modified  his  propontion  to  amend, 
by  moving  to  strike  out  the  whole  of  the  second, 
section  of  the  biU,  which  reads  as  follows : 

Skc.  2.  And  be  it  fvrthtr  maeted,  That  so  nmch 
of  tbe  second  sectfon  of  the  act  of  the  14th  of  July 
aforesaid,  as  fixes  tbe  rate  of  duty  on  all  milled 
and  fulled  cloth,  knoTU  by  tbe  name  of  plains,  ker- 
seya,  or  Kendal  cottons,  of  which  wool  la  tbe  only 
material,  the  valoe  whereof  does  not  exceed  thirty- 
five  cents  a  square  yard,  at  five.per  ceoL  ad  valor^ 
em,  shall  be,  and  tbe  some  In,  hereby  repealed. 
And  the  said  articles  shall  be  suUect  to  the  same 
duty  of  fifty  pw  cent,  as  is  provided  by  tffe  said 
second  BecnoD  for  other  mannbetnres  of  wool; 
which  duty  shall  be  liable  to  the  same  deductions 
as  are  prescribed  by  the  first  section  of  tUs  act. 

Mr.  Bbntost  was  opposed  to  thisseotiou,  an^ 
therefore,  in  favor  of  striking  it  out  He  said 
it  was  contrary  to  the  whole  tenor  and  poUcj 
of  the  bill,  and  presented  the  strange  oontndio* 
tion  of  multiplying  duties  tenfold,  upon  an 
article  of  prime  necesuty,  used  ezclosively  by 
the  laboring  part  of  the  community,  while 
reducing  duties,  or  abolishing  them  in  toto,  upon 
every  article  used  by  the  rich  and  luxurious. 
Silks  were  to  be  free ;  cambrics  and  fine  linens 
were  to  be  free ;  muslins,  and  cassimeres,  and 
broadcloths  were  to  be  reduced ;  but  the  coarse 
wooUois,  worn  by  tiie  laborers  of  every  color 
and eveiy occupation,  (tf  every  aex  and<rf every 
age,  brad  or  free— taese  coarse  woollens,  neoea- 
aary  to  shelter  them  irom  cold  and  damn,  are 
to  be  pnt  up  tenfold  in  point  of  tax,  and  the 
cost  of  procuring  them  doubled  to  the  weuer. 
He  Stowed  the  annual  amount  of  the  tax  to  be 
imposed  by  this  section.  It  applied  to  the 
woollen  goods  costing  less  than  thirty-five  cents 
the  square  yard;  the  annual  imp<Htation  of 
that  description  of  goods  was  shown  in  the 
oustom-bonse  returns  to  be  oue  million  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars'  worth.  The  tax  on  tbi^ 
amount  would  be  fifty  thousand  dollars  by  the 
bill  of  1682;  it  will  be  fire  hundred  titonsand 
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dollars  if  this  sectioD  is  retained;  with  the 
chaoce  of  oomiDg  domi,  by  small  periodical 
redacUons,  to  two  handiw  thousand  dollars  in 
1 843.  Thiu,  a  tax  oa  a  necessary  of  life— on  an 
article  ezolosirely  used  bj  the  poor  and  the 
laborer— is  to  be  raised  tenfold  off  hand,  for 
the  ohanoe  of  coming  down  to  fourfold  in  nine 
7«ara.  Bi)t  it  never  win  oome  down  to  four- 
fold. "WlMther  the  twt  goes  into  full  efltet,  and 
works  tbroQi^  its  destined  term  of  nine  years, 
and  attains  its  prcmiised  ^orj  in  1843:  or 
whether  it  is  broken  np  before  the  period  of 
gestation  is  half  ont,  the  result,  in  wtner  event, 
will  be  the  same  to  these  coarse  woollens.  If 
the  act  is  broken,  the  dntie&  in  their  descend- 
ing coarse,  will  be  stopped  at  thirty-five  or 
thirty-eight  per  oentb ;  if  the  act  is  carried  out, 
then  the  home  valuaticm,  provided  for  in  this 
bill,  will  attach  upon  these  woollens  as  the 
standard  of  their  valoe.  The  American  value, 
and  not  the  foreign  cost,  will  be  the  basis  of 
oompntaUon  for  Uie  twenty  per  cent  The 
difiwanee,  when  all. Is  fiur,  is  abont  tlurty-five 
per  cent  in  the  Talne ;  so  th^  an  importation 
of  coarse  woollens,  ooeting  one  million  in 
EnropCj  and  now  to  pay  five  per  cent  on  that 
cost,  will  be  valued,  if  ^  is  fair,  at  one  million 
three  hundred  and  fifty  thuasand  dollars ;  and 
the  twenty  per  cent  will  be  oalcolated  on  that 
SQin,  and  will  give  two  hundred  and  seventy 
thousand  dollars,  instead  of  two  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  for  th&  quantum  of  the  tax.  It 
will  be  near  sixfold,  instead  of  fonrfold,  and 
that  if  all  is  fair ;  but  if  there  are  grosa  errors 
or  gross  frauds  in  the  roluiaion,  as  every  human 
bung  knows  there  mnsC  be,  uie  real  tax  may 
be  far  above  MxfbkL  On  tins  very  floor,  ai^ 
in  this  very  debate,  we  bear  it  oompnted,  by 
way  of  recommending  this  bill  to  the  manufto- 
tnrera,  that  the  twenty  ^  cent  on  the  statute 
book  will  exceed  thirty  in  the  cnstom-house. 

Mr.  B.  animadverted  on  the  reason  which 
was  allied  for  this  extraordinary  angmentiUion 
of  duties  in  a  bill  which  was  to  reduce  duties. 
The  reason  was  candidly  expressed  on  this  floor. 
There  were  a  few  small  manufactoriea  of  these 
woollens  in  ConnecUout;  and  unless  these 
manufactories  be  protected  by  an  increase  of 
duties,  certain  members  avow  their  determina- 
tion to  vote  ogunst  the  whole  bill  I  This  is  the 
aeeret-Hio  1  not  a  seoret^  for  it  is  wodaimed. 
Two  or  three  littie  fiustnies  in  Omneotiout 
must  be  proteeted :  and  that  by  imposing  an 
annual  tax  vpoa  the  wearers  of  these  coarse 
woollens  of  four  or  five  times  the  value  of  the 
fise-simple  estate  d  the  factories.  Better  far, 
as  a  point  of  economy  and  justice,  to  purchase 
them  and  bum  them.  The  whole  American 
system  is  to  be  ^ven  up  in  the  year  1843 ;  and 
why  impose  an  annual  tax  of  near  five  hnn^^d 
thonBaod  dollars,  upon  the  laboring  community, 
to  prolong,  for  a  few  years,  a  few  sm^ 
branches  of  that  system,  when  the  whole  bill 
has  the  axe  to  the  root,  and  nods  to  its  fidl ! 
But,  (sidd  Mr.  B.,)  these  manufactories  of  coarse 
woMMii%  to  be  protected  by  this  Mil,  are  not 
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even  American  manufactories ;  they  are  rather 
Asiatic  establiabmenta  in  America ;  for  they  get 
their  wool  from  Asia,  and  not  from  America. 
The  importation  of  this  wool  is  one  million  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds  weight ;  it 
comes  chiefly  from  Smyrna,  and  ooeta  less  than 
eight  cents  a  pound.  It  was  made  free  <^  duty 
at  the  last  session  oi  CongresL  as  an  eqnivaloat 
to  these  very  mannfiutories  tar  the  i«dnotloa 
of  tiie  dn^  on  coarse  woollens  to  five  per  cent 
The  two  measures  went  together,  and  were^ 
each,  a  consideration  for  the  other.  Before 
that  time,  and  by  the  act  of  1828,  this  coarse 
wool  was  heavily  dntied  for  the  benefit  of  the 
home  wool  growers.  It  was  subjected  to  a 
double  duty,  one  of  four  cents  on  the  pound, 
and  the  other  of  fifty  per  cent  on  the  value. 
As  a  measure  of  compromise,  this  donble  duty 
was  abolished  at  the  last  session.  The  wool  for 
these  factories  was  admitted  duty  free,  and,  as 
an  equivalent  to  the  community,  the  woollens 
made  ont  of  the  correqwuding  kind  of  .wool 
were  admitted  at  a  nuninal  anty.  It  was  a 
harg^n,  entered  into  in  open  Congress^  and 
sealed  with  all  the  forms  of  law.  Kow,  m  six 
months  after  the  bargain  was  made,  it  is  to  be 
broken.  The  manufactnrers  ore  to  have  the 
duty  on  woollens  run  up  to  fifty  per  cent  for 
protection,  and  are  still  to  receive  tiie  foreign 
wool  free  of  dnty.  In  plain  English,  they  are 
to  retun  the  pay  which  was  given  them  for 
reducing  the  duties  on  these  coarse  wooUanfl, 
and  they  are  to  have  the  duties  restored. 

Hr.  B.  considered  this  incruase  of  duties  on 
this  partlcolar  article  as  the  most  offenuve  part 
oi  the  bill.  It  not  only  restored  the  dnty 
bat  made  it  higher  than  it  ever  was  bdbra , 
bilker  than  it  was  in  the  acts  ct  lB84-'28; 
h^hw  than  it  ever  had  betti  on  the  American 
statute  book ;  and  this  purely  and  dmply  finr 
proteotitm,  as  it  is  avowed  and  proclaimed  on 
tills  floor. 

Mr.  Waaarxs  sMd,  the  constitutional  question 
must  be  regarded  as  important ;  but  it  was  one 
which  could  not  be  settied  by  the  Senate.  It 
was  purely  a  question  of  privilege,  and  the 
decision  of  it  belonged  atone  to  the  Bouse.  The 
Senate,  by  the  oonstitotion,  could  not  originate 
bills  for  raising  revenue.  It  was  of  no  conse- 
quence whether  the  rate  of  duty  were  increased 
or  decreased ;  if  it  was  a  mon«y  bill,  it  belcmff' 
ed  to  the  House  to  originate  it  In  the  House 
there  was  a  Committee  of  Vfnj^  and  Means  or- 
ganized expressly  fbr  snoh  o1iy^<>'">  There  was 
no  such  committee  of  the  Senate.  Theconatitn- 
tional  provision  was  taken  from  the  praetioe 
the  British  Parliament,  whose  usages  were  well 
known  to  the  framers  of  the  constitution,  with 
the  modification  that  the  Senate  might  alter 
and  amend  mcmey  bills,  which  was  deaieil  by 
the  House  of  Commons  to  that  of  Lords,  This 
subject  belonged  exclusively  to  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives.  The  attempt  to  evade  the 
question  by  contending  that  the  present  bill 
was  intended  for  protection  and  not  revenue, 
afibcded  no  reliei;  fbr  it  was  proteotum  by 


TIU  Tariff— £tdiutiom  ^  DutUt — Compromm  Bill. 


Digitized  by 


PEBATES  OF  COXQBESa 


119. 


FDunuKT,  1888L] 

menu  oi  revenue.  It  was  not  the  less  a  money 
Un  from  its  object  bdng  protection.  After 
18^  this  bill  would  raise  the  revenne,  or  it 
voold  not  be  raised  bj  esistiog  laws.  He  was 
altogether  opposed  to  the  provisicms  of  this 
Inll;  bnt  this  otjection  was  one  which  it 
belonged  to  the  Hoom  to  make. 

Hr.  Cut  said,  the  question  had  been  decided 
again  and  again  that  the  Senate  might  originate 
a  bill  of  SQcfa  a  character.  The  main  object  in 
the  bill  was  not  revenue,  bat  protection.  He 
hoped  on  this  occasion  ^e  Senate  would  exer- 
cise the  power  it  had  heretofore  done  in  favor  of 
this  bin,  which  was  r^arded  on  all  fddes  as  a 
measnre  of  condliatioD  and  corapromise.  He 
regretted  ibat  aaj  oUeetlon  should  have  arisen 
frran  any  quarter  to  toe  beneficent  action  of  the 
Smate  upon  this  distracting  subject.  He  flat- 
tered himself  that  the  passage  of  this  bill  would 
agun  bring  the  citizens  of  tne  various  sections 
of  the  country  together  like  a  band  of  brothers. 
Would  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  (Hr. 
'WxitsTKB)  send  his  hill  forth  alone  without  this 
measure  of  conciliation  1  He  hoped  not.  He 
feared  such  a  course  would  not  c^m  the  agita- 
tions which  now  convulse  the  nation  and 
threaten  the  integrity  of  the  Union. 
Mr.  Webster  sidd,  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
Out)  had  ^ken  of  the  VSti  whitdi  had 
reported  from  Judiciary  Committee  as 
Ida  bill.  It  was  no  more  his  bill  than  it  was 
that  gentieman's.  Hie  Senator  fhnn  Eentacky 
had  expressed  himself  to  be  as  much  in  favor  of 
that  bill  as  he  had  himself.  The  ouly  differ- 
ence between  them  in  this  particular  was,  that 
he  happened  to  have  been  a  member  of  the 
cfHomittee  from  which  the  bill  had  l>eea  report- 
ed. He  bad  no  ohjectiou  to  conciliation,  which 
had  been  so  much  spoken  of.  He  objected  to 
this  measure,  not  because  it  was  a  measure  of 
oondliation,  but  because  it  was  one  the  country 
would  never  .consent  to  see  carried  out.  Upon 
pn^r  prindples,  he  would  ^  as  far  in  favor 
<tf  conciliation  as  any  man.  The  Senator  from 
Sentocky  (Mr.  Clat)  says  the  object  of  the  bill 
iA  protection,  and  therefore  it  is  not  a  bill  to 
raise  revenue.  Can  such  considerations  1>e 
gone  into  in  determining  (Jie  constitutionality 
of  a  measnre  t  This  is  the  veiy  doctrine  of  the 
South  Carolina  ordinance.  The  bill  before  us 
illnstrates  its  absurdity  The  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  sapporta  it  from  one  motive ;  others, 
from  another  motive.  One,  because  it  secures 
protection ;  another,  because  It  destroys  pro- 
tection. One  half  of  its  friends  vote  for  it 
with  the  sole  view  to  protectlcai ;  the  other  half 
because  it  only  raises  revmue.  It  isimposMble 
to  settle  grave  constitutional  questions  upon 
I^ndples  wUch  can  never  be  known  bat  to 
the  Searcher  hearts. 

The  motion  to  itrike  ont  tiu  second  section 
was  negatived  by 

'  Txis. — Xenrs.  Benton,  Bnckner,  BallBfl,  Dudley, 
Fonvtb,  Gmndy,  Esoe,  King,  Robinson,  Siltbee, 
Mth,  Webrter,  White,  Wri^t— 14. 
Nats.— McBBca,  Bi^  Mbb.  Bh^,  Oalhoan,  Glay, 
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Clayton,  Dickersou,  E«ing,  Foot,  FrelingfanyseB, 
Hendricks,  Hfrimes,  Johnston,  Knight,  Uansum, 
Miller,  lloore,  Naudain,  Ptundexter,  Pren^M,  lUves, 
Robbinfi,  Sevmour,  Sprague,  Tlirton,  TomUnson, 
Troup,  Tyler,  Wilkins— 29. 

Mr.  FoBsTTH  moved  to  strike  out  the  third 
and  sixth  sections  of  the  tnll,  which  attempt  to 
bind  all  future  Coiiffressea  until  the  year  1843, 
was  negatived,  as  fdlows : 

Tkab. — Messrs.  Benton,  Bnokner,  Dallu,  Dickei^' 
SOD,  Dudley,  Forsyth,  Ksne,  Kulght,  Robinaon, 
Seymour,  Sflibee,  SmHb,  Wdwter— IS. 

Nats.— Hesnv.  Bell,  Bibb,  Black,  Ctlboan,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Ewing,  Foot,  Onindr,  Holmes,  Jobnston, 
King,  Hangum,  Miller,  Moore,  Naadain,  P<^n- 
dexter,  Prentiss,  lUTea,  BoUrfos,  Spragoe,  Upton, 
Tomlinson,  Tronp,  Tyler,  White,  WQkins,  Wri|^l 
—28. 


Seduction  of  Drawhaet  in  proportion  to  the 
reduetion  Duty. 

Mr.  Bbktoit  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  a  new  section,  the  object  of  which  was 
to  mske  a  reduction  of  the  drawbacks  allowed 
on  the  exportation  of  artides  manufactured  in 
the  United  States  from  foreign  materials  subject 
to  duty,  in  the  same  proportion  as  the  redneratm 
made  in  the  duties  by  this  bilL 

Mr.  B.  Bud  that  uiia  motion  did  not  extend 
to  the  general  system  of  drawbacks,  but  only 
to  those  special  cases  in  which  the  exporter 
was  authorized  to  draw  from  tiie  treasury  tiie 
amount  of  money  which  he  had  paid  into  it  on 
the  importation  of  the  materials  which  he  had 
manufactured.  The  amount  of  drawback  to 
be  allowed  in  every  case  had  been  adjusted  to. 
the  amount  of  duty  paid ;  and  as  all  these 
duties  were  to  be  periodically  reduced  by  the 
bill,  it  would  follow,  as  a  natural  consequence, 
that  the  drawback  should  undergo  equal  reduc- 
tions at  the  same  time,  Mr.  B.  would  illustrate 
his  motion  by  stating  a  ringle  case — the  case  of 
refined  sugar.  The  drawback  payable  on  this 
sugar  was  five  cents  a  pound.  These  five'centa 
rested  apon  a  duty  of  toree  cents,  now  payable 
on  the  importation  of  fioreign  brown  sugar.  It 
was  ascertained  that  it  required  nearly  two 
pounds  of  brown  sugar  to  mue  a  pound  of  re- 
fined sugar,  and  five  cents  was  held  to  be  tiie 
amount  of  duty  paid  on  the  quantity  of  brown 
sugar  which  made  the  pound  of  refined  sugar.  It 
was  simply  a  reinibursement  of  what  he  had 
paid.  By  this  bill  the  duty  of  foreign  brown 
sugar  will  be  reduced  Immediately  to  two  and  a 
half  cents  a  pound,  and  afterwards  will  be 

fteriodically  rcuuced  until  the  year  1842,  when 
t  will  he  tmt  six-tenths  of  s  coit — very  little 
m(n«  tiian  one-sixtii  of  the  duty  when  five 
cents  the  pound  were  allowed  for  a  drawback. 
Now,  if  the  drawback  is  not  reduced  in  pr<^r^ 
tion  to  thereduction  of  the  duty  on  the  raw  sugar, 
two  very  injurious  consequences  will  result  to 
the  pobUo :  first,  that  a  large  sum  of  monegr 
will  tn  annually  taken  out  of  the  treasury  in 
gratuitous  bounties  to suAar refiners;  iudnexl^ 
that  the  oonsnmen  (rf  reUied  sugar  will  have  to 
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pay  more  for  Amerioan  refined  mgar  than 
foreigners  will;  fw  the  refiners,  getUng  a 
boontr  of  five  eente  a  ponod  on  ul  that  is 
upotted,  will  KCport  all,  unless  the  American 
ooosnmer  wiU  pay  the  boanty  also.  Kr,  B. 
eonld  not  undertake  to  say  bow  much  money 
wonld  be  drawn  from  the  treaaary,  as  a  mere 
bonnty,  if  this  amendment  did  not  prevail.  It 
most,  however,  be  great.  The  drawl)aok  was 
now  freqaently  a  hnndred  thoasand  dollars  a 

Sear,  and  great  frands  were  committed  to  obtain 
L  Fraads  to  amonnt  of  forty  thoasand 
ddlars  a  year  bad  been  detected^  and  this  while 
flw  Indnoement  was  snull  and  moonsiderable ; 
bat,  as  fast  aathi^  indnoement  swells  ftwn  year 
to  year,  the  temptataon  to  commit  fran^  must 
increase;  and  the  amount  drawn  by  fraud,  add- 
ed to  that  drawn  by  the  letter  of  the  law, 
most  l>e  enormous.  Mr.  B.  did  not  thiok  it 
necessary  to  illnstrate  his  motion  by  fartlier 
examples,  but  said  there  were  other  caaes 
which  would  be  as  strong  as  that  of  refined 
sugar ;  and  Justice  to  the  public  required  all  to 
be  checked  at  once,  by  ad(^ting  the  amend- 
ment he  had  offered. 

After  a  few  words  trom  Hr.  Oalbouv,  Kr. 
Smith,  Hr.  Foibiibxtbb,  Mr.  Foot,  and  Mr. 
Vw-fw,  the  quesdon  vaa  dedded  by 

Teas.— Messrs.  Benton,  Bookner,  Cbltaoan,  DaUu, 
DiekWBtMi,  Dudley,  Forsyth,  Johnston,  Kane,  KUi$, 
BiTes,  BobioBon,  Seymour,  TemliDson,  Webster, 
White,  WilUos,  Wright— 18. 

K^Ts.— Msssrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Black,  Clsy,  CUyton, 
Ewiog,  Foot,  Qrundy,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  Koigbt, 
Xaacum,  Miller,  Moore,  Nuidun^  Foiodeiter,  Pren- 
tiss^ Bobbins,  SUsbee,  Sodth,  ^rsgue,  Upton,  Troup, 
Tylei^-S4. 

^16  question  waa  then  pnt  on  the  third  read- 
Ins  of  the  bUI,  and  carried,  without  a  diviuon 
beug  called. 


Monday,  February  25. 
7%e  Tariff— Uiduetion  ^ ^  Dutiet — Compromite 

Ur-  CLA.T  rose  and  stated,  that  inasmuch  as 
it  was  represented  ttiat  the  House  of  Kepresent- 
ativee  had  just  now  passed  a  bill,  similar,  if 
not  identicu,  in  its  provisions  to  the  one  before 
the  Senate,  and  it  was  believed  it  would,  to- 
morrow, be  presented  to  the  Senate  to  sanction, 
it  would  obviate  the  reasons  for  a  longer  con- 
tinuance of  a  laborious  di^'a  aesdoQ  of  this 
body,  and  also  snperaede  the  objections  cf  some 
Sraiatora,  who  t)elieved  the  Senate  was  not  the 
proper  place  for  tiie  origin  of  tiiis  biU.  He, 
therefore,  moved  tiiat  the  Senate  adjourn. 

The  motion  waa  carried,  and  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 

Tctbdat,  Febmory  26. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  modify  the  existing  tariff  (Mr.  Cut's  bill, 
which  was  introdooed  yesterday  in  tiie  Hoose, 


and  passed  ta-dEy,)waB  brought  into  the  Senate, 
by  WM  Olerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
with  a  meraage  from  the  House,  requesting  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate  thereto;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  aad  ordered  to  a  second  reading.* 

Mr.  Clat  then  oi>serTed,  that  he  liad  no  dis- 
position, without  the  assent  of  the  Senate,  to 
hasten  the  bill.  He  left  it  to  them  to  nay 
whether  it  should  be  read  a  second  time  that 
evening.  There  was  no  necessity,  he  presumed, 
to  refer  it  to  a  committee,  as  the  same  bill,  in 
terms,  had  been  before  a  select  one,  and  anffi- 
cientiy  discussed ;  and,  indeed,  the  rales  of  the 
Senate  did  not  require  it  He  would  be  satisfied 
with  acting  on  it  to-morrow,  or  the  next  daj. 

Objection  being  made  to  its  second  reading 
to-day, 

The  bill  introduced  by  Kr.  Clat,  to  modify 
the  tariff^  which  was  before  the  Senate  when 
it  adjoomed  yesterday,  then  came  np  as  the 
unfinished  bonness,  and  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 


Wbdhksdat,  February  27. 
The  Tar^f. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives! 
to  modify  the  act  of  the  14th  of  July,  and  otiier 
acts  imposing  duties  on  imports,  was  taken  up, 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Clat  moved  that  the  bill  be  reported  to 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  Gedndt  inquired  if  the  Senator  from 
Kentocky  had  examioed  the  bill  to  ascertain 
if  it  was  the  same  as  the  bill  which  had  been 
before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Olat  re^ed  in  the  affirmative;  and 
said,  that  he  believed  it  oorreqionded  wctd  for 
word  with  the  other  bllL 

The  bill  waa  reported  without  amendment, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

Amedean  Stat*  Papvn. 

Mr.  Ohaubibb  moved  to  postpone  the  preced- 
ing orders,  for  the  purpose  oi  taking  up  the 
jomt  resoluttcn  extending  the  subscription 
made  to  the  comjdlatlott  of  doonments,  now  in 
progress  by  Gales  and  Seaton,  to  the  oontinoa- 
tion  of  the  same ;  which  waa  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  was  then  read  a  second  time, 
and  considered  as  in  Committee  <^  the  Whole. 

Mr  HiLi.  asked  what  was  tiie  cost  of  tiie  doo- 
nments already  printed. 

Mr.  RoBBiNS  said  he  was  not  prepared  to 
answer. 

The  resolution  waa  then  reported  without 

amendment. 


*  Thfi  blU  from  the  Hoote  wh  tlw  cnnpromlM  bill  of  Mr. 
CUj  is  tlM  B«l•t^  wllU^  mesttng  »  ttal  ol)|Mtl<m  to  Its 
orlglMtioii  In  tlu  8MuU,ra  Hemnt  tlw  daue  ntolBf 
ravenns,  mw  truiftriMd  to  the  Honw,  to  be  thene*  wst  to 
the  Seute.  Hr.  Leteher,  of  Eaataokri  proposed  tt  m  u 
amendment  to  the  tariff  bUl  then  dependiBg  tn  the  Hobm, 
Toported  bj  Mr.TerpUnek  of  Hew  Toi^;  end  being  ndoptod, 
beeeiM  the  bUl  of  the  BaoM,  aad  h  aooh  went  baek  to  the 
Bauts  te  BODooneMM. 
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The  qoestion  being  oa  the  third  reading  of 
the  restuatioD,  Mr.  Uiix  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  ordered. 

YxAs.— Uesnrs.  Bell,  Black,  Chaniben,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Ewing,  Foot,  FreUni^oysni,  Hendricka, 
Holmes,  Kane,  Knigfat,  Nandaln.  Fohidexter,  Bob- 
bino,  Robinson,  Beymoar,  Slabee,  Uptoo,  Tomlia- 
son,  Woggamon,  Webster — 22. 

Ni.TS. — MeMts.  Benton,  Buckner,  DaQas,  Dicker- 
son,  Grundy,  Uill,  King,  Moore,  White— 9. 

So  the  rewlntion  was  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed and  read  a  third  time. 


FuDAT,  Ibndi  1. 
3%»  Shr^—SedveUou  ttfDuUm—JiuUifieatitm 
— Compnmi$s  BUL 

The  Inll  fbr  modifying  the  dnties  on  impcffto, 
as  passed  by  the  Hoose  of  Sepresentatives,  (in 
effect,  Mr.  Clat's  bill,)  being  read  the  thu^ 
time,  and  put  on  its  passage — 

Mr.  RoBBiNs  said  he  hod  retomed  to  his  first 
impressions,  which  were  nnfavorable  to  tbts 
project;  he  doubted  bis  own,  because  some 
friends,  to  whom  he  bad  been  in  the  habit  of 
deferring  much,  bad  different  impressions.  But 
reflection  has  satisfied  me  (s^d  Mr.  R.)  that  my 
own  impressions  were  right;  and  thoaeh  the 
amendments  to  the  bill  have  weakened,  they 
have  not  removed  them.  I  cannot  dissemble 
my  disUke  of  the  bill,  notwitlistanding  the  tem- 

Krary  poUtical  good  elfeot  it  may,  by  some, 
expected  to  prodnoe;  nor  can  I  refrain 
from  stating  the  grounds  of  that  dislike,  or  at 
least  the  more  prominent  grounds. 

Tlie  bill  carries  with  it  the  idea  that  the  pro- 
tective policy  is  an  evil  in  itself;  an  evil  to  be 
deprecated,  and  not  to  be  tolerated  for  a  mo- 
ment, but  to  prevent  a  greater  evil—namely, 
the  evil  of  a  sudden  overthrow  of  the  great 
establishments  dependent  upon  it;  and  to  be 
tolerated  only  for  a  few  short  years,  to  give 
an  opi>ortanity  to  those  establishments  to  wind 
vp  their  affairs,  and  enable  them,  so  fur  as  that 
time  will  enable  them,  to  prevent  the  oonsom- 
mation  of  tiieir  total  ruin.  The  bill  thus  con- 
aiders  this  protective  policy  as  a  great  state 
laiminal,  condemned  to  die,butwhose  sentence 
is  respited  for  a  few  days,  to  give  him  time  to 
arrange  his  affurs,  repent  him  of  his  evil  deeds, 
and  i>rupare  for  death :  but  whose  doom  is  fixed, 
and  irrevocably  die  he  most.  Such  an  idea 
going  out  to  the  country,  I  think,  mast  be  per- 
nicious in  its  effects,  especially  as  it  goes  out 
from  the  professed  friends,  or  some  of  them,  of 
the  policy,  with  its  great  champion  at  their 
head.  It  most  repress  the  spirit  of  adventure ; 
U  most  depredate  the  vaine  of  thou  estoblish- 
ments;  it  must  arrest  the  progress  of  the  bari- 
nees  at  the  p<^t  where  it  now  is;  no  more 
coital  will  be  invested  in  it ;  and  the  capital 
already  Invested  will  be  withrawn,  aa  far  and  as 
fast  as  it  can  be.  The  tide  will  nave  reached 
its  high-wator  mark;  it  will  now  torn  back 
and  uU  to  low  ebb,  perhaps  never  to  reoom- 
menoe  ita  flood.  These  great  estaUtshments, 
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so  widely  spread  over  the  country,  with  all  tiie 
indnsti7  dependent  upon  them,  will  be  kept  in 
a  f^TCrwh  linffeting  state  of  existence,  suspend- 
ed between  hope  and  fear ;  with  much  to 
alarm  tiieir  fears,  with  little  to  animate  their 
hopes.  It  cannot  be  but  this  languishing  state 
must  ensue ;  for  we  oil  know  how  feeble  is  the 
hand,  when  not  seconded  and  invigmited  1^ 
the  impulses  of  the  heart. 

But  I  have  risen,  mainly,  to  contribute,  so 
far  as  my  poor  efforts  could  contribute,  to  cor- 
rect the  impression  given  by  the  bill  to  the 
prejudice  of  this  policy.  The  protective  policy 
an  evil  in  itself  I  I  would  be  glad  to  know  if 
any  gentleman  here  will  tell  me  that  the  im- 
mense resources  of  this  great  Country  are  never  to 
be  developed ;  and,  if  to  be  developed,  if  they  can 
be,  without  the  ua  of  Oovemment  f  And  then,  if 
this  aid  can  be  affcnrded  by  any  means  other  than 
the  protective  policy?  The  boundless  resources 
in  our  agriculture,  with  its  infinite  capabilities ; 
oar  resources  in  onr  mineral  wealth ;  our  re- 
sources in  artificial  power  by  water  and  by 
steam ;  our  boundlesa  resources  in  the  manual 
labor  of  our  many  and  rapidly  increasing  mil- 
lions of  people ;  the  resources  in  the  great  cap- 
ital of  this  country ;  in  the  skill  acquired  and 
to  be  acquired ;  but,  above  all,  in  the  enterprise 
and  inventive  genius  of  the  most  enterpnslng 
and  inventive  people  that  perhaps  ever  existed 
on  eartii — are  these  resources  nevn  to  be  de- 
veloped! However  we  may  differ  in  opinitni 
as  to  the  best  means  of  their  development  as  to 
onr  interest  in  the  object  itself  we  cannot 
differ:  that  must  be  the  same  everywhere 
— in  the  South  and  in  the  North,  in  the  West 
and  in  the  !East.  All  parts  aiwund  with  these 
resources ;  all  are  interested  in  their  develop- 
ment. The  country  is  unfaithful  to  herself, 
unfaithful  to  her  people,  if  she  do  not  adopt  the 
means  necessary  to  uieir  development.  I  ask, 
again,  can  this  development  be  effected  without 
the  ud  of  Government  1  Will  any  one  tell  me 
it  can  be  effected  by  a  system  of  free  trade  ?— 
a  trade  free  on  one  ude,  and  restricted  on  the 
other? — free  to  us  by  all  the  world,  and  re- 
stricted by  all  the  world  against  us  %  And  this 
is  all  the  free  trade  we  can  have.  Free  trade 
to  develop  our  resources  I  Were  it  not  for  the 
respect  I  bear  to  some  respecUble  patrons  of 
that  m>inioD,  I  would  say,  that  such  a  thesis  is 
only  fit  to  be  maintained  by  school-boys,  as  an 
exercise  of  the  schools.  How  it  can  be  at- 
tempted to  be  m^ntained  by  men,  enlightened 
by  experience,  acquainted  with  the  state  of  tiie 
worid^  and  capable  of  reflection,  is  to  me  in- 
ctnnpreheiuibie.  Let  them  tell  me,  if  they 
can,  how  this  free  trade  system  can  be  an  effi- 
cient instrument  of  this  development?  How 
it  touches,  or  can  be  ever  made  to  touch,  a 
hundredth  part  of  these  resources  ?  They  might 
as  well  undertake  to  tell  me  how  a  settler  in 
the  woods  might  fell  the  forest  around  him 
with  a  penknife,  and  let  in  the  sun  to  develop 
the  resoorces  of  the  fertile  earth. 

I  think  a  little  reflection  will  satisfy  anf 
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one  that  oar  great  reaoaroes  mnat  toterer  remain 
dormant  if  tnejr  are  to  wait  tb«r  developmeot 
from  the  operations  of  free  trade.  Bat  bj  the 
aid  of  Government  they  maj  be  rapidly  and 
fnllj  developed ;  and  hy  means  so  oDvioa.4,  so 
direct,  and  so  adequate,  that  nothing  appears 
to  me  so  nnaccouDtable  as  the  stmggle  that  is 
made  to  prevent  their  adoption ;  or  to  get  rid 
of  them,  BO  Ear  as  tliey  have  been  adopted.  It 
is  onlj  to  give  to  the  indnstrj,  the  capital,  and 
the  enterprise  of  the  country,  the  market  of 
the  oonntry,  and  the  work  is  aocom^iahed,  or 
in  a  trwn  of  rapid  accomplishment.  -  The  result 
is  necessary ;  ^  we  look  mto  the  oanse,  we  see 
it  most  bto  necessary ;  we  see  there  a  force  that 
most  have  this  effect  A  market  is  die  mighty 
power  that  is  to  perform  this  mighty  work ; 
and  there  are  no  limits  to  thla  power  when 
created  by  this  poliiqr.  The  market  brings 
forth  yoar  resoarces,  and  yoar  resonroes  aog- 
ment  the  market ;  Ae  action  and  the  reaction 
are  reciprocal,  and  the  reciprocal  effect  is  as 
nnlimtted  as  yonr  resoarces  themselves.  The 
stream  does  not  flow  with  more  certainty  from 
its  fboDtUD,  and  roll  on  to  the  ocean,  than  the 
development  of  all  om*  resources  would  flow, 
from  the  operation  of  the  um{de  expedient  of 
pving  to  the  indostry  of  the  country  the  market 
of  the  oonntry. 

Is  it  wise,  then,  to  tell  this  oonntry,  as  this 
bill  seems  to  tell  them,  that  this  policy,  so 
benevolent  in  its  effects,  so  almighty,  I  might 
almost  say,  ia  its  l>enevolent  effects,  is  an  evil 
in  itself;  and  to  he  got  rid  of  as  soon  as  it  can 
be  under  existing  oircomstances  ?  I  think 
not. 

Again :  this  bill,  if  it  is  to  be  the  permanent 
system  of  the  conntry,  (and  there  is  nothing  in 
it  that  implies  the  contrary ;  that  ia  what  it 
professes  to  be  on  its  face,)  it  does  propose 
that  the  country  shall  take  seonrity  against  the 
oonntry — not  to  pursue  any  fhrther,  after  the 
80th  of  June,  1843,  the  great  work  of  develop- 
ing her  own  resoarces ;  to  whicli  work  a  system 
of  protection  is  indispensable.  For  I  have  not 
heud  one  gentleman,  either  friend  or  foe  to  it,  say 
that  this  bill  would  afford  a  system  of  pro- 
tection ;  nor  is  it  pos»bIe  thi^  any  one  should 
say  this,  and  speak  from  knowledge  of  the  sub- 
ject. 

But  it  has  only  been  said,  in  its  favor,  flrst, 
that  it  preserves  the  principle  of  protection. 
Now,  what  siguifies  it  to  preserve  the  principle 
of  protection,  if  protection  itself  is  not  pre- 
served 1  If  tiie  prindple  is  so  limited  and  re- 
stricted in  its  exennse,  as  it  is  in  this  bill,  that 
it  cannot  ^ve  protection,  it  might  as  well  be  out 
of  the  \m  as  in  ft  It  is  nugatory  as  to  the 
great  object.  And  tlien,  it  is  said  that  the  bill, 
as  it  is,  will  protect  some  branches  of  industry. 
True,  it  may  some — a  few.  I  think  it  probable 
that  some  few  fragments  of  the  system  will  re- 
main, and  survive  the  shock  of  1842;  but  the 
system  itself  will  be  gone ;  and  with  it  will  be 
gone  the  necessary  means  to  the  great  end  «f 
developing  the  resonroea  of  tlie  oonntry,  which, 
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as  I  have  so  often  said,  can  only  be  finmd  in  a 
system,  a  complete  OTstem,  of  prcrt«ction.  Tfa^ 
never  can  be  found  in  a  few  fragments  of  a 
system.  Then,  in  1842,  the  barriers  are  to  be 
broken  down,  and  our  markets  are  to  be  thrown 
open  to  the  world,  whHe  the  markets  of  the 
world  are  to  remun  closed  against  us,  as  they 
now  are.  Then  wUl  commence  the  glorious 
era  of  free  trade,  and  its  reign,  by  the  bill, 
thereafter  is  to  be  everlastiag.  The  80th  of 
June,  1842,  will  be  to  England  a  day  of  Jubilee, 
such  as  she  has  rarely  'Witneraed ;  the  prospect 
of  that  day  will  infiue  a  lively  joy  into  every 
British  bosom;  fiw  that  day  is  to  let  In  ana 
give  to  ber  indnstiT,  while  It  takes  from  oar 
own,  the  supply  of  me  wants  of  extent  mHions 
of  people,  WM  on  hn  own  terms. 

"  Wbat  ahinie,  wlut  Iom  b  this  to  OrMc*  t  irliBtJoj 
T«  Tnfa  prond  idoimkIi,  and  the  fttendi  of  Tnj  P 

If  we  were  now  at  war  with  Great  Britain, 
and  if  by  the  fortune  of  that  war  this  country 
was  subdued,  and  at  the  mercy  of  Great  Britain ; 
(I  ask  pardon  of  my  country  for  supposing  an 
event  of  the  conte^  which  I  know  would  be 
impossible;)  in  that  event,  the  worst  we  should 
have  to  apprehend  from  our  conquerors  would 
he,  that  very  ccodition  which  we  are  going 
to  impose  upon  ourselves.  Tbe  greatest  ealamity 
that  foreign  war  and  foreign  subjugation  oould 
inflict,  is  going  to  be  inflicted  on  the  conntry  by 
the  CO  on  try  herself.  What,  then,  Great  Brit^ 
with  lier  thousand  ships,  with  her  Wellington, 
and  her  Wellington  armies,  and  by  a  ten  years' 
war,  could  not  acquire  to  herself,  she  is  going 
to  secure  to  herself  by  one  single  act  of  our  own 
folly.  Her  yonng  and  tpgantic  rival,  and  the 
only  rival  she  now  drea&,  whose  eagle  she  has 
seen  taking  bis  flights  with  many  a  jealous 
pang,  that  young  and  gigantic  rivid  is  going  to 
r^eve  her  from  ail  her  inquietudes,  by  becom- 
ing her  tributary.  We  m^,  then,  bid  adieu  to 
alTthose  visions  of  glory  in  which  we  have  so 
fondly  indulged,  as  connected  with  our  fhture 
destinies,  and  take  an  humble  rank  wtUi  tJie 
tributary  nations  of  the  eartli ;  tributary  to  a 
nation  who  has  the  wisdom  to  adhere  to  a  pd- 
icy  which  we  have  the  folly  to  r^eet,  tmd 
shall  have  renounced  forever. 

I  know  it  is  stud  this  bill  is  not  to  be 
what  it  professes  to  be — a  permanent  system 
for  this  country. '  But,  if  this  system  is  to  be 
adopted,  and  then  to  be  destroyed,  who  are  to 
destroy  it !  We,  the  friends  of  the  policy,  are 
to  destroy  it — we  are  to  wage  the  war — we  are 
to  make  the  attack— we  are  to  obtain  the  ctm- 
quest  over  it.  Now,  I  had  rather  be  hi  a  condi- 
tion to  have  to  defand  onr  own  posseswons, 
ttian  to  have  to  attack  and  conquer  those  of 
the  enemy.  I  do  not  like  the  idea  of  first  giving 
up  our  possessioua,  and  then  of  going  to  war 
in  order  to  recover  tiiem  beck.  The  event  of 
that  war  depends  upon  the  uncertain  contin- 
gencies of  the  unoertun  future;  and  I  see 
nothing  in  the  hopes  resting  on  tiiose  contin- 

Snoiea  to  coontervail  the  force  of  my  ooatrary 
ITS,  and  to  qniet  my  mind  ra  the  suttjeot. 
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It  is  Bsid,  too,  Uiat  the  treasnr;  is  in  danmr 
ot  a  idetlwra,  from  a  satploa,  or  acoamnlanng 
snrpIuKs,  of  revenue ;  that  this  danger  toust 
be  obviated  by  gradaattng  onr  income  to  the 
wants  of  the  GoTemment  Wants  of  the  Gov- 
•mmentl  These  most  depend  npon  the  ob- 
Jeots  of  expenditure  hj  the  Government ;  and 
Uieseninstbe  determined  bj  the  wisdom  and, 
discretion  of  Congress,  hereafter,  as  well  as 
now ;  they  cannot  be  prascribed  and  limited 
by  as.  If  an  overflowing  treaanry  be  an  evil, 
it  will  be  time  euoagfa  to  apply  a  remedy  when 
the  evil  exists.  At  present  it  does  not  exist, 
■or  can  we  know  with  oertaintr  that  it  will 
exist  hereafter.  Bat  la  aa  OTttflowins  treas- 
017  evil  ?  and  sodi  an  eviL  that  all  t£e  great 
Interests  of  the  ooontry,  Involved  in  the  oevd- 
opment  of  her  great  resoarees,  most  be  sacri- 
fioed  to  its  imvention  t  An  evil  I  Who  feels 
this  snrplna  of  revenne,  if  there  shonid  be  u  snr- 
ploa,  as  a  burden  f  From  whom  does  it  abstract 
one  necessary  of  life,  one  comfort,  one  luxnry  ? 
Not  an  individual  in  this  ooontry.  The  reve- 
noes  of  this  country  are  no  more  felt  as  a  bar- 
den  npon  them,  by  the  people  of  this  country, 
than  the  dews  of  heaven  are  felt  as  a  harden 
lyKnithem;  they  are  alike  aDCMisiuons  of  both; 
and  no  one  wonldtidnk  (tfUie  farmer  as  a  bar- 
den,  bat  fbr  the  metaphydca  emplf^ed  to 

r»ve  it  to  be  a  barden.  Wbat  sort  uf  harden 
that  wliich  is  Mt  <n^  l»y  the  aid  ct  meta- 
physics, and  then  on^  by  uie  aid  of  imita- 
tion f 

I  hope  we  shall  consider,  and,  if  we  do  not, 
that  a  fntare  Congress  will  consider,  the  great 
and  glorioos  objects  yet  to  be  accomplished  by 
this  Groremment,  and  to  which  these  sur- 
pluses will  be  necessary — objects  of  nationtd 
miprovement,  demanded  by  the  eeegri4)hioal 
ntnation  of  the  oountry,  and  which  coostitate, 
in  fact,  one  of  her  great  resources  yet  to  be 
develi^ed;  and  the  establishments,  too,  neeeEh 
iary  to  devel(^  the  resources  of  the  nrfnd  of  tiie 
eonotry— if  she  should  deem  it  worthy  of  her 
ambition  to  ai^re  to  the  roost  glorioos  of  all 
fame,  the  fame  which  mini  confers  by  her  im- 
mcaial  works.  Believe  mo,  the  establishments 
necessary  to  this  glorious  end  are  yet  to  be 
created.  Little  views  to  UtUe  savings,  very 
proper  for  petty  corporations,  are  not  the  views 
proper  to  toe  stateunan  in  the  American  Con- 
gress. These  ought  to  l>e  lai^  and  prospec- 
tive, and  to  correspond  to  the  graodeur  of  the 
trust  committed  to  his  chat^;  otherwise  he 
runs  the  risk  of  dwarfing  the  eoontry  born  of 
ngantio  proportions  to  the  littleness  of  his 
little  views.  The  prospect  of  these  sarplosea, 
then,  iar  from  emrarras^ng,  rcgoioes  me ;  for 
I  aee  in  them  the  means  to  great  and  desirable 
«^  and  without  oocaaioning  a  particle  of 
grievance  or  inoonvenienoe  to  the  people. 

I  know  it  is  said,  too,  that  the  dissolution  of 
the  Union  is  threatened,  and  ^t  this  bill  is 
neoessary  to  hold  the  States  together.  Yet  it 
la  said,  In  the  sanw  breath,  that  this  bond  is  no 
bind,  and  is  represented  as  frai^fale  aa  the  flax 


soorcfhed  by  the  fire.  The  tendency  to  fly  off 
from  the  Union,  I  shonid  hope,  was  not  very 
strong,  if  it  could  be  overcome  and  constrained 
by  so  bwSl  a  ligature.  But  to  be  serious :  thb 
very  argument  ia  what  alarms  me  most  as  to 
the  stability  and  efficiency  of  this  Union.  Here, 
in  this  body,  we  have  seen  an  inherent  power 
claimed  for  the  States  unknown  to  tiie  consti- 
tution, and  incompatible  with  it,  and  to  be  des- 
potio  over  this  Union.  We  have  seen  a  State 
arm  herself  with  this  power,  and  put  herself  in 
an  attitude  to  exert  It  That  State  hath  neither 
disarmed  herself  nor  renounced  this  power. 
Kow  we  offer  to  her  this  bill  to  Indnee  her,  not 
to  reuoonce  this  power,  but  to  refrain  frcm  its 
exercise  at  present  Is  not  this  a  practical 
recognition  of  this  fatal  power!  What  is  to 
hinder  this  State  from  resuming  this  atU- 
tnde  hereafter  ?  What  is  to  hinder  any  othcor 
from  assuming  the  same  attitude,  by  ihia  power 
to  wrest  from  the  General  Government  any 
one  of  its  powers,  or,  what  amounts  to  the  same 
thing,  prevent  its  exercise  ?  In  that  case,  by 
this  precedent,  we  are  either  to  yield  the  dis- 
puted power,  or  to  buy  off  the  Union  by  a 
compnnnise.  If  this  precedent  is  to,  govern 
hermter,  where  is  the  seonri^  far  the  sUlnlity- 
OT  effideney  of  this  Union  1  I  cannot  see. 

This  bill,  however,  I  suppose,  is  to  pass,  not- 
withstanding all  tiiese  conidderatlons,  and  tiie 
many  others  that  have  been  urged  with  so 
much  more  ability.  If  it  does  pass,  it  may 
smother  the  fire  now  raging  in  one  place,  but  I 
fear  it  will  preserve  the  embers  that  one  di^ 
will  consume  the  fabric  of  the  Union. 

[Hr.  CalboQO,  Ur.  FrelingfanyBen,  Ur.  DaOaa,  Mr. 
Ewing  of  Ohio,  Ur.  Xsngum  of  North  Carolina, 
Mr.  John  M.  Clayton  of  Delaware,  Mr.  Webster, 
Mr.  Silsbee  of  Massachasetta,  Mr.  Forsyth,  Mr. 
^gne,  Mr.  Hdmes,  Mr.  SXha  Wright,  Mr.  Bibb, 
and  Mr.  Clay,  made  Inief  expontioas  of  thdr  per- 
sonal sentiments  towards  the  bW,  or  of  Its  practical 
woikbg  on  certain  points  -,  after  whldi  tbe  vote 
was  taken,  and  the  UU  passed  by  the  (Ulowtng 
vote :] 

Teas. — Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun,  Cbam- 
bera,  Clay,  Clayton,  Ewing,  Foot,  Forsyth,  FrBliog- 
buyaen,  Grundy,  Hill,  Holmes,  Johnston,  King,  Man* 
gum.  Miller,  Moore,  Naudalo,  Fdndexter,  Rives, 
Bobinion,  Sprague,  Tomlinsoo,  Tyler,  Waggaman, 
White,  Wright— 29. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Benton,  Buckner,  Dallas,  Dicker- 
son,  Dudley,  Hendricks,  Knight,  Prentiss,  Robbina, 
Ruggles,  Seymour,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Tipton,  Webster, 
WUkins— 16. 

Public  ImuU:  IHstr^ution  tf  tAs  jMvsMdi  ^ 
(As  8tAi»  amot^  th»  Staiet, 

[The  Senate  took  up  the  sraendment  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  tbe  bill  providing  for 
tbedistribuUonofthe  proceeds  of  the  pablio  lands.] 

Mr.  Out  sdd  that,  although  the  ol^eots  to 
wlddi  these  proceeds  were  to  be  appfied  were 
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Skxatb.] 

a  favorite  poiht  wiih  him,  jet  aa  lie  had  found 
that  he  was  differiog  on  tiiis  topic  with  some 
of  hU  friends,  and  aa  it  had  been  suggested  that 
there  might  be  difficulty  in  another  qnarter  if 
the  words  strack  ont  by  the  Hovae  were  re- 
tained, he  wonld  move,  to  oonoor  in  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  BoBiNsoN  expressed  a  hope  thit  the 
qaestioQ  would  not  be  pressed  at  this  late  hour, 
in  80  thin  a  Senate,  whan  many  were  abaent 
who  are  so  mnoh  interested  in  the  measure. 

Hr.  Out  expressed  his  r^fret  that,  at  this 
late  period  of  the  session,  the  Senator  from  Illi- 
nois shoold  wish  for  delay,  which  might  en- 
danger the  passage  of  the  bill.  It  was  not  the 
fault  of  the  members  present  that  there  are  so 
many  absentees^ 

He  wished  to  take  the  question  to-night,  in 
order  that  the  EzeontiTe  might  have  time  to 
act  upon  the  bill. 

Mr.  Ghaicbebs  said  he  should  vote  i^iaat 
the  amendment  He  wonld  rather  vote  against 
the  bill  tiian  take  it  with  the  amendment 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
to  cODcnr,  and  decided  by 

TiAa.— Messrs.  Bell,  Black,  Buckoer,  Clay,  day- 
ton,  Dudley,  Eviog,  Foot,  HcndrickB,  Holmee,  King, 
U&ngum,  Moore,  ll'aad&in,  Poiodexter,  Prentiss, 
Bobbins,  Seymour,  ^Ubee,  Sprague,  Tomlinson, 
Tyler,  White— 28. 

Nats. — Uessrs.  Bibb,  Chambers,  Grandy,  Robin- 
son, Tipton — 5. 

And  at  11  o'elook  the  Senate  a^onmed. 


Satubdat,  March  3. 
Skening  SettioTk 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Dudley,  the  Senate  then 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive  hosi- 
□ess. 

When  the  doors  were  re-opened,  Mr.  Clai 
was  found  speaking.  He  was  engaged  in 
expressing  his  approbation  of  the  conduct 
of  the  President  tempore  of  this  body. 
The  present,  he  said,  had  been  a  very  arduous 
session.  He  should  not  have  voted  for  the 
present  presiding  officer,  hod  he  been  pre- 
sent when  he  was  elected ;  nor  did  he  mean  to 
say  what  would  be  his  vote,  if  the  election  were 
now  to  be  made.  Bat  be  gave  with  great 
pleasure  his  testimony  in  favw  of  the  faithful, 
and  able,  and  impartial  manner  in  which  that 
officer  had  performed  his  duty.  He  concluded 
with  asking  leave  to  present  the  following 
resolution : 

Raolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Senate'  bo  pre- 
sented to  th  Honorable  Huob  h.  Whitk,  for  the  dig- 
nity, dMHty,  and  impartiality,  with  which  he  has 
discharged  the  dntiea  of  President  pro  tmpon  of 
the  Senate. 
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i  The  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted. 
I  About  half-past  four  o'clock,  A.  M.,  a  oom- 
;  mittee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  was  appointed 
to  ^oin  snoh  committee  as  tiie  House  might  ap- 
'  point,  to  wiut  on  the  President,  and  inform  him 
'  that  the  two  Houses  were  ready  to  adjourn. 

The  House  having  appointed  a  committee, 
I  the  joint  committee  waited  on  the  President^ 
and  returned  with  an  answer  that  he  had  no 
;  fnrflier  oommnnication  to  make ;  whereupon, 
Mr.  Enra  moved  that  the  Senate  adjoozn. 
Wbiti  ^reddent  pro  tmpore)  then  rose 
and  addressed  the  Senate,  aa  follows : 

Before  the  preddins  officer  leaves  the  chair,  he  is 
derirous  of  saying  a  nw  words. 

We  met  under  drcumstancea  calculated  to  induce 
tifl  to  believe  that  matters  of  high  excitement  would 
arise  during  our  sojourn  here.  It  was  by  the  will 
of  the  majority  of  this  body  that  I  was  placed  in 
this  chur,  to  preside  over  your  deliberaUons.  I 
looked  upon  the  Ugh  honor  thus  conferred  to  be 
but  temporary ;  for  could  I  Uien  have  fbreieen  that 
I  was  to  act  in  this  capacity  until  now,  moat  cer- 
tainly my  distrust  of  my  experience  would  have 
induced  me  to  shrink  from  undertaking  the  task. 
The  duties  of  the  Chair  are  at  all  Umes  arduous, 
but  the  more  particolarly  so  when  topics  of  bi^  in* 
terest  and  importanoe  are  under  dHonaston.  My 
experience,  however,  has  eoovlDoed  me  that  even 
under  titase  cirenmstaQcee,  the  prodding  officer 
may  have  a  pleaaint  task  to  perform,  when  every 
member  submits  himself  to  be  guided  by  the  rules 
of  this  body,  instead  of  having  a  law  for  himself. 

I  take  pleasure  io  stating,  that  durioR  the  whole 
ooorse  of  the  sestion,  no  act  has  been  done  by  any 
one  member,  and  no  dngle  expresdon  hna  reached 
my  ear,  calculated  to  give  paio  to  the  presiding 
officer.  I£,  in  the  diachar^  of  the  dudes  confided 
to  me,  I  have  had  the  misfortune  to  injure  or  to 
wound  the  feelings  of  any  individual,  I  trust 
he  will  do  me  the  justice  to  believe  that  it  haa 
happened  without  any  intention  on  my  part.  I 
have  endeavored  to  act  impartially  towards  every 
member  of  this  body ;  and  I  would  have  them  to 
bear  in  mind,  that  if,  during  the  arduous  duties  I 
hare  had  to  perform,  and  amidst  all  ttie  excitement* 
that  have  existed,  any  thing  like  order  has  been 
preserved,  it  must  be  attributed  more  to  the  liind- 
neas  and  courtesy  of  Senators  towards  tlie  presiding 
officer,  than  to  the  capacity  which  he  was  able  to 
bring  to  die  duties  asdgned  him.  It  is  not  probar 
ble,  To  the  course  of  human  events,  that  we  can  all 
ever  aaaemble  in  this  chamber  again,  I  shall,  after 
putting  the  question,  take  a  farewell  of  all  who  are 
here  present,  and  I  feel  regret  that  I  cannot  ex- 
change good  wiahea  with  those  who  are  absent ;  hop- 
ing that  it  may  be  our  good  fortune  all  to  meet 
ag^n. 

The  President  then  put  the  question  on  ad- 
journment, which  was  carried,  nemine  dfi'ssw- 
liente;  and 

The  Senate^  at  Ave  o*oIock,  A.  M.,  a^onmed  « 
«UM  die. 


Puhtic  Landt — Miicellaitemu  Buttnett — Ad/im'mnmtt. 
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TWENTY-SECOND  C0N6fiESS.-SEC0ND  SESSION. 


FitOOSEDINGS  AJiTD  DEBATES 
Br 

THE  HOUSE  OF  BEPRESENTATIVES. 


UoNDAT,  December  8,  1883. 

At  12  o'clock  Vr.  Speaker  Ststenson  took 
the  cbur,  and  called  the  House  to  order. 

The  Clerk  having  called  over  the  roll,  one 
hundred  and  eizty-fiTe  members  answered  to 
their  names ;  which  being  a  qaoram,  a  message 
was  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  Senate  announc- 
ing that  the  Home  of  Bepreseotatires  was  oigan- 
izu,  and  ready  to  proceed  to  business. 

DwUh  of  Mr.  Doddridge. 

Ur.  Mbbokb  rose  and  observed,  that  it  was 
his  melancholy  dnty  to  announce  to  tbe  Honse 
the  decease  of  his  lamented  colleague, the  Honor- 
able Pbiup  Doddbidoe,  and  to  offer  a  resola- 
tioo,  assuring  tbe  friends  of  the  deceased,  and  tbe 
country  at  large,  of  the  sense  entertained  by  this 
House  of  the  loss  it  had  susttuned.  In  perform- 
ing this  duty,  Hr.  M.  sud,  that  were  he  to  in- 
dulge the  fatddng  he  possesBed  of  tbe  merits  of 
his  departed  friend^  he  du»ild  find  himself 
speedily  arrested.  Id.  intellectual  power,  Uiat 
friend  bad  been  sni^nssed  by  few  in  this  or 
any  other  oonntry ;  m  integrity  of  motive,  he 
was  excdled  by  none;  and  in  simplicity  of 
heart,  by  no  man  he  had  ever  known.  Mr.  M. 
then  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Revved,  wumimoualy.  That  tbe  members  of 
tbe  House  of  Represeotatives,  from  a  sincere  denre 
of  ■bowing  every  mark  of  respect  due  to  the  mem- 
cny  of  Fatup  DoDDRinas,  late  a  member  thereof 
from  the  State  of  Tirginia,  will  go  in  monming  by 
the  vsnal  mode  of  weuing  crape  rotmd  the  left  arm 
for  one  month. 

The  resolntum  was  lureed  to. 
The  Honae  a^oomeal 


TussDAT,  December  4. 
A  message  was  announced  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Tinted  States;  and  Mr.  Donel- 
ion,  his  private  secretary,  deUveiwd  to  the 


Chair  tiie  message  of  the  President  to  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress  at  the  opening  of  the  ses- 
sion.  (See  Senate  Proceedings.) 

The  message  was  read,  refernd  to  Hie  oora- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  10,000  copies  (vdered  to  be  printed. 

Yeto  (if  tU  Harbor  Mil. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States : 
To  the  ifome  of  SepretmiaiivtM : 

In  addition  to  the  general  views  I  have  berrtto* 
fore  expressed  to  Congress  on  tbe  subject  of  inter- 
nal improvement,  it  is  my  duty  to  advert  to  it 
again  in  stating  my  objeoUona  to  tbe  biD  entitled 
"  An  act  for  tbe  improvement  of  certwn  harbors, 
and  tbe  navigation  of  certain  rivers,"  which  was 
not  received  a  sufBclent  time  before  the  close  of 
the  last  session  to  enable  me  to  examine  It  before 
tbe  adjournment. 

Having  maturely  oonddered  that  Mil  within  the 
time  allowed  me  by  the  consdtatlon,  and  being  con^ 
vinced  that  some  of  its  provMons  conflict  with  tbe 
mle  adopted  fat  mj  guide  on  this  subject  of  legis- 
lation, I  nave  been  compelled  to  withhold  fVom  it  my 
Biniature  ;  and  It  has,  thwefbre,  ftiled  to  become 
a  law. 

To  fadlitate  as  far  as  I  can  the  inteUigent  action 
of  Congress  upon  the  subjects  embraced  In  this 
bill,  I  trausmit,  herewith,  a  report  from  the  En- 
gineer Department,  distiDguiahing,  as  far  as  tbe  tn- 
formatioD  in  its  possession  would  enable  it,  between 
those  appropriations  which  do,  and  those  which  do 
not,  conflict  with  the  rules  hy  which  my  conduct  in 
this  respect  has  hitherto  been  governed.  By  that 
report  It  will  be  seen  that  there  Is  a  doss  of  ap> 
pKtpriationa  In  tbe  bill  for  Ute  improvement  of 
streams,  that  are  not  navigable,  that  are  not  cban> 
nela  of  commerce,  and  that  do  not  pertain  to  the 
harbors  or  porta  of  entry  designated  by  any  law, 
or  have  any  ascertained  connection  with  the  usual 
eetabiisbments  for  the  security  of  commerce,  ex- 
ternal or  internal. 

It  is  obvious  that  such  af^iropriations  involve  the 
sanction  of  a  principle  that  concedea  to  the  General 
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Gorernment  an  onlimited  power  orer  the  subject 
of  foternftl  improTemeota ;  lod  tb*t  I  could  not, 
therefore,  approre  a  bill  containing  tbem,  wUhont 
receding  from  the  podtiona  taken  in  xaj  veto  of  the 
UaysTille  road  bill,  «od,  aftenrards,  in  tny  annual 
message  of,  December  7,  ISSO. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  rules  hj  which  this 
classiGcatioD  of  the  ImproTemeDts  in  this  bill  luu 
been  made  b;  the  Engineer  Department  are  not 
more  defiidte  and  ecrlaut,  and  that  embarrMment 
maj  not  alwaya  be  avoided  bjr  the  obaerranoe  of 
them  ;  but,  as  neither  my  own  reflection,  nor  the 
lights  derived  from  other  Bourcea,  have  fumisfaed 
me  with  a  better  guide^  I  ^all  conUaoe  to  apply 
my  beat  exertions  to  their  application  and  enforce- 
ment. In  thus  employing  my  best  faculties  to  ei- 
ereiae  the  powen  with  wblBh  I  am  inTcated,  to  av<rid 
erlls,  and  to  eflbet  the  neateat  attidnaUe  good  for 
our  common  country,^  feel  that  I  may  trust  to 
your  cordial  co-operauon ;  and  the  eiperience  of 
the  past  leares  me  no  room  to  doubt  Uie  liberal  in- 
dulgence and  bTorable  eondderation  thoM  for 
whom  we  act. 
■The  grounds  npon  which  I  have  given  mr  assent  to 
appropriations  for  fhe  construction  of  light-houses, 
beacouB,  buoys,  public  piera,  and  the  rerooval  of 
aand-barp,  sawyers,  and  other  temporary  or  partial 
impediments  in  our  navigable  lirers  and  barbor», 
and  with  wluch  many  of  the  provisions  of  this  bill 
correspond,  have  been  so  fuUy  stated,  that  I  trust 
a  repetition  of  them  is  unnecessary.  Had  there 
been  incorporated  in  the  bill  no  provisions  for  woriu 
itf  a  diflbrent  description,  depen^ng  oo  prindples 
which  extend  ^  power  of  making  approfniations 
to  every  object  which  the  discretion  of  the  Govern- 
ment may  select,  and  losing  sight  of  the  distinc- 
tions between  national  and  locsl  character,  which  I 
had  stated  would  be  my  future  guide  on  the  sub- 
ject, I  should  have  cheerfiilly  signed  the  bilL 

ANDREW  JAGKSOy. 

Hr.  Tatlob  moved  t2iat  the  oommiiidcation 
be  on  the  table  and  printed ;  bat  withdrew 
Ilia  moti(»i  at  tfae  request  of 

Hr.  .'WioELiFFB,  who  moved  its  referrace  to 
the  Goniinitteeoa  Internal  Improvement;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Hr.  CLA.T,  of  Alabama,  sabseqnently  moved 
to  reconsider  the  above  vote  On  the  gronnd 
that  the  qaestioD  bad  not  been  nnderstood  by 
all  the  House. 

After  some  conversation  between  him  and 
Hr.  'NVioKLiFFE,  be  agreed  to  postpone  the  con- 
sideratioQ  of  his  motion  for  reconsideration 
until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  EvEBETT  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  lies  on  the  table  one  day : 

RwAttd^  1%at  the  Preudent  of  the  United  Sutcs 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  tlds  Uouse,  aa  Ikr 
as  the  pubUe  service  will  permit,  snoh  portions  as 
have  not  heretofore  been  communicated,  of  the  in- 
structions given  to  our  ministers  iu  France  on  the 
subject  of  cluims  for  spoliations,  and  of  the  cor- 
respondence of  said  ministers  with  tlie  French  Gov- 
ernment, and  with  the  Secretary  of  State  of  tbe 
United  States  on  the  same  subject. 

The  hour  appointed  for  proceeding  to  tbe 
election  of  a  Sergeant-at-amis,  having  arrived, 
the  House  proceeded  to  the  ballot :  twenty-six 


candidates  were   nominated   for  tbe  office. 
After  three  unsuccessful  ballotings,  the  result 
on  the  foTvtli  baUot  stood  as  licdlows : 
For  William  J.  MoOormiok    -  86 
William  B.  Bobinson     -      -  29 
William  A.  Oordon  -    -      -  36 
JouathauKye         -    -      -  36 
Thomas  B.  Bandolph     -      -  35 
And  many  scattering  votes. 
ILe  House  then  a^onmed  to  Mcmdajr  next 


ICoSDAT,  Deoember  10. 
Meetian  of  Sergeant-at-armg. 

Tbe  Honse  then  agun  proceeded  to  ballot  for 
a  Bergeant-at-arms,  to  snpply  the  vacancy  ia 
that  office  occasioned  by  the  resi^aUon  of 
John  Oswald  Dnnn ;  and,  on  the  nmtb  ballot, 
Thomas  B.  Buidolph,  of  Vir^ia,  was  elected. 


TmsDAT,  Deoember  11. 
liUb^  the  Ohio, 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Oabb,  of  Indiana,  the  peti- 
tions of  the  <»tizens  of  the  State  of  Kentucky 
and  Indiana,  praying  for  ah  appropiiation  to  be 
made  to  improve  the  Indian  Chute,  through 
the  falls  of  the  Ohio  river,  which  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements  at 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  and  not  acted  upoOf 
are  again  referred  to  sud  committee.  In  mak- 
ing this  motion, 

Mr.  G.  remarked,  that  it  was  a  subject  in 
which  a  large'  portion  of  the  commercial  and 
agricultural  community  of  the  West  Mt  a  deep 
interest,  and  hoped  that  Reaction  of  the  Hooae 
mi|^t  be  had  npcm  it  during  the  present 
session. 

The  Public  Land: 
Mr.  Cut,  of  Alabama,  offered  tfae  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reduc- 
ing tbe  priee  of  snob  portions  of  the  publlo  lands 
as  have  been  off»red  at  pabBo  sale,  and  have  r» 
muned  unsold  for  the  period  of  five  years  and  up- 
wards. 

Jieaolvtd  further,  Tliat  sud  committee  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  relinquishing  to  the  respective 
States  in  which  they  are  situated,  such  portions  of 
the  public  lands  as  may  have  been  offered  at  public 
sale,  and,  being  sulyect  to  private  entry,  have  re- 
mained unsold  for  the  period  of  ten  years. 

Mr.  WiLUAica,  of  North  Oarolindf  observed 
that  the  resolution  involved  a  vei7  important 
question — perhaps  as  important  a  one  as  had 
ever  been  oifered  to  tiie  consideration  of  Con- 
gress; and  ho  wished  that  its  consideration 
sliould  be  postponed  to  Monday  next.  Why 
was  this  uncling  demand  heard  for  tbe 
relinquishment  by  the  United  States  of  all  its 
public  lands  ?  For  his  own  part,  bo  was  unable 
to  give  any  good  reason  for  it ;  and  as  he  de- 
sired time  to  reflection  the  subject  of  the  reso- 
lution, he  moved  its  postponement  till  Mon- 
day. 

Mr.  Out  stdd  that  thb  was  a  apooies  d 
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oppontioD,  and  at  a  stage  of  the  Teadiitioii, 
wUeh  h«  had  not  anticipwCed.  The  rescdntion 
propoaed  a  simple  inqiurf ,  and  did  not  go  to 
oommit  the  Bouse,  what  iojar^r  could  Tosnlt 
from  emflding  such  an  inqnirj  to  <Hie  of  the 
standing  committees  of  the  House?  Was  the 
eeDtlemao  nnwUling  that  even  an  inqairj  should 
M  inatttDted?  Was.  he  ODwillit^  to  hear  a 
report  from  one  of  the  committees  of  the  House  ? 
Be  would  not  at  present  nrge  the  considerations 
which  in  his  jadgment  ought  to  induce  Con- 
gress to  concede  to  the  new  States  all  they  ask- 
ed on  this  snbject.  Were  this  the  proper  time, 
he  eonld  urge  the  many  and  great  disadvantages 
under  which  the  new  States  labored  from 
having  a  laqi;e  ^rt  of  tb^  terzitwy  beymd 
the  reach  of  tbetr  taxation  for  revenue;  and 
be  was  prqiared  to  ibowf  fir<an  the  doenment- 
arj  evidenoe,  that  for  a  large  porUtHi  of  the 
pnbllc  domain  it  was  impossible  that  the  Gov- 
ernment should  ever  obtun  even  the  minitamm 
price  allowed  b)  law.  Bat  he  should  not 
press  those  topics  now.  He  h(^>ed  the  resolu- 
tion would  not  be  postponed. 

Ur.  WiLLLuis  replied  to  Mr.  Clat,  and  was 
proceeding  to  show  that  the  old  States  bad  as 
great  a  right  to  retain,  as  the  new  States  tp 
claim,  the  public  domain;  and  shonld  those 
lands  be  ceded,  the  old  States  would  experience 
as  mudi  injury  as  the  new  States  could  obtun 
benefit;  but 

Hie  Ohaib  arrested  the  disousnon,  as  going 
into  the  merits  on  a  question  of  postponement. 

Hr.  WiLUAMB  having  demaoded  tiie  yeas  and 
ftaja  on  bia  motion  to  poetoone,  tiiey .  were 
taken ;  and  stood— Teas  106,  Najs  78. 


UoKDAT,  December  17. 
Federal  CourU — Expentet. 

If  r.  YEKPtAHOK,  from  the  Gommltteo  of  Ways 
and  Ueaos,  offered  the  following  resolution : 

JUaohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  JadEciary 
be  initracted  to  inquire  and  report  what  law  or 
other  regolaUoR  may  be  necessary  for  dimiDishing 
the  annaal  ezpeDses  <tf  holding  the  Sniwemet  dr- 
Cdt,  and  JHstrlct  Courts  of  the  United  States,  Ac, 
iselttding  the  contingent  charges  of  the  Judiciary 
•stabUsfameDt,  and  the  expenses  of  suits  and  prose- 
emioBS  chargeable  to  the  Doited  States. 

-  Vr.  y.  said  that  this  res(4ntion  was  offered 
in  consequence  of  an  item  in  the  bill  just  re- 
ported by  himself.  That  bill  contained  an  ad- 
ditional appropriation  for  the  various  expenses 
of  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  and  of  suits 
and  prosecutions  chargeable  to  Government 
during  the  present  year,  in  addition  to  the 
annuu  appropriation  made  for  that  purpose  at 
the  last  session.  As  that  appropriation  van  now 
exhausted,  and  as  a  farther  grant  seemed  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  the  ordmary  operation  of 
the  courts,  the  committee  had  no  heutaUou  in 
now  recommending  the  allowuiee  of  Uie  sum 
reqnested  by  the  apartment.  But  in  examin- 
ing the  Mttiea  oTthe  defioioqy,  and  comparing 
the  4KpMiBes  of  leieral  yeara  last  past,  they 


had  perceived  that  for  several  years  there  has 
been  a  large  and  continual  increase  of  these 
e:q>ensee ;  and  this,  to  £it  aa  tfacry  oonld  ascer- 
tain, from  <nroaBntanoeson  which  the  Treasun 
Department  oould  have  little  or  no  control. 
One  Isrge  item  of  this  increase  was  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  ColnmUa.  The  special  committee  who 
had  prepared,  and  were  about  to  report  a  code 
for  the  government  of  this  district,  (as  the  Oom- 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  informed,) 
were  about  to  propose  a  remedy  fur  this  evil. 
The  committee,  in  the  hope  that  a  similar 
remedy  might  be  extended  to  the  general  judi- 
cial system,  had  determined  tocalltheattoitirai 
of  the  Judiciary  Ck)mmittee  to  the  subject  in  a 
special  manner. 
The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  lien  bill,  (^ving  to  workmen  within  the 
District  of  Oolumbia,  engaged  in  building  A 
house,  and  those  who  furnished  the  materiua,  % 
lien  upon  the  boose  when  built,)  having  been 
read  a  second  time — 

Mr.  Washikoton  said  that  the  bill  had  been 
brought  forward  last  session.  The  measure 
whicdi  it  advocated  was  one  which  had  met 
with  the  universal  approbation  of  the  mechanics 
and  tradesmen  of  the  city  of  Washington. 
It  was  a  bill  projected  for  Uie  purpose  of  pro- 
tecting thoae  persons,  and  othera  of  the  city, 
from  a  spedes  of  fraud  which  bad  been  fre- 
qoently  practised  upon  them  by  persons,  whose 
aflbirs  were  in  a  state  of  bankruptcy,  purchas- 
ing land  on  mortgage,  building  upon  it,  and 
then  selling  the  property,  leaving  the  workmen 
and  those  who  supplied  the  building  materials 
unpidd.  The  bill  had  been  prepared  with  great 
care  and  attention,  at  the  unanimous  request  of 
the  people  of  Wa^ington  city ;  and,  in  the 
frammg  of  it,  it  was  endeavored  so  to  do  it 
that  every  clus  might  be  provided  for ;  and  it 
was  done  at  the  instance  of  men  of  respecta- 
bility. The  city  bad  been  liable  to  great  impo- 
sitions. Owing  to  the  <uroumstances  of  its 
bring  the  seat  of  Government,  and  other  oanaes, 
persona  had  come  to  it  fhmi  all  parts  of  tiie 
globe;  adventurers  had  undertaken  contracts 
which  they  were  unable  to  Ailfil,  and  thus 
brouf^t  ruin  upon  themselves  and  others.  For 
the  i^ury  done  the  adventurers  cued  but  little : 
many  of  them  had  no  characters  to  lose  ;  and 
all  uiey  bad  to  do  was  to  try  their  fortunes 
elsewhere ;  but,  whilst  speculators  might  come 
to  liie  city,  and  undertake  work,  frequently 
absconding  and  leaving  the  demands  of  boUi 
the  tradesman  and  the  meohanio  unsatisfied,  it 
seemed  to  him  to  be  requisite  that  the  mechanic 
and  tradesman  should  bave  security  against  this 
species  of  fraud. 

Ur.  Root  said  he  believed  tiie  gentieman 
was  mistaken  as  to  one  fact  in  what  dub  hod  siud 
relative  to  the  operi^on  and  extent  of  the  Hen 
laws,  ^e  gentleman  had  said  that  the  lair 
proposed  in  the  bill,  then  offered  to  the  Honse, 
was  the  same  as  thoae  of  New  York  and  Phil- 
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sdelphia.  Of  1;he  existence  <^  saoh  %  lav  in 
^ladelphia^  be  (Mr.  fi.)  had  heard ;  he  did  not 
know  if  it  vaa  so ;  but  as  to  the  State  of  New 
Ttn-k,  he  did  know  that  applicaUon  had  been 
made  for  the  passage  of  sooh  a  law,  and  to 
■nply  it  to  the  cities  and  Tillages,  as  well  as  to 
t£e  city  of  New  York ;  bat  the  applicants  fiuled 

success.  With  the  details  of  the  present  bill 
he  was  nnacquainted ;  nor  had  he  been  able  to 
asoertain  precisely  what  they  were,  although 
the  bill  had  been  read  bj  the  clerk.  As  far  as 
he  understood,  however,  it  was  proposed  to 
ffive  to  the  laborers,  as  well  as  to  those  who 
nimished  the  materials,  a  lien  on  the  honsea 
which  they  bnilt;  which  mortgage  was  to 
remain  for  a  definite  time— fbr  two  or  three 
years ;  and  whosoeTco*  pnrohased  the  house  was 
bound  to  pay  up  all  this  variety  of  mortgages, 
from  the  pane  of  glass  in  the  windows  to  the 
hob-nail  driven  into  the  wall.  Soch  a  law 
would  not  be  for  the  interest  either  of  the 
mechanic  or  the  proprietor,  whilst  it  would  in- 
jure the  purchaser,  and  stop  the  growth  of  the 
city,  if  property  should  be  thus  encumbered. 
Other  laborers  had  no  such  security.  He  be- 
lieved the  lots  of  the  city  were  sufficiently 
mortgaged  already  to  admonish  purchasers, 
without  anperadding  mortgages  on  the  nails, 
g^asi^  and  hingee,  aa  well  as  the  shinies  and 
timber,  with  whidi  the  booses  were  erected. 
And  how  were  tiie  pnrohasen  to  know  how 
many  mortgages  a  house  was  enoambered  with  ? 
He  md  not  uaov  that  any  proTialmi  was  made 
in  tbe  hill  for  re^stering  these  mortgages.  If 
there  was  not,  how  were  pnrohasers  to  be 
advised  aa  to  the  responsibilities  they  had  to  as- 
sume !  He  (Mr.  B.)  thought  it  would  be  an 
inonrobrance  to  builders,  and  an  objection  to 
purchasing  any  house  until  after  the  lapse  of 
the  time  when  the  purchaser  might  come  in, 
secure  from  a  mortgage  on  his  purchase,  for  a 
pane  of  glass  or  a  hundred  four-penny  n^a. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  aigroased  for  its 
third  reading. 

T&DBSDAT,  December  27. 

bQl  for  the  relief  of  General  ICaeomb 
oame  op  for  its  third  reading. 

[This  bill  proposes,  only,  in  so  many  words, 
to  release  General  Macomb  from  all  responsibil- 
ity as  the  secority  of  Samuel  Obamplain,  in  a 
bond  given  by  him,  as  paymaster  in  the  army, 
bearing  date  8th  May,  1811;  bat  the  report 
accompanying  the  bill  has  reference  to  certain 
brevet  pay  due  to  General  Macomb,  as  consti- 
tuting an  offset  in  his  favor  aa  the  surety  of 
Ohamplain.] 

Mr.  SaiCMEa  observing  that  the  bill  contained 
a  veiT  important  principle,  draired  to  hear 
something  more  in  explanation  of  its  provisions, 
Wore  he  was  prepaaed  to  vote  upon  it. 

U>.  Blub,  oS  South  Carolina,  agreed  irith 
Ur.  SmacBs,  and  ocm^dered  the  bill  as  one 
whioh  wmt  to  estaUUi  a  prino^  Oiat  would, 


by  rdeasing  aecaritiea^  if  oatrled  ont,  destroy 
the  seenrify  of  tihe  Government  for  moneys  dua 
io  the  Oovenmiait  brpriitdpals. 
ytx.  Somnm^  of  Eentnoky,  thought  that. 

when  the  &cts  were  tmderstoodj  none  could 
ot^ect  to  the  bill.  Dozens  of  ^milar  oases  had 
been  provided  for  by  special  legislation.  Gen- 
eral Macomb  had  been  secority  for  an  officer 
who  had  become  a  defaulter  to  the  Govern* 
ment ;  the  Qovemmenthad  suffered  the  case  to 
renuun  many  years  withont  prosecuting,  and, 
in  the  meanwhile,  had  promoted  the  officer. 
General  Macomb  had  been  ordered  to  a  distance 
in  his  coimtry^B  service,  and  had  no  opportunity 
of  urging  the  officers  of  Government  to  do 
their  dnt7  in  Uie  case^  and  he  ought  not  to 
suffer  fbr  the  negUgenoe  of  the  Govemmoit 

Mr.  Smaaa  dio^^t  the  statnnent  given  was 
sufficient  proof  tiiat  the  hill  ought  never  to  hava 
gone  to  uie  Military  Committee.  It  was  not 
a  military  subject,  but  more  properly  pertained 
to  the  Committee  on  Olums  or  th^  on  the 
Jndiciary. 

Mr.  VxHOB,  perceiving  that  t^ere  had  been 
some  misunderstanding  on  the  part  of  the 
gentleman  (Mr.  Wabd)  who  had  drawn  up  the 
report,  aa  to  the  views  of  the  Military  Com- 
mittee, intended  to  have  been  embodied  in  i^ 
moved  to  postpone  the  consider^ion  of  llie  Idll 
fbr  one  week ;  which  was  agreed  to.  . 


E^DAT,  December  28. 
Tk«  Tbteiff—Seditttion  Q/Dutiet, 

Mr.  Ykbpianok,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred  so 
much  of  the  President's  Message  as  relates  to 
such  further  rednction  in  the  revenues  as  may 
not  be  required  for  ol^ects  of  general  welfare 
and  public  defence,  authorized  by  the  constitu- 
tion, made  a  report,  intended  to  accompany 
the  bill  (reported  flrom  the  Commitee  of  Ways 
and  Means  yesterday)  to  reduce  «id  otherwise 
to  alter  the  dnties  <m  imports ;  which  report 
was  read,  ukd  omnmitted. 

Mr.  OaiiBBauara  moved  fen-  the  printing  of 
6,000  extra  cofSm  of  the  report.  This  motum, 
by  nile,  lies  one  day  on  the  table. 

BedueUon  Pottage. 
The  following  resolatioa  was  cdfored  by  ICr. 

£,  EVXBETT. 

Raolved^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  OfBce 
and  Post  Boads  be  instnioted  to  inquire  into  the 
inexpediency  of  reducing  the  rates  of  postage  on 
letters,  pamphlets,  and  newspapers. 

In  moving  this  resolntion,  Mr.  Evebbtt  ob- 
served that  the  subject  had,  at  the  last  sesaimi, 
been  presented  to  Congress,  by  petiticm,  from 
the  portaon  <tf  the  eoontry  which  he  in  part 
represented.  He  had  tiien  urged  the  justioe  of 
the  measure  recommended.  Bdieving  it  still 
b<^  just  fmd  peculiarly  seasonable,  he  was  in- 
duced, in  this  way,  to  bring  It  to  t^e  consider- 
ation of  the  House ;  and,  in  doing  so,  he  would 
briefly  eaq^laln  the  view  whioh  he  took  o(,it. 
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Few  peraons  who  had  not  tamed  their  atten- 
tion partioolariT  to  the  Post  Office  were  aware 
what  a  vast  and  expensive  establishment  it  had 
beoome.  In  giving  it  this  cbaraoter,  however, 
he  by  DO  means  intended  to  say  that  its  opera- 
tions ought  to  be  contracted ;  on  the  contrary, 
be  woald  go  as  far  as  any  one  in  extending  the 
accommodation  which  it  afforded  to  the  people. 
Bat  the  view  he  took  of  the  subject  made  it 
necessary  to  state  the  expense  at  which  it  is 
aapported;  and  which,  for  the  year  ending 
Jidy,  18S8f  amonnted  to  the  large  snm  of  2,286,- 
100  dollara,  of  wMefa  3,268,670  dollars  were 
aetaally  levied,  in  the  foim  of  postue.  during 
the  last  year.  The  entire  expense  oi  tne  navy 
of  the  United  States  is  bnt  8,879,000  dollara, 
and  that  of  the  whole  civil  list,  foreign  inter- 
ooorse  and  misoellaneoos  depiutment  of  the 
Government  is  bnt  a  trifle  over  $8,000,000. 
These  comparisons  show  that  ihe  Post  OflBce 
establishment,  if  uuong  the  most  osefnl,  is  also 
among  the  most  expensive  establishments  of 
the  country. 

This  expense  is  not  defrayed  fh>m  the  treas- 
ury, as  that  of  the  other  public  establishments, 
but  by  a  specific  tax,  levied  on  a  portion  of  the 
people,  vix:  those  who  receive  letters  and 
packets  by  mail,  charged  with  postage.  One 
of  the  olQects  to  which  I  wish  to  draw  the  at- 
tention of  the  committee  is,  the  inquiry  whether, 
as  the  Post  Office  establishment  ia  partly  for 
the  service  of  the  public,  as  well  as  partly  for 
the  accommodation  of  private  individuals,  the 
entire  expense  of  it  ought  to  be  thrown  upon 
the  latter  t  And  another  point  of  inquiry  is, 
whether  the  burden  of  supporting  that  part 
which  is  for  private  aocommoaation  is  fairly 
portioned  ? 

If  the  Government  leried  no  more  from  the 
Individuals  served  than  it  costs  the  Government 
to  render  the  service  to  these  individuals,  there 
woidd,  of  course,  be  no  cause  of  complaint. 
Or,  if  the  state  of  the  treasury  required  that 
more  should  be  raised  from  the  payers  of  post- 
age than  the  establishment  oorts  to  the  Gov- 
ernment; then  if  the  excess  were  eqnitably 
^iportioned  among  all  who  pay  it,  there  would 
be  no  injustice.  But  neither  of  these  is  true. 
On  the  present  system,  the  Government,  by 
penal  laws,  secures  to  itself  the  monopoly  of 
the  business,  and  then  charges  the  expense  of 
carrying  it  on  to  a  portion  only  of  the  people, 
and,  as  I  think,  upon  ineqnitnble  principles. 

In  the  first  place,  tliere  is  frequently  a  con- 
iiderable  snrplos  over  and  above  the  whole 
expense  of  the  estshlidiment :  thus,  the  year 
bunre  last,  there  was  a  snrplns  of  more  than 
200,000  doUars.  In  the  prno^  state  of  the 
treasaiy  there  sorely  can  be  no  reaw»  in  rais- 
ing a  revenue  of  this  kind  by  a  Qovemment 
monopoly. 

In  the  next  place,  there  Is  a  very  omader- 
able  number  of  post  routes  which  are  unpro- 
dnctive ;  that  is,  which  cost  more  to  keep  up 
than  they  yield.  The  law  requires  a  return  to 
be  mode  to  Congress  of  thoee  that  yield  less 
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than  a  third  of  the  cost  of  maintalnlDg  them ; 
but  no  return  is  made  of  all  the  others,  and 
those  which  are  returned  are  rarely  if  ever  dis- 
oontinned.  I  am  not  for  discontinuing  them, 
unless  they  are  useless  or  superfluous,  as  well 
as  unproductive.  I  am  willing  to  pursue  the 
most  liberal  policy  in  mnltiplyiog  them.  But 
why  are  nnprodnctive  post  routes  established 
and  kept  up  ?  Of  course,  because  the  pnblio 
good,  or  the  interest  of  the  inhabitants  on  the 
route  requires  it,  or  both.  Bnt  whether  it  be 
one  or  the  other,  or  both,  it  Is  pl«^  that  tiie 
expense,  if  not  borne  by  the  inhabitants  on  the 
route)  (those  immediatdy  benefited,)  should  be 
borne  by  the  public  at  hirge,  and  paid  out  of 
the  public  treasury.  It  cannot  be  just  to 
charge  it,  as  we  now  do,  to  the  individuals  who 
pay  postage  on  some  other  routCL  thus  mating 
them  pay  their  own  postage  and  that  of  their 
fellow-citizens. 

Lastly,  there  is  the  vast  quantity  of  lettns, 
papers,  and  documents  whicn  are  transported 
free  of  postage.  The  whole  correspondence  of 
the  Government,  external  and  internal,  foreign 
and  domestic;  the  volnminoos  documents, 
which  we  print  here  by  thousands  and  tens  of 
thousands,  and  the  entire  correspondence  of 
seven  or  dght  thousand  postmasters ;  all  those 
are  transported  free  of  expense  to  th<Me  who 
despatch  and  those  who  receive  them.  I  am 
not  for  curtailing  this  privilege ;  it  is  essential 
(to  some  extent)  to  cany  on  the  |inblic  busi- 
ness ;  and  where  not  essential,  it  is  designed 
and  operates  for  the  benefit  of  the  people.  But 
who  onAt  to  ^ay  for  it?  Somebody  must  pay 
for  It.  We  write  free  on  the  packets,  but  when 
we  have  done  so  they  acquire  no  locomotive 
power ;  they  do  not  fiy  through  the  ur ;  they 
are  carried  along  and  distributed,  by  the  usual 
means  <tf  transportation,  to  the  amount  of  more 
tons  than  I  will  venture  to  estimate,  in  the 
course  of  the  year.  But  this  transportation, 
which  takes  place  for  the  immediate  service  m 
the  Government  and  the  general  accommodation 
of  the  people,  instead  of  being  paid  for  by  the 
treasury,  is  thrown  npon  one  class  of  the 
citizens,  who  are  compelled  by  the  Government 
to  pay  for  carrying  their  own  letters,  and  then 
for  all  the  free  letters,  documents,  and  piwkages 
of  the  Executive  and  Le^alative  Departments. 
This  seems  to  me  unjust  and  unreasonable  in 
the  present  condition  of  the  treasury. 

I  think,  therefore,  that  the  cost  of  the  unpro- 
ductive post  roads,  instead  of  beicg  home  by 
a  part  ot  the  people,  should  be  borne  1^  the 
whole — should  be  a  public  cha^e.  How  mu^ 
it  would  amount  to  id  the  course  of  tiie  year  I 
do  not  know ;  but  the  books  of  the  Post  Office, 
I  presume,  would  fhmish  the  amonnttm  inspec- 
tion. 

In  the  next  place,  I  think  the  treasury  ought 
to  be  charged  a  reasonable  sum  on  account  of 
the  transportation  of  letters  and  documents  free 
of  postage.  What  would  be  a  reasonable  sum 
depends  on  the  proportion  which  this  port  of 
the  transportation  by  mul  bears  to  all  the  rest : 
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I  snppoBe  that  the  two  items  leather  would 
iairly  amount,  iti  the  present  state  of  (^lurs,  to 
over  a  million  of  dollars  aonoaUy ;  that  ia,  to 
one-half  of  the  present  cost  ctf  the  estabUdi- 
ment. 

This  would,  of  oonne,  anthoiize  a  correspond- 
ing rednotaon  in  the  present  rates  of  postiwe ;  a 
TMnotloA  which  ongbt,  on  every  prinaple  of 
eqnity,  to  take  place. 

In  making  toe  redaction,  a  new  gradoation 
oS  rates  of  postage  might,  I  think,  with  pro- 
priety be  made.  I  do  not  pretend  that  the 
amount  charf^ed  can  be  made  id  all  cases  to  cor- 
respond matliematicallj  with  the  distance  to 
which  the  letter  is  carried ;  bnt  it  seems  too 
wide  a  departure  from  tiiis  rule,  that  while  a 
letter  from  Boston  to  Kew  Orleans  pays  but  a 
quarter  of  a  dollar,  a  letter  from  Boston  to 
Washington  should  pay  as  much.  The  exaction 
of  double  postage  for  putting  your  letter  into 
■a  extra  huf  sheet,  or  for  enouMlngaflTe dollar 
bill  In  it,  is  also,  I  think,  unneoessarily  onerous. 

The  postage  on  pamphlets  and  newspapers 
might  likewue  be  aorantageondy  rednoed.  It 
is  at  present  a  heavy  tax  on  literature  and  in- 
telltgeaoe,  not  needed  by  the  treasury.  By 
combining  with  this  redaction  the  method 
adopted  in  England  to  prevent  the  letter  mail 
Avm  being  overloaded  with  other  articles,  or 
some  other  method  for  the  same  object,  I  think 
the  convenieuoe  and  interests  of  the  people 
would  be  greatly  promoted,  and  as  acceptable 
A  service  rendered  them  as  any  in  car  power 
to  render,  in  the  waj  of  redndng  and  equaliz- 
ing taxati(Hi. 

Mr.  GoimoB,  of  KorUi  Oardina,  said  he  did 
not  olf}ect  to  the  views  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachosetts,  (Hr.  Etbbstt);  he  wonld,  on 
the  contrary,  go  as  far  as  any  body  in  support- 
ing every  practicable  reduction  of  the  postage 
on  letters  newspapers,  pamphlets,  &c.  If  he 
understood  the  proposition  of  the  honorable 
member,  it  had  reference  not  only  to  a  reduction 
of  the  postage,  but  also  to  the  expediency  of 
throwing  the  Post  Ol&oe  Department  on  the 
public  treasury.  He  thought  such  a  proposition 
would  not  bo  sustuned  by  the  House  then  or  at 
any  other  time.  It  never  was  intended  that  t^e 
Post  Office  should  be  a  source  oi  revenue ;  but 
it  was  intended  that  it  should  bear  its  own  ex- 
penaes.  Contrary  to  expectation,  it  had  done 
this  and  more.  At  different  times  a  million  or 
two  had  accrued  at  the  treasury  from  the  Post 
Office  Department ;  which  sum  it  would  have 
a  just  right  to  call  on  the  treasury  for  at  any 
time  when  it  might  be  needed.  But,  as  an  in- 
dividual, he  was  not  willing  to  burden  the  pub- 
lic treasury  with  a  responsibility  for  the  Post 
Office  Department  The  gentleman  was  well 
aware  how  the  ffreat  amount  of  surplus  has  been 
disused  of;  it  had  been  expended  in  forming 
routes,  and  making  openings  through  various 
sections  of  the  country,  to  fiuilitate  the  com- 
mnnioations  of  the  citizens  in  the  difE^^t  parts 
of  the  Union.  Last  yeur,  up  to  July,  there  was 
a  snrplos  of  20(^000  dollars  which  had  been  tiius 
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applied.  In  the  present  year  there  was  s^d  to 
be  a  small  deficiency  of  some  6  or  6,000  dollars ; 
but  then  they  were  informed  that  it  would  ex- 
ceed by  as  ^eat  an  amonnt  the  next  year. 


Satdxdjlt,  December  89. 
Hedueiion  of  Pottage. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Hr.  EvEsnr,  of 
Hassacbusetta,  came  up. 

Mr.  WiLoB  said,  the  propodtion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  was,  in  effect,  to 
charge  the  Post  Office  on  the  customs.  This 
would  be  virtually  to  discharge  that  House 
from  the  further  consideration  of  reducing  the 
duties  to  that  extent.  Adding  two  millions  to 
the  duties  on  imports,  in  the  present  state  of 
our  afiGura,  was  like  throwing  water  on  a 
drowned  man.  In  Mr.  W.'s  part  fs/t  the  country 
the  chief  distinction  recognized  among  p<i^i- 
tituans  here,  was  between  those  who  wished 
less  money  to  be  r^ed  by  duties,  and  those 
who  tried  to  find  new  ways  of  spending  \U 
Among  the  latter  class,  he  was  forbidden  to 
rank  the  gentleman  from  Hamachusetts,  (Mr. 
EvBKBTT.)  That  gentleman  placed  his  resolu- 
tion on  the  footing  of  its  proposing  a  reduction 
of  oppressive  and  uuequ^  taxation.  He  (Mr. 
W.)  accepted  the  omen.  On  a  proper  occasion 
he  should  be  proud  to  have  the  support  of  the 
gentleman  to  that  object  He  was  happy  to 
hear  the  general  principle  avowed,  though  he 
fbared  there  might  arise  some  mifortunate  dif- 
ference of  opiiSoa  between  them,  when  ther 
came  to  its  application  in  detail 

With  respect  to  postage,  Mr.  W.  denied  that 
it  could,  with  propriety,  be  called  a  tax.  It  was 
not  unequal.  If  it  was  mostly  paid  by  the  in- 
habitants of  cities,  they,  too,  derived  the  great- 
est advantages  from  it.  So  far  as  it  was  a 
charge  on  commercial  correspondence,  the  mer- 
chants were  indemnified  by  increased  facilities 
afforded  to  entei^rise  and  speculation.  The 
cities  received  from  abroad  the  earliest  intelli- 
gence of  events,  which  regulated  prices  in  our 
markets,  and  these  were  oftei^of  sufficient  con- 
sequence not  merely  to  defray  the  ctuu^  of 
postage,  hut  to  warrant  the  expense  of  expresseSi 
So  far  as  political  and  literwr  information 
was  concerned,  the  publishers  of  newnwpera, 
magazines,  and  pamphlets,  in  tiiedties,  aeriTea 
the  profits  of  a  nu>re  extensive  demand  for  th^ 
works,  which  the  mul  enabled  them  to  circu- 
late more  widely. 

There  seemed  to  him  no  more  propriety  in 
maintaining  that  each  part  of  the  country  should 
defray  the  expense  of  its  own  post  routes,  than 
in  saying  that  the  seaboard  ought  to  pay  for  ita 
own  fortification^  and  commerce  for  the  navy 
that  protects  it. 

As  to  the  oppressive  character  of  the  charge 
of  postage,  he  was  not  apprised  that  it  had  ever 
been  compluned  of.  If  it  had  ever  bem  gall- 
ing, the  sore  must  have  grown  oallous.  Prov- 
idence, it  was  said,  fitted  Uie  yoke  to  the  neck; 
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it  fitted'the  neck  to  the  yoke  also.  This  had 
been  worn  ontil  it  became  comparatively  easy. 
Other  hardens  still  touched  the  quick,  and  mast 
be  got  rid  at  In  this  manner  the  topic  of  post- 
ag»  hod  been  ocHuidered  and  disposed  of  by  the 
Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Ueaua:  and  aa  he 
should  be  sorry  to  see  that  dispontaon  of  it  at 
present  distuibed,  be  fdt  bound  to  say  thus 
much,  merely  to  prevent  t^e  opinion  of  the 
House  being  prematnrely  affected  by  the  great 
weight  to  wmcb  every  uiing  that  f^  from  the 
gentleman  from  HasBaobusetts  waa  juatly  en- 
titled. 

Mr.  HoFFMAH  said,  the  proportion  advanced 
in  the  gentleman's  argnment  went,  if  he  under- 
stood it,  to  pension  the  Post  Office  Department 
upon  the  public  treasury.  Such  a  scheme  con- 
t^ned,  at  first  blush,  a  manifest  impropriety. 
Daring  die  last  fifteen  years  it  had  been  the  set- 
tied  policy  of  the  Qovemment  to  make  this  de- 
partment support  itself.  It  was  a  settled  prin- 
i^ple  in  this  country  that  the  transmission  of  in- 
telligenoe  should  never  be  made  a  subject  of  tax- 
ation. The  pro|>osition  in  the  resolution  was, 
therefore^  impolitic ;  contrary  to  the  fixed  policy 
and  principles  of  this  counlry.  But  it  was  quite 
asunjustasitwasimpolitia  The  principal  arga- 
ment  ui^d  by  the  gentleman  in  its  behalf,  and 
the  chief  snbiect  of  his  complunt  in  the  existing 
state  of  the  department,  was  the  vast  inequality 
of  the  operation  of  the  present  law  of  postage, 
the  practical  effect  of  which  was  said  to  be  that 
the  whole  expense  of  the  traDBmisaion  of  letters 
thronf^out  the  country  was  borne  by  a  few 
persona.  Kr.  H.  did  not  think  that  sooh  was 
the  case  In  point  of  ikcL  By  whom  was  the 
greater  part  of  the  postue  at  present  pdd? 
first,  by  members  of  the  Mgal  pmesaion,  who 
transmitted  the  necessary  papers  connected  with 
the  caasea  in  which  they  were  engaged ;  this 
expense  was  always  chai^;ed  by  the  lawyers  to 
their  clients,  and  by  them  paid.  Another  class 
was  the  printers  of  newspapers  and  periodicals, 
and  they  chained  the  poeta^  to  their  sub- 
scribers and  customers.  A  third  class  consisted 
of  merchants  and  men  of  businees,  and  it  was 
well  known  that  postage  formed  an  item  of 
charge  in  Uieir  mataal  aoooonts.  The  burden, 
then,  fell  on  wide  classes  oi  the  community, 
and  was  made  a  practice,  as  equal  in  its  purpose, 
as  in  the  nature  of  things  was  possible. 

But,  suppc^ng  the  project  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  was  adopted,  by  whom 
would  tiie  amount  then  be  paid  ?  It  would  be 
taken  from  the  pockets  of  nuDdreds  and  thon- 
sanda  who  had  litUe  or  no  concern  in  the  trans- 
mission of  letters,  papers,  or  books  at  all.  All 
these  would  be  made  tributary  to  the  expense 
of  an  establishment  with  which  they  had  scarce 
any  thing  to  do,  and  from  which  they  derived 
scarce  any  sensible  benefit.  Thecharge,  surely, 
ought  to  be  borne  by  those  who  were  directly 
benefited  by  the  establishment ;  and  if  any  part 
cl  our  population  should  be  exempt,  it  ought 
to  be  those  who  bad  little  or  no  interest  in  the 
tnuismiarion  of  the  mails.    The  gentleman's 
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scheme,  Instead  of  remedying,  would  aggravate 
and  increase  any  inequality  whidi  existed  at 
present.  The  gentleman  complained  of  gross 
u^ustice  in  compelling  the  prodnctive  mdi 
routes  to  bearthe  whole  expense  of  those  whldi 
were  onprodactive.  But  this  complaint  was 
as  ipifinmded  as  the  othw.  Jf  tJie  unproductive 
routes  were  to  be  pensioned  upon  the  treasury,  % 
how  was  the  department  to  asoortaln  wfaidi 
routes  were  unproductive  and  whii^  were  not  t 
The  reduction  of  the  rates  of  postage  woidd 
speedily  operate  to  render  many  routes  nnpro- 
QQCtive  which  now  supported  themselves,  and 
sent  a  balance  to  the  department.  The  gtoitle- 
man  would  soon  find  that  he  bad  got  toe  de- 
partment into  a  situation  where  its  difBcnlties 
were  far  more  and  greater  than  ever.  Its  oU 
difficulties  would  be  increased,  and  new  ones 
created. 


Weomksdat,  January  3. 
£eduetion  iff  Pottofft. 
The  resolution  heretofore  offered  by  Mr.  £. 
EvEBETT,  coming  np, 

Mr.  Etbbstt  observed,  that  though  he  had 
not  anticipated,  in  offering  this  resolution,  that 
it  wonld  consume  so  much  of  the  time  of  the 
House,  yet  he  believed  the  subject  to  which  it 
referred  was  of  importance  enough  to  deserve 
all  the  time  which  it  had  occupied,  or  might 
yet  oconpy.  He  did  not  himself,  however,  in- 
tend to  protract  the  debate :  but  as  his  objects 
had  not  neen  correotiy  stated,  nor  bis  arg^uments 
answered  by  any  of  the  gentlemen  who  had 
fallowed  and  opposed  him,  he  would  trouble 
the  House  wiui  a  brief  additional  explanik 
tion. 

Of  the  several  ^ntiemen  who  bad  spoken 
against  the  resolutionj  not  one  has  attempted 
to  refute  the  broad  pnnoiple,  that  as  the  Post 
Office  establishment  was  partly  for  the  public 
service,  and  partly  for  private  accommodation, 
it  was  not  just  that  the  entire  expense  of  it 
should  be  charged  to  one  class  of  private  indi- 
viduals. The  gentleman  from  Georgia  (whose 
ingenuity  had  not  found  a  reply  to  one  of  2Cr. 
E.*s  arguments)  bad  said,  that  the  rescdution 
went  to  charge  the  Post  Office  on  the  cnstcans. 
This  was  giving  the  resolutitm,  to  say  the  leut^ 
twice  the  latitude  intended.  Ifr.  E,  had  inti- 
mated only  that  a  part  of  the  expense  of  the 
Post  Office  (that  part  which  was  not  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  payers  of  postage)  ought  to  be  charged 
to  the  people  at  large ;  that  is,  ought  to  he 
charged  to  those  for  whose  good  the  eroense 
was  incurred.  The  gentleman  might  oaU  tiiis 
charging  the  Post  Office  on  the  customs ;  but, 
if  it  were  so  charged,  it  would  be  precisely  in 
the  condition  of  the  army,  navy,  executive, 
legislative,  and  jndicial  departments  of  the 
Government;  and,  in  short,  every  public  in- 
stitution and  establishment.  These  are  all 
"charged  to  the  customs,"  precisely  because 
the  people  of  the  United  Statea  bad,  from  thiQ 
first,  given  a  preference  to  indiriwt  tazati(qi, 
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u  that  method  of  ndnng  the  public  reveniiea, 
vhoM  bonlenB  were  most  equallj  difftaaed  and 
least  felt.  Vby,  th«  exist  of  that  portion  of  the 
pMt  Office  eB^Hsfameot,  which  was  tor  the 
direct  MTvice  of  tlie  pnblio,  or  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  indmdnala,  who  do  not  themselves 
par  for  it,  should  not  be  defrayed  as  all  other 
pnUio  establishments  are — wh:r  it  ihould  be 
charged  to  a  limited  class  of  private  citizens, 
who  are  oot  otherwise  benefited  than  the  rest 
of  the  community,  1  cannot  coDcave ;  nor  has 
any  gentleman,  by  any  plain  and  common  sense 
argament,  attempted  to  show. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Wiudb) 
had  said  that  it  was  nnseasonable  to  press  a 
measnre  of  this  kind  at  a  momoit  like  thls^ 
and  that,  in  its  operation,  it  wonld  inteiftre  with 
a  great  mattwwlUeh  the  Hoose  had  in  hand. 
On  the  contra^,  I  hold  it  is  precisely  the  right 
time  for  the  mtrodaotion  of  the  proposition, 
and,  instead  of  interfering  with  the  matter  to 
which  the  gentleman  allndes,  I  take  it  to  be 
fiurly  part  and  parcel  of  tiiat  matter,  and 
expressly  refbrredto  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  of  which  the  gentleman  is  a 
member,  as  one  of  the  points  allnded  to  in  the 
message  at  the  opening  of  the  session.  The 
President  says :  "  The  subject  of  the  rerenue 
is  earnestly  recommended  to  the  conrideration 
of  Oongreas,  in  hope  that  the  combined  wisdom 
Ot  die  B^resentatiTeB  of  the  people  will  devise 
such  means  of  eSbcting  that  salutary  object,  aa 
may  remove  tbose  hardens  which  shall  be 
fonnd  to  fill  nneqaally  upon  any.** 

Kow,  rir,  I  have  proved  that  the  bnrden  of 
the  Post  Office  establishment  foils  very  nne- 

anslly,  and  the  gentleman  refhses  to  relieve 
dose  oppressed  by  it,  because  he  has  in  hand  a 
general  plan  for  rdieving  those  who  suffer  under 
what  they  think  unequal  taxation.  I  maintain 
that  this  Poet  Office  tax,  the  heaviest'  single  tax 
which  the  people  pay,  amounting  to  two  and  a 
half  millions  annually,  is  demonstrably  unequal 
in  its  apportionment  AU  the  other  taxes  in 
the  conntry  are  levied  on  consamption,  and 
that  ia  08  near  an  approach  to  equality  as  can 
be  made.  The  posti^e  tax,  instead  of  inter- 
fering with  a  plan  for  removing  unequal  taxa- 
tion, Is  in  reality  the  only  bnrden  with  which 
I  am  acqu^nted,  which  falls  unequally  on  uiy 
of  the  people.  Sixty  or  seventy  tons  of  franked 
documents  is,  literally  as  well  as  financially,  an 
enormoQS  burden  to  throw  on  a  single  class  of 
the  community ;  to  say  nothing  of  the  unpro- 
ductive routes,  the  cost  of  whi«i  is  also  oast  on 
the  same  individuals. 

The  gentleman  from  New  Tork  QSi.  Hopf- 
kan)  had  said  that  if  the  Post  Office  were  not 
thrown  on  the  treasury,  the  time  would  come 
when  the  treasury  would  make  drafts  on  the 
Post  Office;  if  we  did  not  keep  the  Post  Office 
and  treasary  distinct,  whenever  the  latter  ran 
low  the  government  would  resort  to  postage  aa 
a  source  of  revenne.  Sir,  that  will  be  done  at 
any  rate.  Whenever  the  ordinary  soorces  of 
Vt&Aio  inoome,  derived  ttom  the  otutonis,  are 
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cut  off,  and  it  becomes  necessary  to  nsmi  to 
direct  taxation,  the  Post  OfBee  will  be  among 
the  first  o^eots  resmrted  to.  In  the  last  war 
the  rates  of  postage  were  doubled.  Foreseting 
such  an  increase  of  postage  hereafter,  as  the 
possible  result  of  my  proposition,  the  gentie- 
man  said  my  plan  tended  to  tax  intelligence 
and  information  for  the  use  of  the  treasury.  I 
say,  on  the  contrary,  I  wish  to  prevent  intelli- 
gence and  information  being  taxed  to  carry  on 
we  various  branches  of  the  public  serrioe ;  and 
it  is  a  very  insufficient  reason  for  refbaing  to  take 
off  the  tax  now  that  you  may  have  to  put  it  on 
again  hereafter.  Ijct  us  take  it  off  now  that  we 
can,  and  keep  it  off  as  long  asweean;  it  will  be 
time  enoogh  to  pnt  it  on  ag»n  when  we  mnst. 

Mr.  HomuN  obsored,  in  reidy,  that  he 
bad  remarked,  on  a  fwmer  day,  when  this  sub- 
ject had  been  under  discnsricm,  that,  if  tiie 
genUeman  had  submitted  his  resolution  without 
the  accompanying  observations,  it  would  prob< 
ably  have  passed  in  silence,  as  containing  some 
proper  suggestions  to  the  Post  Office  Oommittee. 
But  the  guntieman  had  thought  proper  to  favor 
the  House  with  his  views  and  reasons  for  intro- 
ducing it,  from  which  it  had  appeared  that  the 
reasonings  on  which  the  resolution  was  founded, 
were  whoUy  fallacious,  and  the  purpose  of  ila 
introduction  very  different  from  what  might  be 
gathered  from  the  tenor  of  the  resolution  itself. 
The  gentleman''s  whole  aigument,  as  it  has  now 
been  put,  lay  in  this  fact  that  tiie  transmission 
of  intelligence  among  the  people  of  the  tTnion 
was  chained  with  the  exprase  (^the  transmis- 
sion also  of  the  public  documents,  especial^ 
those  printed  and  dronlated  by  order  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Oongress.  TTiis  might  be  a  very 
good  argument  in  favor  of  a  reduction  of  the 
franking  privilege ;  but  for  nothing  else.  If  it 
was  true  that  the  two  Houses  wereinthe  habit 
of  franking  more  than  they  ought  to  do,  it  was 
easy  to  remedy  the  evil,  by  curtuling  the  power. 
Confine  tiie  franking  privilege  to  the  officers  of 
QDvemment^  or  limit  it  in  point  of  time.  The 
argument  ui^t  avail  against  the  people's 
reading  so  mudi,  or  agidnst  the  Houses  frank- 
ing so  much,  or  in  fitvor  cf  their  franking  more 
aamsOj ;  but  it  was  no  argument  for  the  redac- 
tion of  the  rates  of  postage.  Still  less  was  it 
any  reason  why  the  expenses  of  the  Post  Office 
should  be  chained  upon  the  treasuiy.  Did  not 
the  treasury  uready  contribute  lately  to  the 
expense  of  that  department !  The  l^slatlon 
of  the  House,  while  occupied  in  examining  and 
passing  upon  proposed  mail  routes,  was  paid 
for  out  of  the  treasury.  A  largo  share  of  the 
action  of  the  department  itself  was  sustained 
from  the  same  source.  All  the  salaries  of  the 
nnmwoua  officers  of  the  establishment  came  out 
oS  the  treasury,  and  he  had  no  doubt,  if  the 
matter  were  fmly  investigated,  it  would  appear 
that  a  large  part  oi  the  charges  attending  the 
teansmission  of  the  for^  tons  of  documents,  of 
which  the  gentleman  had  spoken,  came  fnmt 
tiie  same  plaioa. 

Bat,  allowing  tiie  burden  to  be  as  unequal  as 
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the  gentlenum  had  repreeeiited  it  to  be,  his  own 
propomtioD  would  render  it  stUI  mwe  uneqiul. 
XhoM  who  paid  now  were  perscHU  who  derived 
at  leart  HRne  advantages  fitm  the  tmumiarion 
itf  the  mail ;  but  tbon  whom  the  gentieman 
wished  to  oompet  to  ^vj,  were  perBons  who 
wMe  almost  entirely  muNHUMoted  with  it;  who 
aeldom  sent,  and  as  sddtHB  reoelTed  letters  bj 
mail  at  &IL 


TmntSDAT,  January  8. 
Seduction  <ff  Pottage. 

The  Honse  then  resnmed  the  ooneideration  of 
the  reeolation  submitted  on  a  preceding  day  by 
Mr.  Etbbktt,  of  Hassachuaetts,  iDBtmctinK  the 
Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads  to 
hriog  in  a  bill  redacin|;  the  rates  of  postage. 

Kr.  GiJCBBEuraa  said  that  he  bad  an  amend- 
ment to  propose,  which  might,  perh^is,  meet 
the  approbation  of  the  geDtleman  who  offered 
the  original  resolution,  and  of  the  Honse  also ; 
it  was  simply  to  provide  that  the  effldeney  of 
the  Post  Office  shonld  not  be  impaired,  nor  its 
ability  to  snst^n  itself  diminished.  Ur.  0.  then 
offered  the  amendment. 

iir.  Etbbkit  regretted  that  there  shonld  be 
any  oljeetlon  to  a  reaoIuti<HL  of  inquii?  going  to 
the  Post  OfiSoe  Committee.  The  character  of 
that  committee  was,  be  dionld  have  thought,  a 
snffi(»ent  guarantee  that  nothing  i^Jnrioas  to 
tiie  public  interest  could  be  expected  at  their 
hands.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the  resolution 
shonld  be  referred  without  the  restrictions  im- 
posed by  the  amendment ;  bat,  rather  than  it 
shonld  be  rejected,  he  would  vote  for  the  reso- 
lution with  the  addition  of  the  amendment, 

Mr.  Polk  said  that,  as  he  could  not  perceive 
any  necessity  for  acting  on  either  the  original 
proportion  or  the  modification  suggested  by  his 
mend  from  New  York  (Mr.  Cambbblbno),  he 
■honld  move  to  lay  the  resolution  and  amend- 
ment on  the  table. 

On  this  motion  Mr.  Etebstt  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays;  which  being  taken,  stood— Teas 
89,  Nays  89. 

The  CoAis  gave  the  casting  vote  in  the  affirm- 
ative; BO  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 
Tribunal^  Olawu. 

Ifr.  HoGAN  moved  the  following  refldntion : 

Beaotved,  Tbst  the  Committee  on  Uie  Judleiary 
be  instructed  to  inquire  and  report  oa  the  expe- 
diency of  establUhing  a  Jadicial  tribuna],  vhich 
shall  take  cognizance  of  all  claims  and  demands  of 
io^viduals  on  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
and  decide  on  the  vaU<Uty  thereof,  in  accordance 
with  tbe  priDcdples  of  eq^ty  and  law,  and  ettsUldwd 
rales  of  evide&ee. 

Mr.  H.  aooompanied  his  motion  by  some  re- 
mariu  on  the  great  number  oS  priv^  bills  on 
the  calendar  <tf  tiie  House ;  the  consumption  of 
time  aonnally  occasioned  by  diBCuasing  them, 
and  tlie  nmUI  d^ree  of  attention  usually  be- 
stowed by  a  vast  minority  of  the  House  on  their 
disousrion.  He  stated,  as  his  (^ion,  that  pri- 
Tite  iodlTidual  dalnw  tor  more  Uian  a  milucm 
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of  dollars,  might  be  substantiated  against  the 
United  States,  were  it  allowable  to  sue  the 
national  sovereign ;  hut,  since  this  could  not  be 
allowed,  they  must  be  settled  by  Ora^esa,  and 
the  expinise  of  so  d<dng  would  not  amount  to 
less  than  three  millions  of  dollars.  The  resolu- 
tion was  agreed  to. 

Seductumofths  Tariff— Mr.  VerpIanakU  .BtO. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Yebfujtck,  the  interven- 
ing orders  were  postponed,  and  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  WATm  in 
the  chur,  and,  by  a  vote  of  94  to  78,  took  up 
the  bill  "to  reduoe  and  otherwise  alter  the 
duties  on  imports." 

[The  bill  omitted.  Its  character  and  efffeet  wiQ 
be  well  understood  from  tbe  debates,  and  especially 
from  tbe  opening  speech  of  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Metns,  (Ur.  Julian  Yer- 
planek,  of  Kew  Tot^  reporter  of  tbe  bill,  and  its 
pariiamentary  exponader  to  die  Honse,)  showing 
that  it  would  make  a  rednotion  ni  $1S,000,-000  on 
the  tariff  of  1828,  and  still  yield  $19,600,000,  wUeh, 
with  93,000,000  from  other  sources,  would  make 
$22,000,000 — which  would  be  $7,000,000  more  than 
the  Government  would  require,  the  public  debt 
being  paid.  He  estimated  $18,000,000  as  tbe 
necesaary  current  expenses  of  the  Qovemment ; 
and  $1S,000,000  as  tbe  maximum  amount  that 
ought  to  be  raised  to  meet  extraordlnarlM  and 
coBtingendes;  so  that  a  ftirther  reduction  of 
$?  ,000,000  might  be  made  after  the  little  remaii^ 
Ing  fragment  of  the  pabUc  debt  should  be  extinr 
quisbed.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  YEBPUNOi^the  bill  waa 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr,  Ykbplakox  uii  that  he  nee  to  invite 
the  attention  of  the  oonunittee  to  the  examina- 
tion  <^  the  details  of  the  bill  now  before  them, 
and  for  that  purpose  only.  It  was  true,  that 
this  was  a  bill  which  might  Berve  as  an  occasion 
for  expatiating  upon  topics  that  always  awaken- 
ed much  interest  The  great  question  of  con- 
stitutional right  might  be  argued.  The  ques- 
tion of  the  incidence  or  bearing  of  taxation,  to- 
gether with  other  not  less  important  theories 
of  political  economy,  might  be  now  discussed 
But,  for  myself,  I  feel  that  after  the  yean  during 
which  Congress,  and  public  men  elsewhere, 
as  well  as  the  press,  have  diseussed  these 
points,  and  espedally  after  the  ample  dia- 
cusaion  which  has  taken  place  during  the  pres- 
ent Congress,  it  would  be  presumption  for 
me  to  think  that  I  could  now  contribute  any 
new  general  views  that  would  enlighten  the 
House  or  the  nnticm.  In  making  these  remarks, 
I  speak  not  only  my  own  unfeigned  opinion,  but 
as  1  am  fhlly  authorized,  that  m  those  of  my  col- 
leagues on  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
who  have  joined  with  me  in  reporting  this  bilL 

Ai  members  of  thb  Honae,  we  have  some  of 
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oa  tioB  floor,  and  all  of  na  in  aome  way  or 
er,  made  known  oor  views  to  oar  oinutita- 
cnts.  Hie  people  have  the  whole  of  the  gener- 
al arvoment  before  them.  It  is  now  to  a  more 
prsctioal  and  urgent  dnty  that  I  wonld  iarite 
the  attenUoQ  of  this  body.  It  is  one  .growing 
cat  of  the  financial  state  of  our  Oovemmeot, 
and  its  legation. 

The  last  war  left  the  nation  laboring  nnder  a 
weight  of  pnblio  debt  The  payment  of  that 
war  debt  was  one  of  the  great  objects  of  the 
arrangement  of  oar  revenne  qrstem  at  the 
peace,  and  it  was  never  lost  sight  of  in  any 
•nbaeqaent  arrangament  of  our  tariff  system. 
I^oe  1B15  we  have  annually  derived  a  revenne 
ikom  several  sonroea,  but  by  far  the  lai^^t  part . 
from  duties  on  imports,  of  sometimes  twenty, 
sometimes  twenty-five,  and  recently  thirty-two 
and  thirty-three  millions  of  dollars  a  year. 

Of  this  sum  - 10,000,000  dollar?  always,  but, 
of  late,  a  much  lai^r  proportion,  has  been  de- 
voted to  the  payment  of  the  interest  and  prin- 
dpal  of  the  public  debt  At  last  that  debt  has 
been  eztingaished.  The  manner  Id  which  those 
burdens  were  distributed  nnder  former  laws, 
have  been,  heretofore,  a  subject  of  complaint 
and  remonstrance.  I  do  not  propose  to  inquire 
into  the  wisdom  or  Juatloe  of  thoee  laws.  Hie 
debt  baa  been  extingiushed  by  them;  let  us  be 
grat^bl  fbr  the  pai^  We  are  now  to  enter 
upon  fmother,  .an  honorable  and  grttifying  duty, 
the  reduction  of  the  taxes  of  the  pw^e— Uie 
alleviation  of  the  public  bttrdens. 

Here  Ur.  Y.  gave  a  brief  View  of  the  financial 
history  of  our  Government  since  the  peace  of 
181S,  in  which  he  stated  that,  during  the  last 
mz  years,  an  annual  average  income  of  27,000,- 
000  of  dollars  had  been  received ;  the  far  great- 
er part  from  the  castoms.  That  this  sum  had 
been  appropriated,  the  one-half  towards  the 
neoessary  expenses  of  the  Govemmeat,  and  the 
other  half  in  the  payment  of  the  pnblio  debt 
Ll  reviewing  the  regular  calls  upon  the  treasury, 
during  the  last  seven  years,  for  the  civil,  naval, 
and  military  departments  of  the  Government, 
including  all  ordinary  contingencies,  about 
18,000,000  of  dollars  a  year  had  been  expended. 
Tliis  amonnt  of  18,000,000  of  dollars  wonld 
seem,  even  now,  su£9oient  to  cover  the  standing 
necessary  expenses  of  the  Government  A 
long-delayed  debt  of  public  jnstioe,  for  he  would 
not  call  it  bounty,  to  the  soldiers  of  the  revolu- 
tion, had  added  for  the  present,  sinoe  it  could 
be  bat  for  a  few  years  onl^r,  an  additional  annual 
million.  Fourteen  millions  of  dollars  then 
covered  the  necessary  expenAtnres  our  Gov- 
ernment But,  however  rigid  and  eoon^mioal 
we  ought  to  he  in  actual  expen^turea,  in  pro- 
viding the  aotiroes  of  the  revenue,  which  might 
be  culed  upon  tor  unfiweaeen  oontingenciee,  it 
was  wise  to  arrange  H  on  a  liberal  scale.  This 
wonld  be  done  ^  allowing  an  additional  mil- 
lion, which  would  cover,  not  only  extra  expenses 
in  time  of  peace,  but  meet  those  of  Indiau 
wariive,  if  such  should  arise,  as  well  as  those  of 
increased  naval  expenditure,  firom  temporary 
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coUlnons  with  fbreign  powers,  short  of  i^wmai- 
nentwaiCue.  We  are  not,  therefore,  justifiablet 
in  nuring  more  than  16,000,000  dollars  as  a 
permanent  revenue.  In  other  words,  at  least 
18,000,000  dollars  of  the  revoine  that  would 
have  been  collected  under  the  tariff  system  of 
1828,  may  now  be  dispensed  with;  and,  in 
years  of  great  importation,  a  much  lai^r  sum. 
The  act  of  last  summer  removed  a  lai^  portion 
of  this  excess ;  yet  taking  the  importation  of 
the  last  year,  as  a  standard,  the  revenues  derived 
from  that  source,  if  calculated  according  to  the 
act  of  1883,  wonld  produce  19,600,000,  and 
with  the  odicr  aonroes  of  revenue,  an  inoomeof 
22,000,000  dollars.  This  is,  a  least,  seven  mil- 
lions above  the  wants  of  the  treasury. 

It  was  this  excess  of  public  burdens  whidi 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  have  felt 
it  to  be  their  duty  now  to  call  upon  Congress 
to  reduce.  The  task  of  regulating  the  rate  and 
manner  of  that  reduction  was  neither  easy  nor 
enviable.  We  a^  most  know  that  lai^  sections 
of  the  country  throughout,  aa  well  as  various 
classes  of  the  community  in  every  section  of  the 
country,  hav*  compluned,  or  remonstrated 
agunst  the  unequal  operation  of  the  public 
burdens.  It  is  certain,  too^  that,  nnder  any 
plan  of  finance  whatsoever,  of  Icng  duration, 
various  intoresta  mast  grow  up,  which  cannot 
bat  be  subject  to  great  injury,  fnm  a  ^ange 
even  for  a  better,  and  less  onerous  system. 

The  committee  have  felt  all  these  ^fficulties. 
They  have  approached  the  subject  not  with 
rashness  or  presumption,  hut  witii  humili^. 
They  have  endeavored  to  profit  by  the  lights  of 
long  experience,  and  of  former  legi^tion. 
Whatever  may  be  the  defects  of  their  bill,  they 
confidently  claim  for  themselves  the  merit  of 
honest  and  sincere  intention.  They  trust  that 
no  local  or  personal  interests,  and  oertaiuly  no 
viewa  or  feelings  of  party  politics,  have  been 
suffered  to  influence  them.  Th«y  have  desired 
and  endeavored  to  otmduot  the  deliberations  of 
their  committee-room  in  the  spirit  of  justice, 
conciliation,  and  of  peace ;  and  it  is  m  ^is 
spirit  that  tiim  now  invite  this  body  to  &o  ex- 
aminatim  <tf  tiie      before  theuL 


Wedhbbdat,  January  9. 
.Beduetimi      the  Ta^. 

The  House  having  again  gone  into  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  and  rosamed  the  consideration 
of  the  hill  to  reduce  aud  otherwise  alter  the 
duties  on  imports : 

Ur,  HmniNOTOir,  of  Oonnectiout  a^d :  The 
Committee  of  Ways  aud  Ueans  had  presented 
this  bill,  as  ocmbuniag  proviuons  to  insure  tibe 
revenue  from  the  customs,  which,  with  that 
from  other  sources,  would  be  sufficient  for  tiie 
wants  of  an  economical,  but  efficient  Govern- 
ment The  principle  which  formed  the  basis 
of  the  hill  was  that  the  Government  would 
require  hut  fifteen  millions  of  dollars  for  its 
annual  expenditure;  of  which  twelve  millions 
and  a  half  were  to  be  raised  from  the  customs, 
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tad  two  miUiona  and  m  half  from  the  poblio 
lands.  It  had  bem  stated  by  tiie  oomtnittee, 
in  their  report,  that  they  oonndered  it  their 
daty  to  present  to  tiie  Hotue  a  bill  which 
abcnild  be  f^radaal  in  its  operation  on  the  exiat- 
ing  establuhments  of  the  oonntry.  In  thia 
napect  the  oommittee  had  expressed  the  same 
sentiments  which  were  contained  in  the  Ez- 
ecntive  message,  and  in  the  report  from  the 
Treasury  Department.  The  report  uses  the 
following  langoage :  "  It  has  been  the  wish  of 
the  committee  to  guard  agunst  a  sudden  flac- 
taation  of  the  price  of  goods,  whether  in  the 
hands  of  the  merchant,  the  retailer,  or  the  man- 
n&cturer.  With  this  view,  they  have  made 
the  reduction  upon  Uie  more  important  pro- 
tected articles,  graduid  and  progresuve,V 

The  President,  in  allading  to  the  subject, 
says :  "  If,  upon  the  investigation  it  shall  be 
fonnd,  as  it  is  believed  it  will  be,  that  the  legis- 
lative protection  granted  to  any  particular 
interest,  is  greater  than  is  indispensably  requi- 
rite,"  (for  the  objects  previously  specified,  )*'  I  re- 
commend that  it  be  gradually  diminished,  and 
that,  as  far  as  may  be  oonsistent  with  these 
objects,  the  whole  scheme  of  duties  be  reduced 
to  the  revenue  stwdard,  as  soon  as  a  just 
regard  to  the  futh  of  the  Government,  and  to 
the  preservation  of  the  large  capital  invested  in 
estaDlishments  of  domestio  Indnsiry,  will  per- 
mit," "  Large  intereata  have  ^rown  up,  under 
the  implied  pledge  txF  our  national  legislation, 
vhich  It  would  seem  a  violation  of  public  faith 
suddenly  to  abandon."  The  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  recommending  a  reduction  of  the 
revenue,  says :  '*  The  neoesrity  of  adopting  the 
proposed  clianges  to  the  safety  of  existing 
establishments,  raised  up  under  the  auspices  of 
past  legislaUoD,  and  deeply  involving  the  in- 
terests of  large  portions  of  the  tTnion,  is  not  less 
imperious  in  the  further  changes  which  may 
be  deemed  expedient." 

Such  had  heea  the  sentiments  always  avowed 
by  those  who  believed  that  the  protective  sys- 
tem ought  to  be  abandcmed.  But  how  does  the 
bill  correspond  with  these  opinions  and  views 
thus  expressed!  Was  that  a  gradual  reduction 
of  the  protected  duties,  whi^  annihilated  the 
whole  in  two  years  t  Was  this  the  "  gradud 
diminution "  of  which  the  President  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  spoken  t  Did 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Heans  really  sup- 
pose that  within  two  years  the  industry  of  this 
country  could  adapt  itself  to  the  provisions  of 
such  a  bill  as  that  now  reported  ?  Did  not  every 
man,  at  all  conversant  with  th  practical  operation 
of  the  existing  system,  know  that  to  call  this  a 
gradua.  redaction,  was  a  perverrioa  d  tiie  terms  ? 

Was  two  years  a  period  in  which  the  indos- 
try  of  the  country  could  change  its  entire  direc- 
tion, and  resort  to  new  channels  ?  or  in  which 
the  people  could  resort  to  new  and  untried 
employments  for  their  livelihood  1  No,  for 
almost  all  beneficial  purposes  connected  with 
the  protection  of  interests^  which  had  grown 
vp  vaier  Hie  &lth  of  the  legislation  of  Congreas, 
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a  delay  of  two  yean  would  be  no  better  than 
the  immediate  operation  of  the  bill  on  the  whcde 
amonot  of  duties  prop(»ed  to  he  rednoed, 
sweeping  them  away  alt  a  blow.  He  wonld  teli 
the  oommittee  all  the  good  that  such  a  delay 
would  occasion :  it  allowed  those  who  had  on 
hand  extensive  stocks,  time  to  put  that  stock 
into  a  manufactured  form  for  sale.  But  as  to 
those  who  were  the  real  working  men  of  the 
country,  the  bill  operated  to  throw  them  com- 
pletely ont  of  employment,  without  time  to 

Erepare  themselves  for  sucn  a  radical  chan^. 
le  repeated  the  position  (and  he  did  so  with 
all  respect  for  the  committee  who  had  intro- 
duced the  bill)  that,  to  profess  the  principle  of 
gradnal  redueticm,  and|  at  the  same  time  to  cnt 
down  the  whole  proteotive  system  within  two 
years,  was  nothii^;  but  mockery.  Such  a  bill 
was  substantially  no  better  than  an  instantane- 
ous abolition  of  the  whole  amount  of  protective 
duties;  and  this  was  <me  feature  of  the  bill 
which  rendered  it  so  pecnliariy  obnoxions  to 
those  whose  interests  he  more  immediately 
represented  on  that  floor. 

But,  whether  gradn^  in  its  operation  or  not, 
whether  immediate  or  more  remote,  whether 
carrying  out  the  recommendatjons  of  those 
opposed  to  the  whole  system  or  not,  it  was 
reported  as  a  bill  caleolated  to  bring  down  the 
revenue  the  oonntry  so  as  *'  to  meet  the  ex- 
igencies o£  an  eocnomioal  bnt  efficient  admiidB- 
traUon." 


Thobsdat,  January  10. 
Tht  Tariff— Mr.  Y&rplatieJc'i  Bill. 

The  House  then  went  into  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  State  of  the  Union,  upon  the  bill 
to  reduce  and  otherwise  alter  the  duties  on 
imports — Mr.  Watns  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Inoebsoll,  of  Oonnecticot,  rose  and  s^d 
that  the  peculiar  situation  in  which,  as  one  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Heans,  it  had  been 
his  fortune,  perhaps  ndafortoncL  to  he  pUu»d, 
seemed  to  require  that  he  ahonlo,  in  this  early 
stage  of  tiie  debate,  (pve  tiie  reasons  why  he 
had  not  been  able  to  afieent  to  the  present  bill, 
and  the  report  which  accompanies  it.  This  is 
due  to  myself  (said  Mr.  I.)  do  less  than  to  my 
highly  respected  associates  of  the  committee, 
from  whom  I  have  been  obliged  to  differ.  As 
was  said  on  a  former  occasion,  and  in  reference 
to  another  report,  by  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Vxb- 
plakck)  who,  as  chainnan  of  the  committee,  re- 
ported this  bill,  my  position  in  regard  to  it,  is 
"  singular  and  solitary."  Yes,  I  saj^  it  more 
in  sorrow  than  in  anger,  it  is  solitary  indeed. 

What  would  he  the  precise  effect  of  this 
measure,  if  adopted,  on  the  revaiue  of  the 
country,  no  one  could  with  safety  predict. 
But,  as  I  wish  to  avoid  as  much  as  possible  all 
debatable  grounds,  I  shall  take  it  for  granted, 
for  the  purpose  of  this  inquiry  at  least,  that  tiie 
committee  are  right  in  saying  that  the  receipts 
trcm.  the  customs,  under  their  bill,  would  be 
ndooedto  sometl^  over  thirteen  millions  of 
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dtdlus.  We  an  asked  to  make  arrangements 
now  for  Uvge  redootioas,  beoaiue,  in  tlie  opin- 
ion of  the  oommittee,  our  present  receipts, 
tulesa  we  promptly  interpose,  will  roll  up  and 
retain  a  dfuieeruns  surplas  in  tlie  treasury,  '*  a 
needless  burden  upon  the  people,  a  tax  falling 
directly  or  indirectly  upon  tiie  laud  and  labor 
of  the  coantry,  certainly  ii\jurioas  in  its  effects, 
and  probably  noeqaal,  enricliing  tiie  treasury 
only  to  divide  and  distract  our  public  oonadls, 
by  tempting  to  expenditures  of  doubtful 
oonstitutional  right  or  inconsistent  with  the 
nmplicity  of  repnblioan  institutions,  staining 
their  pnnty,  ana  hazarding  their  ^lermanency." 

Mr.  Onainnan,  there  li  one  individual  on 
this  floor  who  is  in  fiivor  of  accumulating  sndi 
a  surplus  in  the  treasurer,  for  the  pleasure  of 
Borambling  for  the  spoUs,  I  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  it  is  not  the  humble 
individu^  who  now  addresses  you.  Ko,  sir ;  the 
sentiments  held  by  me  on  that  subject,  were 
embodied  in  a  report  presented  at  the  -last 
session,  and  wluch  was  also  ugned  by  my  friend 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Hr.  Giluobb,)  and,  by  the 
principles  there  expressed,  I  shall  steadfastly 
abide,  let  those  principles  lead  me  where  they 
may. 

There  are  some  points,  then,  io  which  I  am 
bappy  to  agree  with  the  other  members  of 
the  oommittee.  I  agree  with  them  that  we 
should  not  acoumnlate  a  nadesa  snrplns  in  the 
public  treasury ;  and  that,  at  a  proper  Ume, 
and  in  a  proper  manner,  tiie  revenues  should 
be  adaptea  to  the  strict  wants  of  the  Govera- 
ment,  if  found  to  exceed  those  wants.  Hore 
than  this,  it  may  be  admitted  that,  after  the 
payment  of  our  debts,  fifteen  millions,  the  sum 
estimated  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  sanctioned  by  my  associates  of  the  oom- 
mittee, should  be,  in  ordinary  timei,  auffioient 
to  meet  the  current  expenses. 

Having  gone  thus  far  with  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  committee,  we  have  now  reached 
Uie  point  at  which  I  am  sorry  to  part  with 
them.  In  saying,  as  I  do,  that  this  is  not  the 
proper  time  to  change  the  established  revenue 
system  of  the  country,  I  hare  no  allusion  to 
what  is  taking  place  elsewhere.  I  come  to 
this  pait  of  the  subject^  in  the  way  in  which  it 
was  pot  to  me,  as  a  strictly  fiuan<»iBl,  not  a  po- 
litiosl  question.  This  is  not  the  proper  time, 
because  you  will,  in  my  opinion,  have  need  for 
every  dollar  yon  will  receive  under  the  present 
system  of  duties  for  the  two  years  to  come,  at 
least.  la  the  report  put  forth,  it  is  taken  for 
granted  that  now  is  the  time,  and  now  tiie 
hour,  most  fit  and  proper  to  reduce  the  tr«&»- 
ury  receipts;  and  this  the  oommittee  are  at- 
tempting to  accomplish  by  Hair  UU,  lest  tiie 
dreaded  surplus  dtould  orwtake  ns,  if  we  delay 
it  a  little  longer.  This  is  not  the  first  time  that 
we  have  heard  about "  a  surplus  in  the  treasury," 
and  the  embarrassments  it  might  produce  in  our 
devising  ways  and  means  to  get  rid  of  it.  Why, 
nr,  I  luive  heard  abont  it,  and  read  about  it, 
erw  ^noe  I  waa  old  epoogh  to  read  tha  newa* 
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papers,  but  have  never  been  able  to  find  it,  ex- 
cept in  the  imagination,  for  the  last  quarter  of 
a  century.  I  remember  reading  abont  it  as 
far  back  as  the  administration  of  Mr.  Jefferson ; 
the  evil  had  been  anticipated  at  that  day,  and 
Congress  liad  l>een  called  upon  to  devise  some 
plan  for  dispodng  of  it.  The  profound  states- 
man (Mr.  Jefferson)  then  at  uie  head  of  the 
Government,  advised  Congress,  that  when  a 
surplus  should  really  be  found  in  the  treasury, 
it  uiould  be  expended  in  works  of  internal  im- 
provement, either  under  tiie  present  constitu- 
tional powers,  or  under  such  new  grants  as 
might  be  imparted  to  Uie  fbdend  oompaot. 
But  we  have  grown  wiser  HiMa  Mr.  Jeffisnon, 
or  think  we  have.  No  one  is  now  so  onfadiion- 
ahle  as  to  propose  that  the  surplus  revenues 
should  be  so  used;  in  our  estimate  of  fifteen 
millions  we  do  not  mean  to  have  any  of  it  dis- 
tributed in  that  way.  And  lest  we  should 
happen  to  have  an  excess,  we  are  perplexed  as 
to  the  mode  of  avoiding  it.  It  was  the  burden 
of  compltunt  at  the  last  session;  it  met  us 
during  the  recess,  in  staring  cJ4>itals,  in  the 

C'"ications  of  the  day;  and  since  we  have 
here  this  winter,  it  has  been  rang  wid 
echoed  in  our  ears,  in  all  the  sameness  of  the 
cuckoo's  note — "  saq>lti9 — surplus— surplus  I " 
Gendemoi  will  innst  njKin  it  that  the  body 
politic  is  in  danger  of  immediate  death  from 
plethory,  and  the  political  doctors  who  gather 
around  in  oousoltation,  instead  of  tapping  a 
vein,  are  for  cutting  tlie  arteries.  Let  me  ad- 
vise them  to  stay  thetr  hand  befbre  they  use  tiia 
knife  thus  freely. 

Mr.  Cbawfokd  said :  What  does  the  bill  of 
the  honorable  Ohairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  (Mr.  Ybbplanok)  propose? 
To  reduce  the  duties  on  the  importation  of  for- 
eign merchandise  generally,  to  the  scale  of  1816, 
and^  in  some  instances,  below  it.  I  desire  the 
members  of  this  committee  to  pause,  and  reflect. 
The  most  extendve  operatiMi  (rf  thia  Govern- 
ment Ui  upon  property,  and  tiie  wider  the 
range  of  our  laws,  Ime  more  studious,  the  more 
cautious  should  we  be  to  do  no  aot  which  may 
be  detrimental  to  the  great  interests  committed 
to  our  charge.  We  are  placed  here  as  tmBte«| 
to  the  extent  of  the  powers  confided,  whose 
solemn  duty  it  is  to  advance,  by  all  the  means 
we  have,  the  prosperity  of  this  nation ;  so  to 
shape  tiie  action  of  tiie  Government  that  the 
citizen  may  receive  no  ii^ury,  and  that,  while 
we  do  justice  to  all,  we  sacrifice  none.  Will 
we  be  fblfilling  this  high  trust  by  rendering 
valueless  two  hundred  aod  fifty  to  three  hun- 
dred millioiiB  of  property  t  for  at  no  less  snm 
are  the  mannfiuttnrmg  estahUsbmenta  ctf  this 
ooDDtry  oompnted.  Sir,  I  know  of  no  measure 
more  likely  to  be  extensively  ruinous — irrepa- 
rably ruinous — to  our  great  and  leading  inter- 
ests, ranning  through  nil  the  ramifications  of 
society.  If  you  break  down  a  large  establish- 
ment of  iron,  or  wool,  or  cotton,  you  prostrate 
not  its  owner  alone,  but  you  reach  every  me- 
chanic, every  fvmer,  every  laborer,  in  his 
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neighborliood.  If  it  was  wise  and  statesmanlike 
in  1816  to  regulate  your  datieB,  with  a  view  to 
year  existing  manufactories,  amounting  then 

Srobablj  to  not  more  than  thirty  millions  of 
ollars,  (thoogh  I  have  no  means  of  ascertaining 
aocnrat^y,)  can  it  be  jndicioos  in  1682  to  throw 
ont  ut  eomAAentitm  mtereats  ten  times  as  great  I 
I  speak  not  now  of  the  amonnt  of  revenne; 
that  shall  be  thought  of  presently. 

To  see  the  fall  operatl<m  of  the  proposed  re- 
dnctkm,  it  is  all-important  that  we  should  bear 
in  mind  what  the  duties  have  been  on  the 
various  articles  to  be  affected  by  it  I  ask  the 
members  <^  Uiis  committee  to  reoar  to  the  leg- 
islation on  this  snbjeot,  and  contrast  the  Tarioos 
enactments  with  the  bill  submitted.  By  the  law 
of  1816,  yon  imposed  a  duty  on  wooUen  manu- 
&ctnree  generally  of  tweoty-five  per  cent  nntU 
the  30th  Jane,  1819,  and  afterwards  of  twenty 
per  cent ;  by  that  of  1824,  a  duty  of  thirty  per 
cent  until  1826,  and  subsequently  thirty-three 
and  one-third  per  cent. ;  by  the  provisions  of 
1828,  forty-five  per  cent  on  dotlu  under  four 
dollars  in  price,  and  fifty  per  cent  on  all  ex- 
ceeding that  valne;  and  wa  law  oS  188S  im- 
posed hfty  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  and  abolished, 
on  this  article,  the  system  of  minimmns.  It 
will  be  seen,  at  once,  that  the  measure  now 
under  debate,  reaches  by  a  sin^e  bound,  the 
regulation  adopted  seventeen  years  ago ;  for  I 
regard  as  of  no  consequence  the  retention  of 
forty  per  cent  until  March,  }8&4,  and  of  tliirty 
per  cent  until  1835.  You  had  as  well  seal 
their  fate  at  once.  It  is  like  the  gradual  ex- 
tinction of  human  life,  and,  on  a  level  of  kind- 
ness, with  the  lopping  off  a  man's  legs  and 
anna  before  yon  strike  a  vital  part  How  are 
hundreds  oS  milHoiu  to  he  arranged  in  two 
years  to  prevent  the  cnuih  which  the  provision 
seems  to  admit  must  follow  if  the  change  were 
immediate  I  On  cottons,  the  change  is  still 
more  to  l>e  r^retted ;  for  it  will  be  soon  per- 
oeived  that  it  sweeps  from  under  their  feet  the 
ground  upon  which  those  concerned  stood  in 
1816,  and  leaves  them  in  an  infinitely  worse 
situation.  By  the  law  of  that  year,  foreign 
cottons  paid  twenty-five  per  cent,  for  three 
years,  with  n  providon  that  if  tbey  cost  less 
than  twenty-five  cents  per  yai'd,  tiioy  were  to 
be  rated  as  worth  that  sum,  and  afterwards  a 
duty  of  twenty  per  cent  By  the  regulation  of 
1824,  they  were  charged  with  a  dn^  of  twen^- 
flve  per  cent  with  an  increased  nunimnm, 
•  from  which  the  enactment  of  the  lost  aesBson 
did  not  materially  vary,  and  the  law  of  1828 
did  not  touch  cottons.  I  request  gentiemen  to 
look  for  a  moment  serioody  at  the  change  they 
are  about  to  effect,  and  inquire  if  they  have 
examined  narrowly  into  the  oertunly  destruc- 
tive consequences  which  must  follow  if  this 

Sroject  be  consummated.  You  have,  heretofore, 
eemed  a  certain  degree  of  protection  neces- 
sary, not  to  the  profitable  and  thrifty  condition 
cf  your  cotton  manufactures,  but  to  their  eust- 
enoe ;  and  of  that  duty  so  deemed  by  the  very 
Iwdy  I  am  addressing,  and  so  deoned  not  Ax. 


[H.  or  K. 

months  ago,  it  is  now  sought  to  take  away 
three-fuurths.  Can  any  pursuit  or  occupation 
bear  such  an  application  of  the  retrenching 
knife  ?  I  l>elieve  Uiere  is  no  mistake  in  my  pro- 
position. The  present  duty  on  cottons,  under 
and  not  exceeding  thirty  cents  the  square  yard, 
is  seven  cents  and  one-half;  on  those  over  that 
value,  eight  and  three  foorth-oents.  What  is 
the  rate  provided  by  the  bill  I  The  du^  of 
1816,  which  was  five  cents  per  yard?  Ho,  tAr, 
But  to  bring  down  the  duty  to  twenty  per  cent 
ad  valorem,  abolishing  the  minimum  that  was 
Adopted  in  tiiat  year,  which  will  leave  you 
about  one-fourth  the  present  duty.  On  articles 
costing  ten  cents  the  square  yard,  two  cents  is 
charged ;  on  those  of  the  vtUue  of  eight  cents, 
one  cent  and  six  mills ;  and  on  those  priced  at 
six  cents,  one  cent  and  two  mills.  The  finest 
will  not  cost  in  England,  alrove  sixteen  cents ; 
and  as  the  coarsest  are  most  used,  the  proba- 
ble averf^  value  will  be  about  ten  cents,  and 
the  whole  range  of  duty  about  two  cents  the 
square  yard.  Those  manu&ctures  which  you 
have  invited  into  existence,  and  reared  in  ahot- 
bed  if  you  please,  you  now  seem  disposed  to 
abandon  to  uieur  fate.  Is  this,  can  it  l>e,  right? 
At  the  last  sesnon,  as  an  inducement  to  the 
passage  of  the  pending  bill,  it  was  said  it  would 
give  permanency  to  the  system ;  and,  to  my 
own  knowledge,  some  gentlemen  then,  and  not 
until  then,  regarded  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment as  settied,  and  embarked  their  means  in 
this  Bpeoiea  of  property. 

The  honorable  chairmen  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Ueans  (Mr.  Vbrflanok)  informed 
this  committee  that  this  bill  was  framed^  with 
tiie  view  to  the  prodnctiim  of  eleven  millions 
of  dtdlars  from  customs,  and  that  the  founda- 
tion of  his  calculation  was  the  importation  of 
last  year.  I  do  not  think  any  just  calculations 
can  be  made  upon  the  imports  of  any  one  year, 
more  than  that  an  increase  of  duty,  judging 
from  experience,  is  followed  by  an  increase  of 
revenue ;  though  I  believe  that  an  increase  of 
imports  will  be  the  consequence  of  a  diminution 
of  duty,  and  that  the  revenue  will  be  enlarged, 
instead  of  lessened.  The  Europeans  who  find 
a  market  in  this  country,  are  so  situated  that 
they  must  export,  to  a  certain  extent,  under 
almost  any  circumstances — less,  however,  when 
the  duties  are  high — and  the  increased  quantity, 
at  the  lowest  rate,  will  often  pour  more  money 
into  the  treasury  than  when  the  duties  are 
higher.  And  I  believe  it  is  morally  cert^ 
that  it  will  always  do  it,  so  long  as  you  vibrate 
between  two  medium  points ;  say,  in  reference 
to  the  present  inquiry,  between  twenty  and 
forty  per  cent.  It  is  true,  you  may  reach  a 
point  BO  low,  that  more  than  a  certain  amount 
of  revenue  cannot  be  raised,  or  so  high  as  to 
amount  to  a  prohibition ;  and  either  way  you 
will  not  bo  burdened  by  money.  I  dread  the 
disclosure  of  the  fact,  which  the  operation  of  this 
bill,  if  enacted  into  a  law,  will  probably  make, 
that  the  revenue  la  largw,  instead  of  smaller; 
and  Uien  will  crane  the  neoestdty,  as  it  will  be 
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called,  of  falling  to  this  minimum  duty,  to  pre- 
yeat  an  ac<;umalation  of  mon«jr  into  the  treas- 
m7.  As  proof  of  the  correctness  of  these 
remarks,  look  at  the  product  of  your  cnstom- 
hooK  at  Torioua  perioda,  and  under  dUTerent 
rates  of  duty ;  in  18S6,  Tonr  rerenue  from  cus- 
toms was  groater  than  it  has  been  at  any  time 
UDoe,  except  the  two  last  rears,  althoag^  the 
law  of  1828  was  passed  increasing  greatlj  yoor 
imposts, 

in  the  7ear  first  named,  it  amonnted  to  $28,- 
841,381  77 ;  in  the  year  1828,  (the  law  of  that 
year  did  not  go  into  operation  antil  the  first  of 
September,  and  oonld  have  little  or  no  effect, 
as  the  annual  treasury  accounts  are  made  np  to 
the  80th  September,)  to  $23,206,528  04;  in 
1820,  to  $22,681,966  91 ;  in  1880,  to  $21,922,- 
891  89 ;  and,  even  in  the  year  1831,  it  ezceedMl 
the  produce  of  1826  by  only  $688,110.  The 
additumal  imports  of  the  two  last  years  have 
been  made,  I  imagine,  with  a  view  to  idd  tihe 
extinguishment  of  the  public  debt  and  other 
causes,  in  efi^ng  a  reduction  of  the  tariff. 
Circumstances  will  vary  your  revenue;  I  mean 
the  circumBtsnoes  of  your  citizens,  of  the  cora- 
meroifll  world,  and  of  all  the  world,  more  than 
your  enactments.  JjMk  at  your  pablic  inoome 
ftom  1816  to  1821 :  fl-om  cnatoms  you  derived 
in  1816,  $27,669,769  71 ;  in  1817,  $17,647,- 
640  89;  in  1818,  $21,828,461  48;  in  1819, 
$17,116,702  96;  in  1820,  $12,449,656  16,  and 
In  1831,  $18,400,447 15 ;  reducing  your  treasury 
so  low,  that  by  an  act  of  Oongress  of  the  8d 
March,  1821,  a  loan  of  five  miUions  of  dollars 
was  authorized  **  to  be  ^plied,  In  addition  to 
the  moneys  now  (then)  in  the  treasury,  or 
wliioh  may  be  received  thereon  from  other 
sources  during  the  present  (then)  year,  to  de- 
fray any  of  the  public  expenses  which  are,  or 
may  be,  authorized  by  law ;  "  and  yet,  during 
all  this  time,  the  duties  (except  some  smaO 
additions,  and,  it  is  a  remarkable  fact,  that  the 
revenue  was  lowest  after  those  deductions  were 
made),  remained  the  same,  while  your  revenue 
varied  more  than  foarteen  millions,  and  at  last 
sunk  so  low  as  to  oblige  yon  to  borrow.  Ex- 
amine yonr  treasury  books  throughout,  and 
Ton  will  find  everywhere  evidence  that  a  dim- 
mution  of  duty  is  by  no  means  oertainly,  or,  I 
think,  usnally  followed  by  a  reduction  of  reve- 
nue ;  on  tiie  contrary,  I  beUevo  it  will  in  the 
einmnifltanoes  of  this  oonnti7  and  Great  Britain, 
be  the  cause  of  an  increase  of  yonr  fhnds. 


Fbidjlt,  January  11. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  General  Macomb 
next  coming  up  for  consideration,  it  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Glums. 

Florida  Olaimi. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the 
"Whole,  Mr.  Hoppu^v  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  oertain  inh^tants  of  East 
Florida. 


Mr.  Tatlob,  of  New  York,  moved  to  strike 
out  the  enacting  clause. 

Mr.  White,  of  Florida,  stud,  that  the  natare 
of  the  claim  set  up  might  be  property  under- 
stood, he  sbonid  be  obliged  to  go  into  a  Aort 
histcH^oal  det^  of  die  events  and  incidents 
with  which  the/  were  oonneeted,  and  thei^in- 
tAfiei  of  intemati(mal  law  <m  which  they  are 
fonnded. 

On  tibe  16th  of  January,  1811,  an  act  was 
passed  by  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  in 
which  it  is  declared  "  that  the  United  States, 
under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  existing 
crisis,  cannot,  without  serions  inqnietnde,  see 
the  Floridas  pass  into  the  hands  of  a  foreign 
power ; "  and  "  that,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, tiioy  will  take  temporary  possession  of 
that  territory,  and  hold  it,  subject  to  future 
negotiations."  On  the  same  day  another  act 
was  Miproved,  giving  to  the  Preudeut  the 
authonty  to  occupy,  at  his  discretion,  the  coun- 
try east  of  the  nver  Perdido,  with  an  armed 
force,  on  the  h^pening  of  either  two  ccmtin- 
gencies :  1st.  If  it  shall  be  rendered  up  by  the 
local  authorities.  2d.  If  any  attempt  to  occupy 
it  shall  be  made  by  a  foreign  power.  This  last 
act  makes  a  large  appropriation  for  efi^ting  its 

{trovisions,  and  invests  tlie  President  with  a 
egislative  authority  over  the  conntrr  to  be  ao- 

Jnired  in  pnrsnance  thereof.  On  ihe  26th  of 
annary,  1811,  instructions  were  issued  to 
GenerfiJ  Matthews,  of  G^i^a,  and  to  Colonel 
HoEee,  of  which  the  laws  above  cited,  were 
assumed  as  a  basis.  (9  vol  Waitt's  S.  P.,  p.  41.) 
It  will  be  seen  by  the  letter  of  Mr.  Mtmroe, 
the  Secretary  txlSUAa,  that  the  powers  confer^ 
red  on  these  oommisnoners  are  almost  discre- 
tionary. It  is  melanclioly  to  discover  in  this 
first  document  the  commencement  of  all  the 
American  agressions  against  the  provinces 
of  the  Floridas ;  to  see  tiie  Secretary  of  State 
dictating  to  his  agent  the  quibbles  to  which  he 
shonld  nave  recourse,  and  recommending  the 
first  of  those  baseless  promises  to  be  so  worded 
as  to  deceive  the  Spanish  authorities,  who 
shonld  rely  upon  them,  without  being  binding 
upon  him  who  made  them.  If  the  Governors 
will  peaceably  "  surrender  the  twritory  they 
were  iotmsted  to  protect,  we  will  pay  the 
debts  of  the  ^laidsh  king  to  his  Spanish  sub- 
jects." If  yon  are  driven  to  force,  "  you  will 
exercise  a  sound  discretion  in  applying  the 
power  pven  wit^  respect  to  debts,  titles  to 
umds,  Ac.,  taking;  care  to  commit  the  Qovem- 
ment  on  no  p<Mnt  further  than  may  be  necee- 
saiT." 

I  will  not  comment  on  the  consistency  of 
promising  then  to  pay  the  debts  of  Spun,  and 
refusing  now  to  pay  our  own  to  the  some  credi- 
tors. I  will  say  nothing  of  that  morally 
which  seizes  on  a  moment  of  weakness  to  invade 
the  province  of  an  ally ;  whidi  offers  a  reward 
to  vice,  and  renders  justice  as  a  bribe  to  treason. 
I  dte  this  passage  to  prove  "that  the  f^tera^ 
tions"  of  the  American  Goveniinent  in  the 
iloridas,  had  a  begin^ag  ominom  to  Just  and 
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hoDest  cUimantB.  "  Oommit  the  GoTernment 
on  no  point  farther  than  may  be  necessary." 
Bat,  sir,  here  is  the  important  poetcript  to  this 
preliminary  docnment:  "  If  GoTemor  Folk 
shonld  obstinately  require,  and  pertinaciously 
insist,  that  the  stipnlation  for  the  redelirery  of 
the  province  should  also  include  tiiatpcnlionof 
Hm  country  vhii^  is  ritnated  west  of  the  river 
Ferdidoi  yon  are,  in  yielding  to  sneh  demand^ 
only  to  nee  genem  words  that  may,  by  implica- 
tion, comprcAiead  that  portion  of  the  territory." 
This  doctrine  of  implication  was  most  beauti- 
fully and  pracUcally  commented  npon  by  the 
BultuQ  Hahomet,  who,  as  we  are  told  by  Gro- 
tius,  "  upon  the  taking  of  Eubosa,  cut  a  person 
asunder  in  the  middle  of  his  wdst,  to  whom 
he  had  made  a  promise  that  he  would  not  hurt 
ft  hair  of  his  Head."  I  have  cited  these  pas- 
eagee,  as  well  to  show  the  whole  uniform  ten- 
Wicyol  the  meaanres  taken  and  pnrsnedhy 
the  United  Statea  in  her  operations  in  the 
noridaa,  as  to  prove  that  Uatthevs  was  justi- 
fied by  nia  instmetiona  in  tiie  course  he  adopted 
— inBtructions,  as  I  have  stud  before,  mostly 
discretionary,  and  seldom  specific,  unless  to 
diotate  a  promise  that  may  deceive,  without 
being  obligatory  to  the  maker.  With  such  in- 
Btmetions  before  him,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered 
at  that  the  acts  of  Matthews  were  such  as  could 
not  be  openly  justified  by  our  Government. 
Suffice  it  to  say,  that,  on  the  reception  of  a 
letter  from  tiiat  officer,  dated  the  14th  of  March, 
he  was  immediately  notified  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  in  a  despatch  of  the  4th  of  April, 
''that  the  measnres  be  had  adopted  were  not 
authorized  by  the  law  of  tiie  TTnlted  States,  or 
the  instmctions  founded  on  it^  nnder  which  he 
bad  acted,"  and  the  powers  of  which  he  is  di- 
vested, are  bestowed  on  Governor  Mitchell,  of 
Geoi^a.  The  Governor  is  directed  to  surrender 
Femandina,  &c.,  on  terms,  viz :  that  the  inhabi- 
tants shoald  be  protected  fi-om  the  vengeance  of 
the  Spanish  authorities,  and  not  to  withdraw 
bis  troops  nnttl  that  security  is  guaranteed. 

You  are  to  report  to  the  Government  the  re- 
sult of  your  conferences  with  the  S^ish  author- 
ities, with  your  opinion  of  their  views,  holding, 
in  the  meui  time,  the  ground  occupied."  And 
BO  AiUy  was  Mitchell  persw^edof  the  intention 
of  the  Government,  on  this  point,  that  he 
-writes  ezpres^  to  the  Seraetary  of  State, 
**ihat  he  knew  it  had  never  entered  into  the 
eontemplation  of  the  Execntive  to  have  the 
troops  withdrawn  from  Florida."  "  In  the 
measures  lately  adopted  by  General  Matthews 
(says  Mr.  Monroe  to  Governor  Mitchell,  10th, 
April,  1812,)  to  take  possession,  it  is  probable 
that  much  reliance  has  been  placed  by  the  peo- 
ple who  acted  in  it  on  the  countenance  and 
support  of  the  United  States,  It  will  be  impos- 
rible  to  expose  these  people  to  the  resentment 
of  the  Spanish  authorities,"  &c. ;  **  you  will, 
however,  come  to  a  faU  understanding  with  the 
Spanish  Governor  on  this  subject,  and  not  fail 
to  obtain  from  him  the  most  explicit  and  satis- 
ftetny  aMunmcea  respecting  it."  Fnnn  this  it 


[H.  ov  B. 

appears,  1st.  That,  though  we  disavow  tlie 
acts  of  Matthews,  we  are  determined  to  retain 
possession  of  that  portion  of  Spanish  territory 
which  he  had  seized  on;  and,  3d.  That  the 
disavowal  does  not  extend  so  far  as  to  prevent 
us  from  obtaining  the  most  ftill  and  perfect  in- 
demnity for  tiuMe  who  had  assisted  him,  though 
it  does  extend  to  exempt  us  from  all,  and  every 
obligation,  to  make  satisfiaetion  to  those  who 
had  suffered  "by  his  acts ;  in  other  words,  the 
acts  of  Matthews,  though  unauthorized,  are  obli- 
gatory on  us  to  protect  those  who  were  deceived 
by  him,  but  not  to  indemnify  those  who  were 
injured  by  him.  An  unauthorized  adventurer, 
holding  an  American  commission,  at  the  heaa 
of  American  troops,  marches  into  a  neutral 
country  and  lays  it  waste ;  his  acts  are  disa- 
vowed by  the  Government,  but  the  Government 
is  bound  to  protect  those  who  joined  him,  rely- 
ing 01^  their  support  against  the  vengeance  of 
tlieir  oflfended  laws.  Bat  he  who  resists  ihmt 
advances,  acting  as  they  were  against  the  laws 
of  Spain,  and  the  force  of  treaties ;  he  who  re- 
sists, and  is  mined,  can  demand  no  satis&ction. 
"  The  United  States  are  only  responsible  for 
their  own  acts — and  this  is  an  act  of  Matthews. 
Tme,  if  you  have  been  a  wrong-doer  with  him, 
we  will  see  that  no  power  can  barm  you :  thus 
far  are  we  bound ;  but  if  yon  have  teen  injured 
by  him  who  bears  our  commission,  and  com- 
mands our  troops,  or  by  bis  associates  who  we 

Erotect,  we  cannot  remunerate  you ;  we  are  not 
ound  by  the  acts  of  Matthews."  By  the  laws 
of  nations  he  is  deemed  a  principal  offender 
"  who  is  guilty  of  certain  acts  of  neglj^enoe  to 
prevent  them,  as  well  as  by  actual  commission ; 
that  uives  to  the  commission  of  it ;  that  gives 
all  possible  consent ;  that  luds,  abets,  or  in  any 
shape  is  a  partner  in  the  perpetration  of  it." 
(Gro.  B.  0. 17,  5,  6.)  Vattel  ranks  all  as  asso- 
ciates "  vlio  are  really  united  in  a  warlike  asso- 
ciation with  our  enemy ;  who  make  a  common 
cause  with  him."   (B.  8,  6.)   It  is  idle  to  quote 

f assages  of  law  on  a  point  as  plain  as  this  is. 
f  a  nation  wonld  disavow  the  acts  of  her  officer, 
she  must  punish  the  offender ;  she  must  cause 
him  to  make  satisfaction  if  he  is  able,  and  if 
not,  she  must  do  it  for  him.  "  Sovereign  {oinces 
are  answerable  for  their  neglect,  if  tiiey  use  not 
all  the  means  within  their  power  for  suppress- 
ing piracy  and  robbery."  (Gro.  3, 17,  20.)  It 
even  frequently  ht^pens  that  the  injury  is  done 
by  minor  persons,  without  their  sovereign  hav- 
ing any  share  in  it;  and,  on  these  occasiona, 
it  is  natural  to  presume  that  he  will  not  re> 
fuse  us  a  just  satisfaction.  When  some  petty 
officers,  not  long  unce,  violated  the  territories 
of  Savoy,  in  order  to  carry  off  from  thence  a 
noted  smuf^ling  chief,  the  King  of  Sardinia 
caused  his  commaint  to  be  laid  before  the  King 
of  France,  and  Louis  XVI.  thought  it  no  degra- 
dation to  his  greatness  to  send  an  ambassador 
extraordinary  to  give  satisfaction  for  this  vio- 
lence. (Vattel,  B.  a.  0. 18,  8,  838 ;  see  Anther 
on  this  snlyeot,  Vattel,  B.  2.  0.  6.  Sec  76,  77, 
and  78 ;  same  author,  B.  4, 7,  84,  and  Qro.  B.  fl, 
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0. 16,  6,  4.)  It  i»  idle,  then,  to  diBavow  re- 
qtonnbilitj.  The  ii^nry  is  the  act  of  oar  troops 
andei'  our  own  oflioer.  We  retain  the  posses- 
sion of  the  country  occupied ;  we  protect  those 
who  aided  us — subjects,  patriots,  and  all ;  and 
the  law  is  everywhere  reco^zed  in  the  books, 
that,  if  we  protect  the  wrong-doers,  we  are  re- 
sponsible for  the  wrongs  done. 

Whilst  our  troops  were  thas  sustained  in  a 
foreign  territory,  whose  inhabitants,  using  every 
effort  of  which  they  were  capable,  to  repel  an 
invasion  which  onr  relation  with  the  mother 
country  rendered  more  ni^ast  and  oppresnve, 
it  was  to  be  expected  that  macb  violence  should 
be  used  on  boUi  sides ;  that  much  oppression  of 
persons  and  destmotion  of  private  proper^ 
should  result  In  this  individnal  instonce,  it  is 
bdieved  that  the  waste  of  private  property  was 
wanton  and  extensive.  The  letter  of  Colonel 
Smith  nses  tbe  strongest  language  to  show  the 
ruin  following  in  the  train  of  onr  armies :  The 
inhabitants  have  all  abandoned  tbeir  houses 
and  as  maoh  of  their  movables  as  they  could 
not  carry  with  them."  And  farther,  "  the  prov- 
ince will  soon  become  a  desert."  And  tbe  investi- 
gations had  before  the  courts  in  that  territory,  in 
pursoanoe  of  an  act  of  Congress,  approved  dd 
March,  I83S,  prove  that  the  inhabitants  of  East 
florida  were  driven  firom  their  homes  by  the 
Amerioan  Kd^ery;  that  their  houses,  farms, 
and  wuigfr^roves  were  wasted;  that  tiieir 
itock  was  d^troyed,  and  their  slaves,  to  a  large 
amount,  were  enticed  or  forced  away,  and  many 
driven  to  seek  ppotectlon  amongst  the  Indian 
tribes,  from  whom  they  have  never  been  re- 
clumed*  Such  are  the  facts  in  the  case  of  the 
inhabitants  of  East  Florida.  These  sufferers  are  '■ 
now  no  longer  foreign  subjects.  They  have 
now  no  separate  Government  to  which  to  ap- 
peal for  a  redress  of  grievances.  They  had 
fondly  hoped,  that  when  tiieir  impotent  master 
bad  transferred  them  ow  to  a  mo  and  grow- 
ing republic,  that  a  fall  a^Jostment  ^eir 
cliums,  a  AtU  security  for  payment  and  satisf ac- 
tion, was  guaranteed  by  toe  trea^  of  oesuon : 
and  they  muht  stiU  more  fondly  have  hoped, 
that,  if  any  £>abt  could  arise  in  the  construction 
of  a  olaase  so  remedisl  and  so  just,  that  our 
Government  would  allow  some  litUe  weight  to 
tiie  equity  of  the  clum ;  that  we  would  not  con- 
strue ajx  ambiguous  promise  to  pay,  "  a  promise 
by  implication,"  into  a  total  release  from  an 
obligation  so  cogent  mA  so  binding  before  the 

Sromiae  was  made;  but,  alas!  they  are  deceived, 
wo  suooeeding  administrations  have  construed 
tbe  treaty  so  u  to  close  against  them  the 
door  of  hope.  Thns,  sir,  are  these  people  in- 
jured and  aeoeived ;  mined  by  our  arms  when 
Bpanish  subjects,  transferred  to  us  their  debtors, 
they  have  none  to  intercede  for  them.  The 
transfer,  from  which  they  had  hoped  so  much,  has 
betrayed  them;  because,  in  the  language  of 
poetry,  "  it  has  held  the  word  of  promise  to  the 
ear,  and  broke  it  to  the  hope."  It  has  made 
ns  their  creditors  by  oar  wrong,  and  then  closed 
against  them  tbe  avennes  of  redrea^  bj  par- 


[Jamcaxt,  1888. 

chasing  themselves  and  their  territory  from 
a  master  who  would  have  vindicated  their  elaims 

to  justioe. 

These,  sir,  are  the  faciM  upon  wludi  the  in- 
habitants of  East  Flcnida  rest  their  claims  to 
indemni^  for  the  ^t^ations  of  tiie  Amerioaa 
amty. 


HoNDAT,  January  14. 

The  Tofriff  BiU—Reduation  of  JMitia—Hr. 
VarpbmeJift  Bm. 

The  House  i^pun  vent  into  Oommittee  of  ^ 
Whole,  Mr.  Wathi  in  the  chair,  and  resomed 
the  disoassion  of  the  Tariff  hill. 

Mr.  Eluwobth,  of  Cktonecticat,  rose  He  said 
that  when  the  honorable  ohurman  of  the  Oom- 
mittee of  W^s  and  Means  had  introdaced 
this  bill  into  uie  Honse,  he  had  accompanied 
it  with  a  few  remarks  of  a  general  character, 
all  of  which  were  very  pertoent  and  proper; 
bat,  since  that  time,  the  committee  had  not  been 
favored  with  the  views  of  any  one  gentleman^  » 
ttom  any  part  of  the  country,  in  favor  of  the 
bill ;  and,  if  a  judgment  was  to  be  formed  from 
what  had  taken  place,  thus  far,  there  was  reason 
to  apprehend  that  neither  they  nor  the  conntry, 
were  to  be  fitvwed  with  any  new  li^t,  or  any 
new  facts,  or  considerations  on  wbtdi  Oie  House 
was  pressed  to  pass  so  very  extraordinary  and 
wholly  unexpected  a  measure. 

He  reraetted  this  the  more,  the  more  he  look- 
ed into  the  bill,  and  reflected  on  the  principles 
it  contained  and  the  ocmsequences  likely  to  follow 
it.  Congress  bad  never  legislated  on  a  measure 
which,  if  adopted,  would  tell  more  in  our  fu- 
ture history.  He  repeated  it,  that  suoh  a  bill 
should  have  been  introduced,  and  an  attempt 
made  to  force  it  through  the  House,  without 
one  word  being  said  by  ULOse  who  were  in  fbvor 
of  its  paasagej  was  moat  unexpected  indeed.  So 
soon  as  this  bill  should  have  passed  both  Houses 
o£  Congress,  and  received  the  Executive  idgn^ 
tare,  millions  of  property  whidi  had  bew  in- 
vested in  establishments  that  had  grown  np 
under  the  sanction,  and  on  the  good  fiiith  m 
the  Government — property,  not  of  the  "  anmp- 
tuoos  manubtcturer  "  mere^,  (as  be  is  called  In 
the  South,)  but,  of  the  working,  laborious,  com- 
mon people ;  the  laboring  community  would  be 
deprivea  of  its  value,  and  all  tbe  thousands,  yes. 
the  millions  of  these  laborious  citizens,  would 
find  their  condition  in  one  moment  greatly 
changed.  The  rich  would  liecome  poor,  and 
the  poor  idle  and  wretched.  Thus  far  they 
had  uved  under  a  Govonment  of  some  d^tree 
of  aniformity,  and  had  oalcalased,  as  they  nad 
reason  to  caloulate^  that  that  uniformity  would, 
to  a  certain  extent,  be  preserved;  but  now 
they  would,  in  one  moment,  find  its  policy  re- 
versed, and  themselves  reduced  to  the  utmost 
distress.  He  had  been  told  by  ^ntlemen  ont 
of  tbe  House,  he  had  not  beard  it  from  any  in 
the  House,  that  the  people  of  the  South  were 
looking  wUh  anxiety  fbr  this  bilL  He  did  not 
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doubt  meh  wss  the  fact.  Bat  gentlemen  ongbt 
not  to  foEget  that  it  was  not  tlie  Soath  alone, 
bnt  tibe  entire  popnlatiim  hU  portion  of  the 
wrantry,  who  wnre  looking  to  the  &te  ot  the 
bill  "with  the  most  intense  anxiety ;  and  he  did 
sot  hemtato  to  dedare  there,  in  his  place,  that 
if  this  bill  shoold  ever  beerane  a  law,  it  wonld 
prove  the  winding-sheet  of  Kew  Englaad. 

Standing  there  to  speak  the  langoage  of  his 
eonstitnenta,  the  first  remark  he  shonld  make 
open  the  measore  proposed,  was,  that  it  was 
•xoeedingly  premature  and  hasty.  He  asked 
gentlemen  who  pressed  a  bill  like  ^is,  whether 
tiie  hill  itself  had  yet  so  much  as  reached  all 
their  ccnstitnects  %  They  must'  answer,  no.  A 
bill  lowering  duties  of  itself  six  milUons,  and 
gmnff  into  operation  within  forty  days,  and, 
togmicff  witb  Xb»  redactions  nude  by  the 
tuiff  aet  the  last  session,  proposmg  to  rednoe 
&e  revenue  at  Mie  blow,  from  twraty-five 
milUons  of  dollars  to  twetve  milHooB  and  a 
half;  a  bill  of  each  momentons  consequence  to 
every  portion  of  the  country ;  a  bill  containing 
principles  which  subverted  the  entire  policy  of 
&e  country,  was  pressed  to  its  passage,  in  sullen 
^ence^  before  it  had  even  been  seen  and  ez- 
amiaed  by  one-half  of  the  American  people, 
"When  that  bill  should  hare  reached  them,  what 
did  gentlemen  suppose  would  be  their  answer ! 
Be  would  make  his  appeal  to  the  representa- 
tins  of  that  great  State  which  had  taken  the 
lead  in  the  sdiool  of  protective  policy :  has 
Panuj^lvenia  aud  the  tariff  needs  to  be  revised  ? 
LA  hw  representatives  q>eak,  if  it  be  so. 
And  he  asked,  what  had  been  heard  from  the 
empire  State,"  as  it  had  Justiy  been  denom- 
Snsted  V  Had  any  voice  oome  from  Kew  Tork 
indicative  that  the  ooontry  desired  snoh  a 
measure  as  this  ?  Had  any  voice  been  heard 
from  New  England  ?  Not  a  breath  had  reached 
that  House,  declaring  such  was  the  people's 
will.  A  deep  and  universal  alarm  was  begin- 
ning to  pervade  New  England ;  nor  would  the 
voice  of  approbation  come,  wait  ever  so  long. 
He  feared  lest  tme  portion  of  the  American 
pef^ile,  who  liad  been  fwoed  into  their  present 
porsnits  hj  the  votes  of  the  Sonth,  and  who 
nad  ever  since  been  led  on  fhun  OXf  to  step, 
from  tariff  to  tariff^  by  that  Hons&  when  they 
learned  the  measore  that  was  preparing  for  them, 
would  look  upon  thmr  fields  and  their  &ctorieB 
with  sorrow,  and  learn  to  bate  a  Government 
so  fickle  and  so  faithless.  He  feared  that, 
riionld  this  bill  pass  into  a  law,  the  consequence 
would  be,  not  only  distress  and  beart-born- 
ings,  but,>in  the  end,  a  settled  hati«d  to  the 
Government;  a  hatred  far  beyond  any  thing 
that  had  been  felt  in  the  South. 

Bat  he  would  now  proceed  to  that  which, 
after  alL  was  the  real  cause  of  this  bill.  He 
meant  the  diaotrntents  in  the  SoutlL  He  hoped 
that  lus  hwiorable  fnend,  (Mr.  McDvniit,)  for 
each  he  esteemed  him,  who  so  ably  represented 
the  views  of  the  Sonth,  would  not  ofauge  him 
with  any  disre^Mct  Batj  might  he  not  si^, 
fbat  if  any  monher  of  the  House  shoold  be 


asked  out  of  tbe  House  what  was  the  cause 
which  had  produced  such  a  bill,  would  he  not 
say,  the  discontents  in  Sonth  Carolina?  No 
man,  woman,  or  child,  eould  donbt  the  ftct. 

In  relation  to  this  matter,  the  first  question 
he  shonld  adc  was  thia:  Were  they  not  bound, 
in  endeavoring  to  relieve  the  people  from  the 
burden  of  taxation,  to  see  that  they  did  not 
merely  change  the  scene  of  the  discontent  f 
It  was  known  to  idl,  that  during  the  late  war, 
very  deep  discontent  had  existed  in  one  quarter 
of  the  Union  in  relation  to  the  General  Gov- 
ernment. He  had  the  authority  of  a  gentieman 
from  Georgia,  for  saying,  that  tiie  country  was 
near  revolution.  Bat  let  the  House,  while  it 
was  endeavoring  to  appease  his  friends  at  the 
Sonth  be  cautious  that  they  did  not,  as  he  had 
said,  merely  change  the  scene.  He  thonght  there 
wasno  Jnst  cause  for  demanding  from  the  Nortii 
so  great  a  aacrifice.  The  first  question  asked  of 
him  by  bis  omistitaents  would  be,  Will  South 
Carolina  be  any  better  off  when  the  tariff  is 
annihilated  t  ^Ue  ft«red  he  should  not  be  able 
to  give  an  answer  such  as  should  be  satisfactory 
to  the  people  of  South  Carolina.  It  was  very 
importwit  that  the  people  of  the  North  should 
be  convinced  that  there  existed  some  reid  griev- 
ance, for  tiie  removal  of  which  they  were  called 
on  to  make  so  great  a  sacrifice.  Nothing  else 
would  ever  induce  them  to  forego  tiie  advan- 
tages they  now  eni^ved. 

Mr.  BBiooa  MaMaahnaetta  said :  I  need  not 
say  to  yoo,  Mr.  Chidnnan,  that  the  State  of 
Uassaohusetts  is  deeply  interested  in  the  tariff. 
The  people  of  the  district  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  represent,  have  a  capital  of  more 
than  two  millions  of  dollars  dependent.  In  a 
great  measore,  upon  the  fate  of  the  bill  on  your 
table.  I  shall  vote  against  the  bill,  and  the 
facts  already  named  constitute  my  apology  for 
throwing  myself  upon  tiie  indu^^nce  of  the 
committee,  Icmg  enough  to  state  my  reasons  toe 
that  vote. 

Sir,  at  the  last  session  of  this  Congress,  a  law 
was  passed  upon  this  identical  subject,  after  a 
protract^  and  full  discussion.  It  was  carried 
by  an  nnusually  large  majority  of  both  Honsea 
iH  Ooi^rees,  and  received  the  prompt  sanction 
ftf  tiie^^eoutive.  It  was  passed  as  a  measure 
(»f  peace  and  oonciliation.  That  law  had  not 
yet  taken  effect,  and  its  operation  upon  the 
revenue,  or  upon  the  great  interests  of  the 
ooontry,  can  only  be  known  by  experiment  It 
is  certain,  however,  that  nnder  it,  a  large 
amount  of  revenue  will  be  reduced,  and  it 
mayprodnco  a  very  sensible  effect  upon  some 
of  the  mann&etnring  interests'  The  most 
strenuous  (mpoaers  of  the  tariff,  at  the  last 
session,  professed  a  willingness  to  rednoe  tbe 
revenue  by  a  oantlons  and  gradual  prooesa,  so 
as  not  suddenly  to  mia  the  mano&ctnres. 
Where  now  is  tiie  necessity  of  departing  from 
that  principle  of  action,  by  demoli»iing  the  law 
M<n  passed,  before  its  effects  can  be  known  t 
It  would  be  an  unheard  of  course  of  l^slation, 
in  this  or  any  other  country,  fox  the  same  men 
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to  repeal  a  law  upon  a  subject  which  involved 
the  vital  interests  of  the  ooantrj,  and  which 
tibey  had  passed  apoa  the  most  earefa)  and 
deliberate  conMderatioo,  before  it  shoold  have 
gone  into  operation,  and  when  the  oiroom- 
stanoes  of  the  country  had  undergone  no 
change  demanding  a  precipitate  repeal  or  alter- 
ation. After  BO  mnui  time  had  been  spent  at 
the  last  session,  and  a  bill  passed  apon  the 
avowed  principle  of  compromise  and  conces- 
sion, the  people  did  not  expect  that  the  qnestion 
womd  be  again  agitated  at  this  sesnon,  before 
they  conld  see  and  undrntcnd  th«  bearing  and 
effiiot  cStko  law  then  passed. 

The  committee  who  recommend  this  meas- 
ure, urge,  BB  a  reason  for  its  adoption,  that  the 
revenue  must  be  redaced.  to  the  wants  of  the 
Government,  I  readily  concede  this  point 
I  trust  all  will  admit,  tiiat  after  tJiie  national 
debt  ^all  have  been  paid  off,  the  amoant  of 
revenne  to  be  raised  most  be  limited  to  the  snm 
required  to  defray  the  ordinary  expenses  of 
the  Government,  and  to  meet  such  authorized 
constitutional  expenditures,  as  shall  be  necessary 
"  to  provide  for  the  common  defence,  and  pro- 
mote the  general  welfare  "  of  the  naUou.  But, 
siij  the  ^vdse  tmount  which  would  be  re- 
quired for  these  oltj«ct&  and  the  partioidar 
sooroes  from  which  it  should  be  raised,  are 
grave  and  important  qnestioos,  which,  under 
the  present  condition  of  the  country,  demand 
grave  and  deUberate  investigation. 

If  the  entire  revenue  is  to  be  raised  &om  im- 
port duties  alone,  Justice  requires  that  it 
should  be  drawn  in  equal  proportions  from 
the  people  of  the  different  States,  and  the  differ- 
ent sections  of  the  country.  But  how  shall  this 
be  done!  It  by  no  means  follows,  than  an 
equal  rate  of  duty  upon  all  the  imported  articles, 
would  produce  uiia  result.  It  may  happen  that 
the  same  number  of  people  in  one  State,  from 
their  habits,  business,  or  climate,  consume  a 
much  larger  amoant  of  imported  articles,  than 
the  same  number  of  people  in  other  Statea,  and 
thus  made  to  contribute  more  than  their  just 
proportion  of  the  public  revenue. 

On  the  contrary,  it  might  be  found  upon  full 
and  careful  examination,  Uiat  a  duty  upon  a 
comparatively  few  articles  of  importation, 
would,  by  reason  of  the  generality  of  their  use 
in  all  parts  of  the  country,  afford  the  necessary 
revenue,  and  make  a  just  and  equal  distribution 
of  taxes  among  the  people  of  the  several  States. 
If  a  system  could  be  devised,  by  which  a  suffi- 
cient amount  could  be  ruwd  by  a  fair  and 
equitable  distribution  of  the  duties  to  be  paid, 
and,  at  the  same  Ume,  preserve  and  sustain  the 
great  and  varied  interests  of  the  county,  I  am 
not  able  to  discover  what  reasonable  o^eotion 
could  be  interposed  against  its  adoption.  Though 
the  practical  operation  of  such  a  system  might 
be  more  beneScial  to  one  portion  of  the  country 
than  to  another,  yet  if  it  operated  no  injury  to 
that  other  portion,  and  was  uniform  and  impar- 
tial in  the  contributions  which  it  would  draw 
from  every  part,  it  would  be  just,  and  ought 


to  be  satisftotory.  To  enable  us  to  carry  these 
prindples  into  operation,  it  is  important  to 
know,  as  near  as  may  be,  what  amount  of  im- 
ported dutiable  articles  are  consumed  In  the 
different  States  of  this  Union.  In  the  final 
adjustment  of  tbe  tariff  to  the  revenue  standard, 
thU  essential  information  cannot  be  dispensed 
with  without  the  hazard  of  doing  great  injus* 
tice  somewhere.  This  knowledge,  so  indispen- 
sable to  rigbt  action  upon  the  subject  under  dis> 
cussion,  is  not  within  our  reach,  and  cannot 
be  dming  the  present  session.  Our  treasury 
is  now  empty;  the  national  debt  is  not  yet 
extinguished;  the  amount  of  revenue  whidi 
may  be  required  for  the  current,  and  the  ooming 
year,  cannot  be  precisely  ascertained ;  and  as 
the  officer  in  the  financial  department  of  the 
Government  does  not  call  for  an  immediate 
reduction  of  the  duties,  tibe  passage  of  the  bill, 
at  the  present  sestdon,  would  seem  to  me  to  be 
an  act  of  precipitant  and  hazardous  legislation. 
The  committee  present  their  plan  as  a  perma- 
nent revenue  measure.  This  consideration 
heightens  the  importance  of  mature  deliberation 
before  we  settle  down  upon  it. 

Mr.  Ohairman :  The  bill  on  your  table,  under 
the  form  of  a  simple  revenne  measure,  pn^KMes 
to  change  the  great  policy  of  this  Government. 
Is  this  poli<!y  one  which  has  suddenly  st«aied 
into  life  I  Is  it,  as  has  frequentiy  been  alleged 
upon  this  floor,  the  creation  of  a  tyrannical  and 
reckless  majority,  impelled  to  action  by  motives 
of  selfish  sordldness,  regardless  of  the  interests, 
and  trampling  upon  the  rights  of  the  minority  I 
No,  sir,  it  claims  a  higher  ori^,  a  nobler  pur- 
pose. 

The  policy  of  developing  and  bringing  forth 
the  rich,  and  ezliansUess  resonroes  of  our  ex- 
tended country,  by  fostering  and  protecting 
domestic  manufactares,  has  engaged  the  anxious 
and  continued  attention  of  this  Government 
from  tho  adoption  of  the  wmstitution.  This 
podtioQ  is  m«ntained  by  a  reference  to  the 
coufie  of  le^slation,  the  reports  from  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  and  tiie  uniform  tenor  ot 
Executive  messages  from  the  time  of  Washing- 
ton to  the  present  day.  And,  ur,  I  shall  m 
much  disappointed  if  it  does  not  turn  out,  upon 
examination,  that  it  has  been  the  favorite  scheme 
of  the  great  leading  statesmen  of  the  South. 

I  will  not  consume  the  time  of  the  committee 
by  talking  abont  the  second  act  of  this  Govern- 
ment, passed  on  the  20th  July,  1789,  the  very 

Sreamble  of  which  declares  it  necessary  to  lay 
otics  "  for  the  encouragement  and  protection 
of  manufactures." 

In  his  last  message  delivered  to  Congress,  la 
December,  1796,  President  Wsshington  says: 
"  Congress  have  repeatedly,  and  not  without 
success,  directed  their  attention  to  tlie  encour- 
agement of  manufactures.*'  "  The  object  U  of 
too  much  consequence  not  to  ensure  a  contin- 
uance of  their  efforts  in  any  way  which  shall 
appear  eligible." 

In  relation  to  the  same  ol^iect,  Prewdent 
Jefferson,  in  Us  dodng  message,  communicated 


Digitized  by 


DEBATES  OF  GONOBSSa 


148 


jAmrAnr,  1888.]   JU  Tvr^  Bitl-~itr.  FfrpbadP*  iKfl— iKitnMn  ^  awpbu  Avona.        [H.  (w  S. 


in  KoTemboTf  180^  has  tho  fidlowiug  remarks : 
"  The  ritnation  loto  which  we  have  been  thus 
forced,  has  impelled  oa  to  apply  a  portion  of 
our  industry  and  e^iital  to  internal  manufao- 
torea  and  improvements.  The  extent  of  this 
eonversioQ  is  duly  increasing,  and  HtUe  doubt 
remuns  that  the  establishments  formed  and 
forming  will,  under  the  auspices  of  cheaper 
materials  and  subsistence,  the  freedom  of  labor 
from  taxation  with  ns,  and  of  proteotiuK  duties, 
and  prohibitions,  become  permanent  I Pro- 
tecting duties  and  prohibitions!  Tes,  Mr. 
Chairman,  in  1808,  Mr  Jefferson,  the  President 
oi  the  United  States,  the  great  republican 
leader,  the  striot  ai^  able  expounder  of  the 
eoDstitnUon,  the  hi^est  antiunity  of  political 
wtiiodoirr,  of  the  present  day,  in  one  quarter 
of  tUs  Union,  could  officially  speak  of  render- 
ing mann&ctures  permanent  by  protecUng 
duties  and  prohibitions,  withoat  lifting  the 
torch  of  civil  discord,  or  shaking  tiie  integrity 
of  the  UnioD.  But  now,  air,  the  name  of  this 
great  man  is  relied  on  by  those  who  profess  to 
be  his  true  followera,  to  show  that  laws  which 
create  protecting  duties,  "are  plun,  pcdpable, 
and  dai^rous  violations  of  the  constitution,*' 
and  that  the  States  which  oppose  them,  have  a 
right,  if  not  to  nullify,  to  receae  from  the  Union, 
if  tb^  are  not  r^waled. 

Oreat  effi)rt8  wwe  made  by  the  leading  re- 
pnblieana  of  that  d«y,  to  pve  popularity  to 
tiie  plan  of  boilding  vp  domestic  manufactures. 
The  prominent  newqx^rs  of  Viivinia,  and 

the  South  led  the  van,  and  urged  on  their 
ibllowers  in  the  patriotic  service.  The  com- 
mittee will  recollect  the  numerous  extracts  to 
show  the  sentiments  of  Southern  men  on  chis 
snbject,  from  a  volume  of  the  Richmond 
Enquirer,  taken  from  the  library  of  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son, by  the  honorable  gentieman  from  Pbila- 
ddphia,  (Mr.  Sdthbblahd,)  in  the  course  of  his 
irory  aUe  and  doqnent  speeoh  at  the  last  session 
<tf  this  C<uigre88.  The  sentiments,  toasts,  and 
reeolntions  at  public  dinners,  and  Fourth  of  July 
celebnMions,  clearly  show  what.  In  those  days, 
was  tlie  current  of  pablio  opinion.  It  was  in 
1808  that  Mr.  Jefferson  in  a  letter  addressed  to 
his  friend  Thomas  Leiper,  £s^.,  of  Philadelphia, 
in  strong  terms,  spoke  of  building  up  domestic 
mann&ctnres,  as  the  "  true  republican  policy." 
He  stud  it  was  the  design  and  policy  of  "  New 
England  federalists  "  to  continue  a  commercial 
people,  and  thus  keep  np  a  dependence  on  for- 
ei^  nations  for  a  supply  of  manufactured  arti- 
cles. With  an  adroitness  peenliar  to  himself, 
he  sought  to  identify  the  oppoution  to  his  fa- 
vorite system,  with  the  cmiositicHi  to  the  party 
of  which  he  was  the  head.  New  En^ana  was 
then  snffering  under  the  restrictive  system  of 
the  Oenerfd  Government,  which  bore  upon  her 
with  peculiar  weight  and  severity.  Her  people 
were  necessarily  and  essentially  a  commercial 
and  navigating  people.  They  were  then  the 
stout  advocates  of  those  free  trade  principles 
which  the  national  lef^alation  afterwards  com- 
pelled them  to  give  up,  and  whidi  are  now 


prod^med  to  be  so  essential  to  national  furos- 
perity  in  a  region,  where,  then,  the  domestic 
policy  was  declared  to  be  the  sure  fonndation 
of  public  prosperity  and  permanent  indepen- 
dence. Sir,  impartial  history  has  reoorded  all 
these  matters,  imd  they  will  stand  out  on  the 
fhture  page  as  anl^Jects  of  curious  qieoiiUtion 
to  those  who  shall  ccme  after  ns.  - 


TiTXSDAT,  January  15. 
DiMtri^tion  of  Surpltu  Sevmue. 

Mr.  SnwABT  offered  the  following  preamble 
and  resolution,  and  moved  that  it  be  hiid  upon 
the  table : 

Whereas  it  was  declared  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  in  his  message  at  the  opening 
of  the  first  session  of  the  twenty-firat  Oongress, 
that,  after  the  extinction  of  the  public  debt,  it 
is  not  probable  that  any  adjnstment  the 
tariff,  on  prindples  satimctory,  will,  until  a 
remote  period,  if  ever,  leave  the  Government 
without  a  considerable  surplus  in  the  treasury 
beytmd  what  may  be  required  for  its  current 
services;  and  that,  in  his  opinion,  "the  most 
safe,  just,  and  federal  dispomtion  that  could  be 
made  of  tho  surplus  revenue,  would  be  its 
apportionment  among  the  several  States,  ac- 
cording to  their  representation,"  which  recom- 
mendations have  been  since  reiterated  in  sub- 
sequent messages  from  the  same  high  source : 
And  whereas  tiie  President  has  congratulated 
Congress,  at  the  opening  of  the  present  eessioo, 
upon  the  near  approach  of  the  period  referred 
to,  when  the  public  debt  will  be  entirely  extin- 
guished, and  a  conidderable  surplus  remain  in. 
the  treasury ;  therefore, 

Rfolved,  That  the  Bum  of  five  millions  of  dollars 
(if  the  furplus  revenae  shall  amount  to  so  much) 
shall  be  annually  apportioned  among  the  sevMal 
States,  according  to  their  representation ;  one  moi- 
ety thereof  to  be  appropriated  to  works  of  improve- 
meat  of  a  national  character,  and  the  other  to  the 
purposes  of  general  education;  and  that  tiie  Com- 
mittee on  Roads  and  Canals  tie  instnicted  to  report 
a  bill  accordingly. 

Mr.  WiLOE  moved  the  question  of  considera- 
tion, viz ;  Will  the  House  now  consider  tiie 
resolution  t 

Mr.  Stbwabt  su^ested  to  the  gentieman  from 
Georgia,  that  the  resolution  might  be  suffiared 
to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr  wiLDB  demanded  the  question  of  condd- 
eration. 

Mr.  Stbwabt  inquired  of  tiie  Chidr,  If  the 
refusal  now  to  consider  would  preclude  him 
from  moving  its  consideration  hereafter)  Bwig 
informed  that  it  would  not,  he  said  he  did  not 
wish  the  Honse  now  to  consider  the  resolution, 
but  that  at  some  future  day,  after  time  had  been 
afforded  to  examine  it,  he  would  move  for  the 
consideration  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  Wilde  sud  ^at,  in  a  orins  like  the  pres- 
entf  he  could  not  withdraw  his  motion,  tiiouf^ 

Digitized  by  Google 


144 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


H.  or  a.] 

be  regretted  Dot  being  able  to  comply  with  the 
reqnest  of  tlie  geatleman  from  PemiBjTania. 

TbeqaestioD  of  consideration  waa<ucided  by 
—Teas  48,  nays  111. 

Ths  TaiifSill—Seduetion  oflhttim. 

If r.  Choate,  of  Massachosetts,  addressed  the 
committee  as  follows : 

It  woald  be  mere  affectation  in  me,  sir,  to 
pretend  not  to  see  that  this  bill  is  introduced 
becmue  Soutii  Oarolina  has,  prospectirely,  nnl- 
Ufied  the  law  which  we  made  tn  pari  materia, 
five  months  ago.  The  chairman  of  the  Oom- 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means  does  not,  to  be  snre, 
■ay  this  in  his  speech,  or  la  bis  report ;  bnt 
there  is  not  a  man,  woman,  or  child,  in  the 
United  States,  who  does  not  know  it,  and  who 
woald  not  langh  in  yonr  &ce  to  bear  the  con- 
trary asserted.  Why,  sir,  npon  the  apparent 
circamstances,  who  can  donbt  aboat  it.  The 
tariff  of  the  last  session,  whatever  else  might  be 
said  against  or  for  It,  was  no  very  hasty  piec« 
of  legislation.  A  committee  of  tills  Bouse, 
constituted  for  that  very  puraose,  were  three 
months  in  framing  that  Dili  which  was  its 
groundwork.  In  one  form  and  in  one  stage  or 
another,  the  bill  was  pending  before  us  two  or 
three  months  longer.  It  was  under  actual  dis- 
cussion  tnor&  I  Mlieve,  tiian  one.  The  public 
attention  had  been  reeentiy  venr  mnob  drawn 
to  the  subject.  Conventions  had  been  holden ; 
memorials  had  been  composed ;  and  a  vast  body 
of  fact  and  argument  had  been  furnished  to  ns 
by  the  sections  and  interests  most  opposed  and 
most  sensitive  npon  this  policy.  Alter  all  this, 
the  bill  passed  with  a  sorprising  uDanimity 
through  both  branches  of  Congress,  and  I  can- 
not say  that  it  baa  not  been  pretty  weJl  recdved 
by  the  people.  Ooiainly,  the  adminbtration 
pressea  have  snoeaalngly  dedared  tiiat  it  had 
the  approval  of  all  bnt  we  nhraa  <m  both  aides ; 
the  mannfactorers  and  tiie  nulliflers. 

That  tariff  has  not  yet  gone  into  operation. 
How  it  may  work,  therefore,  how  much  rev- 
enue it  may  yield,  what  effect  it  may  prodnce 
npon  prices,  commerce,  manufactures,  or  the 
agricultures  of  the  South,  how  for  it  may  ap- 
prove  itself  upon  a  full  experiment  to  the  judg- 
ment of  our  constituents,  the  American  people, 
npon  dl  these  matters,  you  know  absolutely 
nothing  which  you  did  not  know  when  yon  set 
yonr  bands  to  it.  Without  the  examination  of 
a  dngle  witneaa,  without  the  reading  or  presen- 
t^on  of  a  ringle  memorial,  without  a  particle 
of  new  InformwoD.  whether  of  fact  or  aciHioe, 
<m  the  merits  of  tiiia  bnsineaa  aa  a  queation  of 
finance  or  political  econmny,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  have  strock  out  at  a  heat  in 
three  weeks,  a  new  tari£E^  departmg  fundamen- 
tally from  the  provinona  of  the  last,  and  over- 
turning, not  fonnally,  I  concede  to  the  gentieman 
from  Ohio,  (Mr.  EainioiT,)  who  Iiad  just  ra- 
samed  his  seat,  bnt  subst^tially  overtoming 
the  American  protective  system. 

Sir,  I  repeat  it,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to 
donbt  the  motive  or  ol^eot  <tf  this  proceeding 
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unexampled  in  our  legislation.  Do  not  deceive 
yourselves  by  auppoung  that  the  country  and 
the  world  also  wUl  not  see  clear  tiirough  it. 
Let  na  not  shun  a  fair  responsibility  on  thia 
great  occasion.  Why  not  avow  it  at  once,  and 
put  yoorselvea  thereupon  on  the  country.  South 
Carolina  has  nnllifiea  yoor  tariffs ;  and  there- 
fore yon  r^>eai  them.  Ton  auppreaa  nullifi- 
cation, and  take  a  statesmanlike  pledge  and 
guarantee  agvlnat  any  future  recurrence  by  any 
other  State  to  that  happy  expedient,  by  jnst 
promptly  granting,  the  first  time  you  h&vo  a 
chance  to  act  on  it,  all  that  it  demands. 

But,  sir,  I  sh^  consume  no  time  in  compltun- 
ing  of  the  committee  for  having  cast  the  ocm- 
sideratioD  of  this  snbject  sgain  on  this  Congress. 
If  we  can  make  a  better  tu'iff  than  the  last,  or 
rather  if  we  can  make  a  really  permanent  and 
good  one,  without  the  neglect  of  weightier 
matters,  I  do  not  think  the  attitude  of  bouth 
Oarolina  alone  onght  to  prevent  our  doing  so. 
While  I  hold  nodoubtealy  that  oar  main  and 
first  busineea  at  this  season  Is.  to  provide  for 
effectually  enforcing  the  law,  if  in  that  behalf 
there  is  any  thing  for  the  Let^alatnre  to  do,  I 
could  wish  to  improve  the  law  also,  if  It  re- 
quires to  be,  and  can  be  improved. 

But  tUa  bill  is  no  improvement  of  the  law. 
Oome  what  m^,  I  shall  not  assent  to  it.  Some 
of  the  prinolides  it  prooeeda  <n  are  well  «ion^ ; 
some  of  the  ends  it  seeks  not  undesirable.  Bnt 
the  honorable  chairman  will  pardon  me  if  X 
say  that,  as  a  whole,  it  is  a  great  deal  too  rash, 
partial,  and  revolutionary.  He  will  pardon  me 
if  I  say  I  see  on  it  some  marks  of  the  nnwise 
precipitation  of  fear,  and  some  of  the  still  more 
offensive  marks  of  political  calculation  and  com- 
Unation.  Instead,  however,  stt^  of  attempting 
to  fUssect  it  minutely,  and  to  display  Its  oojeo- 
tionahle  details,  I  have  risen  oa\y  /to  sn^^t 
some  more  general  grounds  on  which  I  oppose 
it,  and  on  which  perfasM.  the  expediency  of 
passing  even  a  far  better  bill  than  this  in  the 
circumstances,  may  well  be  qnestioned. 

There  is  one  view  of  this  great  subject  the 
tariff^  in  its  relation  to  the  times  we  are  ap- 
proaching, in  which  the  importance  of  very  de- 
lil>erate  action  on  it,  upon  the  part  of  the  Na- 
tional Legislature,  is  quite  striking.  I  cannot 
hope  to  impress  it  on  others  as  it  has  presented 
itself  to  my  own  mind. 

We  have  reached  the  time,  or  rather  we  are 
within  a  year  or  two  of  the  time,  when  it  will 
beoome  neoeaaary  to  meet  and  settie  a  questicm 
in  some  sense  new ;  a  question  involving  the 
&te  of  onr  exlBrt^  mannfiMtturing  establish- 
ments, and  perhaps  the  fate  of  American  man- 
ufacturing enterprise.  The  question  is  thb : 
Can  the  tariff  l>e  so  arranged,  that  it  shall  pro- 
duce no  more  revenue  than  the  wants  of  a 
Government  out  of  debt  and  wisely  adminis- 
tered, indispensably  demand ;  shall  incidentally 
give  effectual  protection  to  capital  now  invested 
in  manufactures,  and  shall,  at  the  same  time, 
work  no  sectional  injustice  to  the  planting 
Sutea.  Soch  atariff  altme  can  be  mamtunea 
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in  this  country.  Such  a  tariff,  by  the  Ueeung 
of  providence,  can  be  midtttained.  Such  an  one 
can  be  framed ;  bnt  time,  and  an  opportunity 
of  calm,  thorough,  nntertiBed  deliberation,  are 
bidispensable  to  a  work  eo  great,  and  healing, 
and  diffionlt 

The  first  reqniaite  of  a  tarifi^  which  shall  meet 
the  exigeDcy  of  the  times  is,  that  it  brings  down 
the  revenue  "to  the  wants  of  the  Govern- 
ment."  A  very  few  words  only  upon  this : 

I  consider  it  to  be  the  settled  opinion  of  the 
oonntry,  that  the  national  revenue  ought  to  be 
Testricted  to,  and  measured  by,  the  necessary 
annual  expenditure  of  the  Government,  out  of 
debt,  and  economically  administered.  The  pub- 
lic demand  is,  I  think,  tliat  the  tariff  be  so  con- 
stracted  as  to  yield  that  amount  of  revenue,  and 
no  more ;  and  if  the  tariff  of  the  last  session 
shall  be  found,  on  a  fidl  experiment,  to  yield 
more  than  that,  sooner  or  later  it  must,  of 
course,  be  altered.  In  other  words,  if  fifteen 
millions  a  year  will  administer  the  Govern- 
ment, fifteen  millions  are  all  which  we  can  per- 
manently collect  from  imposts. 

The  bill  under  consideration  proibssea  to  be 
an  attempt  to  bring  down  the  revenue  to  the 
vanta  of  the  Government ;  and,  w  fbr,  I  have 
notiiing  to  oUect  to  it  Bow  tu  it  may  effect 
its  oldeet,  or  how  Car  it  may  go  beyimd  its  ob- 
ject, 18  another  question.  It  assumes  farther, 
that  fifteen  millions  ttf  dollua  wtll  sati^  the 
annual  wants  of  the  Goremment  U]>on  this, 
too,  I  have  nothing  to  say.  But  it  farther  pro- 
ceeds npon  the  supp(»itjon,  that,  of  this  sum, 
two  millions  and  a  half  will  be  supplied  by  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands,  and  the  other  twelve 
millions  and  a  half  by  the  imposts.  I  submit  to 
the  committee,  sir,  that  the  imposts  ought  to 
be  made  to  contribute  from  the  first,  the  whole 
fifteen  millions,  or  whatever  be  the  sum  whidi 
yon  decide  to  raise. 

But  there  is  a  Aoepet  ol^eotion  to  the  bill. 
Aasoming,  ur,  that  a  tariff  is  to  be  constructed 
which  shall  supply  from  imposts  Ihe  whole 
national  revenue,  and  no  more  than  yon  need 
tor  revenue,  then  the  great  question  is  this : 
Can  the  principle  of  an  effectual  protection  of 
tiie  existing  manufacturing  establishments  be 
embodied  incidentally  in  such  a  tariff,  without 
injustice  to  the  planting  States  I  Sir,  I  beUeve 
that  it  can ;  and  I  am  wholly  against  this  bill 
because  it  makes  no  attempt  to  do  it. 

Look  into  this  bill,  and  say  if  these  rates  of 
duties  are  sufficient  for  thepreservation  of  your 
leading  manufactures !  Why,  this  House  has 
oondaded  the  question.  You  have  framed,  this 
Tffj  assembly  has  once  already  framed^  a  tariff 
of  protection.  Tes,  sir,  the  law  of  the  last 
sessioD,  oueted  after  a  series  crfinvestigations  of 
imezampled  minuteness  and  tc^is  ibo  deliber- 
ate^ recorded,  promulgated  judgment  of  the 
whole  National  Legislature,  that  the  duties  in 
that  law  are  indispensable  to  the  adequate  pro- 
tection of  your  investments  in  manufactures. - 

Now  is  there  a  particle  of  new  evidence,  is 
^i«n  one  singeju-gument  good  or  bad,  dd  or 
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new,  is  there  so  much  as  a  su^estion  from  any 
quarter  of  this  House,  that,  on  point  txf  neoes- 
sity  of  that  degree  of  protection  which  yon  de- 
cided to  give  last  summer,  your  judgment  wss 
erroneous  t  So  erroneous  that  you  may  now 
take  off  seventy- five  per  cent,  of  that  protection 
without  f^ar  of  the  consequences  ?  Sir,  we 
know  there  is  nothing.  This  bill  is  not  pot 
forward  as  a  protecting  tariff.  The  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  has  not 
said  on  this  floor,  or  in  his  report,  and  will  not 
say  that  he  believes  this  rate  of  protection  is 
enough.  He  does  not  press  the  measure  upon 
you  on  that  ground.  He  argues  that  It  wiU  re* 
duce  the  revenue  to  twelve  and  a  half  millions, 
and  he  cliJms  no  more  for  it.  No  verbid  or 
written  testimony  has  been  taken  by  the  com- 
mittee, and  none  is  furnished  to  the  House. 
Some  manuscripts  of  matter  purporting  to  be 
answers  of  manufacturers  to  the  interrogatories 
of  agents  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  are 
said  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  puUio  printer ; 
but  nobody  knows  their  contents,  or  attaches 
any  sort  of  importance  to  them. 

I  have  heard,  in  conversation,  that  the  tariff 
of  1816  gave  adequate  protection,  and  that  this 
bill  is  a  return  to  that  tariff.  Did  we  not  know 
last  summer  what  protectlcm  the  law  of  1816 
^ve,  and  did  we  not  pronoimee  it  to  be  wholly 
madeqnatef  Bemdes,  dr,  this  hill  is  not  a  re- 
turn to  the  provisions  of  ti>at4aw.  If  tiiat 
were  intended,  why  are  the  duties  on  iron  car- 
ried so  much  higher?  Do  you  say  that  the 
manufactures  of  iron  are  essential  to  the  de- 
fence of  the  nation  in  time  of  war,  and,  there- 
fore, deserve  to  be  protected  ?  Very  well ;  bnt 
this  plainly  admits  that  the  law  of  181Q  does 
not  aEFord  the  desired  protection.  And  again ; 
if  you  take  that  tariff  for  your  standard,  why 
do  you  withdraw  from  the  manufacturers  of 
woollens  and  cottons,  the  protection  of  whidi 
they  enjoyed  under  it?  No,  sir,  I  shall  not  ad- 
mit against  your  vote  of  five  months  ago,  that 
these  duties  will  sustain  any  great  branch  of 
the  national  manufactures.  I  am  estopped  by 
the  record,  and  bow,  as  I  ought,  to  your  own 
authority.  I  must  take  it  for  this  discussion, 
without  pausing  to  collate  this  bill  with  former 
tariffs,  item  by  item,  and  without  attempting 
to  calculate  the  exact  rate  per  cent,  of  the  pro- 
posed reduction,  that  the  measure  gods  in  its 
inevitable,  and  not  very  remote  effect,  to  dis- 
turb and  derange  the  whole  manufacturing  en- 
terprise of  the  country,  and  particutarly  to 
break  down  the  great  body  or  the  establish- 
ments of  New  England. 

Is  there  any  thing  in  the  ciroumstanoes  of 
the  time  which  makes  all  this  necessary  t  Sir, 
X  cuonot  believe  it.  I  believe  you  may  con- 
struct a  tariff  which  shall  yield  fifteen  millions 
of  revenue ;  effectually  protect  domestio  man- 
ufacture ;  and  do  injustice  to  no  portion  of  the 
country.  This  is  the  great  problem  now  pro- 
posed to  the  wisdom  of  Congress.  I  beg  leave, 
ur,  to  say  a  few  words  only  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  that  such  a  tariff  may  be  maide^  but 
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that  perhaps  new  iDTestigationa,  perhaps  new 
modea  of  inquiry  on  the  part  of  Government 
are  necessary  to  an  object  bo  important  and  so 
diffioolt. 

I  oonfess,  sir,  it  is  not  nntil  verj  recently  I 
hun  supposed  that  a  tariff,  prodncing  so  much 
revenae  only  as  the  wants  of  Government  year 
by  year  demand,  wonld  be  resisted  by  the 
Sonth,  merely  becaoae  it  songht  to  nnite  with 
its  main  object  of  revenne,  in  its  selection  of 
articles,  and  its  distribution  of  duties,  the  pro- 
tection of  domestic  industry.  We  have  heard 
much  about  the  bnrden  of  nnnecessary  taxation ; 
against  waatefol  and  corrupt  expenditores  of 
pnblio  money ;  agidnst  plundering  the  people 
wit^  one  hand,  and  dealing  out  the  spoils  here 
and  there,  to  this  portion  of  them  and  that, 
witii  the  other.  These  topics  are  familiar 
enough  in  oar  disousuons  here  aud  elsewhere ; 
bttt^at  which  has  been  somewhat  technically 
called  incidental  protection,  I  thought  had  been 
spared  this  general  dennntuation.  I  had  sup- 
posed the  sentiments  ascribed  the  other  day  by 
the  gentleman  from  Oonnecticnt  (Mr.  Inoebsou.) 
to  a  distinguished  Virginian,  (Mr.  Bakbodb,) 
expressed  the  preTailtng  Southern  opinion  on 
diu  aulfjeot  When  the  tariff  was  made  bona 
fiSA  for  revenoe,  where  it  waa  so  fhuned  as  to 
produce  no  more  than  the  neoessary  revemie 
v»  an  eoononuoal  adminiatntion  of  a  Govern- 
ment out  of  debt;  where,  in  its  "gross  and 
eec^w,"  as  a  whole,  acting  as  one  tu  on  one 
people,  it  drew  from  them  only  the  proper 
amount  of  tax,  I  had  supposed,  sir,  that  such  a 
tariff  would  not  be  objected  to,  merely  because 
in  its  details  it  favorably  r^^arded  the  interests 
of  .American  manufactures.  One  thing  is  cer- 
tain :  Uie  constitutional  competence  of  Congress 
to  make  such  a  tariff  has  hardly  been  ques- 
tioned, I  believe,  by  those  who  have  questioned 
every  tiling  else.  In  the  address  of  the  eon- 
Tention  ctf  the  friends  of  free  trade,  put  fbrth  in 
the  latter  part  of  tiie  year  1881,  I  find  these 
passages.  Tliey  occur  in  the  midst  of  a  regular 
ailment  against  the  substantive  oonstitutional 
power  of  Congress  to  make  a  protecting  tariff. 
"  They  admit  the  power  of  Oongresa  to  lay  and 
collect  such  duties  as  tiiey  deem  neoessary  for 
tiie  purpose  of  revenue;  and,  within  tiiose 
limite,  so  to  arrange  these  duties  as  incidentally, 
and  to  that  extent,  to  fpve  protection  to  the 
mannfacturer. 

They  deny  the  right  to  convert  what  they 
denominate  the  incidental  into  the  priacipal 
power,  and,  transcencUng  the  limits  of  revenue, 
to  impose  an  additional  duty,  substantially  and 
exclusively  Air  the  purpose  of  affording  that 
proteotion.^' 

The  writer  of  an  article  in  the  Southern 
Review,  published  in  August,  1830,  a  writer 
who,  with  zeal  and  talent  maintains  the  doc- 
trines of  nullification,  and  the  want  of  constitu- 
tional power  to  make  a  taiiff  of  protection, 
says:  "South  Carolina  has  never  contended 
that,  in  pursuing  bona^de  the  legitimate  olyect 
of  revenue,  a  bOl  for  this  purpose  may  not  be 
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arraiu^  in  moh  a  manner  as  incidentally  to 
benefit  the  dtnnestio  industiy  of  the  country." 

Sir,  I  agree  that  there  is  some  ambiguity  in 
this  language ;  but  it  seems  to  me  to  admit,  in 
the  broadest  terms,  our  constitutional  power  to 
make  just  such  a  tariff  as  the  times  demand ;  a 
tariff  yielding  just  enough,  and  no  more,  to  the 
treasury,  yet  so  taxing,  and  so  exempting  from 
tax  articles  imported,  as  effectually  to  protect 
the  m&nafacturing  capital  and  labor  of  the 
country. 

But,  sir,  we  know  now  that  our  friends  of 
the  pluiting  States  take  stronger  ground.  They 
now  say  that,  even  if  tiie  tanff  produce  only 
the  neoessary  amount  of  revenue,  it  cannot  be 
so  constructed  as  to  protect  mannfactures,  ac- 
cording to  the  Northern  opinions  on  the  requi- 
site degree  of  protection,  without  iqjustioe  to 
the  South.  Such  a  tariff  will  admit  some  im- 
ports free  of  duty ;  it  will  tax  some  heavily, 
others  lightiy ;  and  this  "  arrangement  of  du- 
ties "  must,  as  they  allege,  from  the  habits  of 
consumption  and  of  production,  peculiar  to  the 
planting  States,  act  with  a  sectional  injustice 
and  hardship  on  them. 

Now  this  allegation  of  the  South  presents  a 
question  of  fact  of  great  interest.  It  has  been 
diaeusaed  at  fonner  seesions  of  Congress,  with 
eminoit  ability  on  this  flow.  It  is  the  turning 
point  of  the  oontroven^  which  threatens,  not 
to  rend  these  States  asunder,  that  is  an  absurd 
^prehennon,  but  which  threatens  to  prostrate 
every  manufacturing  establishment  in  the  coun- 
try. I  do  not  say  that  it  is  enable  of  being 
conclusively  determined.  Perhaps  it  is  a  prob- 
lem which  must  forever  baffle  all  attempts  at 
solution.  But,  sir  before  this  Grovernment  shall 
take  for  granted  tnis  strong  and  no  doubt  sin- 
cere assertion  of  its  Southern  citizens ;  before 
it  shall  doom  to  destrnction  the  vast  interests 
which  itself  has  warmed  into  life,  upon  the 
aimpomtion  that  it  can  protect  tiiem  no  longer 
without  {injustice  to  others,  I  submit  that  some- 
thing ought  to  be  done  by  the  Government,  as 
a  Goverament,  through  some  department,  or 
committee,  or  board  commissioners,  to  settie 
this  question  of  fact  It  would  be  a  reproach 
to  politics,  to  le^slation,  to  science,  if  it  could 
not  be  settled  by  a  proper  course  of  inquiry, 
with  some  approximation  to  moral  certainty. 
I  know,  indeed,  something  of  the  obstacles 
which  the  pas^ons  put  in  me  way  of  the  pur- 
suit of  truth.  Perhaps  Hobbes,  if  it  was  he, 
was  not  so  far  in  the  wrou^  when  he  said  "  that, 
if  their  interests  required  it,  people  would  deir^ 
that  two  and  two  make  four.''  But,  sir,  "  dim- 
culty  is  good  for  man."  We  are  fast  S4>proaeh- 
ing  a  real  crisis  in  the  history  ai  our  manufac- 
tures. We  are  told  we  can  no  longer  protect 
them,  and  do  justice  to  the  South,  even  if  here- 
tofore that  was  practicable.  We  cannot  put 
this  question  aside ;  we  must  meet  it ;  and  it 
involves  the  most  momentous  domestic  contro- 
versy which  this  country  was  ever  engaged  in. 
Sir,  the  position  I  take  is  this :  that  this  House 
is  not  prapared  to  admit-^iannot,  as  a  matter 
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of  justice,  and  expediencj,  and  honor,  admit, 
wiuioat  more  inqairy,  that  a  tariff,  prodnoing 
fifteen  millions  of  revenue,  and  effectually  pro- 
tecting domestic  manufactures,  will  operate 
Tith  any  peculiar  and  sectionu  li^natioe  and 
severity  on  the  planting  States. 

In  the  first  puoe,  belore  we  Tentnre  ognnst 
oar  reeorded  acts  of  the  last  aeastoii  to  take  a 
matter  of  so  muefa  importance  for  granted,  I 
say  wa  oagfat  to  have  before  us  for  lAspeetaon, 
the  project  of  a  hill  yielding  fifteen  miliions, 
and  BO  framed  as  to  protect  mannfacturea.  No 
snch  bill  was  ever  submitted  to  this  Oongresa. 
This,  from  the  Ways  and  Heans,  that  commit- 
tee fa^  us,  will  produce  twelve  and  a  half  mil- 
lions only,  and  it  makes  no  attempt  towards 
effectual  protection.  The  tariff  of  last  session, 
H  is  sdd,  will  produce  twenty  millions.  What 
we  ought  to  have,  from  some  committee  or  some 
.  department,  for  analysis,  is  a  tariff^  put  tt^jether 
by  express  matruction  of  this  House  in  soch  a 
manner  as  to  raise  a  revenue  of  fifteen  millions, 
without  injury  to  existing  iavestmenta;  and,  aa 
for  as  practicable,  without  injnstloe  to  any 
distinct  section  of  country.  Then,  sir,  there 
would  be  something  definite  to  act  upon ;  there 
would  then  be  a  specific  plan  of  taxation  before 
you,  nnder  which  some  imports  would  be  free ; 
some  lightly  and  some  heavily  burdened ;  the 
articles  would  be  enumerated  and  the  rates 
fixed.  We  should  know  then  the  terms  and 
couditioQs  of  the  problem  to  bo  solved.  We 
could  then  subject  the  planting  States  to  a  mi- 
nute comparison  with  other  States,  in  regard 
to  their  habits  of  consamptiwi  and  prodndaon, 
with  reference  to  a  given  scheme  of  finance. 
Hie  anestloa  then  would  be,  taking  into  account 
the  character  of  the  oonsnmption  and  prodno* 
taon  which  distinguish  the  two  great  divisions 
of  the  eonntiy,  wnich  of  them,  nnder  this  pre- 
cise scale  of  duties  will  feel  the  heaviest  bur- 
den, or  will  it  fUl  in  jost  proportion  on  each  ? 
I  repeat,  sir,  the  first  step  towards  a  proper 
trial  of  the  question  involved  in  the  represen- 
tation of  the  Sooth,  would  seem  to  me  to  be  to 
call  on  the  Committee  of  Manufactures,  or  of 
Ways  and  Means,  for  a  bill  of  this  character. 
Until  we  can  see,  and  can  dissect  sooh  an  one,  I 
diall  not  admit,  in  deference  to  aoy  abstract  rea- 
sonings, however  ingenions ;  to  any  defamation, 
however  doqnent ;  to  any  complaints,  however 
load  or  general ;  that  it  may  not  be  made  to 
unite  all  the  three  reqnintes  which  must  meet 
in  a  JnBt  pc^nlar,  and  permanent  tariff;  that 
is,  that  it  brings  no  surplus  into  the  treasury, 
encourage  imd  save  manufacturing  investments, 
and  do  no  local  wrong  to  the  South. 

But.  nr,  without  w^ting  for  tile  project  of 
such  a  tariff,  we  know,  to  some  extent  what  it 
must  be ;  we  know,  in  general,  that  it  will  lay 
a  heavier  duty  on  articles  coming  in  competi- 
tion with  our  domestic  manufactures;  and  a 
lighter  duty,  if  any,  on  articles  not  coming  into 
competition  with  ^em,  than  the  average  of  a 
mere  nniform  ad  valorem  revenue  duty.  And, 
unr,  if  tUa  House  prepared  to  admits  withoitt 
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more  inquiry,  that  snch  a  distribution  of  duties 
works  any  sectional  wrong  to  the  planting 
States? 

In  conridering  this  question,  let  the  tariff 
first  be  regarded  as  a  great  indirect  tax  on 
consumption  p^d  by  oonsumera.  I  know  that 
this  view  of  the  tariff  is  narrow  and  inade- 
qnate ;  it  is,  LoweveTf  to  a  great  extrat,  tiie 
true  view  of  it,  ao  fiu:  as  yon  loot  to  the  burdens 
only  which  it  imposes.  It  is  a  law  laying 
taxes  on  consnmptaon,  which  are  paid  \tj  om- 
samers.  The  question  is,  do  these  taxes  nil  dl^ 
proportionately  on  the  South  f 

In  tiiis  way  (rf  considering  the  subject,  the 
only  ground  on  which  the  all^^  inequality 
of  this  tax,  in  its  operation  on  the  planting 
States,  can  be  made  out,  is  this :  that  those 
States  oonsame  a  larger  value  of  imported  arti- 
cles paying  heavy  duties  nnder  such  a  dis(»4m- 
inatin^  tanff,  in  proportion  to  their  whole  con- 
sumption or  sbUiliy,  than  the  other  States;  that 
th«y  oonsnme  a  Uurger  valne  of  imported  sngar, 
woollen  doth^  ootton  doth,  artides  and  mate- 
rials  of  occasional  and  extra  dress,  household 
fomitnre,  meohanio  tools,  iron,  steel,  hem|^ 
flax,  cordage,  ohidn  oablea,  sail  cloth,  oil  and 
dyeing  materials,  and  the  like,  in  proportion  to 
their  whole  consumption,  than  the  other  States. 
Now,  do  the  planting  States,  in  point  of  fact, 
oonsnme  a  larger  amount  of  such  articles  than 
the  rest  of  the  Union,  according  to  their  ability  t 
Sir,  I  utterly  deny  it.  I  assert  the  direct  con- 
trary. I  tender  an  issue,  and  rem>ectftilly  pray 
that  the  same  may  be  inquired  of  by  the  oonn- 

In  tSie  first  place,  it  has  been  alleged  on 
this  fioor  that  the  fating  States  do  not  now. 
and  never  did^  oonsnme  so  large  a  value  of  all 

imported  dutiable  goods.  In  proportion  to  their 
numbers,  as  the  oUier  States.  In  particular,  I 
recollect,  that  the  genUeman  from  Bnode  Island, 
(Mr.  BuBQis,)  in  his  able  speech  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, took  this  position  very  strongly.  In  the 
reeolntions  which  he  laid  some  days  since  on 
year  table,  he  reasserts  this  position.  He  told 
us  that  the  records  of  the  trrasnry  and  custom- 
houses will  sustain  him  in  it.  They  will  Aow 
you,  or  rather  you  may  collect  from  thent. 
with  reasonable  certainty,  the  whose  Tal»  <k 
imported  dotwe  goods  omtsnroed  year  hr 
year  in  the  whole  conntry,  and  the  value  v 
those  consumed  in  the  Southern  States ;  the 
whole  amount  of  duties  cdlected  on  them  aU, 
and  the  amount  collected  on  the  portion  con- 
sumed  in  the  Southern  States.  The  result  of 
the  elamination  will  be,  that  the  complaining 
States  have  never  ptud,  from  the  organisation 
of  the  Government  to  this  day,  an  amount  of 
the  indirect  taxes  which  have  mainly  borne  the 
entire  national  expenditura  in  just  proportion 
to  their  numbers,  their  whde  onunmptaon,  and 
their  general  ability. 

Sir,  if  the  fitot  be  so,  it  is  a  most  tanportaot 
one.  If  it  be  so,  that  under  no  tariff  at  no 
time,  those  States  have  paid  a  &ir,  oonstitn- 
tional  {H^portion  of  tax,  is  it  certain  that  under 
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a  protecting  tariff  of  fifteen  millions,  thej  will 
pa/  more  than  their  proporUoot  la  this  so 
certain  that  yon  Till  taka  it  for  granted,  with- 
out inqniry,  and  withoat  trial,  and  prostrate 
yonr  manuractores  on  the  assumption  1 

Sir,  in  this  view,  the  reeolations  for  inquir7 
proposed  bj  the  gentleman  At>m  Rhode  Island, 
seem  to  me  eminently  reasonable  and  proper. 
I  snbmit  that  we  should  immediately  (xU  oat 
all  the  evidence  to  this  point  contuned  in  the 
treasary  and  castom-honses ;  and,  in  the  ab- 
leace  of  that  higher  proof,  I  shall  hold  that  the 
gentleman  has  troly  stated  to  ns  the  result  of  it. 

I  have  thus  far  been  considering  the  tariff  as 
an  indirect  tax  on  consnmptton,  paid  by  the  con- 
■nmersof  imported  dutiable  good&  In  that  way 
c£  oonsidering  it,  I  never  oonld  comprehend  the 
Soathdmsectioiuloljeotiontoit.  Togtve  oolor 
to  that  objection,  it  should  be  shown  that  the 
States  which  urge  it,  consume  a  larger  value  of 
imports  paying  the  heavy  rates  of  duty,  in  pro- 
portion to  their  whole  consnmption,  whicn  is 
always  in  proportion  to  ability,  than  the  other 
States.  Not  a  tittle  of  evidence,  in  proof  of 
this  position,  was  ever  offered  to  this  or  any 
other  Congress.  The  presumptions  are  all  the 
other  way ;  we  utterly  deny  the  position,  and 
offer  to  unite  in  any  mode  of  Inquiry  which  can 
be  suggested  to  ascertain  its  truth  or  falsehood. 

It  is  sometimes  aud,  sir,  that  the  consumer 
In  the  plantiiig  States  pays  a  tax  to  the  Ncnrth- 
em  muraftotarer.  This,  like  all  Tiolently  met- 
aphorioal  and  incorrect  langoace,  is  calculated 
to  midead  the  mind.  It  may  be  honestly,  but 
never  can  be  safely  employed  in  any  reasoning. 
Olosely  scmtioized,  it  means  nothing,  or  noth- 
ing to  this  purpose.  It  means  only  that  he  who 
(instead  of  buying  a  foreign  artide,  paying  the 
price,  and  reimbursing  the  dut^)  buys  a  domes- 
tic article,  pays  a  price  perhaps  somewhat  en- 
h^oed,  perhaps  not  at  all  so,  by  the  circum- 
stmice  that  the  imported  fabric  is  charged  with 
a  duty.  It  is  delusive  and  mischievons  to  call 
this  the  pigment  of  a  tax.  The  article  has  never 
borne  one;  the  vender  p^d  none;  the  buyer 
reimbursed  n<Hie.  So  far  from  this,  he  who 
aubsUtutes  the  domestic  for  the  foreign  fabric, 
pro  tanto,  evades  the  tax.  If,  then,  you  buy  of 
the  Northern  manufacturer,  you  diminish  your 
contribution  to  the  public  burden ;  if  you  buy 
nothing  of  him,  you  still  pay  no  more  than 
your  share.  On  what  ground,  then,  do  you 
complain  of  a  protecting  tariff  as  an  indirect 
tax  f  Yon  demand,  instead  of  it,  a  tariff  laying 
an  uniform  ad  valorem  duty  on  all  imports. 
Well,  why  ?  You  see  that  yon  do  not  now  con- 
tribute more  than  your  proportion  of  indirect 
tax  to  the  federal  treasury.  Would  you  con- 
tribute less! 

Do  you  say,  however,  that  the  Southern  con- 
sumer of  domestic  manufactures  pays  to  the 
manufacturer  a  price  enhanced  by  the  imposi- 
tion of  duties  on  the  similar  imported  manufac- 
tore ;  and  that  he  thus  bears  a  burden,  though 
he  does  not  pay  a  tax  f  I  answer,  firat,  that  if 
the  price  is  so  enhanced,  it  is  enhanced  as  well 


[Jahijakt,  1833. 

to  the  Northern  as  to  the  Southern  consumer; 
there  is  notiiing  sectional  in  the  alleged  griev- 
ance. I  aiqr,  AiTtber,  chat  all  the  leading  Amer- 
ican mannfiuitares  are^  aU  things  ifbnsidered, 
rapidly  and  successfully  establishing  themselves ; 
that  the  time  is  speeuly  coming  when  a  pro- 
tecting duty  will  be  unnecessary,  or  rather  will 
not  be  felt  at  all  by  the  consumer  in  the  price 
of  artides ;  and  that,  therefore,  within  the  sen- 
sible and  temperate  doctrine  of  Alexander 
Hamilton,  and  even  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  as  expressed 
in  the  memorial  of  the  f^e  trade  convention, 
presented  to  this  Congress  at  its  last  session,  tJie 
present  tomporaryinconvenience  ought  to  be  snib- 
mitted  to  by  the  individual,  for  the  sake  of  that 
ultimate  wid  certain  compensation,  a  diversified, 
viMHXtni,  and  national  mannfiicturing  industry. 

I  snbmit  l^refore,  dr,  npon  the  whole,  that 
we  should  not  pass  this  bill,  heoause  it  as- 
sumes that  a  tariff  producing  only  the  neces- 
sary revenue,  cannot  be  constructed  to  give  ef- 
fectual protection  to  manufSaotures  without  in- 
justice to  tiie  South ;  a  position  which  I  deny ; 
and  which,  let  me  say,  we  cannot  admit  consist- 
ently with  our  own  solemn  responsibilities  to 
our  constitaenta,  to  the  nation,  to  that  tribunal 
'*  at  whidi  nations  themselves  must  one  day 
answer." 

Mr.  Oh^rman :  There  is  one  more  general 
reason  why  this  House  should  not  now  pass 
this  bllL  or  any  bill  at  all  resembling  it.  That 
is  s  fotaJly  bad  measore  in  itael^  that  it  distnrbs 
and  endangers  all  the  manufacturing  invest- 
ments of  the  conntry,  and  sacrifices  especially 
those  of  New  England.  This,  sir,  indeed,  ia 
enough  to  decide  my  vote.  But  if  it  were  not 
quite  so  palpably  and  radically  bad,  I  should 
hope  it  woald  be  promptly  rejected.  Sir,  the 
actual  motives  on  which  gentleman  will 
perform  the  duty  which  this  occasion  devolves 
on  them,  will  be  various  and  secret,  and  all 
deserving  respect.  By  me  they  shall  not  be 
hnpeaohed  or  questioned.  Some,  undoubtedly, 
win  vote  for  the  bill  upon  a  consistent  and 
avowed  and  aettied  hoatality  to  the  protective 
system.  Some,  perhaps,  because  thwr  interesta 
are  spared,  and  those  only  of  their  neighbrn 
and  allies  are  sacrified.  Some,  ag^n,  upon  an 
honest  apprehension  for  the  integrity  of  the 
Union.  But,  sir,  the  country,  history,  will  stamp 
tJiis  proceeding  as  a  concession  to  tiie  sover- 
eignty of  SouUi  Carolina. 

There  is  but  one  ground  on  which  you  can 
account  for  the  vote  you  g^ve  for  this  bill,  and 
it  is,  that  South  Carolina,  has  nullified  every 
existing  tariff.  But  you  deny  her  right  to  nul- 
lify the  law ;  and  you  agree  with  the  President ; 
you  agree  with  the  people  speaking  through 
their  local  Governments,  their  primary  assem- 
blies, and  the  press,  as  with  a  voice  of  thunder, 
that  she  must  admit,  though  she  were  the  fair- 
est and  dearest  of  the  whole  sisterhood  of  tiie 
Stetes.  You  propose,  then,  to  abandon  a  politj', 
sixteen,  or  rather  forty  years  old ;  Banctioned 
by  every  President  and  every  Congress ;  by  the 
aoqulesoenoe  of  a  large  oonatitutionalnuijority 
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of  the  people ;  by  a  long,  splendid,  and  robost 
national  prosperity;  a  policy  to  which,  five 
months  ago,  yoa  gave  ypnr  sanction ;  to  aban- 
don it  wiutont  inqairy,  wlthont  instrootioD  from 
yonr  constituents,  yet  agiunst  their  known  in- 
terests and  presumed  wul ;  to  abandon  it,  not  to 
justice,  for  yon  do  not  t>elieve  that  jostice  de- 
mands it;  not  in  deference  to  the  opposition  of 
ft  respectable  constitutional  minonty,  for  that 
yon  have  all  along  thought  it  your  duty  to  dis- 
regard ;  but  in  deference  to  this  strange,  half- 
peaceable,  half-forcible,  wboUy  unconstitution- 
al interposition  of  a  ein^e  State  I 

S!r,  it  ia  for  those,  if  any  such  there  are,  who, 
ont  of  this  House,  are  pressiog  this  bill  along, 
feom  any  motive  of  poutioal  ambition,  to  con- 
rider  hov  H  affect  tlie  ohanees  of  public 
men  for  high  office,  thus  to  make  nullification 
a  triamphant  and  recognized  part  of  our 
already  sufficiently  oompltcated  system.  It  is 
for  us,  the  member^  of  this  House,  who  believe 
*'  that  the  preservation  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, in  Its  whole  constitutional  vigor,  is  the 
sheet-anchor  of  our  peace  at  home  and  safety 
abroad,"  and  that  "absolute  acquiescence  in 
the  decision  of  the  majority  is  the  vital  princi- 
ple of  republics,  from  which  there  is  no  appeal 
but  to  force,  the  vital  priDcipIe  and  immediate 

{larent  of  despotism  It  is  for  us  to  paose 
ODg  and  anxiously  before  we  do  anytJiing  to 
estubUab  the  precedent,  f^ght  wltii  all  unim- 
agioable  and  immitigable  evil,  that  b  small  ma- 
jority of  a  single  State,  whether  of  the  fourth 
class,  or  the  first,  shall  moke  the  laws  of  this 
Union.  Sir,  in  this  view,  oar  situation  is  un- 
doubtedly one  of  interest  and  responsibility. 
Tliank  God,  however,  our  duty  is  as  plain  as  it 
is  important  Sir,  these  unauthorized  risings  ' 
agunst  the  law,  I  will  not  call  them  what  the 
law  calls  them,  revolts,  rebellions,  treason,  are 
among,  I  do  not  say  the  or^nary,  but  they  are 
among  the  inevitable  and  not  unfreqaent  perils 
which  menace  all  hmnan  Governments.  Re- 
member, they  are  the  same  wider  our  ^yrtem 
tiiat  they  are  under  every  other.  Our  federal 
constitution,  and  fmr  separation  into  States, 
may  give  them  force,  organization,  complexity ; 
bat  Uiey  do  not  change  their  nature.  Essen- 
tially, here,  and  everywhere  else,  they  are 
things  irreconcilably  antagonist  to  the  right- 
ful supremacy  of  the  public  will.  Eere,  and 
everywhere  else,  there  is  but  one  of  two  alter- 
natives for  choice.  They  mast  be  put  down 
by  the  Government,  or  ^e  Government  most 
be  pat  down  by  them. 

Ur.  GiLMOBB,  of  Pennsylvania  sud :  Great 
respoDsibili^  rests  npmi  the  action  of  this 
Congress,  we  have  arrived  at  a  critical  period 
In  oar  Government,  where  one  misstep  may  seal 
our  Tuin ;  a  bealiag  policy  alone  wul  answer, 
which  I  apprehend  is  contuned  in  the  bill  under 
consideration.  The  bill  proposes  to  reduce  the 
duties  to  the  wants  of  the  Government,  and  so 
to  arrange  these  duties  as  to  affi^rd  a  fur  and 
reasoaable  protection  to  those  great  interests 
Thicfa  bam  grown  up  under  the  fluth  of  ih» 


[H.  OF  B. 

Government.  These  are  my  viewS|  and,  If 
accomplidied,  all  will  lie  well. 

By  a  Uir  and  reasonable  protection,  I  do  not 
mean  prohibitimi,  neither  w>  I  mean  an  insor- 
ance  agunsttheBuctuationof  themarketbyan 
excessive  influx ;  but  merely  such  protection  as 
will  counteract  foreign  r^ulations,  and  com- 
pensate for  the  diflerence  in  the  cost  of 
manafacturing.  Is  this  not  fair  ?  Why  should 
more  be  required,  if  protection  alone  is  wanted, 
and  when  murmurs  and  discontents  exist  in  the 
South!  They  say  the  operation  is  unequal; 
that  one  branch  of  industry  is  taxed  to  support 
another  and  that  they  are  compelled  to  pay 
more  tma  their  Just  proportion  as  to  the  eqoal- 
ity  of  duties  on  the  mannfaotariiw  and  non- 
mannfacturing  States.  I  shdl  read  an  extract 
from  the  Federalist,  a  book  of  high  authority : 
"  When  the  demand  is  equal  to  the  quantity 
of  goods  at  market,  the  consumer  generator 
pays  the  doty ;  but  when  the  markets  h(q>pen 
to  be  overstocked,  a  great  proporticm  falls  upon 
the  merchant,  and  sometimes  not  only  ex- 
hausts his  profits,  but  breaks  in  on  his  capital. 
I  am  apt  to  think  that  a  division  of  the  doty 
between  the  seller  and  the  boyer  more  ofl^ 
happens  than  is  commonly  imagined.  It  is  not 
always  possible  to  raise  the  price  of  a  com- 
modity IQ  exact  proporti(ni  to  every  additional 
imposition  lud  apon  it.  The  merchant,  espe- 
cially  in  a  country  of  small  cmnmercial  capital, 
is  often  under  a  neoesnty  of  keeping  prices 
down,  in  order  to  more  expeditions  sale.  The 
maxim  that  the  consumer  is  the  p^er,  is  so 
much  ofteuer  true  than  the  reverse  of  the  prop- 
osition, that  it  is  far  more  equitable  that  the 
dotiea  on  imports  should  go  into  a  common 
stock,  than  that  they  should  redound  to  the 
exclusive  benefit  of  the  importing  States.  But 
ia  it  not  so  generally  true,  as  to  render  it  equita- 
ble that  these  duties  should  form  the  only  na- 
tional fund  t  When  they  are  paid  by  the  mer- 
chant, they  operate  as  an  additional  tax  m>on 
the  im|>orting  States^  whose  citizens  pay  tavii 
proportion  of  them  m  th<^  eharaoters  m  con- 
sumers.  In  this  view,  they  are  prodni^ve  of 
inequality  among  the  States ;  which  inequality 
would  be  increased  with  the  increased  extent 
of  the  duties.  The  oonflnement  of  the  national 
revenues  to  this  species  of  imposts  would  be 
attended  with  inequality  from  a  difierent  cause, 
between  the  mannfacturing  and  non-manu&o- 
turing  States.  The  States  which  can  go  £sr- 
thest  towards  the  supply  of  their  own  wants,  by 
their  own  manufactures,  will  not,  according  to 
their  numbers  or  wealth,  consume  so  great  a 
proportion  of  impOTted  articles  as  those  States 
which  are  not  in  the  same  favorable  ritnation; 
they  ooald  not,  therefbre,  in  ibis  mode  alone, 
contribute  to  the  pnbUo  treasoiy  in  a  ratio  to 
their  abilities. 

Sir,  I  believe  we  have  the  power  (rfproteoti(m, 
and  I  agree  as  to  the  enedieoi^,  at  least  so  ftr 
as  can  be  confined  withm  the  hmits  of  a  reve- 
nue standard. 

The  first  great  interest  which  I  shall  notice. 
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nniring  pnrteotioD,  ia  iron.  Thit  I  jdooe  on 
Mtlug  different  from  other  masafaotareB. 
It  Is  tha  first  neeessarj  of  ctTUiied  life,  "  and 
eontribotes  most  to  the  wealth,  the  comfort, 
and  tlw  improrement  of  aocletj."  It  is  essen- 
tial to  the  independence  and  defence  of  a  nation. 
It  is  a  great  national  object,  in  which  we  are 
all  interested.  I  have  no  practical  experience 
as  to  Uie  making  of  iron ;  bat  from  the  best  in- 
formation I  can  obtain,  I  believe  the  protection 
proposed  bj  this  bill  will  be  sufficient,  and  in  a 
short  time  it  maj  be  rednced,  if  not  dispensed 
with  entirely.  Onr  beds  of  ore  and  banks  of 
coal  are  inexhaustible.  A  coking  conmanj  is 
formed  in  this  oonntry,  and  when  the  ^)plica- 
tion  of  stone  coal  is  perfectly  understood,  we 
can  make  iron  as  cheap  here  as  In  any  part  of 
the  world. 

In  England,  in  consequence  of  the  encroach- 
ments on  the  forest  in  we  year  1788,  the  quan- 
tity of  iron  made  out  of  charcoal  had  dwindled 
down  to  thirteen  thousand  tons  per  annam. 
At  that  time  coke  was  introduced  into  the  blast 
fnmaces,  and  in  less  than  eight  years  it  increased 
more  than  tenfold;  and,  at  this  time,  they 
make  annually  to  the  amount  of  eight  hundred 
thousand  tons,  being  more  than  all  the  world 
besides.  The  honorable  gentleman  from  Con- 
necticut, my  colleague  on  the  Committee  of 
"Ways  and  Means,  (Mr.  Ihokrsoll,)  if  I  under- 
atood  him  correctly,  aeemed  to  insinuate  that 
my  course,  in  relanon  to  this  bill,  was  influ- 
enced by  ttie  fkTor  shown  to  Pennsylvania  on 
iron.  Fennaylvanla  asks  but  equal  Justice ;  she 
daima  no  favor  nor  preference  over  her  sister 
States.  My  colleague  (Mr,  CsAwroBD)  thinks 
iron  ia  not  suffioieatly  protected,  and  can  see 
no  reason  when  we  took  the  act  of  1816,  and  its 
supplements  of  1818,  as  the  basis  of  oar  bill, 
that  we  did  not  put  rolled  iron  at  thirty  dollars 
as  it  stood  under  the  act  of  1816.  I  say  in  re^ly, 
that  I  believe  twenty-four  dollars  a  sufficient 
protection  for  rolled  iron,  and  is  one  step  to- 
wards justice;  the  difference  between  ham- 
mered and  rolled  inm  appeared  unwarrant- 
able ;  and  even  the  justioe  of  the  discrimina- 
tion may  be  doubted,  if  the  expediency  Aould 
not,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  letter : 

[Here  Mr.  O.  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Htratford 
Canning,  Minister  of  Great  Brit^  to  Mr. 
Adams,  Secretary  of  State,  dated  Washington, 
November  28,  1812.] 

But  I  shall  proceed  to  notice  the  testimony 
taken  before  uie  Committee  on  Manufactures, 
in  1828.  The  following  question  was  proposed 
to  several  witnessets  to  wit:  If  wool  be  the 
same  price  here  as  in  England,  can  the  Amer- 
ican manufacturer  make  Uie  &brio  as  cheap  as 
it  is  made  in  England  ? 

[ICr.  CHlmora  hm  qnoted  the  written  <q^0Ds 
of  Sfteen  American  mann0wtaren  sostididDg  his 

riews.] 

Sir,  I  have  no  doubt  conuderable  embarraaa- 
iMut  win  be  the  oonsBfaeiioe  of  a  jednctioii  of 


tb»  duties:  it  ia  always  the  oaae;  but  this  is 
unavoidable,  tho  national  debt  being  paid  off; 
the  people  will  not  submit  to  taxation  or  high 
duties^  and  suffer  money  to  accumulate  in  ue 
treasDry.  Bringing  the  protection  to  the  rev- 
enue standard  will  give  stability  and  uniformity 
to  the  system,  and  less  protection  will  be  re- 
quired than  where  the  system  is  shifting  and 
changing.  But  it  is  wprebended  that  the  pro- 
posed reduction  would  induce  foreign  manufac- 
turers to  glut  the  market  at  a  present  loss,  witii 
the  hope  of  a  future  g«n,  by  breaking  down 
our  establisbmenta.  This  I  consider  without 
foundation,  in  consequence  of  the  diflBcnlty  in 
dividing  the  loss  among  themselves. 

The  met  ia,  all  tiie  great  brandies  ot  mano- 
liiotures  are  already  overdone.  England  alone 
could  supply  the  world.  The  labor-saving  ma- 
chinery used  there  is  equal  to  the  labor  of  two 
hundred  millions  of  people.  The  labor-saving 
machinery  used  here  ia  perhaps  equal  to  the 
labor  of  fonr  times  onr  present  population.  It 
is  evideut,  then,  that  the  production  may  easily 
exceed  the  consumption,  because  population 
cannot  keep  pace.  But  I  shall  not  enlarge,  not 
detiUn  the  committee  longer. 


WKomsDAT,  January  16. 
South  Carolina — 2fuU^fieation — Seemion. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  communicating  the  nulli- 
fying ordinance  of  the  South  Carolina  conven- 
tion, and  other  papers  relating  thereto,  together 
with  the  President's  own  views,  as  to  what 
was  proper  to  be  done  in  the  existing  posture 
of  tbe  XJvioa  in  reteenoe  to  that  State. 

Mr.  WiLDi  a^d  it  was  obvioua  that  the  mea- 
aage  Jnst  read  was  universally  felt  to  be  (tf  tiie 
moat  solemn  importance.  This  might  be  sem 
in  the  anxious  oountenances  which  surrounded 
htm.  We  had  arrived  at  a  solemn  oriria — a 
crisis  of  the  most  extraordinary  character.  It 
had,  for  the  first  time  nnee  the  Institution  of 
the  Qovernmeut,  been  announced  to  Gongresa 
by  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  United  States 
that  one  of  the  States  of  the  Union  had  denied 
the  power  of  our  laws.  If  we  persevere  in  en- 
forcing these  laws,  she  diums  the  right  of  with- 
drawing from  the  Union.  This  right  she  has 
announced  that  she  will  exercise,  and  will  ro- 
lieve  her  oitiaens  from  the  operation  of  the  lawa 
of  the  United  States,  peaceably  if  she  may,  and 
with  Tiolenoe  if  that  ahould  beocune  necenaiy. 
Thia  waa  not  the  ordinary  ease  oi  enforcing 
the  execution  of  the  laws  upon  private  ludivid- 
oals. 

The  Sfukkb  said,  if  the  gentieman  pn^Kwod 
to  make  any  motion,  he  would  be  pleased  to 
sulmtit  hia  proposition  in  writing. 

Mr.  Wild!  sud  his  proposition  was,  that  the 
measage  and  the  aooompanying  documents  be 
printed ;  and  ttiat  the  ftirther  consideration  of 
tlie  antjject  be  postponed  until  to-morrow,  in 
ocdar  tut  gentlemen  rai^tf  after  dnenfleotion 
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upon  this  momentons  topio^  come  to  its  ommd- 
eraUoD  with  calmer  ISaeliiiga. 

Motion  to  postpone  wu  n^tived. 

Hr.  Aecher  moved  to  refer  the  messa^  and 
doenmenta  to  the  Oommittee  on  the  Judiciary. 
The  object  of  the  message  was  to  brisg  to  the 
attention  of  Congress  the  necessity  for  certain 
laws.  If  Congress  concurred  in  the  views  stated, 
he  would  pnt  it  to  the  Hoase  whether  the  Jn- 
dictarj  Oommittee  was  not  the  most  proper  to 
examine  and  report  npon  the  sabJecL  He  had 
Iwen  atupriaed  at  the  proportion  to  reftr  tiie 
measage  to  the  Oommittee  <tf  the  Whole  on  tiie 
■tate  of  the  Union.  Was  that  committee  com- 
petent to  digest  and  prepare  the  necessary 
measnres  7  By  sach  a  reference  every  object  of 
reference  wonld  be  prostrated.  The  sabiect 
would  Iw  turned  loose  npon  the  wide  field  of 
debate  only  for  the  purpose  of  creating  excite- 
ment All  that  was  suggested  in  the  messnge 
as  necessary,  was  certain  additions  and  amend- 
ments  to  the  revenue  laws.  For  the  purpose 
of  reporting  these  additions  and  amendments, 
the  Judiciary  Committee  was  the  must  proper. 
It  was  not,  perhaps,  very  important  whether 
the  reference  was  to  a  standing  or  select  com- 
mittee. Either  woald  flilly  and  spee^lj  ac- 
complish the  otjeot  desired.  Bnt  he  hoped  the 
reference  wotdd  not  be  made  to  liie  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  unless 
eenUemen  desired  to  go  into  a  protra^ed  de- 
bate without  practical  result, 

fir,  Ibwht  said,  the  standing  committees  were 
selected  in  reference  to  the  duties  ttiej  were 
ordinarily  called  on  to  perform.  He  would  ask 
if  this  was  an  ordinary  subject  t  It  was  one  of 
the  very  highest  magnitude,  and  should  be  sent 
to  a  committee  rused  with  express  reference 
to  it,  instead  of  being  sent  to  one  of  the  standing 
eomnitteea.  He  should  therefore  vote  againrt 
its  reference  to  the  Judiciary  Oommitttee. 

Mr.  Cahbrklbito  begged  gentlemen  to  reflect 
{hat  if  the  musage  was  sent  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  proba- 
bly three  weeks  would  be  spent  in  debate  upon 
it.  All  that  was  desired,  was  that  a  committee 
should  report  the  necessary  amendments  to  the 
present  laws  relative  to  the  collection  of  the 
revenue.  The  whole  subject  was  of  a  judicial 
nature.  One  great  object  was  to  obviate  the 
replevin  law  of  South  Carolina  and  provide  for 
enforcing  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  In  his 
opinion  no  course  was  so  proper  to  effect  this 
object,  as  the  proposed  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Jndioiary. 

The  reference  was  then  made  to  the  Judiciary 
Oommittee  by  a  large  majority  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Olat  moved  the  message  and  doonments 
be  printed,  which  waa  adopted,  and  twenty-five 
thousand  additional  oopies  were  ordered. 


Thobwat,  January  17. 
TarifBUl. 
Ur.  MoEknitait,  of  Femi^lvania  siud :  Sir, 
tiw  proteetiTe  p(di(7  haa  been  reoognized  aa  the 


CH.  or  B. 

true  policy  of  the  country  ever  nnoe  the  founda- 
tion of  the  Government,  Almost  the  first  act 
of  Congress,  which  was  passed  after  ^e  adop- 
tion of  the  constitution,  was  entitled,  in  part, 
*'  An  act  for  the  protection  and  encouragement 
of  raaniifaotures." 

The  essential  importance  of  this  policy  to  the 
wealth  and  independence  of  the  nation  early 
attracted  the  attention  of  the  father  of  his  coun- 
try, who  was  always  alive  to  every  thing  which 
was  calcnlated  to  promote  its  best  interests: 
and  who,  in  his  Execntive  messuea,  pressed 
npon  Congress  the  promotion  ana  encourage- 
ment of  it,  with  all  tne  solicltnde  he  fUt  for  uie 
Aitnre  glory  and  prosperity  of  that  country. 
In  this  his  efforts  have  been  seconded  by  all 
the  distinguished  men  who  have  since  filled  the 
Executive  chair  down  to  the  present  period ; 
each  and  all  of  whom  have  in  some  form  or 
other,  advocated  and  maintained,  encouraged 
and  enforced  it,  as  the  only  true  policy. 

Eight  years  of  actual  experiment  satisfied  the 
people,  and  their  representatives,  that  the  pro- 
tection afforded  our  manufacturers  by  the  law 
of  1616,  was  insufficient  to  enable  them  success- 
fully to  compete  with  foreign  capital  and  skilli 
and  with  the  panper  labor  of  Europe,  and  de- 
tennined  them  to  carry  out  the  principle  of  that 
law,  by  giving  to  the  labor  and  enterprise  of 
our  citizens,  efficiency,  ample  encouragement, 
and  protection.  This  determination  produced 
the  enactment  of  the  laws  of  1824  and  1828, 
which  did  afford  to  our  farmers,  mechanics, 
and  manufacturers  all  necessary  protection  and 
encouragement.  Believing,  then,  the  policy  of 
the  Government  to  be  settled,  fixed,  and  per- 
manent, as  evidenced  by  these  various  acts  of 
I^slation,  hundreds,  yes,  thousimds  of  millions 
of  dollars  have  been  vested  by  the  people  in 
the  establishment  of  manufactories,  and  m  the 
growth  and  culture  ot  the  raw  material  con- 
sumed in  th«u  thronghont  the  country — the 
whole  of  whk^  there  is  too  mnoh  reason  to 
fear,  will  be  sacrificed,  If  the  hill  reported  by 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  now  under 
discussion,  shall  be  adopted  by  Congress, 

And  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  permit  me  briefly 
to  inquire  what  have  Iwen  the  practical  opera- 
tion  and  effect  of  this  system  upon  the  interests 
and  npon  the  prosperity  of  the  country !  Cdln- 
merce,  contruy  to  the  anticipations  of  its  ene- 
mies, has  flourished — the  mechanic  arts  have 
been  encouraged — the  laborer  has  experienced 
a  greater  demand  and  higher  wages  for  his  Ifr- 
bor — the  fiarmer  has  been  aeonred  a  steadier 
and  a  better  market  fbr  his  prodaee— the  planttf 
of  the  Southern  States  has  prospered — ^the  man- 
ufacturer haa  prospered — the  whole  conntrj, 
and  all  its  parts  have  prospered,  not  excepting 
the  very  State  which  is  now  so  loudly  and  so 
boldly  presenting  its  complaints ;  whose  flour- 
ishing condition  is  exhibited  in  the  most  glow- 
ing colors  in  the  last  annual  message  of  her 
Executive ;  and  heudes  all  this,  sir,  under  the 
operation  of  this  very  system,  will  shortly  be 
exhlUted  to  the  wond  the  otraordinary  and 
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astoniBhing  spectacle  of  a  nation  of  better  than 
twelve  millions  of  people,  free  of  debt. 

Sir,  a  system  which  has  beea  fraught  with 
BO  many  benefits  and  hlessiogs  to  the  nation, 
onKht  to  be  touched  with  care,  with  delicacy, 
and  with  caution  I  Whilst  the  extingnishraent 
of  the  public  debt  will  be  hailed  by  our  citizens 
as  an  era  of  exultation  and  of  mutual  ooDgrato- 
laHon,  it  is  apparent  that  its  approach  will  BOt 
be  nn^tendw  with  its  diflBoolties,  embarrass- 
ments, and  dangers.  It  is  coDoeded,  that  when 
ttiat  era  does  arrive,  there  most  be  aome  mod- 
ification or  alteration  and  redaction  of  tiie  du- 
ties heretofore  imposed  npon  imports,  in  wder 
to  prevent  the  accamnlauon  of  a  sarploa  rev- 
enue in  the  treasury,  above  the  amount  neces- 
sary to  discharge  all  the  expenditures  of  the 
Government ;  and  how  this  is  to  be  done,  with- 
out endangering  great  and  important  interests, 
is  a  question  of  no  ordinary  aifflcolty.  In  an- 
tidpation  of  this  event,  a  bill  for  the  reduction 
of  the  duties  was  passed  at  the  last  session  of 
this  Congress.  At  least  fonr  months  were  oc- 
cupied in  preparing,  matnriog,  and  disoaadng 
the  merits  and  the  provisions  of  that  bill.  In 
it  great  and  importaat  concesnons  were  made 
to  our  Ijrethren  of  the  South.  The  minimum 
system  which  has  latterly  become  so  obnoxious 
to  tiiem,  was  abolished.  *'  Those  articles,  prin- 
cipally necessary  for  the  maiotenaiice  and  doth- 
iog  of  the  laborers  of  the  South  and  South-west, 
were,  to  a  certmn  degree,  relieved ;  and,  both 
by  its  direct  enactments,  and  as  incident  to  its 
main  scope,  it  encouraged  and  increased  con- 
sumption of  such  articles  as  depended  for  their 
fabrication  upon  the  raw  materials  and  produc- 
tions of  the  South."  It  is  now  before  the  people 
as  a  matter,  of  experiment.  The  time  proposed 
for  its  going  into  operation  has  not  yet  oirived. 
What  will  be  its  eifect  upon  the  revenue,  and 
(what  I  consider  of  greater  importance)  what 
will  be  its  operation  upon  the  mdustry  of  the 
oountry,  cannot  bo  known  or  ascertained.  No 
en)6rieDce  of  the  post  can  enable  us  to  deter- 
mine, and  DO  man,  onless  he  possesses  the  spirit 
of  prophecy,  can  tetl. 

With  this  law,  then,  on  our  statute  book,  as 
yet  inoperative,  why  are  we  now  driven  with 
an  urgency  which  will  not  admit  of  a  month's, 
a  week's,  an  hour's  delay,  into  the  passage  of 
another  bill  of  redootion,  whioh,  with  aU  due 
deference  to  the  committee  who  reported  it, 
may,  in  my  view,  be  better  denominated  a  bill 
for  the  pn^ration  of  domostio  industry.  Whore 
is  the  unperious  demand  for  this  precipitauoj 
in  the  pasa^e  of  a  bill,  which  involves  in  it 
tiie  most  vitally  important  interests  of  tlie 
country?  Have  we  heard  a  voice,  sir,  from 
home — from  our  constituents — thundering  in 
our  ears,  and  demandii^  the  immediate  reversal 
of  the  act  which  we  did,  with  so  much  deliber- 
ation, not  six  months  ago.  Where  is  it  ?  Has 
any  one  heard  it  ? 

What  then,  is  the  state  of  the  facts  which 
have  probiibb^  dictated  this  movement  t  They 
have  been  o^aUy  aonoonced  to  us  in  the  mes- 


[Jahcakt,  1888. 

sago  of  the  President,  and  are  spread  before  the 
people ;  we  cannot  close  our  eyes  upon  them. 
A  single  State  of  this  Union  has  rmsed  her 

Funy  arm  against  the  power  of  the  Government, 
use  this  term,  sir,  not  with  any  view  of  dis- 
paragement or  insult  to  the  State  which  has 
thought  proper  to  place  herself  in  tiiis  attitude. 
But  uie  arm  of  any  siagle  State,  of  any  six  tin- 
gle States,  is  puny  and  powerless  when  raised 
twunst  a  Government  founded  npon  the  offec- 
wm  of  the  people,  and  which  has  strength 
enough  to  crash  into  nothingness  any  forciblQ 
oppotition  to  the  enforcement  of  its  laws,  from 
whatever  quarter,  or  firom  wtiotover  persons, 
it  may  proceed. 

South  Carolina  has  placed  herself  in  an  atti- 
tude of  hostility  against  the  Government.  She 
has  pronounced  your  laws  unconstitutional, 
void,  no  law,  and  has  declared  tliat  they  shall 
not  be  enforced  within  her  limits.  Is  this  the 
time,  then,  sir,  for  deliberation,  for  cool,  delib- 
erate, dispassionate  discussion  of  a  subject  in- 
Tolving  the  permanent  change  of  a  system 
which liaB  ra^^  the  country  to  a  point  ^  un- 
exampled prosperity,  and  which,  in  its  over- 
throw, may  involve  millions  in  min  and  wretch- 
edness f  Can  it  be  expected  that  we  will  he 
driven  by  the  menaces  of  So'uth  Carolina,  to 
recede  from  the  ground  we  have  taken,  to 
abandon  the  policy,  and  the  very  principle  of 
protection  to  American  enterprise  and  Amer- 
ican labor}  For  she  has  proclaimed  to  the 
world  that  she  will  be  sat^ed  with  nothing 
less  than  a  total,  absolute,  unqualified  adandon- 
ment  of  the  principle.  Sir,  she  asks  too  mnch, 
and  I,  for  one,  am  prepared  to  say  that  I  can- 
not, will  not,  grant  it.  The  biU  upon  your 
tatuei  tir,  destructive  as  I  consider  it  to  be  to 
the  interests  of  the  Kortiiem,  liiddle,  and 
Western  States,  would  not  satisQr  her,  tar  it 
asserts,  in  form,  at  least,  the  principle  of  pro- 
tection. 

I  hope  with  all  my  heart,  sir,  although  I  con- 
fess, from  present  indications,  it  seems  to  be 
hoping  against  hope,  that  she  may  recede  from 
the  fatal  ground  she  lias  assumed.  The  uni- 
versal voice  of  condemnation  which  has  been 
beard  from  one  extreme  of  the  Union  to  the 
other,  from  each  and  all  of  her  sister  States, 
ought  to  satisfy  her  that  she  has  gone  too  far. 
But,  sir,  if  she  refuses  this  advice,  and  will  per- 
tist  in  her  career  of  madness,  we  must  meet  tbe 
crisis,  and  meet  it  like  men,  with  forbearance, 
but  with  firmness.  la  the  humble  part  which 
I  have  to  act,  I  shall  endeavor,  feonestiy  and 
firmly,  to  diB(uiarge  my  du^  to  my  oonsoienoe, 
my  constituents,  and  my  oountry,  and  leave 
the  consequences  to  that  BuperioteDding  Provi- 
dence, who,  I  hope  and  trust,  will  duiver  us 
in  this  time  of  mfficnlty,  of  distress,  and  of 
danger. 

Ur.  Boot,  of  New  York  said:  He  did  not 
suppose  that  the  bill  now  submitted  to  their 
consideration  was  originated  with  any  view  of 
altering  tiie  system  of  protective  policy,  whidi, 
it  seemed,  was  establianed  in  this  country ;  ita 
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origination  in  the  present  session  was,  unqaes- 
tioaablj,  owing  to  the  organized,  and,  if  thejr 
pleasedL  l^al  opposition  offered  bj  one  por- 
tion of  the  country,  gainst  the  colleotion  of 
revenue  under  the  tariff  laws  of  1828  and  1882. 
Unqneationabl;'  the  bill  before  the  Honse  was 
introdaced  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  par- 
poses  recommended  by  the  President  at  the 
opening  of  the  session,  and  witli  a  view  to  con- 
ciliate, if  possible,  their  Southern  brethren,  and 
to  induce  them  to  stay  their  hand  in  opposing 
the  laws.  This  bill,  then,  whether  regarded  as 
an  act  of  Jostice,  or  as  a  sacrifice  offered  np  on 
the  altar  of  th^  oonntry,  was  oerti^nly  a  land- 
able  measure.  As  aa  act  of  Justice,  he  was 
wiDing  to  support  it.  He  had  ever  beliered, 
■od  he  still  Deliered,  that  the  impontion  of 
taxea,  way  of  daties  on  imports,  lurther  than 
ms  necessary  to  meet  the  jast  demands  of  the 
GoTemment,  was  both  oppressive  and  unjust ; 
and  that  to  lay  such  duties,  was  to  take  from 
one  citizen  for  the  purpose  of  giving  to  another. 
If  the  duty  were  laid  merely  by  way  of  protec- 
tion, somebody  most  be  the  loser,  and  it  must 
be  done  for  the  benefit  of  somebody  who  was 
to  be  tiie  guner  by  it ;  l)ecause,  the  world  was 
made  no  richer  by  the  imposition  of  these  du- 
ties ;  they  accumulated  no  additional  wealth  in 
the  world ;  they  bronsht  no  additional  u*ea»- 
nres  into  tiie  nation ;  tbey  could  not  do  so,  be- 
canse  they  were  not  creative  in  their  effects, 
Tbey  had  this  efibot,  Mid  they  coold  have  no 
other ;  tiiey  made  the  price  for  a  given  article, 
porch ased  from  the  American  manufacturer, 
higher  than  it  would  be  if  no  such  duties  ex- 
isted. It  was  evident,  then,  that  the  manufac- 
torer  was  benefited  by  them ;  he  was  the  gainer, 
and  the  consumer  must  be  the  loser.  He  had 
aaid  that  those  daties  gave  no  additionid  treas- 
ure to  tJie  nation ;  perhaps  it  would  be  argued 
that  they  acted  as  an  incentive  to  a  greater 
degree  of  industry,  imd  that,  therefore,  they 
did  enrich  the  nation.  Why,  sir,  s^d  Kr.  B., 
if  this  be  your  only  oljeot,  yon  might  as  well 
tax  the  people  in  some  other  way.  to  pay  the 
UborerioruoiDgthatwhichwould  beof  no  use 
when  done ;  bnt  I  imagine,  sir,  the  people  will 
hardly  feel  it  Jnst  that  they  should  be  ground 
down  by  taxes,  merely,  forsooth,  for  the  par- 
poae  of  making  them  more  industrious  in  the 
performance  of  useless  drudgeries  imposed  on 
them  by  their  masters.  At  the  opening  of  the 
session,  I  was  rtyoiced  exceedingly  to  find  a  fea- 
ture in  the  message  of  the  Executive,  which  so 
emnpletely  conformed  to  my  own  views  on  tax- 
ation. I  did  hope  that  those  views  would  be 
carried  throngb,  and  sustained  by  Congress.  I 
atiU  hope  they  wHL  uid  with  this  modification, 
tiiat  the  duties  shul  be  laid  in  rach  a  manner 
u  to  raise  a  moderate  revenue,  sufficient  for 
the  expenses  and  exigencies  of  the  Government, 
and  no  more ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  incident- 
ally protect  American  industry.  Ur.  R.  sud 
that  a  bill,  modified  in  tiiis  shape,  would  have 
hia  most  cordial  support  There  was  one  modi- 
fication which  he  mart  ttpuasUj  require  at  the 
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hands  of  the  committee;  it  was.  that  the  agri- 
cultural produce,  which  was  the  great  staple 
of  the  county  in  which  he  resided,  should  not 
be  left  entirely  destitnte  of  protection ;  but 
thatj  on  the  contrary,  the  raw  material  should 
receive  the  same  protection,  whatever  it  might 
be,  which  was  ^ven  to  the  mannfiaoturer  for 
goods  manufactured  from  it:  tiie  article  to 
which  he  alluded  was  wool. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  might 
suppose  that  the  spot  where  he  resided  was 
more  highly  favored  of  heaven,  and  that,  there- 
fore, it  was  of  most  consequence  to  the  nation. 
Be  it  so.  But  the  county  in  which  I  reside, 
sud  Hr.  R.,  situated  on  yonder  liilla,  contuns 
a  larger  quantity  of  sheep,  in  pn^xnlion  to  its 
popuXatioD,  as  computra  at  its  last  census, 
and  likewise  in  proportion  to  the  number  m 
cultivated  acres,  than  any  other  county  in 
the  Union.  And  he  would  tell  gentlemen  that 
the  tariff  of  1828,  he  might  say  the  tariff  of  1824, 
but  more  especially  that  of  1828,  bore  harder 
upon  the  people  of  that  county,  than  it  did  on 
any  other  country,  either  in  Carolina  or  in 
Georgia.  Tliey  had,  indeed,  the  solace,  that 
then  it  was  that  a  duty  was  imposed  on  wool ; 
wool  was  protected ;  and,  in  a  county,  where 
they  paid  annually  to  the  treasnry  duties  to 
the  amount  of  sixty  or  seventy  thonsand 
dollars.  This  was  the  only  thioff  which 
sweetened  tiie  bitter  draught ;  for  he  could 
assure  the  House  the  duties  on  sugar  was  no 
sweetener ;  their  only  solace  was  the  dnty  on 
wool,  and  the  consequent  high  price  of  the 
fieece.  The  bill  before  the  House  proposed  to 
take  that  protection  away ;  but  if  from  wool, 
let  them  take  it  from  woollens  also,  and  not 
hire  Europeans  to  cross  the  Atiantic  to  work 
up  the  raw  material  here.  Let  them  work  up 
their  own,  or  let  the  raw  material  be  shipped 
from  this  country  to  work  up  there,  rather  Uian 
give  a  bounty  to  workmen  to  cross  the  Atian- 
tic. 

But  gentlemen  appeared  to  feel  some  alarm 
about  passing  such  a  bill  just  now.  He  had 
heard  it  said,  to  he  sure,  it  was  in  a  confabn- 
latory  manner ;  but  he  had  heard  it  said  that  it 
would  not  do  to  pass  n  bill  reducing  the  duties 
at  the  present  session,  Why  not?  Because^ 
forsooth,  it  would  be  regarded  as  an  evidence 
of  fear,  or  as  an  abject  submission,  under  the 
threats  of  one  State  of  the  Union,  which,  it 
seemed,  had  put  itself  in  hostile  array  against 
the  present  tariff  laws.  What  I  said  Hr.  R., 
because  that  State  has,  by  its  convention,  de- 
clared its  grievances,  and  has  further  declared 
that,  inasmuch  as  it  considers  those  laws  unjust 
and  nncon^tntional,  it  also  considers  them 
null  and  void ;  because  of  this,  is  nothing  left 
us  but  to  bear  the  strong  arm  of  power  I  Will 
it  be  an  exhibition  of  cowardice,  an  evidence 
of  fear?  Will  it  show  submission  to  South 
Carolina,  to  do  that  which  is  right  and  just  t 
For  my  own  part,  sir,  I  shall  not  feel  my  own 
individual  honor  wounded  if  this  ofiTering  be 
made,  whether  it  be  on  the  altar  of  justice^  or 
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on  that  of  oonoord.  Be  jnrt  and  fear  not  la 
tt  an  act  Jnatioet  Do  it,  then.  Is  it  an  aet 
of  Gon(»liatioii,  a  sacrifice,  if  yoa  will,  on  the 
idtsr  of  oonoord  ?  If  it  is  tha^  uid  that  alone, 
willingljr,  air,  will  I,  for  one,  make  it 


FmnY,  Jannary  18. 

Shriff  BUl—Seduetim—Mr.  YerplanckU  Bill. 

Kr.  Vkkplanok  rose.  Be  began  hy  regretting 
the  oonrse  which  the  discasBion  had  taken ;  ana 
that  the  oppoaenta  of  the  bill  had  not  complied 
with  the  invitation  he  had  given,  at  an  early 
period,  ia  bdialf  of  the  omnmittee  which  had 
r^orted  it  It  waa  their  widi  to  have  taken 
up  the  bill,  section  by  aeotioo,  and  item  by 
Item,  BO  that,  upon  any  motion  to  amend,  or 
any  oUection  firom  any  quarter,  sach  defence 
or  explanation  as  the  occasion  might  call  for, 
oonld  t>e  offiored  by  the  committee,  and  for  this 
they  were  fully  prepared.  Unfortunately,  as 
Kr.  Y.  tbongtit,  for  a  fidr  oonaideration  of  this 
bill,  a  long,  ardent,  and  desultory  debate  had 
be«i  excited,  by  those  who  were  adverse  to  ite 
whole  policy.  In  the  disousaion.  upon  a  motion 
to  strike  out  the  duty  on  teas,  tbe  great  princi- 
ples which  been  so  often  agitated  in  the  present, 
aa  well  as  in  many  a  fivmer  Congress,  were 
anUn  drawn  into  debate  In  addition  to  thisi 
almoat  every  item  of  the  1^11  had  been  toitohed 
vpoa  In  Bome  way  or  other,  and-  tranrieotly 
attacked ;  woollens,  and  iron,  and  cottonSj  and 
tobacco,  had  their  tarn ;  and  my  distinguished 
colleague  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Root,)  whom 
I  have  known  for  years  as  the  champion  of 
wool,  had  just  driven  his  fiock  of  sheep  down 
from  his  Delaware  monntidns  into  the  throng 
of  the  debate. 

It  is  difficult  now  to  reply  to  all  these  ob- 
jections in  a  manner  to  be  of  any  practicable  use 
In  deciding  these  several  points.  They  must 
if  we  proceed  in  the  bill,  come  up  in  detail,  ana 
the  committee,  if  oalled  upon,  will  then  endeav- 
or to  ahow  the  gronnda  apon  which  the  several 
rates  in  it  have  been  fixed.  How  It  was,  for 
instance,  that  woollens,  which  it  was  sidd  had 
been  unreasonably  reduced,  in  comparison  with 
oUier  articles,  had,  in  fact,  no  small  compensa- 
tion for  that  difference,  by  a  reduction  of  the 
duties  on  tbe  raw  material,  oil,  and  dye  stuSk. 
How  it  was,  to  take  another  instance,  that  the 
duty  on  tobacco,  which  bad  been  complained 
of  as  an  exc^ive  protection  of  Southern  in- 
terests, waa,  in  fact,  bo  purely  nominal  apon 
an  article  of  which  we  exported  five  millions 
of  dollars^  worth  a  year  to  foreign  marketa,  that 
the  committee  bad  not  thought  it  worth  whde 
to  leapslate  speoially  aboat  it,  and  had,  there- 
fore, left  it  snt^ect  to  the  operation  of  fioiner 
lawa.  If  any  gentleman  wished  to  introduoe 
an  amendment  on  this  specific  point,  it  would 
probably  meet  with  but  little  opposition,  Mid 
should  it  become  part  of  a  law,  it  would  probo- 
blyprodoce  just  as  little  effect. 

Waiving  all  these  details,  as  well  as  the  dis- 


[ JURABT,  1888. 

eaa^n  of  those  general  principles  of  ooiwtitn- 
tional  law  and  pubUo  policy,  which  would  find 
a  more  appropriate  place  when  the  bill  waa 
reported  to  be  finally  acted  upon  in  the  Hoa8& 
if  It  should  have  tiiat  good  fOTtune,  Mr.  V.  s^d 
it  was  hia  Intention  to  endeavor  to  come  haek 
to  the  question  more  immediately  before  us. 
He  would,  therefore,  endeavor  to  reply  to  some 
of  the  objections  which  had  the  most  direct 
and  practical  bearing  upon  the  details  of  the 
bill.  Among  the  most  formidable  of  these, 
were  tbe  financial  difficulties  which  had  been 
so  ingeniously  raised  by  his  able  oolleagae  on  the 
commitee  of  "Ways  and  Means,  (Mr.  brBKBSOLL.) 
who  had  alone  dissented  fivm  the  reportandbill 
presented  by  the  rest  of  the  committee. 

The  ground  of  the  argument  was  this,  that 
whether  the  plan  of  finance  now  proposed  was 
good  or  bad,  the  present  was  not  the  time  for 
financial  reduction :  that  the  treasury  still  re* 
auired,  for  some  years,  the  aid  of  the  higher 
anties  and  large  income  provided  for  by  the 
existing  laws  :  that,  in  fact,  at  tbe  expiration  of 
the  last  year,  tbe  treasury  was  left  not  only 
empty,  but  subject  to  a  heavy  charge  of  deb^ 
without  the  means  to  meet  it. 

It  had  been  said,  that,  on  the  let  Janoary, 
1838,  the  only  remuning  funds  in  the  treasury 
were  the  million  and  a  half  which  had,  year 
after  year,  ^red  in  the  reports  of  the  Seiore- 
tary  of  the  Treasury  as  unavailable  ftanda,  con- 
sisting of  the  paper  of  broken  State  bankB^  whilst 
the  treasury  was  still  subject  to  various  heavy 
demands.  These  were,  first,  seven  millions  of 
funded  debt ;  next,  aurat  five  millions  and  a 
half  of  nnaatisfied  aj^ropriations,  for  various 
purposes,  made  dunng  Uie  last  year;  and, 
thinlly,  about  seven  hnndred  thousand  dollars; 
paid  by  the  Government  of  Denmark  as  a 
compensation  for  spoliations  on  our  commerce, 
which  was  merely  a  temporary  deposit  in  oar 
treasury,  to  be  paid  over  to  tlie  merchants 
when  their  claims  were  adjusted. 

Let  us  see,  said  Mr.  v.,  how  thia  matter 
stands.  And,  first,  as  to  the  ftanded  debt 
Thia  the  Conunittee  of  Vey*  and  Means  had 
oonaidered,  as  they  stated  hi  tiieir  rep<Ht,  to 
be  fairly  liquidated,  by  setting  off  the  stock 
owned  by  the  Government  in  the  Bank  of  the 
nnited  States.  This  stock,  at  tbe  market  price, 
somewhat  exceeded  the  present  amount  of  the 
debt  doe  by  the  nation.  It  also  produced  an 
interest,  and  was  likely  to  do  bo,  daring  the 
continuance  of  the  Bank  charter,  of  about  one 
hnndred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars  annually, 
above  the  interest  payable  on  tbe  national  debt 

It  had  been  sud  that  the  bank  stock  could 
not  be  sold  without  glutting  the  market ;  thoa 
depreciating  its  valne  to  the  Oovernraent  and 
ruiDing  individual  Btockholders.  Oertainly  tlds 
might  oe  done,  if  all  branches  of  the  Oovem- 
ment  were  so  disposed;  bat  it  was  eqnaliy 
oertain  that  it  would  not  be  done.  It  would 
be  very  easy  to  empower  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  dispose  of  this  stock  at  a  price 
not  less  than  its  true  value,  and  under  luoh  z»> 
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Btricttotu  as  would  prevent  auy  flnctoatlons  Id 
the  stock  market,  i^riona  to  eithw  public  or 
pirate  interata.  llie  Bank  itself  mij^ht  be 
anthoiiced  to  pnrohase  tbe  stock,  and  it  might  be 
made  the  interest  of  that  institoticHi  to  do  bo. 
as  enabling  it  to  operate,  for  tbe  r^nundw  of 
its  charter,  npon  smdler  capital,  and,  eonae- 
qnently,  with  greater  profits.  What  restrio- 
tione  as  to  tbe  sale,  might  be  necessary,  would 
be  for  the  wisdom  of  Congress  to  determine 
hereafter.  Bat  if  from  any  canse  whatever,  no 
sQch  Bole  could  be  effected,  sUll  the  fanded  debt 
anpud  was  snbstantially  provided  for  by  tbe 
Bank  stock.  There  was  an  income  of  nearly 
600,000  dollars  a  year  daring  the  existence  of 
the  Bank  charter  to  meet  the  payment  of  the 
interest  on  the  debt  amoonting  to  less  than 
three  hnndred  and  flity  thoivand  dollars  a  year ; 
sod,  in  the  meanwhile,  mitU  the  prindpal  of 
the  Bank  stock  vas  rdhnded,  tbe  pigment  of 
the  debt  might  be  antidpated,  and  eztingtUahed, 
in  whole  or  in  part,  by  the  application  of  snoh 
balances  as  womd  remain  in  the  treasury  at  the 
end  of  each  year.  For  I  think  it  may  be  made 
to  ^>pear  that  in  all  haman  probability,  mider 
the  operation  of  this  bill,  shoold  it  become  a 
law,  there  will  be  snoh  baJances  remaining  nn- 
ezpended  in  tbe  treasary.  Here,  then,  there 
is  no  debt  nnprovided  for,  at  which  the  most 
timid  political  economist  need  be  alanued. 

Tlie  second  difficolty  raised  is  of  a  more 
plawible  character.  I  mean  that  founded  on 
the  nnsatistied  appropriations  for  former  years. 
Of  the  numeys  appropriated  during  1882,  for 
the  service  of  Uiat  year,  there  are  still  five  mil- 
Uoos  and  a  half  of  unsatisfied  wpnniriations. 
These  are  debte,  it  is  sud,  fpr  which  the  nadon 
is  liable ;  that  we  owe  the  mtmey ;  that  there 
ean  be  no  higher  clum  than  an  appropriation 
1^  Oongress ;  that  we  should  be  alwsys  ready 
to  meet  these  demands,  however  and  whenever 
they  come ;  and  that  the  treasai?  is  not  now 
in  a  state  to  do  so. 

Let  us  again  look  at  the  true  state  of  the  case. 
Thirty  years'  experience,  during  peace  and  war, 
has  shown  us  that  there  are,  of  necessity,  in 
•very  financial  year,  certain  portions  of  the 
appropriatioDs  which  will  not  only  not  be  paid 
during  that  year,  but^  in  facty  from  the  mode 
Of  expenditnrvcan  never  be  pia/able  until  late 
in  the  next.  Tlwse  are  of  variona  kiud^  and 
it  would  weary  the  patience  of  the  committee 
were  I  to  enumerate  them  all.  '  A  considerable 
proportion  of  them  are  in  the  naval  service.  A 
taige  amount  of  the  sum  appropriated  for  the 
gradual  increase  of  the  navy,  is  applied  to  con- 
tracts for  cannon,  copper,  and  other  materials, 
and  for  frames  for  frigates  and  seventy-fours. 
These  contracts,  of  course,  take  a  considerable 
time,  often  a  year  or  more,  for  their  comple- 
tion, and  the  payments  are  consequently  de- 
fured  nnUl  that  period.  So  in  the  large  annual 
nmropriations  for  j>aj  afloat  in  the  navy,  two- 
tb&da,  on  an  avnage,  <^  such  apprq>riaUon8, 
anpHoable  to  distant  squadrons,  is  never  paya- 
Ne  until  thdrntom  to  the  United  Butei.  8o 
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also  in  contracts  for  tbe  army,  for  cannon,  pro- 
visions, clothing,  dec.,  the  mraey  is  not  payable 
until  the  oontract  is  fulfilled,  and  a  large  propor- 
tion <tf  these  are  not  payable  until  a  year  after 
the  nominal  an>ropnation  is  made.  Thns,  a 
portion  of  Uie  actual  appmpriatioiu  of  every 
year  are  but  nominal  dents  during  that  year, 
and  remain  so  until  they  become  earned  and 
payable  in  a  sncceeding  one.  Bome  portion 
of  this  is  never  earned  or  expended,  and  after 
two  years  returns  to  the  general  fiiods,  by  being 
passed,  in  the  books  of  the  treaenry,  to  what 
IS  called  the  surplus  fond.  There  are  also,  of 
course,  some  portions  of  the  appropriations 
which,  from  less  fixed  and  r^^ular  causes,  are 
either  not  payable  or  not  claimed  until  more 
than  a  year  after  each  appropriation.  Thus 
tliere  are  always,  and  have  been  unioterrupt- 
edly,  for  many  years,  and  must  always  be, 
some  three,  four,  or  five  millions  of  the  sums 
appropriated  in  each  year,  and  more  aa  the 
appropriations  increase,  actually  chargeable 
upon  the  income  received  during  the  next.* 

It  is  due  to  candor  to  allow  that,  owing  to 
tbe  protracted  session  of  the  last  summer,  and 
the  fate  period  at  which  some  of  the  appropri- 


*  Wlut  to  hoi«  aUtcd  bj  Ur.  Toiplaodt  1>  raUtloQ  to 
Uu  nu^lM  baluwM  of  spproprUtloa^  prwwtti  »  oarions 
pMbUm  In  Uw  flnmetol  worklnc  of  tbo  GoTcrnnMDt— • 
pmdoxl  but  not  tk»  iMt  tnw,  bmiiN  q^MraaUr  Inpos- 
■iU*  and  eontndlefawr.  Tbs  ■totramt  (ndneed  to  Id 
brlsf  laauitlig)  to,  Uut  Ui«  mooerad  opermtlou  of  the  Oor- 
anunotit  can  b«  curted  upon  loM  than  Its  Incomo, — ooe-flftk 
Um  tt  thi  time  Mr.  Veipluck  wu  apeakliiK,  and  Itvqucntlf 
A  qiurtarleM.  In  othar  wordi,  that  Hut  addiuI  appropria. 
dou  do  not  rcqnlro  an  annoat  Inooma  of  tbe  samt  amount 
to  mMt  tbam,  but  can  ba  met  bj  a  fbnrtb  or  a  fifth  part 
loM,  nanlUnf  from  the  fltot  that  the  wiiola  appmpitotloM 
cannot  ba^pUedwUUnUw7«ar;  and  that  tbe  aaappllcd 
part  bMomei  available  fbr  tbe  next  ^ear^ta  ^aea  belnf 
■applied  br  tbe  dailf  IneonM.  And  thte  not  onlf  tme  cf 
the  lait  qnarter  of  the  jru,  but  of  everr  quarter  In  It: 
and  so  on  to  eontlnne,  to  the  end  of  the  last  year  of  tbe 
QoTomment 

Thto  to  a  point  to  wblcb  the  atteaUoa  of  tbe  antbot  «t 
thto  Abridcmcntms  eady  dlieet*d  after  be  came  into  the 
Senate.  He  bad  seen  tbe  worfctBf- of  the  British  sjatem  of 
flnaMaln  this  pntlenlw,  and  how  U  was  eoReetodCIa  hit 
tbne)  by  tbe  elder  Hr.  Pitt;  and  he  wished  ta  brini  the 
same  reftmn  Into  the  worUog  of  tbe  Ameriean  financial 
sjstem.  Tbe  reserre  of  money  la  the  treasnrr,  anthorlsed 
bjr  Uw  at  that  ttma,  was  two  milUona  of  dollara.  That  re- 
serTe\WBS  anthoriaed  bj  tha  Sinking  Fand  act  of  181T, 
drawn  bj  Ur.  Lowndes.  Tbe  witbor  of  thto  Abridgment 
beUered, jlrff,  that  the  act  had  beea  erroneoniljr  oonstnud; 
and,  Mcomdlv,  that  there  waa  no  neceadtr  for  any  reserre 
by  law  at  all:  and  aabmltted  neotatlons,  enlbraed  If  a 
■peedt,  to  Uiat  efftet,  (Mardi  ISK)  Tbe  raeolnUons  met 
with  no  tbror.  They  were  referred  to  the  Financial  Com- 
mittee, and  reported  agaliut.  Bnt  two  yean  afterwards 
their  object  was  aecompllsbed.  Tbe  fanrth  Motion  of  the 
Sinking  fund  act  of  ISIT— the  section  that  made  the  re* 
■erre—was  repealed,  (April  M,  18W.)  And  tbe  moneyed 
(^orations  of  the  Qoremment  went  on,  not  only  as  wen, 
bnt  better  than  beftm;  the  greater  freedom  given  to 
tha  TrpssnjT.  enablad  the  pnUla  d^  to  be  paid  off  tha 
iwnar.  Bnt  tha  e^olanaa  of  that  darbsa  been  tost,  and 
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ation  bilb  passed,  this  amoont  is  eomethmg 

S -eater  than  iiaual  daring  the  present  year, 
at  it  LB  asked,  is  it  not  the  part  of  a  prndeot 
statesman  to  keep  always  a  sum  in  the  treaaar^ 
to  meet  these  demands,  which  will  certainly 
oome  at  some  time  or  other  ?  Woold  not  erery 
prndent  man  do  so  in  regard  to  his  own  afiairs  ? 
Wonld  such  a  man  trost  to  oontingeocies  to 
meet  demands  which  he  knows  must  be  pud 
In  three,  six,  or  nine  months  I  Oertunly  he 
wonld  not.  Neither  does  the  Treasory  of  the 
United  States.  Nor  yet  is  it  obliged  to  keep  a 
large  sum  of  money  lying  nnemployed,  and  for 
this  tbnpU  reason :  if  there  is  always  a  certain 
amount  the  ^propriation  of  one  year  remain- 
ing to  be  paid  in  the  next,  there  la  also  alwa,^ 
a  maoh  lai^  amonnt  of  reTenne  earned  m 
the  one  year,  which,  in  consequence  of  onr 
credit  system  of  revenae,  is  not  paid  nntil  the 
next.  Under  (he  former  system  of  long  credits, 
which  la  still  partly  in  operation,  two-thirds  of 
the  revenue  earned  in  any  one  year,  and  secured 
by  the  best  commercial  security,  falls  due  in  one 
year,  and  is  paid  in  the  next  Under  the  shorter 
credits  of  the  act  of  16S2,  this  proportion  is 
altered ;  aboat  one-half  foiling  due  within  the 
year  of  importation,  the  other  half  ia  the  next. 
Many  years  of  cuatom-honae  ezperieuoe  have 
shown  us  that  these  aeoarities  are  perfectly  to 
be  relied  upon ;  and  that  even  during  the  most 
disastroos  periods  of  trade,  the  losses  to  Gov- 
ernment are  trifling  in  the  extremft.  In  the 

S resent  year,  it  so  happens  that,  to  meet  the 
ve  millions  and  a  half  of  the  unsatisfied  appro- 
priations of  1882,  there  is  a  net  revenue  ao- 
croing  from  the  custom-house  bonds,  given  in 
1832,  and  actually  falUng  due  weekly  and  daily 
during  the  present  year,  amounting  to  fifteen 
millions  six  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Would 
any  prudent  man,  in  private  life,  nnder  similar 
oiroomstanoes,  consider  his  debts  unprovided 
for?  Ought  imy  statesman,  under  anch  drcnm- 
stanoes,  wish  to  tax  the  people  for  the  sake  of 
accumulating  money  in  the  treasury  f  The 
policy  of  storing  up  treasures  of  gold  and  ^ver 
for  future  uses,  is  that  of  a  past  age.  We  now 
live  in  what  one  of  our  own  poets,  who  is  a  man 
of  business  as  well  as  a  poet,  has  happily  term- 
ed "a  hook  note  world,"  in  which,  though 
there  is  doubtiess  too  mnoh  paper,  yet  the  place 
of  Qovernmeot  hoards  of  gold  and  silver  is 
well  and  safdy  supplied  by  commercial  securi- 
ties or  custom-house  bonds  and  deposits.  This 
is  no  new  doctrine :  it  is  the  settled  policy  of 
our  Government  It  was  originally  reoom- 
mended  luid  enforced  by  the  late  Mr.  Lowndes, 
and  was  finally  and  ftally  carried  into  effect  by 
an  aot  passed  about  four  years  ago,  repealing 
tiie  tHA  provisions  for  keeping  a  aurplns  in  the 
treasury,  and  authorizing  the  head  of  that  de- ; 


a  Mw  nMTTa  of  tlx  nnUou  li  now  uthorind  hj  Uv.  Of 
that  oav  reMna,  tbU  kuthor  bUU  Uiiitki  what  he  nld  onoe 
tMfoTfr— that  It  wa*  a  mtatakal  which  Monomj',  tha  iduioa 
ot  admlnUtraUoB,  aixl  tha  parity  of  tha  Govanuaent,  ra- 
fdrad  to  Im  eonwetad. 


{JamuKT,  1888. 

partmwt  to  apply,  at  Ms  discreticm,  the  whole 
of  the  unexpendM  balances;  at  the  end  of  eadt 
year,  to  the  payment  of  the  pnblio  debt.  It  is 
by  thejittdicious  exercise  of  this  power  that  the 
extinction  of  the  debt  has  been  so  rapidly  hast- 
ened. 

I  come  to  another  class  of  objections.  These 
are  in  regard  to  the  amonnt  of  revenue  to  be 
derived  from  this  bill.  It  Is  indeed  difficult  to 
reply  to  all  these.  They  remind  me  of  the 
story  told  of  (I  think)  I>ean  Swift,  who  once 
asked  an  aoqoaintanoe,  "  Did  you  ever  find  any 
good  weather  in  the  course  of  your  life  f*  Tha 
other  replied,  "Yea,  thank  heaven  I  a  great 
deaL"  "Now,"  said  the  cynical  wit,  "I  new 
did :  I  have  always  foand  it  too  hot  or  too 
col^  too  wet  or  too  dry."  Our  poor  bill  has 
met  with  even  harder  censures  than  that  of 
Swift  upon  the  weather.  It  is  not  only  too 
hot  or  too  cold,  too  wet  and  too  dry,  too  high 
and  too  low  alternately,  but  all  of  them  at  ue 
same  time.    One  gentleman  undertakes  to 

Cve  that  it  will  leave  the  treasury  naked, 
e,  and  desolate  as  the  sea-shore  at  low  water, 
while  others  pledge  themselves  to  prove  that 
it  will  bring  in  such  a  tide  of  importation,  as 
will  sweep  away  all  the  manufaotories,  and  fill 
the  treasury  to  overflowing. 

To  all  this  I  have  only  to  reply,  that  the 
committee,  in  their  estimates,  may  have  erred 
somewhat  on  one  side  or  the  other,  but  that 
these  estimates  were  not  arbitrarily  assumed, 
but  were  grounded  upon  well  known  general 
laws  of  importation,  consumption,  and  increase 
of  population,  which,  like  the  tmlcnlations  of 
insurance  or  annuities,  may  ful,  in  special 
cases,  or  in  any  ^ven  year,  but  always  hold 
good  in  the  main.  'They  have  made  a  calculsp 
tion  of  the  effect  of  their  bill  upon  the  actual 
importation  of  a  certain  year,  that  of  1881,  for 
they  thought  that  this  would  produce  a  more 
certain  and  practical  result  tiian  could  be  ob- 
tained in  any  other  way.  This,  it  is  true,  waa 
a  year  of  higher  importation  than  ordin«7, 
though  about  the  same  as  that  of  1S89.  Tn« 
committee  believed  that  this  excess  over  the 
average  of  former  years,  though  it  might  per- 
haps foil  short  in  this  or  the  next  year,  would 
not  foil  short  of  the  average  of  several  years  to 
come,  taken  bother,  under  the  operations  of 
the  new  bill.  They  have  stated  their  reasons 
for  this  in  their  report,  and  I  oeed  not  minutely 
recapitulate  them.  Every  year  gives  us  an  in- 
crease of  population  as  well  as  wealth,  and  a 
consequent  increase  of  consumption,  and  the 
means  to  pay  for  foreign  goods  by  onr  own 
manufactures,  or  prodnots  of  the  ami,  fitted  for 
foreign  export. 

We  have  not,  however,  the  vanity  to  presume 
that  we  have  framed  a  perfect  bill.  We  have 
no  pride  of  opinion  on  this  sulgect  that  can 
prevent  as  from  listening  with  pleasure  to  any 
suggestions  intended  not  to  destroy,  but  to  im- 
prove the  bill ;  and  if  good  reasons  are  shown 
for  so  doing,  we  are  willing  to  accept  any 
amendments  whidi  may  make  the  language  of 
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the  bill  more  clear,  precise,  or  comprehensiTe, 
which  will  proportioQ  the  duties  more  JoBtiy, 
or  which  will  adjust  more  equitably  the  several 
periods  of  the  gradual  reduction.  All  that  we 
tHaSm  of  this  Honse  U,  tlut  the  bill  should  be 
recnved  in  the  same  spirit  of  frankness  in 
which  it  is  presented,  and  not  assuled  with 
ragne  and  contradictory  objections,  without 
the  offer  of  any  bettw  plan  of  impost^  either 
In  whole  or  in  part 


TmaDAT,  January  29. 
Seduction  o/t^c  Tariff— Mr.  Verplande*  SOL 

Hi.  AppurroN,  of  Massachusetts,  said:  What 
are  the  cironmstanoes  under  which  this  meas- 
ure is  brought  fi>rwBrd  ?  NotwiUotaading  the 
greater  part  of  the  last,  long  probvoted  KtuAoa 
was  occupied  on  this  subject ;  notwithstanding 
the  result  of  those  labors  was  the  passage  of  a 
bill,  by  the  votes  of  a  m^ority  of  this  Honse 
almost  unprecedented  in  any  important  measure 
— a  bill  which  was  received  throoghout  the 
whole  country  with  all  but  universfu  satisfac- 
tion, as  a  fair  compromise,  as  the  harbinger  of 
peace,  of  reduced  excitement ;  notwithstanding 
all  this,  we  are  now  informed,  by  authority, 
that  we  must  review  our  work ;  that  that  bill 
will  not  do  j  that  the  whole  matter  must  be 
gone  over  agun. 

The  measure  before  us  naturally  preeents  two 
qnestions :  thtf  first,  whether  it  u  necessary, 
proper,  or  expedient,  that  we  should  pass  any 
DiU  on  this  subject ;  the  second,  whether,  on 
the  supposition  that  tliat  question  is  answered 
in  the  affirmative,  this  is  such  a  bill  as  we 
ongfat  to  pass. 

KutwiuiBtaDding  the  impatience  of  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Polk.) 
that  we  should  come  to  the  details  of  the  biU, 
I  most  first  discuss  the  preliminary  and  pre- 
vious question — are  tiiere  any  good  reasons 
w^  we  should  pass  any  bill  at  alTt 

Why,  Mr.  Chunnan,  should  we  disturb  the 
act  of  last  Jnly  I  Nobody  dreamed  of  iding  so 
before  the  meeting  of  Congress.  All  Hie  rear 
eons  are  to  be  found  in  tiie  oommnnioalicHis  to 
this  body  from  the  Executive.  Let  us  examine 
them.  The  dnty  is  urged  npon  us  of  reducing 
the  revenue  to  the  expeDditures  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  md  the  first  gnestion  is,  what  relation 
do  they  now  bear  to  each  other! 

The  Preudent  informs  us,  in  his  annual  mes- 
sage, that  "  It  is  expected,  however,  that,  in 
consequence  of  the  reduced  rates  of  dnty,  which 
will  take  effect  after  the  8d  of  March  next,  there 
will  be  a  considerable  falling  off  in  the  revenue 
from  customs  in  the  year  1888.  It  will,  never- 
thelesa,  be  amply  sniBcient  to  provide  for  all 
the  mnta  of  the  pnUic  service,  estimated  even 
npon  B  liberal  scale,  and  for  the  redemption 
and  purchase  of  the  remainder  of  the  public 
debt,^' 

WeU,  rir,  then  for  1888  there  is  no  ^filonlty. 
IfotwithiitMiding  the  rednctiw  in  the  term  of 


ta.  or  R. 

credit  for  duties  after  the  8d  of  March,  and  the 
circumstance  that  a  connderaUe  portion  of 
them  will  be  payable  in  cash,  thns  concentrat- 
ing a  great  part  of  the  revenue  of  two  years, 
the  revenue  is  <mly  expected  to  be  amply  sufB- 
dent  fbr  the  expenditure,  including  the  reim- 
bursement of  the  balance  of  the  publio  debt,  so 
that  for  a  year  to  c(»ne,  at  least,  there  can  be 
no  surplus. 

We  are  next  told  that  "the  final  removal 
of  this  great  burden  [the  public  debt]  from 
onr  resources  affords  the  means  of  Airther 
provision  for  alt  the  objects  of  general  welfare 
and  publio  defence  which  the  constitution  au- 
thonzes,  and  presents  the  ocoauon  for  such 
fhrtber  reduction  in  the  revenue  as  may  not  be 
reqoired  for  tiiem. 

Here  is  a  sentimmt  to  which  the  whide  na- 
tion will  respond ;  the  iofpj  era  of  freedom 
from  debt,  presents  an  admirable  opportunity 
for  doing  something  liberal  and  glorionsfiw  the 
general  welfare. 

But,  rir,  without  making  any  catoulation  fbr 
these  proposed  objects,  of  which  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  in  his  annual  report  for  the 
last  year,  furnished  us  a  long  list,  nave  we  ar- 
rived at  a  point  where  we  can  decide  with  any 
degree  of  certainty  or  confidence  that  the  rev- 
enue, under  the  bill  of  last  session,  will  exceed 
the  proper  and  necessary  expenditure  of  the 
GoTemment  ?  That  bill  was  framed  fbr  the  ex- 
press purpose,  and  with  the  express  view,  to 
reduce  the  revenue  to  the  amount  of  the  ex- 
penditure, and  at  die  seme  time,  to  preserve 
that  incidental  ^oteetion  to  manufactures 
which  has  always  formed  a  part  of  our  rev- 
enue system. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  informs  us,  in 
his  last  annual  report,  that  he  still  believes  that 
fifteen  millions  (as  estimated  in  the  report  of 
1881)  is  a  &ir  estimate  of  the  probable  expenses 
of  tiie  Oovemment,  for  all  objects  other  than 
the  public  debt.  I  shall  assume  it  to  be  so ; 
and  propose  to  inquire  what  reason  there  is  to 
believe  the  revenue  under  the  act  of  July  last 
will  exceed  that  sum. 

In  doing  so.  I  put  out  of  the  question  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands,  as  not  furnishing  any 
permanent  fund  for  tiie  expenditure  of  tiie 
Government  It  is  well  known  that  a  bill  for 
the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  these  sales 
amongst  the  several  States,  passed  the  other 
branch  of  the  Lef^slature  during  the  last  ses- 
sion, and  was  postponed  In  this  House,  at  the 
close  of  the  session,  by  a  small  m^ority,  on  the 
ground  that  the  time  was  too  short  for  acting 
upon  so  important  a  matter.  There  are  various 
other  projects  for  the  disposition  these  lands ; 
and  we  are  told,  by  the  same  high  authority 
under  which  this  biU  is  brou^t  before  us,  th^ 
'*  it  is  our  true  policy  that  the  puUic  lands  shall 
cease,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  be  a  source  of  rev- 
enue." It  would,  tiierefore,  be  absurd  to  take 
them  Into  view,  in  an  arrangonent  of  the  du- 
ties  intend^  to  be  permanent 

Fifteen  millioiis  are  wanted,  then,  as  rev- 
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enne  from  importB,  and  the  question  is,  whether, 
under  the  act  of  Jal/  last,  they  wUl  prodace 
s  gracter  aam.  We  find  in  the  laat  annual  re- 
p«i  of  the  SeOMtary  of  the  Treasniy  the  M- 
IDwing  paragraph  :  **  Taking  an  avenge  of  the 
Importations,  for  the  last  six  years,  as  a  proba- 
ble criterion  of  the  ordinary  importations  for 
aome  years  to  oome,  reTenoe  from  enstoma, 
at  the  rates  of  duty  payable  afto-  the  8d  of 
Karoh  next,  m&y  be  estimated  at  eighteen  mil- 
lions of  doUsrs  annually." 

As  the  Seoretary  has  not  informed  ns  of  the 
process  by  which  he  comes  to  this  result,  its 
oorrectoess  can  only  be  tested  by  nich  data  as 
the  official  docnments  fbmisb ;  and  I  confess  I 
cannot,  by  any  calculation  which  I  can  make, 
come  to  the  same  result.  Bnt  before  prasrating 
my  own  oalonlationa^  I  mnst  oall  the  attention 
of  the  onnmittea  to  another  drcmnstanoe  oon- 
neoted  with  lliia  inqntrj^  <tf  a  oharscter  alto- 
gether extraordinary.  The  Preddent,  in  his 
last  annual  message,  urges  the  necessity  of  re- 
ducing the  duties  to  the  revenue  standard ;  and 
the  ^cretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  report 
accompanying  it,  makes  use  of  the  following 
language,  sprakiog  of  his  report  of  1881,  com- 
municated to  thia  Honae  at  their  former  se^ 
^on: 

"  In  the  last  annual  report  on  the  state  of  the 
finances,  the  probable  expenses  for  all  objects 
other  tlian  the  pnbUo  debt,  were  estimated  at 
fifteen  minions.  This  is  snU  believed  to  be  a 
ta^  estimate,  and.  If  ao,  there  will  be  an  annual 
surplus  (tf  six  millions  of  dollars. 

**8^1  firmly  oonrinced  of  the  truth  of  the 
reasons  then  presented,  for  a  reduction  of  the 
revenue  to  the  wants  of  the  Government,  I  am 
a^n  urged,  by  a  sense  of  duty,  to  suggest  that 
a  fbrther  reduction  of  six  millions  of  dollars 
be  made,  to  take  effect  after  the  year  1888. 
Whether  that  shall  consist  altogether  of  a  dim- 
inntiou  of  the  duties  on  imports,  or  partly  of 
a  relinquishment  of  the  pnblio  lauds  as  a  source 
of  revenue,  as  then  suggested,  it  will  be  for  the 
wisdom  of  Congress  to  determine.  , 

"Deeply  Impressed  with  these  refieetions, 
whioh  are  now  rendered  more  urgent  by  the 
rednoed  and  limited  demands  of  the  public  aer^ 
vice,  I  liad  the  honor  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress to  recommend  a  reduction  of  the  duties 
to  the  revenue  standard.  The  force  of  those, 
and  similar  considerations,  and  of  that  recom- 
mendatioB,  may  be  supposed  to  have  received 
at  that  time  the  sanction  of  Congress,  and  to 
have  formed  a  motive  of  the  act  of  ^e  14th  of 
July  last,  notwithstanrling  that  it  was  not  l^en 
deemed  practicable  fully  to  adopt  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  department." 

Hr.  Chairman,  on  reading  these  passages  in 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  I 
thought  it  the  language  of  pretty  aevere  repii- 
mand,  because  we  oad  fiiiled  to  cany  Into  effiset 
his  recommendations  for  reducing  the  revenue, 
and  as  urging  that  circumstance  as  the  ground 
for  reqi'iring  our  fiirtlier  action.  In  the  hurry 
In  which  thjat  bill  wan  mode  to  take  its  final 


shape,  it  was  not  easy  to  calculate  precisely  the 
comparative  reduction  which  it  made,  as  com- 
pared with  the  bill  ftom  the  treasury :  my  own 
impreadon,  at  the  time,  was,  that  It  went  qmte 
as  for,  or  farther,  than  that  btU.  The  lannags 
of  the  Seer^ary,  tiierefore,  a  good  dew  anr- 
prised  me,  as  indicating  a  result  so  different 
Rom  my  own  expectation.  It  occurred  to  me, 
in  examining  into  this  matter,  to  inqnire,  how 
far  we  had  miled  in  our  dutv ;  how  tax  we  had 
fallen  short  of  the  Secretary's  recommendation. 
I  will  not  conceal  my  astonishment  at  the  re- 
sult ;  and,  sir,  I  ask,  what  will  be  the  astonish- 
ment of  this  House,  should  it  turn  oat,  after 
olL  that  the  bill  of  July  provides  for  ar  great  a 
reduotion  of  the  revenue,  as  that  fhndsned  ns 
by  the  Secretary  himself?  Kay,  more,  nr; 
what  will  they  think,  should  tiie  reduction 
under  oar  own  bill  go  beyond  that  propoaed 
by  the  Secretary  a  Am  million  of  ddlanf  It 
is,  indeed,  passing  strange ;  but  it  la  sidd  fignrea 
cannot  lie,  and  I  oan  bring  tbem  to  no  other 
result,  «8  the  ftdlowing  talm  will  diow : 

[Here  folloir  the  tables,  the  results  of  which  are 
stated  la  the  wgument.] 

There  may  be  a  few  other  small  items,  oper- 
atins  both  ways,  but  which  cannot  affect  the 
resnit ;  besides,  tiie  addition  on  raw  wool  is  al- 
together greater  than  will  ever  result  in  prac- 
tice :  the  importation  of  1881  being  whol^ 
nnpreoedented,  and  more  than  three  tunes  the 
amount  imported  in  any  one  prvvioas  year.  It 
ma]^  therraore,  be  aafeily  assnmed,  that  act 
of  July,  18S2,  reduced  the  unount  <tf  duties 
more  than  a  million  of  dollars  below  those  pro- 
posed by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as> 
suming  the  import  of  1881  as  the  basis.  It 
would  seem,  therefore,  that  if  the  duties  have 
not  yet  been  reduced  to  the  revenue  standard,  it 
is  not  the  fault  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress, 
who  have  actually  gone  beyond  the  reoom- 
mendation  of  the  Executive. 

The  question  then  arises,  have  we  any  good 
ground  for  believing  that  we  shall  be  overbur- 
dened wil^  an  excess  of  revenue  under  the  ex- 
isting law  t 

It  is  notorious  that,  at  the  present  mtnnflntt 
instead  of  there  being  any  money  in  the  treas- 
ury, the  bfduioe  Is  actually  the  other  way.  In 
the  correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  and  the  President  of  the  United 
States  Bank,  it  was  admtted  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  short  at  least  some  few  hundred 
thousand  dollars  of  the  amount  requisite  to  pay 
off  the  three  per  cents,  on  the  first  of  Jan- 
uary, and  which  it  wisjied  the  Bonk  to  ad- 
vance on  interest  So  that,  at  present,  we  are 
in  fact  somewhat  behindhand.  Now,  the  gen- 
tieman  from  Connecticut  (Mr.  I^tobbsoll)  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  baa  ahown 
eondusively.  that,  according  to  tiie  estimates  ttf 
tha  Treasury  Department,  the  balance  in  the 
treasury  on  the  first  of  January,  1886,  will  be 
less  than  the  appropriations  which  will  then  be 
ontatanding.  I  do  not  perotive  that  this  atato- 
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ment  is  at  oil  impogned  hj  that  of  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  (Mr. 
YMarLUKX.)  The  011I7  mfferenoe  appears  to 
be,  that  the  latter  fbinln  ve  ought  to  be  con- 
stantly in  debt  to  the  ontstanding  appropria- 
tions some  millions ;  trosting  that  they  will  not 
be  called  for  until  we  can  receive  the  amount 
from  new  sources.  This  appears  to  me  rather 
a  niggardly  course,  as  a  permanent  one,  for  a 
Government  free  of  debt,  and  with  a  reduced 
income,  as  it  leaves  them  no  available  fund  for 
possible  contingencies. 

The  most  important  qnestion,  however,  is, 
whether  the  permanent  revenue  under  the  act 
of  14th  July,  1883,  will  probably  exceed  the 
sum  of  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  the  estimated 
necessary  expeAditure.  In  recommending  the 
measnre  of  rednction  to  ns,  tihe  Secretary  of 
the  TreasQij,  in  his  annual  report  of  Dec«nber, 
IB&l,  made  ose  of  1^  fidlowi&g  Tery  searible 
iBDgnage: 

"  It  win  be  difficult  precisely  to  graduate  the 
revenae  to  the  expenditure.  The  ueces^ty  of 
avoiding  the  possibility  of  a  deficieucy  in  the  rere- 
nae,  sad  the  perpetual  flactnstion  in  the  demand  and 
Kupply,  render  such  a  task  almost  impracticable. 
An  excess  of  revenue,  therefore,  under  any  prudent 
system  of  duties,  may  be  for  a  time  unavoidable ; 
tmt  this  can  be  better  ssoert^ned  experience, 
and  the  evil  obviated,  ^tber  by  enlu|^ng  the  ex- 
peniStnre  for  the  public  service,  or  by  reducing  the 
duties  on  such  articles  as  the  condign  of  the  coun- 
try would  best  admit." 

I  agree  Ailly  in  these  sentiments,  and  they 
would  seem  to  offer  an  irrMistible  argument 
against  disturbing  the  existing  law,  until  tested 
by  experience.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
in  his  communications  of  the  last  year,  assumed 
the  amount  of  imports  for  1880  as  the  basis  of 
his  calcnlatioQ,  being  70,876,000  dollars.  He 
now  assumes  the  average  of  six  years,  including 
18S3,  which  fl^ves  86,SM,000  dollars,  whilst  the 
Committee  u  Ways  and  Means  assume  100,- 
000,000. 

The  importation  cf  1880  was  a  very  small 
one.  In  fact,  the  only  correct  mode  of  estima- 
tion for  the  future  is  to  take  an  avera}^  of 

Sia,  and  in  the  present  case  the  result  will 
as  nearly  as  may  be,  the  same,  whether  we 
e  an  average  of  foor  or  six  years.  Taking, 
then,  the  average  adopted  by  the  Secretary  of 
tiie  Treasury,  as  a  fair  basis  of  calculation,  and 
I  shall  attempt  to  show  that  it  is  the  utmost 
which  can  safely  be  taken,  from  the  gross  im- 
ports of  88,200,000  dollars  must  be  deducted 
the  amount  of  foreign  goods  exported,  which, 
on  an  average  of  the  same  period  of  six  years, 
amount  to  a  fhwtion  over  20,000,000,  leaving 
66,200,000  as  the  net  amount  of  foreign  im- 

Sorts,  including  those  free  and  those  liable  to 
nty,  consumed  in  the  country,  and  firom  which 
the  revenae  from  imposts  is  to  be  derived. 
The  only  accurate  mode  of  estimating  this  rev- 
enne,  under  a  change  of  duty,  would  be,  to  take 
the  average  amount  of  each  article,  liable  to 
datj  mider  tiie  new  act,  imp<nted  for  the  last 
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nx  years,  and,  dedoctiug  the  quantities  export* 
ed,  caloidate  the  dnty  on  the  balance,  as  the 
average  net  quantity  consumed.  We  have 
been  furnished  with  no  saeh  table ;  and,  in  the 
absenoe  of  it,  I  must  take  such  data  as  we  bavei 
The  table  annexed  to  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  gives  twenty-three 
dollars  and  sixty-az  cents  per  cent,  as  the  av- 
erage duty  payable  on  the  entire  import,  under 
the  act  of  July  last,  taking  the  im^rtation  of 
1881  as  a  basis  of  calculation.  This  ratio  will 
give  on  the  net  import  of  86,200,000,  a  revenae 
of  15,660,000  dollars,  subject,  however,  to  a 
deduction  for  the  expenses  oi  ocdleotion,  of 
about  a  million  of  dollan. 

Now,  rir,  I  think  it  can  be  made  apparent, 
that  this  mode  of  estimation  |^ves  too  nigh  a 
resolt,  beoanse  -the  import  of  1881  cmbraood 
imports  of  certain  articles  paying  the  highest 
rates  of  duty,  vastly  greater  than  (he  average 
Imports  of  the  same  articles  for  six  years,  or 
than  can  safely  be  esloalated  tm  fbr  tiie  faXxunf 
as  the  Avowing: 

bnport  Avera^  of  Rate  of 
of  1881.       4  years.  dnty. 

Wool  costing  over 

8  cents,  1,284,000       400,000  M  per  ot. 

Woollens  subject  to 

high  duties,  6,100,000  4,100,000  50  " 
Cottons,  16,090,000   10,800,000  48  " 

Now,  it  most  be  (^parent  that  this  ezoesuTe 
importation  in  these  particular  articles  goes  to 
increase  the  rate  of  duty  on  tiie  whoJe  Importap* 
tion  very  materially  over  any  average  of  years 
which  can  be  taken.  Froni  a  calculation  which 
I  have  made,  these  items  will  reduce  the  average 
rate  of  duty  from  twenty-three  dollars  sixty- 
ux  cents  to  twenty-two  dollars  forty-four  cents 
per  cent.;  and  in  this  table  no  ^owance  Is 
made  for  the  reduction  of  one-half  the  duty  on 
wines  after  the  8d  of  March,  1884.  Putting  all 
these  things  together,  I  estimate  the  excess 
arising  from  this  mode  of  estimation,  as  amoont- 
ing  to  at  least  a  million  of  dolUtrs,  on  the  net 
revenue,  whioh  will  rednoe  it  below  $14^000,- 
000,  on  the  basis  assumed  1^  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Ch^rmao,  I  am  not  insensible  to  the 
dangers  which  threaten  the  republia  One  of 
the  States  of  this  Union  is  in  rebellion,  peace- 
able rebellion ;  or  if  that  word  sound  too  harsh, 
be  it  a  crisis ;  or,  to  be  more  strictly  correct, 
South  Carolina  is  in  a  state  of  nullification. 
But  is  there  any  danger  so  imminent  in  this  ? 
She  has  done  what  it  was  apparent  twelve 
months  ago  she  would  do.  She  has  put  in 
practice,  as  a  remedy,  a  political  theory  nearly 
aa  abenrd  as  the  system  of  political  economy 
on  which  die  fbands  her  grievances.  But,  sir, 
in  my  apprehension,  the  danger  of  the  present 
crisis  is  past;  nullification  is  nullified.  Hie 
President's  proclamation,  ratified,  as  it  has  been, 
by  one  universfd  burst  of  public  opinion,  haa 
Idlled  it  It  is  true  Sonth  Ourolina  Is  rufung 
troops ;  bnt  ^mi  any  one  i^prehend  dang«r  to 
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the  Union  from  South  Oaroliatt,  by  force?  with 
a  white  popnlation  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand,  equally  divided,  and  holding  in  her 
boeom  three  hundred  thousand  slaves?  No, 
Hr.  Ohfurman,  no  one  apprehondB  danger  from 
South  Carolina  alone.  No  one  supposes  that 
South  Carolina  will  undertake  to  set  herself 
up  as  a  nation  by  herself.  She  is  acting,  and 
we  shall  aot,  under  other  views.  Our  sense  of 
danger,  and  the  real  danger,  lies  in  iha  droom- 
stanoe,  that  thronchoat  all  the  Atlantic  States 
owdnff  property  bi  alarei,  from  the  Potomac 
to  tike  Misdsdppi,  tiiere  is  a  strong  fiaeUng  of 
oommon  interest ;  a  strong  sympathy  for  ^ath 
Carolina ;  a  violent  clamor,  a  great  excitement 
against  the  protective  system;  an  idea,  more 
or  less  general,  bat  certainly  of  a  lai^  m^ority, 
that  the  system  is  ane<mal  in  its  operation,  and 
iigurious  to  them.  Nor  is  it  surprising  that 
this  state  of  feeling  should  exist.  Whoever 
listened  to,  or  has  read  the  speeches  which 
were  delivered  in  this  House,  during  the  last 
session  of  Ooogress.  by  a  certain  party,  and 
which  were  dispersed,  thick  as  antumnal  leaves, 
through  the  whole  region  of  the  Booth ;  with 
oUier  incendiary  tracts,  aS  oklonlated,  if  not 
intended,  to  rouse  the  whole  Sonth  to  madness, 
cannot  be  surprised  at  the  result.  We  were 
t^d  in  this  hall  that  the  protective  system  was 
a  vwnpyre,  by  which  the  North  was  sucking 
t^e  warm  blood  of  the  BouUi;^  that  the  free 
States  were  prairie  wolves,  gor^g  their  Jaws 
by  instinct  in  the  blood  of  the  South,  whilst 
oppression,  robbery,  and  plunder  were  sonnded 
to  every  note  of  the  gamut.  Is  the  result  sur- 
prising? Those  who  could  not  understand  the 
argument  on  which  their  wrongs  were  founded, 
could  understand  the  appUcaUoa;  and  coming 
from  such  sources,  can  it  be  wondered  at  that 
the  existenoe  of  these  vrtaigs  should  be  be- 
lieved. 

Now  I  suppose  that  it  will  be  conceded  that 
a  great  minority  of  the  people  of  the  States 
north  of  the  Potomac,  and  of  the  West,  believe 
the  system  of  protection  to  be  one  of  sound 
poUoy ;  that  the  practical  operation  of  it  has 
been  beneficial  to  them,  and  i^jurions  to  none ; 
that  the  prostration  of  the  system  will  in- 
flict real  injury  on  them,  by  paralyzing  their 
industry,  without  proving  of  any  benefit  to  the 
South ;  bnt  that,  on  the  contrary,  they  will 
suffer  in  the  general  injury.  This  is  the  state 
of  Uie  case,  It  oertamly  presatts  matter  for 
grave  oon^eration,  for  wise  and  deliberate 
oouiueL  But  do  we  lessen  the  danger  re- 
ftirfng  to  look  It  calmly  in  tiie  fiue?  The  dan- 
ger is  disunion.  Shall  we  strecLffthen  this  Union, 
and  lessen  this  danger,  by  yielding  up  what  a 
minority  of  this  House  in  their  consciences  be- 
lieve, what  a  majority  of  this  nation  believe,  to 
be  a  great  national  good,  in  complusance  to 
opinions  which  we  believe  to  be  wholly  erro- 
neous ?  That  such  is  the  opinion  of  a  minority 
of  this  House,  stands  on  record  in  l^e  journals 
of  tJie  last  session,  under  the  sanction  and  re- 
sponsibility wUh  which  we  perform  the  dntieB 


of  our  high  trust  Under  these  circumstances, 
I  also  a^  in  the  language  of  the  President, 
what  shall  be  done  f  Shall  we  sacrifice  great 
interests,  under  the  influence  of  panic,  or  shall 
we  examine  fearlessly  into  the  nature  of  the 
malady,  and  ascertain  if  it  be  oqiable  of  a  per- 
manent core. 

It  is  apparent  that  this  great  difference  of 
opinion  n-owa  out  of  one  great  circumstance  in 
the  conmtion  of  the  different  aeetions  of  the 
country — the  existence  and  non-existence  of 
slavery.  The  great  qoesUon  i^  whether  this 
circumstance  presents  any  real  mcompatibility 
or  difference  of  interests,  so  as  to  make  a  sya- 
tem  which  is  favorable  to  one  section  actuidly 
injurious  to  another.  This  is  rather  a  question 
of  fact  I  am  favorably  indined  to  the  propo- 
sition of  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island, 
(Mr.  BuBoss,)  or  something  of  similar  charac- 
terj  for  a  large  committee,  or  for  commissioners, 
to  mquire  into  the  actual  operations  of  the  tar- 
iff; to  brin^  the  sufferings  of  the  South  into 
something  like  a  tangible  shape;  to  give  ns 
facts,  of  which  we  have  so  little,  in  the  place 
of  theory,  of  which  we  have  so  much.  I  should 
like  an  inquiry  Into  the  state  and  effect  of  man- 
ufactures, thorough  and  aearching,  like  those 
which  are  gone  Into  before  oommittees  of  the 
British  Puliament  on  all  questions  affecting 
great  interests. 

Then,  sir,  there  is  another  consideration  con- 
nected with  this  subject  The  tariff  is  pnt  for- 
ward as  the  ^reat,  the  only  ground  of  com- 
plaint ;  but  is  It  the  only  grouud  of  apprehen- 
sion, of  fear?  Sir,  it  is  idle  to  disgoise  it 
Every  man  who  hears  me  knows  that  there  is 
a  question  behind  the  tariff,  to  which  that  is 
but  as  dust  in  Uie  balance ;  a  question  which 
indodes  what  may  emphauoally  be  called  the 
Southern  interest,  the  Southern  fueling ;  which 
indodes  also  the  fear  and  ^iprehenrion  of  the 
Sonth  that  the  General  Government  may  one 
day  interfere  with  the  right  of  property  in 
slaves.  This  is  the  bond  which  onites  the 
SonUi  in  a  solid  phalanx,  uid  this  is  the  key  to 
their  jealousy  of  allowing  a  liberal  construction 
of  the  constitution  in  relation  to  the  powers  of 
the  General  Government  Why  does  Yirginia 
pass  weeks  together  in  discossing  the  abstract 
ri^ht  of  secession  from  the  Union  ?  Does  she 
wish  to  secede!  No,  sir,  except  in  one  event 
She  wishes  to  keep  the  door  open,  in  case  the 
question  of  emancipation  shoold  ever  be  serious- 
ly brought  before  Congress.  There  lie  on  the 
table  before  yon  certdn  resolutions  of  the  State 
oi  Georgia,  proposing  a  oonventdoa  of  the  States 
for  certain  enumerated  purposes.  I  notioed, 
when  these  resolutions  were  reported  in  thb 
Georgia  Legislature,  an  additional  proposition 
for  the  conuderation  of  the  conventtoD,  viz., 
what  fhrther  security  should  he  obtained  for  a 
certain  description  of  property.  This  was 
struck  out,  by  unanimous  consent ;  and  why  ? 
Was  it  that  this  last  consideration,  like  the  post* 
script  to  a  letter,  was  not  considered  important  ? 
Kot  at  all ;  bnt  it  was  not  thouj^t  expedient 
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to  ezpresa  any  distrnst  of  the  security  nnder  the 
present  constitotion.  For  myeelf,  Mr.  Chair- 
ni&n,  I  believe  the  South  are  andolj  BMisitive 
on  this  point.  I  know  ctf  no  Northern  statea- 
man  who  calls  in  question  th«  iavlolabiUty  of 
the  property  in  aUres  under  the  eomtitation. 
I  am  snre  the  people  of  the  State  which  I  have 
the  honor,  in  part,  to  represent,  have  no  more 
dispositioQ  than  they  believe  they  have  right 
to  interfere  in  this  matter  in  any  way.  But, 
nr,  this  extreme  sensitiveness  and  apprehension 
on  the  part  of  the  South  in  this  matter,  is  an 
dement  too  important  to  he  overlooked  in  ad- 
Josting  their  supposed  grievances. 

There  is  another  ^^aestion.  Does  the  BouQi 
really  wish  the  contmnance  of  the  Union  1  I 
have  no  doaht  of  the  attachment  of  the  mass 
of  the  people  of  the  Sonth  to  the  Union,  as  well 
as  of  every  other  section  of  the  conntry;  hnt  it 
may  Well  be  donbted  whether  certain  leading 
politidans  have  not  formed  bright  visions  of  a 
Son  them  confederacy.  This  would  seem  to  be 
the  only  rational  ground  for  acconnting  for  the 
movements  in  Sonth  Carolina.  A  Sontheni 
otmfederaoy,  in  which  Booth  Carolina  should 
be  the  central  State,  and  Charleston  the  com- 
mercial emporinm,  may  present  some  tempta- 
tions for  individual  ambitira. 


M<»n>AT,  Febroary  4, 
Slmerjf  in  tlU  I>i»triet  t(f  (^UwnMi. 

ICr.  HnsTiB,  of  Penn^lvania,  presented  a 
memorial  from  snndry  citizens  of  Pemunrlvania, 
praying  that  darery  jtisj  he  abolished  within 
the  District  of  Colnmbia. 

Ifr.  H.  s^d  he  had  had  forwarded  to  him 
sevMi  petitions  of  the  s«ne  tenor,  containing 
the  Npifltnres  of  more  than  one  thousand  citi- 
sens  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  the  enact- 
ment of  a  law  or  laws  for  ttie  aboliti<»i  of  slav- 
ery and  the  slave  trade  In  the  IMstriot  of  Co- 
inmbia. 

Although  it  was  not  likely,  at  this  late  period 
of  the  sestiion,  and  at  a  time  when  the  attention 
of  the  National  Legislatnre  is  engaged  on  sub- 
jects of  primary  and  pw amount  importance,  that 
any  notion  eomd  be  expected  during  its  present 
session,  in  reference  to  the  snbjeot  matter  of 
the  petitions  he  held  in  his  hand— yet  every 
philanthropist  might  Justly  cherish  tiie  hope 
that  the  time  was  not  remote  when  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  would  deem  it  not  nn- 
worthy  of  their  s^ous  conuderation  to  devise 
•ome  practical  sdieme  for  the  gradoal  abolition 
of  slavery,  and  its  worse  concomitant,  the  ^ve 
trade,  in  tiiis  District. 

"When  we  reflect,  sir,  for  a  moment,  (said  Mr. 
H.,)  on  the  gross  inconsistency  of  the  theory 
and  practice  of  onr  Government,  and  look  to 
the  sentiment  contained  in  that  sao^  instru- 
ment, the  Declaration  of  oar  Independence,  that 
all  men  axe  bom  free  and  independent,  "  with 
certmn  inalienable  tights,  amonsst  which  are 
]i&  Uber^,  and  the  pursoit  <h  h^pinen ; " 
<ad  Bee  thaL  in  practioeu  there  esdita  the  mort 
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abject  slavery  in  this  boasted  land  of  lil>ertyj 
and  that,  too,  at  the  very  portals  of  your  hall 
of  legislation,  and  in  these  "  ten  miles  square," 
over  which  exclusive  legj^ation  has  been  con- 
fided to  Congress — an  anomaly  such  as  this 
may  be  unhesitatingly  pronounced  unprece- 
dented  in  any  connt^,  at  the  present  or  aiqr 
otiier  period  of  time. 

We  all  know,  said  Ifr.  H.,  how  the  evils  of 
slavery  were  entailed  upon  our  conntry ;  that  it 
is  not  a  matter  of  censnre,  bat  of  regret;  and 
how  delicate  a  snhject  it  is  to  tonch,  or  to  l^s- 
lat«  upon.  And  he  would  be  among  the  last  of 
those  whose  misguided  zeal  mi^ht  desire  Congress 
to  interfere  in  any  manner  with  this  species  of 
property  within  any  of  the  States  of  this  Union, 

But  whatever  others  might  think  with  regard 
to  the  propriety  of  petitions  coming  from  any 
other  Bouroo  than  fttim  the  people  of  this  Dis- 
trict on  B  sal^eot  in  which  th^  alone  may  be 
aopposed  to  be  interested,  he  had  no  hedtation 
in  saying  that  amon^  the  names  attached  to 
these  petitions,  there  are  those  of  men  infbtior 
to  none  in  estimating  the  sacred  rights  of  pri- 
vate property,  and  in  a  discriminating  knowl- 
edge of  legitimate  subjects  to  be  brought  here 
for  the  consideration  of  this  honorable  body. 
And  he  would  add  that,  in  his  bumble  beli«r, 
in  common  with  theirs,  the  fur  fame  and  <^ar- 
acter  of  the  whole  nation  is  deeply  involved  in 
the  continuance  uf  slavery  and  the  slave  trade 
in  this  District ;  and  that  the  subject  merited, 
and  he  trusted  it  would  reodve,  the  delib- 
erate attention  and  oonddmtion  of  this  body, 
at  00  very  remote  period.  He  moved  their 
r^brenoe,  without  reading,  to  the  Ocnnmittee 
on  the  District  of  Colnmrai. 

On  this  motion,  lb.  Hamhf,  Ya.,  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

ms,  Maboh  observed,  t^at  this  memorial 
came  from  persons  not  interested  personally  in 
the  question  of  negro  slavery ;  and  the  language 
of  toe  memorial,  and  the  remarks  with  which 
its  presentation  had  been  accompanied,  referred 
to  the  existence  of  slavery  very  generally ;  and 
though  the  gentleman  from  Fennsylvanta  dls- 
clumed  any  wish  that  Congress  dioold  abol- 
ish it  in  the  States,  yet  this  was  but  the  com- 
mencement cit  a  series  <^  measures  whidi  toded 
to  that  result.  It  would  be  time  enon^  for 
Congress  to  act  respecting  the  District  «  Oo- 
lambia  when  the  people  of  the  District  should 
themselves  request  it. 

Mr.  Batbs,  of  Maine,  moved  to  lay  the  me- 
morial upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Dbnitt  observed  that  many  rimilar  me- 
morials had  already  gone  to  the  same  committee. 

Mr.  Craio,  of  Virginia,  was  as  much  opposed 
to  all  impertinent  interference  by  States  not 
interested  in  slave  property  with  tiie  tenure  of 
that  property  in  the  slave-holdioff  States  as  his 
colleague  could  be ;  but  the  people  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Hassaehosetts,  and  all  the  Northern 
States,  were  as  much  eonoemed  in  all  matters 
relating  to  the  District  of  Oolvmlna  as  thooB  of 
the  Southern  States,  and  therefore  the  petition 
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was  perfectly  regular,  and  sach  as  the  petitioD- 
ers  bad  a  right  to  prefer,  and  should  uioefore 
be  treated  as  other  petitioiis  were. 

Mr.  ADAiia  sua  he  hoped  the  qnestioa 
would  be  taken,  if  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
shoald  not,  on  reflection,  conolnde  to  withdraw 
his  call  for  the  jeae  and  nays.  If  he  would 
withdraw  it,  he  wonld  ooofer  a  benefit  npon 
the  Hoose  and  the  oonntry,  by  preventing  a 
very  unpleasant  debate.  Mr.  A.  had  last  see- 
non  presented  fifteen  memorials  of  a  similar 
tenor  with  this  one ;  they  had  all  nme  to  tite 
Oommittee  on  the  Distriot  A  mart  report 
had  soon  fdlowedj  and  thm  the  sal^eot  was 
heard  of  no  more  dnring  the  sesnon.  Mr.  A., 
thoagh  not  in  &vot  of  we  sentiments  expressed 
in  the  memorial,  was  opposed  to  laying  it  on 
the  table,  as  being  disrespectful  to  the  peUdoD- 
ers.  The  right  of  petitioning  was  guarantied 
by  the  constitution,  and  nothing  but  very  extra- 
ordinary circumstances  should  induce  the  House 
to  treat  a  petition  with  disrespect 

Mr.  Jbnifbb,  of  Maryland,  renewed  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  the  memorial  on  the  table.  On  this 
motion  Mr.  Adams  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays.  They  were  taken,  and  resulted :  Yeas 
76,  nqra  98.  80  tiie  House  reflued  to  Is^  the 
memorial  <m  the  table. 

Mr.  Mason  then  withdrew  his  oppodtion,  and 
tiie  memorial  was  retored  to  the  Oommittee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Seduction  of  eA«  Tarif—KT.  YeffXawXt  Bill. 

The  House  went  into  Oommittee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Watve  in  the  Chair 
and  resumed  the  coosideration  of  the  Tariff  Bill . 

Mr.  Leavitt,  of  Ohio,  stud  ^  I  am  fkree  to 
express  it,  as  the  strong  conviction  of  my  mind, 
that  the  gentlemen  from  the  South,  and  their 
free  trade  friends  fWim  the  North,  ought  not  to 
have  brought  this  subject  before  Oimgress  at 
thb  seasitHD.  I  make  this  declaration,  wholly 
tminfluenoed  by  any  feelings  of  pr^udice  or 
hostility  towards  the  South.  It  is,  I  fear,  but 
too  true,  that  this  feeling  does  exist,  to  no  incon- 
siderable extent,  between  the  Eastern  and 
Southern  portion  of  our  connby — but,  for  my- 
self, I  protest  that  I  have  none  of  it.  I  had 
lived,  almost  from  the  period  of  my  infancy,  in 
the  Wratem  country,  and  possess,  I  hope,  some 
portion  of  that  liberality  of  feeling,  which  so 
honorably  distingQishes  the  great  mass  of  the 
population  of  that  prosperous  and  flourishing 
section  of  our  Union.  Occupying  this  position, 
I  am  oonstrained  to  tiiat  in  my  opinion  the 
Sonth  ought  not  to  have  asked  that  toe  subject 
tit  the  tariff  should  be  agitated  at  this  session. 
I  am  not  unadvised  of  the  state  of  tbeling 
which  edstsiu  that  section,  in  regard  to  the 
protective  policy ;  nor  have  I  been  an  uninter- 
ested spectator  of  what  has  been  passing  there. 
The  voice  of  complaint  and  of  discontent,  which 
has  come  to  us  from  that  quarter,  has  not  been 
unheard  by  me.  I  have  been  disposed  to  give 
it  a  respeotiul  audience,  and  to  pay  it  a 
respectful  attention,  without  inquiring  too 


[Fbbrdast,  188a. 

astutely,  whether  the  grievances  complained 
of  were  fancied  or  real.  In  this  spirit,  I  ap- 
proached the  consideration  of  the  modification 
of  the  tari£E^  at  the  last  session,  and  gave  my 
vote  fbr  the  bill  which  then  passed.  I  voted  for 
it,  as  a  measure  conciliatory  in  its  character, 
and  aa  making  no  inoonuderable  concessions  to 
the  South.  And,  may  we  not  justly  infer)  from 
the  strong  vote  it  received  from  gentlemen 
representing  the  Souths  that  they  too  considered 
it  in  tills  l^t  t  The  provisicms  of  that  act,  iu 
contrast  with  those  of  the  act  of  1828,  are 
highly  favorable  to  the  Booth.  It  ia  estimated, 
that  the  operati<m  of  the  act  of  last  session,  will 
result  in  an  aggregate  reduction  of  the  unties 
on  imports,  to  the  amount  of  neu'ly  eight  mil- 
lions per  annum.  And,  among  the  articles  upon 
which,  by  that  act,  the  greatest  reductions  are 
made,  is  the  cloth  of  which  negro  clothing  is 
made,  and  negro  blankets.  These  are  permitted 
to  come  in  under  a  mere  nominal  duty — a  duty 
of  five  per  cent.  Sir,  will  gentlemen  contend 
that  this  is  no  boon  to  the  South,  no  mitigation 
of  what  they  are  pleased  to  call  the  oppressions 
of  the  tariff}  I  well  remember  with  what  feel- 
ings of  high  gratification  the  passage  of  the 
act  of  the  last  session  was  received,  not  only 
by  myself^  but  by  gentiemen  opposed  to  the 
motective  policy,  and  representing  anti-tariff 
States.  I  rejoiced  upon  that  oooauon,  because 
I  had,  as  I  thought,  the  best  reason  to  believe, 
that  while  that  act  would  afford  competent  pro- 
tection to  the  manufacturing  interests,  it  would 
allay  the  discontents,  and  quiet  the  excitement 
in  the  South,  wd  restore  once  more  the  dis- 
turbed harmony  of  the  country.  That  act 
passed  both  Houses  of  Congress  by  an  almost 
unprecedented  minority ;  and,  aa  it  regards  the 
vote  in  this  House,  one  strong  item  of  testi- 
mony in  favor  of  the  justness  and  fitness  of  the 
arrangemrat  of  duties  which  it  provided,  is  to 
be  fbund  in  the  &ct,  that  the  negative  votes 
upon  its  final  passage,  are  made  up  of  gentiemen 
who  belong  to  the  extremes  of  the  two  parties  on 
the  tariff  question ;  of  those  who  may  be  called 
the  highest  toned  friends  of  the  tariff,  and  of 
those  who,  both  upon  the  grounds  of  the  con- 
stitutionality and  expediency,  are  its  unyielding 
and  uncompromiung  enemies.  But,  agun,  sir, 
it  should  be  borne  iu  mind,  that  this  subject  of 
modifying  the  tariff  was  then  laboriously  exam- 
ined, and  amply  debated  in  this  House  and  also 
in  the  Senate.  It  occnpied  the  almost  undivid- 
ed attention  of  Congress  for  many  weeks — and, 
every  gmtieman  here  can  bear  witness  of  the 
ardaonsneas  of  the  dnties  of  this  House  during 
that  period.  Kone  will  have  forgotten  how, 
day  aner  day  and  week  after  week,  we  were 
doomed  to  encounter  the  noxious,  I  was  going 
to  say  pestilential  attnosphere  of  this  Hall,  when 
within  it ;  and  without,  the  burning  rajs  of  an 
ahnost  midsummer  sun.  But  the  bill  aid  pass, 
and  became  the  law  of  the  land,  though  made 
to  take  effect  on  the  2d  of  March  next,  a  day 
to  which  we  have  not  yet  been  brought  in  the 
revolatum  at  time. 
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BUT,  it  is  under  these  dnmmstanoes  that  we 
are  ag^n.  called  npon  to  act  on  the  snbjecfc. 
Tlie  Mv  of  last  session  making  ^vrj  material 
changes  in  the  tariff  law,  sanctioned  and  passed 
hy  the  verj  members  who  are  now  present, 
has  not  yet  gone  into  iteration.  And  we  are 
now  called  npon  to  pass  another  act,  making 
farther  and  still  greater  alterations  in  our  system 
of  laying  doties  on  imports.  In  view  of  all 
these  facts  and  considerations,  am  I  not  folly 
jastified  in  the  assertion  that  Congress  should 
not  have  been  called  upon  for  its  action  on  this 
subject,  at  this  session  ?  Is  it  not  due  to  the 
pec^e,  is  it  not  due  to  the  character  and  stand- 
ing of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  that 
the  act  of  July,  188S,  shonld  be  permitted  to 
take  effect,  to  the  end  that  we  may  have  a 
practical  Ulnstration  of  its  bearbig  and  opera- 
lion,  not  only  npon  the  manttfaotnring  and 
agricultural  interests  of  the  nation,  but  upon 
its  revenue? 

The  argument  in  favor  of  an  immediate  reduc- 
tion of  the  tariff,  predicated  upon  the  suppo- 
sition that  the  bill  of  last  session  is  to  give  us 
a  redondant  treasury,  is  not,  to  my  mind,  eon- 
clnsive  or  satisfactory.  Is  there,  tlien,  any 
other  fhct  or  consideration,  which  oalls  upon 
this  Congress,  at  this  session,  to  adopt  Uie  anom- 
alous conne  of  reviewing  and  repealing  a  law 
which  was  enacted  by  it,  after  gnat  delibera- 
tion, ao  late,  as  tiie  mrath  of  Ivify  last,  and 
which  has  not  yet  taken  efi^  ?  I  am  aware 
that  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  acting  la  her 
sovereign  capacity,  "  has  adoptra  measures  to 
nullify  not  only  the  act  of  last  July,  but  all 
other  laws  for  the  imposition  and  collection  of 
duties."  I  am  aware,  too,  that  she  threatens  to 
put  her  nullifying  machinery  into  operation, 
with  all  the  "  pomp  and  circumstance  of  war." 
But  certainly  no  gentieman  is  prepared  to  admit 
that  this  sort  of  military  demonstration,  this 
*'  peaceable  "  process  of  nuIliScation,  ought  to 
induce  Connies  to  pnrene  a  course  io  relation 
to  the  tara^  different  from  what  they  wonld 
have  done  under  other  cironmetaneea.  If  the 
tadff  is  now  reduced,  in  pursuance  of  what  may 
justly  be  called  the  dotation  of  South  Carolina, 
will  it  not  be  to  sanction  the  legitimacy  and 
efficacy  of  the  course  she  has  adopted,  and  to 
make  nullification  triumphant  t  Sir,  it  was  but 
a  few  days  ranee,  that,  at  a  pubho  meeting  in 
South  Carolina,  it  was  openly  avowed  by  a 
prominent  orator  and  leader  in  the  ranks  of  the 
nullifiers,  tliat  the  bold  stand  which  that  State 
hod  taken  against  the  tariff  had  caused  Con- 
gress to  pass  the  act  of  last  session,  and  had 
been  the  means  of  inducing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  recommend  a  fhrther  rodn^on 
of  six  or  eight  milllcHML  And  what,  sir,  would 
he  the  lan^age  of  the  orator,  if  we  were  to 
pass  the  bill  now  before  usf  Wonld  it  not 
be  ascribed  to  the  fear  of  nullification;  and 
would  not  the  people  reproach  us  with  having 

Eursaed  an  extraordinary  course  of  action  in  our 
sidatiou  on  the  tarifll  nnder  the  infloffliee  of 
tUafiBart 


But  we  are  told  that,  leaving  South  Carolina 
wholly  out  of  view,  Justice  to  the  other  South- 
em  States  which  do  not  wmotion  the  ooone  d 
that  State,  demands  at  oar  hands  the  immediate 
adoption  of  the  measure  under  consideratimL 
Sir,  I  cannot  admit  the  legitimacy  of  tbia  con- 
clusion. Let  gentiemen  from  tiie  South  view 
this  subject  candidly  asd  dispasuonately,  uid  I 
think  they  will  concede,  that,  in  presnng  the 
passage  of  this  bill  at  this  time,  they  are  adring 
mure  than  strict  Justice  will  warrant.  I^et  them 
bear  in  mind  what  they  have  already  achieved, 
in  their  efforts  to  modify  and  mitigate  the  pro- 
tective policy,  and  what  has  already  been  yielded 
to  them  by  its  friends  and  advocates.  Let  them 
reflect  that  the  proseention  of  an  extensive 
system  of  internal  improvement  by  the  General 
Government  is  no  longer  considered  a  part  of 
its  settled  pdioy,  and  is  not  likely  hereafter  to 
afford  a  pretext  for  drawing  mcmey  from  the 
pockets  of  the  people,  to  be  expended  for  those 
purposes.  Let  them,  moreover,  bear  in  mind 
what  they  have  gained  by  the  passage  of  the 
tariff  act  of  last  July:  and  lutly,  let  them 
remember,  that  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  of  all 
parties,  and  from  all  quarters  of  the  Union, 
have  united  in  avowing  tiie  opinion,  that  tiie 
revmue  of  the  country  ought  not  to  exceed 
the  wants  of  the  Government,  administwed  upon 
Just  and  economical  prinoiples.  It  eeons  to 
me  the  South  ought  to  l>e  well  satisfied  with 
this  state  <tf  things,  and  has  no  r^ht  either  to 
ask  or  expect  of  the  Northern,  Hiddle,  and 
Western  States,  a  total  sacrifice  of  their  vital 
interests.  Sir,  I  believe  there  is  no  such  irre- 
concilable diversity  of  interests  between  the 
different  sections  of  this  Union,  as  that  they 
cannot  all  exist  and  t>e  prosperous  under  the 
same- system  of  legislation.  If  the  sut^ect  of 
a^ustment  of  tiie  tariff  shall  be  approached  at 
the  proper  time,  and  in  the  proper  spirit— in 
the  spirit  of  compromise  and  conciliation — 
doubt  not  bnt  it  may  be  eettied  upon  a  perma- 
nent haiis,  in  soofa  a  manner  as  that,  while  the 
great  agriiniltnral  and  maan&otaiing  interests 
of  the  nation  shall  be  adequately  suatained,  the 
South  shall  have  no  cause  or  pretext  fbr  com- 
plaint. 

Ur.  Adams  said  that  he  had  some  days  since 

S'ven  notice  of  his  determination,  after  the 
lends  of  the  bill  should  have  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  rendering  it  as  perfect  as  they  could,  to 
move  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause ;  he  would 
now  fulfil  his  purpose,  and  would  move  that 
the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill  now  befine  the 
committee  be  stricken  out 

He  would  <^er  a  few  words  in  snpport  of  the 
motion.  The  merits  of  the  bin,  as  well  as  ita  de- 
merits, had  been  very  fully  argued,  and  he  wonld 
not  repeat  what  had  been  so  well  said  by  others. 
It  was  his  opinion  that  neither  this  bill,  nor  any 
other  at  all  resembling  it,  should  pass  at  the 
present  aession  of  Congrtts.  There  was  one 
idea  which  he  had  not  heard  suggested  by  any 
gentleman,  and  which  was  a  £dnve  reason 
with  him  why  the  bill  oo^t  not  to  become  a 
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law.  The  bill  would  not,  u  it  seemed  to  be 
oalcnlated  \tj  maDj,  redooo  Uie  amount  of  the 
Terenne,  but  on  uie  oontraiy,  gnatlf  increase 
it  To  redaoe  the  revenue  was  the  professed 
o^ect  of  the  bill.  The  reasons  for  passing  it 
had  been  assigned,  first  by  the  President  ia  his 
measi^e  to  Oongress,  then  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  in  his  report,  and  lastly  by  the 
Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Means.  Bnt  the  Presi- 
dent himself  had  recommended  the  measure 
conditionally  only ;  if  it  ahonld  be  found  upon 
examination  that  the  existing  protection  on 
certun  commodities  manufactured  in  the  coun- 
try was  exoesnve,  that  is,  that  it  was  greater 
than  the  good  of  the  country  required,  that 
then  a  bill  should  be  passed  to  reduoe  it  Had 
snch  an  inquiiy  been  instltntedt  It  had  not 
Ho  inquiry  had  taken  plaoe,  and  the  House  was 
consequently  in  possesion  of  no  evidence  to 
ahow  that  the  present  protection  was  excessive. 
If  the  House  men  should  pass  this  bill,  which 
went  so  materially  to  affect  great  and  wide- 
spread interests  of  the  country,  without  any 
previous  inquiry,  it  would  not  be  following  the 
recommendation  of  the  President,  bnt  the  con- 
Irary.  Mr.  A.  did  not  say  that  if  such  an  inquiry 
should  be  made,  and  it  should  then  appear  that 
the  protection  was  too  great,  that  he  should 
oppose  a  bill  to  reduoe  it ;  bnt  the  invMtigation 
was  an  indispensable  preUndnary,  and  the  Uxft 
must  first  be  establidied. 

There  was  another  reason  why  Ur.  A.  shoold 
Toto  ai^nst  the  bill.  From  a  certain  quarter 
of  the  Union  Congress  had  a  most  solemn  deda- 
TsUon,  made  in  the  name  of  one  of  the  States 
ot  the  Union,  and  addressed  to  all  the  other 
States,  that  the  protective  system  should  no 
longer  be  carried  mto  efiTect  within  that  State. 
In  the  address  from  the  convention  of  South 
Oarolina  to  the  people  of  the  twenty-three 
other  Stater  of  this  Union,  communicated  by  the 
President,  with  his  recent  message  to  Oongress, 
are  the  following  passages.  Tne  convention, 
speaking  in  the  name  of  the  pet^le  of  SonUi 
Carolina,  say: 

"  We  hare,  therefore,  deliberately  and  unalter- 
ably resolved,  that  we  will  do  longer  submit  to  a 
system  of  oppresdon  whioh  redooea  w  to  the  de- 
grading condition  of  tributary  rassals;  and  which 
would  reduce  oar  posterity,  in  a  few  geQerations,  to 
a  state  of  porerty  and  wretchedness  that  would 
stand  [q  melancholy  contrast  with  the  beautiful  and 
deHghtf\il  region  in  which  the  providence  of  God 
has  oast  oar  destinies.  Having  formed  this  resolu- 
tion, witii  a  fidl  view  of  all  its  bearings,  and  of  all 
Its  probable  and  po«bIe  Issues,  it  la  due  to  the 
gravity  of  the  subject,  and  the  solemnity  of  the 
occasion,  that  we  sfaoi^d  speak  to  our  confederate 
brethren  in  the  plain  language  of  franknesa  and 
truth.  Though  we  plant  ouraelvea  upon  the  consti- 
tution, and  the  immutable  princii^  of  justice  and 
interest  to  operate  excloaively  through  the  civil 
tribunals  and  dvll  ftanetionanes  of  the  State,  yet 
we  will  throw  off  this  oppression  at  every  hazard. 
We  believe  the  Federal  Govemment  has  no  shad- 
ow of  right  or  authority  to  act  a^nst  a  State  of 
the  Conssdenoy  In  any  form,  muoh  leas  to  cowoe 


[FnBcAmr,  1888. 

it  by  minunr  power.  But  we  are  aware  of  the 
direrritles  of  human  opiidoo,  and  have  seen  too 
many  prooft  of  the  infatuation  of  human  power, 
not  to  have  looked  with  the  most  anxious  concern 
to  the  possibtlity  of  a  resort  to  military  or  naval 
force  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Govemment ;  and 
in  order  to  obviate  the  possibility  of  having  the  hi»- 
tory  of  this  oonteit  stained  by  a  sinsle  drop  of 
fraterhd  blood,  we  have  solemnly  and  Irrevocably 
resolved  that  we  will  regard  such  a  resort  as  the  dis- 
solution of  the  political  ties  which  connect  ua  with 
our  confr derate  States;  and  will, forthwith, provide 
for  the  organization  of  a  new  and  aeparato  Govern* 
ment." 

And  again,  and  in  another  passage,  the  oon- 
vention  still  more  pointedly  say: 

"  We  win  not,  we  cannot,  we  dare  not  submit  to 
this  degradation,  and  our  resolve  ia  fixed  and  unal- 
terable that  a  protecting  tariff  ahall  be  no  longer 
enforced  within  the  limita  of  South  Carolina. 
We  stand  upon  the  principles  of  everUsting  jua- 
tice,  and  no  human  power  diall  drive  ua  from  our 
position." 

Now,  with  respeot  to  the  peaoefhl  nature  of 
this  remedy,  he  never  heard  it  spoken  of  but 
it  reminded  him  of  the  firat  adventure  of  Gil 
Bias.  Gil  Bias  had  been  fhmiahed  by  his  nnde 
with  a  sorry  mule,  and  thirty  or  for^  pistoles^ 
and  sent  forth  to  seek  his  fortune  in  Uie  world. 
He  sat  oat  aooordingly,  but  had  not  proceeded 
far  from  home,  when,  as  he  was  sitting  on  his 
beast  counting  his  pistoles  with  maoh  satisfac- 
tion into  his  hat,  the  mule  suddenly  raised  hei 
bead,  and  pricked  up  her  ears.  Gil  Bla&  looked 
round  to  see  the  cause  of  her  alarm,  and  per- 
ceived an  old  hat  upon  the  gronnd  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  road,  with  a  rosary  of  very  large 
heads  in  it  This  was  the  object  which  had 
Btutted  his  mule.  At  the  same  time  he  heard  a 
voice  addressing  him  in  a  very  pathetic  tone — 
*'  Good  traveller  I  in  the  name  of  the  mercifol 
God,  and  of  aU  the  saints,  do  drop  a  few  pieces 
of  rilver  hito  the  hat."  Looking  m  the  direction 
from  whioh  these  Bounds  proceeded,  he  saw, 
to  his  great  dismay,  the  muzKle  of  a  blunder- 
buss projecting  through  the  hedge,  and  pointing 
directly  at  his  head.  As  he  movcu,  this  threat- 
ening mtizzle  moved  also,  still  directed  at  his 
hea£  On  looking  more  closely  into  the  hedge, 
he  perceived  that  it  was  supported  on  two  cross 
sticks  and  (timed  by  a  figure  having  the  air  of 
an  old  soldier.  Gil  Bias,  not  muoh  pleased  with 
the  looks  of  this  very  pious  mendicant,  hastily 
dropped  some  pieces  into  the  hat,  and  clapping 
his  noehi  into  the  sides  of  his  mule,  rode  off  with 
bU  the  speed  he  could  from  this  peaceful  solic- 
itor cf  alms.  Thia  presented  to  Mr.  A.*s  mind 
one  of  the  most  perfect  emblrais  of  the  pacific 
remedy  of  nulUfication  he  had  ever  aeen. 

But  if  it  was  indeed  tme  that  nullificatloa 
was  intonded  as  a  pacific  remedy,  Mr.  A.  had 
this  ctmsolation,  that  the  execution  of  the  laws 
was  also  a  pacific  operation,  and  would  con- 
tinue to  be  anoh,  as  long  as  tlie  resuitance  to  it 
was  pamfio ;  so  long  as  nnlUfioatum  was  pacific^ 
the  resistance  to  nnllifioation  would  prove  to 
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be  pacifio  too,  and  bo  there  coald  be  no  danger 
that  force  would  be  used  at  all.  This  was  one 
naaon  whj  Mr.  A.  shoold  Tote  against  the  bill 
Gentlemen  sappoeed  Aat  if  it  ahunld  not  pass, 
there  would  be  great  danger  of  Uoodthed; 
bat  there  could  not  be  the  least  danger  of  tbia, 
provided  those  who  adopted  the  pnndples  of 
milUfication  acted  according  to  their  profeasionB 
and  promises.  It  was  not  their  purpose  to 
resort  to  force ;  and  as  there  wonld  then  be  no 
need  of  force  to  execnte  the  laws,  there  wonld 
be  no  force  in  the  matter,  and,  of  coarse,  no 
bloodshed.  It  yroB  sDpposed  that  this  verj 
peaceable  and  friendly  c^nestion  might  be  settled 
without  the  intervention  of  force,  Mr.  A. 
wished  it  might ;  bat  he  considered  it  of  snob 
a  uatore  that  the  qnesUon  ought  to  be  settled. 
It  OD^t  to  be  known  wheUier  there  wen  any 
meaaoreB  by  which  a  State  ooald  defeat  the 
laws  of  tine  Union.  For  if  there  were,  and  the 
laws  might  be  set  aside  at  pleasnre,  we  most 
seek  for  some  other  form  of  govemnient  to  live 
under. 

ISi.  A.  had  heard  this  Union  called  a  con- 
federacy of  States ;  and  snob  was  the  idea  put 
forth  in  the  South  Carolimi  address.  It  did 
not  address  the  people  of  the  United  States ;  it 
recognized  no  snch  people.  The  constitution, 
according  to  that  doctrine,  was  the  work,  not 
of  the  people,  but  of  their  attorneys.  It  was 
said  that  the  act  was  the  act  of  the  States,  and 
that  this  was  a  nnion  of  States.  That  was, 
in  (me  sense,  tme.  Itwas  atmimcf  tfaepeople 
and  also  a  union  of  States.  The  omTentum  of 
1787  was  the  reeolt  of  an  act  of  the  representa- 
tives of  States;  bat,  as  it  came  from  their 
hands,  the  instrument  was  nothing ;  it  had  no 
more  force  or  value  than  a  blank  indenture, 
not  sealed.  It  might  as  well  be  muntained  that 
the  attorney  who  drew  an  indenture  was  one 
of  the  parties  to  it,  because  he  drew  it.  It 
was  true  that  the  States  were  also  parties  to  it, 
because  they  had  always  heea.  separate  oora- 
fflunities,  and,  after  the  establishment  of  the 
national  independence,  were  still  to  continue 
■0.  That  was  tiie  reiuon  why  the  votes  the 

nle  were  taken  in  separate  masses,  and  not 
DO.  It  was  more  ccnvenient;  bat  it  was 
not  die  State  who  ^ve  force  to  tiie  oonsUta- 
tion.  The  convention  sent  the  instrument  to 
Congress,  and  ^ked  them  to  submit  it  to  the 
State  Legislatures ;  but  did  the  State  Legisla- 
turea  act  upon  it?  No.  And  whyf  Beoiuse 
they  could  never  use  the  language,  "  We  the 
people."  They  were  not  the  partieB  toit  ;  they 
could  not  give  it  their  sanction ;  they  did  not 
pretend  to  act  upon  it ;  they  colled  conventions 
of  the  people  to  decide  on  the  single  question, 
and  the  people  adopted  the  constitotion,  com- 
mencing wiui  the  words,  "  We  the  people."  It 
Lad  been  the  act  of  liie  people  collected  in 
■eparate  oommanities,  but  lorming  one  people, 
whose  sanotion  alone  gave  to  the  oonsutiUion 
■11  its  power.  Even  had  ihe  States,  as  States, 
nnanimoosly  ratified  it,  it  would  have  been  a 
dead  letter  until  the  pet^e  had  aeted  npon  it. 
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In  fact,  it  was  in  this  very  point  that  the  differ- 
ence  lay  between  this  instrument  and  the  con- 
federation. The  nuUiflers  would  have  them 
to  he  one  and  the  same.  The  confederation 
has  been  created  by  the  State  Legislatures  and 
by  Congress.  They  went  on  the  principle  that 
this  was  not  a  Government,  bat  a  confederacy. 
Therefore  it  was  first  mode  by  the  State  L^^ 
latures,  and  afterwards  ^y  Ooogrees.  Hie  peo- 
ple hod  never  acted  upcm  it  ^  all ;  they  liad 
no  part  or  lot  in  making  it ;  and  it  was  because 
sucn  an  instrument  was  found,  in  practice,  to 
be  wholly  ineflBdent,  and  that  it  would  be  im- 
posdble  for  the  people  of  Uiis  Union  to  live 
happily  or  peaceably  under  it,  that  they  went 
to  work  another  way. 

Here,  however,  Ur.  A.  said  that  he  was 
wandering  from  the  snt^eot  befwe  the  oom- 
mitteeu 

The  position  he  bad  assamed  was,  that  Hie 
Government  was  bound  to  protect  the  great* 
interests,  all  the  great  interests  of  the  citizens. 
Wherever  any  great  interest  existed  in  the 
community,  there  the  protection  of  Govern- 
ment must,  of  right,  be  extended.  But  pro- 
tection might  be  extended  in  different  forms  to 
different  interests.  It  was  true  that  the  inter- 
ests of  one  portion  of  the  community  could 
often  be  protected  only  at  the  expense  of  some 
other  portion  of  it.  It  was  the  complaint  of  the 
nnllifiers  that  the  Government  took  money  oat* 
of  the  po<^ets  of  one  portion  of  the  Union  to 
pat  it  into  the  pockets  of  another.  And  ia 
extending  protection}  this  must  always  more  or 
less  be  the  case.  But  then,  while  the  rights  ot 
one  party  were  protected  in  this  way,  the  riAta 
of  the  odier  party  were  protected,  eqmUly,  bat 
in  a  different  way.  He  woold  illastrate  this 
position. 

In  the  Southern  and  the  South-western  por- 
tions of  this  Union,  there  existed  a  certain 
interest,  which  he  need  not  more  particalarly 
draignate,  which  enjoyed  under  the  consdtation 
and  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  an  especial 
protection  peculiar  to  itself.  It  was  protected 
first  by  r^nesentatdon.  There  were  on  that 
fioor  apwards  cf  twenty  members  who  repre- 
sented what  in  other  States  bad  no  representfr- 
tiaa  at  all.  Ur.  A.  believed  that  it  was  not 
three  days  since  he  heard  it  dedared  by  a  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Clayton,)  Uiat  tha 
spedes  of  population  he  now  alluded  to  consti- 
tuted the  "  madiinery  of  the  South."  Now, 
that  machinery  had  tw^ty  odd  representatives 
in  that  hall ;  representatives  elected,  not  by  the 
madiinery,  bat  by  those  who  owned  it.  Was 
there  any  sach  representation  in  any  other  por- 
tion of  the  Union  ?  Did  the  manufacturers  ask 
for  any  representation  on  their  machinery  I  He 
believed  their  looms  and  factories  had  no  vote 
in  Congress ;  bat  the  machinery  of  the  South 
had  more  tiian  twenty  representatives  on  that 
fioor.  And  if  he  should  go  back  to  the  history 
of  this  Government  from  its  foundaticm,  it  woula 
be  easy  to  prove  that  its  dednons  had  been 
aflboted  in  geoersl  bjr  mi^cnitiss  less  than  that. 
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Ka7,  he  mi^t  go  ftizther,  and  insist  that  that 
vtrj  representation  of  whiidi  he  had  spoken, 
baa  ever  been,  in  fact,  the  mling  power  of  thu 
QovenuneDt.  Was  thb  not  protMitioo  t  Was 
it  not  protection  at  the  expense  of  another  por- 
tion of  the  oonunanity  1  If  it  did  not  literally 
t^e  money  oat  of  the  pockets  of  some,  and  pat 
it  into  the  pockets  cf  others,  still  it  operated  in 
precisely  the  same  way.  Yes ;  this  very  pro- 
tection had  taken  millions  and  millions  of  money 
from  the  free  laboring  population  of  this  ooan- 
try,  and  pat  it  into  the  pockets  of  the  owners 
of  Southern  machinery,  Mr,  A.  did  not  com- 
pliUQ  of  this.  He  did  not  say  that  it  was  not 
aU  right.  What  he  said  waa,  that  Uie  Sooth 
possessed  a  great  protected  interest— an  interest 
protected  by  that  inatmment — [Ifr.  A.  held  the 
oonstttntion  in  his  hand.]  He  was  for  adhering 
to  the  bargain,  because  it  was  a  bai^ain.  Hot 
that  he  would  agree  to  it  if  the  bargain  were 
now  to  be  made  over  again. 

Bat  there  was  another  great  interest  pro- 
tected under  the  coastitntion.  He  referred  to 
the  interest  of  commerce  and  navigation.  The 
country  had  a  navy,  which  was  now  costing 
it  two  or  three  millions  of  dollars  a  year.  Of 
what  value  was  tltis  to  the  manufaoturer,  or  to 
tiie  wool  grower,  if  they  should  reason  on  the 
narrow  and  contracted  principle,  Halt  their  per- 
sonal interest  was  the  only  interest  in  the  com- 
mnnity  for  which  they  ought  to  care?  On 
such  principles,  the  navy  was  nothing  to  them. 
It  might  acnieve  as  many,  and  as  glorious  victo- 
ries as  ever  had  beeu  won  by  the  wooden  walls 
of  the  fast-anchored  iale :  the  maoafacturer  was 
not  a  cent  the  richer  for  them.  But  he  was 
obliged  to  pay  to  support  the  navy,  and  to  pay 
BOX  or  seven  miilions,  including  navy  and  army. 

The  House  coald  not  pass  any  bill  that  would 
not,  of  necessity,  confirm  the  ordinance  of 
South  Carolina.  No  law  upon  this  subject  could, 
at  this  time,  be  enacted  by  Congress,  but  wonld 
be  received  and  understood  by  all  parties, 
friend  and  foe,  to  be  the  triamph  of  nullifica- 
tion. Hie  State  of  Sonth  Carolina  had  said 
that  the  tariff  law  ma  nnll  and  void ;  and  that 
It  should  not  be  executed  within  her  limits. 
And  Congress  immediatdy  replies,  by  declaring 
that  that  law  should  not  be  executed  any- 
whwe.  Ur.  A.  admitted  that  such  a  proceeding 
might,  for  a  moment,  remove  the  question  of 
nimifioation.  Bat  it  would  be  for  a  moment 
only.  Let  Congress  permit  one  State  to  declare 
tiiat  its  laws  should  not  be  executed,  and  sub- 
mit to  have  that  declaration  carried  into  effect, 
and  they  would  soon  have  States  enough  tell 
them  that  the  laws  should  not  be  executed 
within  their  limits.  And,  without  intending 
any  refleotion  on  Soalli  Oarolina,  he  m^ht 
Dbserve,  that  thm  were  States  in  this  Union, 
who,  if  they  shonld  the  ume  thing  that 
Sonui  Oarouna  had  niA^  miAt  nuke  it  a  mnch 
man  serions  qnettion.  And  the  House  m^t 
take  his  word  that  they  wonld  have  saeh  bn- 
guige  addressed  to  them, 

Mr.  A.  WM  against  the  paasage  <tf  any  thing- 
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He  widied  to  see  the  question  settled.  Booth 
Oarolioahaid  made  tip  an  isme;  she  aidd  she  wish- 
ed it  settled  peaceably.  Mr.  A.  was  fmr  meeting 
her,  and  settUng  the  question  she  had  made.  This 
Union  was  now  tottering.  It  was  tottering  to 
its  foandation  on  the  question  whether  a  single 
State  possessed  the  power  to  annul  laws  enacted 
by  the  whole  Union.  He  averred  that  this  was 
a  question  on  which  the  continuance  of  the  Union 
depended.  It  was  a  quration  that  mnst  be 
settled,  and  this  was  the  time  to  settle  it.  There 
was  no  time  in  which  it  could  be  so  fitly  and 
so  advantageously  settled,  as  at  this  time,  be- 
cause those  who  raised  the  question  declared 
their  deure  to  be,  that  it  should  be  settled  peace- 
ably. Mr,  A  wished  that  it  might  be  settled 
peaceably.  He  believed  that  it  would  be,  because 
he  believed  that  the  nnlUfiers  wonld  not  strike 
the  first  blow ;  and  that  the  Oovemment  wonld 
be  too  wise  and  too  cautious  to  do  it ;  and  if 
neither  party  struck  the  first  blow,  it  must  be 
settled  peaceably.  Either  the  laws  would  be 
executed,  or  the  tariff  annulled,  and  the  pro- 
tecting system  destroyed.  If  that  system  ehuuld 
be  destroyed,  he  would  not  say  in  what  form  the 
question  would  come  op,  as  a  question  far  more 
serioos  than  was  now  made,  and  to  be  settled 
in  reference  to  a  different  interest.  At  present 
the  iotMrests  the  South  were  protected,  and 
saperabundontiy  protected,  by  the  prov^ons- 
of  the  constitutioi].  Let  that  protection  be 
destroyed,  and  they  wouldfind  their  seoaritypot 
in  question  in  a  manner  not  so  easily  gotten  rid 
of.  The  notion  held  out  in  &ror  of  Uie  bill  was, 
tijat  it  was  to  allay  discontents.  And  the  chair- 
man of  the  Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Means  hod 
delivered  a  very  pathetic  and  very  eloquent  oulo- 
gtum  upon  fear.  Mr.  A.  had  listened  to  it  with 
great  delight ;  butas  he  knew  that  gentleman  to 
be  an  accomplished  classic  scholar,  he  would  ven- 
ture to  remind  him  that  there  were  other  virtues 
besides  fear,  snitable  for  the  exercise  of  a  patriot 
and  astatesman,  on  which  as  just  and  eloquent 
eologiums  might  be  pronounced.  Among  these 
was  the  virtue  of  fortitude— a  virtue,  which  he 
was  nndtfaaolemn  conviction  that  every  mem- 
ber of  tUs  House,  and  every  intelligent  citizen 
of  this  community,  would  at  no  distant  day 
be  called  upon  to  exercise ;  in  commendation 
of  which  he  would  refer  the  gentleman  to  a 
classic  anthority,  which  no  one  bettor  under- 
stood, or  was  more  qualified  to  appreciate.  He 
alluded  to  the  sentiment  so  eloqoentiy  expressed 
by  the  great  Boman  poet: 

jBrtnin  ot  toDMMii  ptvpaiM  Tlrnm 
Non  oMnOT  ardor  orovs  >«i«i«Mw8(. 
H«a  vnltm  liutMtia  Tmiuii, 
M«au  quUt  MdliU. 


Wxi»n8Di.T,  Fehnwy  18. 

Bani  of  the  United  3iat»—8aU  qfStoch. 

ISx.  Pole,  tnm  the  Oommittee  of  W^  and 
Ueani^  npcnled  the  foUowing  bill: 
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AN  ACT  mlAomtnjr  t/u  »aU  of  tkt  Bank  Sbtek 
0/  M«  ITniUd  StaUa. 
Bw.  1.  S«U  enaeitd^  ke.  Tbst  the  Secretiry  of 
Um  Treuurr  be,  tad  he  ia  bereby,  autborlud  to 
aell  the  shares  owned  by  the  United  States  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  on  such  terms  u  he 
imj  deem  most  for  the  interest  of  the  United 
States :  Provided,  That  no  stouk  be  sole]  for  less 
than  the  market  value  thereof,  or  for  leu  thao  the 
par  Talne. 

Bkc.  S-  Be  it fkrOer  enaet$d,  That  it  ihaH  behw- 
fbl  for  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  purchase 
said  stock,  or  any  part  thereof,  any  thhig  in  any  act 
to  the  contrary  uotwithatanding. 

Hie  bill  having  been  read,  and  the  question 
of  course  bung  on  ordering  it  to  a  aecond  read- 

r.  WioKUFFS,  of  Kentacky,  objeoted,  (which 
at  this  stage  is  cqDivalent  to  a  motion  for  rejeo- 
tioD  ;)  and  the  qnesdon  being  then  stated  in  the 
form  required  hj  the  role,  Sball  this  bill  be 
rfgected ! " 

Mr.  WioKunx  said  he  was  impelled,  b^  a 
tense  of  his  daty  to  his  onutttnents  and  to  his 
eonntry,  to  do.  in  this  ease,  what  he  had  never 
done  since  he  nad  had  a  seat  on  this  floor — to 
move  the  rejection  of  a  bill  at  its  first  rea^ng. 
There  are  cases,  stud  Mr.  W.,  in  which  courtesy 
should  yield  to  the  demands  of jnstice  and  ^ablio 
duty ;  and  this,  in  my  humble  jadgment,  is  one 
of  them.  I  do  believe  that  the  passage  of  this 
bill  is  not  demanded  by  any  public  considera- 
tion. It  is  fraught  with  incalculable  ruin  to 
all  private  interest,  except  the  interest  of  the 
stoc^obbers  of  Wall  street  I  will  say  nothing 
of  the  interest  which  political  stoc^obbers  muy 
feel  in  the  measure  now  before  you.  This 
measure  will  inflict  injary,  perhaps  ruin,  upon 
many  of  your  honest,  and  I  might  say,  in  r^er- 
ence  to  the  interest  which  they  have  in  this 
institation,  nnprotMted  citizens.  Its  immediate 
effect  would  be  to  reduce  thirty-five  millions 
of  the  stock  of  the  country,  performing,  in  a 
great  measure,  the  functions  of  a  circulating 
medium  in  our  commercial  exchanges,  ten  per 
centum  in  its  valne.  Possibly  I  may  over-esti- 
mate the  loss ;  bat  I  thinlc  not.  This  time  last 
year  this  stock  commanded,  in  the  markets  of 
the  world,  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  per 
centum  advance.  The  minons  policy  which  the 
odminlBtaititm  of  the  oonntfr  has  pursued 
towards  this  Institat&m  has  snnk  the  vwue  of 
this  oiqdtal  twenty  per  cent.,  equal  to  ■even 
millionB.  The  United  States  has  sustained  a 
loss  in  the  value  of  the  stock  held  by  the  Gov- 
emment  equal  to  one  million  four  hundred 
thousana  dollars,  and  yet  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  propose  a  measure  by  which 
the  Government  will  inevitably  sustain  a  ftirther 
loss  of  more  than  one  million.  For  what  reason  1 
And  why  is  this  mad  policy,  sir,  I  might  be 
allowed  to  say  this  wicked  measure,  proposed? 
I  have  heard  none,  nor  can  i  discover  any,  save 
tliat  the  President  of  the  United  States  has  re- 
commended it. 

Is  it  wise  to  sell,  at  asaorifice,  stock  ylelcUng 
an  interest  of  dx  per  ooitttm  to  the  Govem- 


[H.or  B. 

ment,  that  money  may  lie  idle  in  the  treasury  I 
Is  not  onr  treasury,  at  this  time,  said  to  be  over- 
flowins  ?  Has  not  the  administration  told  us 
that  the  pr^eut  tariff  will  yield  us  at  least  six 
millions  cn  money  more  than  is  needed  for  all 
the  wants  of  the  GovemmeDt ) 

Mr.  Whittleset,  of  Ohio,  demanded  the  pre- 
vious question ;  which  motion  being  seconded, 
the  previous  question  was  ordered :  Yeas  8^ 
nays  90. 

The  mun  qneetion  was  then  put  in  the  fol- 
iowingform:  "Shall  this  bill  be  rejected?"  and 
decided  as  fullowt* : 

Teas. — Mesars.  Adams,  Chilton  AHan,  Heman  Al- 
len, Allison,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Babcock,  Banks,  S. 
Bartwr,  Barrioger,  Barstow,  Isaac  C.  Bates,  Branch, 
BriggB,  Bucher,  Ballard,  Bnrd,  Cahoon,  Choate, 
Collier,  L.  Condict,  S.  Condit,  Bates  Cooko,  Cooper, 
Corwin,  Coulter,  Craig,  Crane,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
Daaid,  John  Davis,  W.  B.  Davis,  Dearborn,  Den- 
ny, Dewart,  IMckson,  Drayton,  Ellsvortb,  Geoi^ 
Evans,  Joshua  Evans,  Edward  Everett,  Horace 
Everett,  findlar,  Grennell,  H.  Hall,  Hawes,  Heister, 
Hodges,  Hughes,  Huntington,  Ihrie,  Ingcrsoll,  Ir- 
vin,  Jenifer,  Kendall,  HT  King,  Kerr,  Letcher, 
Marshall,  Maxwell,  Robert  McCoy,  McDuffle,  He- 
Kennan,  Mercer,  MilligBn,  Newton,  Pearee,  Pendle- 
ton, Pitcher,  Potts,  Bandolph,  John  Reed,  Pencher, 
Root,  RuBsel,  Semmes,  William  B.  Bhepard,  ^de. 
Smith,  Southard,  Spence,  Stanbury,  Stewart,  Stom, 
Taylor,  Philemon  Thomas,  Tompkinn,  Tracy,  Yanoe, 
Vinton,  Wubingtou,  Watmough,  Wilkin,  Wheeler, 
Elisha  Whittlesey,  Frederick  WhitUesey,  Edward 
D.  White,  Wiekliib,  Wilde,  WilUams,  Tonng^lOS. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Adolr,  Alexander,  R.  Alna,  An- 
derson, Angel,  Archer,  Barnwell,  James  Bates, 
Beardaley,  Bell,  Bergen,  Bethune,  James  Blair, 
John  Blair,  Boon,  Bouok,  Bouldin,  John  Brod- 
bead,  John  C,  Brodhcad,  Cambreleng,  Chuidler, 
Cbinn,  Clubome,  Clay,  Clayton,  Coke,  Connor, 
Davenport,  Dayan,  Doubleday,  Draper,  Felder, 
Ford,  Yoster,  Gaiuier,  Gilmore,  Goraon,  Qrifln, 
llomns  B.  Hall,  William  Hall,  Harper,  HawMns, 
HoObiaQ,  Holland,  Horn,  Howard,  Hubbard,  Isacka, 
Jarvis,  Jewett,  Richard  M,  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson, 
Eavanagh,  Kennon,  Adam  King,  John  King,  I«- 
mar,  liinsing,  Leavitt,  X.ecompte,  Lewis,  Lyon, 
Mano,  Uardia,  Mason  McCarty,  Wm.  McCoy,  Mc- 
lotyre,  MeKay,  Mitchell,  Newnan,  Nuckolls,  Fatten, 
neison,  nammer.  Polk,  Edward  C.  Reed,  Roane, 
Sonle,  Etodght,  Standifcr,  John  Thomson,  Verfdanck, 
Ward,  Wardwell,  Wayne,  Weeks,  Campbell,  F. 
White,  Worthington— 91. 

So  the  bill  was  rcgected. 

Presidential  MeeUen — C<»inting  the  VoUt. 

The  hour  of  one  having  arrived,  the  Senate 
attended  in  the  hall  of  the  House  of  Bepresent- 
atives — the  President  of  the  Senate  taking  the 
.  ohur  of  the  House — and  in  the  presence  of  the 
two  Houses  proceeded  to  open  the  votes  of 
the  Electors  in  the  several  States  for  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States.  Messrs. 
Gbundt,  of  the  Senate,  and  Dkatton  and  HuB- 
BAKD,  of  the  House  cf  Bepresentattves,  acted 
as  a  committee  to  read  and  enumerate  the 
votes;  and  the  whole  haraig  been  gone  throngh, 
thexenlt  was  Mcertaiiwd  to  be  as  follows: 
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BtaUmetti  of  the  votes  for  Pretident  and  Viet  Pren- 
detU  of  the  Uniitd  Statetf  for  four  yean,  from  the 
4th  of  March,  1833. 


»  UalBB. 
f  H««r  Uuepahire, 
*  JVMWMitnrrwit  t  n. 

40  itVflMTl'^BU, 


Ilia, 

S  BUMtb  ChrolEni, 


]fi 


US 


11 


Vote  for  Prendent  of  the  United  Statea. 
For  Andrew  Jacksoo,  of  Tenneane,       -  219 
For  Henry  Clay,  of  Kentucky,       -      -  49 
For  John  Hoyd,  of  Virginia,         -      -  11 
For  William  Wirt,  of  Maryland,     -      -  T 

Vote  for  Viet  Pretident  of  the  United  Statet. 
For  Martin  Tan  Bureo,  of  Ifevr  Tork,  -  189 
For  John  Servant,  of  PeDnsylraoia,  -  49 
For  William  WiUdoi,  of  Peniuylrania,  -  30 
For  Amoa  Elbnaker,  of  Pennsylvania,  7 
For  Henry  Lee,  of  MasBacbusetta,  -      •  11 

Whereapon,  the  Pre^deut  of  tho  Senate  pro- 
claimed that  Andrew  Jaoxson,  of  Teoneasee, 
haTiDg  a  minority  oi  the  whole  number  of  votes, 
was  elected  Prerident  of  the  United  States  for 
fotir  years,  from  the  4th  day  of  March  next ; 
and  that  Martin  Van  Bcben,  of  Kew  York, 
having  a  majonty  of  votes  therefor,  was  elected 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States  for  the 
same  term. 

Hie  Senate  then  withdrew,  and  the  House 
a^oum^ 


Fbidat,  Febmary  23. 

Death  <iftheB^trtaantaHv»y  JmmZmt^  Jr.^  &q, 

Mr.  HoFniAN  row,  and  arnioaooed  to  the 
Honeo  the  deoease  d  Jaiuu  Lest,  Jt^  a  member 


of  the  Honse  of  Representatives  from  the  State 
of  New  York.  After  some  appropriate  remarks, 
Mr.  H.  snlHDitted  the  following  resolutioni^ 
which  were  onanimonsly  adopted : 

1.  Reeelvedt  That  the  membeia  of  thia  Houia 
will  testify  tbdr  respect  for  the  memoir  of  Janes 
Lest,  deceased,  late  a  member  of  thia  House  from 
the  State  of  New  York,  by  wearing  crape  on  the 
left  arm  for  the  remainder  of  the  present  Beseion 
of  CoRgrcBB. 

2.  Jieiolved,  That  this  House  will  attend  the 
funeral  of  the  late  James  Lbkt  to-morrow,  at 
eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  that  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  take  order  for,  and  to  superintend,  the 
said  funeral. 

8.  Retolved,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the 
Senate,  to  notify  that  body  of  the  death  of  Jauxs 
Lent,  late  a  member  of  this  Honse,  and  that  hia 
funeral  will  take  place  to-morrow  at  devu  o'dook. 

The  House  then  a^oomed. 


MoiTDAT,  Fehmary  26. 
Menage  from  the  PretiderU, 

Washikoton,  F«inmy  SS,  1888. 
To  the  House  of  Beprteentatitet : 

1  transmit  herewith,  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Honse,  a  letter  from  General  I^fayette  to  the  Seo- 
reury  of  Sute,  with  the  petition  which  came  en- 
closed in  it  of  the  Counts  d'Ambuceac  and  Ma- 
dame de  la  Ocoee,  gnuid-daiii^ten  of  Matahal  Connt 
Rochambeau,  and  original  documents  in  soi^Kirt 
thereof,  praying  compensatioB  for  services  rendered 
by  the  Count  to  tho  United  States  during  the  revolu- 
tionary war ;  together  with  translations  of  the  same. 
And  I  trannmit,  with  the  same  view,  the  petition 
of  Messrs.  de  Fontcnille  de  Jeaumoitt  and  de  Rossig- 
nol  Grandmont,  praying  compensation  for  services 
rendered  by  them  to  the  United  States  in  the  French 
amy,  and  during  the  same  war,  with  original  pa> 
pers  in  support  thereof;  all  received  through  the 
same  channel,  together  with  translationa  of  the 
same.  ANDREW  JACKSON. 

The  Message,  with  the  petitions  and  pfl{)er^ 
was  referred  to  the  Oommittee  on  Bevolntion- 
ary  Claims. 

The  Honse  arrived  at  the  Senate's  bill  fiuiher 
to  enforce  the  collection  of  tiie  revenne. 

Mr.  Gabsoh  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  a  Oom- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
He  made  this  motion,  because  he  thought  that 
on  a  question  ct  so  mnoh  importance  the  fullest 
and  freest  disonssion  ought  to  be  allowed.  The 
present  measure  was  uf  a  similar  character  to 
one  already  reported  npon  by  the  Jndiciary 
Committee  of  that  House,  and  whioti  had  been 
consigned  to  the  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union ;  consistency,  therefore, 
demanded  that  the  bill  before  them  should  be 
retired  to  the  same  committee.  If  it  went  at 
OQoe  to  the  House,  the  previous  question  might 
be  called,  and  all  deliberation  oat  off.  Mr.  C. 
oonclDded  by  deprecating  the  present  bill  as  of 
a  more  despotic  character  thui  the  aUen  aai 
8editi<m  law. 
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Mr,  Watnb  wished  it  to  be  atiderBtood,  that 
when  gentlemen  designated  the  bill  as  one 
which  was  calculated  to  dissolve  the  Union,  as 
a  bloody  bill,  and  bo  on,  they  misrepresented  it 
grossly.  lie  had  hoped  that  Bomettiing  would 
have  been  done  to  compoae  the  coantry ;  and 
probably  his  iKwes  woald  have  been  Torlfied, 
if  the  action  of  the  Hooae  had  not  been  delayed 
by  the  death  of  a  member.  Why,  be  asked, 
should  that  important  measure  be  now  eetawle, 
and  another  subetitntedt  But  it  seemed  as  if 
it  was  not  intended  that  the  tariff  bill  should 
pass.  The  time  had  now  arrived  when  men 
ought  to  act  tt^tber  for  one  common  object — 
to  liare  the  tariff  reduced,  and  the  country 
pacified.  lie  knew  sucli  a  disposition  to  exist 
on  the  part  of  a  sufficient  nnmber  of  members, 
althongn  others  would  not  mfEav  tlie  bill  to 
pass. 

Mr.VAKSBr  R.  DaTis  said  the  House  would 
do  him  the  Jnstioe,  and  those  with  whom  he 
acted,  to.owD  that  they  were  in  no  way  re- 
■poDuble  fur  the  soul-pace  of  the  tariff  bill ; 
they  had  not  impeded  it  by  the  fiivolous  amend- 
ments alluded  to,  or  by  propositions  of  any 
sort.  They  acquiesced  in  and  followed  the 
SQggestiona  of  fheuds  on  this  floor,  and  remain- 
ed Mlent  on  this  deeply  interesting  subject,  test 
to  their  participation  in  the  debate  should  be 
attributed  whatever  of  a  dilatory  or  stormy 
character  it  might  assume.  You  have  all  wit- 
nessed, he  said,  that  we  submitted  in  silence  to 
the  reading  and  discnasion  of  public  documents, 
containing  false,  malicious,  and  defamatory  li- 
bels on  the  State  and  pecmle of  South  Carolina; 
to  luignage  of  oontnmev  and  reproach  upon 
onr  pablic  ftinctionaries,  (friends  whom  we 
dearly  lore,)  that  shot  like  fiery  arrows  through 
our  v^Sw  Tet  we  were  dumb.  Still  more,  sir, 
the  bitter  cup  was  not  yet  full — it  might  not 
eren  Urns  pass.  We  felt  it  our  duty  to  let  tlie 
sacrifice  be  complete.  We  remained  in  our 
places,  we  kept  our  seats,  and  bore  the  torture. 
You  all  knew,  from  the  beginning  of  the  session, 
that  such  would  be  our  course ;  yet  we  were 
buted  at  the  starL  What  friendly  voice  of 
truth  or  justice  heard  in  onr  vindication 
during  those  hours,  days,  weeks,  of  burning 
agony?  What  did  we  hear  from  those  who 
ought  to  have  defended  nsi  Why,  tiiat  South 
OaroUna  was  precipitate  I  After  ten  years  of 
ttetitioo,  prayer,  uid  suffering ;  after  witness- 
uig  all  onr  Bontoern  nster  States  taken  np  last 
summer  with  the  presidential  election,  as  if  die 
shirt  of  Nessos  were  not  upon  their  backs. 
Precipitate  I  away  with  such  stuff  and  nonsense. 
And  what,  sir,  do  we  now  see  f    The  tariff 

auestion,  that  has  been  creeping,  loitering, 
rivelling,  dragging  itself  through  six  weeks  of 
the  session ;  the  very  bill  we  were  desirous  to 
abstain  from  discussing,  lest  we  might  shake 
too  rudely  the  leaves  of  its  olive  branch— a  bill 
entitled,  by  all  parliamentary  right  and  usage, 
to  preoedenoe,  is  to  be  shoved  aidde,  and  this 
&«bnuid  to  be  flong  before  it.  Why]  Be- 
cause, forsooth,  the  Praddent  wills  it  1  And 


[H.  or  B. 

by  whom  is  the  attempt  made  to  snbstitute 
this  sword  in  the  place  of  the  olive  branch  I 
By  the  organs  and  fast  friends  of  the  President 
on  this  floor.  Can  I  be  mistaken  ?  That  I  may 
not  be,  I  desire  now  to  ask  of  the  honorable 
chfurman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  (if  he  be 
in  the  House),  I  do  not  see  him  in  his  seat— 
[Here  Ur.  Bnu.  row  from  a  difibrent  part  of  the 
House,]  to  ask,  and  the  terms  of  fbnuer  kind- 
ness between  ns  entitle  me  to  a  cuidid  answer, 
whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the  par^  with 
which  he  acta,  to  give  precedence  and  pr^r* 
ence  to  the  bill  for  collecting  revenue. 

Mr.  Bkll,  of  Tennessee,  w*onld  answer  the 
qoestion  in  the  same  spirit  of  candor  in  whit^ 
it  was  asked ;  it  was  desired  to  have  this  meas- 
ure passed  as  soon  as  practicable,  and,  for  that 
purpose,  to  give  it  precedence.  He  exonerated 
the  delegation  of  South  Carolina  from  all  re- 
aponsibihly  for  the  delay  of  the  tariff  bill,  ai^ 
approved  their  course  on  the  occadon. 

Then,  sud  Mr.  Datis,  we  nnderstand  it  now. 
The  Present  is  impaUent  to  wreak  hU  ven- 
geance  on  South  C&mrfina.  Be  it  so.  Pass 
your  measure,  sir;  unchain  yonr  tiger;  let  loose 
yonr  war  io^  as  soon  as  yon  please.  I  know 
the  people  you  de«re  to  war  on.  They  awut 
you  wim  unflinching,  unshrinking,  unblanching 
firmness.  I  know  full  well  the  State  yon  strike 
at.  She  is  deeply  enshrined  in  as  warm  affec- 
tions, brave  hearts,  and  high  minds,  as  ever 
formed  a  living  rampart  for  public  liberty. 
They  will  receive  this  bill,  sir,  whether  you 
pass  the  other  or  not,  with  scorn  and  indigna- 
tion, and  detestation.  They  never  will  subnut 
to  it  They  wUl  see  in  it  the  iron  crown  at 
Charlemwne  placed  upon  the  bead  of  your  £x- 
ecntive ;  uiey  will  see  in  it  the  scene  upon  the 
Lupercal,  vamped  up  and  newly  varnished; 
they  will  see  in  its  hideous  features  of  pains 
and  penalties  a  declaration  of  war  in  all  but  its 
form;  Uiey  cannot  (for  they  are  the  best  in- 
formed people  on  the  f^  of  the  earth,  or  that 
ever  have  been  on  it,  on  the  great  principles  of 
civil  and  political  liberty)  but  see  in  it  the  utter 
prostration  and  demolition  of  State  rights,  State 
constitutions,  ay,  and  of  the  federal  constitu- 
tion too.  But,  say  genUemen,  and  I  am  sur- 
prised at  their  blindness  and  hardihood,  it  is 
all  a  mistake ;  it  is  a  mere  bill  for  collecting 
the  revenue — intended  for  the  preservation  m 
peace,  and  to  prevent  civil  war.  Civil  war 
with  whom  ?  Sir,  all  usurpations  are  attempt- 
ed on  su()h  mild,  lovely,  and  benevolent  pre- 
texts as  tliese.  Peace,  is  it  ?  Shame,  Shame  I 
Yon  pour  fire  and  brimstone  on  our  heads,  and 
bid  us,  in  the  language  of  a  departed  friend, 
"  Be  quiet ;  it  is  Macassar  oil — myrrh — frankin- 
cense !  "  You  tell  us,  with  this  bill  of  pains 
and  penalties,  of  army,  and  navy,  and  militia 
in  your  fist,  that  it  is  a  mere  matter  of  revenue 
collection ;  a  very  qalet,  peaceable  affair.  You 
collect  taxes  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  and 
call  it  civil  process  1 

I  have  intimated,  and  I  repeat,  that  I  will 
not  oppose  the  taking  np  this  bill  by  any  indi- 
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rect  means ;  I  am  ready  to  meet  and  expose  its 
deformity ;  I  only  ask  that  yoo  will  not  gag  ns 
vitb  yonr  previons  qausUon.  VonobsAfe  me 
that,  yon  may  go  yonr  ways ;  bnt  that  yon  can 
appW  the  gag,  is  bat  too  manifest,  ^noe  the 
oorcual  janotion  pro  tant»  of  tvo  hostile  par- 
ties; the  one  opposed  to  the  Prerideot,  and 
Tho  declares  that  be  is  not  worthy  of  his  office, 
or  of  the  trast  and  confidenee  of  the  ooontry ; 
and  another  that  seems  willing  to  grant  him 
any  thing  he  asks. 

I  heard  a  gentleman  somewhere  near  me  say 
that  the  whole  question  is  one  of  dollars  and 
cents.  To  be  snre,  it  is  the  very  gist  and  mar- 
row of  it ;  if  it  wete  not  that  there  were  snch 
things  as  Southern  dollars  and  cents,  we  woald 
never  have  heard  the  qnestion  made ;  the  ne- 
farioos  system  wonld  never  have  grown  ap. 
All  governmental  oppressions,  exaoUons,  and 
tjrnuuy  thronghoat  the  worid,  and  throngh  all 
time,  have  been  perpetrated  for  the  dollars  and 
the  cents  of  honest  people,  earned  by  the  sweat 
of  tlieir  brow,  for  Uie  purpose  of  giving  them 
to  the  powerfnl  or  rogaeish,  who  did  not  ewn 
Ihem.  If,  however,  it  ia  meant  to  say  that 
South  Osrolina  makes  a  question  of  the  mere 
amount,  tlie  more  or  less,  to  be  contribnted  for 
the  support  of  the  Glovemment,  the  short  an* 
swer  is,  it  is  not  true.  What  does  her  bright 
and  glorioas  history  tell  you  I  To  coin  her 
heart  for  money ;  to  drop  her  blood  for 
dr&ohmsl  Her  objection  is  to  your  taking 
her  dollars  and  cents,  not  for  the  support  ^ 
the  Qovemment  she  jointly  made  with  her 
dster  States,  bat  tac  the  purpose  of  putting 
them  in  your  pockets,  or  of  the  people  or  States 
•  yon  represent.  The  amount,  even  then,  she 
might  have  borne  as  a  temporary  injnstioe,  had 
you  not  declared  it  a  perpetuity.  The  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  (Mr.  Watnb)  has  informed 
us  that  this  bill  will  be  harmless,  as  a  tariff 
project,  not  yet  submitted,  will  certainly  be 
adopted,  that  ia  better  than  either  yet  proposed. 
I  am  delighted  to  hear  it ;  but  why,  in  the 
name  of  liberty,  is  it  not  offered  to  us  instead 
of  this  outrage  on  the  constitution  ?  Why  arm 
the  President  with  powers  so  dangerous  to 
peace  and  freedom ;  and  ia  the  face  of  a  re- 
corded refusal  by  your  predecessors  to  give  the 
pacific  civilian,  the  mild,  virtuous,  humane  Jef- 
fbreoD,  the  much  lesser  power  of  snspendingthe 
hdbaa»  eorpua  act  ?  Is  this  tiling  so  coveted  by, 
and  gratifying  to  the  President  ?  Is  this  bloody 
biU,  this  Boston  port  bill,  so  delightful  to  him 
that  it  is  to  be  preferred  to  that  which  is  stud 
to  be  pacificatory  ?  Why,  sir,  if  he  must  be 
gratified — must  be  amused  and  pleasurably 
employed,  buy  him  a  tee-to-tnm,  or  some  other 
harmless  toy,  but  do  not  give  hira  the  purse 
and  sword  of  the  naticm,  the  army  and  navy, 
and  whole  military  power  of  tjie  coontry,  as 
peaceful  playthings  to  be  nsed  at  his  discretion. 
Ity  however,  this  bill  must  pass;  if  there  be  no 
snbstitnte  so  palatable  as  blood,  I  withdraw  my 
opposition  to  its  being  taken  up,  and  only  tu&. 
the  privilege  of  es^ming  its  details;  althongh 
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I  clearly  see  that  the  interested  passions  on  one 
side,  and  a  supple  subservieocy  on  imother, 
will  ensure  its  panage  by  a  very  large  m^ority. 
In  what  I  have  sud,  no  individual  iuln8i<Hi  was 
pretended :  I  fired  at  the  flock.  Uy  aUusion 
was  to  a  state  of  things  as  notorions  as  noon- 
day. Our  situation  Is  peculiar,  and  some  allow- 
ances should  be  made.  Our  representatives  on 
tins  floor  are  small  in  number.  Our  people 
love  honor  as  they  do  liberty :  both  have  been 
assailed.  We  valae  highly  the  opinion  of  the 
wise  and  good ;  many,  very  many  of  whom  we 
recc^tze  in  the  ranks  of  our  adversaries.  It  is 
when  they  show  a  disbelief  or  suspicion  of  the 
integrity  of  our  purposes,  or  purity  of  oor  mo- 
tives, that  we  feel  the  iron  enter  our  hearts. 

One  word,  sir,  to  the  gentleman  over  the 
way — entirely  over  the  way— who  says  tins 
bill  is  necessary,  beoanse  South  OaroliaA  has 
not  yet  repealed  her  ordinance.  *'Ha8  not 
yet,"  I  presume,  means,  notwithstanding  the 
FVesident's  proclamation.  E^r,  Sonth  Oarolina 
has  received  the  insolent  mandate  of  the  Pres- 
ident commanding  her  to  retrace  her  steps,  tear 
from  her  archives  one  of  the  brightest  pages  of 
her  glory,  and  alter  the  fundamental  principles 
of  her  constitution ;  and  she  sends  nim  back 
for  answer  (through  her  humble  representa- 
tives) the  message  sent  from  Utioa  to  Giasar — 

"Bid  him  dfsbandhii  leglou; 
Beitore  tb«  commonwnlUi  to  Ubeilr ; 
Submit  bla  utloiu  to  the  pnbllo  Miwun^ 
Abide  the  Jodgmeut  of  %  Somu  SenMa, 
And  strive  to  gilB  the  pudon  of  tho  paq^" 

That,  sir,  is  her  answer. 

Introdvetion  of  the  Senate  Oompnmite  Tariff 
biU  into  tAtf  House:  motion  to  make  it.  a 
Mouee  meature  by  ttriking  out  the  whole  of 
Mr.  VeTvianoU'ebUl,  Tariff  bill,  and  iruerting 
the  tehote  of  the  Senate  hUl  a*  an  amendment, 
Mr.  Lbtohbb  moved  to  strike  out  all  the  bill 

after  the  enacting  clause,  and  to  insert  another 

bill  in  lien  thereof,  [the  bill  introduced  in  the 

Senate  by  Mr.  Clay.] 
This  being  objected  to, 
Mr.  Lkiohbb  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to 

the  Oommittee  of  the  Whole,  witii  instructions 

to  repwl  his  lull  to  the  House. 
Mr,  Tatlok,  Kr.  Abxold,  and  Mr.  Davis,  of 

Massachuflett^  rose  together  to  adc  for  the 

yeas  aud  naye,  which  were  ordered,  and  the 

motion  was  agreed  to :  Yeas  06,  nays  fi4. 
The  question  being  stated  on  engroasiDg  the 

new  bill, 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Massachusetts,  rose  and  said : 
Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  approve  of  hasty  legisla- 
tion under  any  circumstances,  but  it  is  especi^- 
ly  to  be  deprecated  in  matters  of  great  impor- 
tance. That  this  is  a  measure  of  great  impor- 
tance, affecting,  more  or  less,  the  entire  popnla- 
ti(Hi  of  the  United  Statu,  will  not  be  denied, 
and  ought,  therefore,  la  be  matured  with  oare^ 
uid  well  understood  by  every  gentieman  who 
votes  upon  it.  And  yet,  air,  a  copy  has,  for  the 
first  time,  been  laid  npon  our  taMes^  ainoe  I  rose 
to  addrees  yon ;  «nd  ttais  is  the  first  c^portonity 
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ve  have  bad  even  to  read  it  I  hope  others 
feel  well  prepared  to  act  in  this  precipitate 
manner;  but  I  am  obliged  to  acknowledge  I 
do  not ;  for  I  hold  even  the  best  of  intentions 
wiU  not,  in  legislation,  ezonse  the  errors  of 
haste. 

I  am  aware  that  tills  measure  aflsames  an  im- 
potdng  attitude.  It  is  called  a  bill  of  compro- 
aoise ;  a  measnre  of  harmony,  of  conoillation ; 
a  meaaore  to  heal  disafliactifm,  and  to  save 
the  Unicn.  Sir,  I  am  awwa  (n  the  Impo^ng 
effect  of  these  bland  tities;  men  lo^e  to  be 
thought  geoerons,  noble,  magnanimons;  bat 
they  oaght  to  be  equally  anzions  to  acquire 
the  repntation  of  being  just.  While  they  are 
aaxioaa  to  compose  difficulties  in  one  direciion, 
I  entreat  them  not  to  oppress  and  wrong  the 
people  In  another.  In  their  efforts  to  save  the 
Uidon,  I  hope  their  zeal  will  not  go  so  far  as  to 
ereate  stronger  and  better  founded  discontents 
than  those  £ey  compose.  Peacemakers,  medi- 
atora,  men  who  allay  e»»tements,  and  tran- 
quillize pablio  feeling,  should,  above  all  oonsid- 
oatlons,  study  to  do  it  by  means  not  oflfensive 
to  the  ooutending  parties,  by  means  which  will 
not  inflict  a  deeper  wound  than  the  one  which 
is  healed.  Sir^  what  is  demanded  by  those  that 
tiiruten  the  integrity  of  the  Union  ?  An  aban< 
donment  the  American  system ;  a  formal  re- 
nnnciation  of  the  right  to  protect  American 
industry.  This  is  the  language  of  the  nullifi' 
cation  convention ;  they  declare  they  regard 
the  abandonment  of  the  principle  as  vastly 
more  important  than  any  other  matter;  they 
look  to  that,  and  not  to  an  abatement  of  duties 
withoat  it ;  and  the  gentlranan  from  South 
Oarolina,  (Mr.  Datib,)  with  his  nsnal  fkwnkness. 
told  na  tiiis  morning  it  was  not  a  question  of 
d<dlun  and  cents;  the  money  they  regarded 
not,  bat  they  required  a  change  of  policy. 
They  demand  tiie  pound  of  flesh,  with  the  un- 
yielding obstinacy  of  Shylock,  and  they  re- 
qoire  this  Hoose  to  apply  the  knife  nearest  to 
tiie  heart;  and  shall  it  be  cat  away }  Is  it  pa- 
triotic ?  Is  it  harmonizing  public  feeling  ?  Is 
it  saving  the  Union  to  drain  out  the  life-blood  ? 
'What  is  this  bill?  I  will  not  say  it  goes  at 
once  to  such  extremities,  but  it  seems  to  me  to 
contuu  a  principle  which  works  an  anqualtfied 
abandonment  of  the  protective  policy,  unless 
changes  peater  than  we  have  a  right  to  look 
toe  utall  take  place  in  oar  condition. 

It  proposes  to  descend,  by  a  reduction,  once 
in  two  years,  of  two-tenths  of  the  excess  of 
duties  over  and  above  twenty  per  cent,  for 
neariy  eight  years.  It  then  proposes  to  divide 
the  residue  of  sach  excess,  into  two  equal  parts, 
and  to  remove  the  whole  in  two  years,  so  that 
all  duties  on  all  imports  will  be  run  down  to  a 
level  of  twenty  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  in  be- 
tween nine  and  ten  years.  The  first  part  of  the 
descent  may  be  termed  gradual;  but  in  the 
last  two  years,  the  strides  are,  I  fear,  decidedly 
too  long  to  be  met  by  any  preparation  for 
th«D.  Our  co'urse  then  is  down  hill  during 
tida  time,  wearing  out  the  American  system ; 


[EI.  or  B. 

and  when  we  arrive  at  the  foot,  we  pass  out 
from  under  the  protection  of  that  parental  ben- 
efactor, and  place  ourselves  under  the  gaar- 
diansbip  of  the  Carolina  system.  I  say  from  the 
American  to  the  Carolina  system,  because  du- 
ties which  are  now  below  20  per  cent,  are  to 
be  raised  to  that  amount,  and  all  free  articles, 
with  the  exception  of  an  unimportant  Wet  of 
dyestuffii,  are  to  be  sutfjeetod  toaoties.  Duties 
are,  therefore,  at  the  end  d  oar  detdlvitoos 
course,  to  &11  on  all  imjMHied  merdiandtse  at 
an  equal  rate  of  twenty  pv  oent.  This  is  the 
CaroliDa  system. 

What  will  be  the  effect  of  this  bill?  The 
protection  will  be  diminished  from  year  to 
year.  This  will  check  the  operations  of  capi- 
tal ;  it  will,  I  fear,  stop  investments,  if  it  does 
not  crash  that  enterprising,  valuable  clow  of 
young  men  who  have  entered  upon  bnsiness,  re- 
lying npon  their  industry  and  capacity  to  carry 
them  forward.  They  are  in  debt,  and  I  fear 
timid  creditors  may  fiaU  upon  tbem.  Badness 
then  will  he  bron^t  to  a  stand  at  any  rate,  and, 
if  bankrupteies  ensue,  will  be  £min  wied.  This 
is  precisely  what  some  interested  in  manu&e- 
turing  are  selfish  enough  to  desire,  for  tbey 
have  money ;  wages  will  be  cheaper,  if  a  por- 
tion of  the  mills  cease  to  run,  and  no  new  ones 
are  erected,  and  the.  capitalists  will,  by  this 
means,  in  the  end,  ^in  more  by  a  dimination 
in  the  competition  in  business,  and  the  redac- 
tion in  wages,  than  they  will  lose  by  the  redac- 
tion in  duties,  Bnt,  sir,  this  is  a  policy  founded 
in  such  naked  selfishness ;  it  is  built  up  so  man- 
ifestly at  the  expense  of  those  who  have  small 
capital,  and  of  the  laborers ;  it  is  bo  hostile  to 
tiie  first  principles  of  {nwtection  which  invite 
the  free  investment  of  capital  from  all  quarters, 
that  goods  may  be  made  cheap  by  the  compe- 
titirat,  and  the  public  be  thus  benefited,  that  no 
friend  of  American  labor  can  give  it  bis  appro- 
bation on  that  groand.  It  may  answer  for  a 
time  the  purposes  of  a  few,  if  it  operates  as  they 
anticipate ;  bat  should  this  prove  so,  it  will  be 
an  unanswerable  argument  with  the  pablio  for 
disapproving  of  it,  for  the  causes  which  will 
make  the  measure  valuable  to  some,  will  make 
it  injarious  to  the  public. 

Again,  sir,  I  can  vote  for  no  bill  which  aban< 
dons  protection.  I  think  tiiis  does.  It  adopts 
the  Ci^lina  system  fen-  equalizing  duties,  by 
brining  them  all  to  20  per  oent.  It  abandons 
the  exercise  of  all  right  to  discriminate,  and  in 
that,  give  me  leave  to  say,  abfuidons  common 
sense,  for  the  system  of  equalization  has  never, 
to  my  knowledge,  until  now,  found  an  advo- 
cate among  financiers  or  political  economists. 
It  is,  however,  a  vei^r  ounuinfifly-devised  plan, 
and  worthy  of  its  origin,  (GaUstin,  in  the  free 
trade  rexmrt,)  for  it  contains  a  sweet  poison 
that  will  destroy  the  last  remnant  of  protection. 
Who  ever  heard  of  so  absurd  a  system  as  equal- 
izing duties  f  What,  impose  the  same  duties  on 
ardent  spirits  as  upon  tea  and  coffee  I  But  why 
do  the  free  traders  desire  an  equalization  t  Why 
do  they  intist  that  the  dnty  on  hats,  m  shoes 
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and  boots,  oq  leather,  od  scythes,  hoes  and 
axes,  shall  be  redaced  to  20  pier  cent  I  Wbj 
do  they  at  the  same  time  iasist  that  there  sbaU 
be  a  doty  of  SO  per  oeat  oa  tea  aad  coffee,  ^p- 
peTj  spioes,  fraiti,  and  a  tiionsand  other  uuoga 
whioh  we  do  not,  and  nerer  lAall  produce,  and 
which  are  now  free  of  doty  T  It  is  to  level  all 
protection  with  the  dost.  They  start  with  the 
proposidon  that  the  public  debt  is  pud,  that 
we  have  too  much  revenae,  and  it  most  be  re- 
duced. We  have  always  contended,  not  that 
the  revenue  shall  not  be  reduced,  for  we  are 
not  the  advocates  of  an  accnmnlating  sarplus, 
but  that  it  shall  be  reduced  by  letting  goods  in 
free,  or  by  dlmiuishins  the  amount  of  duty 
when  the  whole  oannotoe  spared,  and  that^thU 
principle  shall  be  e(>plied  to  merchaDdise'not 
produced  in  this  country,  that  our  labor  may 
have  Hie  benefit  of  the  reveitne  as  a  protection. 
While  we  contend  that  the  revenue  shall  be 
levied  in  this  manner,  the  free  traders  inust 
that  aotliiug  shall  be  free,  and  that  the  doty  on 
all  Bfaall  be  alike.  The  revenaes  say  they,  is  too 
abundant,  and  must  be  redaced.  The  bill  be- 
fore OS,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Heani,  is  for  that  purpose.  What  a  happy 
mode  of  reducing  the  revenue,  to  dimiaish  the 
duty  on  hats,  shoes,  boots,  leather,  axes,  &c, 
from  80  per  cent  and  more,  to  20  per  cent, 
when  the  articles  are  so  entire^  produced  here, 
uitder  the  oresent  protection,  that  none  are  im- 
ported, ana  no  revenue  is  reoUzed.  Is  not  tiie 
direct  aad  obvious  effect  of  such  a  reduction  an 
experiment,  to  see  if  the  fbreign  arddes  cannot 
be  introduced^  and  the  revenue  increased  in- 
stead of  diminished  f  It  is  a  still  more  singolar 
mode  of  reducing  revenue  to  restore  the  duties 
on  articles  which  are  free.  Sir,  the  farmers, 
the  mechanics,  the  manufactarers,  cannot  be 
blind  to  such  an  insidious  scheme.  They  will 
not  fail  to  discover  that  the  reductions  of  duty 
on  a  vast  variety  of  articles  produced  wholly 
in  this  country  are  mode  under  a  false  pretence 
of  reducing  the  revenue ;  and  that  the  restora- 
tion of  duties  to  free  articles  is  also  made  under 
the  delusive  pretence  ai  maldng  taxes  more 
equaL  It  will  not  escape  their  observation  that 
this  crafty  plan  of  reducing  revenae  is  wporent- 
ly  devised  for  the  purpose  of  overstockmg  the 
treasury,  uid  creating  a  surplus  from  year  to 
year,  so  as  to  call  forfurtiier  and  ftirtiier  reduc- 
tions, till  you  come,  as  the  politicians  of  Soath 
Carolina  declare  you  shall,  to  twelve  and  a  half 
percent.  Is  itnotpMnth^anequalizationgives 
the  least  protection  which  indostry  can  possibly 
have,  unless  you  make  the  duties  on  articles 
which  we  do  not  produce,  higher  than  you  rate 
them  on  such  as  we  do  produce  ?  When  you 
luive  arrived  at  twenty  per  cent,  if  there  is  a 
surplus,  you  have,  I  believe,  the  right  to  dis- 
criminate below  that :  but  of  wliat  value  is  such 
a  right?  Twenty  per  cent,  ad  valorem  upon 
the  foreign  cost ;  what  Is  that  t  Go  to  the  offi- 
cers of  Uie  custom-bouse  in  New  York,  who 
wituess  the  daily  frauds  and  impositions  of  im- 
porters. Go  to  the  head  of  that  estabtishmeat, 
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who,  it  is  sud,  declared  openly  in  this  city,  it 
was  a  railroad  for  legalized  smuggling,  and  in- 
quire what  a  twenty  per  cent  ad  valorem  duty, 
or  any  other  ad  valorem  duty,  is.  And  if  they 
tell  you  the  tnUh,  it  will  be.  that  it  Is  what- 
ever the  importw  chooses  to  have  it. 

This  bill,  after  we  have  made  our  descent, 
/<u»lu  detoenMU  Avemi^  carries  us  into  the  free 
trade  system,  whioh  may  be  summed  up  under 
three  heads: 

1.  All  ^lecific  duties  are  abolished,  and  all 
duties  are  to  be  ad  valorem ;  all  free  traders, 
and  especially  the  Yorkshire  men  and  Lanca- 
shire men  of  England,  have  always  earnestly 
contraded  for  this.  For  what  reason,  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  inuu^e,  unless  it  is  because  frauds  are 
perpetratea  with  greater  facility. 

2.  All  duties  are  to  be  equal,  and  to  be  as- 
sessed upon  all  imports,  except  a  few  articles  of 
littie  importance,  and  consequentiy  the  discrim- 
inati^  principle  is  abwdoned. 

8.  The  gradual  reduction  which  is  professedly 
made  to  raduce  revenue,  is  wplied  to  all  arti- 
cles, as  well  those  on  which  no  revenue  is 
raised,  as  those  which  produce  revenue ;  thus 
tending,  by  every  reduction,  to  bring  the  Amer- 
ican producer  into  greater  peril  at  every  step. 
If  thu  be  not  a  tota^  unqualified  abandonment 
of  the  protective  policTt  unless  twenty  per 
cent  is  protective^  tnen  I  know  not  what  is  an 
abandonment  The  bill,  it  is  true,  provides 
that  after  we  oome  to  the  twenty  per  cent  ad 
valorem,  the  duty  is  to  be  assessed  on  the  val- 
uation in  the  home  market  About  the  mean- 
ing of  tiiia,  however,  there  is  already  a  dispute. 
The  South  say  it  means  the  price  of  tiie  goods 
by  the  duties  and  charges;  that  is,  it  means 
the  foreign  coat:  and  a  distinguished  gcntie- 
man  declared  in  debate  distinctly,  tiiat  he  sup- 
ported the  bill  upon  that  exposition  of  its 
meaning.  If  this  be  a  true  inteipretation,  the 
provision  is  worth  nothing.  That  valuation  is 
to  be  regulated  by  law,  according  to  the  terms 
of  the  bOl,  and  what  that  regnl^uHi  will  prove 
to  be,  no  one  can  foresee. 

Sir,  I  regret  that  dlsoontent  and  ^gus  of  vio- 
lence have  maiufssted  themselves  in  this  coun- 
try ;  but  I  am  not  ^posed  to  meet  it  with  a 
faint  heart,  or  to  Mter  for  a  m(Hnent  in  support 
of  the  Union  and  constitution.  I  would  face 
these  disturbers  of  the  public  tranquillity  on 
their  own  ground,  and  accede  to  tiie  general 
proposition  that  the  revenue  shall  be  reduced 
to  the  demands  of  the  Government ;  but  the 
amount  of  expenditure  shall  be  fixed  by  Con- 
gress, and  not  by  Sooth  Carolina ;  and  the  rev- 
enue should  be  raised  in  such  a  manner  as  to 

S've  the  most  efficient  protection  to  American 
bor.  For  one,  sir,  while  I  would  do  South 
Cwolina  justice,  ample  Justice,  I  would  not  de- 
stroy the  Union  by  attempting  to  save  it  I 
would  not  bring  the  power  of  Congress  and  the 
constitution  into  coutempt,  by  establishing  a 
precedent,  that  a  little  knot  of  uneasy,  discon- 
tented politicians  can,  by  threatening  to  dis- 
solve the  Uidonf  make  the  Govenmumt  itself 
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bow  down,  humble  itself  id  the  dust,  abandon 
its  policy,  and  promise  in  Aitare  to  give  no  of- 
fence. If  these  are  the  terms  on  which  the 
nnion  exists;  if  this  QoTemment  holds  and  ez- 
ercdses  its  powers  npon  snch  contingencies  as 
these,  I  was  about  to  say,  the  sooner  the  Union 
is  at  ui  end  the  better,  for  the  mde  breath  of 
treason  will  dissolve  it  at  any  moment  Bat. 
sir,  whether  Sonth  Carolina  is  well  or  ill 
pleased,  whether  she  declares  herself  in  or  oat 
of  the  Union,  I  am  not  prepared,  on  any  com- 

fromise,  to  tfive  aj»the  protective  policy ;  and 
do  contend  that  an  eqaalizaUon  of  duties  as 
low,  or  lower,  than  twenty  per  cent,  protection, 
is  incompatible.  Yes,  when  you  sorrcnder  the 
ri^t  to  akertoiinate,  you  surrender  all. 

This  is  a  biU  to  tranquillize  feeling,  to  har- 
monize fairing  opiidons;  it  is  oil  pcnired  Into 
inflamed  wounds ;  it  is  to  definitiTeiy  settle  the 
matters  of  oompl^nt.  What  assurance  have 
we  at  t3iat!  Have  those  who  threatened  the 
Union  accepted  itf  Has  any  one  here  risen  in 
his  place,  and  announced  bis  satisfaction  and 
his  determination  to  abide  by  it  I  Not  a  word 
has  been  uttered,  nor  any  sign  or  assurance  of 
satisfaction  given.  Suppose  they  ahoald  vote 
for  the  bill ;  what  then  f  They  voted  for  the 
bill  of  July  last,  and  that  was  a  bill  passed  ex- 
pressly to  save  tbe  Union ;  but  did  they  not 
flont  at  it?  Did  they  not  spurn  it  with  con- 
tempt t  And  did  not  Sonth  Carolina,  in  de- 
rision  of  that  compromise,  nallify  the  law? 
This  is  a  practical  illastratioa  of  the  exercise  of 
a  philanthropic  spirit  of  condescension  to  save 
tbe  Union.  Your  foUy  and  yonr  imbecility 
was  treated  as  a  jest.  It  has  already  been  sud 
that  this  law  will  be  no  more  binding  than  any 
other,  and  may  be  sdtered  and  modified  at 
pleasure  by  any  subsequent  Legislature.  In 
what  sense  then  is  it  a  compromise!  Does 
not  a  compromise  imply  an  adjustment  on 
terms  of  agreement  f  Suppose,  then,  that 
South  Carolina  should  abide  by  the  compro- 
mise wtule  she  supp<»es  it  beDeflclal  to  the 
tariff  States  and  iqjnrions  to  her;  and  when 
that  period  shall  olose^  the  friends  ot  protection 
riiall  then  propose  to  re-estobllBb  Hho  system. 
What  honorable  man,  who  votes  for  this  bill, 
could  sustain  snoh  a  measure  ?  Would  not 
South  Carolina  say,  you  have  no  right  to 
change  this  law,  it  was  founded  on  compro- 
mise ;  yon  have  had  tbe  benefit  of  year  side 
of  the  bargain,  and  now  I  demand  mine. 
Who  could  answer  such  a  declaration!  If. 
under  such  circomstances,  you  were  to  proceed 
to  abolish  the  law,  would  not  South  Carolina 
have  much  more  just  cause  of  oompUdnt  and 
disaffection  than  she  now  has ! 

It  has  been  said,  we  ou^t  to  le^date  now, 
because  the  next  Congreas  will  be  hostile  to  the 
tariff.  I  am  aware  that  eacb  a  sentiment  has 
been  industrioudy  circulated,  and  we  have  been 
exhorted  to  escape  from  the  hands  of  that  body, 
88  fh>m  a  lion.  But,  sir,  who  knows  the  senti- 
ments of  tJiat  body  on  this  question  ?  Do  yon, 
or  does  any  one^  posMSB  any  infbrmation  which 
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jastifies  him  in  asserting  that  it  is  more  un- 
friendly than  this  House?  There  is,  in  my 
opinifm,  UtUe  known  about  this  matter.  Bat 
suppose  the  members  shall  prove  as  ferocious 
towards  the  tariff  as  those  who  profess  to  know 
their  opinions  represent,  will  the  passage 
this  bill  stop  their  action  ?  Can  you  tie  their 
hands?  Give  what  pledges  you  please,  make 
what  bargains  you  may,  and  that  body  will  act 
its  pleasure  without  respecting  them.  If  you 
fall  short  of  their  wishes  in  warring  upon  the* 
tariff,  they  will  not  stay  their  hand ;  but  all  at- 
tempts to  limit  their  power  by  abiding  compro- 
mises, will  be  considered  by  them  as  a  stim- 
ulus to  act  upon  the  sabjeot,  that  they  may 
manifest  thar  disapprobidion.  It  seems  to  me, 
therefore,  that  if  the  next  Congress  is  to  be 
feared,  we  are  pnrsaing  the  ridit  course  to 
arouse  their  jealousy,  and  excite  them  to  aetiw. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  rose  to  express  my  views  on 
this  very  important  question,  I  regret  to  say, 
without  the  slightest  preparation,  as  it  is  drawn 
before  as  at  a  very  anezpected  moment.  Bat, 
as  some  things  in  this  bill  are  at  Tariance  with 
the  principles  of  public  policy  which  I  have 
uniformly  niainUuned,  I  could  not  suffer  it  to 
pass  into  a  law  without  stating  such  olgectioiu 
as  have  hastily  occurred  to  me. 

Let  me,  however,  before  sitting  down,  be 
understood  on  one  point  I  do  not  object  to  a 
rrasonahle  adjustment  of  the  controverues 
whidi  exist  I  hare  said  repeatedly  on  this 
floor,  that  I  would  go  for  a  gradual  reduc- 
tion on  protected  articles ;  but  it  must  be 
very  gradual,  so  that  no  violence  shall  be 
done  to  business;  for  all  reduction  is  neces- 
sarily full  of  hazard.  Hy  objections  to  this  bill 
are  not  so  mnoh  against  the  first  seven  years, 
for  I  would  take  the  consequences  of  that  ex- 
periment, if  the  provisions  beyond  that  were 
not  of  that  fatal  character  which  will  at  once 
stop  all  enterprise.  But  I  do  object  to  a  com- 
promise whlcu  destines  the  East  for  the  fdtar. 
No  victim,  in  my  judgment,  is  required,  none 
is  necessary ;  and  yet  yoa  propose  to  bind  us, 
hand  and  foot,  to  pour  ont  oar  blood  upon  the 
altar,  and  sacrifioe  ns  as  a  bumt-ofibring,  to  ap- 
pease the  unnatural  and  unfounded  discontent 
of  tJie  South ;  a  discontent,  I  fear,  having  deeper 
root  than  the  tariff,  and  will  continue  wtien  that 
is  forgotten.  I  am  far  from  meaning  to  use  the 
language  of  menace,  when  I  say  such  a  com- 
promise cannot  endure,  nor  can  any  adjustment 
endure,  which  disregards  the  iuterests  and 
sports  with  the  rights  uf  a  lai^  portion  of  tbe 
people  of  the  United  States.  It  has  been  said 
that  we  slull  never  reooli  the  lowest  point  of 
reduction,  h^ore  tiie  country  will  become  sat- 
isfied of  the  folly  of  the  experiment,  and  will 
restore  the  protective  policy ;  and  it  seems  to 
me  a  lai^  number  in  this  body  act  under  the 
influence  of  that  opinion.  But  I  cannot  vote 
down  my  principles,  on  the  ground  tiiat  some 
one  may  come  ^ler  me  who  will  vote  them  up. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  done  my  duty,  in  an  im- 
perfect manner,  I  confees ;  hut  I  p«%eive  it  is 


7%e  Tkr^—Ompramtm  Silt, 


Digitized  by 


174 


ABBEDGHJSNT  OV  THB 


H.  or  R.] 


The  Tariff—Compromise  MtU. 


[TmaiABTt  1888. 


in  Tun  to  diBcuss  the  nutttf,  and  I  will  d«taia 
the  Honse  no  longer. 

Hr.  H.  Etbbbtt  asked  the  atten^n  of  the 
HoaBe  for  s  taw  miaatea.  He  ndd  he  was  nn- 
wiUiag  that  his  dissent  should  be  given  by  a 
mere  silent  vote.  The  gentleman  fironi  Ken- 
tucky (Mr.  X.xtoh£b)  had  stud  the  House  had 
had  ample  time  to  examine  the  bill,  and  he  pre- 
samed  the  minds  of  members  were  made 
up.  It  was  tme  that  the  Senate  bill  had  been 
l^d  on  th^  tables  some  days  ago :  the  amend- 
ments which  had  since  been  made  in  the  Senate 
were  adopted  in  the  bill  now  before  the  House ; 
these,  he  admitted,  had  improved  the  bill,  bat 
still  had  not  rendered  it  satisCketory  to  him. 
For  one,  Ur.  £.  said,  he  did  not  oomplida  of 
want  of  time;  he  had  formed  an  opinion,'  and 
that  opinion  he  now  rose  to  express.  He  oon- 
nderea  the  bill,  as  originally  reported  in  the 
Senate,  as  a  total,  an  abscdate  at>andonmakt  of 
tike  protective  system  after  1843 — at  best,  it 
was  but  a  lease  to  the  mannfaoturers  for  seven 
or  ei^ht  years,  or,  perh^a,  more  properly 


speaking,  a  notice  to  wind  up  their  oonoerns 
within  that  time :  their  destmction  was  slow, 
hue  sure.  The  existing  protection  was  to  go 
down,  down,  from  year  to  year,  until  the  end 
of  the  term,  when  the  existing  establishments 
were  to  be  abandoned  by  the  Government:  he 
Kli  the  existing  e^bluhmeots,  fbr  new  ones 
oonld  not  be  expeoted.  Fmdent  oe^italista 
would  not  adveDtore  in  ft  linking  ooncero. 
About  the  rame  time  was  given  that  was  al- 
lowed the  bank  to  wind  np ;  and  were  theirs  a 
mere  money  bntitoess,  they  would  have  less 
reason  to  complin;  but,  unfortunately,  their 
capital  was  fixed,  and  mast  be  sacrificed.  Fac- 
tories and  machineTj  were  of  no  value  unless 
in  operation.  The  owners  of  flocks  were  not 
in  a  mach  less  hopeless  condition.  He  repeated 
that  the  bill,  as  originally  laid  on  their  tables, 
al>aodoned,  totally  abandoned,  the  protective 
policy.  It  rednoed  all  duties  to  tiie  same  level, 
twenty  per  cent.  Even  the  principle  of  dis- 
criminating dnties  was  abandoned.  In  its 
present  form,  he  admitted  that  priniuple  was 
ndntiy  perceptible.  "  Congress  were  not  to  be 
prevented  tVom  ^tering  the  rates  of  duties  on 
articles  which  are  now  sabiect  to  a  less  duty 
than  twenty  per  cent,  in  such  manner  as  not  to 
exceed  that  rate ; "  that  is,  they  may  raise  or 
lower  the  rates  of  duties  on  the  unprotected 
articles,  but  may  not  raise  the  duties  on  the  pro- 
tected articles  above  twenty  per  cent.  This  is  the 
only  discrlminatiDg  principle  now  in  the  bill ; 
and  this,  poor  as  it  was,  he  shoold  show  was 
wlioliy  illiuory ;  that  the  wants  of  the  Govern- 
ment wonld  require  the  fliU  duty  of  twenty  per 
cent  on  tiie  nnprotected  articles.  The  change 
of  tiio  foreign  for  the  home  valoation,  he  m- 
mitted,  was  a  valaable  improvement,  tiiongh  its 
principal  value  must,  in  a  very  oonnderable  de- 
gree, if  not  wholly,  depend  on  the  regulations 
which  "may  be  hereafter  established  by  law." 
The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  had  echoed  the 
cry  of  alarm  which  had  been  heard  from 


anotiier  quarter,  that  tiie  protective  system 
was  in  danger;  that  the  next  Oongress  would 
prostrate  it,  Snch  alarms  tended  to  create  tlw 
peril  they  annonnoed.  That  system,  in  bia 

opinion,  had  no  greater  peril  to  encounter  than 
the  one  of  whi(m  St.  Paul  complied  as  the 
chief  of  perils.  He  was  wilUng  to  trost  it  to 
the  next  Congress:  they,  he  trusted,  would 
protect  the  great  interests  of  the  country. 
This  projet  hsB  come  upon  the  manufactume 
from  an  unexpected  source :  the  blow  had  not 
been  anticipated  from  that  quarter.  If  there 
should  be  a  m^ority  in  the  next  Co  agrees 
against  the  protective  pollcgr,  the  manofao* 
turers,  the  farmers  would  submit  with  what 
grace  they  may.  If  the  system  ahoold  then 
rail,  it  wonld  fall  under  the  snperior  force  of 
the  enemy.  But,  said  Mr.  E.,  the  occarion  had 
excited  feehng — l>etter,  perhapt^  suppressed 
than  altered.  He  had  he&rd  it  said,  out  of  the 
House,  that  we  were  only  bending  to  the  blast ; 
that  we  should  right  when  it  had  passed  over 
UB.  But  was  such  a  forecast  just  1  Should  not 
they  who  present,  and  they  who  accept  this 
bill  as  a  measure  of  conciliation,  do  it  in  good 
faith,  without  mental  reservations?  For  one, 
he  did  not  join  in  the  offer,  nor  would  he 
pledge  himself  or  his  constituents  to  abide  by 
it  He  wonld  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky what  wonld  be  the  finandal  operation 
ofthebill?  What  wonld  be  the  amouit  of  rev- 
emu  aooming  under  it,  partioolarly  in  1841  and 
1843 — the  period  wh«i  it  was  to  settle  down 
as  the  revenue  system  of  the  Grovemmentt 
These  were  the  periods  to  which  the  manufac- 
turers wonld  look  (he  would  not  say  they  had 
been  encouraged  to  look)  for  the.  restoration  of 
the  protective  system.  Taking  the  excessive 
importations  of  18S1  as  the  basis  of  calculation, 
the  amoant  of  the  proposed  reduction  of  duties 
on  the  protected  artides  (piling  over  twenty 
per  cent.)  would  be  nearly  twelve  millioni^ 
($11,924,000 ;)  the  whole  amonnt  of  the  ons- 
toms,  in  1841,  would  be  between  ten  and  eleven 
millions,  ($10,846,000 ;)  and  after  the  final  re- 
daction in  1842,  about  seven  millions,  ($7,368,- 
000.)  How  would  the  deficiency  of  revenue 
be  sopplied  i  The  last  section  proposes  it 
should  be  supplied  by  raising  the  duties  on  the 
datiable,  unprotected  articles  ap  to  twenty  per 
cent.  This  would  give  short  of  eight  millions, 
($7,670,000;)  making  the  whole  revenue  from 
the  customs  less  than  fifteen  millions,  ($14,947,- 
000.)  What  then  becomes  of  the  dasoriminat- 
ing  piinciple  of  protection!  If  additional  rev- 
enues are  to  be  rused,  in  what  manner  could  it 
be  done!  It  must  b«  done  mther  by  raising 
tiie  duties  on  the  protected  artiolea,  or  by  lay- 
ing duties  on  the  articles  noir  free. 

Should  this  bill  pass,  said  Hr.  K.,  he  should 
be  dmost  prepared  to  concur  in  the  opinion  he 
had  heard  expressed  in  the  House  this  morning, 
that  it  would  do  away  the  necessity  of  passing 
the  enforcing  bill.  The  duties  were  eventually 
to  come  down  to  the  same  rate  on  all  dutiable 
articlea— to  twenty  per  cent,  the  Sooth  Oqt' 
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olioA  Btaadard,  With  her  it  was  only  a  qaes- 
tioa  of  time,  nnleBS  she  shoold  still  insist  that 
there  should  be  do  articles  imported  free  of 
dntj.  This  was  ooe  of  her  unalterable  resolu- 
tions. l£r.  £.  said  he  did  not  wish  to  prolong 
the  debate.  He  had  risen  to  state  the  li^ht  in 
which  he  had  viewed  the  bill,  and  in  which  he 
thoi^ht  it  would  be  viewed  hj  the  country — as 
the  olUmata  abandonment  of  the  protecting 
policy. 

Ur.  DioKooN  also  opposed  the  bill,  and  moved 
ita  poatoonnnent  till  to-morrow.  N^;attved. 

Mr.  LnoHEB  ^ke  in  reply,  and  in  defence 
of  the  bill ;  when  the  question  was  pnt  on  en- 
grosring  the  toll  for  a  tidrd  reading^  and  car- 
ried: 

Tiis. — ^Vessrs.  Alexander,  CSdlton  AHao,  Bobert 
Allen,  Anderson,  Angel,  Archer,  John  S.  Bkrbonr, 
Barringer,  Jamea  Bfttes,  Bell,  Bergen,  Bethune, 
James  BMr,  John  BUr,  Boob,  Bouok,  Bouldin, 
Brancli,  BulUrd,  Cambreleng,  Cktt,  Chinn,  Cki- 
boroe,  day,  Clayton,  Coke,  Connor,  Corwin,  Coul- 
ter, Craig,  CreightOD,  Daiuel,  DaveDport,  Warren 
B.  Davis,  Donbleday,  Draper,  Felder,  Findlay,  Fitx- 
gerald,  Gaitber,  Gilmore,  Gordon,  Thomas  H.  Hall, 
William  Hall,  Harper,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hofiban, 
Holland,  Horn,  Hoirard,  Hubbard,  Irrin,  leacks, 
Jarvis,  Jenifer,  Richard  If.  Jobasoo,  Cave  Johnson, 
Joseph  Jobnson,  Kavanagb,  Kerr,  Lamar,  Lansing, 
Lecompte,  Letoier,  Lewis,  Lyon,  Hardis,  Mason, 
Ifanhsn,  VaxweU,  Mclntyrtt,  UcKay,  Newton, 
Nockolla,  Patton,  IHnmtner,  Polk,  Rendier,  Roane, 
Root,  Sewall,  William  B.  Shepard,  Aagustine  H. 
Sbepperd,  Smith,  Soutfaard,  Speight,  Spcnce,  Stan- 
berry,  Standifer,  Francis  Thomas,  Wiley  Thompson, 
John  Thomson,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Vance,  Veridanok, 
Ward,  Washington,  Wayne,  Weeks,  Eliaha  Whit- 
tiesey,  CampbeU  F.  White,  Wickliffe,  Worthington 
— lOfi. 

Nats. — Uessrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  Allison, 
Appleton,  Arnold,  Babcock,  Bank^,  Noyea  Barber, 
Barstow,  Isaac  C.  Bates,  Beardsley,  Briggs,  John 
Brodhead,  John  C.  Brodbead,  Bucher,  Burd,  Ga- 
boon, Chandler,  Bates  Cooke,  Cooper,  Crane,  Craw- 
ford, John  Davis,  Dayan,  Dearborn,  Denny,  Dewart, 
Dickson,  Ellsworth^  Qeofge  Evans,  Joebna  Evans, 
Edward  Everett,  Hoiace  Everett,  Grennell,  BUand 
Han,  Heiater,  Hughes,  Hontington,  Ihrie,  IngersoU, 
Kendall,  £ennon,  Adam  King,  Henry  King,  Lea- 
vitt,  Uann,  HcCarty,  Bobert  McCoy,  UcKennan, 
UiUigan,  Muhlenberg,  Nelson,  Fearce,  Pendleton, 
Fieraon,  Fotta,  Randolph,  John  Reed,  Edward  C. 
Baed,  Sade,  Soole,  Storrs,  Sutherland,  Taylor, 
Tinton,  WardwoU,  Watmongh,  Wheeler,  Frederick 
Whittlesey,  Edward  D.  White,  Touog— 71. 


Tuesday,  Febmary  26. 
The  Tariff— Compromue  Bill 

The  engrossed  bill  to  reduce  the  tariff  (aa 
amended  by  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Cut's  bill  of 
the  Senate)  was  read  a  third  time,  and  the  ques- 
tion stated  to  be  on  ita  passi^. 

Hr.  BcBGBB,  of  Rhode  Island,  s^d :  I  have 
not  risen,  at  this  time,  to  enter  into  any  extended 
discussion  of  tlie  bill  jnst  now  read  to  the 
House :  it  is  my  purpose  to  do  do  more  than 
to  prononnoa  an  humble  protestation  against 
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the  provisions  of  this  measure ;  to  state  a  Bol- 
emn  dennnciation  of  the  parpoaes  intended  to 
be  effected  by  its  enactment;  and,  in  a  few 
words,  to  express  my  utter  abhorrence  of  the 
causes  which,  as  I  thinh,  must  have  brought 
such  a  scheme  before  Congress. 

I  protest  against  this  measure,  because,  like 
that  which  has  been  stricken  out  of  the  bill,  to 
make  room  for  its  insertion,  it  proposes  to  pro- 
vide for  the  wants  of  Goverument,  but  does 
not  propose  to  make  any  provision  for  the 
wants  of  the  nation.  It  calla  on  the  people  ^ 
money  to  fiaed  that  GoTemment,  and  at  tiie 
same  time  takes  away  that  protection  of  thdr 
labors,  by  which  the  people  nave  hi^erto  beea 
enabled  to  feed  themselves.  Not  less  ^an  one 
million  seven  hundred  and  fifteen  thousand  free 
white  working  men  are  aminally  employed  ia 
the  agricultural,  mechanic,  and  manufacturing 
labor  of  the  Eastern,  Northern,  and  Western 
States  of  this  Union.  That  part  of  these  men 
thus  employed  in  mechanic  and  manufacturing 
labor,  depend  on  that  part  of  them  employed  in 
^ricnltnral  labor,  in  the  same  and  other  States, 
for  a  market  for  their  fabrics;  and  a  supply- 
in  return  of  food ;  of  com,  wheat,  flour,  bee^ 
pcork,  and  other  provisions^  amounting  annnallr 
to  more  tbui  $27,000,000.  They  also  look 
to  them,  and  to  other  producers  in  many  of 
the  States,  for  a  fhrther  market  for  like  fab> 
rics ;  and  expect,  in  exchange,  the  products  of 
thdr  lands  and  mines,  eqtuJ  to  $16,000,000  in 
amount  annually.  Those  employed  in  the 
farming  and  mineral  labors  of  these  States, 
look  to  such  as  are  engaged  in  these  mechanio 
and  manufactaring  labors,  for  this  market  for 
their  products,  and  therein  for  their  supply,  by 
this  exchange  of  those  various 'manufactured 
fiibrics  annually  to  this  great  amount. 

By  the  destrnotton  of  this  mechanic  and 
manufacturing  labor,  men  emplc^ed  in  agrionl- 
tnre,  whether  on  their  own  lands,  or  fiu^ng 
the  lands  of  others,  must  lose  tliat  market ;  and 
not  only  lose  their  annual  supply  of  those  fab- 
rics heretofore  purchased  in  it,  but  their  annual 
production  left  on  their  hands  for  want  of  a 
market,  must,  to  this  amount,  annually  be  ut- 
terly lost  to  them.  For  in  no  other  market  of 
the  world  could  they  sell  their  breadstuffs  and 
provisions,  their  wool,  their  lead,  their  iron  and 
steel. 

This  loss  will  take  from  those  thus  engaged 
in  the  labors  of  fanning  and  the  mines,  not 
only  the  ability  to  obtain  manufactured  fabrics, 
but  also  the  power  to  purchase  and  consume  an- 
nually, as  they  do  now,  four  or  five  millions  in 
amonnt  of  sugar,  produced  in  Southern  Qeor^ 
and  Louisiana ;  and  thereby  leave  this  produc- 
tion, to  that  amount,  on  the  hands  of  the  plant- 
ers of  those  States.  There  it  must  perish,  un- 
less they  con  find  a  market  for  it  in  Europe, 
where  such  a  market  for  United  States  sugar 
has  not,  I  believe,  ever  been  found  to  the 
amount  of  ten  hogsheads  in  any  one  year. 

I  pass  over  the  rice  and  tobacco,  drawn  from 
the  South  by  the  owners  of  manufactoring  cap- 
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ital  in  the  North ;  nor  mention  the  cotton,  on 
-which  their  great  fabrics  now  so  much  depend ; 
in  all  amouQtine  probablj  to  $10,00<hOOO  an- 
nnally.  This  omission  is  made  because  the  great, 
rich,  and  independent  manufactaring  capitalists 
of  the  North  can  and  wilt  stand  their  ground, 
though  they  will  stand  that  ground  alone,  under 
tiie  provisions  of  thin  bill.  When  those  pro- 
Tisions  shall  be  carried  out  into  perfect  opera- 
tion, as  they  will  be  at  the  end  of  ten  years, 
the  great,  independent,  mana&ctaring  capitalist 
will  then  not  depend  on  the  South  for  the  raw 
materials  whioh  he  can  then  bring  from  any 
coantry  at  a  mere  rerenne  dnty  of  twenty  per 
cent. ;  a  tax  of  no  importanoe  to  him,  beoanse 
it  most  be  paid  finaUy  by  the  domestic  eon- 
samer  of  his  fabric.  Nor  will  the  Southern 
planter  then  depend,  for  he  does  not  now  de- 
pend, on  the  domestic  market,  for  the  sale  of 
his  great  staples.  These  two  classes,  the  rich 
owners  of  great  manufactuiing  capital  in  the 
North,  or  of  capital  in  land  and  slaves  in  the 
8onth,  are  perfectly  independent  of  each  other's 
production,  by  the  provisions  of  this  bill ;  and 
may  stand  with  penect  impnaity,  under  those 
provisiooa  of  this  measure,  which  must  be  so 
rainottB  to  all  those,  at  thia  tame,  operating 
with  that  United  capital,  or  employed  la  those 
Tarious  labors,  now  eaoonraged  or  protected 
by  that  eyetem  of  laws  intended  to  be  destroyed 
by  these  provisions. 

How  do  the  provisions  of  this  bill  ensore  the 
destrucUou  of  that  system  f  By  the  ntter 
abandonment  of  even  the  very  principle  of  ^s- 
criminating,  countervuling,  or  protecting  duties 
of  impost  on  imported  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise. At  the  end  of  ten  ^oars  these  duties, 
that  is,  the  whole  system  of  imposts,  are  to  be 
reduc^  to  twenty  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  and  to 
stand  at  that  rate  upon  all  imported  commod- 
ities, saoh  as  are  prodaoed  in  oar  own  conntry, 
by  onr  own  domeatio  industry.  So  utterly  is 
protection,  in  its  very  principle,  abandoned  by 
this  bill,  that  if  more  revenue  shall  be  wanted 
than  may  be  obtuned,  by  this  rate  of  impost 
on  protected  commodities,  such  impost  sliall 
not  be  rai^d  on  such  commodities  above  twen- 
ty per  cent. ;  but  such  impost  for  such  revenue 
uifUl  be  placed  on  tea,  coffee,  and  other  articles 
unprotected,  because  not  produced  in  this  coun- 
try ;  and  such  impost  may,  for  revenue,  be 
raised  up  to  twenty  per  cent  This  bill,  there- 
fore, not  only  takes  from  all  the  free  labor  of 
the  tree  States  the  whde  benefit  of  the  present 
system  of  encouragement  and  protection,  but 
may,  and  doubtless  will,  in  its  prc^eas,  still 
ftartlier  diaconrage  soch  free  labcr  by  a  heavy 
tax  placed  on  the  imported  food  of  that  labor ; 
tea,  coffee,  and  sugar — a  taxiromwhich  the  slave 
owners  of  the  South  will  be  exempted,  in  respect 
of  all  their  labor ;  because  neither  tea,  nor  cof- 
fee, nor  sugar,  is  ever  consumed  by  the  slaves. 

This  bill  provides  concerning  all  impost  on 
any  protected  commodity,  that  whenever  such 
impost  exceeds  twenty  per  cent  ad  valorem,  all 
sach  excess  shall  be  uvlded  into  tea  parts;  aad 
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that  a  tithe  of  this  whole  excess  shsll  annually 
be  taken  away,  until  at  the  end  of  tan  years  no 
impost  shall  remun  at  a  higher  rate,  on  any 
commodity,  than  twenty  per  cent  on  its  value. 

The  taking  away  a  tentn  part  of  this  protec- 
tion, annnally,  will,  in  two  or  three  years,  bo 
expose  the  middling  interest  men,  ooncemed  in 
mann&ctures,  to  the  first  effects  of  foreign  com- 
petition, created  by  excessive  importation,  that 
they  must  give  up  the  conflict,  and  submit  to 
the  ruin  provided  for  them  by  this  measnre. 

This  will  leave  the  war  of  the  trade  ia  the 
hands  of  capitalists,  who  can  afford  to  lose; 
and,  outliving  those  losses,  which  ruin  the  loss 
wealthy,  they  will  take  all  the  benefits  resulting 
to  t^em,  as  the  survivors  of  their  ruin.  Th^ 
ruin,  and  tlie  cert^nty  that  all  protectien  will 
terminate  at  the  expiration  of  ten  years,  will 
discourage  all  owners  of  small,  or  middling,  or 
even  great  capital  from  embarkins  in  these 
manufactures,  and  will  leave  the  whole  concern 
to  the  over-wealthy  now  eoga^^  in  this  busi- 
ness ;  these  fortunate  men,  united  with  foreign- 
ers, will  continue  the  trade,  and  supply  the 
market  They  will  do  this  at  such  a  rate  of 
cost  to  the  consumers  in  our  country,  as  may 
be  diarged  upon  all  mannfaotored  fabrics  sold 
in  our  market  by  the  producers  of  sncfa  bbries 
in  foreign  couotries.  Whatever  the  cost  of 
them  may  be  in  England  or  elsewhere,  to  that 
coat  will  be  added  uie  cost  of  importation,  not 
less  than  fifteen  per  cent,  and  in  like  manner 
the  amount  of  impost,  twenty  per  cent,  will  so 
much  further  enhance  the  whole  cost  to  the 
American  consumer.  The  wealthy  capitalist^ 
the  only  surviving  manufacturers  of  the  North, 
then  exempted  firom  all  domestic,  will  receive 
the  full  benefit  of  foreign  competition — a  com- 
petition which,  in  its  first  movements,  by  ex- 
cessive importations,  will  have  ruined  all  com- 
petitors of  linuted  coital  in  onr  own  country ; 
and  wUl  tiins  finaUy  enable  those  men,  more 
abundant  and  independent  in  their  means,  to 
share  with  tiie  wealthy  manufacturer  of  other 
nations  tiie  spoils  of  our  consumption,  taxed, 
as  it  must  then  be,  .by  the  final  effects  of  this 
measure,  with  not  less  than  thirty-five  per 
cent,  more'in  amount,  for  our  whole  supply  of 
manufactured  fabrics,  than  would  have  been 
their  cost,  if  wholly  famished  by  domestic  pro- 
duction, under  that  system  of  encouragement 
and  protection,  and  domestic  competition,  which 
the  providtms  of  this  bill  are  intended  to  de- 
stroy. 

This  evil  will  fall  on  the  wliole  coantry,  and 
will  be  a  just  retribatimi  for  the  cruU  and  un- 
relenting ruin  which  this  prof[i«ite  measure 
will  have  brought  on  the  many  nnndreds  of 

thousands  of  free  white  working  men,  now  em- 
ployed in  the  mechanic,  manafacturing,  and 
agricultural  labors  of  the  free  States.  When 
the  domestic  manufacturers,  the  owners  of  the 
mills  and  machines,  by  the  working  of  which 
those  men  now  earn  their  bread,  and  uiat  of  their 
families ;  when  tiiese  owners  find  they  must  snr- 
rffiider  a  tenth  part  of  th^  proteotioa— -a  teiUh 
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part  of  their  import  over  and  above  twenty  per 
cent,  of  the  whole,  they  will  call  on  their  work- 
ing men  to  sarrender  a  like  tenth  part  of  their 
wages,  or  to  leave  their  employment.  When 
will  this  firrt  call  be  made?  In  the  very  dead 
of  the  next  winter,  when  they  and  their  fam- 
ilies mnit  periah  or  bare  employment.  It  will 
be  repeated  annnally  at  t£at  season.  They 
win  snrrender,  rather  than  hear  their  children 
cry  for  bread  when  they  have  none  to  give 
tliem.  This  demand  on  labor  for  a  reduction 
of  wages  will  be  repeated  onoe  a  year,  just  as 
often  flA  this  bill  makes  a  like  redaction  of  the 
rate  of  that  impost  by  which  manufacturing 
labor  and  capitu  are  now  protected.  At  the 
•nd  of  ten  years,  when  the  whole  protection  is 
taken  away,  the  wages  of  labor  jvill  be  rednced 
to  twenty  per  cent,  of  its  pre^nt  'amonnt. 
"What  a  consummation  of  what  a  sdieme  I 

Hr.  Foam  said  he  oonsidered  the  reduction 
too  dow,  and  the  period  fbr  arriviog  at  the 
rerenae  pdnt  too  distant  He  feared,  also,  tiiat 
in  the  interrening  time,  by  reason  of  the  redno- 
tion  being  so  gradoal,  there  would  be  a  large 
aoonmnlation  of  surplus  revenne  in  the  treas- 
ury, Uie  scramble  for  which  was  easily  foreseen ; 
aim  the  oormpting  tmdiemoj  of  whiui  mnst  be 
obvions  to  all. 

Ur.  F.  tisu  protested  agwnst  the  pledge  which 
seemed  to  be  contained  in  that  part  of  the  bill 
whicb  provides  that  "the  duties,  as  modified 
by  this  act,  shall  remi^n  and  continue  to  be 
collected  "  until  Jane,  1842.  We  had  no  power 
to  bind  our  successwa,  and  l£r.  F.  would  not 
bind  bis  constitnenti]  or  even  hinuelf^  by  any 
neh  engagem«it  as  ttiat  wbidi  is  aUe^Bd  to  be 
tints  implied.  He  bad  grert  diffionlty  m  bring- 
ing his  mind  to  the  oonelusion  to  vote  for  the 
\Su,  and  he  voted  for  it  solely  upon  the  ground' 
of  an  a4]*iB^3i>t^  agitating  and  distract- 

ing question  which  had  brought  this  Unioo  to 
the  verge  of  dissolution.  As  a  compromise,  he 
oonmdered  it  far  short  of  what  the  South  was 
entitled  to;  but  he  was  prepared  to  concede 
much ;  to  make  a  willing  sacrifice  to  preserve 
the  Union  of  these  StatM,  and  to  restore  peace 
and  harmony  to  the  conntry.  He  had  there- 
fore expressed  the  opinion,  that  this  object  could 
only  be  effected  by  a  spirit  of  mutual  concilia- 
tioD  and  concesHion,  ana  it  was  by  this  n>irit  that 
he  was  now  actuated.  In  porsuiog  this  coarse, 
be  bad  no  donbt  be  represented  trmy  the  fed- 
ings  and  opinions  Us  high-minded  and  patri- 
pQO  constitaents ;  but  be  had  no  authority  to 
^edge  them  to  any  future  course  of  measures, 
UOT  would>be  do  it  This  bUl  he  r^rded  as 
an  experiment ;  and  if  in  its  operation  it  should 
be  fonnd  to  be  defective,  it  will  be  snljject, 
like  all  other  laws,  to  repeal  or  modification. 

Hr.  Dnnrr  said  that  he  owed  thanks  to  the 
gentleman  from  Georg^  for  the  and 
candid  expression  of  the  sentiinents  which  he 
bad  now  given  to  the  House.  It  now  appeared 
that  this  bill  was  considered  the  South  as  a 
mere  experiment,  which  or  mi^t  not 

prove  satisfintory  on  MaL   And  was  that 
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House  to  experiment  on  the  liTelihood  of  mil- 
lions of  menf  Were  they  to  be  driven  into 
the  adoption  of  such  a  course  by  a  faction  exist- 
ing in  a  single  State  t  A  gentleman  irom  Ken- 
tucky, whom  it  would  not  be  parliamentary  to 
name,  had,  out  of  benevolent  feeing,  proposed 
the  present  Mil  as  a  commomiw  of  uie  edging 
duties  between  the  N«th  and  the  Sonth.  But 
did  gentlemen  from  the  South  say  that  they 
would  accept  the  bill  as  a  compromise  f  Not 
at  all.  The  House  had  Jnst  beard  one  of  those 
gentleman  declare  that  he  considered  tlie  pro- 
position as  a  mere  experiment  Had  it  hew 
demonstrated  to  the  House  that  the  South  would 
accept  the  bill,  and  would  rest  satisfied  with 
it!  It  had  not  Let  tiie  House  pass  this  bill, 
and  next  year  the  Southern  interest  would  come 
up  and  drive  the  House  from  its  position. 
Once  ^ve  them  -the  power,  and  every  thing 
like  compromise  would  depart  forever.  The 
State  which  Hr.  D.  rntresented  was  to  be  the 
chirf  suflbrer  in  this  arrangement:  it  was 
sentenced  to  die.  But  was  it  certun  tiiat  tbwT 
should  perish  by  so  slow  a  death  as  this  bill 
had  provided  for  them?  Was  the  Kentucky 
gentleman  able  to  restrain  and  hold  down  the 
fiery  spirits  of  the  South  t  When  they  came 
to  press  the  advocates  of  American  indus- 
try to  the  wall,  would  it  be  in  the  power 
of  thatieentleman  to  hold  back  their  fury,  and 
rescue  the  manufeoturing  interest  fr<Hn  thdr 
remorseless  blow  ?  He  believed  not.  The  bill 
did  nothing  more  than  to  hold  out  to  foreigners 
all  that  protection  and  encoara^ment  which 
ought  to  be  reserved  for  our  own  atizens.  Hthe 
object  was  to  compromise  with  foreigners,  the 
British  themselves  could  propose  no  better  tcoaa 
to  advance  and  secure  their  own  prosperity. 
"Hiey  would  willingly  take  this  bill,  because 
they  wonld  see  in  it  the  slow,  but  certain  death 
of  uie  mannfaotures  of  our  country.  Its  provi- 
sions would  give  vitality  and  strength  to  their 
own  industry ;  it  wonld  diminish  the  nnmbers 
in  their  pauper  houses ;  it  would  make  paupers 
in  this  country,  by  feeding  the  paupers  f>f 
Great  Briton.  The  friends  of  the  protective 
system  had  little  expected  such  a  blow  from 
the  quarter  from  whence  it  came.  From  the  hand 
of  Uieir  avowed  opponents  they  might  hare 
been  pre|Mred  to  meet  it.  If  it  came  from  than, 
however  it  might  prostrate  the  best  interests  w 
ibB  country,  it  might  be  better  borne ;  but  it  came 
with  added  force  from  the  band  of  one  who  had 
been  himself  the  strongest  advocate  of  the 
system.  The  American  people  had  not  looked 
for  any  thing  like  this.  They  knew  that  a  bill 
to  reduce  the  tariff  bad  just  passed,  and  they 
were  willing  to  wait  anouer  year  to  see  yrhib 
the  effect  of  that  bill  would  be ;  but  this  was 
not  permitted  them.  They  must  here  take 
their  leave  of  the  protecting  policy.  Its  knell 
sounded  in  this  bill,  and  he  had  only  to  regret 
that  the  task  bad  not  feUen  to  aWer  bands  of 
prononndng  its  ftmeral  watioii.  The  system 
of  internal  improrement  was  also  to  be  mar- 
dend;  and  where  Ihe  derartatim  was  toatop^ 
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who  could  tell?  But  one  conaolation  still  re- 
mained. The  country  bad  its  own  relief  in  its  own 
hands.  Freemen  were  not  bound,  like  slaves, 
to  work  upon  a  plantation  all  their  livesj  while 
their  masters  duposed  of  tfaem  aceormng  to 
their  pleasnre. 

There  was  one  proviidou  in  thSi  bill  wbloh 
ought  to  alarm  every  man  that  was  interested 
In  the  American  ^stem.  It  proposed  eventa- 
allj  to  equalize  all  dnUes,  radneiog  them  to 
twenty  per  cent,  ad  Valorem.  Here  was  decep- 
tion on  the  very  foce  of  the  bilL  All  ad  valo- 
rem duties  were  necesssrily  deceptive.  A 
spedfic  duty  was  known ;  everybody  knew,  at 
onoe,  what  they  had  to  pay ;  but  ad  valorem 
duties  varied  continnally.  The  bill  lud  a  twenty 
per  cent  duty  on  articles  of  all  sorts.  All  sorts 
of  mechanical  wwk  were  to  be  bronriit  down 
to  twenty  per  oent,  while  some  of  wm  were 
j^ndnoed  by  machinery,  and  others  not.  The 
same  maohmery  wcnked  as  wdl  here  as  it  did 
in  Europe,  and  onr  mechanics  worked  at  as 
ehe^  a  rate ;  bnt  to  meet  the  European,  tbey 
must  wwk  on  half  wages,  because  the  forei^ 
openti  ve  obti^ned  half  his  living  from  the  parish. 

Where  was  the  discrimination  under  such  a 
billt  The  owner  of  a  cotton  mill,  with  his 
power  looms,  was  to  have  a  protection  of  twenty 
per  cent,  white  the  poor  weaver  who  sat,  from 
day  to  day,  toiling  at  a  hand  loom,  obtained  no 
more.  In  England,  such  a  man  obbuned  the 
re^oe  of  his  living  ont  of  the  parish.  Was 
thia  pauper  i^item  m  Eaglaad  to  be  combined 
with  the  dave  ijaUm  of  Sontii  Oan^ina,  agi^t 
iha  free  labor  of  the  United  States?  Must 
fLm»rinan  indostry  bo  thos  nullified?  Must 
the  manufSacturers  sobmit,  uid  see  aU  their 
wwkdtops  closed  within  ten  years  ?  Could  it 
be  expected  that,  with  such  a  prospect  before 
themi,  those  who  now  contemplated  investing 
their  ot^ital  would  oontinue  such  a  purpose } 
It  oould  not  The  moment  the  passage  of  this 
bill  was  announced,  the  whole  manufacturing 
enterprise  of  the  country  would  at  once  be  para- 
lyzed. The  emulation  would  be,  who  should 
wind  up  their  affisira  the  aooneat  As  one 
factory  went  down  after  another,  the  monopoly 
woidd  increaae,  from  year  to  year,  unti^  at 
lengtii  a  tew  overgrown  establiuimenta  would 
be  left  standing  m  solitary  opulence,  melan- 
choly monuments  In  the  wide-spread  ruin. 

Ifa-.  Daniel  said :  The  gentleman  from 
Bhode  Island,  (Mr.  Bdboss)  said  that  thia 
bill  was  virtually  an  abandonment  of  the  pro- 
tective system.  The  bill  allowed  tiie  manufac- 
turers a  little  lifetime  to  come  down  to  the 
pcdnt  to  which  all  agreed  that  they  must  at 
last  come,  viz.,  to  a  revenue  duty.  How  was 
it  aa  abandonment  of  protection  t  He  should 
think  that  any  man,  in  seven  years,  with  a  pro- 
teotkm  of  irizty  per  oent,  might  make  his  for- 
time.  Wliatfiumer  made  half  as  much?  What 
ftnner  made  twenty  per  cent,  npon  his  cwltalt 
he  did  not  make  ten  per  cent,  nor  five  either. 
Bnt  tius  tnll  waa  wilung  the  manufiutnren 
shtmld  eq)oy  their  fifty  or  sixty  per  eant  ontil 
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it  was  gradnally  reduced  to  a  pennanent  tax 
upon  the  people  of  the  United  States  of  twenty 
per  cent,  for  the  support  and  encouragement  of 
manufactures.  It  rcuiily  seemed  to  Mr.  D.  that 
no  man  on^t  to  r^ae  his  voice  against  it  It 
was  a  free  f^ft— a  mere  gratuity.  What  had 
the  great  West  to  do  with  manufactures?  What 
ben^t  was  it  to  Kentucky  that  the  manufiu* 
torers  of  l^ode  Island  should  get  a  bounty  on 
thmr  industry  ?  They  piud  a  million  and  a  liatf 
into  the  treasury,  and  got  about  six  or  seven 
hundred  thousand  dollars  out  of  it  by  which 
they  gained  an  annual  loss  of  about  seven  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars.  Still  tbey  supported 
the  tariff.  They  supported  it  because  they 
supposed  it  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  country. 
They  were  not^  willing,  however,  to  press  the 
systnn  to  the  sepuvtion  of  the  Union. 
Batiier  tiian^sndk  i^ould  be  the  result,  tliey 
were  ready  to  abandon  it  alt(^ther.  He  did 
not  believe  that  one-fifUi  of  the  people  of  the 
nation  would  ^ve  up  the  Union  to  save  the 
tariff.  Theindividualwhohad  recommended  this 
compromise  bad  acted  on  other  principles.  He 
chose  rather  to  retire  than  to  remain  in  public 
life  at  any  such  cost.  He  did  not  seek  any  office. 
Mr.  D.  trusted  the  pe(^)Ie  of  this  country  would 
ever  continue  to  remember  him  as  having 
proved  their  political  saviour  at  the  two  greatest 
crises  the  nation  has  yet  known.  Wbo  had 
it  been  that  had  saved  the  country  when  the 
Missouri  qaestion  threatened  to  rend  the  Union ; 
and  who  had  now  saved  it  from  war  and  blood- 
shed ?  The  samft  same  individu^  had  eflbcted 
both  these  ddiveranoes. 

Mr.  SnwABT  was  opposed  to  all  further  legis- 
lation,  at  this  time,  on  the  sut^ect  of  the  tariff. 
This  CSongress  had  already  acted  upon  the  sub- 
ject We  have  passed  one  law,  and  axdjunetxa 
officio.  If  the  act  of  the  last  session,  passed 
witii  so  much  unanimity  as  a  final  adjustment 
of  this  vexed  question,  is  again  to  be  disturbed, 
let  it  be  by  other  hands— let  us  not  be  driven 
by  a  handful  of  nultifiers  into  a  repeal  of  our 
own  l^islatitm  before  it  has  gone  into  effect, 
and  bSbre  any  one  ean  Cnesee  whether  its 
operatitm  b  to  be  benefioal  or  iqjnrioiu.  If 
we  degrade  ourselves  by  such  an  act  of  inoon- 
sistency,  the  world  can  asrign  bnt  one  reason  fbr 
our  course,  and  that  will  be,  that  a  minority  of 
two  to  one  have  been  compelled  to  surrmdw 
their  own  deliberate  judgment  to  the  threats 
of  afew  noUifiers,  thereby  recognizing  and  estab- 
li^ing  nullification,  not  only  as  a  peaceable, 
but  as  an  efficient  and  constitutional  remedy, 
proclaiming  to  the  world  that  the  United  States 
IS  not  a  Government,  but  a  thing  to  be  governed 
by  the  passions,  whims,  and  caprices  of  each 
and  every  State  in  this  Union.  What,  sir,  is 
our  preset  pomtion?  Last  session  we  passed 
a  tanff,  as  a  final  ocnnprwnise  and  aettlement 
of  the  Question.  Booth  (^ut^na  was  dlssatia- 
fied,  and  she  has  nullified  it ;  she  says  her  wilt, 
and  not  t^t  of  the  Union,  shall  govern,  "nie 
President  says  the  law  shall  be  ezeoated,  and 
South  Carcdina  shall  sabmlt— we  Join  the  nnlU- 
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fiers,  repeal  the  law,  and  Sooth  Carolias  tri- 
xunpos;  Rhoda  Island,  or  some  other  State 
voting  againet  the  repealing  act,  next  nnlliflee^ 
puts  nerself  on  her  sovereigntr,  demands  the 
repeal  of  this  law ;  and,  npon  the  anthori^  of 
the  precedent  now  eBtablislied,  yon  must  agun 
repeal  this  act,  and  bo  on,  as  long  as  any  State 
in  the -Union  is  diasatisfied.  The  conatitation 
and  GoTemment  would  be  bj  socb  doctrines 
BQbverted  and  orertamed;  it  conld  not  be 
preserved,  and  woold  not  be  worth  it  if  it  otmld. 
Oar  Union  wonld.be  a  rope  of  sand,  a  cobweb 
to  be  broken  by  every  breeze.  Until  South  Cai- 
olina,  therefore,  repealed  her  ordinance,  and  laid 
down  her  weapons  of  rebellion,  he,  for  one, 
was  opposed  to  all  legislation  on  this  subject. 
But  this  objection  out  of  the  way,  and  no  snfiB- 
cient  or  even  plausible  reason  had  been  as- 
mgned  for  "poeting  with  snoh  dexterity"  to 
the  repeal  of  our  own  deliberate  act.  'What 
were  the  reasons  assigned  t  Sum  them  all  up, 
and  they  were  embraced  under  three  beada : 
1.  To  rednoe  the  revenue;  8.  To  reduoe  tazap 
tion ;  and,  8.  To  appease  the  noUlflers.  That 
the  flot  c£  the  last  aeidm  would  produce  too 
nrabh  revenue,  was  an  aaanmption,  be  si^d, 
unsupported  by  evidence.  The  act  has  not  yet 
gone  into  operation.  No  one  oould  say  what 
was  to  be  its  effect  npon  the  revenne.  He 
believed  that,  instead  of  a  anrplns,  there  would 
be  a  defideocy  of  revenue.  There  is  no  surplus 
now,  we  all  know.  That  there  would  be  a 
Borplns  bereiUter,  no  one  could  fbretell. 

Mr.  8.  sud  he  would  not  trespass  longer  on 
the  time  and  attention  of  the  House,  but  lie  did 
hope  that  gentlemen  would  not  be  so  soon 
driven  fVom  Uie  act  of  the  last  seedon  by  a  few 
difi^pointed  and  ambitioui  men  in  tilie  Sonth 
— men  who  seemed  determined  to  rule  or  rain 
the  country.  To  yield  to  their  dictatjcm,  would 
not  only  be  disgrao^ol  but  ruinous  in  the  ex- 
treme. These  people  oi  the  South  have  already 
been  spoiled  by  indulgenoe;  they  cannot  bear 
to  see  any  prosper  but  thenwelves.  What  has 
been  their  course,  and  what  has  brought  about 
the  present  alarming  and  unhappy  state  of 
things  7  Let  as  go  back  a  few  years  and  inquire. 
Let  us  see  how  Southern  jealousy  has  operated, 
and  how  it  has  been  indulged.  Having  oy  non- 
intercourse,  embarooes,  mil  war,  broken  up  the 
navigation  of  the  North,  and  oompelled  than 
to  turn  tiieir  oi^ital  and  indnstry  to  manafto- 
tores,  they  next  determine  to  in«ak  down  man- 
uTactures ;  and,  to  acoomplinh  this,  what  ia  the 
plan  I  first,  to  hasten  the  payment  of  the 
pnbUo  debt,  and  then  to  repeal  the  dntiee,  as  no 
longer  necessary.  And  how  is  the  payment  of 
the  debt  to  be  hastened?  Firsts  internal  im- 
provements most  be  arrested  to  swell  the 
annual  snrplos  ^plicable  to  the  payment  of  the 
debt.  They  are  indulged  in  this,  and  internal 
improvemeuta  have  been  arrested.  'Sext,  the 
act  limiting  the  sinking  fnnd  to  ten  millions  a 
year  mnitt  oe  repealed,  and  this  was  also  done. 
Kezt,  the  United  States  Bank,  being  suspected 
of  affording  capital  and  other  feciatiea  to  tiie 


[H.  or  B. 

maDu&oturing  States,  must  be  put  down  also. 
They  were  agmn  indulged  last  session.  The 
tariff  was  attacked  and  rednced  eix  or  eight 
millions ;  bnt^  like  spoiled  children,  they  grow 
worse  from  indulgence.  They  now  demand 
that  the  protective  principle  shall  be  utterly 
abandoned,  and  the  whole  pecn)le  of  the  North- 
em  and  Middle  States  sacrificed  at  once,  or 
they  will  dissolve  the  Union  I  Grant  this,  and 
next  we  must  deet  a  Preddent  south  of  the 
Potomao,  or  we  shall  have  mother  nullifying 
ordinance — moro  threats  of  civil  war  and  blood- 
shed ;  and  where  was  this  system  of  concession 
to  end }  It  would  end  only  when  all  political 
power  was  anrrendered  to  the  South,  and  the 
free  people  of  the  Northern  and  Middle  States 
reduced  to  a  condition  more  miserable  and  de- 
graded than  that  of  the  Bonthem  slave.  It  was 
time  to  Atop  and  tell  these  gentlemen  ^unly 
that  we  will  go  no  farther,  and  to  play  out  their 
game  of  nnlliScation  and  civil  war  if  they  dare — 
civil  war  I  Where  is  it  to  be?  and  who  is  to 
Bufite  by  it?  It  will  be  confined  to  Sonth 
Oanrfina.  '  It  will  be  a  war  between  her  own 
people,  the  nnion  men  and  nnllifiera,  and  the 
former  would  be  able  to  put  down  tlie  latter 
with  litUe  or  no  aid  from  the  Federal  Government 
But  why  should  we  the  Northern  end  Middle 
States  sacrifice  our  people  by  repealing  the 
tariff  to  prevent  these  madmen  of  South  Caro- 
lina from  cutting  each  other's  throats?  Bat 
there  was  no  danger ;  they  were  not  rash  and 
crazy  enough  to  do  so.  There  can  be  no  war 
in  the  North ;  it  would  be  entirely  a  Soathem 
affair.  They  would  have  all  the  glory  and  all 
the  sufferings  of  this  war  among  themselves. 
AU  would  oommiserate  and  none  envy  their 
condition  under  this  gkniona  r«gn  of  nulli^ca- 

Mr.  ScTBXRLATO  would  put  it  to  an  who  heard 
him,  whether  a  bill  presented  in  the  manner,  and 
under  the  circumstances  that  this  had  been, 
ought  to  pass.  It  was  out  of  all  reason.  It  was 
against  the  course  of  all  legislatioiL  The  ink 
was  hardly  dry  with  which  a  bill  had  been  en- 
grossed and  passed  at  the  last  session,  settling 
this  very  question,  and  settling  it  by  compro- 
mise. Would  the  House  be  doing  justice  to 
those  who  had  relied  upon  that  act,  so  soon  to 
overturn  what  had  been  so  deliberately  resolved 
upon — a  law  wbioh  had  commanded  the  votes 
(H  two>tfahrds  of  that  Honse,  and  two-thirds  of  the 
Senate!  Bat  he  was  told  that  the  bill  mnstpasa, 
becanse  a  epuit  of  oj^ioeition  had  upeared  in 
Sonth  Carolina,  and  was  nmning  through  all 
the  Southern  country,  which  nothing  could  allay 
but  the  passage  of  such  a  bilL  On  that  sut;)ect 
he  must  be  allowed  one  word  of  reply.  He 
askedf  where  did  this  whole  protecting  system 
come  fVomt  With  whom  did  it  originate? 
Where  was  it  bom  ?  The  system  was  started 
in  South  Carolina.  It  bad  originated  in  the 
early  days  of  this  Government,  and  it  had  been 
sustained  in  Virginia,  by  one  of  the  ablest 
statesmen  that  ever  graced  that  proud  and 
anoifiDt  commonweal^    He  meant  Thomas 
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Jefferson.   Yea,  it  was  Jtr,  Jefferson,  who  had 

given  it  his  most  decided  sanction.   He  had 

appeared  in  his  native  State,  on  oor  great 

national  anniversary,  in  1608,  dressed  from 

head  to  foot  in  homespun.   All  the  military, 

horse  and  foot,  had  paraded  in  nniforms  of 

American  mano&ctare.    And  the  reverend 

oler^gy  were  clad  in  the  same.   And  so  entirely 

was  Hie  Bntem  approved  o£  that  prayers 

wereoflbrednpontliatoccarioiiforits  munten- 

ance  and  perpetuity.  This  House  was  asked  to 

repeal  the  protective  system,  althongh  the  very 

people  who  brought  the  system  into  being,  now 

declared  it  to  be  nnconstttntional :  and  aluiough 

there  had  not  lived  scaroe  a  distinguished  man, 

since  the  revolution,  who  had  not  been,  or  was 

not  now,  the  approver  and  advocate  of  the 

American  system,  and  its  constitutionality.  It 

had  been  a  member  from  Sonth  Carolina,  a  Mr. 

Burke,  who  had  first  proposed  in  that  Hoase  a 

protecting  duty  upon  hemp,  to  enable  the  people 

of  his  State  to  raise  that  commodify  apon  their 

lioe  grounds.   With  this  view  the  onty  had 

been  imposed.  The  same  individnal  had  then 

adced  a  protecting  duly  upon  indigo,  all  for  the 

benefit  of  his  Stat«  and  the  Sooth ;  and  this 

duty  had,  in  like  manner,  been  laid  on.  But 

now,  South  Carolina  had  discovered  that  every 

protecting  dnty  was  a  flagrant  and  alarming 

vioLUiion  of  the  constitution. 

X  W«  think  onr  IktlwTS  fools— to  wIm     grow ; 
No  doabt  oar  wlMr  wu  will  think  iu  to." 

At  the  first  session  of  the  first  Congress,  one 
ci  the  signers  of  the  constitution  had  offered 
an  address  to  George  Washington,  as  being  the 
debited  fHend  to  the  whole  system,  which 
address  had  been  nnaidmoaaly  adopted,  by  men 
who  were  themaelTai  the  fiithers  m  our  revdn- 
tion.  Southern  gentlemen  might  rave  as  tiiey 
woidd.  The  oonstitutfonali^  of  that  system 
stood  beyond  their  power.  In  a  debate  which 
had  taken  place  in  the  first  Congress,  as  to  the 
duty  proper  to  be  laid  npon  tobacco,  the  cele- 
br^ed  iCogBT  Sherman,  a  member  from  Con- 
necticut, bad  proposed  to  lay  sixpence  a  pound 
on  that  article,  avowedly  as  a  prohibition.  This 
was  carrying  protection  to  its  extreme;  and. 
had  a  single  Southern  man  so  much  as  whis- 
pered an  objection  f  Not  one.  Why  shoold 
tiie  law  be  altwed  now  I  Protection  was  as 
o(Histitational  at  tlda  day  as  H  had  been  at  that 

r  Bates,  of  Maine,  should  vote  for  this 
bill,  not  beoanse  it  was  what  he  wished,  but 
beeanw  it  was  the  best  thing  that  oonld  be  pro- 
onred.  The  bill  proposed  to  impose  a  less  de- 
gne  of  taxation  on  the  oonntry,  so  soon  as  Jan- 
nary  next.  Had  this  bill  been  offered  to  him 
at  the  commenotoient  of  tito  session,  he  should 
have  felt  himself  bound  to  nject  it  Had  him- 
self or  any  of  his  friends  proposed  such  a  meas- 
ure to  tiie  South  at  that  time,  he  should  have 
felt  tiiat  he  was  offering  them  an  insult  Butcir- 
oomstanoes  had  rinoe  oeenrred  whidi  ^owed 
that  now  the  Sonth  waa  willing  to  aooept  the 
bill  as  a  compromise  that  woula  settle  the  dis- 
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tracted  state  of  the  country.  Such  being  the 
case,  he  was  bound  to  accept  it.  He  rejoiced 
to  find,  that  somehow,  or  somewhere,  an  ar- 
rangement had  at  lengfth  been  effected.  The 
fact  proved  either  that  the  injuries  complained 
of  by  the  Sooth  were  not  so  serious  as  they  had 
been  represented  to  be,  or  that  the  Sonth  had 
been  govwned  by  a  laudable  patriotism,  whieh 
led  them  to  assent  to  an  offin-  whidi  oame  short 
of  that  which  they  had  a  Jnst  light  to  demaod. 
He  hoped  and  believed  that  it  was  from  I3ie 
latter.  He  would  now  say  a  word  or  two  on 
the  subject  of  pledges.  The  Hoiue  had  been 
told  that,  having  voted  for  the  bill  of  1683, 
they  were  pledged  to  leave  the  subject  of  the 
tarUT  at  rest  But  Mr.  B.,  though  he  had  voted 
for  that  bill,  had  not  voted  for  it  as  the  best 
that  was  possible :  he  had  voted  for  it  as  the 
best  he  oonld  then  get:  but  he  had  not  con- 
sidered himself  as  bound  never  to  get  a  better, 
when  it  should  be  in  his  power.  He  had  never 
pledged  either  himself  or  his  oonstitaents. 
Whether  it  waa  or  was  not,  in  the  opiidon  d 
some,  implied  that  the  i^fstem  was  to  remain 
untouched  for  eight  or  ten  years  to  come,  was 
a  matter  of  mere  moonshine  to  him.  He  had 
never  pledged  himself  for  a  nnsde  aessiMi  ahead. 
Bia  racoessors,  he  knew,  woold  aot  as  he  had 
acted,  independently, 

Mr.  PsNDLKTOiT,  of  Ncw  York,  viewed  the 
bill  as  A  compriHnise.  It  was  an  exchange  of 
intermediate  protection  for  ultimate  reduction: 
and  those  who  voted  for  it  voted  for  it  as  a 
whole.  There  was  no  reason  why  gentlemen 
who  voted  on  one  side  should  be  more  reflected 
on  lhaa  thme  on  the  othw.  Gentlemen  who 
chose  to  r^eot  tbeeommmnise  oonld  do  so;  but 
those  wJio  took  it,  tow  it  as  a  whMe.  They- 
oonsented  to  the  continuance  of  protection  for 
a  certain  course  of  years  for  the  sake  of  ensur- 
ing its  reduction  in  the  end.  In  his  judgment, 
this  was  altogether  illusory,  because  this  Con- 

fress  ooold  not  bind  its  successors ;  for  himself 
e  never  would  consent  to  take  a  measure  so 
entirely  uncertain. 

Mr.  MoBuFFiE  did  not  believe  that  the  bill 
made  all  the  concession  to  the  demands  of  the 
Sonth  which  justice  required ;  much  more  ought 
to  have  been  allowed.  The  South  had  a  right 
to  demand  more,  much  more.  But  he  had 
nevertheless  made  up  his  mind  to  vote  for  the 
bilL  He  wished  to  ^ve  quiet  to  the  country ; 
he  belieTed  tiiis  UU  would  give  tudet  to  the 
country :  and  in  that  view  he  shonld  give  it  Ma 
vote. 

Mr.  Bates,  of  Massachnsetts,  had  no  inclina- 
tion to  go  into  a  discussion  of  the  bill,  but  he 
iwished  to  state  the  grounds  npon  which  he 
shonld  vote  against  its  passage,  that  he  might 
stand  £&irly  before  his  constituents,  and  before 
the  count^''}  npon  tiiis  deeply  interesting  sub- 
ject. He  did  not  share  in  tne  apprehension  ex- 
pressed, that  the  Sonth  would  not  abide  by  the 
proviMons  of  the  bUl.  He  had  no  fear  on  that 
soore,  for  the  bill  is  an  abandonment — gentle- 
men maj  saj  what  they  will  to  the  oontcair— 
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tbe  bill  is  SD  abanclotunent  of  the  protective 

ftriDolple,  prt^resnvel^  and  slowly,  but  oertiuD- 
y  and  fatallj.  Nor  had  he  any  dispoutioa  to 
fotn  in  the  denonoiationa,  although  he  ahared 
larfselj  in  the  recreta  of  the  occasion.  Had  the 
cup  which  the  itiends  of  the  tariff  are  called 
upon  to  take  been  mingled  by  other  handa^  he 
ooold  have  borne  it ;  but,  presented  and  fwoed 
nioD  them  aa  this  has  been,  it  beoomea  as  nn- 
pleasuit  and  no  grateful  as  aneneoted. 

He  woald  state,  that  he  might  be  diatincOy 
Tinderetood,  that  the  advocates  of  tbe  protective 
STfatem  admit — 

lat.  That  the  revennea  of  the  Government 
onc^t  to  be  DO  more  than  the  wants  of  the 
Qovamment ;  that  they  do  not  ask,  by  way  of 
protection,  for  a  dollar  beyond  this.  Bat, 

8d.  They  maintun  that,  so  far  as  the  revenue 
is  deiived  from  impost,  it  onght  to  be  from 
duties  imposed  for  protection.  And, 

8d.  That,  in  tbe  ^)porti(mment  and  asseas- 
mcnt  (tf  dntxes,  referoioe  might  to  be  had  to 
the  oinditioii  and  wants  of  the  interests  to  be 
IHotected.  Acting  npon  these  principles,  he 
flidd,  there  would  be  ample  means  of  protection 
far  all  needed  purposes ;  bat,  in  his  opinion,  tbe 
bill  tmdBT  consideration  was  in  utter  disregard 
of  every  one  of  them. 

60  far  as  derivable  &om  duties  on  protected 
articles,  tills  bill  will  augment  the  revenue,  and 
thus  wUl  diminish  protection,  while  it  will  in- 
crease tbe  demands  upon  the  people. 

The  dutiee  upon  protected  artioles,  it  will  be 
observed,  are  to  be  progressively  reduced  to 
twenty  per  cent,  in  1842,  and  afterwards  at 
pleasore;  but,  in  do  event,  peace  or  war,  is  the 
progress  of  reduction  to  be  stayed ;  and  ia  no 
event,  after  1S4S,  is  the  rate  of  duly  to  exceed 
twenty  per  cent  The  bill  contaios  a  formal 
enacbiient,  and  gives  an  express  pledge  to  this 
afiisct.  And  both  before  and  after  1842,  in 
ease  of  a  deficiency  or  excess  of  revenue,  re- 
course is  to  be  had  to  such  unprotected  articles 
as  are  not  made  free  by  the  bill.  This  be  con- 
ridered  an  abandoDment  of  the  great  protective 
principle.  It  is  an  express  ngreement  that  the 
dutiee  for  protection  shall  not  exceed  twenty 
per  cent.,  and  that  dnties  for  the  mere  purposes 
of  revenue  may  be  imposed  upon  unprotected 
articles  when  they  are  needed  for  protection. 
It  is,  therefore,  not  only  an  abandonment  of  the 
grioriple,  bat  a  limitation  upon  the  power. 
The  duties  upcm  the  unprotected  may  transcend 
the  duties  upon  the  protected  articles  them- 
sdvea. 

But  how.  he  inquired,  does  this  bill  propose 
to  reduce  tlie  duties  ?  It  changes  all  the  speci- 
fic into  ad  valorem  duties  after  184S.  In  the 
mean  time  it  rednces  them  eqnally,  without  any 
regard  to  the  magnitode  or  wants  of  tlie  differ- 
ent interests,  their  importance  in  war  or  peace, 
their  character  as  connected  with  agriculture 
or  commerce,  with  necessaries  or  luxuries,  with 
the  capabilities  or  exigencies  of  the  country ;  it 
reduces  them  all  as  a  gardener  trims  a  hedge, 
eottlDg  every  thing  to  the  same  level,  without 
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reference  to  any  thing  but  uniformity.  What- 
ever may  be  the  legl^tion  of  foreign  Govern- 
ments, whatever  the  competition  and  power 
bronght  to  bear  upon  a  given  department  of  in- 
dustry, this  bill  fixes  its  position  and  condition 
immovably,  and  leaves  it  at  the  mercy  of  those 
who  may  choose  to  asa^  it,  and  in  any  waj 
they  choose.  Ur.  B.  sakt  that  be  would  detain 
the  House  no  longer.  The  victim  is  bound,  and 
he  would  not  delay  the  sacrifice.  Bnt  he  ooold 
have  wished  the  offering  had  been  made  1^ 
other  hands. 

Mr.  WiuiAUB  moired  the  previous  question, 
and  the  House  sustained  the  motiai :  Yeas  08, 
nays  65. 

The  previous  questiMi  was  carried :  Teas 

109,  nays  86. 

Ilie  main  question,  viz.,  "Shall  the  bill 
pass  ? "  was  then  put  and  decided  by : 

Tus. — Messrs.  Adair,  Alexander,  Chilton  Allan, 
Robert  Allen,  Anderson,  Angel,  Archer,  Armstroog, 
John  S.  Barbour,  Barnwell,  Barrtnger,  James 
Bates,  Bell,  Bergen,  Bethna«,  JsmM  Blair,  John 
Bltir,  Boon,  Bonck,  Bonldin,  Biancft,  John  Brod* 
bead,  Bulhurd,  Cambreleng,  Carr,  Carson,  Cblnn, 
Claibome,  CSay,  Clayton,  Coke,  Connor,  Corwin, 
Coulter,  Craig,  Creigbton,  Daniel,  Davenport, 
Warren  R.  Dsris,  Doubleday,  Drayton,  Draper, 
Duncan,  Felder,  Fiadlay,  Fitxgerald,  Foster, 
ther,  Oilmore,  Gordon,  QxH&a,  Thomas  H.  Hall, 
William  HaU,  Harper,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hoffhuu, 
Holland,  Horn,  Howard,  Hubbard,  Irvin,  laaoka.  Jar- 
vis,  Jenifer,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Cave  Jobnsim, 
Joseph  Johnson,  Eavanagh,  Kerr,  Lamar.  Lansing, 
Lecompte,  Letcher,  Lewis,  Lyoo,  Hardla,  Uason, 
Marshall,  Maxwell,  William  McCoy,  HcDuffie,  Mo- 
Intyre,  McKay,  Mitchell,  Kewoan,  Newton,  Xnck- 
ells,  Patton,  Flnninaer,F<A,Reocher,  Roane,  Root, 
Semmes,  Sewall,  William  B.  Shepard,  Aug.  H.  Shep- 
perd,  Smith,  Speight,  Spence,  Stanberry,  Standifer, 
Francis  Thomas,  Philemon  Thomas,  Wiley  Thomp- 
son, John  Thomson,  Tompkins,  Verplanck,  Ward, 
Washington,  Wayne,  Weeks,  Elisba  Whittlesey, 
Campbdl  P.  White,  Edward  D.  White,  Wiokliffe, 
Williams,  WorthbgtOB— 119. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Heman  ADen,  AlUson, 
Appleton,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Babcock,  Banks,  Noyes 
Barber,  Barstow,  Isaac  C.  Bates,  Beardsley,  Briggi, 
John  C.  Brodhead,  Bucher,  Bnrd,  Bar^^ess,  CahooD, 
Chandler,  Choate,  Colder,  Lewis  Condict,  SUm  Gon- 
dit,  Eleutheros  Cooke,  Bates  Cooke,  Cooper,  Crane, 
Crawford,  John  Davis,  Dayao,  Dearborn,  Denny, 
Dewart,  Dickson,  Ellsworth,  George  Evans,  Joshua 
Evans,  Edward  Everett,  Horace  Everett,  Ford, 
Grennell,  UUaod  HaU,  Hiester,  Hodges,  Hogan, 
Hughes,  HunUngton,  Ihrie,  Ingersoll,  Kendall,  Ken- 
uon,  Adam  King,  John  King,  Henry  King,  Leavitt, 
Mann,  UcCarty,  Robert  McCoy,  McKennan,  Mercer, 
Milligan,  Muhlenberg,  Nelson,  Pearce,  Pendleton, 
Pierson,  Pitcher,  Potts,  Randdph,  John  Reed,  Ed- 
ward C.  Reed,  Russell,  Slade,  Southard,  Stephens, 
Stons,  Sutheriand,  Taylor,  Vinton,  Wardwell,  Wat- 
mougb,  WUkhi,  Wheeler,  Frederick  Whittlesey, 
Tonng— fiS. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  went  to  the  Sen 
ate. 
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.    WsinntBDAT,  February  27. 

Sevenue  Collection  Bill—IfvU^eati<m. 

The  Senate's  bill  further  to  provide  for  the 
edlection  of  the  revenae  (the  enforcing  bill) 
ooming  up, 

Ur.  VKBra^oxmoTed  that  theoonnderation 
of  that  bill  be  postponed  ontil  the  next  daj,  in 
order  that  the  House  should  take  up  the  appro- 
priation billfl)  several  <rf  which  remained  to  be 
acted  upon* 

Mr.  WioKUFFK  observed  that  there  seemed  to 
exist  adispoaition  in  the  House  to  pass  this  bill ; 
but  he  put  it  to  gentlemen  whether  it  was  right 
and  fair  to  pratpone  the  consideration  of  it  so 
£^  that  those  who  might  be  opposed  to  its  pas- 
sage ^onld  have  only  time  len  them  to  say  no, 
but  not  to  state'the  reasons  for  their  vote.  The 
House  was  bound  to  allov  at  least  time  enough 
for  a      discua^on  itf  the  bill. 

Ur.  CixasEsxsa  said :  This  was  the  last  d«r 
of  the  session  on  which  bills  ooold  be  discussed. 
The  appropriation  bills-  would  have  to  be  read 
a  third  Ume  to-morrow — to  postpone  would  be 
to  destroy  them. 

The  modon  to  postpone  was  decided  in  the 
native :  Teas  ?0,  nays  127. 

Mr.  Oabson  sud  that  the  bill  being  now  be- 
fore the  House,  he  wished  to  offer  a  few  ideas 
upon  Some  of  its  provisions. 

From  the  obvious  mt^oiity  ag^nst  him,  it 
would  have  been  useless  for  him  to  persevere 
in  attonpting  to  get  tiie  bill  committed ;  and 
therefore  it  was  that  he  had  withdrawn  his 
motton.  He  now  rose  to  perform  a  solemn 
Autf ;  Buoh  ft  one  as  he  had  once  hoped  would 
never  have  been  his  lot,  and  one  which  filled 
him  witib  the  deepest  regret:  it  was  to  part 
with  a  nomber  of  gentlemen  with  whom  it  nad 
been  his  pride  and  pleasure  heretofore  to  act. 
But  the  hour  was  come  in  which  he  was  called 
to  separate  himself  from  them.  He  regretted 
this  tiie  more,  as  he  knew  that  it  would  operate 
as  a  banishment  of  himself  from  the  regard  of 
a  man  whom  he  had  delighted  to  honor ;  a  man 
whom  he  had  served,  if  not  with  as  much  abil- 
ity, at  least  with  as  much  honest  seal  as  e\  er 
eon  felt  toward  the  person  uid  the  reputation 
of  his  own  fetiier.  rTever  had  his  heart  known 
aucfa  a  feeling  of  devotion  toward  any  human 
being,  unconnected  witli  himself  bv  blood,  as 
towtml  Andrew  Jackson.  Bot  he  had  arrived 
at  the  spot  whwe  they  must  part  Lear  had 
banished  his  Cordelia,  and  had  divided  his 
estate  between  Began  and  Goneril,  because  they 
were  more  vociferous  in  the  profession  of  their 
attachment  than  his  poor  Cordelia.  He  had 
banished,  too,  the  honest  Kent.  Yet  Mr.  0. 
felt  it  to  be  diflScult,  when  the  affections  of  the 
heart  had  once  been  so  devoted,  to  indulge  in 
any  sxpresuon  of  oensnre,  even  where  the  ob- 
ject of  those  affiBotioufl  was  most  in  error.  He 
felt,  on  the  contrary,  that  he  would  rather  hide 
aadj  tilings  from  the  world,  and  let  thorn  be 
consigned  to  perpetual  oblivion.  Bnt  this  bill 
— jwv  could  it  M  hidden  f  He  met  it  on  hh 
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way ;  he  had  not  gone  to  seek  it ;  it  met  him, 
and  he  could  not  avoid  it,  God  knew  what 
had  been  his  feelings  on  first  pemaiag  it.  He 
saw  at  once  that  the  line  of  separation  was 
drawn  fbrever.  The  fiinlt  was  not  his.  The 
measmre  had  broken  upon  the  nation  like  a 
thnnder-olap ;  it  was  not  merely  Mr.  O.'s  mis- 
forton&  but  that  of  the  whole  American  peo- 
ple. With  the  popolarity  he  enjoyed,  that  in- 
dividual could  have  done  more  good  than  any 
other  man  since  the  days  of  Wa&ington.  But, 
in  proportion  to  the  power  of  doing  good,  was 
the  oorrespondiog  power  of  doing  injury.  That 
injury  was  now  abont  to  be  Inflicted.  It  wonld 
be  inflicted  by  this  bill.  Mr.  C.  might  bp  mis- 
taken in  this  foreboding;  and  when  he  saw 
himself  separated  from  so  many  of  his  fi-iends  in 
relation  to  it,  he  wished  he  could  believe  that 
he  waa;  bat  he  could  not  see  saoh  a  bill  about 
to  pass  without  ofi^ng  some  feeble  (^position 
to  it.  He  would  remind  gentiemen  with  whom 
he  had  fbrmerly  acted,  and  who  now  were  pro- 
pared  to  vote  Ktr  this  bill  because  it  had  tiie 
£xecutive  recommendation,  of  some  things 
that  seemed  to  be  foi^tten.  He  was  well 
aware  tiiat  they  acted  under  a  high  sense  of 
duty,  and  considered  themselves  as  having  a 
high  moral  duty  to  perform.  Bat  he  would  re- 
call their  recollections  to  the  sessions  of  1826-'7 
when  a  gentleman  was  President  who  now  sat 
near  him  In  that  House,  (Mr.  Adams.)  The 
Executive  had  sentu  daring  that  session,  a  mes- 
sage to  the  Hotue  naviog  reference  to  the  exe- 
oation  of  a  treaty  wttii  ue  Oreek  Indians.  In 
that  paper  he  had  very  Bbrongly  squinted  at  the 
employment  of  foroe.  Be  had  spoken  in  it  of 
a  "superadded  oblintion"  arising  from  his 
oath  of  office.  Mr.  0.  and  his  coaqjators  had 
pounced  upon  the  passage  as  hungry  pikes 
would  pounce  apoa  a  roach.  They  were  all 
ready  in  a  moment,  with  tii«r  gaffs  on,  to  fly 
at  the  man  who  had  presumed  to  send  such  a 
message  to  that  House. 

[Mr  G.  here  quoted  the  message.] 

In  the  first  part  this  paper  said  that  the 
anthor  abstained  iVom  using  the  force  in  his 
oontrol,  because  he  knew  uiat  those  who  op- 
posed ue  execation  of  the  treaty  were  acting 
nnder  the  laws  of  a  sovereign  State,  and  be- 
lieved that  they  were  doing  their  duty.  Now, 
Mr.  0.  would  say  to  gentlemen  who  had  voted 
with  him  on  that  occasion,  that  before  they 
voted  for  the  present  bill  they  ought  to  go  to 
that  gentleman  and  ask  his  pardon.  It  was 
due  to  themselves.  It  was  due  to  tiim.  Every 
one  recollected  what  a  sensation  that  message 
had  produced  in  the  House;  every  one  must 
remember  the  able  report  upon  it  in  the  Sen- 
ate. Yet  there,  the  Execative  abstained  from 
using  force,  because  tiie  individuals  were  act- 
ing under  the  aathority  of  a  State,  Compare 
this  langnoge  with  the  bill  now  be&re  tho 
House;  It  was  Hyperion  to  a  Satyr.  Compare 
tiie  bill  with  the  alien  and  sedition  law— 4hat 
odious  act  which  had  been  virtually  repealed 
by  the  paUie  sentiment  of  the  American  peof^ 
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— and  it  dwindled  into  infflgnifioance.  A  com- 
pariBon  of  the  two  bills  would  be  snffldeut 
to  oonvince  waj  man  of  the  oharaoter  of  tiiis 
measure.  The  alien  law  empowered  the  Pres- 
ident to  order  snoh  as  be  mtgot  oondder  danger- 
ous and  snniected  aliens  to  depart  firom  the 
coantry ;  and  if  they  refiised,  to  impriBon  them. 

?Iere  Mr.  0.  qnoted  the  alien  law,^ 
hat  bill  permitted  a  man  to  be  tried  hy  his 
peers ;  but  did  this  bill  permit  any  Buch  thing  f 
IMd  the  alien  bill  send  a  sword  f  No ;  but  look 
at  what  this  bill  provided.  [Here  Mr.  0.  quoted 
Hie  clanse  in  relation  to  nnlawfnl  assemblages 
of  people.]  "Maj  be  deemed" — deemed  bj 
whom  ?  Why,  by  the  President,  to  be  sure ; 
or  by  a  creature  he  should  i^point.  What  did 
this  bill  do  but  pat  a  sword  mto  the  hand  of 
the  EzeentiTe  against  his  Mlow-citicenst  It 
empowered  him  to  ride  rongfa-sbod  over  the 
sovereignty  of  a  State  of  this  Unioo.  The  ad- 
vocates of  tbe  bin  might  deny  the  fact;  bat 
what  had  produced  the  act?  Was  it  not  ^e 
Bovereign  action  of  a  sovereign  State}  And 
what  had  the  House  heard  this  day  and  yester- 
day from  a  native  son  of  Carolina  f  from  a  gen- 
tleman indebted  to  her  for  his  birth  and  his  ex- 
istence ?  That  this  bill  was  all-important  to 
Ileal  the  wounds  of  a  minority  of  that  State. 

[Here  Mr.  MrrcnsLL,  of  South  Carolina,  in- 
terposed, and  flatly  denied  that  he  had  said 
any  sncfa  thing.} 

The  gentleman  oertainly  had  siud  fhtt  it  was 
dne  to  the  Union  party  of  South  Carolina  that 
the  should  pass.  And  why  f  It  gave  the  col- 
lector of  the  revenue  at  Charleston,  with  one  or 
two  others,  power  to  coll  out  the  forces  of  the 
whole  American  nation,  to  pnt  down  the  sover- 
eignty of  a  State  acting  through  a  m^ority  of  its 
citizens.  That  was  plainly  the  view  of  the  bill, 
and  of  those  who  supported  it ;  it  was  to  pat 
South  Carolina  down ;  it  was  to  put  her  leaders 
down;  none  could  doubt  this.  The  law,  in- 
deed, was  genera]  in  its  language ;  and  it  might 
even  now  be  brought  to  bear  upon  Massachu- 
setts, as  rightfully  as  npon  Sooth  Carolina ;  for 
the  Massachnsetts  L^datnre  had  passed  a  law 
which  certainly  squinted  hard  at  nullification ; 
the  weasel  was  in  part  out  of  the  ha^  though 
they  could  not  yet  see  the  whole  of  him.  And 
the  tariff  bill  might  yet  raise  storms  at  the 
Korth,  which  woiud  require  such  a  bill  as  this 
to  quelL  Though  now  the  bill  was  receiving 
the  aid  of  all  the  Eastern  Staties,  the  time  might 
yet  come  when  those  States  would  themselves 
be  lashed  with  the  whip  they  had  pot  in  the 
han^  of  the  Executive. 

The  bill,  it  appeared,  must  pass,  for  the  sake 
of  the  Union  par^  in  South  Carolina.  The 
State,  he  knew,  had  many  distinguished  citi- 
cens  within  the  limits  of  that  party ;  men, 
whose  characters  and  motives  he  believed  to  be 
perfectly  honorable  and  patriotic,  and  he  re- 
sretbHd  that  any  man  should  request,  on  their 
behalf,  that  such  an  act  as  this  should  pass 
aginnst  his  own  State.  While  he  heard  that 
request  preftored,  he  ooold  not  but  think  of  the 
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beautiful  lines  of  Moore  in  relation  to  Ireland. 
Had  this  bill  been  directed  against  North  Car- 
olina, and  Hr.  0.  bod  bera  a  member  of  a  large 
minori^  of  that  State,  and  a  minority  of  the 
State  (to  which  his  allegiance  was  dae)  had  re- 
solved itself  into  an  elementary  assembly,  and 
had  decided  that  the  constitution  had  been  vio- 
lated by  any  law  of  the  Union,  lie  should  have 
scorned  to  ask  the  aid  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment or  of  any  other  foreign  Government,  to  put 
down  hismo^er^to  tram^e  on  bis  parent,  and 
nend  down  her  name  dishonored  to  posterity. 

BceniTig  Smion. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
revenue  oolleotion  bill. 

Mr.  CuTTON,  of  Georgia,  rose  In  oppodtion 
to  the  bill.  It  has  been  well  said  by  an  old 
author,  sfdd  Mr.  C,  that  when  &  Government 
intends  to  commit  violence  upon  the  rights  of 
the  people,  its  first  attempt  is  to  pat  oat  the 
laws,  as  ouiers,  on  like  occasions,  put  out  the 
lights.  We  allow  the  disburdening  of  a  ship  in 
imminent  peril  of  wreck,  but  this  will  not  ex- 
cuse those  who,  upon  a  feigned  foresight  of  a 
State  tempest,  shall  immediately  cast  law  and 
consdenoe  overboard,  discard  and  quit  rudder 
and  compass,  and  so  assist  the  danger  they  pre- 
tend to  fear.  As  a  pretext  to  fall  upon  the 
people,  they  are  to  be  vimted  with  n*eqnent 
vexations ;  and  lest  these  should  be  heakid  hf 
that  generous  fbrbearanoa  pecniiar  to  a  love  of 
country,  their  sores  are  to  be  r^ained  and  ex- 
asperated,  under  all  the  nr^n^  circumstances 
t^t  come  within  the  invention  of  scandal. 
And  hence  it  is  a  principle  in  the  politics  of 
tyranny  to  make  every  infirmity  a  fault,  and 
every  fault  a  crime.  Such  as  study  to  be  great 
by  any  means,  must  by  all  means  forget  to  be 
just ;  and  they  that  will  usurp  dominion  over 
others,  must  first  become  slaves  to  the  worst 
of  tyrants — a  lust  after  power.  Power,  when 
onchfuned,  stops  at  nothing  short  of  full  gratifi- 
cation, ana  by  nothing  is  it  so  much  deliriited 
as  the  nd  rams  of  wasted  countries,  desolated 
fields,  and  demolished  -  habitations ;  and  this 
scene  a  greatly  heightened  in  its  hell-smitten 
aspect,  if  there  be  left  to  brood  over  the  mis- 
chief the  solitude  of  widowhood,  and  the  desti- 
tution of  orphaiuige.  Such  may  be  the  result 
of  diis  day's  legidation,  and  there  is  to  come 
oat  of  it  this  lesson,  that,  in  the  promptings  of 
ambition,  power  cannot  be  purchased  too  dear, 
though  it  cost  the  blood  of  millions.  In  the 
contemplation  of  a  principle  so  desponding, 
there  is  luft  one  consolation,  poor,  I  oonfoM, 
that  it  will  not  be  the  first  supremacy  that  has 
been  won  and  worn  npon  the  length  and  keen- 
noes  ot  a  usurping  aword. 

The  bill  ve  are  called  on  to  pass,  amounts  to 
a  decoration,  without  mincing  the  matter,  that 
the  States  of  this  confederacy,  as  States,  may 
be  compelled  by  the  military  force  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  yield  impli4»t  obedience  to  the  laws 
of  a  minority  of  Congress,  no  matter  what  may 
be  thdr  oharaoter ;  and  that  there  is  no  other 
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nli^  but  the  virtoe  of  tht  longest  sword  and 
the  strongest  arm,  wielded  under  the  dread  al- ' 
tematdve  of  triumph  or  treason.  And  what  is 
worse,  though  one  is  the  creature  of  the  other, 
yet  the  creator  alone  can  commit  treason.  The 
creature  has  nothing  to  lose  in  the  conflict.  It 
draws  its  resoorces  firom  the  aathor  of  its  own 
being,  by  which  it  makes  its  oonqnesta,  and  is 
sal^eot  to  no  pains  or  penalties ;  while,  on  the ' 
contrary,  the  State  has  er^  thing  to  torttM, 
and  pays  the  expense  of  the  war  on  both  ddea. 
Is  this  a  &lse  statoDMnt  of  the  ease?  Then 
what  has  prodaced  this  state  of  things  I  That 
which  has  prodaced  more  real  discontent 
th^D  all  other  matters  twndes;  I  mean  taxa- 
tion. In  countries  where  the  people  are  taxed 
to  sopport  the  ^>leador  of  Maga,  the  loxarious 
indulgence  of  noble  families,  of  particular  dy- 
nastiefl,  and  are  educated  to  believe  that  such 
impositions  are  all  right,  and  is  the  very  es- 
sence of  duty,  it  is  a  matter  of  little  con- 
cern how  moch  their  oppressors  afflict  them. 
But  in  tliis  enlightened  country,  where  men 
know  their  rights,  and  are  taught,  &om  the  re- 
publican simplicity  of  their  Government,  that 
taxes  are  property,  and  Just  bo  mnoh  and  no 
more  is  required,  as  is  honestly  necessary  for 
the  frugal  purposes  of  Government  to  protect 
the  residue  left  in  the  hands  of  the  contributor, 
it  becomes  a  subject  of  just  complaint  whenever 
these  limits  are  transcended.  For  whom,  then, 
are  these  taxes  levied  ?  Are  they  fbr  the  Gov- 
ernment? Not  so.  The  President  has  said 
they  are  not  necessary,  more  than  is  wanting 
ought  to  be  reduced ;  reoommehda  it,  and  con- 
siders the  South  badly  treated.  A  reduction 
of  six  millions  of  taxes,  which  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasnry  says  can  be  readily  spared,  will 
end  all  oar  stritea,  and  render  this  odiona  law 

Serfootly  nnneoeaaary.  Why  can  it  not  be 
one?  Was  Ihere  ever  before  an  instance  of 
one  portion  of  the  people  fighting  the  other  to 
keep  on  the  taxes,  and  the  Government  stand- 
ing by,  with  its  pockets  as  full  as  it  wants,  en- 
couraging the  battlel  Look  at  the  matter  in 
its  true  colors.  The  South  has  been  complain- 
ing for  ten  years,  in  every  form  that  unre- 
dressed injury  can  snggeat ;  and  they  have  been 
as  constantly  repelled  by  every  excuse  that  in- 
satiable avarice  could  invent,  and  none  so  often 
urged  OS  the  public  debt.  Well,  now  the  pub- 
lic debt  is  paid.  What  next}  Behold  the 
Qoveroment,  in  honeet  trntii,  comes  out  and 
sajs,  we  have  as  mnoh  as  we  want  out  of  you, 
and  more  too ;  hnt  here  are  a  few  eager  manu- 
facturers atan^ng  at  our  back,  who  state  that 
they  ore  not  yet  satisfied,  and  urge  as  a  reason 
why  we  shoold  let  them  sub^dize  you  a  little 
longer,  that  yon  are  putting  on  the  signs  of  re- 
bellion, and  it  will  never  do,  the  pride  of  the 
Government  will  not  suffer  it,  to  permit  you 
to  question  our  authority  to  tiuc  you  for  what- 
ever purpose  we  please.  True,  these  manufac- 
turers have  driven  yon  to  despeiiition,  and  to 
drive  you  oat  of  it  again  becomes  a  pretext  to 
keep  on  the  taxes,  Lay  down  your  arms,  fall 
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on  yonr  knees,  and  ruse  your  hands  and  eyes 
in  sapplication,  and  we  have  no  doubt  they 
will  take  the  matter  into  their  serious  oonsid- 
eration  at  the  next  session  of  Congress  I  Now, 
Mr.  Speaker,  you  may  think  this  is  no  hard 
matter  to  bear,  and  that  we  onght  to  try  it  a 
littie  longer ;  but  mark  me,  we  are  in  and  about 
the  very  point  where  it  can  be  endured  no 
longer,  and  this  Congress  would  do  well  to 
pansa  before  tiiey  move  any  fhrther.  What 
Is  it  yon  want— taxeel  For  what?  For  the 
Ooremmentt  Take  what  yon  please  to  onj 
amount  for  its  honest  pnrposes.  Have  yon 
ever  been  stinted!  Tour  Secretaiy  says  you 
cannot  pcsably  spend  more  than  fifteen  milllona, 
and  the  allowance  of  tills  sum  will  reduce  our 
burdens  six  miUions.  Why  will  you  not  do  it  t 
Do  yon  want  more  for  yourselves !  Only  ob- 
serve for  a  moment  how  bountifully  you  are 
supplied  out  of  these  fifteen  millions.  Bear 
with  me  while  I  tell  the  people,  who  are  work- 
ing nnder  God^s  curse  for  what  littie  they  earn, 
how  snmptuonsly  their  governors  live. 

First,  go  witii  me  to  the  palace  of  your  Prea 
ident;  see  the  splendm  of  his  honsenoldf  view 
the  lawns  and  urtifidal  hills  and  dales  that  sur- 
round his  mansion,  made  on  purpose  to  regale 
his  eye,  and  varied  every  year  to  relieve  his 
vision  from  the  dniness  of  monotony  I  All  this 
comes  out  of  the  estimate  of  fifteen  millions, 
stud  to  be  wanted  for  the  use  of  the  Govern- 
ment! Come  with  me  to  the  gaudy  exhibitions 
displayed  in  both  halls  of  Congress ;  see  our 
hundred  white  servants,  subject  to  our  beck 
and  oall,  and  we  can  hardly  lift  a  draught  of 
water  to  our  lips  without  their  help  I  See  the 
splendid  gardens  and  enclosures  provided  for 
our  specuil  comfort  and  ref^reshment  I  One 
pavement,  of  ninety  feet  in  length  and  forty  in 
breadth,  has  cost  four  thousand  dollars  1  One 
enolosnre  of  eight  acres,  for  a  botanic  garden, 
in  front  of  this  magnificent  building,  is  about 
to  cost  us  twenty  thousand  dollars.  The  bring- 
ing of  water  from  a  spring  in  the  acyacent  coun- 
try, to  sport  in  a  fountain  before  the  Gt^itcd, 
is  to  cost  thirty  tbonsand  more.  It  was  but  last 
night  you  gave  away  to  this  city,  alone,  eight 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  besides  one  hundred 
thousand  for  paving  its  streets.  The  appro- 
priation for  what  is  so  wastefhlly  scattered  over 
tbb  building  and  its  various  apartments,  I  mean 
faeH  and  stationery,  is  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  a  year,  a-  sum  sufficient  to  defnv  the 
separate  oivU  list  oi  half  the  States  in  the  lJuion. 
Two  thousand  dollars  to  paper  three  rooms  in 
the  President's  pala^ie,  enough  to  build  forty 
habitations  for  those  in  the  humbler  walks  of 
life,  who  are  the  tax-paying  people.  All  this,  i 
and  I  barely  mention  a  few  items,  to  show  the 
character  and  extravagance  of  public  expendi- 
ture, also  comes  out  of  this  estimate  of  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars,  intended  to  supply  the  wants 
of  the  Government. 

Yes,  sir,  the  wants  of  the  Government !  And 
when  the  people,  witii  a  holy  devotion  for  the 
Government  of  thnr  choice,  ore  willing  to  snl}- 
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mtt  to  these  impoddonfl,  and  to  gratify  these 
fro gal  wants,  it  u  not  enough ;  they  mxat  con- 
tribnte  to  the  similar  wants  of  private  gentle- 
men, and  to  the  gratifioation  of  toe  Uke  of 
splendor ;  becanse,  forsooth,  thaj  have  idle 
money  abont  them  tliat  most  be  pat  to  profit- 
able employment,  throngh  the  agency  of  the 
GoTemment,  and  at  the  expense  of  the  great 
mass  of  the  laboring  Soath.  And  when  the 
Soath  complains,  they  are  told,  yonr  conduct  is 
inwlent,  your  course  is  rebellions,  and  yonr  doc- 
trines are  treasonable  1  It  becomes  our  duty, 
and  is  demanded  by  the  dignity  of  onr  GoTem- 
moot,  in  the  language  of  uie  Chief  Hagtstrate 
of  the  nation  to  a  member  of  this  House,  "  to 
pnt  yon  down."  These  additional  taxei^  over 
and  above  the  wants  of  the  Oornnment,  so 
long  Gompldned  o^  and  now  of  a  diaracter  no 
longer  to  be  borne,  have  bronght  np  the  South 
to  the  point  of  resistance.  South  OaroUoa  has 
sud  she  submits  no  longer.  The  rest  of  the 
Sonth  will  soon  follow.  Tyranny,  always  cow- 
ardly, has  taken  the  alarm.  Every  thing  is 
magnified  into  rebellion.  Wonderful  signs,  as 
of  old,  have  appeared.  The  earth  and  air  are 
filled  with  prognostics.  Expresses  freighten 
ihe  country  from  'Washington  to  Charleston. 
A  steamboat  has  been  seen  to  reverse  its  fiag, 
the  Uni(m  down.  One  star  on  a  blood-red  fla^ 
has  been  seen  in  the  Sonth.  On  the  morning 
the  proclamation  made  its  appearance  in  the 
Senate,  no  prayers  had  been  said  in  that  body. 
The  flag  of  Congress,  on  that  same  momiug, 
was  observed  to  be  flapping  in  oonftttioD^  only 
half-mast  high.  One  of  the  thirteen  stare,  rep- 
resenting the  thirteen  St^es,  in  the  Virginia 
Capitol,  fell  on  the  day  that  that  grave  body 
were  discussing  federal  relations.  These  were 
fearful  omens  of  approaching  war  and  rebellion ; 
and  as  history  plainly  shows,  should  never  be 
disregarded  by  a  caatious  and  wise  Govern- 
ment. 

But,  Hr.  Speaker,  these  wonderful  signs  have 
produced  another  wonderful  conseqnenoe ;  like 
the  Dutch  apparitions  tibat  frightened  the 
EngUsh  King,  ihey  have  bronght  out  a  dmilar 
proclamation.  A  proclamation,  I  will  ventare 
to  say,  that  may  safely  challenge  the  world  for 
its  parallel.  By  what  authority  was  it  issued  ? 
Sir,  I  am  about  to  moke  a  declaration  that  I 
dare  any  man  to  deny.  I  affirm  that  there  is  no 
authority  in  this  Government  for  any  procla- 
mation from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
that  is  not  founded  apon  some  notorious  law. 
The  King  of  Great  Britain  dare  not  issue  his 
proclamation  nnless  supported  by  some  known 
statnte.  Now,  show  me  the  law  that  authorizes 
the  proclamation  in  qnesUon :  I  boldly  say 
there  is  none.  What !  nave  we  come  to  this, 
that  a  prodamation,  like  the  edicts  of  tlie 
Grand  Sultan,  is  to  be  the  rule  of  action  for  the 
free  people  of  these  United  States  1  That  the 
Prudent  shall  proclaim  in  written  instruments 
what  he  considers  to  bo  the  law ;  what  is  his 
interpretation  of  the  constitution;  and  that, 
according  to  his  views  of  eitiier,  the  soverdgn 
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States  shall  be  bound)  Is  any  here  so 
credulous  as  to  brieve  that  if  sooh  a  paper  had 
been  issued  by  the  expected  successor  <d  the 
present  incumbent  against  such  a  State  as 
Virginia,  It  wonld  have  been  tolerated  for  a 
single  moment  south  of  the  Pot(miao?  No 
sir,  it  wonld  have  been  burnt  in  every 
town  and  hamlet  throughout  all  that  region. 
And  pray,  sir,  what  is  the  nature  of  it !  In  one 
breath  it  reasons;  in  the  next  it  threatens; 
now  it  ai^es,  then  it  raves ;  here  it  is  pathetio, 
there  it  is  satiric ;  in  one  moment  it  is  serious, 
in  another  it  is  ironical;  sometimes  grave,  at 
others  petulant ;  in  some  places  it  is  persuasive, 
in  others  intolerant ;  in  many  parts  absolute, 
and  evei7irhere  dictatorial.  It  arraigns  the 
motives  men ;  is  abusive  of  particular  obar- 
actov;  hnputes-  base  deigns  to  the  public 
authorities  of  a  State,  and  denounces  the  leaders 
of  the  people  of  that  State  as  traitors :  losing 
sight  of  the  dignity  of  a  State  paper  emanating 
from  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  a  great  Govern- 
ment, it  descends  to  personalities,  and  those  ore 
directed  against  personal 'enemies;  its  author 
calls  himself  the  father  of  the  misguided  people 
of  Sonth  Carolina.  The  "  father  t  '*  mind  that  I 
the  language  used  to  the  red  people  of  the 
West.  Your  "  great  father  "  says  so  and  so ; 
in  the  name  of  every  thine,  have  we  come  to 
^at  ?  The  States  sunk  into  Indian  tribes  I  But, 
Mr.  Speaker,  the  worst  part  of  this  matter  is  to 
be  told ;  that  while  this  friendly,  feeling,  flat- 
tering, fatherly,  and  fighting  proclamation  is 
reclaiming  a  State  from  the  error  of  its  ways, 
it  is  delivering  over  the  whole  of  the  States 
into  the  hands  of  the  General  Government  to 
be  consolidated,  and  henceforth  to  be  known 
no  more  as  sovereign  States.  The  repablican 
party,  who  have  been  contending  for  State 
rights  for  upwards  of  tiiirty  years,  and  fondly 
believed  they  had  gloriously  achieved  tiieir 
object,  have  had  their  trophies  levelled  in  the 
dust  at  a  single  blow,  and  themselves  bound, 
hand  and  fbot,  and  thrown  into  the  power  of 
their  old  vanquished  enemies.  What  a  revolu- 
tion I  and  how  suddenly  accomplished  I 

But  it  is  sud  the  proclamation,  though  erro- 
neous in  principle,  was  issued  from  the  best  of 
motives.  Yes,  Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  not  a  whip- 
ping-post, a  jul,  or  a  gallows,  that  may  not 
claim  the  some  merit ;  but  when  they  ore  abused 
for  the  purposes  of  fraud  and  oppression,  it  is 
but  of  littie  comfort  to  the  sufferer  to  point 
him  to  the  good  motives  that  lie  at  the  foun- 
dation of  tSeir  institution.  I  wish,  however, 
this  celebrated  instrument  had  even  the  virtue 
of  their  design  for  its  appearance. 

This  prockmation  has  been  followed  up  by 
a  cool,  calculating  message,  confirming  all  its 
principles,  and  donandhig  the  bill  now  under 
discnsdoD.  This  bill  requires  force  to  put 
down,  not  the  tumult  of  a  few  individuals 
acting  upon  their  own  responsibility,  but  the 
solemn  and  deliberate  act  of  the  people  of  a 
whole  sovereign  State,  assembled  in  convention 
in  the  same  manner  in  which  they  assented  to 
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the  federal  coDstitation,  and  asserted  nnder  all 
the  forms  known  to  a  weU-organi7«d  and  inde- 
pendent Government,  Sir,  this  bill  does  not  blink 
the  question ;  it  asks  for  the  power  of  declaring 
war  against  a  State,  aaA  for  the  use  of  the 
army  and  navy,  to  give  snoceas  to  that  war. 
And,  sir,  we  are  about  to  ^^t  it.  We  are 
abont  to  do  that  against  a  sister  State,  which 
we  dare  not  do  i^ainst  a  foreign  nation.  We 
dare  not,  without  a  formal  declaradon  of 
war,  whicui  alone  rests  with  the  representatives 
of  uie  people,  where  it  shonld  rest,  for  they 
are  answerable  for  unnecessary  wars,  confer 
upon  the  President  the  power  to  use  the  army 
uid  navy  against  any  nation  that  should  prove 
unmindful  of  its  obligations.  Sir,  the  message 
contemplated  war,  whatever  persona  may  say 
as  to  its  peaceable  character.  Did  not  the  Presi- 
dent enter  into  a  learned  legal  disquisition, 
.  displaying  his  usual  profound  research  into 
the  depths  of  that  science,  even  down  to  the 
fendal  origin  of  his  subject,  to  show  that  the 
potte  eomttattu  was  a  militaiy  force,  and  as  such 
might  be  resisted t  What  was  this  for!  That 
if  South  Carolina  should  attempt  to  use  this  in- 
strument, which  she  and  all  other  GoTeroments 
have  used  timeout  of  mind,  to  oarryinto  effect 
her  legal  process,  and  which  she  will  continue  to 
use,  when  necessary,  in  all  other  cases  where 
her  own  citizens  are  alone  concerned,  it  is  to 
be  conndered  the  use  of  force  on  her  part.  It 
must  cease  to  be  employed  in  cases  where  tiie 
General  Government  is  a  party,  and,  if  used,  it 
is  to  be  treated  as  a  military  force^  and  shot  down 
by  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United  States.  As 
well  may  the  courts  and  their  sheriff  be  consid- 
ered as  a  military  force,  and  treated  in  like 
manner.  Does  not  every  one  perceive  that-this 
is  the  way  the  civil  war  is  to  commence  1  The 
sheriff  aud  hia  unarmed  jwsM,  are,  by  a  forced 
oonstruction,  and  at  the  special  instance  of  the 
President,  to  salt  the  oocanon,  made  a  hostile 
array  as  against  the  Fedoral  Govwcment,  (but 
perfectly  lawful  as  against  the  State's  own 
citizens,)  and,  as  such,  are  to  be  murdered  by 
the  United  States  troops.  Does  any  man  in  hia 
proper  senses  believe  that,  when  such  a  scene 
commences,  the  good  people  of  South  Carolina 
are  going  to  stand  around  the  dead  bodies  of 
their  sons  with  folded  arms,  and  temely  submit 
to  such  bntehery  1  And  if  they  will  not,  where 
is  it  to  stop !  Do  gientlemen  flatter  themselves 
it  will  be  confined  to  South  Carolina  alone  ? 
They  must  have  a  very  contemptible  opinion 
of  the  other  Soathem  States,  either  as  req)ect8 
their  oourage  or  varat^ty,  for  thtj  have  more 
than  once  said  they  wiU  not  submit  to  the 
tariff;  and  I  trust  ibey  will  have  discern- 
ment enou^  to  see  that  the  destruction  of  Caro- 
Una  Is  sought  on  that  very  account  The  South 
may  prove  recreant ;  it  may  falsify  all  its  former 
strong  asseverations ;  it  may  abandon  South 
Carolina  after  the  work  of  death  begins ;  they 
may  turn  out  to  be  a  talking,  and  not  a  fighting 
pe(^le ;  but  I  shall  not  believe  it  till  I  see  itL 
notwithstanding  the  proolamatitm  and  this  bill 
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are  supported  by  some  Southern  membera. 
The  first  and  fifth  sections  of  this  bill  allow 
the  President  to  nse  military  foroe,  and  these 
are  to  renuun  in  operation  to  the  end  of  the 
next  session  of  Congress.  The  other  sections 
confer  great  powers  on  the  federal  court,  and 
are  intended  to  be  permanent  I  think  I  ctui 
perceive  that  in  some  of  these  provisions  my 
own  State  is  to  have  another  difficulty,  either 
with  the  In^ans  or  the  General  Government; 
but  as  she  can,  as  heretofore  take  care  of  her- 
self; I  shall  not  now  moot  this  point  with  the 
House,  but  go  on  to  show  that,  nnder  the  fifth 
section  a  common  marshal,  especially  if  he  be 
opposed  to  his  own  Stete,  a  thing  not  very 
unlikely,  may  involve  this  whole  country  m 
one  universal  blaze  of  civil  war.  The  Present 
is  authorized  to  call  out  the  military  force,  when 
informed  by  a  federal  Judge  that  *'  any  law  or 
laws  of  the  United  States,  or  the  execution 
thereof"  is  obstructed  by  **  any  unlawful  mean^ 
too  great  to  be  overcome  by  the  power  vested 
in  the  marshal."  Now,  who  informs  the  fed- 
eral judge  of  tills  &ct  f  Does  not  every  one 
see  it  most  be  the  marshal  t  Who  Jn^ces  of  the 
"nolawfhl  means,  too  great  to  be  overoome  ?  ** 
Is  it  not  the  marshal!  And  mnst  not  the  judge 
certify,  upon  his  infbrmationf  Should  a» 
choose,  in  the  plenitude  of  his  great  wisdom 
and  caution,  to  consider  an  assemblage  of  the 
good  people  of  Gharleston,  at  the  oircna,  con- 
vened to  enress  resolutions  on  federal  tcIof 
tions  as  "un&wfbl  means,  too  great  to  be  over- 
come," and  should  they  not  disperse  upon  the 
coming  of  the  proclamation,  what  is  to  hinder 
the  army  and  navy  from  doing  their  deeds  of 
death  upon  this  unoffending  people  1  Sir,  the 
power  is  too  tremendous  to  be  given  to  anyone 
man  that  ever  did  or  ever  will  live  upon  tlUa 
earth,  especially  in  times  like  these,  of  per* 
sonaL  passion,  par^  prejudice,  and  dowotM 
excitement  I  would  not  grant  it  to  the  Presi- 
dent, even  if  he  could  be  personally  presents 
with  all  his  peculiar  moderation  and  love  of 
peace,  to  judge  of  the  "  nnlawfbl  means  "  him- 
self, mnch  less  a  partisan  marshal,  bent  upon 
the  triumph  of  hb  party,  even  at  the  en»ense  of 
the  lives  of  his  adversaries,  a  pas^tn  which  has 
not  been  without  its  maDifsst  exhibition,  evea 
within  these  walls. 

Mr.  Isaacs,  of  Tennessee,  Btai :  I  will 
advance  such  reasons  as  occur  to  me,  and 
which  I  have  not  heard  given  by  others, 
why  this  bill  ought,  at  this  time,  to  Im  passed. 
I  can  tinly  say  that  I  rejoice  with  those  who 
do  r^oice,  thf^  by  the  passage  of  the  UIl  for 
the  reduction  ai  the  taxtS,  the  olive  branch  of 
peace  has  been  extended  to  the  discontented 
pet^le  of  the  South,  and  nothing  could  have 
afforded  me  more  pleasnre  than  to  find  it  ac- 
ceptable (so  &r  as  we  can  judge)  to  Southern 
members,  and  that,  I  admit,  gives  a  great  de- 
gree of  assurance  that  it  will  be  satis&ctory  to 
their  constituents;  and  some  have  expressed 
their  belief  that  it  would,  while  others  have 
doubted.  But  they  cannot  give,  neither  can 
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we  receive  from  them  a  pledge  that  it  will  be 
accepted.  Tboagb  much  has  been  conceded, 
still  it  stops  short  of  the  demands  of  South 
Carolina,  and  maj  be  rejected.  God  grant  it 
may  not.  Bat  are  onr  laws  such  light  and 
empty  things  that  thej  are  to  be  observed  or 
resisted  at  pleasnre  ?  After  what  Sooth  Caro- 
lina baa  already  done,  after  she  has  left  nothing 
undone  that  could  render  resistance  effectual, 
shall  we  leave  every  thing  to  chance,  and  do 
nothing  to  connteract  their  operations,  by  pro- 
viding the  means  for  the  effectnal  ezeontion  of 
oar  laws  f  contrary  to  all  oar  hopes,  Con- 
gress shoold  adjourn,  and  our  new  tariff  law 
ah  are  the  &te  of  the  former,  onlesa  this  bill  be- 
come a  law,  the  work  of  nullification  and  seces- 
sion wonld  then  go  on  triamphantly.  Bnt  what 
would  the  country  say  of  us!  We  should  have 
to  meet  the^nst  reproaches  of  our  constitaents, 
and  be  convmced,  when  it  wafl  too  late,  that  we 
had  been  too  confiding,  that  we  had  ritiked 
every  thing,  and  lost  all  that  our  inaction  ooald 
lose^  The  ordinance  of  South  Carolina  has  at 
QDe  sweep  prononnced  onr  whole  qrstem  of 
revenue  laws  noil  uid  void,  and  dodared  a  con- 
ditional aecesrion  ftom  the  Union ;  and  her 
le^ative  acta  have  carried  oat  the  scheme. 
Now,  I  will  not  stop  to  dispute  whether  all  tins 
can  be  (as  they  calf  it)  a  peaceable  remedy,  or 
what  is  meant  by  nuUiflcation  and  secession. 
In  the  plain  English  definition  and  common 
sense  view  of  their  proceedings,  I  pronounce 
them  to  be  revolutionary  in  th^r  character 
and  tendencies.  And  who  will  peril  the  safety 
of  tiie  country  npon  the  uncertainty  of  their 
going  backward  rather  than  forward  t  Oar  ac- 
quaintance with  human  natnre  and  the  history 
of  ages,  even  fiuther  back  than  the  time  of  Lord 
Somers,  should  remind  us  that  when  the  ele- 
ments of  society  are  ^tated,  disturbed,  and 
shaken  asunder,  as  when  the  fountains  of  the 
great  deep  are  broken  up,  they  are  not  readily 

Suieted  and  confined,  and  often  defy  all  bounds, 
lod  it  sometimes  happens  that  those  who  start 
foremost  in  the  career,  either  of  revolntion  or 
reform,  are  outrun,  and  even  run  over,  and  left 
fbr  behind  by  their  more  ardent  and  reckless 
followers. 

This  may,  or  may  nol^  come  to  pass  in  South 
Carolioa.  There  is  in  that  State  perhaps  more 
tideat  than  in  any  other  in  proportion  to  their 
number  of  free  Inhabituits ;  bat  I  have  teen  and 
read  enoogh  from  tiiere  to  convince  me  that 
there  are  amongst  them  many  bold,  impatient, 
and  ambitions  spirits,  who,  for  anght  I  know, 
nay  think  some  of  their  present  leaders  too 
moderate  and  easily  satisfied ;  especially  if  they 
could  get  the  lead  themselTes,  In  speaking 
the  nullification  party  collectively,  as  I  do,  I 
must  not  be  understood  to  say  that  they  are 
bad  men ;  fiar  fhim  it ;  I  have  seen  enough  of 
hnman  nature  to  learn  that,  under  the  influence 
of  high  excitement,  surrounded  and  propelled 
by  concurring  circumstances,  good  men  will 
often  go  to  as  great  excesses  and  commit  as 
great  errors  as  bad  men;  and  tiie  difference  be- 


tween them  can  only  be  fonnd  in  the  motives 
by  which  they  are  actuated.  But  it  may  be 
said  that  all  this  is  mere  speculation,  from 
which  no  certain  results  can  be  shown.  Be  it 
so.  In  providing  the  means  of  security,  it  is 
not  necessary  that  the  danger  shoold  be  inevi- 
table. We  know  the  threatening  position  wfaidi 
they  have  taken :  they  may  proceed  to  put  in 
practice  what  they  have  pat  on  parchment. 
That  is  enough  for  na  to  know.  If  with  thi^ 
knowledge  we  refhse  to  act,  we  make  oonelvea 
answerable  for  the  consequenees. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  adverted  to  fbtare  prob- 
abilities, merely  in  connection  with  the  realities 
of  the  present  and  the  past;  and,  upon  the 
strength  of  these  realities,  I  shidl  insist  that  if 
we  wonld  vindicate  the  authority  and  honor  of 
the  Government,  we  have  no  choice  but  to  pass 
this  bill.  How  stand  the  facts  1  South  Caro- 
lina, in  the  highest  attitude  she  could  assume, 
and  in  the  most  decisive  form,  has  ordained 
that  all  the  revenue  laws  of  this  Qovemment 
are  nail  and  void,  and  shall  not  be  oairied  into 
effect  within  her  limits.  That  the  tventy-fifth 
aeotiou  of  the  judiciary  act,  which  this  House 
a  few  years  ago,  by  a  large  minority,  very  prop- 
erly, as  I  think,  refused  to  repeal,  shw  have 
no  effect  in  that  State.  And,  npon  certain  con- 
ditions, amounting  to  this,  that  If  she  is  pre- 
vented from  making  effectual  renstance  to  the 
laws,  she  will  no  longer  be  a  member  of  tiiis 
Union,  but  will  forthwith  proceed  to  form  a 
separate  and  independent  Government.  This 
oraiuance  of  the  convention  has  been  fttlly  car- 
ried out  and  adapted  to  practical  purposes  by 
the  enactments  of  the  Legislature.  And,  to 
complete  the  work,  a  large  military  force  is 
provided,  companies,  regiments,  and  it  might 
not  be  going  too  for  to  ag^,  armies,  are  oigan- 
i;!ed,  equipped,  and  ready  for  the  field.  We 
learn,  also,  that  they  have  mounted  the  bine 
cockade.  I  wonder  how  it  came  to  be  bine. 
I  have  heard  of  blue  laws  and  blue  lights,  of  the 
blue  bells  of  ScoUand,  and  the  bonnets  <k  bloe ; 
but  I  never  before  heard  of  blue  cockades  t 
But,  without  refflpect  to  color,  it  is  a  badge  of 
hostility — an  emblem  of  war. 
[Mr.  MoDiTFFiB  denied  the  flag.] 
I  return,  sud  Mr.  Isacsb,  to  the  far  weightier 
matters ;  the  ordinance,  the  statutes,  the  mili- 
tary preparations.  These  are  undeniable,  and 
here  I  will'htdd.  How  long  these  are  to  abide, 
we  know  not;  but  this  we  know,  that  they 
now  exist  in  all  their  force  and  vigor.  And 
shall  these  measures  of  resistance  and  defianoe 
be  taken  in  the  face  of  the  American  people, 
and  the  world,  and  meet  with  no  rebuke  ?  Shall 
nothing  be  done  that  will  tell  to  all,  now  and 
hereafter,  what  is  the  sense  of  the  nation  on 
this  procedure  1  We  cannot  do  less  than  provide 
adequate  means  to  counteract  the  pro^revs  of  nul- 
lification, if  it  is  persisted  in;  and  if  it  is  not,  so 
much  the  better,  our  act  will  then  be  inoperative. 

Mr.  Blaib,  of  South  Carolina,  followed: — 
I  repeat  now,  what  I  have  said  again  and 
again,  that  I  shall  regard  the  n;jection  uf  this 
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bill  as  a  iwgstiv*  aanetira  of  nullification,  and 
an  indirect  reboka  of  tbo  Union  part/  in  Sonth 
Oanrflna.  I  have  not  asked  tUa,  or  an/  other 
measure^  for  tlw  pmonal  eafbt/  of  the  Union 
parfy :  I  have  repeated!/  diidwmed  it,  entirel/ 
and  vnoonditUnuul/.  We  ask  not  perBonal  pro- 
tection :  we  wonld  naSee  annihilation  before 
we  woold  invoke  aid  in  that  respect  But  we 
tiiink  tiiere  ia  aomething  dne  to  onr  charaoter 
and  feelings.  And  I  sabmit  it  to  the  candid 
oonsideratum  of  this  Hoose  whether  it  wonld 
be  generoQs  or  politic  to  make  a  "  soapegoat " 
of  the  "  Union  part/,"  to  Iwar  away  the  ^os  of 
noUlfieation  to  the  wUdemese,  in  order  to  oon- 
(^iate  the  diBOTganizers  in  Sonth  Oarolina.  Sop- 
pose  /on  do  so  on  this  occasion,  what  enconr- 
agement  wonld  an  ordarl/,  w«I-diqK>sed  mi- 
nori^  In  a  refractor/  State  have  to  stand  up 
for  ue  dilgnity  of  this  Government  and  the  ez- 
eentirai  of  its  Uwa  in  a  ooming  aa/ 1  Goold 
/on  expect  snch  a  minorit/  in  a  rebellions  State 
to  hazMxt  their  personal  liberty,  their  lives  and 
fortunes,  to  ral^ect  themselves  to  civil  and  po- 
litical disfranchisemeat,  to  obloquy  and  re- 
proach, and  to  peril  their  all,  as  the  Union  par- 
ty in  Sonth  Carolina  have  done,  ia  defence  of 
the  Union,  and  the  institnUons  of  the  oonntry  ? 
No,  sir,  yon  oonld  not  expect  it  They  would 
remind  yon  of  the  fate  of  the  "  Union  party  " 
In  South  Carolina.  I  can  assure  the  gentleman 
from  NcMrtii  Candina,  and  I  assure  this  House, 
tiiat  tiie  duly  now  imposed  on  me  in  relation  to 
this  bill,  ia  nr  from  being  a  pleasant  one.  It 
wUl  be  remembered  that,  at  the  oommeuoement 
of  the  sesrion,  I  asked  and  obtained  leave  tn 
witiidraw  from  the  Military  Committee,  of 
which  I  was  a  member.  I  did  this  under  an 
impression  that  posriblj  it  might  l>ecome  the 
duty  of  that  committee  to  recommend  some  co- 
ercive means  to  counteract  the  rash  measures 
of  the  ruling  party  In  the  State  from  which  I 
come.  Had  I  remained  a  member  of  that  com- 
mittee, I  could  not  oppose  any  proposition  that 
might  be  deemed  necessary  for  potting  down 
nanifioationandttsconcoroitantmeasures,  with- 
out indirec^  ^dii^  and  abetting  what  I  con- 
i&der  a  rebellions  prooeeding,  or,  at  least  a  pro- 
ceeding of  relwUions  tendency ;  and  it  was  re- 
pugnant to  my  feelings  to  assist,  as  a  member 
of  a  committee,  in  recommeoding  to  this  House 
any  measnres  or  means  of  coercion  agunst  the 
misguided  State  of  South  Carolina.  I  was  un- 
willing to  sabject  myself  to  the  appearance,  or 
to  the  reproaches  even  of  the  nulliners,  of  aid- 
ing to  inflict  blows  on  the  State  which  I  in  part 
represent  The  publio  interest  and  safety  did 
not  require  that  I  shoold  matie  that  sacrifice  of 
feeling.  My  place  on  the  committee  could  be 
easily,  perhaps  advantageously,  sapplied,  with- 
out detriment  to  the  action  of  this  House,  or  ta- 
Jnry  to  the  paUlo  service.  But  now  the  case 
IS  diSbrent ;  I  feel  myself  difibrenti/  sitoated. 
I  am  called  upon,  not  only  as  a  representative 
of  South  Carolina,  bnt  as  a  representative  of 
the  American  pet^le,  to  discharge  a  solemn  and 
conseientiona  ant/,  whUdi  cannot  be  performed 
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by  a  substitute.  Here  Is  an  unpleasant  dntj  to 
be  performed,  whioh  cannot  be  evaded  by  re> 
ferring  it  to  a  committee  of  which  I  am  not  a 
meml>er.  The  question  presents  itself  to  thb 
House,  and  ia  not  to  be  bnuked  by  an/  membw 
here  unless  he  proves  recreant  to  the  trust  re- 
posed in  him.  1  have  come  to  the  oonclnuon, 
some  time  since,  tiiat  it  is  mv  bonnden  duty  to 
vote  for  this  bill,  and  I  shau  not  shrink  from 
the  responsibility  of  doing  so,  be  the  conse- 
quences to  myself  what  they  may.  Were  I  to 
vote  against  tiiis  bill,  I  should  consider  myself 
08  givGig  an  indirect  sanction  to  nullification, 
seoes^on,  and  all  the  absnrditiea  which  accom- 
pany these  political  heresies.  It  is  imposuble^ 
therefore,  that  I  abonld  vote  against  the  biU; 
and  to  withhold  my  vote,  wonld  be  neari/ 
equivalent  to  m/  ne^ticm  of  tiie  Ull. 

Thussoat,  February  B6. 
SeMnvs  CoUeetion  £ill—2fuU^eatian. 

S7KSITSQ  SISSION. 

The  House  resumed  the  oonsideration  of  the 
revenue  collection  biU. 

Mr.  Fo&TBB,  of  Georgia,  said :  It  is  not  to  be 
disguised  that  this  is  an  administration  meas- 
ure; it  comes  to  us  not  only  improved,  bnt 
asked  for  by  the  Exeoutive ;  and,  therefore,  as 
a  friend  of  the  administration,  it  would  have 
given  me  great  pleasore  to  have  been  able  to 
yield  it  my  feeble  support  But,  however  high 
my  reflect  fbr  the  Fre^dent  mi  his  oonstitn- 
tional  advisers,  I  cannot  sustain  their  policy  at 
the  sacrifice  of  my  own  principles  and  opinions. 
I  shall  never  be  so  much  the  partisan  or  friend 
of  any  man  as  to  sorrender  the  honest  convic- 
tions of  my  own  judgment  In  opposing,  bow- 
ever,  tiie  recommendations  of  the  Pre«deut 
with  regard  to  South  Carolinsj  I  take  the  occa- 
sion to  disclaim  any  impotation  whatever  on 
his  motives.  In  the  integrity  of  his  motives 
snd  the  purity  of  his  patriotism,  I  have  the  ut- 
most confidence — quite  as  much,  certmuly,  as 
many  gentiemen  around  me  who  are  bo  zeal- 
ondy  sustaining  these  recommendations. 

I  owe  it  to  myself,  Mr.  Speaker,  also  to  ssy 
that  I  do  not  appear  here  as  the  advocate  of 
Sonth  Carolina.  I  do  not  approve  her  reoent 
measures.  Do  not  imagine,  however,  that  I  am 
about  to  join  in  those  unmeasured  ceusures  and 
denunciations  whioh  have  been  so  lavishly  be- 
stowed upon  her.  No,  sir;  this  ia  a  crusade 
in  which  I  shall  be  among  tlie  last  to  enlist ;  it 
is  an  enterprise  which  presents  no  temptations 
to  my  ambition ;  It  is  a  field  in  which  I  shall 
gather  no  laurels.  Sir,  South  Carolina  is  the 
natural  ally,  the  sister  of  Georgia.  Her  gallant 
SODS  are  our  neighbors,  our  brethren,  our  fellow- 
sufferers;  and.  while  disapproving  their  acts, 
I  can  most  tral/  say,  that  with  all  thdr  fiuilta 
I  love  them  still." 

Yes,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  passage  of  this  bill 
will  be  anotlier  deep  (God  grant  it  may  not  bo 
a  fatal)  stab  to  the  constitution.  And  really 
I  had  hoped  that  its  already  nuui|^  bod/ 
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would  have  protected  it  from  farther  outrage. 
The  condition  to  which  yonr  repeated  attacks 
have  rednoed  it,  ia  suffident,  It  mlRht  be  mp- 
poeed,  to  diaann  erm  its  moit  vlndiotlTe  ene- 
mtea.  Letme  entnatyoa,tiMn,to  ati^t^  up* 
lifted  ann,  and  withfam,  it  may  be,  tiie  flnisliing 
Mow.  Sir,  bad  I  the  power,  like  Mark  Antony, 
**  I  wonld  pat  a  tonsne  in  every  wonnd  "  which 
jottr  ill-Jiiaged  l^^tion  baa  made,  to  implore 
yoor  foroei^anoe. 

To  those  around  me  who  have  recently 
evinced  so  much  zeal  in  the  cause  of  the  oonsti- 
totion,  and  affected  so  much  anxiety  to  save  it 
ttcm  aacrll^ons  hands,  I  puticnlarly  appeal. 
I  esperaally  invoke  the  aid  of  an  honorable 
gentleman,  (Mr.  Vnrron,  of  Ohio,)  who,  a  few 
eroiings  ago,  in  the  fervency  ot  his  patriotinn, 
was  Tonir  to  see  all  onr  nvers  nmning  with 
Uood,  and  diis  great  oonfisderacy  eonverted  into 
one  Taat  slanghter-hoase,  rather  than  bare  one 
tittle  of  the  oMwtitntion  obliterated  by  force. 
And,  sir,  had  I  bnt  a  Roall  portitm  of  that 

Eowerfhl  and  commanding  eloquence,  which  2 
eard  on  a  recent  occarion,*  in  another  place, 
in  the  anticipation  of  dangers  to  this  sacred  In- 
stmment,  calling  on  all  the  people' to  its  res- 
ene,"  in  a  tone  and  manner  which  I  can  never 
forget,  and  which  filled  me  with  emotions  too 
big  for  utterance — I  repeat,  sir,  did  I  possess  a 
particle  of  his  overpowering  eloonence,  I  wonld 
call  in  loud  strains,  not  upon  "all  the  people," 
bat  upoa  these  their  representatives,  in  this 
honr  at  imminent  peril  to  oome  to  the  aid  (rf  the 
eonaUtntion,  and  save  it  from  the  danger  which 
flireatens  it,  from  speciotis  and  snbtle  const rnc- 
tivn.  For  if  it  mnst  iUI,  it  matters  little 
whether  by  the  hand  of  violence,  or  by  the  nn- 
perceived  and  nndermining  process  of  ineeni- 
ons  and  planiAble  sophistry.  I  wonld,  indeed, 
prefer  the  attack  by  open  violence,  becanse 
then  we  coold  see  the  extent  of  the  danger,  and 
might  prepare  to  encoanter  it. 

Bat,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  first  section  of  this  bill 
ftartber  provides  that,  to  enable  the  collector 
more  effectually  to  euet  the  payment  of  cash 
dntiee,  as  pn^Kised,  he  shall  seue  and  detain 
ftUvenelaand  cargoes nntiltiiedntiea are  paid; 
and  in  the  evoit  of  an  attonpt  to  take  saeh 
TesaeLs  or  cargoes  from  the  possewicm  of  the 
ooIlectoT  by  any  force,  combination,  or  assem- 
blage of  Individaals,  or  by  any  process  other 
than  from  a  court  of  the  United  States,  the 
I^erident,  or  anoh  person  as  he  shall  empower 
tor  that  pnrpose,  may  employ  snoh  part  of  the 
land  and  naval  forces,  or  militia  of  the  United 
States,  as  may  be  necessary  to  prevent  the  re- 
moval of  the  vessels  or  cargoes  from  the  poases- 
rion  of  the  oflScers  of  the  customs,  &c. 

8ir,  that  proneness  to  remst  the  exercise  of 
all  powers  not  delegated  to  as,  of  which  the 
House  has  had  wme  evldenoe,  invmpted  me, 
when  a  pn^writion  waa  made  to  eonftr  power 
ao  great,  and  of  sneh  dangerous  tendenoy,  to 
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oonsnlt  agidn  the  charter  under  which  we  act. 
On  examining,  with  great  care,  I  find  in  the 
constitution  t£at  "  Congress  sludl  have  power 
to  provide  fbr  calling  forth  the  ndlitia  to  exe- 
eat»  the  laws  of  theUnion,  to  fDpi»«BB  insnr^ 
reetions,  and  r^)d  InvanMis."  The  very  ob- 
ject of  the  bin  on  your  table  is,  to  enable  the 
President  toexeoute  the  laws.  Now,  I  will  not 
say  that,  in  extreme  cases,  when  no  o^er  means 
could  be  available,  Congress  might  not,  under 
tiie  power  to  "  pass  m  laws  necessary  "  to 
carry  the  granted  powers  into  effect,  resort  to 
the  regular  army  and  navy ;  but  I  will  say  that 
the  very  provision  for  calling  forth  the  militia 
shows  very  clearly,  that  in  the  view  of  the 
framers  of  the  constitution,  the  execution  of  the 
laws,  if  military  force  shoald  be  necessary, 
should  be  left  to  tiie  miUtia,  the  yeomanry  of 
tiie  country.  Onr  anoeston,  in  uieir  diffiou)^ 
ties  with  the  mother  conntiy,  had  leaned  a 
lesson  as  to  the  enforcement  of  laws  by  tlie  aid 
of  a  standing  army,  from  which  they  seom  to 
have  profited;  and  they  confided  this  danger- 
ous trust  to  those  who  were  moat  deeply  inter- 
ested in  a  faithftil,  but  mild  execution  of  tiie 
laws — tiie  great  body  of  the  people.  And,  upon 
the  maxim,  that  "  the  hiciosion  of  one  is 
tlie  exclusion  of  all  others,"  the  provision  for 
calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws,  ex- 
clndes  the  idea  that  any  other  force  was  con- 
templated for  this  purpose. 

That  this  was  the  view  of  those  wbo  were 
concerned  in  the  formation  of  the  oonstitntion, 
is  plainly  inferrible,  from  the  foot  that  the  first 
laws  passed  for  the  suppression  of  insnrreotiona 
in  1793  and  1796,  were  entitled  acts  '*to  pro- 
vide for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the 
laws  of  the  Union,  sappress  insurrection,  and 
repel  invasion,"  in  the  very  words  of  the  oon- 
stitotional  provirion. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  maintun  that  the  present 
attitude  of  South  Carolina  doea  not  furoisb  such 
a  case  as  was  contemplated  by  the  constitation, 
where  the  laws  were  to  be  executed  even  by 
the  militia.  There  is  no  insurrection  "  there^ 
witiiin  the  meaning  of  the  ecmstitntion,  nor  ia 
there  snoh  a  "  oranbination  to  obstnust  the  exe- 
entim  of  the  laws "  aa  contemplated  by  the 
acts  of  179S  and  1795.  Whatever  proceeding 
is  had  under  the  ordinance  of  Bfmui  Carulina 
is  the  act  of  a  sovereign  State — it  is  the  exer- 
cise of  sovereign  power.  Whether  tiiis  right 
belongs  to  the  State,  it  is  not  necessary,  for  the 
pnrpose  of  this  ailment,  to  inquire.  She 
claims  it,  and  has  exercised  it,  and  any  act  done 
undertiie  authority  of  the  State,  will  be  protect- 
ed by  the  State.  To  attempt,  ther^ore,  to  re- 
daoe  individuals,  acting  under  this  authority, 
to  obedience  to  year  laws,  will  be  an  attempt  to 
coerce  the  State — it  will  be  making  war  upon 
the  State.  And  this  power,  as  stated  in  the 
report  of  the  Jndidary  Canunitte&  and  as  all 
who  have  read  the  Journals  of  the  federal  Con- 
vention know,  was  several  times  proposed  to  be 

S'ven  to  Oongres^  but  vnifonnly  n^eoted. 
itt,  on  this  pwit^  I  shall  adhere  to  the  oonrsa 
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panned  bj  the  eommittoe.  I  wUl  not  be  drawn 
into  a  diaouBuon  tji  tiie  right  of  thU  OoTerameot 
to  make  war  upon  one  m  the  StateiL  Far,  &r 
distant  be  the  6ay  when  snoh  an  inqtdry  shall 
become  necessary. 

Bat  it  is  Bud  hy  my  oolleagae,  (Hr.  Watsx,) 
and  the  saggesUon  has  been  made  bj  others, 
that  we  have  no  assurance  that  Boath  Oarolina 
will  repeal  her  ordinance,  or  that  she  will  not 
nallify  the  tariff  law  which  we  now  pass,  as 
she  has  those  of  1828  and  1832.  Sir,  let  as  be 
candid  with  onrsdves  on  this  oocasloa.  It  is 
bideed  possible  that  Uiis  may  be  the  case ;  bnt 
does  any  one  believe  it  will  be  I  At  the  inter- 
oesrion  of  a  sister  State,  tlie  ocmrentam  by  which 
tUs  ordinance  was  paned,  have  been  wdered 
to  reassemble;  anditlsnotorionathattheoliject 
of  this  reassembling  is  to  snspend  the  operation 
of  tiie  nollifying  laws  ontU  the  dose  of  the  n«tt 
session  of  Congress.  This,  too,  let  it  be  remem- 
bered, was  done  at  a  time  when  all  hope  of  a 
modification  of  the  tariff  by  this  Ooogress  had 
been  nearly  extingaiahed.  With  these  facta 
before  as,  then,  and  with  the  sUll  more  strilcing 
&ct  that  every  Senator  and  Representative  in 
Congress  from  Soath  Carolina  has  voted  for  this 
inodifioatioD,  where  is  the  man  who  can  for  a 
moment  indulge  a  serious  appreheorion  that 
tiiat  State  will  attempt  to  arrest  ^e  operation 
of  the  law  ?  If  there  be  a  member  of  this  House 
who  does  really  entertain  such  apprehensions,  I 
have  some  cariosity  to  know  him.  It  wiU  cer- 
tfdoly  entitle  him  to  a  distinction  which  he 
should  not  lose  the  opportunity  of  acquiring, 
and  I  will,  therefore,  pause  to  see  if  there  be 
one  who  will  make  the  avowal  [Ifr.  F.  here 
paused,  but  no  gentieman  rising,  be  proceeded:] 
As  I  expected— a  death-like  silence  I  Ko,  ur, 
there  is  not  an  intelligent  man  here  or  else- 
where, who  entertains  a  reasonable  doubt  that 
South  Carolina  will  not  acqniesoe  in  the  com- 
promise which  has  been  effected. 

But,  3£r.  Speaker,  It  is  further  argued  that 
unless  we  pass  the  bill  now  on  ycmr  table,  the 
mo^fieation  of  the  tariff  will  have  the  appear- 
ance of  conoesdon — a  yielding  to  the  demands 
of  South  Carolina — that  it  wiU  seem  as  though 
tlLe  Gteueral  Government  had  been  bullied  into 
measures.  At  the  same  time,  it  is  admitted 
that  the  complaints  of  the  South  are  Just,  and 
ought  to  be  redressed.  Sir,  I  have  been  more 
than  astonished  at  the  frequent  repetition  of  this 
objection  during  this  session.  What,  sir,  Is  the 
legislation  of  the  American  Congress  to  bo  gov- 
erned and  regulated  by  such  fastidiousness  I 
How  many  a  noble  and  gallant  ^irit  has  met  an 
nntundy  fiite  ander  the  misguidance  of  these 
iUse  notions  of  honor  I  rinsing  to  make  Just 
reparation — to  atone  for  an  injury,  because  a 
challenge  had  been  given!  And  yet  we,  to 
whose  liands  are  confided,  in  an  eminent  degree, 
the  destinies  of  fifteen  millions  of  people,  are 

{trepared  to  resign  their  high  and  important 
uteresta— nay,  to  stake  the  very  existence  of 
tiie  Union  upon  this  deludve  idea  1  Sir,  how 
hag  before  we  shall  be  able  toatok  the  ftelings 
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of  the  man  in  the  noUe  and  derated  and  en- 
larged views  ot  the  statemunt 

Genttemui  teU  us,  however  that,  hr  deddve 
measures  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, all  oppodtion  to  its  authority  will  be  pnt 
down,  and  the  m^esty  of  the  laws  vindicated. 
How  soon  we  forget  the  teaching  of  history  and 
experience  I  What  instructive  lessons  do  tliey 
give  ns  as  to  the  consequences,  in  national  as  weU 
as  individud  quarrels,  of  a  course  of  menace  on 
one  hand,  and  defiance  on  the  other  I  OolliBiona 
and  violence  have  soutuly  ever  fdled  to  he  the 
result.  But  we  are  told,  with  a  triumphant,  if 
not  an  nnfeding  air,  that  it  wUl  be  an  easy- 
matter  to  put  down  Sontii  Oarolina;  thalfthe 
Preddent  has  assured  na  that  the  laws  dull  be 
ezeonted,  and  his  character  is  a  snffident  guar- 
anty for  the  redemption  of  the  pledge.  All 
this  may  be  very  probable,  f^om  tiie  aoooonts 
we  have  of  popular  meetings,  and  the  nomerons 
offers  of  patriotio  volunteers  to  enlist  in  this 
glorious  enterprise,  you  have  oertdnly  little 
cause  to  doubt  your  success.  But  how  would 
you  enjoy  it,  when  purcliaaed  at  the  expense  of 
the  blood  of  your  valiant  and  chivdrous  South- 
ern brethren  f  Who  would  rush  madly  on  to 
cmah  even  what  aome  condder  a  Tebellion,  when 
the  Uvea  of  hnndreds  of  onr  own  oonntrymen 
most  be  the  eoatt  Sir,  I  envy  no  man  hia  fed- 
logs,  who  can  dther  boast  of  anoh  an  antidpated 
victory,  or  could  exalt  in  the  bloody  aclueve- 
ment 

But  do  you  not  run  the  hazard  of  provoking 
the  other  Sonthem  States  to  take  part  with 
South  Carolina?  Much  as  they  disapprove  her 
course,  the  origin  of  this  controversy  is  common 
to  them  all ;  there  is  an  identity  of  interest  and 
of  oppresdon,  which  is  rapidly  producing  an 
identity  of  feeling.  Sir,  are  not  the  present 
indications  suffident  to  warn  gentiemen  I  Do 
not  the  unqni^  st^  and  feverish  exdtement  in 
many  parts  of  the  Southern  oountry  admonish 
you  of  what  may  follow  the  first  act  of  violence  ? 
Sir,  once  kindle  this  fire  in  the  South,  and  who 
shall  extinguish  it  t  £xdte  the  resentment  and 
passions  of  a  gallant  and  high-niirited  people, 
and  who  shall  control  them  ?  Rdse  the  tempeatL 
and  who  shall  allay  it,  or  cdculate  its  ravages ! 
Where  is  the  master  spirit  that  *'  can  ride  on 
the  whirlwind,  and  direct  the  storm  1 "  What 
hand  shdl  chain  the  billows  of  the  raging  ocean  t 
Believe  me,  sir,  these  are  not  the  suggestions 
of  an  excited  ima^nation.  Violent  and  oppres- 
sive measures  in  other  conntries  have  generally 
resulted  in  convolnons  and  dvil  wars;  and 
beware  that  you  do  not  make  the  history  <tf 
your  own  a  mere  transcript  from  their  recorda. 

Mr.  Obaio,  of  Virginia,  demanded  the  pre- 
vious question,  which  was  seconded — ^Teas  108. 

The  previous  question  was  then  put,  as  fol- 
lows :  '*  Shall  the  nuun  question  now  be  put  f  " 
and  carried. 

The  main  question  was  accordingly  put— 
"  Shdl  the  bill  be  ordered  to  be  engro^ed,  and 
read  a  third  time  t "  and  determined  as  fol- 
lows: 
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Yus. — Messrs.  Adams,  Chiltou  Allan,  Hemtn  Al- 
len, Andenon,  Appletton,  Ashley,  Baofco,  Noyei 
Birfocr,  Barringer,  Barstow,  Isaac  C.  Bates,  James 
Bates,  Beardalej',  Bell,  Bergen,  James  Blur,  John 
Blair,  Boon,  Bonok,  Bri^i^  John  Brodhead,  John 
C  Bradhead,  Bucber,  Bullard,  Cambreleng,  Carr, 
Cbaodler,  Eleathcroe  Cooke,  Bates  Cooke,  Corwin, 
Craig,  Gnne,  Crawfbrd,  (^^bton,  John  Davie, 
Dayut,  Dearborn,  Denny,  Dickson,  Dtrableday, 
Draper,  George  Erans,  Joshua  Evans,  Edward  Ev- 
erett, Hwace  Everett,  Flndlay,  Fitzgerald,  Ford, 
Grennell,  WiUiam  Hall,  Biland  Hall,  Harper,  Haw- 
kinii,  HeiBter,  Hodges,  Hofibian,  Hogno,  Holland, 
Hon,  Howard,  Hubbard,  Hootiugton,  Ihrie,  Irvln,  ' 
Isaoks,  Jarvis,  R.  H.  Johnaoo,  Joseph  Johnson,' 
Kavaitagb,  Kendall,  Kennon,  John  King,  Henry 
King,  Lansing,  Leavitt,  Leeompte,  Letcher,  Lyon, 
Hann.  Marshall,  Maxwell,  Wm.  McCoy.  Mclntyre, 
McKay,  McKennon,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Mitchell, 
Mtihlenberg,  Nelson,  Newton,  Pearce,  Pendleton, 
Fierson,  Htcber,  Polk,  Potia,  John  Reed,  Edward 
G.  Reed,  Runell,  SewaU,  Oade,  Smith,  Southard, 
Bpei^t,  Stasdifer.  Stephens,  Stewart,  Storrs,  Satb* 
eriand,  Taylor,  Fraads  Tbotnas,  Philemon  Thom- 
as^ John  Thomson,  TompkIn%  Tracy,  Yerplanok, 
Ward,  Wardwell,  Watmough,  Wayne,  Wilkin,  EQ- 
aba  Whittlesey,  Campbell  P.  White,  Edward  D. 
White,  Worthington,  Young— 126. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Robert  AHen,  Archer, 
Arnold,  Barnwell,  Booldin,  Canmn,  Chioo,  Chti- 
borae,  daytm,  Coke,  Connor,  Coulter,  Daniel,  Dar- 
enport.  Warren  R.  Davia,  fdder,  FoMer,  Gordon, 
Gnffin,  Thomas  H.  HaU,  Lewis,  Mason,  Robert  Mc- 
Coy, Newnan,  Nuckolls,  Fatton,  Plummer,  Roane, 
Boot,  woe;  Thompson,  Wheeler.  WickliOb— U. 


Batubdat,  Karch  2. 
Bani  of  ths  United  Statet. 

The  following  resolution,  reported  yesterday 
by  the  Ckitnmittee  of  Ways  and  Heans,  coming 
«p  for  consideration, 

"  Jtemlved,  That  the  Govemment  deposits  may, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  House,  be  safely  continued  ui 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States . 

[On  this  resolution  an  animated  debate  took 
plaee,  in  which  Messrs.  Polk.  WIckliflEb,  IngertoU 
of  ConneetiGnt,  and  MoDoffie,  were  the  ptindpal 
speakers;  and  the  question  being  pot,  on  the  adop- 
tion 4^  the  reiolntioii,  it  was  carried  by  the  follow- 
ing vote :] 

Ti;a8. — MessnL  Adams,  Chilton  Allan,  Heman 
AHen,  Appleton,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Babcock,  Banks, 
Noyes  Barber,  John  S.  Barbour,  Barnwell,  Barrin- 

fer,  Barstow,  Isaac  C.  Bates,  Briggs,  Bucher, 
lurd,  Burges,  Cahoon,  Choate,  CUiborne,  Eleu- 
theroB  Cooke,  Bates  Cooke,  Cooper,  Corwin,  Coulter, 
Craig,  Crane,  Crawford,  Creightou,  Daniel,  Daven- 
port, John  IHvis,  Dearborn,  Denny,  Dickson,  Dray- 

nDrMwr,  Douean,  Ellsworth,  George  Svaiu, 
ua  Erans,  Edward  Everett,  Horace  Everett, 
Ford,  Gilmore,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Hiland  HaQ,  Hawes, 
Heister,  Hodges.  Howard,  Hughes,  Huntington, 
Ihrie,  IngersolC  Jarris,  Jenifer,  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
KembUl,  Henry  King,  Letcher,  Lewis,  Marshal), 
Maxwell,  Robert  McCoy,  McDuffie,  Mclntyre, 
McKay,  MeKennan.  Mercer,  MilUgan,  MahW 
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I berg,  Nelson,  Newnan,  Newton,  Pattoa,  Pearce, 
Pendleton,  Pitcher,  Potts,  Randolph,  John  Beed, 
Rencber,  Root,  Russell,  SemmeK,  Sewall,  William 
B.  Shepard,  Stephens,  Stewart,  Storrs,  Sutherland, 
Taylor,  Philemon  Thomas,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Ver- 
planck,  Vinton,  Washington,  Watmough,  Wil- 
kin, EU^a  Whittlesey.  Frederick  Whittlesey,  Ed- 
ward  D.  White,  Wtokliflfe,  WiUiams,  Young— 109. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Angel,  Archer,  JamM 
Bates,  Beardsley,  Beigen,  Betnune,  John  Blair, 
Bouck,  John  Brodhead,  Carr,  Clar,  Clayton,  Con- 
nor, Dayao,  Fitzgerald,  Gaitber,  (aordoo,  Thomas  H. 
Hall.  Harper,  Hawkins,  HofiWan,  Holland,  Horn, 
Hubbard,  Adam  King.  Leeompte,  Lyon,  Mann, 
Mardis.  Mason,  McCany,  Mitchell,  Pierson,  Polk, 
Edward  C.  Reed,  Soule,  Speight,  Standlfer.  Fran- 
cis  Thomas,  Wley  Thompeon,  WardwcU,  Wayne, 
WedES,  Campbdl  P.  White,  Worthington— 46. 

So  the  House  resolved  that  the  Government 
deponts  may,  in  the  oj^lon  of  tlie  House,  be 
safely  continued  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States. 

The  House  then  tooik  a  recess  from  4  to  tt 
o*dook. 

Stminff  Semen. 

Mr.  Howard  moved  the  following  resolution, 
(Mr.  Tatlob  having  been  temporarily  called  to 
the  chair  by  the  Speaker :) 

Ruolvtd,  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Hon.  Andrew  Btetxkson,  Speaker, 
for  the  fairness,  dignity,  skill,  and  impartiality,  with 
which  he  has  discha^ed  the  dnties  of  the  chair, 
during  the  twenty-second  Congress. 

The  question  being  pnt,  the  resolntion  ires 
passed  nm.  con. 

Mr.  Sktrb  moved  to  go  into  comn^ee  (m 
three  bills  for  tenitorial  ocjectB.  The  yeas  snd 
nays  wwe  called,  and  it  appeared  that  only  90 
members  answerad  to  th«r  names. 

From  this  time  ud^  near  6  o'clock,  sucoes- 
dve  attempts  were  made  to  obtain  a  qnomm 
to  vote  on  different  motions,  but  in  vun. 

At  a  little  before  B  o^clock,  a  motion  was 
made  to  appoint  a  joint  committee  on  the  part 
of  the  House,  to  jom  a  committee  oo  the  part 
of  the  Senate,  to  inform  the  President  that  the 
two  Honses  were  ready  to  adjourn. 

The  ^nestion  was  put,  and  decided  in  the 
afiBnnative:  Yeas  70,  nays  19. 

Mr.  White,  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  Pole, 
were  appointed  the  committee ;  and  in  a  short 
time  alter,  they  returned,  and  reported  that  the 
President  had  no  further  commuDioaUon  to 
make  to  CongrsBs. 

Whereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Babboub,  the 
House  a4jourued  nne  die. 

The  Spbakss  then  rose,  and  addressed  the 
House  as  follows : 

Oehtlxuik:  I  pray  you  to  accept  my  grateful  ao> 
knowledgmenta  for  this  renewed  expresuon  of  con- 
fidence and  approbation,  in  the  discharge  of  the 
official  duties  of  this  high  office. 

I  recdve  it  in  the  same  spirit  of  kindness  in 
which  I  fiattermysdf  It  has  been  offered,  and  shall 
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cheriah  it  with  feelings  of  jprofound  reapect,  Aud 
the  deepeat  gratitude.  For  the  last  six  yean  it  has 
been  your  pleasure  that  the  arduoua  duties  of  this 
cbair  should  be  assigned  to  me. 

This  whole  period  of  serrioe  has,  ai  yon  well 
know,  gentlemen,  been  tUstioetdriied  bjcTents  well 
calenlated  to  render  tUi  stanon  one  m  mora  than 
ordinary  labor  and  responsibility. 

I  have  zealously  and  &ithfally  endeavored  to 
meet  thfs  reapoasibUity,  and  I  hope  I  shaU  not  be 
deemed  arrogant  when  I  say,  that  I  feel  a  [woud 
conacioOBDesa  that  the  duties  of  thtabigh  tnut  have 
been  discharged  by  me  with  a  nngle  eve  to  the  char- 
acter and  dignity  of  this  Uonse,  the  interest  of  my 
country,  and  my  own  honor. 

That  I  have  often  erred,  I  most  readily  adndt ; 
but  they  have  been  errors  of  rule  and  principle,  not 
caprice  or  passion  ;  and  if  there  has  been  any  ap- 
parent rigor  or  barahneas  in  the  Chair,  you  will  do 
me  the  jnaUoe  to  b^ve  that  it  was  muntenUonal 
and  iudiacriminate. 

if,  gentlemen,  in  momenta  of  excitement  and 
oommotion,  any  thing  unkind  has  occurred  between 
myself  and  the  individual  members  of  the  House, 
let  me  assure  you  it  has  long  dooe  paased  from  my 
memory,  and  been  forgiven  and  foivotten. 

I  have  uo  ii^uriea  to  complain  of,  and  no  mem- 
ory for  tbem,  if  they  exiatedt  sod  I  shall  part  with 
you  idl  this  night  In  the  spirit  of  peace  and  good 
wm. 

Before  we  separate,  gentlemen,  will  yon  pardon 
me  for  a  moment  in  offering  a  single  suggestion  t 

Our  councils  of  late  have  been  greatly  divided, 
and  their  harmony  and  peace  ^sturbed. 

Our  counuy  has  been  deeply  and  punfully  excited, 
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and  the  safety  and  security  of  the  Union  Itself 
threatened. 

May  we  not  all  now  hope  that  the  causes  of  ex- 
citement arehouriy  aubsidingand  pas^ng  off?  That 
peace  and  harmony  and  brotherly  aiflectioa  will  soon 
ahed  th^  iHdy,  calm,  and  blessed  Inflneaees  aroond 
ns;  and  tiiat  our  beloved  oonntiyiriU  again  become 
united,  peaceful,  and  baf^y  ? 

In  assuming  this  staUon,  some  years  ago,  I  took 
the  liberty  of  then  expreaaing  to  the  House  a  senti* 
ment  which  I  had  long  cherimed,  and  which  I  now 
seixe  this  fit  occarion  of  repeating  from  this  chair. 
It  is  this:  that  our  coafMerated  republic  can  only 
safely  exist  under  the  Influence  of  wise,  equal,  and 

t'ost  laws;  by  the  Ues  of  oommon  interests  and 
trotherly  aObcUoo ;  a  spirit  of  mutual  forbearance 
and  moderadon,  (oolleotively  and  Individoally,)  and 
by  cherishing  a  devotion  to  that  liberty  and  Union 
secured  to  us  by  the  blood  of  our  common  fathers. 
These  are  the  stable  fbnndaUons  upon  which  oar 
liberties  and  free  Inatitadons  can  alone  rest;  and' 
God  mot  they  may  bo  etemaL  This,  gentlemen, 
in  sll  hnnan  probabUhy,  is  the  moment  of  separa- 
tion with  many,  very  many  of  us,  forever.  Is 
there  one  individual  present  to  whose  bosom  a  final 
separaUon  from  those  with  whom  ho  has  been  so 
long  and  intimately  associated,  will  not  cast  a  painful 
and  bitter  pangf  If  there  be,  I  confess  I  envy 
not  Us  feelings. 

Ton  irin  carry  with  yon,  ^ntlemen,  my  cordial 
and  best  wishes  for  your  individual  prosperity  and 
happiness,  and  I  pray  you  to  receive  this  my  most 
^KcUonate,  and,  possit^jr,  lastfiuvwelL 
The  Bfsuxb  then  wyramed  the  Hoiue  rim 
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TWMTY-THIIU)  C0N6fiESS.-FIEST  SESSION, 


BEGUN  AT  THB  CITT  OF  WASHINOTON,  DECEUBEB  1088. 


PEOCEEDINGS  IN  THE  SENATE.* 


ANDBEW  JACESOir,  of  Tennewee,  iVwtdait  - 
HABTDT  TAN  BUBEN,  of  N«w  York,  rux  PnMmL 


SeenlmnM  ef  StaU. — Edwaxd  LiriMOBroR,  of 
Louinaos.  [Af^ioted  in  tbo  jverioua  term.] — 
Louis  McLahk,  of  DeUirare.  [Appointed  29th  May, 
18S3.  Rengued.] — John  Fobbtth,  of  Oeorgis. 
[Nominated  ind  confirmed  27th  June,  1884.] 

Stemariet  of  Ae  JVtafieyr—hovu  HcLans,  of 
DeUware.  rApp(dnted  in  Uie  {HreTioos  term.] — 
WlU-tAM  J.  Ddani,  of  PenDfl7lTuiU.  [Appointed 
29th  Hay,  1688,  in  recess  of  the  Senate.}— RooiR  B. 
Taxkt,  of  Maryland.  [Appointed  23a  September, 
1888.)— Leti  Woodbdbt,  of  N«v  Hampshire. 
[Noaduted  and  confinned  S7Ui  June,  1834.] 


Saentmy  War. — Liwis  Cass,  of  Ohio.  [Ap- 
pointed in  the  previous  term,] 

Swniarit*  cflkt  Ifavg. — Leyi  Woodbcrt,  of  New- 
Hampshire.   [Appointed  in  the  prevjoos  term,  and 
resigned  SOtb  June,  1834.] — ablok  Dickersos,  of 
New  Jersey.  [Nominated  and  confirmed  30th  Jane, 
1834.] 

PettmaiUr  GeaenilL— William  T.  Barst,  of  Een- 
tncliy.  [Appointed  in  the  previous  Admiids- 
tratioD.] — ^Atcos  Kutoali.,  of  Kentucky.  [Ap- 
mdnted  1st  May,  188S,  in  recess  of  the  Snnate. 
Pfomliiadoi)  confinied  IBtfa  March,  1886.] 


VxamxTf  Deoember  fi,  1888. 

At  12  oModL  the  FBSsnaziT  pro  tem^  the 
Hon.  HuoH  L.  WHmLof  Tennessee,  in  the  ab- 
aenoe  of  the  Vice  Frendent  (Martik  Van 
BnBKir,  Esq.)  oaljed  the  Senate  to  order. 

Tlie  CiLAiB  presented  the  credentials  of  Eu- 
BHA.  R.  PoTTEB,  elected  A  Senator  from  Rhode 
Island,  for  which  State  Abhkb  Bobbins  had 
been  previoaaly  elected,  and  bad,  in  pnrsnsnce 
of  moo  eteotioD,  taken  his  seat  in  the  Senate ; 


•  LIST  OF  MEUBEBS  OF  THE  SENATE. 

JTaiiML— Peleg  Sioagae,  Ktli«r  Blteplejr. 
ir«»  AiM3>«Ur<.— SuQUl  Bell,  Ium  HUL 
Jfawaefciiwffa— Hrtlmlel  flIMwa,  Dultl  TTtmu. 
MkoO*  JWaMA— Hahmldi  B.  Xnlgbt,  *  AAar  SotAiBf, 
*E.B.P«tt«r. 

CtoMwcMewt— QUMin  TomllniMi,  Natlun  Smith. 

ICVsMwA— Samoal  Preatlu,  B«q}unlii  Sirlft, 

Sma  York.-%'S\a»  Trtght,  H.  P.  TaUmadge. 

JTms  J4rttif.— Theodora  FrallngliiiyMD,  B.  L  Bcmtbsrd. 

j>0MMyIraiiia.— WiUUm  WllUiu,  Sunnal  McKeaa. 

■PWtwg  r«.— Joha  H.  Cl*jtm,  Arnold  Htadala 

•  la  (teMMMMwlih         A*  Matm  •taiwd  t^Mk 
TouXIL— 18 


tud  also  a  oertilfloate  that  the  electim  of  the 
said  AsBBB  Bobbins  was  null  and  void ;  wfaidi 
docQraents  were  read. 

The  Chaib  then  stated  the  fact  of  Ur.  Bob- 
bins baving  been  retaraed  as  elected,  and  his 
credentials  read  at  the  last  session,  and  left  it 
to  the  Senate  to  determine  on  the  course  to  be 
pursued  as  to  the  qnalifying  of  either  those 
gentlemen. 

Hr.  FoiNDZZTBB  rose  and  siud,  that  it  was  not 


JTorylaiid.— EsaUel  F.  Chambers,  Joseph  Kent 
TftvMo^TUUam  0.  Rlvaa,  John  Trlar. 
iTortt  CbroHwi.— Bedtvrd  Bton,  W.  P.  UaogDm, 
AwA  OiroMMb— 0.  Calhona,  TIDtam  a  Pnston. 
ffMtVfa.— Jtbn  Fnqrth,  Joba  P.  Kin^ 
JTffUueJtv.— Oeorga  M.  Bibb,  Hent?  CUf. 
T«MMw««.— FeUx  GniBdr,  Hugh  L.  White. 
OA<o.— Thomas  Ewing,  Thomas  Morris. 
XowMono.— O.  A.  Waggaman,  Alexaoder  Portw. 
AtffiHUL— William  Haadricka,  Jobs  Tipton, 
JKiaMjipC— GMig*  Poliidtttsr,  John  Bhwk. 
iZKMofa.— EUas  K.  Kane,  John  IL  BoUnaon. 
AtaftONWi.— William  B.  EIi«,  e^al  Uoon. 
JHnohH.— TlunasH.  BantOB,  Lairta  F.  Lbm. 
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his  iatention  to  ofifer  aaj  opiaion  on  the  merits 
of  the  course  wliioh  had  been  adopted  by  the 
State  of  Rhode  Idaod,  but  merely  to  say,  that 
it  aeemed  to  hiin  to  be  a  miUiter  aS  conrse  that 
the  Senator  first  dected,  and  whose  eredentials 
were  presented  at  Uie  last  session  of  the  Senate, 
aboola  be  permitted  to  approach  the  chair  and 
take  the  oath ;  and  that  tbe  other  gentleman, 
who  contests  the  election  of  Mr.  Bobbins, 
should  present  his  oredeotiala  either  to  tbe 
Committee  on  Elections,  or  th()  Committee  on 
tbe  Jndiciary,  and  that  the  Senate  should  after- 
wards receive  the  report  of  that  committee, 
and  determine  which  of  tbe  gentlemen  is  duly 
elected.  But  be  was  not  prepared  at  this  time 
to  question  the  election  of  tbe  gentleman  whose 
eredentials  were  before  the  Senate  at  the  last 
session,  until  a  committee  of  the  Senate  ibonld 
have  decided  that  he  was  not  Mrlj  elected. 
He  was  not  prepared  at  present  to  offer  an 
opinion  on  these  points,  bnt  he  thoagbt  that  the 
Senator  in  his  seat  should  a|^»roaon  and  take 
the  oath. 

He  then  moved  that  Ur,  Bobbins  do  take  tbe 

customary  oath. 

Mr.  Clay  suggested  the  propriety  of  making 
the  collateral  motion,  that  tbe  credentials  of 
Mr.  Portsn  be  laid  on  tbe  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fonn>Kxn&  it  was  then 
ordered  that  tbe  credentials  of  Mr.  Pomn  do 
lie  on  .the  table. 

Mr.  Bobbins  then  took  the  oath. 

DaM  ^Senator  Buckner, 

Mr.  Bbiiton,  o!  Mlaaonri,  mbndtted  a  resdn- 
tioQ  propo»Dg  the  osnal  monmlog  in  honor 
oriT  the  memory  of  Hon.  B.  A.  Bdokiteh,  late  a 
Senator  from  MiasoDii;  whioh  was  read  and 
a^«ed  to. 

Death  of  Senator  Jotia*  Stoddard  Johnston. 

Mr.  Clat  then  rose  and  sud,  that  the  adop- 
tion of  this  resolution  reminded  him  of  a  severe 
loss  which  tbe  public  and  he  himself  bad  sus- 
tained since  the  last  session,  and  concerning 
which  he  did  not  now  deem  himself  qualified  to 
speak.  Ue  felt  regret  that  the  gentleman  had 
not  been  able  yet  to  take  his  seat,  on  whom  it 
wonld  more  properly  have  devolved  to  submit 
the  motion  which  be  now  proposed  to  offer. 
He  desired  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
to  the  melancholy  death  of  a  member  of  this 
1)ody,  who  had  been  gammoned  away  since  they 
last  met  together,  under  circumstances  of  the 
most  distressing  nature.  He  was  a  man  who 
possessed  tbe  rare  quality  of  making  a  favorable 
impression  on  all  persons  who  knew  him,  and 
who  never  failed,  on  acqnuntance,  to  conciliate 
tbe  esteem  both  of  friends  and  of  opponents ; 
for  whenever  he  fought,  be  foncht  manfhlly, 
but  always  afterwards  cheiished  the  kindest 
feelingn  towards  those  who  had  been  his  ad- 
Tersaries.  During  the  last  snmmer,  perbt^s  all 
the  members  of  the  Senate  bad  had  rea»on  to 
regret  some  1>ereavementii,  and  none  more  than 
himacdf.  Intheoonrseof  it,apeatjlentialdisease 
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hud  traversed  his  neighborhood,  and  swept  off 
many  valoable  citizens,  among  whom  he  num- 
bered some  of  his  oldest  ftiends  and  acquaint- 
ances. So  it  had  been  in  other  parts  of  the 
country ;  but,  unidst  all  this  desdation,  there 
had  occnrred  no  instance  of  individual  loss 
more  afflicting  to  him,  nor  more  to  be  lamented 
OR  the  public  acoon&t,  than  that  oi  the  Senator 
from  Louisiana. 

With  feelings  oppressed  with  pain,  he  rose 
to  ask  the  Senate  to  adopt  a  resolution  similar 
to  that  which  had  Just  i>een  agreed  to,  in  refer- 
ence to  tbe  lato  Senator  Johnston.  No  man 
in  the  oonntry  had  attended  more  ardently  and 
more  faithfully  to  his  public  duties,  or  had 
brought  to  their  discharge  a  more  clear,  en- 
lightened, and  determined  Jodgment.  Ko  man 
ever  more  hi^pily  united  bla&dneas  and  affa- 
bility with  firmness  and  deciidcm.  Hone  could 
be  more  true  and  fbithfnl  to  friends,  nor  more 
courteous  and  respectful  towards  opponents. 
This  expression,  be  hoped,  would  be  permitted 
from  a  heart  which  had  bled  profusely  when 
tbe  tidings  of  this  afflicting  event  reached  him, 
amidst  uie  wrecks  which  the  pestilence  had 
scattered  around  him. 

He  had  not  expected  to  be  called  on  to  offer 
this  resolution,  but  be  trusted  that  it  would  be 
received,  and  unanimously  agreed  to. 

Mr.  C.  then  submitted  his  resolntlon,  which 
was  unanimously  agreed  to. 


Tttssdat,  Deoembor  8. 

The  annnal  Message  was  recdved  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  wUcb  was  read, 
as  followa: 

Jfletha-citiieni  of  the  Senate 

and  Hmtte  of  Reprewentativet : 

On  yoar  assembling  to  perform  the  high  trusts 
which  the  people  of  th«  United  States  have  confided 
to  you,  of  legislating  for  their  common  welfare,  it 
gives  me  pleasure  to  congratulate  yon  upon  the 
happy  condition  of  our  b^oved  country.  By  tbe 
favor  of  Divine  Providence,  health  is  again  restored 
to  us :  peace  reigns  irlthln  our  boj-ders :  abundance 
crowns  the  labors  of  our  fields :  commerce  and  do- 
mestic industry  flourish  and  increase :  and  individ- 
ual hapfdneas  rewards  the  private  virtue  and  enter- 
prise of  our  dtizens. 

Our  condition  abroad  is  no  less  honorable  than 
it  is  prosperous  at  home.  Seeking  nothing  that  is 
not  right,  and  determined  to  submit  to  nothme  that 
is  wrong,  but  desiring  honest  friendstiips  and  liberal 
.  intercourse  with  all  nations,  the  United  States  have 
gamed  throughout  Uie  worid  the  confidence  and 
respect  which  are  due  to  a  policy  so  just,  and  so 
congeoial  to  the  character  of  the  American  people, 
and  to  the  spirit  of  thdr  institutions. 

In  bringing  to  your  notice  the  particular  state  of 
our  foreign  affairs,  it  affords  me  high  gratification 
te  inform  you  that  they  are  in  a  condiUon  which 
promises  the  'conUnaance  of  frieodalup  with  all 
nations. 

W  iih  Great  Britun  the  htteresUng  question  of  our 
North-eastern  boundary  remains  stul  undecided.  A 
negotiation,  however,  upon  that  sutjeot,  has  been 
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renewed  dnce  the  close  of  the  last  Conerees,  and  a 
proposition  has  been  submitted  to  the  Biiti^  Got- 
ernmeat,  with  the  riew  of  ettabUsbiog,  in  eonfonn- 
itj  with  Uie  fesolntion  of  tlie  Senate,  the  Une  desig- 
nated bj  the  treaty  of  1788.  Thoneb  no  deflnltive 
answer  has  been  received,  it  may  m  daily  looked 
for,  and  I  entertain  a  hope  that  the  overture  may 
ultimately  lead  to  a  satisfactory  ai^uatment  of  this 
important  matter. 

I  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you  that  a  ne- 
gotiation which,  by  desire  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, was  opened,  some  years  ago,  with  the 
Biitisb  Goveminent,  for  the  erection  of  light-bouses 
on  the  Bahanas,  has  been  successful.  Those  woriw, 
frhen  completed,  bother  with  those  which  the 
Unhed  States  have  constructed  on  the  western  side 
of  the  Gulf  of  Florida,  wiU  contribute  essentially 
to  the  safety  of  oavigatioa  in  that  sea.  This  Joint 
participaUou  in  estwli^ments  interesting  to  hn- 
manity  and  beneflinal  to  oommeree,  is  worthy  of 
two  enligfiteBed  nations,  and  indicates  foeUngs  which 
cannot  US  to  have  a  happy  Influence  upon  weir  po- 
liUcal  relationa.  It  is  gratifying  to  the  fHends  of 
both  to  perceive  that  the  intercourse  between  the 
two  people  is  becoming  dally  more  extensive,  and 
that  senUmeots  of  mutual  good  will  have  grown  up, 
befitting  their  eonmon  orq^n,  jostifying  the  hope 
that,  by  wise  eoonads  on  mch  ride,' hot  only  unset- 
tled questions  may  be  satisfoctoiily  terminated,  but 
new  causes  of  mlsonderstandlog  prevented. 

Notwithstanding  that  I  continue  to  receive  the 
most  amicable  assurances  from  the  Goveroment  of 
France,  and  tlut  in  all  other  respects  the  most 
friendly  relations  exist  between  the  Dntted  SUtes 
and  that  Oovemment,  It  Is  to  be  r^retted  that  the 
stipulations  of  Uie  eonvsntion  oonduded  tm  the  ith 
of  July,  1881,  remain,  in  some  Important  parts,  un- 
fulfilled. 

By  the  second  article  of  that  convention,  it  was 
stipulated  that  the  sum  payable  to  the  United  States 
should  be  paid  at  Paris,  in  elx  annual  instalments, 
into  the  hands  of  such  person  or  persons  as  should 
be  authoriied  by  the  Government  of  the  Didted 
States  to  receive  It ;  and  by  the  same  srtide  tlw 
first  instalment  wss  payable  on  the  second  day  of 
Februsry,  1838.  By  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  ISth 
July,  1832,  it  was  made  the  duty  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Tressary  to  cause  the  several  iastslments, 
with  the  interest  thereon,  to  be  received  from  the 
French  Government,  and  transferred  to  the  United 
States,  in  such  nanoer  as  he  may  deem  beat ;  and 
by  the  same  act  of  Congress,  the  stiputaUoos  on 
tbt  part  of  the  United  States,  in  the  convention, 
were,  in  all  respects,  fulfilled.  Mot  doubting  that 
n  treaty  thos  made  and  ratified  by  the  two  Govem- 
ments,  and  faithfully  executed  by  the  United  States, 
would  be  promptly  complied  with  by  the  other 
party,  and  dednng  to  av^d  the  risk  and  expense 
of  intermediate  agendea,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  deemed  It  advisable  to  receive  and  trans- 
fer the  first  instalment  by  means  of  a  draft  upon 
the  French  minister  of  Finance.  A  draft  for  this 
porpose  was  accordingly  drawn  in  favor  of  the 
cashier  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
amount  accruing  to  the  United  States  out  of  the 
first  instalment,  and  tlw  interest  payable  with  it. 
This  bill  was  not  drawn  at  Washington  until  five 
days  ufier  the  instalment  was  payable  at  Paris,  and 
was  accompsiued  by  a  specisJ  authority  from  the 
Prerident,  antboriidag  the  cashier,  or  his  asdgns, 
to  reodve  tiw  unoont  Tm  mode  tiuis  adopted  of 
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receiving  the  instalment,  was  officially  made  known 
to  the  French  Government  by  the  American  chargi 
d'afiaires  at  Paris,  pursuant  to  instructions  from  the 
Department  of  SMa.  The  bill,  bowevw,  though 
not  wesentod  fbr  payment  until  the  S8d  day  of 
Harcn,  was  not  paid,  and  for  the  reason  assigned 
by  the  French  minister  of  lilnaoce,  that  no  appro* 
priation  hod  been  made  by  the  French  Chambers. 
It  is  not  known  to  me  that,  up  to  that  period,  any 
appropriation  had  been  required  of  the  Chambers ; 
and  although  a  communication  was  snbsequenUy 
made  to  the  Chambers  by  direction  of  the  King, 
recommending  that  the  necessary  provision  should 
be  made  for  carrying  the  convention  into  eftot,  It 
was  at  an  advanced  period  of  the  sesrios,  and  the 
auhject  was  finally  postponed  until  the  next  meet- 
ing of  tbe  Chambers. 

NotwithBtanding  it  has  been  supposed  by  tbe 
French  ministry  tnat  the  financial  stipulations  of 
the  treaty  cannot  bo  carried  Into  effect  without  aa 
appropriation  by  tiie  Chambers,  It  appears  to  me  to 
be  not  only  consistent  with  the  character  of  France,  • 
bdt  due  to  the  character  of  both  Governments,  tm 
well  OS  to  the  rights  of  our  citizens,  to  treat  the 
convention,  made  and  ratified  in  proper  form,  as 
pledging  the  good  foith  of  the  French  Government 
for  its  execution,  and  ss  imposing  apon  each  do-  ' 
partment  an  obligation  to  fiilfll  it ;  and  I  have  re- 
ceived assurances  through  our  charge  d'offUres  at 
Paris,  and  tbe  French  minister  plenipotentiary  at 
Washington,  and  more  rec«ntiy  through  the  minis- 
ter of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  that  the  delay  has 
not  proceeded  from  any  indisposition  on  the  part 
of  the  King  and  his  ministers  to  fulfil  the  treaty, 
and  that  measures  will  be  presented  at  the  next 
meeting  of  die  Chnmbna,  and  with  a  reasonable 
hope  of  success,  to  obt^  tbe  necessary  appco- 
priation. 

It  is  necesssry  to  state,  however,  that  the  docu- 
ments, except  eertdn  lists  of  vessels  captured,  con- 
demned, or  burnt  at  sea,  proper  to  facilitate  the 
examination  and  lit^uidation  of  the  reclamations 
comprised  In  tbe  stipnlations  of  the  coaventuxi, 
and  which,  by  tbe  rixtb  article,  France  engaged  to 
communicate  to  the  United  States  by  the  inter- 
mediary of  the  legation,  (though  repeatedly  ap- 
plied for  by  the  American  chargift  d'affaires  under 
instructions  from  this  Government,)  have  not  yet 
been  communicated ;  and  (bis  delay,  it  Is  appre- 
hended, will  necessarily  prevent  the  completion  of 
the  duties  asrigned  to  the  eommis^ners  witiiin  the 
time  at  present  wescribed  by  law. 

Tbe  reasons  for  delaying  to  communicate  these 
docmnents  have  not  been  explicitiy  stated,  and  this 
is  the  more  to  be  regretted  as  it  is  not  understood 
tiiat  tbe  interposition  of  tite  Chambers  Is  in  any 
manner  teqnlred  for  the  delivery  td  those  papers. 

Under  these  circumstances,  In  a  case  so  impor- 
tant to  the  interests  of  our  dtisena  and  to  the  ctiar- 
acter  of  our  country,  and  under  disappointments  so 
unexpected,  I  deemed  It  my  duty,  however  I  might 
respect  the  general  assurances  to  which  I  have 
adverted,  no  longer  to  delay  the  appointment  of  a 
mlaister  plenipotentiary  to  Paris,  but  to  deapatdi 
him  in  season  to  communicate  the  result  of  hU  ap- 
plication to  tbe  French  Government  at  an  early 
period  of  year  session.  I  accordingly  appointed  a 
distingui^ed  citizen  for  this  purpose,  who  proceeded 
on  his  mission  in  August  last,  and  was  presented  to 
tbe  King  early  in  the  month  of  October.  Ho  Is 
partkndarly  inatmetod  as  to  att  maUers  conooeted 
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with  the  present  poatare  of  aflUn,  and  I  indulge 
the  hope  that,  with  the  representationfl  he  is  i&- 
atructed  to  make,  and  from  the  disposiuon  uiani- 
feBted  by  the  King  aqd  his  nrinistetB  in  their  recent 
assurances  to  our  mioister  at  Paris,  the  subject  vill 
be  early  coDsidered  and  saUsfaotorily  disposed  of  at 
the  next  meeUng  of  tbe  Chambers. 

As  this  subject  involres  important  interests,  and 
has  attemcted  a  conuderable  share  of  the  public  at- 
tratiOD,  I  bave  deemed  it  pro|>er  to  make  this  ex* 
pUcit  statement  of  its  actual  condition ;  and  should 
I  be  disappointed  in  the  hope  nov  entertained,  the 
subject  wUl  be  agidn  brought  to'  the  notice  of 
Congress  in  loeb  a  manner  as  tbe  ooearion  ma^ 
require. 

The  friendlj  relations  which  have  alwars  been 
maintained  between  the  United  States  and  Rossia 

bare  been  further  extended  and  strengthened  by 
tbe  treaty  of  naTigatioa  and  commerce  concluded 
on  the  6th  of  December  last,  and  sanctioned  by  the 
Senate  before  tbe  close  of  its  last  session.  The 
*  radfications  baring  been  since  exohanged,  the 
liberal  prorMoDB  of  tbe  trea^  are  now  In  fiiU 
foree ;  and,  under  the  eoeooragement  wUeh  thej 
have  secured,  a  floorisUng  and  Increaaing  com- 
merce, yielding  its  benefits  to  the  enterprise  of  both 
nations,  affords  to  each  the  just  recompense  of  mse 
measures,  aod  adds  new  motives  for  that  mutual 
friendship  which  the  two  countries  have  hitherto 
dierished  towards  each  other. 

It  affords  me  peculiar  iadflfheti9n  to  state  that 
tbe  Goremment  of  Spain  has  at  length  yielded  to 
the  justice  of  the  elainu  which  have  been  so  long 
urged  in  behalf  of  our  citizens,  and  baa  expressed 
a  williugnesa  to  provide  an  indemnification  as  soon 
sjb  the  i>roper  amount  can  be  agreed  upon.  Upon 
this  latter  point,  it  is  probable  uiat  an  understand- 
ing had  taken  place  between  the  minister  of  the 
United  States  and  the  Spanish  Goremment  before 
the  decease  of  the  late  King  of  Spain ;  and,  unless 
that  event  may  have  delayed  its  completion,  there 
is  reason  to  hope  that  it  may  be  in  my  power  to  an- 
nounce to  you,  early  in  your  present  session,  the 
conclusion  of  a  convention  upon  terms  not  less  fa- 
vorable than  those  entered  into  for  similar  otyeots 
with  other  nations.  That  act  of  Joatiee  vouU  weU 
accord  with  the  character  of  B^un^  and  is  due  to 
the  United  Sutea  from  thetr  andeut  friend.  It 
could  not  fail  to  strengthen  the  sentiments  of  amity 
and  good-will  between  the  two  nations,  which  it  U 
so  much  the  wish  of  the  United  States  to  cherish, 
and  60  truly  the  interest  of  both  to  maintain. 

By  the  first  section  of  an  act  of  Congress  passed 
on  the  18th  July,  1882,  the  tonnage  duty  on 
toh  ships  arriving  ftom  tiie  ports  of  Spain  was 
limited  to  the  duty  payable  on  American  vessels  in 
tiie  ports  of  Spain,  previous  to  the  20th  October, 
1817,  being  five  cents  per  ton.  That  act  was  in- 
tended to  give  efiect,  on  oar  nde,  to  an  arrange* 
mant  made  irith  the  Spanish  Govoiunent,  by  w^th 
dsctfndnating  dnties  of  tonnage  were  to  be  abol' 
ished  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States  and  Spain 
on  the  vessels  of  the  two  nations.  Pursuant  to 
that  arrangement,  which  was  carried  into  effect,  on 
the  part  of  Spain,  on  the  20th  of  Hay,  1832,  by  a 
TOftd  order  dated  the  S8th  April,  1882,  American 
vessels  in  the  ports  of  Sp^n  have  paid  five  cents 
per  ton,  which  rate  of  dnty  is  also  paid  in  those 
porta  by  Spanish  ships ;  but,  as  American  vessels 
pay  no  tonnage  duty  in  the  ports  of  the  United 
Sutea,  tbe  duty  of  five  cenu  payable  in  our  porta 
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by  Spanish  vessels,  onder  the  airt  above  moidoiied, 
is  really  a  discriminating  duty,  operating  to  the  d!»- 
advantage  of  Spain.  Though  no  com[daint  has  yet 
been  made  on  the  part  of  Spain,  we  are  not  the  lesi 
bound  by  the  obligations  of  good  faith  to  remove 
the  discrimination  {  and  I  recommend  that  the  net 
be  amended  aeeor^ngly.  As  tbe  royal  order, 
above  allnded  to,  includn  the  ports  of  the  Balearie 
and  Canary  Islands,  as  well  as  those  of  Spain,  it 
would  seem  that  tbe  provisions  of  tbe  act  of  Con- 
gress  should  be  equally  exten^ve,  and  that,  for  the 
repayment  of  such  duties  as  may  have  been  im- 
properiy  received,  an  addition  riiould  be  made  to 
the  sum  appropriated  at  the  last  session  of  Oongresi 
for  refwiding  discriminating  duties. 

Am  the  airaagemeiit  referred  to,  however,  ad  not 
embrace  tbe  iwnds  of  (hiba  and  Porto  RioOf  dis- 
criminating duties,  to  the  prejudice  of  American 
shipping,  continued  to  be  levied  there.  From  the 
extent  of  the  commerce  oairied  on  between  tbe 
United  States  and  those  islands,  (particularly  the 
former,)  tUs  dlsorimlnatitm  easses  ssrions  injury  to 
WW  of  those  great  national  interesta  wUdi  it  baa 
been  considered  an  essential  part  of  our  policy  to 
eberish,  and  has  ^ven  rise  to  complaints  on  tbe 
part  of  our  merchants.  Under  instructions  given 
to  our  minister  at  Madrid,  earnest  representations 
have  been  made  by  him  to  tbe  Spanish  Government 
opon  tiiiB  subject,  and  there  is  reason  to  expect, 
nom  the  fliendly  ^podtioa  wUch  ia  mtertained 
towards  this  country,  that  a  beneficial  change  vill 
be  produced.  The  disadvantage,  however,  to  which 
our  shipping  is  subjected  by  the  operation  of  these 
discriminating  duties,  requires  that  they  be  met  by 
suitable  coimtervailing  duties  during  the  present 
8esri<Hi — power  being,  at  the  same  time,  vested  in 
the  President  to  modU'y  or  ^seontinne  them  as  the 
discrimioating  duties  on  American  vessels  or  thdr 
cargoes  may  be  modified  or  discimtinued  at  those 
islands.  Intimations  have  been  given  to  the  Span- 
ish Government  Uiat  the  United  States  may  be 
obliged  to  resort  to  such  measures  as  are  of  neces- 
sary self-defence,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  appre- 
hend that  it  would  be  unfavorably  received.  The 
proposed  proceedings,  if  adopted,  would  not  be 
permittad,  nowever,  m  any  degree  to  induce  a  re> 
laxatloD  Id  the  efforts  of  our  minister  to  effect  a 
repeal  of  this  irregularity  by  friendly  negotiation, 
and  it  might  serve  to  give  force  to  his  represen- 
tations by  showing  the  dangers  to  which  that  valu- 
able trade  is  exposed  by  the  obstructions  and  bur- 
dens wbtch  a  system  of  discriminating  and  counter- 
vailing dntiet  neoeSMUfly  produces. 

The  edeetion  and  preparation  of  the  Florida  ai^ 
chivM,  for  the  purpose  of  being  deUvered  over  to 
the  United  States,  in  conformity  with  the  royal 
order,  as  mentioned  in  my  last  annual  message, 
though  in  progress,  bss  not  yet  been  completed. 
This  delay  has  bean  produced  partiy  by  causes 
vUeh  were  nnaviddable,  particulariy  the  prevalenee 
of  diiriera  at  Havana ;  but  measures  have  been 
taken  which  It  la  beUeved  will  expedite  the  delivery 
of  those  important  records. 

Congress  were  informed,  at  the  opening  of  the 
last  aeedion,  that,  "  owing,  as  was  alleged,  to  em- 
barrassments in  the  finances  of  Portugal,  consequent 
upon  tbe  dvil  war  in  which  that  nation  was  en- 
gaged," payment  had  been  made  of  only  one  in- 
stalment of  the  amount  which  the  Portuguese  Gov- 
ernment bad  stipulated  to  pay  for  lademnif^ing  our 
dtiaeni  fbr  property  lllegMly  captured  in  the  blook* 
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ftdeofTercoira.  ^cettut  time,  sportpooenient  for 
two  years,  with  interest,  of  the  two  remdnin^  Ib- 
Btalments,  wu  requested  by  the  Portugaeee  Gov- 
emaeot;  ud,  u  a  conaideratioo,  it  oflfered  to 
itiptdate  that  rice  of  the  United  Statei  -Aonld  be 
admitted  into  Portugal  at  the  tame  dudee  as  Bra- 
cilian  rice.  Being  satlBfied  that  no  better  arransa- 
ment  could  be  made,  mj  consent  was  givMi ;  and  a 
royal  order  of  the  King  of  Portugal  wu  accordingly 
iniied  OD  the  4th  of  February  last  for  the  reduction 
of  tine  duty  on  rioe  of  the  United  State*.  It  would 
g^TB  me  great  pleasure  if,  in  speaking  of  that  eooo' 
try,  in  wanse  prosperity  the  ruItedSutea  are  so 
much  interested,  and  with  whom  a  long  subristing, 
exteosiTe,  and  mutually  advantageous  commercial 
iutereourBe  hu  streugthened  the  relations  of  friend- 
ship, I  could  announce  to  you  the  iMtontioD  of  its 
internal  tranquillity. 

SnbaeqnenUy  to  the  eommenecntent  of  the  last 
sessiOD  of  Congress,  Uie  final  instalment  payable  by 
Denmark,  under  the  convention  of  the  28th  day  of 
March,  1880,  was  received.  The  commissioners  for 
examining  ttie  claims  hare  since  terminated  their 
labors,  and  their  awards  have  been  pud  at  the 
Treasury  as  they  hare  been  called  for.  The  Justice 
rendered  to  our  citizens  by  that  Goremment  Is  thus 
eomfdeted,  and  a  pledge  is  thereby  afforded  for  the 
■laintenaDoe  of  that  friendly  intereoarse  becoming 
the  reUticHis  that  the  two  nations  mitaally  bear  to 
each  other. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  inform  yon  that  the  Danish 
Government  hare  recently  issued  an  ordinance  by 
which  the  commerce  with  the  island  of  8t  Croix  is 
idaeed  on  a  more  liberal  footing  than  heretofore. 
Tlus  change  cannot  &il  to  prove  beneAdal  to  the 
trade  between  the  United  States  and  that  e^ny ; 
and  the  adTantaees  likely  to  flow  from  It  may  lead 
to  greater  reluattcnu  in  the  wdonial  systems  of  other 
nations. 

Tbe  ratifications  of  the  convention  with  the 
Xing  of  the  Two  Sidliea  bare  been  duly  exchanged, 
and  the  commisrionera  apptrfnted  for  cxamlnbg  the 
claims  mder  it  have  entered  upon  the  duties  as- 
signed to  them  by  Uw.  The  friendship  that  the 
Interests  of  the  two  nations  require  of  them  being 
now  established,  it  may  be  hoped  that  each  wiS 
eiyoy  tbe  benefits  wUoh  a  liberal  commerce  should 
Tieldto  both. 

A  treaty  of  taaitj  and  commerce  betweoi  tbe 
United  States  and  Bel^um  was  c<mcladed  during 
the  last  winter,  and  received  tbe  sanction  of  the 
Senate ;  but  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  has 
been  hitfaerto  delayed,  in  consequence,  in  the  first 
instance,  6f  some  delay  in  the  reception  of  tbe 
treaty  at  Brussels,  and,  subsequently,  of  the  absence 
of  the  Belgian  minister  of  Foreign  Affaira,  at  the 
important  conferences  in  which  his  GoTemment  is 
engaged  at  London.  That  treaty  does  but  embody 
those  enlarged  priocipkis  of  friendly  policy  which, 
it  is  sincerely  hoped,  will  always  regulate  the  con- 
duct of  the  two  nations,  having  such  strong  motiTes 
to  maintain  amicable  relations  toward  each  other, 
and  BO  sincerely  desirous  to  clterish  them. 

With  all  the  other  European  powera  with  whom 
tbe  United  Suies  have  fiwmed  dpiomatic  relations, 
and  with  the  Sublime  Forte,  the  beat  nnderstaoding 
prevails.  From  all,  I  continue  to  reedre  assurances 
of  good  will  towards  the  United  States — assaranoes 
which  it  gives  me  no  less  pleasure  to  reciprocate 
than  to  receive.  With  all,  the  engagements  which 
have  been  entered  into  are  fulfilled  with  good  faith 
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on  both  udes.  Measures  have  also  been  taken  to 
enlarp  our  friendly  relations  and  extend  our  com- 
mercial intercourse  with  other  States.  Tbe  system 
we  have  pursued  of  aiming  at  no  exclusive  advan- 
tages, of  dealing  with  all  on  terms  of  fair  and  equal 
reciprocity,  and  of  adhering  scrupulously  to  all  our 
engagements.  Is  well  calculated  to  give  success  to 
efforts  intended  to  be  mutually  beneficial. 

The  ware  of  which  the  souuem  part  of  this  con- 
tinent was  BO  long  the  theatre,  and  which  were  car- 
ried on  either  by  the  mother  country  against  tbe 
Sutes  which  had'fermerly  been  her  colonies,  or  by 
tbe  States  agdnst  each  other,  having  terminated, 
and  their  civil  dissendons  having  so  lar  subsided, 
as,  with  few  exceptions,  no  longer  to  disturb  the 
public  tranquillity,  it  is  earnestly  hoped  those  States 
will  be  able  to  emjdoy  themselves  without  intermp. 
tion  in  perfecting  their  institutions,  cultivating  the 
arts  of  peojce,  and  promoting,  by  wise  counsels  and 
able  exertions,  the  public  and  private  prosperity 
which  their  patriotic  struggles  so  well  entitle  them 
to  eijoy. 

With  those  States  our  relations  have  undergone 
but  little  change  during  the  present  year.  No  re- 
union having  yet  taken  place  between  the  States 
which  composed  the  Bepnblic  of  Colombia,  our 
cliargi  d'afiaires  at  Biwota  has  been  accredited  to 
the  Gorerament  of  Hvir  Granada,  and  we  have, 
therefore,  no  diidomaUo  relations  with  Venezueu 
and  Equador,  except  as  they  may  be  included  In 
those  heretofore  formed  with  the  Colombian  Re- 
public. It  is  Understood  that  representatives  from 
the  three  States  were  about  to  assemble  at  Bogota, 
to  conCar  on  the  subject  of  tlwir  mutual  interests, 
particulariy  that  their  nidon ;  and  If  the  result 
should  render  it  necessary,  measures  will  be  taken 
on  our  part  to  preserve  with  each  that  friendship 
and  tiiose  liberal  commercU  connections  which  it 
has  been  the  constant  desire  of  the  United  States 
to  cultivate  with  tiieir  dster  republics  of  this  hemi- 
sphere. Until  the  important  question  of  reonioa 
shall  be  settled,  however,  the  lUfferent  matten 
which  have  been  under  discussion  between  die 
United  States  and  the  Bepublio  of  ColomUa,  or 
either  of  the  States  which  composed  It,  are  not 
likely  to  be  brought  to  a  satis&otory  issue. 

In  consequence  of  the  illness  of  the  chai^ 
d^a&ires  a}^;>ointed  to  Central  America  at  the  last 
sftsaon  of  Congress,  lie  was  prevented  from  pro- 
ceeding on  his  mission  until  the  month  of  October. 
It  is  hoped,  however,  that  he  Is  by  this  time  at  bis 
post,  and  that  the  official  intercourse,  unfortunately 
so  long  Interrupted,  has  been  thus  renewed  on  die 
part  of  the  two  nations,  so  amicably  and  advan- 
tageouriy  connected  by  engagements  Ibonded  on 
the  most  enlarged  piueiples  of  commercial  red- 
prodty. 

It  is  gratifymg  to  state  that,  dace  my  last  annual 
message,  some  of  Uie  most  important  claims  of  our 
fetloW'cIUzens  upon  the  Government  of  BradI  have 
been  eatiafactorily  adjusted,  and  a  reliance  is  jdaced 
on  tbe  friendly  dispositions  manifested  by  it  that 
justice  will  also  be  done  in  others.  No  new  causes 
of  complaint  have  arisen ;  and  the  trade  between 
the  two  countries  flourishes  under  the  encourage- 
ment seciued  to  It  .by  the  liberal  provlsioDa  of  uw 
treaty. 

It  is  cause  of  regret,  that,  owing  probably  to  the 
dvil  dissenrions  which  have  occupied  the  attention 
of  the  Uexlcan  Government,  tbe  time  fixed  by  the 
treaty  of  Ihnits  with  the  United  Sutes  for  the 
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meeting  of  the  commis^oncn  to  define  the  boun- 
daries between  the  tvo  nations,  has  been  suffered 
to  expire  without  the  appointment  of  aay  commis- 
flionen  on  the  port  of  that  GoTcrnment.  While 
the  true  boandan  remains  In  doabt  bj  either  party, 
it  b  difficult  to  give  effect  to  those  measures  which 
are  necessary  to  the  protection  and  quiet  of  our 
DomerouB  citizens  renung  near  that  frontier.  The 
But{ject  is  one  of  sreat  soiidtnde  to  the  Cnited 
fiutes,  and  will  not  Ul  to  receive  mj  earnest  atten- 
tion. 

The  treaty  conclnded  with  Chill,  and  approved 
by  the  Senate  at  its  last  ses^on,  was  also  ratiSed  by 
the  Chiliau  Goreminent,  but  with  certain  additional 
and  explanatory  artielea  of  a  nature  to  have  re> 
<^oired  it  to  be  again  submitted  to  the  Senate.  The 
time  limited  for  the  eichange  of  the  ratifications, 
however,  haiing  dnce  expired,  the  action  of  both 
GoTemnients  on  the  treaty  will  ag^  become  ne- 
cessary. 

The  negotiations  commenced  with  the  ArgcDttoe 
Bepnblic,  relaUre  to  the  outrages  committed  on  our 
Tesseta  engaged  In  the  fisheries  at  the  Falkland 
islands,  by  persons  acting  under  the  color  of  its  au- 
thority, aa  well  as  the  other  matters  in  controversy 
between  the  two  Governments,  have  been  suspended 
by  the  departure  of  the  chargi  d'albires  of  the 
United  States  ft«m  Buenof  Ayres.  It  is  understood, 
howev«-,  that  a  minister  was  subsequently  appointed 
by  that  Government  to  renew  the  negotiaUon  in 
the  United  States,  but,  though  daily  expected,  he 
has  not  yet  arrived  in  this  country. 

With  Peru  no  treaty  has  yet  been  formed,  and 
with  Bolivia  no  diplomatic  intercoorse  has  yet  been 
estaUished.  It  will  be  my  endeavor  to  encourage 
those  sentiments  of  amity  aod  that  Kberal  com* 
nerce  which  belong  to  the  relations  b)  which  aB  the 
independent  States  of  dils  continent  stand  towards 
each  other. 

I  deem  It  proper  to  recommend  to  your  notice 
the  reviuon  of  our  consuWr  system.  This  has  be- 
come  an  important  brancli  of  the  public  service,  in- 
asmuch aa  it  is  intimately  connected  with  the  pres- 
ervation of  our  national  character  abroad,  with  the 
interest  of  our  citizens  in  foreign  countries,  with 
the  regulations  and  care  of  our  commerce,  and  with 
the  protection  of  our  seamen.  At  the  close  of  the 
last  sesaon  of  Congress  I  communicated  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  upon  the  subject,  to 
which  I  now  refer,  aa  containing  information  which 
may  be  naefiil  in  any  Inquiries  that  Congress  may 
see  fit  to  Institute  wlu  a  view  to  a  salutary  reform 
of  the  system. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  congratulate  you 
upon  the  prosperous  condition  of  the  finances  of  the 
country,  aa  will  appear  from  the  report  which  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will,  in  due  time,  lay  be- 
fore you.  The  receipts  into  the  Treasury  during 
the  present  year  wUi  amount  to  more  than  thirty- 
two  millions  of  dollars.  The  revenue  derived  from 
customs  will,  it  is  believed,  be  more  than  twenty- 
eight  millions,  and  the  public  lands  will  yield  about 
three  millions.  The  expenditures  within  the  year, 
for  all  objects,  including  two  million  five  hundred 
and  soveuty-two  thousand  two  hundred  and  fbrty 
dollars  ana  ninety^ilne  cents  on  account  of  the 
public  debt,  win  not  amount  to  twenty-five  millions, 
and  a  large  balance  will  remain  in  the  Treasury 
after  satisfying  all  the  appropriations  chargeable  on 
the  revenue  for  the  present  year. 

The  measures  taken  by  the  Secretary  <^  the 
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Treasary  will  probably  enable  him  to  pay  off,  in 
the  coanie  of  the  present  year,  the  residue  of  the 
exchanged  four  and  a  half  per  cent,  stock,  redeem- 
able on  the  first  day  of  January  next ;  it  has,  there- 
fore, been  included  In  th^  estimated  expendftnres 
of  this  year,  and  forms  a  part  of  the  ram  above 
stated  to  have  been  paid  on  account  of  the  ptiblle 
debt :  the  payment  of  this  stock  will  reduce  the 
whole  debt  of  the  United  States,  funded  and  un- 
funded, to  the  sum  of  (4,7eO,08S  08 ;  and,  as  pro- 
vision has  already  been  made  for  the  four  and  a 
half  per  cent,  above  menttoned,  and  charged  in  the 
expenses  of  the  present  year,  the  sum  laitt  stated 
is  all  that  now  remains  of  the  national  debt ;  and 
the  revenue  the  coming  year,- together  with  the 
balance  now  in  die  Treasury,  will  be  sufficient  to 
discharge  it,  after  meeting  the  current  expenses  of 
the  GovemmenC  Under  the  power  given  to  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  It  will,  I  have 
no  doubt,  be  purchased  on  favorable  terms  within 
the  year. 

From  this  view  of  the  state  of  the  finances,  and 
the  public  engagements  yet  to  be  Ailfilled,  you  will 
perceive  tba^  if  Providence  permits  me  to  meet 
you  at  another  session,  I  shall  have  the  high  grati- 
fication of  announcing  to  you  that  the  national 
debt  is  extinguished.  I  cannot  refrain  from  ex- 
presring  the  pleasure  I  feel  at  the  near  approach 
of  that  dedn^le  event.  The  short  period  of  time 
within  which  the  public  debt  will  have  been  dts- 
cbarged,  is  strong  evidence  of  the  abundant  re- 
sources of  the  country,  and  of  the  prudence  nod 
economy  with  which  the  GoTernment  has  heretofore 
been  administered.  We  have  waged  two  wu«  aince 
we  became  a  nation,  with  one  of  the  most  powerful 
kingdoms  in  the  worid ;  both  of  them  undertaken 
in  defence  of  cor  dearest  rights — ^both  successfully 
prosecuted  and  honorably  terminated  ;  and  many 
of  those  who  partook  in  the  first  struggle,  as  weu 
aa  the  second,  will  have  lived  to  see  the  last  item 
of  the  debt  incurred  in  tliese  necessary  but  expen- 
^ve  confiicts,  faithf\iliy  and  honestiy  discbar^ged; 
and  we  shall  have  the  proud  satisfaction  of  be- 
aueathing  to  the  poUio  servants  who  follow  us  in 
UM  adnnnistratlon  of  the  Government,  the  rare 
blesdng  of  a  revenue  sufficiently  abunt^t,  raised 
without  injustice  or  oppression  to  our  citizens,  and 
unencumbered  with  any  burdens  but  what  they 
themselves  shall  think  proper  to  impose  upon  it. 

The  flourishing  state  of  the  finances  ought  not, 
however,  to  encourage  us  to  indulge  in  a  lavish  ex- 
pendltnre  of  the  pubUo  treasure.  The  receipts  of 
the  present  year  do  not  flimish  the  test  by  which 
we  are  to  estimate  the  income  of  the  next.  The 
changes  made  In  our  revenue  system  by  the  acts  of 
Congress  of  18.^8  and  I8S3,  and  more  especially  by 
the  furmer,  have  swelled  the  recupts  of  the  present 
year  far  beyond  the  amonnt  to  Im  expected  in 
more  rears  upon  the  reduced  tariff  of  duties.  The 
shortened  credits  on  revenue  bond?,  and  the  cash 
duties  on  woollens,  which  were  introduced  by  the 
act  of  1832,  and  took  effect  on  the  4th  of  March 
last,  have  brought  lai^e  sums  into  the  Treasury  in 
1888,  which,  according  to  the  oredita  fonneriy 
(^▼en,  would  not  have  been  payaUe  tmtil  1884, 
and  would  have  fenned  a  part  of  the  Ineome  of 
that  year.  These  causes  would  of  themselves  pro- 
duce a  great  iflminution  of  the  receipts  in  the  year 
1884,  aa  compared  with  the  present  one,  and  they 
will  be  still  more  diminished  by  the  reduced  rates 
of  doUes  which  take  plaee  on  the  1st  of  January 
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next  on  some  of  the  most  Important  and  productive 
articles.  Upon  tbe  best  eatimates  that  can  be 
made,  the  reedpto  of  tbe  next  year,  vlth  tbe  aid 
of  the  QMppropmted  amount  now  in  the  Treaanr;, 
will  not  be  much  more  than  rafBcIent  to  meet  the 
expeusea  of  the  year,  and  pay  tbe  small  remnant 
of  the  oatiooal  debt  which  yet  remafoa  nnaatiafied. 
Z  cannot,  therefore,  recommend  to  you  any  alter- 
ation in  the  present  tariff  of  duties.  The  rate  as 
now  fixed  by  law  on  the  Tarious  articles  was  adopt- 
ed at  Um  last  sesdon  of  Congreas  as  a  matter  of 
comiffonilae  with  unusual  unanimity ;  and  unton  it 
b  found  to  produce  more  than  the  nocesaities  of  the 
GoTemment  call  for,  there  would  seem  to  be  no 
reason,  at  this  Ume,  to  justify  a  chan^. 

But,  while  I  forbear  to  recommend  any  farther 
reduction  of  the  dudes  beyond  that  already  pro- 
fided  for  by  the  ezbtior  laws,  I  must  earnestly  and 
leqieetinlly  press  upon  Connen  the  importance  of 
abmning  firom  all  approjmtlons  which  are  not 
absolutely  required  for  the  public  intereats,  and  an- 
tiioriied  by  Uie  powers  clearly  delegated  to  the 
United  States,  We  are  beginning  a  new  era  io  our 
Govemment.  Tbe  nationd  debt,  which  has  so  long 
been  a  burden  on  tlie  Treasury,  will  be  finally  dio- 
dtarged  in  the  ooorae  of  tbe  enaolng  year.  No 
more  money  win  afterwards  he  needed  than  what 
may  be  neeesaary  to  meet  the  ordinary  expenses  of 
the  QoTetnment.  Now,  then,  ia  the  proper  mo- 
ment to  fix  our  ayatem  of  expenditure  on  firm  and 
durable  principles ;  and  I  cannot  too  atronglj  urge 
tbe  neccaatty  of  a  rigid  economy,  and  an  iaaexibU 
doterainatioD  not  to  enlarge  the  Income  Iwyond 
the  reel  necearities  of  the  OoTemment,  and  not  to 
liiorease  the  wants  of  the  Gorerament  by  unneces- 
■ary  and  profuse  expenditures.  If  a  contrary 
coarse  should  be  pursued.  It  may  happen  that  tbe 
revenue  of  18S4  will  fall  short  of  the  demands  upon 
it ;  and  after  reducing  the  tariff  in  order  to  lighten 
tbe  burdens  of  the  people,  and  providing  for  a  atill 
farther  reduction  to  take  effect  hereafter,  it  would 
be  mueh  to  be  deplored,  if,  at  tbe  end  of  another 
year,  we  should  find  ourselves  obUged  to  retrace 
onr  steps,  and  impose  additional  taxes  to  meet  un- 
necessary expenditures. 

It  ia  my  duty,  on  tlkia  occasion,  to  call  your  at- 
tention to  the  destruction  of  tbe  public  buili^ng  oc- 
cepied  by  the  Treasury  Department,  which  nap- 
|»Mied  diuse  the  last  atUoomment  of  Congtesi.  A 
thorough  inqidry  into  tbe  canaes  of  tUs  loas  waa 
directed  and  made  at  the  time,  tbe  result  of  which 
will  be  duly  communicated  to  you.  1  talce  pleasure, 
bowerer,  in  stating  here,  that,  by  the  laudable  ex- 
ertions of  the  oIBcers  of  tbe  Department,  and  many 
of  the  dtisens  of  tbe  District,  but  few  papera  were 
lost,  and  none  that  will  materially  all^  the  pnblic 
interest. 

Tbe  pabUc  eonrenience  requires  that  another 
building  shonld  be  erected  as  soon  as  practicable, 
and,  in  proridiug  for  it,  it  will  be  advisable  to  cn- 
largis,  in  some  manner,  the  accommodations  for  the 
pobUc  oAcers  of  the  several  Departments,  and  to 
authorize  the  erection  of  suitable  deporitories  for 
the  safe  keeinng  of  the  public  docomenta  and 
records. 

Snce  the  last  adjoumment  of  Congress,  tbe  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  has  directed  tbe  money  of 
tbe  United  States  to  be  deposited  in  certain  State 
banlu  designated  by  him,  and  be  will  immediately 
lay  before  yon  his  reasons  for  this  direction.  I 
cooeur  with  Um  entirely  in  the  view  he  has  taken 


of  the  subject,  and  some  months  before  the  removal 
J  argei  upon  the  Department  the  propriety  of 
taking  that  step.  The  near  approach  of  tbe  day 
on  which  the  charter  will  exi^re,  aa  well  as  tbe  con- 
duct  of  the  bank,  appeared  to  me  to  call  for  this 
measure,  upon  the  high  considerations  of  publie  in- 
terest and  public  duty.  The  extent  of  its  miscMi. 
duct,  however,  although  known  to  be  great,  waa 
not  at  that  time  fully  developed  by  {vo<kl  It  wai 
not  until  hue  in  the  month  of  August  that  X  re- 
ceived from  the  Government  directors  an  offldal 
report,  esUblishing  beyond  question  that  this  great 
and  powerful  institution  bad  been  actively  engaged 
in  attempting  to  influence  tbe  elections  of  the  public 
officers  by  means  of  its  money,  and  that,  in  viola- 
tion of  the  express  proviuons  of  its  charter,  it  bad, 
by  a  formal  resolution,  placed  its  funds  at  the  dis- 
position of  its  preddent,  to  be  employed  in  suatain- 
uig  the  politicM  power  of  the  bank.  A  copy  of  this 
resolution  ia  contained  in  tbe  report  of  tbe  GoveiB- 
ment  directors,  before  referred  to ;  and,  however 
the  objects  may  be  disguised  by  cautious  lan- 
guage, no  one  con  doubt  that  this  money  was,  In 
truth,  intended  for  electioneering  purposes,  and  tbe 
particular  uaca  to  which  it  is  proved  to  bare  been 
api^ied,  abundaiiti<y  show  that  It  was  so  understood. 
Not  only  was  the  evidence  eomidete  as  to  the  pail 
application  of  the  money  and  power  of  the  bank  to 
electioneering  purposes,  but  that  the  resolution  of 
the  board  of  directors  authorized  the  same  coarse 
to  be  pursued  in  future. 

It  being  thus  established,  by  unquestionable 
proof,  that  the  Bank  of  tbe  United  States  was 
converted  into  a  permanent  electioneering  engine, 
it  appeared  to  me  that  the  path,  of  duty  which  the 
Executive  department  of  tbe  Government  ought  to 
pursue  was  not  doubtful.  As,  by  the  terms  of  the 
bank  charter,  no  officer  but  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treosnry  could  remove  the  deposits,  it  seemed  to 
me  that  this  autbuity  ou^t  to  be  at  once  exerted 
to  deprive  that  great  corporation  of  the  support 
and  countenance  of  the  Government  io  such  a  use 
of  its  funds  and  such  an  exertion  of*  its  power.  In 
this  point  of  the  case,  the  question  ia  diatlnctiy 
presented,  whether  tbe  peofde  of  the  United  SUtes 
are  to  govern  through  representatives  chosen  by 
their  unbiased  suffrages,  or  whether  the  money  and 
power  of  a  great  corporation  are  to  be  secreUy  ex- 
erted to  influence  ^ir  judgment  and  control  their 
deeiaiona.  It  must  now  be  determined  whether  tbe 
bank  ia  to  luve  its  candidates  for  all  offices  in  the 
country,  from  the  highest  to  tbe  lowest,  or  whether 
candidates  on  both  udea  of  political  questions  shall 
be  brought  forward,  aa  beretofbre,  and  aupportod 
by  the  usual  means. 

At  this  time  tiie  efibrti  of  tbe  bank  to  control 
public  opinion  through  the  distresses  of  some  mad 
the  fears  of  others,  are  equally  ^parent,  and,  if 
poaslble,  more  ol^ectionable.  By  a  curtailment  of 
its  accommodations  more  rajud  than  any  emergency 
requires,  and  even  while  it  retains  specie  to  an 
almost  unprecedented  amount  in  -its  vaults,  it  is  at- 
tempting to  produce  great  embarrassment  in  one 
porUon  of  the  community,  while,  through  preaaea 
known  to  have  been  iutttdned  by  its  money,  It 
attempts,  by  unfounded  alanna,  to  create  a  pairie 
inalL 

These  are  the  means  by  which  it  seems  to  expect 
that  it  can  force  a  restoration  of  the-deposits,  and^ 
as  a  necessary  oonsequcnce,  extort  from  GongreM 
a  renewal  of  its  dmrter.   I  am  happy  to  niow 
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flwt,  through  the  good  seiue  vt  oar  psople,  the 
effort  to  get  up  ft  pftoie  bu  hitherto  fiUwd,  mod  thftt, 
through  the  iocrcaMd  ■ccommodatioDS  which  the 
State  bftnks  have  been  enabled  to  ftlFord,  no  public 
diitren  hu  followed  the  exerUona  of  the  htak ; 
tad  it  cumot  be  doubted  that  the  exercise  of  its 
power,  and  the  expenditure  of  its  money,  as  well 
as  its  efforts  to  spread  groundleas  alarm,  will  be  met 
and  rebuked  as  they  deseire.  In  mj  own  sphere 
of  doty,  I  should  fiMlB7Klf  called  on,  bj  the  &ots 
disdosed,  to  order  a  setra/ocfM  agabuA  the  bank, 
with  a  rtew  to  put  an  end  to  the  cbartcred  rights 
H  has  so  palpably  violated,  were  it  not  that  the 
obarter  itself  will  expire  as  aooa  aa  a  deciu<»i 
would  probably  be  obtained  from  the  eoiut  of  laat 
resort.  ^ 

I  called  the  attentioa  of  CoogreH  to  tUs  gu^eot 
in  my  leaf  annual  meiBage,  andlnlbnned  dieni  that 
such  measures  as  were  within  ihe  reach  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  bad  bees  taken  to  enable 
him  to  Judge  wheUier  Uie  public  depoeita  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  were  entirely  safe ;  but 
that,  as  his  single  powers  might  be  inadequate  to 
the  otgeot,  I  recommend  the  nl^l  to  Cooneit, 
aa  worthy  of  their  eerious  Investigation ;  demiing 
it  as  my  opinion  that  an  inquiry  into  the  transao- 
tioDS  of  that  institution,  embracing  the  branches  aa 
well  as  the  principal  bank,  waa  called  for  by  the 
credit  which  was  given  throughout  the  country  to 
many  serious  chaigea  impeaching  their  eharacter ; 
and  whieh,  if  trae,  might  jnetly  excite  the  appre- 
benaku  tlut  they  vera  no  loi^^r  a  safe  depository 
for  the  pablio  money.  The  extent  to  which  the 
exudnation,  Uius  recommended,  was  gone  into,  is 
8|xead  npou  your  journals,  and  is  too  well  known 
to  require  to  be  atated.  Such  as  was  made,  resulted 
in  a  report  from  a  minority  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  touohmg  certain  apecified  points 
only,  concluding  with  a  reeolutioo  that  the  Govern* 
0wnt  depoeita  might  miAj  be  continued  la  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  This  resdotioa  was 
adopted  at  the  close  of  the  sesrion,  by  the  vote  of 
a  minority  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives. 

Although  I  may  not  alwaya  be  able  to  concur  in 
the  views  of  the  public  interest,  or  tbe  duties  of  its 
agents,  which  may  be  taken  by  the  other  dcpart- 
DMnti  of  the  Govenunent.  or  either  of  its  branches, 
I  am,  notwitbatandlng,  wholly  incapable  of  reoeir- 
Inc  otbenrise  than  with  the  most  sucere  ntpeet^ 
alTopiniona  or  suggestions  proceeding  from  anch 
a  aeuree ;  and  in  respect  to  none  am  I  more  hi- 
elined  to  do  so,  than  to  tbe  House  of  Represent- 
advea.  But  it  will  be  aeen,  from  the  brief  views 
at  lUe  time  taken  of  the  auqeet  br  mradf;  as  well 
aa  the  more  ample  ones  preaented  by  the  Seoetary 
of  tbe  Treasury,  that  the  ebaage  In  the  deposits 
which  haa  been  ordered,  has  been  deemed  to  be 
called  for  by  conaiderationa  which  are  not  affected 
bj  tbe  proceedings  referred  to,  and  which,  if  cor- 
rectly viewed  by  that  Department,  rendered  its  act 
a  natter  of  imperiona  doty. 

Comiog  aa  you  do,  lor  tbe  most  part,  imme- 
diately from  the  people  and  Uie  States,  by  elecUon, 
and  possessing  the  fullest  opportunity  to  know 
tbeir  sentiments,  the  present  Congress  will  be  sin- 
eerely  solidtoos  to  carry  into  full  and  fair  effect  the 
will  of  their  consUtnenta  In  rward  to  this  Institn- 
tien.  It  will  be  for  those  in  vhoae  behdf  we  all 
act,  to  dedde  whether  the  Executfre  department 
d  tiie  Ooremment,  In  the  at^  whieh  it  baa  taken 
on  tfa»  int|{cct,  haa  bem  fbond  in  the  Hne  «f  ita  doty. 


Cpraiian,US8. 

Tbe  aeemnpaoylog  report  of  tbe  Secretary  of 
War,  with  the  documenta  annexed  to  i^  cxUbit  the 
operations  of  tbe  War  Department  for  the  past 
year,  and  the  condition  9t  tne  various  aidffecte  in- 
tmstsd  to  its  administration. 

It  will  be  seen  from  them  that  the  amy  main- 
tains  the  character  it  has  heretofore  acquired  for 
efficiency  and  military  knowledge.  Nothing  baa 
oocuned  ance  your  last  sessioa  to  require  its  ser- 
vieea  beymid  the  fffdinary  rontlne  of  duUes,  wbk^ 
upon  the  seaboard  and  tbe  inland  frontier  derolTe 
nptm  it  in  a  time  of  peace.  Tbe  system,  so  wisely 
adopted  and  eo  long  puraned,  of  conatnicting  forti- 
fications at  exposed  points,  and  of  preparing  and 
collecting  the  supplies  necessary  for  the  military 
defence  of  the  country,  and  thus  providently  Air- 
nialung  In  peaee  the  mens  <tf  detaiee  in  war,  haa 
been  eontmned  with  the  usual  resoha.  I  reeom- 
mend  to  your  con^deration  the  v  one  us  stdrieeta 
suggested  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 
Their  adoption  would  promote  the  pablio  service 
and  ameliorate  the  condiUoo  of  the  army. 

Our  relations  with  the  Tftrious  Indian  tribes  have 
been  undisturbed  since  tbe  termnatton  of  the  diffi- 
culties growine  out  the  boatUe  aggreasloas  of 
the  Sac  and  >ox  Inttiana.  Several  treatlea  havo 
been  formed  for  the  retioquishment  of  territory  to 
the  United  States,  and  for  tbe  migration  of  tbe  oc- 
cupants to  the  region  asngnod  lor  their  readenco 
west  of  the  Uia^ppi.  Kiould  these  treaties  be 
ratified  by  the  Senate,  providoD  will  have  been 
made  for  the  removal  of  almost  all  the  tribes  now 
remaining  east  of  tiiat  rivM,  and  for  tbe  termination 
of  many  difficult  and  embarraa^g  questions  aris- 
ing out  of  their  anomalous  poUtinl  condition.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  those  portions  of  two  of  Uie 
Southern  tribes,  which,  in  that  event,  will  present 
tiie  only  remaining  difficulties,  will  realize  the  ne- 
cessity of  emigrMion,  and  will  qieedily  resort  to  it. 
][j  original  oonvietiona  upon  this  mdjeet  have  been 
eonflrmed  by  tbe  oooiee  of  events  for  oevenl 
years,  and  experience  is  every  day  adding  to  tbrir 
strength.  That  those  tribes  cannot  exist,  sur- 
round by  our  settlements,  and  in  continual  con- 
tact with  ourcitixenB,  is  certain.  They  have  neither 
tbe  intelligetice,  the  induatry,  the  moral  habits,  uor 
tbe  d«dre  <^  impiwrement,  wUdi  are  oaaentiij  to 
any  fhvoraUe  ehann  in  their  oo&dition.  Sslab- 
Uued  in  tbe  midst  in  anoth^  and  a  auperior  raee^ 
and  witbcmt  appreciating  the  eauses  of  their  IuCb- 
riority,  or  seeking  to  control  them,  they  munt  ne- 
cessarily yield  to  tbe  force  of  circumsuncea,  and 
ere  long  disappear.  Such  has  been  their  fate  here- 
tofore, and  if  it  ia  to  t>e  averted,  and  It  is,  it  can 
only  be  done  by  a  general  removal  beyond  onr 
boundary,  and  by  a  reorganization  of  their  political 
system  upon  principles  adapted  to  the  new  r«Iatloas 
in  which  they  wiU  be  placed.  The  experiment 
which  has  been  recentiy  made  has  bo  iiir  proved 
suecessfiU.  Tbe  enugrants  generally  are  repre- 
aented  to  be  proqteroaa  and  contmited,  the  eoon* 
try  suitable  to  their  wants  and  babita,  and  the 
essential  articles  of  aub^stence  easily  procured. 
When  the  report  of  the  commiaaiODers  now  engaged 
in  investigating  the  condition  and  prospects  of 
tiiese  Induns,  and  in  devidt:^  a  plan  for  their  in- 
tercourse  and  government,  is  received,  I  trust 
ample  means  of  informaUon  will  be  in  possearion 
of  the  Govenunent  for  acUurtiog  all  tbe  tmaettled 
quest  ions  connected  with  this  interesting  aut^eot. 

The  ofvtaXiaaa  of  the  navj  during  the  year,  and 
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ita  prewDt  condiUoo,  we  fully  exhibited  in  the  an- 
DUij  report  from  the  Nkrr  Department. 

Saggesdona  are  made  by  the  Secretary  of  Tarioos 
improfemcnta,  which  descvre  careful  cooidderation, 
sad  moat  of  which,  if  adopted,  hid  fair  to  promote 
the  eiHcieocy  of  this  Imp<»teDt  bram^  of  the  pub- 
lic serrlce.  Among  these  are  the  oew  organization 
of  the  Nary  Board,  the  revidon  of  the  pay  to 
ofScers,  and  a  change  in  the  period  of  time,  or  in 
the  manner  of  making  the  annual  appropriations, 
to  which  I  b^  leaTe  to  call  your  particular  atten- 
tion. 

The  Tiewa  which  are  {weaented  on  almost  emy 
portioD  of  our  naTsl  eonoems,  and  aanedaHy  on 
the  amoont  of  fbreeand  the  number  of  (meen,  and 
the  goneral  eoorse  of  pt^icy  appropriate  in  the 
present  state  of  our  country,  for  securing  the  great 
and  esefol  purposes  of  naval  protecUoa  in  peace, 
and  dne  preparation  for  the  owtingeodes  of  war, 
meet  with  my  entire  approbation. 

It  will  be  perceived,  from  the  report  referred  to, 
that  the  fixcal  concerns  of  the  establiahment  are  in 
an  excellent  condition ;  and  it  is  hoped  that  Con- 
gress may  feel  disposed  to  make  promptly  every 
■ntuble  |n«Tislon  desired,  either  for  preserving  or 
improving  the  system. 

The  Genenl  Poet  OflHoe  Department  has  con- 
tinned,  npon  the  strength  of  ita  own  resources,  to 
fiidlitBta  the  means  of  communi<iation  Iwtween  the 
TuioQS  portions  of  the  Union  with  increased  ac- 
tivity. The  method,  hotrtever,  in  which  the  accounts 
of  the  transportation  of  the  mail  have  always  been 
kept,  appears  to  have  presented  an  imperfect  view 
of  ila  eipeoeea.  It  has  recently  been  discovered 
that,  btaa  the  earliest  records  of  the  Department, 
the  annual  statementa  have  been  calculated  to  ex- 
hibit an  amount  conuderably  short  of  the  actual 
expense  incurred  for  that  service.  These  illusory 
statements,  together  with  the  expense  of  carrying 
into  effect  the  law  of  the  last  sesidon  of  Congress 
establishing  new  mail  routes,  and  a  diqtodtion  on 
the  part  of  tht  bead  of  the  Department  to  gratify 
the  wiabea  of  the  pabUe  In  ^  extendon  of  mail 
filcilitiefl,  have  induced  him  to  incur  responsibilities 
for  tb^  improvement,  beyond  what  the  current 
resources  of  the  Department  would  sustain.  Ab 
soon  aa  he  bad  discovered  tbe  imperfection  of  the 
method,  he  caused  an  investigation  to  be  made  of 
it!  resnlte,  and  applied  the  proper  remedy  to  ewe- 
r«et  the  eviL  It  became  necessary  for  him  to  with- 
draw some  of  the  improvements  which  he  had 
made,  to  bring  the  expenses  of  the  Department 
within  its  own  resources.  These  expenses  were  in- 
curred for  the  public  good,  and  the  public  have  en- 
Joyed  their  benefit.  They  are  now  but  partially 
■nspended,  and  that  where  they  may  be  dlsoontinoed 
with  Uw  leaat  inconvenience  to  the  country. 

The  progreedve  increase  in  the  income  from 
postages  has  equalled  tbe  highest  expectations,  and 
it  affords  demonatrativa  evidence  of  the  growing 
importance  and  great  utility  of  this  Department. 
The  details  are  exhibited  in  the  accompanying 
rmort  of  the  Fostmaater  GeneraL 

The  many  diatreaung  aoddonts  which  have  of 
late  occurred  in  that  portion  of  our  navigation  car- 
ried on  by  the  use  of  steam  power,  deserve  tbe  im- 
mediate and  unremitting  attention  of  the  consti- 
tuted authorities  of  tbe  country.  The  fact  that  the 
number  of  those  fatal  ^saatera  ia  constantly  in- 
creasing, notwithstanding  the  great  iroprovemoits 
which  are  everywhere  made  in  the  maobinety  em- 
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{Joyed,  and  in  the  rapid  advances  which  have  been 
made  in  that  branch  of  science,  show  very  cleariy 
that  they  are  in  a  great  degree  the  result  of  crimi- 
nal negligeuce  on  tbe  perl  of  tlioee  by  whom  the 
veaaela  ue  unvoted,  and  to  whose  care  and  atten- 
tion the  lives  and  property  of  onr  citizens  are  00 
extendvely  intrusted. 

That  these  evils  may  be  greatiy  leasened,  if  not 
substantially^  removed,  by  means  of  precautionary 
and  penal  legislation,  seems  to  be  highly  probable  ; 
so  far,  therefore,  as  tbe  subject  can  be  regarded  as 
within  the  constitutional  purview  o£  Congress,  I 
earnestly  recommend  it  to  your  prompt  and  serious 
com4deration. 

I  would  also  call  your  attention  to  tbe  views  I 
have  heretofore  expressed  of  the  propriety  of 
^mending  the  conatitotion  in  relation  to  the  mode 
of  eleoting  the  Preaident  and  Vice  President  of  the 
IJidted  Sutea.  Begarding  it  as  all  imporuot  to 
the  fbture  quiet  and  harmony  of  the  people  that 
every  intermediate  agency  in  the  election  of  these 
officers  should  be  removed,  and  that  their  eligibility 
should  be  limited  to  one  term  of  either  fbnr  or  six 
years,  I  cannot  too  earnestly  bidte  your  consider- 
ation of  tite  subject. 

Trustnig  that  your  deliberations  on  all  the  toptes 
of  general  Interest  to  whieh  I  have  adverted,  end 
saoh  others  as  your  more  extennve  knowledge  of 
the  wants  of  onr  beloved  country  may  suggest, 
may  be  crowned  with  suoeess,  I  teiMer  you,  in  om- 
dmnon,  the  co-operation  wUeh  it  may  be"  in  my 
power  to  afford  them. 

ANDREW  JACKSOIf. 
Washihotoh,  Dectmbcr  i,  183S. 

6,000  extra  copies  of  the  Message,  and  ]  ,600 
of  the  acoompanying  docnmoDts,  were  ordered 
to  be  printed  for  tiie  use  of  the  Senate. 


Wkdnxsdat,  Docember  4. 
Qwmmmt  IkponU—SimoBal. 

The  Obaib  laid  before  the  Benate  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  conceniing 
the  reraoTfd  of  the  pnblio  deposits  from  the 
United  States  Bank  and  its  branches. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gbundt,  6,000  copies  <tf 
the  report,  and  1,600  copies  of  the  dootuaemts, 
were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mode  lahad  Senaten, 
IDr.  S.  WnaaT  ofilbred  the  IbUoving  restdii- 
tion: 

Jiuelved,  That  the  proceedings  of  the  Leglalatore 
of  tbe  State  of  Bhode  Island,  now  upon  the  table 
of  the  Senate,  showing  the  appointment  of  Eusea 
R.  PoTTXK  as  a  Senator  to  represent  that  State  in 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  be  referred  to  a 
select  committee  of  five  Senators,  to  inquire  and 
report  upon  the  claim  of  tbe  sud  Elisha.  R.  Pot- 
TSB  to  the  seat  in  tbe  Benate  now  occupied  by  the 

Hon.  ASHKB  ROBBMB. 

Thubsdat,  Dacember  6. 

V^o/t&e£and  BUI 

A  Uassaffe  was  received  from  the  Fteudcut 
of  the  Unued  States,  enclosing  a  oomnumioi^ 
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tioQ  of  the  reasons  which  had  indaced  him  to 
ref^  his  assent  to  the  bill  of  the  last  session, 
sathorizing  an  appropriation  for  a  limited  time, 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands.  The  Mes- 
sage having  been  read, 

llr.  Out  rose,  and  stated  that  tiiia  Ifeasnre 
had  been  first  introdnoed  into  Oongress  at  tta 
session  before  the  last,  under  oironmstanoes 
which  must  be  within  the  recollection  of  every 
member  of  the  Senate.  Its  object  was  to  dis- 
pose of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  for  a 
umited  time.  The  subject  nsd  been  greatly 
discussed,  not  only  in  Congress,  but  throoghont 
the  country.  The  principles  and  provisions  of 
the  hill  were  well  and  generally  onderstood. 
The  sn^ect  bad  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
Chief  Magistrate  himself,  and  this  bill  was  made 
the  subject  of  commentary  in  his  Message  at  the 
commencement  of  the  lost  sesuon  of  Congress. 
It  must,  therefDroi,  be  omuidered  a»  a  snqect 
perfectly  well  understood  by  the  Prendent;  for  it 
was  not  to  be  supposed  that  he  would  have  com- 
mented  upon  it,  and  recommended  it  to  the  at- 
tention 01  Congress,  if  it  had  not  been  un- 
derstood. Dunng  the  last  session,  this  bill, 
which  had  previously  been  before  the  House, 
was  introduced  in  wis  body,  and  was  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  other  House,  whence  it  was 
returiftd  with  a  slight  amendment,  taking 
away  the  discretion  which  had  been  invested 
in  the  State  Legislatures  as  to  the  disposal 
of  the  proceeds.  This  hill,  which  had  been  be- 
fore Oongress  the  session  before  the  last,  which 
had  paased  at  the  last  ses^n,  having  be«i  be- 
fore tne  oonntry  for  a  whtde  year  when  it  passed 
the  two  Houses,  was  i^aced  before  the  Ex- 
eoative,  with  a  number  of  other  measures,  Just 
before  the  dose  of  the  last  Congress.  As  the 
subject  had  been  before  the  President  for  con- 
sideration BO  long  previons  to  the  passage  of 
the  l>ill,  and  he  had  reflected  upon  it,  it  was 
not  to  have  been  expected  that  he  woiud  take 
advantage  of  the  shortness  of  the  session  to  re- 
tain the  bill  until  this  time.  Yet  such  had 
been  the  fact,  and  a  proceeding  had  taken  place 
which  was  unprecedented  and  alarming,  and 
which,  unless  the  people  of  tiiis  conntry  were 
lost  to  all  sense  of  what  was  dne  to  the  legisla^ 
tive  branch  of  the  Government,  to  themselTes, 
and  to  tiiose  principles  of  liberty  which  had 
been  transmitted  to  them  from  the  revtAution, 
they  would  not  tolerate.  It  was  at  least  due 
to  the  Legislature  that  the  President  should 
have  sent  a  few  lines,  courteously  informing 
them  that,  when  his  own  mind  was  mi^e  up, 
he  would  communioate  the  result.  But  without 
deigning  to  make  known  his  intention,  or  to 
impart  the  reasons  which  inflnenced  him,  he 
despotically  kept  silence,  and  retained  the  bill. 
Mr.  C.  begged  leave  to  congratulate  the  Senate 
on  the  return  of  the  bill.  The  question  which 
now  pi^sented  itself  was,  wiiether  the  bill  was 
dead,  in  oonsequenoe  of  the  noo-acUon  of  the 
Fra^Dt,  or  whether  it  had  become  an  udsting 
lav.  He  was  not  now  abont  to  disonss  that 
question ;  but  he  had  fait  himself  called  on  to 
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make  a  few  observations  on  this  extraordinary 
course,  and  to  say  that  it  was  due  to  Congress, 
to  the  people,  and  to  the  Executive  himself^  to 
have  informed  the  last  Oongreaa  in  reference 
to  this  subjeot,  ooneemiiw  which  he  must  have 
made  up  his  mind.  He  would  now  move 
to  lay  this  Ull  on  tiie  table,  and  would  after- 
wards give  notice  of  a  day  when  he  should  ask 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  in  order  to  submit  it 
again  to  the  action  of  the  Senate. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the  table 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative— Ayes  19. 

Mr.  Beitton  moved  to  take  up  the  Message 
for  consideration. 

Mr.  Moo  HE  thought  that  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  would  have  another  opportunity  of 
offering  what  he  wished  to  paj  \  and  he  was 
himself  deurous  to  move  the  printing  an 
extra  numlwr  of  the  Message. 

Mr.  BsNTOH  expressed  a  nope  that  he  might 
be  permitted  to  take  as  wiw  a  range  as  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  had  taken.  He 
wished  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  turn  to  the 
journal,  and  inform  him  on  what  day  of  the  last 
session  the  hill  was  sent  to  the  President.  [The 
Secretary,  having  referred  to  the  journal,  re- 

Slied,  that  it  was  sent  to  him  on  the  2d  of 
[arch.]  He  wished  the  Senate  to  bear  in  mind 
that,  as  the  8d  of  March  fell  on  a  Sunday,  the 
2d  WAS,  in  fact,  the  last  day  of  the  session.  He 
then  asked  if  there  was  not  an  ancient  rule  of 
Oongress  that  prohibited  the  sending  a  bill  to 
the  President  on  the  last  day  of  the  sesdoni 
[Mr.  Kino  answu«d  that  there  was.]  He  then 
mquired  if  the  sending  of  the  bill  on  the  9d  of 
Much,  last  session,  was  not  a  violation  of  this 
rule  t  There  was  a  precipitation  and  huste  at 
the  close  of  the  session,  which  prevented  not 
only  ^e  President,  but  the  members  them- 
selves, fVom  knowing  precisely  what  ttiey  were 
doing.  The  rule  to  which  he  had  adverted  was 
set  aside  last  session,  and  ail  the  evils  which 
accompany  precipitation  were  the  consequence. 
There  were  143  acts  put  on  the  statute  l>ook 
last  session.  The  68d  of  these  acts  was  ugned 
on  the  2d  of  March.  So  that  there  were  about 
90  acts  signed  on  the  last  day  of  tlie  sesuon, 
and  ttius  a  mass  of  bnrinen  was  tlirown  on  the 
President,  which  it  was  almost  imposdble  to 
perform.  And  now  the  people  were  called  on 
to  revolt,  and  denwidations  bad  gone  forth 
that,  if  the  people  would  put  up  with  this,  they 
would  put  up  with  any  thing,  because  the  t^s- 
ident,  in  addition  to  ul  this  mass  of  business, 
did  not,  on  that  day,  write  the  paper  whicli 
had  now  been  read,  and  send  the  bill  l>aok. 
And  this  declaration  was  made  in  the  presence 
of  members  who  knew  that  it  sometimes  took 
them  months  to  prepare  a  speech  for  the  press, 
with  the  help  of  the  note-takers  and  the  speak- 
ers themselves,  and  all  that  wore  concerned. 
Yet  the  people  were  called  on  to  revolt  against 
the  President  for  not  pr^Mriog  this  paper  in  ad- 
dition to  all  the  l^slabve  and  exeoative  bari- 
ness  which  |a«ased  on  him  in  the  last  few  houn 
of  the  seadon.  He  had  risen  not  only  to  ds- 

Digitized  by  Google 


VHo<}ftkt  Lamd  BOL 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


208 


Dionwnt,  1S88L] 

feDd  the  Preaideot,  but  to  claim  for  him  the 
approbation  of  all  rettecting  persons,  for  retain- 
ing the  bill  nntU  he  conld  have  sufficient  time 
to  examine  it,  and  prepare  his  reasons  for  ob- 
jecting to  it  Certainly,  as  far  as  he  knew,  the 
Pre^dent  bad  made  ap  hia  mind  at  once  in  op- 
porition  to  the  bill,  bat  no  ham  an  bands  conld 
hftve  written  ont  the  doenmrat  itself.  ,  It  had 
been  found  neoesaarjr  to  make  aevend  linndred 
references,  all  requiring  extensive  examination ; 
but,  leaving  ont  all  these,  there  was  not  time 
left  even  for  the  writing.   He  oouid  not  have 

tone  through  the  mere  manual  labor.  A  great 
tate  paper  was  to  be  laid  before  the  people ; 
and  the  President  was  right  to  take  time  for 
reflection,  and  not  throw  back  the  bill  iniUtnUr, 
as  if  he  kicked  it  bock  in  their  facesi,  as  much 
as  to  say  that  tbej  bad  acted  precipitately  in 
tbeir  le^Iation.  He  repeated,  that  the  I*resl- 
dent  haa  acted  in  the  manner  most  respeotftil 
to  the  Lf^pslatare.  He  had  examined  the  snb- 
Jeet,  and  bad  now,  as  ezplloitlj  as  posrible, 
ttH  that  he  had  weighed  all  the  reasons  vhioh 
bad  been  advanced  in  &vor  of  the  bill,  and  all 
the  coantera<^g  reasons  wUoh  had  operated 
upon  him. 

He  had  risen  to  defend  the  President  from 
what  be  considered  an  unjustifiable  and  violent 
assault  made  upon  him  for  doing  what  was  his 
duty.  As  to  the  bill  itself,  seeing  the  manner 
in  which  ihe  Western  elections  had  termi- 
nated, be  was  ready  to  meet  it  in  luiy  form. 
'He  entirely  concurred  in  the  suggestion  for  the 
printing  of  an  extra  number  of  the  Message. 

Ur.  Olat  said  he  did  not  rise  to  reply  to  any 
one  who  had  felt  himself  called  apon  to  rise  in 
the  Senate  to  vindicate  the  Presldrait.  If  there 
were  any  each  member,  he  did  not  wish  to  dis- 
tQth  lum  in  his  office  of  vindicator  of  the  Pres- 
ident, or  to  affect  the  oomplaoehcy  with  which 
he  might  regard  bis  vindication.  But  he  (Mr. 
G.)  stood  here  to  sustain  his  own  course,  to 
vindicate  the  constitution,  and  to  vindicate  the 
rights  of  Congress  under  it.  And  he  mast  re- 
peat, that  the  withholding  of  the  land  bill,  at 
the  last  session,  under  all  the  ciroumBtanoes  of 
the  case,  was  a  violation  of  the  constitution, 
and  disrespectfVd  to  the  Senate.  What  were 
the  circomstaocesf 

At  two  difibrent  seMions  at  Congress,  the 
land  snbjeot  waa  before  it.  At  that  which  pre- 
ceded the  last,  a  bill  had  been  introdaced  to 
distribute  HDUHig  the  States  the  proceeds  of  the 
pnblie  lands.  The  whole  subject,  by  the  bill 
and  by  reports  of  committees,  was  laid  before 
Congress  and  spread  before  the  country.  A 
copy  of  the  bill,  when  it  was  first  introduced, 
according  to  the  constant  practice  of  Congress, 
was  sent  to  the  President,  He  was  thus,  as 
well  as  the  conntry  generally,  put  in  entire 
possession  of  the  matter.  It  attracted  great 
public  attention.  It  engaged  that  of  the  Pre»- 
ideat.  And,  accordingly,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  last  session,  in  his  annoal  Message, 
he  sdvertad-to  tt,  in  a  manner  whidi  evidently 
ahowed  that  the  writer  of  the  Hessage  folly 


understood  it,  and  all  the  views  which  had 
been  developed  about  it. 

Thus  was  Congress,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  last  session,  officially  invited  to  act,  and  to 
act  speedily,  respecting  the  public  lauds ;  and 
thus  did  the  President  manifest  his  knowledge 
of  the  movisions  of  the  bill  of  the  previous  ses- 
sion, well,  sir,  (sud  Mr.  O.,)  Oongresa  andn 
took  up  the  question.  The  identical  bill  of  the 
previoos  sesuon  was  ag^n  hitrodnced,  and 
agun,  prior  to  its  passage,  placed  before  the 
Preudent,  along  wiUi  the  other  printed  docu- 
ments, according  to  standing  usage.  And  it 
was  passed  by  both  Houses,  substuitially  in 
the  shape  in  which  at  the  previous  session  it 
was  |>a^ed  by  the  Senate,  except  that  the  re- 
striction as  to  the  power  of  the  States  to  apply 
the  sum  to  be  distributed  among  the  several 
States,  after  deduction  of  the  twelve  and  a  half 
per  cent,  first  set  ^>art  for  the  new  States,  was 
stricken  onk 

In  thu  form  the  bill  waa  laid  befbre  the  Pres- 
ident on  the  Sd  day  of  March  last.  It  was  no 
stranger,  but  an  old  acquaintance.  He  had 
seen  it  repeatedly  before ;  and  he  must  have 
been  well  informed  as  to  its  progress  in  Con- 
gress. He  had  commented  on  the  very,  project 
contoined  in  the  bill,  when  be  bad  brought  for- 
ward bis  own,  in  bis  Message,  at  the  d^iening 
of  tiie  session.  Without  deigning  to  communi- 
cate to  Congress  what  disposition  he  had  made, 
or  meant  to  make  of  it,  he  permitted  the  body 
to  rise  in  utter  ignorance  of  his  intentions. 

It  may  be  true  that  there  was  a  great  press 
of  bnsiness  on  the  Preeident  on  the  2d  of 
March,  and  that  he  may  Have  acted  upon  some 
ninety  or  one  handred. bills.  But  thw  is  what 
occurs  with  every  Preudent  oa  the  day  befbre 
the  termination  of  the  short  session  of  Congress. 
With  most  of  those  bills  the  President  must 
have  been  less  acquainted  than  he  was  with 
the  land  bill.  Of  some'  of  them  he  probably 
bad  never  beard  at  all.  Not  one  of  them  pos- 
sessed the  importance  of  the  laud  bill.  How 
did  it  hapiien  that  the  President  coultl  find 
time  to  decide  on  so  many  new  bills,  and  yet 
had  not  time  to  examine  and  dispose  of  one 
which  had  long  been  before  him  and  the  public ; 
one  embracing  a  subject  which  he  thought  the 
union,  harmony,  and  interest  of  the  Stetes  ro- 
quired  shonld  be  speedily  adjusted ;  one  whidt 
he  himself  had  pronounced  his  Judgment  nptm 
at  the  commencement  ■  of  this  sesuon  f  By 
withholding  the  bill^  the  Preisident  took  upon 
himself  a  responsibility  beyond  the  exercise  of 
the  veto.  He  deprived  Congress  altogether 
its  constitutional  ri^ht  to  act  upon  the  bill,  and 
to  pass  it,  his  negative  notwithstanding. 

The  President  is,  by  the  constitution,  secured 
time  to  consider  bills  which  shall  have  ,  passed 
both  branches  of  Congress.  But  so  is  Congress 
equally  secured  the  right  to  act  upon  bills  which 
they  have  passed,  and  which  the  Preudent  may 
have  thonght  proper  to  reject  Ifheexeroiseshis 
veto,  and  returns  the  hiil,  two-thirds  may  pass  it. 
But  if  he  withholda  th«  bill,  it  cannot  b^onno 
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ft  law,  even  olthoogh  tiie  two  Honaes  aboiild  be 
nnanimoasly  ia  ita  favor. 

Mr.  O.  denied  tiiat  tlie  oonatitntion  gave  to 
the  Frerident  ten  da^  to  eonddo-  bills,  except 
at  the  long  session.  At  that  session,  the  period 
of  its  termination  is  nnoettlun,  and  dependent 
i^>on  the  will  of  Oongress.  To  gnard  against  a 
sndden  ad[}oiiniment,  bj  which  the  President 
might  be  deprived  of  due  time  to  deliberate 
on  an  important  bill,  the  constitntion  provides 
for  ten  days  at  Uiat  session.  But,  at  the  short 
session,  it  is  not  an  adJonrDment,  but  a  dlssolD- 
tioa  of  Congress,  on  the  8d  of  March ;  and  the 
da/  of  that  dissolation  is  fixed  in  die  coostata- 
tion  itself;  and  known  to  all. 

Mr.  0.  contended,  therefore,  that  the  act  of 
withholding  the  bill  was  arbitrarj  and  nncon- 
Btitational ;  hj  whic^  Oongress,  and  the  Senate 
espe^ly,  in  which  the  t»ll  originated,  were 
derived  of  their  oonstitnUonal  right  of  {»snng 
on  the  bill,  after  the  President  bad  exerdsea 
his  powers.  Bespect  to  OoDgress  required  of 
the  President,  if  he  reall;^  had  not  time  to  form 
a  jodgment  on  the  bill,  or,  having  formed  it, 
had  not  time  to  laj  bis  reasons  before  the  bodj, 
a  commnaieataon  to  that  effect.  But,  without 
oondesQending  to  transmit  one  word  upon  the 
sabject  to  Oongress,  he  suffered  the  sesuon  to 
termiitete,  and  the  members  to  go  home  desU- 
tcte  of  all  infonnation,  until  this  day,  of  his  in< 
tmtioDS. 

Mr,  BKHTovsddthatno  qnonun  sat,  in  either 
House,  on  the  ereniiig  after  tha  day  on  wUUdi 
the  bill  was  aent  to  the  President 

The  Message  was  then  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MooBK  moved  that  6,000  extra  copies  of 
the  Message  be  j»rinted  for  the  use  <rf  the  Sen- 
ate, which  motioa  was  adopted. 

Bhode  Idand  Senaton, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Waiaar,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  conatder  the  resolution  oflfored  by 
him  yesterday. 

The  Senate  tiien  proceeded  to  ballot  the 
select  oommlttee,  when  the  Ohair  announced 
that  the  followlDg  gentlemen  composed  tlie 
committee  : 

Messrs.  PoumxznEB,  Bitm,  FaiuiirannBN, 
VmasT,  and  SFsaom. 


MoiTD^T,  December  9. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  election  of  its 
officers,  and,  having  balloted  first  for  a  Secre- 
tary, 

Walter  Lovrie  received  S9  ballots,  being  all 
that  were  given,  and  was  accordingly  declared 
to  be  unanimously  re-elected  Secretary  of  the 
Senate. 

A  balloting  next  took  place  for  6ei:geant4tr 
anna,  whm  J.  Shaokfbrd  reo^ved  S5  votes  out 
(tf  40,  and  was  elected. 

The. Senate  proceeded  to.  the  election  of  an 
Assistant  Doorlce^r,  and,  after  nx  ballotings, 
Stqihea  HiUght  reedved  30  votes  out  of  89,  and 
was  aocMdingly  eleeted. 


[D  acioiBaa,  ISSflL 
TvinuT,  December  10. 

Tib.  Out  rose  and  aaid,  that  he  dedied  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  a  8at|}ee^ 
perhi^  exceeding  in  importance  any  other 
questien  likely  to  come  before  the  present  Con- 
gress. He  adverted  to  the  report  of  the  Secrer 
tary  of  the  Treasury,  (Mr.  Taubt,)  on  Uie  sub- 
ject of  the  removal  of  the  depositsu  He  then 
moved  to  take  up  this  report  for  consideration. 
The  motion  having  been  agreed  to, 
Mr.  C.  then  said  that  the  charter  granted  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  provided  for  the 
depout  of  the  money  of  the  United  States  in 
that  bank  and  ita  branches.  It  vested  in  liie 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  the  power  to  remove 
these  deposits,  whoever  anoh  removal  ahonld 
be  required  by  the  public  interests ;  but  it  ia 
further  required  that  whatever  he  does  remove 
the  deposits,  he  shall  sabmit  to  Congress  hie 
reasons  for  the  act  at  thw:  next  sesuon.  A 
removal  of  the  public  deposits  had  been  deter- 
mined on.  How  this  was  to  be  effected,  or  at 
whose  instance,  was  not  at  preawt  tbe  question 
to  be  considered.  But  a  removal  had  taken 
place ;  and  t^e  Secretary  had  stated  that  this 
was  done  by  his  order,  and  he  had  laid  before 
Congress  his  reasons.  When  Cod^^sb,  at  the 
time  of  the  passage  of  the  charter  of  the  bank, 
made  it  neoessaiy  that  these  reasons  should  be 
submitted,  they  must  have  had  some  pur- 
pose in  their  mind.  It  most  have  been  intended 
that  Congress  should  look  into  Uieae  reasons, 
determine  as  to  their  validity,  and  approve  or 
disapprove  them,  as  might  be  thought  proper. 
The  reasons  had  now  been  submitted,  and  it 
was  the  duty  of  Congress  to  decide  whether  or 
not  they  were  sufficient  to  justify  the  act.  If 
there  was  a  subject  which,  more  than  any 
.  other,  seemed  to  require  the  prompt  action  of 
Congress,  it  cert^nlj  was  that  which  had  ref- 
erence to  the  custody  and  care  of  the  public 
treasury.  The  Senate,  therefore,  could  not,  at 
too  early  a  period,  enter  on  the  question — what 
was  the  aotaal  condition  of  the  treasury  I  A 
hi^  officer  of  the  GovemmeatL  who  ought  to  ba 
in  the  chair,  now  so  honorably  filled  by  the 
President  j>r0.  tem^  and  whose  abeenoe  he  (Mr. 
O.)  sincerely  regretted,  had  once  told  the  Sen- 
ate to  see  where  the  lost  rights  of  the  Statea 
were.  Now  be  (Mr.  G.)  wished  to  Recover 
where  was  the  public  treasury,  and  whethw  the 
public  money  was  in  safe  custody. 

It  was  not  his  purpose  to  go  into  a  discus- 
sion, but  he  had  risen  to  state  that  it  iqipeared 
to  him  to  be  his  duty  as  a  Senator,  and  he 
hoped  that  other  Senators  took  similar  views 
of  their  dnty,  to  look  into  this  subject,  and  to 
see  what  was  to  be  done.  As  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  declared  the 
reasons  which  had  led  to  the  removal  of  the 
public  deports,  and  as  the  Senate  had  to  judge 
whether,  on  investigation  of  these  reasons,  the 
act  was  a  wise  one  or  not  he  ctm^dered  ttiat 
it  would  not  be  ri^t  to  refer  the  sul^eot  to  snj 
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committee,  but  that  the  Senate  shoold  at  once 
act  on  it,  Dot  taking  it  up  in  the  form  of  a  re- 
port of  a  committee,  bnt  goiDS  into  an  examina- 
tiOQ  of  the  reasons  as  thej  had  been  submitted. 

He  wished  to  make  the  re^rt  of  the  Secre- 
tarr  the  wder  for  some  partionlar  di^,  ia  the 
bdief  that  the  reqalrittmi  made  hj  the  aet  of 
Oongreas  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Tnamry  for 
bfa  reasms  on  the  removal  of  the  deposits, 
was  donbtleea  intended  to  place  the  whole  mat- 
ter before  Congress  far  eo^deration. 

Kr.  C.  then  moved  to  pos^rane  the  eonsider- 
atioD  of  the  report  nntU  Monday  next,  and  to 
make  it  the  special  order  for  that  day. 

Mr.  Bektoh  admitted  that  Congress  had  foH 

B>wer  to  go  into  the  examination  of  the  report. 
Dt  he  requested  the  Senate  to  bear  in  mind 
that  the  Secretary  had  announced,  among 
other  reasons  which  he  had  assigned  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposits,  that  it  had  been  caused 
by  the  misoondnot  <»  the  bank,  and  he  had 
gone  into  a  variety  of  apeoiflcationi^  ofaai:ging 
the  bank  with  intuftring  with  the  Ubertiee  of 
the  people  in  their  most  vital  elements — ^the 
liberty  of  the  press,  and  the  purity  of  elections. 
The  Secretary  had  also  oha^ed  uie  bank  with 
dishonoring  its  own  paper  on  several  occasions, 
and  that  it  became  necessary  to  compel  it  to  re-  . 
ceive  paper  of  its  own  branehes.  Here,  then, 
were  srave  charges  of  miscondnct,  and  he 
wiafaea  to  know  whether,  in  the  face  of  such 
charges,  this  Congress  was  to  go  at  once,  with- 
ont  the  previous  examination  of  a  committee, 
faito  action  upon  the  subject? 

The  moUon  was  then  agreed  to,  and  the  re- 
port was  made  the  qweial  order  for  Monday 
next 

Vr.  CiAT  then  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion. He  Mieved  that,  by  the  rale  of  the  Sen- 
ate, it  would  have  to  lie  one  day.  His  o\ijviA 
was  to  discover  who  it  was  that  had  made  the 
removal  of  the  deposits : 

Baolvtd,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  inform  the  Senate  whether  a  paper, 
under  date  of  the  18th  day  of  September,  1SS8, 
porporting  to  have  been  read  b;  him  to  the  beads 
of  the  several  departments,  relating  to  the  deposits 
^  (be  pabUc  money  in  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States,  and  idleged  to  have  been  publidiad  by  his 
authority,  be  genuine  or  not ;  and,  if  it  be  genuine, 
tfaat  be  be  alM  requested  to  cause  a  copy  of  the 
said  paper  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate. 

The  rescdotion  lies  on  the  table. 

JEUetion  Chaplain. 

The  Senate  jffooeeded  to  the  election  of  a 
chu>lain. 

On  the  rixth  ballot,  Kr.  Hatdi  received  28 
votes  out  *A  41,  and  was  declared  elected. 


Wbdsbbdat,  December  11. 
PnttdBntUU  Ihevtment, 

The  ffnllowiiig  leaolntion,  offered  yesterday 
1^  Ur.  Out,  was  then  takn  ap  for  otmnderar 
tioB: 


''Rttolwd,  That  the  Fresideot  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  inform  the  Senate  whether  a 
paper,  under  date  of  the  18th  day  of  September, 
18S8,  purporting  to  have  been  read  by  him  to  the 
beads  of  the  several  departments,  relating  to  the 
deponts  of  the  public  money  lu  the  treasury  of 
the  United  States,  and  alleged  to  have  been  pub* 
liahed  by  his  authority,  be  genuine  or  not ;  and  if 
it  be  genuine,  that  he  be  also  requested  to  cause  a 
copy  of  the  si^d  paper  to  be  bud  before  the  Sen- 
ate.** 

Ur.  FossTTR  stud  that  this  was  an  unusual 
call,  and  he  was  desirous  to  know  for  what  pur- 
pose it  had  been  made,  and  for  what  uses  the 
paper  which  had  been  called  for  was  intended. 
He  presnmed  that  no  one  bad  any  doubt  as  to 
its  senninmesQ.  He  had  nime. 

MX.  Olit  replied,  thai  the  reasons  for  the 
call  mast  he  obvious,  and  would  readily  present 
themselves  to  every  Senator;  and,  believing 
dins,  he  had  not  thou^t  it  necessary  to  suggest 
them.  It  had  been  said  that  the  Presidentliad 
issued  a  particular  paper,  which  he  had  read  to 
the  meml>erB  of  hia  cabinet,  which  had  beea 
promulgated  to  the  public  as  his,  and  which 
was  in  the  possession  of  the  country  as  Iiis. 
Bnt  the  Senatp  had  no  official  declaration  of  the 
President,  nor  any  official  communication  to 
them  of  this  wier,  nor  any  thing  in  any  form, 
fnaa  him,  which  affirmed  that  this  paper  was 
his.  If  the  Freddent  had  merely  read  a  paper 
to  the  members  of  his  cabinet,  withont  promid- 
gating  that  paper  to  the  world.  It  woold  have 
presented  a  totally  different  question.  Gende- 
men  would  have  reasonably  doubted  if  they  poa- 
sessed  a  right  to  call  for  the  production  of  a 

Sapor  which  was  confidential  between  the  Presi- 
ent  and  the  members  of  his  cabinet.  ButUiis 
paper  had  been  promulgated  to  the  world ;  and 
therefore,  the  Senate,  if  it  was  the  producUon 
of  the  President,  had  a  right  to  call  for  an  offi- 
cial copy,  that  they  might  thus  t>e  assured,  from 
the  highest  source,  that  it  was  genuine.  He 
had  himself  no  doubt  tliat  the  paper  was  gen- 
uine, bat  the  fact  only  rested,  at  present,  on  the 
assertion  of  a  newspaper,  and  it  was  not  every 
assertion  of  every  newspaper  which  was  ftally 
entitled  to  credit.  The  only  testimony,  now, 
was  the  assertion  <^  tlie  editor  of  a^newnmper, 
and  it  was  only  respectful  to  the  President  to 
ask  him  for  a  copy :  and  if  a  copy  was  com- 
municated, there  could,  be  no  ti{^t  to  presume 
that  it  was  not  genoine. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  said,  if  he  understood  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Kentucky  correctly,  he 
admitted  that  with  the  iutercourse  between  the 
President  and  his  Secretaries,  whether  oral  or 
written,  the  Senate  bod  notmng  to  do.  Tliis 
view  of  the  sut^Jeot  Mr.  F.  did  not  conceive  to 
be  affected  by  the  pnblidty  which,  whetiier 
with  or  withont  the  consent  of  the  Prendent, 
had  been  given  to  the  paper  referred  to  in  the 
resolution.  This  paper  was  one  said  to  have 
been  addressed  by  the  President  of  the  Uuited 
States  to  his  contidential  advisers.  Mr.  F.*  said 
he  could  not  see  why  the  honorable  gentleman 
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from  Kentuckj  ehonld  entertain  axij  particnlar 
desire  to  get  at  this  paper.  What  official  nse 
eonld  he  make  of  iL  when  he  had  got  it  f  Why 
depart  from  naage  bj  callinK  for  Bach  a  paper 
an  this,  anless  it  was  intended  to  make  some 
ofliolal  nae  of  iti  Mr.  F.  he  ooold  imag- 
ine tliat  ime  branch  of  tlie  Lwislatore  might, 
noder  certain  cirenmstances,  have  a  right  to 
call  for  it,  and,  if  it  were  refnsed  when  called 
for,  to  obtain  it  hj  the  nse  of  means  within  its 
power.  Bnt  this  was  not  that  branch  of  the 
Legislature.  If  the  paper  in  qaeation  was  to 
be  made  the  groand  of  a  criminal  charge  against 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  it  mast  come 
teom  another  bodj,  and  most  be  a  part  of  the 
evidence  on  which  the  President  of  the  United 
States  is  to  be  brought  to  the  bar  of  this  body, 
nnder  a  cliarge  of  high  crime  or  misdemeanor. 
The  haaoniiM  Senator  had  suggested  that  the 
paper  referred  to  might  be  of  vast  use  in  ascer- 
taining by  whom  the  deporits  had  been  re- 
moved. As  to  that,  Mr.  F.  said,  there  was  do 
qneation  that  the  deposits  have  been  removed ; 
whether  proper  or  not,  would,  he  presumed, 
become  a  subject  of  inqnitr.  He  presumed, 
also,  that,  as  to  that  act,  the  Senate  bad  already 
snfflcLHnt  ioformatiun  to  enable  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  to  form  his  Judgment  upon  it. 
Mr.  F.  concluded  by  saying  he  could  perceive 
no  nse  that  the  Senate  had  for  this  paper ;  the 
coll  for  it  was  of  a  nature  entirely  uuasual; 
and  he  should  therefore  resist  it,  and  require 
the  yeas  and  ni^s  upon  the  question  of  agreeing 
to  it. 

Mr.  Button  said  that  he  had  intended  to  ask 
for  the  yeas  and  nays,  if  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  had  not  done  so,  because  he  ooundered 
it  due  to  the  Senate  that  it  should  appear  on 
the  face  of  the  journal  wlio  voted  for,  and  who 
against  the  resolution.  As  to  the  information 
sought  for  from  the  President,  it  was  impossi- 
ble for  the  imagination  to  conceive  the  uses 
to  which  this  information  could  be  applied. 
The  President  hod  already  communicated  his 
reasons  to  all  America.  He  might  refuse  to 
send  a  copy  to  the  Senate,  in  answer  to  their 
ooll ;  and  such  a  reftisal  wonld,  in  his  ophiion, 
be  proper,  in  reference  to  the  effect  it  miglit 
have  in  coses  to  arise  hereafter.  He  asked  if  it 
was  proper  to  coll  on  the  Prendent  to  say  if  a 
document,  which  appeared  in  a  newspaper,  was 
his,  was  genuine  or  not  1  Was  it  proper  that 
the  Senate  should  call  on  the  President  to  com- 
municate to  them  a  paper  which  he  had  read  to 
tlie  members  of  liis  cabinet  ?  Supposing  that, 
instead  of  a  paper,  the  President  had  made  a 
speech  to  liis  cabinet.  What  difference  could 
be  made  between  a  written  paper  and  a  speech } 
Ho  wished  to  know''  whether  the  Senate  could 
have  called  on  him  to  communicate  a  copy  of 
his  speech  !  If  tlie  Senate  oould  do  this,  could 
they  not  go  still  farther  t  and  if  they  could  call 
for  this  speech  delivered  to  his  cabinet,  could 
tliey  not  alBO  call  for  any  thing  which  he  had  Btad 
to  his  cabinet,  while  utting  in  his  chair,  and 
talking  to  themf  And  if  uiey  eould  do  this, 


could  they  not  go  still  further,  and  call  upon 
him  for  any  thing  he  might  have  said  in  con- 
versation to  any  single  member,  and  which  bad 
by  s«se  meua,  got  into  aDewspm>er  f  Where, 
in  Uct,  ooold  a  line  be  drawn  ?  What  if  the 
members  were  lawyers  ^  and  he  would  ask  ct 
them  whi^  in  law,  was  the  difference  betweoi 
words  written  and  words  spoken  f  Was  not 
the  whole  of  it  parole !  and  the  Senate  might 
Just  as  well  call  for  what  was  spoken  as  for 
what  was  written.  He  had  no  doubt  that  a 
great  many  communications  were  mode  be- 
tween the  President  and  his  cabinet  on  that 
day.  The  President  might  object  to  send  a 
copy  to  the  Senate.  He  hod  already  given  it  to 
the  world.  Every  Senator  might  take  up  the 
Globe,  and  read  the  paper,  and  miglit  consider 
it  the  act  of  the  Prudent,  and  as  much  to  bo 
relied  on  as  suoh  as  if  he  had  before  him  the 
autograph  of  the  Preddent. 

In  asking  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  he  had  no 
desire  to  deter  any  member  of  the  Senate  from 
nmng  this  paper.  It  might  be  used  from  the 
Globe  in  which  it  was  printed,  as  well  as  if  a 
copy  were  oomulunicated  from  the  President 
But  his  object  was  to  prevent  the  Senate  fr«n 
putting  a  question  to  tlie  President  which  he 
might  not  consider  himself  bound  to  answer. 

Mr.  Wbbstxb  said,  that  perhaps,  after  the 
various  admissions  which  haiii  now  been  made 
of  the  genuineness  of  the  paper,  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  might  be  induced  to  consider 
his  par]KMe  as  well  answered  on  that  point,  as  if 
he  retained  tiie  original  phraseolf^  of  his 
resolntion.  And,  in  a  mo^fled  fbrm,  he  (Mr. 
W.)  did  not  feel  any  objection  to  its  adoption. 
He  looked  at  the  subject  in  a  light  somewhat 
different  from  that  in  which  it  was  viewed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia.  If  this  was  a 
letter  to  the  heads  of  departments,  it  could 
hardly  be  an  official  document,  and  Uie  Senate 
would  have  a  right  to  call  for  it.  His  doubt 
was.  whether  it  was  on  official  act,  which,  as  such, 
mignt  come  before  the  Senate  without  an  express 
call.  If  it  was  a  document  which  might  come 
before  the  Senate  in  an  official  form,  then  the 
present  motion  might  have  been  considered  pre- 
mature. Bnt  it  coiud  not  be  doubted  by  any  one, 
that,  before  the  dose  of  the  session,  and  it  was 
impossible  to  tell  how  soon,  there  wmild  be 
that  befbre  the  Senate  which  would  render  it 
necessary  to  show  how  the  removal  of  the 
deposits  had  been  effected.  That  time  would 
necessarily  arrive,  and  he  was  deuroos  that  all 
information  on  the  subject  should  be  commnni- 
cated  to  the  Senate.  Ho  was  therefore  infla- 
enced  by  a  twofold  motive.  In  the  first  place, 
he  was  satisfied  that  this  subject  must  become 
a  topic  of  discusion ;  and,  secondly,  lie  could 
not  view  this  document  as  strictly  an  official  act 
of  the  President  It  had  not  been  read  to  the 
^inet  only,  but  to  the  whole  people.  It 
appeared  to  embody  instructions.  It  was  a 
paper  which  did  nut  essentially  differ  hi  its 
cbaraoter  from  a  proelamatiOD,  There  was  no 
existlDg  statute  which  required  of  the  Prevdent 
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to  Mod  to  the  Seoato  a  copy  of  a  proclamatioD. 
Bat,  dnring  the  last  session,  s  certified  copj  of 
a  prodamation  bad  been  sent  to  the  Senate. 
And  althoacb  thia  was  not,  in  the  strictest 
toise^  an  offidal  prooee^g,  it  was  intend 
to  be  a  pnblio  defence  irf'an  cmkAal  act  If  the 
resolntion  had  been  simplj  a  call  for  that  paper, 
be  sbonld  feel  himself  bound  to  sostain  it,  as  he 
last  year  supported  a  call  for  the  proclamation  to 
irbich  he  had  alluded.  He  vould  therefore 
suggest,  that  the  part  of  the  resolution  which 
inqaired  as  to  the  gennineDess  of  the  p^r, 
and  which  carried  on  its  face  an  implication, 
sbonld  be  stricken  ont,  and  that  the  MDaine- 
ness  of  the  paper  should  be  taken  as  admitted, 
and  that  the  propontion  sbonld  be  mereiy  a  call 
for  the  paper,  .With  the  consent,  therefore,  of 
the  Senatix-  from  Eentnok7,*(and  certainly  not 
withont  it,)  he  wonld  more  to  amend  the  reso- 
Intioo.  by  atriking  ont  all  i^ter  the  wcffd  Be- 
eolTe^**  and  bunting  as  fc^owa : 

"  That  the  Fre^dent  be  requested  to  send  to  the 
Senate  a  copy  of  the  paper  which  bu  been  pnb- 
lisbed,  and  which  pnqwrts  to  have  been  resd  bj 
bim  to  the  heads  of  the  ezecuUve  deportments, 
dated  the  18th  day  of  September  lut,  relating  to 
the  remonl  of  the  depositB  of  the  public  money 
from  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes  and  its  offices." 

The  amendment  was  then  modified  aooording 
to  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Webstkb. 

Ur.  Calhouh  sbonld  vote  for  the  resolntion, 
aithongh  he  waa  far  from  feeling  any  dinrespect 
fivtba  Freddent.  He  eonndered  the  official 
oommonioation  of  this  paper  as  dne  to  the  dignity 
of  tiie  Senate,  and  to  tbe  Chief  Magistrate  him- 
aelf.  And  he  submitted  it  to  the  good  sense  of 
gentlemen,  if  it  wonld  be  treaUng  the  President 
with  proper  respect  to  predica^  any  action  of 
the  Senate,  in  reference  to  so  important  a  snb- 
Jeot,  on  newspaper  authority. 

Mr.  Kma  made  a  few  remarks  In  opposition 
to  the  resolnttcm.  He  did  not  see  now  the 
Senate  were  to  aet  on  this  docnment ;  thonght 
that  they  had  no  right  to  c^l  for  it ;  and  ex- 
pressed a  l>elief  that  the  President  might,  under 
the  same  impression,  refuse  to  oommnnicate  it. 

Hr.  Kakb  gave  briefly  the  reasons  whidi 
would  inflnenoe  bim  to  oppose  the  resdntion. 
It  was  stated  as  one  of  the  ol{]eets  that  it  was 
to  diaoorcr  who  had  removed  the  d«>o^. 
If  that  was  the  object,  the  question  had  been 
already  answered  by  the  Preddent  and  Secre- 
tary of  tiie  l^easnry.  But  if  the  object  was 
to  show  that  the  President  had  mode  a  full 
statement,  then  the  subject  ought  to  be  agi- 
tated in  the  other  House,  and  not  here,  in  the 
abape  of  a  criminal  charge. 

The  question  was  taken  on  agreeing  to  the 
reaolution,  and  decided  as  follows : 

Txis.— Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Calhoun,  Giambers, 
<%y,  Ewing,  FrelinghDyseo,  Hendricks,  Kent, 
Knight,  Vangnm,  Naudain,  Foindexter,  Prentiss, 
Preston,  Robbins,  SUsbee,  Smiib,  Southard, 
Spragoe,  Swifk,  Tomlbtson,  Webster— 28. 

KATa— 'Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Fotsytb,  Gmndy, 
Hin,  Ksae,  Kbg,  Moore,  Monris,  BItcs,  JSobinson, 


Shepley,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Tyler,  WUte,  Wilklnsi 
Wright— 18. 
So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 


Thuudit,  Beoember  IS. 
The  following  Message  waa  reoeived  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States : 


Washinotom,  I>ecem6«r  IS,  1888. 
To  the  SetuUe  of  iht  Unittd  Statti : 

I  have  attentirety  eonndered  the  resolntion  of 
the  Senate,  of  the  1 1th  instant,  reqoesting  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  communicate  to 
the  Senate  "a  copy  of  the  paper  which  baa  been 
publiAed,  and  which  purports  to  have  been  read 
by  liim  to  the  beads  qf  the  executive  departments, 
dktei  the  18th  day  of  September  last,  retatbg  to. 
the  removal  of  the  deposits  of  the  public  mo&ev 
from  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes  and  its  ofBcea" 
The  Executive  is  a  co-ordinate  and  independent 
branch  of  the  Government  eqaally  with  the  Senate ; 
and  I  have  yet  to  learn  naoer  what  constitutional 
authority  that  branch  of  the  LegieUture  lus  a 
right  to  require  of  me  an  account  of  any  commu- 
nication, either  verbally  or  in  writing,  made  to  tbe 
heads  of  departments  acting  as  a  cabinet  coundl. 
As  well  might  I  be  required  to  detail  to  the  Senate 
the  free  and  private  conTersatlop  I  have  held  with 
those  officers  on  any  subjects  relating  to  their  duties 
and  my  own. 

Feeling  my  reqwn^UIty  to  the  American  pet^ile, 
I  am  willmg,  upon  all  occasions,  to  explain  to  them 
tbe  grounds  of  my  conduct ;  and  I  am  willing,  upon 
all  proper  occasions,'  to  pve  to  either  branch  of  the 
Legislature  any  information  in  my  possesnon  that 
can  be  useful  in  the  execudon  in  the  appraprlato 
duties  confided  to  them. 

Knowing  the  constitutional  rights  of  the  Senate, 
I  shall  be  the  last  man,  tmder  any  circumstances,  to 
interfere  with  them.  Knowing  those  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive, I  shall,  at  all  times,  endeavor  to  maintain 
them,  agreeably  to  tbe  provisions  of  the  consti- 
tution, and  the  solemn  oath  -I  have  taken  to  sap* 
port  and  defend  it. 

I  am  constrained,  thereflm,  by  a  neper  sense  Of 
my  own  self-respect,  and  of  the  rights  secured  by 
the  constitution  to  Uie  executive  branch  of  the 
Government,  to  decUne  a  compliance  with  your 
request.  ANDREW  JACKSON. 

The  Message  baring  been  read, 
Mr.  Clat  rose  and  said,  that  the  call,  to 
which  this  Message  was  a  response,  had  been 
made  upon  the  President  after  full  deliberation. 
Tbe  right  to  make  it  was  founded  upon  the 
presumed  act  of  the  President.  It  was  fonnded 
upon  the  fact  of  the  promulgation  of  the  Stato 
paper  emanating  from  the  Frendent  relating 
to  the  deposits  of  the  public  money  of  the 
people  (tf  tne  United  StntM,  with  the  President's 
ass^t  and  direction.  That  paper  had  been 
pabiished  to  the  world,  with  the  sanction  of 
the  President.  It  was  now  in  the  flill  poflsea- 
.  juon  of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  It  bad 
Veen  published  to  make  an  impression,  and  it 
had  made  a  deep  impression  un  tlieir  minds. 
But  still  it  had  been  published  on  authority  al- 
leged by  tlie  editor  of  a  newspaper  to  be  derived 
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from  tb«  Freddent  Whether  the  paper  was, 
in  &eL  gennine,  or,  if  genuine,  wheuier  it  was 
promnigated  with  uie  neaident^  sanotion.  were 

gaestions  req>eoting  which  we  had  do  eridence, 
at  that  which  the  aaaertion  of  t^e  editor  of  the 
mper  itself  and  conoarring  oircuni  stances, 
afiorded.  In  this  utoation  it  was,  by  (Mr,  0. 
himself,  and  he  supposed  bj  those  who  Tote( 
with  him  in  sapporting  the  call,  deemed  dne 
and  respectful  to  the  Frendent,  doe  to  the 
Senate,  and  dne  to  the  whole  conntrjr,  to  appeal 
to  the  highest  source  of  iufonnatioo  in  relation 
to  this  subject  and  to  re<^neBt  an  aathentio  and 
official  copy  of  the  paper  itself. 

This  call  was  in  conformity  with  established 
usage,  coeval,  he  (Mr.  0.)  believed,  with  the 
Qovemment.  Whenever  either  branch  of  Oon- 
gress  desires  a  public  paper  in  the  possesion  of, 
or  i}rooeediog  from,  the  Executive,  it  has  callM 
for  it.  Innumerable  instances  of  such  calls  are 
to  be  found  in  the  journals  of  the  two  Houses. 

ICr.  QBHRor  said  that  he  had  always  himself 
believed  the  motion  calling  fVir  this  paper  nn- 
neoessary,  and  that  no  benefit  could  result  from 
it.  It  was  unnecessary,  because  evidence  of  a 
fiict  was  only  required  when  the  fSoct  itself 
was  diluted.  Tbere  was  no  dispute  in  this 
case.  Friends  and  enemies  had  considered  this 
paper  as  an  auth«irtio  one.  Why,  then,  was  it 
neoesaary  to  call  on  tiie  Pre^dent  for  evidenee 
that  it  was  sot 

He  eoncladed  with  moving  to  iej  tbe  Measage 
<»i  the  table;  and  the  motion  was  a(preed  to. 


MoNDAT,  December  16. 

The  YtoK  FsKsiDBNT  of  the  United  Statu, 
If  ABTnr  Yav  BoBBir,  thia  day  took  hia  aeat  in 
the  chair  of  the  Senate,  and  delivered  the  fol- 
lowing address : 

E!8iu.T0BS :  On  eoteriog  on  the  duties  of  the  sta- 
tion to  which  I  have  beea  called  by  the  people,  def* 
erence  to  you,  andjuodce  to  myself,  require  that  I 
should  forestRll  expectaUona  which  might  otherwise 
be  disappCHoted.  Aithoagh  for  many  years  here- 
tofore a  member  of  the  Senate,  I  regret  that  I 
should  not  have  acquired  that  Icoowledge  of  the 
particular  order  of  its  proceedings  which  might 
natntsUy  be  expected.  Unfortunately  for  me,  in 
respect  to  my  present  ooodlUon,  I  ever  found  those 
at  hand  who  had  more  correctly  appredated  this 
important  branch  of  their  duties,  aud  on  whose 
opinions,  as  to  points  of  order,  I  could  at  all  times 
safely  rely.  This  remissnera  will,  doubtless,  for  a 
season,  cause  me  no  small  degree  of  embarrassment. 
So  far,  however,  as  unremitting  exertions  on  my 
part,  and  a  proper  respect  for  ue  advice  of  those 
who  are  better  informed  than  myself,  can  avail, 
this  deficiency  will  be  remedied  as  speedily  as  pos- 
sible; and  I  foel  persuaded  that  the  Senate,  in 
the  mean  ttow,  wlU  extend  to  me  a  eoodderate  in- 
dulgence. 


cherish  towards  the  members  of  the  body  orer 
which  be  preddes  no  other  feelbgs  than  those  of 
justice  and  oonrte^ ;  to  rcsard  tbem  all  as  stand- 
ing upon  an  honondile  equality ;  to  apply  the  roles 
established  by  themselves,  for  their  own  eovem- 
ment,  with  strict  impartiality ;  and  to  use  whatever 
authority  he  possesses  In  uie  manner  best  calcu- 
lated to  protect  the  rights,  to  respect  the  foeliogs, 
and  to  gnard  the  repntatioM  (tf  all  who  may  he 
affected  by  its  exerafse. 

It  is  no  disparagement  to  any  other  bvanch  of 
the  Oovemment  to  say,  that  there  Is  none  on  wUcth 
the  constitution  devolves  aneh  extendre  powers  as 
it  does  upon  the  Senate.  There  is  scarcely  an  ex* 
er^se  of  constitutional  authority  in  which  it  does 
not  mediately  or  imaie^ldy  ptttidpate ;  It  forma 
an  important,  and,  In  stme  reqMCta,  an  Indlspea- 
sable  part  of  each  of  the  three  ^reat  departments, 
executive,  legislative,  and  judicial;  and  Is,  more- 
over, the  body  in  which  is  made  effectual  that  share 
of  power  In  the  federal  organization  so  wisely  al- 
lowed to  the  respective  State  sovereignties. 

Invested  with  sodi  aognst  poweA,"^  jndidondy 
restricted,  and  so  laigriy  ad^>ted  to  the  porposes 
of  good  government,  it  is  do  wonder  that  the  Sek* 
ate  Is  regarded  by  tl»  people  o(  the  United  States 
as  one  of  the  best  features  In  what  they  at  Inst 
consider  to  be  the  wisest,  the  freest,  and  happiest 
political  system  io  the  worid.  In  fervent  wishes 
that  it  may  long  continue  to  be  so  regarded,  and  in 
a  conviction  of  the  importance  of  order,  propriety, 
and  rKolaritj  in  Its  prooee^Ungs,  we  must  aU  ocm- 
eor.  n  shall  be  an  wjec*  of  my  hlf^Mst  ambition. 
Senators,  to  join  with  yon,  as  nr  as  in  me  lies,  in 
effecting  those  desirable  objects,  and  in  endeavoring 
to  realize  the  expectation  formed  of  this  body  at 
the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  and  ever  si  nee 
confldentiy  cherished,  that  it  would  exerdso  tba 
most  elBcient  influence  in  aphol<Ung  the  federal 
system,  and  in  perpetuating  what  is  at  once  tbs 
fonndatiiKi  and  the  safeguan  of  oar  comtiy^s  wet- 
&rfr— the  Union  of  the  States. 


TauasoAYj  Deoember  SO. 

Th»  Chair  having  aanounoed  the  special 
order  of  the  day,  being  the  report  of  the  Sean- 
tary  of  the  Treasury  tm  the  sntjeet  of  tiie  re- 
moval of  the  public  d^)o^ts  from  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States, 
Mr.  CL1.T  offered  the  following  reaolotl^ma: 
1.  JSMo/Md,  That,  by  dismis^g  the  late  Soue- 
iary  of  tlie  Treasury,  because  be  would  not,  contrary 
to  his  sense  of  his  own  duty,  remore  the  money  of 
the  United  States  in  deposit  with  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  and  its  branches,  in  conformity  with 
the  Freddent^s  ojunlon  ;  and  by  appointing  his  suc- 
cessor to  effect  such  removal,  which  has  been  done, 
the  Freddenc  has  assumed  the  exercise  of  a  power 
over  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  not  granted 
to  him  by  the  constitution  and  lava,  and  dangeroos 
to  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

i.  Reaolmd,  That  the  reasons  assigned  by  the 
Secretary  of  (be  Treasury  for  the  removal  of  the 


But,  however  wanting  I  may  be,  for  the  time,  [•«>"»y  of  the  United  States,  depoalted  in  the  Bank 
owledee  of  the  technical  duties  oT      ^*  Uidted  StatM  and  its  branches,  commani- 


the  thorough  knowledge    

the  Chair,  I  entertain,  I  humbly  hope,  a  deep  and 
solemn  conviction  of  Its  high  moral  obligations.  I 
am  wdl  aware  that  he  who  occupies  it  la  bound  to 


cated  to  Coogress  M  the  8d  day  of  December,  188S, 
are  ansatisiactory  and  insnffloient. 

Hr.  Out  addreaaed  the  Senate  aa  Mlows : 


\ 
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We  are,  said  lie,  in  the  midst  al  a  reTolution, 
hitherto  bloodless,  but  rapidly  teoding  towards 
a  total  change  of  the  pare  repnbHoan  oharaoter 
of  the  QoTernmenl^  and  to  the  oonoentnitioo  of 
all  power  in  the  hands  of  one  man.  The  powers 
of  Oongress  are  paralyzed,  except  when  exerted 
in  eonformitj  with  his  will,  by  freqnent  and 
extraordinary  exercise  of  the  execQtire  veto, 
not  anticipated  by  the  fonndera  of  the  oonstitD- 
tioD,  and  not  practised  by  aoy  of  the  predeces- 
sors of  the  present  Chief  Jla^strate.  And,  to 
cramp  them  still  more,  a  new  expedient  is 
springioK  into  use,  of  withholding  altogether 
bills  which  have  received  the  sanction  of  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  thereby  cntting  off  all 
opportunity  of  pas^g  them,  even  if^  after  tb^ 
retom^  the  members  ahoold  be  UDanimona  in 
thdr  &vor.  The  ocmstitntional  participation  of 
the  Senate  in  the  q>pdntlDg  power  is  virtually 
abolished,  hj  the  oonstant  nse  of  the  power  of 
removal  from  office  withoat  any  known  caase, 
and  by  the  ^pointment  of  the  same  individual 
to  the  same  oflSce,  after  bis  rejection  by  the 
fienste.  How  often  have  we,  Senators,  felt  that 
the  check  of  the  Senate,  instead  of  being,  as  the 
eoDstitntion  intended,  a  salatary  conbol,  was 
an  idle  ceremony?  How  often,  when  ac^g 
on  the  case  of  the  nominated  snocessor,  have  we 
UHt  the  iojastice  of  the  removal  t  How  often 
have  we  said  to  each  other,  well,  what  can  we 
do  f  The  office  cannot  rem^  vacant  withont 
prejodiee  to  the  pnblic  interests;  and,  if  we 
r^ect  the  proposed  substitate,  we  oannot  restore 
the  displaced,  and  perhaps  some  more  nnworthy 
man  may  tte  nominated  ? 

The  Jndit^ary  has  not  been  exempted  from 
the  prevuling  rage  for  ioBovatioQ.  Decisions 
ci  the  tribunals,  deliberately  prononnced,  have 
heen  oontemptooosly  disregarded,  and  the  sanc- 
tity of  nnmerous  treaties  openly  violated.  Oar 
Indian  relations,  coeval  with  the  existence  of 
the  Government,  and  recognized  and  established 
by  numerooB  laws  and  treaties,  have  been  sub- 
verted; the  rights  of  the  helpless  and  nnfor- 
tonate aborigines  trampled  in  the  dust,  and 
th^  brought  under  sal|jection  to  uoknown 
laws,  in  which  they  have  no  voice,  promul- 
gated in  an  unknown  language.  The  moat  ez- 
tmrive  and  most  valuable  public  donudn  that 
ever  fell  to  the  lot  of  one  nation  is  threatened 
with  a  total  sacrifice.  The  general  currency 
of  the  eouatry,  tiie  life-blood  of  all  its  business, 
is  in  the  most  imminent  danger  of  universal 
disorder  and  confusion.  The  power  of  internal 
improvement  lies  crushed  beneath  the  veto. 
The  ^stem  of  protection  of  American  industry 
was  snatched  ftom  impending  destruction  at  the 
last  sesuon ;  but  we  are  now  coolly  told  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  withoat  a  blush, 
"  tliat  it  is  understood  to  he  conceded  on  att 
hand*  that  a  tariff  for  protection  merely  ts  to  be 
finally  abandoned."  By  the  8d  of  March,  1887, 
if  the  progress  of  innovation  ooDtinue,  there 
wiU  be  Bcazvdy  a  vestige  remaining  the 
Government  and  its  polu^,  as  they  existe 
^ior  to  the  8d  of  ICarah,  1829.  In  a  term  of 
Tob  xn.-i4 
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years,  a  little  more  than  equal  to  that  which 
was  required  to  establish  our  liberties  the 
Government  will  have  been  transformed  into 
an  elective  monarohy — the  worst  of  all  fonna  of 
government. 

Such  is  a  melancholy  but  faithful  picture  of 
tlie  present  condition  of  our  public  affairs.  It 
is  not  8ketched  or  exhibited  to  excite,  here  or 
elsewhere,  irritated  feeling:  I  have  no  such 
purpose.  I  would,  on  the  contrary,  implore 
the  Senate  and  the  people  to  discard  ^1  pasnon 
and  prejudice,  and  to  look  calmly  but  resolutely 
upon  the  actual  state  of  the  constitution  and 
the  country.  Although  I  brine  into  the  Senate 
the  same  nuabated  spirit,  and  the  same  firm 
determination,  which  have  ever  guided  me  11 
the  support  of  dvU  liberty,  and  the  defence  of 
our  constitution,  I  oontemplate  the  proqieol 
befbre  us  with  fieelings  of  deep  humiliation  and 
profound  mortification. 

It  is  not  among  the  least  unfbrtunate  symp- 
toms  of  the  times,  that  a  large  proportion  of 
the  sood  and  ^lightened  men  of  the  Union, 
of  all  parties,  are  yielding  to  sentiments  of  de- 
roondency.  There  is,  unhappily,  a  feeling  of 
distrust  and  insecurity  pervading  the  commu- 
nity. Many  of  our  best  citizens  entertain 
serious  apprehensions  that  our  Union  and  our 
institutions  are  destined  to  a  speedy  over 
throw.  Sir,  I  trust  that  the  hopes  and  confi- 
deooe  of  the  country  will  revive.  There  is 
much  occasion  for  manly  independence  and  patri- 
otio  vigor,  but  none  for  desp^.  Thank  God, 
we  are  yet  free ;  and,  if  we  put  on  the  chidns 
which  are  forging  for  us,  it  will  he  because  we 
deserve  to  wear  them.  We  should  never  de> 
spair  of  the  republic.  If  our  ancestors  had  becu 
c^iable  of  surrendering  themselves  to  sooh 
ignoble  sentiments,  our  independence  and  our 
liberties  would  never  have  been  achieved.  The 
winter  of  1776-'7,  was  one  of  the  gloomiest 
periods  of  our  revolution ;  but  on  this  day,  fifty- 
seven  years  a^,  the  father  of  his  country 
achieved  a  glonous  victory,  which  diffused  joy, 
and  gladness,  and  animati(Ja  throughout  the 
States.  Let  us  cherish  t^e  hope  tiiat,  nnce  be 
has  gone  fh>m  among  us.  Providence,  in  the 
dispoisatiou  of  his  mercies,  hu  near  at  hand 
in  reserve  for  us,  though  yet  unseen  by  as,  some 
sure  and  happy  deliverance  fVom  all  impending 
dangers. 

When  we  assembled  here  last  year,  we  were 
foil  of  dreadful  forebodings.  On  the  one  hand, 
we  were  menaced  with  a  civil  war,  which, 
lighting  up  in  a  single  State,  might  spread  its 
fiames  throughout  one  of  the  largest  sections  of 
the  Union.  On  the  other,  a  cherished  system 
of  policy,  essential  to  the  successful  prosecution 
of  the  industry  of  our  countrymen,  was  exposed 
to  imminent  danger  of  destroction.  Means  were 
JfBk-  applied  by  Coi^reas  to  avert  both 
Wellies,  the  country  was  reoondled,  and  onr 
Umoa  once  more  became  a  band  of  fnenda  and 
brothers.  And  I  i^iall  be  greatly  disappointed, 
if  we  do  not  find  those  who  were  denounoed  as 
behig  unfriendly  to  the  oontiniumoe  of  our  con- 
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ftdeiai^,  among  the  foremost  to  fly  to  its  pm- 
emtiwi,  and  to  r«uit  all  executive  eneroaoh- 
mesti. 

Mr.  President,  when  OongresB  a^oomed  at 
the  tenninatioQ  of  the  last  sesaioD,  there  was 
one  remnant  of  its  powers — that  over  the  purse 
— ^left  untouched.  The  two  most  important 
powers  of  civil  government  are  those  of  the 
sword  and  purse ;  the  first,  with  some  restric- 
tions, is  conSded  the  constitution  to  the 
ezeoative,  and  the  last  to  the  legislative  depart- 
moit.  If  they  are  iwarate,  and  exercisea  hj 
Afferent  reepoiuible  departments,  civil  liberty 
is  iafe ;  bnt  if  they  are  united  in  the  hands  of 
the  same  individual^  it  is  gone.  That  dear- 
righted  and  reTolutiooary  orator  and  jiatriot, 
Atrick  Henry,  justly  said,  in  the  Virginia  con- 
Tmtion^  in  reply  to  one  of  his  opponents,  Let 
him  candidly  tell  me  wbere  and  when  did  free- 
dom exist,  when  tlie  sword  and  purse  were  ^vea 
up  from  the  people  1  Unless  a  miracle  in  human 
aSiidrs  interposed,  no  nation  ever  retained  its 
hberty  after  ^e  loea  of  the  sword  and  the  purse. 
Can  you  prove,  by  any  argumentative  deduction, 
^at  it  is  possible  to  be  safe  without  one  of 
them  t   If  you  give  them  up,  you  are  gone." 

Up  to  the  period  of  the  twmioatton  of  the 
last  seesioD  of  Oongress,  the  exclusive  constitn- 
tlonal  power  of  Congress  oTer  the  Treasury  of 
ttie  United  States  had  never  been  contested. 
Among  its  earliest  acts  was  one  to  estabUsh  the 
Treasury  Department,  which  provided  for  the 
appointment  of  a  Treasurer,  who  was  required 
to  ^ve  bond  and  security,  in  a  very  large 
amount,  "  to  receive  and  keep  the  moneys  of 
the  United  States,  and  disburse  the  same  npon 
warrants  drawn  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, couDtersigned  by  the  OomptroUer,  re- 
corded by  the  Register,  and  not  otherwise." 
Prior  to  the  establishment  of  the  present  Bank 
<rf  the  United  States,  no  treasury  or  place  bad 
been  provided  orderignated  bylaw  for  the  safe 
keeping  of  the  public  moneys,  but  the  Treasurer 
was  left  to  his  own  discretion  and  rmponsibility. 
yfhm  the  existing^ank  was  estaUished,  it  was 
provided  that  the  public  moneys  should  be 
deposited  with  it,  and  consequently  that  bank 
became  the  treasury  of  the  United  States ;  for, 
whatever  place  is  designated  by  Jaw  for  the  keep- 
ing of  the  public  money  of  the  United  Stetes, 
onder  the  care  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  is,  for  the  time  being,  the  treasury.  Its 
safety  was  drawn  in  question  by  the  Chief 
Magistrate,  and  an  agent  was  wpointed  a  little 
more  than  &  year  ago  to  inirestigato  Its  ability. 
He  reported  to  the  Executive  uiat  it  was  per- 
fectly safe.  His  uiprehen^ns  of  its  solidity 
were  communicated  by  the  Fre^dent  to  Con- 
gresB,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  exam- 
ine the  subject :  they,  also,  reported  in  favor  of 
its  security.  And,  finally,  among  the  ^^flj^ 
of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  prior  T^^B 
dose  of  the  last  session,  was  the  adoption  o^ 
resolution,  manifesting  its  entire  confidence  in 
tiie  ability  and  adidity  of  the  bank. 

After  all  these  testunoniea  to  the  perfect 
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safety  of  the  public  moneys  in  tiie  place  ap- 
pointed by  Congress,  who  could  have  snpposod 
that  the  place  would  have  been  changed  t  Who 
could  have  imagined  that,  within  sixty  days  of 
the  meeting  of  Oongress,  and^  as  it  were,  in 
utter  contempt  of  its  authority,  the  change 
should  have  been  ordered  f  Who  would  have 
dreamed  that  the  Treasurer  should  have  thrown 
away  th6  single  key  to  the  treasuir,  over  which 
Oongress  held  ample  control,  and  accepted,  in 
lieu  of  it,  some  dozens  of  keys,  over  which  nu- 
ther  Oongress  nor  he  has  any  adequate  control  f 
Yet,  sir,  all  this  has  been  done ;  and  it  is  our 
solemn  duty  to  Inquire^  Ist,  by  whose  authority 
it  has  been  orderea ;  and  Std,  whetiier  the  order 
has  been  given  in  conformity  with  the  Constitu- 
tion and  laws  of  the  United  States. 

The  first  question  which  I  have  intimated  it 
to  be  my  purpose  to  consider  is,  by  whose 
authority,  power,  or  direction,  was  the  change 
of  the  deposits  madet  Now,  is  there  any 
Senator  who  hears  me  that  requires  proof  on 
this  point  I  Is  there  an  intelligent  man  in  the 
Union  who  does  not  know  who  it  was  that 
decided  the  removal  of  the  deposits  V  Is  it 
not  a  matter  of  universal  notoriety  f  Does  any 
one,  and  who,  doubt  Ibat  it  wa^  the  act  of  tha 
President  t — tiwt  it  was  dons  by  his  express 
command?  The  President,  on  this  sul^ec^  has 
himself  furnished  perfectiy  conclusive  evidence, 
in  the  paper  read  by  him  to  his  cabinet.  It 
is,  indeed,  a  most  extraordinary  document, 
without  precedent  in  the  executive  annals  of 
this  or  any  other  civilized  country.  If  the  pro- 
ceeding were  not  unconstitotioniBl.  it  was  cer- 
tainly such  as  was  not  contemplated  by  the  con- 
stitution. That  instrument  confers  on  the 
Pre^dent  the  ri^ht  to  require  the  opinion,  in 
writing,  of  the  principal  omoera  of  the  executive 
departinents,  separately,  on  sutjects  appertain- 
ing to  their  respeotive  offices.  Instead  of  con- 
firming to  this  provi^on,  the  Preridfflit  reads 
to  those  officers,  collectively,  his  opinion  and 
decision,  in  writing,  upon  an  imporlimt  matter 
which  related  omy  to  one  of  them,  and  to 
him  ezdnnvely.  This  paper  is  afterwards 
formally  promulgated  to  the  world,  with  the 
President's  authority.  And  why  f  Can  it  be 
doubted  that  it  was  done  under  the  vun  expec- 
tation that  a  name  would  quash  all  inquiry, 
and  secure  the  general  approbation  of  the 
people  t  Those  who  now  exercise  power  in  this 
country  appear  to  regard  all  the  practices  and 
usages  of  their  predecessors  as  wrong.  ThOT 
look  upon  all  precedents  with  contempt,  and, 
casting  them  aeornfully  aside,  appeu  to  _  be 
resolved  upon  a  new  era  in  aunlnistration. 
Tet,  when  hard  pressed,  tiiey  display  a  readiness 
to  take  shelter  under  any  precedent,  however 
ill  adapted  it  may  be  to  their  condition.  Al- 
though the  President  has  denied  to  the  Senate 
an  omcial  copy  of  that  singular  paper,  as  a  part 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  for  whose 
special  benefit  it  was  published,  we  have  a  right 
to  use  it. 

The  question  1^  by  virtne  of  whose  will,  ' 
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power,  dictation,  was  the  removal  of  the  depo&< 
Its  effected  t  B7  whose  authority  and  determi- 
nation  were  they  transferred  frota  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  where  they  were  required  by 
tiie  law  to  be  pUoed,  and  put  in  banks  which  the 
law  had  never  designated  ?  And  I  telt  gentle- 
men oppoaed  to  me^  that  I  am  not  to  be  answered 
Ivy  the  exhibition  of  a  formal  order  bearing  the 
i^atore  of  B.  B.  Taney,  or  any  one  else.  I 
want  to  know,  not  the  amanuensis  or  clerk 
who  prepared  or  signed  the  official  form,  bat 
the  anthority  or  the  individual  who  dictated  or 
commanded  it ;  not  the  hangman  who  ezecntes 
the  culprit,  bnt  the  tribanal  which  pronounced 
the  sentence.  I  want  to  know  that  power  in  the 
Government,  that  original  and  controlling  au- 
thority, which  required  and  commanded  the 
removflJ  of  the  deposits.  And,  I  repeat  the 
qnesdon,  is  there  a  Senator,  or  intelligent 
man  in  the  wfatrfe  ootmtry,'  who  entertains  a 
■cditarydonbtl 

Hear  what  the  Praddent  hhnself  says  in  his 
manifesto  read  to  his  cabinet :  "  The  President 
deema  it  Ai$  dnty  to  commnnicate  in  this  man- 
ner to  his  cabinet  the  final  condndons  of  Am 
0tm  mind,  and  the  reasons  on  which  they  are 
fonnded.^'  And,  at  the  conclasion  of  t^ts 
paper,  what  does  be  say?  "The  President 
B^n  repeats  that  he  begs  his  cabinet  to  con- 
sider the  proposed  measnre  as  hit  own,  in  the 
bnpport  of  which  be  shall  require  no  one  of 
them  to  make  a  sacrifice  of  opinion  or  principle, 
It$  re^oMihiU^  hat  hem  <mumed,  after  the 
most  mature  deliberation  and  reflection,  as 
neceswr  to  preserve  the  morals  of  the  people, 
the  fireedom  of  the  press,  and  the  pnrity  of  the 
elective  franchise,  without  which  all  will  nnite 
in  saying  that  the  blood  and  treasure  expended 
hj  oar  forefathers,  in  the  establishment  of  oar 
h^)py  system  of  government,  will  have  been 
Tain  and  frnitlesa.  Under  these  convictions,  be 
feels  that  a  measnre  so  important  to  the  Ameri- 
can people  cannot  be  commenced  too  soon ;  and 
A«  therefore  names  the  1st  day  of  October  next 
as  a  period  proper  for  the  change  of  the  de- 
posits, or  sooner,  provided  the  necessary  ar- 
rangements with  the  State  banks  can  be  made." 
^r,  is  there  a  Senator  here  who  will  now  teD 
me  that  tlie  removal  was  not  the  measare  and 
ihe  act  of  the  President  t  I  know,  indeed,  that 
there  are  in  tills  docnment  many  ckT  those  most 
mild,  most  gracious,  most  condescending  ezpres* 
sions,  in  which  power  so  well  knows  how  to 
4^othe  its  mandates.  The  President  flatters,  and 
coaxes,  and  soothes '  Secretary  Duane,  in  the 
most  gentle,  bland,  and  conciliating  language. 

In  the  remarks.''  says  the  President,  "  he  has 
made  on  this  all-important  question,  he  trusts 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will  see  only  the 
frank  and  respectful  declaration  of  the  opinions 
which  the  President  has  formed  on  a  measure 
of  great  national  interest,  deeply  affecting  the 
character  and  nsefnlnesa  ta  hia  adminisbration ; 
and  not  a  spirit  of  dictation,  which  the  Pren- 
dent  would  be  as  cnrefhl  to  avoid  as  ready  to 
rauBt  Hai^y  will  he  be  if  the  fiiets  now  dls- 
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closed  prodace  uniformity  of  opinion  and  mity 
of  action  amon^  the  members  of  the  administra- 
tion." How  kind  I  how  gentie  I  and  how  very 
gracious  all  these  dvil  and  loving  expressions 
must  have  sonnded  in  the  graluBed  ear  of 
Mr.  Doane  1  Tfa^  remind  me  of  an  hlsttnical 
anecdote  related  <n  one  of  the  most  remarkaUe 
diaracten  which  onr  species  has  prodaeed. 
When  Oliver  Cromwell  was  contending  for  the 
mastery  in  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  (I  do  not 
remember  which,)  he  besieged  a  certain  Catiio- 
lio-  town.  The  place  made  a  brave  and  stout 
resistance ;  but,  at  length,  being  likely  to  be 
token,  the  poor  Cathollos  proposed  terms  of 
capitulation,  among  which  was  one  stipulating 
for  the  toleration  of  their  reli^on.  The  paper 
centring  the  conditions  being  presented  to 
Oliver,  he  put  on  his  spectades,  and,  after 
deliberately  examining  them,  cried  out,  '^Oh, 
yea,  granted,  granted,  certainly ; "  bntheadded. 
witii  stem  determination,  "if  one  of  than  tbm 
dare  to  be  foand  attending  mass,  he  shall  be 
instantly  hanged,"  (under  what  seotitm  — 
whether  the  ueond  or  some  other,  I  beUeve 
the  historian  does  not  relate.) 

Thus  the  Secretary  was  told  by  tiie  President 
that  be  had  not  the  slightest  wish  to  dictate — 
Oh  I  no ;  notiiing  was  farther  from  his  inten- 
tion; tAot  he  would  carefolly  avoid;  the  Pren- 
dent  desired  only  to  convince  hie  judgment,  bnt 
not  at  all  to  interfere  with  his  free  exercise  wf 
an  authority  exclusively  confided  to  him.  Bnt 
what  was  tite  refractory  Doane  t<dd  in  tbs 
sequel  t  If  yon  do  not  oonfnm  to  my  wishes; 
if  you  do  not  snrrwder  yonr  own  Jndnnenti 
and  act  upon  mine ;  if  yon  do  not  eroet  Um 
removal  of  these  depowts  within  the  E^ort 
period  prescribed  by  me,  yon  shall  quit  yonr 
office.  And  what  was  the  fact  ?  This  cabinet 
paper  bears  date  the  18th  September  last.  la 
the  officii  paper,  published  at  the  seat  of  Oov- 
emment,  through  which  the  Executive  promul- 
gates its  acts,  intentions,  and  wishes  to  tJie 
people  of  the  United  States,  on  the  20th  <^  the 
same  month,  two  days  only  after  the  cabinet 
had  been  indoctrinated,  it  was  stated,  *'  We  are 
authorwd  to  state  " — *'  anthorized  I  " — ^this  is 
the  term  which  gave  credit  to  the  amrandatitm 
— "  We  are  anthorised  to  state,  that  the  depoBlts 
of  tfae  pnUic  moiuT  wiU  be  changed  fhni  the 
Bank  <^  the  United  States  to  the  State  banki^ 
as  so<m  ss  the  necessary  arrangements  can  be 
made  for  that  parpoee,  and  it  is  believed  th^ 
can  be  completed  in  Baltimore,  Philadelphia, 
New  York,  and  Boston,  in  time  to  make  the 
change  by  the  Ist  of  October,  and  perhaps 
sooner,  if  circumstances  should  render  an  earlier 
action  necessary  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment." We  see,  l>etween  the  cabinet  paper 
and  this  offidal  article,  not  merely  a  ooinddenoe 
of  time,  but  of  hmgaage,  as  if  the  same  bead 
had  dictated,  and  uw  same  pen  had  written 
both.  The  Frerident  names  tiie  1st  day  of 
October,  or  socmer,  if  the  neosssary  arrange- 
ments can  be  made :  and  the  gtutte  annonnoes 
tiie  same  Ist  di^  of  October,  sod  peAoDS  sooner, 

Digitized  by  Google  • 


Bmovat  ^  tie  I>tpmt$. 


212 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THB 


Sbutb.} 

if  circnnutancea  shoald  render  it  necessary. 
Mr.-  Dnane  remtuDed  in  office  until  the  2Sd  of 
September,  on  which  day  he  was  dinniissed.  Is 
this  not  GoncIoNTe  testimony  that  the  measore 
was  tiie  Fre^oit'B ;  that  he,  not  the  Secretaiy 
of  the  Tteasunr^  decided  npon  it ;  tiiat  it  was 
resolved  on  whilst  Kr.  Doane  was  yet  in  office ; 
and  that  it  was  formally  announced  to  the 
world  before  his  dismission  f  As  to  the  day  of 
his  dismission,  we  have  incontestable  eridenoe 
in  the  letter  addressed  to  him  on  the  38d  of 
September  by  the  President,  in  which,  notwith- 
Btandinff  all  the  amicable,  gracions,  and  afTec- 
tionate  laD^age  of  the  cabinet  paper,  the  Pres- 
ident says,  *'  I  feel  constrained  to  notify  yon 
that  yoor  farther  services  as  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  are  no  longer  rcqnlred."  On  that 
same  day,  (the  28d,)  Hr.  Taney  was  appointed ; 
and  on  the  26th,  in  conformi^  with  the  will 
of  tiie  I^ident,  he  porfivmed  the  clerical  act 
oi  affixing  his  signature  to  the  order  for  the 
nanoralof  the  depodta,  and  thns  made  himself 
a  willing  inatniment  to  consummate  what  the 
sterner  utegrity  his  predecessor  disduned 
to  ezecnte.  Such  is  the  testimony,  on  one  side, 
to  sustain  the  proposition  that  the  removal  of 
the  deports  was  the  President's  own  measure, 
determined  on  whilst  the  late  Secretary  was 
stiU  in  office,  and  against  bis  will ;  and  estab- 
lishing, beyond  oon^adictlon,  that  the  subse- 
quent act  of  the  present  Secretary  was  in  form 
ministerial,  in  substance  the  work  of  another. 
Can  laon  satisfiactory  testimony  be  ever  need- 
ed? Tet  it  is  even  still  more  complete.  We 
have  that  of  ICr.  Dnane,  as  if  no  single  link  in 
the  ch^n  shoald  be  left  nnsapplied.  In  a  late 
publication  from  that  gentleman,  addressed  to 
the  American  pe<9le,  uter  giving  a  history  of 
the  circumstances  which  preceded  and  accom- 
panied his  appointment,  and  those  which  at- 
tended his  expuluon  from  office,  he  says: 
Thns  was  I  thrust  from  office — ^not  because  I 
had  neglected  any  duty;  not  because  I  had 
differed  with  the  President  on  any  other  point 
of  public  policy;  not  because  I  had  differed 
wiui  him  about  the  Bank  of  the  United  States ; 
bat  beoanse  I  refused,  without  farther  hiqniry 
for  action  by  Oongress,  to  remove  the  deposits." 

Is  it  possible  tiiat  endenee  can  be  more  com- 
plete 1  liVill  any  one,  after  this  exhibition  of 
conoarring  proof,  derived  directly  from  the 
President  on  one  side,  and  from  the  late  Secre- 
tary on  the  other,  that  the  removed  of  the  de- 
po8it<t  was  not  only  the  President's  own  act, 
bnt  was  contrary  to  the  will  and  jadrment  of 
the  Secretary,  who  was  himself  remove  because 
he  would  not  remove  them,  for  a  single  instant 
doubt  on  the  subject!  Can  any  one  rise  here, 
in  his  place,  and  assert  that  the  removal  was 
not  accomplished  by  the  President's  aaUiority 
or  command  ? 

And,  now,  sir,  having  distinctly  Been  whose 
meoanre  thto  is,  I  shidl  proceed  to  inquire 
whether  it  has  been  adt^ited  in  oonfi»miity  with 
the  Oonstltation  and  laws  of  the  United  States. 
I  repeat  tliat  it  is  not  my  pnipoae^nov  to 
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examine  the  reasons  assigned  for  the  act,  fur- 
ther than  as  they  may  tend  to  show  a  right  in 
the  President  to  perform  it.  For  if  the  Presi- 
dent had  DO  power  over  the  subject;  if  tiie 
ooDstitttti(Hi  and  laws,  instead  of  conTeyioe  to 
him  an  autiiorit7  to  aet  as  he  has  done,  required 
him  to  keep  his  hands  off  the  public  treasury, 
and  confided  its  care  and  custody  to  other 
hands,  no  reasons  can  justify  the  uanrpatiou. 
What  power  has  the  President  over  the  public 
treasury!  Is  it  in  the  bank  charter!  That 
gives  him  bnt  two  clearly  defined  powers :  one 
to  appoint,  with  the  concarreuce  of  the  Senate 
and  to  remove  the  Oovernment  directors ;  and 
the  other,  to  order  a  teire  /acitu  when  the 
charter  sbaU  be  violated  by  uie  bank.  There 
is  no  other  power  conferred  on  him  by  it  The 
daiue  of  uie  oharter  relaUog  to  the  public 
depouta  declares,  "that  the  deports  of  the 
mon^  of  the  United  Kates,  in  places  in  which 
the  said  bank  and  the  branohn  thereof  may  be 
established,  shall  be  made  tn  said  bank,  or 
branches  thereof^  nnless  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shall,  at  any  time,  otherwise  order 
and  direct ;  in  which  case  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shall  immediately  lay  before  Congress, 
if  in  session,  and,  if  not,  immediately  after  the 
commencement  of  the  next  ses^on,  the  reasons 
of  such  order  or  direction."  Oan  longuaf^,  as 
to  the  officer  who  is  charged  with  the  duty  of 
removing  the  deposits,  be  more  explicit !  The 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  alone  is  designated. 
The  President  is  not,  by  the  remotest  eulasioD. 
referred  to.  And,  to  put  tiie  matter  beyond 
all  OHitroversy,  whenever  the  Secretary  {PTes 
an  order  or  direction  for  the  removal,  be  is  to 
report  his  reasons — ^to  whom!  To  the  Presi- 
dent !  No  I  directly  to  Congress.  Kor  Is  the 
bank  itself  required  to  report  its  periodical  con- 
dition to  the  President,  but  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  or  to  Oongrefis,  through  the  organ 
of  a  committee.  The  whole  scheme  of  the 
charter  seems  to  have  been  cautiously  framed 
with  the  deliberate  purpose  of  excluding  all 
intervention  of  the  President,  except  in  the  two 
cases  which  have  been  specified.  And  this 
power,  given  exclusively  to  the  Secretary,  and 
these  relations  maintained  between  hiia  and 
Congress,  are  in  strict  oonformify  witii  the  act 
of  ^teiober,  1769,  creating  and  establishing 
the  Treasury  Department.  Oongress  reserved 
to  itself  the  control  over  that  department  It 
refused  to  make  it  an  executive  department  Its 
whole  structure  manifests  cautious  jealousy  and 
experienced  wisdom.  The  constitution  bad 
orutdned  that  no  money  should  be  drawn  from 
the  treasury  but  In  consequence  of  appropria- 
tions made  by  law.  It  remmned  for  Congress 
ttf  profHde  hoie  it  should  be  drawn.  And  that 
da%  i|  performed  by  the  act  constitnting  the 
Trrasury  Department  According  to  that  act 
.  tiie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  to  prepare  and 
sign,  the  Comptroller  to  countersign,  the  Ras- 
ter to  record,  and,  finally,  the  Trusniw  to  paj 
a  warrant  Issued,  and  onfy  ii$iud  in  virtne  of  a 
priw  act  of  qipropriati<m.  Each  is  reftored  ^ 
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the  law  as  tiie  guide  his  dnl7 ;  eaoh  acts  on 
his  own  equuvte  responriblHt; ;  each  it  a  check 
vptHi  every  other ;  and  all  are  placed  under  the 
oontrol  of  Oongresa.  The  Becretary  is  to  report 
to  Congress,  and  to  eaoh  branch  of  Congress. 
The  great  principle  of  dividon  of  doty,  and  of 
'  control  and  respoanbilitj — that  principle  which 
lies  at  the  bottom  of  all  free  government — that 
principle,  withoat  which  there  can  be  no  free 
govemraent — is  upheld  thronghoot  60,  in  the 
bank  charter,  Congress  did  not  choose  to  refer 
the  reasons  of  the  Becretarr  to  the  President ; 
but,  whenever  he  changed  the  depoats,  the 
Secretary  was  commanded  to  report  his  reasons 
direcdy  to  Congress,  tiiat  they  might  weigh, 
judge,  and  prononnoe  npon  thdr  validity. 

ll^ns  it  is  evident  that  the  Freddent,  neither 
by  the  act  CTeating  the  Treasnry  Department, 
nor  by  the  bank  ^urter,  has  any  power  over 
the  pnblio  treasury.  Has  he  any  by  the  consti- 
tationt  Hone,  none.  We  have  uready  seen 
that  the  constitatioB  pontively  forbid  any 
mon^  from  being  drawn  from  the  treasury  but 
in  virtne  of  a  previous  act  of  appropriation. 
But  the  Presidentr  himself  says  that  **  npon  him 
has  been  devolved,  by  the  constitntion,  and  the 
snfiVages  of  the  American  people,  the  duty  of 
saperintending  the  c^eratioa  of  the  exeontive 
departments  of  the  Govenunent,  and  leeing 
that  the  laws  are  ftithfollyezeonted."  If  there 
existed  any  vaaYi  double  sonroe  of  executive 
power,  it  has  been  Been  that  the  Treaaory  De- 
partment is  not  an  executive  department ;  but 
that,  in  all  that  concerns  the  public  treasury, 
the  Secretary  is  the  agent  or  representative  of 
Congress,  acting  in  obedience  to  their  wilL  and 
nuuntaining  a  direct  intercourse  with  them. 
By  what  anthority  does  the  President  derive 
power  from  the  mere  result  of  an  election  t  In 
another  part  of  this  some  cabinet  paper  he  refers 
to  the  suffrages  of  the  people  as  a  source  of 
power  independent  of  the  constitntion,  if  not 
ovwmling  it.  At  all  events,  he  seems  to  re- 
nrd  the  issue  ctf  the  election  as  an  ap^roba- 
titm  (tf  all  CMiatitutioDal  opinions  previously 
exinrwsed  by  him,  no  matter  in  what  ambiguous 
langoage.  I  differ,  ^r,  eotirdy  from  the  Presi- 
dent. No  such  conclusions  can  be  legitimately 
drawn  from  his  re-election.  Be  was  re-elected 
from  his  presumed  merits  generally,  and  from 
tiie  attachment  and  confidence  of  tfae  people, 
and  also  from  ^e  unwortUiness  of  his  competi- 
tor. The  people  had  uo  idea,  by  that  exercise 
of  their  suffrage,  of  expresnng  their  approbation 
of  all  the  opinions  wnioh  the  President  held. 
Can  it  be  bdieved  that  Pennsylvania  so  justly 
denominated  the  keystoae  our  federal  arch, 
which  liaa  been  so  stradfast  in  her  adherence 
to  oertain  great  national  interests,  and  among 
othm,  to  thai  of  the  Bank  <d  the  United  States, 
intended,  by  supporting  the  re-election  of  the 
President,  to  reverse  all  her  own  jndgments,  and 
to  demoUsh  all  that  she  had  built  np?  The 
truth  is,  that  the  re-eleedoa  of  the  President 
no  more  proves  that  the  people  had  sanotioned 
oU  the  (^nswuu  jvevioiuly  expressed  by  him, 


than,  if  he  had  had  the  king^s  evil  or  a  carbun- 
cle, it  would  dononstr^  that  they  intended 
to  sanction  his  phyBical  infirmi^. 

Bat  the  President  infers  his  duty  to  remove 
the  deposits  from  the  constitntion  and  the 
sufitages  of  the  Ameticau  people.  As  to  the 
latter  source  of  authority,  1  tnink  it  confers 
none.  Tlie  election  of  a  President,  in  itself  . 
gives  no  power,  bat  merely  designates  the  per-  / 
son  who,  as  an  officer  of  the  Government,  is  to 
exercise  power  granted  by  the  constitution  and 
laws.  In  this  sense,  and  in  this  sense  only, 
does  an  election  confer  power.  The  President 
allies  »  right  in  himself  to  superintend  the 
operations  «  the  exeontiTe  deputments  flrom 
the  constitution  and  the  Buffrages  of  the  people. 
Now,  neltiiv  grants  any  such  right.  The  coo-  , 
stituQon  gives  him  the  power,  and  no  other 
power,  than  to  call  upon  the  heads  of  each  of 
the  executive  departments  to  give  his  opinion, 
in  writing,  as  to  any  matter  connected  with  his 
department.   The  issue  of  the  election  simply 

eats  him  in  a  condition  to  exercise  that  right, 
iy  the  laws,  not  by  the  constitution,  all  the 
departmuits,  with  the  exception  of  that  of  the 
treasory,  are  placed  under  uie  direction  of  the 
Preddent.  And,  by  various  lawa,  qtecifie  du- 
ties of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  (such  as 
oontraoting  for  loans,  &o.,)  are  required  to  be 
periVnmed  under  the  direetion  of  the  Preridmt, 
This  is  done  from  greater  preeaation ;  but  bis 

E)wer,  in  these  respects,  is  derived  from  the 
ws,  and  not  from  tiie  constitntion.  Even  in 
regard  to  those  d^artments  other  than  that  of 
the  treasnry,  in  relation  to  which  by  law,  and 
not  by  the  constitution,  a  control  is  assi^ed 
to  the  Chief  Magistrate,  duties  may  be  required 
of  them,  by  the  law,  beyond  his  control,  and 
for  the  performance  of  which  their  heads  are 
responsible.  This  is  true  of  the  State  Depart- 
ments that  which,  above  all  others,  is  most  un- 
der the  immediate  direction  of  the  President. 
And  this  principle,  more  than  thirty  years  ago, 
was  estaluiahed  in  the  case  of  Harbntr  ag^nst 
Madison.  The  Supreme  Court,  in  that  case, 
expressed  itself  in  the  following  langoage: 

'  "  By  tbfl  Coostitation  of  the  United  States  the 
PreslaeDt  is  inveited  with  certain  important  politi- 
cal powers,  hi  the  exercise  of  which  he  is  to  ose 
his  own  discretion,  and  ia  accountable  only  to  bis 
country  in  hit  political  character,  and  to  bis  own 
conscience.  To  aid  bim  in  the  perfonnacce  of 
these  duties,  he  is  aathorized  to  appoint  certain 
officers,  who  act  by  his  aathority,  and  in  conformity 
with  orders. 

**  In  such  oasN  their  sots  are  his  acts ;  and, 
whatever  oididon  may  be  entertained  of  the  manner 
in  which  executive  diacretion  may  be  used,  still 
there  exists,  and  can  exist,  no  power  to  control 
tliat  discretion.  The  subjects  are  poIiticaL  They 
respect  the  nation,  not  individud  rights;  and,  being 
Intrusted  to  the  Exeeotive,  the  decitdon  of  the  Bx> 
eoodre  b  oonclvMve.  The  application  of  tbis  re- 
mark will  be  perceived  by  adverting  to  the  act  of 
Congress  for  establishing  the  Department  of  For- 
eign Atbiis.  TUs  officer,  as  Us  duties  were  pre- 
acrUMd  by  that  aot^  ia  to  cMifiKin  pnetsely  to  the 
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will  of  tbe  Frerideot.  Hs  ii  tbe  mere  by 
whom  that  vUl  b  eommajifeated.  Tbe  aeti  of  amax 
as  officer,  as  ao  officer,  can  never  be  examia&blo 
b;  the  coarta. 

"  But  when  the  Z<egi8latore  proceeds  to  impose 
on  that  officer  other  datieB,  when  he  is  directed 
peremptorilj  to  perform  certain  acts,  [that  is,  when 
be  is  not  placed  under  the  direction  of  the  Pred- 
dent,]  when  the  rights  of  IndiTidoils  are  dependent 
on  the  performance  of  those  acts,  be  Is  so  ftr  tbe 
officer  of  the  law,  is  smenable  to  the  laws  for  bis 
conduct,  and  cannot,  at  his  discretion,  sport  away 
tbe  vested  rights  of  others. 

"Ihe  eoDclosion  from  tlUs  reasoning  Is,  that 
where  tlw  beads  of  departments  vn  the  poUUc^ 
or  eoofldendal  agents  <«  tbe  Ezeeadve,  merdy  to 
•xecnte  the  will  of  the  President,  or  rather  to  act 
fa)  eases  in  which  the  fizecudve  possesses  a  consti- 
tutional or  legal  discretion,  nothing  can  be  more 
perfectly  clear  than  that  their  acts  are  only  politi- 
cally examinable.  But  where  a  spedfic  dut;  is  as- 
aigned  hy  law,  and  individual  rights  depend  upon 
the  performance  of  that  dntj,  it  seems  equidly 
dear  Uiat  the  individual  who  considers  bimadf  In- 
Jiured,  has  a  riglit  to  resort  to  the  laws  of  Us  oouB' 
try  for  a  remedy." 

AlthoDgh  I  am  construned  to  belleTO  that 
the  President  has  been  mistaken  in  asserting 
that  Uie  duty  has  been  devolved  apoB  him  by 
the  oonsUtation  and  by  the  n^mges  of  tiie 
Amerioan  people  to  superintend  the  operation 
ot  the  exeontiTe  d^iarbn«its,  and  oonaeqaently 
to  cffder  the  removal  of  the  pnhlio  depolrito,  If 
he  deemed  each  removal  was  expedient,  be  U 
charged  by  tbe  oonstituUon  to  "  take  care  tiiat 
the  laws  be  faithfully  execated."  And  the, 
qnesUon  is,  what  does  this  ii^auotion  really  im- 
port! It  has  been  contended,  under  it,  that 
the  executive  aid  or  oo-operation  ought  not,  in 
any  case,  to  be  given,  but  when  the  Ohief  Magis- 
trate himself  U  persuaded  that  it  is  to  be  lent 
to  the  execution  of  a  law  of  the  United  States ; 
and  that,  in  all  instances  where  he  Iwlieves  that 
the  law  IS  otherwise  than  it  has  been  setded  or 
adjodieated,  he  may  withhold  the  means  of 
enontlon  with  whidi  he  is  invested.  In  other 
words,  this  enorraons  pretendon  of  the  Execu- 
tive cudms  that  if  a  treaty  or  law  exists,  coo- 
trary  to  the  constitution,  in  the  President's 
opinion ;  or  if  a  Judicial  oj^ion  be  pronounced 
in  his  opinion  repo^ant  to  the  constitution,  to 
a  treaty,  or  to  a  law,  he  is  not  bound  to  afford 
the  executive  ud  in  the  exeontioa  of  any  such 
treaty,  law,  or  dectuon.  If  this  be  sound  doc- 
trine, it  is  evident  that  every  thing  resolves  it- 
sdf  into  tbe  President's  opinion.  There  is  an 
end  to  olloonstitoiional  Government,  and  a  sole 
fiinotionary  engrosses  tbe  whole  power  sup- 
posed hitherto  to  have  been  assl^ied  to  va- 
rious respondble  officers,  checking  and  checked 
by  each  other.  Oaa  this  be  true  f  Is  it  possi- 
ble that  there  is  an^  one  so  insensible  to  the 

Soaraotees  of  civil  liberty  as  to  subscribe  to 
lis  monstrous  pretension?  In  respect  even  to 
offiurs  of  ordinary  administration,  how  enor- 
mous would  it  be  1  Various  officers  of  Govem- 
menc  are  charged  with  the  liquidation  of  most 
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important  accounts  of  eontraotm  and  others 
omioenied  in  Uie  disbursement,  unaally,  of 
large  snms  of  the  public  revenue.  The  r^eo- 
tion  or  allowance  of  a  sm^^  item  of  these  ao- 
oounta  may  fix  tbe  fate  oi  the  contractor  or  dia- 
bursiag  agent.  Hitherto  this  matter  was  sup- 
posed to  he  judii^  in  its  nature,  and  beyond 
executive  control ;  bnt  let  thin  new  hereny  be 
sanctioned,  and  ^e  Prendent  may  say  to  an 
Auditor  or  Oomptroller,  pase  this,  or  nyect 
that  item  in  the  account,  (such  is  my  opinion 
of  the  law  ;>  and  if  you  do  not,  I  will  re- 
move you  from  office.  Let  this  doctrine  be 
onoe  eatabliahed,  and  there  la  an  end  to  all  na^ 
ulsted  Government,  to  all  dvil  liboty.  It  will 
become  a  machine  aimpis  enongb.  There  will 
be  but  one  will  in  the  State ;  bnt  one  bed.  and 
that  will  be  the  bed  of  Procmstesl  All  the 
departments,  legislative,  Judicial,  and  execu- 
tive, and  all  subordinate  funetiwiaries,  mast  lie 
quietly  on  it ;  bnt  it  will  be  the  repose  of  des- 
potism and  death. 

Sir,  snob  an  enormous  and  extravagant  pre- 
teaston  ouinot  be  sanctioned.  It  must  be  put 
alongside  of  Its  exploded  ooftpeer,  the  power 
onoe  asserted  for  Otrngreas  to  pass  any  and  all 
laws  called  for  by    the  general  welfare." 

The  charter  cHf  the  book  requires  that  the 
pnblh)  deposits  be  mode  In  its  vsnltiL  It  gives 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  power  to  remove 
them;  and  whyt  Beeanse  he  is  placed  by 
Ooogress  at  the  head  of  the  finanoes  as  the  Gov- 
ernment. Weekly  reports  of  the  OMidition  <tf 
the  bank  are  made  to  him ;  he  ia  the  sentuid 
of  Congress,  the  agent  of  Oongress,  the  repre- 
sentative of  Oongreea,  created  by  Oongreas ;  hia 
duties  are  prescribed  and  defined  by  Congress. 
To  them,  and  not  to  the  President,  he  is  to  re- 
port. His  vigilance  is  presumed  to  anticipate 
or  promptly  to  perceive  the  existence  of  dan- 
ger, and,  when  he  discovers  it,  hu  duty  is  to 
provide  for  the  aofe^  of  the  pubUo  treasure, 
and  forthwitii  to  report  to  his  prindpaL.  Stand- 
ing in  this  responsible  attitnoe  to  Oongress,  and 
to  Congress  alone,  if  the  President  may  go  to 
that  officer,  and  tell  him  to  do  as  he  bidA,  or  he 
shall  be  removed  from  office,  what  security 
renuuns  to  the  people  of  this  country  I 

But  let  me  suppose  that  I  am  totally  mis- 
taken in  this  constmotion  of  the  constitntional 
injunction,  and  that  its  true  meaning  is  that 
the  President  has  the  power  to  superintend  the 
execution  of  every  particular  law  exactly  as 
Congress  intended  it,  what  was  it  his  duty  to 
do  in  this  case,  under  that  interpretation  of  the 
constitution  t  The  law  anthorized  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasnty,  <m  hia  own  respMudbilit^, 
to  remove  the  depodts.  It  oommanded  him, 
if  he  removed  them,  to  report  Aii  reasons  to 
Congress.  The  dn^  ma  confided  to  his  judg- 
ment and  discretion  exclusively,  and  his  judg- 
ment was  to  be  guided  by  hit  own  reasons,  not 
those  of  any  ouier;  and  they,  and  no  other, 
were  to  be  reported  to  Congress.  Now,  if  the 
PreudMit  waa  hound  to  take  oare  that  that  law 
shonld  be  fluthftulj  ezeentedf  then  his  dntj 
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exaoCed  of  liim  to  bm  that  the  Seeretvy  of  the 
T^ewaiy  was  allowed  tiie  ezerdse  o£  his  free, 
unbiased,  and  nnoontrolled  judgment  in  re- 
motlDg  or  not  rraaoTii^  the  depoaita.  That 
vaa  the  foithAil  ezecation  of  the  law.  Con- 
grem  had  not  said  that  the  Secretary  of  State, 
■the  Secretary  of  War,  or  the  Secretary  of  the 
Nary  should  remove  them,  bat  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  The  Preeideiit  had  no  right, 
either  by  the  constitotion  or  the  law,  to  go  to 
the  other  Secretaries,  and  ask  them  how  a  ser- 
rice  should  be  performed,  which  was  confided 
ozolnaivMy  to  the  jadgment  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  TreasQiy.  He  might  as  well  have  asked 
■the  Seorataiy  of  the  Treasaryhow  a  movement 
of  the  anny  ahonld  be  made  by  the  Secretary 
of  War,  as  to  hare  ocmsnlted  this  latter  ofl9cer 
bow  a  fioandal  operation  should  be  executed, 
BOt  only  not  committed  to  him,  bat  assigned 
esiliuiTely  to  another.  It  was  not  to  the  Presi- 
dent aod  all  the  Secretariea  combined  Uist  the 
power  was  pven  to  change  the  disposition  of 
the  public  deposits.  If  the  change  were  made, 
It  was  not  tlmr  reasons  for  it  which  were  to  be 
reported  to  Congress.  It  was  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  alone,  ezclouve  of  every  other 
fnnctiooary  of  the  Govemment,  that  the  dnty 
was  specifically  confined,  and  the  measore  was 
to  be  judged  by  Oongreas  nptat  Am,  and  not 
tfttftr  reasons.  Can  it  be  said,  then,  in  the  lan- 
nagB  oi  the  oorndtotion,  that  the  Preudent 

to<4E  care  tfaatttte  law  wasftUhftiUy  ezecn* 
ted,"  when  he  took  it  altogether  ont  of  hoods  to 
which  the  law  had  confided  it,  and  satwtitoted 
another's  will  for  the  will  of  him  who  was  ex- 
pressly ohaiged  with  the  execnUon  of  the  law  ? 

What  secarity  have  the  pei^le  against  the 
lawless  cundaot  of  any  President  t  Where  is 
the  boundary  to  the  tremendons  power  which 
he  has  OBsnmed?  Sir,  every  barrier  aronnd 
the  public  treasnry  is  broken  down  and  annihi- 
loteoL  From  the  moment  that  the  President 
pronounced  the  words,  "  l^is  measure  is  my 
own ;  I  take  upon  myself  the  responsibility  of 
it,"  every  safcvoard  around  the  treasury  was 
wootrated,  and  henoeiforward  it  might  as  well 
M  at  the  Hemdtage,  The  measure  adopted 
hj  the  Prerident  la  without  precedent.  I  beg 
pardon — tiiere  Is  one ;  but  we  must  go  down 
for  it  to  the  commencement  of  the  Christian 
era.  It  will  be  recollected,  by  those  who  are 
oonversant  with  Roman  luatory,  that,  a^r 
Pconpey  was  compelled  to  retire  to  Bmndu- 
eium,  Caasar,  who  had  been  aoxioas  to  give 
bim  battle,  retomed  to  Rome,  "  having  reduced 
Italy,"  says  the  venerable  biographer,  "  in  sixty 
days — {the  exact  period  between  the  day  of  the 
remoTU  of  the  deposits  and  that  of  the  com- 
meDccment  of  the  present  aeirion  of  Congrera, 
without  the  usual  allowanee  of  any  days  of 
nraoe]|— -in  rizty  da/iL  without  Uoodshed." 
The  biogr^>her  prooMOa : 

"Finding  the  city  in  a  more  settled  eondlUen 
thou  be  expected,  and  uaay  Seoaton  there,  he  ad- 
dreewed  them  la  a  mOd  and  graeioas  manBer,  [aa 
4ha  Praaidezit  sddrs— d  Us  late  Beoretary  of  the 


Treasarj,]  and  desired  tbem  to  send  deputies  to 
Pompey  with  u  ofibr  of  bonorabte  terms  of  peace, 
Ac  As  Uetelliia,  the  tribooe,  vppoted  bis  ttkiag 
money  out  of  the  pubHo  treasury,  and  cited  some 
laws  against  it — [snob,  air,  I  mppose,  aa  I  have  en- 
deavored to  cite  on  this  occasion] — Ctesar  said, 
'Arms  and  lavs  do  not  flooriah  together.  If  you 
ire  not  pleased  at  whst  I  am  aboot,  yon  liave  oi^ 
to  withdraw.  [Leave  the  office,  Mr.  Dnane  t]  War, 
indeed,  will  not  tolerate  much  liberty  of  speech. 
When  I  say  this,  I  am  renouncing  my  own  right ; 
for  you,  and  all  those  whom  I  have  found  cxcitl^ 
a  spirit  of  faction  against  me,  are  at  my  dlspoi^ 
Having  said  this,  he  approached  the  doors  of  the 
treasury,  and,  as  the  keys  were  not  produced,  he 
sent  for  woAmen  to  break  them  open.  Uetellos 
again  opposed  him,  and  gained  credit  with  some 
for  his  firmness ;  bat  Csesar,  with  an  elevated  voice, 
threatened  to  put  him  to  death  if  he  gave  him  any 
further  trouble.  '  And  you  know  verr  well,  young 
man,*  said  he,  *  that  this  is  harder  for  me  to  aay 
than  to  do.'  Metellns,  terrified  by  the  menace,  re* 
Ured  ;  and  Cesar  was  afterwards  easily  and  readhy 
aapplied  with  every  thing  neoeseary  for  the  war." 

Mr.  President,  said  If  r.  C,  the  people  of  the 
United  States  are  indebted  to  the  President  for 
the  boldness  of  this  movement ;  and,  as  one 
among  the  humblest  of  tiiem,  I  profess  my  obli- 
gations to  him.  He  has  told  the  Senate,  in  his 
Message  refusing  an  offidal  oopy  of  his  eaUnet 
paper,  that  it  has  been  published  for  the  inib> 
mation  of  the  pe<n>Ie.  As  a  part  of  the  people, 
the  Senate,  if  not  m  their  offidol  character,  have 
a  right  to  its  nse.  In  that  extraordinary  paper 
he  bos  proclaimed  that  the  measare  is  hi$  own, 
and  that  he  has  taken  npon  himself  the  respon- 
sibility  of  it.  In  plain  English,  he  has  pro- 
claimed on  open,  palpable,  and  daring  usurpa- 
tion t 

For  more  than  fiileen  years,  Mr.  President,  I 
have  been  strnggling  to  avoid  tlie  present  state 
of  things.  I  Ihonght  I  perceived,  in  some  pro- 
ceedings during  uie  conduct  of  the  Seminole 
war,  tt  spirit  of  defiance  to  the  constitntion  and 
to  idl  law.  With  what  uncerity  and  truth, 
with  what  earnestness  and  devotion  to  dvil 
liberty,  I  have  straggled,  the  Sem-cher  of  all 
human  hearts  best  knows.  With  what  forttme, 
the  bleeding  oonstitution  of  my  conntry  now 
&tally  attests. 

I  have  nevertheless,  persevered ;  -and,  under 
every  discouragement^  during  the  short  time 
that  I  expect  to  remain  in  the  public  coundla, 
I  will  persevere.  And  if  a  honntifnl  Pro\idence 
would  allow  an  unworthy  sinner  to  approach 
the  throne  of  grace,  I  wonld  beseech  Him,  as 
the  greatest  favor  He  could  grant  to  me  here 
below,  to  spare  me  until  I  live  to  behold  the 
people  rising  in  their  m^esty,  with  a  peacefbl 
and  oonstitutiottd  exerswe  of  th^  power,  to 
expel  the  Goths  from  Rome;  to  reaoue  the 
public  treasury  from  pillage ;  to  preserve  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States ;  to  uphold 
the  Union  against  the  danger  of  the  concentrur 
tion  and  consolidation  of  <ul  power  in  t^e  hands 
of  the  EzeeatiTe ;  and  to  snstain  the  UberUes 
<tf  the  people  of  thia  country  against  the 
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immineDt  perils  to  vfaich  th^  now  stand  ex- 
powd. 


TKOBaDAT,  January  2, 1884. 
Ths  PubUo  Depont$. 

The  Senate  resnmed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treamry,  req>eat- 
ing  the  removal  of  the  depoBtts,  and  the  reeo- 
lations  thereon  offered  hj  Itr.  Olat. 

JIt.  Bbnton  said  he  vonld  take  leave,  before 
he  took  np  the  subject  under  debate,  to  vindi- 
cate an  officer  of  the  Senate  who  had  been 
m^oatlj  asaailed,  and  who  had  not  the  ricfat  of 
peaking  for  himself.  He  alluded  to  the  Secre- 
tarj  of  the  Senate,  (Mr.  Lowrie,)  aA  to  the 
threat  pabUdj  exf^esmd  in  open  debate  by  a 
Bmator  from  Eentnckj,  (Ur.  Gla.t,)  to  move 
to  expel  him  from  his  office  if  he  shonld  remove 
any  of  hts  clerks  for  their  political  opinione. 
The  threat  imjplied  a  knowledge  or  belief  that 
the  Secretary  intended  to  make  snch  removals; 
when,  in  point  of  fact,  no  such  intention 
existm.  The  Secretary  now  bad  every  clerk  in 
his  office  who  was  in  it  when  he  came  in  many 
years  ago.  He  was  living  in  the  utmost  har- 
mony with  these  clerks,  and  conld  not  bnt  feel 
himself  deeply  wonnded  by  a  threat,  which 
raised  an  implication  which  had  no  manner  of 
existence.  Mr.  B.  said  that  ui  acqn^ntanoe  of 
floorteen  years  with  ttio  Secretary  enabled  hira 
to  say  that  ho  was  incapable  of  the  d^onorable 
conduct  attributed,  by  implication,  to  him; 
that  he  was  a  hi^h  exemplification  of  the  char- 
acter of  a  Christian  and  a  ^ntleman,  and  woold 
ooBSoientionsly  discharge  bis  duties  to  the  Senate 
and  his  clerks,  withoat  the  slightest  regard  to 
unmerited  threats.  Mr.  B.  ateo  spoke  of  the 
animadversion  which  had  been  made  at  the 
same  time,  and  for  the  same  cause,  upon  an 
officer  of  another  t)ody,  (the  Clerk  of  the  House 
of  Representatives.)  Mr.  B.  was  a  stranger  to 
him,  knew  nothing  of  what  he  had  done,  had  no 
opinions  to  ^ve  as  to  his  conduct;  but  he 
would  say,  in  vindication  of  the  prlvil^es  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  that  tiie  conduct 
of  their  clerk  belonged  to  them,  not  to  tiie  Senate, 
uid  that  it  was  unparUamentwy  fbr  the  Sen^ 
to  take  notice  of  it. 

Hr.  B.  then  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the 
day,  the  resolutions  submitted  by  a  Senator 
ftom  Kentncky,  (Mr.  Ciat,)  on  the  removal  of 
the  public  deposits  from  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  asked  for  the  rea^Ung  of  the 
resolutions. 

The  Secretary  read  them  as  follows : 

*'  1.  Reiolved,  That  bj  dUmlning  the  late  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  because  be  would  sot,  con- 
traiy  to  Us  sense  of  bis  own  duty,  remove  the 
noney  of  the  United  States  in  depodt  with  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  and  its  b^«Dche^  in  eon- 
rormitj  with  the  Freddent's  opinion ;  and  by  sp- 
urting bis  successor  to  effect  such  removal,  which 
has  been  done,  the  President  has  aasomed  the  exer- 
dss  of  a  power  over  the  Treasory  of  the  United 
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SUtes  not  nanted  to  him  the  oonsatotion  and 
htws,  and  Auogeroos  to  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

"  2.  JiMolved,  That  the  reasons  asrigned  b;  the 
Secretary  of  the  Ti-easury  for  the  removal  of  the 
money  of  the  United  States,  deposited  in  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  and  its  branches,  communi- 
cated to  Congress  on  ihc  8d  Aaj  of  Decemlwr,  18SS, 
are  unsatis&ctory  and  insufficient.'' 

Mr.  B.  siud  that  the  first  of  these  resolutions 
conUdned  impeachable  matter,  and  was  in  fact, 
though  not  in  form,  a  direct  impeaohment  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States.  He  reoited 
the  constituUonal  provision,  that  the  Prendent 
might  bo  impeatuied— let,  fbr  treason;  9d, 
for  bribery;  8d,  for  high  crimes ;  4th,  for  misde* 
meanors;  and  said  that  the  first  ree(dnli(ni 
charged  both  a  high  <nime  and  a  misdemeanor 
upon  the  President ;  a  high  crime,  In  violating 
the  laws  and  constitution,  to  obtain  a  power 
over  the  pubtlo  treasure,  to  the  danger  of  the 
liberties  of  the  people ;  and  a  misderoeanw, 
in  dismissing  the  late  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
from  offioe.  Mr.  B.  said  that  the  terms  of  the 
resolution  were  sufficiently  ezpiicit  to  define 
a  high  crime,  within  the  meaning  of  the  con- 
stitution, without  having  recourse  to  the  argu- 
ments  and  declarations  used  by  the  mover  in 
illuatraUon  of  his  meaning ;  but,  if  any  doubt 
remaned  on  that  head,  it  would  be  removed 
by  the  whole  tenor  of  the  argument,  and 
eapeoially  tliat  part  of  It  which  compared  1^ 
Fraddent's  oondnot  to  thot  of  Oamr,  in  seizing 
the  pobUo  treasure,  to  ud  him  in  putting  an 
end  to  the  liberties  of  his  country ;  and  every 
Senator,  in  voting  upon  it,  wonhl  vote  as  di- 
rectly upon  the  guilt  or  Innocence  of  the  Prrai- 
dent,  as  if  he  was  responding  to  the  question 
of  ^ilty  or  not  guilty,  in  the  ewdnding  soene 
of  a  formal  impeachment. 

We  are  then,  sidd  Mr.  B.,  trying  an  impeach- 
ment 1  But  how  t  The  constitution  gives  to 
the  House  of  Representatives  tite  sole  power 
to  originate  impeachments;  yet  we  originate 
this  impeachment  ourselves.  The  constitatim 
gives  the  accused  a  right  to  be  present ;  but 
he  is  not  here.  It  requires  the  Senate  to  be 
Bwom  as  Judges ;  hut  we  are  not  so  sworn. 
It  requires  the  Oliief  Justice  of  the  United  States 
to  preside  when  the  Prerident  is  tried;  bnt 
the  Chief  Justice  is  not  presiding.  It  ^ves 
the  House  of  Representatives  a  right  to  be 
present,  and  to  manage  the  prosecution ;  bnt 
neither  the  House  nor  its  managers  are  here. 
It  requires  the  forms  of  oriminid  justioe  to  be 
strictly  observed;  yet  all  these  forms  are 
neglected  and  violated.  It  is  a  prooeeding  in 
which  the  £lrst  Magistrate  of  the  republic  is 
to  be  tried  without  bemg  heard,  and  in  which 
his  aoousers  are  to  aet  as  Ins Jodges  I 

Hr.  B.  oolled  upon  the  Bentie  to  condder 
wdl  what  they  befcnre  thw^  proceeded  for- 
ther  in  the  connideration  of  this  resolution.  He 
called  upon  them  to  consider  what  was  due  to 
the  House  of  Representatives,  wboee  privilege 
was  invaded,  and  who  had  a  right  to  send  a 
message  to  the  Senate^  compUdning  of  the  pro- 
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oeeding,  and  demandins  its  abaDdotuneat.  He 
otn^nrM  tbem  to  oonsider  wliat  was  doe  to  tbe 
Pmident,  who  was  thm  to  be  tried  In  his  ab- 
eenoe  for  a  moat  enormoiH  crime ;  what  was 
doe  to  the  Senate  itself^  in  thns  combining  tbe 
ineomitatible  characters  of  accuser*  and  jodges, 
and  which  would  itself  be  Judged  by  Earope 
and  America.  He  dwelt  particularljr  on  the 
figure  which  the  Senate  would  make  in  going 
on  wiUi  the  consideration  of  this  resolution. 
It  aocoaed  the  President  of  violating  tbe  oonsti- 
tation,  and  itself  committed  twenty  TioliitionB 
of  tbe  same  oonstitotion  in  making  the  accn- ! 
sationi  It  accused  him  of  violating  a  single 
law,  and  itself  violated  all  tbe  laws  of  criminal 

i'mtioe  fai  prosecuting  bim  for  it.  It  charged 
im  with  deugns  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of 
tihe  flitiaen&  and  immediately  trampled  upon 
the  ridits  of  all  cntixens,  in  the  person  of  mm 
Chief  Magistrate. 

Hr.  B.  descanted  upon  the  extraordinary 
organization  of  the  Senate,  and  drew  an  argu- 
ment from  it  in  favor  of  tbe  reserve  and  deco- 
rum of  their  proceedings.  Tbe  Senate  were 
lawgivers,  and  ought  to  respect  the  laws  already 
made ;  thej  were  tbe  oonstitutiwal  advisers  of 
tba  President,  and  sbonld  observe,  as  nearly  as 
possible,  tbe  civil  relations  which  tbe  office  of 
adviser  presumes;  they  might  he  his  judges, 
and  should  be  tbe  lost  in  tbe  world  to  stir  up 
an  aecnsation  against  him,  to  pr^odge  his  goilt, 
or  to  attack  his  oharaoter  witn  aefimiatory  lan- 
guage. Deoomm,  the  beoomisg  <Hiuunent  of 
every  fonotionary,  ahonld  be  the  distingniabing 
trait  of  an  American  Senator,  who  combines,  in 
bis  own  office,  the  united  dignities  of  tbe  exec- 
ntive,  the  l^slative,  and  the  judicial  character. 
In  his  judicial  capacity  especially,  he  should 
sacrifice  to  decorum  and  propriety ;  and  shun, 
as  he  would  tbe  oontagtous  touch  of  sin,  and 
pestilence,  tbe  slightest  approach  to  the  char- 
acter of  prosecutor.  He  referred  to  British 
parliamentary  law  to  sbowtliat  the  Lords  conld 
not  join  in  au  aecnsation,  because  they  were  to 
try  it ;  but  here  the  Senate  was  sole  accuser, 
and  had  nothing  from  the  House  of  Bepreeent- 
stives  to  j<^n ;  but  made  the  aocosaUon  out 
and  out,  and  tried  it  themselves.  He  said  the 
accusation  was  a  double  one,  for  a  high  crime 
and  a  misdemeanor,  and  tbe  liUter  a  more 
flagrant  proceeding  than  the  former;  for  it 
assumed  to  know  for  what  canse  the  President 
had  dismissed  his  late  Secretary,  and  undertook 
to  try  the  Prendent  for  a  thing  which  was  not 
triable  or  impeachable. 

from  tbe  fonndation  of  the  Government,  it 
bad  been  settled  that  the  President's  right  to 
dismiss  bis  Secretaries  resulted  from  bis  eon- 
stitntiunal  oUigations  to  see  that  the  laws  were 
ftitbAilljr  exeouted.  ICaoy  Preridents  had  dis- 
missed Deoretaries,  and  Hob  waa  tbe  first  time 
tiiat  the  Senate  had  ever  nndertaken  to  found 
an  impeachment  upon  it,  or  had  assumed  to 
know  the  reasons  for  which  it  was  done. 

Hr.  B.  said  that  two  other  impeat^menta 
■eemed  to  bo  going  (m  at  the  mne  time  agidmit 


two  other  officers,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  the  Treasurer;  so  that  tbe  Senate  was 
brimful  of  erimlnal  bunness.  The  Treaenrer 
and  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Tieasnry  were  boUi 
civil  officers,  and  were  both  liable  to  impeach- 
ment for  misdemeanora  in  office;  and  great 
misdemeanors  were  charged  upon  tbem.  They 
were,  in  fact,  apon  trial,  without  the  formality 
of  a  resolution;  and  if  hereafter  impeached 
by  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  Senate, 
if  they  believed  what  they  beard,  would  bo 
ready  to  pronounce  judgment  and  remove 
them  from  offioe,  without  further  examina- 
tion. 

Hr.  B.  then  addressed  himself  to  tbe  Vice 
President,  (Mr.  Van  Bubkn,)  upon  the  novelty 
of  the  scene  which  was  going  on  before  bim, 
and  the  neat  change  which  had  taken  place  sinoe 
he  servM  in  the  Senate.  He  commended  tbe  peon- 
liar  delicacy  and  decorum  of  the  Vice  President 
himself,  who,  in  six  years*  service,  in  high  party 
times,  and  in  adecided  opposition,  never  uttered 
a  word,  either  in  open  or  secret  session,  which 
could  have  wonnded  the  feelings  of  a  political 
adversary,  if  be  had  been  present  and  heard 
it.  He  extolled  the  decorum  of  the  opposi- 
tion to  President  Adams's  administration.  If 
there  was  one  brilliant  exception,  ttie  error  was 
redemed  by  classic  wit,  and  the  heroic  readiness 
with  which  a  noble  heart  bared  its  bosom  to 
tbe  bullets  ol  those  who  felt  a^rieved.  Still 
addressing  huntelf  to  tiie  Vice  President,  Hr.  B. 
sud  that  if  he  shonld  receive  ^me  bits  in  the 
place  where  he  sat,  without  the  right  to  reply, 
he  must,  find  consolation  in  the  case  of  his  most 
illustrious  predecessor,  tbe  great  apostle  of 
American  liberty,  (Mr.  Jefferson,)  who  often 
told  his  friends  of  the  manner  in  which  he  had 
been  cut  at  when  presiding  over  the  Senate, 
and  personally  annoyed  by  the  inferior — no, 
young  and  inconuderate — members  of  the  fede- 
ral party. 

Mr.  B.  returned  to  the  point  in  debate.  The 
President,  he  repeated,  was  on  trial  for  a  high 
crime,  in  seizing  the  public  treasure  in  violation 
of  tiialawaandtheocmBtitnUon.  Wsstbediarge 
true  f  Does  the  act  wMoh  he  has  done  deserve 
the  definition  which  has  been  put  upon  it  ?  He 
had  made  up  bis  own  mind  that  the  public 
deposits  ought  to  be  removed  fVom  the  Bank 
of  tlie  United  States.  He  communicated  that 
opinion  to  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  the 
Secretary  refused  to  remove  tbem ;  the  Presi- 
dent removed  him,  and  appointed  a  Secretary 
who  gave  the  order  which  he  thought  the  occa- 
sion required.  AU  this  be  did  in  virtue  of  his 
constitntional  obligation  to  see  the  laws  faith- 
fiilly  executed ;  and  in  obedience  to  tbe  same 
sense  of  duty  which  would  lead  him  to  dismiss 
a  Secretary  of  War,  or  of  the  Navy,  who  would 
refuse  to  ^ve  an  order  for  troops  to  march,  or 
a  fleet  to  sul.  True,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  direct  the  removal 
of  tbe  deposits ;  but  the  constilutiou  makes  it 
the  duty  of  the  Preiodeat  to  see  that  the  Secre- 
tary pwforms  hia  dnty ;  and  the  oonsUttttlott  la 
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as  nnioh  above  law  aa  the  Freddent  fa  above  the 
Secretaiy. 

Thn  IVesident  ia  on  trial  for  amisdemeanor^ 
for  dianiSBiDg  his  Secretary  withoat  saffloient 
cause.  To  this  accnsation  tbwe  are  ready 
answers :  first,  that  the  Prendent  may  dismiss 
his  Secretaries  withoat  oaase;  seooDdly,  that 
the  Senate  has  no  cognizance  of  the  caae; 
thirdly,  that  the  Senate  caoDot  assume  to  know 
for  what  caase  the  Beoretary  in  qnestioa  was 
dismissed. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treaaory  is  on  trial.  In 
order  to  get  at  the  President,  It  was  foand 
neoeaaarj  to  «t  a  geatleman  who  had  no 
TCHoe  <nitU8  floor.  It  had  been  fonod  neoes- 
aary  to  assail  the  Seeretai?  of  the  Treaaory  in  a 
manner  heretofore  unexampled  in  the  history 
of  the  Senate.  His  religion,  his  polities,  his 
TOracity,  bis  understanding,  his  Missouri  re- 
striction vote,  had  all  been  arraigned.  Mr.  B. 
said  be  would  leave  his  religion  to  the  Consti- 
tution  of  the  United  States,  Oatholio  as  be  was, 
and  although  "  the  Presbyterian  might  cot  off 
his  bead  the  first  time  he  went  to  mass."  His 
onderstandiDg  be  would  leave  to  himself  The 
head  which  could  throw  the  paper  which  was 
taken  for  a  stone  on  this  floor ;  but  wliicb  was, 
in  fact,  a  donble-headed  chain  shot  fired  from 
a  forty-ei^t  ponnder,  carrying  sails,  masts, 
rigging,  all  before  it,  was  the  head  that  oonld 
tue  care  of  Itself.  His  veraidty  would  be 
a^onrned  to  the  trial  which  was  to  take  place 
for  mieiqitoting  a  letter  of  Secretary  Crawford, 
and  he  had  do  doubt  would  end  as  the  charge 
did  for  suppressing  a  letter  which  was. printed 
in  exUruo  among  our  documents,  and  withhold- 
ing the  name  and  compensation  of  an  agent, 
when  that  name  and  the  fact  of  no  compensa- 
tion was  lying  on  the  table.  The  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  arraigned  for  some  incidentid 
vote  on  the  Miasonri  restriction,  when  be  was 
a  member  of  the  Maryland  Legislature.  Mr. 
B.  did  not  know  what  that  vote  was;  but  he 
did  know  that  a  oertun  gentiraian,  who  lately 
stood  in  the  relation  of  iavmint  to  another  gen- 
tleman, in  a  certtin  h)^  election,  was  the 
leader  of  the  foroes  which  deforced  Missonri 
of  her  place  in  the  Union  for  the  entire  session 
which  he  first  attended  (not  served)  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States.  His  politics  conld 
not  be  severely  tried  in  the  time  of  the  aUen 
and  sedition  law,  when  he  was  scarce  of  age, 
but  were  well  tried  during  the  late  war,  when 
he  aided  with  bis  country,  and  received  the 
Constant  denunciations  of  that  great  organ  of 
federalism — the  Federal  Repnblictui  newspaper. 
For  the  rest,  Mr.  B.  admitted  that  the  Secre- 
tary had  voted  for  the  dder  Adams  to  be 
President  of  the  United  States ;  hot  denied  the 
ri^t  of  certain  persons  to  make  that  an  objec- 
tion to  him.  Mr.  B.  dismissed  these  personal 
cliarges  for  the  present,  and  would  adjonm 
their  flunsideration  until  his  trial  came  on,  for 
which  the  Senator  from  KentnolEy,  (Mr.  O1.1.Y,) 
Stood  pledged ;  and  after  the  trial  was  over,  he 
had  no  doubt  bnt  that  the  Secretary  of  the 


Treaanry,  ahhongh  a  Catholic  and  a  federaUst, 
would  be  fonnd  to  imdotHn  his  station  in  the 
first  rank  of  Am«rieao  gentlemen  and  Ameri- 
can patriots. 

Mr.  B.  took  np  the  serious  charges  against 
the  Secretary,  that  of  being  the  mere  instru- 
ment of  the  Presid^it  in  removing  the  depoats, 
and  violating  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the 
land.  How  far  he  was  this  mere  instrument, 
making  up  his  mind  in  three  days  to  do  what 
others  would  not  do  at  all,  might  l>e  judged  by 
every  person  who  wonld  refer  to  the  opposition 
papers  for  the  division  in  the  cabinet  about  the 
removal  of  the  deponta,  and  whioh  ooDStantly 
classed  Mr.  Taney,  tlien  the  Attorney-Genera^ 
on  the  ride  of  ranovaL  This  dasufloatlon  was 
correct,  and  notorious,  and  onght  to  exempt 
an  hoawable  man,  if  any  thing  conld  exempt 
him,  from  the  imputation  of  being  a  mere  in- 
stmment  in  a  great  transaction  of  which  be 
was  a  prime  counsellor.  The  fact  is,  he  had 
long  since,  in  bis  character  of  legal  adviser  to 
the  President,  advised  the  removal  of  these  de- 
posits; and  when  Buddenly  and  unexpectedly 
called  upon  to  take  the  office  which  would  make 
it  his  duty  to  act  upon  his  own  advice,  he  ac- 
cepted it  from  the  single  sense  of  honor  and 
duty,  and  that  he  might  not  seem  to  desert  the 
Preudent  in  flinching  firom  the  performanoe  of 
whathehadTeQomnvBikded.  His  personal  honor 
was  clean;  his  personal  oondnotmagnanimona; 
his  offioial  deeds  wonU  abide  the  test  of  law 
and  truth. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  would  make  short  work  of 
long  accusations,  and  demolish  in  three  minutes 
what  had  been  concocting  for  three  months,  and 
delivering  for  ttiree  days  ih  the  Senate.  He 
wonld  dui  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  cer- 
tain clanses  of  law,  and  certun  treasury  in- 
structions, which  bad  been  left  out  of  view,  bat 
which  were  decisive  of  the  accusation  against 
the  Secretary.  The  first  was  the  oiause  in  the 
bank  charter  which  invested  the  Secretary  with 
the  power  tranritaring  the  public  fhnds  from 
place  to  idaoe.  It  was  the  16th  section  of  tiie 
diarter;  he  wonld  read  it.  It  enacted  that 
whenever  required  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  the  bank  should  give  the  necessary 
facilities  for  transferring  the  public  fbnda  from 
place  to  place,  within  the  United  States,  or  ter- 
ritories thereof;  and  for  distributing  the  same 
in  payment  of  the  public  creditors,  &c. 

Here  is  authority  to  the  Secretary  to  truisfer 
tlie  public  moneys  from  place  to  place,  limited 
only  by  the  bounds  of  the  United'  Scatra  and 
its  territories ;  and  this  clause  of  three  lines  of 
law  puts  to  flight  all  the  nonsense  about  the 
United  Statea  Bank  being  the  treasury,  and  the 
Treasnrer  beii^  the  kei^  of  tiie  public  mmi- 
eys,  with  which  some  polidotaas  and  news- 
p^r  writers  have  been  worrying  th^  bnlns 
for  tiie  last  three  months.  In  virtue  of  tida 
clause,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  gave  cer- 
tain transfer  drafts  to  the  amount  of  two  mil- 
Hods  and  a  quarter ;  and  his  legal  right  to  |^ve 
the  dnft  wu  Just  u  dear,  under  this  danse  ot 
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the  bank  obarter,  as  fais  right  to  remoTe  the  de- 
podts  was  under  another  clause  of  it.  The 
transfer  is  made  hj  draft ;  a  payment  out  of  the 
treasury  is  made  upon  a  warrant ;  and  the  dif- 
ference between  a  transfer  draft  and  a  trea&nry 
warrant  was  a  thing  necessarjr  to  be  known  by 
eveiy  man  who  aspired  to  the  iUamiDiding  of 
a  notion,  or  even  to  the  iroderBtandiiur  (Mf  htm- 
Mlf.  To  make  this  clear,  Mr.  B.  read  extraota 
from  the  treasary  instmctionB  to  banks  of  de- 
posit  In  1829,  and  fnm  certain  letters  from  the 
Treasarer  of  the  United  States  to  the  oaahler  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  Uie  month  of 
November  last,  which  wonld  justify  the  issne 
at  the  transfer  drafts,  and  quiet  ^e  alarms  uf 
all  those  who  thooght  the  Treasurer  had  for- 
feited the  penalty  of  his  bond,  and  the  Secretary 
had  violated  the  clause  of  the  constitation  which 
forbids  money  to  be  drawn  from  the  treasury 
racept  upon  warrants  and  under  appropriation 
laws.  They  would  show  that  the  transfer 
drafts  were  not  warrants ;  that  they  drew 
notiiing  &om  the  treasary,  but  mad*  a  treas- 
ury in  every  place  into  which  they  oanied 
money,  within  the  limits  of  the  United  SMea 
or  its  territories,  whether  there  was  a  branch 
of  the  United  States  Bank  there  or  not 

[Here  Mr.  B.  read  the  Treasury  inatmctloiu  in 
Behtion  to  the  traosfiMr  drafts  to  wUch  he  bad  re- 
ferred.] 

After  reading  these  extracts,  Ur.  B.  took  a 
position,  and  defied  all  attacks  to  dislodge  him 
from  it.  It  was  this :  That  a  warrant  for  the 
payment  of  money  out  of  the  treasury  must,  in 
addition  to  other  requinteit,  be  countersigaed  by 
the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasuiy ;  and  bank 
is  forbidden  to  paj,  and  p^s  at  Its  peril,  any 
warrant  not  so  oonntersigned.  The  traimrfbr 
draft  is  not  so  countersigned ;  the  Comptroller 
does  not  so  countersign  it ;  yet  ^  Bank  of  the 
United  States  paid  ^ese  drafts,  to  the  amount 
of  two  millions  and  a  quarter,  without  the 
eountersigning  of  the  Comptroller,  and,  in  bo 
doing,  admitted  that  the  money  was  not  drawn 
ont  of  the  treasary.  This  was  concludve,  and 
put  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  the  posi- 
tion of  coutradicting  itself  and  contradicting 
all  its  advocates,  in  the  assumption  that  the 
bank  is  the  treasury, 

Hr.  B.  took  a  further  view  of  what  he  called 
the  new-fangled  conception  that  the  Bank  of 
the  United  Statea  was  the  treasary  of  the  United 
Btatea.  It  followed,  from  that  doctrine,  that 
niiere  there  was  no  branch  of  the  United  States 
Bank  there  could  be  no  treasury,  and  no  public 
moneys.  Kow,  six  orei^t  Statraof  this  Union 
had  no  branch ;  the  three  Teiritwies  had  none ; 
by  consequence,  no  public  money  could  be  sent 
to  those  States  and  Territories.  Again:  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  was  not  obliged  to 
estabHsh  a  branch  in  a  single  State,  only  in  the 
district  of  Columbia ;  so  tnat  if  she  withdraw 
her  branches,  no  public  money  could  be  kept 
except  in  Philadelphia  and  Washington.  He 
traced  the  origin  of  this  assomption,  that  the 


[SnuTB. 

bank  was  the  treasnry,  to  the  great  measure 
introduced  hy  President  Jackson  in  the  fii-st 
year  of  his  sdmlnistration  for  the  protection  of 
the  treasury,  which  was,  that  tbts  treasury 
warrant  should  be  filed  in  the  bank  which  paid 
the  money.  Before  that  time,  the  Treasurer 
iasned  bis  check  on  the  bank  for  the  money, 
and  it  was  paid  on  bis  single  check ;  since  then, 
three  other  names  must  go  to  the  bank  with 
his;  to  wit:  that  of  the  0<Hnptndler,  that  of 
the  Bolster,  and  that  of  tiie  Seoretaiy  of  the 
Treasnry ;  and  this  formed  the  tme  defence  and 
security  of  the  treasury.  The  Treasurer's 
bond  for  $150,000  was  nothing  to  a  man  who 
would  check  for  thirty  millions  in  a  year. 
President  Jackson,  in  the  first  months  of  his 
sdministration,  supplying  the  deficiencies  of  all 
his  predecessors,  applied  the  tme  remedy; 
Secretary  Ingham  wrote  the  circular;  he 
(Mr.  B.)  had  read  extracts  from  it;  it  did 
high  honor  to  the  new  administration.  It 
pat  the  treasary  beyond  the  reach  of  being 
figured  by  any  Treasorer.  The  Treasurer's 
obeek  ooold  not  now  draw  one  dollar  withoot 
three  other  names  npon  it,  and  the  filing  of  tiie 
warrant  nnder  the  seal  of  the  treasury.  The 
bank  is  now  to  see  the  warrant,  and  to  hold  it; 
and  because  this  warrant  was  formerly  retained 
by  the  Treasarer,  the  bank  thinks  itself  the 
treasury,  because  for  six  years  it  has  had  the 
treasury  warrants,  instead  of  the  Treasurer's 
check.  Mr.  B.  here  commented  upon  the 
strangeness  of  fortune  that  President  Jackson, 
who  was  the  only  President  who  hod  devised 
a  true  and  impregnable  safeguard  for  the  treas- 
ury, should  be  chained  for  seizing  i^  and  his 
conduct  compared  to  that  of  Ciesar  in  piUa^ng 
the  gold  which  Pompey,  the  Consuls,  and  the 
Senate,  were  silly  enough  to  leave  behind  in 
the  temple  of  Jupiter  when  they  fled  tcom 
Rorae. 

Mr.  B.  held  that  tiie  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
nry was  now  acquitted ;  that  the  Treasurer 
himself  was  freed  from  the  penalties  of  the  act 
of  1789 ;  that  both  were  found  to  be  borne  out 
by  law ;  and  he  regretted  that  these  officers 
had  not  had  an  opportunity  of  showing  to  their 
accusers  and  judges  the  difference  between  a 
treasury  warrant  and  a  transfer  draft,  before 
sentence  of  condemnation  had  be«n  passed  npon 
them  for  mere  defect  ai  that  knowledge. 

Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  the  second  of  the  reeo- 
lutions ;  and,  to  avoid  all  questions  about  coder, 
he  took  leave  to  give  notice  that  he  shoold,  at 
the  proper  time,  move  an  amendment  to  that 
resolution,  namely,  to  strike  it  all  oat,  and  to 
substitute  another  of  a  different  import. 

He  considered  this  second  resolution  to  be 
ill^al,  fbtile,  mi  nugatory.  Illegal,  tjecsuse  it 
assumed  an  appeUate  jurisdiction  over  the  act 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  a  case  in 
which  no  right  of  appeal  had  been  reserved  to 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress  in  their  joint  legis- 
lative capacity,  much  less  to  the  Senate  alone. 
The  act  of  the  Secretary  is  definitive.  His 
report  to  Confess  is  fbr  thdr  inibnnaticHi,  not 
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for  their  revision.  The  ooDdemDBtion  of  his 
reasons  by  either,  or  both  Hooses  of  Congress, 
caQDot  restore  the  deporits,  or  alter  their  desti- 
nation. It  will  rcqoure  a  law,  or  a  jmnt  reso- 
lation,  to  do  that. 

The  resolution  was  illegal,  in  assuming  a 
jarisdictjoD  over  a  subject  of  which  the  Senate 
had  no  cognizance.  It  was  a  single  resolntion, 
and  could  not  legally  be  oonununicated  to  the 
House  of  Representatives.  It  was  futile  and 
nugatory,  in  leading  to  no  action  or  practical 
result  It  declared  a  naked  proponbon,  but 
indicated  no  oonseqaenoe  restdting  fiwm  Ik  It 
declared  the  Secretary's  reasons  to  be  insi^- 
ficient  and  unsatisfactory;  but  did  not  say 
what  was  to  be  done  with  the  Secretary,  or 
with  the  deponts,  if  the  Senate  found  them  to 
be  BO.  He  would  still  remain  Secretary,  and 
the  public  moneys  would  still  remain  removed, 
whether  the  resolution  was  passed  or  rejected 
by  the  Senate.  The  mover  seemed  to  foresee 
this  objection,  and  to  understand  the  nnparliar 
mentary  character  of  bis  resolution,  when  he 
alluded  to  the  effect  which  its  adoption  miffat 
have  apm  the  publio  mind.  He  {llr.  B.)  denied 
that  the  Senate  was  theplaee  to  adopt  batren 
resolntions  for  popular  «£»ot  He  doubted  the 
propriety  of  the  trisl,  and  the  snooess  <Mr  the 
experiment  He  remembered  a  case  in  which 
the  Senate's  condemnation  had  been  the  high- 
est passport  to  public  favor ;  and  it  might  be 
that  a  vote  on  this  resolution  in  favor  of  the 
bank  might  be  equally  iiiq>rofitalde  to  the 
Senate  which  gave  it,  and  to  the  bonk  whi<^ 
received  it 

Hr.  B.  Bud,  that,  having  got  rid  of  the  oot^ 
works  which  impeded  his  progress,  he  would 
arrive  at  the  main  point,  and  take  up  the  sub- 
ject which  was  more  immediately  before  the 
Senate.  For  the  sake  of  avoiding  questions 
about  order,  he  would  give  notioe  that  he 
should  sabmit,  at  the  proper  time,  a  motion  in 
amendment  ci  the  second  reeolatirai  under  dis- 
eosoon,  which  amendment  should  be  strictly 
appropriate,  and  naturally  flowing  from  the 
course  of  the  argument  he  should  follow. 
And  first,  he  would  take  leave  to  read  a  paper 
replete  with  facts  and  sentiments  applicable 
to  the  present  attitude  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  and  the  Grovemment  of  the 
United  States,  though  written  thirty  years 
ago,  and  a  reference  to  which  he  should  have 
frequent  occasion  to  make.  It  was  part  of  a 
letter  from  the  great  ap<Mtie  q£  American  liber- 
ie (Mr.  Jeffiuwn)  to  Albert  Gallatin. 

[Mr.  EAin,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  B.,  read 
iSba  paper.] 

This  brief  extract,  Mr.  B.  said,  soared  above 
party  pditica,  uid  averred  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  to  be  hostile  to  the  prindples  and 
to  the  form  of  our  constitution;  an  assertion 
which  would  be  proved  to  be  true  in  the  course 
of  this  debate.  It  recommended  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  while  they  were  strong,  to 
provide  for  the  safety  of  their  constitution,  and 
to  bring  the  great  enemy  of  their  Mbertiy  nnder 


subordination  to  the  law,  and  to  do  it  by  de- 
priving bim  of  the  publio  deposits,  and  thus 
reducing  him  to  a  level  with  State  banks. 

He  would  now  take  up  one  of  the  reasons 
for  removing  the  deposi^  whicii  had  become 
infinitely  stronger  since,  for  not  restoring  them. 
It  was  the  expansion  and  contraction  of  cur- 
rency. This  was  the  vice  of  all  banks,  es- 
pecially powerful  ones,  such  as  the  Bank  of 
England  and  that  of  the  United  States.  To 
make  fortunes  for  individoals  connected  with 
the  bank — to  &vor  gamblers  in  the  stocks— 
was  generally  the  object  of  these  expansions 
and  contractions ;  but  political  ends  were  some- 
times the  main  object,  and  the  aoqmsitioa  of 
fortunes  a  secondary  and  subaltern  one.  Ono^ 
in  a  certain  number  of  years,  the  cycle  for  these 
operations  came  on  in  iki^and,  and  was  always 
attended  with  the  makug  aiod  breaking  of 
many  fortunes. 

The  last  operation  of  the  kind  in  England 
was  performed  in  1624-'25,  and  Mr.  Baring,  who 
gave  an  account  of  it  in  the  British  House  of 
Commons,  described  t^e  efiect  to  be  such,  that 
many  milUont  changed  hands,  and  men  who^  in 
a  regular  tndn  of  buriness,  could  have  wound 
np  with  a  dear  estate  of  two  hundred  thousand 
pounds  sterling,  were  left  paupers  on  the  hands 
of  the  parish.  It  was  done  by  pouring  out  a 
flood  of  paper,  lending  money  to  everybody, 
then  calling  all  in,  and  lending  mon^  to  nobo<^ 
but  the  favorites  of  tiie  bank.  This  operation, 
Mr.  B.  sud,  had  been  thfee  times  performed 
in  the  United  States  by  the  present  bank :  first, 
in  1818-'19,  from  mercenary  motives,  to  gamble 
in  the  stocks,  and  riot  on  the  distresses  of  the 
country,  and  to  make  fortunes  for  the  directors 
and  their  friends ;  once,  in  18Sl-'82,  to  effect  a 
pc^iUcal  object  when  nearly  thirty  millions  of 
loans  were  made  in  a  fow  months,  and  suddenly 
called  tor  at  the  appearance  of  the  bank  veto 
message;  but  the  hiqtpy  termination  of  the 
presidential  election  stopped  the  progrea 
the  contraction,  and  gave  the  community  time 
to  breathe.  The  removal  of  the  depouts  was 
the  next  great  occasion ;  and,  for  tiie  oontrao- 
tion  and  pressure  at  that  time  the  bank  b^an 
to  prepare  as  soon  as  it  was  asoertuned  that 
the  removal  would  be  made.  This  was  early 
in  the  last  summer.  Many  circumstances,  grow- 
ing out  of  the  state  of  the  ooontry,  and  the 
legislation  of  Congress,  favored  the  operation. 
The  shortened  crraits  on  the  revenue  bonds 
was  about  to  take  effect ;  the  cash  payments  on 
a  part  d  the  imports  camo  into  phqr  at  tlie 
same  time.  A  great  acoamulation  of  rerenne 
on  hand,  which  made  large  balances  against 
other  banks,  in  whose  notes  mnoh  of  is  was 
paid.  All  this  made  of  themselves  an  un- 
usually lar^  demand  for  money  in  the  com- 
mercial cities  toward  the  close  of  the  year. 
The  bank  took  advantage  of  these  circuinatances 
to  make  her  contraction  the  more  violent  upon 
the  community.  They  prepared  for  it  in  secret 
for  several  months  b^orehand.  The  first  great 
measure  was  to  accumnlate  bills  of  exchange  in 
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Hie  AtJaDtio  cities,  payable  at  a  brief  date,  and 
aU  ftJJing  dae  aboot  the  same  time,  Fot  tilie 
pnrpoBe  a  resdatioo  was  pasMd  q»plioable  to 
the  "five  western  brancnea,"  as  they  were 
called,  of  the  most  insnltiog,  degrading,  and 
ii^nrioas  nature.  They  were  forbidden  to  por- 
chftse  bills  of  ezobange,  except  payable  in  one  <^ 
the  Atlantic  dties,  and  with  not  more  than  ninety 
days  to  mn.  This  extraordinary  fact  and  extra- 
ordinary resolation  was  oommnnicated  to  Con- 
gress in  the  report  of  the  Government  direotors. 
which  bad  been  printed,  and  was  now  a  psrt  of 
our  docmnents.  It  would  be  foand  at  page  SI  of 
the  original  report.  Mr.  B.  called  npon  any 
member  who  stood  in  a  relation  to  know  the 
secrets  of  the  bank  to  accouot  for  Hits  extra- 
ordinary reaolnti(»j,  which  prevented  the  western 
banks  from  deaUn^in  exchange  with  one  another, 
or  ^Ting  any  wtizen  a  bill  in  one  branch  for 
his  money  at  the  place  where  another  was,  or 
taking  from  aft  exporter  of  western  prodace,  or 
ft  drover,  a  bill  payable  in  Hew  Orleans  or 
Charleston.  Be  wished  to  hear  a  reason;  to 
Ikim  the  otgect  stood  revealed — it  was  to  make 
a  great  aocomolation  of  these  bills  in  Kew  York, 
Philadelphia,  and  Baltimore,  towards  the  close 
of  the  year,  and  tJins  to  increase  the  demand 
among  the  mm^hants  for  money  in  those 
places,  at  the  rery  moment  that  the  bank 
intended  to  deny  them  all  wd,  and  was  to 
press  diem  tor  former  debts.  Tlie.next  great 
act  of  preparation  on  the  part  of  the  bank  was 
incredible  and  diabdical— it  was  to  dishonor 
its  distant  branch  bank  notes  at  tiiat  time,  and 
tiraa  render  as  tmavulable  as  possible  the 
masses  of  those  notes  which  might  be  on  hand, 
Mr.  B.  regretted  that  he  had  to  allnde  to  this 
act  withont  the  proofo  in  hand.  They  had  been 
called  for,  and  famished,  and  were  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  printer^  and  would  be  osed  by 
him  on  a  future  occasion ;  and  he  trusted  that 
a  proceeding  would  be  had  which  would  put 
the  bank  liefore  a  tribunal  where  the  history  of 
this  incredible  transaction  would  be  brought 
to  l^bt  He  aUnded  to  a  setrs  Jbeiat  for  the 
violaaon  of  the  ehartw.  He  said  that  the 
notes  of  the  branohes  had  been  dishonored  at 
"Sew  Yorl^  at  Baltimore,  and  at  Mobile,  about 
the  same  time ;  and  that  time,  in  the  crisis  of 
this  contraction,  and  with  such  similarity  of 
circumstances,  as  to  annoance  that  all  was  done 
with  the  connivance,  if  not  with  the  orders,  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  He  denied  that 
there  was  any  possible  assignable  reason  for 
dishonoring  the  distant  branch  notes  at  this 
time.  The  bulk  was  full  of  specie,  five  millions 
more  than  it  had  in  1882,  at  which  time'it  con- 
adered  about  riz  nuUions  to  be  enough,  and 
the  preddent  of  the  bank  treated  as  a  more 
surplus  about  five  milUons,  which  had  been 
parted  in  a  few  months,  the  greater  part 
being  sold  to  France  and  England.  Yet  they 
were  reftised  for  near  a  week  in  New  York, 
till  the  cadiier  of  the  branch  could  first  write, 
and  then  fly,  in  peraon,  to  liie  mother  bank,  to 
get  leave  to  rewive  them,  perh^w  about  mtj 
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thonaand  dcdiars;  reftued  the  same  way  in 
BahSmwe^  nntil  a  Uke  oommunioataon  could  be 
had  with  the  mother  bank ;  and  reflued  abso- 
lutely, and  without  ej^huuticm,  at  the  bank  in 
Mobile,  which  was  too  ^stant  to  communicate 
with  the  mother  bank.  Mr.  B.  said  that  he 
stated  these  facts  frron  a  mere  sight  of  the 
letters  which  proved  them;  the  proof  woidd 
be  before  the  Senate  soon,  and  he  ^oald  en- 
deavor to  fix  public  attention  upon  a  transaction 
which  he  might  qualify  as  diabolical  and  infer- 
nal. The  result  of  the  whole  was,  that,  when 
all  these  circumstances  growing  out  of  the  state 
of  the  country  had  made  an  unusual  demand 
for  money,  when  the  bank  had  increased  that 
demand  by  an  extraordinary  aocnmalatlon  of 
hills  of  exchange,  the  oontraetloa  was  com- 
menced at  the  rate  of  several  millions  a  month, 
indading  the  bills  at  ninety  duns,  and  at  the 
moment  their  own  distant  bank  notes  would 
have  become  unavdlable  in  the  hands  of  ^e 
holders,  if  it  had  not  lieen  for  the  energy  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  coerced  the 
payment  of  the  branch  notes,  by  those  cele- 
brated transfer  drafts,  for  about  two  millions 
and  a  quarter,  the  view  of  which,  and  tlie  fear 
of  more  to  follow,  compeUed  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  to  relax  ner  policy,  permit  her 
branch  notes  to  be  received  as  usuu,  and  thns 
saved  the  oommnnity  trtm  the  shook  of  an 
muxmvertible  currency. 

Mr.  B.  had,  he  satd,  akeady  demonstrated 
that  the  present  pressure  in  the  money  market 
was  not  only  unnecessary,  but  wanton.  Ho 
would  now  proceed  to  prove  that  the  curtAil- 
ment,  so  reprebenrible  in  itself,  was  conducted 
in  a  manner  which  was  illegal,  and  violated 
the  charter  of  the  bank ;  and,  in  uie  next  place, 
he  would  prove  that  the  curtailment  was  un- 
equal and  partial  in  its  character  and  operation. 
He  hoped  that  he  fully  felt  the  responsibility 
which  he  undertook  in  making  charges  against 
any  individuals,  or  bodies  corporate  out  of  this 
House ;  and  it  was  from  the  thorongh  convic- 
ticm  that  what  he  asserted  conld  w  proved, 
that  he  was  induced  to  bring  forward  tliese 
charges ;  andj  moreover,  it  was  his  intention  to 
^ve  the  United  States  Bank  a  fUr  and  fhll 
opportunity  to  vindicate  itself  from  the  charges, 
if  they  were  unfounded. 

First,  the  mode  of  curtailment  was  illegal. 
He  repeated  the  words  of  the  charter,  stating 
that  the  business  of  the  bank  conld  not  be 
transacted  by  less  than  seven  directors,  one  of 
whom  should  be  the  president.  Those  being 
the  words,  he  held  that  the  curtailment  of 
twelve  millions  in  five  months  was  a  portion  of 
that  business  which  could  be  legally  transacted 
only  by  a  board  of  directors.  How,  dr,  here 
is  a  paper  that  has  come  before  ns  as  a  pablio 
document,  and  may  be  taken  as  evidence  <tf  the 
truth  of  what  it  contains  Ull  it  is  contradicted. 
[Mr.  B.  then  read  from  the  memorial  of  the 
Government  directors  a  paragraph,  and  tlien 
said:] 

This,  sir,  ahowa  that  the  eortMlmait  was  not 
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made  hj  the  bmrd  of  dlracton,  nor  even  hj  a 
oommiuee  upptrinted  bj  tbe  bcttrd,  but  by  the 
prerident.  Tea,  tAr,  this  raomioDs  preaaitre, 
which  vat  to  bear  upon  tbe  whole  community, 
was  the  work  of  one  single  indivldnal.  It  up- 
pears  that  tbe  remoral  of  the  depoMts  being  gop- 
poaed  to  be  probable,  the  bank  began  to  take 
steps  to  meet  it,  as  early  as  Ifaj  or  Jane,  by 
onrt^ing  its  bnsinesa. 

The  Oovenunent  directors  give  ns  an  aooonnt, 
in  a  DarratiTo  of  sereral  pages,  of  the  steps 
taken  to  get  at  the  rednoUon  to  be  made.  He 
read,  first,  an  of  the  board,  in  May,  dlrect- 
ing  a  eomndttee  to  report  a  plan  of  onrtaihnent ; 
and  be  xeiiMrked,  so  far,  so  good.  That  reso- 
lution he  hddto  be  a  wiae  one,  hot  that  was  by 
the  board,  and  was  legal.  He  read  the  resoln- 
tion  of  the  18th  of  Angnst,  and  the  wbde  his- 
tory ct  tiie  onrt^lment,  fl^  the  report  ot  the 
Ooremment  directors.  * 

[Here  Ifr.  B.  read  extrscta  £roiii  the  report  to 
■how  thst  tbe  moneyed  powers  of  tbe  bsnk,  ewfided 
by  the  charter  to  a  Board  of  Directors,  oerer  to  be 
leM  tbtQ  one^ialf  of  the  whole  number,  had  beeo 
delegated  to  an  exchange  committee,  of  wUoh  the 
president  of  the  bank  was  tx^fido  one,  and  that 
he  did  the  business  of  tbe  eommittee  Umself; 
■skiBg  great  enrtdhnsuts  on  the  bnshMss  efHama* 
nity  to  create  distress,  and  enoimoos  loans  to 
friends  and  ftTorites~9lOO,000  to  one  iodlvtdaal, 
and  11,100,000  contlnaed  to  another  for  two 
years :  and  reiAarked  npon  them  to  show  tbe  wan- 
ton, wicked,  and  corrupt  dedgn  of  tbe  curtailment 
and  presiare  which  the  bank  was  making.] 

Although  the  board  had  the  same  day  refhsed 
the  psfier  of  good  men,  merchants  in  the  <»ty, 
<ai  ttie  12th  day  of  Aogost,  when  the  cartail- 
ment  was  in  foil  operation,  tbe  exchange  com- 
mittee, withoot  the  authority  of  the  board,  di»- 
connted  one  hnndred  tbonsand  dollars  to  an 
iodiTidual,  and  refused  the  business  paper  of 
mercantile  men,  though  well  endorsed.  He 
h&ld  diat  it  was  an  Improper  partiality,  at  the 
very  moment  when  the  screws  were  turning 
on  the  merchants  of  Philadelphia,  to  make  such 
a  loan  to  an  iudlTidnal.  Who  was  that  iodi- 
Tidual !  He  figures  at  the  head  of  a  memorial 
praying  for  the  restor^on  <tf  the  deponts.  He 
was  one  of  those  who  were  busy  in  getting  up 
public  meetingB  and  /ac^mile  memorials  in 
utTor  of  tiie  restoration  of  the  deposits,  which 
were  to  be  repeated,  in  showers,  from  every 
part  of  the  country,  like  the  memorials  which, 
two  years  ago,  we  had  in  favor  of  the  reneval 
of  the  charter.  Could  any  thing  be  a  more 
remarkable  evidence  of  favoritism  and  par- 
tiality, than  this  screwing  of  one  part  of  the 
community  with  one  hand,  and,  with  the  other, 
pouring  out  &vors  upon  those  who  were  to  aid 


•  Uumn.  Heiu7  D.  Qtttin,  D.  BnniTaa,  Peter  Wa- 
gwaadU^Hoiadwr. 


the  bank  in  getttng  npaxoitenwnts^  nAModb^ 
memorials  to  OoDgraaa? 
Hr.  B.  readagdn: 

"  Another  instance  wu  lately  exhibited  of  the 
InjusUce  arising  (torn  this  nnlinuted  and  farsspon- 
■Ible  power  m  the  committee  on  exchann.  The 
policy  adopted  by  the  board  has  cmosed  curtail- 
menU  In  tbe  loans  to  the  community  to  a  great  ex- 
tent. These  ought  at  least  to  be  general  in  tli^ 
operation.  Tet  on  a  loan  for  a  very  large  sum, 
secured  on  stock,  being  ofllired  for  renewd  on  the 
eth  of  Novsmbsr,  sll  rsdocUrai  was  rsfoasd,  on  Ih* 
ground  that  It  had  been  oci^naUy  made  by  (be 
coBiaittee  on  exebaage,  some  yean  before,  for  an 
hideflnile  period,  and  that  the  fUtb  of  tbe  bank 
was,  therefore,  pledged  for  Its  contionanee.  Theao 
resolutions,  passed  three  jrears  since,  at  a  time 
when  there  was  great  iU)uodance  of  money,  'aa> 
thorised  the  committee  on  exchange  to  loan  large 
sums  on  approved  collateral  securities.*  Assuming, 
hj  virtue  of  these,  a  power  which  we  believe  the 
board  never  intended  to  confer,  tbe;  have  thus  en* 
tered,  it  seems,  into  contracts  wbkh  will  extend  to 
the  termination  of  the  charter,  If  not  beyond  it. 
These  contracts,  too,  so  ftr  as  we  can  lewn,  were 
not  reduced  to  wiidng ;  In  &et,  tbe  notes  tliem- 
selves  were  drawn  at  tbe  usual  dioit  periods.  U  ia 
now  at  least  apparent  that  tbsse  nroeesdlngi  were 
at  varisnce  with  tlie  tme  policy  m  tbe  InsUtntlMii 
and  that  they  tqwrated  unequally  on  the  eoonm^ 
nity,  whose  interests  ooj^t  to  be  impartially  om^ 
suited." 

The  name  of  this  individual  waa  not  given ; 
bot  there  were  oircumstanoea  which  would 
enable  him  (Mr.  B.)  to  identify  him.  The  com- 
mittee appointed  two  years  ago,  to  investigat* 
the  affairs  of  the  bank,  reported  that  a  loan  oi 
eleven  hundred  thousand  dollars  was  made  at 
one  Ume  to  a  broker,  who  was  a  relative  of 
the  president  of  the  bank ;  a  loan,  too^  for  aa 
indennito  term  of  years,  and  at  five  per  oeot* 
interest.  This,  sir,  was  tha  iMn  on  wUeh  no 
redncUon  waa  to  be  made ;  a  loan  ataudin^  at 
five  per  cent.,  when  the  merchanta  were  driven 
to  the  brokers  for  money  at  exwbitant  |m- 
miums  to  maintun  thmr  oredit  There  waa  aa 
entire  class  of  debtors  to  the  bank,  who  were 
not  subjected  at  all  to  the  curtailment;  bob 
they  were  politicians  and  fHends,  luid  men  who 
were  busy  m  getting  up  meetings,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  producing  that  instantaneoos  octioa 
which  was  to  restore  the  deposits  to  tbe  bank, 
without  auy  examination  into  the  truth  of  tha 
charges  made  against  iL 

I  U-ast,  Mr.  President,  (oontinned  Mr.  B.,) 
that  I  have  now  made  out  uw  case  of  iUegaUtTf 
partiality,  favoritism,  and  vicdation  of  Uie  chsir- 
tor,  upon  the  testimony  of  a  dooumeut  which 
would  stand  before  na,  and  before  the  American 
people,  as  true,  until  it  should  be  disproved. 
He  would  not  go  fiirther  into  the  instances  of 
favoritism :  they  were  abundant,  but  time  for- 
bade the  detdl. 

He  wished  now  to  say  a  word  of  the  meet- 
ings everywhere  getting  up  to  influence  Con- 
neea  on  the  subject  of  the  deposits — to  oojerce 
ttieir  iostantaneons  restoration."  He  had  ob- 
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Mmd  tbat  nwrabuitt  w«re  often  eog^ged  in 
these  meetiDgs.    Allow  me  to  ny,  dr,  that 

taj  historical  reading,  and  my  profeaBional  stud- 
ies, have  led  me  to  entertain  an  exalted  opinion, 
and  high  reqwct  for  merchants  aa  a  body.  He 
need  not  go  ba<^  to  the  middle  ages,  when  mer- 
f^uints  were  the  founders  of  States,  and  raised 
the  free  cities  of  Italy  to  a  level  wiui  kingdoms 
and  empires.  He  would  refer  to  the  merdiants 
of  England  and  America,  who  had  a  potential 
TOioe  with  stateanen  in  all  matters  of  finance 
and  oommerce.  The  opinions  of  snch  men, 
wbenever  expressed,  wonld  cMnmand  from  him 
rameet  and  deftnnee;  bat  to  maintain  their 
right  to  that  lenieot  aiid  deftrmce,  they  most 
express  the  opinions  of  merchants  and  not  of 
political  partisans.  Their  meetings  must  be 
those  of  merchants,  in  which  they  speak  and 
act  for  themselves,  and  not  the  meetings  of 
lawyers  and  politicians,  in  which  the  merchants 
made  no  flgare.  In  snob  meetings  the  voice 
eoming  from  merchants  was  lost;  it  is  their 
own  fantt,  for  merging  their  own  high  character 
in  that  of  faction.  The  heat  and  pasmon  of  a 
political  meeting  was  not  their  theatre,  when 
they  wished  to  enl^hten  the  ooancils  of  the 
nation  in  matters  of  finance  and  oommerce ; 
and  tbey  most  not  tjiink  it  amiss  if  they  diared 
the  fiite  of  th^r  eompany,  and  law  their  opin- 
ions DO  better  treated  uan  those  of  lawyers 
and  partisan  politicians.  Hr.  B.  then  descanted, 
with  some  keenness,  npon  tiie  fao-»imile  meet- 
ings which  were  getting  np  all  over  the  United 
States,  and  adopting  resolutions  bearing  the 
impress  of  the  same  mint  to  ooeroe  Congress 
Into  **  immediate  action."  He  treated  the 
motiTes  of  such  meetings  with  considerable 
levity ;  made  some  cuts  at  lawyers  and  pollti- 
cnans,  who  could  decide  all  the  points  connected 
vrith  the  immense  question  of  removing  and 
nstorii^  the  public  deposits,  without  evidence, 
withoat  foots,  without  nearing  but  a  small  piece 
of  one  side  tlw  question,  and  then  put  forth 
their  resolves  to  govern  the  opinion  of  the 
country.  He  ttoA  he  should  not  pay  much 
recant  to  snch  sudden  verdicts,  although  they 
m^t  be  communicated  by  a  procession  of 
gownmen  who  should  make  a  circuit  rouud  the 
^ty,  like  the  soldiers  of  Joshua  round  the  walls 
of  Jericho,  and  deliver  their  resolves  in  a  blast 
of  rams^  horns  loud  enouglh  to  blow  down  the 
walls  of  the  Oapitol. 

The  pressure  in  the  money  market,  Mr.  B. 
aridf  was  a  prevailing  topic  in  all  these  resolu- 
tions and  memorials  sent  to  Oooeress ;  but  the 
framers  of  those  resolutions  bad  no  access  to 
tbe  great  Acts  which  showed  the  conduct  of 
12m  iMuk  in  creating  that  pressnre.  They  knew 
nothing  olt  the  order  of  restriotiion  npon  the 
western  branchee ;  the  oraoerted  aocumolation 
of  bills  of  exchange  in  the  Atlan^  cities ;  the 
extension  of  new  loans  to  old  favorites;  the 
refosal  to  curtail  friends,  relations^  and  politi- 
4Hana;  the  immense  amount  of  specie — five  mil- 
Hons  more  than  the  present  of  the  hank 
deemed  a  anfficieney  two  yean  ago ;  and  above 


all,they  knew  nothing  of  the  secret  order,  or  eon- 
nivance,  from  the  bank  to  its  principal  bruiehee 
to  tefnse  to  receive  the  notes  of  their  die* 
tant  sister  branches ;  and  that  the  txansfer  drafta, 
acaii^st  which  so  much  doiunciadon  was  direct- 
ed, were  the  sole  cause  of  compdling  the  bank 
to  honor  its  own  branch  paper,  and  were  put 
into  the  hands  of  the  depout  banks  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  being  used,  upon  condition  tiiat  the 
institntion  should  reftise  its  brandi  paper,  or 
wanbmly  oppress  the  community  by  unnecessary 
curtailments.  Hen  acting  in  ignorance  of  tSl 
these  things,  said  Ur.  B.,  mustnotbeartouished 
if  those  who  do  know  tliem  dioold  attaoh  bat 
little  weight  to  th^  elaborate  resolationa. 

A  great  issue,  said  Hr.  B.,  la  made  up,  and 
betwem  great  parties,  and  greatly  affbctihg  the 

f roperty  and  liberty  of  the  American  people, 
t  fs  an  issue  of  fact.  It  is  whether  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  has  unnecessarily  curtailed 
its  debts,  aud  oppressed  the  community,  and 
used  its  immense  power  over  the  money  market 
to  promote  its  own  ol^eets  at  the  present  time. 
The  issue  itself  is  a  great  one ;  the  parties  to  it 
are  eminent ;  they  are  the  Government  directors 
of  the  bank,  who  afGrm  it ;  the  Secretaiy  of 
the  Treasury,  who  assigns  it  in  his  report  on 
the  removal  of  the  deposits ;  and  tiie  President 
of  the  United  States,  who  solemnly  omnmnni- 
cates  the  foet  in  hia  annnal  Message ;  these  are 
the  parties  on  one  side :  on  tbe  other  stand  the 
m^ority  of  the  directors  of  the  bank,  denying 
the  whole.  The  Senate  has  assumed  to  try  this 
great  issne;  and  how  will  they  try  it  f  By 
entering  the  arena,  for  and  against  the  bank  I 
By  plying  like  lawyers,  and  testifying  as 
witnesses,  and  deciding  as  judges !  Will  they 
become  compurgators  for  the  bank  ?  Will  they 
enter  the  lists  as  cliampions,  and  that  in  a  case 
in  which  the  laws  of  chivalry  do  not  admit  of 
a  champion  t  for  the  bank  is  neither  a  woman 
nor  a  priest.  Will  they  convert  tbe  Senate  into 
a  i)ear  garden,  give  and  take  contradiotionsi 
have  a  dog  fight  tia  the  entertainment  of  tbe 
galleries,  and  acquit  the  bank  by  dint  of  nmn* 
bers,  without  examination,  and  without  trial  f 

Mr.  B.  held  it  to  be  imposnble  that  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States  could  go  on  in  this  way, 
but  that  they  were  hound  to  proceed  in  the 
most  solemn  manner  known  to  the  history  of 
parliainentary  proceedings,  namely,  an  examina- 
tion of  tbe  president  of  the  bank,  and  all  other 
material  witnesses,  at  tbe  bar  of  the  Senate. 
This,  he  said,  was  the  course  followed  in  Eng- 
land in  similar  coojunctures.  It  was  done  in 
the  famous  case  of  the  South  Sea  directors ; 
it  was  the  proper  course  in  all  great  national 
emergencies.  It  was  the  only  way  to  obtain  a 
PUBUO  nuAL,  such  as  the  ^ius  of  otir  oonsti- 
tution  delights  in.  Oommiltees  sat  in  aeoret ; 
the  public  did  not  see  how  the  committeea 
acted.  An  examination  at  the  bar  of  the 
Senate  would  be  an  open  and  public  procedure. 
The  people  could  judge  as  to  the  fairness  and 
fblnesB  of  the  trial ;  for  be  held  it  to  be  a  part 
of  the  eiaenoe  of  all  trials,  in  fi«e  ooDntriaa, 
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tiiat  the  conrt  ahonld  be  ofpetL,  tbat  the  people 
mtght  jadge  the  judges,  wfaile  they  judged  the 
accQsed.  Nothing  less  gave  confidence  to  the 
resolta  of  trials,  or  better  sngported  the  tribu- 
nals in  rigbteoQB  Judgments.  This  case,  above 
all  others,  demaoded  such  a  public  trial.  The 
gravity  and  enormity  of  the  accusation,  the 
dignity  of  the  parties  making  it,  the  high  trust 
of  the  parties  denying  it,  the  elevation  of  the 
tribanal  before  which  it  was  made,  and  the 
deep  interest  to  their  property  and  liberty, 
which  involved  the  whole  body  of  the  Ameri- 
can  people  in  the  most  anxious  susponse  for 
a  just  and  impartial  decision.  To  the  directors 
of  the  bank  themselves,  it  should  be  the  most 
desirable  mode  of  proceeding.  They  should 
even  demand  it  as  a  right.  It  will  give  them 
a  voice  on  this  floor.  It  will  enable  them 
to  confront  their  accnsera.  It  will  give  them 
such  a  trial  as  'American  citizens,  free,  and 
proud  of  their  freedom,  sbould  aspire  to  have — 
open,  public,  fair ;  the  Senate  for  judges,  the 
American  people  for  spectators  and  audience, 
and  ultimate  judges  over  all  concerned.  At 
the  proper  time,  thereftn^  he  (Hr.  B.)  should 
move  to  strike  oat  the  whole  of  the  second 
reaolntion  submitted  Ity  the  Senator  firom 
Eentnoky,  QSi.  Cut,)  which  undertook  to 
pronounce  judgment  without  trial,  and  to  insert 
in  place  of  it  a  rraolution  to  sammon  Nicholas 
Biddle,  president  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  snch  other  persons  as  the  Senate 
should  direct,  to  appear  at  the  bar  of  the  Senate 
at  some  short  and  convenient  day,  to  be  exam- 
ined upon  oath  as  to  the  causes  which  led  to 
the  late  large  curtulment  of  the  debts  of  the 
bank,  and  the  manner  of  conducting  that  cur- 
t^lment. 

Kr.  B.  took  np  the  next  great  reason  asdgned 
by  the  Secretary  for  removing  the  deporits; 
it  was  the  interfwenoe  of  the  bank  in  the  poli- 
tics and  elections  of  the  country.  To  this  most 
seriona  charge,  tiie  bank,  availing  itself  of  a 
mode  of  practice  known  to  some  courts,  but 
condemned  in  some  others,  puts  in  two  pleas 
of  contradictory  tenor ;  that  is  to  say,  she  pleads 
double  j  in  one  plea  denying  the  truth  of  the 
accusation  out  and  ont^  and  in  the  other  admit- 
ting it  to  be  true,  and  justifying  it.  In  a  word, 
she  pleaded  not  guilty,  and  justification.  She 
should  have  the  benefit  of  both  pleao,  mi  in  her 
own  words ;  for  he  (Mr.  B.)  would  read  them 
from  the  little  book  which  the  bank  itself  had 
prepared  and  furnished  gratis  to  all  the  members 
of  Congress,  at  the  commencement  of  the  present 
session.  He  had  reoeived  one,  wonld  make  his 
thanks  for  the  &Tor  in  dne  form,  and  now 
proceed  to  nse  it. 

[Here  Ur.  B.  read  copious  extracts  from  the  re- 
port of  the  Ooremment  directors,  showing  in  de- 
tail, and  to  whom,  enormous  sums  were  paid  for 
printing  eleetioneering  matter  for  the  bank,  and 
attack!  and  criticisms  upon  the  munbers  of  Cod- 
greai  who  opposed  the  rooharter  of  the  bank— 


[JavusTt  1884. 

among  the  rest  tiie  sum  of  $200  paid  to  a  haek 
writer  for  a  review  of  one  of  bis  (Benton's)  speeches 
against  the  recharter  of  the  bank,  (in  wtUch  the 
speecli,  of  course,  made  a  sad  figore  ;)  and  the  far- 
ther sum  of  $1,880  27,  to  a  bank  editor  for  print- 
ing "upwards  of  60,000  copies  of  tiie  sud  review," 
and  packing  and  dlstribntlng  the  aame.] 

lie.  B.  resamed :  The  bore  readuig  of  this 
statement  shows  that  the  ftmda  of  we  bai^ 

under  the  direction  of  the  president  ai  the 
bank,  have  been  used,  and  largely  used,  in 
supplying  the  public  with  electioneering  mat- 
ter. He  wonld!^  make  no  comments  npon  that 
evidence.  It  needed  none.  It  was  a  case  m 
which  tiie  truth,  in  this  modest,  unpretending 
form  of  evidence,  would  do  its  buMuess  upon 
the  understanding  without  the  tdd  of  argument 
or  illustration.  He  would  call  the  attention  of 
the  Senate  to  the  fact,  tbat  there  was  a  material 
portion  of  the  taaia  used  under  the  resolutiooa 
which  were  wh^br  unaccounted  tm.  ud  ft 
knowledge  of  which  the  Oovemmrat  direotom 
in  v^n  endeavored  to  obt^n.  It  seemed  to  b« 
a  secret-service  ftand,  such  as  the  ministers  of 
crowned  heads  had  at  tlieir  di^>osal  in  the 
European  monan^iieH,  and  which  was  to  be 
used  for  purposes  whtoh  wonld  not  bear  the 
light   A  portion  of  the  money  so  used  by  the 

{^resident  of  the  bank — the  one-fifth  part  of  it, 
or  the  United  States  owned  tiie  one-fifth  of  the 
stock — ^belonged  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States.  It  would  tiien  result  m  this :  that  while 
the  two  Houses  of  Oongresa  could  not  by  law 
even  spend  a  dollar  of  the  peopWs  money, 
without  specifying  the  olyect,  and  acoounting 
for  the  ezpwiditue,  the  same  peofde  mi^^t 
bare  thrir  money  taken  out  of  the  Bank  of  the 
:  United  States  by  the  president  of  the  liutita- 
tion,  and  applied  to  objects  unknown  and 
unknowable  to  the  people ;  unknown  and  un- 
knowable, in  fact,  to  tne  guardians  of  their 
interests,  whom  they  had  stationed  in  the  bank 
to  watch  their  moneys  for  them. 

Uust  such  a  bank  have  the  fhrther  keeping 
of  the  public  moneys  ?  Is  it  not  enough  that 
it  has  so  long  had  them  for  such  incredible 
purposes?  la  it  not  enongh  that  it  now  has 
seven  millions  of  tiie  publto  money  in  its  stock, 
which  it  wields  as  it  pleases  ?  Is  it  not  moaeh 
that  the  whole  amount  of  its  notes  are  receiv- 
able in  payment  of  tiie  pnblio  dues,  and  derive 
a  credit  and  ^^Toolatiou  from  that  oireumstanoe 
which  enables  them  to  traverse  the  continent^ 
and  pass  from  hand  to  hand,  without  c^ing  at 
the  doors  of  the  bank  for  any  part  of  that  ten 
millions  of  specie  which  lies  inactive  in  the 
vaults  of  the  bank,  while  business  men  are 
screwed  to  the  uttermost  for  the  last  dollar,  and 
running  from  broker  to  broker  to  purchase 
money  at  any  price,  or  any  brief  period  that  it 
can  be  obtained?  Is  not  all  this  enongh  for 
snch  a  bank,  thus  governed,  without  exacting 
the  use  of  the  future  deposits  for  the  two  years 
ithastoHvet 
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Mr.  B.  said  he  had  now  finished  the  view 
which  he  proposed  to  take  of  the  reasons  as- 
signed hy  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasorj'  for  the 
removal  of  the  pnblio  dcnoeits.  He  busted 
that  the  ftets  and  reaaonsThioh  hehad  Iwonght 
to  bear  apon  the  qnestiiHi,  in  addition  to  the 
intrinno  weight  and  palpaue  force  d  tiie  8eo* 
retia7*B  leasoniDg,  were  anlBdent  to  diow 
tliat  the  reasons  assigned  h;^  him  were  sofficient 
to  Justify  the  act  that  he  had  done;  at  all 
events,  that  th^  onght  not  to  be  otmdeiDmed  as 
insoffioient,  withoat  a  rigorous  investigation 
into  their  truth.  This  investigation  was  what 
he  demanded;  he  did  not  want  a  verdiot, 
either  for  or  against  the  bank,  without  a  bial. 
He  l>elieved  that  all  those  opposed  to  the  bank 
were  in  favor  of  investigation.  He  considered 
tiie  House  of  Representatives,  as  being  the 
grand  inquest  of  the  nation,  the  apiHX}^iate 
branch  of  the  Legislature  for  originating  aoen- 
aations,  and  partioolarlj  charged  wiu  tiie 
iDone]red  omoenu  of  ttie  people,  to  be  the 
proper  place  for  investigating  the  truth  of  tbe 
chaiges  against  the  institution.  He  would  pre- 
fer  that  the  whole  matter  should  be  left  in 
that  House,  which  was  now  tally  occupied  with 
,  tiie  salrjeot ;  but  the  control  of  this  suoject  was 
in  the  hands  of  the  Mends  of  the  hank,  and,  if 
thejr  would  prosecute  it  here,  he  must  demand 
investigatioQ  into  the  truth  of  the  Secretary's 
reasons  before  thej  were  condemned. 

Kr.  B.  concluded  with  moving  to  strike  out 
the  second  resolution,  and  insert  *'  That  ^cho- 
las  Biddle,  iH^ddent  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  and  — —  be  summoned  to  ^pear  at  the 

bar  of  the  Senate  on  the  day  of  ,  then 

and  there  to  be  examined  tm  oaUi,  toQelung  the 
eausee  <rf  the  late  luse  onrtailment  of  debts  due 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  man- 
ner  of  oonduoting  tiie  ssid  ourtulnient :  also,  to 
be  then  and  there  examined  touching  the  appli- 
e^on  of  the  moneys  of  the  bank  to  eleoti(meer- 
ing  and  pcditical  oltJects.** 


UoNDAT,  January  18. 
7%«  J)epo»it  QuMtioru 

The  Sen^  resumed  the  conddoatioa  of  the 
wpost  of  the  Seoretarr  of  the  Tlnesniy,  and 
the  resotationB  of  ICr.  Out,  on  the  subject  of 
the  removal  of  the  public  dmosits  team,  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  as  the  spedal  <Hrder 
ot  the  day : 

Ur.  CALHotntr  said  that  the  statement  of  this 
ease  mi^ht  be  given  in  a  very  few  words.  The 
16th  section  of  the  act  incorporating  the  hank 
provides  that,  wherever  there  is  a  bank  or 
Dran6h  of  the  United  States  Bank,  the  public 
moneys  should  be  deposited  therein,  unless 
otherwise  ordered  hy  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury;  and  that,  in  that  case,  he  should  rqwrt 
to  GongresB,  If  in  session,  immediately;  and, 
if  uoL  at  the  ctmunenoemeut  of  the  next  session. 
The  Secretary,  acting  under  the  ]m>vidons  of 
tUs  section,  has  ordared  the  draosits  to  be 
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withheld  from  the  bank,  and  has  reported  his 
reasons,  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  oS 
the  section.  The  Senate  is  now  oaUed  upon  to 
consider  his  reasons,  in  order  to  determine 
whether  the  Secnvtary  is  Jnsti^ed  or  not.  I 
bare  ezanUned  them  with  oare  and  deliberft* 
tion,  withoat  the  sUgfatest  bias,  as  far  m  I  am 
oonsdous,  personal  m  poHtieal.  I  have  but  a 
slight  acquuntanoe  with  the  Secretary,  and  that 
lime  is  not  unfavorable  to  him.  I  stand  wholly 
disoonneoted  with  the  two  great  political  parties 
now  oontendlng  for  asoendency.  Hy  political 
connections  are  with  that  small  and  denounced 

n-ty  which  has  voluntarily  wholly  retired 
m  the  party  strifes  of  the  day,  with  a  view 
of  saving,  if  possible,  the  liberty  and  the  oon- 
6tituti<Hx  of  the  conntiy,  In  this  great  crisis  of 
our  a£Mrs. 

Having  maturely  conndered,  with  these  im- 
partial fe^gs,  the  reastma  or  the  Secretanr, 
I  am  ocmstrmned  to  sqr  that  he  has  wtiruy 
;  fidled  to  make  out  his  Justiflestion.  At  the 
very  commenoement,  he  has  plaoed  his  right 
to  remove  the  deposite  on  an  assumption  resting 
on  a  misoonoeption  of  the  case.  In  the  pnuress 
of  his  argurooit  he  has  entirely  abandoned  the 
first,  and  assumed  a  new  and  greatiy  enlarged 
ground,  utterly  inconristent  with  the  first,  and 
equally  untenable;  and  yet,  as  broad  as  his 
assumptions  are,  there  is  an  important  part  of 
the  transaction  which  he  does  not  attempt  to 
vindicate,  and  to  which  he  has  not  even  alluded. 
I  shall  now  (said  Mr.  0.)  proceed,  vrithout 
farther  remark^  to  make  good  these  assertums. 

The  Secretary,  at  the  oommeno«nait  of  his 
argument,  assumes  the  position  th»t,  iu  the 
aheence  <^  all  l^al  provuion,  he,  as  the  head 
of  the  fiTianoial  department,  had  the  ligbt,  in 
virtue  of  his  office,  to  desiniate  the  agent  and 
place  fnr  the  si^e  keening  <athe  publiodeposits. 
He  then  contends  that  the  16th  section  does 
not  restrict  his  power,  which  stands,  be  says,  on 
the  same  ground  that  it  did  before  the  passing 
of  the  act  incorporating  the  hank.  It  is  un- 
necessary to  inquire  into  the  correctaiess  of  the 
position  assumed  by  the  Secretary ;  hut,  if  it 
were,  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  show  that 
when  an  agent,  with  general  powers,  assumes, 
in  the  exeootlon  of  his  agency  a  power  not 
delw^ed,  iSie  assamptitm  rests  m  tiu  neoesri^ 
of  the  case ;  and  that  no  power,  in  such  case, 
can  be  lawfUly  ezerdsed  which  was  not  neces- 
sary to  effect  the  object  intended.  Nor  woiUd 
it  be  difficult  to  show  that,  in  this  case,  the 
power  assumed  by  the  Secretary  would  beun|^ 
not  to  him,  but  to  the  Treasurer,  who,  under 
the  act  organizins  the  Treasun'  Department,  is 
expressly  charged  with  the  safe  keying  of  the 
public  Amds,  for  which  he  is  reqioiuib^  under 
bonds  in  heavy  penalties. 

But.  strongly  and  directiy  as  these  considera- 
tions bear  on  the  question  of  the  power  of  the 
Secretary,  I  do  not  think  it  neoessuy  to  pursue 
tiiem,  fs«r  the  plain  reason  that  the  Secretary 
has  entirdy  mistaken  the  case.  It  is  not  a 
ease,  as  he  supposes^  where  there  is  no  legal 
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provi^on  in  rebition  to  the  safe  keeping  of  the 
publio  ftind&lmt  one  of  precisely  the  opposite 
ohancter.  The  16ith  watmoa  esmeeAj  proTides 
that  tlw  deponts  shall  be  made  in  the  bank 
and  its  branehes ;  and,  of  ooorae,  it  is  pwfecjdy 
ctlear  tiiat  all  powers  which  the  Seoretaiy  bu 
^^Tod  fhnn  the  general  and  inherent  powers 
of  his  office,  in  the  absence  of  snob  providon, 
are  wholly  inapplicable  to  tUs  case.  Nor  is  it 
leas  dear  that,  if  tJie  section  had  terminated 
with  the  provision  directing  the  deporita  to  be 
made  in  the  bank,  the  Secretary  would  have 
had  no  more  oontrol  over  the  sabject  than  my- 
self, or  any  other  S^ator ;  and  it  follows,  of 
course,  tbat  he  mnst  derive  his  power,  not  from 
any  eeaenl  reasons  connected  with  the  nature 
of  ioB  office,  hut  from  some  express  proviuon 
contained  In  the  aeotum,  or  anne  other  part  of 
theaet  It  haa  not  been  attempted  to  be  shown 
that  there  is  any  such  provinon  in  any  other 
section  or  part  of  the  act  The  only  control, 
then,  which  Uie  Secretary  can  rightfoUy  claim 
over  the  depodts,  is  contained  in  the  provision 
which  directs  that  the  deposits  shall  be  made 
in  the  bank,  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  which  brings  the 
whole  question,  in  reference  to  tiie  deposits,  to 
the  extent  of  the  power  which  Oongreaa  in- 
tended to  confo*  upon  the  Secretary,  in  these 
few  words — "  nnless  otherwise  ordered." 

In  ascertdning  tiie  iatendon  of  Oongress. 
I  lay  it  down  as  a  role,  whiob,  I  soppose,  will 
not  be  oonteovertsd.  that  all  politioaL  powers 
under  our  ftee  institntiona  are  trust  powers, 
and  not  rights,  liberties,  or  immunities,  oelon^- 
faig  personally  to  the  officer.  I  also  lay  it 
down  as  a  nue,  not  less  inoontrovertible,  that 
trust  powers  are  neoessarily  limited  (onless 
there  be  some  express  proviuon  to  the  con- 
trary) to  the  subject,  matter,  and  object  of  the 
trust.  This  brings  us  to  the  question — ^what  is 
liie  subject  and  object  of  the  trust  in  this  case  ? 
The  whole  section  relates  to  deposits — to  the 
safe  and  &ithfbl  keeping  <tf  the  public  fonds. 
With  this  view  they  are  directed  to  be  made  in 
the  bank.  With  tJie  same  view,  and  In  order 
to  inoreaae  Uie  seonrity,  power  was  oonfeired 
oa  the  Secretary  to  witinludd  the  d^odts; 
and,  with  the  same  view,  he  is  direoted  to 
report  his  reasons  for  the  removal  to  Oongress. 

have  one  common  object— the  security  of 
the  public  ftinds.  To  this  pdnt  the  whole 
section  convei^ies.  The  language  of  Oot^ress, 
&irly  understood,  is,  we  have  selected  t^e 
bank,  because  we  confide  in  it  as  a  safe  and 
fiUthftd  agent,  to  keep  the  public  money ;  but, 
to  preveot  the  abuse  of  so  important  a  trust, 
we  invest  the  Secretary  with  power  to  remove 
the  deports,  with  a  view  to  iheai  increased 
security.  And,  lest  the  Secretary,  on  his  part, 
should  abuse  so  important  a  trast,  and  in  order 
still  forther  to  increase  that  seenrity,  we  direct, 
in  ease  of  removal,  that  he  ahall  report  hU 
reaeona.  It  la  obvioaa,  under  tUa  view  of  the 
snbject.  Hat  the  Secretary  has  no  r^t  to  act 
in  relaticoi  to  the  depooits^  bnt  with  a  view  to 
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their  increased  security ;  that  he  has  no  right 
to  order  them  to  be  withheld  from  the  bank  so 
long  as  the  fhnds  are  in  safety,  and  the  bank 
haa  fhithftiUy  performed  Hie  dniies  imposed  in 
relation  to  them :  and  not  even  thm,  nnkaa 
the  depodta  can  be  placed  in  safer  and  more 
faithM  hands.  That  such  was  the  opinion  of 
the  Executive,  in  l^e  first  instance,  we  have 
demonstrative  proof  in  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  Oongress  at  the  close  of  the  last  session, 
whidi  placM  the  subject  of  the  removal  of  the 
depmits  exclusively  on  the  question  of  their 
safety ;  and  that  such  was  a^  the  opinion  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  then,  we  have 
equally  conclusive  proof^  from  the  vote  of  that 
body,  that  the  pablic  fonds  in  the  bunk  were 
aafe;  whioh  was  understood  at  that  time  on 
tH  misM,  by  friends  and  foea,  as  deuding  the 
question  of  the  removal  of  the  deports. 

The  extent  <^  the  power  intended  to  be 
conferred  being  estat^alwd,  the  question  now 
arises — Has  the  Secretary  transcended  ita  limit  I 
It  can  scarcely  l>e  necessary  to  argue  this  point^ 
It  is  not  even  pretended  that  the  public  deposits 
were  in  danger,  or  that  the  bank  had  not  faith- 
fhlly  performed  all  the  duties  imposed  on  it  la 
relation  to  them ;  nor  that  the  Secretair  placed 
the  money  in  safer  or  in  more  f^thfal  hands. 
So  far  otherwise,  there  is  not  a  man  who  hears 
me  who  will  not  admit  that  the  public  moneys 
are  now  leas  safe  than  they  were  in  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  And  I  will  venture  to 
asserL  that  not  a  oa^talist  can  be  found  who 
would  not  aak  a  oonno^bly  higher  peroentage 
to  insure  them  in  thehr  present,  than  in  l£« 
plaoe  of  depoMt  designated  by  law.  If  these 
views  are  correct,*  and  I  hold  them  to  be  un- 
questionable, the  question  is  decided.  The 
Secretary  has  no  right  to  withhold  the  deposita 
from  the  bank.  There  has  been,  and  can  be, 
but  one  argument  advanced  in  favor  of  hia 
right,  which  has  even  the  appearance  of  being 
tenable ;  that  the  power  to  withhold  is  givoi 
in  general  terms,  and  without  qualification, 
"  umess  the  Secretary  otherwise  direct,"  Those 
who  resort  to  this  argument  mnst  asanme  the 
pontion  that  the  letter  ought  to  prevul  over 
the  dear  and  manifest  intention  ot  the  art. 
They  mnst  regard  the  power  d  the  Secretary, 
not  as  a  trust  power,  limited  by  the  snbject 
and  the  object  oS  the  trust,  but  as  a  chartered 
right,  to  be  used  accordhig  to  his  disoretion 
and  pleasure.  There  is  a  radical  defect  in  our 
mode  of  construing  political  powers,  of  which 
this  and  many  other  instances  afibrd  striking 
examples;  but  I  will  ^ve  the  Secretary  hu 
choice.  Either  the  intfmtion  or  the  letter  most 
prevul.  He  may  sdect  either,  but  cannot  be 
permitted  to  take  one  or  the  other  as  may  suit 
his  purpose.  If  he  chooses  the  former,  he  has 
baasoended  lus  powers,  as  I  have  dearly 
demonsta'ated.  If  he  selects  the  latter,  he 
is  equally  oondonned,  aa  he  has  dearly  exeiv 
oised  powOT  not  oomrurehended  in  the  letter  of 
his  authority.  He  has  not  conflned  himadf 
dnq^  to  withhcddii^  the  public  moneys  tnva 
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the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  but  he  has 
ordered  them  to  be  deposited  in  other  banks, 
thongh  there  is  not  a  word  in  the  section  to 
jostu^  iU  I  do  not  intend  to  srgaa  the  gnes- 
tion  whether  he  had  a  right  to  mat  the  fnnds 
withheld  from  the  United  States  Bank  to  be 

E laced  in  the  State  banks  whkh  he  has  selected ; 
nt,  I  ask,  how  has  he  aomiired  that  rightt  It 
rests  wholly  on  oonstznction,  on  the  snpposed 
intmtioa  ci  the  Legislature,  whidb,  when  it 
gives  a  power,  intends  to  give  all  the  means 
necessary  to  render  it  aTsllable.  Bnt,  clear  as 
this  principle  of  oonstmotion  is,  it  is  not  more 
dear  than  that  which  would  liniit  the  right  of 
the  Secretary  to  the  question  of  the  sate  and 
faithitil  keeping  of  the  public  f^mds;  and  I 
cannot  admit  that  the  Secretary  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  reswt  to  the  letter,  or  to  oonsbncnon, 
as  may  best  be  cabnlated  to  enlarge  his  power, 
when  the  rifht  oonstraotiQn  is  dmied  to  tiiose 
who  would  Bmlt  his  power  by  the  olear  and 
ohrioiia  intention  Omgreas. 

I  mi^t  here  (said  Hr.  0.)  rest  the  qnestira 
of  the  power  of  the  Secretary  over  the  deposits, 
without  adding  aootiier  word.  I  have  placed 
it  on  groonds  from  which  no  ingenuity,  how- 
ever great,  or  snbU^,  however  refined,  can 
remove  it;  but  maoh  is  the  magnitade  of  tiie 
ease,  and  sach  my  desire  to  give  the  reasons 
<tf  the  Secretazy  tt»  fullest  oondderatioD,  that 
I  shall  follow  mm  thnnigh  the  lemahider  of 
his  reasons. 

That  the  Secretary  was  oonsdous  that  the 
first  position  which  he  ssBomed,  and  which  I 
have  oonddered,  was  nntenaUe,  we  have  aiAple 
{voof  in  the  pre^tanoy  with  which  he  re* 
treated  bota  vL  Hie  had  soaroely  Iwd  it  down, 
when,  without  iUoatration  or  argnment,  he 
passea  with  a  rapid  tranrition,  and  I  must  say, 
a  transititm  as  obscure  as  rapid,  to  another 
pontion,  wholly  hiconsiBtent  wiu  the  first; 
and,  in  aasuminit  which,  he  ezpresdy  repadiates 
the  idea  that  the  safe  and  fiuthiU  keeping  of 
the  public  funds  had  any  neceesary  connection 
with  his  renwval  of  the  depouts ;  his  power 
to  do  which  he  places  on  the  broad  and  un- 
Umited  ground  that  he  had  a  right  to  make 
auoh  dispodtion  of  them  as  the  public  interest 
or  the  oonvenienoe  of  the  people  mi^t  require. 
I  ham  said  that  the  tranntion  ci  the  Secretaiy 
was  aa  obsenre  aa  it  was  n^id ;  but,  obscure  as 
it  is,  he  has  sidd  enoogh  to  enable  us  to  per- 
oeive  the  process  by  which  he  has  reached  so 
extraordinan^  a  podtion ;  and  we  may  safely 
affirm,  that  his  argoments  are  not  less  extra<«^ 
dina^  than  the  conclusion  at  which  he  arrives. 
Bis  first  proposition,  which,  however,  he  has 
not  ventored  to  lay  down  expressly,  ia,  that 
Congress  has  an  unlimited  control  over  the 
depraita,  and  that  it  may  dispose  of  them  in 
whatever  manner  it  may  please,  in  order  to 
promote  the  general  welfare  and  convenience 
(tf  the  pec^le.  He  next  asserts  that  Congress 
has  parted  with  this  power,  under  the  sixteenth 
aeotion,  which  cUreots  the  depouts  to  be  made 
In  the  Bank  of  the  United  States^  and  then 
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concludes  with  afBrming  that  it  has  invested  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  with  it,  for  reasons 
which  he  professes  to  be  unable  to  understand. 

It  cannot  be  necessary,  b^ore  so  enlightened 
a  body,  that  I  should  undertake  to  rwite  an 
argument  so  utterly  untrue  in  premises  and 
oondusion;  to  show  that  Ooiuress  nevw  pos- 
sesqed  the  power  which  tiie  Seoretsry  dums 
for  it;  that  It  is  a  power,  from  its  very  nature^ 
incapable  of  such  enlargement,  being  limited 
solely  to  the  saA  keying  of  the  public  funds ; 
that,  if  it  existed,  it  would  be  susceptible  of 
the  most  dangerous  abuses;  that  Congress 
might  make  the  wildest  and  most  daiu;erDus 
association  the  depository  of  the  public  londs ; 
might  place  them  m  the  hands  of  the  &natics 
ana  the  madmen  of  the  North,  who  are  waging 
war  agunst  the  domestic  institutions  of  the 
South,  under  the  plea  of  promoting  the  general 
wel&re.  But  admitting  that  Offiogress  pos- 
sessed the  power  whioh  the  Secretsiy  attiibutea 
to  it,  by  what  prooess  of  reasming  can  he  show 
that  it  has  parted  with  this  unlimited  power, 
edmply  by  directing  the  publio  moneys  to  be 
depoMtedin  the  ^nk  of  the  Umted  States! 
or,  if  it  has  parted  with  this  power,  by  what 
e^raordinary  process  has  it  been  transflBrred  to 
the  Secvetary  of  the  Treasury,  by  those  few 
and  umple  words,  "  unless  he  shiJl  otherwise 
order  t "  In  support  of  this  extraordinary 
argument,  the  Secretary  has  offered  not  a  single 
illustration,  or  a  single  remark  bearing  the  sem- 
blance of  reason,  bnt  <»ie^  whkh  I  dull  now 
prooeed  to  noticeu 

He  asserts^  and  asserts  truly,  tiiat  tibe  bank 
obart«  is  a  ocmtraot  bHween  the  GovemmenL 
or  radier  tiie  people  a!  the  United  States,  and 
the  bank ;  ana  then  assumes  that  it  constitutes 
him  a  oonmum  agent  or  trustee  to  superintend 
the  execution  of  the  stipulations  contained  in 
that  portion  of  the  oontract  comprehraided  in 
tiie  sixteenth  section.  Let  us  now,  taking  these 
stipu^tions  to  be  true,  ascertain  what  those 
stipulatitms  ar&  the  superintendence  of  the 
execution  of  which,  as  he  affirms,  are  jointiy 
confided  by  tlie  parties  to  the  Secretary. 

The  Govemm^  stipulated,  on  its  part,  that 
the  Publio  money  should  be  deposited  in  the 
Bttu  4^  the  United  States— «  great  and  valuable 
ivivilege)  aa  which  the  sooceufiil  operatiok  of 
the  institntiwi  mainly  dependa.  The  ban^  cm 
its  pert,  stipulated  that  the  Amds  Bhould  be 
safely  kept ;  that  the  duties  imposed  in  relation 
to  Uiem  fuionld  be  futhfuDy  disohaiged; 
and  that  this,  with  other  privileges, 
it  would  pay  to  the  Government  the  sum 
of  $1,600,000.  These  are  the  stipulations, 
the  execution  of  which,  according  to  the  Sooto- 
tary^s  assumption,  he  has  been  appointed,  as 
joint  agent  or  trustee,  to  superintend,  and  from 
which  he  would  assume  the  extraordinary 
power  wUch  he  dums  over  the  d^tosits,  to 
dispose  of  them  in  Budi  manner  as  he  msj  think 
the  publio  interest  or  the  «mTenienoe  of  the 
peo^e  may  r^iUre. 

Is  it  not  obvioas  that  the  wlu^  extent  <tf 
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power  ocmSemd.  upon  him,  admitting  his  as- 
Bomptiim  to  be  trae,  is  to  withhold  the  deposits 
in  ease  that  the  bank  ahonld  irtidate  its  stiptda- 
tiona  in  relation  to  them  on  <me  side,  and,  on 
the  other,  prevent  tJie  GoTwnment  from  with- 
holding the  depouts,  so  long  as  the  bank  f^th- 
ftdly  performed  its  part  of  the  contract  ?  This 
is  uie  fbll  extent  of  his  power,  according  to 
his  own  showing;  not  a  particle  more  can  he 
added.  Bat  there  is  another  aspect  in  which 
the  position  in  which  the  Secretcuy  has  placed 
himself  ma/  be  viewed.  It  offers  for  conrader- 
ation  not  only  a  question  of  the  extent  of  his 
power,  bat  a  question  as  to  the  natore  and 
extent  of  dnty  which  has  been  imposed 
nptni  him.  If  the  poaition  be  snoh  as  he  has 
desraibed,  tliere  has  been  otmflded  to  him  a 
tniBt  of  the  most  saored  character,  aooompanied 
by  daties  of  the  most  solemn  obligatiim.  He 
B^ds,  hr  the  mntnal  oonfldenoe  of  the  parties, 
Tested  with  the  high  Judicial  power  to  determine 
on  the  infraction  or  observance  of  a  contract, 
in  whi(^  Government  and  a  large  and  respect- 
able portion  of  tba  citizens  are  deeplr  interested ; 
and,  in  the  execution  of  this  high  power,  he 
is  bound,  hy  honor  and  oonsdeno^  so  to  act 
as  to  protect  each  of  the  parties  in  the  ftall 
enjoyment  of  their  respective  portion  of  benefit 
in  the  contract,  so  long  as  they  faithfully  observe 
it.  How  has  the  Secretary  perfbnned  these 
solemn  duties,  which,  aooordmg  tohiarcOTeeen- 
tation^  have  been  imposed  upon  hhnt  Has  he 
Tffoteeted  the  bank  agunst  the  aggression  of  the 
Govermnent,  or  the  Government  against  the 
nn&ithftd  conduct  of  the  bank  in  relation  to 
fiiede^orital  Or  has  he,  forgetting  bis  sacred 
obligations,  disregarded  uie  interesta  of  both — 
on  one  nde  divesting  the  bank  of  the  depodts, 
and,  on  the  other,  defeating  the  Government 
in  the  intended  security  of  the  public  funds, 
seizing  on  them  as  the  property  of  the  Execu- 
tive, to  be  disposed  oi  at  pleasure  to  ftvorite 
and  partisan  banks  ? 

But  I  shall  relieve  the  Secretary  from  this 
awkward  and  disreputable  podtion,  in  whidi 
Us  own  axgnments  have  puoed  bun.  He  is 
not  tiie  mutaal  tanatea  as  h«  baa  represented, 
ot  the  QoTemment  and  the  1>ank ;  bnt  dmply 
fba  agent  of  the  former,  vested  nnder  the  oon- 
tract  vitii  power  to  withhold  the  de^ioriits,  witii 
a  view,  as  has  been  stated,  to  their  additional 
secnrity — to  thdr  safe  keeping ;  and  if  he  had 
but  for  a  moment  reflected  on  the  iiMJt  tiiat  he 
was  directed  to  report  his  reasons  to  Oongress 
only,  and  not  also  to  the  bank,  for  withholding 
the  deports,  he  oould  scarcely  have  fiuled  to 
perceive  that  he  was  simply  the  agent  of  one 
of  tiie  parties,  and  not^  as  he  sapposes,  a  joint 
i^Hent  <H  both. 

The  Secretary  having  estaUishedf  as  be  sap- 
poses,  his  liAt  to  diraose  of  tiie  d^Msits  as  In 
tats  opinion  the  general  interest  and  convenienoe 
of  the  pecn>le  nug^t  require,  proceeds  to  claim 
and  exercise  power  with  a  boldness  cotnmen- 
Borate  with  the  extravaganoe  oi  the  right  which 
Ite  has  assumed.  He  oommencee  wit£  a  dtun 
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to  detenalne^in  bis  oflldal  character,  that  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  is  unoonstitntional— 
a  mwopcAj — ^baneful  to  the  wdbre  of  the 
commmuty.  Having  detenmned  tlds  point,  he 
comes  to  tiie  ooncIusi<m  that  tiie  charter  of 
the  bank  ought  not  to  be  renewed,  and  then 
assumes  that  it  will  not  be  renewed.  Having 
reached  this  point  he  then  determines  that  it  is 
his  duty  to  remove  the  deponts.  Ko  one  can 
object  that  Mr.  Taney,  as  a  citizen,  in  his  indi- 
vidual character,  should  entertain  an  opinion 
as  to  the  unconstitutionality  of  the  bank ;  hut 
that  he,  acting  in  his  offlaal  character,  and  per- 
forming ofBcial  acts  under  the  charter  of  the 
bank,  should  undertake  to  determine  that  the 
institutiw  was  nnoonsUtBtitmal,  and  that  those 
who  granted  the  charter  and  bestowed  upon  htm 
his  power  to  act  nndw  it  had  vitdated  the  oon- 
stitntitm,  is  an  assumption  of  power  <tf  a  nature 
which  Z  will  not  undertake  to  characterize,  as  I 
wish  not  to  be  personal. 

But  he  is  not  oohtent  with  the  power  dmply 
to  determine  on  the  unconstitutionality  of  the 
bank.  He  goes  far  beyond ;  he  claims  to  be 
the  organ  of  the  voice  ot  the  people.  In  this 
high  dftaractOT,  he  pronoonoes  that  the  question 
of  the  renewal  of  the  bank  charter  was  put  in 
issce  at  the  last  prendential  election,  and  tBat 
the  people  had  determined  that  it  would  not 
be  renewed.  I  do  not  (said  Hr.  0.)  intend  to 
entw  into  argument  whetiiw,  in  p(dnt  of 
the  renewal  oi  Hie  charter  was  pat  in  issue  ai 
the  last  election.  That  point  was  ably  and 
folly  discussed  by  the  hon(n«ble  S^iators  from 
Kentucky  (Bfr.  Out)  and  New  Jersey,  (ICr, 
Sottthabd,)  who  oonohnivel^  proved  that  no 
such  qnestion  was  involved  m  the  issue ;  and 
if  it'  were,  the  issue  comprehended  so  many 
others,  that  it  was  imposrible  to  eoi^ectore  on 
which  the  election  turned.  I  look  to  higher 
objections.  I  would  inquire  by  what  authority 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy  ccmstitntes  himsw 
the  organ  of  the  people  of  the  United  States? 
He  has  the  reputation  of  being  an  aUe  lawyer , 
and  can  he  be  ignorant  that,  so  long  as  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  ex&ts,  the  only 
organs  of  the  people  of  these  States,  so  fur  as 
the  action  of  tlie  General  Government  is  con- 
cerned, are  the  several  departments,  le^slative, 
executive,  and  Jadidal,  which,  acting  within 
the  respective  limifa  asdgned  by  the  consti- 
tution, nave  a  right  to  pronounce  authorita- 
tively the  voioe  of  the  people?  A  olobi  on 
the  part  of  the  Executive  to  interpret,  as  the 
Secretary  has  d<Hie,  the  voioe  of  the  people, 
tiirongh  any  other  ohsnneL  is  to  Aaike  the 
foundation  of  our  system.  Has  the  Secretaiy 
foraotten  that  the  last  step  to  absolute  power 
is  wis  very  assunmtion  which  he  has  claimed  fw 
that  deputmant  1  I  am  tiras  brought  (sidd  tir. 
0.)  to  allude  to  the  extrandinary  maniftsto 
read  by  the  President  to  the  cabinet,  and  which 
is  so  intimately  connected  with  the  point  im- 
mediately under  consideration.  That  document, 
though  apparently  addressed  to  the  oaMnet> 
was  olearlr  and  muufestlj  intended  as  an  appeal 
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to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  opena  a 
new  and  direct  organ  of  oommnnioaticoi  between 
the  Preddent  and  tiiem,  unknown  to  the  con- 
Btitation  and  to  the  laws.  There  are  bat  two 
efaannelB  known  to  either  through  which  the 
pTe^ident  can  commnnicate  with  the  people— 
b7  messages  to  the  two  Houses  of  OoiiferasB,  as 
•xpresdy  i»wided  for  Id  the  ooiutitnaon ;  <xr 
\ij  ptwdainatioD,  setting  forth  the  interpretation 
wht^  he  idaoea  upon  a  law  it  has  beomne  bis 
official  dnfy  to  ezeonte.  G<^ng  b^ond,  is  one 
amongst  the  alarming  signa  of  the  times  which 
pOTtend  the  overttirow  of  the  oonatitntion,  and 
the  ^ipFoach  <rf  de^tie  power. 

The  Seeretary,  having  determined  that  the 
bank  was  onconBtitntional,  that  the  people  had 
pponounoed  against  the  reoharter,  condndes 
that  Congress  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  sab- 
feet,  mlh  a  provident  foresight,  he  peroeiTes 
the  diffieolty  and  embarrassment  into  which 
the  omreDcy  of  the  oonntry  wonld  be  thrown, 
on  the  tmmination  of  tM  bank  durter;  to 
imrent  which,  he  proceeds  deliberately,  with 
s  parentd  care,  to  snpplj-  a  new  ourraKcr) 
**eqna2  to,  or  better  "  than  that  which  GtBigreas 
luuT  supplied.  With  this  view,  he  determines 
<m  immediate  r«noTBl  of  the  deposits ;  he  pots 
fliem  in  certain  State  institations,  inteoding  to 
OTganixe  them,  aftw  the  fashion  of  the  £^ire 
State,  into  a  great  safety-ftmd  syHtem,  bat  whidi, 
nnfoitanately,  ondoobtedlj,  for  the  prctjectors, 
if  not  for  the  ooontrj,  the  limited  power  of  the 
State  banks  did  not  permit  him  to  effect  Bat 
a  rabctitnte  was  foond  bj  associatuig  them  in 
certain  articles  of  agreem^t^  and  i^pointing 
att  inraector  eeneral  ct  all  this  league  of  banks! 
nlaUtldsintbootlawwappromiatlonl  Isit 
not  Mnjiring  that  it  never  oooarred  to  the  Seoro- 
tary  that  the  aobject  of  coirency  belonged  exchi- 
drelr  to  0014^*688,  and  that  to  assume  to  regu- 
late it  was  a  plain  uaarpatioa  <tf  the  powers  of 
Hiat  department  of  the  Gorwnmentf 

Having  thus  assumed  Uie  power  offldally  to 
determine  on  the  constitationality  of  thebimk; 
having  erected  himself  into  an  organ  the 
people's  voice,  and  settJed  the  qnestton  of  the 
regulation  of  the  cnrreQcy,  he  next  proceeds  to 
assume  the  Judicial  powers  over  the  bank.  He 
dedares  that  the  bank  has  taansoended  its 
tfowera  and  had  thenfim  DnC^ted  Its  oharter, 
IGT  which  he  inflicts  on  the  iastitotion  the  se> 
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flie  deporits  •  and  all  this  in  the  ftoe  of  an 
express  provision,  investiiig  the  ooort  with 
power  touching  the  infraction  of  the  charter, 
directing  in  what  manner  the  trial  should  be 
oommeooed  and  eondaoted,  and  securing  ex- 
pressly to  the  bank  the  sacred  right  of  trial  by 
Jury,  in  finding  the  facts.  All  thia  passed  for 
nothing  in  the  eyes  of  the  Secretary,  who  was 
too  deeply  wigroased  in  providing  for  the  com- 
mon welfare  to  regard  either  Congress,  the 
court,  or  the  constitution. 

The  Secretary  next  proceeds  to  sapervise 
the  greatest  operations  of  the  bank,  prpnoancing 
vith  aothori^,  that  at  «»  lime  it  has  dia- 


counted  too  fr«ely  and  at  another  too  sparingly, 
withont  reflecting  that  all  the  control  which 
the  Government  can  rightfully  exerdse  over 
the  OTwrations  of  the  institution  is  through  the 
five  directors  who  represent  the  Government  in 
this  respect.  Directors  t  Ur.  C.  exoldmed ;  did 
I  say?  [alludfaig  to  the  present,]  No  I  ^pwt  is 
th^  proper  deognstionl 

I  cannot  (sadd  lix.  0.)  proceed  with  the  re- 
ma^  which  I  Intended  cm  the  remainder  cmT 
die  Secretary's  reasons ;  I  have  not  patlenoe  to 
dwell  on  assumptions  of  power,  so  bold,  so  law- 
less, and  so  unoonstitationsl ;  thery  deserve  niot 
the  name  of  argoment,  and  I  cannot  waste  time 
in  treating  th«n  as  such.  There  are,  however, 
two,  which  I  cannot  pass  over,  not  because 
they  are  more  extraordinary  or  audaoions  than 
the  others,  but  for  another  quality,  which  I 
choose  not  to  designate. 

The  Secretary  alle^  that  the  bank  has 
interfered  with  the  pohtics  the  oountry.  If 
this  be  tme^  it  oertwnly  is  a  m(wt  heinous  fMSTenoe. 
Ibe  bank  is  a  great  public  trust,  posseoin^ 
for  the  purpose  of  discfaaiging  the  trust,  great 
power  and  mfluence,  which  it  could  not  pervert 
from  the  olfject  intended  to  that  of  influen«ng 
the  politica  of  the  oouotoy,  without  bdng  guilty 
of  a  great  political  crime.  In  making  Iheae 
remarks,  I  do  not  intend  to  give  any  countenance 
to  the  truth  of  the  charge  alleged  by  the  Secr&- 
taty  of  the  Treasury,  nor  to  deny  to  the  officers 
of  the  bank  the  right  which  bdongs  to  them, 
in  common  with  every  citizen,  freely  to  form 
political  principles,  «id  act  on  them  in  their 
wivate  c»adtn  without  permittuig  them  to 
inflnenoe  their  <^dal  conduct  But  it  is  strange 
it  did  not  occur  to  the  Secretary,  wUle  he  was 
aceosing  and  punishing  the  bai^  on  the  charge 
of  ittteiftuiug  in  the  pdities  of  the  country,  that 
the  Govwnmeut  also  was  a  great  trust,  vested 
with  powers  still  more  ext«idve,  and  influence 
immeasurably  greater  than  that  of  the  bank, 
given  it  to  enable  it  to  discharge  the  otiject 
for  which  it  was  created ;  and  mat  it  has  no 
more  right  to  pervert  its  power  and  inflaenoe 
into  the  means  of  controlling  the  poUtacs  of  the 
country  than  the  bank  itsell  Can  it  be  unknown 
to  him  that  the  Foorth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury, 
(an  officer  in  his  own  dqtartment,)  the  man 
who  has  made  so  prominent  a  figure  in  this 
txansactkm,  was  dauy  and  hooriy  meddling  in 
pdUio^  and  that  he  is  4Mie  of  the  principal  imit- 
loai  manages  of  the  adndnirtraoonf  Can  h« 
be  ignorant  that  the  whole  power  of  the 
Qovemment  has  been  perverted  into  a 
great  political  machine,  with  a  view  of  cor* 
ropting  and  controlling  the  country  ?  Can  he 
be  ignorant  that  the  avowed  and  opw  policy 
of  the  Government  is  to  rewara  politicei 
friends,  and  punish  political  enemies:  and 
that,  aoting  on  this  principle,  it  has  driven 
fonn  office  hundreds  of  honest  and  competent 
officers  for  opinion^s  sake  only,  and  filled  their 
places  with  devoted  partisans  f  Can  he  be  igno- 
rant that  the  real  tminioe  of  the  bank  Is  not  that 
it  has  intenneddled  in  politBcs^  bat  becanae  it 
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would  not  intermeddle  on  the  ride  of  pownrf 
There  is  nothing  more  dignified  than  reproof 
from  the  lips  of  innooenoe,  or  punishment 
from  tiie  hands  of  jnstioe ;  bat  change  the  picture 
— let  the  gailty  reprove,  and  the  criminal  pnnish, 
and  what  more  odions,  more  hatefbl  can  be  pre- 
sented to  the  imagination  I 

I  have  no  donbt  that  the  President  removed 
the  former  Secretary,  and  placed  the  present  in 
his  place,  ezpreesiT  with  a  view  to  the  removal 
of  the  deposits.  I  am  equally  clear,  under  all 
tiie  cdroumstanceB  of  tiio  case,  that  the  Presi- 
dent's o(Hidiiot  is  wh<^  Indef enrible ;  and, 
among  other  ol^ectiona,  I  ftar  he  had  in  view, 
bt  the  removal,  an  object  eminentiy  dangerous 
and  unoonstitational — to  ^ve  an  advantage  to 
Ml  vett^  never  intended  by  the  constitution ; 
a  power  intended  as  a  shield,  to  protect  the 
executive  against  the  encroachment  of  the 
legidative department;  to  maintain  the  present 
state  of  things  against  dangerous  or  hasty  in- 
novation, but  which  I  fear  la,  in  this  case,  in- 
tended as  a  sword  to  defend  the  usnrpation  of 
the  Executive.  I  say  I  fear ;  for  although  the 
drcomstance  of  this  leads  to  a  just  apprehen- 
sion that  such  is  the  intention,  I  will  not  permit 
myacdf  to  aasert  that  such  la  the  £u9t ;  that  so 
IftwlesB  and  wuxmstitalional  an  object  is  oon- 
templated  1^  the  President,  till  his  act  riiall 
oompel  me  to  believe  to  the  contrary.  But, 
wlule  I  thus  severely  condemn  the  conduct  of 
the  President  in  removing  the  former  Secretary 
and  appointing  the  preset  I  must  say,  that  in 
my  opinion  it  is  a  case  of  the  abuse,  and  not  of 
the  usurpation  of  power.  I  cannot  donbt  that 
the  Fremdent  has,  under  the  constitution,  the 
ri^t  of  r^oval  from  office :  nor  can  I  donbt 
that  the  power  of  removal,  wherever  it  exists 
does,  from  neoesedty,  involve  the  power  of 
general  saperviuon ;  nor  can  I  doubt  that  it . 
might  be  constitntionall;^  exercised  in  reference 
to  the  deporitB.  Reverse  the  ^esent  case ; 
BOTOKwe  the  late  Secretary,  instead  of  being 
i^^ist,  had  been  in  favor  of  the  removal ;  and 
that  the  President,  instead  of  bemg  for,  had 
been  acaiost  it,  deeming  the  removal  not  only 
ineroedient,  but  under  the  circomstanoes,  illegal ; 
womd  any  man  doubt  that,  under'  such  oironm- 
atanoes,  he  had  a  right  to  remove  his  Secretary, 
if  it  were  the  only  means  of  preventing  the 
removal  of  the  deposits  I  Nay,  would  it  not 
he  his  indispensable  duty  to  have  removed  him  ? 
and,  had  he  not,  would  not  he  have  be«i  uni- 
versally and  ju^y  held  responsible  ? 

I  have  now  (said  Hr.  0.)  offered  all  the  re- 
marks I  intended  in  reference  to  the  depout 

riestion ;  and,  on  reviewbig  the  whide  f;roand, 
most  aay  that  the  Secretary,  in  removing  the 
deposits,  has  clearly  transcended  hia  power ; 
that  he  has  violated  the  contract  between  the 
hank  and  the  United  States ;  that,  in  so  doing, 
he  has  deeply  iiyared  that  large  and  respectable 
portion  of  our  citizens  who  have  been  invited, 
CSL  the  faith  of  the  Qovemment,  to  invest  their 
property  in  the  institution ;  while,  at  the  same 
time,  he  has  deeply  iqjarad  the  pabUi^  in  its 
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character  of  stockholder ;  and,  finally,  that  be 
has  inflicted  a  deep  woura  on  the  public  faith. 
To  this  last  I  attribute  the  present  embarrass- 
ment in  the  currency,  which  has  so  i^Jnrioiti^ 
affected  all  the  great  interests  of  the  country. 
The  currency  of  the  country  is  the  credit  of  the 
country ;  credit  in  every  shape,  public  and  pri-> 
vate ;  credit,  not  only  in  the  shape  paper, 
put  dbat  of  faith  and  confidence  between  man 
and  man ;  through  the  agenoy  d  which,  in  all 
its  fonns,  the  great  and  mighty  ezdiangee  of 
this  oommerdal  eoontary,  at  nmne  and  abroad, 
are  effected,  To  ii^ot  a  wound  anywhere, 
particularly  on  tite  pubUo  fidth,  is  to  tianbarraaa 
all  the  channels  a!  currency  and  ezdiange; 
and  it  ia  to  this,  and  not  to  the  withdrairag 
the  few  millions  of  dollars  from  circulation, 
t^t  I  attribute  the  present  moneyed  embar> 
raasment.  Did  I  l)elieve  to  the  contrary — if  I 
thought  that  any  great  and  permanent  distress 
would  of  itself  result  from  winding  up  in  a 
regular  and  legal  manner  the  present  or  any 
other  bank  of  the  United  States,  I  would  deem 
it  an  evidence  of  the  dangerous  power  of  the 
institution,  and,  to  that  extent,  an  argument 
agiunst  its  existence ;  but  as  it  is,  I  regard  the 
present  embarrassment  not  as  an  ar^ment 
against  the  t>ank,  but  as  an  argument  against  the 
lawless  and  wanton  exercise  of  power  on  the 
part  of  the  Encntive — an  embarrassment  which 
IS  likely  to  continue  long,  if  the  deposits  be  not 
restored.  The  banks  which  have  received  them, 
at  the  expense  of  the  public  &ith,  and  in  viola- 
tion of  the  law,  will  never  be  permitted  to  enjoy 
their  spoils  in  quiet.  Ko  one,  who  regards  the 
subject  in  the  light  in  which  I  do,  can  ever 
give  his  sanction  to  any  law  intended  to  protect 
or  carry  throngh  the  present  illegal  arrangement. 
Chi  t^e  contrary,  all  such  must  feel  bound  to 
wage  perpetual  war  against  a  usurpation  oi 
power  so  flagrant  as  t£at  which  controls-  the 
present  deposits  of  the  public  m«i«r>  Iflatand 
alone,  (sua  Mr  00  ^  at  least^  will  oontinoe  to 
maintam  the  contest,  so  long  as  I  remain  in 
pabUolifis. 


TumDAT,  January  14. 
The  Dt^ont  Quation. 
The  Oh^r  tiien  announced  the  special  order, .  t 
being  the  report  of  the  Secrete^  of  the  Treas- 
ury on  the  removal  of  t^ie  deposits. 

Mr.  Sheput,  of  Maine,  denred  to  call  to  the 
recollection  of  the  Senate  the  subject-matter 
under  conuderation.  He  understood  it  to  be 
the  removal  of  the  deposits  of  the  moneys  ui 
the  United  States  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  and  its  branches  to  other  places,  and  tba 
reasons  assigned  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas> 
ury  for  their  removal,  together  with  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  Seni^  from  Eentnoky  np<»i  that 
sulneot. 

I  had  anticipated  in  this  bod&(said  Mr.  S.) 
a  calm,  deliberate,  and  respectfiu  connderation, 
botii  of  the  act  of  remoTaL  and  of  tiie  reascms 
offvnA  by  the  Seeretary  ftv  the  removal, 
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bdng  an  aot  antlunized.  hj  a  law  of  Oca^nas 
to  be  dme,  and  it  having  been  done  as  aattunv 
laed  bj  the  law,  I  had  supposed  tbe  reasomi 
udlgned  for  doing  it  mignt  have  recdved  a 
£ur  oorusideration.  Bat,  sir,  what  hare  we 
heard  9  A  fearfdl  array  of  alarm  and  danger, 
as  if  the  removal  of  a  few  millions  of  nneipended 
xnonejs  in  jour  treasory  wotdd  destroy  a  com- 
mercial and  baokiDg  capital  of  hondreds  of 
millions,  annihilate  the  credit,  and  involve  all 
the  wealth  and  industry  of  the  country  in  one 
common  min. 

Bot,  as  if  this  were  not  enoogh,  we  are  alanned 
with  reeolutions  alleging  assomptions  of  arbitrary 
poww;  with  proclamations  that  oar  inadtations 
wwe  moslnitod,  the  "  ooustitation  gone,"  and 
avercttntioa  oonnmunated.  And,  in  addition  to 
all  this,  we  are  to  be  intimidated  by  names,  and 

Sithe^  and  terms  of  reproach  for  the  saoriflce 
individoal  character,  and  honor,  and  fame. 
We  are  taunted  with  violations  of  the  ocmsti- 
tation  and  of  law,  and  of  ofScial  troBt ;  and  i 
with  epithets,  charging  dishonesty,  falsehood, 
oonoeahnent,  and  the  assumption  of  nngranted 
And  arbitrary  power,  as  if  tyranny  and  monarchy 
were  the  designed  objects  of  him  whom  the  peo- 
ple have  so  recently  elected  to  be  tbe  presenrer 
mnd  goardian  of  their  libertiM. 

Sir,  the  question  returns,  were  fhe  deports 
lerally  and  conadtntifHiaUj  removed  f 

The"  proof  of  the  power  to  remove  la  finind  in 
the  charter  and  law,  whidi  provide  that  the 
moneys  shall  be  depoidted  in  the  bank,  "  unleee 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry  shall  at  any  time 
otherwise  direct."  We  have  also  the  statement 
of  the  Seoetary  that  he  has  otherwise  directed, 
in  pnrBuance  of  that  law,  and  for  reasons  which 
he  deemed  satisfactory — the  President's  reasons, 
read  to  the  cabinet  Uie  18th  September,  giving 
to  the  people  the  reasons  which  induced  him 
some  months  before  to  urge  npon  the  depart- 
ment that  step,  and  those  reasons  given  with 
plainness,  and  openness,  and  candor,  sufficient 
to  mtitie  tiiem  to  reqteotfol  and  &ir  oonridmt- 
tifm.  The  result  is,  that  the  removal  was 
made  by  the  officer  appelated  by  the  law ;  that 
he  ^  so  in  aooordance  with  an  aot  of  Oongresa 
^Tiding  for  it,  and  agreeably  to  the  charter 
of  the  bank  authorizing  it;  that  the  reasons 
Are  given  as  the  law  provides  they  should 
be;  and,  finally,  that  all  this  was  done  with 
the  approbation  of  the  President,  and  for  the 
berit  interests  of  the  coantry,  as  they  judged ; 
and  the  reasons  of  their  jnt^fment  are  open  to 
the  people  and  to  Cwgreaa  to  Judge  u  their 
soffidency. 

But,  sir,  the  Senator  who  last  spoke  on  this 
qneation  compluned  of  the  President  for  giving 
ma  reasons  to  the  peoptei  on  the  ground  that 
•nob  a  poeedore  opdied  a  new  channel  of 
o<xnmmucation  unknown  to  and  unrecognized 
hy  the  constitution.  Why,  ^r,  X  did  not  know 
that  our  ooqftitutioik  had  closed  all  commu- 
nication between  the  Fre^dent  and  the  people 
who  elect  him.  I  thought  It  was  but  a  nillow- 
faig  out  the  prinoq>les  of  onr  ocmatitntion  to 


[Snm. 

instruct  and  enli^iten  tbe  people  as  to  what 
was  done  under  it. 

Bat,  sir,  do  not  let  it  be  aapposed  that  I  con- 
cede that  there  was  any  tmng  illegal  in  the 
removal  of  the  former  Secretary.  I  shall  have 
occasion  to  consider  that  question  in  tbe  coarse 
of  my  remarks.  The  plain  and  principal  objec- 
tion contahied  in  the  resolutloiu  before  the 
Senate  is,  *'  that  the  Preddent  has  assumed  the 
exercise  of  a  power  over  the  treasury  of  the 
United  States  not  granted  to  him  by  &^eon- 
Btitation  and  laws,  and  dangerous  to  theVber* 
ties  of  the  people." 

This  is  fonnded,  sir,  upon  the  snppocdtion 
that  there  must  have  been  a  violation  of  the 
law — I  mean  enacted  law.  The  charge  is 
tempted  to  be  maintained  by  calling  to  mind 
the  organizaUon  of  the  Treasury  Department. 
It  is  said  that  the  treasury  is  oi^anized  upon  % 
different  principle  from  the  rest  of  the  depart- 
ments, la  what  ramsiststhe  difference!  In 
name  ?  A  difference  of  name  is  to  alter  the 
power  nven  by  the  constitution  to  the  Execu- 
tive I  Bat  even  this  pomtion,  based  upon  a 
difference  of  name,  is  untenable.  In  the  next 
aot  passed  by  Oongress,  tbe  treasury  was  called 
an  executive  deputment ;  and,  among  other 
officers  of  this  executive  department,  was  speci- 
fied the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry. 

The  Senator  £rom  New  Jersey  not  only  ques- 
tioned the  right  of  the  Secretary  to  remove  the 
depicts,  but  his  power  to  place  them  dsewherei 
He  says  that  all  tbe  Secretary's  power  is  derived 
from  the  aot  of  1789,  and  tttat  his  power  has 
not  been  "  enlarged  or  contracted  since." 

Sir,  there  has  been  a  different  grant  of  power 
— a  grant  which  has  invested  the  Secretary 
with  a  discretionary  power.  Strong  as  this 
assertion  may  appear,  sir,  it  is  a  trae  one.  It 
has  pleased  tiie  Legislatare  to  invest  tbe  Secre- 
tary with  a  discretionary  power.  I  do  not  mean 
to  enter  into  tbe  consideration  of  the  propriety 
of  it.  I  take  the  laws  as  they  are ;  and  if  there 
be  blame  anywhere,  let  it  attach  where  it  be- 
longs, and  not  to  the  Secretary,  that  such  die* 
cretionary  power  exists.  I  have  alleged,  sir,  an 
alteration  hi  the  lav  reUtive  to  the  p<mer  of 
the  Secretary ;  now  for  the  issue.  I  find,  in 
an  act  making  alterations  in  the  Treasury  and 
War  Departments,  these  words : 

*'  An  act  makinff  alterations  In  tbe  Treasnry  and 
Wm  Departments?*   Approved  May  8,  1792. 

Extract  from  the  6th  section :  Sic.  6.  And  b$ 
it  father  tnaeUd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury shall  sapeiintend  the  collection  of  the  duties  on 
imports  and  tonnage  as  he  shall  judge  best." 

This  aot  refers  to  bim,  and  recognizea  him  as 
the  head  of  the  deparbnent.  It  ^ves  bim,  also, 
a  discretionary  and  superintendmg  power.  It 
tells  him  that  he  is  to  superintend  uie  ejection 
of  the  revenue,  "  aa  he  shall  Jndge  best."  Sir, 
what  is  comprehended  in  the  term  "snperin- 
ten^ng"  the  oolleotion  of  the  revenue  f  We 
all  know  that  it  is  to  collect  debt»— to  take 
poaaesaiou  of  moneys;  and  surely  we  mast 
keep  those  moneys  when  we  have  taken  poe- 
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Modon  of  them,  imleu  wd  are  parftoilarij' 
directed  where  to  place  them.  ^  then,  a  per- 
«»  is  to  eoUect  dwts,  he  is  also  to  keep  them, 
nnlees  directed  to  the  contrary.  Again:  do 
not  the  acts  recognizing  the  Secretary  as  the 
head  of  the  department  give  him  also  the 
power  to  direct  others  in  the  performance  of 
their  duties!  The  head  of  the  department 
stands  in  tiie  same  relation  to  those  around  him 
as  the  head  does  to  the  members  of  the  natnral 
bodj^  And,  rir,  !n  this  state  of  the  l(«al  power 
— a  Aoretionary  power  to  collect,  andof  conrse 
to  preserve  when  collected — what  becomes  of 
tte  grounds  of  the  alarm  widoh  has  been  rused 
that  the  Beeretaxy  has  aasomed  legislative 
power  f  they  are  all  assertions,  mere  asser- 
tions—contradicted  by  the  fact. 

The  Secretary  has  been  censnred  beoaose  he 
thonght  it  was  singular  that  snob  a  power 
shonM  be  intrusted  to  him,  and  that  Oongrew 
had  not  legislated  and  informed  lum  in  what 
manner  and  where  he  was  to  have  the  money 
kept.  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  now  to  in- 
qmre  why  prorinon  was  not  made  in  this 
respect  by  law.  Provision  was  not  made  nntil 
the  United  States  Bank  was  selected;  prior 
to  that  period  no  place  was  designatea  by 
law ;  and  when  the  moneys  are  not  deported 
in  that  bank,  bnt  are  directed  by  the  Secretary 
not  to  be  d«od.ted  Uier^  tbere  is  a^in  no  place 
frf  deport  de^gnated  by  law.  Btit,  it  has 
been  allctted  uiat  the  Treasurer  is  the  only 
person  who  Is  entitled  to  take  charge  of  the 
pnblio  moneys.  He  is  the  proper  person,  hot 
he  is  to  keep  them  sabject  to  the  control  of  the 
head  of  the  department.  The  latter  may  order 
him  in  what  place  to  keep  them.  The  whole 
argument  against  the  Secretary  has  proceeded 
on  ^e  assnmptioa  that  he  has  taken  the  de- 
posits out  of  the  bands  of  the  Tireasnrer,  and 
kept  tiiem  himself.  He  has  never,  tHi,  done 
tUs.  The  Seeretaiy  has  never  touched  it, 
new  contemplated  tiu  aotnal  keeping  oi  the 
numsT,  but  only  taH  the  T^reasorer  where  he 
should  keep  it ;  and  now  th«re  is  mneh  alarm 
ci  his  abuse  of  power.  But  there  is  a  distino- 
lion :  instead  of  keeping  it  himself,  under  his 
own  sapervi^tm,  he  tefis  the  Treasurer  the 
place,  and  tells  him  to  keep  it  there.  It  is  not 
out  of  the  power  or  control  of  the  Treasurer. 
It  is  sud  the  Treasurer  is  responsible ;  and  he 
is  so,  as  he  always  has  been,  precisely ;  there  is 
no  ohsAge,  save  that  the  Treasurer  is  to  keep 
it  in  a  different  vault  from  what  he  did.  •  Bnt 
he  has  no  money  if  the  Secretary  may  take  it 
away,  says  the  Senator  tnaa  New  Jersey. 
Vbo,  has  teken  it  awi^,  or  propoaed  to 
take  H  away  t  The  Beoetaiy  does  not  take  it 
awv'i  ordws  the  Treasurer  where  to 

keep  It  in  his  own  possesnon,  that  it  may  be 
most  convenient  and  useftil  to  the  Government. 
It  is  not  in  the  Treasurer's  power,  except  as 
keeper ;  the  Secretary  cannot  take  it  out  of 
1^  keroing ;  the  President  cannot.  It  all  re- 
Btdvea  itseu  into  this  atmjde  proposition,  that 
there  is  no  money  tak«i  oat  of  the  treasoiy. 


It  is  by  oonfoonduijg  propoailioii^  and  so  pUn 
aa  tlieBe,  by  making  no  distinction  between 
taking  money  oat  of  the  treasury,  and  directing 
where  it  shall  be  placed  in  the  treasury,  that 
great  misconduct  is  alleged,  and  ill  language 
used,  and  imputations  of  base  motives  are  cast 
upon  the  President  and  the  Secretary,  as  if  the 
moaey  had  been  scooped  out  of  the  treasury, 
and  carried  off,  instead  of  beinff  in  the  Treas- 
urer's keeping.  It  is  only  moved  from  one  side 
of  Ohesnut  street  or  State  street  to  the  other, 
being  still  in  the  treasury. 

the  Senator  from  Sonth  OaroUna  has 
arened  that  the  Secretary  claims  the  power  to 
Older  the  place  d  deport,  in  the  Bbsaue  of 
leg^datifHi :  but  there  u  l^jidatioa ;  and,  then- 
fore,  to  take  the  money  oat  of  the  United  States 
Bank  was  an  error,  because  he  asserted  there 
was  no  legislation,  when  there  was.  It  is  true 
there  was  lej^ation,  that  while  it  was  in  the 
bank  it  was  to  be  kept  there.  Bnt  whm  the 
power  <^  removal  is  osed  as  the  law  provides, 
there  is  then  an  absence  of  le^lation ;  and  if 
the  Senator  meant  to  go  frirtner  tlian  thia,  he 
is  in  error.  He  also  represents  the  Treasurer 
to  have  the  power,  and  not  the  Secretary ;  but 
the  I^reasnrer  has  no  power  to  move  or  remove, 
bnt  nuder  the  directum  of  the  Secretary,  as 
head.  Bib  has  poww  to  ke^  it,  bat  the  plaee 
where  Is  to  be  de^pated  imder  the  direction 
of  the  Secretary. 

It  is  alleged  the  Senator  tiiat  the  Secre- 
tary sappoeee  Oragress  had  the  power  to  dispose 
of  the  UHMwys  of  toe  United  Btatea  as  tiie  paMio 
interest  and  convenience  might  require ;  and 
that  Congress,  not  having  exerdsed  uiat  power, 
the  Secretary  had  the  power  to  dispose  of  it ; 
and  that  he  was  in  error  in  both  his  piopoa- 
tions:  for  if  Congress  had  such  power,  the 
money  might  be  applied  to  any  finatioal  scheme. 
Why,  sir.  Congress  has  the  power  of  di^;>oeal ; 
but  it  is  controlled  in  its  exercise  by  the  pn^wr 
olijeotB  of  l^nslation ;  it  may  go  so  far,  and  no 
farther.  If  all  that  was  meant  Is,  that  Gongrees 
had  no  power  to  spend  the  mtmey  for  improper 
purposes,  or  npiHt  prtdects  not  within  the  l^id- 
mate  sphere  of  legislation,  I  agree  with  hun ; 
that  power  is  neither  in  Congress  nor  the  Secre- 
tary. And  the  Secretary  has  not  daimed  for 
Congress  or  himself  any  snoh  power.  AU  he 
has  cltumed  was  a  right,  in  the  al»ence  of  leg^ 
latioD  by  Congress,  to  say  where  the  monej 
should  be  kept  by  the  Treasurer.  And  here  u 
the  fallacy  of  the  whole  argument. 

The  removal  of  a  former  Secretary  of  the 
Treasary  is  another  supposed  assumption  of 
arUtrary  power ;  and  his  character  has  been 
latided  for  the  purpose  of  aggravating  the  allied 
arbitrary  and  appnmve  ctiaracter  of  the  act. 
Sir,  I  am  of  opinion  that  no  laurels  are  to  be 
gathered  by  us  from  the  consideration  of  the 
fact  that  he  ever  was  Secretary ;  and  if  there 
be  any  thing  of  praise  or  of  glory  to  be  gaUied 
by  their  taking  his  name  and  honor  into  their 
kejmhig,  I  wish  them  Joy  of  the  acqoidtioa. 

The  right  to  remove  the  Secretary  is  denied. 
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hj  the  Senator  from  Eentacky.  The  power  of 
remoTal  is  given  in  that  olanse  of  the  ooostitn- 
tion  jdving  the  President  the  power  to  appoint 
all  officers  whose  appointment  is  not  otherwiae 
woTided  for  in  the  consdtation.  This  power 
b  not  limited  to  the  filUng  of  Tacanciea,  and, 
of  oonrsc^  earries  tiie  power  of  snhetitatlon. 
Tfaii  oaubvotion  was  pren  to  the  constitation 
In  tiie  aot  ereadng  the  Treasarj  Department. 
3!be  power  now  d^ed  sod  denoimoea  aa  tyran- 
nioal  is  exprudr  given  in  tiiat  law.  It  ii  as 

**8l0.  Y.  And  U  U  fitrtker  tnaeted,  That  when- 
ever  the  Semtw;  shall  be  remoTed  from  office  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  or  in  waj  other 
cam  of  vacancy  in  the  office  of  Secretair,  the  as- 
nitant  shall,  during  the  Tacaney,  bare  the  charge 
and  costody  of  the  records,  boohB,  and  papers  ap- 
pertaining to  the  s^d  office." 

'  The  practioe  has  been  nnifonn ;  and  this  is  a 
new  doctrine^  for  present  efTeot,  not  for  fbttire 
use.  And  this  is  the  power,  thns  given  in  the 
oonstitatlon,  sanctioned  bj  Congress,  and  prac- 
tised op4n,  that  is  denonnced  as  oppressive, 
and  as  euang  a  revolntitm. 

The  power  of  the  President  to  sttpsrintend 
and  control  the  subordinate  officers  is  not  only 
denied,  but  also  denooneed  as  nnoonstatndonal, 
tyrannical,  and  oppressive.  It  la  sdd,  if  that 
power  ia  in  the  l^^dent,  then  he  is  the  whole 
of  the  Oovermnent :  the  Government  then  la  a 
simple  madiine  enough ;  it  is  the  bed  of  Fro* 
cmstes,  to  cat  short  and  lengthen  its  victims  at 
pleasore.  I  am  for  no  enlarged  constmction 
ot  the  constitation;  for  no  acomnulation  of 
power  in  the  Government  of  the  Union ;  for  no 
angmoitation  <^  power  in  the  President;  for 
none  in  Congress.  I  resist  all  aogmentation  of 
power  1^  oonstmction.  I  am  for  the  oonslita- 
tion  as  it  is ;  I  have  sworn  to  Bnpport  it  as  it 
ift;  not  expanded  by  internal  improvement, 
American  syston,  and  a  moneyed  monopoly, 
till  it  sic^LB  wtui  r^letitm,  and  sinks  in  its 
own  loathed  rottenness;  nor,  on  the  other 
hand,  compressed  nntil  it  shall  he  a  humble 
BimpUant  to  the  States  for  the  air  to  breafte, 
uubdng  draied,  shall  ga^  and  die. 


FuDAT,  Jannary  17. 
Inguirif  into  th*  PubUe  ZXitim 

On  motion  d  Jir.  FomiBxraB,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  onudder  the  fi^owing  resolution, 
offered  l^Ur.  Cut: 

Bnolwed^  That  the  Coamiittee  on  finance  he 
reeted  to  Inquire  into  tlie  expediency  of  affording 
temporary  relief  to  the  commonity  from  the  prea- 
eat  pecuniary  embarrassment,  by  prolon^g  the 
imyment  of  revenue  bonds  as  they  fall  due,  the 
obiigora  paying  Interest  and  giving  satisfoctoi^  se- 
curity. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Kr.  Fob- 
SVTH,  tx)  strike  out  all  after  the  word  "Be- 
eolved,"  and  insert  the  followmg : 

That  the  Committee  on  Finance  inquire  into  the 
extent  and  causes  of  the  alleged  distreaaa  of  tha 


community,  and  into  the  propriety  of  le^sUtive 
interference  to  relieve  them." 

[Ik.  PomczTKR  spoke  earnestly  of  the  general 
distress  ut  the  country,  and  especially  at  New  Or^ 
leans,  and  the  ndnous  depression  of  commerce  and 
agriculture,  attributing  the  whole  to  the  remorsl  of 
the  deposits.] 

Hr.  Bzmour  said,  that,  with  respect  to  the 
state  of  things  existing  in  the  city  of  Kew  Or- 
leans, as  represented  by  the  Senator  from  the 
State  of  Misnasippi,  he  merely  wished  to  give 
a  brief  eiplanation,  derived  from  information 
wmtained  m  a  letter  dated  December  19th,  that 
he  had  received  from  a  gentleman  in  that  dty. 
But  first  he  would  aak  of  the  Senator  frorn 
LouinanL  (Mr.  Wagoauas,)  if  he  knew  the 
handwriting  in  the  letter,  and  whether  the 
writer  was  not  a  gentieman  of  character  and 
standing. 

The  letter  having  been  shown  to  Hr.  W., 
Hr.  FoiEmBXTXB  inquired  whether  the  gentle- 
man was  not  connected  with  one  of  the  pet  banks. 
Hr.  Bekton  then  referred  the  letter  to 
Hr.  FomDKXTKB,  who,  on  inspecting  it,  s^d 
that  the  writer  was  President  d  the  Herchants* 
Bulk  ot  Hew  Orleans  one  of  tlie  banks  selected 
to  receive  the  public  deposits. 

lb.  Bmov  resmned.  The  letter  he  sidd 
was  from  a  respectaUe  merchant,  wdl  ao- 
quainted  with  the  commwcial  transactions  of 
his  dty.  He  ^ves  a  very  satisfactory  account 
of  Uie  cause  which  had  produced  disb^  in 
Hew  Orleans.  In  the  first  {dace,  the  Branch 
Bank  there  received  a  peremptory  order  from 
the  mother  Bank  at  Philadelphia,  directing 
its  disoouDts  to  be  reduced- one  million  of  dol- 
lars. In  the  next  place,  the  Branch  refuses 
to  bnj  the  best  endorsed  paper  at  sixty  days, 
or  to  take  any  bill  whatsoever  on  the  West. 
Then  the  Branch  buys,  without  Ihnitation, 
bills  on  the  North;  bcdng  in  eonfonnity  to 
what  he  had  stated  when  he  last  addressed  the 
Senate  on  the  snhjeot.  And,  lastly,  in  peaking 
of  the  canses  of  pressure  in  the  mwey  mar- 
ket, the  gentleman  si^ :  "  You  are  well  aware 
that  abont  the  1st  of  Jannary  and  the  1st  of 
Harch,  in  consequence  of  the  bills  for  the  pur- 
chase of  produce  being  made  payable  at  those 
times,  a  great  scarcity  of  money  was  occasioned 
among  ^e  merchuits."  Now,  sir,  sidd  Hr.  B., 
we  have  the  whole  of'  the  canses  which  have 
produced  the  distress  existing  in  New  Orleans ; 
and  to  meet  this  distress  there  is  a  peremptory 
,  order  to  the  Branch  Bank  to  reduce  its  dis- 
counts—to refose  good  paper  and  to  bay  largely 
biUs  on  Philadelphia  fbr  the  purpose  of  prodno- 
ing  as  great  a  disbress  among  her  merchants  as 
pwtiUe. 

Semoval  of  Depatitt. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration 
of  Hr.  Clat's  resolutions  on  ^e  removal  of  the 
depouts;  when 

Hr.  Bivx&  of  Virginia,  sfud:  The  subject  we 
are  oonaldenng,  is  admitted,  on  all  hands,  to  he 
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one  of  the  h^est  importanoe,  deriving  an 
eq»edal  interest  from  the  dutrees  and  embar- 
rassment which  are  said  at  the  present  moment 
to  pervade  the  commnnitx-  In  regard  to  the 
extent  of  that  distress,  it  may,  and  probably  has 
been  exaggerated,  and  it  is  destined,  I  trust, 
above  all,  to  be  of  transitory  deration.  Bnt 
that  it  has  existed,  and  still  exists  to  a  very  con- 
nderable  extent,  there  can  be  no  doubt ;  and 
we  are  now  called  upon  to  invealag&te  the  oanses 
of  the  eviLand  to  i^ply  a  suitable  and  efitetnal 
remedy.  Bat,intlwperfonnanoeoftiii8o£ace, 
let  U8  be  oareftd  not  to  vdstake  a  mere  symp- 
tom for  the  ^sease  itsell^  and  by  an  empirical 
practice  addressed  to  the  momentary  palliation 
or  removal  of  the  cme,  to  add  to  and  confirm 
the  violence  aud  danger  of  the  other. 

For  myself^  sir,  I  believe  that  the  disease  is 
far  more  deeply  seated  than  the  honorable 
mover  of  the  resolutions  now  under  considera- 
tion supposes.  It  has  its  origin  in  the  vices 
of  our  own  legation,  and  wiU  require  the 
cantery  and  the  knife  for  its  extirpation.  I  am 
not  leas  sensible,  I  trust,  sir,  than  other  gentie- 
men,  to  the  sufbrings  of  any  portion  of  my 
feUow-dtizena^  bnt  I  must  aay  tnat  the  present 
crisis  whatever  be  its  aevwi|y,  comes  dleviated 
by  one  high  consolation.  It  is  calculated  to 
awaken,  and  I  tmst  it  will  awaken,  all  of  us  to 
the  true  nature  and  dangerous  character  of  that 
formidable  moneyed  power  which  we  have  built 
up  by  our  own  laws,  and  which  now  sits  en- 
throned upon  our  statute  book  in  the  pride  of 
chartered  prerogative.  8ir,  we  have  hereto- 
fore been  singolarly  deaf  to  the  monitory  lessons 
delivered  to  us  by  our  fathers  and  predecessors. 
In  vain  ^d  the  republican  statesmen  of  '91  warn 
us  of  the  fatal  consequences  of  this  "  first  trana- 
gres^on  "  of  the  sacred  limits  of  the  constitution 
—in  vain  did  If  r.  Jefferson,  In  that  pnmhetio 
passage  which  was  read  to  na  tlie  other  &j  by 
the  Swator  from  Iflaaouri,  Qir.  BraiTrar,)  tdl  ua 
that  of  all  poadble  institutlona  "this  was  the 
one  of  most  deadly  hostility  agiunst  ^e  princi- 
ples and  form  of  our  constitution,"  and  Uiat  if 
permitted  to  exist,  it  wonld  one  day  reduce  the 
constituted  authorities  of  the  nation  themselvee 
under  vassidage  to  Its  wilL  In  vidn,  sir,  did 
the  eloqaent  voice  of  the  Senator  from  Kentacky 
himself  Q£t.  Cut,)  on  another  occasion,  warn 
us  that  this  corporation,  though  then  wielding 
less  than  one-third  of  its  present  capital  and 
resources,  was  fraught  with  the  most  serious 
"  danger  to  our  liberties  " — liberties  which  the 
honorable  Senator  seems  now  to  think  can  be 
preaerred  <mly  by  upholding  this  same  corpora- 
tion against  the.  jost  animadvermons  of  the 

gnblio  Amctionaries  appi^ted  to  supervise  it. 
ir,  all  these  warnings  have  been  unheeded  by 
ua,  till  the  distresses  which  it  has  now  wan- 
tonly inflicted  upon  the  country,  with  the  ob- 
Tioos  design  of  influendng  and  controlling  our 
proceedings  here,  must  have  brought  home  to 
all  of  ua,  I  trust,  a  deep  conviction  of  the  danger 
and  capacities  of  misiuuef  inherent  in  this  great 
monopoly. 


[Jakcart,  18S4. 

It  will  hardly  now  be  contended,  I  presume^ 
by  any  gentleman  who  has  taken  the  trouble  to 
examme  the  subject,  that  the  present  distress  is 
the  necessary  oons^uence  of  the  ranoval  of 
the  public  deposits  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  It  has  been  expressly  admitted,  in  a 
quarter  entitled  to  the  highest  consideration, 
not  only  from  tbe  distinguished  emiilence  of 
tlie  gentleman  liimiwlf^  but  from  the  special 
relation  in  which  he  stands  to  the  bank,  [Mr.  B. 
here  alluded  to  the  ^eedi  of  Hr.  Bluneyin  the 
House  of  Represeuti^Tea,]  that  the  removal  ot 
the  deposits  par  te  is  not  a  sufficient  or  Justifi- 
able cause  for  the  present  distress — that  thia 
removal  is  a  thing  whidi  might  happen,  and 
had  happened  before  in  the  histoir  of  tne  bank, 
without  produdng  any  distress  or  mecmvenience 
to  the  oommunity.  Sir,  a  removal  of  the  public 
deposits  from  the  bank  happens,  in  effect,  when- 
ever an  wplioation  of  the  public  moneys  to  the 
public  dent,  or  to  the  current  expenses  of  the 
Government,  exhausts  the  amount  wluch  is  to 
the  credit  of  tbe  United  States  in  Bank.  If  we 
are  to  credit  the  book  which  the  bank  itself 
has  laid  on  onr  desks,  (tbe  report  of  ita  com- 
mittee on  the  expositiMi  of  the  President  to  lua 
Cabinet,)  a  removal  of  the  deports,  in  this  wi^, 
has  ocoiured  at  a  very  recent  period,  without 
leading  to  any  pressure  on  the  community. 
The  bank  informs  us,  in  that  document,  that 
in  tbe  month  of  March  last,  when  the  protested 
bill  on  the  FMnch  Government  returned  upon 
it,  there  was,  after  deducting  the  advances  it 
had  made  on  that  bill,  "less  than  two  thousand 
dollars  of  the  whole  funds  of  the  Government 
in  the  bank  1 "  And  yet  it  appears  fh)m  its 
monthly  returns  that,  notwithstanding  this  ex- 
haustion of  the  public  deposits,  it  was  at  that 
time  actually  enlar^pug,  instead  of  curtailing  its 
discounts. 

S^s.  if  the  removal  of  the  deports  has  pro- 
duced the  late  severe  and  grinding  praasnn^ 
upon  Hie  conmiunity,  thore  u  a  singular  dis- 
proportion indeed,  between  the  cause  and 
the  effect.  It  appears  from  statements  now 
before  me,  that,  on  tbe  1st  day  of  August  last^ 
when  tile  bank  commenced  its  curtailments,  the 
amount  of  public  deposits  in  its  vaults  was 
$7,699,841;  on  tbe  1st  of  December,  that 
amount  was  still  $5,162,259,  making  a  diminu- 
tion of  ^,487,682  only.  By  the  returns  of  the 
bank,  it  is  shown  that  on  the  1st  of  August  ita 
discounts  amounted  to  $64,160,849.  On  the 
Ist  of  December  they  were  $54,463,104,  making 
a  reduction  of  ^soounts,  In  four  months,  <n 
near  ten  miDiona,  to  meet  a  diminution  of  ^ 
ponts  of  less  tium  two  and  a  half  miUimis;  and 
this  by  an  Institution  which,  according  to  its 
own  showing,  had  not  only  not  reduced,  but 
actually  enlturged  its  ^sconnts,  at  a  time  when 
the  public  deposits  in  its  vaults  had,  by  ra^ id 
Mid  large  diminutions,  been  broueht  down  to 
"  less  than  two  thousand  dollars  1 

It  is  clear,  then,  that  the  removal  of  the  de- 
podts  alone  has  not  produced  the  existing  £s- 
tteaa.  Bnt  it  was  the  removal  of  the  depodts 
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JlHVAsr,  1884.] 

connected  (as  we  are  told,  from  the  same  anthen- 
tio  quarter  already  referred  to)  with  the  doo- 
trine  that  the  operationa  of  the  GoTemment 
and  the  badness  of  the  conunnoitj,  can  hence- 
forward be  carried  on  withoat  the  Bank  of  tiie 
United  States — ^it  was  the  intention  manifested 
**  of  separating  the  people  from  the  hank,  and 
tbe  bank  from  the  people."  as  it  la  expressed, 
which  prodnced  the  oonvnMon.  We  are  then 
to  presnme,  that  it  was  to  pat  down  liiis  doo- 
trine— to  demonstrate  tJie  dependence  <3t  the 
Government  and  nation  on  this  great  institu- 
tion— to  show  that  the  pwpla  oannot  be  aepa- 
nted"  flwm  it  without  ndn  and  cooAision— 
that  dl  this  distrm  has  been  Tinted  upon  the 
oonntiT. 

Vith  like  views,  doabtleaa,  an  exhibit  was 
wesented  of  the  aonnal  operations  of  the  bank 
m  tiie  Tariooa  forms  of  exchange,  domestic  and 
foreign,  disconnts,  oironlation  of  notes,  &c. ; 
showing  the  extent,  the  alarming  extent,  to 
which  this  institntion  has  mixed  itoelf  np  with, 
and  acqaired  a  control  over,  the  ordinary  bnsi- 
n«BS  and  interests  of  the  conntry.  Sir,  if  Uiere 
be  gentiemen  here  who  do  not  see  in  this 
e]duDit  a  most  fearful  revelatiou  of  the  power 
and  inflnenoe  <tf  Uie  bank,  ther  have,  I  con- 
ftn^  mndk  firmer  nervea  than  I  can  pret^ 
to.  It  appears  from  this  portentouB  PHw, 
that  the  operations  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  in  domestio  exchanges  alone,  nnder 
one  form  or  another,  dnring  the  year  1883, 
amonnted  to    -     -     •  $^41,717,910 

Li  fbreign  exchange,     -  18,468,787 


Total  amonnt  of  exchaiiM,  $266,174,647 

Two  hondred  andfifly-five  miUioDS  one  hnn- 
dred  and  seventy-four  thooaand  and  six  hnndred 
and  fiirty-seven  dollars  I 

To  which  most  be  added  the  loans  and  dia- 
ooonta  of  the  bank,  wMdi  averaged  in  that 
year,        ....  $88,871,849 

And  tbe  droolaticm  tit  notes  of  t3ie  bank^ 
averaging  for  the  same  year,  $B0.809,84S 

Now,  or,  I  wonld  ask  every  candid  and  re- 
flecting man  if  an  institDtion  enjoying  snoh  a 
monopoly  as  this,  at  Uie  general  commerce  and 
eircnlation  of  the  oonntry,  incorporating  itself^ 
as  it  has  been  its  policy  to  do,  wmi  the  ordinary 
transactions  of  the  commnnity  to  so  fearful  an 
amount,  exerdsin^,  consequently,  a  control  over 
tbe  fortunes  and  mterests,  the  fears  and  hopes, 
of  so  many  persons — if  sach  an  institntion  does 
not  wield  a  power  of  the  most  tremendous  and 
alarming  character — a  power  altogether  xm- 
diecked  by  the  State  banks,  for  the  Senate 
-will  recollect  the  siguifioant  statement  made  1^ 
the  prerident  cf  the  bank  to  a  oommittee  cf 
this  House  in  1880,  that  "there  are  very  few 
Iwuiks  (State)  which  mi^  not  be  destroyed  by 
an  exertion  of  the  power  of  the  bank  (U.  S."> 
Sir,  sooner  or  later,  evil,  dire  evil,  mnst  have 
oome,  of  so  tremendous  a  power,  nncheoked 
and  irresponnble,  concentrated  in  the  hands  of 
a  great  mon^ed  corporation.  It  is  well  that 
"     aa  exertion  of  that  power/*  so  sigDiflcantly 


[Ssum 

vaunted,  and  now  so  wantcmly  put  in  practice, 
we  have  been  aroused  to  a  sense  of  our  danger, 
before  it  is  too  late  to  provide  for  our  secunty. 

The  true  seat  of  the  disease  with  which  the 
body  politic  is  affected,  is  here :  it  is  in  the 
existence  of  this  powerfVil)  remorseless,  and 
overshadowing  monopoly.  What,  then,  is  the 
remedy  ?  Is  it  by  sucoumbiu^  to  its  dictation, 
to  add  to  its  power  by  restonng  the  deposits, 
(the  grand  panacea  proposed  to  us,)  to  increase 
its  resources  for  fUture  annoyance,  to  enla^  its 
m  cans  of  influence,  and  multi^  we  chances  of 
perpetuating  its  existence  I  «r,  if  we  have  not 
firmness  to  resist  the  panic  which  the  bank  has 
madeapretezt  of  the  removal  ofthedcvwdts  fat 
creating,  how  much  less  shall  we  be  able  to  bear 
the  more  serious  pressure  for  which  it  will  find 
a  real  and  operative  cause  in  the  expiration  of 
its  charter,  when,  to  provide  for  its  returning 
circulation,  and  the  payment  of  its  stockholders 
and  its  depocdtors,  it  must  call  in,  instead  of  ten 
millions,  the  whole  sixtj*  or  seventy  millions  of 
debt  due  to  it  ?  Sir,  can  any  one  have  berai  so 
unrefiectiDg  as  to  suppose  that  we  ^ould  ever 
be  able  to  throw  off  tne  frightful  incubus  of  this 
bloated  mom^oly,  without  a  latter  and  punfiil 
stmgglef  Has  w  uperioioe  of  1811,  when 
the  barter  of  tbe  first  bank  of  the  United 
States  expired,  been  entirely  foi^ten  ?  Then, 
as  now,  the  same  scene  of  bringing  fnward  the 
State  banks  in  Philadelphia,  as  advocates  on 
beh^  of  the  United  States  Bank,  was  gotten 
up,  with  this  honorable  distinction  in  favor 
of  the  present  times,  that  then  all  of  those  banks 
came  fivward  at  the  bidding  of  the  United 
States  Bank,  now,  some  five  or  six  of  them 
have  had  the  firmness  to  refuse.  Then  there 
were  not  only  memorials  from  boards  trade, 
and  public  meetings,  as  now,  but  there  were 
formal  deputations  sent  to  this  place,  to  lay 
their  complaints  before  Ooogp-ess,  and  a  com- 
mittee <^  this  body  was  appointed  to  hear  and 
iuTeStigate  tlum.  Then,  too,  there  was  a  pause 
in  the  operatims  of  trade ;  and  the  products  of 
agrieultore  sustwued  a  depression,  of  which  the 
fact  then  sti^  in  Congress,  that  flour  had 
fUlen  in  a  Unr  days  from  ten  to  seven  dollar^ 
may  serve  as  a  set-off  to  ail  that  we  have  heard 
on  tlds  floor,  for  some  d^s  past,  oonoeming  the 
ominous  decuine  in  the  price  of  cotton.  But. 
sir,  our  predecessors  had  the  firmness  to  stand 
up  against  all  this  terrorism,  and  to  r^rd  the 
cause  of  the  constitution  and  the  public  liberty 
as  dearer  to  the  American  peiwle  than  the 
transitory  state  of  the  mon^  market 

I  hope,  dr,  we  shall  follow  th^  example. 
If  we  yield  to  the  panic  witii  which  we  are 
now  assailed,  and  restore  the  deposits,  which 
the  bank  has,  by  its  misconduct,  Justly  forfeited, 
the  triumph  of  this  dangerous  and  unconstitu- 
tional institntion  is  ccnnplete,  and  its  re-charter 
virtually  decided.  Do  we  not  all  here  feel 
that  these  qnestions  are  one  and  the  same? 
Does  not  the  whole  course  of  the  arguments  we 
have  h^ud  on  the  modtu  cpu-Mtdi  of  the  re- 
moral  f^the  depodta  in  poducing  the  existing 
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distress,  and  in  what  manner  their  restoration 
would  tend  to  relieve  it,  show  that  neither  the 
removal  nor  the  restoration  are  r^arded,  ex- 
cept as  signs  expressing  the  termination  or 
renewal  of  the  bank  charter ;  and  thatj  in  tmtii, 
it  is  the  bank  itself,  and  not  the  deposits,  which 
is  in  issue  t  Beatore  the  depodte,  and  what 
will  happen  f  Another  sadden  and  ^reat  ex- 
pansion of  disooonta  by  the  bank,  bringmg  more 
and  more  of  tiie  ecHnmmiltgr  within  ha  poww, 
and  at  tiie  end  of  two  jein  when  its  charter 
expires,  if  anjreristanoe  ahoold  then  be  <^fored 
to  its  renewal,  we  shall  find  ooraelvei  in  the 
merciless  gripe  of  another  bank  contraction, 
far  more  agonizing  than  one  we  now  endure — a 
crisis  to  which  oor  courage  and  prindplea  must 
certainly  prove  inadequate,  if  we  have  not  tiie 
firmness  to  meet  the  present  triaL  On  the 
other  hand,  if  the  deponta,  bang  withdrawn, 
are  permitted  to  remain  so,  the  Dank  will  see 
in  that  resolution  its  own  fste  finally  determined 
— with  snoh  an  admonition,  it  will  go  on  gradn- 
ally  to  prepare  for  the  winding  np  of  its  affurs, 
(for,  happily,  it  will  not  have  it  in  its  power  to 
iniUct  farther  injory  on  the  ctnnmanity,  without 
doing  sUIl  greater  iijury  to  ita  own  interests,) 
tbe  State  Banks  at  the  same  time,  will  be  en- 
vied provresuvely  to  extend  their  aooommoda- 
tktns,  and  we  sbaU  finally  get  rid  of  this  tyran- 
nical and  nnconstitutional  monopoly,  at  the 
expense  of  no  otiier  soflTenog  than  uiat  to  which 
we  have  already  been  subjected. 

It  is  in  view  of  this  great  conanmmatioD, 
Mr.  President,  the  final  extinction  of  this  dan- 
gerous and  unconstitutional  moneyed  corpora- 
tion, overshadowing  alike  the  Government  and 
title  people,  that  I,  for  one,  am  willing  to  let  the 
measures  iriiioh  bAve  been  taken  have  tiicir 
course. 

Kr,  of  bU  the  reforms,  social,  political  or 
eoonomioal,  required  by  the  great  interests  of  the 
eonntrr  that  which  is  most  urgentiy  demanded, 
and  which  promises  in  its  accomplishment  the 
laa^gest  results  of  utility,  seouri^,  and  publio 
benefit,  la,  beyond  comparison,  the  restoration 
of  the  Qovemment  to  what  it  was  lutended  by 
the  framers  of  the  confltitutiou  to  be,  a  hard- 
money  Qovemment.  We  are  too  much  in  the 
habit,  Mr.  President,  of  regarding  the  evils  of 
the  paper  system  as  necessary  and  incurable, 
and  of  being  content  witii  the  delusive  palliation 
of  those  e^ls  supposed  to  be  draived  from  the 
controlling  aapremaf^  of  a  Hatioaal  Bank. 
Kothiog,  in  mj  oi^on,  is  more  denunuteabto 
than  that  the  gnat  evil  of  that  qratem,  its 
niinoiu  flaetnationa  aridog  from  alternate  ex- 
wmsiODs  and  oontinotions  of  bank  issues,  mak- 
mg  a  lottery,  in  effect,  of  private  fortunes,  and 
eonwtiag  idl  perq>eotive  contracts  and  trans- 
aoti<»u  into  a  species  of  gambling— nothing  can 
be  more  certain  than  that  these  ruinous  fluctu- 
ations (and  we  have  a  striking  proof  of  it  in 
the  present  distresses  of  the  country)  are  in- 
ereaaed,  instead  of  being  diminished,  by  the 
^stmceof  an  institution  of  each  absMDte  aa- 
oendent^,  that  whan  it  expands  the  State  Banks 
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ea^and  with  it ;  when  it  contracts,  those  banks 
are  forced  in  self-defence  to  contract  also. 
Whatever  influence  such  an  institution  may  be 
supposed  to  exert,  in  preserving  the  soundness 
of  the  currency,  that  object  would  be  much 
more  effeotoally  promoted  by  a  return,  as  far  as 
practicable,  to  a  metallic  (uroulation.  The  first 
step  towards  that  return  is  to  let  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  go  down.  Its  notes  being 
withdrawn,  the  oonvenieDoe  (tf  traveling  alone 
would  inunediately  create  a  demand  for  gold 
otnnB,  as  a  snbstitat^  and  enfbroe  the  necessity 
of  omrectiu  that  mtder-valuaticoi  of  them  at 
the  mint,  which  is  aaid  to  have  contributed  to 
their  di8ai^>earanoe.  In  ooncnrrence  with  this, 
let  measnres  be  taken,  as  it  is  believed  eflTectual 
measures  may  be  taken,  to  discourage  and  sup- 
presa  the  circulation  of  bank  notes  under  a 
certain  denomination,  (t«i  or  twenty  dollars,) 
of  which  the  effect  would  be,  to  produce 
another  accession  to  the  metsllio  circulating 
medium.  The  ordinary  channels  of  circulation 
being  thus  supplied  with  gold  and  silver,  the 
Government  would  be  prepared,  without  hard- 
ship to  the  public  creditor,  to  require  payment 
of  its  dues  in  specie,  and  ihxa  realiae  a  refbnn, 
than  which  none  could  be  more  deeply  interest- 
ing, in  every  aq>6ot,  to  the  safety  and  pros- 
perity of  the  country. 

Sir,  here  is  an  object  worthy  to  engage  tiie 
most  anxioos  labors  of  the  patriot  and  states- 
man, and  I  feel  persuaded  tiiat,  with  a  tithe  of 
the  effort  and  talent  daily  expended  in  the 
ephemeral  contests  of  party,  he  should  see  it 
happily  aooomplished,  I  conjure  gentlemen, 
then,  with  ability  so  eminent^  fitted  for  tiiia 
great  work,  to  leave  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  to  its  fate — a  fato  already  pronounced  by 
the  voice  of  the  nation,  and  caUed  for  by  the 
Id^hest  considerations  connected  with  the  aafety 
or  our  free  InBtitntitma— and  bring  forwara 
their  powerM  aid  .in  an  effort  to  restore  the 
Government  to  its  true  constitntional  character 
and  destination — ^that  of  a  simple,  solid,  hard- 
money  Government 

But  I  shall  doubtiess  be  asked,  Hr.  Presidoit, 
i^  in  this  instance,  the  public  fiiuth  has  been 
broken,  and  the  r^hts  of  tiie  bank  violated, 
will  I  not  repur  tiie  breach,  and  redress  the 
wrong  t  Sir,  if  such  were  the  case,  I  would,  but 
in  my  humble  judgment  and  I  h<^  to  be  able 
to  ahow  it,  the  publio  uith  has  sustiuned  no 
vifdation — the  bank  no  wrong ;  and  this  brings 
ns  to  tlw  oondderatiffli  of  the  rinto  of  the  bank, 
aa  seonred  by  ita  diarter.  uenti«nen  have 
argued  aa  if  the  bank,  by  the  bonus  which  it 
paid,  of  a  million  and  a  half  of  dolWs,  had 
punmased  a  right  to  the  deposits  of  the  public 
mmiey.  But  nothing  is  more  obvious,  from  the 
face  of  the  bank  charter  itself,  and  especially 
from  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, (Hr.  Dallas,)  which  transmitted  and  ex- 
pluned  it,  than  that  the  bonus  was  the  con- 
sideration, not  for  tiie  public  deposits,  but  for 
the  charter  grant — for  the  act  of  incorpmration, 
conferring  on  tiie  snbscriben  to  tiut  bank  tiia 
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faculties  and  prlTileges  of  a  body  politic  and 
corporate,  empowered,  as  snch,  to  cany  on  the 
trade  of  banking  with  a  oapital  of  tldrty-five 
millions  of  dollars,  to  hola  property  to  the 
unoont  of  fifty-five  millions,  to  make  by-laws 
for  the  Government  of  the  corporation,  to 
establish  offices  of  discounts  and  deposit  in  any 
of  the  States  or  Territoriea  of  the  Union,  and 
for  the  express  Btipalation,  pledging  the  faith 
of  the  United  States  that  no  other  bank  should 
be  established  by  Congress  daring  the  continu- 
ance of  the  sud  corporation. 

These  evidently  were  the  "  exdnsive  priv- 
3^ea  and  benefits  conferred  by  the  act"  of 
incorporation,  "in  conrideration of  which"  the 
iMmns  was  to  be  raid. — and  were  they  not  of 
-nine  enough,  Vx.  FKaident,  of  a  character  raffi- 
dently  important  to  merit  and  JnstiQr  iho  price 
to  be  pua  for  themt  Why,  nr,  among  them 
ia  a  great  sovereign  power  granted  to  this  cor- 
poration, that  of  establishing  subordinate  banks 
-within  the  jorisdiction  of  the  States,  independ- 
ent of  the  consent,  and  exempt  from  the  legis- 
lation of  the  States  in  which  they  may  be 
established-— a  power  which  Mr.  Madison  de- 
clared, in  the  debates  on  the  creation  of  the 
first  bank  in  1791,  "  ought  not  to  be  delegated 
to  any  set  of  men  xmder  the  sun."  The  depomt 
oi  the  pnblio  moneys  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  can  with  no  proprietr  be  cmtndered  "  an 
ezdndve  privilege  or  benefit  ocm&rred  on  the 
Bank  of  the  Uidted  States  by  the  act  of  incor- 
poration ; inasmuch  as  that  act  expressly  re- 
serves to  the  Government,  by  its  financial 
ofBoer,  the  power  to  deposit  the  public  moneys 
in  other  banks,  if  it  ahomd  think  proper  to  do  bo. 

Let,  dr,  the  docnmeut  I  have  already  re- 
ferred to,  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Tieasarj  transmitting  to  Gongress  the  plan  of 
tiie  bank,  be  examined,  and  nothing  can  appear 
dearer  uum  that  the  true  and  rundamental 
contract  between  the  Government  and  the  bank 
la  that  which  I  have  stated — the  grant  of  the 
Important  corporate  faculties  and  priTileees 
ali«ad^  mentioned,  on  die  <nie  ride,  and  uie 
payment  the  bonus  on  the  other.  The  pro- 
vlsions  in  regard  to  the  dqiosit  of  the  public 
snon^  by  the  Government,  and  the  tninsfer 
and  distribntion  of  them  by  the  hank,  were 
treated  as  h^ng  of  an  incidental  kind,"  and 
regarded  in  the  light  of  "  mutual  equivalents," 
(the  one  a  compensation  for  the  other,)  grow- 
ing oat  of  "  the  fiscal  conneotion  between  the 
bank  and  the  public  treasury."  So  long  as  the 
pnhlic  moneys  sbonld  be  deponted  in  the  Bank 
<tf  the  United  States,  the  bank  would  be  bound 
to  transfer  and  distribute  them  as  the  exigencies 
of  the  Government  shoold  require.  When 
they  ceased  to  be  depodted  there,  the  bank 
would  be  relieved  from  that  obligation.  Hie 
depodta  being  reserved  under  the  oiscretionflry 
control  of  the  Government,  which  conid  con- 
tinue  or  withhold  them  at  its  pleasure,  could 
not  rationally  form  a  part  of  the  consideration, 
for  which  a  fixed  and  nndiangeahle  equivalent 
vaB  to  be  paid  In  the  form  of  a  bmtiB. 


From  ihu  general  review  ttf  the  ooodiiet  of 
the  baok  in  its  Tarlons  rel^ons  to  the  pnUie,  I 
hope  I  have  shown,  lb*.  Frerideut,  tut  it,  at 
lef^  has  no  Just  cause  to  ocnmplain  ot  the 
animadveruon  with  which  it  has  been  visited 
in  the  removal  of  the  public  deposits.  I  trust 
also,  sir,  that  I  have  shown  that  in  the  act  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  ordering  that 
removal,  there  was  no  want  of  l^al  authority. 
Here,  then,  believing  as  I  do,  that  our  highest 
duties  to  the  constitution  and  to  the  public 
liberliee  forbid  our  doing  any  thing,  not  requir- 
ed by  law  and  Justice,  whiofa  would  tend  to 
strengthen  this  dangerous  and  unoonstitutiDnal 
institution,  (and  such,  I  think,  would  be  the 
inevitable  tendency  of  a  reettwatvm  of  the 
deposite,)  I  might  nave  bera  content  to  t6imi>- 
nate  my  view  of  the  subject  Bnt  grave  ques- 
tions of  oonstitational  law  bare  been  made  in 
regard  to  the  rights  and  powers  of  the  Chief 
Executive  office  on  this  occasion,  which  ought 
not  to  be  shunned.  Questions  of  this  sort, 
whenever  they  arise,  sbonld  be  firmly  me^ 
and  fully  and  furly  canvassed,  as  nothing 
can  be  of  deeper  interest  to  the  people  and  to 
the  States  of  this  confederacy,  than  the  ascertain- 
ment of  the  true  principles  of  that  constitution 
which  they  have  "  ordained  and  established." 

I  will  now,  Mr.  Freradent,  examine  the  semal 
p<^tioos  taken  by  the  Senator  from  Eentnoky, 
(Mr.  Cut,)  in  relation  to  this  quaatifm  ot  ooa- 
stitntional  power.  The  hmorable  Senator 
affirms  that,  by  what  has  been  done  with 
regard  to  the  removal  of  the  public  depositB 
from  the  Bank  of  the  United  St^ea,  the  Eaeon- 
tive  has  nsurped  the  power  over  the  Treasury 
and  the  pnluio  purse,  which  the  constitution 
has  exolnnvely  vested  in  the  Lf^gialatiTe  Depart- 
ment. In  enforcing  this  position,  sir,  he  has 
presented  to  ns,  with  his  characteristic  elo- 
quence, the  alarming  oonseqnenoes  of  a  union 
of  the  power  of  the  sword  and  of  the  purse  in 
the  same  hands.  As  no  topic  is  better  calcu- 
lated to  arouse  Jealoudes  of  a  free  people 
than  this,  it  beoomea  lu  to  analyze  and  examme 
it,  and  to  see  hov&r  it  has  any  jnsti^ication 
to  the  subject  under  oonrideration.  Sir,  it  is 
a  great  maxim  of  constitutional  liberty,  in  that 
country' from  which  we  have  derived  bo  many 
of  our  institntions,  that  the  powers  of  the  sword 
and  the  purse  should  be  kept  separate  and  dis- 
tinct; and  as  the  maxim  comes  to  na  from 
thence,  we  cannot  better  ascertain  its  scope 
and  meaning,  than  by  seeing  how  It  is  nnder- 
stood  and  practiced  there.  In  Englan^  the 
power  of  the  aword  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
Mog.  He  can  declare  war.  make  peace,  rdse 
atnues,  equip  fleets.  But  the  supplies  for  the 
prosecution  of  the  war,  for  the  support  of  the 
army  and  navy,  can  be  obtalnea  only  by  a 
vote  <MF  Parilament:  and  thus  the  power  of 
ttke  purse  is  lodged  in  the  hands  of  uie  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people.  This  Is  considered 
the  great  security  of  English  liberty — that  the 
"Khtg  who  holds  the  power  of  the  sword,  has  no 
powerorer  the  pnhuo  pone.  Bnt  what  is  lUa 
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power  of  the  pxiree,  which  is  thtis  jealonslj  and 
-wisely  withheld  from  the  Eroontive  2£b0b6^  f 
Tniy,  rar,  evidently  the  power  of  drawing 
mon^  from  the  pockets  of  the  ^o^le,  and  tu 
designating  the  objects  to  which  it  shall  be 
^'^led. 

The  power  of  the  parse,  then,  of  which  we 
have  heard  so  mnoh  in  the  course  of  this  dis- 
onsaion,  and  so  maoh,  X  most  be  permitted  to 
Bay,  that  is  vagne  and  iadeterminate,  is,  in  the 
tme  oonstitntional  sense,  the  power  of  taxation 
and  appn^riation — the  power  of  raising  mwiey 
by  taxes,  of  determiniav  in  what  manner  and 
to  whAt  amonnt  they  shall  be  ndsed*  and  to 
what  objeots  they  shall  be  f^plled.  Tus  great 
power,  nere,  as  in  England,  is  eiclamvely 
Tested,  as  it  onght  to  be,  in  the  immediate 
rqnesentatiTes  of  the  people.  The  oon8tittitii<ni 
expresdy  dedares  th^  '*  Oongress  shall  have 
power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  datiee,  imposts," 
&o.,  and  tiiat  "  no  money  shall  be  drawn  from 
the  Treasary  bat  in  conseqnence  of  ^proi>rift- 
tions  made  by  law."  These  are  the  provisions 
of  the  constitution  which  oonfer  and  define  the 
power  of  Hie  pnrse.  But  while  the  general 
powers  to  n^se  and  appropriate  money  for  the 
public  serrice  were  Tested  in  Oongresa^  It  cer- 
tainly nerer  ooold  have  hem  Intended  Hiat 
Oon^MB  itsalf  was  to  collect,  to  reodve,  to 
fce^  to  disbnrae,  the  public  money.  These 
are  snbordinate  miniaterial  flmetions,  which 
miu^  of  neceaaity,  be  performed  by  Exeootive 
agents,  nnder  the  general  provision  of  the  law. 
In  EnglaiuL  sir,  where,  as  we  have  seen,  the 
power  of  the  pnrae  is  foDy  and  effectaally 
vested  in  Parliament,  it  is,  never&eless,  the 
Exchequer  and  the  Treasnry,  Executive  depart- 
ments, which  manage  the  collection  and  expen- 
diture of  tlie  public  revenue,  nnder  aothority  of 
law.  So  wiui  us,  sir,  the  ministerial  functions 
i^coUeoting,  receiving,  keepings  dubnrsingthe 
public  money,  have  bem  mvuiably  devcttved 
on  the  Ezeonave  ofilows  of  die  Qovwmnent 

It  is  true,  sir,  that  Oongress,  in  the  exercise 
of  its  le^alative  powers,  may  and  ought  to,  (as 
fhras  is  oonaistent  witn  the  public  interests, 
vhioh  might  in  cert^  oases  reqnire  a  dis(B«- 
tionuT  power  to  Iw  lodged  with  tae  EzeoatiT&) 
presciiM  a  place  of  deposit  ioc  the  publio 
moneys,  when  collected ;  but  if  no  such  pre- 
scription Iw  made  by  the  Ic^^islative  autfaraity, 
it  devolves  neoessarily  on  the  Executive  de- 
partment charged  with  the  collection  and  safe- 
keeping of  the  public  moneys,  to  detenuine 
where  they  shall  be  depodted  and  kept  Such 
was  the  case,  in  the  most  nulimlted  sense,  pre- 
vious to  the  passage  of  an  act  in  1800,  whidi 
required  th^  at  oartun  places^  the  bonds 
taken  fbr  the  ^yineiit  of  duties  should  be  d^KM- 
Ited  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States^  or  Its 
branches,  for  collection.  Befbre  that  time,  the 
^asary  Department  caused  the  public  moneys 
to  be  deposited  wheresoever  it  thought  prmwr — 
in  Bome  instances  in  the  hands  of  publio  omoers ; 
in  others,  in  the  State  Banks,  and  in  others 
again,  in  Hie  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  Its 


branches.  This  it  £d  at  its  perfect  cUseretion, 
without  its  ever  being  imi^ed  that,  In  so 
d<rinfe  it  eustMohed  on  that  power  of  the  pnrae^ 
which  the  oraudtation  baa  lodged  In  other 
hands. 

When  the  present  Bank  of  the  United  States 
was  eatabUshed,  its  ofaartOT  contuned  a  provi- 
sion that  the  deposits  of  the  public  money 
should  be  made  m  it  or  Its  branches,  unless 
the  Secretary  should,  at  any  time,  otherwise 
order  and  diract.  If  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, in  the  exerdse  of  the  macretion  tiiua 
reawved  to  him  by  law,  should  order  the  publio 
moneys  to  be  d^Kmted  elsewhere,  he  oertah^y 
usorps  no  legialative  power  ovw  the  pobhc 
purse.  He  merely  executes  a  subudiary  trust 
in  regard  to  the  place  of  keeping  the  pubUo 
moneys,  which  has  been  expresdy  confided  to 
him  by  the  l^dative  dcpailmeDt  itself. 

Bu^  nr,  it  has  been  argued  that  by  the  act 
incorporating  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
with  the  providon  above  mentioned,  the  bank 
was,  in  effect,  constituted  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  and  that,  in  removing  the  publio 
deposits  from  the  bank,  money  bad  been  drawn 
from  the  Treasury,  in  violation  of  the  constita- 
tional  declaration  on  that  snbject.  If  the  act 
incorporating  tiie  bank  could,  by  posnbiltty, 
have  liad  the  effect  attributed  to  it,  of  convert- 
ing the  bank,  by  some  strange  metamorphos^ 
into'the  national  Treasury,  still  it  became  the 
Treasury  «u&  tnado  only— uat  is,  only  so  long 
as  the  Beoretsry  might  not  ordw  the  publio 
moneys  to  be  deposited  elsewhere.  When  the 
Secretary  diould  order  the  public  moneys  to 
be  depodted  disewh^  then,  in  virtue  of  the 
very  provinon  referred  to^  the  bank  ceased  to 
be  the  Treasury.  Bat  there  is  a  total  want  of 
logical  precision  in  this  notion  of  the  Treasury. 
The  error  is  in  annexing  an  idea  of  fixed  locality 
to  it ;  whereas,  in  the  tme  constitutional  and 
finanolal  sense,  it  is  not  a  place,  bat  a  state  or 
condition.  It  is  the  condition  of  mcmeva  be- 
longing to  the  GK>verDmait^and  being  m  tlw 
cu^ody  or  legal  posseadottw  the  i^loer  charged 
with  uieir  safe-keeping.  Whoever  moneys 
are  placed  to  the  credit,  and  subjected  to  the 
control,  of  the  public  Treasnrer,  tiiere  they 
are,  botii  in  legal  and  in  oomnum  intendment, 
in  the  pablio  ^easunr. 

In  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
made  on  the  9th  of  January,  1811, 1  find  the 
term  used  in  such  a  way  as  to  show  conclu- 
sively the  seoBO  in  whi<di  it  is  habitually  em- 
ployed in  the  finanoea  of  the  Government.  A 
resolution  had  been  adopted  ^  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives,  on  the  10th  Peconber,  1810^ 
reqairins  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  among 
other  timigg^  to  report  "  what  will  be  the  prob- 
aUe  amount  oi  the  dmorits  In  &v(ff  of  the 
United  States  hi  any  of  tiie  said  banks,"  (United 
States  and  State,}  "or  their  brandies,  and 
which  <tf  them,  on  the  1st  of  Uarch,  1811." 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  answer  to 
this  call,  reported :  "  It  is  probable  the  amount 
of  Bpede  in  the  Treaaory  will|  on  the  1st  iaj 
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of  Hardi  next,  exceed  |S,600,000,  and  that  the 
proportioD  deposited  in  the  bankB,  other  than 
that  of  tba  United  States  and  its  branohea, 
vill  not  materially  vary  from  what  !t  b  at  pres- 
ent." Here  we  see,  Kr.  Preiddent,  that  the 
BecretaiT-  of  the  Treaanir  speaks  of  the  whole 
of  Hiis  sum,  tiioogb  mstribttted  in  various 
banks,  both  of  the  ITnitedfitatee  and  the  BtatM, 
as  being  in  the  Treosnry,  because,  whether  in 
one  or  the  other,  it  was  equally  in  the  Ic^ 
cnstody  and  nnder  the  control  of  the  Treasnrer. 

A  similar  illnstralion  is  ftimiBfaed  by  the  very 
law  estabUshiog  the  Treasory  Department. 
'She  4th  section  of  that  act  declares  that  "all 
reoeipta  for  moneys  received  by  him"  (the 
IVeasnrer)  "shall  be  endorsed  upon  warrants 
rigned  by  tbe  Secretary  of  tiie  Treasury,  with- 
out whuh  warrant  so  dcned  no  aoknowledg* 
ment  for  monn-  recdred  mto  tbe  pnbUe  Ttaas- 
ury  shall  be  valid."  Here,  tt  will  be  perceived 
&at  the  receipt  i^ven  by  the  Treasnrer  (en- 
dorsed  on  the  warrant  signed  by  tbe  Secretary 
of  the  IVeasniy)  is  treated  as  Bynonymons  with 
receipt  into  the  public  Treasury.  When  the 
Treasurer  thus  executes  his  receipt,  the  money, 
wherever  it  may  be,  stands  to  his  credit  and  is 
subject  to  his  control,  and  is  oonsecmently  in 
the  public  Treasury.  It  contannes  in  the  pnbUe 
Treasury  so  long  as  It  stands  in  his  name, 
though,  in  the  mean  time,  it  may  be  repeatedly 
shifted  from  place  to  place ;  and  it  goes  out  of 
the  l^reasury  onW  when  it  passee  flrom  him  to 
some  creditor  of  the  Qoveroment  to  whom  it 
is  iwid  under  a  wammt  ttf  usbunement. 
Another  illustration  of  ib»  same  kind  is  fur- 
nished by  that  clause  of  the  act  which  makes  it 
the  duty  of  the  Treasurer,  on  the  third  day  of 
every  session  of  Oongreas,  to  "  lay  before  them 
a  tme  and  perfect  account  of  the  state  of  the 
Trettsury ; "  by  which,  owtainly,  it  is  not  meant 
that  be  should  lay  before  Oongrees  an  account 
of  the  state  of  any  bank  or  otber  place  where 
the  public  moneys  may  be  depodteo,  but  "the 
amount  of  the  pnUio  moneys,  whereaoever 
deposited." 

In  rcigard  to  the  other  portion  of  the  bonor^ 
able  Senator's  (Ur.  Gut)  observations,  tooohing 
the  abuses  which  the  Present  raifl^t  commit, 
in  saying  first  to  one,  and  then  to  another  Beore- 
taiy,  that  if  yon  will  not  do  so  and  so^  I  will 
tOTB  yov  oot  of  office,  I  can  only  8«y  that  Uie 
argument  comes  just  forty-five  years  too  late. 
In  the  very  first  Oongress  which  met  under  the 
constitution,  it  was  decided,  upon  tbe  ftillest 
condderatioD,  that  tbe  Fresiaeat,  according 
to  the  tme  principles  of  that  instnunent,  pos- 
sessed tbe  power  of  removal  from  office,  and 
that  power  was  expressly  recognized  in  the  acts 
constituting  the  Executive  Departments.  The 
very  argument  which  tbe  honorable  Senator 
now  uses,  and  every  other  which  he  has  so 
earnestly  pressed  on  this  branch  of  the  sntjeet 
derived  fttmi  possible  abuses,  was  then  repeat- 
edly sad  strongly  urged  against  the  power  of 
removal  in  the  Preudent.  But  were  all 
otemded,  on  the  ground  that  the  constitation, 


in  "  vesting  the  Executive  power  in  the  Presi- 
dent," had  made  bim  responsible  for  the  con- 
duct of  the  Executive  officers  employed  nnder 
bim,  whom,  ther^ore,  he  ought  to  have  tiie 
power  to  control,  ana  that  this  respondbility 
of  tbe  Preeident,  thus  established,  was,  in  fact, 
to  use  the  language  of  Mr.  Madison,  tbehijdiest 
security  "for  Ubwty  and  tbe  public  good." 

But,  sir,  this  matter  deserves  a  fuller  exam- 
ination, and  brings  under  review  some  opinions 
expressed  by  the  honorable  Senator  a  few  days 
ago,  whidi,  as  they  involve  the  fundamental 
theory  of  the  constitution  in  regard  to  the 
Executive  branch  of  tbe  Government,  I  will 
prooeed  to  consider  more  in  detail.  The  hon- 
orable Senator  took  eqwcial  exception  to  the 
prin<nple  asserted  by  tbe  Prerident  in  the  pq>er 
read  ^  him  to  his  oaMnet~"l3iat  the  oonsti- 
tation  naa  devcdved  i^on  him  the  duty  ot  sn- 

C tending  tbe  operation  of  the  Executive 
rbnents."  He  contended  that  the  con- 
stitution had  riven  him  no  such  power — that 
by  law  those  departments  may,  and  in  certain 
cases  have  been,  placed  under  the  snperintend- 
enoe  and  direction  of  tbe  President — ^that  so 
fiu*,  and  no  fiutber,  he  has,  by  law,  the  super- 
intendence of  their  operations;  but  that  tbe 
constitution  has  devolved  on  the  President  no 
right  of  snperintendenoe  over  the  Executive 
Derartments. 

How,  dr.  on  this  assertion,  I  must  respeot- 
AiUy  Join  issue  with  the  hontarable  Senator ; 
and  I  call  to  witness  the  ftthers  of  the  oonsti- 
tatitm,  and  those  who  have  had  the  laq^  and 
most  enlightened  experience  in  tbe  adminis- 
tration of  its  hif^eat  trusts.  The  fiindamental 
theory  of  the  oonstitotion,  in  regard  to  the 
Executive  power,  is,  Ist,  its  nni^,  Sdly,  its 
responsibility ;  to  secure  which  last,  in  an  un- 
divided and  tbe  most  efficient  manner,  was  the 
great  argument  in  favor  of  tbe  first.  In  Gov- 
ernments of  tbe  monarchical  kind,  tbe  Execu- 
tive head  is  exempt  from  all  responsibility.  But 
in  our  republican  constitution,  the  chief  Execu- 
tive MagiBtrate  is  nnder  a  triple  rasponslbility, 
through  the  me(Unm  of  election,  of  Impeaoh- 
ment,  and  of  prosecution  in  the  common  course 
of  law.  He  is  not  mly  responcible  for  his  per- 
sonal acts,  but  the  "Executive  power  being 
vested  in  him,"  be  Is  responsible  for  the  whole 
Executive  D^tartinent;  and  this  responsibilify 
of  the  President  was  considered  tbe  great 
security  for  tiie  proper  and  safe  administration 
of  that  Department.  Mr.  Madison,  in  tiie 
debates  which  took  place  in  '89  on  the  Presi- 
dent's power  of  removal,  said,  "  It  is  evidentiy 
the  intention  of  the  constitution  that  tbe  Pirst 
M^jistrate  should  be  responnble  for  tbe  Exec- 
utive Department."  Again,  in  tbe  course  of 
tbe  same  debate,  he  said,  "Tbe  principle  of 
unity  and  respo^UIi^  in  the  Executive  De- 
pertinent,  is  intended  for  the  secuity  of  liberty 
and  tiie  publio  good." 

Tbe  President  beiug  thus  responsible  by  the 
ocHistitatttHi  for  the  ocmduct  of  the  Executive 
ofiBoers,  he  h$a,  ttam  the  ocmstitntion,  also, 
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as  a  necesaaiy  eonseqnenoe,  the  right  to  inspect 
raperlnteiid,  and  control  thdr  prooeedings ;  ant 
this  right  of  snperintendenoe  is  expreasl/  and 
repeatedly  recogaized,  on  oonstitatdonal  groanda, 
In  the  great  debate  in  the  first  Gongresa,  to 
which  I  have  ah^ady  refBired.  I  viU  give  a 
few  only,  of  many  similar  extracts,  in  which 
it  will  be  seen  that  this  right  of  anperintend- 
enoe,  as  a  constitntional  right,  is  distinctly  and 
tueqnirocaUy  asserted.    Mr.  Madison  said: 

Is  there  no  danger  that  an  officer,  when  he 
is  appointed  by  the  concurrence  of  tiie  Senate^ 
and  has  friends  in  that  body,  dioose  to 
risk  his  -estaUidunent  on  the  faror  of  that 
branoh  rathw  than  rest  it  npon  the  dischaige 
of  his  duties  to  the  satisfaction  ot  the  Ezeon- 
tire  branch,  which  is  oonsUtationally  anlihiac- 
ized  to  inspect  and  oontxtd  his  otmdactt " 

Mr.  Lawrence:  "In  the  otmstitution,  the 
heads  of  Deparbnrats  are  otmsidered  as  the 
mere  aasistants  of  the  Presddent  in  the  perform- 
ance of  his  exeoutlTe  duties.  He  has  the  soper- 
Intendeace,  the  control,  and  flie  inqwotion 
of  their  conduct,"  Ssc^  Ike, 

Mr.  Ames :  '*  The  ezecutiTe  powers  are  dd- 
egated "  (of  course,  by  the  oonsUtution)  "  to 
the  Freaident,  with  a  view  to  have  a  respomdble 
officer  to  superintend,  control,  inqteot,  and 
obedk  the  offioera  neooiiarilf  amploiyed  in  ad- 
nunistering  the  law." 

We  see,  theu,  Jb.  President,  tbat  thrauc^- 
oot  these  debates^  which,  as  a  ocmtemporaiieons 
expodtion,  as  well  as  ttvok  the  ^songoidied 
ability  of  the  men  who  participated  in  them, 
mast  be  regarded  as  an  authority  of  the 
highest  order,  that  the  right  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  superintend  the  ExecntiTe  Depart- 
ments, was  treated  as  a  right  flowing  from 
the  fountain  of  the  constitution  itsdf^  and 
existing  anterior  to,  and  independent  of  lef^sl*- 
tive  provision.  Sir,  that  this  is  the  true  cliar- 
aoter  of  the  right,  nothing  could  more  strikingly 
ahow  than  the  form  in  which  the  question  of 
the  Presidential  power  of  remoTfd  was  finally 
settled  by  the  Ocmgress.  whose  debates  are 
here  refured  to.  In  the  original  shape  of 
the  bills  for  the  organization  ta  the  ExecntiTe 
Departments,  it  was  provided  tliat  soch  and  such 
Secretaries  uiould  be  appointed,  to  he  re- 
movable by  the  President."  It  was  anniested, 
however,  that  a  clanite  of  this  sort  might  be 
oonndered  as  implying  that  the  power  of  re- 
moval was  granted  by  the  law.  To  preclude 
such  an  influence,  it  was  proposed  to  substitate 
a  mere  incidental  recognition  of  the  power, 
serving  to  show  that  the  power  was  oonsideied 
a  pre-existing  one,  derived  from  the  constitution 
and  not  from  the  law ;  and  this  was  done  in 
the  section  providing  for  oases  of  vacancy  in 
the  head  of  tne  Depvtment,  by  a  dmple  decla- 
ration, tbt^  "whenever  the  principal  oflSoer 
shall  be  removed  from  office  by  ttte  F^dent 
of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  otiier  oase  of 
vacancy,"  the  chief  clerk  shall,  dnring  sach 
vacancy,  have  the  duirge  and  oostody  of  the 
ncardfl,        &&,  of  tJbe  department  th» 


original  clause  was  stricken  ont,  and  this  ind- 
dental  reo<^pution  of  the  power  snbstitnted,  as 
will  be  eecu  by  reference  to  the  acts  constitat- 
ing  the  Executive  Departments ;  and  this  was 
done  expressly  on  the  ground,  which  the  lan- 
guage sufficiently  imports,  that  the  power  of 
remoTsl  from  office  by  the  President,  was  a  pre- 
existing power,  flowing  from  the  constitution, 
and  not  derived  from  Ube  law.  The  power  of 
superintendence,  involved  in  that  of  removal, 
stands,  as  we  liave  seen,  on  the  same  ground. 

Sir,  I  beg  leave  now  to  caU  the  attention  of 
the  Senate  to  an  authority  which,  as  that 
one  of  the  earliest  and  most  uncompromidng 
foes  of  tyranny,  and  the  great  chmipion  m 
M^mlar  rights,  aa  he  is  the  aoknowledged 
founder  <tf  the  demooratio  party  this  oountiy, 
cannot  I  trust,  to  command  the  req»ect  of 
those  who,  like  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  profess  to  be  fighting  the  batties  of 
liberty  on  tbls  floor.  I  allude,  of  course,  to  Mr. 
Jefferson.  While  no  one  more  steadily  opposed 
the  undue  aocnmolation  of  power  in  the  hands 
of  the  diief  Ezeoutive  Magistrate,  it  will  be 
seen  that  no  one  more  unequivocally  main- 
tained the  constitutional  right  of  the  I^ident 
to  aaperintend  and  oontrol  the  action  of  the 
Executive  Departments.  I  will  read,  dr,  an 
extract  from  a  letter  addressed  by  him  to  IL 
de  Traoy,  the  author  an  able  and  enlid^ 
ened  commmtary  on  the  great  wvck  lion- 
teaqnieu.  He  is  expresring  his  differmoe  <MF 
minion  from  M.  de  Tracy  on  the  question  of  a 
plural  or  single  Executive,  dedares  a  dedded 
preference  for  the  latter,  and  after  appealing  to 
the  history  of  the  French  Directoiy  to  show 
Gxo  evils  and  disadvantages  of  the  former,  he 
uvoeeda  to  notice  the  oiganiaatfon  of  oar  rin^ 
Executive  thus : 

*'  The  fiaioie  of  the  French  Directory,  and  from 
the  same  cause,  seems  to  have  authorised  a  t>eUef 
(hat  the  form  of  a  plurality,  hovever  prondslng  In 
theory,  is  Impraotiiatble,  with  men  eonstitnted  with 
the  ordinary  pasdons:  wliiie  tbe  tranquil  and 
steady  teaor  of  our  dngle  Executive,  during  a 
coune  of  tventy-two  years  of  the  most  tempest- 
uous times  tbe  biatory  of  the  worid  has  ever  pre- 
sented, gives  a  rational  hope  that  this  important 
problem  is  at  length  solved.  Aided  by  the  coun- 
sels of  a  cabinet  of  heads  of  Departmeuts,  orig- 
indly  four,  but  now  five,  with  whom  the  Prendent 
consults,  either  singly  or  aitogetlter,  he  has  the 
benefit  of  their  wisdom  and  mformation,  brings 
their  views  to  one  centre,  and  produces  aa  unity 
of  action  and  directioa  in  all  the  branches  of  the 
Government.  The  exceUeace  of  this  construction 
of  the  Executive  power  has  already  manifested 
itself  here  onder  veir  oppodte  oueumstanees. 
During  the  admhilstratton  of  our  first'  President, 
his  (^ihinet  of  four  members  was  equally  divided, 
by  as  marked  an  oppositioa  of  princijple  u  mon- 
archlam  and  republicanism  could  bring  into  conflict. 
Had  ttiat  Cabinet  been  a  Directory,  like  positive 
and  negative  quantities  in  algebra,  the  oppodng 
wills  wmild  have  bslaneedeadi  otiier,  andnroducM 
a  state  of  absohite  insotion.  Bat  tiie  President 
heud  with  calmness  the  iqiinions  and  reasons  of 
each,  decided  the  eouias  to  be  pntsoed,  and  kept 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DBBATES  OF  OONOBESS. 


241 


JiMittXTf  1B84.] 

tbe  Oovernmeiit  steady  in  it,  unaffected  hj  the 
agitation.  The  pablio  knew  well  the  dlssendoiu  In 
the  Cabinet,  bnt  nerer  had  an  imewy  thought  on 
tbeir  account ;  because  thej  knew  also  tfaey  had  a 
regnktug  power,  which  would  keep  the  machine  in 
a  steady  movement." 

This  passage^  sir,  reqairea  no  comment.  It 
is  evident  that  Ifr.  JefEersou  considered  the 
power  of  the  President  to  coatrol  and  "  decide 
the  course  to  be  punned  hj  each"  of  the 
Depvtm^ats,  as  the  fimdamentBl  principle  of 
our  Encottn  organization — ^that  it  only  oan 
aoenro  the  neceisary  "  miity  ot  action  and  direo- 
tim  ■  in  all  the  branches "  of  the  EzeoutiTe 
administratatm— and  that,  in  short,  it  is  the 
'*regiilatiiig  power  which  keeps  the  whole 
machine  in  steady  morement."  In  a  snbseqnent 
part  of  the  same  letter,  he  speaks  of  "this 
power  of  decision  in  the  President,  as  that 
which  ^ike  excladea  internal  dissensions,  and 
repels  external  intrigues." 

{Ifr.  Clat  here  inqoired  of  Ur.  Btrsa,  if  this 
letter  was  written  bdbre  or  after  Ur.  Jeffisrson 
'waa  Preudent] 

Mr.  Rms  answered  that  it  was  written  in 
Jannaiy,  1811,  in  the  philosophioal  retirement 
of  tfmitkeUo,  when  he  had  withdrawn  from  all 
the  ^^nrbitig  scenes  of  pablio  life,  and,  as  a 
patriot  and  sage,  employed  his  leLsnre  in  medi- 
tating the  lessons  of  his  long  experience,  and 
recording  them  for  the  instruction  of  posterity. 
Bn^  lest  the  honorable  Senator  may  sappoae 
{as  his  question  seems  to  imply)  that  the  pos- 
sesnon  of  power  had  given  an  nudne  bios  to 
the  mind  of  }lr.  Jefferson,  (than  whom  there 
never  lived  a  man  more  thoroughly  imbned 
with  an  innate  love  of  liberty,)  he  shall  speak 
for  himself,  In  the  letter  from  which  I  have 
already  quoted,  he  uses  the  following  language : 

I  am  not  conscioos  that  my  participations  in 
Execative  authority  have  produced  any  bias  In 
iavor  of  a  ungle  Executive ;  because  the  parts  I 
have  acted  have  been  in  the  subordinate,  at  well  as 
■aperior  stations,  and  because,  if  I  know  myself, 
wSm  I  have  felt  and  what  1  have  wished,  I  know  I 
have  never  been  bo  well  pleased  as  when  I  could 
shift  powK  from  my  own  on  the  shoulders  of 
others ;  nor  have  I  ever  been  able  to  conceive  how 
any  rational  being  could  propose  happiness  to  him- 
self from  the  exercise  of  power  over  others." 

In  the  letter  from  which  I  have  read,  we 
have  seen  Ur.  Jefferson's  tbeory  of  the  ooustl- 
tation  witJi  regard  to  the  Executive,  and  the 
practice  of  Washington,  Let  us  now  see,  mt, 
the  principles  upon  wMch  he  coudncted  his 
own  administration  of  this  high  office.  In  a 
few  months  after  his  accestion  to  the  Presi- 
dency, in  November  1801,  he  addressed  a  cii^ 
onlar  to  the  Heads  of  Departments,  the  members 
<MF  his  Oabinet  for  the  purpose  of  laying  down 
the  rules  which  were  to  sovem  the  official 
relations  between  him  and  those  Departments. 
He  begins  witii  repeating  what  was  the  prac- 
tice, in  his  req>eot,  of  General  Washington's 
adn^nistration,  of  which  he  had  himself 
been  a  member^that  the  several  Heads  of 
Vol.  m— 16 


Departments  regularly  transmitted  to  the  Pres- 
ident the  communications  addressed  to  them  in 
relation  to  the  concerns  of  th«r  respective 
offioes,  with  the  answers  proposed  by  them  to 
be  made,  and  recdved  from  him,  in  return, 
the  ngnification  of  his  approbation,  or  else  the 
suggestion  of  such  alt^tions  as  he  might 
think  necessary — and  then  proceeds:  **Br 
this  means,  he  was  always  in  accurate  posses- 
sion of  all  facts  and  proceedings  in  every  part 
of  tiie  Union,  and  to  whatsoever  Department 
thnr  related ;  he  fwmed  a  oentral  point  for  the 
^flerent  branches,  preserved  an  unity"  (this 
despotic  unity  agdn,  sir  I)  "of  object  and  actiiHt 
among  them ;  exercised  that  participation  In 
the  gestion  of  a£Elairs  which  his  office  made 
incumbent  on  him ;  and  met  himself  the  due 
responsibility,"  (General  Washiogtou,  and  Ur. 
Jefferson  too,  it  seems,  were  so  reckless  and 
daring  as  to  meet  the  re^nnbility  of  their 
offices,)  '*  for  whatever  was  done.  luring  Ur. 
Adams's  administration,  his  long  and  habitual 
absences  from  the  Seat  of  Government  rendered 
this  kind  of  communication  imwacticable,  re- 
moved him  from  any  share  In  the  transaction 
of  afii^rs,  and  parceled  out  llie  Qovermnent^ 
in  &at,  among  four  independent  heads,  drawing 
scnnetimes  in  oppoute  direotums."  He  then 
expressed  his  intention  to  adhere  to  the  system, 
in  this  respect,  of  Washington,  and  adds—"  my 
sole  motives  are  those  before  expressed,  as 
governing  the  first  administration  in  chalking 
out  the  niles  oi  their  proceedings ;  adding  to 
tham  only  a  sense  of  the  obligation  imposed  on 
me  by  the  pnblio  will,  to  meet  personaUy  the 
duties  to  which  tb^  luive  appointed  me." 

Here,  sir,  we  have  the  interpretation  of 
Washington  and  Jefferson,  in  the  most  authen- 
tio  of  ul  forma,  (their  own  practice,)  of  the 
duties  and  powers  of  the  Prerideotial  office, 
creating  in  tne  Ohief  Ua^sferate  himself  a  re- 
nKmrilnlity  "for  whatever  is  done"  in  any  of 
the  Executive  Departments^  and  giving  him,  bv 
consequence,  a  power  to  superintend,  contxo^ 
and  ffiape  the  action  of  those  Departmmts. 
To  these  high  constitutional  models,  realizing 
the  well-ordered  unity  and  r^nMnsibility  of  a 
single  Executive,  the  present  Kcecntive  Chief 
Ua^strate  has  sought  to  conform  his  adminis- 
tration, rather  thui  b^  indolence,  neglect,  or 
shrilling  from  responsibility,  to  parcerout  the 
Government  among  ffve  or  sixindependentHeads 
of  Departments,  thus  converting  it  into  a  dis- 
oorduit  and  practically  irresponsible  direotoiy. 

I  will  now.  1&.  Frenden^  advert  to  m  ar^ 
goment  of  the  honorable  Benator  trma  Ken- 
taoky,  whidi,  I  oonfeu,  stmok  me  with  con- 
siderable surprise.  In  order  to  sustain  his  po- 
sition that  the  constitution  had  not  given 
the  President  a  power  of  snperintendence 
and  control  or  A  the  Executive  Departments, 
he  oontended  that,  in  certain  cases,  the 
heads  of  those  Departments  were  responsi- 
ble to,  and  compellable  to  act  by  the  courts 
of  Justice ;  and,  in  support  of  this  prin<aple, 
he  relied  on  the  deawHi  of  the  Bi^reme 
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Ooort  In  the  ease  of  Uarbnry  and  HadiBon,  an 
extract  of  which  he  read  to  the  Senate.  I 
TBS  the  more  snrpnaed,  sir,  at  the  doctrine 
and  the  aathorit^  ooming  from  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Kentnokj,  beoanse  he  profeases 
an  adhesion  to  the  creed  of  the  repahlioan 
party  of  that  day ;  and  yet  it  may  be  confident- 
jr  affirmed  that  there  never  was  a  decision  of 
uiat  tribanal  which  gave  more  dtasatisfaction 
to  the  repttblican  party,  than  that  did,  and 
especially  to  the  great  diief  and  leader  of  the 
puty,  who  haa  reocnded,  in  wions  parte  of 
nia  writings,  tin  moat  earnest  and  energetic 
condrannautn  of  it  WIUi  all  the  defarenoe 
I  entertain  fbr  that  exalted  tribunal,  I  mnst  say 
thi^  the  doctrines  of  Marbnry  and  Hadiaon 
appear  to  me  atterly  nnanstiUnable,  and  snch, 
I  believe,  wonld  be  the  jndgment  ot  all  parties 
at  the  present  day.  The  Senate,  sir,  doubtless 
recollect  the  oircamstanoes  of  the  case.  Mr. 
Adams,  on  the  eve  of  qaitting  the  Presidency, 
had  appointed,  with  uie  cononrrenoe  of  the 
Senate,  nnmerons  officers,  and.  among  oQiera, 
certain  Justices  of  the  peace  for  this  district 
Their  commissions  had  been  signed  by  him, 
and  die  seal  of  State,  perhaps,  affixed  to  them ; 
bat  th^  had  not  been  deUvered  to  the  parties, 
when  Hr.  Jeffisracm  came  into  office.  Mr. 
Jefferson  finding  them  still  in  the  Department 
of  State  when  he  succeeded  to  the  Pimdency, 
and  considering  the  iqipolntoients  either '  as 
imprcnier  in  themselves,  or  improperiy  made, 
and  that  commissions,  like  deeds,  were  incom- 
plete and  revocable  till  delivery,  determined 
to  wittihold  tbem.  The  parties  applied  to  the 
Supreme  Court  for  a  mandamus,  directed  to 
Mr.  Madison,  then  Secretary  of  Statejto  compel 
the  delivery  of  the  commissions.  The  Court 
decided  that  though  they  had  no  jurisdiction 
to  grant  a  mandamus  in  the  case,  (it  not  being 
embraced  among  those  cases  of  original  juris- 
diction committed  to  them,)  yet  that  the  {wrties 
had  acquired,  b^  the  signing  and  sealing  of  the 
commissions,  without  delivery,  an  absolute  and 
legal  right  to  the  offices  in  question,  which 
might  be  enforced  ag^nst  an  independent 
department  oS  the  Govunment  by  a  judicial 
tribanal. 

I  must  leave  it  to  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  his  own 
strong  language,  and  with  a  reasoning  which 
appears  to  me  irresistible,  to  show  the  funda- 
mental and  dangerous  errors  of  this  decision, 
now  relied  on  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Kentucky.  In  a  letter  addressed  to  Mr.  Hay, 
attorney  of  the  United  States  for  the  IMstrict 
of  Virginia,  during  the  progress  (^Bnrr*B  trial, 
at  Bichmond,  he  writes  thus : 

"  I  observe  that  the  case  of  Msrbory  n.  Hk^aon 
lias  been  dted,  and  I  think  it  material  to  atop  at 
the  threshold  the  dting  (hat  case  as  authority, 
and  to  have  it  denied  to  be  law.  1.  Beeanse  the 
judges,  in  the  outset,  disclaimed  all  cogolunoe  of 
the  case ;  although  they  then  vent  on  to  say  what 
would  have  Ijeen  their  oj^iou  had  they  had  cog- 
nizance of  it  This,  then,  was  confessedly  an  ex- 
tntjudidal  o^nion,  and,  as  such,  of  no  authority. 


3.  Because,  had  U  been  judicially  pronounced,  it 
wonld  Itave  been  agauist  law ;  for,  to  a  conunUsioti, 
a  deed,  a  bond,  delivery  Is  essential  to  give  validity. 
Until,  therefore,  the  commisrion  U  delivered  out  of 
the  lutuds  of  the  Executive  and  bis  aeenta,  it  ia  not 
hia  deed.  He  may  withhold  or  oaneel  it  at  ideasnre, 
as  he  might  hia  [wivmte  deed  in  the  same  dtuation. 
The  constituUoD  intended  tltat  the  three  great 
braocbea  of  the  Government  should  be  co-ordinate, 
and  independent  of  each  other.  As  to  acts,  there- 
fore,  which  are  to  1m  done  by  eitlier,  it  has  ^ven 
no  control  to  another  Iwaneh.* 

"  The  Executive  and  Senate  act  on  tiie  etmstiue- 
tion  that  until  delivery  from  the  Executive  Depart- 
ment a  eommiadon  ia  iu  their  possesion  and  within 
thdr  rightful  power ;  aad  in  cases  of  commisrions 
not  revocable  at  will,  where,  after  the  Senate's  ap- 
probation, and  the  President's  signing  and  sealing, 
new  informatioQ  of  the  unfitness  of  the  person  bu 
come  to  hand  before  the  delivery  of  the  commis- 
sion, new  nominations  have  been  made  and  ap- 
proved, and  new  commisrions  liave  issued. 

"  On  this  construction  I  luive  hitherto  acted ;  on 
thia  X  shall  ever  act,  and  maintain  it  with  the 
powers  of  the  Crovemment  agunst  any  control 
wliich  maj*  be  attempted  by  the  judges  in  subver- 
sion of  the  independence  of  the  Executive  and 
Senate  within  their  peculiar  departmeut.** 

Thia  answer  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  sir,  to  the 
Supreme  Court,  appears  to  me  to  be  oonclnsive 
and  irrefragable.  It  shows  that  the  doctrine 
of  Marbnry  es.  Madison  was  wrong,  not  merely 
with  regard  to  the  merits  of  the  particular  case, 
but  dangerously  wrong  in  another  aspect,  in 
asserting  a  claim  of  the  Judiciary  (which  la  now 
r^terateid  by  the  honorable  Senator  teem  Kan- 
tooky)  to  o<nitrol  an  indepoident  brandh  of  the 
Government  in  matten  ocmAded  by  tiie  ooaaU- 
tntion  to  ita  separate  and  responsible  action. 
As  t^  last  aspect  (tf  the  dedmon  involves  a 

auestion  of  the  gravest  import — one  affecting 
iat  ftmdamental  prindple,  not  merely  of  onr 
constitution,  bnt  oi  free  Government  in  general, 
which  prescribes  the  separation  and  mutual  in- 
dependence of  the  tliree  great  departments, 
L(^;i8lative,  Executive,  and  Judicial — a  question 
too,  in  regard  to  which  the  imputed  opinions 
of  the  present  Chief  Ma^strate  have  been  freely 
commented  upon  in  the  course  of  this  disousuon, 

•  la  tlM  ftoMiii  mm  ot  Jonathan  BobUni^  AabatKl  In 
OoogrsH  fn  the  jmt  iW,  Qw  embuiit  lawjar  and  aftar* 
wahla  OUaf  iJsatfce  of  thaSnpnne  Ooor^  aad  than  a  mam- 
bar  (tf  ttw  Hons*  ct  BapMBsntatlTM^  Mankall,  tbua 
ezpreMd  UmMtf  la  rtbtton  to  the  Jodlelal  pewar  of  tke 
UnltadStatM: 

"  Bj  the  eosttltiitlcHi,  tbo  Jndldal  power  of  tli«  United 
State*  Ifl  «Kt«Dd«d  to  All  oaaes  In  taw  and  equity,  Brlsinc 
under  the  eonatitaUon,  laws,  and  treaties  of  the  United 
Btatea.''  **  A  omo  in  Uw  or  ebntty  wu  a  term  well  nnder- 
Btood,  and  of  limited  sfgnlflcatlon.  Itwms  a  eontrovenT  be- 
tween partleswMclihadtakoiiaslu^forJadlcUl  dodrioQ." 
"  Br  extending  the  f  adida]  power  to  all  oaaos  In  law  and 
eqiutf,  the  oonatltaaon  had  never  been  nadeistood  to  con- 
fer on  that  department  any  poliUoal  power  whatever.  To 
come  within  thia  deacripnon,  a  qneatlon  mast  assnme  a 
itgil  fiirm  for  forentio  litigation  and  Jadldal  dedaion. 
There  moat  be  parties  to  oome  into  court,  who  can  be 
reached  by  Ita  proooss,  and  bound  \>j  Ita  power;  wbOM 
r^hta  admit  of  nlUauOa  dedsion  ij  a  tribunal  to  which 
thar  are  bound  torabinlt."—Artt«taM«  ^pMoA  «■■  ttit 
AbHdgmuilt  Yd.  II,  p.  45T. 
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I  bog  penuMm  of  the  Senate^  while  I  hare 
the  "Writings  Mr.  Jeflforson  ia  mr  hand,  to 
read  what  was  ntt««d  by  thla  great  Bepoblican 
Oracle  on  this  important  snbject.  In  a  letter 
addressed  by  him,  in  1819,  to  Jadge  Roane, 
himself  one  of  the  most  prc^ond  oonsdtntional 
Jurists  of  oar  oonntry,  he  expressed  himself 
thus: — "Ify  constmction  of  the  oonstitntion 
is  very  different  from  that  yon  qaote.  It  is, 
that  each  department  is  tmly  independent  of 
the  others,  and  has  an  eqnu  right  to  dedde 
for  itself  what  is  the  meamng  of  the  conetitn- 
tion  in  the  cases  snbnutted  to  its  action ;  and 
e^iedally  where  H  is  to  act  nllimately  and 
Without  appeal  I  will  explain  myself  by  exam- 
ples irideh,  having  ooonxred  while  I  was  In 
office,  are  bettw  Icnown  to  me,  and  the  prind- 
pies  which  governed  them.   A  Legislature  had 

Eassed  the  seditioD  law.  The  federal  conrte 
ad  snbjected  certain  individuals  to  its  penal- 
ties, of  fine  and  imprisonment  On  coming 
into  office,  I  released  the  individnals  by  the 
power  of  pardon,  committed  to  Execntive  dis- 
cretion, which  conld  never  be  more  properly 
ezerdsed  than  where  citizens  were  suffering 
without  the  anthority  of  law,  or,  which  was 
equivalent,  under  a  law  onaQthorized  by  ^e 
oonstitatlon,  and  therefore  nnlL  Li  the  case 
of  SCarbvry  and  ICadiaon,  the  federal  Judges 
declared  that  oommissiona  signed  and  sealed 
\]j  the  Fnsidfflit,  were  TBlid,  although  not 
wAivered.  I  deem  ddlvery  essential  to  oom- 
Tfi.^  a  deed  which,  as  long  as  It  remains  in 
the  bands  of  the  party,  is  as  yet  no  deed ;  it  is 
in  poue  only,  but  not  in  mm,  and  I  withheld 
delivery  of  the  conmiissions."  (Tea,  sir,  I,  the 
President,  not  the  Beoretary,  withhdd  the 
eommismons.)  '*  They  cannot  issue  a  manda- 
mus to  the  President  or  L^islatore,  or  to  any 
of  their  officers — (the  constitution  oontiotUng 
the  common  law  in  this  particularly.)  When 
the  firiUah  treaty  of  1807  arrived,  without 
any  providon  i^^ainst  impressment  of  our  sea- 
mm,  I  deterndned  not  to  ratiff  it.  The  Senate 
tbooi^  I  should  ask  their  aorioe.  I  thonght 
that  would  be  a  modkery  of  them,  when  I  waa 
predetermined  against  fiulowlng  it,  should  they 
advise  Its  ratification.  The  oonstitntion  had 
made  their  advice  necessary  to  confirm  a 
trea^,  but  not  to  reject  it  This  has  been 
blamed  by  some ;  but  I  have  never  doubted  its 
soundnees.  In  the  cases  of  two  persniB,  antenati, 
under  exactly  similar  circumstances,  the  federal 
court  bad  determined  that  one  of  them  (Duane) 
was  not  a  citizen ;  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, nevertheless,  determined  that  tiie  other 
(Smith,  of  South  Oarolina)  waa  a  citizen,  and 
admitted  him  to  a  seat  in  their  body.  Duane 
was  a  republican,  and  Smi&  a  fedmlist,  and 
tiMse  decisions  were  dming  the  ibdend  ascend* 
enoy.  These  are  examples  of  my  pontion, 
fhat  each  of  the  three  d^Mrtments  has  equally 
the  right  to  decide  for  itself  what  is  its  duty 
under  the  oonstitntion,  without  ai^  regard  to 
what  the  others  may  have  dedded  for  them- 
■elvee  under  a  dmilor  question." 


[Senatk. 

Without  entering  at  this  time,  sir,  into  any 
discusdott  of  those  important  priuciples,  I  wlu 
only  say,  that  if  the  present  Chief  Vagistrato 
has  sinned  against  the  conatitotion  by  any  doc- 
trines which  he  has  advanced,  or  is  supposed 
to  entertiun  on  this  eubjecl^  he  has  simud  in 
company  with  the  great  apostle  of  American 
liberty  and  of  the  rights  of  man. 

To  sum  up,  then,  in  a  few  words,  the  results 
of  what  has  been  said,  I  think  it  has  been  shown 
that,  according  to  the  true  theory  of  the  oonsU- 
tution,  the  President  of  the  United  States,  In 
whom  the  "executive  power  is  vested,"  is 
made  responsible  for  the  conduct  and  proceed- 
ings of  all  the  Executive  Departments — tbat,  as 
a  necessary  consequence  of  that  jesponalbility, 
he  has  a  oonstitotional  right  to  inspect,  super- 
intend, and  control  the  operations  of  those  De- 
partments— and  that  at  the  very  organization 
of  the  Government,  immediately  succeeding  the 
adoption  of  the  oonstitntion,  Uie  correctness  of 
these  principles  was  acknowledged  in  the  most 
formal  manner,  and  after  the  fiillest  discussion, 
by  an  explicit  recognition  of  the  power  of  the 
I^esident  to  remove  from  office  any  of  the 
functionaries  of  the  Executive  Departments — a 
power  which  has  never  Eonoe  been  questioned. 

The  power  of  removal,  existing  alike  in  re> 
gard  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the 
other  heads  of  departments,  may  be  rightfully 
exercised  tar  reasons  so  vartoas  that  it  ia  im- 
posriUe  to  reduce  them  to  any  geneivl  classifi- 
cation. The  President,  who  possesses  tiie 
power,  is  to  Judge,  in  the  first  instance  at  least; 
of  the  reasons  for  its  exercise.  In  the  debate 
of  '89,  so  frefjuentiy  appealed  to  on  this  sub- 
ject, Ur.  Hadison  said:  "If  a  head  of  a  De- 
partment shall  not  conform  to  the  Judgment  of 
tiie  President,  in  doing  the  Executive  duties  of 
his  office,  he  may  be  displaced."  The  honor- 
able Senator  from  New  Jersey,  (Hr.  South- 
ASD,)  who  spoke  a  few  days  ago^  cited  the 
opinion  exprwsed  by^  Mr.  Madison  m  the  same 
debate,  that  the  Frendent  might  be  Impeached 
for  a  wanton  removal  of  a  publie  officer.  Sr. 
I  do  not  doubt  it ;  but  I  beg  leave  to  remind 
the  honorable  Bemibor  of  a  correlative  opinion 
delivered  by  Mr.  Madison  on  the  same  oooamon 
— that  the  President  might  be  properly  im- 
peached also  for  n^ectlng  to  remove  a  publio 
officer,  when  the  public  interest  demanded  it 
And  this,  sir,  sugsests  the  true  mode  of  testing 
the  quesaon  which  has  been  raised  of  the  Pres- 
ident's constitutional  power  to  remove  the  late 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  his  refusal  (in 
the  language  of  Mr.  Madison,  Just  cited)  "  to 
conform  to  the  judgment  of  the  President "  on 
the  snbject  of  the  publio  d^Kmts.  Let  us  re- 
verse the  oase^  which  aotnaUy  ooenned,  and 
suppose  that  the  Secretary  of  uie  Treasury,  in- 
stead of  the  President,  had  dedred  a  transfer 
of  the  public  depo8it8---that  he  did  so  without 
any  sufficient  reason,  and  was  about  to  commit 
them  to  banks  of  questionable  solvency  or  of 
notorious  insolvency.  If  the  President,  enter- 
tidning  a  dlfibr^t  o^nion  at  the  ezpediou^ 
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and  propriefy,  h&d  stood  bj,  and  renonnciDs 
tiiA  BaloUtTT  control  which  the  oonstitutioa  had 
jdaoed  in  Ida  handi  "bj  the  power  of  remoral, 
bad  permitted  hb  Beoretar;  qaieUy  to  oonBOm- 
mate  his  pnrpose,  onthegroond^attheFreBi- 
dent  had  no  right  to  interfere  with  a  discre- 
tionary power  introsted  by  Congress  to  a  head 
of  a  Dewtment,  what  then  woold  have  been 
said?  We  ^oold  have  heard,  sir,  dennnoia- 
tions  not  leaa  lond  and  vehement  th&a  those 
whioh  have  been  nttered  on  the  preset  ooca- 
fflon,  thnnderingagainst  iam^  bnt  npon  a  differ- 
ent prindple.  We  shoold  then  have  been  told, 
ur,  that  the  President  had  been  recreant  to  his 
high  trnst ;  that  he  had  been  armed  with  the 
power  of  removal  e^treaalT  to  protect  the  pnb- 
uo  interests  from,  the  faiUueeaness  or  incapacity 
<i£  pnUio  offloera,  and  that  in  fUling  to  ezer- 
dse  it,  he  had  weak^  and  wickedly  betrayed 
his  do^  to  the  oonstitation  and  to  the  conntry. 

Having  fbm  renewed,  Mr.  President,  the 
doctrines,  to  me,  I  most  say  novel  doctrines,  of 
oonstitational  law  whioh  have  been  advanced 
by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Eentnoky,  (Kr. 
Out,)  I  will  detain  the  Senate  but  with  a  few 
words  more.  The  honorable  Senator  told  ns, 
witii  a  deep  and  monmftil  patho^that  we  are 
in  the  midst  of  a  revolution.  I  agree  with 
him,  sir ;  we  are  in  the  midst  of  a  revolntion — 
a  happy  and  anspidona  revolution,  like  the 
"  dvU  revolation  of  1800,"  whioh,  according  to 
llr.  Jeffisrson,  was  "  aa  real  a  revoluUm  in  the 
prindple^  as  that  of  '76  was  in  the  form,  d 
onr  Ctovemment."  A  like  salatary  rerdntion 
"in  flie  principles  of  the  Government,"  we 
have  eeen  accomplished  daring  the  last  five 
years  its  administration.  In  that  time,  dr, 
we  have  eeen  the  Government  brought  back  to 
its  "  repnblioan  tack,"  from  the  deviations  of 
latitndinous  power  into  whioh  it  had  &taUy 
fidlen.  We  have  seen  an  unconstitutional  and 
oorrapting  system  of  internal  improvements, 
under  the  patronage  of  the  federal  authority, 
arrested,  and  those  great  local  interests  remit- 
ted to  th^  naturu  and  safe  guardians,  the 
Govemmenta  of  the  States.  We  have  seen  tiie 
the  "  first-born  "  of  federal  nsnrpationa, 
in  ita  efliwts  to  perpetoate  its  exiatenoe, 
and  to  oonfirm  its  triumph  over  the  sanctity 
of  the  constitntion.  We  have  seen,  finaUy,  the 
American  System  of  the  hcmorable  Senator 
himself;  a  system  which  we  of  the  South  have 
Alt  to  be  cme,  not  of  protection,  but  opprea- 
aion ;  we  have  seen  that,  too,  partially  over- 
tluown  and  abandoned.  Here,  indeed,  is  a 
h^py  and  glorious  revolution  for  those  who 
have  cherished  the  cardinal  principles  of  limit- 
ed oonstitational  construction,  of  freedom  of 
industry,  of  equality  of  public  burdens.  And 
for  these  great  results,  we  are  indebted  to  the 
firmness,  the  vigw,  the  patriotism,  of  the  iadi- 
vidnal  who  now  presides  over  the  adminiatra- 
tion  €i  tbe  Government,  sustained  by  the  vir- 
tnooa  omfldenoe  of  a  free  people. 

A  profonnd  thiulnr,  nr,  with  whom  I  hav« 
had  the  good  fortane  to  serve  in  the  public 
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cooncils,  bnt  who  is  now  in  private  life,  and  to 
whan  it  affiwda  me  rinoere  gratification  to  have 
this  oi^xartonity  paying  uie  tribute  of  a  oor^ 
dial  and  respaotfial  remranbrance,  (ICr.  S.  0. 
Aixxir,  of  lussaohusetts,)  has  beautafhlly  and 
philoeophicallj  sud,  that  associated  wealth  ia 
the  dynasty  of  modem  States."  Sir,  it  is  so. 
This  modern  dynasty  is  now  seeking  to  estab- 
lish its  sway  over  ns  in  the  WOTst  of  all  forms 
— ^that  of  a  great  legal  oorooration,  ramified 
and  extended  through  the  Union,  directed  by 
irresponsible  authority^  controlling  the  fortunes 
and  the  hopes  of  individwUa  and  OMnmnnitiea^ 
inflnencttng  the  public  preaa,  diotatii^  to  the 
organs  of  the  public  will. 

I  may  be  permitted,  Hr.  President,  to  recall 
to  the  reoolleotaon  of  the  Senate  the  solemn 
language  of  a  great  pstriot  and  statesman  c£ 
aawier  oonntry  on  an  ooeadcn  not  nnlike  the 
present  It  was  on  the  memorable  impeach- 
ment of  Warren  Hastings,  sir,  that  Edmund 
Burke,  with  the  profound  8fU[aoity  which  be- 
longed to  his  genius,  hdd  we  following  im- 
presdve  language  to  the  hi^^est  jndi<nal  and 
I^dstiTe  body  ot  hia  oonntir : 

"  To-day,  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  pros* 
ecote  the  deHnqaents  of  India.  To-morrow,  fbn 
delinquents  of  India  may  be  the  Commona  of  Great 
firitdn.  We  all  know  and  feel  the  force  of  money, 
and  we  now  call  upon  yon  for  justice  in  this  oinse 
of  money.  We  call  aptm  you  f<v  the  preaerratioB 
of  our  manners— of  our  virtues.  We  call  upon 
iar  oar  nadonal  chaiaoter.  We  eaU  upon  yon 
onr  liberUes." 

Sir,  an  American  Senator,  applying  to  his 
own  times  and  oonntry  the  solemn  appeal  of 
the  British  patriot  might  well  sf^ :  To-day  the 
Oongresa  of  the  United  States  Bits  in  Jndgment 
on  the  monopoliata  of  the  bank.  To-morrow 
the  monopolists  of  the  bank  mta^  he  the  Oon- 
grees  of  the  United  States.  All  history  hath 
tanght  us  the  dangerona  power  of  moneyed 
corporations,  and  we  sow  see  and  feel  that 
power  exerted  in  the  most  dangerous  of  all 
fonna,  in  assulin^  the  purity  of  our  r«}ablican 
manners,  undermming  the  stability  of  our  in- 
stitations,  and  awing  the  deliberations  of  our 
public  cotmcils.  Sir,  the  American  people- 
yes,  sir,  the  people — when  their  true  voice 
sttall  be  heard,  call  upon  us  for  justice  in  this 
great  cause  of  money,  vidatlng  and  trampliiur 
upon  the  gtiarantees  of  fWfom.  They  oau 
upon  US  for  the  proeorvation  of  the  puUio  mor- 
als, exposed  to  a  new  and  daring  OOTmptiai, 
They  call  upon  us  for  the  vindio^on  oi  our 
national  dharaoter  fit>m  the  scandal  ofpracticea 
before  unknown  in  our  history.  Iliey  call 
upon  us  for  the  rescue  of  tiieir  liberties  from 
the  grasp  of  a  selfish  and  unrelenting  moneyed 
despotism.  They  call  upon  us,  sir,  for  the  per- 
formance  of  these  high  duties,  and  worthily,  I 
trust,  will  the  call  be  answered  by  the  firmness, 
the  ocnstanoy,  and  the  patriotiam  of  their  rep* 
resentatives. 


KevwvaJ  t^f  the  D^xintM. 
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UoBDAT}  Jannaiy  20. 

PuhlU  Distreat^Bemotal  of  tMe  Jkpotits. 

Ur.  Wbbstes  presented  to  the  Senate  a  series 
of  reeolotiona,  adopted  at  a  namerooB  meetang 
of  the  dtizma  of  Boston,  without  distinction 
odf  par^i  hdd  at  Faneul  Hall,  to  oondder  tite 
state  of  the  onrrency  and  flnanoesof  the  oonntry. 

The  reeolntiocf  having  been  read — 

Mr.  WsBsns  taid  he  wished  to  bear  on- 
eqnivoeal  and  decided  testimony  to  the  respect- 
ability, intelligence,,  and  disinterestedness,  of 
tibe  long  list  of  gentlemen  at  whose  instance 
this  meeting  was  assembled.  The  meeting,  said 
Tlx.  W.,  was  connected  with  no  party  purpose 
whatever.  It  had  an  object  more  sober,  more 
oc^nfc,  more  interesting  to  the  whole  commn- 
nity,  than  mere  party  qaestions.  The  Senate 
will  perceive,  in  the  tone  of  these  resolutions, 
no  intention  to  euggerate  or  inflame ;  no  dis- 
poratian  to  get  op  e^tement  or  to  spread  alarm. 
I  hope  fhe  re8tr«ned  and  seriona  manner,  the 
moaan&oi  of  temper,  and  the  exemplary  can- 
dw,  <^  these  Teaolati(»H^  in  ccouieetion  with 
flie  plain  truths  which  they  oontsin,  will  give 
t2iem  Just  weight  with  the  Senate,  I  usare 
yon,  BIT,  the  members  composing  this  meeting 
wen  ndtho*  ci^italtsta,  nor  apeculttors,  nor 
alaransta.  They  are  merchants,  traders,  me- 
Wiani'^  artisaiis,  and  others  engaged  in  the 
active  bnsiness  of  life.  They  are  of  the  mnscn- 
lar  pMtioa  of  society ;  and  they  desire  to  lay 
before  Oongress  an  evU,  which  they  feel  to 
preaa  aorely  on  their  oocnpationa,  their  eam- 
bigs,  their  labor,  and  their  property;  and  to 
express  their  cooflcieotioaB  conviction  of  the 
eaasea  <i£  that  eviL  If  intelligence,  if  pare  in- 
tmlioa,  if  de^  and  wideroread  oonneotion 
wiHi  bnaiBeaa  m  its  varioiu  oranche^  if  Uior- 
oogh  practical  knowledge  tnd  experienoe— If 
inaepuaUa  nnion  between  thar  own  prosperity 
and  fhe  pro^>erity  of  the  whole  coontry,  an- 
tbodse  men  to  tf^k,  and  give  them  a  right  to 
be  heard,  the  sestiments  of  this  meeting  onght 
to  make  an  Impresaioa.  For  one,  tar,  I  en- 
tirely concur  in  all  their  opinions.  I  adopt 
their  first  foartem  resolationa,  withoot  altera- 
tion or  qaatifieation,  as  setting  forth  tmly  the 
{HPesent  state  of  things,  stating  tmly  its  ewises, 
and  pointing  to  the  true  remedy. 

yti.  Preindent,  said  Ur.  W.,  now  that  I  am 
^eddDA  I  will  vm  the  <mortmu^  to  say  a 
WW  w<na&  which  I  inteiiaed  to  say,  in  the 
eonrse  of  toe  morning,  on  the  ooinii^;  np  of  the 
NM^tieii  wUeh  now  lies  on  Ae  table;  bnt 
whidi  are  as  applicable  to  this  oooanoa  as  to 
fbat. 

An  oroortoidty  may,  perhaps,  be  hereafter 
affiwded  me,  of  discasMng  t)ie  reasons  giveo  by 
die  Seeretaiy,  for  the  veiy  important  meamire, 
adopted  by  him,  in  removing  the  deposits.  Bat 
as  f  know  not  how  near  that  time  may  be,  I 
desire,  in  the  meanwhile,  to  make  my  opinions 
known,  without  reserve,  on  the  present  state 
of  the  coontry.  Without  intending  to  discuss 
any  tiling  at  present,  I  feel  it  my  duty,  never- 


theless, to  let  my  senfimentB  and  my  convic- 
tions be  understood.  In  the  first  p1ac&  then, 
sir,  I  agree  with  those  who  think  mat  tiiere  is 
a  severe  pressure  in  the  money  market,  and 
very  serious  embarrassment  felt  in  all  brapches 
of  the  national  industry.  I  think  this  is  not 
local,  bnt  general ;  genovl,  at  leaat^  over  evoy 

eof  the  oountiy,  where  the  oanse  has  jet 
D  to  operate,  and  sure  to  become  not  <nily 
general,  but  nniversal,  as  tiie  operation  of  the 
cause  shall  ^read.  If  evidence  were  wanted, 
in  addition  to  all  that  is  told  us  by  those  who 
know,  the  hi^  rate  of  interest,  now  at  12  per 
cent,  or  higher,  where  it  was  hardly  6,  last 
September — the  depression  of  all  etodcs,  some 
ten,  some  twenty,  some  thirty  per  Gent.-~aod 
the  low  prices  of  commodities,  are  proo&  abun- 
dantiy  sufficient,  to  show  tite  eustence  of  the 
pressure.  But,  sir,  labor — that  most  extendve 
of  all  interests — American  manual  labor — ffeela, 
or  will  foel,  the  shock  more  sendbly,  &r  more 
senaUy,  tlian  capital  or  property  of  any  kind. 
Public  works  have  stopped,  or  must  stop ;  great 
nrivate  undertakings,  employing  many  hands, 
nave  ceased,  and  others  must  oease.  A  great 
lowering  of  the  rates  of  wacee^  as  well  as  a 
depreciation  of  propert^^  is  ue  inevitable  con- 
Bcqnenoe  of  causes  now  m  fall  operation.  Se- 
rious embarrusmenta  in  all  branches  of  bad- 
ness do  certainly  exist 

I  am  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  there  is,  un- 
doubtedly, a  very  severe  pressure  on  the  com- 
munity, which  Congress  ought  to  relieve  if  it 
can ;  and  that  this  pressure  is  not  an  instance 
of  the  ordinary  reaction,  or  the  ebbing  and 
flowing  of  commercial  affiurs ;  but  is  an  extraor- 
dinary ease,  produced  by  an  extraordinary  cause. 

In  the  next  place,  dr,  I  agree  entirdy  with 
iba  11th  Boston  remntion,  as  to  the  eansea 
of  this  embarrassment,  we  were  in  a  state 
of  hij^  prosperity,  commercial  and  agricultu- 
raL  Every  branch  of  bumness  pushed  flv,  and 
the  credit,  as  well  as  the  capital  of  the  coun- 
try, employed  to  near  its  utmost  limits.  In  this 
state  of  things,  some  degree  of  overtrading 
doubtiess  took  place,  which,  however,  if  noth- 
ing else  had  occurred,  would  have  been  season- 
ably corrected  by  the  ordinary  and  neoeseary 
operation  of  things.  But,  on  this  palmy  state 
of  things,  the  late  measare  of  the  Secretary 
fell,  and  has  acted  on  it  with  powerM  and 
lamenttdde  effect  And  I  tUnk,  rir,  that  sDch 
a  cause  is  nitirely  adequate  to  produce  the 
effect;  that  it  is  wholly  natoral;  and  that  it 
onght  to  have  been  fbreseea  that  it  would  pro- 
duce exactly  such  consequences.  Those  must 
have  looked  at  the  snrfaco  of  thin^  only,  as  it 
seems  to  me,  who  thought  otherwise,  and  who 
expected  that  such  an  operation  could  be  gone 
throngfa  with,  without  prodndng  a  vetj  serioos 
shook. 

[Mr.  W.  considered  the  restoration  of  the  de- 
posits, and  the  reeharter'  of  the  pnaent  Bank  of 
the  United  Btotei^  as  the  adequate  roMdy  flu  the 
present  distress.] 
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Mr.  Ewnra  said :  The  removal  of  the  Secre- 
tarj  of  the  Treasarjr  fVom  office  I  admit  to  be 
withia  the  legal  power  of  the  President ;  but 
the  object  which  was  effected  bj  tiiat  removal, 
the  control  thns  taken  and  exercised  over  the 
pnblto  treasure,  I  hold  to  be  an  infraction  of 
the  constitiition ;  and  I  shall  now,  by  snch 
argamente  and  authority  as  are  in  mj  mind 
conclusive,  attempt  to  make  good  the  poution. 

Thou  who  *ni»i»*yin  the  power  <^  uie  Presi- 
dent over  tibo  IVearary,  rest  it  npon  an  arga- 
ment  like  thia :  The  exeentive  power  is  vested 
in  tbe  President— the  oastody  of  the  pnblio 
treasare  is  a  portion  of  exeentive  power ;  there- 
fore, the  onstodj  of  the  pabUc  treasure  is  vest- 
ed in  the  President ;  or,  in  this  p&rticnlar  in- 
stance, they  hold  that,  aa  the  right  to  remove 
the  depouts  was  vested  by  the  bank  charter  in 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  aa  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  an  executive 
officer,  this  special  duty,  which  is  asdgned  to 
him  by  lav,  lalls  under  the  general  cognizance 
of  tilie  X^eontive  head  of  the  nation.  These 
are  the  forms  in  wUch,  if  I  nnderstand  flram 
ti^it,  Ha  argamentfl  on  the  othw  side  are  pre- 
sented. 

The  fttal  error  in  their  whole  process  of  rear 
aonlng  arises  fbom  this — that  they  give  to  cer- 
tain genwal  expressions  in  the  constitution  a 
power  and  extent  which,  as  limited  by  the 
other  special  powers  in  that  instmment,  they 
do  not  possess.  The  two  provisions,  that  "  the 
execative  power  shall  be  vested  in  a  President 
of  t^e  United  States,"  and  ^'he  shall  see  that 
the  laws  are  faithfully  executed,"  are  the  basis . 
of  all  the  illimitable  powers  with  which  gentle- 
men seek  to  clothe  the  Ohief  Uagiatrate. 

It  ahoold  be  obaerved,  that  the  separation  of 
povera  in  the  Onutitaoon  of  the  TTnited  States 
18  by  no  means  perfect,  especially  between  tin 
I^slative  and  executive  departmfenta.  The 
firrt  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  constitu- 
tim  declares,  that  '*  alt  legislative  power  herein 
granted  diall  be  vested  m  a  Congress  of  the 
TTnited  States ;"  and  yet,  when  we  descend  to 
the  spedal  distribution  of  the  powers  which 
follow,  we  find  that  all  the  le^slative  power 
therein  granted  is  not  vested  in  the  Congress, 
but  that  a  most  important  portion  of  It  is  vest- 
ed in  the  President,  namely,  a  veto  power — a 
power  which  touches  legislation  nearly,  vitally 
—4  power  which  has  grown  up  to  ^at  im- 
portuioe  in  the  present  day,  and  which  threat- 
ens to  absorb  or  paralyze  the  powers  of 
le^datiwL 

jBy  the  first  section  of  the^  second  article  of 
the  oonstitution,  the  executive  power  is  vest- 
ed in  a  President  of  the  United  States."  The 
word  "all"  nsed  in  the  section  granting  the 
legislative  power  to  Congress,  is  omitted  in 
this.  I  do  not  lay  mudi  stress  npon  the  omis- 
sion, hut  I  am  certainly  warranted  in  saying 
ttuat  tiie  grant  of  executive  power  is  not  in 
terms  more  comprehensive  than  is  the  grant  of 
Jeinslative  power,  to  the  universality  of  whidi 
I  liave  shown  one  strong  exertion.  Indeed, 
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sir,  without  referring  to  the  special  designation 
of  the  several  powers  which  is  found  in  the 
articles  of  the  constitution  contuning  the  gen- 
eral grants  of  the  le^slative  power,  it  would 
be  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  determine 
what  was  Intended  to  he  included  in  each,  es  ■ 
peciaUy  in  the  latter;  for  judicial  power  ia 
more  mstinot  in  Us  character,  and  more  capa- 
ble of  a  precise  designation. 

What  IS  exeentive  power?  I  never  aav  a 
defiidtion  from  which,  a  distinct  oonceptimi  ct 
its  essence  or  qualities  oonld  be  gathered.  In- 
deed, it  is  not  Bosceptible  ot  any,  varying  aa  it 
does  in  its  properties  and  extend  in  every  fomi 
and  modification  of  government.  M.  Neoker, 
an  author  respectable,  but  not  of  high  author- 
ity, assimilates  it  to  that  mysterious  principle 
which,  in  the  hnman  frame,  unites  action  to 
the  wul ;  the  legislative  power  being  the  will. 
This  would  be  intelligible  enough,  and  practi- 
cal also,  if  all  po  wer,  as  had  b^n  the  case  in 
France,  centred  in  a  Bingte  individual:  there 
would  be  no  clashing  of  those  great  separate 
powers,  the  one  oootravening  or  absorbing  the 
other ;  it  would  be  reduced  to  tiie  same  mmpltf 
principle  as  that  of  human  will  and  hnmaa 
action ;  the  will  dictating,  and  the  actrve  prin- 
ciple moving  in  exact  accordance  with  it.  Bat 
when  the  will  and  the  active  prindple  exist  in 
different  bodies,  and  the  active  principle,  as  la 
the  case  of  our  executive,  has  a  will  also  of  hid 
own,  if  it  extend  to  and  penetrate  every  por-: 
tion  of  the  body  politic,  that  will,  which  is  ac- 
companied with  efficient  action,  mnst,  as  a 
necessary  ccmsequeuce,  overturn  or  absorb  all 
the  powers  of  the  legislative  will,  which  Is  des- 
titute of  action.    This  notion  of  executivtt 

Kwer  will  not  do  in  a  Government  whidi, 
iog  free,  intends  to  preserve  Its  fi«edom; 
and  u  will  be  seen,  by  and  by,  that  it  is  not  the 
kind  of  executive  power  created  by  the  framers 
of  oar  constitution.  It  will  not  do  to  drav 
precedent  from  monarchical  Qovermnents  to 
settie  the  extent  of  that  power,  unless  we  agree 
with  them  to  admit  the  divine  n^tA  of  kings, 
and  let  our  Executive  become,  as  theirs,  su- 
preme and  irrespousdble.  We  mnst,  thetk  ex- 
amine the  constitution  itself  minutely,  and  see 
if  we  can  discover  the  meaning  affixed  to  this 
important  term,  "  executive  power,"  and  what 
subjects  propeny  fall  within  the  soc^e  of  its 
infiaence. 

The  seoond  sectiora  of  I3ie  aeeond  artide  <^ 
the  constitntifflicontwns  a  general  ennmeratl(m 
of  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  President ;  H 
makes  him  commander-in-chief  of  the  army 
and  navy,  and  of  the  militia,  when  called  into 
actual  service ;  it  gives  him  the  power  of  ap- 
pointment, by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate ;  and  cUreots  him  to  receive  am- 
bassadors and  other  public  ministers;  but  it 
gives  him  no  power  over  the  Treasury,  or  the 
collection  or  disbarsement  of  the  revenue.  Bat 
mark,  air,  the  duties  specially  assigned  to  Con- 
gress by  the  eighth  section  m  the  first  article ; 
**to  lay  and  eolleot  taxes,  dntiea^  imposts,  $od 
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«zdflea ;  to  paj  the  debts,  and  provide  for  the 
oommoa  defence."  Oongress  not  only  lays, 
"bnt  collects  dnties  and  imposts.  Why  collect ! 
The  SenatOT  frran  Virginia  (Ui.  Btrss)  pro- 
nounces the  collection -of  the  revenno  an  act 
appropriate  to  the  Ezecntire;  and  it  might 
weU  be  bo,  if  the  constitotioa  had  not  re^ed 
the  duty  in  another  department  of  the  Govem- 
ment;  and  there  is  no  accidental  misnse  of  lan- 
guage here,  for  it  is  carried  tiirongh  in  all  the 
prorisions  of  the  constitution  whenever  the 
fiscal  concerns  of  the  nation  are  the  subject  of 
provision ;  and  not  only  the  laying  and  collect- 
ing of  taxes,  but  the  disbursement  of  those 
taxes.  Congress,  not  the  President,  has  power 
to  "payUie  national  debt;"  but,  in  the  same 
sentence  vesting  these  powers,  Oongress  is  au- 
tluMized  to  "  provide  ftw  t2ie  common  d^ence," 
sot  to  defend,  for  that  is  one  of  the  powers 
granted  to  the  Ezeentive.  .A^fdn :  in  tiie  ninth 
aecticm  of  the  same  article,  which  relates  to  the 
power  of  Congress,  is  a  provision  that  '-'no 
money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  Treasary  bnt  in 
consequence  of  appropriations  made  by  law," 
and  that  "  a  reguW  statement  of  receipts  and 
expenditnres  of  all  public  money  shall  be  pub- 
lianed  from  time  to  time ;"  clearly  evidencing 
that  the  whole  control  of  the  public  funds,  the 
levying,  collecting,  keeping,  and  disburBing,  is 
intrusted  fully  to  Congress,  and  not  at  eSl  to 
file  President.  I  might  refer  to  numerous  pro- 
viaoiu  of  flilB  instrament,  showing  the  accu- 
rate manner  in  which  the  powMS  and  duties  of 
«ach  of  the  great  dqwrtments  of  Ooveinment 
were  limited  and  demied  in  the  particular  enu- 
meration of  the  powers  of  each.  For  exam- 
ple. Congress  is  "to  provide  and  maintain  a 
navy,"  not  to  command  or  control  it ;  for  that 
power  is  vested  in  the  President ;  but,  as  the 
purse  is  in  the  hands  of  Congress,  they  alone 
can  provide  and  maintain.  ''To  provide  for 
calling  forth  the  militia,"  not  to  call  them 
forth ;  for  that  is  the  daty  of  the  President 
To  provide  for  organizing,  arming,  and  dis- 
idplinuig  the  militia,"  not  to  organize,  or  arm 
them ;  for  those  are  portions  of  the  Executive 
Antf.  I  have,  sir,  puiaued  this  analysis  far 
enough  to  show,  (i£  indeed,  a  donbt  conld  ever 
seriously  exist  of  the  &ot,)  that,  in  all  things 
relating  to  the  public  treasure,  its  levy,  collec- 
tion, s^e-keepii^  and  disbursement,  Executive 
interference  nas  oeen  carefoUy  excluded  by  the 
£ramers  of  the  constitution ;  and  that  the  power 
of  Oongress  extends  to  it  throughout,  in  all  its 
minutest  details ;  but,  on  all  subjects  in  which 
power  is  intended  to  be  reposed  in  the  Execu- 
tive, Congress  is  merely  required  to  provide  the 
means  by  which  that  power  may  be  exercised. 
This  review  of  the  provisions  of  the  constitu- 
tion was  deemed  necessary  to  give  a  taH  and 
distinct  conqvehension  of  the  several  acts  cre- 
ating the  three  (subsequently  four)  subordinate 
depwtmenta,  whose  duties  and  responsibilities 
are  the  more  immediate  subject  of  inquiry. 
TbB  first  Congress,  which  mot  in  1769,  enacted 
the  lavs  oeating  these  departments;  the  anb- 


jects  relating  to  them  were  referred  to  the  same 
committee,  and  they,  after  much  contideration 
and  lengthoud  debate,  passed  the  several  laws 
in  their  present  forms.  Two  of  than,  ^ut  of 
War  and  of  Foreign  Affairs,  are,  in  their  titles, 
called  ''Executive  Departments,"  the  other  is 
utiaply  styled  "the  Treasury  Department." 
Bnt  It  is  said,  sir,  that  the  titie  of  an  act  proves 
nothing ;  that  it  cannot  be  used  in  giving  it  a 
construction.  This,  I  admits  is  true  in  tlM 
main ;  hut  taking  into  view  the  circumstances 
under  which  these  acts  were  passed,  and  the 
high  importance  attached  to  them  by  the  Con- 
gress and  the  people  of  that  day,  it  could  hardly 
be  by  acddent  that  the  title  of  these  laws,  re- 
ported the  aame  committee,  and  nnder  oon- 
ddotttiim  by  the  same  Omgreas,  at  the  same 
time^  shoold  diflbr  in  so  important  a  feature. 
Bnt  we  may,  on  the  strictest  legal  principles, 
refer  to  the  body  of  the  act,  and  mdst  that 
that  shall  fix  its  conatniction,  and  be  taken  as 
the  index  of  the  sense  of  the  I^slature  which 
enacted  it. 

The  first  section  of  the  act  establishing  what 
is  now  called  the  Department  of  State,  provides, 
, "  that  there  shall  be  an  Executive  Department, 
to  be  denominated  the  Deparbnent  of  Foreign 
AfE^urs,"  and  the  chief  officer  of  that  deport- 
ment is  reqnired  to  "  perform  and  execute  sudi 
duties  as  shall,  &om  time  to  time,  be  enjoined 
Ml,  or  intmsted  to  him  by  t&e  Prerident  <k  the 
United  States,  agreeably  to  the  onistit^itHi, 
relative  to  COTrM^xnidenoeB,  onnmisaionB,  or 
instraotions  to  or  with  pnblio  .ministers,"  Jtas. ; 
and,  by  reference  to  the  act  it  will  be  seen  that 
no  single  daty  is  annexed  to  his  offiee,  or  a  sin- 
gle trust  reposed  in  him,  which  is  not  part  and 
parcel  of  the  duty  of  the  Prestdent,  as  ei^oined 
by  the  constitution  in  the  special  enumeration 
of  his  powers.  This,  then,  is  properly  called 
an  Execntive  Department,  botii  m  the  title  and 
the  body  of  the  act ;  and  the  officer  at  the  head 
of  this  department  is  prc^terly  made  obedient 
to  the  Pruident  within  the  sphere  of  hii  otm- 
stitntional  duties. 

Next  in  order  is  the  Department  of  War. 
The  first  section  of  the  act  creating  it  denom- 
inates it  also  Execntive :  "  That  there  shall  be 
an  Executive  Department,  to  be  denominated 
the  Department  (tf  War,"  and  tiie  principal 
officer  therein  Is  likewise  charged  with  dutira 
which  the  constitution  had  assigned  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive ;  and  he  is  required  to  conduct  the  bus- 
iness of  his  department  in  such  manner  as  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall,  ieom  time 
to  time,  order  and  direct. 

The  act  creating  the  Treasury  Department 
does  not,  either  in  the  titie  or  body  ctf  tiie  act, 
style  it  Encntive.  Tho  first  sectkm  provides 
"  that  tiiere  shall  be  a  Dqiartment  of  tlw  Treas- 
ury," and  directs  the  appointment  of  a  Secre- 
tary, who  shall  be  head  of  the  department 
His  dutira,  also,  coincide  in  .all  reqieots  with 
those  which  arise  out  of  the  powers  granted  to 
Congress  by  the  constitution;  wme  of  them 
tonch  the  prescribed  fimetions  of  the  C^ef 
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Ibgistrate.  He  "  ehall  digest  and  prepare  plans 
for  the  improTement  and  managemient  of  the 
rerenne,  and  for  the  BT^>port  of  poblio  credit ; 
prepare  and  report  estimates  of  public  revenne 
and  expenditures ;  superintend  the  collection 
<^  the  revenue,'*  &c. — all  duties  especially  de- 
Tolved  uptHi  the  Oongresa  by  the  coostituumi, 
88 1  lure  already  she vn;  and  that  his  charac- 
ter may  be  more  dktinotW  marked  aa  the  (^eer 
of  Oolupress,  and  not  of  txie  Preddent^  he  alone, 
i^aU  t£e  heads  of  Department^  is  speotaUy  re- 
qoired  to  "  make  report  and  give  iofonnadon 
to  either  branch  of  the  Legidature,  in  person 
or  in  wriUng,  as  he  may  be  required,  respecting 
aU  matters  which  may  be  referred  to  him  by 
the  Senate  or  House  of  Bepresentativea,  or 
which  sh^  appertain  to  his  office."  The  mark- 
ed disUnction  in  the  oharsoter  and  duties  of 
these  departments,  derignated  by  the  law — the 
fact  that^  while  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the 
Secretary  of  War  are  made  directly  responsible 
to  tiie  Preeident,  and  required  to  petfonn  their 
aereral  duties  in  obedience  to  his  Instroctions 
ud  oinnmands,  the  Sewetary  of  the  neuary 
is  made  aabservleut  to  no  oonmianda  except 
those  (^{he  ^Mueattf  OongresB,  and  is  charged 
with  no  duties  except  saoh  as  the  constitntaon 
^(rfns  npon  them,  woold  seem,  according  to 
all  acknowledged  principles  of  interpretation,  to 
oarry  with  it  a  strong  n^ative  of  the  claim  of 
power  which  the  Prekdent  has  assumed  to  ex- 
ercise oTer  the  prescribed  duties  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury.  That  Secretary  is  not  an 
exeoutire  officer,  and  the  President  has  no  more 
right  to  order  and  direct  how  he  shall  perform 
any  of  his  appropriate  duties,  or  take  their  per- 
formance out  of  his  hands,  than  either  House 
of  Congress  has  to  interfere  with  the  discharge 
el  the  appropriate  duties  of  the  Beoretary  of 
State  or  <^  War. 

But  the  Senator  from  Tlra^nia  (Hr.  Bins) 
says  that  t^e  dnlies  of  the  Beoretary  of  the 
Treasury  are  exeontiye  in  their  chuW»r,  and 
he  instanced  the  daty  of  digesting  and  prepar- 
ing plans  for  the  improvement  of  the  revenue. 
Now,  sir,  with  all  due  deference  to  the  superior 
political  knowledge  and  acumen  of  the  honor- 
able Senator,  I  am  constrained  to  differ  from 
him  wholly  and  absolutely.  There  is  nothing 
more  execntive  in  its  nature,  in  deviung,  and 
pr^aring,  a  plan  for  the  improvement  of  the 
revenue,  thui  there  is  in  devising,  and  prepar- 
ing, and  enacting  a  law  for  the  same  purpose. 
Both  require  the  intellect,  the  mind,  and  Judg- 
ment, rathev  than  the  mere  active  prinoiiue,  to 
tolDg  them  to  pass.  The  duty  enjoined  on  this 
Secretanr  is  not  that  exeontiTe  act  which  fol- 
lows legation,  and  carries  into  eflbot  the  law, 
but  it  IS  lenslation  in  its  incipient  stage,  or 
rather  a  gathering  together^  and  arranging  the 
elements  out  of  which  legislation  is  to  arise. 
Now,  it  is  obvious  that  uiis  nmst  be  done  by 
those  who  bear  Ihe  burden  of  legislation,  and 
they  may  do  it  themselves,  or  employ  an  ap- 
propriate  agent  or  agents  to  perform  it ;  th^ 
mi^t  direct  a  Committee  of  Oongresa  to  per^ 


form  it  during  vacation ;  they  might  appoint  a 
commission  by  law  for  the  same  purp<^ ;  or 
they  might  do  it  as  they  have  done,  appoint  an 
officer,  who  should  be  emphatically  theirs,  and 
acconntable  to  them  to  perform  it.  The  same 
may  be  said  of  the  other  duties  enjoined  by  law 
on  this  officer.  In  truth,  sdr,  this  very  vagae 
and  indefinite  sense  which  goitkmen  attach  to 
the  term  executive  power  and  eneative  dn^ 
—a  term  which  may  oe  extended  ao  aa  to  over- 
shadow all  the  other  powera  and  ftmcticoia  ttf 
Government — ^is  proo^  if  any  were  wanting,  ci 
the  wisdom  of  the  A*am«rs  of  our  constitntioB 
in  defioiog  the  term  by  a  partionlar  distribntion 
of  specially  enumerated  powers.  But  the  hon- 
orable Senator  contends  that  it  is  an  executive 
daty  to  report  to  Congress,  because  the  Frera- 
dent  himself  is  required  to  report,  or  rather  to 
reoommend  to  Oon^^ss,  sndi  matters  as  he 
shall  think  euedient.  True,  the  oonstitotion 
imposes  upon  him  a  special  duty  by  special  dea- 
ignation;  but  this  does  not  prove  tiiat  it  is 
uerefore  Ua^  in  oonseqnenoe  of  tlie  goieral 
grant  of  exeontive  power.  The  nsoal  prooeM 
of  legal  reasmiiig  would  prore  directly  the  re- 
Terse  :  if  it  had  been  covered  by  the  general 
grant,  it  would  not  have  been  afterwards  roe- 
oialiy  designated.  EUr,  the  reason  for  the  diob- 
ent  frame  and  coDStrootion  of  the  law,  crertiog 
the  three  subordinate  departments  of  Govern- 
ment, must  be  already  sofficientiy  obvious. 
The  sabjeet-matter  over  which  the  two  first 
have  ohaive  is  execntive  in  its  natore,  and  is 
vested  by  the  constitution  in  the  Prendent ;  tJie 
last  having  to  do  only  witii  the  finances  ot  the 
country — a  subject-matter,  which  to  its  fullest 
extent,  and  in  all  its  modifications,  is  intrusted  to 
Congress — is  placed  under  the  control  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Chmgresa  conld  not, 
without  a  sonrender  v/t  th^  most  aaored  tmsL 
have  rendered  him  an  executive  officer,  and 
have  required  or  pennitted  him  to  discharge  hb 
duties  in  such  manner  as  he  shonld  be  direeted 
by  the  President.  His  duties,  therefore,  are  to 
be  performed  under  tiie  direction  of  the  Le^s- 
lature,  and  the  subject  over  which  he  perf(»mB 
them  is  a  legislative  trust 

By  the  bank  charter  of  1810,  section  16,  we 
find  another  portion  of  t^e  power  of  Congress 
vested  in  the  same  officer ;  a  power  alike  re- 
lating to  the  finances,  and  for  which  he  is,  aa 
in  ouier  cases,  made  re^nsitile  to  Ctmgresa. 
The  sixteenth  section  of  the  bank  chuter  pro- 
vides, "  that  the  depouts  of  tbe  money  of  the 
United  States,  in  places  la  whidi  the  sud  bank 
and  the  bnmchea  thereof  mi^  he  established, 
shall  be  made  in  add  bank  or  branches  thweolj 
unless  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  at 
any  time  otherwise  order  and  direct ;  in  which 
case,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry  shall  im- 
mediately lay  before  Congress,  if  in  session, 
and,  if  not,  immediately  uter  the  commenoe- 
ment  of  the  next  session,  the  reasons  of  such 
order  and  direction."  Here,  again,  is  a  poww 
vested  in  the  Se<a«tary  of  the  Treasnry  over 
the  finances — a  power  evidentiy  rat^eot  to  ro- 
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vision ;  and  as  it  is  a  power  relating  to  a  sab- 
jeot-matter  which  is  placed  under  the  control 
and  protection  of  Oongress,  we  would  be  led 
a  priori  to  conclode  that  Oongress  woold  be  the 
Bupervisory  power  over  his  acts;  and  so,  in- 
deed, it  is.  Our  whole  vpUm  of  legislation  is 
perfect  and  wmditent;  from  the  oonstitation 
down  to  the  latest  law  passed  upon  the  salfleot, 
bQ  sappose  the  power  <n  fbe  finanoea  faiaepara- 
Wy  Tested  in  Congress,  and  severed  by  an  im- 
pftssable  barrier  from  execntiTe  control:  bat 
uat  l^alation  has  been  set  at  defiance ;  the 
ooDstitational  provisdons  have  been  disregarded ; 
the  barriers  raised  br  its  framers  for  uie  pro- 
tection of  popular  libertj  have  been  bn^en 
down ;  and  the  pablio  treasu%  is  poured  into 
the  coffers  of  the  Ezecntive.  The  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  himself  in  the  reasoos  which  he 
renders  to  Oongress  for  the  remoral  of  the  pnbllo 
depodts,  admits  that  the  plaoe  of  safe  keepuig  for 
the  aational  funds  is  a  matter  properly  of  leg- 
lalatiTe  detenninttlon ;  and  he  seems  to  won- 
(Lar  that  Omgress  ever  placed  It  mtder  tbe  care 
ot  the  EzeoadTe.  Sir,  tbe  public  fonds  were 
never  placed  under  the  control  of  the  Ezecn- 
ttn,  oonadbitionally  or  legally.  The  control 
which  be  bw  exercised  over  them  is  without 
law,  or,  rather,  in  defiance  of  law ;  and  all  the 
•nthority  which  the  Secl-etary  is  disposed  to 

geld  to  tbe  President  over  his  official  acts  is  so 
r  an  abandonment,  on  his  part)  at  the  trust 
reposed  in  him  by  law. 

By  the  aet  establishing  tbe  Treasnry  Depart- 
ment, to  wMcb  I  have  already  referred,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  required  "  to  su- 
perintend tbe  collection  of  tbe  revenue ; "  by 
which  is  to  be  understood  all  snc^  acts  as  are 
peeessary  to  be  peifomwd  beforepladng  the 
money  in  tbe  public  treosmy.  'Wben  juaoed 
there  the  coUeotion  of  it  has  ceased,  and  the 
Boperintendence  over  that  odleotdoi),  given  to 
tbe  Secretary,  ceases  to  cMifer  tm  bim  any 
power  over  it ;  all  tbat  be  may  possess  farther 
must  be  derived  from  some  omer  provision  or 
principle  of  law.  Snt,  nnder  this  proviuon, 
most  of  those  acts  of  other  Seoretanes,  which 
have  been  adduced  hefe  as  precedents,  have 
been  performed,  and  rightfhUy  performed.  As, 
for  example :  Alexander  Hamilton,  when  Sec- 
retary of  the  IVeasnry,  directed  the  collector 
of  tbe  port  d  Ofaarleston  to  pay  over  the  pnUio 
mon^  as  be  cdleeted  it  and  to  depoMt  tbe 
pabUo  bonds  with  an  bi^Tidnal,  (B&.  Haber- 
sibam.)  But  it  will  be  perceived,  at  once,  that 
this  was  a  part  of  the  act  of  collecting,  and 
Iffin^K  the  pablio  money  into  the  treasury, 
and  ondnr  the  control  of  the  treasurer;  and  this 
course  most  have  been  taken ;  tiie  money  must 
bave  been  |>aid  to  an  agent  of  the  department, 
for  application  or  transmis^on ;  or  it  must  have 
remained  in  the  hands  of  the  collector  until  it 
should  be  drawn  for,  or  be  transmitted  by 
him,  and  paid  over  to  the  treasnry.  And  here, 
idr,  arises  the  much  disputed  question,  what  is 
the  treasury  of  the  United  States  ?  The  most 
ibn^  idea  of  it  would  be,  that  it  were  a  strong 


box ;  or  a  strong  vault,  in  which  the  money  of 
the  nation  is  garnered  up,  and  kept  under  tbe 
custody  of  the  treasurer.  Bnt  this  is  not  true 
in  practice  or  in  fact.  We  have  no  such  strong 
box  or  vanlt.  It  therefore  is  what  Oongress 
has  seen  fit  to  make  it ;  and  here  I  beg  leave  to 
say,  that  the  definition  of  it  given  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Ervxs,)  c<^ncides  very 
nearly  with  my  own  conception  of  the  thing. 
It  is  the  state  and  condition  of  the  pubHo  ftanw 
as  fixed  by  lav,  and  it  involves  custody,  either 
with  or  without  I0CBIK7.  Well,  tiie  funds  of 
the  United  States  were,  pursuant  to  law,  col- 
lected and  deposited  in  the  Bank  of  tbe  Uidted 
States.  Now  I  ask  the  honorable  Senator  frtna 
Yir^nia,  if^  according  to  his  own  de&iition,  the 
state  and  condition  of  their  fonds  in  this  lumk, 
inasmuch  as  it  was  that  condition  provided  by 
law — ask  him,  sir,  if  this  does  not  come  taU  np 
to  his  conception  the  treasury ;  and  if  the 
wltitdrawal  of  those  funds  from  that  prescribed 
oonditiiHi,  without  law,  be  not  a  irithdrawsl 
from  the  treasury  ? 

We  have  th«D,  sir,  settied  upon  a  determinate 
notion  as  to  what  the  treasury  is ;  and  I  thiidc 
myself  safe  5n  the  oonclnsion  that  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  so  &r  forth  as  it  contained 
public  Amds.  placed  in  it  by  command  of  law, 
and  of  which  the  law  has  not  authorized  the 
removal,  is  tiiat  treasury.  I  will  now  inquire 
by  what  authority  the  money  of  the  United 
States  was  removed  from  that  custody,  and 
placed  in  other  hands. 

I  have  shown  that  the  act  of  removal  does 
not  pertain  to  the  collection  of  the  revenue; 
and  care  should  be  taken,  if  we  wi^  to  arrive 
at  a  true  residt,  tiiat  the  duties  of  collection, 
and  the  removal  from  tbe  ImsI  custody,  of 
Amds  already  collected,  ahonla  not  be  con- 
founded. 

The  ninth  section  of  ^e  first  article  ctf  tbe 
constitution  ordains,  *'  that  no  monej  shall  be 
drawn  from  the  treasury  bnt  in  consequence 
of  appropriations  made  by  law."  The  law  de- 
fining the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury reiterates  the  same  provision.  Unless, 
therefore,  some  clause  in  the  law  incorporating 
the  bank  gives  him  the  power  claimed  over  the 
public  frmda,  be  has  it  not.  The  fifteenth  sec- 
tion of  the  bank  charter  is  that  under  which  I 
understand  tbe  power  is  dfumed.  It  provides 
"  that,  during  the  continuance  of  this  act.  and 
whenever  reqnbred  hjr  tbe  Secretair  of  tbe 
Treasury,  the  corporation  dall  give  tbe  neoea- 
aary  fodHties  for  transferring  the  public  f^da 
from  place  to  place,  within  the  United  States 
or  the  territories  thereof,  and  for  distributing 
the  same  in  payment  of  the  public  creditor." 
This  is  the  clause  supposed  to  vest  in  the  Seo* 
retary  of  the  Treasuiy  this  power. 

Hr.  President,  tbe  power  of  removal  from 
ofBce  as  a  constitutional,  contradistin^i^ed 
from  a  legal  power,  has  been  asserted  in  this 
debate  to  exist  in  the  Executive ;  and  it  has 
been  pressed  with  an  energy  and  emphaf^ 
which  is  not  eanly  accomitedfor  by  any  bear- 
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ing  which  its  determinatioQ  either  way  can 
hare  upon  the  present  question.  It  is,  how- 
eTer,  a  familiar  practice  with  the  sapportera  of 
hi^  prerogative,  to  go  as  Car  back  as  possible 
in  tracing  its  ori^.  Hence,  the  theorj  of  the 
divine  right  of  kings,  which  it  is  said  to  be  blas- 
phemy to  call  in  question.  To  question  this 
imputed  power  of  the  President  is,  according 
to  gentlemen  here,  a  violation  of  the  constitu- 
tion. It  is  only  on  account  of  the  general 
bearing  of  this  doctrine,  its  tendecoy  to  cen- 
tre and  oomlone  all  the  powers  of  the  Qovem- 
mant  in  one  man,  that  I  cere  touch  the  sabjeot, 
as  time  will  not  permit  me  to  dwell  upon  it. 
And  let  me  be  understood ;  I  adcnit  that  the 
power  of  removal  iu  the  ^ven  case  is  vested  in 
the  Prerident  by  law ;  but  I  deny  that  it  is  a 
power  granted  by  or  growing  out  of  the  con- 
stitution. 

From  what  I  s^d  at  the  opening  of  my  re- 
marks on  the  nature  of  Executive  power,  and 
from  the  autiiority  then  cited,  it  will,  I  think, 
be  manifest,  that  in  no  countiy,  except  those 
purely  demotic  in  their  form  of  government,  or 
those  closely  verg^g  on  despotism  in  their  ge- 
nios  and  ctiaracter,  iwes  the  nngle  abstract  idea 
o£  Ezeoative  power  carry  with  it,  as  <tf  its  e»- 
aenoe,  or  even  of  its  nature,  the  power  also  to 
imx^  or  to  remove  fitnn  office.  The<^niona 
ol  men  are,  in  ttus  respect  moulded  aiu  &ah- 
ionedto  the  nature  of  their  Government — ^wbere 
idl  power  is  supposed  to  be  originaUy  vested 
in  tiie  sovereign  Executive;  who  holds  that 
power  by  right  of  conquest  or  divine  right — 
where  the  king  is  tiie  fountain  of  justice  and 
the  fountain  of  honor,  and  the  chief  source  of 
law,  the  opinion  that  this  power  is  an  essential 
power  of  the  prerogative  may  well  prevail ;  and 
that  a  king  is  possessed  of  it  until,  by  charter, 
he  riiall  have  m  whole  or  in  part  resigned  it. 
Bat  in  a  Government  which  rests  upon  the  prin- 
idpJe  that  all  power  oii^ates  with  and  centres 
iu  tiie  poopl^  the  Ezecntive  power,  and  every 
other  power  which  they  may  vest  in  thur  gov- 
ernors, is  just  what  they  please  to  make  it 
Such  is  our  Government  in  its  form  and  theory, 
and  the  powers  of  onr  Exeoative  are  to  be 
songht  for  in  the  constitution,  by  a  just  and 
legitimate  construction  of  that  instrameot 

The  opinion  of  K.  Necker,  which  I  have  al- 
ready referred  to,  that  "  the  executive  power 
rq>resents  in  the  political  system  that  myste- 
rious principle  which,  in  the  moral  man,  uiites 
action  to  the  will,"  does  not  seem  to  carry  with 
it  the  idea  of  the  power  of  creation  or  destrao- 
tion  over  the  inatrom^ts  with  which  that  will 
iato  be  performed.  The  same  writer,  in  an- 
other  pl&ce,  speaking  of  tiie  wild  views  of  the 
framers  of  the  French  oonstitation  of  1700, 
u  They  treated  this  power  (the  Executive) 
as  if  it  had  been  a  si^>emataral  pre-existent 
faculty,"  and  he  comt)Iam8  that  they  created  an 
Executive,  without  conferring  on  It  a  participa- 
tion in  the  appointment  to  office,  and  some 
otiier  ratronage  necessary  to  sustain  its  dignity 
and  inaependenoe.  Benoe^  I  oonidude  thi^  in 


the  opinion  of  this  writer,  at  least,  the  term 
Ezecntive  power  did  not,  of  itself  ex  vi  Urmini. 
involve  the  power  of  appointment  and  removal 
from  office.  I  will  also  take  leave  to  refer  to  a 
writer  (Aokerly)  on  the  British  constitution, 
whose  work  appeared  about  the  middle  of  the 
18th  century.  The  author  supposes  a  conven- 
tion of  the  people  assembled  to  fix,  by  mutual 
consent,  the  constitution  of  the  monarchy ;  and 
in  this  assembly,  Britanntous,  a  leading  mem- 
her,  proposed  "  that  the  intended  king,  as  head, 
should  have  the  whole  ueentive  power  of  the 
laws,  and  to  take  oare  of  tiie  admmistration  of 
justice,  and  that  he  ahonld  neither  deny,  delay, 
nor  sell  justice  to  any  man.  He  Aurther  pro- 
pounded, that  the  intended  king  should  have 
the  sole  appointment  and  ncanination  of  all  lus 
Judges,  ministers  of  State,  his  admirals  and  gen- 
erals, and  all  other  offioem  In  the  State,  both, 
civil  and  military." 

Kr.  President,  I  have  dwelt  longer  on  tUs 
subject  than  I  intended,  and  I  regret  that  it  haa 
arisen  as  an  incidental  question  in  debate ;  it  is 
itself  worthy  of  a  separate  and  a  fbU  discussion ; 
but  I  could  not  consent  that,  by  this  indirection, 
the  constitutional  rights  of  this  body  ^ould  be 
oast  as  an  oaring  at  the  footstool  of  power, 
without  entering  my  moat  solemn  protest 
against  the  Buirender. 


TnxBDaT,  Jannaty  21. 

Origin  qf  Book  PurcTuuet  for  Met^en. 

On  motion  of  Ur,  WaBsm,  the  Senate  pro* 
ceeded  to  consider  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions, in  part,  for  the  service  of  the  year  1884, 
with  the  message  from  the  House  of  Bepresent- 
atives  disagreeing  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  for  striking  out  the  clause  restricting  the 
application  of  the  contingent  fund  of  each 
House  on  the  sulfject  of  piwting. 

Hr.  W.  explained,  that  this  buL  had  been  al- 
ready before  the  Committee  on  Finance,  who 
had  reported  two  amendmfflits  to  the  bill  as  It 
came  &om  the  House  of  Bepresentatives.  One 
of  tiiese  amendment  cdated  to  an  error  in  the 
estimate  of  the  expenses  of  the  Secretary's  office, 
which  had  been  agreed  to  by  the  House,  and 
there  was  nothing  more  to  be  said  about  it 
The  other  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  to 
strike  out  the  clause  in  the  bill  which  limited 
the  application  of  the  contingent  fund  in  the 
printing  department,  to  the  printing  of  such 
docnme&ts  only  as  related  to  the  ordhxair  pro- 
ceedings o£  Oongress,  and  were  executed  by  the 
public  printer  under  his  oonteaot ;  and  to  tins 
amendment  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  had 
disagreed.  He  should  now  close  the  few  re- 
marks he  had  to  make  with  a  motion  that  the 
Senate  adh««  to  their  amendment 

The  contingent  expenditures  of  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives  are  stated  in  the  bill  at  $160,- 
000,  including  fuel,  stationery,  printing,  dec. 
The  coDtingent  expenses  of  tiie  Senate  were 
estimated  at  $83,000.    Whether  these  sums 
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were  too  large,  or  too  small  he  did  not  pretend 
to  Bay.  He  bad  no  doubt  that  the^  were  large 
oioQgh,  and  he  should  be  content  witii  any  or- 
der which  the  Senate  might  take  eoneendng 
them.  But  be  wished  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Senate  to  the  danse  which  had  been  stricken 
ont  by  the  Senate^  and  which  he  asked  the  Sec- 
retary now  to  read.  [The  olaase  having  been 
read,  Ur.  Wsbsteb  resomed.]  If  the  Senate 
agreed  to  retain  fliis  dense,  so  let  it  be.  His 
di^osition  was,  to  adhere  to  the  amendment  by 
which  it  had  been  stricken  out.  A  similar  pro- 
Tision  to  this  had  been  in  the  bill  for  some 
years,  and  snch  was  its  inconvenience,  and  the 
unpracticability  of  carrying  it  into  effect,  that 
the  officers  of  the  two  Houses  had  been  com- 
pelled to  disobey  the  restriction.  It  excepted 
works  which  were  printed  by  order  of  the 
Honse  of  Bepresentative^  but  not  tboee  which 
vere  printed  by  order  of  the  Senate.  He  ob- 
jected to  the  principle  inTOlved  in  the  clause, 
And  desired  to  know  why  the  Senate  were  not 
to  be  trusted  with  the  regulation  and  implica- 
tion of  their  own  contingent  fiind  t  n  they 
■were  allowed  to  pnrchase  what  fnd  they  chose, 
they  ought  to  be  also  allowed  to  order  the  print- 
ing of  such  works  as  they  desired.  The  clause 
excepted  such  works  as  were  executed  by  the 
pubho  printer.  He  knew  no  soch  officer  as  the 
public  printer.  Each  House  made  a  oont3*act 
with  a  printer,  but  there  is  no  such  officer  as  pnb- 
lic  printer.  The  House  ordered  books  wiu  as 
nmch  liberality  as  did  the  Senate,  but  the  House 
vcaAi  pay  for  the  books  which  they  ordered, 
tmoer  uus  constmcticoif  while  tiie  Senate  could 
do  no  such  thing.  A  member  near  him  (Mr. 
'Wnxras)  had  recently  moved  for  an  additional 
nomber  of  a  work  which  had  been  ordered  by 
a  protons  Oongress,  for  tiie  supply  of  new 
members.  Bnt  if  this  danse  were  to  be  retain- 
ed, the  Senate  could  not  pay  for  these  books. 
So  the  gentleman  ftom  Hississippi  (Mr.  Poih- 
x>kxtbb)  had,  at  the  instance  of  two  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Senate — ^the  Oommittee  on 
Fnblio  Lands,  and  the  Committee  on  Private 
3Land  Claims — ^introduced  a  resolution,  under 
which  a  compilation  of  the  land  laws  was  or- 
dered. Bnt  tne  Senate,  with  this  clause  stand- 
ing in  the  biU,  ooidd  not  pay  for  them.  Evai 
the  little  map  of  ITarraganaett  Bey,  of  which 
the  {ointine  had  been  asked,  could  not  be  paid 
finr,  and  t£e  gentleman  teem  Geor^  might 
have  spared  himself  the  labor  ot  c^podng  the 
order. 

He  moved  that  tlie  Senate  do  adhere  to  their 
Amendment. 

Mr.  FoRSTTH  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
c^use  which  hod  been  stricken  oat  by  tbe 
Senate.  iSter  the  clause  had  been  read,  be 
stated  that  this  subject  had  been  before  Con- 
gress formerly,  and  he  thought  that  the  House 
was  in  the  riuit  Their  object  was  to  dieck 
llie  abases  which  had  been  practised  on  the 
contingent  fimd.  That  taxA  was  created  for 
fte  p^ment  of  the  neoeasary  expenses  of  Oour 
greBS,wMle  the  Homes  were  in  aeision.  Abuses 


bad  subsequently  crept  in,  one  of  which  was  to 
bestow  the  patronage  of  Congress  on  a  variety 
of  works,  political  and  otherwise.  A  man  who 
had  on  hand  a  large  stock  ol  copies  of  a  book 
wUdi  he  could  not  throw  in  the  market,  oonld 
come  hoe,  and  through  the  influence  of  afrimd 
in  one  of  the  Hoiues,  ask  for  a  subscription, 
the  advantage  o£  which  was  ezdosively  to  him- 
self And  thus  Oongress  were  made  the  pnr- 
chasers  of  a  great  many  bad  books,  which  were 
thus  thrust  upon  the  public.  Another  abuse 
was  the  application  of  this  fimd  to  enable  pub- 
lishers to  get  up  new  works,  which  could  not 
he  published  without  the  aid  of  Congress.  He 
recollected  at  the  first  session  in  which  bt  was 
in  Congress,  a  large  appropriation  for  tiie  pub- 
lication of  Seybert's  Statistics.  This  patronage 
encouraged  Mr.  Pitkin  afterwards  to  get  up  me- 
Statistics.  Another  subscription  was  made  by 
the  Hoose  of  Bnnnsentatives  to  Gales  &  Sea- 
ton's  Begjster  <H  Debates,  by  which  an  annual 
(^propriatim  of  $2,600  was  made  to  Boatain  that 
work.  This  course  of  expenditure  continued 
for  some  years ;  until,  finally,  in  ccmseqaence  of 
doubts  whidi  had  arisen  as  to  the  merits  of  the 
work  on  which  this  patronage  was  conferred, 
this  clause  was  attached  to  the  appropriation 
bill.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the  danse  was  a 
very  proper  one,  and  he  hoped  the  Senate 
would  agree  to  retain  it.  He  should  vote 
agtunst  the  motion  to  adhere. 

Mr  Sank  admitted  that  it  might  be  all  true 
that  the  Senate  had  at^  unwisely  in  ordering 
works,  Bnt  he  did  not  view  that  as  the  qoes-r 
Hon  now  before  the  Senate,  The  Senate  luui 
ordered  a  number  d  new  books,  and  the  ques- 
tion was,  whether  the  works  which  had  been 
so  ordered,  and  which  were  in  use  by  the  Sea- 
ate,  were  to  be  paid  for,  or  not  He  thought 
that  the  faith  of  the  Senate  was  pledged  for  the 

Eaymeut  of  the  works  they  had  oraered,  and 
0  could  not  see  any  other  mode  by  which  this 
could  be  effected,  uum  by  striking  out  tiiis  re- 
striotion.  There  appeared  to  him  to  be  no 
otiier  mode  than  hold  on  to  the  clause,  by 
u^eeing  to  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from 
Massaohnsetts.  The  Senate  had  made  up  thdr 
minds  tbst  eertsin.  books  were  uaefoL  and  had 
ordered  these  works.  On  the  fiuth  cn  this  pro- 
cedure, the  continotors  had  gone  on  with  the 
publication  o(  the  woi^  and  the  Semite  were 
bound  to  fulfil  thdr  oldigation  to  p^y  for  them. 
He  should  therefore  Tote  in  fsvor  of  the  motion 
to  adhere. 

Mr.  Knia  said,  that  he  had  for  some  time 
seen  a  dl^sition  to  squander  the  contingent 
fhnd  of  Congress,  and  it  was  this  dispodtion 
which  had  led  to  the  introduction  of  this  claiud 
into  the  bill.  He  objected  to  the  motion  of  tiie 
Senator  from  Massaohusetts,  because  it  risked 
the  loss  of  the  bill.  It  was  not  usual  to  make 
such  a  motion  at  so  early  a  stage  of  the  proceed- 
ings, and  he  r^arded  it  as  dinespectfnl  to  the 
Hoose  (tf  BeprMentativea.  The  earliest  motimi 
ought  to  have  been  to  insist:  thra.  in  case  of 
dissgreement  on  tha  psrt  of  the  Hoose,  it  was 
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the  usual  course  to  call  a  conference.  If  the 
Senate  were  now  to  aerea  to  a  motion  to  ad- 
here, wookt  not  the  bUl  be  lost  in  the  event  of 
diaagreement  on  the  part  of  the  Honset  [ICr. 
Wkbstkb— "  Oertd]ilj.*|1  He  would  then  op- 
pose this  motion,  as  he  m&  not  see  any  thing  in 
the  clause  introduced  hj  the  Home  wmoh  ought 
to  excite  oppoutfon. 

Hr.  Webstbr  rose  merelj  to  answer  that  point 
ia  the  argument  of  the  Senator  from  Alabama 
which  attributed  to  him  (Mr.  W.)  an  intention 
to  offer  disrespect  to  the  Honse.  He  bad  look- 
ed into  this  matter  before  be  sabmitted  bis  mo- 
tion, and,  on  examining  the  precedents,  bad 
Ibnnd  that  a  similar  motion  had  been  made,  in 
this  stage,  by  many  distingulBhed  persons,  and 
inter  euioM^  by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama 
himself^  on  a  qnestion  of  great  pabUo  interest 
In  zefwMice  to  tiie  reladVe  rights  d  the  two 
Houses  orer  tiieir  own  contingent  flmd,  he  con- 
ridered  this  danse  as  not  bemg  in  trne  taatew 

the  Senate  believe  they  have  the  control  of 
own  contingent  ftind,  they  should  say  so. 
The  very  nature  of  the  contingent  fund  looked 
to  other  objects  than  saoh  as  were  specified. 
Otherwise,  there  could  be  no  contingency  about 
tt 

Kr.  Bbhton  said  the  early  salmalptiouB  to 
books  were  for  such  as  related  to  le^^tion,  and 
aided  tbe  member  in  discharge  of  his  duties — 
such  as  the  debates  of  Oongress.  For  such  he 
had  fdways  voted,  and  agiunst  all  othov. 

The  qnestion  was  then  taken,  and  dedded  in 
£sTor  of  Terence — yeas  84,  nays  18. 


Fbidat,  January  24. 
Dittrm  Petition. 

Mr.  Websteb  presented  the  proceedings  of  a 

Jinblio  meeting  held  in  the  town  of  New  Bed- 
brd,  in  the  State  of  Kassacbosetts. 

lib-.  W.  said  that  New  Bedford  bad  been  one 
of  the  moat  prosperous  and  &st^^wing  towns 
in  Massachnsetts.  Its  dtiaens  were  engaged  In 
a  most  nsefU,  hardy,  and  adventurous  oon- 
ineroe,  in  which  they  had  met  with  much  sno- 
oess:  and,  three  months  ago,  their  condition 
was  flourishing  and  happy ;  but  a  sudden  and 
most  extensive  reverse  has  hippened  to  it 
Thirty  or  for^  fidlores  are  sidd  to  have  hap- 

rraed,  and  great  pressure  and  distress  prevail, 
feelit  my  duty,  said  Mr.  W.,  to  present  these 
things  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate.  If 
there  can  be  either  any  ftith  in  men's  state- 
ments, or  if  facts  be  any  proof,  tbe  pressore,  sa 
far  from  dinunishhig,  is  increasing.  While  we 
are  talking  about  the  danger  of  the  moneyed 
aristocracy  of  the  bank,  a  state  of  things  is 
suffered  to  exist  which  Is  a  perfect  oamival  to 
the  real  money  tristocracy,  if  there  be  any  such 
thing  in  the  country.  OapltaUsts  holding  up 
their  money  for  such  enormous  rates  of  inter- 
"  est,  and  being  able  to  oommand  such  rates, 
shows  what  sacrifloes  are  made  \if  industrious 
men,  of  small  capital,  to  protect  themselves 


from  absolute  ruin.  In  many  places  numerous 
workmen  have  been  thrown  out  of  employ,  not 
only  in  the  manuftetnriug  establiahmeote,  but 
in  we  mines  of  stHue  <tf  tbe  IGddle  States,  lit- 
deed,  if  the  infimnatioH  f»F  this  morning  is  oor^ 
rect,  one  of  these  States  had  suffered  a  great 
difiappointsnent,  in  fidling  to  receive  the  instal- 
ments on  its  loans  aoooraing  to  contract,  and 
was  obliged  to  take  other  measures  fox  supp- 
ing iSba  means  of  earrying  on  its  pnbUo  worXB. 


UoNDAT,  January  27. 

Dittregs  Petition, 

Ur.  FBEI.IXGHUTSEN  presented  a  petition  from 
a  numbw  of  citizens  of  Newark,  New  Jersey, 
praying  that  the  deposits  of  the  public  moneys 
m^  be  restored  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States. 

[On  presenting  the  memorial,  Mr.  T.  accompanied 
it  irfth  a  speech,  In  vUch  he  sdd  It  was  signed  by 
1,341  of  the  citizens  of  Newark,  comprising  foor- 
fifths  of  tbe  baainess  population,  now  reduced  to 
the  deepest  pecuniary  distress  by  the  removal  nt 
tbe  deposits,  and  pniTing  their  restoration.] 

Oeneral  Appropriation  BUI — Contingent 
penuB  (^thetuo  ffwm  iNffgJtass  qfBoeit 
for  Memhen. 

Ur.  Websteb,  from  the  Committee  of  Han- 
agers  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to 
confer  with  the  Uanagers  of  the  House  of  Bep- 
resentatiyes  on  tbe  subject-matter  of  tiie  dia- 
agreeing  votes  oi  the  two  Houses  on  the  second 
amendment  to  the  appropriation  bill,  made  a 
report  as  follows : 

"  The  managers  ^ipointed  by  the  Senate  to  meet 
the  managers  on  tbe  part  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentativM,  in  conference,  on  the  subject  of  the 
disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  second 
amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  '  An 
act  making  appropriatioxis,  in  port,  for  tbe  support 
of  Government  for  the  year  1884,'  report — 

"  That  they  have  met  tbe  managers  on  the  part 
of  tbe  House  of  Bepreseatatlvcs,  and  hare  held  a 
free  conference  with  them  upon  the  difference  ex- 
Isting  between  the  two  Hooks,  and' have  the  pleas* 
ure  to  inform  the  Senate  that  the  managers  of  the 
two  Houses  have  come  to  an  agreement  upon  the 
matter  in  difFerenoc  They  have  agreed  to  rocom- 
mead  to  their  respective  Houses  the  followiitg 
amendment  to  tbe  bill,  via. : 

"  Strike  out  aU  tbe  bill  from  the  16th  line  of  tii« 
printed  bill,  inelarive,  and  hisert — 

"  And  b€  it  furtJur  enaet«d,  That,  hereafter,  nri- 
ther  the  Senate  nor  Honse  of  Represe^tives  shall 
subscribe  for  or  porcbase  any  book,  unless  an  iq>> 
propriation  shall  be  made  speciaU;  for  that  purpose^ 
and  tbe  sum  of  &ve  thousand  dollars  is  hereby  ap- 
proprlated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the 
treasury  not  otherwise  a^iropriated,  annually,  for 
the  nircbase  Of  botAs  for  the  Idbrary  of  Congress, 
la  additl(ui  to  the  sun  of  five  thooaaDd  doUus  her*- 
UXam  usually  ai^ropriated  tut  that  pntpose. 
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"And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  books  «1- 
ready  parcliued,  or  ordered  bj  either  Bouae,  ahall 
be  (ttid  for  out  of  any  money  io  the  trewary  not 
OlliwwiM  ai^fropiitted.** 

Semotal  <{f  the  D^titt. 

The  Chair  aimonnced  the  {qpecial  order,  being 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on 
tlie  removal  of  the  deposits ;  when 

Ur.  FoBBTTH  sud :  Both  the  relations  of 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  are  olgecUonable, 
In  form  and  Bobstanee.  They  are  oouoriaL  not 
eonective ;  TindbtiTa,  not  lec^slattTew  They 
itrike  at  a  aupposed  of^der— tfa^  offer  no  re- 
dreSB  tor  asserted  isAwrj.  Th^y  are  Justly 
exposed  to  all  the  reprwension  of  the  Senator 
from  Missouri.  The  first  resolution  can  be  de- 
folded  on  but  one  ground — the  right  of  the 
Sraate,  by  the  exprosdon  of  its  opinions,  to 
appeal  to  the  people,  to  oontrol  the  exercise  of 
power  by  the  elective  franchise — a  call  upon  the 
people  to  awaken  from  a  false  security,  and 
rescue  their  endan^red  i)rosperity  from  the 
hands  of  a  corrupt^  improvident,  or  unwise  ad- 
ministration. Oocauons  for  such  expresnons 
ci  opinion  are  of  rare  occmrence.  They  can- 
aot  be  made  with  any  show  of  Jnstifloatimi 
vhfflL  the  legislative  power  oi  Oongress  la  am- 
1^  to  correct  the  esdstiog,  to  avert  the  oonung 
vni  Ib  it  pretended  thiU  the  power  of  Oon- 
gress is  not  ample  to  redress  this  imputed 
.wrong  I  If  the  act  done  is  corrupt  in  the  Ohief 
Hsffl^rate  or  Secretary,  impeach  and  punish— 
if  they  have  acted  unwisely,  but  not  eormpOy, 
legislate  and  control  th^. 

The  deponts  have  been  removed  from  the 
United  States  Bank.  The  Seoreta^  ol  the 
Treasury  has  told  ns  that,  in  the  exercise  of  the 
power  given  to  him  by  the  charter,  be  has  de- 
cided that  time  and  circumstances  required  him 
to  perform  the  act.  The  Premdent  approve* 
tlie  aOL  He  has  iam  more:  he  urged  the  for- 
mer Secretary  of  the  Treaaoiy  to  perf<»iu  it 
In  my  Judgment  the  dl^Kntion  of  the  depoota 
ia  neiwer  the  primary  nor  prdiminary,  but  a 
dependent  question.  Ohanging  the  plaod  of] 
ooUecting  eight  or  nine  mtlHons  of  dollars  can 
be  of  no  great  o(»iseqneuoe  in  its  effects  on  the 
business  or  currency  of  the  coontry.  The  most 
enlightened  of  the  fiieuds  of  the  bank  admit, 
that,  of  itself,  the  order  of  the  Secretatr  has 
not  produced,  or  ought  not  to  have  produced 
serious  embarrassments  in  the  systems  of  credit 
or  exchange.  The  derangement,  the  pressure 
In  the  moneyed  tranaaotions  of  the  commercial 
idties,  proceed  from  the  act  of  the  bank,  which 
■wants  to  aaoertidn  wliat  is  to  be  its  site.  Is 
Ihs  charter  to  exjdre  in  188^  ortobereneiwed } 
Tf  the  ohartw  is  not  be  renewed,  a  oliange  in 
Ihe  i^aoe  of  deponts  was  a  thing  of  oourse,  and 
oertaiuly  there  can  be  no  ground  for  clamorons 
OompUnts  at  the  perfonnanoe  of  an  act  now, 
which  most  be  performed  at  no  distant  day. 

The  time  chosen  for  changing  the  place  of 
the  Government  deposits  has  oeen  a  saMect 
^xeprehendon;  it  was dtnte^  Senators  say,  oat 


sss 


[Smum 

two  montlis  before  Congress  met.  Bad  I  been 
an  adviser  of  the  President,  I  should  have  re- 
commended delay.  I  should  have  said  to  him, 
I  believe  that  the  people  have  dedded  against 
a  bank ;  that  the  m^ority  of  the  repesentativea 
of  the  people,  elected  under  the  new  census, 
bringing  with  them  the  popular  sentiment, 
wiU  record  that  judgment ;  but  I  adrise  yon 
not  to  take  it  for  granted  that  you  understand 
the  opimons  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives. 
It  is  possible  that  the  people  may  have  con- 
tinued yon  in  jdaoe,  and  yetdedre  the  conUn- 
uanoe  of  the  institnticHi ;  wait  until  a  vote  fd 
the  House  of  Bepresentattvea  renders  their  opin- 
ion notamatterof  aigament^bntofnndimuted 
and  in^sputable  fact.  ThePrendent  has  chosen 
to  act  upon  the  strong  presumption  afforded  by 
the  result  of  his  own,  and  of  the  other  popular 
elections.  His  justification  depends  upon  the 
establishment  of  the  fact  presumed.  But  what 
rif^t  have  we  to  complun  t  The  oourse  of  the 
S^te  was  not  misnndo^tood.  Had  it  been, 
would  it  have  been  criminal  in  the  President, 
or  in  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  believe, 
and  to  act  on  the  beli^  that  changes  of  opinion 
regarding  the  bank  had  been  wrought  here 
by  cbangea  in  tlie  State  Oovunmenta!  Oan 
it  be  matter  of  snroositiraiwlut  are  the  wishes 
of  the  State  sovereigntieB?  Do  they  not 
neptmd.  with  the  wishes  of  thdr  respectiTO 
sovereign,  with  the  wishes  of  the  sovereign 
of  the  Umted  States. 

But,  sir,  the  President  is  arraigned  for  the 
ezeniae  of  a  usurped  authority  over  the  pnblio 
treasure.  In  the  language  of  the  Senator  from 
Eentnol^,  he  has  laid  an  uuh allowed  hand 
upon  the  public  purse.  Is  this  fact  or  ground- 
1ms  assumption  1  By  clianging  the  places  of 
ooUeoting  and  depositing  the  revenue,  has  he 
increased  his  power  over  the  money  of 
the  people!  Can  he  now  touch  it  without 
pidlutinghia  hands  V  Oan  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treaiory  use  one  dollar  of  the  public  money 
in  the  State  banks,  more  tluralie  could  befove^ 
when  it  vraa  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
and  its  branches  t  The  same  guaranties  for  tiio 
safety  of  our  treasure  now  exist  that  formerly 
existed.  The  power  of  the  President  is  neithw 
iaoreased  nor  oiminished.  If  corrupt,  the  public 
mcHiey  was  equally  within  his  reach  in  the 
Bank  of  the  Umted  States  as  in  the  State  banks. 
But  gentlemen  assert  that  he  has  assumed  the 
same  power  over  the  purse  that  he  has  over 
the  sword.  True,  sir,  he  has  exercised  the 
same  power  over  the  purse  and  the  sword.  He 
has  rightfolly  the  same  power  over  the  sword 
and  purse.  He  cannot  use,  and  never  has 
used,  either,  without  legialatiTe  authority,  pven 
8co»ding  to  the  provi^ms  of  the  constitution. 
Oan  he  maheath  the  swwd  to  strike  abroad  or 
at  home  t  Can  he  lift  his  band  against  fordgn 
violence  or  domestic  treason  without  our  leave  ? 
So  is  it  with  the  purse:  Le  cannot,  he  dare 
not^  touch  one  miU  without  le^ative  per. 
mimon.  A  suggestion  has  been  made,  Ur. 
-Freiident,  wUehl  heard  with  regret^  that  tlK 
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pablio  money  has  been  plaoed  in  &Torite  par- 
Usan  banks,  where  it  is  likely  to  be  nsed  for 
allpnrposesof  ^>eonlationandpeoaIati(HL  TUs 
means,  I  presnme,  that  the  deposits  being 
changed  to  the  State  banks,  a  new  and  unworthy 
class  of  persons  will  receive  loans  who  ooold 
not  have  obtained  them  frmn  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  This  sweeping  dennnoiation  of 
tiie  respectable  and  irreproachable  directors  of 
all  tiie  State  institotions  txnsted  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasnry,  is  without  the  shadow  of 
fonndation.  For  skill  and  integrity  they  stand 
as  fair  as  the  directors  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  or  any  of  its  branches.  The 
plavse  (tf  "favorite  partisan  banks"  shows 
bow  1^  the  snggestitNik  is.  Of  flie  bonks  now 
fibe  deporftories  of  the  pnUio  money,  the  great 
mass  are  managed  by  persons  detddeoly  opposed 
to  the  administration ;  who,  on  the  question 
oF  re-chartering  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
differ  with  the  Ezecntive;  whose  infloence 
and  whose  votes  were  against  the  present  Chief 
UaglBtrate  at  the  last  election. 

It  is  fhrther  alleged  that  the  terms  of  the 
act  establishing  the  Treasury  Department  prove 
Ibat  the  Secretary  was  not  to  be  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  Executive.  It  is  made  his  duty  "  to 
prepare  and  report  plans  for  the  improvement 
and  management  of  the  public  revenue,  and 
for  the  support  of  public  credit,"  and  "  to  report 
to  «flier  Hooae  oiF  Congress  imon  any  sul^eot 
referred  to  hinif"  Ac.  The  Secretary  bung 
bound  to  report  to  Congress,  and  not  to  the 
Executive,  it  is  gravely  urged  that  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  Secretary  must  be  to  Congress 
and  not  to  the  Executive.  These  clauses  in  the 
act  of  1789  were  not  admitted  without  dispute 
end  animadversion.  The  construction  now  put 
upon  them  would  be  truly  surprising  to  the 
disputants  of  that  day.  Then  it  was  urged  by 
the  objectors  to  the  introduction  of  them, 
that  it  gave  power  to  the  Secretary  over  Con- 
gress ;  not  power  to  CoDgress  over  the  Secre- 
tary. [See  Marshall's  Life  of  Washington- 
pages  200  to  SOS.]  They  were  defmded  and 
retained  on  the  ^ple  ground  that  they  were 
intended  merely  to  procure,  direotiy  and  oon- 
Tenientiy,  information  in  detail  from  the  best 
and  most  practical  source.  No  one  m^utained 
or  imagined  that  any  change  in  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  Seoretaiy  was  to  result  from  them. 
Gentlemen  seem  to  be  entirely  unoooscious  of 
tiie  effect  of  their  hypothesis.  If  they  are  right, 
the  responsibility  of  a  Secretary  of  tiie  Treasury 
for  a  wise  administration  of  his  Department, 
in  nominal — it  has  no  sanction.  According  to 
true  theory,  all  the  Exeoutive  officers  of  Gov- 
ernment are  respmirible  for  the  purity  and 
insd(»n  ctfthdr  conduct  in  the  execution  <tf  the 
duties  devolved  upon  them :  to  the  X^eeatiire 
and  to  Congress  for  tlieir  purity— to  tJlie  Execu- 
tive alone  for  their  wisdom.  The  hypothesis  of 
Senators  does  not  touch  the  respounbUity  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  through  an  im- 
peachment; but  in  this  he  is  in  no  respect 
different  from  the  other  Heads  of  Deportmoita 
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— ^it  destroys  ell  responribility  for  the  wisdom 
(tf  his  acta.  He  repents  to  Coyness,  and  prorea 
bis  foSly  of  improvidence,  nliat  remedy  bos 
Congress  to  apply  ?  It  can  apply  none.  The 
two  branches  of  the  le^ature  may  indeed 
decide  that  the  removal  of  the  officer  would  be 
proper.  But  this  act  must  he  performed  by  the  | 
Executive.  We  have  here  then  a  nominal  | 
responsibility  to  Congress,  r(»tin^  for  its  efficacy 
on  the  only  constitutional  sanction,  the  Execu- 
tive power  of  removal. 

The  Preffldent  of  the  United  Statra  and  tho 
late  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  seem,  sir,  to 
have  well  understood  tb«r  re^tective  powers 
and  obligatifma.  When  iko  question  of  the 
removal  of  tlie  depodts  was  fint  a^tated,  Ht, 
Dnane,  wit^i  the  frankness  and  finnness  entitled 
to  pnblio  respect,  opposed  the  measure — it  was 
one  he  could  not  sanction,  but  if  resolved  upon 
by  the  President,  he  would,  give  wajr  for 
another,  who,  coinciding  with  uie  President, 
could  act  without  scruple  or  hesitation.  After 
thorough  investigation  of  the  various  arguments 
snhmitted  to  him,  the  President  made  his  deci- 
sion ;  and  then,  unfortunately,  Mr.  Duane  de- 
clined folfilltng  his  voluntary  engagement. 
The  cauBe  asdgned  was  still  more  unfortunate. 
He  conceived  that  he  was  luBulted.  This  did 
not  absolve  him  from  bis  engagement ;  indeed 
it  should  have  fbralsbed  a  new  motive  for  with- 
drawing. If  treated  couHeonsly,  his  resignation 
should  nave  been  tendered  out  of  reapect  to 
the  Premdent ;  if  rudely,  be  should  have  thrown 
back  upon  the  President  his  commission  from 
respect  to  himself.  Honwable  Senators  cen- 
sure without  measure  the  '^per  read  to  the  Cab- 
inet by  the  President.  The  exercise  of  ordi- 
nary (jiarity  would  place  the  subject  in  a  very 
different  light  from  that  thrown  upon  it  here. 
Is  it  not  apparent  from  the  document  itself^ 
recollecting  the  preceding  and  attendant  cir*- 
cnmstancea,  that  the  sole  object  of  the  President 
was  to  shidd  Mr.  Duane  from  the  responsibility 
of  the  act  which  he  seemed  to  dread.  The 
Preddokt  dedred  to  take  the  whole^  to  reconcile 
bia  Beovtary  to  the  course  resdired  on.  En- 
tertaining a  conscientious  conviction  that  the 
course  was  franght  with  injurious  consequences 
to  the  public,  me  Secretwy  would  have  been 
fEdthlees  had  he  accepted  the  c^ered  dielter. 
He  was  only  wrong  in  shiAiog  the  ground 
u^n  which  he  stood.  No  honest  Secretary 
will  ever  put  his  hand  to  a  work  which,  in  his 
judgment,  will  bring  ruin  or  distress  upon  his 
country.  No  public  officer  is  bound  to  suffer 
even .  uncourteous  treatment  from  the  Chief 
Magistrate ;  the  only  honorable  step,  in  either 
case,  is  redgnation  of  office,  and  submission  of  Ms 
conduct  to  the  judgment  of  that  great  tribunal, 
pablio  opinion,  to  which  all  must  yield  a  cheer- 
nil  or  forced  obedience.  V  littie  charity  has 
been  shown  to  the  Freddent,  by  what  term 
shall  I  describe  the  treatment  of  the  present 
Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury,  distinguished  through 
a  long  lifo  as  a  politidan  and  as  a  man  by  hia 
urbaai^,  and  courtesy,  and  virtae.  To  call  it 
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liarsh  would  not  convey  an  adequate  idea  of  its 
extreme  ii^ostice.  Jji  officer,  who,  prerioos 
to  appointment  to  the  Treasary  Depart- 
ment, had  nrged  np<ni  the  Preridoit,  by  fiuit 
and  ai^nmen^  the  proprietr  of  a  remoral  of 
the  deporita,  is  accused  of  being  made  the 
nipple  tool  ot  the  Hzeen^Te  for  the  perform- 
ance of  that  act;  is  represented  as  standin^f 
by,  the  cold  spectator  or  the  strokes  of  his 
colleague  in  the  contest,  between  his  oonsctenoe 
and  his  attachment  to  the  Chief  Uagistrata ; 
as  witnessing  the  contemptaoos  expumon  of 
tlmt  coUeagne  from  ofBce,  and  then  coolly  enter- 
ing the  vacant  place  wiUiont  sympathy  or  tlte 
BEoiallest  emotion  for  the  man  who  preferred 
the  loss  of  honors  and  emolomoita  to  a  betrayal 
of  the  interests  of  the  peopte.  The  imient 
Seoretary  left  a  place  of  honor  for  another  not 
more  honorable,  a  place  of  great  re^nsibility 
tor  one  of  neater  reepmulbility,  a  place  uniting 
honor  and  profit,  which  the  condition  of  a 
large  family  impelled  him  to  re^ird,  for  an 
honorable  place,  the  profits  of  which  are  in- 
sufficient to  defray  his  necessarily  increased 
expenditoreeu  These  circumstances  alone  should 
protect  him  from  the  slightest  censnre,  but  he 
stood  committed  to  the  President  by  his  pre- 
Tionsly  ^ven  advice,  and  when  called  upon  to 
perform  a  task  he  had  uived  upon  his  oolleagne. 
he  could  not  without  di^onor,  have  disobeyed 
the  call.  He  stood  pledged  to  tiie  Chief  Mag- 
istrate and  to  the  oonnbr,  and  he  has  not 
ahmnk  from  his  ^tf.  He  alndes  with  nn- 
shaken  confidence  in  the  Jostioe  of  his  ooontoy, 
for  all  the  conseqaenoes  of  the  act  he  recom- 
mended to  another  and  performed  himselfl 
And  how  is  he  represented  here  by  the  Senators 
from  Kentucky  QSr.  Clat),  and  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  CalhodnX  as  claiming  all  power  to  him- 
tell,  and  denying  all  power  to  Congress,  as 
claiming  to  himself  and  the  Executive  an  au- 
thoritative control  over  the  whole  treasure  of 
the  nation,  and  denying  the  right  of  Congress 
to  interfere.  This  is  a  torrible  positiou  to  an 
officer  wh<Me  daUes  are  prescribed  by  Congress, 
who  is  now  dependent  upon  one  Inranoh  of  Con- 
gress for  his  continuance  in  an  office  whieh  he  is 
accused  of  having  earned  regardless  of  the  feel- 
ings and  honors  of  a  coUeagae,  by  base  subser- 
Tienoy  to  the  mandates  of  a  mtUess  master. 

Let  us  examine  if  in  fact  the  Secretary  ol^ms 
this  extenfflve,  exclnsive  power.  Hie  Secretary 
holds  that  the  charter  of  the  bank  is  a  contract 
between  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
and  the  stockholders — ^is  this  denied?  The 
Secretary  holds  that  by  that  contract  the  power 
to  remove  the  deports  is  expressly  given  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  to  him 
alone.  Is  this  denied?  In  the  execution  of 
that  contract,  the  Seeretaiy  holds  that  he  must 
be  the  agent  to  ezerelBe  that  power,  and  that 
it  cannot  be  exercised  by  any  other  agent 
without  a  violation  of  the  oblijn^on  (tf  the 
Government.  Is  this  denied  ?  The  Secretary 
holds  that  the  removal  of  the  deposits  by 
himself  is  in  conformity  with  the  contract,  and 


prostrates  the  only  obstacle  to  the  exertion  of 
the  power  of  Congress  over  the  whole  subject 
and  all  the  interests  connected  with  it.  So  br 
from  claiming,  therefbre^  power  to  the  pr^ndioe 
of  Congress ;  so  far  from  denying  or  attempt- 
ing to  resist  their  authority,  he  has  loosened  the 
bonds  imposed  by  Congress  upon  thor  own 
hands.  Supposing  him  to  have  been  mistaken 
in  his  oonstrnction  of  the  charter  of  the  bai^ 
admitting  that  Congress  had  the  same  power 
as  the  Secretary,  or  unlimited  power  over  the 
deposits,  there  is  now  no  pretext  for  accnnng  the 
Seoretaiy  of  the  Treasury  of  setting  up  cudma 
to  an  aiUhority  above  the  power  of  Congress. 


TuESDAT,  February  4. 
Eemotoi  ^  th«  DtpotiU  —  Motion  to  rtf<er 
Mr.  Tamy'a  Etp&rt  and  Mr.  Clay'*  tteond 
Smhttim  to  tlu  ObamittM  on  Finaiue. 
The  Yiox  Pbisidxst  announced  the  Special 
Order,  b^g  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  on  the  removal  of  the  deposits. 

Mr.  Wkbstib  moved  to  refer  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  second 
resolntion  offered  by  the  Senator  from  EcatodEy, 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

In  proposing  this  motion,  Mr.  Wkbstbb  said 
that  the  intenaon  was  to  give  the  committee  an 
opportouity  to  make  a  report  on  the  financial 
part  of  the  subject,  and  promised  that  the  re- 
port shrald  be  btoog^t  in  to>*mQrTDW  as  sotHi  as 
the  Senate  were  in  aeauon. 

Some  discusrion  took  place  on  the  ptnnt  of 
order,  whether  this  reference  would  not  take  the 
subject  from  before  the  Senate,  and  thns  arrest 
the  pending  discussion ;  in  which  Mr.  Wrbsibb, 
Mr.  CLA.T,  Mr.  FonmaxmB,  and  Mr.  Spbaqct, 
took  the  negative  of  the  question,and  Mr.  Wimrax 
and  Mr.  Kma  took  the  affirmative  view. 
The  motion  was  then  agreed  ta 


Wbdsbbdat,  Febroaty  6. 
Meport  on  eA«  SoomoI  ^  iho  DqpotUo. 

Ifr.WEBSTBB,  from  the  Oommittee  on  nnancc^ 
to  whom  were  referred  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  tm  the  removal  of  the 
deposits,  and  the  second  of  the  resoluti<nu 
offered  by  the  Senator  from  Kentocky,  made  a 
report,  the  reading  of  which  being  called  for, 

Mr.  Wkbstxb  road  the  report,  which  occupied 
about  an  hour  and  a  quarter,  and  condnded 
with  recommrading  the  adoption  of  the  second 
rwdution  introdaoed  by  Mr.  Cut. 

Mr.  WxBSTan  moved  that  the  leport  of  the 
committee  be  printed,  and  that  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  resolu- 
tion which  had  been  before  the  committee, 
witii  the  other  resdution  of  the  Senator  fnnn 
Kentucky,  be  made  the  spedol  order  fin  to-day. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Chambebs  moved  that  6,000  addttimul 
comes  of  the  report  be  printed. 

The  motion  to  print  6,000  extra  copies  was 
dedded  in  the  affirmative— i^es  27. 


Semovid  ^  tie  DeponU. 
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Thubbdat,  Febrnary  6. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  ooudderation  (tf 
tiie  ^edal  Oraer,  being 

7%6  Bemoval  qf  the  Jk^potitt. 

Hr.  WtLEiNS  said  before  he  proceeded  to 
those  reeolaticKts  he  would  again  deprecate  the 
degree  of  warmth  which  had  been  duphiyed  tn 
oonneotioa  with  the  sabject.  On  each  ride 
tragio  piotores  had  bem  wawn  of  the  state  of 
tbe  country.  They  had  been  UAA  that  th^ 
were  in  the  midst  of  a  Terolnticm—that  fbe 
oonstltation  was  lying  prosbvte  aud  bleeding 
b^Ebre  them — that  the  nshte  of  the  people  had 
been  trampled  on,  and  that,  though  blood  had 
not  yet  been  drawn,  a  civil  war  was  fast  ap- 
proaching. They  were  told  that  the  ^oom  of 
'76  and  '77  was  hovering  oyer  them.  la.  the 
foregronnd  of  the  picture  was  depicted  an  am- 
bitions President,  grasping  at  despotic  power, 
said  fast  asoending  to  the  de^otio  throne,  with 
tiie  purse  in  one  hand  and  the  sword  in  the 
other,  a  public  robber  of  the  rights  and  treasure 
of  the  TMople.  All  tills  was  in  the  finregronnd 
ofthepiotare:  while  in  the  baok^;roand,ont<tf 
rights  were  to  be  found  the  real  pnna^>leB  of  the 
cmestion.  If  gentlemen  Judged  of  political  by 
phyncal  phenomena,  there  might  be  some  reason 
to  suppose  that  the  evils  spoken  of  would  come 
upon  them.  If  it  were  tnie  that  a  political 
storm  was  always  preceded  by  a  calm,  gentiemen 
were  right  in  uie  views  they  took  of  this  sub- 
ject. Until  the  present  debate  commenced,  long 
after  the  removal  of  the  depoeita,  there  was  an 
entire  calm.  The  confidence  in  government  was 
unparalleled.  If  any  change  took  place  in  that 
confidence  it  was  only  known  by  its  increase. 

A  revolution  "yet  bloodless  I"  What  did  the 
honoraUe  Senator  from  New  Jersey  meant  He 
(Mr.  v.)  would  leave  It  to  be  settled  by  the 
peoj[^  He  only  wished  to  say  that  the  picture 
which  had  been  drawn  was  too  hi^^y  colored. 
He  thought  that  what  had  been  said  was  un- 
called for  by  any  publio  act  of  the  Governments 
When  this  subject  wss  examined,  and  the  very 
worst  made  of  It,  what  did  it  amount  tot 
Simply  that  no  emergency  had  occurred  In  the 
country  to  justify  the  removsl  of  the  depoeits. 
Ti^  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
and  every  thing  which  had  been  said  and  done 
upon  the  subject,  and  wtiat  did  it  amount  to  t 
That  the  Secretaiy  had  tiie  power  of  removing 
the  publio  money,  but  that  his  act  was  not 
Justified  by  esmedieney.  The  law  was  with 
the  Secretary^  out  he  had  not  be«i  goramed 
by  e:q>edieney.  A  mere  mistake  as  to  the 
extMit  the  emergency.  And  out  <tf  tUs 
simple  fact  had  grown  all  the  alarms  whic^ 
had  been  spread  through  the  country.  Soiators 
had  assenibled  in  peace  and  quietness.  The 
Ist  of  December,  1883,  came  round  without 
any  complaint — without  even  a  whisper  from 
the  people.  Let  them  look  back.  Where  did 
the  panic  come  frtmi!  On  what  day  did  it  first 


make  its  appearance!  On  the  day  that  the 
Senator  ^m  Kentucky  made  his  address  to  the 
Senate.  That  voice,  to  which  no  man  could 
listen  without  delist,  was  followed  by  this 
distress.  He  (Mr.  W.)  had  travelled  through 
his  own  State,  and  could  say,  tiiat  if  the  removal 
of  the  deposits  had  there  ^eoted  any  change, 
it  was  in  favor  of  the  man  who  made  the  re- 
moval He  (Mr.  W.)  had  been  going  on,  when 
he  was  interrupted,  to  say  that  he  could  have 
wished  that  a  difiiereait  course  hod  bean  adopted 
by  the  bank  He  oould  hare  wished  ttiat  it  had 
reaamed  with  the  administration  and  Otmgress, 
and  suspended,  until  the  result  was  known,  the 
oppressive  measures  which  it  had  pursued.  The 
bank,  however,  had  thought  proper  to  act  dif- 
ferently. Although  it  was  ssid  to  be  the  agent 
of  Oongress,  it  had  never  had  one  word  with 
Ooneress.  It  had  made  war  upon  its  prindpaL 
and  nad  also  waged  war  upon  an  innocent  and 
unoffending  community.  Liberality  or  restiio- 
tion  was  in  its  power,  and  it  chose  the  latter. 
He  (Mr.  W.)  only  asked  that  the  bank  would 
allow  Oongress  the  power  of  arresting  it  in  the 
partieular  course  which  it  had  adopted.  A 
different  course  would  have  been  prudent,  both 
as  it  related  to  the  country  and  to  the  stock- 
holders. 

He  would  say  one  word  on  the  subject  of  the 
nnion  of  the  purse  and  the  sword  in  the  person 
of  the  President.  There  could  be  no  such  tiling 
as  a  union  of  the  purse  and  the  sword  as  long 
as  tiie  ocmstitution  should  exist,  as  long  as  the 
people  remsaned  free  and  enlightened.  If  it 
were  intended  to  corrupt  the  people — ^if  corrup- 
tion were  to  take  hold  of  the  people,  such  as 
the  conduct  of  the  bank  pointed  out,  then, 
indeed,  a  union  of  the  purse  and  the  sword 
mig^t  be  tidked  of.  What  was  the  power  of 
the  sword,  which  was  so  much  spoken  oft  The 
"BtvAAealL  was  indeed,  by  the  constitution,  the 
conmiander-ln-ohief  rathe  militia  of  theoonntry. 
But  what  was  that  more  than  a  nominal  power  8 
What  oould  he  do  t  He  could  not  raise  men ; 
he  oould  not  dotbe  them ;  he  could  notpay 
them ;  he  could  not  appoint  a  sin^^e  officer 
without  the  consent  of  Congress.  It  was  Oon- 
gress  that  did  all  this,  and  not  the  Executive. 
Even  the  very  subsistence  of  the  President  him- 
self depended  upon  the  will  of  Congress.  The 
Preddent  could  not  make  war  or  peace ;  those 
acts  must  also  emanate  from  Oongress ;  and  if 
the  President  overstepped  his  powers,  he  was 
liable  to  be  impeached,  to  l>e  tried  by  the 
Senate,  and  to  be  burled  from  his  office.  With 
regard  to  the  presoit  action  of  the  Executive, 
in  removing  the  deposits,  what  power  has  the 
FreddcQt  assumed  ?  Li  his  oabmet  paper  ctf 
February,  1888,  he  cast  from  him  all  idea  of 
tiniting  the  purse  and  the  Executive  powers; 
he  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  deports, 
but  for  strong  facts  respecting  the  conduct  of 
the  bank,  which  had  recently  come  out.  What 
did  this  prove  t  It  proved  that  he  had  cast 
awqr  from  him  the  publio  purse,  and  that  he 
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disclaimed  all  idea  of  union  between  It  and  the 
Bword. 

Hr.  President,  I  vDl  now  take  ttp  the  two 
reflolnUons  of  the  Senator  from  Kentacky,  and 
proceed  to  examine  them.  The  first  resuntion 
mvolvea  the  qneation  of  political  power;  bnt  it 
charges  iio  cormption  on  the  PresideDt;  it 
relates  to  his  pecollar  views  as  to  Sxecntive 
doties,  and  a  power  sapposed  to  be  assnmed  by 
him,  which  is  not  aathorized  by  .the  constitu- 
tion and  laws  of  the  conutry,  and  the  removal 
of  one  man  irom  office  on  account  of  his  opinions. 
If  even  cormption  conld  be  proved,  it  would 
not  restore  the  former  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, who  is  now  precluded  by  his  successor. 
I  took  it  that  the  right  of  removal  was  admitted ; 
that  the  Senate  were  inclined  to  acquiesce  in 
universal  usage;  the  Bmate  may*  with  pro- 
priety, acqaiesce  in  the  right  to  remove,  woen, 
almost  every  day,  they  are  confirming  or  reject- 
ing nominations  made  by  the  President,  to  fill 
the  places  of  those  officers  that  have  been  so 
removed.  The  resolutdnn  itself  admits  the  right 
of  removal  in  tbe  President,  and  it  charges  him 
with  assuming  a  right  over  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States.  Why,  then,  do  wepersevere  in 
contradicting  these  authorities  ?  why  have  our 
argnments  gone  on  denying  the  right  of  remov- 
al? Sir,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know.  This  resolu- 
tion consists  of  two  parts ;  one  relates  to  the 
removal,  and  the  other  to  a  restoration.  But 
the  restoration  of  the  late  Secretary  is  wholly 
out  of  the  qoestion.  No  one  can  look  at  his 
oondnot  and  opinions,  bnt  he  would  justify  the 
President  ftt>m  personal  considerations,  without 
reference  to  the  public  measure.  The  Secretary 
oame  into  offi<»,  holding  towards  the  President 
unjost  and  unjustifiable  sentiments :  tliat  Gen- 
eral  Jackson  was  the  most  unfit  man  in  the 
country  fbr  our  Chief  Magistrate ;  that  he  was 
the  victim  of  passion  and  arbitrary  feeling ;  that 
he  was  guided,  not  by  his  own  judgment,  bnt 
by  a  secret  cabal ;  that  he  never  carried  out 
and  never  intended  to  carry  out,  any  political 
<^inion  which  he  had  professed.  If  all  tiua 
vos  80,  how  was  it  possible  to  get  along  with 
such  a  Secretaiy,  wlio  was  his  adviser  and 
counsellor,  appomted  to  aid  him,  and  at  the 
Bsme  time  had  snch  secret  opinions,  and  had 
no  confidence  in  the  man,  or  in  his  political 
opinions,  and  deemed  them  subject  to  corrup- 
tion ;  how  was  it  possible  for  them  to  pnli  to- 
getiier  ?  But  this  is  not  all :  the  Secretary  tells 
the  President  that  the  measure  was  insisted  on, 
not  from  public  oonsiderations,  bnt  from  vindic- 
tive and  arbitrary  motives ;  from  no  good  prin- 
dple;  bnt  from  a  vile,  vindictive,  and  arbitrary 
feeling.  These,  sir,  are  his  very  epithets.  Sir, 
how  was  it  possible  to  get  along }  How  was  it 
possible  for  the  President  to  proceed  with  a 
Secretary  who^  from  his  fbdings  and  smtiments, 
could  not  co-operate  with  him  9  Bat  even  this 
is  not  all ;  when  ^ngs  became  serious  between 
the  President  and  Sewetary,  the  latter  promised 
to  resign,  bat  he  afterwaras  refkised,  for  two 
reasons:  because  he  had  made  a  promise  which 
You  XIL—n 


he  never  expected  to  be  called  upon  to  fulfil, 
and  in  the  second  place,  he  determined  to 
remain  in  office,  that  he  might  fix  on  the  Preei- 
dent  the  charge  of  inturfbring  with  an  officer 
of  Congress ;  and  he  retained  his  office  against 
the  wispes  of  the  Prerident,  for  no  other  ol^eofe 
bnt  for  fixing  this  charge  upon  him.  Sir,  he 
ought  to  have  been  removed  the  very  next 
moment ;  he  was  in  the  Cabinet,  and  the  Presi- 
dent was  right  in  removing  him.  His  office  was 
retmned  in  violation  of  his  promise,  and  with 
the  purpose  of  overthrowing  the  President. 

The  third  section  of  the  second  article  of  the 
constitution  provided  that  the  Frerident  should 
take  care  that  the  laws  were  properly  executed. 
In  reference  to  the  ezecntion  of  the  civil  law, 
indeed,  the  constitution  was  silent.  What  then 
was  the  meaning  of  the  conatitntional  iqjnno- 
tiont  What  was  meant  l^  the  word  care! 
Surely  the  power  was  not  suspended  nntil  some 
open  rebellion  had  broken  out  a^dnst  the  con- 
stitution. Surely  this  power  was  never  absent. 
Sorely  in  all  cases  it  was  a  part  of  his  duty  to 
attend  to  the  revenue  and  to  the  finances.  Had 
he  not  a  right  to  call  upon  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  inquire  how  the  collecting  officers 
were  doing  their  duty  ?  This  general  care  was 
indispensable,  and  connected  with  the  oath  of 
his  own  office  to  defend,  protect,  and  watch 
over  the  constitution.  [Mr.  W.  here  referred, 
for  corroboration,  to  Rentes  Commentaries.] 

In  the  exercise  of  the  anthority  which  tSia 
President  assumed,  he  interfered  with  no  l^s- 
lative  action.  The  laws  had  passed  from  under 
the  hands  of  the  legislature  and  became  his  care. 
The  law  had  given  power  to  the  Secretary  to 
remove  the  depouts,  but  was  silent  as  to  the 
time  and  manner.  And  was  it  not  the  duty  of 
the  President  to  take  care  and  watch  for  the  fit 
time,  and  when  he  saw  it,  suggest  it  to  the 
Secretary  ? 

Suppose  the  second  resolution  of  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Kentucky  ordered  a  restora- 
tion of  the  deposits,  and,  after  the  resolution 
bad  been  adopted  by  Congress,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  refused  to  comply  with  the 
requisition,  what  was  to  be  done  with  him  9 
He  might  be  Impeached ;  bnt  would  it  be  wise 
to  w^t  the  resmt  of  the  trial  ?  The  country 
would  say,  remove  this  refractory  officer.  Sop- 
pose  it  had  been  the  universal  opinion  that  the 
deposits  ought  to  have  been  removed,  and  that 
universal  censure  would  otherwise  attend  the 
administration  had  it  refbsed  to  remove  them 
according  to  the  general  wish,  would  it  be  justi- 
fiable to  remove  him  ?  Take  the  Post  Office, 
for  instance ;  had  not  all  the  Presidents  walked 
into  that  Department,  and  a^ed  how  the  Post- 
master exercised  the  power  of  appointment  t 
And  was  it  not  well  mown  that  a  Postmaster 
was  remond  because  he  had  appointed  a  Post< 
master  in  one  of  our  large  cities  !  The  Fred- 
dent  was  justified,  morally  and  politically  speak- 
ing, in  removing  officers  and  in  appomting 
them.  Mr,  Taney  was  not  appointed  by  tiw 
Freddent  because  of  lua  pliabUi^  of  <^inion. 
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To  the  high  perBonal  and  political  obaract^  of 
Kr.  Taney,  tnere  could  be  no  objections.  Bat 
it  was  well  known  that  &  oonviotion  of  the 
neceaaity  of  the  removal  of  the  depoeits  was  no 
mddea  opinion  of  Mr.  Ttn^y'a,  adopted  1^  him 
for  the  purpose  of  oht^nitq;  the  ritoation  which 
he  now  holds.  As  early  as  March  last,  he 
stated  his  opinion  that  the  deports  ought  to  be 
removed,  in  order  to  give  uie  bank  time  to 
wind  ap  its  concerns,  la  looking  aroond,  the 
President  had  a  right  to  select  an  officer  who 
would  honestly  and  conscientionslj  discharge 
his  doty.  It  was  perfectly  right  in  the  Presi- 
dent to  select  a  man  who  coincided  in  opinion 
with  himself.  That  was  no  assnmption  of  power 
on  the  part  of  the  President,  which  did  not 
belong  to  him ;  and  he  (Mr.  W.)  wonld  like  to 
know  when  an  offioer  was  sdeoted  by  the  Presi- 
dent, except  on  acoonnt  <ai  his  poUtiMl  opinkms. 
The  selecnon,  then,  was  no  endenoe  of  eormp- 
tion  on  the  part  <ff  the  sdeotor  or  m  1^  put 
(tf  the  person  setected. 


MoxoAT,  Febraoiy  10. 
Distrem  MemoridU. 
pCr.  SoDTHARD  presented  the  proceedings  of  two 
arge  meetings  in  the  counties  of  UorHs  and  Bur- 
lington, compUining  of  the  distress  and  slam  occs- 
sioned  by  the  remoral  of  the  deports,  and  praying 
their  restoration,  and  spoke  at  laige  In  support  of 
th^Ql^t.] 


TuuDAT,  Febraary  11. 
Publie  mtrm. 

Mr.  McEeah  presented  the  memorial  of  a 
meeting  of  the  citizens  of  the  city  and  county 
of  Philadelphia,  (brought  on  by  a  committee  of 
geQClemen«ppointed  by  the  meeting,)  oomplain- 
ing  of  their  great  pecomiary  embarrassments, 
and  the  disordered  state  of  the  currency  of  the 
counb-y,  which  they  attribute  to  the  removal 
of  the  public  deposits  from  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  praying  for  their  immediate 
restoration  to  that  mstltudou. 

Mr.  MoE.,  on  presenting  the  memorial,  said, 
that  a  committee  composra  of  gentlemen  of  the 
first  respectability  and  intelligence,  from  Phila- 
delphia, now  in  attendance  at  the  seat  of  G«v- 
ernmetit,  had  a  few  moments  since  charged 
him  with  a  memorial  to  he  presented  to  the 
Senate,  dgned  by  more  than  ton  thousand  citi- 
sens  of  that  vicing,  dee)dy  oompl^ning  of  pe- 
cuniary distress  and  derangement  (tf  the  cur- 
rency, which  they  attributed  to  the  recent  re- 
moval of  the  public  deports  from  tiie  Bank  of 
tiie  United  States,  and  praying  Congress  to  in- 
terfere for  tlieir  relief,  I  have,  said  Mr.  MoK., 
been  honored  with  an  interview  from  a  portion 
of  this  committee,  and  have  listened  to  their 
statements;  and  however  I. may  differ  from 
them  as  to  the  true  cause  of  present  embami8»> 


[FxSBUAtIT,  18IM. 

meats,  and  the  propwmodeof  redress,  I  can  no 
longer  doubt  the  reality  and  extent  of  Buffering 
in  that  quarter.  Mr.  MoK.  then  moved  that 
^  memorial,  together  with  a  letter  which  he 
had  received  from  the  committee,  be  read  by 
the  Secretary,  and  that  both  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  and  printed. 
'  Mr.  Clat  hoped  the  motion  of  tiie  geatie- 
man  from  Penn^lvania  comprehended  not  only 
the  printing  of  the  memorial  together  witii  the 
letter  of  the  committee,  but  the  names  of  the 
memorialists. 

Mr.  McKban  replied  that  he  had  not  intend- 
ed to  move  for  the  printing  of  the  names,  but 
he  would  accept  the  su^^estion  of  the  gentie- 
man  fmn  Kentucky,  as  a  modification  t£  hb 
motim. 

DUtTMlfmeriaL 

Mr.  Mahoum  presented  the  resolutions  and 
proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  a  large  and  re- 
spectable body  of  the  citizens  of  the  county  of 
Burke,  in  the  State  of  North  Oarolina,  on  the 
subject  of  the  pecuniary  embarrassments  aud 
deranged  state  of  tbe  currency  of  the  country, 
which  they  attribute  to  the  removal  of  the 
public  deposits  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  praying  for  some  mode  of  relief  and 
recommending  the  imme^ate  restoration  cn  the 
deposits  to  that  institntiion. 

It  was  perhaps  proper,  Mr.  M.  Bud^  on  pre- 
senting these  proceedings  and  resolutions,  to 
apprise  the  Senate  that  they  spoke  tiie  voice 
of  the  immediate  friends  of  the  Chief  Magistrate 
of  tbe  United  States.  In  no  part  of  ttie  sonthern 
conntry  was  the  phalanx  which  gave  so  strong 
an  impulse  to  the  popularity  of  the  Exeoative, 
so  unbroken,  or  so  firm  in  its  attachment,  as 
was  to  be  found  in  the  district  from  whence 
these  proceedings  came;  and  yet  he  learned 
that  in  that  country  the  sense  of  its  population 
was  universal  in  condemnation  of  those  meas- 
ures which  had  called  forth  tbe  sense  of  tbe 
meeting.  It  was  stated  in  these  resolutions, 
that  the  money  of  the  United  States  Bank  was 
entirely  driven  out  of  circulation  in  that  sec- 
tion of  the  conntry,  either  in  consequence  of  its 
being  hoarded  by  tiiose  who,  having  no  imme- 
diate use  for  it,  deemed  it  the  safbst  money  to 
keep,  or  by  being  absorbed  for  pnrposee  of  ex- 
change, while  tliat  whole  country  was  fiooded 
with  the  trash  of  this  district :  even  the  small- 
est debts  could  not  be  pud  but  in  coin.  Sir, 
(siud  Mr.  M.,)  these  resolutions  speak  the  grave, 
calm,  and  deliberate  tone  of  the  best  frieods  of 
the  Executive,  who  emphatically  say  tiiat  they 
cannot  submit  to  be  mined,  to  gratify  the 
whims  or  caprices  of  any  man. 

Mr.  BaowN,  of  North  Carolina,  rose  and  s^d, 
that,  although  he  had  not  been  apprised,  but  a 
few  minutes  before,  that  this  preamble  and  res- 
olutions were  to  be  presented  to  the  Senate,  he 
felt  it  to  be  his  imperative  duty,  as  one  of  the 
Representatives  of  the  State  of  Kortli  Oarolina 
on  tliis  fl«K}r,  in  consequence  of  the  tone  of  this 
preamble  and  these  resolntion^  aud  of  liie  re- 
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nuu-ks  of  hia  ocUeagne,  to  take  tiie  present  oc- 
casion to  explain  some  of  his  views  in  reference 
to  this  Bubject.  He  was  one  nf  those  who,  in 
hia  representative  capacity,  felt  every  diiipoBi- 
tiott  to  respect  pohlio  opinion,  whenever  that 
opinion  cotud  be  properly  ascertuned.  When- 
ever he  should  be  bronght  to  feel  a  settled  con- 
-viction  that  Uie  opinion  of  the  people  of  North 
Garolins  was  in  opposition  to  the  coarse  which 
he  had  felt  it  to  be  his  doty  to  take  on  ^reat 
political  measures,  and  whenever  that  opinion 
should  be  fairly  presented  to  him,  he  would  be 
either  prepared  to  obey  it,  or  to  retinauish  the 
seat  which  he  had  the  honor  to  hola  on  tiiis 
floor.  If  he  did  not  adopt  one  of  these  alter- 
natives, he  should  oonsder  tiiat  he  was  acting 
in  wpo^tion  to  the  sacred  principles  of  onr  re- 
pnbnoao  institntiona,  and  following  the  practice 
of  those  who,  while  they  were  issuing  denun- 
ciations of  Executive  usurpations  of  power, 
irere  themselves  acting  in  opporition  to  the  ex- 
pression of  opinion  of  their  own  constltDeots ; 
and  were  thus  violating  the  great  principles  of 
republican  Qovemment.  Bat  he  could  not  con- 
sent to  take  the  opinion  of  these  petitioners, 
respectable  as  he  admitted  tbem  to  be,  as  the 
sense  of  the  people  of  North  Carolina,  It  was 
trne  that  some  ol  the  signers  of  this  paper  had 
been  snppMters  of  the  present  Executive,  but  it 
was  equally  trne  that  others  of  than  were  his 
decidod  opwmei^  From  the  tone  of  the  reso- 
Intiona,  ana  the  character  ot  the  newspapers 
selected  for  th^r  publication,  he  inferred,  in- 
deed, tiiat  the  greater  number  had  been  always 
in  oppo^tion  to  General  Jackson.  In  regard 
to  the  great  qnestion  which  was  agitating  tiie 
country  from  one  end  of  it  to  the  other,  his 
own  opinion  had  been  firmly  and  deliberately 
made  np.  From  a  view  of  all  the  circumstances 
he  was  satisfied  that  the  agitation  and  embar- 
rassment which  prevailed  resolted  from  the 
conduct  of  the  bank  itself,  and  the  condnct  of 
that  political  party,  the  existence  of  which 
seemed  to  depoid  on  that  of  the  bank. 


"WmneDxr,  Febraary  IS. 
Jkath     Mr.  Bouldin. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives,  announcing  the  death  of  the 
Honorable  TaouAs  Ttlbb  Bouldiit,  late  a  Rep- 
resentative from  the  State  of  Virginia — and  tliat 
his  funeral  would  take  place  to-morrow  at  half- 
past  11  oVlock. 

Mr.  RivBs  rose  and  said — 

Mr.  President:  The  Senate  were  yesterday 
ipprised  by  the  Senator  from  Sontii  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Pbkston,)  in  tiie  momentary  absence  ctf 
ny  colleague  and  myself,  of  the  melancholy 
avent  which  has Jnst  been  communicated  to  us 
by  tlie  House  of  Representatives,  and  which  hue 
deprived  tlie  State  of  Virginia  of  one  of  her 
most  distinguished  Representatives  in  the  legis- 
lature of  the  Union.  The  event,  dr,  in  all  its 
tircnmstances  and  asaomations,  was  one  of  ttie 


most  solemn  and  affecting  character — well  oal- 
culated  to  admonish  tis,  in  the  nudst  of  onr 
busy  cares  here,  "  what  shadows  we  are,  and 
what  shadows  we  pursne  I  "  I  now  rise,  Mr. 
Pn»ident,  to  ask,  at  the  hands  of  the  Buiate^ 
the  accustomed  marks  of  respect  to  the  memory 
of  our  deceased  associate,  ana  which  are  so  em- 
inently due  to  the  high  character  he  muntain- 
ed  in  all  the  relations  both  of  public  and  of  pri- 
vate life.  I  beg  leave,  therefore,  to  ofi^er  for 
the  adoption  of  the  Senate  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Seiolved,  That  the  Senate  will  attend  the  funeral 
of  the  Honorable  Tbomas  Ttles  Booldih,  late  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Betn«sentatives  from  the 
State  of  Tirginis,  at  the  hour  of  11  o'clock,  A.  M., 
to-morrow:  and,  as  a  testimony  of  respect  foe  the 
memory  of  the  deceased,  they  will  go  into  mouni- 
log,  by  weartag  <npe  nmnd  the  left  arm  fiw  tfality 
days. 

This  resolntion  having  been  onammoualy 
agreed  to— 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Birsi, 

Ordered,  That  when  the  Senate  adJoani,  It  a^oom 
to  meet  at  half-past  tea  o'clock,  A.  M.,  f«  the  par- 
pose  of  joining  the  House  of  Be^eaentatlves  In  at- 
teoding  the  oluequiea  of  the  late  Honond>le  Tnoiua 
T.  BoDLDia, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rrvxs, 
The  Senate  then  a^onmed. 


MoHDAT,  February  IT. 

PorttmoutA  (ilT.  ff.)  MemcriaL 

Mr.  Bell  presented  the  petition  of  a  number 
of  the  citizens  of  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire, 
on  the  subject  of  the  pecuniary  embarrassments 
and  dietress  prevailing  in  that  section  of  the 
Union,  which  the  memorialists  attribute  to  the 
removal  of  the  public  deposits  from  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  and  praying  tiiat  they  may 
be  restored  to  that  institotion,  or  that  Conmas 
would  make  sndb  other  l^slative  provisiMis 
for  the  relief  of  the  country,  as  its  wisdom 
might  devise.  Mr.  B.  said,  that,  while  up,  it 
might  be  proper  for  him  to  observe,  that  the 
sigiiera  of  this  memorial  were  men  of  integrity, 
character,  and  respectability, — merchants,  ship 
owners,  and  men  of  bosinees,  whose  names  car- 
ried as  much  weight  as  those  of  any  body  of 
men  in  the  country. 

He  moved  that  the  memorial  be  read,  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  printed, 
with  names  attached. 

Mr.  Hill  had  not  had  the  privilege  of  a  OsAnt 
of  the  original  memorial  fixnnPorteinonth;  but 
a  member  of  the  House,  who  had  a  oopy  of  it^ 
had  kindly  shown  that  to  him.  Of  two  hnn- 
dred  and  fifty  petitioners,  so  far  as  can  be  as- 
certained by  gentlemen  personally  acquidnted^ 
there  is  not  a  solitary  friend  of  the  administra- 
tion upon  it  In  relation  to  this  memorial,  he 
would  ask  leave  to  read  extracts  from  a  letter 
he  had  recently  received  from  that  town : 
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"  On  Saturday  I  perceived,  bj  a  notice  stuck  op 
at  the  brieic  market,  tbat  the  fiederaliati  <^  this  town 
vera  iibODt  to  memoroUxe  Congreat  upon  the  anb- 
ject  at  the  pnbllo  dapoalta.  Aitbon^  thia  invita- 
tioD  was  giTen  to  aQ,  without  dlidooUon  of  party, 
jet  I  feel  persuaded  that  jou  will  not  find  the  name 
of  a  single  friend  of  the  administration.  If  they  have 
told  you  that  there  is  any  unusual  pressure  in  thia 
town,  it  is  not  true.  There  ta  do  man  here  that 
feels  onbarrassed  for  the  want  of  money,  aare  thoee 
who  have  unwarrantably  extended  their  biuaneaa 
upon  a  borrowed  cqittal.  ETery  thing  here  com- 
mands a  hUdi  price.  The  agriculturists  feel  no 
presanra.  TlMy  ara  reajMng  richly  of  the  blesnngs 
of  a  wise  and  judicious  administradon,  and  of  the 
boonUes  of  a  kind  Providence.  The  merchants 
here  might  do  the  same,  if  it  were  not  for  tlw  cor- 
rupt and  corrupting,  and  shamefiil  management  of 
the  banks.  I  say  banks,  because  the  most  of  the 
local  banks  in  this  town  sympathize  strongly  in 
politics  with  Mr.  Biddle's  bank  and  its  branches. 

*'  I  will  venture  to  assert,  and  pledge  my  veracity 

Ethe  assertion,  that  the  branch  bank  In  thia 
has  in  her  vadts  at  least  fifty  thonsand  doQan 
jcie,  and  at  least  thirty  thousand  doUars  in  local 
bills.  If  the  fact  be  so,  it  would  enable  that  bank 
alone  to  discount  over  a  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
How  much  has  been  discounted  at  that  bank  I  have 
not  the  means  of  knowing. 

*'  This  bank,  also,  refuses  to  send  home  the  bills 
of  the  Commercial  Bank,  although  the  cashier  has 
been  repeatedly  requested  so  to  do,  and  receive  the 
specie  for  them.** 

Mr.  H.  oontinTied :  Sir,  the  number  of  pe- 
titioners attached  to  the  Portsmouth  memonaJ, 
is  less  than  one-half  the  nnm1>er  of  votes  that 
have  sometimes  been  cast  by  the  opposition  par- 
ty in  that  town.  For  some  ^me  past,  it  will 
M  seen  that  the  disoonnt  of  the  Fortsmonth 
branch  has  averaged  about  9400,000.  On  the 
first  of  January  it  waa  $800,088 — it  was  re- 
dooed  in  that  month,  when  it  was  necessary  to 
prepare  for  a  petition,  to  |362,878 — ^making  a 
oontractioQ  of  more  than  a  thousand  doUars  in 
a  day.  The  Portsmouth  petitioners  probably 
owe  the  bank  at  least  three-foarths  of  the 
whole  debt.  There  are  but  few  debts  due  out 
of  that  town ;  and  of  the  bank's  debtors  the 
names  of  some  of  these  few  are  on  the  petition. 
Sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  very  few  persons  at  Ports- 
mouth, or  elsewhere  in  New  Hampshire,  would 
think  of  moriiw  in  faror  of  the  bank,  except 
those  who  act  tn  tiila  matter  from  parl^  mo- 
tives ;  for  the  bank  has  been  a  blightii^  onrae 
to  the  men  of  business  of  that  putee.  There 
are,  sir,  on  this  petition,  several  names  of  per- 
sons wifio  failed  in  buaineBs  four  and  five  years 
ago,  and  whose  names  are  on  bad  paper  at  the 
branch  bank,  five,  ten,  twenty,  and  up  to  sixty 
thonsand  dollars  each.  There  are  also  other 
names  on  the  paper  of  respectable  gentiemen, 
men  of  reputed  wealth,  who  are  reported  to 
bave  permanent  accommodations  at  the  bani^ 
of  from  6,000  to  20,000  doUara,  which  is  on- 
ployed  In  navigation  or  manufaotnring  estab- 
lulunenta. 


P^BBDunr,  1884. 

TuuDAT,  February  18. 

Virginia  Memorial. 
Mr.  Ttlxb  rose  to  present  a  memorial  tram 
tiie  of  Blobmono,  unied  by  nearly  nine 
hnndred  of  the  dtizens^  and  certain  resolntiona 
adopted  by  the  people  of  Franklin  connty,  in 
the  State  of  Vii^nia,  Jji  regard  to  the  memo- 
rial, be  would  say,  that  it  wonld  be  borne  in 
mind  by  the  Senate,  that  he  had  rarely,  verj 
rarely,  been  called  npon,  nnce  ho  had  been  a 
member  of  tbe  Senate,  to  perform  a  duty  simi- 
\ar  to  that  which  he  was  then  in  the  act  of  per- 
forming. The  people  of  the  State  which  he 
represented,  in  pait,  on  this  floor,  were  con- 
tent, under  ordinary  circumstances,  to  leave 
tiie  expression  of  their  sentiments  to  be  made 
by  those  who  represented  them  and  thwr  in- 
terests in  this  House  and  the  other ;  and  dieir 
departure  from  tlut  coarse,  on  the  present  oc- 
casion, bore  to  Senators  the  strong^  posnUe 
evidence  of  the  great  agitation  of  the  public 
mind.  The  memorial  was  signed  by  persona 
of  all  employments  and  pursuits,  and  presented 
an  arr«y  «  names  which  would  compare,  for 
intelligence  and  tbe  attributes  of  high  moral 
character,  with  any  similar  Dumber  from  any 
city  or  town  in  the  Union.  They  remonstrat- 
ed against  the  late  proceedings  of  the  President 
and  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  involving 
high  assumptions  of  power.  Beared,  from  ear- 
ly infancy,  m  the  belief  that,  in  order  to  pre- 
serve liberty  from  overthrow,  it  waa  neceaaary 
to  keep  the  three  departmoits  til  the  Govern- 
ment separate  and  distincL  tibejr  regard  with 
alarm  we  late  measurea  of  the  Fr^doit,  as 
drawing  within  the  vortex  <tf  £xeciitive  power, 
judicial  and  le^dative  ftanetions,  and  in  the 
forfeiture  pnmounced  of  a  most  valuable  fran- 
chise, or  privilege,  of  that  corporation,  which 
had  been  solemnly  ratified  to  it  by  diarter  stip- 
ulation, and  for  which  it  bad  paid,  tbey  rec<^- 
nize.a  breach  of  public  faith  and  violation  of 
individual  rights  in  tbe  persons  of  the  corpora- 
tors. Mr.  T.  said,  that  while  he  concurred 
with  tbe  memorialists  most  fully  in  their  views, 
he  should  abstain  feom.  going  into  their  consid- 
eration now,  as  he  proposed,  should  hia  health 
permit  and  the  Senate  so  please,  to  express  his 
opinions  more  at  large  upon  them  after  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr. 
Wilkikb)  should  finish  the  speech  which  he  had 
commenced.  The  memorialists  idso  represented 
that  a  deep  ^oom  rested  on  their  city  and  hung 
over  the  country ;  that  commeroial  enterprise 
and  manufacturing  industry,  deprived  of  their 
proper  alimeut,  were  stagnated ;  that  all  the  pur- 
suits of  life  were  pariuyzed ;  that,  in  conse- 
quence thereof,  the  great  staples  of  production, 
tobacco  and  flour,  had  eaclt  fallen  twenty  per 
cent,  within  tbe  last  idxty  days;  tliat  exchanges 
had  fallen  from  ei^t  to  thirteen  per  cent  in 
the  same  period,  and  as  an  evidence  that  do 
accidental  <nroaiDstance  of  trade  had  produced 
thia  atat»  oi  tiiingiL  but  that  all  depended  upon 
the  oonditton  of  the  mone^  muketi  that  eveiy 
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daj  and  every  honr  brought  with  it  its  fiuctca- 
tions.  The  memorialists  saw  no  glimmering  of 
l^ht  throQgh  the  gloom,  but  anticipated  a  da»:er 
night  yet  to  come  tliao  that  which  enabronded 
them.  They  looked  to  Congress  for  relief. 
They  ask  not,  said  Mr.  T.,  a  renewal  of  the 
bank  charter.  No,  nr,^  they  implore  that  a 
stable  system  may  .  be  mtrodaceo.  Not  one 
festing  on  ExecoUre  will — ^not  a  Treasury  rest- 
ing on  agents  appointed  by  the  Ezecntive, 
liable  to  be  displuwd  at  his  pleasnTe--^o]diQg 
ilieir  existenoe  but  at  the  brrath  of  his  nostrils 
~-4e^ng  and  ephemeral  as  whim,  m  eqnioe, 
or  passion,  or  poliUcal  motives  might  make 
them  :  bnt  resting  on  law — ^permanent,  endoring 
law — ^law  not  to  be  changed  bnt  for  high  reasons 
cf  state  policy,  approved  by  the  wiraom,  and 
sanctioned  by  the  experience  of  Congress.  To 
a  measore  of  that  character  do  they  look  for  the 
restoration  of  pnblio  confidence ;  and  to  snch 
measure  alone  can  they  look,  or  can  the  country 
look. 

Thubsdat,  Febmary  20. 
J%iMi«2^  WiUiam  Wirt^  Etq.,  late  AUomey- 
Gmural  <if  ths  United  Statei. 

The  Jonmal  having  been  read— - 

Mr.  Chaxbbiis  rose,  and  sfUd  he  bad  been 
apprised  that  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  had 
just  adjourned  for  the  purpose  of  attending  the 
nineral  of  the  late  Mr.  Wibt  ;  and  as  many  of 
tiie  Senators  not  only  felt  it  an  imperative  duty 
to  join  in  paying  the  last  tribute  of  respect  to 
the  distinguished  individual  referred  to,  but 
were  impeUed  to  do  so  by  a  deep  sense  of  feel- 
ing, the  Senate  would  not  probably  be  full 
enough  to  attend  to  business.  He  was  not 
aware  that  it  would  be  necessary  for  him  to 
make  any  motion  for  the  postponement  of  the 
resolntioDB  or  proceedings  that  might  be  ex- 
pected to  come  np ;  and  he  would,  therefore, 
rimply  content  himself  with  a  motion  to  ad- 
jonnu  Thwenpon,  the  Senate  at^ooxoed. 


Fbidat,  Febmazy  21. 

Ptthlie  Diatresa. 

Mr.  SouTHABD  said  he  had  been  cha^;ed 
with  tliree  memorials  from  different  parts  of 
the  State  of  New  J«sey,  which  be  had  been 
leqneated  to  present  to  the  Smata.  The  Unit 
oame  to  bim  from  a  committee  appointed  by 
the  eidsenB  of  Traittm,  and  its  vicinity,  and 
-was  rigned  by  4S3  names  of  persons,  many  of 
w^hom  were  among  the  most  respectable  in  the 
Btate.  Two  of  the  committee  were  well  known 
as  having  been  formerly  among  the  most  ar- 
dent uid  active  supporters  of  the  present  ad- 
xninislraUon,  as  were  also  some  others  on  the 
list  The  letter  which  accompanies  the  memo- 
rial states  that  the  latter  expresses  the  views  of 
the  great  body  of  farmers,  merchants,  meoban- 
ics,  aod  wwkitt^  men  of  that  porti^m  of  the 
State,  wlthoat  distinction  of  party. 


[Snun. 

The  second  menumal  come  from  the  town- 
ship of  HoweU,  a  part  of  the  county  of  Mon- 
mouth, which  is  now  represented  in  the  Stale 
legislature  by  members  who  are  decided  in  their 
support  of  the  present  administration;  it  is 
signed  by  about  three  hnndred  iDdividuals,  of 
whose  characters,  standing,  and  respectability, 
he  was  also  prepared  to  speak. 

The  third  memorial  was  signed  by  2,785  of 
the  iuhabitanta  and  voters  <^  the  county  of  finr* 
lington,  in  a  diffiarant  part  of  ^e  State.  It 
would  be  well  recollected  that,  some  time  since, 
-on  the  occauon  of  presenting  the  proceedings 
of  a  oonn^  meeting,  held  in  the  same  county, 
he  had  ventured  to  express  his  opinion  that 
those  proceedings  contained  the  sense  of  the 
county  of  Burlington  on  this  great  and  exciting 

aueation.  For  this,  he  had  been  accnsed,  in 
le  very  ears  of  power  itself,  of  deliberate  false- 
hood. Sir,  said  he,  here  are  the  names  of  a 
majority  of  the  voters  of  that  county,  whidi  is 
represented  by  four  friends  of  the  administra- 
tion out  of  tjix  representatives  in  the  State  legis- 
lature, three  of  whom  voted  for  the  resolutions 
instmcting  their  Smatora  and  Bepresentatives 
in  Congress  to  resist  any  effort  to  restore  the 
deposits  to  the  United  States  Bank.  In  that 
county,  4,200  was  the  highest  number  of  votes 
which  he  recollected  to  have  been  given  at  any 
election ;  and  at  the  last  election,  only  about 
8,600  votes  were  given.  Here,  in  this  memo- 
rial, will  be  found  2,785  names  of  voters  of  that 
county.  More  than  600  miy'ority  is  the  latest 
vote  which  he  recollected,  and  about  1,000  ma- 
jority, upon  such  a  vote  as  that  by  which  the 
members  who  instructed  him  held  their  seats. 
Was  he  criminal,  then,  in  the  representation 
which  he  had  before  made  t  Shall  tiie  people 
(tf  that  county,  aod  the  world,  be  told  that  ne 
was  guilty  of  deUboate  Calsehood  in  his  repre- 
aentaUoD  of  thdr  opinions!  And  this,  too,  by 
the  very  month-piece  of  the  Executive  whose 
illegal  conduct  they  disapprove?  Is  calnm- 
nioQB  misrepresentation  the  fit  and  appropriate 
offering,  at  this  day,  to  the  ears  of  power,  by 
itsagentsand  flatterers!— -the  selected  means,  by 
which  light  is  to  be  exdnded  from  the  only 
quarter  in  which  relief^  to  a  distressed  commu- 
nity, can  be  promptiy  afforded  I 

Mr.  S.  moved  that  the  memorials  be  read, 
printed,  and  refened  to  the  Committee  on  "Si- 
nauce. 

Mr.  Snuoui  presented  the  mnnoria]  (tf  646 
citizens  of  the  city  of  Fntland,  Maine,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  general  distress  of  the  country,  and 
the  deranged  state  of  the  currency. 

Mr.  S.  Bud  that  the  memorial  sets  forth,  that 
the  signers,  and  the  community  in  which  tiiey 
live,  are  now  suffering  under  great  and  unex- 
ampled pecuniary  distress.  That  there  is  at 
present  an  almott  entire  prostration  of  business, 
and  that  their  prospects  for  the  future,  are  still 
more  gloomy ;  and  they  appeal  to  the  national 
le^slatnre  to  afford  them  some  relief  from  their 


Digitized  by 


S63 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THB 


Sbutl] 


JTaAwiWACBM. 


present  saffisriiig,  and  to  avert  the  threatened 
danger  of  still  greater  injorr.  They  do  not  nn- 
dertake  to  point  ont  in  what  that  relief  shall 
consist,  or  the  mode  in  which  it  shall  be  ob- 
tmned ;  bnt  leave  it,  with  confidence,  to  the 
wisdom  and  enlightened  patriotism  of  Congress. 
Thej  come  here  to  the  legislatare— thej  do  not 
CO  to  the  Exeeative — because  Hiej  do  not  be- 
lieve that  it  belongs  to  the  Execative  depart- 
ment of  this  Government  to  prodnoe  and  sus- 
tain a  sound  oarren<7,  any  more  than  that  it 
legitimately  appert^ns  to  it  to  prodaoe  a  de- 
ranged and  nnsoand  onrrenc^. 

This  memorial  is  signed  by  all  classes  of  ctti- 
cens— merchants,  meehanios,  artisans,  md  la- 
borers— of  all  parties;  and  from  personal  ao- 
qaaintanoe  wiUi  many  of  the  memorialists,  I 
bear  willing  and  eheerftil  and  decided  testi- 
mony to  their  high  respectability — to  the  en- 
tire confidence  which  onght  to  be  reposed  in 
all  their  statements.  And,  from  the  knowl- 
edge that  I  have  of  ttiose  who  have  transmitted 
the  memorial,  and  given  me  their  certificate  as 
to  the  high  respectability  of  those  with  whom 
I  am  personally  imacqntdnted,  I  am  confident  Id 
the  belief,  that  all  the  memorialists  are  highly 
resectable. 

The  petitions  having  been  read— 

lir.  Shbplbt  rose  and  said,  that  very  soon 
aftw  he  was  called  to  take  a  seat  in  this  cham- 
ber, he  had  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  sabject 
of  the  pnblio  distress.  He  had  then  borne  tesd- 
mony,  that,  when  he  came  into  the  Senate,  he 
was  anocqomnted  with  any  extraordinary  dis- 
tress then  existing  in  the  money  market.  He 
had  not  had  occasion  to  tralieve,  at  that  day, 
that  he  was  mistaken  in  the  view  which  be  had 
presented.  He  now  onderstood,  that,  when 
Congress  met,  there  was  no  greater  distress  in 
tiie  money  market  in  his  section  <tf  the  country, 
than  f^eqaenUy  existed  nnder  ordinary  ciroum- 
atances.  He  wished  that  it  was  in  his  power 
to  believe  that  the  same  state  of  things  now 
exirted ;  bnt  he  was  now  satisfied  that  it  was 
fbr  otherwise,  and  that  there  existed  in  the 
money  market  a  distress  nnparaUeled,  pervading 
all  cliiases  of  the  community.  It  was  never 
his  desire  to  state  any  thing  more  than  the 
truth.  He  had  waited  during  the  last  eighty 
days,  to  understand  wherefore  it  was  that,  day 
after  day,  tbey  were  to  be  told  that  there  was 
an  existing  distress,  (md  that  this  distress  was 
increasing.  He  thought  that  he  had  now  ob- 
tvned  so  much  knowledge,  as  enabled  him  to 
understand  tiie  snlfjeot.  ne  held  in  hit  hand  a 
statement  of  the  oondition  at  die  United  States 
Bank  on  the  Ist  of  this  montly  wlUoh  eome 
HtwB  a  friendly  hand,  and  which  he  would  now 
bw  permisuon  to  read  to  iha  Senate. 

[Here  Mr.  8.  read  the  monthly  statement  of 
{be  ooQcUtion  of  the  bank.] 

He  then  went  on  to  say,  that,  in  relation  to 
the  deposits  in  the  United  States  Bank,  every 
experienrad  banker,  as  well  as  every  man  of 
good  sense,  knew  that  a  bank  soon  became  ex- 
perimentally aoqwdnted  with  the  srenge  ol  itB 


deports ;  and  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  re- 
tain bnt  a  limited  amount  of  spede  in  the  vaults, 
wiUi  a  view  to  meet  any  rare  and  extraordinaiy 
ocoasion,  because  if  one  dollar  was  taken  out, 
another  was  deposited ;  and  thus,  what  was 
removed  by  one  depositor,  was  replaced  by  an- 
other. In  this  view,  he  arrived  at  the  euuclu- 
aon,  that  it  was  not  necessary  for  the  United 
States  Bank  to  retain  specie  to  an  amount  be- 
yond two  or  tiiree  millions,  whereas  it  had  now 
twenty-two  millions  to  meet  and  fifteen  mil- 
lions to  meet  it  He  liad  nnderstood  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States  Bank  had,  on 
more  than  one  occasion,  complied  of  Uie  ac- 
cumulatiou  of  epwAt ;  had  at  one  time  tnin»' 
ported  a  quantity  to  Europe,  because  there  was 
a  surplus  in  the  vaults ;  and  had  given  it  as  his 
opinion,  that  seven  millioiu  of  specie  was  suffi- 
cient to  meet  the  greatest  oiroulation  of  paper. 
He  believed  that  the  preudent  of  the  bank  was 
correct  in  this  view,  and  that  one  dollar  in 
specie  was  sufficient  for  an  issue  of  five  dollars 
in  paper. 

He  inferred  from  tiiis  view  that  it  was  in  the 
power  of  the  bank,  on  the  1st  of  FelHuary,  to 
circulate  twenty  mflHons  more  ^  Its  bills  than 
it  had  circulated,  and  without  anr  danger  to 
itself  and  the  obvulatlon  of  ten  milUons  would 
have  greatiy  relieved  the  oountry.  The  bvik 
had  sometimes  expressed  a  desire  to  relieve  the 
country,  but  what  now  was  its  conduct?  It 
had  curtailed,  instead  of  extending  its  accom- 
modations; and  what  was  to  be  expected  in 
the  fbturel  He  held  in  his  hand  a  paper, 
which  spoke  the  sentiments  of  the  bank  to  the 
people.  He  wished  it  to  be  well  understood 
what  the  people  had  to  expect  from  this  quar- 
ter. A  few  days  since,  a  communication  ap- 
peared in  a  new^per,  asking  of  the  United 
Statea  Bank  toextand  its  loans  to  tiie  onnmunity, 
Hiere  vaa  now  another  paragr^>h  in  the  same 
newspaper,speakingiu  a  somewhat  singular  tone^ 
and  as  If  by  authority,  and  adopting  audi  lan- 
guage as  no  one  could  use  who  was  not  in  a 
situation  of  some  power.  If  the  writer  had  not 
the  power  to  carry  his  suggestions  into  efiect, 
he  must  have  been  a  very  presumptuous  man 
to  use  such  lan^age.  He  referred  to  an  arti- 
cle in  the  National  Intelligencer,  in  the  form 
of  a  communication,  which  he  would  now 
read. 

I Here  Mr.  S.  read  the  article  referred  to.] 
Ir.  8.  continued.  What  did  this  paper  say  t 
It  was  directed  to  public  opinion,  and  dectarad 
what  the  Iwnk  wonld  do ;  and  that  was  noth- 
ing, until  the  State  banks  should  be  {oobit^ted 
by  their  stookholders  from  reoeiviog  the  putdio 
deports ;  tims  candng  them  to  be  restored  to 
the  Bank  o(  the  Unftad  States.  Let  this  be 
done,  and  every  thing  will  ^  well ;  distress 
and  anguish  will  no  longer  exist.  All  the  evils 
so  loudly  eompltdned  of  will  at  once  be  reme- 
died, and  ooimdence  and  security  again  pre- 
vail. But  if  the  stockholders  of  the  State  bonks 
will  not  move^  so  as  to  [nrohibit  their  institu- 
tion ftom  recwTing  the  depoaiti|  why,  then, 
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tUngs  most  grow  wme  and  wtnw,  the  dtiu 
tresses  of  the  oonotry  become  deeper  and  deep- 
er, nnttl  it  ends  in  absolute  min.  He  Imew 
not  who  were  authorized  to  use  ^e  language 
of  this  paper,  bat  he  believed  thej  nrake  from 
some  autliotitj ;  and  that,  if  tbejr  did  so  speak, 
it  was  one  which  soa^t  to  control  the  conDcils 
as  well  as  the  finances  of  the  nation.  Thej  say 
that  not  only  deep  distress  is  felt  throughout  the 
}and,  bnt  that,  unless  the  deposits  are  restored 
to  tiie  Bank  of  the  United  States,  it  will  become 
still  deeper.  Much  as  he  deplored  the  ezistence 
of  distress  tji  any  kind,  he  had  rather  bear  any 
that  might  arise  from  peoaniary  canaea,  than 
tahadt  to  a  dedantion  of  the  kind  ^ven  in  the 
paper  he  had  referred  to ;  and  he  well  knew 
that  the  people  of  his  Stats  wonld  endnre  the 
■orerest  privations;  no  matter  from  what  causes 
fh^  might  arise,  sooner  than  be  dictated  to  by 
an  authority  ooming  from  a  moneyed  initita- 
tton. 


Sattbdat,  February  22. 

JStaumU  (if  the  Depctits — Saolvtiont  and  In- 
ttmeUoru  ths  Virginia  General  Amembly 
—Bttignaiion  </  Smator  £itet. 

Ur.  Ttlbk  presented  resolutions  recently 
adopted  by  the  two  Houses  of  Assembly  of  the 
State  of  Vit^ia,  expressive  of  their  opinions 
and  views  relative  to  the  condnot  of  the  Execu- 
tive with  regard  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  and  the  deposiCs  of  the  public  reveone. 
Mr.  T.  proposed  to  abstain,  at  this  time,  from 
makii^  any  remarks  on  the  subjects  embraced 
in  the  resolutioua,  other  than  to  say,  that,  oon- 
onrring  as  he  did  most  ftiUy  in  the  views  ex- 
pressed by  the  legidature  of  his  State,  he  should 
nae  all  the  means  in  his  power  to  oari^  them  in 
^eet.  Mr.  T.  should,  at  another  tmie  mmn 
eoDTonieiit  to  the  Senate,  make  such  remarks 
aa  the  importance  of  tiie  aabjet^  required.  For 
ihe  present  he  shoold  merely  move  for  the 
printmg  of  the  resolQUoiis,  and  their  rdbrence 
to  the  Oommittee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  BivBB  roae  and  addreased  Haa  Oiiair  as 
fbllowB : 

Mr.  President :  The  Senate  will  indulge  me, 
I  hope,  standing  in  the  pointion  I  do,  with  a 
few  remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  resolutions 
jnst  read.  It  is  very  far  from  my  intenUon  to 
attempt  to  impugn,  in  any  manner,  the  force  of 
Hume  resolutions,  or  to  ^rogate,  in  ^e  slight- 
est degree,  fmn  the  hirii  respect  to  which  they 
are  oititlea  here  and  Mnewhere.  On  the  con- 
trary, I  recogidae  them  as  the  legitimate  ex- 
pres^on  of  Uie  oj^ion  d  my  State,  conveyed 
through  the  only  authentic  organ  known  to  her 
oonstttutioa  and  laws. 

The  Senate  will  have  perceived,  from' the 
reading  of  the  resolatims,  that  it  is  my  misfor- 
tune to  entertain,  and  to  have  expressed,  on  the 
grave  questions  now  occupying  the  public  mind, 
(n^niona  rvrj  different  fhxn  those  asserted  by 
the  xestdndoniL   Kotvlthatandiug  this  diffier- 


enoe  of  opinion,  I  shoold  fisel  it  mj  duty,  aa 
one  of  the  representatives  of  Vir^nia  on  uiis 
floor,  to  conform  to  the  views  expressed  by  her 
le^slatnre,  if,  in  the  circumstaocea  in  which  I 
am  placed,  I  could  do  bo  without  dishonor.  I 
hold  it,  sir,  to  be  a  vital  principle  of  our  polit- 
ical systemj  one  lodispensable  to  the  preserva* 
tion  of  our  institutions,  that  the  representative, 
whether  a  member  of  this  or  the  other  Honse, 
is  bound  to  conform  to  the  opinions  and  wishes 
of  his  constituents,  aatheuUcally  expressed ;  or, 
if  be  be  nnable  to  do  eo;  from  overruling  and 
imperious  consideratifflis,  f^ratin^  upon  hia 
oonsotenoe  or  himor,  to  anrrender  his  tmst  into 
the  hands  of  thoae  from  whom  he  derived  it^ 
that  they  may  select  an  agent  who  can  better 
carry  their  views  into  effect. 

Oa  all  occasicms  involving  questions  of  expe- 
diency only,  it  is,  I  conceive,  the  bonnden  dnty 
of  the  representative  to  conform  explicitly  to 
the  instructions  of  the  constituent  body,  where 
those  instructions  are  to  be  carried  into  execo- 
tion  by  a  legislative  act,  which,  as  a  mandate 
of  the  public  will,  prescribes  and  directs  what 
shall  be  done  for  the  public  good.  But  where 
the  instructions  contemplate  a  declaration  of 
principles  vr  opiniono,  which  are  contrary  to 
the  nocere  and  noneat  ocmvictionB  of  the 
sentaUve,  as  there  is  no  means  of  forcing  the 
assent  of  the  understanding  to  abstract  propo< 
sitioiu,  the  onl^  conrse  left  to  him  is,  by  the 
surrender  of  his  commission,  to  put  it  io  the 
power  his  oonstitnenta  to  confer  it  on  an- 
other whose  opinions  correspond  with  their 
own. 

To  apply  these  principles  to  my  own  case,  I 
do  not  hesitate  to  say,  that,  if  the  instructions 
of  the  legislature  of  my  State  hod  required  me 
speeifically  to  vote  for  a  law,  or  other  legisla> 
uve  act,  providing  fm*  the  restoration  of  the 
public  depo^ta  to  the  Bonk  of  the  United 
StiAaa,  however  highly  inexpedient  I  deem  sneh 
a  measure  to  be,  I  ahonld  nevertheless  have 
felt  it  my  duty  to  g^ve  tbo  vote  required.  Such, 
it  will  lie  recollected,  was  the  precise  demand 
of  the  memorial  of  the  citizens  of  liichmond, 

f»resented  a  few  days  ago  by  my  honorable  col- 
eagne,  and  which  concluded  by  asking,  tliat 
OongrcBs  "  would  provide  by  law  for  tTie  im- 
mediate restoration  of  the  public  moneys  to  the 
Bank  of  tbe  United  States."  Bat,  eir,  this  is 
not  tbe  shape  in  which  the  question  is  presented 
to  me,  by  the  resolutions  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  my  State,  or  by  the  proceedings  pending 
in  this  body.  Those  resolntiooa  instruct  the 
Senators  of  Yir^nia,  in  general  tenns,  "  to  nae 
thdr  best  exerUons  to  procure  the  adoption  by 
Congress  of  pn^r  measures  for  restoring  Ihe 
public  numeys  to  the  Bank  of  the  Ihiited 
States."  Now,  rir,  I  am  bound  to  inquire,  what 
are  those  proper  measures,  in  the  contemplati<w 
of  the  legislature  of  Virginia. 

We  aU  know,  that  the  onl^  measures  pro- 
posed or  contemplated,  in  this  body,  are  the 
two  declaratory  resolntiona  offered  by  the  Sen* 
ator  of  Kentucky ;  tiie  first  affirming  that  the 

Digitized  by  Google 


Rimmi  ^  the  Htfomtt. 


264 


ABBIDGHEKT  OP  THE 


ocmdoot  of  the  President,  with  refereaoe  to  the 
removal  of  the  pablio  deposits,  vas  a  danger- 
ODfl  and  naconstitutional  assamption  of  power ; 
the  second,  declaring  the  reasons  assigned  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry  for  that  removfd, 
to  be  ansatisfactory  and  insnfficient.  When  the 
latter  of  these  resolutions,  together  with  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  was 
referred  some  days  ago  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  that  committee  did  not  report  a  bill 
or  joint  resolution  for  the  restoration  of  the  de- 
pouts,  but  simply  a  recommendation  that  the 
Senate  should  adopt  the  dedlaratwy  resolation 
of  the  Senator  from  Kentnoky.  In  short,  it  is 
now  avowed  and  nnderstood,  on  all  hands,  that 
all  that  is  deemed  necessary,  or  will  be  pro- 
posed here,  to  effect  the  restoration  of  the  pub- 
lic moneys  to  tiie  Bank  of  the  United  States,  is 
a  mere  declaration,  by  Congress,  of  the  insnffi- 
dency  of  the  reasons  assigned  for  their  removal. 

The  only  measures,  then,  on  which  I  shall 
be  called  to  carry  into  effect  the  instructions  of 
the  legislature  of  my  State  are,  the  declaratory 
resolutions  moved  by  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tnot^t  ud  now  depending  before  the  Seiu^ 
That  these  resolntions  ar&  in  the  estunation  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  proper  meas- 
ures— that  the  opinions  and  prindples  declared 
by  them  are  believed  by  the  G^eneral  Assembly 
to  be  correct  and  well  founded — it  woold  be 
nnpardonable  blindness  to  the  language  and 
tenor  of  their  instructions  not  to  see.  At  the 
same  time,  it  is  well  known  to  the  Senate  that, 
on  each  of  the  propositions  declared  in  these 
resolutions,  I  had  (and  I  will  take  leave  to  add, 
after  the  most  careful  and  anzious  investigation) 
come  to  opposite  conclusions,  which  I  bad  ear- 
nestly assei*ted  and  maintained  on  this  floor.  I 
am,  therefore,  placed,  by  the  instructions  of 
tlu)  legislature  of  iny  State,  in  this  dUemmA — 
eitiier  to  vote  for  the  declaratory  resolutions  of 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  and  thereby  ex- 
press opinions  which  I  not  only  do  not  enter- 
tain, but  the  reverse  of  which  I  have  sincerely 
and  earnestly  maintiuned  on  this  floor ;  or,  by 
voting  against  them,  to  oppose  the  only  meas- 
ures which  are  likely  to  come  before  this  body, 
having  in  view  tlte  restoration  of  the  public 
deposits  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
thus  iq>pear  in  the  attitude  of  diu^arding  and 
thwarting  the  declared  wishes  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  Vii^aia.  I  am  sure  I  but  respond 
to  the  honorable  feelings  <tf  all  who  hear  me,  in 
saying  that  the  first  branoh  of  the  oltetnative  la 
impossible,  while  the  latter  is  no  less  forbidden 
by  my  principles,  and  a  proper  sense  of  duty  to 
the  constituted  authorities  of  my  State.  The 
only  course  left  to  me,  then,  is  one  vhicli  the 
Senate  can  be  at  no  loss  to  anticipate. 

Before  I  close  the  few  remarks  with  which 
1  have  felt  myself  called  on  to  trouble  the  Sen- 
ate, I  beg  leave  to  say,  that,  while  I  recognize 
implioiUy  the  resolntions  Just  read  as  the  legit- 
imate and  contitutionsl  expression  of  the  opin- 
ion of  my  State,  I  wish  not  to  be  understood  as 
Hf  ing  that  tixej  express  the  real  pnblio  opinimx 


of  the  State — that  of  the  people.  On  the  con- 
trary, my  firm  and  dear  conviction  is,  tiiat  Uie 
sentiments  of  the  people,  in  the  present  instance, 
are  not  in  unison  with  the  proceedings  of  the 
legislative  authority.  The  manifestations  of 
popular  sentiment  already  commencing  in  va- 
rious quarters  of  the  State — ^the  principles  and 
opinions  heretofore  steadily  cherished  by  Vir- 
ginia— moltiplied  oommunioations  received  from 
the  moat  respectable  sources — and  my  own 
knowledge,  I  may  be  permitted  to  ado,  of  a 
people  wiui  whom  I  have  been  connected,  in 
the  relations  of  public  service,  for  now  near 
twenty  years — assure  me  that  they  are  not; 
and  the  revolution  of  a  few  months  will,  I  con- 
fidently bdieve,  render  tiie  fact  manifest  to  all 
the  world.  But,  in  the  relation  of  my  oflSdal 
conduct  here,  I  am  not  permitted  to  took  be- 
yond the  constitntioaal  expression  of  the  opin- 
ion of  the  State,  by  its  regular  and  proper  or- 
gan. If  a  Senator  were  allowed  to  set  up 
against  the  public  opinion  of  his  State,  as  offi- 
cially and  solemnly  declared  by  her  legislature, 
a  hypothetical  public  opinion,  which  may  or 
may  not  be  that  of  tiie  peoi^e  of  the  State,  it  is 
obvious  tiut  a  door  wonld  be  opened  fbr  the 
total  evasion  of  all  effective  responsibility  of 
this  body  to  pnblio  opinion.  It  is  on  the  legis- 
latures of  the  States  that  the  constitiitioD  has 
devolved  the  choice  of  members  of  this  body, 
and  the  same  legislatures  mnst  be  the  interpre- 
ters of  the  public  opinion  of  their  respective 
States  to  the  Senators  chosen  by  them,  when- 
ever  an  occasion  shall  arise  which  may  call  tor 
a  solemn  manifestation  of  that  opinion. 

This  is  indeed  the  only  practioable  mode  of 
bringing  the  opinion  of  the  sovereign  commu- 
nity, represented  in  this  body,  to  ac^  with  au- 
thoritative influence,  on  its  proceedings;  and 
when  it  is  considered  that  the  Senate  is,  ti^  the 
greater  permanency  of  its  official  tenure,  farther 
removed  from  tiie  salntaiy  controls  of  the  rep- 
resentative system  than  any  otber  branch  of 
the  Government,  all  will  see  the  necessity  of 
keeping  open  a  dear  and  designated  channel  by 
which  public  opinion  may  promptiy  reach  it, 
in  an  aathoritative  form,  ana  lie  made  effeotnal 
on  its  deliberations.  It  is  thus  essential  to  the 
practical  supremacy  of  the  popular  will  itadf. 
that  the  State  legislatures  should  be  recognized 
as  the  authentic  and  constitutional  exponents 
of  the  popular  opinion  of  tiie  respective  States, 
in  all  relations  with  this  body.  It,  in  any  in- 
stance, the  le^sUtoree  of  the  States  shall  mi»- 
take  the  opinions  of  the  people,  it  i%  as  I  con- 
ceive, for  the  people  themselves,  and  not  for  us, 
to  correct  the  mistake. 

Thrae,  Mr.  President,  are,  very  briefly,  the 
opinions  I  entertain  on  the  delicate  questions 
presented  for  my  consideration  by  the  instrno- 
tious  of  the  legislature  of  my  Sti^,  just  read ; 
and  the  only  oltemative  they  leave  me,  in  the 
circumstances  in  which  I  am  placed,  is  to  sur- 
render tiie  trust  with  which  1  have  been  hon- 
ored, as  a  member  of  this  body,  into  the  hands 
of  those  tcom  whom  I  received  it.  I  know 
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well,  Mr.  President,  and  I  feci,  how  mnch  of 
honor  and  of  utufaction  I  give  up  in  abandon- 
ing mj  seat  on  this  floor.  I  abandra  what  I 
liATe  ever  regarded  the  highest  honor  of  mj 
pnblio  lifia — an  honor  than  which  none  hlglier, 
in  Z07  opinon,  ean  be  presented  to  the  ammtion 
of  an  Amenoan  citizen.  I  sacrifice  social  and 
kindly  relations  with  many  members  of  this 
body— I  would  fun  hope  with  all — which  have 
been  the  scarce  of  the  highest  satisfiaction  to 
me  here,  and  the  remembrance  of  which  I  shall 
cherish  with  sincere  pleasare  in  the  retirement 
whither  I  go.  I  know  and  feel  the  weight  of 
these  sacritices,  but,  great  as  they  are,  I  make 
them  without  a  sigh,  as  the  most  emphatic  bora- 
age  I  can  render  to  a  principle  I  believe  vital 
to  the  repnblicau  system,  and  indiEpensable  to 
ttie  safe  and  salntary  action  <tf  onr  political  In- 
BtitntioM. 

The  resolntions  were  thai  referred  to  the 
Oommittee  on  Finance,  and  ordered  to  t>e 
printed. 


IfovDAT,  Febmary  84. 

Pvilic  J>istrest. 

Kr.  Smith  said  that  he  had  had  committed  to 
his  care,  with  a  view  of  their  being  presented  to 
the  Senate,  snndry  petitions  ana  resolutions. 
Two  of  these  petitions  were  from  the  town  of 
Kew  Haven,  one  signed  by  abont  700  eitixens 
of  that  plaoe.  Thu  memorial  described  the 
Boflferings  wd  the  distress  nnder  whioh  the 
tionerB  labored,  but  without  going  into 
her  detail.  Some  delay  had  occtirred  in  the 
reoeption  of  this  petition.  Finally,  another 
meeting  of  the  citizens  was  called,  and  took 
place  At  the  City  Hall,  at  which  sundry  resolu- 
tions were  passed,  describing  the  severity  of  the 
pnblio  Bofferings,  ascribing  these  sufferinga  to 
tiie  removal  of  the  depOBi^  and  expressing  the 
opinion  of  the  meeting  t^at  thu  Bank  of  the 
United  States  ought  to  be  rechartered.  To  tJiis 
last  petition  were  attached  the  signatorea  of 
ihoot  900  citizena  of  Kew  Haven. 

Anotlier  of  these  petitions  was  from  the  dty 
of  Hartford,  in  Connecticut  and  was  signed  by 
abont  800  citizens  of  that  place.  He  held,  also, 
in  his  hand,  resolations  adopted  by  the  Hart- 
ford Bank,  in  which  the  directors  of  that  insti- 
tution ascribed  the  sufferings  nnder  which  the 
community  were  laboring,  to  the  remov^  of 
the  pnblio  depoflibi ;  and  ezpressed  it  as  their 
grave  opinion,  that  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Slates  shoold  be  rechartered,  with  modifica- 
tions. 

From  the  Phoenix  Bank  he  had  received  res- 
olutions rimilor  In  ihiiT  purport.  The  Oon- 
nectiout  lUver  Bank,  estaUiuied  in  the  aame 
place,  had  transmittea  to  him  resolations  of  the 
like  character.  And  he  bad  received  resolu- 
tions, looking  to  the  same  object,  from  the  Fire 
Insurance  Company  of  Hartford,  a  corporation 
of  great  bonneas  and  high  respectaUlity . 


[Sbmatb. 

TuiSDAT,  Febmary  86. 
JVino  Jenejf  SenlutioTU. 
Ur.  i^oLraoHOTSBN  presented  the  resolntlons 
adopted  at  a  oonnty  meeting  of  the  citizens  of 
Cnmherland  county,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
and  the  memorial  of  the  same  meeting;  contain- 
ing eight  hundred  and  ten  signatures  on  the 
subject  of  the  distressed  condition  and  deranged 
currency  of  the  coontry,  whidi  they  ascribe  to 
the  removal  of  the  public  deposits  from  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  praying  for 
their  restoration.  Hr.  F.  spoke  at  large  in 
fkvw  of  the  ol^flict  of  the  petitioners. 


WsDinMOAT,  Febmary  86. 
Pvblie  JHttreu. 
ICr.  Orahbsbb  said  he  had  been  charged  by 
a  committee  of  gentlemen,  deputed  for  that  pur- 
pose,  to  present  the  memorial  of  sundry  mer- 
diasto,  mechanics,  laborers,  and  others,  of  the 
ditj  of  Baltimore,  on  the  anbject  of  the  embar- 
rassments  of  the  money  market,  which  the  me- 
morialists said  had  been  occasioned  by  the 
course  pursued  by  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  intended  for  the  purpose  of  forcing 
a  renewal  of  its  charter.  The  memorialists, 
Hr.  0.  said,  express  their  entire  confidence  in 
the  Executive,  declare  that  the  restoration  of 
the  pnblio  deposits  to  the  bank  would  he  highly 
iqjnrions  to  the  conntry,  and  pray  that  uiey 
may  not  be  restored.  The  committee,  wiu 
whom  he  was  personally  acquainted,  Hr.  0. 
said,  were  highly  respectable,  and,  from  the 
character  given  of  the  signers  of  the  memorial, 
he  was  confident  they  were  equally  so.  The 
committee  stated  that  the  number  of  signers  to 
the  memorial  was  8,558,  and  be  had  no  doubt 
of  the  correctness  of  the  statement.  He  moved 
that  the  memorial  be  read,  printed,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  He  also  asked 
that  the  names  appended  to  the  memorial  be 
printed,  as  it  was  a  duplicate  of  one  intended 
to  be  presented  to  the  House  of  Bepresenta- 
tives,  but,  from  the  press  of  bndness  in  that 
Hoase,  had  not  yet  been  done. 
The  motion  of  Hr.  Obaubbrs  was  carried. 

Pmruphania  ManoriaU. 
Hr.  HoKean  said  he  held  a  memorial  signed 
by  1,858  inhabitants  of  Berks  county,  Pa.,  reit- 
erating the  daily  lamentation  of  pecuniary  dis- 
tress, and  remonstrating  against  the  recent  ac- 
tion of  tlie  Government  in  removing  the  public 
deposits  from  the  United  States  Bank.  This 
memorial,  and  the  accompanying  letter,  Mr. 
H.  said  he  was  requested  to  lay  before  the  Sen- 
ate, by  a  highly  respectable  deputation  who  had 
visited  the  seat  of  Government  for  that  purpose, 
and  who  instructed  and  especidly  requested 
him  to  state  that  the  monorialists  are  withont 
distinction  of  political  parties,  and,  indeed,  he 
sud,  it  could  hardly  he  otherwise,  as,  he  t}e- 
lieved,  the  election  returns  would  show,  that 
BCBicdy  more  than  half  the  unmber  that  had 
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dgned  the  memorial  vere,  at  any  time^ppoaed 
to  GoDCHral  Jackson,  in  Berks  county.  He  knew 
a  number  who  were  the  fast  friends  of  General 
Jackson,  ainons  which  he  recognized  tiie  name 
of  his  friend  William  Addams,  who  was  asno- 
ciated  with  him  (Mr.  H.)  on  the  Jackson  elec- 
toral  ticket  in  1832.  Bia  (Mr.  M.'s)  objections 
to  the  United  States  Bank  remunod  nnchanged, 
and  had  never  been  disguised ;  but,  it  was  due 
to  tmUi,  and  to  this  respectable  porUon  of  bis 
constituents,  to  make  these  statements. 

He  also  had  in  charge  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeUng  of  the  mechanics  and  working  men  of 
the  Northern  Liberties,  in  the  coan^  of  Pbtla- 
delphia,  in  favor  of  the  bank  and  a  restoration 
of  the  deposits;  and  a  memorial  signed  by 
fifty-one  citizens  of  SclmylkiU  county,  agunst 
the  bank  and  the  restoration  of  the  deposits ; 
all  of  which  he  desired  to  send  to  the  Ohur, 
nod  asked  that  they  be  each  read,  referred  to 
^e  Committee  on  FinaQce,  and  printed. 

Mr.  Clat  sud  he  wished  to  make  an  obser- 
Tation  or  two.  He  imagined  that  the  support- 
ers of  that  Executive  who  holds  in  his  hands 
the  means  of  affording  relief  to  the  distressed 
people  of  this  country,  would  no  longer  insist 
upon  the  £act  that  these  various  memoriali 
emanated  from  party  feeling.  They  had  fonnd 
themselves  already,  la  the  pn^rcss  of  the  ses- 
sion, greatiy  mistaken  in  point  of  fSact  as  re- 
niects  the  distress  prevailing  in  the  community. 
They  had  been  compelled  to  own  thur  mistake ; 
and  he  (Mr.  C.)  trusted  that  they  would  now 
iee  that  the  language  which  is  transmitted  in 
tiie  various  memorials  to  Congress,  does  not 
proceed  from  those  only  who  ore  opposed  to  the 
administration,  but  that  it  issues  from  all  parties 
— that  the  struggle  which  is  now  going  on  is  not 
a  party  struggle,  but  one  resulting  from  univer- 
sal, deeply  felt,  wide-spread  distress  throughout 
the  whole  country.  Let  Senators  take  the  case 
before  them  as  an  example.  Ho  had  it  in  bia 
power  to  state,  for  he  had  understood  it  flwm 
the  gentieman  who  was  charged  with  the  pre- 
sentation of  tlie  memorial,  that  in  1828,  the 
whole  amount  of  votes  given  ^lunat  tiie  Chief 
Magistrate  by  the  county  of  Berks,  were  but 
9S7,  whilst  he  had  nearly  6,000  votes ;  and  in 
1832,  there  were  4,544  given  for  him,  and  1,166 
against  him.  This  memorial  he  (Mr.  C.)  under- 
stood was  subscribed .  by  1,860  individuals,  and 
it  ought  to  be  added  that  it  came  only  from  a 
part  of  the  county.  In  five  or  six  other  town- 
ships, as  he  bad  been  informed,  of  Uie  same 
county,  memoriala  were  in  oironlBtion,  bat  the 
subscriptions  to  them  were  not  comj^eted,  and 
therefore  could  not  be  forwarded  with  the  preft' 
cot  one. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  MoKkan  was  agreed  to. 

ZouiniUe  (ICy.)  Mmorial. 
Mr.  Clat  rose  to  present  a  memorial.  'Wben 
be  left,  last  September,  the  State  of  which  he 
was  a  Senator,  he  had  never  beheld  it  in  a  con- 
dition of  higher  prosperity.  The  earth  bad 
yielded  an  abundant  crop ;  and  a  ready  and 


[FOBDABT,  1884. 

good  market  existed  for  all  the  prodocte  ot  in- 
dastry.  The  people  were  ont  of  debt,  AiU- 
handed,  in  good  health :  gratefhl  for  tlie  nu- 
merous blessings  which  they  enjoyed,  and  with- 
out the  smallest  presentiment  of  approaching 
calamity.  This  unifying  picture  was  now 
sadly  reversed,  and  he  was  charged  with  the 
duty  of  presenting  to  the  Senate  a  memorial 
from  a  large  and  highly  respectable  poi*tion  of 
his  fellow-citizens,  exhibiting  the  contrast,  and 
imploring  redress  from  Congress  of  their  griev- 
ances. LoaisviUe  is  the  tbipd,  if  not  the  second, 
of  tiie  tiiree  lai^est  <»ties  on  the  bonks  of  the 
Ohio  Riv«r,  and,  from  its  location  at  the  rapids 
of  that  beantiful  stream,  is  detudedly  the  first  in 
commercial  importance.  Ber  two  great  sisters, 
Pittfiburg,  and  Cincinnati,  have  already  ad- 
dressed Uieir  complaints  to  Congress,  and  Lonis- 
ville  now  comes  to  unite  ber  voice  and  her  snp- 
plications  to  theirs. 

He  held  in  his  hand  the  copy  of  a  petition, 
the  original  of  which  has  been  confided  to  the 
charge  of  the  member  of  the  Honse  of  Bepre- 
sentatives  representing  Louisville,  to  be  offered 
to  that  Bouse.  This  oop^  he  now  submitted  to 
the  Senate.  Upwards  ot  1,000  signatures  were 
attached  to  it,  embradng  individuals  of  both 
parties,  almost  tite  whole  of  the  mercaotile 
class,  and  men  oi  evwj  pursuit  in  business  in 
that  rising  city.  He  knew  personally  many  of 
the  memorialists,  among  whom  are  the  presi- 
dent and  aU  the  directon  who  were  in  Louis* 
vUle,  of  the  bank  which  had  boen  selected  to 
receive  the  Government  deposits,  and  be  haz- 
arded nothing  in  saying  that  the  memorialists 
constituted  the  great  m^ority  of  the  men  of 
business,  wealth,  and  respectability  of  Louis- 
ville. That  bank,  be  liad  understood,  by  a 
unanimous  vote  of  the  board  of  directors,  bad 
rescinded  the  contract  with  tiie  Secretory  of  tlie 
Treasury  reloting  to  the  public  depouts. 

The  existence  of  deep,  wide-spread,  and  unex- 
ampled distress,  is  do  longer  disputed.  Itoannot 
be  ooutroTerteo.  IntelU^oe  of  it  is  borne  from 
every  quarter,  by  every  mail,  in  every  lurro  of  pri- 
vate communication,  as  wwl  as  public  petition 
and  public  proceedings.  Those  who  were  at  first 
incredulous,  are  now  forced  to  confess  it.  It 
stretches  from  the  wild  lauds  of  Maine  to  the  allu- 
vial formotions  of  the  Mississippi.  All  parts  of 
the  Union  feel,  ond  are  writhing  under  it.  The 
Senator  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Fobsttii)  had  denied 
its  existence  at  Augusta;  but  at  Augusta  we 
had  seen  o  coll,  from  a  large  number  of  citizens, 
for  a  public  meeting  to  take  into  consideration 
the  prevailing  distress.  He  hod  hoped  that 
Kentucky  would  have  been  among  the  lost  that 
would  suffer,  although  he  knew  it  would  he 
among  the  first  to  feci  and  manifest  its  sympa- 
thy fur  the  snfferings  of  others.  But  tiie  blight 
has  reached  her ;  and  what  State,  what  inters 
est,  sooner  or  later,  must  not      ite  influence  t 

[Mr.  Cls;  continued  to  speak  at  great  length 
upon  the  topics  uf  the  memoifad,  and  was  roUowe4 
by  Mr.  Talbnadi^  and  Hr.  Clajton  oa  the  same  nde.] 
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TmamxTy  Febniary  27. 
Public  Dittreta. 
Ifr.  Wbbsteb  said  that  he  had  sundry  me- 
morials to  prescDt,  on  the  subject  which  had  so 
niach  occupied  the  attention  of  the  Senate. 
After  describing  thein,  Hr.  W.  sidd  he  shonld 
Mk  tliat  thex  may  be  read  and  referred  to  the 
Oommittce  on  Finance,  llie  first  wan  from  all 
tb«  banks,  their  oresidents  and  directors,  of  the 
town  of  New  Beaford.  They  pray  Congress  to 
take  ininiediate  measnres  for  the  relief  of  the 

E resent  distress  of  the  country.  Mr.  W.  said 
e  had  had  this  memorial  in  his  possession  for 
eight  or  ten  days,  but  Lad  not  before  bad  an 
opportunity  of  presenting  it.  The  next  was  a 
memorial  from  the  coanty  of  Warren,  in  the 
State  of  New  Torh,  signed  by  808  persons,  on 
tiie  same  snlfject.  They  say  that  the  m^or  part 
of  them  are  persons  who  have  been  friendly 
to  the  present  administration  of  the  General 
Guremment.  They  state  the  distress  in  their 
sectioQ  of  the  coontry  to  be  such  as  has  been 
represented  in  other  papers  of  a  similar  character 
from  other  parts  of  the  country.  It  was  proper 
for  bim  to  state,  Mr.  W.  said,  that  this  petition 
waa  addressed  to  him,  for  a  reason  not  very 
Tumatural — the  petitioners  supposed  his  views 
more  in  accordance  with  theirs,  on  the  subject 
of  the  memorial,  than  were  those  of  the  Sena- 
tors from  their  State. 

The  third  was  a  memorial  on  the  same  sulgect 
from  866  citizens  in  the  connty  of  Northamp- 
ton, in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  He  had 
reason  to  believe  that  this  memorial  was  most 
respectably  as  well  as  nmneronsly  signed ;  and 
tliat  it  embraced  the  most  respectable  portion 
of  the  popnlatlon  of  the  county.  This  last 
memorhu  had  been  sent  to  bim  for  similar  rea- 
sons with  those  which  induced  the  New  York 
memorialists  to  send  to  him  theirs.  Mr.  W. 
thought  it  due  to  the  New  York  Senators,  as 
well  as  to  those  from  Pennsylvania,  who  have 
had  memorials  of  this  character  to  present,  to 
say,  that  they  have  presented  tbem  in  the  most 
decorous  and  respectfnl  manner.  He  asked  that 
the  memorials  be  read  and  referred  to  the  Oom- 
ndttee  on  finance,  which  was  done  accordingly. 


MoaiuT,  Varoh  8. 

DtAaimare  MoMtial. 

Ur.  Clattok  prraented  a  memorial  signed 
1^  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty  citizens 
of  the  county  of  Newcastle,  in  the  State  of 
Delaware,  praying  the  restoration  of  the  public 
deposits  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stat^  and 
the  permanent  establishment  of  a  sound  and 
uniform  cnrrency.  After  stating  the  contents 
of  the  memorial,  tfr.  O.  observ^,  that  it  had 
been  deliTmed  to  him  by  n  delegation  composed 
of  gentlemen  of  the  fint  respeetuiillty,  qipointed 
at  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Uut  connty, 
held  at  the  city  o£  'Wilmington,  on  the  2Sn 
otUmo,  and  represented  to  be  the  largeat  as- 


[Seutb. 

semblage  at  that  place  within  the  recollection 
of  those  who  attended  it.  The  memorial,  said 
Mr.  is  signed  by  a  majority  of  all  the  legal 
voters  of  the  only  county  in  the  State  which 
has  ever  expressed  an  opinion  by  a  plurality  of 
votes  at  any  election  in  &vor  of  the  present 
Chief  Magistrate  of  the  United  States.  Men  of 
all  parties,  oS  lUl  trades  and  profesaiona,  of  all 
the  grades  of  life,  whether  rich  or  poor,  farm- 
ers, mannfaetarem,  merchants,  mechanics,  and 
laborers,  have  concurred  in  the  expresuon  of 
that  sentiment  which  is  now  pervading  all  the 
ranks  and  classes  of  men,  In  otlier  sections  of 
the  Union,  that  the  appropriate  remedy  for  the 
distresses  of  the  conntry  is  the  restoration  of 
the  public  treasure  to  the  public  agent  primarily 
appointed  by  Congress  to  receive  it.  [Mr.  C. 
then  proceeded  at  great  length  to  expatiate 
npon  all  the  topics  of  the  memorial,  and  to 
enforce  its  prayer  for  redress.] 


Tdisdat,  Ifarch  4. 

Philadelphia  Se$olution». 

The  Chair  commonicated  the  proceedings  of, 
and  resolutions  adopted  at,  a  town  meeting  in 
Philadelphia,  of  a  large  nnmber  of  its  citizens, 
who  describe  themselves  friendly  to  the  admin* 
istration,  and  opposed  to  the  United  States 
Bank,  but  remonstrating  against  the  removal 
of  the  public  deposits,  as  impoUtio,  nnjnst,  and 
in  violation  of  the  pnblic  faidi ;  and  asnibing 
the  pecnniary  embarraasmmts  of  the  conntry 
to  tlut  measure. 

Mr.  Clat  wiihed  to  make  a  few  ohservationa 
on  the  subject.  These  rasolntions  and  proceed- 
ings, he  said,  emanated  from  a  large  meeting 
of  the  real,  genuine,  and  practical  friends  of 
Qeneral  Jackson,  as  would  be  seen  on  referring 
to  tbem,  and  we  have  been  told,  sfud  he,  by  the 
public  prints,  that  the  assemblage  amounted  to 
several  thousand.  He  bad  hoped  that,  consid- 
ering the  qnarter  from  whence  the  memorial 
came,  that  some  friend  of  the  administration 
would  have  got  np ;  and  he  expresssed  his  satis- 
faction that  one  memorial,  at  least,  had  come 
from  the  exolndve  friends  of  their  party.  It 
has  hitherto  been  said,  that  all  the  a^ntation  on 
this  question  was  a  party  movement,  intended 
to  cerate  against  the  administration ;  bat  he 
trusted  that  gentlemen  would  now  acknowledge 
that  this  memorial,  in  addition  to  others,  gave 
sufficient  evidence  that  this  was  not  a  party 
question. 

Here  we  see,  said  Mr.  C,  as  the  proceedings 
will  tell  us,  the  pure,  genuine,  and  unadulterated 
friends  of  General  Jackson,  memorializing  Con- 
gress on  this  all-absorbing  question,  and  speaking 
of  their  grievances,  with  their  hopes  and  wishes 
for  redress ;  md  yet  we  see  them  about  to  be 
referred,  without  any  notice,  any  rmiark  from 
the  friends  of  the  admlnistradon,  ur  any  answer 
to  the  cries  of  distress  whioh  the  memorialists 
oonvey.  He  had  listened  with  great  plessnn 
to  the  reading  of  the  memorial,  and  was  i^eaaed 
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to  find  that,  notwithstaudiDK  the  extent  of  the 
attachment  professed  for  the  Ezecative,  the 
memorialists  were  opposed  to  the  measnres 
which  had  prodiioed  so  much  embarrassment 
and  distress.  He  was  pleased,  also,  to  find  that 
the  memorialists'  nnderstood  the  inevitable  con- 
sequenoes  of  the  Ezecntive  measares,  the  estab- 
lishment of  another  and  a  more  capacioas  bank 
on  the  ruins  of  the  present  one.  After  such 
declarations  as  these,  coming  from  the  imme- 
diate friends  and  supporters  of  the  Executive, 
he  trasted  that  no  Senator  would  rise  in  his 
place,  and  eaj  that  the  memorials  pouring  in 
npon  OS  daily,  notwithstanding  all  the  evidences 
to  tlie  contrary,  were  got  up  for  political  effect ; 
and  hoped  they  would  believe  that  the  ultimate 
object  of  them  was  to  arrest  that  course  of  pro- 
ceeding which  had  resulted  in  such  ruinous  con- 
sequences.  The  memorialists,  it  seemed,  well 
understood  the  subject  on  which  they  appealed 
to  the  GouRress  of  the  United  States.  Was 
there  a  candid  man  in  the  country  who  would 
say,  that,  with  at  least  five  hundred  State  banks, 
with  twenty-four  States  who  have  tlie  right  to 
establish  as  many  banks  in  addition  as  they 
please,  and  three  Tenitories,  Florida,  Arkansas, 
and  ICiehigan,  about  to  be  adnutted  into  the 
Union,  who  win  have  the  same  rights,  with 
twenty-seven  State  Governments  then,  who 
will  have  the  right  to  establish  banks  at  will, 
when  it  is  recollected  that  in  the  times  of  the 
old  Bank  of  the  United  States  there  was  not  one 
bank  in  ten  to  what  there  is  now ;  with  all  this, 
he  said,  will  any  candid  man  pretend  to  say, 
that  the  Qovernment  of  the  United  States  can 
get  along  without  a  national  bank  ? 

The  memorial  was  referred,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Ehode  lalavd  Senator. 

Ur.  PoiNDum,  from  the  seleot  oommittee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  credentials  of  the 
Honorable  Asasa  Bobbinb  and  Eushi.  B.  Pot- 
nn,  on  the  subject  of  ttie  contest  between  those 
two  gentlemen  for  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  made  a 
report,  which  Mr.  P.  read  at  the  Secretary's 
table,  adverse  to  the  cltums  of  Mr.  Potteb,  and 
fovorable  to  the  right  of  Ur.  Bobbins,  the  sit- 
ting member,  to  his  seat. 

Mr.  PoiimaxTEB  wished  to  move  the  printing 
of  the  report  and  the  documents.  He  cnder- 
stood  that  the  minority  of  the  committee 
wanted  to  aabmit  a  counter  report,  and  he 
wished  to  give  them  time  for  that  purpose,  and 
when  the  report  came  up  for  consideration,  he 
would  submit  his  views, 

Mr.  Wbioht  sdd  be  was  bonnd,  in  justice  to 
himself  and  to  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Bivbs,)  who,  it  would  be  recol- 
lected by  the  Senate,  was  a  member  of  this 
select  committee,  but  who  had  upon  a  lute  day, 
resigned  his  seat  in  this  body,  to  state  a  few 
facta  in  relation  to  the  proceedings  of  the  com- 
mittee. According  to  bis  recollection,  the 
meeting  of  the  committee  to  dedde  the  import- 
ant mattera  referred  to  it  was  held  three  weeks 


[Hakch,  18S4. 

a^  on  Saturday  last.  At  that  meeting  the 
views  of  each  member  of  the  committee  were 
fhlly  expressed,  and  it  was  found  that  himself 
and  his  honorable  friend  from  Virginia,  enter* 
t^ned  the  same  opinions,  and  that  their  opinions 
differed  with  those  entertained  by  the  other 
three  members  of  the  committee.  He,  Mr.  W., 
then  understood  that  the  report  of  the  majority 
of  the  committee  would  be  drawn  up  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  minority  at  a  much  earlier  period ; 
but  he  found  no  fault  with  the  treatment  which 
the  minority  of  the  committee  had  received 
from  the  majority.  He  knew,  from  his  own 
experience,  bow  little  time  uiy  member  of  the 
Senate  could  get,  from  his  other  duties,  to  think 
and  write  upon  subjects  so  important  as  those 
submitted  to  this  select  committee.  The  honor- 
able chairman  of  the  committee,  as  much  pressed 
with  other  official  duties  as  any  other  member 
of  the  body,  had  found  it  necessary  to  retain 
the  papers  on  which  the  report  was  to  be  pre- 
dicated until  the  present  time,  to  enable  bim  to 
draw  up  the  report  of  the  m^ority  of  the  com- 
mittee; and  his  (Mr.  W.'s)  knowledge  of  the 
oase  enabled  him  to  say,  that  no  person  oonld 
write  a  report  upon  this  subject  wltbont  the 
possesBsion  irf  the  papers  before  the  committee. 
Such  had  been  tne  course  permitted  to  the 
parties  by  the  committee,  that  those  papera 
were  indispensable  in  drawing  a  report  taking 
either  side  of  the  great  questions. 

He,  Mr.  "W.,  by  the  resignation  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  was  now  left  alone  as  the 
minority  of  the  committee,  and  unexpectedly 
the  labor  of  drawing  up  a  report,  expressing  the 
opinion  of  the  minority  of  the  committee,  was 
devolved  npon  him ;  as  before  the  resignation 
of  the  honorable  Senator,  it  was  underwood  be- 
tween them,  that  that  able  uid  mnoh  more  oom- 

rntindindaalshoaldperformthatlabor.  He, 
W-  should  have  asked  the  Senate  to  elect 
a  member  of  the  committee  to  fill  the  vacanojr 
occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  his  bonondrle 
friend,  hod  it  not  been  for  the  fbct  that  the  oase 
had  been  finally  decided  by  the  oommittee 
before  that  event  happened ;  but,  with  his  best 
reflection  upon  the  subject,  he  hsid  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  placing,  at  this  late  period  of 
their  action,  a  new  member  upon  the  oommit- 
tee, would  give  little  aid  to  their  deliberationB, 
while  it  would  impose  an  arduous  labcv  npm 
some  member  of  the  Senate. 

A  question  had  been  suggested  in  the  com- 
mittee as  to  the  right,  under  the  rules  and  prac- 
tice of  the  Senate,  of  the  minority  of  its  com- 
mittees  to  submit  a  report  His  present  object 
was  to  say,  that  himself  and  nis  colteagoe 
before  named  upon  the  committee,  had  discoraed 
this  subject,  and  in  view  of  the  importance  of 
the  questions  involved,  they  bad  considered  it 
to  be  their  duty  to  present  their  views  to  tiie 
Senate,  in  case  it  should  be  considered  admis- 
sible for  them  to  do  so.  He  was  awaro  that  he 
ought  to  have  been  prepared,  at  this  time,  to 
submit  those  views,  but  want  of  possessitm  of 
the  papers  had  prevented  him  team  having 
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made  tliat  preparation,  and  hia  expectation, 
entertained  until  one  week  ago  on  Saturday 
last,  that  the  Senator  from  Virginia  woold  per- 
form the  labor,  famished  another  reason  for  bis 
■want  of  preparation. 

He  woold  now  snbmit  to  the  Senate  the  dis- 
po^tion  of  the  whole  matter,  dedaring  his  dis- 
pontioD,  according  to  his  best  ability,  to  dis- 
ehaige  bis  iatj  as  a  member  of  the  ooinniittee, 
but  entertidQing  no  feeling  as  to  the  course 
which  the  Senate  shonld  indinate.  The  honor- 
able diairmau  had  moved  the  printing  of  the 
report  of  the  m^oritj,  and  if  the  Senate  should 
BO  order,  and  no  other  expression  should  be  made, 
he  shonld  feel  it  to  be  his  duty,  as  soon  as  he 
oonld  obtain  the  possession  of  the  papers  from 
the  committee,  to  draw  np  a  report  containing 
the  views  of  the  minority  of  the  committee,  so 
far  as  they  came  in  conflict  with  those  which 
had  been  given  to  the  Senate  by  the  majority. 
Still,  if  snch  a  report  would  not  be  received  by 
the  Senate,  he  desired  to  be  saved  the  labor  of 
nuikii^  it,  and,  therefore,  he  hoped  such  exprea- 
rtoA  would  be  now  made  as  might  direct  him 
as  to  his  duty.  For  himseli^  he  felt  no  anxiety 
whatever,  bnt  rothM-  regretted  ikeX  this  respon- : 
able  duty  had  devolved  upon  him ;  bnt  noder 
the  circumstances,  and  standing  alone  In  the 
minority,  he  felt  so  strongly  the  importance  of 
the  questions,  that  he  should  not  shrink  from 
the  attempt  to  present  his  views  of  them,  in 
case  they  would  be  received  by  the  Senate,  and 
in  that  event  those  views  should  be  presented 
at  the  earliest  day  at  which  hia  oUier  dnties, 
and  the  possesdon  of  the  papers,  would  enable 
him  to  give  them. 

Mr.  Cut  s^d  that  the  time  had  arrived  for 
proceeding  to  the  orders  of  the  day ;  bnt  he 
would  say,  that  the  parliamentary  propriety  of 
blowing  a  fxmnter  report  of  a  committee,  no 
doubt,  was  not  warranted  by  usage,  as  it  bad 
bew  ^iplied  in  tiiis  country,  until  within  a  few 
Tears  past.  As  regarded  the  practice  of  the 
Senate  on  this  subject,  he  not  know  what 
it  was,  but  he  thought  it  a  bad  one  to  intro- 
duce. He  had  no  objection  to  receiving  the 
report  of  the  minority,  but  be  wished  now  to 
move  the  postponement  of  the  snl^ect  till  to- 
morrow, and  proceed  to  the  condderation  of 
the  q>edal  order. 

Mr.  Erao,  of  Alabama,  was  aware  that,  until 
a  late  period,  it  was  not  the  practice  to  present 
oounter  reports ;  it  grew  np  in  the  House  of 
Bepresentadves,  and  this  morning  there  were 
two  reports  made  in  that  body  on  the  same 
subject.  A  few  years  since,  the  question  was 
raised  in  this  body.  A  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  presented  a  majority  report  on  the 
subject  of  reducing  the  dnty  on  imported  iron ; 
a  Senator  from  New  Jersey  presorted '  the 
minority  repori;,  on  the  permission  of  the 
Senate.  The  report  was  received,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enabling  the  minority  fiurly  and  rally 
to  express  their  views  and  opinions.  He  hoped 
the  Tiew  of  the  gentienum  from  Kentucky 
would  not  be  carried  hito  effisct.  If  the  report 


[Seiuxb. 

could  be  sent  back  to  the  committee,  so  that 
the  opinions  of  both  the  majority  and  minority 
coald  be  presented  in  one  view,  he  thought  it 
would  be  the  preferable  coarse. 

Mr.  Chambers  recollected  the  case  alluded  to 
by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  and  if  his 
otject  was  to  recommit  this  report,  he  thought 
if  the  gentleman  examined  it  more  closely,  he 
would  find  himself  mistaken  in  the  extent  to 
which  he  siqiposed  the  precedent  went,  as  a 
jostifieation  m  a  minority  report,  [Mr.  O.  here 
read  an  extract  from  the  Senate  Jonmal.]  Here 
there  was  no  recommitment.  In  the  progress 
of  the  procee^ng,  the  mimnlty  presented  a 
paper  expressive  of  their  views,  which  was 
received,  and  he  was  willing  to  extend  the  same 
indulgence  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York. 

Mr,  Oalhouk  said  be  was  in  the  Chair  on 
the  occasion  alluded  to,  and  had  a  distinct 
recollection  of  it.  It  was  submitted  as  a  paper, 
and  printed  as  a  paper,  not  as  a  report. 

Mr.  KiNQ  replied,  toat  the  mincaity  made  a 
report^  and  it  purported  to  be  the  reptnt  of  a 
minority  of  the  committee,  call  it  by  what 
name  you  please,  and  it  was  also  ordered  to  be 

}>rinted.  what  distinotion  was  there  in  calling 
t  a  paper,  when  it  was  a  report,  and  was  called 
a  report?  Now  he  was  anxious  to  know  the 
grounds,  not  only  on  which  the  m^iority,  but 
also  the  minority,  founded  their  opinions ;  and 
when  a  subject  of  so  much  importance  was 
presented  as  one  involving  the  right  of  an 
individual  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  it  was  highly  denrable  to  have  the 
whole  subject  before  us,  so  that  Senators  might 
be  enabled  to  examine  it  thoroughly.  He 
would  withdraw  his  motion  to  recommit  the 
report,  and  he  hoped  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  on  the  part  of  the  minority,  would  pre- 
sent his  views  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  WmoHT  said  it  was  immaterial  to  him 
what  disposition  was  made  of  the  question. 
His  object  was  to  discharge  his  duty  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committee,  to  the  best  of  his  ability, 
and  if  it  was  not  a  part  of  bis  duty  to  draw  up 
a  counter  report,  he  had  no  desire  to  do  it,  but 
if  it  was,  he  wonld  cheerfully  undertake  it. 
But  from  the  general  expression  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Alabama  and  others  on  the  subject, 
he  wonld  endeavor  to  do  his  duty  as  early  as  he 
oonld  getpoaaesaion  ot  the  papers  and  prepare 
the  report. 
The  report  was  (vdered  to  be  printed. 


Wednssdat,  March  5. 

Ur,  Fbsston  presented  the  credentials  of 
Bbnjahin  Watkins  Lkioh,  elected  a  Senator 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  to 
supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resigna- 
tion of  the  Hon.  Wiluaii  0.  Rivxs. 

The  credenUaU  of  Mr.  Leiqh  baving  been 
read,  the  oath  to  support  the  constituuon  of 
the  United  States  was  administered  to  him  by 
tiie  Yioi  Fbbbideiit. 


BkoAItloiidSmator. 
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Smx  County  (iT,  /.)  MemoriaU^ 

Mr.  FssLraQHUTBEN  said  he  had  received  two 
memorials,  from  a  very  respectable  portion  of 
his  fellow-citizens,  on  the  absorbing  sabjeot  of 
the  pnblio  deposite.  The  one,  said  he,  is  from 
three  hondraa  dtimw  of  the  township  of 
Or&Ojn,  In  the  oountj  of  Eeeex,  being  a  miyor- 
ityiff  the  legal  voters  Id  that  townsblpt,  as  now 
organized.  Jfy  friend  vlio  endoaed  the  memo- 
ri^  assores  me  that,  had  it  been  hoped  with 
good  reason  that  complaints  wonld  have  pre- 
viUled  here,  nine-tenths  of  the  town^ip  might 
have  been  readilj  obtained  as  memorialists. 
The  other,  sir,  is  from  the  adjacent  townfihip 
of  BloomSeldf  in  the  same  oonni^,  and  consists 
of  about  three  hundred  names,  being  a  clear 
minority  of  that  commnnitj.  So  that,  as  far 
as  the  pnblio  voice  of  the  people  has  reached 
ns,  the  Senators  who  represent  New  Jersey  are 
consoled  by  the  reflection  that  it  speaks  to  them 
in  oppodw>n  to  the  tenor  of  their  tnalmotlons 
from  the  legtslntnre.  On  the  whole,  I  will 
■ay,  Mr.  Pre^dent,  that  these  are  no  "  pot- 
bonse  politidans  4hey  are  the  nnew  of  onr 
naannfactnring  and  agricnltnral  strength.  No 
department  of  the  country  can  present  a  greater 
amount  of  respectable  intelligenoe  and  enter- 
prise, or  of  private  and  personal  worth,  and 
parity  of  ohuaoter. 


Fbidat,  March  7. 
LoTuxuter  County  (Pa.)  Manorial. 

Mr.  HoKb&h  presented  a  memorial,  signed 
by  2,600  or  8,000  of  the  citizens  of  Lancaster 
oonnty,  Pennsylvania,  corapluntog  of  pecuniary 
distress,  whion  they  ascribe  to  tlie  removal  of 
the  pnblic  deposits  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  praying  for  their  restoration,  Mr. 
McK.  moved  that  the  memorial  be  referred  to 
the  Oommittee  on  Finance,  and  be  printed  for 
the  nse  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Wbbstsb  would  not  interfere  with  the 
memorial  before  the  Senate,  uncalled  for ;  bnt 
he  thought  the  subject  of  sufficient  importance 
to  demand  some  notice.  He  wished  to  observe, 
that,  if  there  was  any  thing  that  could  impress 
on  the  minds  of  thcwe  who  lead  tiie  Govern- 
ment of  this  country,  a  conviction  of  the  neoes- 
uty  of  applying  a  prompt  and  efibctaal  remedy 
to  the  evils  broi^t  on  toe  coantry  by  Executive 
measures,  it  would  be  found  In  these  frequent 
memorials,  coming,  not  from  one  State  only, 
bnt  from  ail  the  States,  and  prooeedlng  not  from 
one  class  only,  bnt  from  all  tlie  varioua  classes 
of  the  community,  from  all  the  various  trades, 
occupations,  and  conditions,  of  our  fellow- 
citizens.  This  memorial  came  from  the  county 
of  Lancaster,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
was  signed  by  from  2,S00  to  8,000  of  its  citi- 
zens, and  it  was  well  known  to  t3\  the  members 
of  the  Senate,  that  this  was  one  of  the  most 
popnlons,  tiie  most  wealtiiy,  and  the  most 
beantlAiliwantieji  of  the  State.  Weabokuow, 
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sud  Mr.  W.,  that  Lancaster  is  strictly  an  agri- 
cnlturol  oounty.  It  did  not  depend  for  its 
wealth  on  the  mineral  productions  of  the  earth, 
nor  on  mannfactariug  or  commercial  enterprise. 
It  was  a  community  of  prosperous,  thriving, 
and  indortrious  fanners;  and  with  what  indus- 
try and  Bnccess  their  avooations  have  been  pnr- 
ened,  every  one  who  had  visited  tiiat  beantifiil 
valley  eonld  bear  witness.  HiIb  meraraial  oaina 
wholly  frora  the  agricultural  interest,  Sr, 
when  the  agrienltnral  interest  of  the  conntrjr 
comes  to  spmk,  it  must  be  and  dull  be  heard. 

PKUadelphia  Meehaniet'  MemoriaL 
Mr.  WiBBTBB  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
building  mechanics  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia: 
which,  on  Mr.  W.*0  motion,  was  read,  referred 
to  the  Oommittee  on  Finance,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed.  On  the  introduction  of  the  memo* 
rial- 
Mr.  W.  addressed  the  Ohair  at  length. 
I  rise,  sir,  s^d  Mr.  W.,  to  perfonn  a  pleadng 
dn^.  It  ia  to  li^  before  the  Senate  the  pro- 
ceedings of  a  meeting  of  the  baling  meohai^ 
of  the  city  and  eonnty  of  Philadelphia,  con- 
vened for  uie  purpose  ot  ezpresdng  their  opin- 
ions on  the  present  state  of  the  ooontry,  on  the 
24th  of  February.  Thid  meeting  consisted  of 
three  thonsand  persons,  and  was  composed  ci 
carpenters,  masons,  briokmakers,  bricklayerF, 

fiainters  and  glaziers,  lime-bnrners,  plasterers, 
umber  merchants,  and  others,  whose  occupa- 
tions are  oonnected  with  the  building  of  houses, 
I  am  proud,  sir,  tbat  so  respectable,  so  import- 
ant, and  so  snbstanttal  a  class  of  meohanios, 
have  intrusted  me  with  the  presentment  of 
their  opinions  and  fbelinga,  reapeoiinff  the  pree- 
ent  distress  of  the  oonntry,  to  the  Senate,  I 
am  liatipy  if  they  have  seen,  in  the  oonrse  pnr^ 
sued  b^  me  here,  a  policy  favorable  to  the 
protection  of  their  interest,  and  the  prosperity 
of  their  families.  These  intelli^nt  and  sensi- 
ble men,  these  highly  useful  citizens,  have  wit- 
nessed the  effect  of  the  late  measures  of  Gov- 
ernment upon  their  own  concerns;  and  the 
resolutions  which  I  have  now  to  present,  ftally 
express  their  convictions  on  the  subject.  They 
propose  not  to  reason,  bnt  to  testii^;  th^ 
speak  what  they  do  know. 


KoNBAT,  March  10. 
MtmaehuieU*  M^Uttiaju, 

Mr.  SitsBSB  said  that  he  had  received  frmn 

the  Governor  of  Massachusetts  a  copy  of  reso- 
lutions which  had  recently  been  adopted  by 
the  legislature  of  that  State,  in  relation  to  tiie 
carrenoy,  and  to  the  removal  of  the  deposits 
of  the  public  money  from  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States. 

That  these  resolntions  (which  passed  one 
branch  of  that  legislature  with  but  a  single  dis- 
senting vote,  and  the  other  branch  by  a  vote 
of  three  hundred  and  seven  to  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five)  eiqtressed  the  sentfanents  of  a  la^ 
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midority  fif  the  legUlatore,  recently  aasembled 
at  Boston  firom  erety  part  of  the  common- 
wealth, and  who  eamea  with  them  a  knowl- 
edge the  present  and  past  condition  of  the 
agricaltQral,  commennal,  mannftctnring,  and 
dthflr  great  interests  of  uiat  State. 

Kr.  S.  thought  these  resolntions  would  not 
have  been  sent  here  if  the  existing  pecuniary 
embarrassmentfi  of  the  coontry  were  not  so 
oppressive  as,  in  the  jndgment  of  those  who 
sent  them,  to  call  londly  for  the  interposition 
of  'Congress  to  relieve  them.  Mr.  S.  asid  it 
was  inconceivable  to  him  that  any  one,  who 
liad  either  ears  to  hear  or  eyes  to  see,  conld 
longer  entertain  a  donbt  that  there  was,  from 
BtHoe  canae  or  other,  a  heavy  preamre  in  the 
money  raarketa  of  those  aectioos  of  the  country 
where  aoeh  pressures  are  generally  first  felt, 
and  that  this  pressure  must  and  wonld  reach 
tbe  other,  and  all  the  other  sections  of  the 
conntry,  if  not  already  there.  Yet  be  (Mr.  8.) 
nnderstood  that  there  were  some,  though  he 
believed  not  many,  who  even  now  not  only 
doubted,  but  even  denied  the  existence  of  any 
meh  disbeaa  ot  pressure. 


TDXBDA.T,  March  11. 

Burlinffttm  (Fit.)  Msmoriat 

iSi.  PjtisnsB  said  that  a  memorial  had  been 
tranamitted  to  him  from  Vermont,  praying  for 
a  reatoratton  of  the  public  deporits  to  the  Bank 
of  the  ITnited  States,  which  he  was  requested 
to  present  to  tihe  Senate.  The  m^orial,  said 
Mr.  is  ngned  by  one  hundred  and  thirty  of 
tbe  principal  business  men  of  Burlington,  the 
chief  commercial  and  trading  town  in  the  State. 
With  a  very  ooasiderable  number  of  the  memo- 
zifllists  I  am  personally  acquainted,  and  know 
them  to  be  men  of  intelligence  and  respecta- 
bility, some  of  them  holding  an  eminent  rank 
in  the  State  for  their  intellectual  qualities  and 
moral  worth.  They  are  men  altogether  inca- 
pable of  sending  to  this  body,  under  tbeir  own 
iignatores,  groundless  representational  or  com- 
]^nt8  ongiuatiog  either  in  fiction  or  a  spirit 
of  hostility  to  the  administration ;  and  I  fee] 
every  assurance  that  they  are  neither  influenced 
by  any  party  prepoasesiHOiis,  nor  have  in  view 
any  party  purpMea.  Some  of  them  have  long 
been  known  as  avowed  active  fViends  of  the 
administration ;  and  there  ia  no  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  they  are  moved  by  any  other  than 
the  purest  and  most  patriotic  motives.  In  com- 
municating their  complaints  and  opinions  to 
Congress  at  this  critiofd  and  alarming  juncture, 
they  perform  a  duty  which  tbey  owe  to  them- 
i^ves,  and  the  community  In  which  they  dwell, 
ind  Utey  do  it,  sir,  in  the  languf^e,  and  I  may 
«dd,  wiui  the  spirit  and  independence,  which 
beccmie  tnemtn.  They  trust  that  the  inquiry 
bare  will  be,  not  whether  the  popularity  of  a 
high  individual,  or  the  strengui  of  party,  is 
suffitnent  to  sosttun  the  recent  puUio  measure 
ag^nst  which  they  oompUn,  but  whether  the 
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measure  is  right  and  just  in  itseU^  and  consist- 
ent, in  its  operations,  with  the  welfare  of  tiw 
conntry. 

Ifeto  Jersey  Petitions. 

Mr.  Fbbunoeutssn  said  he  had  been  re- 
quested to  present  a  memorial  from  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty-four  of  his  fellow-citizens  of  Pater- 
son,  New  Jersey.  I  am  assured  (said  he)  by  the 
respectable  committee  who  transmitted  this 
memorial,  that  it  is,  with  few  exceptions,  signed 
by  all  the  business  men  of  tbnt  town,  and  by 
a  majority  of  the  legal  voters.  The  memorial- 
ists deplore  the  derangement  of  our  currency, 
oGcanoned,  aa  they  believed,  by  the  hostile  atti- 
tude assumed  by  the  adminUlmtioii  against 
the  Bank  of  the  united  States.  To  show,  sir, 
the  disastrous  influence  of  the  late  rash  measure 
of  the  Executive,  I  will  make  a  shtnt  statistioil 
extract  from  the  statements  of  my  correspond- 
ents. The  number  of  spindles  in  operation,  in 
1882,  was  48,489.  Owing  to  the  extreme 
pressure  of  the  times,  the  proprietors  of  24,680 
spindles  in  Paterson,  and  5,180  in  its  immediate 
vicinity,  have  been  obliged  to  suspend  their 
operations.  The  number  of  spindles  now  stopped 
would  have  required  an  annual  supply  of  2,200,- 

000  lbs.  of  cotton.   In  view  of  tiiese  results, 

1  beg  leave  to  ask,  can  it  be,  sir,  that  tbey  have 
been  produced  by  a  factitious  panic,  manufbctur- 
edberet  Can  itbe.  that  amere  artificial  excite- 
ment has  fenced  uie  dinflBe,  paralyzed  enter- 
prise, and  driven  thousands  of  my  fellow-citi- 
zens upon  an  almost  hopeless  search  after  em- 
ployment f  When  gentlemen  make  these  state- 
ments, I  respecttully  insist  upon  excepting  my 
constituents  from  its  operation.  Sir,  they  are 
made  of  sterner  material  than  to  wait  for  indi- 
cations here  or  anywhere,  to  regulate  their 
judgments  or  prompt  their  feelings. 

And,  Mr.  President,  I  have  the  consolation  to 
know  that  many  of  those  in  the  confidence  of 
the  Executive,  think  as  I  do,  of  this  measure. 
The  honorable  Senator  from  Georgia,  (Mr. 
FonaTTH,)  of  whom  I  may  say  without  diq)ar' 
Bgement,  that  no  Senator  more  ablj^  sustains 
and  vindicates  the  policy  of  the  administration, 
informed  us,  some  time  since,  that  he  could 
not  have  advised  to  the  removal  of  the  pobllo 
deposits  in  the  time  and  manner  of  the  act; 
and,  on  yesterday,  his  honorable  colleague 
assured  us,  that  in  a  recent  journey  through 
six  of  our  States,  he  ascertained  that  the  pubfio 
very  generally  condemned  the  course  of  the 
Executive,  on  this  subject ;  and  the  latter  gen- 
tleman thought  that,  had  we  been  content 
to  call  it  a  mistake,  instead  of  an  encroachment, 
there  would  have  been  a  decided  expression 
of  dissatisfaction  by  two-thirds  of  both  Houses 
of  Congress.  Now,  sir,  with  all  this  amount 
of  adverse  opinion,  I  am  instructed  by  the  leg- 
islature of  New  Jersey  to  sustain,  by  "my 
votes  and  influence,  the  course  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  1"  When  the  administration 
shall  harmonize  with  itself  on  this  point ;  when 
its  best  friends  shall  conolnde  to  approve  of  the 
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coarse  of  tbe  Secretary,  then,  sir,  I  wUl  think 
of  the  matter  more  seriously,  fiat,  aatil  then, 
I  choose,  with  the  independence  of  a  fireeman, 
to  follow  tlie  lead  of  mj  own  rincere  and  deep 
oouTiotlon. 


Wbdnxsdat,  March  13. 
Memorial  /rom  PeUnbttrg. 
Ur.  Leioh  said  he  rose  to  present  a  memo- 
rii^  on  the  subject  which  had  so  long  agitated, 
was  still  af^tating,  and  would,  he  feared,  bat  too 
long  continne  to  distract  this  great  and  lately 
floorishing  country ;  the  Senate  wonld  nnder- 
Btand,  of  coarse,  that  he  alluded  to  the  subject 
of  Uie  deposits.  It  was  a  memorial  from  the 
mer^umts,  mannfactnrers,  mechanics,  and  othw 
dtizena  of  the  town  of  Petersburg,  in  Virginia ; 
a  town  always  distrngaished  for  its  steady  luher- 
enoe  to  repahlican  princioles,  and  whidi,  he 
took  upon  himself  to  say,  Jiad  giren  as  many 
and  signal  proob  of  patriotism  and  devotion  to 
the  interest,  the  honor,  and  the  happineus  of 
the  nation,  as  any  town  in  the  Union.  Its 
export  trade  consisted  chiefly  in  t^e  two  staples 
of  cotton  and  tobacco;  and  the  memorialists 
were  perfectly  competent  to  judge  of  the  effects 
of  pnblio  fiieasnres  on  their  own  interests  and 
those  of  the  country  of  wbioh  their  town  was 
the  home  martlet.  [Mr.  L.  oonUnned  to  speak 
at  great  lengUi  on  the  topics  contained  in  the 
memoriaL} 

The  Senate  resamed  the  consideration  of  the 
special  order,  b«ng  Mr.  Clat*s  resolutions,  &o., 
on  the  subject  of  the  removal  of  the  deposits 
from  the  Bank  of  tbe  United  States. 

Mr.  Tallmadqe  addressed  the  Senate  as  fol- 
lows: 

The  first  resolation  alleges  an  illegal  and 
unconstitutional  exercise  of  power  by  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States.  It  involves  matters 
of  high  import.  It  goes  to  the  very  structure 
of  the  Government ;  to  the  principles  on  which 
onr  whole  political  &brio  is  based.  It  InTolves 
the  distribution  of  the  powers  of  the  Oovem- 
ment  under  the  constitution,  and  the  exen^ 
«S  those  powers  by  tiie  respective  departments 
to  which  they  are  asdgned.  It  becomes  ns, 
therefore,  to  enter  upon  the  examination  of 
such  a  subject,  with  all  the  candor  and  moder- 
ation which  its  importance  demands ;  and  not 
rashly  undertake  to  unsettle  or  overturn  prin- 
ciples which  the  wi^om  of  onr  ancestors  estab- 
lished, and  which  our  own  experience  in  their 
practical  operation  has  fonnd  so  salutary. 

The  powers  of  the  Government  are  divided 
into  legislative,  executive,  and  Judicial.  This 
was  the  first  and  fandamental  proposition  adopt- 
ed by  the  convention  that  framed  the  constitu- 
tion; and  fh}m  this  sprung  the  subsequent  or- 

fanifi^on  of  the  Government  This  was  the 
aus  of  the  constitution  in  the  distribution  of 
its  powers.  It  was  the  theory  of  tbe  constitu- 
tion to  keep  tiiem  sqnrate  and  ^stinct.  The 
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history  of  other  nations  had  shown  that  tbe 
union  of  these  powers  was  inconsistent  with  freo 
govenunent  Otiier  Governments  have  been 
more  or  less  free,  in  proportion  as  these  powers 
have  been  separated  or  united.  This  separation 
and  distribution  beesme  a  settied  maxim  with 
the  American  peojde,  at  the  time  of  the  adop- 
tion of  tbe  constitution.  To  this  wo  may  ^ 
tribute  the  great  freedom  which  we  have  en- 
joyed, beyond  any  other  people,  in  ancient  or 
modern  times.  Being  thus  separated,  the  object 
has  been,  and  should  be,  to  confine  the  exercise 
of  each  to  its  proper  sphere.  It  will  be  my 
purpose  to  show,  that  the  Prendent  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  exercise  of  the  power  comphuned 
of  in  the  resolution  under  consideration,  acted 
within  the  limit  of  Executive  authority,  as  pre- 
scribed by  the  cmstitntion;  that  any  other  oon- 
struotion  would  deprive  him  of  the  power  be- 
lonraig  to  the  Executive  department,  and  there- 
by impidr  that  fandamental  principle  which 
alone  gives  secnrity  and  stability  to  our  system. 

By  the  constitution,  "  the  executive  power 
shall  be  vested  in  a  President  of  the  United 
States  of  America."  The  President's  power, 
then,  depends  on  the  limit  assigned  to  the  exec- 
utive power.  To  ascertwn  that  limit,  it  is 
neceasary  to  inqaire  into  its  nature  and  object. 
'Phe  inconveniences  which  were  experienced  by 
the  old  Continental  Congress,  in  respect  to  the 
powers  of  Government  exercised  by  it,  and  the 
manner  of  its  exercise,  subsequently  led  to 
the  adoption,  by  the  States,  of  the  articles  of 
confMerstion.  Many  difBcolties  were  obviated 
by  these  articles  of  perpetual  union.  Still,  there 
were  defects  inherent  in  the  very  nature  of  the 
systffln  of  Government  thus  adopted.  Experi- 
ence soon  pcdnted  them  ont;  and  amongst  tnem 
was  a  vetT  prominent  one,  namely,  "  the  organ- 
ization of  the  whole  powers  of  tiie  General 
Government  in  a  single  assembly,  without  any 
separate  or  distinct  distribution  of  the  execu- 
tive, judicial,  and  legislative  functions."  The 
want  of  a  National  Executive  was  deemed  one 
of  the  most  fatal  defects  of  the  confederatiom 
All  the  powers  of  Government  were  vested  in 
a  dngle  body.  The  ezeontaon  of  many  of  its 
most  important  powers  was  intrusted  to  a  com- 
mittee composea  of  one  member  from  each  State. 
This  committee  was  anthorized  to  sit  during  the 
recess  of  Congress,  and  under  certain  lindtations 
and  restrictions,  could  exercise  the  same  powers 
that  Congress  itself  conid  exercise  whilst  in 
session.  In  the  convention  tbat  framed  the 
constitution,  so  apparent  was  this  defect,  that 
the  proposition  to  establish  a  National  lUecn- 
tive  seems  to  have  met  with  universal  appro- 
bation. There  was,  however,  some  diversity 
of  opinion  on  the  question,  wnether  the  Exec- 
utive should  consist  of  a  single  person,  or  of  a 
plurali^  of  persons.  An  exammation  of  the 
nature  of  the  Executive  office  soon  satisfied  the 
convention  that  its  powers  could  be  much  more 
advantageously  and  safety  exercised  by  one 
than  by  sevem.  They  had  before  them  the 
history  of  otiier  nations;  many  wldoh  bad 
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«l«med  the  name  of  r^ublios:  and,  in  eveiy 
instance,  it  was  found  that  the  diviaion  of 
execotivepower  had  led  to  die  most  disastroos 
lesnlta.  Examples  from  Soman  histoiy  were 
presented,  of  uie  misohief  which  had  grown 
ont  of  the  disenssions  between  the  conanb  and 
military  tribnneB.  TTnitj,  therefore,  in  the 
Execntive  department  ot  the  Government, 
was  deemed  essential  to  secure  energy  and 
ret^naibility.  'Withoat  ene^y  and  responsi- 
bility, the  GoTemment,  it  was  perceived,  would 
not  answer  the  pnrpose  of  its  creation.  The 
want  of  these  qnalitaes  bad  been  severely  felt 
daring  the  war  of  the  reTotntion,  ont  of  which 
the  country  had  but  recently  emerged.  One 
of  the  learned  authors  of  ^e  Federalist  sommed 
vp  the  argnment  on  this  snbject  willi  this  em- 
pbatio  langtiflae :  *'  A  feeUe  Ezeoative  implies 
a&eUeexecntionof  theGoTemment.  Afeiable 
ezeeutum  is  but  another  i^urase  for  a  bad  exe- 
cution ;  and  a  Government  iU  exeonted,  what- 
ever may  be  its  theory,  most  be,  in  practice,  a 
bad  government." 

If  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  rect^ized 
as  the  bead  of  a  Department,  from  whom  the 
president  has  a  conetitntiooal  right  to  reqmre 
an  opinion,  then,  an^  difference  in  the  phrase' 
ologj  of  laws  organizing  the  several  Depart- 
mente,  can  have  no  effect  to  alter  his  execnUve 
character.  To  my  mind  this  proposition  is  so 
l^ain,  that  it  is  with,  great  rdnctanoe  that  I 

Sreanme  to  oocopy  a  moment  of  the  time  of 
:te  Senate,  in  an  examination  of  liie  alleged 
dis^ction  ariring  from  legidative  eonstmo- 
tion.  This  relnctanoe  is  only  overcome  by  the 
fiwL  that  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ken- 
tnoky^  (Hr.  Out,)  with  others,  has  urged  it 
with  so  mnch  apparent  dnoerity,  that  it  be- 
comes my  daty  to  show  the  entire  fallacy  of 
the  argument  attempted  to  be  drawn  from  that 
source.  To  a  snperacial  observer,  there  would 
seem,  at  first  view,  to  be  some  ground  for  the 
distinction.  But  a  critical  ezamioatloQ  of  the 
action  of  Congress,  will  show  that  its  l^slation, 
in  this  respect,  has  been  in  accordance  with 
the  provision  of  the  constitution,  by  which  the 
Tteunry  Department  was  created  an  £xeon- 
tive  Department,  equally  with  those  whose 
executive  character  has  never  been  denied. 

The  first  Oongreaf  that  assembled  under  the 
new  constitution  in  1789,  amongst  its  earliest 
jwoceedings,  passed  a  resolution  expressing  its 
opinion  that  there  ought  to  be  established  cer- 
tain Executive  Departments :  namdy,  a  Depart- 
ment of  Forei^  Affairs,  a  Department  of 
IVeasury,  and  a  Department  of  War ;  and  that 
the  head  of  each  Department  should  be  remov- 
able by  the  President.  In  pursuance  of  this 
resolntion,  a  committee  reported  bills  for  the 
establishment  of  these  several  Departments. 
Ihe  first  was  entitied  "  An  act  for  estabHshing 
an  Exeontive  Department,  to  be  denominated 
tiie  Dmitment  ta  Foreign  Afi^rs."  This  act 
was  afterwards,  in  the  same  year,  amended, 
and  changed  to  tiie  "Department  of  State." 
Hie  second  was  entitled  "  An  act  to  estaUish 
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an  Executive  Department,  to  be  denominated 
the  Department  of  War."  The  third  was  eot^ 
tied  "  An  act  to  establish  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment."  SVom  the  diffbreoee  ht  phraeaolMy  in 
the  tities  of  tiiese  acts^  the  two  ftmaw  being 
denominated  Executive  Departments,  and  the 
latter  not,  it  has  been  gravely  contended  that 
the  TreasuiT  Department  was  divested  of  its 
executive  character ;  and  that,  therefore,  the 
President  could  not  exercise  his  power  of  re- 
moval of  the  head  of  this  D^artmest,  as  he 
could  with  the  heads  of  the  other  Departments 
which  were  termed  executive.  This  power  of 
removd  can  be  exercised  over  none  of  these 
Departments,  except  on  the  gronnd  of  their 
being  executive.  IL  thei^  we  look  to  the  acts 
theauBelTes  estaUidting  these  Departments^ 
and  not  confine  ourselves  to  thor  tities,  we 
■haU  find  tiiat  the  same  power  in  the  Pnsiidait 
to  remove  is  recognised  in  aU  of  them  alike. 
Not  a  power  granted  by  law,  but  the  recogni- 
tion by  law  en  a  power  granted  by  the  consti- 
tution. It  was  npolt  the  bill  to  establish  the 
Department  of  Foreign  A&irs,  that  the  cele- 
brated debate  arose  aa  to  the  power  of  removal 
— the  one  ude  contendfaig  that  the  power  be- 
longed to  the  P^dent,  oy  virtue  of  the  exec- 
utive powers  of  the  Government  vested  in 
him  by  the  oonstitntion,  and  the  other  main- 
taining tiiat  the  power  of  removal  ahonld  be 
exercised  by  the  President,  conjointiy  with 
the  Senate.  I  will  not  detain  the  Senate,  at 
this  tame,  by  the  reeapltnlation  of  argmnents 
which  were  so  ably  {msented  on  that  oooadon, 
uid  which  have  been  so  oftm  referred  to  on 
this.  It  is  Buffident  for  my  purpose  to  statfl^ 
that  the  important  question  was  decided  by 
that  Congress  in  &vor  of  the  President's  power 
to  remove  the  heads  of  all  these  Departments, 
on  the  ground  of  their  being  Executive  De- 
partments. And  lest  it  might,  in  after  times, 
be  inferred  that  this  power  was  conferred  by 
law,  instead  of  being  granted  by  the  constitu- 
tion, the  several  bills  were  so  amended  as  to 
recogtuzQ  the  power  as  derived  frora  the  con- 
stitution, and  not  as  a  power  granted  by  law. 

What  th^  are  the  relative  powera  and  do- 
ties  of  tiie  K^tdd^  and  cf  t£e  Secretary  (tf 
theTreasnryt 

First— as  to  the  Premdent's  powers. 

We  have  already  seen  that  the  Executive 
power  is  vested  in  tiie  Preddent,  as  fioUy  as  the 
fe^slative  power  is  vested  in  Congress,  or  the 
judicial  power  in  the  Judiciary.  He  has,  by 
virtue  of  that  power,  the  control  of  the  Execu- 
tive Departments,  of  which  the  Treasury  is  one. 
They  are  subject  to  his  superintendiog  care  and 
general  supervision.  Amongst  other  powers, 
too,  is  liiat  of  appointment  to  oflic&  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  in 
certain  cases ;  and,  in  certain  other  cases  vested 
in  him  by  law,  he  has  the  sole  power  of  ap- 
pointment He  ^80  has  the  power  to  fill  va- 
cancies which  may  happen  in  uie  recess  of  the 
Senate.  But  the  most  important  power  which 
he  posseasee,  so  for  as  the  queetions  involved  in 
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the  present  dlscnsaion  are  concerned,  is  the 
power  of  removal  irom  office.  This  shows  the 
nature  <^  the  Executive  authority,  and  how  it 
was  intended  that  the  ExecntiTe  Departments 
should  be  under  his  oontrol  and  mpervision. 
This  power  has  been  already  alluded  to.  The 
right  of  the  I^«ndent  to  reinove  from  office 
was  settled  hy  the  Congress  of  1789,  soon  after 
the  adoption  of  the  constitution.  The  debates 
on  this  question  throw  much  light  on  the  powers 
of  the  Ezeoutive.  Many  of  those  great  men  and 
pare  patriots  tiiat  composed  the  Congress  of 
1789,  were  the  same  that  framed  t^e  constitu- 
tion, whose  powers  they  were,  thos  early,  called 
on  to  interpret.  Ko  men  understood  better  the 
intentions  of  those  who  formed,  and  those  who 
adopted,  that  instrument,  as  the  great  charter 
of  their  rights  and  liberties.  In  uie  coostrnc- 
tion  which  they  gave  to  this  power  of  removal 
in  the  Executive,  they  were  bat  carrying  out  the 
prinoiplea  which  they  had  adopted  in  the  distri- 
Dulion  of  the  powers  of  the  Government.  Any 
other  eonstmotion  wotild -have  miugled  and 
united  those  powers  which  the  constitution  bad 
BO  oareftdly  Beparated.  It  seemed  to  be  held  by 
those  sages,  that,  as  the  constitution  had  vest- 
ed all  Executive  power  in  the  President,  the 
legislature  had  no  power  to  limit  or  modify  his 
executive  authority.  This  legislative  enactment, 
although  it  could  not  confer  power,  was  a  prac- 
tical commentary  and  construction  of  the  con- 
stitution, not  only  in  relation  to  the  power  of 
Ihe  President,  but  also  as  to  the  duty  of  the 
head  of  an  Executive  Department.  The  Presi- 
dent is  re^HHisible  to  the  people  for  tiie  futhful 
execution  ot  the  laws ;  and  how  can  he  do  his 
duty,  in  tiiis  respect,  unless  the  officers  of  the 
Executive  Departments  are  under  his  control, 
and  subject  to  removal  by  him  ?  If  Oon^peaa 
C^ould  put  any  particular  duty^  on  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  which  is  in  its  nature  execu- 
tive, and  he  is  to  be  entirely  independent  of  the 
President  in  the  discharge  of  it,  it  would  be  a 
usurpation  of  the  executive  power  by  the  legis- 
lature. For  the  President  has  no  power  to  see 
tirat  duty  faithfully  p^ormed,  except  by  his 

Eower  of  removal,  u  the  Secretary  oonld  thus 
e  rendered  independent  in  the  one  instance, 
he  might  in  all,  and  the  executive  power  would 
virtually  be  wrested  from  tiie  Freddent,  in 
whom  it  is  all  vested  by  the  oonstitution.  His 
oalj  remedy,  then,  is  the  power  of  removal. 
This  was  contemplated  by  uie  act  establishing 
the  Treasnry  Department. 

It  is  true,  there  was  a  difference  of  opinion 
on  the  subject  in  the  first  Oongross,  when  this 
important  question  was  agitated.  It  is  also 
true,  that  Qeneral  Hamilton,  one  of  the  distin- 
guished authors  of  the  Federalist,  previous  to 
Mie  ratification  of  the  constitution  by  the  sev- 
eral States,  seemed  to  suppose  that  the  power 
of  removal  was  one  to  be  exwoised  by  the  Prea* 
ident  conjointly  with  the  SeiuU«.  Mr.  Madison, 
his  no  less  distinguished  coIle(m:ue  in  that  gre^ 
work,  was  of  a  different  opinion — and  it  cannot 
be  doubted,  that  tlie  Oonfp^  of  1789,  after  the 
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most  mature  deliberation,  came  to  the  correct 
conduslon,  namely,  that  it  was  a  power  confer- 
red on  the  President  by  the  constitution,  and 
one  with  which  the  legiuative  power  could  not 
interfere.  Whatever  diversit7  of  sentiment 
ttiere  may  have  been  at  that  d^,  the  decinon 
of  that  Oongreaa  was  deemed  oondusive  on  the 
subject,  and  the  matter  has  been  conddoed  at 
rest^  until  the  agitation  of  the  present  que^on. 
Sudi  have  been  the  views  of  learned  commen- 
tators on  the  constitution,  and,  even  though 
they  might  have  differed  from  the  Oongreas  of 
1789,  were  the  subject  now  to  be  presented  for 
the  first  time,  still  they  have  not  had  the  rash- 
ness to  even  permit  themselves  to  view  it  as  an 
open  miestion.  I  beg  leave  here  to  introduco 
an  autiioritrr  in  support  of  my  positions.  It  is 
tiiat  of  Chuioellor  Kant — a  man  whose  fame, 
in  the  department  q£  dyH  jurisprudence,  is  not 
confined  to  his  own  State,  or  even  to  the  Union 
— whose  reputation  is  emphatically  the  prop- 
erty of  the  nation,  and  which  the  nation  wUl 
proudly  oherish.  He  says,  "  In  the  act  for  e»- 
tablishmg  the  Treasury  Department,  the  Secre- 
tary was  contemplated  as  being  removable  from 
office  by  the  Preudent  The  words  of  the  act 
are:  *That  whenever  the  Secretary  shall  be 
removed  from  office  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  or  in  any  other  case  of  vacancy 
in  the  office,  the  assistant  shall  act,*  &o.  This 
amounted  to  a  legislative  construction  of  the 
constitution,  and  it  has  ever  since  been  acqui- 
esced in  and  acted  upon,  as  of  decisive  autiior- 
in  the  case.  It  implies  equally  to  every 
officer  of  Govemmeot  appointwl  by  the  Presi- 
dent and  Senate,  whose  term  of  duration  is  not 
specially  declared.  It  is  supported  by  weighty 
reasons,  that  the  snbordinata  officers  in  the  Ex- 
ecutive department  ought  to  hold  at  the  pleas- 
ure of  the  head  of  tiiat  department,  because  he 
is  invested  generally  witn  the  executive  au- 
thority, and  every  participation  in  that  author- 
ity by  the  Senate  was  an  exception  to  a  general 
principle,  and  ought  to  be  taken  strictly.  Tlia 
President  is  the  great  responsible  officer  for  the 
fiuthful  execution  of  the  law,  and  the  power  of 
removal  was  inddental  to  wot  duty,  and  might 
often  be  r^uinte  to  fUfil  it."  Another  Ic^ 
laliTe  oons^notion  is  to  be  found  in  a  concur- 
rent rescdution  of  Congress  in  1797,  in  rdation 
to  the  distribution  of  the  Laws  of  the  United 
States :  that,  amongst  others,  one  set  be  deliv- 
ered to  the  Secretary  of  State ;  to  the  Sea«* 
tary  of  the  Treasury ;  to  tiie  Secretary  of  War, 
&o. ;  and  in  the  case  of  the  death,  resignation, 
or  dismission  from  the  office  of  either  of  said 
officers,  then  the  laws  to  belong  to  the  succes- 
sor, &o.  This  was  in  accordance  with  the  prin- 
ciple established  by  tiie  Congress  of  1789,  and 
presents  the  case  even  in  stronger  language— 
dismission,  instead  of  removal — the  very  terms 
used  in  the  resolution  of  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  which  we  are  now  oonsida^ng, 
I  hold,  therefore,  the  power  of  removal  In  the 
President  to  be  absolute  and  nnconditiond,  and 
to  be  exercised  in  his  discretion,  and  viuunA 
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cause  aadgned.  In  the  Ungoaffe  of  another 
learned  commentator  on  this  snhject,  "  in  the 
exercise  of  his  pditical  powers,  he  is  to  nae  hia 
own  discredoHj  and  is  acooontalde  only  to  his 
conntrj  and  hia  own  conscienoe.  His  decision 
in  relation  to  these  powers  is  subject  to  no  con- 
trol ;  and  his  discreuon,  when  exercised,  is  con- 
clusive." 

It  follows,  then,  that  the  Preadent  has  a  con- 
trolling influence  over  ttie  acts  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasnr;  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties 
in  the  Executive  Department,  and  can  carry 
into  effect  his  wishes  oy  virtue  of  his  power  of 
removal. 

What,  then,  are  the  duties  of  the  President  ? 
,  He  is  bonncL  hy  oatli,  fiilthftilly  to  execute  the 
oflSoe  of  FK^oent  of  the  United  States;  and,  to 
the  best  of  liis  ability,  preserve,  wotec^  and  de- 
fend the  OonsUtntion  of  the  TJnitod  States.  He 
shall  also  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully 
executed.  How  can  he  dischai^  thrae  duties,  if 
he  suffers  himself  to  be  deprived  of  any  portion 
of  the  executive  power  vested  in  him  by  the 
constitution,  or  if  the  laws  make  the  heads  of 
the  Executive  Departments  indei>endeut  of  him  1 
It  results,  then,  that  though  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  has  the  power,  at  hU  discretion, 
to  remove  tiie  deposits,  still  he  can  be  control- 
led in  the  exercise  of  that  power,  by  the  super- 
intending executive  power  of  the  President. 
And  it  u  the  iiirther  duty  of  the  Preddent  to 
remove  the  Secretary  £rom  office,  if,  in  his  judg- 
ment, he  does  not  entertain  proper  views  m  re- 
lation to  his  duties,  and  will  not  carry  the  views 
and  wishes  of  the  President  into  effect.  In  the 
case  of  the  late  Secretary,  he  was  removed,  or 
dismissed,  because  he  did  not  entertain  proper 
views  on  the  subject  of  the  deposits ;  and  W 
oause  he  was  unwilling  to  carry  into  effect  the 
views  of  the  President,  who  had  the  right  to 
direct  him  in  the  discharge  of  a  discretionary 
duty.  The  bank  cannot  complain  of  the  exer- 
cise of  this  power — for  its  charter  was  granted 
subject  to  the  constitutional  power  of  the  Ex- 
ecntive,  and  with  full  Knowledge  of  Ida  rights, 
as  they  were  understood  and  settled  aa  early  as 
1789. 

A  duty  iutmsted  to  the  discretion  of  the  Beo> 
retary  is,  in  other  words,  a  duty  confided  by 
law,  to  tiie  discretion  of  the  Executive  Depart- 
ment of  the  Government  Whereas,  a  specific 
duty  imposed,  by  law,  on  the  Secretwy,  or  even 
on  the  President  himself  is  to  be  specially  per- 
formed— in  the  one  case  by  the  Secretary,  in 
the  other  by  the  President:  and  in  both,  on 
the  responsibility  of  the  Chief  Executive  to  see 
the  laws  faithfully  executed.  If  the  Secretary 
could  be  independent  of  the  President  in  the 
discharge  <tf  such  duty,  what  becomes  of  the 
lerocHinbility  which  the  framers  of  the  consti- 
tnllon  intended  to  secure  to  every  department 
of  the  Government  >  Such  a  constraction  would 
defeat  one  of  the  great  ol^ecta  of  the  constitu- 
tion in  the  diatribntion  of  its  powers.  Where 
Oongrese  imposes  on  the  Secretarr  flie  per- 
fiumaaoe  of  a  spedfio  duty,  it  is  tmperaUTe^ 
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and  the  responsibility,  so  Ar  as  the  proprie^ 
of  the  measure  is  concerned,  rests  on  Congress 
— emd  Oongress  is  respcmdble  to  the  people  for 
each  an  act  of  l^slati<m.  Again :  where  it 
impofea  on  him  as  the  head  of  an  Executive 
Department,  a  disi^tionary  duty,  the  responsi- 
bility rests  on  the  Preeident,  who  is  also  re> 
Bpondble  to  the  people,  and  can  be  reached  by 
them,  on  the  recurrence  of  a  re-election,  or 
through  their  representatives,  for  a  corrupt  ex- 
ercise of  the  executive  powers  of  the  Govern- 
ment But  if  the  Secretary,  in  the  perform- 
ance of  such  a  duty,  is  beyDnct  the  control  and 
superridon  of  the  Resident,  and  not  subject  to 
removal  by  him,  there  is  responnbilit^  nowhere 
~none  on  tiie  part  of  Oongress,  for  its  le{pBlft< 
ti<m  was  not  imperative,  but  discretionaiy. 
Kona  on  tike  pert  of  the  President,  for  he  has 
no  power  to  interfere.  None  on  the  part  of  the 
SeOTetaiT.  for  there  is  nobody  to  whom  he  is 
responuble,  or  by  whom  he  can  ho  called  to 
account  In  the  removal  of  the  late  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  the  Preeddwt  only  exercised 
his  constitntionu  power,  and  assumed  a  re^n- 
sibility  imposed  on  him  by  the  constitution — a 
responsibility  which  he  cannot  cast  from  him, 
even  by  giving  his  assent  to  a  law  which  should 
go  to  curtail  his  powers.  Suppose  the  charter 
of  the  Bank  of  tiie  United  States  had  said,  in 
so  many  words,  "that  the  d^torita  <tf  the 
money  of  tibe  United  States,  in  pfaces  in  which 
the  Bud  bank  and  branches  therecrf  mi^  be  es- 
tablished, diall  be  made  in  the  said  bank  and 
branches  thereof.  But  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  may  at  any  time,  in  his  discretion, 
order  and  direct  them  to  be  ranoved ;  and  that, 
in  the  exercise  of  that  discretion,  the  President 
of  the  United  States  shall  in  nowise  interfere." 
Even  this  language  would  not  have  altered  the 
case — could  not  have  onrtailed  the  powers  of 
the  President  Such  a  providon  would  have 
been  perfectiy  nugatbry.  It  would  be  an  en- 
croachment of  the  legislative  upon  the  execu- 
tive jpower.  If  the  deposits  were  unsafe,  and 
the  Secretary,  under  this  le^alative  discretion, 
shoidd  refuse  to  remove  them ;  or  if  ho  was 
abont  to  remote  tiiem  to  an  misafe  place,  can- 
not and  ong^t  not  the  Preeidait  to  remove  him  f 
Ani  still  mch  an  exercise  of  power  would  not 
be  more  legitimate  than  the  one  under  condd- 
eration. 

Hy  conclusion,  therefore,  is,  that  the  Presi- 
dent in  the  removal  of  the  late  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  the  appointment  of  his  suc- 
cessor, has  not  "  assumed  the  exercise  of  a 
power  over  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States 
not  granted  to  him  by  the  constitution  and 
laws,"'  and  of  course,  not  "  dangerous  to  the 
liberties  of  the  people." 

If  the  President  has  assumed  such  a  powef, 
as  is  allcf^  in  the  first  resolution  subraltted  by 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky,  the  reso- 
lution ought  not  to  pass,  nor  recuve  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  Senate,  because  it  is  a  virtoal  im- 
peachment of  tiie  President 

The  second  resolntim  introdneed  by  the  SeO' 
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•tor  from  Eentnckj,  alleges  that  the  reasona 
aangned  hf  Hm  Seoretarr  of  the  Tnasarj  for 
tiie  TODonl  ^  the  deponts  from  the  Bmk  of 
the  United  Statei^  are  imwittiflintory  and  tnsnf- 
flnent. 

This  res(dation  ought  not  to  pasa,  hecanae  It 
calls  toe  no  legislation,  uid  leads  to  no  resnlt. 
Even  admitting  It  to  be  trne,  vhat  fcAowst 
There  is  no  aotion.  No  legi^tion  is  proposed. 
There  may  tte  snffioient  reasons,  even  if  the  Sec- 
retary  has  not  assigned  them.  If  so,  then,  so 
fiv  as  the  aotion  of  Congress  is  concerned,  it  is 
pwfectly  Immaterial  frhether  the  Secretary's 
reasons  be  Baffident  or  not  "What  was  tiie  ob- 
J eet  of  that  prorioioa  in  the  charter  reqairing 
the  Secretary  to  report  his  reasona  to  Gongress  ? 
It  was,  without  doubt,  to  enable  Ocmgress  to 
set  In  ita  l^slatire  oapaeity  on  ttie  subject 
How  can  Oongress  thus  act?  Either  by  ez- 

f tress  enaotmoit,  or  by  joint  or  oonourrent  reso- 
ation.  OongresB  can  act  in  no  other  capacity. 
The  Senate  can  act  in  no  other  capacity.  This 
matter  does  not  appertidn  to  its  execntiTO  or  judi- 
cial powers.  The  object  then  was,  in  reqmring 
the  Secretary  to  report  his  reasons,  to  enable 
Congress  to  legislate — ^first,  by  directing  the 
depofflts  to  be  restored  to  the  Bank  of  the 
TTnited  States:  or  secMid,  by  wderimg  them  to 
some  other  safe  places  of  depomt.  This  resolu- 
tion pH^poses  to  attain  neither  oljeot  aad  is 
therefore  perfectly  nusatoiy— worae  than  use- 
less. Bat  it  ia  oi^ed  uiat  aa  expression  the 
Senate  win  have  its  efibot  on  the  Secreta]^ ; 
and,  in  a  tone  ai  d^anee,  it  is  said,  Let  him 
dare  reftise  or  omit  to  restore  the  deponts  after 
Buoh  an  expression  I  Sir,  the  Secretary  is  made 
sterner  stuff  than  to  jidi  his  opinion  of  duty 
to  menace,  no  matter  bow  high  the  source  from 
whence  it  comes,  or  I  have  altogether  misap- 
prehended his  character.  The  step  he  has  taken 
was  from  the  most  mature  deliberation — from 
a  thorough  oonviotion  that  the  great  and  para- 
mount interests  of  the  country  required  it — 
and  that  the  bank,  from  its  conduct,  had  for- 
feMbi  all  claim  to  the  longer  custody  of  the 
public  deposits. 

Sir,  it  was  my  Intention  to  have  gone  into 
a  fhli  examination  In  relation  to  the  rights 
and  duties  of  the  Government  directors ;  bat 
time  will  not  permit.  Suffice  It  to  aay, 
the  manner  in  which  the  important  business  of 
the  bank  is  intrusted  to  tho  exchange  commit- 
tee— and  that  committee  appointed  by  the  pred- 
dent  of  the  bank — and  the  Government  direct- 
ors excluded  from  any  participation  in  its 
transactions,  evinces  a  hardihood,  a  boldness,  a 
recklessness  on  the  part  of  the  bank,  rarely 
equalled,  and  never  surpassed,  in  the  history  of 
a  moneyed  corporation.  The  very  object  of 
those  directors,  as  it  is  to  be  gathered  from  the 
original  project  of  Mr.  Dallas,  and  frtnn  the 
whole  tenor  of  tibe  debate  on  the  passage  of  the 
hill,  has,  by  the  practice  of  the  bank,  been  de- 
feated. And  to  cap  tiie  dimax,  these  very  di- 
rectors, for  the  perionnanoe  of  thoae  duties  for 
which  th^  <tfwea  were  created,  koA  tluj^  ap- 
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pointed,  have  recaved  the  marked  condenma-  . 
tion  of  this  Senate.  It  remains  to  be  seen, 
whether  the'  sentimoits  of  the  people  can  be 
brooidit  to  favor  the  recharter  of  an  mstttution 
which  haa  ao  grossly  attempted  to  defeat  <m 
ctf  the  verj  mak  of  its  inoorp<Hstion. 


Tbubbdat,  March  18. 

JPubUe  J>ittr6tt, 

Mr.  WmsrsR  saiA  he  rtMO  to  present  a  me- 
morial, very  numerously  signed  by  citizens  of 
Brooklyn,  in  New  Tork,  ud  to  presoit^  also, 
the  prooeediujgis  of  a  meeting  of  dtizena  of  that 
place,  in  which  sundry  resolutions  had  been 
passed,  respecting  the  all-ahaorbiiw^  question 
which  now  agitates  the  country.  With  some 
of  those  dtizens  he  had  the  honor  to  be  ao- 
quunted,  and  he  knew  th«n  to  be  distinguished 
for  knowledge,  patriotism,  and  lugh  character. 
Both  the  memorial  and  the  resolutions  are 
framed  in  the  most  judicious  manner,  and  are 
well  entitied  to  the  respectful  consideration  of 
the  S«iate.  One  of  the  resolutions  respected 
the  question  of  the  constitutional  power  of  Con- 
gress to  incoroorate  a  bank,  and  stated  the 
questim  in  so  few  words,  and  placed  it  in  what 
^fpeared  to  1^  so  just  a  light,  that  he  would 
read  tiiat  Teadution,  in  his  puce : 

**Renlved,  That  tho^h  a  public  meeting  is  not 
an  appropriate  place  for  the  discussion  of  conaUtu* 
tiooiil  questioofl,  ve  stiU  deem  it  proper  to  expnsa 
the  ofdiBOD,  that  upim  qoeetioos  <^  that  kind,  not 
less  than  upon  those  rebiting  to  private  rights,  an 
a^erence  to  dedaions  deliberately  made,  and  sob- 
sequentl;  acted  on  as  the  law  of  the  case,  is  the 
role  of  safety,  and  the  onl;  rule  that  c&n  give  sta- 
bility dther  to  law  or  goTenunent.  When,  there- 
fore, we  Imew  that  a  great  prtqwrttoi  ttTthe  actual 
fimmers  and  original  expounders  of  the  constftodoD, 
found  no  obJecSons  eiUier  in  the  letter  or  s^nrit  of 
that  inatnunent,  against  the  incorporation  ^  a  nar- 
Uoual  bank ;  when  the  highest  ju<^xual  tribunal  in 
the  country  has  solemnl;  passed  upon  it,  and  de- 
clared it  to  be  constitntiooal;  wImo,  io  two  instan- 
ces, and  at  distant  periods,  such  acts  have  been 
paved  by  Congress,  and  re<Mlved  the  sancUon  of 
■occeariTe  Preddents;  and  wlien  we  have  dready 
lived  under  them,  and  snbnutted  to  their  operation, 
almoat  forty  years — ^we  oondder  it  too  late  to  disre- 
gard aU  e^deaces  of  consUtutiond  right,  and  to 
prostrate  the  public  interests,  upon  a  mere  difference 
of  opidon,  however  strongly  formed,  on  the  origind 
question." 

The  memorial,  said  Hr.  W.,  is  nnmeroudy 
signed  by  substantial,  intelligent,  and  well- 
known  dtizens,  who  see  and  reel  the  pressure 
of  the  times,  and  who  have  felt  it  their  duty  to 
join  with  others  in  giving  to  Congress  proofs 
of  their  deep  and  settied  conviction  that  tiie 
state  of  the  country  is  such  as  to  demand,  im- 
perioudy,  effeotud  and  prompt  rdieC 

The  memorid  and  Tesolntions  were  thm,  on 
the  motion  (tf  Jb.  W.,  read,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  and  ordered  to  bo 
printed. 
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Ur.  said  he  bad  been  ktnuted  with 

two  memorials,  which  he  wonld  now  present 
to  the  Senate :  one  of  them  from  citizens  of 
Eastport,  and  the  other  ftora  those  of  Labec,  in 
the  State  of  Maine,  on  the  all-absOTbing  sabject 
which  waa  now  before  the  Senate  and  the 
oomitry.  That  from  the  citizens  of  Eastport 
repKsented  that  they  were  largely  engaged  in 
foreign  and  domestic  trade,  which  for  seven  jears 
past  had  been  prosperons  bejond  example ;  bnt 
aaddenly  they  fonnd  their  prospects  and  th^ 
property  desUt^ed.  UanymemoriaUstB  in  Phil- 
adelphia, New  York  and  Boston,  with  whom 
&tsy  were  aooiutnnea  to  trade,  bad  lUIed,  and 
this,  as  well  as  other  oansea,  essentially  affected 
flieir  own  pronperity.  All  these  evils  they  as- 
cribed to  the  Exeoative,  and  they  asked  relief 
from.  OongresB ;  and  they  espedally  and  solemnly 
appealed  to  their  wisdom  and  patriotism,  and 
hoped  that  no  party  consideration  wonld  out- 
weigh thMr  doty  to  their  connby  and  their 
oonstitnents.  The  other  memorial,  from  Lnbec, 
contained  the  names  of  many  well  known  to 
Kr.  S,  They  were  merchants  and  other  men 
cf  req>ectability.  Their  statement  was  a  little 
stronger  than  that  from  Eastport  They  said 
that  thdr  snfferinga  wonld  not  be  borne ;  that 
their  bnidnesa  was  prostrated,  cm^t  at  an  end, 
and  there  was  no  prospect  of  a  tennfaution  of 
these  evils ;  they  had  experienced  a  sndden  and 
terrible  change  from  a  state  of  high  prosperity. 
They  aaked  ue  restoration  of  the  deposits,  and 
th^  expressed  the  belief  that  the  recharter  of 
the  United  States  Bank  woold  benefit  the 
eoontry;  that  a  national  cnrrenoy  coold  be 
made  nniform  only  by  a  national  institntion. 
They  said  that  the  assertion  made  in  h^h 
places,  that  the  distress  was  owing  to  a  wil- 
Tiil  act  of  the  bank,  was  an  iusnlt  to  their  un- 
derstandings, and  a  mobkerj  to  th^  mfSar- 
ings. 

lb-.  B.  asked  that  tlie  monorials  mi{^  be 
rea^  printed,  and  reitured  to  the  OoDunittee 
cm  Eiiunoe ;  and  it  was  so  ordered. 

Virffinia  MmoriaL 
JSi.  Ttlhb  presented  a  series  of  lesolntiona 
adopted  by  the  people  of  Accomack  connty,  dis- 
approving in  strong  terms  of  the  course  of  the 
I^«sident  in  relation  to  the  pnbUo  deposits. 
He  at  the  same  tdme  presented  a  meraonal  nn- 
meroTudy  signed  by  the  citizens  of  Frederioks- 
bnrg  and  Falmonth,  reprobating^  in  strong  bnt 
respectful  langoage.  the  late  Execntive  pnxieed- 
inga,  Aa  to  the  nrat^  he  would  remark,  that 
tiie  eoon^  (tf  Aeoomaok  was  one  of  the  lai;gest 
oonoties  in  the  State,  and  eqoal  to  any  other  fw 
IntelUgeDoe  and  patriotism— 4hBt  he  recognized 
In  the  names  of  some  of  those  who  appei^ed  to 
have  had  the  most  active  agency  in  tne  meet- 
ing, gentlemen  with  whom  he  had  the  pleasnre 
of  a  persontd  acqnaintanoe.  and  fbr  whose  high 
qnahUes,  both  intelleotoai  and  moral,  it  waa 
not  awtmrj  ta  him  to  jiToiiob.  ju  to  ti» 


reeoIntdoBB,  they  spoke  for  themselves,  and  oaS- 
«d  ft«  no  oommentaiy. 

The  memorialists  from  Fredericksburg  and 
Falmontfa  constitnte  as  inteH^ent  and  as  re- 
spectable a  body  of  men  as  can  anywhere  be 
fonnd — they  represent  that  great  distress  had 
flowed  from  the  Exeontive  prooee^ngs ;  and 
indulge  in  anticipations  of  still  greater  to  come. 
They  remonstrate  sguDst  those  proceeding^ 
as  unwise,  illegal,  and  nnjnst,  and  as  involving 
assnmptions  of  authority  not  warranted  by  tbe 
constitution  or  laws,  and  urge  upon  CoQgress  a 
return  of  the  public  moneys  to  the  depository 
provided  by  law,  the  Bank  of  the  Unitea  States. 
And  why,  sud  Mr.  T.,  should  the  deposits  not. 
be  restored)  Kanj  weeks  ago  the  Senate  had 
been  told,  that  the  restoration  of  the  d^>orits 
and  the  recharter  of  the  bank  meant  one  and 
the  same  thing;  and  that  the  only  question 
before  the  country  was  "  bank  or  no  bank." 

[Ur.  T.  continned  his  remarks,  going  Mly  inta 
the  consideration  of  all  the  ptdnts  presented  In  tha 
memoriaL] 


TuEsnAT,  Harc^  18. 

Soi^  MeautritA. 

Hr.WnaaiKBsaid  thatitwoiddbe  praodTed 
by  the  Senate,  that  he  had  a  roll  braore  him, 
of  no  ordinaiT  dimensions.  It  was  a  protest 
respectAilly  addressed  to  both  Houses  of  Oon- 
gress,  against  the  recent  proceedings  of  the 
Exeontive  Government  in  r^iard  to  me  pnblio 
moneys  of  the  United  States,  and  m^ently  re- 
questiiig  Congress,  by  the  interposition  of  its 
own  just  anthority,  to  restore  the  constitntion 
and  laws  to  that  free  and  proper  action  which 
the  public  interest  and  prosperity  demanded. 
This  paper,  sir,  (Ur.  If .  swd,)  proceeded  from 
a  place  not  alt<^ether  obscure— not  altogether 
nnxnown  in  the  histonr  ci  the  United  StatesL 
It  came  from  the  pec^e  of  Boston,  assembled 
in  Faneoil  Hall :  it  came  from  tiiose  walls  in 
which  the  earliest  acoents  of  ind^^dence  rang 
from  under  that  roof  beneath  which  our 
young  American  liberty  shook  her  wjngs,  era 
she  went  forth  to  fly  over  a  thousand  hills,  and 
to  proclaim  independence  to  three  milUons  of 
souls.  It  was  sent  by  those,  and  the  sons  of 
those,  who,  in  that  same  place,  in  '74,  *79,  and 
'76,  heard  the  voices  of  Otis,  of  Warren,  and 
of  Hancock,  and  who  gave  to  those  distinguished 
speakers  as  much  impnlse  as  they  recdved  from 
them.  This  paper,  Mr.  W.  said,  was  wgned  by 
6,841  independent  voters,  tax-pay  Ma,  and  men 
of  property  of  the  city  of  Boston.  Here  wwo 
no  men  of  straw:  this  paper  presented  tlid 
names  of  men  of  different  habits  and  oconpa- 
tions,  of  numbers  whom  he  had  mentioned  as 
the  electora  of  that  city;  and,  as  for  as  ho 
knew,  of  a  greater  number  of  persons  than  any 
excited  election  had  ever  called  together  before. 
Ti»  names  were  here  for  the  infection  of  the 
Senate;  and  his  o(^eagn€^  who  wm  well  ao* 
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Soahited  vith  mtrnj  of  them,  could  vouch  for 
.  lelr  high  standing  and  resj)e«tabilit7.  What- 
*  ever  oharaoter  the  memorial  might  bear  else- 
irhere,  it  here  challeoged  iavestigation. 

This  paper  had  1>een  brought  here  by  a  com- 
mittee of  gentlemen,  of  whom,  as  they  were  his 
neighbors  and  friends,  he  could  hardly  speak 
vitL  ddicaoy :  and  especially  as  some  of  them 
were  as  well  known  to  Oongreas  aa  to  himself 
and  needed  no  nooramendation  from  bim. 
BeHerhig  the  law  to  have  been  violated,  they 
came  to  Oongreas;  believing  tbat  distress  ex- 
ists to  a  calamitous  extent,  and  believing  that 
no  other  pow«r  on  earth  can  relieve  it,  their 
commisnon  is  to  the  Senate  and  Hoose  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  United  States  exclusively. 
Their  protest  was  on  such  a  subject  that  no 
considerations  on  earth  could  have  induced 
them  to  sign  such  a  paper,  had  it  not  been  for 
that  alarming,  diocking  state  of  things,  so 
deeply  affecting  the  pubuo  interests.  Had  not 
incredolity  on  the  subject  became  satisfied} 
Had  not  the  whole  of  the  population,  from 
Ibdne  to  Hew  Orleans^  been  Batufied-Jiad  aot 
all  their  doubts  been,  silenced  f  If  there  be  on 
tiie  vast  surface  of  this  hdbpy  country,  on  the 
sides  of  its  fertile  hills,  and  m  the  soil  of  its  rich 
valleys — if  there  be  any  spot  so  favored,  that 
^stress  has  not  reached  it,  let  the  inhabitants 
of  that  spot  rejoice ;  but  let  them  rejoice  with 
fear  and  with  trembling;  for,  so  sure  as  the 
light  of  the  sun— if  he  might  compare  what  was 
beneficent  in  action  with  that  which  was  dele- 
terious— so  sure  as  the  rays  of  the  sun  would, 
in  due  time,  penetrate  tbe  deepest  shades  of  the 
fbrest,  so  sure  was  it  that  the  distress  which 
now  affected  the  indoatcy  and  proqierity  of  a 
great  part  of  the  oonntiy,  must  act  everywhere 
and  be  felt  everywhere. 

[Mr.  W.  continoed  his  renuriu  at  miiofa  length, 
and  was  followed  by  Mr.  ^nsgoe  on  the  sune  ride.] 

Etchartering  Banl  Dhited  8tate$. 
Hr.  WsBSTKB  sdd :  I  rise,  Mr,  President, 

Pursuant  to  notice,  to  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a 
ill  to  continue,  for  six  years,  the  act  incorpo- 
ratiug  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States ;  and  shall  hope  for  tha^  indulgence  of 
tiie  Senate  which  is  usually  granted  on  such 
oocasions,  if  I  accompany  its  introdnction  with 
some  renwriEB  on  the  general  state  of  tbe  oonn- 
try,  as  well  as  on  the  nature  of  the  measure 
proposed.  If  leave  be  granted,  it  Is  my  jpor- 
poae  to  move  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  that  it  m&y  take  the  nsnal  ooorse, 
and  come  np  for  the  oon^deration  of  the  Ben- 
ate  in  due  season. 

Ur.  President,  in  tiie  midst  of  ample  means 
of  national  and  individual  happiness,  we  have, 
unexpectedly,  fallen  into  severe  distress.  Our 
course  has  been  suddenly  arrested.  The  gen- 
er^  pulse  of  Ufe  stands  sUlI,  and  the  activity 
and  iadustry  of  the  ooontrr  fed  a  pause.  A 
vastly  extended  and  beneficent  commerce  is 
diecked ;  mannfaotorea  suspended,  with  incal- 
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eolable  injury  to  those  concerned  in  them ;  and 
the  labors  of  agriculture  threatened  with  the 
loss  of  their  usual  reward.  Oar  resources  ore, 
nevertheless,  at  the  same  time,  abundant,  and 
all  external  circnmstances  highly  favorable  and 
advantageous ;  such  as  fairly  promised  us,  not 
only  a  continuance  of  that  degree  of  prosperity 
which  we  have  actually  ei\joyed,  bat  its  rapid 
advanoonait^  also^  to  still  higher  Btagea, 

The  etnidition  of  the  country  is,  indeed,  sin- 
gular. It  is  like  that  of  a  strong  man  chained. 
In  full  health,  with  stren^;th  unabated,  and  all 
its  faculties  unimpaired,  it  is  yet  incapable  of ' 
perfonmng  its  aoonstomed  action.  Potters  and 
manacles  are  on  all  its  limbs.  If  we  could  but 
unbind  it,  if  we  could  break  these  iron  chains, 
if  we  could  once  more  set  it  free,  it  would,  in  a 
moment,  resume  its  activity,  and  go  on  again  in 
its  rapid  career.  It  is  oar  duty,  sir,  to  relieve 
this  restraint,  to  unshackle  the  industry  of  the 
people,  and  give  play,  once  more,  to  their  com- 
mon action  and  their  oozmnon  energies.  The 
evils,  an  the  evils,  which  we  now  fsel,  and  fed. 
so  acutely,  result  from  political  measures;  and 
by  political  measures,  and  pc^tkal  measurea 
alone,  oau  they  be  redrwsed.  They  have  thdr 
origin  in  acta  of  Oovemment,  and  they  must 
find  their  cure  In  other  acts  of  Government. 

Only  ^x  months  ago,  sir,  the  country  pre-  ■ 
sented  an  aspect,  in  regard  to  all  its  great  inter- 
ests, exceedmgly  satisfactory  and  gratifying. 
Oar  commerce  was  highly  prosperous,  and  our 
manui^tares,  for  the  present,  at  least,  fiourish- 
Id^.  .^^ctUtural  products  commanded  fair 
pnce^  and  the  general  appearance  of  things 
exhibited  more  than  a  usual  degree  of  activity. 
The  year  eh^iaing  between  the  autumn  of  1682 
and  that  of  1888,  was  a  year  of  great  proeperil?. 
In  tbe  activity  of  commerce,  it  U  possible 
enough  that  some  degree  of  overtrading  had 
taken  place ;  but  thei%  is  nothing  to  show  that 
g^t  excess  had  been  committed  in  that  par- 
ticular. In  general,  the  state  of  things  was 
sound,  as  weU  as  prosperous.  The  commerce 
of  the  country  had  reached,  I  think,  to  a  greater 
extent  than  in  any  former  year ;  the  amount  of 
exports  for  1883  being,  according  to  the  Treas- 
ury estimate,  no  less  than  ninety  millions  of  dol- 
lars, and  that  of  the  imports  no  less  than  one 
hundred  and  nine  millions.  The  internal  and 
coasting  trade  was  in  a  still  more  flourishing 
condition.  This  branch  of  the  national  indus- 
try has  grown  into  tbe  very  highest  import- 
ance, affording  a  vast  field  for  active  usefulness, 
enriching  all  parts  of  the  country  by  its  mutual 
exchanges  of  commodities,  and  furnishing  profit- 
able employment  to  great  numbers  of  the  peo- 
ple. It  was  carried  on  last  year,  both  by  sea 
and  land,  with  great  vigor;  and  the  utaation 
of  the  currency  of  the  country  gave  it  facilities 
such  as  never  existed  elsewhere  over  so  broad 
an  extent.  The  money  circulation  was  free, 
and  the  banks  in  good  credit.  They  were 
doubtless  somewhat  too  economical  in  the  use 
of  specie,  and  sustained  their  credit  on  a  basis 
not  fioffioieatly  brood  to  be  quite  seoore.  But 
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no  great  degree  of  danger  to  the  circulation 
was  felt,  or  genwallT'  feared. 

8iz  months  ago  a  state  of  things  existed,  high- 
ly prosperoas  and  advantageons  to  the  country, 
bat  liable  to  be  injoriously  affected  by  precise- 
ly such  a  caus^  as  has  now  been  pat  into  opera- 
tion npon  it.  Ba^ess  was  active,  and  carried 
to  a  great  extent  Oommercial  credit  was  ex- 
panded, and  the  circalation  of  money  was  laige. 
This  circalation,  being  of  paper,  of  course  rested 
on  credit;  imd  this  credit  was  foanded  on 
tMnking  cmiUd,  and  bank  deposits.  The  public 
rerennea,  from  the  time  of  their  coUection  to 
the  time  of  their  disbursement,  were  in  the 
bank  and  its  branches;  and,  Uke  other  de- 
posits, contributed  to  the  means  of  discoont. 
Between  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  the 
State  banks,  there  was  a  degree  of  watdifblness, 
perhaps  of  rivalry ;  but  there  was  no  omiity, 
no  hostiUty.  Alt  moved  in  their  own  proper 
spheres,  harmoniously  and  in  order. 

The  Secretary  disturbed  this  state  of  peace. 
Be  broke  up  aH  the  harmony  of  the  system. 
By  suddenly  withdrawing  all  tiie  public  moneys 
from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  he  forced 
that  bank  to  an  immediate  oorre^ndent  cor- 
tailment  of  its  loans  and  discounts.  It  was 
oblwed  to  strengthen  itself;  and  the  State 
bankai,  taking  the  alarm,  were  obliged  to 
Btrengthen  thonselTes  also,  by  similar  meas- 
,  ores.  So  that  the  amoont  of  credit  actually  ex- 
istiiig,  and  on  which  men  were  doing  badness, 
was  suddenly  greatly  diminished.  Bank  ac- 
eommodations  were  withdrawn ;  men  could  no 
longer  fulfil  their  engu^ments  by  the  eustom- 
aty  means ;  property  fell  in  value ;  tiiousands 
fiUed ;  many  thousands  more  maintiuned  their 
individual  credit  by  enormous  sacrifices ;  and  all 
heiog  alarmed  for  the  future  as  well  as  distress- 
ed for  the  present,  forbore  from  new  truisac- 
tiotts  and  new  engagements.  Finding  enough 
to  do  to  stand  sUll,  tiiey  do  not  attempt  to  go 
Airward.  This  deprives  the  Indnstrions  and  &- 
bcoiug  danes  of  meir  oocnj^cms,  and  brings 
want  ud  miseiT  to  tbtir  doors.  Thi&  sir,  is  a 
abort  redtal  of  cause  and  efibot  This  is  the 
history  of  the  first  tax  months  of  the  "  en>eri- 
ment.** 

It  is  difiBcnlt,  sir,  to  restrain  one^s  indignation, 
when,  to  so  much  keen  distress,  tbere  is  added 
so  much  which  has  the  appearance  of  mere 
mockery.  Sir,  let  the  system  of  the  admims- 
Iration  go  on,  and  we  shall  soon  not  know  our 
country.  We  shall  see  a  new  America.  On 
the  map  where  tiiese  United  States  have  stood, 
we  shiJl  behold  a  country  tiiat  will  be  strange 
to  us.  We  shall  see  a  class  of  idle  rich  and  a 
dassof  idle  poor;  the  fbrmer  a  handAil,  the  lat- 
ter a  host,  we  shall  no  longer  b^dd  a  com- 
mnnity  of  men,  with  ndrits  aotire  and  stir- 
ring, contributing,  all  of  them,  to  the  public 
weltue,  while  they  partake  in  it,  pushing  on 
th^  fortunes  and  bettering  their  own  condi- 
tiim,  and  helping  to  swell,  at  the  same  time, 
the  oopjctf  tiie  general  |«osperil7  to  orerfiow- 
in^  weahaUseenonwraMthatoreditwUeh 


reaches  out  its  huid  to  honest  enterprise ;  of 
that  certidnty  o£  reward  which  cheers  on  labor 
to  the  utmost  streteh  of  its  sinews ;  of  that  per- 
sonal and  individual  independence  which  enables 
every  man  to  say  that  no  man  is  his  master. 
Sir,  I  will  not  look  on  the  picture.  I  will  not 
imagine  what  spectacle  shall  be  exhibited,  when 
this  country  not  only  halts  on  her  onward 
march,  but  recedes ;  when  she  tracks  back  in. 
the  long  and  rapid  strides  of  her  forward  move- 
ment ;  when  she  sets  herself  to  undo  all  that 
she  has  done;  when  she  renounces  the  good 
she  has  attained;  when  she  obs^cts  credit^ 
destroys  enterprise,  arrests  oommeroe,  and 
smothers  manumctores, 

I  will  now,  sir,  state  the  general  substance 
of  the  bill  which  I  ask  leave  to  introduce. 

The  first  section  proposes  to  continue  the 
present  bank  for  six  years,  but  with  this  pro- 
vision, viz.,  that  so  much  of  the  present  charter 
as  (pves  the  bank  an  exclusive  right  shall  not 
be  continued,  but  that  Oongress  may  make  any 
other  bank,  if  it  see  fit,  to  come  into  existence 
at  any  time  after  1686. 

This  is  the  great  feature  of  tiie  bill.  It  con- 
tinues the  bank  for  a  short  period,  and  takes 
away  the  ezehidve  right.  Gongress  is  thus 
left  at  perfect  liberty  to  make  another  bank 
whenever  it  chooses.  When  the  present  a^ta- 
tion  shall  have  subsided,  when  a  day  of  calm 
consideration  comes,  and  the  people  nave  had 
time  for  deliberation,  then  Congress  may  make 
a  permanent  provision,  satis&ctory  to  itself  and 
to  the  countty.  Can  any  thing  be  more  reason- 
able than  this  ?  Can  the  bitterest  enemy  of  the 
present  bank  refuse  to  ^ve  it  time  to  wind  up 
its  affairs  without  distr^  to  the  people  ?  Can 
the  most  ardent  advocate  of  a  new  bank  refbse, 
meantime,  to  allow  the  country  to  rdieve  itselt 
by  the  use  of  the  present,  untu  a  new  one  shall 
be  established  ! 

Sir,  I  am  not  dealing  in  plandlnlities  only. 
I  mean  to  leave  the  whole  question  between 
^e  bank  and  a  new  one,  ftirfy  t^ien.  I  mean 
to  give  to  neither  any  manner  of  advantage.  Tt 
Oongress  establisb  a  new  bank,  it  may  easily 
go  into  operation  while  the  present  is  gradually 
retiring  from  operation,  iuid  the  bnaness  of 
the  country  will  feel  no  violent  shock. 

I  mean  to  give  the  present  bank  no  claim  to 
a  renewal ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  only  new 
power  oonferrea  on  it  by  this  bill,  is  a  power 
to  enable  it  to  wind  ap  ibi  concerns. 

As  to  the  time,  I  thmksix  years  not  too  long. 
If  we  were  now  certain  that  a  new  bank  would 
come  into  existenoe  in  1886, 1  think  it  would 
be  eonvenient,  for  all  parties,  that  this  bank 
^oold  have  riz  years  to  ran.  The  new  bank 
would  hardly  get  into  fall  operation  under  a 
year  or  twa  and  time  is  absolutely  necessary  to 
enable  thu  bank  gradually  to  coUect  its  debts. 
A  hastened  collection  must  distress  the  people. 
With  an  existing  debt  of  fifty-five  millions,  and 
pressed  and  sol^ted,  on  all  sides,  still  further 
to  extend  its  loans,  in  order  to  rdieve  the  coun- 
try, all  most  see  that  the  afEaire  of  the  bank  can- 
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not  be  closed  without  intolerable  preesnre  on 
the  oommnnitx.  unless  time  be  given  for  tluU 
pnrpose.  But,  if  six  years  be  thoo^t  too  long, 
I  will  consent  to  five,  or  to  four.  My  own 
opinion  is,  that  six  years  is  not  too  Itnig. 

The  second  section  proTides,  that  the  public 
moneys,  becoming  dae  after  the  1st  of  Jnly, 
sfasJl  be  d«>outed  in  the  bank  and  its  branches, 
as  heretofore,  subject,  however,  at  any  time 
after  this  act  shall  be  accepted,  to  be  removed 
by  order  of  Congress.  If  Congress  shall  estab- 
Hah  a  new  bank,  they  will  of  course  remove  the 
deponts  into  it  The  effect  of  this  provinon 
will  be  to  give  to  Ooiupnas,  at  all  times,  what 
rightfbUy  belongs  to  them— a  fiill  control  over 
the  public  purse.  It  seporatea  that  purse  from 
the  sword,  and  re*eetabli8heB  the  }un  authority 
of  the  l^islature. 

Then  comes  the  section  by  which  the  bank  is 
to  pay  $200,000  a  year,  for  each  of  the  six 
years,  as  compensation  for  the  benefits  of  a 
ooDtinuanoe  of  its  charter.  Tlus  provision  is 
adopted  from  the  bill  of  1882.  For  one,  I  should 
have  been  willing  that  a  fixed  percentage 
should  have  been  paid,  instead  of  tiiis  bonus, 
to  be  divided  among  the  States,  according  to 
nnmb^;  but  others  objeoted  to  tUa,and  I 
have  soujj^t  to  av<ttd  all  new  oansea  of  diflbr- 
enoe. 

The  next  section  authorizes  Oongren  to  re- 
strain the  bank  from  issuing  notes  of  less  de- 
nomination than  twenty  doUar&  if  it  shall  see 
fit  so  to  do,  any  time  after  March,  1886.  This, 
too,  Is  borrowed  from  the  bill  of  1882,  and  its 
object  was  failj  discussed  on  that  occasion. 
That  object  is  to  get  rid  of  the  circulation  of  all 
notes  nnder  five  dollars,  and,  by  so  doing,  to 
extend  the  specie  basis  of  our  circulation. 
When  the  States  shall  direct  their  own  banks 
to  issue  no  notes  less  than  five  dollars,  then  it 
is  proposed  that  Congress  shall  direot  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  to  issue  no  notes  below 
twenty  dollara.  The  state  (tf  our  currency  will 
thai  Ml  as  I  expired  the  other  day,  that,  up 
to  five  dollars,  the  currency  will  be  nlvMr  and 
g(dd ;  above  five  dollan,  it  may  be  silver  and 
gold  and  notes  of  State  batiks ;  and  above  twen- 
ty- dollara,  silver  and  gold  and  notes  of  State 
banks  and  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
TMb  greater  use  of  silver  and  gold,  for  common 
purposes,  and  small  psyments,!  have  thought  to 
be  adesirable  object,  as  I  have  often  before  said. 

The  next  section  looks  to  the  winding  up  of 
the  afiairs  of  the  bank ;  and  it  provides  thai,  at 
ai^  time  within  the  last  three  years  of  its  oontin- 
nanoe,  its  directors  may  divide,  among  the  stock- 
holders, any  portiea  «  the  cental  which  they 
may  have  wiutdrawn  frran  active  operation.  The 
remaining  sections  are  only  such  as  are  formal 
and  necessary ;  oob  continues  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress oonneoted  with  the  bank,  such  as  thtwe 
provi^ng  In  fot^g  Its  notes ;  and  the  other 
requires  the  acceptance  of  this  bill  by  the  bank, 
in  order  to  ^ve  it  vali^ty  and  effect. 

Sooh,  Vr.  Pretident,  are  tiie  {ffoviuons  o£  this 
Un.  Tbejareftwandrimpis: 


[Mabob,  1S8A. 

1.  The  bank  is  to  be  ocmtinned  fbr  dz  y«an* 
S.  The  deports  are  to  be  restcned  aft^  the 

Ist  of  July, 
8.  Congress  is  to  be  at  perfect  liberty  to 

create  any  new  bank,  at  any  time  after  Uandii 

1886. 

4,  The  direotors,  in  order  to  wind  up  their 
concerns,  may,  three  years  i)efore  the  six  years 
expire,  begin  to  divide  the  capitsl  among  the 
stockholders. 

Mr.  Preudent,  this  is  the  measure  which  I 
propose ;  and  it  is  my  settled  t>elief  that,  if  we 
cannot  carry  this,  we  can  carry  notiiing. 

I  have  thas,  sir,  stated  my  opinions,  and  dia- 
charged  my  duty.  I  see  the  country  laboring, 
and  struggling,  and  panting  under  an  enormous 
political  evil.  I  propose  a  remedy  which  I  am 
sure  will  produce  relief^  if  it  be  adopted,  and 
which  seems  to  me  most  likely  to  obtain  aap- 
port.  And  now,  sir,  I  put  it  to  every  member 
of  Congress,  how  he  can  resist  this  measure, 
uulesB  by  proposing  another,  and  a  better. 
Who  among  the  agents  and  servants  of  the 
people  assembled  in  these  Houses,  is  prepared, 
m  the  present  distressed  state  of  the  country, 
to  say,  that  he  wiU  oppose  every  thing,  and 
propose  nothing  I  Por  one,  tii,  I  can  only  sqr, 
that  I  have  beui  drivoa  to  this  propoedtion  hy 
an  irresistihle  impulse  of  obligation  to  the  eona- 
try.  HI  had  been  suddenly  oaUed  to  my  great 
reokcming  in  another  worid,  I  should  have  felt 
that  one  duty  was  left  onattempted,  if  I  had  no 
measare  to  Teo«nmendf  no  expedient  to  pro- 
pose, no  hage  to  hcdd  out  to  this  BofEbring  com- 
muaity. 

WkdrbdjlT,  March  19. 
Pt^lic  JHttreu. 

Mr.  TouuFsoN  presented  the  memorial  of 
merchants,  manufacturers,  and  othw  citizens  of 
the  town  of  Bridgeport,  in  G(»neetiont,  relar 
tive  to  the  embarnsnnents  and  distress  consa- 
qaent  on  the  course  of  the  ^ncntive  reqwct- 
ing  tiie  oniTenoy  and  bafiking  institntiona  in 
the  oounlay. 

With  the  memorial,  Mr.  T.  said,  he  had  re- 
ceived a  communication  from  several  respecta- 
ble citizens  of  that  town,  authorizing  him  to 
state  that  the  memorial  is  subscribed  by  880 
persons,  who  are  entitied  to  vote  at  the  town 
and  State  elections ;  and  that  there  aire  but  a 
few  more  thui  400  legal  voters  residing  in  tiu 
town. 

For  the  information  of  the-Soiate,  it  may  not 
be  improper,  s^d  he^  to  state,  that,  notwith- 
standing the  flnotnationa  of  trade  heretofiv& 
Bridgeport  has  steadily  and  ri^)idly  advaiu»a 
in  wealth  and  improvement.  At  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  centory,  it  was  compara- 
tively but  an  ittoonuderable  village.  Now,  the 
bwongh  of  that  name  exceeds  in  population  any 
other  port  in  that  important  and  populous  sec- 
tion of  the  State.  It  not  only  participates  lar^ 
ly  in  the  trade  and  buuness  of  the  prodootiva 
ud  rich  oonntgr  of  Fdifidd,  but  ezteoda 
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oonmiercial  relations  into  the  very  important 
and  prosperous  oounties  adjoining  it. 

Ur.  T.  moved  that  the  memorial  be  referred 
to  the  Committeo  on  Finance  and  printed ; 
which  was  ordered. 

lb.  HgElBjjt  said,  a  oonimittee  of  rixteen 
gniflemen,  meohanios  of  Philadelphia,  consist- 
mg  oH  oabioet-makers,  pianoforte-makers,  chair- 
muers,  npholeterers,  fancy  fdmi&hers,  flringe- 
makers,  ciUTcrs,  gildera,  vamishers,  tamers, 
lamp-makers,  coach-makers,  and  others  ragaged 
in  nimishiDg  raaterials  for  the  same,  have 
charged  me  with  a  memorial,  to  be  presented 
to  the  Senate,  signed,  as  I  am  infonaed,  by 
about  seven  hundred  of  these  meritorious  citi- 
zens. They  state  that  they  have  been  steadily 
panning  their  various  ocoapations,  and  endeav- 
ormg  to  fulfil  thdr  duties  as  mechanics  and 
eitizens,  without  interfering  in  political  affairs 
flirther  than  simply  exercising  Uieir  rights  at 
fhe  p(dls;  and  that,  up  to  the  period  of  the 
removal  the  public  deposits  mm  the  United 
States  Bank,  tlieir  various  branches  of  badness 
vere  becoming  increasingly  prosi>erons;  they 
were  thankfally  eigoying  the  fruits  of  honest 
industry,  and  induing  a  prospect  of  their  con- 
tinned  increase.  But,  nnce  the  event  alluded 
to,  they  have  experienced  an  almost  total  pros- 
bstion  of  their  bumness,  which,  if  not  averted 
soon,  must  involve  them  and  their  families  in 
utter  ruin;  and  that  they  oan  ascribe  th^ 
present  distress  to  no  other  oaose  than  the  re- 
moral  of  the  deposits,  and  earnestly  request 
their  immediate  rastiHrstion. 

Sea  OrUatu  Mmarial. 

Mr.  WAGOAHAir  presented  resolutions  and 
%  memorial  adopted  at  a  meeting  of  the  mer- 
chants of  New  Orleans.  On  the  presentation 
of  which  Mr.  W.  said : 

Mr.  President:  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  docu- 
ment containing  sundry  resolutions  and  a  me- 
morial, adopted  at  one  of  the  largMt  public 
meetings  ever  oonvened  in  New  Orleans,  on 
any  preceding  occasion,  which  it  becomes  my 
di]^,  as  the  flo-Tepresentative  of  Lodnana  on 
this  floor,  to  communioate  tothe  Senate,  And 
I  will  also  take  leave  to  observe^  ftoogh  it 
1m  disagreeable  to  the  ears  of  some  gentlemen, 
that  that  meeting  was  composed  of  every  de- 
scription of  persona,  without  distincti^m  as  to 
party,  Jackson  men  and  auti-Jackson  men,  ad- 
ministration and  anti-administration  men,  sup- 
porters and  opponents  of  the  present  admiidstra- 
tion.  The  proceedings  had  at  that  meeting 
vrere  ragned  by  its  chairman,  Mr,  Oakey,  who 
has  been,  from  the  earliest  period  of  the  aspira- 
tions  of  Uie  present  Chief  Magistrate  for  political 
power  and  hi|^  official  station,  down  to  the  pres- 
ent momniL  through  good  and  through  evil  re- 
port one  of  his  most  ardent^  active,  aad  xeal- 
ouBxHends,  spendinffmoremoD^,  and  consum- 
ing more  time  In  aid  of  ttw  cause,  than  any 
tftrarmaaknoini  to  me  In  ihatState.  Br^l 


say  it  in  no  term  of  reproach  to  that  gentie- 
man,  but  am  happy  to  avaO  myself  of  this  pub- 
lic occasion  to  oear  testimony  in  favor  of  his 
most  excellent  character,  ltdieving,  as  I  do,  that 
whatever  he  has  done  in  partisan  acts  in  aid  oi 
this  admhiistratifHi,  has  been  done  with  the 
purest  and  most  patriotio  motives.  I  have 
thought  it  proper  to  be  thus  minute  and  dr* 
oumstantial,  in  order  to  show  that  the  meeting 
was  not  devised  and  got  up  in  ud  of  part^ 
views  and  party  purpoBea,  but  ■wholly  and  ex- 
clusively for  the  intents  and  purposes  set  forth 
in  the  memorial. 

These  resolutions  and  mem(»*ial  state  fbcta 
that  no  declarations,  however  bold  and  ret^lesa, 
can  deny;  nor  ailments,  however  eloquent, 
ingenious,  and  aitfally  woven,  can  weaken. 
It  states  the  deep  and  abiding  distress  of  tiie 
people,  I  mean  the  agricultural  and  commer- 
oial  people  of  Loniriana.  who,  notwithstanding 
their  heretofore  saoceasnd  enterprise,  have  no^ 
in  this  dark  hour  of  pecuniary  diatiress  and 
want,  been  able  to  shidd  themselves  from  ita 
ruinous  consequences.  Their  rich  and  fertile 
lands,  dded  as  tiiey  have  been  by  the  hands  of 
their  skilful  and  industrious  cultivators,  have  in 
vain  yielded  forth  th^  accustomed  rich  fruita 
and  abundant  harvests ;  they  remain  without 
demand,  or  are  sold  at  prices  far  and  roinouslj 
below  the  reasonable  and  just  expectations  of 
those,  by  the  sweat  of  whose  brows,  and  the 
toil  of  whose  hands,  they  have  been  produced. 


Thttbsdat,  Mandi  80. 
Stehartmg  BatA  United  Siatee, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Wxasm,  the  Senate  re- 
sumed the  conuderation  of  his  motion  for  leave 
to  introduce  a  biU  to  continue,  for  a  limited 
time,  the  charter  of  the  Bank  (tf  tiie  United 
States. 

Mr.  Wbioht  said  it  was  not  his  purpose  to 
enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  ^at  prinoiplos 
involved  in  the  passage  of  the  bill  upon  the  ta- 
lkie. Bis  object  in  obtaining  the  floor,  upon  a 
former  day,  had  been  to  reply  to  some  tnings 
whidi  had  fallen  from  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Lkgh,)  aad  to  notice  a  fair 
remarlEB  made  by  the  honorable  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  (Mr.  Wkbbi 
when  hei  offered  tiie  bilL  He  must,  he 
however,  be  permitted  to  congratulate  hii: 
tiiat  the  SenUe  had  now  reached  what  he  had, 
from  the  commencement  of  the  session,  con- 
sidered the  true  question  before  Coogress  and 
the  country — ^tbe  question  of  "bank  or  no 
bank; "  the  questiou  whether  the  present  Bauk 
of  the  United  States  should  be  rechartered  for 
any  period  of  time,  or  whether  any  national 
bank  should  be  created  by  the  authority  of 
OongresB,  after  the  expiration  of  the  charter  of 
the  present  bank.  These  questions,  he  consid- 
ered, must  be  involved  in  the  present  discus- 
sion, and  he  must  be  permitted  farther  to  con- 
gratulate himaelf  that,  as  to  fhe  oontfitatioDal 
power  of  CIoiigresB  to  pasa  Uie  bill  now  under 
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consideration,  or  aii7  bill  to  diarter  a  bank 
BimUar  to  that  now  oxistiiig,  the  opinions  of 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Vii^ia  Qtr. 
Lxioh)  and  his  own  pa-factiy  coincided.  The 
honorable  Senator  did  not  believe,  nor  did  he 
himself  believe,  that  Congress  possessed  an7 
Bach  power,  and  therefore,  so  far  aa  their  ac- 
tion was  concerned,  no  snoh  bank  could  exist 
Aftw  the  jear  1880,  when  the  charter  of  the 
pnseut  bsjik  will  en>ire  by  its  own  limitation. 
3Cr.  W.  said  he  woold  not  attempt  to  repeat  the 
amiments  which  tiie  honorable  Senator  had 
so  ni^>pil7  nsed,  in  his  dear  and  strong  manner, 
to  estabtish  the  correctness  of  thdr  opinions. 
Any  attempt  hj  him  to  do  so  ui^t  weaken 
what  had  been  so*well  and  so  oonoiMly  said  hj 
the  Senator ;  bat  he  woold  detain  the  Senate 
to  add  one  view  of  this  sabject,  which  had  not 
been  taken  by  the  honorable  Senator,  and  which 
bad  strack  his  mind  with  great  force.  Upon 
all  former  occasions,  when  the  power  of  Oon- 
gress  to  charter  a  bank  had  been  under  discaS' 
slon,  reference  had  been  made  to  that  clause 
of  the  constitution  whidi  reads  in  the  follow- 
ing words : 

'*Tbe  Congress  shall  have  power  to  make  all 
hira  which  sb&ll  be  necessar;  and  proper  for  carry- 
ing into  execatioQ  the  foregoing  powers,  and  all 
ouer  powers  vested  b7  this  oonatltatffui  in  the 
Oovenunent  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  depart- 
ment or  office  thereof." 

-  All,  Hr.  W.  sdd,  as  he  understood,  had  for- 
merly argued  Uiat  this  necessity  must  be  shown 
before  the  power  could  be  inferred,  and  he  had 
also  understood  that  all  had  admitted  that  this 
constitutional  necessity  must  be  a  nocessity 
growing  out  of  the  wants  of  the  Government, 
and  not  out  of  the  wants  of  business ;  that  it 
must  be  a  necessity  arising  from  the  collection, 
distribution,  and  disbursement  of  the  public 
revenues,  not  out  of  the  wants  of  the  commer- 
cial interests,  the  mercantile  interests,  the  man- 
nfiwtaring  into^sts,  or  any  other  branch  of  la- 
bor and  enterprise ;  that  it  must  be  a  necessity 
growing  ont  of  the  wants  of  the  public  Treasury 
and  the  administration  of  the  finances  of  the 
coantry,  and  not  out  of  the  wants  of  the  indi- 
vidoal  citizens.  What,  Mr.  President,  (sud  Mr. 
W.,)  have  we  heard  urged  as  constituting  tbis 
necessity,  in  the  whole  course  of  this  debate,  in 
all  the  various  shapes  and  forms  in  which  it  has 
been  carried  on  in  this  body  for  tiow  about  four 
months  ?  The  wants  of  ordinary  business,  the 
demand  for  capital,  the  regulation  of  exchanges, 
theimportanceofauniform  p^er currency :  not 
the  wants  of  the  Treasury.  These  last,  sir,  have 
not  been  mentioned  in  the  oompariaon,  whUe 
the  former  are  made  the  in^spntable  evidence 
that  a  bank  is  necessary.  Sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  the 
wants  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  wants  of  the 
Treasury  alone,  can.  constitute  this  constitution- 
al necessity.  The  wants  of  business  cannot  be 
the  legitimate  subjects  of  conrideration  for  those 
who  seek  to  derive  the  power  to  charter  a  bank 
from  this  provision  of  the  constitution.  He 
«id  he  was  one  of  those  who  did  not  bdiere 
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that  any  power  whatever  was  granted  to  Oon- 
gress  by  this  provision,  much  less  the  power 
to  charter  a  bank ;  but  he  must  believe  that 
tiiose  who  did  infer  sudi  a  power  from  it, 
would,  at  least,  admit  the  necessity  mast  be 
BQch  a  one  as  the  conBtitution  contemplated, 
and  that  the  constitution  could  not  have  con- 
templated any  other  than  a  necessity  connected 
with  the  collection,  distribution,  and  disburse- 
ment of  the  revenues  of  the  Government,  not 
the  ordinary  necessities  of  trade  and  exohfuige. 
These  last  were  the  wants  which  gentlemen 
foared  tiie  State  banks  could  not  supply,  though 
they  were  willing  to  engage  to  collect  and  dis- 
trilrate  tbe  pnblio  mcmeys  upon  the  same  terms 
that  the  United  States  Bank  had  done  it  He 
b^ged  the  Senate  to  look  at  this  view  of  the 
case  before  they  permitted  a  neeesaty,  ima^- 
nary  or  real,  unknown  to  the  ocoiststuttoii,  to 
influence  their  action. 

We  are  told,  Mr.  Fre»dent,  by  the  honor- 
able Senator,  said  Mr.  W.,  that  we  must  have  a 
national  bank;  and  what,  sir,  is  the  reason 
urged,  as  conclusive  upon  us,  to  establish  the 
position?  It  is  the  existence  of  the  present 
pressure  upon  the  money  market  of  the  coun- 
try, sud  to  exist,  in  oontempl&tion  of  the  wind- 
ing up  of  the  present  bank.  Sin  said  Mr.  W,, 
this  proves  to  me  morely,  not  that  we  want  a 
bank  but  that  we  have  a  bank.  Whenro  does 
the  distress  and  pressure  oomplained  of  pro- 
ceed ?  It,  no  doubt,  has  its  origin  in  a  com' 
plication  of  causes,  among  which  a  general 
system  of  over-trading  and  the  change  of  the 
revenue  laws  are  among  the  most  important ; 
but  I  cannot  doubt  thatl)y  far  the  most  power-r 
ftil  cause,  at  this  time  in  operation,  is  the  hostile 
attitude  which  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
has  thought  it  for  her  interest  to  assume  towards 
the  State  banks.  We  have  it  in  evidence  among 
the  documents  of  Oongress,  upon  the  oath  of 
the  chief  officer  of  the  bank,  l£r.  Biddle  him^ 
self,  that  that  institntion  has  the  power  to 
crush  the  State  banks  at  pleasure ;  that  Ihey 
exist  by  its  clemency  alone,  and  not  beoanse  it 
has  not  tiie  power  to  shut  their  doors.  The 
evidences  of  a  di^osition  to  exert  that  power, 
have,  for  the  last  few  months,  been  strong  ana 
numerous.  Have  we  not  heard  it  preuoted, 
Mr.  President,  from  all  sides  of  this  chamber, 
that  the  State  banks  would  be  compelled  to 
stop  specie  payments  within  a  short  period  of 
time!  Have  we  not  seen  the  bank  presses 
calling  on  the  community  to  make  runs  upon 
those  banks,  telling  the  poor  laborer  who  bad 
a  five  dollar  note  of  a  State  bank  to  call  and. 
get  the  specie  for  it  before  it  became  a  valoe- 
less  rag  in  his  pocket?  Oan  tiiese  indications 
have  been  mistaken,  sir  t  In  the  State  which 
I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent  here,  X 
am  happy  to  know  that  they  have  not  either  been 
mistaken  or  disregarded ;  and  I  hope  I  may  not 
find  myself  mistaken  in  the  belief,  that  the 
banks  of  that  State  are  prepared  to  meet  the 
blow  intended  for  them.  From  the  latest  ad- 
vices Ihave  reoeivedi  I  am  authorized  to  si^ 
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pose  that  they  have  withdrawn  from  circola- 
tion  and  redeemed  from  $4,000,000  to  $6,000,000 
cf  their  notes,  within  the  last  nzty  or  seventy 
days.  The  effect  of  this  eztei^ve  onrtidlnent 
tmoa  the  merobaats,  and,  indeed,  upon  all 
duses  oi  the  oommonity,  mnst  be  severe,  bat 
adf-proteeUon  and  self-preBerratimi  require  the 
ooime  at  the  hands  <a  the  banks,  and  they 
have  no  volition.  It  wonld  be  madness  for 
them  not  to  prepare  for  their  defence,  when 
they  are  pnUioly  told  that  this  immense  mon- 
eyed power,  with  |8fi,000,000  of  capital  at 
(KHnmand,  is  about  to  dim  a  deadly  blow  at 
them ;  when  they  know  it  has  vaunted  its 
power  over  them,  and  proved  upon  oath  that 
Its  forbearance  was  the  tenure  by  which  they 
held  their  existence.  The  banks,  then,  cannot 
extend  themselves  while  this  all-powerftd  enemy 
stands  ready  to  take  the  first  advuitage  of  thdr 
exposure,  and  to  pnsh  it  to  their  ndn.  Bit,  is 
there  any  other  cause  fbr  this  rtt^H  curtail- 
ment, and  this  dose  defensive  podtitm  assnmed 
by  the  State  banks!  I  know  of  none.  There 
can  be  none.  There  is  no  peculiar  demand  for 
Bpede  Rowing  out  of  the  state  of  trade  and 
the  condition  of  exchange ;  but,  on  tiie  contra- 
ry, the  reverse  is  to  a  greater  extent  true  than 
it  has  been  at  any  former  period  of  our  history. 
Specie  is,  at  this  moment,  abondant  in  the 
country,  and  its  flow  is  to,  not  from  us. 

I  eannot,  then,  be  mistaken  when  I  say,  that 
if  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  would  cease 
its  efforts  for,  and  its  hopes  o^  a  re-existence, 
and  wonld  endeavor  to  perform  its  dnt?  to 
the  country,  by  oloring  its  affairs  with  as  little 
injury  as  poadble  to  any  individual  or  public 
interest,  the  Btate,  banks  wonld  be  able  to 
extend  thdr  loans,  confidence  would  be  restored, 
and  the  pressure  apon  the  money  market  would 
Boon  cease.  Apprehension,  a  jnst  apprehen- 
rion  of  the  hostile  movements  of  mis  great 
institution,  is  the  most  poweribl  cause  of  the 
present  scarcity  of  money.  This  scarcity  mnst 
exist  so  long  as  this  apprehension  continues. 
How,  then,  is  it  to  be  allayed,  would  seem  to 
be  the  pertinent  inquiry?  The  honorable 
Senator  from  Uassaohusetts  answers  ns  by  the 
Ml  upon  yonr  table,  Becliarter  the  hank ; 
appease  the  monster  by  prolon^ng  its  existence 
and  increasing  its  power  I  I  say,  Ko,  sir ;  but 
act  promptly  and  rdftase  ita  wish ;  destroy  its 
liope  of  a  recfaarter,  and  yon  destroy  its  in- 
ducement to  be  hostile  to  tiieBtateinstitnlionfl. 
A  different  interest,  the  interest  of  its  stock- 
lioldera  to  wind  up  its  affairs  as  profitably  to 
themselves  as  possible,  becomes  its  ruling  object, 
and  will  direct  its  policy.  The  more  prosper- 
ous the  country,  the  more  plenty  the  money  of 
o^er  institnlions,  the  more  easily  and  safely 
can  this  object  be  accomplished ;  and  every 
hope  of  a  continued  existence  being  destroyed, 
that  this  will  be  the  object  of  the  bank  is  as 
certun  as  that  its  moneyed  interest  goverus  a 
moneyed  incorporation.  Hr.  President,  this  is 
nuquestionably  the  o[dnlon  of  tbe  country. 
Lent,  dr,  at  ue  files  m  memorials  i^on  yonr 


taUe,  and  however  widely  he  may  differ  as  to 
their  views  of  the  Iwnk,  they  all  hold  to  yon 
this  langnage,  "Act  speedily,  and  finally  ad^tle 
the  question." 

But  we  an  tdd,  dr,  that  the  country  cannot 
snstain  the  winding  up  of  tiie  afikirs  of  this  bank, 
bthisso?  What  does  «perienceteadiu8Uptn] 
this  snlject!  The  old  Bank  cf  the  United 
States,  within  four  months  of  the  dose  of  its 
charter,  was  more  extended  in  proportion  to 
the  amount  of  its  capitd  than  the  present  bank 
is  at  this  moment,  and  still  it  is  dmost  two 
years  to  the  close  of  its  charter.  The  old  bank 
struggled  as  this  does  for  a  re-existence ;  the 
country  was  then  danned,  memorials  in  favor 
of  the  hank  were  then,  as  now,  piled  upon  the 
tables  of  the  members  of  Oongress ;  the  cries 
of  distress  rang  through  these  halls  then  as 
distinctly  as  tiiey  now  do ;  nay,  more,  gentle- 
men were  then  sent  here  flrom  uie  oommovid 
dties  to  be  examined  upon  oath,  before  .the 
oommittees  of  Offligress,  to  prove  uie  existence 
and  the  extent  of  the  disteess;  banness  was 
then  in  a  state  of  the  utmost  d^nresdon  in  all 
parts  of  the  Union;  commerce  was  literdly 
suspended  by  the  restrictive  measures  of  the 
Government;  trade  was  dull  beyond  any 
former  example ;  property  of  all  kinds  was 
unosnally  depressed  in  price ;  and  the  country 
was  on  the  eve  of  a  war  with  the  most  powerful 
nation  in  the  world.  Still  Oongress  was  un- 
moved, and  the  old  bank  wss  not  rechartered. 
Such  is  the  history  of  that  period,  and,  with 
the  find  action  of  CQnyees.  dl  knowledge  of 
the  disbresa  oeased.  Who  has  ever  heard  <^ 
disasters  to  the  business  <^  the  oonntnr  pro- 
ceeding from  the  winding  up  of  the  old  bank  t 
I,  sir,  can  find  no  trace  <h  any  such  conse- 
quences. I  do  find  that,  in  a  period  of  about 
eighteen  months  after  the  expiration  of  the 
charter,  the  bank  disposed  of  its  other  obliga- 
tions, and  divided  to  its  stockholders  abont 
eighty-eight  per  cent  upon  their  stock. 

It  is  now  admitted  on  all  hands,  that  the 
countiy  is  rich  and  prosperous  in  an  nnusud 
degree;  pnqierty  of  all  kinds  is  abondant; 
commerce  is  free  and  extensive  and  Sourishing, 
and  business  of  every  description  is  hedthfbi 
and  vigorous.  If,  then,  we  cannot,  in  this  con- 
dition of  things,  sustain  the  clodng  of  the  afihirs 
of  this  great  moneyed  incorporation,  it  is  attSo  to 
assume  that  tiie  country  will  never  see  the 
time  when  it  can  do  it.  Grant  it  longer  life 
and  deeper  root,  and  in  vdn  didl  we  try  in 
future  to  shake  it  from  us.  It  will  dictate  its 
own  terms,  and  command  its  own  existence. 
Indeed,  Mr.  President,  the  whole  tendency  of 
the  honorable  Senator's  argument,  seemed  to 
me  to  be  to  prove  the  necessity  of  a  perpetnd 
bank  of  tJiis  description,  and  we  have  been 
repeatedly  told,  during  the  debate  of  the  last 
three  months,  that  uiis  free,  uid  rich,  and 
prosperous  country,  cannot  get  on  without  a 
great  moneyed  power  of  wis  description  to 
regulate  its  affairs.  The  bill  before  the  Senate 
proposes  to  repeal  the  monopoUdng  providtm. 
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in  the  existing  ohartw,  and  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator teUi  us  tut  tiiis  fa  to  be  done  that  Oongress 
Toaj,  wiUiln  the  nx  yean  over  which  this 
fa  to  extend  the  life  of  the  present  hank,  estab- 
lish a  new  bank  to  take  its  place,  and  into 
whiditheaffjursoftheoldmaybetraiufnTed,  so 
as  to  be  finally  closed  withoat  a  shook  to  the 
oonntry,  thfa  is  not  the  relief*!  seek.  My 
object  is  the  entire  disconttnnanoe  and  eradica- 
tion of  this  or  any  umilar  institution.  We 
are  told  the  distresses  of  the  oonntry  will  not 
permit  this  now.  When,  sir,  will  it  ever  permit 
it  better  t  When  will  the  time  oome  that  this 
odious  inatitation  can  be  finally  closed  with  less 
distress  than  now!  Never,  while  enpidity 
oh»s  its  fixed  laws. 

ThiM  distress,  Mr.  Fredden^  did  not  exfat 
whm  we  left  our  homes :  we  heard  not  of  it 
thai ;  it  eommoioed  with  the  oommenoement 
of  onr  debates  here ;  and  I  doubt  not  it  will 
end  when  our  debates  end,  and  oar  final  action 
fa  known,  whatever  may  be  the  result  to  which 
we  ehall  arrive.  It  most  necessarily  be  tempo- 
rary ;  and  it  does  not  prove  to  my  mind  the 
necessity  of  a  bank,  bat  the  misdiiefe  a  bank 
may  prodnce.  I  care  not  whether  it  be  or  be 
not  in  the  pqwer  of  the  bank  to  ameliorate 
the  evils  now  complained  of.  That  it  can  canee 
them  in  any  manner,  fa  proof  that,  if  the  dispo- 
sition exist,  it  can  cause  them  at  ^easore,  and 
thfa  very  not  fa  the  atrtmgeet  evideDO^  to  my 
mind,  that  no  Institntion,  with  saoh  a  power, 
ought  to  exist  in  thfa  oonntry. 

Sir,  the  anbjeet  of  our  present  aoticai  involvea 
two  great  prindples:  one  of  ooDstitotional 

e)wer,  and  one  of  governmental  expediency, 
pon  neither  shoold  onr  action  be  govtfned 
solely  by  onksiderations  of  temporary  derange- 
mentand  distrese  in  the  money  market.  Bevol- 
sions  in  trade  and  bosiness  and  pecuniary 
afiliurs  will  happen.  They  must  be  temporary ; 
tiie  country  will  restore  itself,  and  money  will 
again  be  plenty ;  but  the  settlement  of  iiapor- 
tant  principles  most  involve  oonsequenoes  of  an 
endaring  character— consequences  which  will 
exert  an  inflaenoe  for  good  or  evil,  throngh  all 
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Pttblia  DUtrett. 

Mr.  Out  sfdd  he  had  been  desirons  for  some 
days  past  of  en  opportunity  of  presenting  to 
the  Senate  a  memorial,  but  bad  not  been  able 
to  do  it,  in  oouBeqaence  of  the  intervention  of 
other  business.  Zt  was  a  memorial  signed  by 
upwards  of  three  thousand  persons,,  derks  of 
mercantile  men,  and  others  engased  in  trade, 
in  the  city  of  New  Tork.  The  memorial 
came  from  a  class  of  men  embraiung  almost 
every  variety  of  situation ;  men,  old  and  young, 
married  men  and  single  men.  The  m^rity  <u 
these  men  are  withont  cipital  or  property  of 
any  kind,  other  than  that  probity,  industry, 
and  pttblio  orafidenoe^  wlddi  obtains  for  thwi 


bosiness,  and  tbe  others  an  men  <tf  small  eq>- 
itaL  The  memorial  came  from  a  daaa  of  men 
which,  he  was  informed,  was  highly  intdligeufe 
and  respecteble.  They  did  not  prononce  uelr 
opinio  on  the  oaases  which  haveprodnced  the 
distress  and  peounUry  embsrassment,  of  whidi 
didly  and  hoarly  sacb  afflicting  evidence  fa  re- 
ceived;  bat  they  bear  testimony  to  the  exist- 
ence of  that  distress,  of  wMch  nobody  doubts. 
They  pray  Oongress  to  afford  such  remedy  as 
the  nigency  of  the  case  demands.  The  piq>6r 
was  not  long,  Mr.  O.  sud,  and  he  would  take 
the  liberty  to  read  it  for  tiie  information  <tf  the 
Senate. 

^ere  Mr.  Out  read  the  memorial] 
While  up,  Hr.  0.  said,  as  it  was  somewhat 
^fBoult,  owing  to  the  number  of  petitionk  in 
the  hands  of  gentlonen,  to  get  on  opportunify 
to  presmt  one  to  the  Smats^  he  would  present 
another  petition  on  the  same  snl^eot,  and  would 
move  that  both  the  memotuls  be  referred  at 
the  same  time.  Thfa  second  memorial  wss  front 
a  large  number  of  traders  frwn  as  many  as  tm 
different  Stetes  in  the  valley  of  tiie  Miasi^pi^ 
who  happened  lately  to  be  in  Fhiladdphia 
where  tney  were  called  in  the  oonrse  of  tneir 
business,  for  the  purpose  of  faying  in  their  stock 
of  goods  for  the  season.  These  men  were 
engaged  in  every  variety  of  trade,  were  of 
every  pditioal  party,  though  they  give  no  polit- 
ioal  character  to  thdr  menunfal.  Many  (rf 
these  gmtlemea  oanie  from  Vr.  C'a,  own 
State^  and  with  many  of  them  lie  was  well  ae- 
qoaiiUed ;  and,  from  all  the  Information  In  hfa 
possesuon,  he  was  gratified  to  say,  they  vere 
mteUigent  highly  respectoble^d  diaraater 
and  standing  in  sodety.  They  were  men 
whose  course  of  buuness  makes  uiem  well  in- 
formed of  the  o<xQdition  of  sffairs  in  the  section 
of  country  they  come  frcon.  They  find  that  the 
stete  of  exchange  greatly  embarrasses  their  bna- 
ness,  and  makes  them  exceedingly  anxious  for 
the  future.  The  meeting  was  ^tcwether  pro- 
miscuous, was  assembled  aooidentaUy,  and  the 
memorial  was  agreed  on  with  perfect  unanimity 
of  sentiment.  Aa  it  wai^  like  the  New  York 
memorial,  also  a  short  on&  Mr.  0.  said  he 
would  dso  take  liie  Uhert^  of  reading  it  Um- 
selt 

ri&.  Out  then  read  the  memorial.] 
Mr.  O.  moved  that  the  memorials  be  refer- 
red to  the  OiHnndttee  on  Slnanoe,  and  be  print- 
ed; which  motion  was  oarried. 

New  Jertey  Metnorialt. 

Mr.  SouTnAitD  presented  five  memorfals : 
one  from  three  of  the  banks  of  New  Jersey,  and 
the  others  from  the  ooonties  of  Monmouth,  Glon- 
cester,  and  Hunterdon,  in  the  same  State,  com- 
plaining of  the  pecuniary  embarrassments  of  the 
country,  which  tiaey  ^tribute  to  the  remoTal 
of  the  public  depMtts  from  the  Bank  erf  the 
United  States,  and  praying  tat  th^  restcn^cm, 
with  such  other  measure  of  rdi^  as  Congreae 
may  devise.  The  memorialists  also  express  the 
offtaioa  that  the  inatruoticHU  given  by  the  fa|^ 
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ktare  of  Kew  Jersey  to  their- Seuators  in  Con- 
gress, were  not  warranted  hj  the  sense  of  the 
people  of  that  State,  a  vast  mi^ori^  (rf  whom 
were  opposed  to  them. 

On  the  presentation  of  these  memorials, 
Mr.  8.  BpoM  tor  nearly  an  hour  in  oomment- 
npon  tbeir  oonten^  diowiog  the  nnmber 
remotalHlity  of  the  aigners^  enfordng  their 
jnjetwr  the  nUef  whieh  Ckm^^B  alone  oonld 

Marj/land  Memorial*. 

Hr.  KjtNT  «dd  he  had  been  requested  to  pre- 
sent to  the  Senate,  memorials  from  four  hanks 
located  in  tiie  western  part  of  the  State  of 
Maryland,  three  of  them  m  Frederick  cil^,  and 
cue  in  Williamsport,  in  Washington  cotmty. 
Those  from  Frederick  dty  were  ^ent  on  the 
rabject  of  the  remoTal  oS  the  depoaits,  thon^ 
Asade^  in  fiiTW  of  the  reoharterof  tiieBank 
of  the  Tlnlted  States. 

I  iThese  memorials  are  oondied  in  respectfnl 
laogaage,  and  I  beg  leave  to  state  to  tiie  Senate 
tiiat  the  saboribers  to  them  are  gentlemen  of 
acknowledged  intelligence  and  of  great  worth 
and  resQjectability  Gt  character;  posse^o^ 
mnch  experience  in  their  line  of  business,  inti- 
mately aoqoaiuted  with  the  intu-ests  of  their 
snrroimding  ooontry,  and  the  feelings  that 
pervade  its  popnladon.  These  memorialists 
have  been  oonanoting  for  years  banks  of  as 
madt  solidify  as  any  la  the  Bt^  located  in  arich 
and  fertile  coon  try,  in  the  midst  of  a  popnlation 
proverbial  for  their  skilfiil,  unremitted  mdnstry 
and  great  frngalitT' ;  and  be  assured,  Vs.  Pren- 
tb^  wonld  Boom  to  oome  here  with  any 
CCTajdainta,  eitlier  on  their  own  aoconnt  or 
that  of  enterprising  conntrymen,  unless 
they  had  been  made  to  the  pressnre  tiiat 
now  overshadows  our  land,  and  de^ly  foel  it 
too. 

ytf.  K.  moved  that  the  memorials  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  printed ;  which 
traaeanieil. 

Beekartering  Btmk  United  StaU$. 
The  Yioi  Pbksideht  announced  the  first  spe- 
cial order  to  be  the  granting  leave  to  introdnce 
A  Inll  to  recharter  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States. 

3fr.CjxaoDHB^dt  I  rise  in  wder  to  av^  my- 
self of  an  early  opportunity  to  express  my  opinion 
on  the  measure  proposed  by  the  Senator  from 
ICasaachusetts,  and  the  questions  immediately 
connected  wiui  it.  on  the  ground  that,  on  a  sul^- 
ject  so  immediately  connected  with  the  interests 
of  every  class  in  the  community,  there  should 
be  an  early  declaration  of  their  sentiments  by 
the  members  of  this  body,  so  that  all  might 
know  what  to  expect^  and  on  what  to  calculate. 

I  shall  vote  for  the  motion  of  the  Senator, 
not  because  I  approve  of  the  measure  he  pro- 
poses, but  because  I  consider  it  due,  in  courtesy, 
to  mnt  leave,  unless  there  be  strong  reasons 
to  ue  eontraiy,  wUoh  is  not  the  case  in  this 
imtnee}  InitirMelam  prepared  tovotefi»r 
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his  motion,  and,  let  me  add.  to  do  ample  justice 
to  his  motives  for  introducing  the  bill,  I  cannot 
approve  of  the  measure  he  proposes.  In  every 
view  which  I  have  been  able  to  take,  it  is  ol^- 
Jeetionable.  Among  the  ol{jections,  I  place  the 
uncertainty  as  to  ita  object  It  is  left  perfectly 
open  to  conjecture,  whether  a  renewal  of  the 
charter  is  intended,  or  a  mere  continuance  with 
the  view  of  affording  the  bank  time  to  wind  up 
its  affairs ;  and  what  increases  the  uncertainty 
is,  if  we  compare  the  provisions  of  the  proposed 
bill  wiQi  the  one  or  uie  other  of  these  objects, 
it  is  equally  unsnited  to  either.  If  a  renewal 
of  the  cnarter  be  intended,  six  years  is  too  short ; 
if  B  continuance,  too  long.  I,  however,  state 
this  as  a  mere  minor  objection.  There  is  an- 
other of  far  more  decisive  character ;  it  settles 
nothing,  it  leaves  every  tlung  nnfixed— it  perpet- 
uates the  present  struggle  which  so  inhuiously 
agitates  the  oonntiy — a  straggle  of  bank  against 
bank— of  one  set  of  oidnicnu  against  another ; 
and  pndongs  the  whole,  without  even  an  inter- 
vening anmstice,  to  the  year  1842 — a  period 
that  covers  two  Presidential  terms,  and,  by 
tiievitable  consequence,  running,  for  two  suc- 
cesdve  Presidential  elections,  the  politics  of 
the  country  into  the  bank  question,  and  the 
bank  question  into  politics,  with  tne  mutual 
corruption  which  must  be  engendered;  and, 
during  tlie  whole  period,  keeping  the  currency 
of  the  country,  wnich  the .  public  interest  re- 
quires should  have  the  utmost  stability,  in  a 
state  of  uncertainty  and  fluctuation. 

But  why  should  I  pursue  the  oljeetions  to 
the  plan  proposed  by  the  Senator  trim.  Uassar 
chusetts,  (Mr.  WxBSTXB.)  He  himself  acknowl- 
edges the  measure  to  be  d^ective,  and  that  he 
would  prefer  one  of  a  more  permanent  charac- 
ter. Be  has  not  proposed  this  as  the  best 
measure,  but  has  Inwunit  it  forward  under  a 
supposed  necessity — under  the  impression  ^at 
sometbingmnstbedone-^methiDg prompt  and 
immediate — to  relieve  the  existing  distress  which 
overspreads  the  land.  I  concur  with  him  in 
relation  to  the  distress— that  it  is  deep  and  ex- 
tensive ;  that  it  fell  upon  us  suddenly,  and  in  the 
midst  of  prosperity  almost  unexampled ;  that 
it  is  daily  consigning  hnndreda  to  poverfy  and 
misery,  blasting  the  hopes  of  the  cnteipriring, 
taking  empl<^ment  and  oread  from  the  ubraw, 
and  working  a  fearfU  change  in  the  relativo 
condition  of  the  moneyed  man  and  the  money 
dealer  on  one  side,  imd  the  man  of  busineu 
and  the  man  of  property  on  the  other — taking 
up  the  former  rapidly  to  the  top  of  the  wheel, 
whilst  it  is  whirling  the  latten  with  equal  ra- 
pidity, to  the  bottom.  While  I  thus  agree  with 
the  Senator  as  to  the  distress,  I  am  also  sensible 
that  there  are  great  public  emergencies  In  which 
no  permanent  relief  can  be  afforded,  and  when 
the  wisest  are  obliged  to  resort  to  expedients ; 
to  palliate  and  to  temporize  in  order  to  gain 
time,  with  a  view  to  apply  a  more  effectual 
remedy;  bnt  there  are  also  emei^ncies  of 
predsely  the  opposite  character;  whenOiebwt 
and  most  permaDent  la  the  only  practioal  meas- 
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uro;  and  when  mere  expedients  tend  hut  to 
distract,  to  divide  and  confoond,  and  thereby 
to  delay  or  defeat  all  relief ;  and  snch,  viewed  in 
all  its  relations  and  bearing,  I  consider  the  pres- 
ent; and  that  the  Senator  from  Massachnsetts 
has  not  also  so  considered  it,  I  attribute  to  the 
fact  that,  of  the  two  qDestions  blended  in  the  anb- 
jeot  nnder  oonaidevataon,  be  has  given  an  nndne 
prominence  to  that  wMoh  has  by  far  the  least 
relative  importance ;  I  mean  the  qaestjons  of 
the  bank  and  of  the  cnrren^.  As  a  mere 
bank  question,  as  viewed  by  the  Senator^  it  would 
be  a  matter  of  bnt  little  importanoe  whether 
the  renewal  shoald  be  for  six  years,  or  for  a 
longerperiod;  and  a  preference  might  very  prob- 
ably be  given  to  one  or  the  other  as  it  might  be 
supposed  most  likely  to  aucoeed ;  hut  I  must  say, 
that,  in  my  opinion,  in  selecting  the  period  of  six 
years,  he  has  taken  that  which  wUl  be  much  less 
likely  to  succeed  than  one  of  a  reasonable  and 
proper  duration.  Butliadhetmnedhisviewto 
the  other  and  more  pronidnent  question  involv- 
ed ;  had  he  regarded  the  question  as  a  question 
of  onrrene^,  and  that  die  great  point  was  to 
give  it  nniformity,  permanency,  and  safety; 
that  in  effecting  these  essential  objects  the  buok 
is  a  mere  subordinate  agent,  to  be  used  or  not 
to  be  used,  and  to  be  modified  aa  to  its  duration 
and  other  provisions  wholly  in  reference  to  the 
higher  question  of  the  currency,  I  cannot  think 
he  would  ever  have  proposed  the  measure  which 
ho  has  brought  forward,  which  leaves,  as  I  have 
already  sud,  every  thing  connected  with  the 
Bubiect  in  a  state  of  uncertainty  and  fiactnation. 

AU  feel  th^  the  currracy  is  a  delicate  sub- 
ject, requiring  to  be  touched  with  the  utmost 
cantion ;  bnt  in  carder  that  it  may  be  seen,  as 
veil  as  Mt,  why  it  is  so  delicate,  why  slight 
tonohes,-  maer  m  depresnng  or  elevating  it, 
agitate  and  convulse  the  whcde  community,  I 
will  pause  to  explain  the  cause.  U  we  take 
the  a^sregate  property  of  a  community,  that 
whidblfonns  the  currency,  constitutes,  in  valne,  a 
very  small  proportion  of  the  whole.  What 
this  proportion  is  in  otir  country  and  other 
commercial  and  trading  communities,  is  some- 
what uncertain.  1 8|>eak  conjecturtdly  in  fixing 
it  as  one  to  twenty-five  or  thirty,  though  I  pre- 
sume that  is  not  far  from  the  truth ;  and  yet 
this  small  proportion  of  the  property  of  the 
commniu^  regulates  the  value  of  all  the  rest, 
and  forms  the  medium  of  circulation  by  which 
all  its  exohai^es  are  effected ;  bearing,  In  this 
respect,  a  str^ing  similarity,  considering  the 
diversity  of  the  subjects,  to  the  blood  in  the 
human  or  animal  system. 

If  we  turn  our  attention  to  the  laws  which 
govern  the  circulation,  we  shall  find  one  of  the 
most  important  to  be,  that,  as  the  circulation 
is  decreased  or  increased,  the  rest  of  the  prop- 
erty will,  all  other  circumstances  remcdning  the 
same,  be  decreased  or  increased  in  value  ex- 
actly in  the  same  proportion.  To  illustrate :  If 
a  community  shoald  have  an  aggr^te  amount 
of  property  of  thirty-one  millions  m  dollars,  of 
which  one  million  oonstitatea  its  cnrrencgr; 
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if  that  one  million  be  reduced  one-tenth  part, 
that  is  to  say,  one  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
the  value  of  the  rest  will  be  reduced  in  like 
manner  one-tenth  part,  that  is,  three  millions 
of  dollars.  And  here  a  very  important  fact 
discloses  itself,  which  explains  why  the  cnr- 
renoy  should  be  touched  with  such  d^oacy,  and 
why  stabili^  and  uniformi^  are  such  essential 
qualitiea ;  I  mean,  that  a  small  absolnte  redao- 
tion  of  the  currency  makes  a  great  absolnte 
reduction  of  the  value  of  the  entire  property  of 
the  community,  as  we  see  in  the  case  supposed: 
where  a  reduction  of  one  hundred  tnoussna 
dollars  in  the  currency  reduces  the  aggre- 
gate value  of  property  three  millions  of  doUars, 
a  sum  thirty  times  ^^ter  than  the  reduction 
of  the  currency.  From  this  results  an  im- 
[>ortant  consideration.  If  we  suppose  the  en- 
tire currency  to  be  in  the  hands  of  one  portion 
of  the  oommnnity,  and  the  property  in  the 
hands  of  tfae  other  portion,  the  former,  by  hav- 
ing the  cwrrvaof  in  thmr  possession,  mieht 
control  the  value  of  all  the  property  of  the 
community,  and  possess  themselves  of  it  at  their 
pleasure.  Take  the  case  already  selected,  and 
suppose  that  those  who  hold  the  currency  di- 
minish it  one-half  by  abstracting  it  fixm  circu- 
lation ;  the  effect  of  which  would  be,  to  reduce 
the  circulation  to  five  hundred  thousand  dollars : 
the  value  of  property  would  also  be  reduced 
one-half,  that  is,  fifteen  millions  of  dollars.  Let 
the  process  be  reversed,  and  the  money  ab- 
stracted gradually  restored  to  circulation,  and 
the  value  of  the  property  would  again  be  in- 
creased to  thirty  millions.  It  must  be  obvious, 
that  by  alternating  these  processes,  and  pur- 
ohadng  at  the  point  of  the  greatest  depression 
when  Uie  circmation  is  the  least,  and  selling  at 
the  pdnt  of  the  greatest  Novation  when  » is 
the  fullest,  the  supposed  moneyed  class,  who 
could  at  pleasure  increase  or  diminish  the  drcu- 
lation,  by  abstracting  or  restoring  it,  might  also 
at  pleasure  control  the  entire  property  of  the 
country.  Let  it  be  ever  home  in  miid,  that 
the  exchangeable  value  of  the  circulating  me- 
dium, compared  with  the  property  and  the  busi- 
ness of  the  community,  remains  fixed,  and  can 
never  be  diminished  or  increased  by  increasing 
or  diminishing  its  quantity ;  while,  on  the  con- 
trary, the  ex^angeable  value  of  the  property 
compared  to  the  enirenoy,  must  increase  or 
decrease  with  every  addition  or  dindnution  of 
the  latter.  It  results  from  tids  that  there  is  a 
dangerous  antagonist  relation  between  those 
who  hold  or  command  the  currency  and  the 
rest  of  the  community ;  but,  fortunately  for 
the  country,  the  holders  of  property  and  of  the 
currency  are  so  blended  as  not  to  constitute 
separate  classes.  Yet,  it  is  worthy  of  remark — 
it  deserves  strongly  to  attract  the  attention  of 
those  who  have  charge  of  the  public  affiairs — 
that  under  the  operation  of  the  hanking  sys* 
tem,  and  that  particular  distribution  of  prop- 
erty existing  in  the  shape  of  credit  or  stoo^ 
public  and  private^  which  so  strikingly  distin- 
goishea  modem  society  from  all  tliat  preceded  1^ 
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there  is  a  strong  tendency  to  create  a  separate 
moneyed  interest,  accompanied  with  all  the 
dangers  which  mnst  neoeasarily  result  from  snch 
Reparation,  which  deserres  to  be  most  earefolly 
watched  and  resisted. 

With  these  impresaons,  and  entertaining  a 
deep  conviction  tnE^  an  nnfixed,  nnstable,  md 
fluctuating  currency  is  to  be  ranked  among  the 
most  fruitful  sources  of  .evil,  whether  viewed 
politically  or  in  reference  to  the  business  trans- 
actions of  the  coontry.  I  cannot  ^ve  my  con- 
sent to  any  measure,  toat  does  not  place  the 
oarrency  on  a  sglid  fonndatiim.  If  I  thought 
thia  determination  would  deloy  the  relief  so  ne- 
ceasary  to  mitigate  the  present  calamity,  it 
would  be  to  me  a  subject  <a  the  deepest  regret 
I  feel  that  sympathy,  wl^ih  I  trust  I  ought, 
for  the  suffering  of  so  many  of  my  fellow- 
citizens,  who  see  their  hopes  d^y  withered ; 
I,  however,  console  myself  with  the  reflection 
that  delay  will  not  be  the  result,  but  on  the 
contrary,  relief  will  be  hastened,  by  the  view 
which  I  take  of  the  sul^ect   I  hold  it  im- 

gosfflble  that  any  thing  can  be  effected  regard- 
ig  the  subject  as  a  mere  bank  question,  view- 
ed in  that  light,  the  opinions  of  this  House,  and 
of  the  other  branch  of  Congress,  are  pobably 
d^nitively  made  up.  In  Ihe  Senate,  it  is  known 
that  we  have  three  parties,  whose  views,  con- 
sidering  it  as  a  bank  question,  appear  to  be  ir- 
reconouBble.  All  hope,  then,  of  relief,  must 
centre  in  taking  a  more  elevated  view,  and  in 
considering  it  in  its  trae  light  as  a  sobject  of 
currency.  Thus  regarded,  I  shall  be  surprised 
if^  on  full  investigation,  there  will  not  appear 
remarkable  coincidence  of  opinion,  even  be- 
tween those  whose  views,  on  a  slight  inspection, 
would  seem  to  be  contradiotory.  Let  us  then 
proceed  to  the  investigation  of  uie  subject  under 
the  aspect  which  I  have  proposed. 

What,  then,  is  the  corrent^  of  the  United 
BtatesI  What  its  ipresent  state  and  oonditiont 
These  are  the  questions  whidi  I  propose  now  to 
cottrider,  with  a  Tiew  of  ascertaining  what  is 
the  ^sease  t  what  the  remedy,  and  what  the 
means  of  applying  it,  that  may  be  necessary 
to  restore  our  currency  to  a  sound  condition ! 

The  legal  currency  of  this  country — that  in 
which  alone  debts  can  be  discharged  according 
to  law,  are  certun  gold,  silver,  and  copper 
coins,  coined  at  the  mint  of  the  United  BtAtes, 
and  issued  by  tbeir  authority,  under  an  ex- 
press provision  of  the  constitution.  Such  is 
the  law.  What  now  are  the  facts  ?  That  the 
onrrenoy  conmsts  almost  exclusively  of  bank 
notes;  gdd  having  entirely  £sn>peared,  and 
silver  in  a  great  measure,  expellea  by  banks 
institated  by  tweDty-five  distinct  and  independ- 
ent powers  and  notes  issued  under  the  suthor- 
m  the  mreotion  of  those  institutions.  They 
are,  in  point  of  Caot,  the  mint  of  the  United 
States.  They  coin  the  actual  money,  (for  such 
we  must  call  bank  notes,)  and  regnlate  its  issue 
and  conaeqaentiy  its  value.  If  we  inquire  as 
to  their  number,  the  amount  of  th^  issue,  and 
otl»r  droomstanoes  caloaUted  to  show  thehr 
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actual  condition,  we  shall  find  that,  so  rapid 
has  been  their  increase,  and  so  varions  their 
changes,  that  no  accurate  information  can  bo 
had.  According  to  the  latest  and  best  that  I 
have  been  able  to  ascertain,  they  number  at  least 
four  hundred  and  fifty,  with  a  capital  of  not 
less  than  one  hundred  and  forty-flve  millions  of 
dollars,  with  an  issue  exceeding  seventy  millions ; 
and  the  whole  of  this  immense  fabric  standing 
upon  a  metallic  currency  of  leas  than  flfteen 
millions  of  doUara,  of  which  the  greater  part  is 
held  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  If  we 
compare  the  notes  in  dronlation  with  the  me- 
tallio  current^  in  their  vaults,  we  shall  find 
the  proportion  about  inx  to  one;  and  if  we 
compare  the  lattw  with  the  demands  tiiat  may 
be  Eoade  upon  the  banki^  we  ahall  And  that  the 
proportion  is  about  one  to  elevoi.  If  we  ex- 
amine the  tendency  of  the  system  at  this  mo- 
ment, we  shall  flnd  that  it  is  on  the  increase — 
rapi^y  on  the  increase.  There  is  now  pending 
a  project  of  a  ten  million  bank  before  the  I^s- 
lature  of  New  York ;  but  recentiy  one  of  five 
millions  was  established  in  E!entu<^y;  within  a 
abort  period  one  of  a  large  capital  was  established 
in  Tennessee ;  be^es  others  in  antation  in  sev- 
eral of  the  other  ftates.  [Here  Hr.  Pobtbb,  ot 
LouisiansL,  said  that  tme  of  eleven  millionB  had 
just  been  estabUshed  In  that  State.} 

This  increase  is  not  accidental.  It  may  be 
lud  down  as  a  law,  that  where  two  currencies 
are  permitted  to  circulate  in  any  country,  one 
of  a  cheap  and  the  otiier  of  a  dear  material,  the 
former  necessarily  intends  to  grow  upon  the 
latter,  and  will  ultimately  expel  it  from  circu- 
lation, unless  its  tendency  to  increase  be  re- 
strained by  a  powerful  and  efBcient  check. 
Experience  tests  the  truth  of  this  remark,  as 
the  history  of  the  banking  system  clearly  illus- 
trates. The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  truly 
said  that  the  Bapk  of  England  was  derived  from 
that  of  Amsterdam,  as  ours  in  turn  are  from 
that  of  England.  Thronghont  its  progress,  tiie 
truth  of  what  I  have  stated  to  be  a  law  of  the 
^stem  is  stnm^y  evinced.  The  Bank  of  Am- 
sterdam was  merely  a  bank  of  deposit — a  store- 
house for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  bullion  and  pre- 
cious metals  brought  into  that  commercial 
metropolis,  through  all  the  channels  of  its 
widely-extended  trade.  It  was  placed  under 
the  custody  of  the  city  authorities:  and,  on 
the  deposit,  a  certificate  was  issued  as  evidence 
of  the  fact,  which  was  transferable,  so  as  to 
entitle  the  holder  to  demand  the  retnm.  An 
important  fact  was  soon  disclosed ;  that  a  large 
portion  of  the  deporits  might  be  withdrawn, 
and  that  the  residue  would  be  sufficient  to  meet 
the  returning  certificates ;  or,  what  is  the  same 
in  effect,  that  oertdflcates  might  be  issued  with- 
out making  a  deposit.  This  suf^^ted  the  idea 
of  a  bank  of  discount  as  well  aa  deposit  The 
fact  thus  disclosed  fell  too  much  in  with  the 
genius  of  the  system  to  be  lost,  and,  according- 
ly, when  transplanted  to  England,  it  suggested 
tiie  idea  of  a  bank  of  discount  and  of  depmit; 
the  vray  essence  of  which  form  ot  bonking,  that 
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On  which  their  profit  depends,  ocmsists  in  issa- 
ing  ft  greater  amount  of  notes  than  it  baa  of 
specie  lit  its  vaults.  Bat  tiie  STstem  Is  regu- 
larly pn^ressiog  under  the  fanpidae  of  tbe  laws 
that  goTem  It,  from  its  presmt  form  to  a  mere 
paper  machine — a  madiine  for  fabricating  and 
iKning  notes,  not  convertible  into  specie.  Al- 
ready n  as  it  OQoe  reached  this  condition,  both 
in  England  and  the  United  States,  wd  from 
irhich  it  has  been  forced  back,  in  both,  to  a 
redemption  of  its  notes,  with  great  difficnlty. 

Snoh  is  the  strong  tendency  of  oar  banks  to 
terminate  their  career  in  the  paper  system— in 
an  open  snspension  of  specie  payment.  When- 
ever that  event  ooonra,  the  progress  to  convtil- 
slou  and  revolution  will  be  rapid.  The  onr- 
renoy  will  become  local,  and  each  State  will 
have  a  powerfhl  interest  to  d^iredate  its  cnr- 
renoy  more  rapidly  than  its  neighbor,  as  the 
means,  at  the  same  time,  of  ezemptiDg  its^ 
from  the  taxes  of  the  Government  and  drawing 
tiie  oommeroe  of  the  country  to  its  ports.  This 
was  strongly  exemplified  after  the  snspension 
of  specie  payments  during  the  late  war,  when 
tiie  oepreciation  made  the  most  rapid  progress, 
till  checked  by  the  eBtabiiBhin|pt  of  the  present 
Bitnk  of  the  United  States,  Sd  when  the  for- 
eign trade  of  the  ooontry  was  as  rapidly  con- 
verging to  the  point  of  the  greatest  deprecia- 
tion, with  a  view  of  exemption  from  duties, 
by  paying  in  H»  debased  onrrenoy  of  the 


What,  then,  is  the  disease  which  afBiots  the 
system;  what  the  remedy;  and  what  the 
means  of  applying  it  I  These  are  the  questions 
whieh  I  shall  next  proceed  to  consider.  What 
I  have  already  stated  points  out  the  disease. 
It  consists  in  a  great  and  growing  disproportion 
between  the  metallic  and  paper  circulation  of 
the  country,  efibcted  through  the  instrumental- 
ity of  the  banks,  a  disproportion  daily  and 
hourly  incresaiog,  under  the  impulse  of  most 
powerful  causes,  which  are  rapidly  accelerating 
the  coanti7  to  that  state  of  convulsion  and 
revolntiott  which  I  have  indicated.  The  rem- 
edy is  to  arrest  its  future  progress,  and  to  di- 
minish the  ezistiDg  di^tfoportion — ^to  increase 
tiie  metals,  and  to  diminiA  the  paper — advanc- 
ing till  the  country  shall  be  restored  to  a  sound, 
Bofe,  and  settled  condition.  On  these  two  points 
all  must  be  agreed^  There  is  no  man  of  any 
party,  capable  of  reflecting,  and  who  wUl  take 
the  pains  to  inform  himself,  bat  most  agree  that 
our  currency  is  in  a  dangerous  condition,  and 
that  the  danger  is  increasing ;  nor  1b  there  any 
one  who  can  doubt  that  the  only  safe  and  effec- 
tual remedy  is  to  diminish  the  disproportion  to 
which  I  have  referred.  Here  the  extremes 
onite;  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  (Kr.  Ben- 
TOH,)  who  is  the  open  and  avowed  advocate  of 
a  pmre  metallio  currency,  and  t3ie  Senator  from 
lusMohosetts,  (Mr.  Wkbstbb,)  who  stands  here 
Bs  the  aUe  and  strenuous  advocate  of  the  bank- 
ing system,  are  on  this  point  united,  and  must 
move  from  it  in  the  same  direction,  though  it 
BU17  be  the  design  <^  the  one  to  go  throo^ 


and  of  the  other  to  halt  after  a  moderate  ad- 
vanoe. 

No  <me  oan  be  more  sendUe  than  I  am  of 
the  responnbility  that  must  be  btcorred  in  pro- 
posing measures  on  queatlons  of  so  much  mag- 
nitude, and  which,  in  so  distracted  a  state  ^ 
the  publlo  mind,  must  affect,  serioaely,  great 
and  infiuential  interests.  But  this  is  no  time 
to  E^un  responsibility.  The  diuiger  is  great  and 
menacing,  and  delay  hazardous,  if  not  ruinous. 
While,  however,  I  would  not  ^un,  I  have  not 
sought  the  respoDsibili^,  I  have  wuted  for 
others,  and  had  any  one  proposed  an  adequate 
remedy,  I  would  nave  remained  dlrat.  And 
here,  said  Kr.  0.,  let  me  express  the  deep  re- 
gret which  I  fed,  that  the  administration,  with 
all  that  weight  of  authority  which  belongs  to 
its  power  and  immense  patronage,  had  noi^  in- 
stead of  the  deprait  question,  which  has  caused 
such  agitaticm  and  diBtresi^  taken  up  the  great 
suln'eot  of  the  onrrency,  examined  it  gravely 
and  deliberately  in  all  its  bearings,  pointed  out 
its  diseased  condition,  designate  the  remedy, 
and  proposed  some  saf&  gradual,  and  effectual 
means  of  applying  it.  luid  that  course  been 
pursued,  my  sealous  and  hearty  ooOperation 
would  not  have  been  wanting. 

Whatever  diversity  of  sentiment  there  may 
be  as  to  the  means,  on  one  point  all  must  be 
agreed:  nothing  effectual  can  be  done;  no 
(£eok  interposed  to  restore  or  arrest  the  pro- 
neas  of  tiie  i^stem  by  the  action  of  the  Statee, 
The  reascms  already  asugned,  to  prove  that 
banking  by  one  State  compels  aU  others  to 
bank,  uid  that  the  excess  of  bankixig  in  one,  in 
like  manner  compels  others  to  fike  exoesa, 
equally  demonstrate  that  it  is  impos^ble  for  the 
States,  acting  separately,  to  mterpose  any 
means  to  prevent  the  catastrophe  which  cer- 
tunly  awaits  the  system,  and  perhaps  the  Gov- 
ernment itself^  unless  the  great  and  growing 
danger  to  whi(dt  I  refer  be  timdy  and  eneotually 
arrwted.  There  is  no  power  anywhere,  bnt  in 
this  Qovemment — ^the  Joint  agent  of  all  the 
States,  and  through  which  the  oonoert  of  the 
action  of  the  whue  oan  be  eflfe  ited — adequate 
to  this  great  task.  The  re^MmsibilllT-  is  upon 
OS,  and  up<m  us  alone,  llie  mueaBy  if  means 
there  be,  must  be  a^^liel  by  oor'hands,  or  not 
applied  at  all — a  consideration  in  so  great  an 
emergency,  and  in  the  tn^sence  of  su^  immi- 
nent danger,  calculated,  I  wotdd  suppose,  to 
dispose  all  to  ooOperatwn,  and  to  alflur  every 
party  feeing  in  the  heart  even,  ct  tiie  'wast  pa^ 
triotic. 

What  means  do  we  possess, 'flnd  how  can  they 
be  applied?  If  the  entire  banking  system  was 
under  the  immediate  control  of  the  General 
Government,  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in 
devising  a  safe  and  effectual  remedy  to  restore 
the  equilibrium  so  dedrable  between  the  speda 
and  the  paper  which  compose  our  currency. 
But  the  act  is  otiierwise.  With  the  exception 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  all  the  other 
ban^  owe  their  origin  to  the  authority  of  the 
several  States,  and  are  under  their  immediate 
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ooufitol,  which  presents  the  great  cliffionltj  ex- 
perienced in  devinng  the  proper  meana  of  efi^t- 
mg  the  remedy  whidi  all  feel  to  be  bo  dedrable. 

Among  the  meane  which  have  been  aoggert- 
ed,  a  Senator  from  Virgistai,  not  now  a  mem- 
ber of  this  body,  (Mr.  Ritbs,)  proposed  to  apply 
the  taxing  power  to  sappress  the  circulation  of 
small  notes,  with  a  view  of  diminishicg  the 
paper  and  increasing  the  specie  circulation. 
The  remedy  would  be  simple  and  effectire,  bat 
is  liable  to  great  objection.  The  taxing  power 
ia  0^118  mider  any  dnnunstaaees ;  it  would  be 
doably  so  when  called  into  exercise  with  an 
overflowing  treasury ;  and  still  more  so,  with 
the  neoesE&ty  of  organizing  an  expensive  body 
of  officers  to  collect  a  rin^e  tax,  and  that  on  an 
inconsiderable  snl^eot.  Bat  there  is  another, 
and  of  itself  a  decuire  objection.  It  woald  be 
nuconstitntional — ^palpably  and  dangeroasly  so. 
All  political  powers,  as  I  stated  od  another  oc- 
casion, are  trast  powers,  and  limited  in  their 
exercise  to  the  sat^ect  and  object  of  the  grant 
The  tax  power  was  granted  to  raise  rerenae, 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  supplying  the  necessary 
means  of  carrying  on  the  operations  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. To  pervert  this  power  from  the  ob- 
ject thus  intended  bj  the  conBUtatlon.  to  that' 
of  represdng  the  drctdalaoa  of  bank  notes,, 
wonld  be  to  convert  it  from  a  revemte  into  a 
pmal  poww— a  power  In  its  nature  and  ol^eot 
essentially  different  from  that  intended  to  be 

rmted  in  the  conatitation ;  and  a  power  which 
its  fall  extotsion,  if  once  admitted,  woald  be 
saffioient  of  itself  to  ^ve  an  entire  control  to 
this  Oovemment  over  the  property  and  the 
pnrsi^tB  of  the  comrnxmity,  and  thus  concentrate 
and  consolidMe  the  entire  power  of  the  system 
in  this  Government. 

What,  then,  Hr.  0.  inqoired,  what  oth^ 
means  do  we  ^Mssess,  of  sufficient  efficacy,  in 
oombination  with  those  to  which  I  have  refer- 
red, to  arrest  the  farther  progress  and  correct 
the  disiffdered  state  of  Hie  CDireni^t  This  is 
the_  de^ly  impcartant  qnMtion,  and  here  some 
diviuon  <a  opuioji'mast  be  expected,  however 
united  we  mLy  t)e,  as  I  trust  we  are  thus  far, 
OD  all  other  ]>oIats. ,  I  Intend  to  meet  this 
question  explicitiy  and  di^cUy,  without  reser- 
vation or  conceahneutl ..  ^ 

After  a  ^  surrey  of  tuc  whole  subject,  I  see 
none — can  copjei^nre  no  means  of  extricat- 
ing the  courtry  from  its  present  danger,  and  to 
airest  its  farther  increase,  but  a  bank— the 
agency  of  which,  in  some  form,  or  under  some 
antbority,  is  indispensa«^l£.  The  country  has 
been  brought  into  the  present  diseased  state  of 
the  emrrmcy  by  banks,  and  must  be  extricated 
\fj  tii^  a«ency.  We  must,  in  a  word,  nse  a 
blink  to  unbank  the  banks,  to  the  extent  that 
me^  be  neoesaary  to  restore  a  aafe  and  stable 
eorrency— just  as  we  apply  snow  to  a  frozen 
limb,  in  oraer  to  restore  vitality  and  circulfr- 
tiouj  or  hold  up  a  bum  to  the  fiame  to  extract 
the  mflammaticm.  All  must  see  that  it  is  im- 
possible to  suppress  the  banking  syston  at 
once.  It  must  continue  for  a  time.  Its  great- 
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est  enemies  and  the  advocates  of  an  exclusive 
qiecie  circulation,  must  make  it  a  part  of  their 
qrstem  to  tolerate  the  banks  for  a  longer  or  a 
fuiorterperiod.  To  suppress  them  at  once,  woiddf 
if  it  were  possible,  work  a  greater  revolution,  a 
greater  cbaoge  in  the  relative  condition  of  uie 
various  classes  of  the  community,  tjian  woidd 
the  conquMt  of  the  country  by  a  savage 
enemy.  What,  then,  must  be  done  f  I  answer, 
a  new  and  safe  system  must  gradually  grow 
up  under,  and  replace,  the  old;  imitating,  in 
this  reqMct,  the  oeanUftil  proceas  which  we 
sometimes  see,  at  a  woundea  or  diseased  parL 
in  a  living  orfpanio  body,  gradually  Bopwrnded 
by  the  healing  prooesB  of  nature. 

How  is  this  to  be  effected  ?  How  is  a  bank 
to  be  used  as  the  means  of  correcting  tiie  exoees 
of  the  banking  system  t  And  what  bank  is  to 
be  selected  as  the  agent  to  effect  this  salutary 
chan^  f  I  know,  said  Hr.  0.,  that  a  divM^ty 
of  opmion  will  be  found  to  exist,  as  to  the  agent 
to  be  selected,  among  those  who  agree  on  every 
other  point,  and  who,  in  particmar,  agree  on 
the  necessity  of  using  some  bank  as  the  means 
of  effecting  the  object  intended ;  one  preferring 
a  ample  recharter  of  the  existing  bank — an- 
otiier,  thechaiterof  anew  Bank  of  the  United 
Btatee — a  third,  a  new  bank  innafted  upon  the 
old — and  a  fourth,  the  use  of  uie  State  banks, 
as  the  agent  I  wish,  said  Mr.  0.,  to  leave  all 
these  as  (^en  questions,  to  be  carefolly  surveyed 
and  compared  with  each  other,  calmly  and  dis- 
passionately, without  prejudice  or  party  feel- 
ing; and  that  to  be  selected  which,  on  the 
whole,  shall  appear  to  be  best— the  most  safe ; 
the  most  efficient ;  the  most  prompt  in  applica- 
tion^ and  the  least  liable  to  constitational  ob- 
jection. It  would,  however,  be  wanting  in 
candor  on  my  part,  not  to  declare  that  m^  im- 
pression is,  that  a  new  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  inf^afted  upon  the  old,  will  be  found* 
under  all  uie  oircmnstancee  of  the  case,  to  com- 
bine the  greatest  advantages,  and  to  be  UaUe 
to  the  fewest  objections ;  but  tins  imprearion  is 
not  so  firmly  fixed  as  to  be  inconristeiLt  with  a 
calm  review  of  the  whole  ground,  or  to  prevent 
my  yielding  to  the^nviotion  of  reason,  should 
the  result  of  such  ^iew  prove  that  any  other 
is  preferable.  Among  its  peculiar  recommen- 
dations, may  be  ranked  the  consideration,  that 
while  it  would  afford  the  means  of  a  prompt  and 
effectual  application  for  mitigating  and  finally 
removing  the  existing  distress.  It  would,  at  the 
some  time,  ofaen  to  the  whole  community  a 
fair  opportomty  of  participation  in  tiie  advan- 
tages of  the  institution,  be  they  what  they  may. 
When  Hr.  OALBomr  had  eondnded — 
Hr.  BasTON  expressed  his  satisiVicticHi  that 
the  Senator  from  South  Oarolina  had  restored 
the  debate  to  the  elevation  that  belonged  to  the 
Senate ;  he  did  not  mean  to  descend  from  that 
elevation,  not  of  sentiment,  thought,  and  style, 
to  which  he  had  no  pretension ;  but  in  the 
mode  of  conducting  the  debate,  descending  to 
no  peratmal  or  partisan  object  but  keeping 
sole^  in  view  the  great  intweeta  of  the  conn- 
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try,  and  the  meant  ni  aoeomplishing  those  in- 
toreata.  Ur.  B.  aaid  it  was  m>v  six  yean  dnoe 
lu  lud  bMon  to  qppoae  the  rmewal  of  the 
ohartMr  of  uUs  bank,  but  he  had  not,  until  the 
jneeent  moment,  fonnd  a  suitable  occasion  for 
showing  the  people  the  kind  of  cnrreucj  whioh 
the;'  were  entitled  to  poasesa,  and  probablr 
would  possess,  on  the  dlasdntaon  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  This  was  a  view  of  the 
subject  which  mioiy  wished  to  see,  and  wliioh 
he  felt  lx)0Qd  to  give;  and  which  he  shotdd 
proceed  to  present,  with  all  the  brerlty  and 
perspicoitj  of  which  he  was  master. 

I.  In  the  first  place  he  was  one  of  those  who 
belisTed  that  the  Qovemment  of  the  United 
States  was  intended  to  be  a  hard  money  Qot- 
enunent;  t^  it  was  the  Intention,  and  the 
deolaratioD,  of  the  Oonstitiiticni  <tf  the  United 
States,  that  the  Federal  onrrenc^  ahoold  oondst 
of  gold  «id  silTer ;  and  that  there  is  no  power 
bi  Oongresa  to  issue,  or  to  authorize  any  com- 
pany of  mdividuals  to  isane,  any  species  of  Fed- 
eral paper  currency  whatsoever. 

Every  clause  in  the  constitution,  said  Hr.  B., 
which  hears  upon  the  subject  of  money — every 
early  statute  Ot  Congress  which  interprets  the 
meaning  of  these  clauses — and  every  historic 
recollection  whioh  refers  to  them,  go  hand  in 
hand,  in  giving  to  that  inBtrament  the  meaning 
whidn  this  propoution  ascribes  to  it.  The 
power  granted  to  Oongress  to  coin  mon^  is 
an  anlhori^  to  stamp  metallic  money,  and  is 
not  an  authority  for  emitting  slips  of  p^>er 
containing  promises  to  pay  money.  The  an- 
thority  granted  to  Oongress  to  regulate  the 
nine  of  coin,  is  an  uitfimrity  to  regulate  the 
value  of  the  metallic  money,  not  of  paper.  The 
prohibition  upon  the  States  against  making  any 
^Dg  but  gold  and  ulver  a  le^  tender,  is  a 
moral  prohibition,  fonnded  in  virtae  and  hon- 
esty, and  is  just  as  bindit^  npon  the  Federal 
Government  as  npon  the  Jtate  Governments ; 
and  that  without  a  written  proMbition ;  for  the 
difference  in  the  nature  of  the  two  Oovem- 
ments  is  such,  that  the  States  may  do  all  things 
whioh  ^ey  are  not  forbid  to  do,  and  the  Fed* 
sral  Oovemment  can  do  ything  which  it  ia 
not  authorized  by  the  conmtutioo  to  do.  The 
power  to  punish  the  crime  of  connterfeiting  is 
Bmitcd  to  the  current  coin  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  the  securities  of  the  United  States,  and 
cannot  1>e  eitended  to  the  offence  of  forging 
paper  money,  but  by  that  unjustifiable  power 
of  construction  which  founds  an  implication 
npon  an  implication,  and  hangs  one  implied 
power  npon  another.  The  word  oarrenoy  is 
not  in  the  constitution,  nor  any  word  which 
can  be  made  to  cover  a  circulation  of  bank 
ootee.  Gold  and  diver  is  the  only  thing  recog- 
nised for  money.  It  ia  the  money,  and  the 
01^  money,  <tf  uie  constitution ;  and  every  bis- 
tono  reocdleotion,  as  well  as  every  phrase  in 
.the  oonstitaticoi,  and  every  early  statute  on  the 
salljeot  of  mon^,  ccmflrms  that  idea.  People 
were  sick  paper  money  about  the  time  that 
this  constitation  was  formed.    The  Oongress 


of  the  confodoat&m,  in  the  time  of  the  Revo- 
lution, had  issned  a  currency  of  paper  money. 
It  had  nm  the  fall  career  of  that  cnrrenoy. 
"nie  wredfc  of  two  hundred  mlllimis  of  paper 
dollars  lay  npon  the  land.  The  framers  of  lliat 
constitution  worked  in  the  midst  of  that  wrcnk. 
They  saw  the  havoc  whioh  paper  money  had 
made  npon  the  fortunes  of  individuals,  and  the 
morals  of  the  public.  They  determined  to  have 
no  more  Federal  paper  money.  They  created 
a  hard  money  Qovernment ;  they  intended  the 
new  Government  to  recognize  nothing  for 
money  but  gold  and  silver,  and  every  word 
admitted  into  the  constitution,  upon  the  snb* 
ject  of  money,  defines  and  establishes  that  sa- 
cred intentiai. 

Le^slative  enactment,  continued  Vx.  B.,  came 
qnloUy  to  the  ud  oi  oonstitatiional  intent^ 
and  historic  reoolleotiaii.  The  fifUi  statate 
passed  at  the  first  sesnon  of  the  first  Oongresa 
that  ever  sat  under  the  present  constituUoii, 
was  full  and  explicit  on  this  head.  It  defined 
the  kind  of  money  which  the  Federal  Treasury 
shonld  receive.  The  enactments  of  the  statute 
are  remarkable  for  their  brevity  and  compre- 
hension, as  well  as  for  their  dear  interpretation 
>of  the  constitution,  and  deserve  to  he  repeated 
and  remembered.  They  are :  That  the  fees  and 
duties  payable  to  the  Federal  Oovemment  shall 
be  received  in  gold  and  diver  coin  only ;  the 
gold  coins  of  France,  Spain,  Forti^pal,  and  Eng- 
und,  and  all  other  {^la  coins  of  equal  fineness, 
at  89  cents  fw  every  pennyweight;  the  Hexi- 
ican  ddlar  at  100  oents ;  tiie  crown  of  FHuoe 
at  111  cents ;  and  all  other  silver  coins  of  equal 
fineness,  at  111  cents  per  ounce.  This  statute 
was  psssed  the  80th  day  of  Jnly,  178&— just 
one  month  after  Congress  had  commenced  the 
work  of  legislation.  It  shows  the  sense  of  the 
Congress  composed  of  the  men,  in  great  part, 
who  had  framed  the  constitution,  and  who,  by 
using  the  word  only,  clearly  expressed  their 
intention  that  gold  and  diver  alone  was  to  con- 
stitate  the  currency  of  the  new  Government. 

In  support  of  this  construction  of  the  oonsti- 
tution,  Mr.  B.  referred  to  the  t^ase  so  often 
used  by  our  most  aged  and  emment  statesmen, 
that  this  was  intended  to  be  a  hard  money 
Giovemment.  Yes,  sud  Hr.  B.,  the  framera  ot 
the  constitution  were  hard  money  men ;  but  tho 
chief  expounder  and  executor  of  that  constitu- 
tion was  not  a  hard  money  man,  but  a  p^>er 
system  man  I  a  man  devoted  to  the  paper  sys- 
tem of  England,  with  all  the  finnneas  of  con- 
viction, and  all  the  fervor  of  enthusiasnt  God 
forbid,  said  3fr.  B.,  that  I  should  do  injustice 
to  General  Hamilton — that  I  sbonld  say,  or  in- 
sinuate, anght  to  derogate  from  the  jost  fame 
of  that  great  man  I  He  has  many  titles  to  the 
gratitude  and  admiration  of  his  countrymen, 
and  the  heart  oonld  not  be  American  which 
could  dishonor  or  disparage  his  memory.  Bat 
his  ideas  of  Government  did  not  receive  tiie 
sanction  of  general  approbation,  and  of  all  hia 
political  tenets,  his  attachment  to  the  pi^er 
syston  was  moat  atrangly  opposed  at  the  time^ 
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and  has  prodaoed  the  most  lasting  and  deplora- 
ble resQlta  upon  the  country.  In  the  year  1791, 
this  great  man,  then  Secretary  of  the  Treasniy, 
broQght  forward  his  cetebra^  plan  for  the 
arapport  of  publio  credit— that  plan  which  im- 
Mded  the  entire  aoheme  of  the  paper  system, 
and  immediately  developed  the  great  political 
line  between  the  federalists  and  the  republicans. 
The  establishment  of  a  national  bank  was  the 
leading  and  predominant  feature  of  that  plan ; 
and  the  original  report  of  the  Secretary,  in 
finTor  of  establishing  the  bank,  oontuned  this 
fatal  and  deplorable  recommendatioo : 

**  The  billfl  uid  notes  of  the  bank,  originally  made 
payable,  or  which  shall  have  become  payable,  on 
demand,  in  gold  and  silver  coin,  shall  be  receivable 
to  aU  payments  to  the  United  SUtca." 

TUs  ftial  recommendation  became  a  (dame  in 
the  charter  of  the  bank.  It  was  transferred 
from  the  report  of  the  Secretatr  to  the  pages  of 
the  Rtatnte  book ;  and  from  that  moment  the 
moneyed  character  of  the  Federal  Government 
stood  changed  and  reversed.  Federal  bank 
notes  took  the  place  of  hard  money ;  and  the 
whole  edifice  of  the  new  Government  slid,  at 
once,  from  the  solid  rock  of  gold  and  mlver 
money,  oo  which  its  framers  b,ad  plaoed  it,  into 
the  tronbled  and  tempestaoos  ocean  <tf  a  p^ier 
currency. 

Hr.  B.  said,  it  was  no  answer  to  this  most 
Ktions  chaive  of  having  changed  the  moneyed 
i4iaraoter  of  the  Federal  Govonment,  and  of 
the  whde  union,  to  say  that  tiie  notes  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  are  not  made  a  l^al 
trader  between  man  and  man.  There  was  no 
neoe^ty,  he  said,  for  a  statute  law  to  that 
effect ;  it  was  sufficient  that  they  were  made  a 
legal  tender  to  the  Federal  Government;  the 
law  of  necessity,  far  superior  to  that  of  the 
statute  book,  would  do  the  rest.  A  law  of  ten- 
der was  not  necessary ;  a  forced  incidental  ten- 
der, resulted  as  an  inevitable  consequence  from 
the  credit  and  circulation  which  the  Federal 
Govemmrat  gave  them.  Whatever  was  re- 
ceived at  the  onstom  houses,  at  the  land  offices^ 
at  the  post  offices,  at  the  marshals*  and  district 
attornm^  offices,  and  In  all  the  varioos  does  to 
the  Federal  Govonment,  must  be  received  and 
will  he  received  by  the  people.  It  becomes  the 
actual  and  practical  currency  of  the  land.  Peo- 
ple must  take  it,  or  get  nothing ;  and  thus  the 
Federal  Oovemment,  establishing  a  paper  cur- 
rency for  itself^  establishes  it  also  for  the  States 
and  for  the  people,  and  everybody  must  use  it 
bom-  necessity,  whether  comp^ed  by  law  or 
not. 

n.  In  the  next  place,  Ur.  B.  believed  that 
the  quantity  of  specie  derivable  from  foreign 
commerce,  added  to  the  quantity  of  gold  ae- 
rivftble  from  our  own  mines,  were  fttUy  suffl- 
oent,  if  not  ezpdied  from  the  oonntry  by 
unwise  laws,  to  furnish  the  people  wiUi  an 
abundant  droolation  of  gold  and  silver  coin,  for 
their  common  cnirenoy^  without  having  re- 
conne  to  a  dnndation  of  small  bank  notes. 


fSaaun 

The  truth  of  these  propositions,  Hr.  B.  held 
to  be  susceptible  of  complete  and  ready  proof. 
He  spoke  first  of  the  domestic  supply  of  native 
gold,  and  said  that  no  mines  had  ever  developed 
more  rapidly  than  these  had  done,  or  promued 
more  abnnaantly  than  they  now  do.  In  the 
year  1821  they  were  a  spot  in  the  State  of* 
North  Oarolioa ;  they  are  now  a  r^on  spread- 
ing into  six  States.  In  the  year  1834  the  prod- 
not  was  $0,000 ;  in  the  last  year  the  product,  In 
coined  gold,  was  $668,000;  in  uncoined,  as 
much  more;  and  tbe  product  of  the  present 
year,  computed  at  two  millions,  with  every 
prospect  of  oontinned  and  permanent  ioorease. 
The  probability  was  that  these  mines  alone,  in 
the  lapse  of  a  few  years,  would  famish  an  abun- 
dant supply  of  gold  to  establish  a  plentiful  cir- 
culation of  that  metal,  if  not  fficpeUed  from  the 
country  by  unwise  laws.  Bnt  the  great  aooroe 
of  simply,  both  for  gdH  and  rilver,  Mr.  B.  said, 
was  in  our  foreign  oomm«t».  It  was  this  foreign 
oommerce  which  filled  the  States  with  hard  mon- 
ey immediatelyafter  the  dose  of  the  revolutionaiy 
war,  when  the  domestic  mines  were  unknown ; 
and  it  is  this  same  foreign  commerce  which,  even 
now,  when  Federal  laws  discourage  the  impor- 
tation of  foreign  coins  and  comp^  their  expor- 
taUon,  is  bringing  in  an  annual  supply  of  seven 
or  eight  millions.  With  an  amendment  of  the 
laws  which  now  discourage  the  importation  of 
foreign  coins,  and  compel  their  exportation, 
there  could  he  no  delay  m  the  rapid  accumula- 
tion of  a  sufficient  stock  of  the  precious  metals 
to  supply  the  largest  cireulati(m  which  the  com- 
mon business  of  the  country  could  require. 

Mr.  B,  believed  the  product  of  foreign  mine^ 
and  ^e  quantity  of  gold  and  silver  now  in  ex- 
istence, to  be  mnch  greater  than  was  commonly 
supposed;  and  as  a  statement  of  its  amount 
would  establish  bis  proportion  in  favor  of  an 
adequate  supply  of  these  metals  for  the  common 
currency  of  the  country,  be  would  state  that 
amount,  as  be  foond  it  calculated  in  wproved 
works  of  political  economy.  He  looked  to  the 
three  great  sonrces  of  supply :  1.  Mexico  and 
South  America  ;  2.  Europe  and  Northern 
Asia;  8.  The  coast  of  Africa.  TaUng  the  dis- 
cover of  tlie  Kev  World  as  the  startlbg  pdnt 
fyom  which  the  oalenlation  would  oommenoe, 
and  the  product  was : 

1.  Mexico  and  South  America,  $6,468,000,000 
9.  Europe  and  Northern  Asia,  -  628,000,000 
8.  The  coast  of  Africa,  -  -  160,000,000 
— ^making  a  total  product  of  seven  thousand  two 
hnndred  and  thirty-six  millions,  in  Uie  short 
space  of  three  centuries  and  a  halt  To  this  is 
to  be  added  the  quantity  existing  at  the  time 
the  New  World  was  discovered,  and  which  was 
computed  at  $2,800,000,000.  Upon  all  these 
data  the  political  economists,  Mr.  B.  sud,  after 
deducting  $2,000,000,000  for  waste  and  con* 
sumption,  still  computed  the  actual  stock  of 
d  and  rilver  in  Europe,  Ada,  and  America, 
1888,  at  about  seven  thousand  millions  of 
dollara,  and  that  qnantit;  constantly  and  rapid- 
ly  inoreadng. 
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Jfr.  B.  had  no  doubt  bnt  that  the  q«antit]r  of 
gold  and  silver  in  Europe,  Asia,  and  America, 
vas  sufficient  to  carry  on  the  whole  bosioeBs  of 
the  world.  He  said  that  States  and  empires — 
&r  greater  in  wealth  and  population  than  any 
now  existing — far  superior  in  public  and  private 
0  magnificence — ^had  carried  on  all  the  business 
of  private  life,  and  all  the  ai!airs  of  national 
government,  upon  gold  and  silver  alone ;  and 
uiat  before  the  nunes  of  Kezioo  and  Fern  were 
known,  or  dreamed  ofl  He  alluded  to  tht 
oreat  natitnu  of  antiquity— to  the  Aasyrian  and 
PerdflD  Mnpirea ;  to  Sgypt,  Oarth^je,  Bxano ; 
to  the  Grecian  repuhUcs ;  the  kingdoms  of  Asia 
l^or;  and  to  the  empire,  transcending  all 
these  pat  together — ^the  Saracenic  empire  of  the 
Oaliplui.  which,  taking  for  its  centre  tne  eastern 
limit  of  the  Roman  world,  extended  its  domin- 
ion as  far  west  as  Rome  had  conqtiered,  and 
farther  east  than  Alexander  had  marched. 
These  great  nations,  whose  armies  crushed  em- 
pires at  a  blow,  whose  monumental  edifices  still, 
attests  their  graudear,  .had  no  idea  of  bank 
oredits  and  pwer  money.  Th^  used  gold  and 
^ver  alone.  Booh  degenerate  phrases  as  sonnd 
CDxrentT^,  paper  meunm^  oiroulating  media, 
jusver  onoe  Bounded  in  their  heroic  ears.  Bnt 
why  go  back,  exclaimed  Hr.  B.,  to  the  nations 
antiquity  f  Why  quit  our  own  day  f  Why 
loc^  beyond  the  boundaries  of  Europe  t  We 
have  seen  an  empire  in  our  own  day,  <tf  al- 
most fabulous  grandeur  and  magnificence,  car- 
rying on  all  its  vast  undertakings  tmoo  a  cur- 
rency of  gold  and  silver,  without  deigning  to 
recognize  paper  for  money.  I  speak,  said  Ur. 
B.,  of  France — great  and  imperial  France — and 
have  my  eye  upon  that  first  year  of  the  consul- 
ate, when  a  young  and  victorious  general,  just 
transflBrred  from  the  camp  to  a  oonninl,  an- 
noonoed  to  his  astonished  ministers  that  specie 
p^moits  should  oommenoe  in  Franoe  1^  a  giv- 
en day  I  in  that  Fraooe  whioh,  for  bo  many 
years,  had  seen  nothing  but  a  miserable  ourren- 
cty  of  depreciated  mandats  and  assifpiata  I  The 
annunciation  was  beard  with  the  mward  con- 
tempt and  open  diBlrust  which  the  whole  tribe 
of  hack  politicians  everywhere  feel  for  the 
Btatesmsnahip  of  military  men.  It  was  followed 
by  the  snccess  which  it  belongs  to  genius  to  in- 
spire and  to  command.  Specie  payments  com- 
menced in  France  on  the  day  named ;  and  a 
hard  money  currency  has  been  the  sole  ouiren- 
oy  of  France  from  that  day  to  this. 

Mr.  B.  hwe  dted  a  parage  from  a  totter  ot 
Mr.  QaUatin  to  Hr.  Ingham,  then  Secretory  of 
the  Treasury,  (Deo.  Id29,)  to  oonflrm  what  he 
Bud  oi  the  Froieh  onrrenoy. 

m  rissAOx. 
**For  the  last  twenty-five  years  the  ooinage  of 
Fiaace  has  been  &r  greater  than  that  of  any  other 
oonatry.  I  hardly  need  to  obsem  fhst  this  is  doe 
to  the  almost  total  expalrion  of  paper  as  currency. 
The  Bank  of  France  alone  issues  paper,  and  none 
of  a  deoomiaation  less  than  SOO  francs ;  so  Uiat  it 
is  used  almost  ezdnsively  for  commercial  tranaae- 
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tions  and  remittances,  and  makes  no  part  ot  the 

currency,  properiy  so  called,  of  the  country.  Fa^ 
per,  as  aU  know,  oeceBsarily  drives  awa;  the  pre- 
doua  metals,  which  will  naturally  flow  to  the  {uces 
where  paper  is  not  used.  They  (the  precious  met- 
als) are  a  dearer,  but  the  only  safe  circulating  me- 
dium ;  and  no  country  that  will  resort  to  other 
means,  can  expect  to  have  a  sound  and  uniform 
currency." 

Such,  sud  Mr.  B.,  is  the  currency  of  France ; 
a  conntry  whoae  tan*  exceed  a  l£oiuand  in^- 
Uffiis  francs— whose  publio  and  private  «- 
penditures  require  a  circulaticHi  of  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  millions  of  ddlars— and  which 
possesses  that  circulation,  every  dollar  of  it,  in 
gold  and  ulver.  After  this  example,  can  any 
one  doubt  the  capacity  of  the  United  States  to 
8upi)ly  itself  with  specie?  Reason  and  history 
forbid  the  doubt  Season  informs  us  that  hard 
money  flows  into  the  vaoaum  the  instant  that 
small  bank  notes  are  driven  out.  France  re- 
covered &  specie  circulation  within  a  year  after 
the  oonsolar  government  refused  to  recognize 
paper  tot  mooie^.  England  reoorored  a  gold 
circulation  of  aboat  one  hnndred  milliona  of 
dollars  within  four  years  after  the  one  and  tvo 
pound  notes  were  supprened.  Onr  own  coun- 
try filled  up  with  Spanish  milled  dollars,  French 
crowns,  doubloons,  half  joes,  and  gnineas,  as  by 
magic,  at  the  conclnsion  of  the  revolationary 
war,  and  the  suppression  of  the  continental 
bills.  The  busineeB  of  the  United  States  would 
not  require  above  sixty  or  seventy  millions  of 
gold  and  silver  for  the  common  currency  of  the 
people,  and  the  basis  ckT  lai^  bank  notes  and 
bills  01  exchange.  Of  that  sum  more  than  one- 
third  is  now  in  the  country,  bnt  not  in  circula- 
tion. The  Bank  of  the  United  States  hoards 
above  ten  millions.  At  tlie  exj^ratim  of  her 
charter,  in  1886,  that  sum  wUl  be  paid  out  in 
redemption  of  its  notes— will  go  into  the  hands 
of  the  people—and,  of  iteeli;  will  neariy  double 
the  quantity  of  silver  now  in  t^rculation.  Onr 
native  mines  will  be  yielding,  annually,  some 
millions  of  gold ;  foreign  commerce  will  be  pour- 
ing in  her  accnstomed,  copious  supply ;  the  cor- 
rection of  the  errtmeous  value  of  gold,  the  liber- 
al admission  of  foreign  coins,  and  the  snppres- 
sion  of  small  notes,  will  invite  and  retain  an 
adequate  metallic  currency.  Ihe  present  mo- 
ment is  peculiarly  favorable  for  these  measures. 
FordgD  exchanges  are  now  in  our  favor ;  silver 
is  oonung  here,  although  not  current  by  onr 
laws;  both  gold  and  nlver  would  flow  in 
.  and  uiat  immediately,  to  an  immense  amount, 
,  if  raised  to  their  proper  value,  and  put  on  a 
proper  footing,  by  our  laws.  Three  days*  legis- 
lation on  these  subieots  would  turn  copious 
supplies  of  gold  and  silver  into  t^e  country, 
diffuse  thran  through  every  neighborhood,  ana 
astonish  gentiemen  when  they  get  home  at  mid- 
summer, at  findi^  hard  money  where  they  hod 
left  paper.  Mr.  B.  was  against  a  small  paper 
ourrene/,  not  against  large  bank  notes,  and  ex- 
preseed  a  ooncnrrenoein  much  that  was  said  on 
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Eaper  money  by  the  Senator  from  Sonth  Caro- 
na,  (Kr.  Oalhodn,)  though  difiering  bo  much 
on  the  sabjeot  of  the  national  bank. 

UL  Ta  the  third  place,  Kr,  B.  nndertook  to 
affirm,  as  a  proportion  free  from  dispute  or 
contestation,  that  the  valae  now  set  npon  gold 
by  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  was  mnnst 
and  erroneoaa;  that  these  laws  bad  expelled 
gold  from  droalation;  and  that  it  was  the 
boonden  dnty  of  Congress  to  restore  that  ooin 
to  ciroolation,  by  restoring  it  to  its  jnst  value. 
In  this  be  bad  tiie  pleasnre  to  concm-  heartily 
with  the  Senator  from  South  OaroUna,  (Mr. 

That  gold  was  nnderrahied  by  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  and  ezpeUed  from  oronla- 
tion,  was  a  tact,  Kr.  B.  s^d,  which  ereiybody 
Imew;  but  there  was  something  else  whi<m 
ererybodydidnot  know;  which  few,  in  reality, 
had  an  opportonity  of  knowing,  bnt  which  was 
necessary  to  be  known,  to  enable  the  friends 
of  gold  to  go  to  work  at  the  right  place  to  ef- 
fect the  recovery  of  that  predons  met^  which 
their  &thera  once  possessed — which  the  snb- 
jects  of  Earopean  kings  now  possess — which  the 
dtizens  of  the  young  repnblics  to  the  Sonth 
all  possess  which  even  the  free  negroes  of  San 
Domtogo  possess — ^bnt  which  the  yeomanry  of 
-Qiis  America  hare  been  drarived  of  for  more 
than  twenty  years,  and  wul  be  deprived  of 
forever,  unless  they  discover  the  cause  of  the 
evil,  and  apply  the  remedy  to  its  root. 

I  have  alr^y  shown,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  the 
plm  for  the  support  of  public  credit  which 
Oeneral  Hamilton  brought  forward  in  1791, 
was  a  ]^lan  for  the  establishment  of  the  pi^er 
system  m  our  America.  We  had  at  that  time  a 
sold  currency  which  was  circulating  freely  and 
Silly  all  over  the  country.  Qold  is  t^e  antag- 
onist of  paper,  and,  with  &ir  play,  will  keep  a 
paper  currency  within  just  and  proper  limits. 
It  wiU  keep  down  the  small  notes ;  for  no  man 
will  carry  a  five,  a  ten,  or  a  twenty  dollar  note 
in  his  pocket,  when  he  ean  get  guineas,  eagles, 
half  eagles,  doubloons,  and  half  joes,  to  carry 
in  their  place.  The  notes  of  the  new  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  which  bank  formed  Uie  lead- 
ing feature  in  the  plan  for  the  support  of  pub- 
lic credit,  had  already  derived  one  undue  advan- 
tage over  gold  in  being  put  on  a  level  with  it 
in  point  of  legal  tender  to  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, and  universal  receivability  in  all  pay- 
ments to  that  Government :  they  were  now  to 
derive  another,  and  a  still  greater  undue  advan- 
tage over  gold,  in  the  law  for  the  establishment 
of  the  national  mint ;  an  institution  which  ^so 
formed  a  feature  of  the  plan  foe  the  support 
ol  public  credit  It  is  to  that  plan  that  we 
trace  the  origin  of  the  erroneous  valuation  of 
gold,  which  has  banished  that  metal  from  the 
oountay.  Mr.  Secretary  Hamilton,  in  his  prop- 
osition for  the  establishment  of  a  mint,  re- 
commended that  the  relative  value  of  gold  to 
silver  should  be  fixed  at  fifteen  for  one ;  and 
that  recommendation  became  the  law  of  the 
land,  and  has  remained  lo  ever  smce.  At  the 


same  time,  the  rdative  value  of  these  metals  in 
SptUn  and  Portugal,  and  throna^at  their  vasfe 
dominions  in  the  new  world,  whence  our  prin- 
cipal supplies  of  gold  were  derived,  was  at  the 
rate  of  sixteen  for  one ;  thus  making  our  stand- 
ard nz  per  cmt  below  the  standard  of  tbd 
countries  which  chiefly  produced  gold.  It  was 
also  below  the  English  standard,  and  the  French 
standard,  and  below  the  standard  which  pre- 
v^ed  in  tiiese  States  before  the  adoption  of  t^e 
constitution,  and  which  was  actually  prevuling 
in  the  States  at  the  time  that  this  new  propor- 
tion of  fifteoi  to  one  was  established. 

Ifr.  B.  was  ready  to  admit  that  Uiere  waa 
some  nicety  reqiddtein  a^usting  the  relative 
value  of  two  different  kinds  of  money— gold  and 
alver  for  example— eo  as  to  preserve  an  exact 
equipoise  between  them,  and  to  prevent  either 
from  expelling  the  other.  -  There  was  some 
nicety,  butno  insuperable  or  even  extraordinary 
difficulty,  in  making  the  adjustment  Hie 
nicety  of  the  question  was  aggravated  in  the 
year  '92,  by  the  difficulty  of  obtiuning  exact 
knowledge  of  the  relative  value  of  t^ese  metals, 
at  that  time,  in  France  and  England ;  and  Mr. 
Gallatin  has  unce  ^own  that  ttie  information 
which  was  then  relied  upon  was  clearly  erro- 
neous. The  consequence  of  any  mistake  in 
fixing  our  standard,  was  also  well  known  in  the 
year^9S.  Vt.  Secntaiy  HamUton,  in  his  prop- 
ortion for  the  establishment  of  a  mint,  ex- 
pressly declared  that  the  consequence  of  a  mis- 
take in  the  relative  value  of  the  twometal^ 
would  be  the  expulsion  of  the  one  that  was  un- 
dervalued. Mr.  Jefferson,  then  Secretary  of 
:  State,  in  his  contemporaneous  report  upon 
foreign  ooinsj  declared  the  same  thing,  mr. 
Robert  Horns,  financier  to  the  revolutionary 
Government,  in  his  proposal  to  establish  a  mint, 
in  1782,  was  equally  explicit  to  the  same  effect 
The  delicacy  of  the  question  and  the  ooose- 
quence  of  a  mistake,  were  then  fully  under^ 
stood  forty  years  ago,  when  the  relive  valne 
of  gold  and  silver  was  fixed  at  fifteen  to  one. 
But,  at  that  time,  it  unfortunately  happoied 
that  the  -paper  system,  then  omnipotent  m  Eng- 
land, was  making  its  transit  to  our  America; 
and  every  thing  tiiat  would  go  to  establish  that 
system — every  thing  that  would  go  to  sustain 
the  new-born  Bank  of  the  United  States — that 
ddest  daughter  and  nvm  ffregis  of  the 
system  in  America — roll  in  witii  tJie  prev^mg 
current,  and  became  incorporated  in  the  federal 
legislation  of  the  day.  Gold,  it  was  well  known, 
was  the  antagcmist  of  paper ;  from  its  intrinsic 
value,  the  natural  predilection  of  all  mankind 
for  it,  its  small  bnlk,  and  the  fiusility  of  carrying 
it  about,  it  would  be  preferred  to  paper,  either 
for  travelBng  or  keeping  in  the  house;  aud  thus 
would  limit  and  circamscribo  the  general  (»roD- 
lation  of  bank  notes,  and  prevent  all  plea  of  ne- 
cessity for  issuing  smaller  notes.  Silver,  on  tlie 
contrary,  from  its  inconvenience  of  transportft* 
tion,  would  favor  the  circulation  of  bonk  notes. 
Hence  birth  of  the  doctrine,  that  if  a  mis- 
take was  to  be  oranmitted,  it  shoiild  be  on  the 
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ride  of  tilTer  I  Ur.  Secretary  Hamilton  d»- 
darea  the  eziatenoe  this  feeling  when,  ia  his 
report  upon  the  eBtahlishment  of  a  minL  he 
uys:  "It  is  sometimes  obeerred,  that  silTer 
ought  to  be  eDConntged,  rather  than  gold,  as 
bemg  more  condndTe  to  the  Mtenrion  of  bank 
drouatUHi,  from  tiie  greater  difficulty  and  in- 
eonvenieiMM  which  ito  grftkter  Indk,  compared 
wUb  its  Talne^  oocanons  in  the  truiqwrtation 
of  it."  This  passage  in  the  Secretary's  report 
proTes  the  existeiioe  of  the  feelins  in  favor  of 
silver  against  ^Id,  and  the  caose  <a  that  feeling. 
QaotBtions  might  he  madefVmn  the  speeches  of 
<^erB  to  show  that  thej  acted  upon  that  feel- 
Ing ;  bat  it  is  dae  to  Gen.  Hamilton  to  baj  that 
he  disclaimed  saoh  a  motive  for  himseU^  and 
expressed  a  desire  to  retain  both  metals  in  cir- 
ciifatioD,  and  even  to  have  a  gold  d<^Iar. 

The  proportion  of  16  to  1  was  established. 
The  lltb  section  of  the  act  of  April,  1792,  en- 
acted that  eveiy  fifteen  pounds  weight  of  pore 
silver,  ahoold  be  eqaal  in  value,  in  aU  payments, 
with  one  ponnd  of  ptire  gold ;  and  so  in  pro- 
portion  fbr  less  quwitities  of  the  respective 
metals.*  This  act  was  the  death  warrant  to 
the  gold  currency.  The  diminished  circulation 
of  that  coin  soon  bMan  to  be  observable,  but 
it  was  not  immediate^  eztingnished.  Several 
oircumstanoes  delayed,  but  could  not  prevent 
that  catastrophe.  1.  The  Bank  of  the  United 
States  then  issued  no  note  of  less  denomination 
than  ten  dollars,  and  but  few  of  them.  2.  There 
were  but  three  other  banks  in  the  United 
States,  and  they  issued  but  few  small  notes ;  so 
that  A  araall  note  comnoy  did  not  oome  jUnet- 
ly  Into  eonfllot  with  gsM.  8.  The  trade  to  the 
lover  Misriaalppl  ooutinned  to  bring  up  from 
Hatobea  and  Kew  Orleans,  for  many  years,  a 
larso  supply  of  donbloons,  and  loiw  aappliea  a 
sold  currency  to  the  new  States  ui  the  West. 
Thus,  the  absence  of  a  small  note  currency,  and 
the  constant  arrivals  of  doubloons  from  the 
lower  Mis^sappi,  deferred  tJhe  fate  of  the  gold 
eurreucy ;  and  it  was  not  until  the  lapse  of 
near  twenty  years  after  the  adoption  of  the 
erroneooa  standard  of  17B2,  that  the  circaUtion 

that  metal,  both  foreign  and  domestic,  be- 
osme  completely  and  totally  extinguished  in  the 
Umted  States.  The  extinotioD  i»  now  complete, 
and  mnrt  remdn  so  until  the  laws  are  altwed. 

In  iniddng  this  annomnation,  and  In  tiius 
standliw  forward  to  expose  the  error,  and  to 
demaod  the  Teform  of  the  gold  currency,  he 
(Mr.  B.)  was  n<^  setting  up  for  the  honors  of  a 
first  ^siioverer,  or  first  inventor.  Far  from  it 
He  was  treading  in  the  steps  of  other,  and  abler 
men,  who  had  gone  befbre  him.  Foot  Seere- 


**Tk«pTaHiit  nta  ma  tbe  reaalt  <tf  Infomutton  dMrly 
iROMTMt,  iMMoting  tlM  then  nine  of  gold  aa<i  itlvAr  In 
BatOM,  which  WM  npnMDUd  u  beloc  «t  th*  nto  9t  Um 
tiunUto  1,  wboD  It  WH  in  bet  tma  l&S  to  1(L6:  L  It 
wodM  be  better,  mt  all  events,  to  dlMontlniie  altogether  the 
oolBlng  ot  gold  than  to  Mntlana  the  preieiit  qraMm.  The 
avenge  praaaam  on  the  Ameilott  gold  oolu,  fbr  the  laat 
ibaiead  ahalf  Tean,hH  beenabost  SMm  tke  nomliial 
nlna,"-Jlr,  (Mlstlfs  Mtn  to  Mil  iB^im  Daombar.Sl 
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taries  of  the  Treasury,  GiJlatin,, Dallas,  Craw- 
ford, Ingham^  bad,  each  in  their  day,  pointed 
out  the  error  in  the  gold  standard,  and  recom- 
mended its  correction.  Repeated  reports  of 
committees,  in  both  Houses  of  Oongrest,  had 
done  the  same  thing.  Of  these  reports  he 
would  name  those  of  the  late  U r.  Loinides,  d 
Sooth  Carolina ;  of  Jtr.  Sanfbrd,  late  a  Beaatxt 
from  "Sew  York ;  of  Ur.  Oampbell  F.  White, 
now  a  Bepresentative  from  the  dty  of  Kew 
York.  Mr.  B.  took  pleasnre  in  recalling  and 
presenting  to  pablio  notice,  the  names  of  the 
eminent  men  who  had  gone  before  him  in  the 
exploration  of  this  path.  It  was  due  to  Aem, 
now  that  the  good  cause  seemed  to  be  in  the 
road  to  success,  to  yield  to  them  all  the  honors 
of  first  explorers;  it  was  due  to  the  cause  also, 
in  this  hour  of  final  trial  to  give  it  the  high 
sanction  of  their  names  and  labors. 

Ur.  B.  wonld  arreat  toe  an  instant  the  oar* 
rent  of  hla  nmarki^  to  fix  the  attmtion  of  the 
Senate  npon  a  reflecthm  which  mnat  mggert 
itself  to  the  minds  of  all  comrtderate  persnta. 
He  wonld  ask  how  it  oonld  hi^pen  that  so 
many  men,  and  snoh  men  as  he  had  named,  la- 
boring for  80  many  years,  ia  a  cause  so  just,  for 
an  object  so  beneficial,  npcm  a  state  Of  facts  so 
nndemable,  could  so  long  and  so  uniformly  fail 
of  success  ?   How  could  this  happien  ?   Sir,  ex- 
claimed Ur.  B.,  it  hutpened  because  the  wAkj 
(tf  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  reqnirea  it  to 
happen  1    The  same  policy  which  required  gold 
to  oe  undervalued  in  1792,  when  the  fint  bank 
was  chartered,  has  regnired  it  to  be  under- 
valned  ever  ainoe,  now  Uiat  a  aeocmd  bank  has 
been  estabUshed ;  and  the  same  atrengtb  vldeh 
enabled  these  bulks  to  keep  th^naelTes  np,  also 
enabled  them  to  keep  gold  down.   TUa  is  the 
answer  to  the  qnestion,  and  this  the  secret  of 
the  failure  of  all  these  eminent  men  in  their 
laudable  effbrts  to  r^se  gold  again  to  the  Ca- 
nity of  money.   This  is  the  secret  of  their  £su- 
ure,  and  this  secret  being  now  known,  the  road 
which  leads  to  the  ref6rmati<»k  of  the  gold  cur- 
rency lies  uncovered  and  revealed  before  ns ;  it 
ia  the  road  whicli  leads  to  the  overthrow  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States — to  the  sepulchre 
of  that  institution ;  for,  while  that  hami  lives, 
or  has  the  hope  of  life,  gold  cannot  be  restored 
to  life.  Here  then  Um  the  qneslioii  of  tiie  r»- 
form  <^the  gold  carrmoy.  If  the  bank  is  de- 
feated, that  currency  is  reformed ;  if  the  b«^nV 
is  victorious,  gold  remains  d evaded,  to  oon- 
tinue  an  article  of  merchandise  in  the  handa  of 
the  hank,  and  to  be  expelled  from  cironlation 
to  make  room  for  its  five,  its  ten,  and  its  twen- 
ty dollar  notes.   Let  the  people  then,  who  are 
in  favor  of  restoring  gold  to  cironlation,  go  to 
work  in  the  right  place,  and  put  down  the 
power  that  first  put  down  gold,  and  which  will 
never  Boffer  that  coin  to  rise  while  H  has  power 
to  prevent  it. 

Ur.  B.  did  not  think  it  neoee8at7  to  desoant 
and  expatiate  npon  the  merlta  and  advantages 
of  a  g(ud  onrrew^.  These  admitages  had  been 
too  vcdl  knovz^  from  the  earlieat  ages  of  the 
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world,  to  be  a  subject  of  discussion  in  the  nine- 
teenth century ;  but,  as  it  was  the  policy  of  the 
{taper  system  to  din)arage  that  metal,  and  as 
Uiat  system,  in  its  forty  rears*  reign  over  the 
Amerioui  pec^te,  had  nearly  desteoy  ed  a  knowl- 
edge ct  that  eurrmcfy,  he  would  briefly  mnmer- 
ate  Its  leading  and  prominent  advantage.  1. 
It  bad  an  intrin^o  valne,  which  gave  it  cor- 
nmoj  all  over  the  world,  to  the  full  amount  of 
that  Tihie,  without  regard  to  laws  or  circum- 
stances. 2.  It  had  a  uniformity  of  value,  which 
made  it  the  safest  standard  of  Aie  ralne  of  prop- 
er^ which  the  wisdom  of  man  had  ever  yet 
disooTered.  8.  Its  portability ;  which  made  it 
easy  for  the  traveller  to  cany  it  about  with  him. 
4.  Its  indestructibility;  which  made  it  the 
safest  money  that  people  could  keep  in  their 
hoDsei,  6.  Its  faiherent  purity ;  whidimade  it 
the  hardest  money  to  be  oonnterfoited,  and 
fbe  euAest  to  be  detected,  and,  therefore,  the 
safest  money  liiv  the  people  to/ handle.  6.  Its 
SDperiority  over  all  other  mon«y;  which  gave 
to  its  posseasor  the  ehdoe  and  command  of  all 
other  money.  7.  Its  power  over  exchanges ; 
gold  being  tbe  currency  which  contributes  most 
to  the  equalization  of  exchange,  and  keeping 
down  the  rate  of  exchange  to  the  lowest  ana 
most  nnifonn  point.  8.  Its  power  over  the 
paper  money ;  gold  being  the  natural  enemy  of 
that  system,  and,  with  fur  ^lay,  able  to  hold  it 
in  check.  9.  It  is  a  constitutioDal  currency; 
and  the  pe<^e  have  a  right  to  demand  it,  for 
their  currency,  as  Umg  as  the  present  constitu- 
tion is  permitted  to  exist. 

Mr.  S.  Miid  that  tiie  fidse  valuation  pnt  upon 
gold  had  rendered  the  mint  of  the  United  States, 
so  far  as  the  gold  ccnnage  is  concerned,  a  most 
ridiculous  and  absnid  insntntion.  It  has  coined, 
aad  that  at  a  large  expense  to  the  United  States, 
2,282,717  pieces  of  gold,  worth  $11,862,890 ; 
and  where  are  these  pieces  now?  Not  one 
of  them  to  be  seen  I  all  sold  and  exported  1  and 
so  r^fular  is  this  operation  that  the  director  of 
the  mint,  in  his  latest  report  to  CongreHs,  says 
that  the  new  coined  gold  freqnently  remains 
in  the  mint,  uncalled  ffn*,  thou{^  ready  for 
daUveiTt  until  the  d»  arrives  for  a  packet  to 
sail  to  Enrope.  Be  ououlates  that  two  milUons 
of  native  gold  will  be  ci^ed  annnally  hereaf- 
ter ;  the  whole  of  which,  without  a  reform  of 
the  gold  standard,  will  be  conducted,  like  exiles, 
from  die  national  mint  to  the  seashore,  and 
transported  to  foreign  region^  to  be  sold  for 
the  benefit  of  tbe  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  B.  said  this  was  not  the  time  to  discuss 
the  rolative  value  of  gold  and  silver,  nor  to 
nrge  tJie  particular  proportion  which  ought  to 
be  established  between  them.  That  womd  be 
the  proper  work  of  a  committee.  At  present  it 
might  be  suffitdent,  and  not  irrelevtmt,  to  say 
that  this  question  was  one  of  commerce — ^that 
H  WOK  purely  and  rimply  a  mercantile  problem 
mwsh  so  as  an  acquisiti^m  of  any  ordinary 
merdhandise  frtnn  foreim  countries  oonld  be. 
Gold  eoes  where  it  fixfos  its  value,  and  that 
■valoe  w  vhat  the  laws  ot  great  natttms  ^ve  it. 


In  Mexico  and  South  America — the  conntriea 
which  produce  ^Id,  and  from  which  the  United 
States  must  dmve  liifflr  chief  so^ly — tiie  value 
^goldis  16  to  1  over  ulver;  in  Uie  Island  oS 
Oubaitisl7to  1;  in  Spain  and  Portugal  it  is 
16  to  1 ;  in  the  West  Indies,  generally.  It  Is  the 
same.  It  is  not  to  be  suppo^  that  gdd  wiU 
come  from  these  countries  to  the  UnitraBtates 
if  the  importer  is  to  lose  one  dollar  in  every 
sixteen  that  he  brings ;  or  that  our  own  gold 
will  remain  with  us,  when  an  exporter  can  gidn 
a  dollar  upon  every  fifteen  that  he  carries  out. 
Such  results  would  be  contruy  to  tbe  laws  of 
trade ;  and  therefore  we  must  place  the  some 
value  upon  gold  that  other  nations  do,  if  we 
wish  to  gun  any  part  of  theirs,  or  to  r^in  nny 
part  of  our  own.  Mr.  B.  s^d  that  the  case  of 
En^and  and  Franco  was  no  oonttion  to  tills 
mle.  They  rated  gdd  at  somethbig  less  than 
16  for  1,  and  still  retained  gold  in  oinmlation, 
but  it  was  retained  by  force  of  peculiar  laws 
and  advantages  which  do  not  prevail  in  the 
United  States.  In  England  the  circulation  of 
sold  was  aided  and  protected  by  four  subsidiarr 
laws,  neither  of  which  exists  here :  one  which 
prevented  silver  from  being  a  tender  for  more 
than  forty  shillings;  another  which- required 
the  Bank  of  England  to  pay  all  its  notes  in  gold ; 
a  third  which  suppressed  the  small  note  circu- 
lation ;  a  fourth  which  alloyed  their  silver  nine 

rcent.  below  the  relative  value  of  gold. 
France  the  rdative  proportion  oi  the  two 
metals  was  also  below  what  It  was  In  Sp^ 
Portugal,  Heuco,  and  South  America,  and  still 
a  plentind  suj^y  of  gold  remained  in  dronl^ 
tion ;  but  this  result  was  aided  by  two  pecu* 
liar  causes ;  ■  first,  the  total  absence  of  a  vepei 
currency ;  secondly,  the  proximi^  of  spiun, 
and  the  inferiority  of  Spanish  manofaotures, 
which  gave  to  France  a  ready  and  a  near  market 
for  the  sale  of  her  fine  fabrics,  which  were  piud 
for  in  the  gold  of  the  New  World.  In  the 
United  States  gold  would  have  none  of  these 
subsidiary  helps ;  on  the  contrary,  it  would  have 
to  contend  with  a  pi^r  currency,  and  would 
have  to  be  obt^ned,  the  product  of  our  own 
mines  excepted,  teoin  If  exioo  and  South  Amffl* 
ca,  where  »  is  rated  as  dxteen  to  one  for  nl- 
ver.  All  these  oironmstanoes,  and  many  others^ 
would  have  to  be  taken  into  consideration  in 
fixing  a  standard  for  the  United  States.  Mr. 
B.  repeated  that  there  was  nicety,  but  no  diffi- 
culty, in  adjusting  the  relative  valm  of  gold  and 
silver  so  as  to  retain  both  in  circulation.  Sev- 
eral nations  of  antiquity  had  done  it ;  some 
modem  nations  also,  llie  English  have  both 
in  circulation  at  this  time.  The  French  have 
bo^  and  have  had  for  thirty  years.  The  States 
of  this  Union  also  had  both  in  the  time  of  tbe 
confederation,  and  retained  them  until  tiiis 
Federal  Government  was  established,  and  the 
paper  system  adopted.  Congress  slKAild  not 
admit  that  it  cannot  do  for  tbe  citizens  of  tbe 
United  StatM,  what  so  many  monarchies  have 
done  for  their  sntiJectB.  Gentlemen,  espedaUy; 
who  decry  military  ohiefUuns,  should  not  oon- 
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feas  that  they  themselves  cannot  do  for  Ameri- 
ca, what  a  militarj  chieftain  did  for  France. 
Above  all,  those  who  are  now  engaged  in  de- 
crying the  State  Governments,  and  r^reaent- 
ii^  them  as  tmfit  to  be  trasted  with  their  cnr- 
renoy  whhoat  a  master,  Aonld  not  oome  oat 
with  a  practical  ocmfbsdw  that  this  boasted 
Federal  Goremment  cannot  perfwm  fbr  the 
Union  what  the  State  Oovemmeats,  each  for 
itself  performed  for  its  citizens,  for  the  whole 
period  whidi  elapsed  from  titodfoae  of  the  Rev- 
olution to  the  establishmeat  of  this  Qovenunent. 


Satuboat,  Uaroh  32. 
Public  Diatrett. 
Mr.  Wbbstsr  said  that  he  had  been  requested 
to  present  to  tiie  Senate  the  prooeedings  of  a 
.  meeting  held  at  Ohambersboi^  io  the  coonty 
of  Franklin  and  State  of  Pennsylvania,  attend- 
ed by  very  many  citizens  of  that  county;  and 
also  a  memorial  respectfUly  addressed  to  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  signed  by  more  than  1,800 
oS  the  inhabitants  and  electors,  expressing  their 
opinions,  ho|>es,  and  fears,  in  regard  to  the 
present  condition  of  public  afibirs.  The  presen- 
tation of- this  paper  to  Gongress  was  attended 
by  the  presence  of  a  lai^  committee,  composed 
of  persons  of  the  first  respectability,  who,  not- 
withstanding; what  they  have  seen  of  the  nu- 
merous applications  to  Oi3ngress — notwithstand- 
ing the  abundant  evidence  which  has  been  fnr- 
niuied  of  the  di^ws  pervading  all  parts  fs£  the 
country,  and  the  neoessi^  of  some  aovenunent- 
al  interference  to  alleviate  that  ustress,  yet 
had  ^t  it  their  doty  to  accompany  their  me- 
moi^  to  the  seat  of  Government,  and  to  assist 
in  producing  a  conviction  on  tlie  two  Houses 
of  Oongress,  that 'some  legislative  measures  were 
necessary. 

The  county  of  Franks  n  was  one  of  the  most 
respectable  and  wealthy  in  the  great  State  of 
Pennsylvania.  It  was  situated  in  a  rich  lime- 
stone valley,  and,  in  Its  main  character,  was 
agricnltnral.  He  had  the  pleasure,  last  year, 
to  pass  through  it  and  see  it  for  the  first  time, 
when  itirrich  fields  of  wheat  and  rye  were  ri- 
pening, and,  certainly,  he  tittle  thought  then, 
that  be  i^oiud,  at  this  time,  have  to  present  to 
the  Bmate  such  undeniable  proofii  cX  their  ac- 
tual, severe,  and  pressing  ^Ustreas.  These  me- 
morialists, for  themselves,  were  sick,  sick 
enough  of  the  Executive  experiment  They 
thought  the  interests  of  tiiemselves  and  the 
country  generally  were  too  important  to  be 
.  made  the  subject  of  a  rash  experiment  Th^ 
did  not  come  to  seek  a  boon  from  the  Execu- 
tive— they  sought  no  extraordinary  degree  of 
attention  from  Congress.  They  only  luk  that 
the  laws  be  administered  aooording  to  their 
q>irit  They  ask  that  the  laws  might  take  tfa^ 
oonrse,  and  seonre  th^  social  and  ptditical 
rights.  They  dedred  that  the  war  going  on 
between  thePrerident  and  tiw  bank  may  cease 
They  feel  themselves  unsafe  while  tiiis  state 
hosuUty  oontinofiB.  Th^  dedr«  to  see  Otn- 


[MiBOH,  18B4. 

gresa  interpose  to  check  the  usurpations  at 
Executive  power,  whidi,  in  the  language  of  a 
British  stateranan,  has  increased,  is  mcreasing, 
and  ought  to  be  diminished.  Mr.  W.  said  he 
would  only  add  his  solemn  conviction  of  the 
truth  ol  what  the  memoriaUsts  said,  and  moved 
that  the  memorial  and  prooeedings  be  r^cored 
to  tiie  Conunittee  <m  Finance  and  printed.  Tha 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

Rhoda  Island  MmoridU, 
Mr.  RoBBiHB  presented  two  memorials  ontiw 
snl^ect  of  the  general  distress  and  pecuniary 
embarrassments  of  the  country ;  one  from  the 
town  of  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  and  the  other 
from  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  of  Smithfleld 
and  Oomberland,  in  the  same  State. 

In  offering  th^  memorials,  Mr.  R.  addressed 
the  Senate  earnestly  in  support  of  their  ol^eotsi 
coacniring  with  them  in  th^  rroresentation 
that  tiie  removal  of  the  deposits  had  Iwoag^t 
upon  thdr  burinesa  the  great  depreaaion  of 
miich  they  complained,  and  tihat  nothing  hvA 
their  restoration  conld  restore  prosperity. 

Both  memorials  were  thai  renrred  to  tha 
Committee  on  flnanoe. 


MtHTDAT,  search  24. 

Lynn  (Man,)  Memorial, 

Mr.  Wbbsibr  presented  a  memorial  signed 
by  nine  hundred  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 
of  Lynn,  in  the  State  MassaoltusettB^  remm- 
strating  against  the  removal  of  the  pabUo  de- 
ports from  the  Bank  ctf  tlie  United  States,  and 
praying  for  their  restoration,  with  such  other 
measures  as  Oongress  may  deem  expedimt 

Those  memben  of  the  Scmate,  said  Mr.  W., 
who  have  travelled  from  Boston  to  Salem,  or 
to  Nahant,  will  remember  the  town  ot  Lynti. 
It  is  a  beautiful  town^  utuated  up<m  the  sea,  is 
highly  industrious,  and  has  been  hitherto  pros- 
perous and  fiourishing,  Witii  a  population  of 
eight  thousand  souls,  its  great  business  is  the 
manufacture  of  shoes.  Three  thousand  peraons, 
men,  women,  and  children,  are  engaged  in  this 
maaufhoture.  They  make  and  sell,  ordinarily, 
two  millions  ttf  pairs  of  shoes  a  year,  for  which, 
at  70  cents  a  pair,  they  receive  one  miUion  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  They  consume  half 
a  million  of  dollars'  worth  of  leather,  of  which 
they  buy  a  large  portion  in  Philadelphia  and 
Baltimore,  and  the  rest  in  their  own  neiglibor- 
hood.  The  articles  manufactured  by  them  ore 
sent  to  all  parts  of  the  country,  finding  tbeir 
way  into  every  principal  port,  from  Eaatport 
round  to  St  Louis.  Now,  nr,  when  I  was  last 
among  the  jieople  of  this  handsome  town,  all 
was  prosperity  md  happiness.  Their  business 
was  not  extravagantiy  profitable;  they  wero 
not  flowing  rich  over  fast,  but  they  were  com- 
fortable^ all  employed,  and  all  satisfied  and 
contented.  Bnt,  dr,  with  them,  as  with  othera, 
a  most  serious  change  has  tarai  place.  Tb^ 
find  their  naoal  employments  suddeuly  arrest- 
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ed,  frnn  the  Bameenuewliioh  has  smitten  otiier 
puts  <tf  the  oosntry  with  like  efitets;  and  they 
have  soit  forward  a  manorial,  which  I  have 
now  the  honor  of  l^ing  before  the  Smste. 
This  memorial,  rir,  is  signed  by  idne  hundred 
of  the  legal  voters  of  the  town ;  and  I  nnder- 
stand  the  largest  nmnber  of  votes  known  to 
have  been  ^ven  is  one  tbonaand.  Their  memo- 
rial is  short ;  it  ctanplainB  of  the  illegal  remov- 
al of  the  depodta,  of  the  attack  on  the  bank, 
and  of  the  effect  of  these  measnres  on  their 
boriness. 

Hr.  President,  when  will  this  foolish  experi- 
ment be  abandoned  t  All  men  may  commit 
errors,  bat  wise  men,  and  candid  men,  will  re- 
traot  than  bo  soon  as  they  see  than  to  be  er- 
ron.  They  will  not  adhere  to  error,  in  spite 
of  ezperienoe,  and  grow  more  obstin^  and 
more  angry,  in  |Hvportion  as  Hat  error  becomes 
more  and  more  manifest.  8ir,  we  have  oome 
to  a  pass,  in  which  attachment  ia  preconceived 
c^inions,  and  to  hastily  adopted  purposes,  must 
pve  way  to  tmth  and  reason.  The  times  are 
becoming  too  sober,  qaite  too  sober,  for  any 
man,  or  any  set  of  men,  to  make  a  stubborn 
point  of  what  they  may  call  their  own  conrist-- 
ency.  The  oonntry  must  be  saved ;  and  the 
people  must  save  it  by  oompelling  those  who 
have  adopted  minons  measures,  to  retrace  tbeir 
steps,  if  Uiey  will  not  retraoe  them  of  their  own 
Iree  will,  having  seea  tiieir  atter  and  abso- 
lute fiulnre,  and  the  eiuHinoua&iiBohielk  whidi 
they  have  ^odnoed. 

The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  niumce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Hr.  Bxmoir  said :  The  dn^mwiUng  appari- 
tion of  these  distress  petititms  was  a  novelty  in 
this  chamber,  and  they  were  presented  in  a 
novel  manner — with  elaborate  speeches,  when 
the  niles  of  the  Senate  only  admit  the  contents 
to  be  stated,  as  nothing  is  to  be  done  with  tiiem 
except  to  reiiar  them  to  a  committee — to  which 
nobody  objects.  Then  why  tiie  speeches? 
Iliey  are  outainly  for  the  ooontry,  not  Ibr 
tiie  fientfe,  and  cert^nly  teiA  to  Inraease  the 
distress  which  they  oomplain.  Ko  doubt  the 
oomtry  is  distressed,  strudt  down  from  pros- 
perify  in  a  few  weeks ;  and  no  doubt  the  Bank 
erf  the  United  States  has  done  it,  and  done  it  for 
file  purpose  of  forcing  a  recharter  and  a  restora- 
tion the  deposits  through  the  distresses  of  the 
people.  They  all  say  the  same  thing,  that  noth- 
ing but  this  restoration  and  recharter  will  re- 
lieve the  distress.  Weill  the  bank  will  not 
t>e  rechartered,  nor  the  deponts  restored,  and 
yet  the  distress  will  cease,  and  all  the  impnted 
oaoses  <rf  tJw  distress  will  oe  found  to  be  a  mis* 
take. 


TossDAY,  March  26. 

Manorial  ,from  FMiadelphia. 

Ur.  Olattcs  presented  resolutions  adopted 
at  a  larm  public  meeting  ci  idlversnitha,  watch- 
makersijewellers,  fto^  (Uthodtgr  <tf  FhilMe^his. 


[SKHAn. 

He  stated  the  substance  of  tiie  resolutions,  and 
expressed  his  regret  that  an  earlier  <^portanity 
for  the  presentation  of  ^em  had  been  doiied 
him,  in  omisequence  of  the  great  press  of  bud- 
ness  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  0.  proceeded  to  enforce  the  opinions  and 
arguments  adopted  at  the  meeting,  by  comments 
on  the  respectabilitpr  of  iJioae  who  advanc^ 
them,  and  tiie  peculiar  character  of  the  meet- 
ing. It  was  composed  of  a  class  of  men  whose 
bnsiness  was,  of  all  others  perhaps^  most  affect- 
ed by  disastrons  fluctuations  in  the  currency, 
being  the  manufBctnie  and  sale  of  such  articles 
as  are  most  liable  to  be  dispensed  with  by  a 
suffering  people  in  any  state  of  general  em- 
barrassment ;  and  he  held  it  doe  to  the  Senate 
to  observe  that,  from  the  intcHfigenoe  and  in- 
t^rity  of  t^iose  whose  names  appeared  on  the 
&oe  of  the  proceedings,  the  sent£maitB  advanc- 
ed in  reference  to  a  subject  which  necessarily 
engaged  so  much  of  their  attention  as  men  <n 
business,  were  entitled  to  be  weighed  with  the 
highest  respect  by  this  honorabte  body.  On 
his  motitm,  the  resolutions  were  read,  referred 
to  the  Oommittee  on  Finance,  and  ordcmd  to  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Scoiate. 


Wbdhxsday,  If  arch  26. 

Toung  Men'$  Dutrm  Memorial.  Philadelphia^ 
6,000  Signeri—  CommUteeo/Vi  Toung  Men 
to  bring  it  on. 

Hr.  SouTBABD  presented  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeting,  held  on  the  14th  of  the  present  month, 
in  the  city  of  Pliiladelphia,  composed  entirely 
of  the  yonng  men  of  that  city  and  neighbor- 
hood, ascribing  the  present  calamitous  condition 
of  the  country  to  the  removal  of  the  public  de- 
posits from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  On 
presentiog  these  memorials — 

Hr.  S.  Bud :  On  the  14th  of  this  month,  a 
meeting  waa  held  in  the  dty  of  Fhiladdphia, 
at  whi^  SS  persons  were  appointed  to  proceed 
to  this  place,  for  the  purpose  of  having  too  pro- 
oeedinga  of  the  meeting  properly  presented  to 
Congress,  md  suitable  means  used  to  effect  th<^ 
object  Itwas  also  resolved  to  forward  to  me  a 
copy  of  their  proceedings,  to  be  laid  before  the 
Senate.  I  comply,  with  great  cbeerf^ilness, 
with  their  request,  and  now  offer  them  to  your 
consideration.  The  meeting  was  not  of  an  or- 
dinary character,  nor  composed  of  individuals 
usually  found  in  political,  or  other  public  meet- 
ings. It  was  called  by  more  than  6,000  young 
men,  and  composed  entirely  of  young  men — a 
portion- of  them  not  yet  behmnng  to  aiur  of 
the  parties  into  whidi  the  p<mtioiaiu  of  the 
country  have  been  divided ;  who  have,  as  yet, 
assumed  no  party  name,  and  leanwd  to  foUoir 
no  party  leader.  They  have  no  name  written 
upon  their  standards,  or  marked  upon  their 
foreheads.  The  only  flag  which  they  have 
used,  is  that  of  tbeir  common  country.  They 
were  attracted,  or  rather  urged,  sir,  to  this 
meeting,  and  to  the  ozpreadoi  of  their  feelinp 
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and  opinions,  by  what  they  nv  aronnd,  and 
knew  of  the  notion  of  the  Exeontive  x^oa  the 
oarreDcy  and  prosperity  <tf  the  ooontry.  They 
have  jiut  entered,  or  are  abont  altering,  on 
the  bngy  occnpationa  of  manhood,  and  are  sod- 
draily  Borpnsed  by  a  state  of  things  aroond 
them,  new  to  their  obserration  and  experience. 
Oalamity  had  been  a  stranger  in  their  pathway. 
They  have  grown  np  through  th^  boyhood  in 
the  enjoyments  of  present  comfort,  and  the  an- 
ticipation of  future  prosperity-:- their  seniors 
actively  and  successfully  eng^;ed  in  the  various 
occnpations  of  tiie  oommnnity,  and  the  whole 
drole  of  enutloymenta  vpen  before  their  own 
industry  and  hopes — the  institations  of  their 
ootintry  beloved,  uid  their  proteoting  Influence 
covering  the  exertions  of  all  fSor  their  bmefit 
and  happiness.  In  this  state  they  saw  the  pub- 
lic prosperity,  with  which  alone  they  were 
familiar,  blasted,  and  for  the  time  destroyed. 
The  whole  seme,  their  whole  country  was 
changed ;  they  witnessed  fortunes  falling,  home- 
steads mined,  merchants  failing,  artisans  broken, 
mechanics  impoverished,  all  the  employments  on 
which  they  were  about  to  enter,  paralyzed ;  la- 
bor denied  to  the  needy,  and  reward  to  the  in- 
dustrious ;  losses  of  millions  of  property,  and 
^oom  settling  where  joy  and  happiness  before 
existed.  They  Uit  the  sirocco  pass  by,  and 
desc^te  the  plains  where  peace,  and  animation, 
and  happiness  exulted.  The  act  itself  tiiey  re- 
gard as  one  of  high-handed  power,  which  spurns 
oonstitutional  checks,  and  overleaps  the  barriers 
prepared  by  our  fathers  against  arbitrary  Gov- 
ernments ;  as  destroying  confidence  in  the  cur- 
rency of  the  country,  and  the  policy  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  stability  of  our  institutions ; 
and  meriting  the  deep  and  lasting  execrations 
of  an  imored  and  outraged  people. 

Hr.  8.  then  moved  that  the  proceedings  be 
read,  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Oommittee  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  Pbxston  swd:  I  rise,  Kr.  President,  for 
the  double  purpose  of  seconding  (which  I  do 
by  the  request  <h  the  memorialists)  the  motion 
of  the  Senator  fromNew  Jersey,  and  of  announc- 
ing to  the  Senate,  that,  when  that  motion  is 
disposed  ol^  I  will  have  the  honor  of  presenting 
to  the  Senate,  a  memorial  firom  the  8d  Oongres- 
sional  district  of  Pennsylvania,  I  shall  avail 
myself  of  the  present  occasion  to  submit  what 
I  have  to  say  npon  both  memorials.  ' 

That  which  is  now  under  the  formal  con- 
sideration of  the  Senate  is  distinguished  from 
all  others  which  have  been  heretofore  received, 
in  this,  that  whereas  heretofore  memorials  have 
1>een  presented  either  from  promiscuous  assem- 
blsges  (^citizens,  or  from  assemblages  of  <ntiz«is 
of  particular  avocations,  as  merchants,  manufao- 
tnrers,  butidl  representing  the  great,  active, 
and  what  may  be  called  the  politiou  body  of  the 
community,  the  present  memorialists  are  not 
designated  from  the  mass  of  oar  citizens  by 
trade,  or  calling,  or  pursuits  in  life,  but  ore  dis- 
tinguished from  it  by  the  fsot,  Uiat  thej  are 
young  men.  Four  ti^^wiimtid  young  men  sign 
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the  menunial  before  ns,  and  venture  to  suggest 
their  sentiments  to  the  Sraiate  of  the  United 
States.  It  is  obvious  that  those  who  ddisnd 
the  measures  of  the  administration,  and  whose 
bnsiness  it  is  to  detract  from  the  efflcaoy  ot 
every  manifestation  of  public  opinion,  will  be 
prompt  with  the  inquiry,  By  what  title  to  re- 
spect do  tiie  young  men  of  Hiilad^hia  clum 
the  consideration  (u  the  Swate  t  Whj  should 
those,  who  are  just  bc^nning  to  look  upon  li&, 
assume  to  express  opinims  upon  the  gravest 
and  most  complex  oonoems!  For  my  part, 
said  Mr.  P.,  I  think  I  can  perceive  in  these  pro- 
ceedings a  most  instructive  lesson. 

Itmay  happen,  sir,  that  theinflaenoesc^^mt]i- 
fal  ardor  have  as  Uttie  effect  in  giving  bias  to 
tiie  Judgment,  as  the  peculiar  pursuits,  the  ao* 
oidentaT  Interests,  and,  above  all,  the  partj 
spirit,  <tf  tiiose  who  have  entered  fmly  into  the 
more  strenuous  pursuits  of  life.  If  these  me- 
morialists are  young,  thaj  are  unsophisticated 
— if  their  Judgment  he  considered  inuuatura,  let 
it  be  remembered  that  their  hearts  are  sound 
and  generous ;  and,  above  all,  let  us  not  forget 
tiiat  these  gentiemen  express  what  the  bold,  the 
generous,  the  untrammelled,  and  the  unselfish 
feel ;  and,  if  you  please,  sir,  tiiat  they  reflect  and 
indicate  the  emotions  which  so  profoundly 
i^tato  our  country  from  one  end  to  the  other. 
It  is  obvious,  sir,  that  a  deep  feeling  of  anxietr  « 
has  taken  possesnon  of  Uie  public  mind ;  a  feu- 
ing  indepenilent  of  actual  anjQteing,  and  inde- 
pendent too  of  a  full  perception  of  the  extwt 
<^  the  misrule  to  whien  we  are  subjected.  It 
is  not  only  those  whose  fortunes  and  hopes  in 
life  have  been  prostrated.  It  is  not  only  those 
who  stand  npon  the  brink  cf  ruin,  and  look  to 
each  ooming  day  with  dread  of  its  results.  It 
is  not  only  those  whose  bnsiness  or  habit  it  is 
to  mark  tiie  progress  of  political  changes,  and 
note  ooming  events  in  the  shadows  which  the/ 
oast  before  them.  To  none  of  these  classes  be- 
long the  menu»ialistB  before  us ;  but,  every  or- 
der ctf  sode^,  every  oondition  of  life,  all  ages, 
and  both  sexes,  are  aroused  by  the  blow  which 
has  been  Btm<^  by  the  Executive,  upon  that 
oord  which  binds  every  heart  to  our  common 
country;  and  these  memorialists,  sir,  when  tiier 
declare  that  the  laws  have  been  violated,  ana 
the  constitution  endangered,  And  an  echo  in 
every  man's  bosom.  It  will  be  found  that  the 
memorialiste  confine  themselves  to  these  topics. 
These  are  the  topics  which  occupy  and  agitate 
the  community ;  and  bo  absorbmg  have  been 
the  feelings  excited  by  the  seizure  of  the  public 
money,  so  much  has  it  astounded  and  alarmed 
tiie  public  mind,  that  all  other  subjects  havo 
been  forgotten,  all  other  acts  of  mlwnle  ova- 
looked,  while  this  has  claimed  an  exdudve  and 
intense  attention. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  P.,  I  trust  t^at  the  prayers  of 
our  fellow-citizens  will  be  answered.  The  memo- 
rial presented  by  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey 
adds  to  their  numbers,  and  when  it  is  disposed 
of,  I  shall  have  the  h(Htor  of  presenting  another, 
i^ed  by  4,677  voters  in  the  third  Congresdoo* 
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al  district  of  FenQsylvania,  which  I  will  pro- 
pose shall  take  the  same  course. 

Hr.  Bbowh  said  that  thu  remarks  which  had 
fUIen  from  the  geotlemeD  who  had  just  address- 
ed the  Ohair,  (Messrs,  SoirTHi.&D  and  Fsb&ton,) 
seemed  to  reqaire  from  him  some  replj ;  but, 
before  he  proceeded  farther,  he  wonld  take  oc- 
casion to  ccmpliraeot  gentlemen  on  tbe  other 
side,  on  theb^  having  recovered  the  portion 
that  they  had  for  some  time  lost  8{|^  of.  Their 
strong  political  phalanx  seemed  to  have  been 
vavering.  He  began  to  think  that  all  was  not 
wen  wiu  them ;  and  that  they  did  not  com- 
mand that  entire  unity  of  aotion  which  formerly 
dbtingniflhed  than.  They  told  as  at  one  time, 
Bud  Mr.  B.,  that  the  violated  laws,  and  an 
outraged  oonstitntion,  was  the  only  issue  befbre 
the  Senate ;  and  when  we  told  them  that  the 
recharter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was 
the  only  tme  issne,  that  was  stoutly  met  and 
denied.  A  bill  to  recharter  the  bank  had  been 
presented  a  few  days  ago,  and  the  honorable 
gentleman  who  introduced  it  opened  the  debate 
with  a  flill  discussion  on  all  its  merits,  and  with 
an  ingenoity  characteristic  of  able  parliament- 
ary leaders;  that  issne  had  been  withdrawn, 
and  the  notes  of  distress  were  ^in  sounded. 
He  agidn  congratulated  gentlemen  on  the  re- 
covery of  their  former  position. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  FBEGrroN)  prefaced  his  remarks  by  saying 
that  one  of  the  circumstances  pecaliarly  mark- 
ing the  present  times  was  the  presentment  of  a 
memorial  from  the  young  men  of  the  country. 
What  do  we  see !  (said  Mr.  B.)  For  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  the  countir,  the  yoang 
men  brought  forward  to  fight  the  battles  of  the 
Bank  <rt  uie  United  States ;  and  this  showed 
the  talisnumio  power  of  that  inatitntioo,  ttiat 
tiivf  were  able  to  mingle  such  incoD^ons 
elements  in  the  conflict.  What  do  we  see  ?  he 
ajpain  asked.  Why,  the  bank  reduced  to  the 
necessity,  after  having  undergone  a  review 
before  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  dis- 
comfited there,  of  taking  refuge  among  a  parcel 
of  boys.  The  honorable  gentleman  continues  to 
harp  upon  the  great  distress  prevailing  throngh- 
bnt  thecountry;  andwhat  does  he  infer  from  thisi 
That  the  people  are  opposed  to  the  administra- 
tion on  this  bank  question  ?  Did  the  elections 
give  an^  evidence  of  the  kiadt  Had  there 
been  «  va^9  eleotion  since,  that  bad  not  given 
the  administration  a  trin^hant  majority? 
Witness  the  elections  in  Virginia,  in  New 
Hampshire,  and  everywhere  that  elections  had 
been  neld.  How,  then,  did  the  gentleman  infer 
tiiat  the  people  were  against  the  administration 
on  this  bank  question,  when  the  elections  gave 
such  undeniable  evidence  to  the  contrary  ?  The 
honorable  gentleman  had  gone  on  to  inquire 
into  the  state  of  our  foreign  relations,  ana  he 
would  take  upon  himself  to  answer  him.  _  There 
never  had  bc^n  a  time,  since  the  formation  of 
our  Government,  when  our  foreign  relations 
were  conducted  with  sncfa  nnparolleled  success ; 
and  with  what  digmty  and  skill,  might  be  read 


[Snun. 

in  a  nation's  hearts,  and  find  an  approving  throb 
in  every  patriot  bosom.  It  appeared  to  him 
that  this  was  rather  an  nnfortanate  topic  for  the 
gentleman  to  advert  to.  Matters  of  old  con- 
troversy with  foreign  powers,  which  had  here- 
tofore bafSed  the  skill  of  the  ablest  negotiators, 
had  been  settled,  and  satisfactorily  settled,  under 
this  administration.  The  gentleman  had  spoken 
of  the  vacancies  in  our  di^omatic  corps ;  out  he 
(Mr.  B.)  was  not  aware  of  any  forei^  court  at 
which  tiie  United  States  w^e  not  represented, 
either  by  a  minister  or  a  charge ;  and,  as  tu'Bns- 
sia,  the  gentleman  must  be  aware  that  it  was  bat 
a  very  short  time  since  onr  minister  to  that  court 
had  returned  home.  The  gentleman  asked  why 
we  were  not  represented  at  the  court  of  England? 
Now,  he  believed  that  a  satisfactory  answer  to 
that  question  might  be  found  in  the  oircnm- 
stance  that  the  appointments  of  the  Executive 
to  that  court  had  not  always  met  with  the  ap- 
probation of  the  Senate.  A  few  years  ago, 
the  appointment  at  a  mfauater  to  Una^d  was 
made,  and  with  what  snooea^  the  xostory  of 
that  body  (Qie  Senate)  wonld  show,  A^in : 
the  gentleman  had  refiwred  to  the  tendency  of 
this  Qovernment  to  concentrate  power  in  the 
hands  of  one  man ;  bnt,  if  there  was  such  a 
one,  he  could  only  say  there  was  a  counter  ten- 
dency in  the  people  towards  the  support  of  lib- 
erty. Did  not  the  gentleman  perceive  a  ten- 
dency in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  towards 
an  unauthorized  assumption  of  power  i  "  Look 
on  this  picture,  and  on  that"  We  see  an  insti- 
tution taking  an  attitude  wholly  unparalleled  in 
the  history  of  the  country,  and  yet  we  have 
heard  it  draw  down  from  gentlunen  no  denon- 
oiations.  It  had  been  repeatedly  chai^  that 
the  Freddent  was  disposed  to  arrogate  to  him- 
self monarohioal  power — to  assume  the  imperial 
purple ;  and  yet,  when  we  look  to  the  age  of 
the  man,  to  hia  habita,  and  to  his  character, 
we  may  well  ask  what  object  he  can  have  in 
view  for  abusing  the  high  tmst  reposed  in  him  ? 
On  the  contrary,  he  has  every  inducement  not 
to  tarnish  that  fame  acquired  by  such  distin- 
guished services,  and  by  a  long  life  of  patriotic 
devotion  to  the  institutions  of  the  country. 
Mr,  B.  concluded  by  saying,  he  had  conceived 
it  to  be  his  doty  to  make  these  few  remarka, 
in  reply  to  what  had  fallen  from  the  gentlemen 
from  New  Jersey  and  South  OaroUna. 

The  memorials,  as  moved,  were  then  referred 
to  the  Oommittee  mi  nnano^  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 


Thdkbdat,  March  27. 
Lecntifftm  (Kentucky)  Memorial. 
Mr.  Out  said  he  was  desirous  of  calling  up 
the  resolntions  he  had  submitted  some  days 
ago,  but  as  he  did  not  perceive  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  who  he  was  inclined  to  believe 
wished  to  make  some  dbservatiuns  ou  the  sub- 
ject, to  he  in  his  place,  he  would  waive  the 
motion,  and  take  the  present  opportuiutT  of 
presenting  a  memorial  from  the  dozens  of  Loc- 
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ingUm^  and  d  the  town  and  0011017  of  Fayette, 
Kenijuikjy  on  the  sabjeot  so  interaBting  to  the 
people  of  tiie  Unitea  States.  This  memorial 
was  si^ed  hy  upwards  of  1,200  persons,  em- 
bracing mechanios,   mannfiuiturers,  fiurmera, 
merchants,  and  the  great  body  of  men  of  busi- 
ness of  those  places ;  it  was  signed  by^  numbers 
of  his  Mends  and  neighbors — by  indiTidnals, 
some  of  whom  he  had  known  fbr  for^  years. 
It  was  on  the  common  topic  which  had  so  often 
and  for  so  long  a  time  engaged  the  attention  of 
the  Senate — the  existing  cus&ess  of  the  country. 
It  was  very  true,  that  the  memorialists  did  not 
speak  of  very  great  pressure  in  tfaedr  portion 
of  the  oountiy ;  they  apc^e  d  the  ^jproaoh  of 
neat  distress,  aiod  omreased  their  appnhenaioQM 
that  it  would  eoittinue  to  inoreue.  But  in 
what  oonnlTy,  in  what  climate,  the  most  fa- 
vored by  Heaven,  can  hiqipiness  and  prosperity 
exist  against  bad  goremment,  againrt  misrule, 
and  against  rash  and  ill-advised  experiments  f 
On  the  mountain's  top,  in  the  mountun's  cavern, 
in  the  remotest  borders  of  the  country,  every- 
where, every  interest  has  been  affected  by  the 
mistaken  policy  of  the  Exeoative.  While  he  ad- 
mitted that  the  solicitude  of  his  neighbors  and 
friends  was  ennted  in  some  degree  by  the  emlMV- 
rassmoits  of  (he  country,  yrt  theyfeU  a  deq>er 
solicitude  Ibr  the  restontion  of  the  rightful  au- 
thority of  the  oonstitntioQ  and  the  laws.  It  la  this 
which  excites  thdr  apprehenaiona,  and  creates  all 
tii«ralann.  He  woiud  not,  at  this  time,  enla^ 
further  on  the  subject  of  this  memorial.  He 
would  only  remark,  that  hemp,  the  great  staple 
of  the  part  of  the  country  from  whence  tiie 
memorial  came,  had  &]len  twenty  per  cent, 
since  he  left  home,  and  that  Indian  com, 
another  of  its  greatest  stifles,  the  meet  valu- 
able of  the  fruits  of  the  euth  for  the  use  of 
man,  wliioh  the  farmer  converted  into  most  of 
the  articles  of  his  oonflomption^  furnishing  him 
with  fbod  and  raimoit,  had  fidlen  to  an  eqoal 
extent.  There  were  in  that  county  ^  thousiind 
fht  bollocks  now  remaining  unstddf  when,  long 
before  this  time  last  year,  there  was  scarcely 
one  to  be  purchased.   They  were  not  sold, 
because  the  butchers  could  not  obtun  from  the 
banks  the  usual  fadlities  in  the  way  of  die- 
counts ;  they  oonld  not  obtain  funds  in  antici- 
pation of  their  sale  wherewith  to  purchase  ; 
and  now  $100,000  worth  of  this  species  of 
property  remains  on  hand,  which,  if  sold, 
would  have  been  scattered  through  the  country 
by  the  graziers,  producing  all  the  advantages 
to  be  derived  from  so  large  a  circulation. 
Svery  farmer  was  too  well  aware  of  these  f)u:ts 
one  moment  to  doubt  them,   We  are,  said  3fr. 
0.,  not  a  complaining  people.   We  tiiink  not 
so  much  of  distress.   Give  us  our  laws— guar- 
antee to  us  our  constitution — and  we  wiU  be 
content  with  almost  any  fonn  of  government. 

Hr.  0.  asked  that  the  memorial  be  read, 
printed  with  tiie  ^^latures,  and  referred  to  thd 
Committee  on  ilnanoe;  which  motion  was 
carried. 


Fbidat,  Uarch  28. 
AHanjf  MemoriaL 
Ur.  WxBsnB  presented  a  manorial  signed 
by  about  twenty-^^t  hnndrad  of  the  citizena  of 
Albapy.    On  ^eMnting  thia  menuwial,  Ifr. 
Wbbstkb  said : 

Mr.  President :  I  have  the  honor  to  present 
to  the  Senate,  a  memorial  from  the  oifcy  of 
Albany. 

New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and  Bos- 
ton, have  already  laid  before  Congress,  the  opin- 
ions entertained  in  those  cities  by  men  in  all  dasa- 
esofsociety,andofaUooeqpatioiMandeondMwii 
in  life,  respecting  title  amdaet  of  the  adminirtn- 
tion  in  removing  t^e  puUio  depodts.  To  theae^ 
Albany  now  joins  her  voioe— a  vcnce  not  lea 
(dear,  not  lees  strong,  not  less  nnaoimona,  than 
that  of  her  sister  cities. 

It  is  well  known  to  you,  sir,  and  to  gentiemcn 
on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  that  Albany,  for  its 
size,  is  an  extremely  commercial  city.  Con- 
nected with  the  sea  by  one  of  tiie  noblest 
rivers  on  eartii,  it  is  placed,  also,  at  the  points 
at  or  near  which  many  hundred  miles  of  inlana 
navigation,  from  the  west  and  tixm  the  north, 
aooomnlate  the  products  of  a  vast  and  fertile 
interior,  and  deliver  them,  for  farther  transport, 
into  receptades  mtf^  to  be  borne  on  tide- 
waters, or  to  be  mmdled  by  steam.  In  return 
for  these  riohea  of  uland  industry,  thus  abun- 
dantly poured  forth  to  the  sea,  Albany  reoeivest 
of  course,  large  amounts  of  for^gn  merchandise, 
to  be  forwarded  inward,  and  to  be  distribute 
for  consumption  in  the  western  district  of  the 
State,  along  the  shores  of  the  lakes,  and  evw 
to  the  banks  of  the  lOssistippi  itself.  It  is 
necessarily,  therefore,  a  place  of  vast  exchangee 
of  property;  in  other  words,  a  [dace  of  great  trade. 
Aft  lany,  I  believe,  sir,  has  a  population  of 
twenty-eight  or  thirty  thousand  people.  It 
has  given,  I  learn,  on  interesting  oeoaaiMU^ 
nearly,  but  not  quite,  thirty-eight  hundredTOtoa. 
The  psper,  sir,  whose  toim  I  am  now  nnrolUng, 
and  which  I  have  rism  to  present  to  the 
Chair,  bears  tweofy*ei^t  hundred  names,  all 
believed  to  be  quaOfied  electors.  Great  pains 
have  been  taken  to  be  accurate  in  this  partic- 
ular; and  if  there  be  a  single  name  to  thia 
paper  not  belonging  to  a  qualified  voter,  it  is  not 
only  here  by  mistake,  but  here  after  careful 
scrutiny  has  been  had,  for  the  purpose  of  avoid- 
ing such  mistakes.  Every  man,  ur,  whose  name 
LB  here,  is  believed  to  have  a  right  to  say  "I 
am  an  American  citizen;  I  possess  the  elective 
franchise ;  I  hold  the  rU^t  of  suffrage ;  I  pos- 
sess and  exercise  an  individual  share  m  the  sov- 
ereign power  of  the  State ;  I  am  one  of  tiMoe 
prinoi|Mls,  whose  agent  Oovwnmait  is,  uid  I 
expect  from  Government  a  pn^er  regard  to  mj 
interests." 

It  Kill  thus  be  seen,  ur,  that  thia  paper  ex- 
presses the  sentiments  of  three-fourths  of  as 
many  citizens  of  Albany  as  have  ever  been  col- 
lected, on  any  occasion,  at  the  polls  of  the  taty. 
What  these  sentiments  are,  the  Senate  will  be 
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at  DO  loas  to  KBdentaiulf  whsa  the  bIuU 
berMd. 

ffir,  onr  ooaidltiiHi  fa  peooliar.  One  hardh^ 
knowfl  how  to  deseribe  it  In  the  midBt  of  aU 
the  bounties  of  Providence^  and  hi  a  ISme  <tf 
profoond  peace,  ve  are  poor.  Onr  SeoretaiT 
of  the  Treasury,  ur,  is  not  Midas.  His  toooh 
does  not  tnm  erery  thing  to  gold.  It  seems 
n^er  to  torn  every  thing  into  stone.  It  stops 
the  fanotions  and  the  action  of  organized 
Bodal  li^  and  congeals  the  whole  body  poliUo. 
It  produces  a  kind  of  instantaneona  petri&cUon. 
We  see  sidll  the  form  of  onr  ODoe  active  social 
system,  bnt  it  is  withont  life.  We  can  trace  the 
veins  along  its  cold  snrface,  bat  they  are  blood- 
less; we  see  the  muscles,  bnt  they  are  motionless ; 
-file  external  form  is  yet  fair  and  goodly,  bnt 
there  is  a  cessation  <^  the  principle  of  lifo 
within, 

[Mr.  W.  continued  his  remarks  for  some  time, 
and  then  moved  the  reference  and  prinUng  ni  the 
memmial,  which  was  agreed  to  wltliont  oppodtfon.] 

SmnoMl  (As  JDepedtM.—Mr.  Olajf^t  SewUt- 
tiom:  the  YoU  Takm. 
The  Chaib  called  the  order  of  the  day,  being 
the  resoluticHi  reported  npon  by  the  finance 
Chmunittee,  irith  the  restdnUons  moved  by  Mr. 
Out. 

ISx,  IfooBK  8^  he  did  not  rise  now  with  a 
view  of  entering  ^to  the  disooadon  of  this 
aaestioi,  bnt  for  the  purpose  only  of  prevent- 
ing, dmuig  these  times  of  high  politicu  excite- 
ment, any  misrepresentation  of  the  views  which 
Inflnenced  the  vote  he  was  aboat  to  record. 
The  first  question  presented  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Senate,  was— whetiier  the  reasons 
assigned  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasun*  for 
the  measure  adopted  in  the  removal  of  the 
pubHc  depouts  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  to  the  State  institutions,  in  whose  custody 
Uiey  had  been  placed,  were  satisfactory  !  Hr. 
H.  said  it  was  his  honest  and  clear  conviction 
Vnej  were  not  satisbctory,  hut  insnffldent 
and  untenable ;  and  that,  in  the  act  and  the 
manner  of  effecting  thdr  removal,  was  involved 
an  assumption  of  power,  the  Intimate  exercise 
of  which  properly  belonged  to  the  lenalative 
department  of  the  Government.  But,  admitting 
tide  removal  of  t^e  public  money,  and  the 
manner  of  that  removal,  to  have  been  improp- 
er, and  as  meriting  censure,  yet  their  restora- 
tion to  the  Bank  uf  the  United  States,  under  all 
the  circumstances  that  surround  as,  he  thought 
was  C^ly  qnestionable ;  and  particularly  if  the 
propomtion  of  a  reoharter  of  the  hank,  at  this 
time,  be  viewed  as  settied  in  the  n^pttive.  of 
whioh  he  could  not  entertain  a  doubt,  their 
repossession  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  short  tune  it  bad  to  exist,  could  not  be 
Tcry  important,  either  as  related  to  the  pros- 
perity of  the  institntion  itselt  or  the  interest 
of  .the  communi^;  whilst  their  withdrawal 
Avm  the  banks  m  whose  custody  they  have 
been  placed,  would  greatly  reduce  their  means 
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and  power  to  afford  that  relief  to  the  wanta 
and  ^stresses  of  Uie  people,  called  for  in  every 
Erection.  Bnt  a  more  powerful  ooiuideration 
operating  upon  his  mind,  was  the  eupposed  will 
and  wishes  of  a  majority  of  those  whom  he  had 
the  honor  to  represent ;  for,  although  he  was 
well  aware  that  a  yerj  respectable  minority, 
including  gentlemen  the  first  intelligence 
and  great  moral  worth,  were  deddedly  opposed 
to  this  act  of  the  Executive  in  the  removal,  and 
in  f^vor  of  a  restoration,  yet  he  was  bound  to 
believe,  from  the  indications  of  public  sentiment 
which  he  had  received,  that  a  n^jority  of  the  t 
citazens  of  the  State  entertained  different  views, 
and  he  therefore  gave  his  vote  in  favor  of  a  trib- 
ute due  to  pnhlio  opinion. 

Mr.  MouAN  said  that  he  intended  to  vote 
uninst  both  <A  the  resdluticois  under  con- 
wleration,  fas  several  reasons,  bnt  especially 
because  they  v«:e  ezdnrive^  censorious  in 
their  (^laraoter,  and  were  oaloulated  f^irther  to 
distract  and  excite  the  angry  feelings  which 
already  existed.  If  the  resolutions  pass,  they 
effect  no  remedy  for  the  extreme  distress,  of 
which  we  have  heard  so  much,  nor  do  tbey 
point  to  any  fbtnre  l^islatioa  for  that  purpose. 
His  votes  on  these  resolutions  were  not  to  be 
taken  as  evidence  of  what  his  course  would  be 
when  a  distinct  proposition,  granting  relief  to 
a  suffering  community,  should  be  presented. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  agreeing 
to  the  first  ot  tiie  resolutions,  being  that 
reported  by  the  Oommittee  on  finance,  in  the 
foDowing  words : 

Ratolved,  That  the  reasons  assigned  bj  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  for  the  removal  of  the  money 
of  (he  United  States,  deposited  hi  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  and  Its  branehes,  eommmdcated  to 
Coogreas  <m  the  fourth  day  of  December,  X88S,  are 
miaatiB&ottwy  and  Insaffldent 

And  dedded  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

Teas. — ^Heasn.  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Ewing,  Frellogbaysen,  Hendricks,  Kent, 
King  of  Ga.,  Knight,  Leieh,  Uangam,  Naudun, 
Poiodezter,  Porter,  FreDOsa,  Preston,  Bobbins, 
Slsbee,  Smith,  Southard,  Sprague,  Swift,  TomUuson, 
Tyler,  WagKainan,  Webster— 28. 

[eaars.  Benton,  Brown,  Forsyth,  Grun- 
dy, HilL  Kane,  King  of  Alabama,  Linn,  HcEean, 
Moore,  Morris,  RobinBon,  Sbepley,  Tallmadge,  ^p- 
toD,  White,  Wilkhis,  Wright— 18. 

Mr.  Olat,  at  the  instance  of  some  of  his  friends, 
modified  his  resolution,  so  as  to  read  as  fol- 
lows: 

RtMlvtd,  That  the  Freddent,  in  the  late  exeou* 
tive  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  public  revenue, 
has  asaumed  upon  himsdf  authority  and  power  BOt 
conferred  by  the  constitution  and  laws,  bnt  in  dan^ 
gatton  of  twth. 

And  the  question  being  taken  on  agreeing 
to  this  resolution,  it  was  decided  as  follows : 

TsAS. — Messrs.  Bibb,  ^ck,  Calboun,  Clay, 
Clay  too,  Ewhig,  Frelinf^uysen,  Kent,  Kaighti, 
Mangum,  Naudaio,  Pmndexter,  Porter,  Prentiss, 
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Freston,  RobbiQB,  Slsbee,  Smith,  Soathard,  Spnigne, 
Swift,  TomUnsoD,  T^Ier,  Waggamao,  Wob8tei^26. 

Nats. — Hesars.  Beoton,  BrowD,  FoiiTtb,  Orun- 
djf  Hendrlckfl,  Bill,  Kane,  Eong  of  Aknuna,  Kiog 
of  Georgia,  Lidd,  McEean,  Moore,  Honii^Bobin- 
Bon,  Sheple;,  TaUnwdge,  Tkpttmt  WUtOf  Wilkina, 
Wright— 20. 

So  this  resolatdon  also  was  agreed  to. 


Satubdat  March  29. 
-  Oold  and  SUnar  Omrmuif. 

Ur.  Bestos  sabmitted  the  ibUowing  rescdn- 
tion,  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed: 

Jtaolvedy  That  a  comndttee  be  amx^ntod  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate,  jdntly  with  iuoa  committee  as 
may  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Boiue  of  Rep- 
reBentatires,  to  coneider  and  report  to  the  Senate, 
and  to  the  House,  renpectively,  what  alterations,  if 
any,  are  necessary  to  l>e  made — 

Ist.  In  the  vame  of  the  gold  ccnned  at  the  mint 
of  the  ITnited  Statei)  so  ai  to  cheek  the  exportation 
of  that  e<rfn,  and  to  restore  it  to  dnndadon  In  the 
United  States. 

2d.  In  the  laws  relative  to  foreign  coins,  so  an  to 
restore  the  gold  and  tilver  coin  oi  foreign  nations 
to  their  former  circulation  within  the  United  States. 

8d.  In  the  joint  resolution  of  ISlft,  (for  the  better 
ecAecUon  of  the  revenue,)  so  as  to  exclude  all  bank 
notes  tmder  twenty  dollars,  from  revenne  payments, 
after  a  given  period,  and  ta  make  the  revenue  sys- 
tem of  the  Ui^ted  States  instrumental  in  the  grad- 
ual euppresrioo  of  the  small  note  circnlation,  and 
the  introduction  of  gold  and  diver  for  the  common 
currency  of  the  country. 


Wedhsbdat,  April  S. 
Death  qf  Mr.  Blair,  qf  South  Carolina. 
The  following  message  was  received  ftom 
the  House  of  BqireaentatiTeB,  by  Mr.  B^anklin, 
their  olerk : 

Ih  the  HoUSK  or  REPSKSntTATtVU, 

Wednetdaji,  AprU  2d,  1884. 

Ordered,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate 
to  notify  that  body  of  the  death  of  Jamxs  Buib, 
late  one  of  the  Representatives  from  the  State  of 
South  Carolina,  and  that  bis  funeral  will  take  place 
this  dw,  at  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  from  the 
Hall  of  the  House  of  Bepcesentattves; 

Mr,  Phxbtoh  eaid :  I  am  sore  the  Senate  will 
sympathize  with  me  in  those  emotions  4^  pro- 
found sorrow  with  which  I  rise  to  propose  the 
cnstomory  resolution  upon  such  an  event  The 
sudden  death  of  General  Blaib,  in  the  vigor 
of  life,  and  in  the  midst  of  its  most  strenaous 
parsnits,  cannot  fail  to  impress  all  mind^  with 
the  most  solemn  feelings — which  to  ns  are  en- 
hanced by  bis  association  with  us  in  the  same 
pursnita,  and  by  the  fact  that  this  is  the  second 
instance  this  session  of  snch  an  awful  and  sudden 
dispensation  of  Providence.  We,  his  colldagues 
of  the  South  Carolina  delecation,  lament  his 
loss  not  the  less  that  he  has  differed  with  us  in 
some  points  of  public  policy.  Such  differences 
have  never  extended  to  personal  aepara^on ; 
for  each  has  exoosed  the  xeal  of  the  other,  by 


tAFBo,  18M. 

a  mutoal  and  equal  acknowledgment  of  real,  and 
God  forbid  that  any  such  difference  should 
impede  for  a  moment  the  sad  current  of  feeling 
which  passes  through  my  heart.  To  whatever 
the  deceased  addressed  himself  he  brought  nn- 
oommtm  force  of  charaoteK,  firmness  of  purpose, 
and  \^gor  of  intelleot.  His  country  and  his 
constitneats  have  to  mourn  the  loss  of  these 
<iuaiities  at  this  important  juncture  of  our  affiBirs; 
and  upon  me  devolves  the  melancholy  duly 
of  moving  the  following  resolution : 

Retolvtd,  That  the  Senate  will  attend  tiie  fUneral 
of  the  Hon.  Jaiiks  Blaib,  late  a  meml>er  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  from  the.  State  of  South 
Carolina,  at  the  hour  of  four  o'clock  this  evening; 
and,  as  a  testimony  of  respect  fbr  the  memoiy  fif 
the  deceased,  they  wDl  go  into  mourning  by  wear* 
Ing  crape  round  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

The  resolution  was  then  unanimously  ad(^>t* 
ed ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  FsiBioxr, 
The  Senate  a^oumed. 


Thqbsdat,  April  8. 
Sath  {Me.)  Mmorial. 
Mr.  Sfbaoui  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
citizens  of  Bath,  in  Mune. 

Mr,  S.  sdd  that  this  was  a  memorial  on  the 
all-absorbing  subject  which  had  occupied  the 
Senate  for  so  many  months,  and  to  which  Sena- 
tors now  lent  such  an  nnwuling  ear,  as  led  him 
almost  to  believe  that  their  hearts  had  become 
callous  to  the  sufferings  of  the  community,  aa 
they  increased  in  intensity.  The  memorial  was 
signed  by  upwards  of  800  of  the  citizens  of 
Batli,  State  of  Maine,  who  represent  that  this 
infliction  on  the  oonntrr,  in  its  travels  to  the 
Nortlieast,  had  reached  them,  and  that  they 
were  now  feeling  its  disastroos  effects;  that 
they  were  increasing,  and  that  every  in^cation 
as  to  the  ftiture  gave  them  reason  to  apprehend 
they  wonld  be  still  more  and  more  severe. 
They  had  before  them,  in  proroeet,  as  they  ex- 
press it,  the  utter  prostration  of  bnfflnosl^  bank- 
rnptcy,  aud  ruin. 

The  memorial  was  refbrred,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed,* 


*  All  tha  memorUla  pre«ent«d  were  ordnod  to  be  prlnUd, 
■nd  10  ordered  In  uch  House,  iuun«  and  all— gnatly  snc- 
mentlng  the  expesse  of  tlie  public  prlatlng.  ^kus : 
PrimU»ii<tftluaMaU  and  Sou9*/rom  1817  to  1888. 
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l^, 
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67,776  89 
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1S88, 

14,»7  ST 

At  tlM  ncoMdlns  mstoa  of  USS-W  the  priatlnc  of  the 
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MmettU  ffaU  SuohtUottM. 

Mr.  Behton  Toee  to  present  the  resdntiknu 
adc^ted  hy  the  tHende  of  the  adminiitntitHk, 
and  opptmmtB  of  the  United  States  Bank,  at 
their  great  meeting  in  FanenU  Hsll,  on  the  lith 
of  March  last  ^  said,  that  in  the  great  mul- 
titude of  petitions,  memorials,  and  resolations, 
Thioh  haa  been  presented  to  the  Senate,  few, 
if  any,  ever  came  forward  with  more  imposing 
claims  to  the  respectful  ooa^deration  of  the 
Senate.  .Tbe;^  come  from  a  city,  ^vat  in  itself 
and  greater  sull  in  the  commerce  which  enriches 
it — uie  arts  and  literature  which  adorn  it — and 
the  historic  recollections  which  illostrate  it 
They  come  from  a  large  portion  of  the  popula- 
tion oi  that  eminent  oity---6,000  being  computed 
to  be  within  the  waUi,  and  2,000  withontT- 
making  a  maae  of  7,000  oitizenai  whoafi  voicea 
were  united  and  unbodied  in  these  reaolntiona. 
They  were  adopted  on  a  spot  saored  to  American 
history,  and  memmnble  for  scenes  of  patriotic 
impulsion — ^in  that  Fanenil  Hall,  whose  name 
alone  imparts  an  interest  to  every  thing  which 
onanates  from  it 

These  resolations,  sdd  l£r.  B.,  are  twenty- 
eight  in  number.  They  embrace  all  the  points 
which  have  grown  out  of  the  question  which 
has  occupied  and  engrosBed  the  public  attention 
since  the  meeting  of  Congress ;  and  are  fall  and 
explicit  in  approving  the  oondnct  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  m  con- 
demning tiie  conduct  of  the  United  States  Bank. 
Ooncomn^  as  he  heartily  did,  in  the  sentiments 
expressed  oy  these  reeolntions,  he  Uit  a  nar- 
titndar  gratification  in  being  the  organ  of  their 
communication  to  the  Senate.  They  would  be 
read,  and  would  speak  for  themsdves;  and 
voald  show  that  any  attempt  on  his  part  to 
add  to  their  point  and  power,  would  oe  vain 
and  nugatory.  He  should  not  make  the  at-, 
tempt— he  ^onld  not  pretend  to  go  over  ground 
so  folly  oocnpied  and  so  ably  ex^ored ;  out  he 
would  take  leave  to  make  a  few  remarks  on 
some  points  mentioned  in  the  resolations,  either 
of  a  more  general  application  or  of  a  nature 
not  to  be  saffioiently  illustrated  in  the  limited 
aoQpe  of  a  nsolation. 

Br.  B.  remarked  np«i  t3ie  identity  of  tbe 
scttie  which  was  now  presented  with  the  one 
whkli  was  witnessed  at  the  approaching  termi* 
nation  of  the  first  bank  charter  in  1811,  when 
there  was  no  removal  of  deposits  to  be  charged 
with  the  distresses  of  the  country.  All  the 
maohineiy  of  alum  and  distress  was  in  as  full 
activity  at  that  time  as  at  present,  and  with 
^e  same  identical  effeets.  Town  meetings — 
memorials — resolutions — deputations  to  Oon- 
gress— alarming  speeehes  m  Oongreas.  The 
price  of  all  property  was  shown  to  be  depress- 
ed. Hemp  sunk  in  Philadelphia  from  $860  to 
$360  per  ton ;  floor  sunk  from  $11  a  barrel  to 
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$7  75 ;  all  real  estate  fell  80  per  cent ;  600 
houses  were  suspended  in  their  erection ;  the 
rent  of  money  tobo  to  1^  per  month  on  the 
best  paper.  Confidence  destroyed — manofao* 
torles  stopped — workmen  diamiised — and  the 
ruin  of  the  country  etrnfidentiy  predicted.  This 
wasthe8cenetbeD;andforwbatobjeotf  Purely 
and  simply  to  obtain  a  recharter  of  the  bank— 
purdy  and  amply  to  force  a  recharter  from  the 
alarm  and  Stress  of  the  ceuntry ;  fdr  tiiere 
was  no  removal  of  deposits  then  to  be  com- 
plained of,  and  to  be  made  the  scapegoat  of  a 
studied  and  premeditated  attempt  to  operate 
upon  Congress  through  the  alarms  of  the  people 
and  the  destruction  of  their  property.  There 
was  not  even  a  curtailment  of  discounts  then. 
The  whole  scene  was  fictitious ;  but  it  was  a 
case  in  which  fiction  doea  t^e  miscMef  oC  ixvQu 
A  false  alarm  in  the  money  market  produces  aU 
the  efi'ects  of  real  danger ;  and  thus,  as  much 
distress  was  prodfdmea  in  Congress  in  1811 — 
as  much  distress  was  proved  to  exist,  and  really 
did  exist — then  as  now  ;  without  a  single  cause 
to  be  alleged  then,  which  is  alleged  now.  But 
the  power  and  organization  of  we  bank  made 
the  alarm  then ;  its  power  and  orgaiuzation 
make  it  now ;  and  fictitious  on  both  occa^ons ; 
and  men  were  ruined  then,  as  now,  by  the  pow- 
er of  imaginary  danger,  which  in  the  moneyed 
world,  has  all  tiie  rainous  efi'ects  of  real  danger. 
No  deposits  were  removed  then,  and  the  rea- 
son was,  as  assigned  by  Mr.  Gallatin  to  Con- 
neaa,  that  the  Government  had  borrowed  more 
than  the  amount  of  the  deponts  firom  the  bank ; 
and  tills  loan  would  enaUe  her  to  protect  her 
interest  in  every  contingency.  The  open  otjeot 
of  the  bank  then  was  a  recharter.  The  knights 
entered  the  list  with  their  visors  off — no  war 
in  di^ise  then  for  the  renewal  of  a  ohuter 
under  the  tilting  and  joosting  of  a  maaqnerade 
BCofSe  for  recovery  of  d^Kisits. 

That  the  real  object  of  all  this  alarm  in  the 
country — all  this  pressure  upon  some  parts  of 
the  country — for  the  section  south  of  the  Poto- 
mac had  ei^oyed  a  remarkable  exemption — ^he 
was  permitted  to  believe  was  to  secure  the  re- 
charter of  tiie  bank.  Sneb  must  have  been 
the  derign  of  the  bank ;  and  the  manner  in 
wlddi  the  bill  for  the  recharter  was  brought 
forward,  and  then  laid  over,  certunly  favored 
the  idea.  It  was  brought  forward  under  an 
Bgoniong  cry  of  distress,  and  a  vehement  ap- 
peal for  mimediate  relief  from  actual,  insuffer- 
able distress.  It  was  then  laid  down  that  it 
might  not  interfere  with  another  debate ;  that 
other  debate  came  to  a  close  in  two  days ;  then 
the  bill  which  was  fixed  for  the  let  of  Harch, 
was  taken  up  to  be  fixed  again  for  the  2l8t  of 
April ;  and  before  the  Slst  of  April  comes,  a 
set  of  important  elections  will  take  place  in  the 
two  great  States  of  New  York  and  Virginia. 
Thus  after  working  the  macbiaoir  of  alarm 
finr  three  months,  and  filling  the  Union  with 
cries  for  the  restoration  of  the  deports,  the 
bank  snddenly  presents  a  demand  for  a  re- 
Oharter;  aol  then  adjomnstiiatdenuiad,  urgent 


Digitized  by 


Google 


804 


ABBIBGHBin:  OF  THB 


Dittnitt  PeHtiimt  and  JPMmen   ampaaHom  and  EHmuratiem.  [AroL,  1884. 


Snufnc] 

as  it  might  be,  until  certain  important  electioiu 

were  over  1 

iSr.  B.  remarked  a^on  the  poUtioal  character 
of  tiiia  bank.  He  said  it  was  bom  a  polilioal 
institation,  and  was  the  first  measnre  of  the 
GoTemment  to  develop  the  line  which  so  long 
and  BO  distinctly  marked  the  political  parties  of 
this  conntry.  Hie  oreation  of  this  bank  went 
to  the  ort^  of  party.  It  went  to  the  scarce 
where  parties  shonid  be  formed—to  principles, 
to  gre^  and  fundamental  principles  m  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Government.  It  involved 
the  question  of  constructive,  and  of  granted 
powers ;  and  was  the  entering  wedge  to  all  the 
miplied  powers  afterwards  assumed  by  Con- 
gress.  Prohibitory  toriff^local  internal  im- 

Srovement — and  tiie  whole  American  system, 
[e  said  the  bank  was  the  head  of  the  Amer- 
ican system,  and  if  it  was  reehartered,  it  would 
re-establi^  that  qrstem  in  greater  power  and 
glory  than  it  ever  possessed.  That  it  would  do 
80,  was  proved,  he  said,  by  what  it  was  now 
doing— strn^ling  for  those  deposits  which 
were  the  fruit  of  the  high  tariff  policy — strug- 
gUng  for  money  which  many  gentlemen  hud 
to  have  been  uncoostitutlonally  levied,  and 
therefore,  not  levied  at  all,  but  taken  tortuondy. 
He  warned  gentlemen  who  were  opposed  to  the 
American  system,  not  now  to  re-establish  this 
eldest  and  strongest  member  of  that  system ; 
and  wUch,  if  re-eietablished,  would  certainly  set 
up  the  whole  family  again ;  espedally  that  high 
tariff  whioh  ftimisnea  her  witn  those  snrploses 
of  revenue,  for  the  keeping  of  whieh  she  now 
ahows  snch  an  invincible  inclinadon. 

Hr.  B.  remarked  upon  the  resolntion  which 
spoke  of  the  exclasion  of  the  Government  direc- 
tors from  a  Itnowledge  and  partidpation  in  the  af- 
fairs of  the  bank,  for  the  purpose  of  reminding  the 
American  people  that  there  were  no  Govern- 
ment directors  at  this  time  in  the  bank.  The 
institation,  in  its  management,  was  now  a  mere 
private  afffur,  governed  by  the  directors  of  the 
mdividual  stockholders;  wielding  and  using 
tiie  money,  the  name,  the  character,  and  the 
influence  of  the  TTnitea  States,  predaelyasthey 
pleased.  The  immense  power  whioh  the  Gov- 
ernment had  put  into  the  hands  of  the  bank, 
was  now  nsea  independraitly  of  the  Govem- 
neat ;  and  in  the  absence  of  directors,  it  be- 
come a  matter  of  the  highest  moment  to  the 
people  to  have  athorough  investigation  into  the 
affius  of  the  bank,  to  see  how  far  its  tremen- 
dous powers  hod  been  used  for  good,  or  for 
evil ;  for  favor,  or  affection ;  for  the  raliefi  or 
oppression  of  the  American  people.  Until  that 
examination  was  made,  and  especially  in  the 
absence  and  ezclusdon  of  the  Government  di- 
rectors, it  was  certdnly  an  extraordinary  caae 
of  presumption  for  the  hank  to  come  fbrward  and 
demand  a  recbarter. 

The  equality  of  the  State  banks  with  the 
branches  of  t^e  Federal  bank,  as  places  of 
doporit  for  t^e  pnUio  moneys,  as  mentioned  in 
Due  0[  the  resolutions,  was  next  adverted  to  by 
Mr.B.  He  did  It  for  the  porposettf  remarking 


that  the  strong  and  conclurive  argament  against 
the  assumption,  that  the  Federal  bank  was  the 
Federal  Treasury,  growing  out  of  the  14th  fun- 
damental article  of  the  constitution  of  the 
bank,  coidd  no  Icaiger  escape  pubUo  attmtion. 
"Sia  notice  which  was  taken  of  it  in  socb  a 
meetaiw,  uid  snch  a  place,  would  ensure  it  a 
generafand  o(UUi^ououb  r^rd  in  time  to  omne. 


Fbidxt,  April  11. 

J)ittrm  AHU&iu  and  PetUtontn—ChmpUo' 
Uon  aad£!nuauriitio»~~]S'vmien  and  Qwti^ 

Hr.  Out  rose  to  present  a  motion  or  order, 
to  which  he  invited  the  attrition  of  the  Senate. 
We  have  had,  said  he,  a  great  variety  of  memo- 
rials and  petitums  presented  In  the  progress  of 
this  sesdoD,  oo  the  state  of  the  oonntty^ita^ 
tresses,  and  the  relief  which  the  petitioners 
think  oi^t  to  be  extended  to  the  oonntrj.  It 
appeareoto  him  that  the  oominlation  of  these 
papers  would  form  a  document  one  would  like 
to  possess,  to  see  tha  aggregate  nnmber  of  peti- 
tioners, pro  and  eon.,  on  a  most  interesting 
subject,  and  to  have  a  collected  view  of  the 
sentiments  of  their  feUow-dtizens  who  had 
come  before  tiie  Senate.  With  a  view  of  ascer- 
taining these  particolars,  he  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing order,  which,  as  he  supposed,  did  not 
require  a  dday  on  the  table  of  one  day,  he 
hoped  the  Senate  would  consider  at  once : 

Ordtt-ed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be  di- 
rected to  cause  to  be  ascertdned  and  reported  to 
the  Senate,  the  aggregate  namben  of  aU  who  bare, 
or  Bhall  have,  on  the  day  of  hia. report,  presented 
peUtious,  memorials,  or  otiier  proceedings  to  the 
Senate,  for  or  against  the  Executive  measure  of  the 
remoTal  of  the  public  depodts,  disHngnlshing  the 
number  appertaining  to  each. 

Mr.  Wbioht  rose  to  inquire  whether  the  rule 
did  not  require  the  order  to  lie  on  the  table 
one  day. 

The  Ohjlib  having  replied  in  the  negative^ 
Hr.  Wmanr  tiion^t  thve  were  many  rea- 
sons which  would  render  the  execution  such 
an  order  a  matter  not  only  of  difBculty,  bat 
of  delicacy  to  the  Secretary.  He  would  men- 
tion one  nngle  difficulty  that  had  come  under 
his  own  observation.  Burins  the  last  week, 
there  had  been  received  from  uie  public  printer 
two  memorials  from  Albany,  New  York,  print- 
ed with  the  names.  The  names  had  been 
printed  on  his  motion.  No.w,  when  one  of 
these  memorials  was  presented,  it  was  said  to 
oonttdn  2,812  names ;  but,  on  ooonting  them, 
he  found  bnt  1,818.  The  number  of  namea  in 
the  otiier  memorial  also  dUltered  in  tlw  printed 
copy  firom  that  the  orif^aal  was  aaid  to  ocmtaln. 
He  made  these  ranarks  with  no  invidious  fod- 
ings.  He  did  not  attribute  the  mistake  to  the 
pnnter,  or  to  any  one  else,  but  to  show,  if  the 
order  was  passed  by  the  Senate,  that  it  would 
be  very  dimoolt  to  execute  iL  Pot  these  roft- 
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Bons,  he  would  prefer  laying  the  order  on  the 
table. 

Hr.  Cut  was  aware  Qiat  absolute  and  entire 
|ireoision  was  not  to  be  obtained;  bnthethcmght 
an  approximation  was  safficient.  Where  there 
were  100,000  signatoresj  it  was  not  to  be  ex- 
pected bat  that  there  might  be  some  fictitions 
ones  among  them,  and  the  namber  of  names 
stated  to  be  affixed  to  memorials  might  also  be, 
misstated,  being  a  few  more  or  less ;  but  this 
would  be  of  little  conse^oenoe.  It  woold,  how- 
ever, be  as  welL  if  practicable,  to  put  the  Senate 
in  possession  or  snoh  information  as  woold  ena- 
ble it  to  discriminate  between  those  individaals 
in  possesfflOD  of  the  elective  franchise,  and  those 
who  had  it  not — between  the  fictitious  and  the 
real  names.  T&e  name  of  the  Prendinp;  Officer 
<tf  the  Senate  had  beoi  foond  affixed  to  the 
Baltimore  memorial,  and  he  QSr,  0.)  knew  not 
how  many  John  Does  and  Biohard  Boes ;  bnt 
notwi&atandiog  aU  thia,  he  was  willing  to 
take  ibem  altogether,  for  he  wanted  to  see  the 
real  amoont  of  the  rignatnres — to  get  some  near 
^proximation ;  it  was  ail  that  was  reqnirate  in 
a  case  like  this. 

With  respect  to  what  had  been  said  by  the 
honorable  Senator  from  New  York,  in  r^^d 
to  the  Albany  memorial,  he  felt  persnaded 
there  was  some  mistake.  If  he  nuderstood 
the  honorable  Senator  correctly,  his  lut  was 
greattf  than  that  of  his  opponents,  and  perhaps 
that  had  been  done,  thoi^  not  by  the  honor- 
aUe  gentleman  himaelf,  but  by  some  one  else, 
who  might  have  contrived  to  oat  off  the  tail 
of  onr  petition,  in  order  to  annex  it  to  his.  He 
(Mr.  O.)  woold  not  say  it  had  happened ;  bnt 
he  had  tmderstood  that  a  lai^  namber  of  the 
names  that  were  attached  to  a  petition  which 
had  been  gotten  op  in  Philadelphia  by  the  glass 
manofactorers,  for  a  pm^se  nnconnected  witii 
this  sobject,  had  been  cot  off  and  affixed  to  a 
memorial  addressed  to  the  other  Hoose  on  the 
snbject  of  the  removal  of  the  deports. 

As  regarded  the  Albany  memorial,  it  would 
Wome  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  tiie  Senate 
and  he  (Ur.  C.)  had  sndi  coi^enee  in  him 
that  he  was  sure  that  officer  would  examine 
how  the  matter  stood.  With  respect  to  the 
geatiemen  who  had  brooght  the  memorial  from 
^l)any,  he  believed  that  what  they  had  stated 
th^  thouf^t  to  be  perfectly  true,  that  there 
were  2,800  and  odd  signatures.  He  had  not 
seen  the  printed  document  to  which  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  had  referred,  hot  he  (Mr.  0.) 
would  venture  to  say,  if  there  was  not  the 
number  of  names  which  had  been  stated,  there 
had  occmred  some  accident  or  mistake.  He 
thntfdit  the  document — tliongh,  he  rqieated, 
he  might  not  get  at  tiie  absunte  fiwt — would 
be  a  Tfduable  on^  as  furnishing  8<Hnething  like 
the  aggregate  munbers,  and  would  straw  the 
real  state  of  the  matter,  pro  and  can.  He  had 
taken  the  opportonity  of  mqoiring  of  one  of  the 
derks  in  the  office  es  to  the  practicability  of 
obliging  this  document,  and  he  had  assored 
him  (Mr.  0.)  that  it  oonld  be  |wepared  in  two 
You 


or  three  days.  It  was  a  duty  which  oonld  Iw 
aocom^lshed  without  difficulty. 

Mr.  wsienr  believed  the  Secretary  would  do 
him  liie  justice  to  say  that  he  had  not  seoi  tiie 
Albany  memorial. 

Mr.  Cut  hoped  the  gentleman  did  not  lax- 
derstand  him  as  intendmg  to  make  any  such 
charge. 

The  order  was  adopted. 

Frintinff  Old  Joumalt — AlruM  of  Printing. 

Mr.  PonrDKXTffis  moved  to  take  op  for  con- 
^deration  the  resolution  offered  by  him  a  few 
days  since,  relative  to  the  printing  of  tlie  61d 
Jounuds  of  Congress. 

Mr.  KiHO  said  that  when  he  considered  the 
heavy  draws  made  upon  the  contingent  fand  of 
the  Senate  dming  the  presmt  session,  he  was 
sorry  to  see  another  resolotion  ttf  this  (uiaracter 
pressed  upon  the  consideration  of  the  Soi^e. 
He  said  that  probably  the  honorable  Seni^ 
from  Mississippi  had  not  considered  the  expense 
of  carrying  the  resolution  into  effect.  It  would, 
if  he  mistook  not,  cost  from  $80,000  to  |40,000. 
But,  he  said,  it  was  not  alone  this  resolution 
at  this  particolar  time  that  he  objected  to,  hut  to 
the  whole  system  of  printing  and  binding  books 
for  the  individoal  use  of  the  members. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  K.,  the  abuses  of  the  privilege 
of  extra  printing,  &a  it  is  called,  for  the  use  of 
the  members  of  the  two  Houses  of  G(»igres& 
which  practically  results  in  the  purchase  of 
libraries  for  the  members,  to  be  kept  or  men 
sold,  as  their  private  property,  ia  very  Justly 
considered  as  one  of  the  grievances  of  the  nation, 
and  a  practice,  he  said,  which  the  people  would 
not  mnoh  longer  quietly  submit  to. 

Why,  said  Mr.  K.,  as  a  part  of  the  history 
of  this  abuse,  aUow  me  to  refer  to  a  vote  of  the 
other  House  a  few  days  since,  by  which  they 
passed  a  resolution  that,  according  to  the  state- 
ment of  one  member,  it  would  cost  the  Govern- 
ment some  $80,000 ;  and  this  the  House  passed 
too^  said  he,  with  as  littie  ceremony  as  they 
wonld  vote  the  printing  of  a  rillage  memo- 
rial. 

The  House,  he  said,  had  been  almost  spas- 
modically contracted  with  economy  at  the 
be^nniag  of  the  session,  and  refused  at  first  to 
pass  the  appropriation  hill,  with  a  clause  that 
allowed  this  privilege  of  printing  books.  But 
now  they  justified  the  practice  In  the  House  by 
the  bad  precedents  of  the  Senate,  and  seemed 
determined  to  run  with  it  a  race  of  prodigality. 
The  Senate,  he  said,  hod  already  passed  one 
resolution  during  the  session,  tiiat  was  said 
would  cost  $46,000 1  some  other  purchases  had 
been  also  made,  besides  an  unusual  quantity  of 
extrapr^ting;  and  if  this  restdution  passed,  we 
shoold  see  at  the  next  sesmon  the  staruing 
item  of  $160,000  for  the  contingent  expenses 
of  the  Sraate. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  K,  it  is  not  only  an  abuse,  but 
an  excess  of  power.  The  constitution  provides 
that  no  money  shall  1>e  drawn  from  the  Treas- 
niy  bat  1^  an  appropriati(Hi  made  1^  law.  If 
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it  should  be  said  that  the  cost  of  books  mif^ht 
be*  and  osaalljr  was,  smothered  vp  in  the  ap- 
propriation biU  for  contingent  expenses  of  the 
Senate,  he  could  only  sa;  in  answer,  that  this 
would  he  a  fraudulent  concealment  of  the  object, 
which  object  was  itself  nnconel^tntioaal. 

The  pa;  of  members,  he  stud,  bj  one  clause 
of  the  coDstitation,  was  to  be  fixed  hy  law.  It 
was  fixed  hy  law  at  eight  dollars  per  day ;  but 
by  this  practice,  by  the  receipt  of  their  money, 
and  the  sale  of  their  books,  th^  were  likely  to 
double  it,  as  in  pmnt  of  f^t  the  members  fre- 
qently  never  received  into  their  posses^tm  a 
volume  of  the  works  given  them  by  Congress 
to  quslify  them  for  me  performance  of  their 
daues ;  but  sold  them  to  booksellera,  and  gave 
ordora  for  them  on  the  officers  of  tne  House. 
Not  expecting  the  Gfovemment  to  give  him  a 
library,  he  said,  and  being  determined  that  it 
should  not,  if  be  could  help  it,  he  had  negotiated 
for  the  purchase  of  a  work  which  Confess  had 
voted  to  the  members  at  the  last  session,  at  a 
oost  of  $6S,000.  The  bookseller,  be  said, 
offered  him  an  order  on  the  clerk  for  a  copy, 
whioh  he  bad  purchased  from  a  member. 
[Here  Ur.  Glat  asked  for  the  name  of  ^e  mem- 
ber who  sold  it.]  Mr.  K.  answered,  tliat  if  he 
was  rightly  informed,  the  practice  was  oommon, 
and  too  general  to  jnstiify  any  partioolar  expo- 
Bure.  He  said,  however,  if  ne  tboogbt  it  of 
my  consequence  to  the  argument,  he  would 
make  the  disclosure,  but  it  was  of  no  conse- 
quence whether  they  kept  the  books  as  a  valua- 
ble property  of  their  own,  or  sold  them  and  re- 
ceived their  value  in  money.  In  fact,  he  said, 
if  Congress  gave  members  the  booka  with  the 
"  jtu  di^xmendumj"  he  did  not  see  that  we<had 
any  further  concern  with  them ;  and  they 
might  make,  without  any  impropriety,  the  same 
dii^odtion  of  them  that  they  made  of  their 
other  property,  espedaUy  after  their  term  of 
Rorioe  eniirea.  Where  is  the  difference,  said 
Mr.  K.,  whether  ihej  sold  them  or  kept  them 
as  their  own  t  Goostitntions,  he  said,  were  not 
made  to  guard  against  what  men  probably  will 
do,  bnt  what  they  may  do.  But  if  gentlemen 
tliOQ^t  it  important  to  know  that  s^es  had 
actually  been  made,  he  could  refer  them  to  a 
notorious  instance  of  a  former  member  of  this 
body,  (about  which  there  was  no  concealment,) 
having  sold  the  books  given  to  him  during  a 
single  term  of  service  to  a  foreign  minister  for 
$9001 

The  only  power,  he  said,  which  Congress 
had  on  the  smtJect,  was  to  print  for  the  use  of 
1^  members  as  an  offlcdal  body,  and  then  only 
to  print  and  furnish  offiraal  fbots,  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  members  whtl^  in  the  per- 
formance of  their  dnties.  But  he  denied  the 
power  to  reprint  and  bind  books  of  authority 
and  history,  either  to  enrich  the  libraries  of 
the  members  or  to  enlighten  tbe  country. 
Where  is  the  practice  to  stop  ?  said  Ur.  K.  If 
we  can  print  and  furnish  one  book  because  it 
is  nsefol  to  the  politicisji,  why  not  reprint  any 
other  t  Why  not  r^riat  Bome  of  we  books 


[Apbo,  1884. 

of  Livy,  Gibbon^s  Decline  and  Fall,  aod  all  Uie 
useful  books  on  history,  politics,  and  political 
economy  ?  For  those  Iraoks,  he  said,  were 
all  need  by  politicians,  especially  at  home,  much 
more  than  the  books  whioh  it  was  now  proposed 
to  furnish,  and  much  more  than  the  books 
generally  reprinted  by  Congress,  and  distributed 
among  tiie  members.  The  work,  he  said,  which 
it  is  now  proposed  to  print,  at  such  an  enor- 
mous expense,  had  been  once  reprinted  by 
Congress  already,  and  was  a  work  on  which 
no  member  who  had  it,  he  believed,  placed 
much  value  as  a  Ubraiy  book.  He  had  known 
one  copy  nven  away  by  a  member  as  an  incum- 
brance to  his  shelves.  And  no  work  could  be 
more  worthless,  except  to  members  whilst  here, 
and  they  can  refer  to  the  eight  or  ten  copies 
which  are  now  in  the  libnuy,  and  soarcelj 
once  touched,  he  wtrald  venture  to  bi^,  daring 
a  whole  session. 

Look  farther,  said  Mr.  K.,  at  the  practice 
inequality  of  the  system.  It  depends  on  mem- 
bers themselves  how  much  they  will  waste  of 
the  treasury  of  the  nation  in  this  way.  The 
Honse  and  the  Senate  seem  now  trying  who 
shall  get  the  most  books.  Look  again  how 
the  system  faUs  in  iti  ol^eot|  oven  where  die 
members  keep  their  books.  His  honorable 
predecessor,  he  ssdd,  ^o  doubt  against  his 
-wisli,)  had  voted  to  Imn  last  session,  booka  that 
cost  the  Government  some  hundreds  of  dol- 
lars, just.  ODO  volume  of  wliich  he  received 
whilst  he  was  a  member,  but  which  are  to  be 
sent  hence  to  him  by  the  Secretary  to  qualify 
him  for  the  duties  of  a  seat  he  has  long  since 
resigned ;  and  I,  sud  Hr.  K.,  who  till  the  seat, 
am  without  the  books,  and  intend  to  reniiun 
so,  unless  I  choose  to  purchase  them  with  my 
own  funds.  Books,  he  said,  whioh  were  sent 
home  to  members  who  had  resigned,  or  whose 
time  expired  before  the  books  were  completed, 
and  also  such  as  were  sold  to  booksellers,  or 
carried  by  the  pnrcSiaaers  to  Europe,  were,  he 
supposed,  "enlighteninK  Ihe  members  for  the 
performanoe  of  their  dnues  and  spreacUog  useful 
information  among  the  people."  But,  sir,  said 
Kr.  it  is  of  no  conseqoenoe  what  they  do  with 
them,  if  they  are  allowed  to  carry  them  off  as 
their  own ;  the  reasons  given  for  the  practice 
are  mere  evasions.  Congress  has  no  power  to 
enlighten  the  people,  or  school  their  members 
in  this  way.  Let  us,  he  stud,  when  necessary, 
print  useful  official  documents  for  the  use  of 
the  office,  and  not  buy  or  make  books  for  the 
officer.  If  the  rule  were  adopted,  he  said  that 
works  printed  by  Congress  were  to  be  left  in 
the  C^tol,  under  control  of  the  public  officers^ 
for  the  use  of  members  for  the  time  beings 
we  should  at  least  get  rid  of  pnrchanng  iba 
same  booka  from  year  to  year,  at  a  progres- 
sively increasing  expense  "  to  put  new  mem- 
bers on  a  foot^ig  with  the  old" — the  plan 
lately  adopted  by  the  House.  In  fact,  he  said, 
with  this  rule  we  should  soon  get  rid  of  the 
abuse  altogether,  as  tiie  argnment  of  "  spread- 
ing nsefnl  information,"  &0.,  he  apprehended. 
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would  be  mnch  weakened  with  many  gentle- 
men, when  they  knew  they  were  only  to  nse  the 
books  whilst  in  the  service  of  the  conntry.  In 
fine,  he  said,  this  praottce  was  one  ofUie  gromett 
abuses,  as  well  as  one  of  the  most  mlpable 
Dsorpatioiu  that  ever  had  crept  into  the  le^ 
lative  branch  d  the  GorerameDt,  and  he 
thought  it  due  to  the  diaracter  <Mr  ibe  two 
Honses,  that  whilst  they  were  daily  barging 
nsnrpation  and  abnae  npon  one  department  ^ 
the  Government,  that  they  shooia  oast  an  eye 
to  their  own  department.  They  sh(»ild  first 
sweep  ont  thdr  own  chambers  before  they 
complied  too  harshly -of  tiie  disorders  dse- 
where.  He  concluded  by  moving  tiiat  the 
resolution  lie  on  the  table  for  the  bdanoe  of 
the  session. 

Mr.  Pbbston  having  asked  whether  the  reso- 
Intion  was  so  worded  as  to  give  the  books  to 
the  members — 

Mr.  Snrs  said  the  resobition  was  ia  llie  usoal 
fbrm,  he  believed— that  was  to  place  the  books 
^  tM  cUspoeal  of  the  Senate ;  and  the  con- 
stant practice  was,  to  first  snpply  the  meml>ers ; 
bnt  he  did  not  know,  nor  coold  he  imagine, 
what  was  to  be  done  with  the  balance  of  the 
one  thousand  copies. 

Mr.  EwiNo  having  snpported  the  principle 
of  printing  and  baying  oooks  tor  Uie  nse  of 
members,  Ac,  and  contending  that  Congress 
had  the  implied  power  on  the  same  principle 
that  they  had  power  to  bnild  the  Capitol,  ; 

Mr.  Ktsa  did  not  deny  the  power  to  print 
for  the  nse  of  memlKrs  in  their  official  character, 
as  he  had  already  expluned ;  and  he  thon^t 
the  eonrse  a  hopeless  one,  that  invoked  the  aid 
of  an  anal(^  so  nnfortonate.  Kr,  said  Hr. 
K.,  I  nnderstaod  that  this  Capitol,  being  bnilt 
at  the  pnbUo  catenae,  is  for  the  nse  of  tihe 
monhers  of  Congress  and  other  dfiGcers,  for  the 
time  being ;  and  when  the  honorable  Senator 
shonld  be  able  to  prove  that  the  memtters  had 
the  power  to  vote  the  Capital  to  be  their  own 
property,  and  sell  it  if  ihcj  choose,  and  put  the 
proceeds  in  their  own  pockets,  the  anal(^ 
would  l>ear  him  oat,  and  not  before.  Mr.  K. 
went  on  to  answer  more  fblly  the  argmnente 
of  Mr.  E.  and  to  enforce  his  views,  and  oon- 
dnded  by  renewing  his  motion. 

Mr.  PoiHDKXTBB  had  never  before  heard  the 
statement  made  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 
GeoKia,  of  members  of  the  other  House  having 
sddtQeir  books.  Such  an  abuse  of  the  priTile^ 
given  to  members  was  certainly  reprehensibk, 
and  he  did  not  know  the  name  of  any  one 
who  had  been  guilty  of  such  a  practice.  The 
power  seemed  to  him  to  rest  in  uie  general  dis- 
cretion of  Congress. 

Mr.  PoBTBB  asked  if  tiie  books  were  to  be 
given  to  members  ? 

Mr.  Eiiia  said  the  proportion  was  in  the 
usual  form ;  he  supposed  a  nnmt>er  of  copies 
would  be  distribute  here,  and  the  rest  tiirougfa- 
ODt  the  country, 

Mr.  PoBTKB  wproved  of  the  course  recom- 
mended 1^  the  Soutor  ftpm  Hew  Jersey,  (Mr. 


SoDTBAKD.)  and  thought  the  sul^ject  ought  to 
be  referred  to  a  otxnmittee.  He,  Mr.  P.,  wished 
to  know  more  about  it ;  at  present  he  could 
not  say  whetho:  he  should  voto  for  the  printing 
or  not 

Mr.  FonraxxnB  did  not  think  the  sabjeot 
oould  be  referred.  The  mesmt  was  a  propor- 
tion for  the  action  of  theSenate  alone.  Hehad 
DO  ot(}eetion,  however,  to  tiie  referenoe,  if  it 
could  be  made. 

Mr.  Eanz  disapproved  of  the  whole  practice^ 
and  moved  th  at  the  resolutim  be  laid  inaafiniteljr 
on  the  table. 


MoiTOAT,  April  14. 
Nim  York  Memorial*. 

Mr.  Out  presented  two  manorial^  numer- 
ously rigned ;  (me  from  the  citr  of  Troj,  the 
other  bam  the  olty  ot  SchoKotady,  New  York. 

On  preaeuthig  the  above  iat)oe^ng»— 

Mr.  C.  sakt  he  was  oha^^  with  the  plearing 
duty  of  presenting  to  the  Senate  the  proceed 
ings  of  a  public  meeting  of  the  people,  and  two 
memorials,  subscribed  by  large  nmnbers  of  hii 
fellow-citizens,  in  respect  to  the  ^'^tiApg  state 
of  pnblic  affairs. 

The  first  he  would  offer  were  the  resolutions 
of  the  young  men  of  Troy,  assembled  upon  a 
call  of  upwards  of  sev^  hnndred  of  their  num- 
ber. He  had  reoentiy  vi^ted  tliat  interesting 
(uty.  It  is,  said  he,  one  of  the  most  1>eautifaT 
of  a  SBOceseion  <tf  fine  dties  and  villages  that 
decorate  the  borders  of  one  of  the  noblest  rivers 

our  eountry.  In  ^teof  theshade  oast  upon 
it  by  its  ancient  and  venerable  rister  and  neigh- 
bor. It  has  sprung  up  with  astonishing  rspidity, 
When  he  saw  it  last  fall,  he  never  b^eld  a 
more  respectable,  active,  enterprising,  and  in- 
teUigent  business  community.  Every  branch 
of  em|>loyment  was  flourishing.  Every  heart 
beat  high  in  satisfaction  with  present  enjoy- 
ment, and  in  hope  from  the  prospect  of  future 
success.  How  sadly  had  the  scene  chau^dt 
How  terribly  have  all  their  anticipations  of  con- 
tinued and  increasing  prosperity  been  da^ed 
and  disundnted  by  tiie  timj  and  wickedness 
of  misgiuded  rulers  I 

The  next  document  which  he  had  to  oSta 
was  a  memorial,  signed  by  near  nine  hnndred 
meohanioa  of  the  of  Tnj.  Several  of  itum 
were  personally  known  to  him.  And  jndring 
from  what  he  knew,  saw,  and  heard,  he  beuev- 
ed  there  was  not  anywhere  a  more  sUlful,  ia- 
dostriouB,  and  respectable  body  of  mechanics 
ttian  in  Iroy.  They  bear  testimony  to  the  prev- 
alence of  distress,  trace  it  to  the  illegal  acts 
of  the  Executive  branch  of  the  Govmmient  in 
the  removal  of  the  public  deposits ;  ask  their 
restoration,  aod  tiie  recharter  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  And  the  committee,  in  thdr 
letter  addressed  to  him,  say :  "  We  are,  what 
we  profess  to  be,  workiiwmet).  dependoitnpon 
onr  hd)or  lor  our  daily  brea^  ooi^ne  our  al^ 
tentioo  to  oar  several  Tooatiinu^  and  trust 
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God  snd  the  contineatal  OongreBS  for  aach  pro- 
tection u  will  enable  m  to  operate  soooesft- 
folly." 

The  last  memorial  he  woold  {nwent,  had  been 
tranimftted  to  hhn  by  the  Be<n«tariea  of  a  meet^ 
ing  stated  to  be  the  largest  ever  hAA  in  the 
oonntr  of  Schenectady,  in  New  York.  It  is 
■ignea  by  about  eight  nnndred  peraoos.  In  a 
few  instances,  owing  to  the  snbwriptions  hav* 
ing  been  obtidned  by  different  indlvidnals,  the 
same  name  occurs  twice.  The  memorialiiits 
bring  their  testimony  to  the  ezistenoe  of  dis- 
tress, and  the  disorders  of  the  carrency,  and 
Invoke  the  applicatioQ  of  the  only  known,  tried, 
and  certain  remedy,  the  establishment  of  a  na- 
tional bank, 

ICr.  BsNTOir,  advnting  to  the  dinmol  presen- 
tation of  distress  memorials,  and  distress  ora- 
tions in  ni^MHt  <tf  them,  said  they  had  become 
a  r^nlar  morning  aervioe,  in  which  each  opposi- 
tioQ  Senator  took  his  tnm,  and  performed  his 
office  with  eqoal  gravity,  bat  it  would  seem 
with  not  mneh  more  of  inventifm  in  the  orators 
than  in  the  petitioners  •  for  all  were  composed 
of  the  same  staple,  both  woof  ond  warp.  The 
petitions  presented  rain  and  desolation  Drought 
npon  a  happy,  prosperous,  and  nnoffending  peo- 
ple, by  the  rattuess  act  of  one  man ;  the  orators 
eal(^[ized  the  petitioners,  gave  intereeting  sta- 
tistios  of  their  town  and  connty,  agreed  in  all 
they  said,  and  conoorred  in  the  remedy,  which 
was  perfeotiy  It^^ioal,  with  the  exowtiw  of  be- 
ing drawn  mm  all  premises.  The  premises 
were,  that  tiie  remonl  oi  the  deponts  made 
the  distress ;  the  oonolasion  was,  that  the  resto- 
ration of  the  d^orito  would  oqre  the  distress ; 
veiy  logical,  but  very  folse.  The  removal  of 
the  deposits  did  not  make  the  ^stress,  (so  far 
as  there  was  any,)  and  their  restoration  would 
not  cure  what  their  removal  did  not  create. 

Mr.  B.  said  public  bodies  had  sometimes  got 
names  from  oircnmataaces  which  characterized 
them.  Thus,  several  English  parliaments  had 
got  names  which  history  embauns,  as  the  Blei$- 
td  Parliament^  because  all  its  acts  were  for  the 
good  of  the  people ;  the  Parliament'um  indoe- 
turn,  because  it  was  a  parliament  in  which  few 
oonld  read ;  the  Long  Parliamm^  because  it  sat 
M>  many  years ;  the  Sump  Parliammt,  becaase 
redncea  to  a  few  fag-end  members.  In  like 
manner  this  Congress  may  have  earned  a  name, 
growing  out  of  its  characteriatio  features — dis- 
tress and  terror.  The  lamentations  which  have 
filled  its  halls  mi^t  suggest  the  name  of  the 
most  sorrowful  patriarch,  and  Jeremiah  C<m~ 
ffreu  become  its  niatorical  appellation.  Bat  a 
name  from  the  heathen  mythology  would  suit 
it  better,  and  one  woold  readily  be  found  in  the 
oognomeQ  of  that  ftightfnl  god — half  man,  and 
half  beast — whose  dreadful  appearance  conld 
scare  on  army  out  of  its  senses.  Pan,  his  name, 
and  Panic  the  name  of  this  Oongress  1 

The  platers  were  then  read,  j^ted,  and  re- 
finred. 


TunnAT,  April  15. 
Death  of  Mr.  Damia. 
A  message  was  received  trom  the  House  ftf 
Represenauves,  by  Walter  B,  Ftatjclin,  £w]_ 
their  Clerk,  notifying  tiie  Senate  of  the  deara 
of  the  honorable  LrtTLrroif  Puhkell  Durma, 
late  a  member  of  that  House,  from  the  State  of 
Maryland,  and  that  his  fhneral  would  take 
place  from  the  Hall  of  the  Honse  of  Bepreaent- 
atives,  to-morrow  at  12  o'dock. 

Hr,  KiNT  rose  and  sud :  Mr.  Prendent :  The 
message  which  has  Just  been  read,  announces 
to  you,  and  to  the  Senate,  the  death  of  the  late 
Mr.  Dsmna,  one  of  the  Representatives  from 
the  State  of  Maryland,  in  the  other  branch  of 
Oongress.  Already.  Mr.  Pre«d«it,  our  feelings 
haTe  been  repeatedly  agonized  by  the  sodden 
death  cff  several  of  oor  associates^  in  the  le^d»- 
Uve  labors  ol  the  sesnon,  and  the  <hw  tiiot  baa 
jast  been  made  known  to  nsis  littia  less  sodden 
than  those  that  have  preceded  it 

But  a  few  days  since,  and  the  deceased  was 
bosily  engaged  m  the  attentive  discharge  of  the 
dnties  of  his  station,  and  he  is  now  nnmbered 
with  the  dead.  He  is  gone  to  "that  bonme 
from  whence  no  traveller  returns."  Tmly  haa 
it  been  s^d,  *'  in  the  midst  of  life  we  are  in 
death."  The  deceased  was  a  native  oS  Somer- 
set county,  in  Maryland,  a  prominent  member 
of  a  highly  respectable  family,  in  the  GOth  year 
of  his  age,  and  although  of  a  delicate  constitu- 
tion, was  justifiable  in  looking  forward  yet  to 
many  years  ct  nsefidness  and  httpirinCM.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  bar,  JuaUy  eeteoned  inhu 
profestton,  and  always  in  poasesdon  of  the  eon- 
fidence  of  his  countrymen.  His  modest,  nna»- 
suming,  and  retiring  habits,  could  not  coDoeal 
from  them  bis  good  sense  and  high  attiunmenta, 
and  early  in  life  he  was  returned  a  ddegate  to 
the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland,  and  has 
been  continued  in  the  discharge  of  his  legisla- 
tive labors,  with  but  littie  interruption,  to  the 
period  of  his  decease, 

Mr.  ExKi  then  sabmltted  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  was  unanimously  adopted : 

Rttolvad  wumimoudy.  That  the  Senste  wQ]  attend 
the  funeral  of  the  Hon.  Littlktoh  P.  Dbhkis,  late  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  from  the 
State  of  Maryland,  at  the  hour  of  12  o'clock  to- 
morrow ;  and  as  a  tesdaumy  of  respect  for  the 
memory  cf  the  deceased,  they  will  go  into  monm- 
ing  by  Tearing  crape  round  the  left  arm  for  thirty 
days. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Sjora, 
The  Senate  then  a^Jonnwd. 


TncBBOAT,  April  17. 
Memtge  from  the  Prendent : — Proteet  offainet 

the  Senat^t  proeeedinga  agaitut  Atst. 
To  tha  SenaU  of  the  United  Statet  : 

It  appears  bj  the  published  Journal  of  the  Senate, 
that,  on  tiie  26tb  of  December  last,  a  resolution  was 
oIGBred  by  a  member  of  the  Senate,  wUdi,  after  a 
pntraeted  debate,  was,  on  the  SSth  day  of  Iffareh  hui^ 
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modified  by  the  mover,  and  passed  by  the  rotes  of 
tven^-six  Senatofs,  out  of  forty-rix  who  were 
present  and  Toted,  Id  the  foUowlog  words,  riz. : 

^Rfohtd,  Thmt  tti«  Piesldeiit,  In  tbe  Ut*  Ezecntln  pro- 
«Mdliin  In  ralcUon  to  tli«  pnbllo  iwranno,  lus  gsaamed 
spon  blnuelf  withoritr  and  power  not  eonferrad  b7  the  eon- 
VUtatlon  and  laws,  but  is  derogation  ctf  both." 

Haring  bad  the  bonor,  tbrongh  the  volaatary 
snSrages  of  the  American  people,  to  fill  the  office 
of  Preeideut  of  the  TToited  States  daring  the  period 
which  may  be  presumed  to  have  been  referred  to  in 
this  resoIutiOD,  it  is  sofflciently  evident  that  the 
censure  it  inffieta  was  intended  for  myself.  Vitb- 
mit  DoUce,  nnheard  and  untried,  I  thus  find  myself 
charged  on  the  records  of  the  Senate,  and  in  a  form 
lutherto  imknowu  in  our  history,  with  the  high  crime 
of  violating  the  laws  and  constitution  of  my  country. 

It  can  seldom  be  necessary  for  any  department 
of  the  Qovemment,  when  aauiied  in  conversation, 
or  d^te,  or  by  the  strictures  of  the  press,  or  of 
poptdar  aesembiies,  to  step  oat  of  its  ordinary  path 
for  the  pnn>OM  of  vindicating  its  conduct,  or  of 
pelting  out  any  irregularity  or  ii^justice  in  the 
manner  of  the  attaci:.  But  when  the  chief  Execu- 
tive Uagiatrate  is,  by  one  of  the  most  important 
branches  of  the  Government,  in  its  official  capacity, 
in  a  pnblic  manner,  and  by  its  recorded  sentence, 
bat  without  precedent,  competent  an^ority,  or  just 
emnse,  declared  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  laws  and 
constitution,  it  is  due  to  his  station,  to  public  o{^n- 
ion,  and  to  a  proper  self-respect,  that  the  officer  thus 
denounced  should  promptly  expose  the  wrong 
vhich  has  been  done. 

In  the  present  cose,  moreover,  there  is  even  a 
•troDger  necestity  for  such  a  vindication.  By  an 
nprcM  provldoD  of  the  ciwatitution,  before  the 
^esdent  of  the  United  States  can  enter  on  tlw  ex- 
•eotion  of  bis  office,  he  is  required  to  U3a  an  oath 
or  offiimotion  In  the  following  words : 

"I  do  ■otcmnly  awear  (or  afflrm)  that  I  wHl  fUthflillr  eX' 
eODte  the  oOat  at  frerident  of  the  United  SUtea:  and  will, 
to  the  beat  of  my  abUI^,  preeerrc^  protect,  and  defend  the 
C«utltntk>n  oTtbe  DDttwf  Btatoa." 

The  doty  of  defending,  so  far  as  in  Urn  lies,  the 
Integrity  (n  the  constitution,  would  iudeed  have  re- 
sol  tea  from  the  very  nature  of  bis  office ;  but  by 
thus  expressing  it  in  the  official  oath  or  affirmation, 
-which,  in.  tbis'  respect,  differs  from  that  of  every 
other  functionary,  the  founders  of  our  republic  have 
attested  their  sense  of  its  importance,  and  have 
0veo  to  it  a  peculiar  solemnity  and  force.  Bound 
to  tiie  perform anoe  of  thia  duty  by  the  o^  I  Iiave 
tatai,  oy  the  strangeBt  obligations  of  gratitude  to 
the  American  people,  and  by  the  ties  which  unite 
my  every  earthly  Interest  with  the  welfare  and 
glory  of  mj  country,  and  perfectiy  convinced  that 
the  discusston  and  psssage  of  the  above-mentioned 
resolution  were  not  only  unw^orized  by  the  con- 
•tituticHif  but  in  many  respeota  repngnant  to  its 
provi^ons  and  subversiTe  n  the  ri^^ts  laeared  hj 
it  to  oilier  eoorffinate  departments,  I  deem  it  on 
imperative  doty  to  maintain  tbe  supremacy  of  ^at 
■acred  instrument,  and  the  immunities  of  Uie  de- 
partment intrusted  to  my  care,  by  alt  means  con- 
sistent with  my  own  lawfol  powers,  with  tbe  riights 
of  otbm,  and  witli  tbe  genliu  of  our  oivil  InsUta- 
ticos.  To  tUs  end,  I  have  caused  ttiis,  my  acdemn 
protest  against  the  aforesaid  jwoceecUngi,  to  be 
]daced  on  the  files  of  the  Executive  department, 
and  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Senate. 

It  is  alike  due  to  tbe  nlject,  the  Senate,  and  the 
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people,  that  the  views  which  I  have  talten  of  the 
proceedings  referred  to,  and  which  compel  me  to 
regard  them  in  the  light  that  has  been  mentioned, 
should  be  exhibited  at  length,  and  with  the  freedom 
and  firmness  which  are  required  by  on  occasion  so 
unprecedented  and  peculiar. 

Under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  tbe 
powers  and  functions  of  the  various  departments  of 
tbe  Federal  Qoverament,  and  their  reisponsibilities 
for  Tiohition  or  neglect  of  duty,  are  cleu-lv  defined, 
or  result  by  necessary  inference.  The  legialative 
power,  subject  to  tbe  qualified  negative  of  the 
President,  is  vested  in  the  Ooi^;reaB  of  the  United 
States,  composed  of  tbe  Senate  and  House  of  Bep- 
resentatives.  The  CTecuUve  power  ia  vested  exclu- 
sively in  the  President,  except  that  in  the  conclusion 
of  treaties  and  in  oerbun  appointments  to  office,  ho 
is  to  act  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate. 
The  judicial  power  is  vested  ezcluuvely  in  the  Su< 
preme  and  other  courts  of  the  Uidted  States,  except 
m  coses  of  impeocbmeat,  for  which  purpose  the 
accusatory  power  is  vested  in  the  House  of  Rcpre- 
sentatives,  and  that  of  hearing  and  determining  In 
the  Senate.  But  although  for  the  special  purposes 
which  have  been  mentioned,  there  in  an  occauonal 
intermixture  of  the  powers  of  the  different  depart- 
ments, yet  with  these  exceptions,  each  of  the  three 
^reat  departments  is  independent  of  the  others  in 
Its  sphere  of  action;  and  whea  it  debates  from 
that  sphere,  is  not  responsible  to  tbe  otliera,  fortfaer 
than  it  is  expressly  made  so  in  the  constitution.  In 
every  other  respect,  each  of  them  is  the  co-equal 
of  the  other  two,  and  all  are  the  servants  of  the 
American  people,  witiiout  power  or  right  to  control 
or  censure  each  other  in  the  service  of  tb^  com- 
mon npeiior,  save  only  in  the  manner  and  to  the 
degree  wluoh  tbat  superior  lua  preaeiibed. 

The  responsibilities  of  the  Prarident  are  numer- 
ous and  weighty.  He  ia  liable  to  impeachment  for 
high  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  and,  on  due  convic- 
tion, to  removal  from  office,  and  perpetual  disquali- 
fication; and  notwithstanding  such  conviction,  he 
may  also  be  indicted  and  punished  according  to 
law.  "Ee  is  also  liable  to  the  private  actios  of  any 
party  who  may  have  been  injured  by  big  iQegu 
mandates  or,  instructions,  in  the  same  manner  and 
to  the  some  extent  as  the  humblest  functionary. 
In  addition  to  the  respoosibUkiefl  whidi  may  tbue 
be  enforced  by  impeachment,  criminal  prosecution^ 
or  suit  at  law,  he  is  also  oceonntable  at  tbe  bar  of 
ubiic  ojunion,  for  every  act  of  bis  administration. 
at{}ect  only  to  tbe  restraints  of  truth  ud  justice, 
the  free  i>eople  of  the  United  States  have  the  un- 
doubted right,  OS  individuals  or  collectively,  oroUy 
or  in  writing,  at  such  times,  and  in  such  language 
and  form  as  they  may  thinlc  proper,  to  discuss  his 
official  conduct,  and  to  express  and  promulgate 
their  ot^ons  concerning  it.  Indirectly,  also,  his 
conduct  may  come  under  review  in  duer  branch 
of  the  le^slature,  or  in  the  Senate  when  acting  In 
its  executive  capacity ;  and  so  for  as  the  executive 
or  legialative  proceedings  of  these  bodies  may  re- 
quire it,  it  may  be  examined  by  them.  These  are 
believed  to  be  tbe  proper  and  only  modes  in  which 
the  FreddoQt  of  tbe  United  Sutes  is  to  be  held  ao- 
countable  for  Us  offidal  conduct. 

Tested  by  these  princifdes,  tbe  resolution  of  the 
Senate  is  wholly  nnauthorized  by  the  eonitltntion, 
and  In  derogation  of  its  entire  SfHrit.  It  usumea 
that  0  single  Ivanch  of  the  tenilaUTe  depaitmeot 
may,  for  the  purpose  of  &  public  cennire,  and  iritb> 
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eat  mj  Tiev  to  legiaUtiOD  or  impeachment,  take 
op,  eonaider,  and  wide  apon,  the  oflScial  acts  of 
the  ExecoUTe.  Bot  In  no  part  of  the  consUtution 
If  tbe  Freddent  ■ntjected  to  mj  snob  respondbiU- 
tji  and  in  no  part  of  that  ioatranieDt  ia  anr  foeh 
power  conferred  on  dther  branch  of  the  lecMature. 

Tbe  juUco  of  these  conchidons  wiU  b«  IBustrated 
and  oonfirmed  by  a  brief  aQalyris  of  the  povera  of 
the  Senate,  and  a  oompariion  of  thdr  reoent  pro- 
eeedinss  irith  those  powers. 

The  hi^  fnncticnis  assigned  bj  the  constitution 
to  tbe  Senate,  ate  in  their  nature  either  legislatiTe, 
ezeenUTe,  or  Jn^cU.  It  la  <Hil7  in  Ae  exercise  of 
its  JtuQdal  powers,  when  siting  as  a  court  for  the 
triu  of  impeachments,  that  the  Senate  Is  expreasly 
authorized  and  necessarily  required  to  condder  and 
decide  upon  tbe  conduct  of  the  President,  or  any 
other  public  officer.  Indirectly,  howeTcr,  as  baa 
already  been  soggested,  it  may  frequently  be  called 
en  to  perform  tl«k  oflke.  Caaet  may  occur  b  the 
contM  of  ite  legidatlTe  or  exewittve  proceedings,  in 
which  it  may  be  indispensable  to  the  proper  exer> 
dae  of  its  powers,  that  it  should  inquire  into,  and 
decide  upon,  the  conduct  of  the  Pre^dent  or  other 
public  officers ;  and  in  erery  such  case,  its  constitu- 
tional right  to  do  so  is  eheerftiUy  conceded.  But 
to  authimse  the  SmiiM  to  enter  on  such  a  task  in 
iti  kglslstlTO  or  execntlTB  capacity,  the  Inquiry 
most  actually  grow  out  of  and  tend  to  aome  leglala* 
tive  or  execudre  action ;  and  the  decision,  when 
expressed,  must  take  the  form  of  some  ai^iropriate 
le^datire  or  execatlre  act. 

The  resolution  in  question  was  introduced,  dis- 
euased,  and  paaaed,  not  aa  ajoint,  but  as  a  separate 
iesoluU(m.  It  asserts  no  le^datlTe  power;  pro- 
poaei  no  legislatiTe  aetion ;  and  ndtber  poeaeaaea  tbe 
form  nor  any  of  the  attributes  of  a  legiuadve  meas- 
ure. It  doea  not  appear  to  hare  been  entertdned 
or  passed  with  any  Tiew  or  expectation  of  its  issniog 
In  a  law  or  Jc^  resotuUon,  or  in  the  repeat  of  any 
law  or  joint  reaoladon,  or  la  any  other  legi^tive 
acdon. 

Whilst  wanting  both  tbe  fom  and  aabatanoe  of 
a  legistaUre  measure,  it  ia  equally  mantfest  tiiat  the 
resolution  was  not  JusUBed  by  any  of  the  executive 
powen  conferred  on  tbe  Senate.  These  powers 
relate  excludvely  to  the  consideration  of  treaties 
and  nominations  to  office ;  and  they  are  exercised 
in  secret  seaalon,  and  with  closed  doors.  This  res- 
olution does  not  vp^f  to  any  treaty  w  nomination, 
■ad  was  paaaed  In  a  pnWc  seadon. 

Kor  does  this  proceeffing  in  any  way  britKig  to 
that  class  of  incidental  resoluticms  which  relate  to 
the  officers  of  the  Senate,  to  their  chamber,  and 
appurtenances,  or  to  subjects  of  order,  and  other 
matters  of  the  like  nature — in  all  which  either 
Hooaa  may  lavftdly  proceed,  witbont  any  eo-open- 
tton  witii  the  other,  or  with  the  Frendent. 

On  the  Mntrary,  tbe  whole  jdiraseology  and  sense 
of  the  resolution  seem  to  be  judicial  Its  essence, 
true  character,  and  only  pracUcal  effect,  are  to  be 
found  in  tbe  conduct  which  It  char^  upon  the 
Frerident,  and  in  the  judgment  which  it  pronounces 
on  that  conduct  The  resolation,  therefore,  thou^ 
(Haeoased  and  adopted  by  tiie  Sraate  in  Ita  legiua- 
tive  capacity,  is,  In  fta  office,  and  in  all  ita  charao- 
teristicB,  essendaQyJwUdal. 

That  the  Senate  possesses  a  high  judicial  power, 
■nd  that  instances  may  occur  in  wUch  tbe  Frea- 
dflBt  of  the  United  Stetes  will  be  amenaUe  to  it,  is 
ndenlaUe.  But  under  the  proriHOna  <tf  the  oon- 
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stitutlon,  it  would  seem  to  be  equally  plain  that 
neither  the  Frendent  nor  any  other  officer  can  be 
tightftilly  subjected  to  the  operation  of  the  judicial 
power  of  the  Senate,  except  tn  the  cases  and  onder 
tbe  forma  prescribed  by  the  conatHution. 

The  constitution  declares  that  "  the  President, 
Vice  Frosideot,  and  all  civil  officers  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  remoTed  from  office  on  impeachment 
for,  and  conrlction  of  treason,  bribery,  or  other  high 
crimes  and  misdemeanors" — ^that  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives "  shall  have  the  sole  power  of  impeach- 
ment "—that  the  Senate  *'  shall  bare  the  sole  power 
to  tiy^  impeachments" — that  "when  sitting  for 
that  purpose,  they  shall  be  on  oath  or  affirmation  " 
— tbat  "when  the  Frendent  of  the  United  States  ia 
tried,  the  Chief  Justice  shall  predde  "—that  "  no 
person  shall  be  convicted  without  the  concurrence 
of  two-thirds  of  the  memben  present " — and  that 
"judgment  shall  not  extend  further  than  to  remov* 
al  from  office,  and  disqualification  to  boM  and  eijjor 
any  office  of  honor,  trust,  or  profit,  under  the  Ualted 
States." 

The  resolution  above  quoted  charges,  in  substance, 
that  in  certain  proceedings  relating  to  the  public 
revenue,  the  President  has  usurped  authority  and 
power  not  conferred  upon  Urn  by  tbe  constitution 
and  Uwi^  and  tbat  in  ddng  n  be  vloUted  both. 
Any  snoh  act  constitutes  a  bi^  crime — one  of  tbe 
highest,  indeed,  which  the  PrMldent  can  commit — 
a  crime  which  justly  exposes  him  to  impeachment 
by  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  upon  due 
conviction,  to  removal  from  office,  and  to  the  com- 
plete and  immutable  dlsfraucblsemeat  prescribed 
by  the  constitution. 

The  resolution,  then,  was  In  substance  an  im- 
peachment of  the  President;  and  in  its  passage, 
amounts  to-  a  declaration,  by  a  majority  of  the 
Senate,  tbat  he  is  guilty  of  an  impeachable  offence. 
Aa  such,  it  is  spread  upon  the  Journals  of  the  Senate 
— published  to  the  nation  and  to  the  world — made 
part  of  our  enduring  archives — and  incorporated  in 
tbe  biatory  of  the  age.  The  punishment  of  removal 
frnn  office  and  future  disqualification,  doea  not,  it 
la  tme,  follow  this  decision ;  nor  would  it  have  fol- 
lowed the  like  decldon,  if  the  regular  forms  of  pro- 
ceeding had  been  pursued,  because  the  requisite 
number  did  not  concur  in  the  result.  But  the 
moral  infiuenoe  of  a  soleina  declaration,  by  a  major- 
ity of  the  Senate,  that  tbe  accused  is  guilty  of  the 
ofltoce  ehaned  npoa  him,  has  been  aa  emctnally 
aecnred,  w  iT  the  like  dedaration  bad  beoi  made 
upon  an  impeachment  expressed  In  the  same  terms. 
Indeed,  a  greater  practical  effect  has  been  gained, 
because  the  votes  given  for  the  resolutiott,  though 
not  sufficient  to  authorise  a  judgment  of  guilty  on 
an  impeachment,  were  numerous  enough  to  carry 
that  resolution. 

That  the  resolution  doea  not  expressly  allege  that 
the  assumption  of  power  and  authority  which  it 
eondemns,  was  Intentional  and  corrupt,  is  no  an- 
swer to  tbe  preceding  view  of  its  character  and 
effect.  The  aet  thus  condemned,  necessarily  im- 
plies volition  and  desi^  in  the  individual  to  whom 
it  is  imputed ;  and  bemg  unlawful  In  its  character, 
the  legal  condn^on  is,  that  it  was  prompted  by  im- 
proper motives,  and  committed  with  an  unlawful 
intent.  The  charge  is  not  of  a  mistake  in  the  exer- 
cise of  supposed  powers,  but  of  tbe  assumption  of 
powers  not  conferred  by  the  constitution  and  laws, 
but  in  derogation  of  both:  and  nothing  is  surest- 
ed  to  exouae  or  palUate  the  torpltade  of  the  act 
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la  the  abaeoce  of  any  Buch  excnae  or  palHatton, 
there  is  only  room  for  one  inference,  and  that  is, 
that  the  intent  iras  unlawful  and  cormpt.  Berides, 
the  resolntion  not  only  oostains  no  njitigatlng  Bag- 
gestion,  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  holds  up  the  act 
complained  of,  as  jnatly  obnoxious  to  censure  and 
re{vobaUoD ;  and  thus  as  distisctly  stamps  it  with 
Impurity  of  moUve,  as  if  the  strongest  epithets  had 
been  used. 

The  President  of  the  United  States,  therefore, 
has  been,  by  a  majority  of  his  constitutional  triers, 
accused  and  found  guilty  of  an  impeachable  offence : 
but  in  no  part  of  this  proceeding  hare  the  direcUons 
of  the  constitution  been  otMerred. 

The  impeachment,  instead  of  b^g  preferred  and 
]»«aecated  by  the  Home  of  RepreBentaUve^  origi- 
nated in  the  Senate,  and  was  prosecuted  without  the 
aid  or  concnrreuce  of  the  other  House.  The  oath 
or  afSnnation  prescribed  by  the  constitution,  was 
not  taken  by  the  Senators — the  Chief  Jostlce  did 
not  pre^de — no  notice  of  the  charge  was  giren  to 
the  BGctued — and  no  oppoitnidty  alforded  him  to 
respond  to  the  aeonsattOD— to  meet  his  aceuaers 
fiwe  to  &ce — to  erosMzamfnfl  the  witnesses — to 

grocure  counteneting  testimony— or  to  be  heard 
1  his  defence. 

The  safeguards  and  formalities  which  the  consti- 
taUon  has  connected  with  the  power  of  impeach- 
ment, were  donbtlesB  itqq;NMed  by  the  ftamers  of 
that  Instnunent,  to  be  eeseotial  to  the  protection  of 
the  public  serrant,  to  the  attainment  of  justice,  and 
to  the  order,  impartiality,  and  dignity  of  the  pro- 
cedure. These  safeguards  and  formalities  were  not 
only  practically  disregarded,  fai  the  commencement 
and  conduct  of  these  proceedings,  but  In  their  re- 
soH,  I  find  myself  conricted,  by  less  than  two-thirds 
of  the  members  present,  of  an  impeachable  offence. 

In  vain  may  it  be  alleged  in  defence  of  this  pro- 
ceeding, that  the  form  of  the  resolution  is  not  that 
of  an  impeachment,  or  of  a  jud^ent  thereupon ; 
that  the  punishment  prescribed  in  the  constitution 
does  not  follow  its  adoption ;  or  that  in  this  case, 
no  impeachment  is  to  be  expected  from  the  House  of 
BepresentaUres.  It  is  because  it  did  not  assume  the 
fiontt  of  an  impeachment,  that  it  la  the  more  palpa- 
bly repugnant  to  the  constitution ;  fbr  it  is  throng 
that  form  only  that  the  Prendent  is  judicially  re- 
Bponable  to  the  Senate ;  and  though  neither  removal 
from  office  nor  future  diaqusliflcation  ensues,  yet  it 
is  not  to  be  presumed  that  the  framera  of  the  con- 
■titotion  considered  ^ther  or  both  of  those  results, 
as  eoustltntiojK  the  whole  of  the  punishment  they 
prescribed.  The  Judgment  of  ^ilty  by  the  lilghest 
tribunal  in  the  Union;  the  stigma  it  would  inflict 
on  the  offender,  his  family  and  fame  i  and  the  per- 
petual record  on  the  Journal,  handing  down  to  fu- 
ture generations  the  story  of  his  disgrace,  were 
doabUesB  regarded  by  tbem  as  tlie  bitterest  portions. 
If  not  the  very  easenco  of  that  punishment.  So  &i, 
tberefbre,  as  some  of  its  most  material  parts  are 
concerned,  the  passage,  recording,  and  promulga- 
tion of  the  resolution,  are  an  attempt  to  bring  them 
on  the  President,  in  a  manner  tinauthorized  by  the 
constitution.  To  shield  Um  and  other  ofBcers  who 
are  liable  to  Impeachment,  from  consequences  so 
momentous,  except  when  really  merited  by  official 
delinqoencieg,  the  eonstitotion  baa  most  carefully 
guarded  the  whole  process  of  impeachment.  A 
minority  of  the  House  of  BepresentatiTCS  must  think 
the  officer  gitUty,  befinv  he  can  be  charged.  Two- 
thirds  of  the  Snute  most  prononnoe  him  guilty,  or 
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he  is  deemed  to  be  Innocent,  Forty-six  Senators 
appear  by  the  Jonmal  to  hare  been  present  when 
the  Tote  on  the  resolntion  was  taken.  If,  after  all 
the  solemnities  of  an  impeachment,  thirty  of  those 
Senators  had  roted  that  the  President  was  guilty, 
yet  would  he  have  been  acquitted ;  but  by  the  mode 
of  proceeding  adopted  in  the  present  case,  a  lasting 
record  of  conviction  has  been  entered  up  by  the 
votes  of  twenty-eix  Senators,  without  an  impeach- 
ment of  trial ;  whUst  the  constitution  expressly  de- 
clares that  to  tho  entry  of  such  a  judgment,  an 
accusation  by  the  House  of  Bepreseutativea,  a  trial 
by  the  Senate,  and  a  concurrence  of  two-thirds 
hi  the  vote  of  guilty,  sfaaQ  bo  indispensable  pre- 
requisites. 

Whether  or  not  an  impeachment  was  to  be  ex- 
pected from  the  House  of  Representatives,  was  a 
point  on  which  the  Senate  had  no  constitutional 
right  to  speculate,  and  in  respect  to  which,  even  had 
it  possessed  the  ^rit  of  prophecy,  its  antidpations 
would  have  fhrnished  no  just  grounds  for  tliis 
procedore.  Admitting  that  there  was  reasim  to 
believe  that  a  Tiolattoa  of  the  constitution  and 
laws  had  been  actually  committed  by  the  Prudent, 
still  It  was  the  duty  of  the  Senate,  as  his  sole  con- 
stitntional  judges,  to  wait  for  an  impeachment  un- 
til the  other  House  should  think  proper  to  prefer  it. 
The  members  of  the  Senate  could  have  no  right  to 
infer  tiiat  no  impeachment  was  intended.  On  the 
contrary,  every  legal  and  rational  presumption  on 
their  part  ought  to  have  been,  that  if  there  was 
good  reason  to  believe  him  guilty  of  an  impeacha- 
ble offence,  the  House  of  Representatives  would 
perform  its  constitutional  duty  by  arraigning 
the  offender  before  tiie  justice  of  his  country. 
The  contrary  presumption  woidd  involve  an  ap- 
jdication  dero^tory  to  tiie  Integrity  and  honor  of 
the  representatives  of  the  people.  But  suppose  the 
snspicioQ  thus  implied  were  actually  entertalnedi 
and  for  good  cause,  how  can  H  justify  the  asnimp- 
tion  by  the  Senate  of  powers  not  eonfbrred  by  the 
constitution  ? 

It  is  only  necessary  to  took  at  the  condition  In 
which  the  Senate  and  the  President  have  been 
placed  by  this  proceeding,  to  perceive  its  nttor-  In- 
compatibility with  the  provinons  and  tiie  8|drtt  of 
the  constitution,  and  with  the  plainest  dictates  of 
humanity  and  justice. 

If  the  House  of  Bepresentetives  shall  be  of  ojAn- 
ion  that  there  is  Just  ground  for  the  censure  pronounc- 
ed upon  the  President,  then  will  it  be  the  solemn 
dn^  of  that  House  to  prefer  the  proper  accusation, 
and  to  cause  him  to  bo  brought  to  trial  by  the  con- 
stitutional tribunal.  But  in  what  condition  would 
he  find  that  tribunal?  A  majority  of  its  members 
have  already  considered  the  case*  and  have  not  only 
formed,  but  expressed  a  deliberate  judgment  upon  its 
merits.  It  is  the  policy  of  our  benign  systems  of 
jurisprudence,  to  secure,  In  all  criminal  proceedings, 
and  even  in  the  most  trivial  Utigationa,  a  Air,  un- 
pn^udioed,  and  impartial  trial.  And  surely  it  can- 
not be  less  important  that  such  a  trial  should  be 
secured  to  the  highest  officer  of  the  Government. 

The  constitution  makes  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives the  exclusive  judges,  in  the  first  instance,  of 
the  qneation,  whether  tiie  President  has  committed 
an  impeachable  offence.  A  majority  of  the  Senate, 
whose  interference  with  this  preliminary  question 
has,  for  the  best  of  aU  reasons,  been  atudioosly  ex- 
cluded, antidpate  the  action  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
nsentatives,  aasoma  not  only  tha  flmction  vhiw 
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balongB  exdiuiTely  to  thftt  body,  but  conrert  them- 
MlTea  into  accusers,  witnesses,  counsel,  and  judges, 
and  prqudge  the  whole  caM— thus  presenting  the 
ftpptUiDg  ipeetacle,  in  a  free  State,  of  jodges  g(^K 
throogh  a  labored  preparation  for  an  ImparUal 
hearing  and  decision,  hj  ^  prevloiu  ex  parte  inres* 
ligation  and  aentence  ag^nat  the  supposed  offender. 

There  is  no  more  settled  axiom  In  that  govem- 
meot  whence  we  derived  the  model  of  this  part  of 
oar  constitution,  than  that  "  the  Lords  cannot  im- 
peach  any  to  them8elres,norj(Hn  in  the  accusation, 
beoaose  they  are  judges."  Independently  of  the 
gaoaral  reanas  on  vfaich  this  nue  is  founded,  its 
propriety  and  bnportanoe  are  greatly  increased  by 
the  nature  of  the  impeaching  power.  The  power 
of  arraigning  the  high  offloera  of  govenunent  before 
a  tribunal  whose  sentence  may  expel  them  from 
th«r  seats  and  brand  them  as  infamous,  is  eminent- 
ly A  popular  remedy — a  remedy  designed  to  be  em- 
ployed  for  the  protection  of  private  right  ud  pub- 
Bo  Uberty,  agahist  the  abiuei  Of  iidnstice  and  the 
•Dcroaohments  of  aihitary  power.  But  the  framers 
of  the  constitution  were  also  undoubtedly  aware, 
that  this  formidable  instrument  bad  been,  and 
might  be  abused  ;  and  that  from  its  very  nature, 
an  Impeachment  for  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors, 
vh^ver  may  be  Ha  rewilt,  vonld  in  moat  easel  be 
aceompanied  by  so  much  of  dishonor  and  reproach, 
■olidtude  and  suffering,  as  to  make  the  power  of 
preferring  it,  one  of  the  highest  solemnity  and  im- 
portance. It  was  due  to  both  these  considerations, 
that  the  impeocliing  power  should  be  lodged  in  the 
hands  of  those  who,  mna  the  mode  of  their  election 
and  the  tenure  of  their  offices,  would  most  accu- 
rately express  the  popular  will,  and  at  the  same 
time  be  most  directly  and  speedily  amenable 
to  the  people.  The  theory  of  these  wise  and  be- 
niniant  intentions  is,  in  the  present  case,  effectually 
dtfeated  by  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate.  The 
members  of  that  body  represent,  not  the  people, 
bnt  the  States,  and  though  they  are  undoubtedly 
reeponnble  to  the  States,  yet,  irom  their  extended 
term  of  service,  the  effbet  of  that  reqMnMUIity, 
during  the  whole  period  of  that  term,  must  very 
much  depend  upon  their  own  impresHons  of  its 
obligatory  force.  When  a  body,  thus  constituted, 
expresses,  beforehand,  its  opinion  in  a  particular 
case,  and  thus  indirectly  ioTites  a  prosecution,  it 
iiot  only  assume  a  power  intended  for  wise  reasons 
to  be  confined  to  others,  but  It  shields  the  hitter 
from  that  exdudre  and  personal  respou^Ulity  under 
which  it  was  intended  to  be  exerdsed,  and  reverses 
tiie  whole  scheme  of  this  part  of  the  eonsUtntion. 

Such  would  be  some  of  the  objections  to  this 

Edure,  even  if  it  were  admitted  that  there  is 
groond  for  imputing  to  the  President  the  of- 
1  charged  in  the  resolution.  But  If,  on  the 
other  band,  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  be 
of  o^nion  that  there  is  no  reason  for  charging  them 
upon  him,  and  shall  therefore  deem  it  improper  to 
{nefer  an  impeachment,  then  will  the  violation  of 
{wivilege  as  it  respects  that  House,  of  justice  as  it 
legards  the  Fresidentj  and  of  the  constitution  as  it 
relates  to  both,  be  wly  the  more  eoosidetioas  and 
imMCssivo. 

The  constitutional  mode  of  procedure  on  an  im- 
peachment has  not  only  been  wholly  disregarded, 
but  some  of  the  first  principles  of  natural  right  and 
enlightened  jurisprudence,  have  been  violated  in 
the  very  form  of  the  resolntion.  It  earefoUy 
sbstdns  from  STorring  in  which  of  "the late  pro- 
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ceedings  in  relation  to  the  public  revenne,  the 
President  has  aaaumed  upon  himself  authority  and 
power  not  conferred  by  the  constitution  and  Uws." 
It  carefully  abstains  from  specifying  what  laws  or 
what  parts  of  the  constitution  have  been  violated. 
Why  was  not  the  certainty  of  the  oflbnce~"tlM 
nature  and  cause  of  the  accusation  ** — set  out  in 
the  manner  required  by  the  constitution,  before 
even  the  humblest  individual,  for  the  smallest  crime, 
can  be-expoeed  to  condemnation?  Such  a  specifi- 
cation was  due  to  the  accused,  that  he  might  direct 
his  defence  to  the  real  points  of  attack;  tothe  peo- 
ple, that  they  might  cleuly  andarstsnd  in  wliat 
paiticuUrs  thdr  hutitutimis  had  been  viiriated ;  and 
to  the  truth  and  certainty  of  our  pnhllc  annals.  As 
the  record  now  stands,  whilst  the  resolution  plainly 
charges  upon  the  Preudent  at  least  one  act  of 
usurpation  in  "  the  late  Executive  proceedings  in 
relation  to  the  public  revenue,"  and  is  so  framed 
that  those  Senators  who  believed  that  one  such  act, 
and  only  one,  had  been  committed,  could  assent  to 
it,  its  language  is  yet  broad  enough  to  include 
several  such  acts;  and  so  it  may  have  been  regarded 
by  some  of  those  who  voted  for  it  But  uon^ 
the  accusation  is  thus  comprehensive  In  the  cen- 
sures it  implies,  there  is  no  sooli  certainty  of  time, 
place,  or  circumstance,  as  to  exldUt  the  partianlar 
couwisioD  of  fiut  or  law  wUoh  iudnoea  any  one 
Senator  to  vote  fbr  it.  And  it  may  well  have  hap- 
pened, that  whilst  one  Senator  believed  that  soum 
particular  act  embraced  in  the  resolution,  was  an 
arbitrary  and  tmconstitutional  assumption  of  power, 
others  of  the  nuyority  may  have  deemed  that  very 
act  both  consUtutionu  and  expedient,  or  if  not  ex- 
pedient, yet  still  within  the  pale  of  the  constitution. 
And  thus  a  minority  of  the  Senators  may  have  been 
enabled  to  concur,  in  a  vague  and  undefined  aocn- 
sation,  that  the  President,  in  the  course  of  "the 
late  Executive  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  publio 
revenue,"  had  violated  the  constitution  and  laws ; 
whilst,  if  a  separate  vote  had  been  taken  in  respect 
to  each  partiouUr  act  ioduded  witliin  the  geoenl 
terms,  the  aeenssrs  of  the  Froddent  ndcht,  ra  waf 
such  vote,  liave  been  fonnd  in  the  mlnonty. 

Still  furtlier  to  exemplify  this  feature  of  the  pro- 
ceeding, it  is  important  to  be  remarked,  Uut  the 
resolution,  as  originally  offered  to  the  Senate,  speci- 
fied, with  adequate  precision,  certain  acta  of  the 
President,  which  it  denounced  as  a  violation  of  tiM 
constitution  and  laws,  and  that  it  was  not  until  the 
very  dose  of  tlie  delMte,  and  when,  perh^u,  it  was 
apprehended  that  a  m^ori^  miglit  not  sustain  the 
specific  accusation  contained  in  it,  that  the  resolution 
was  so  modified  as  to  assume  its  present  form.  A 
more  striking  illustration  of  the  soundness  and  ne- 
cessity of  the  nilea  which  forbid  vague  and  indeft- 
nite  generalities,  and  require  a  reasonable  certainty 
in  all  judicial  ailegationa,  and  a  more  glaring  in- 
stance  of  the  violation  of  those  rules,  has  sddom 
been  exhibited. 

In  this  view  of  the  resolution,  it  must  certainly 
be  regarded,  not  as  a  vindication  of  any  particular 
proviBon  of  the  law  or  the  constitution,  but  simply 
as  an  official  rebuke  or  condemnatory  aentenoe,  too 
general  and  indefinite  to  be  eanly  repeUed,  but  yet 
suffidentiy  precise  to  bring  into  discreiit  the  con- 
duct and  motives  of  the  Executive.  \But  what- 
ever it  may  have  been  intended  to  accomplish,  It  is 
obvious  that  the  vague,  general,  and  abstract  form 
of  the  resolntiiHi,  is  in  perfisct  keeping  with  tiMMO 
other  departures  from  first  prin^las  and  aettiad 
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improTemetiU  in  jniinnideiice,  wo  properiy  the 
bout  of  free  eoiuimefl  in  modem  times.  And  it  Is 
not  too  much  to  say  of  the  whole  of  these  proceed- 
ings, that,  if  thej  shall  be  approred  and  sustained 
hj  an  intelligeot  people,  then  will  that  great  con- 
test with  arbitrary  power,  which  had  establiahed  in 
■tatoteg,  in  bills  of  rights,  in  sacred  charters,  and  in 
eonsdtations  of  govemment,  tlie  right  of  ever; 
dtlien  to  a  notice  befbre  trid,  to  a  hearing  before 
vonvietion,  and  to  an  imparUai  tribonal  for  dedding 
GO  the  chsj^e,  have  been  waged  in  Tain. 

If  the  reaoluUon  had  been  left  in  its.  original 
form,  it  is  not  to  be  presomed  that  it  could  ever 
have  received  the  assent  of  a  maiorit;  of  the  Sen- 
ate, fbr  the  aete  therdn  mMclfled  as  vi^tiona  of ' 
the  eonstitiitira  and  laws  were  clearly  wittibi  tiie 
Bmits  of  the  Exeontive  antht^t;.  They  are,  the 
"dBsroisaing  the  iM  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be- 
oanse  he  would  not,  contrary  to  his  sense  of  bis  own 
daty,  remoTfl  the  money  of  the  United  States  in 
depoint  with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  its 
branches,  in  conformity  with  the  Premdent's  oinnion, 
and  a^>dnting  bis  sacceesor  to  effect  anch  removal, 
which  has  beni  done."  Bat  ai  no  other  qwdflca- 
tion  has  been  subsUtated,  and  as  these  were  the 
''Executive  proceedings  in  rdation  to  tlie  public 
revenue, "  principally  referred  to  in  the  course  of 
the  disouBwon,  they  will  doubtless  be  generally  re- 
garded as  the  acts  intended  to  be  denounced  as 
"as  aaenmption  of  authority  and  power  not  eoi^ 
ftrred  by  the  constitnlion  or  lawi^  but  in  deroga- 
tion  of  both."  It  Ii^  tiievefbre,  due  to  the  oooasion 
that  a  condensed  snnmuuy  of  the  views  the 
Executive  in  respect  to  them,  ihonld  be  here  ex- 
hibited. 

By  the  constitntion,  "the  executive  power  is 
Tested  in  a  President  of  the  United  Statea." 
Amimg  the  ^ties  imposed  npon  him,  and  wUch  he 
ii  sworn  to  perfbrm,  is  that  of  "taking  oare  that 
die  laws  be  ^OiAilly  executed."  Being  thus  made 
rtseponsible  for  the  entire  action  of  the  executive 
department,  it  was  but  reasonable  that  the  power 
of  appointing,  overseeing,  and  controlling  those  who 
execute  theuws — a  power  in  its  nature  executive — 
should  remain  in  bis  hands.  It  is,  therefore,  not 
only  Us  rij^t,  but  the  constitution  nukes  it  bis 
doty,  to  "  nondnate,  and  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
oonseut  of  the  Senate  appdnt,"  all  "  officers  of  the 
United  States  whose  appointments  are  not  in  the 
constitution  otherwise  provided  for,"  with  a  proviso 
that  the  appointment  of  inierior  officers  may  be 
vested  in  the  President  alone,  in  the  courts  of  jus- 
tioe,  or  in  the  beads  of  departments. 

nie  exseutive  power  vested  in  the  Senate,  is 
neither  tiiat  of  "nonunating"  nor  "appointing." 
It  Is  merely  a  cheek  npon  tiie  Execative  power  of 
iqqKrintment.  If  Individuals  proposed  fbr  aj^nt- 
ment  by  the  President,  are  by  them  deemed  incom- 
petent or  anwortby,  they  nwy  withhold  their  con- 
sent, and  the  ai^Kmitment  cannot  be  made.  They 
ehet^  the  action  of  the  Executive,  but  caDoot,  in 
relation  to  those  very  subjects,  act  tiiemselves,  nor 
direct  liim.  Selections  are  still  made  by  the  Presi- 
dent, and  the  negative  given  to  the  Senate,  without 
diminishing  his  responribllity,  fnndsbes  an  addition- 
al gnanntee  to  the  country  that  the  subordinate 
executive,  u  well  is  the  ju^cial  offices,  shall  be 
filled  with  worthy  and  competent  men. 

The  whole  executive  power  being  vested  in  the 
Freddeot,  who  Is  respoodble  fbr  Its  exerdse,  it  Is  a 
neoeaaary  eonseqneiioe,  that  he  ahoold  have  a  right 
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to  em|doy  agents  of  Ins  own  choice  to  aid  him  in 
the  performance  of  his  duties,  and  to  discharge 
them  when  be  is  no  longer  willing  to  be  respoarible 
for  their  acta.  In  strict  accordauce  with  this  prin- 
ciple, the  power  of  removal,  which,  like  that  of  ap- 
pointment is  an  original  executive  power,  is  left 
unchecked  by  the  constitution  in  relation  to  all  ex- 
ecutive oEScers,  for  whose  conduct  the  Kvsident  is 
responsible,  while  it  is  taken  from  him  bx  reUtira 
to  judicial  officers,  for  whose  acts  he  is  not  respon- 
cdbfe.  In  the  Oovemibent  from  which  many  of  the 
fundamental  principles  of  onr  system  are  derived, 
the  head  of  the  executive  department  originally  bad 
power  to  appoint  and  remove  at  will  dl  officers, 
exeontive  and  Jadlci&L  It  was  to  take  the  jodgea 
out  of  this  general  power  of  removal,  ana  thus 
make  them  independent  of  the  Executive,  tiiat  the 
tenure  of  their  offices  was  changed  to  good  beha- 
vior. Nor  is  it  conceivable,  why  they  are  placed, 
in  our  constitution,  upon  a  tenure  different  from  that 
of  all  other  officers  appmnted  by  the  Executive, 
unless  it  be  for  the  same  porpose. 

Bat  if  there  were  any  Just  groood  for  donbt  on 
the  bee  of  the  constitution,  whether  all  exeonUve 
officers  are  removable  at  the  irill  ^  the  Proident, 
it  is  obviated  by  the  contemporaneous  construction 
of  the  instrument,  and  the  oniform  practice  under 
it. 

The  power  of  removal  was  a  topic  of  solemn  de- 
bate in  the  Congress  of  1789,  while  organizing  the 
adnunktrative  departments  of  the  Govenunent,  and 
it  was  finally  decided,  that  the  Preddent  derived 
from  the  constitution  the  power  of  removal,  bo  far 
as  it  regards  that  department  for  whose  acts  he  is 
responsible.  Althouf^  the  debate  covered  the  whole 
ground,  embracing  the  Treasury  as  well  as  all  the 
other  executive  departments^  U  arose  on  a  motion 
to  strike  oat  of  tiie  bill  to  estabOah  a  department 
of  Ftu^gn  Albira,  taxioe  called  the  Dqiartment  of 
State,  a  dause  decUring  the  Secretary  "  to  be  re- 
movable Siom  office  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States."  After  that  motion  had  been  decided  in 
the  negative,  it  was  perceived  that  these  words  did 
not  convey  the  sense  of  the  House  ctf  Bepresent- 
ativea,  in  relation  to  the  true  sonroe  of  the  power 
of  removal.  With  the  avowed  ottjeet  of  prevent- 
ing any  future  mference,  that  this  power  was  ex* 
ercised  by  the  President  in  virtue  of  a  grant  from 
Congreas,  when  in  lact  that  body  con^dered  it  as 
derived  from  the  constitution,  the  words  which  had 
been  the  subject  of  debate  were  struck  out,  and  in 
lieu  thereof  a  clause  was  inserted  in  a  i»oviMon  con- 
cerning the  chief  clerk  of  the  department,  which 
dedared  that  "whenever  the  said  prindpal  Offioer 
shall  be  removed  from  office  by  the  Preddent  of 
the  United  States,  or  in  any  other  case  of  vacancy," 
the  chief  clerk  should,  during  such  vacancy,  have 
charge  of  the  papers  of  the  office.  Ttiis  change 
having  been  made  for  the  express  purpose  of  de- 
claring the  sense  of  Congress,  that  the  President 
derivwt  tiie  power  of  remonU  fkom  tiie  consUtnUtm, 
die  aet  as  it  passed  has  always  been  considered  as  a 
full  expresrion  of  the  sense  u  the  le^biture  on  this 
important  part  of  the  American  constitnUon. 

Here,  then,  we  have  the  concurrent  authority  of 
Presideut  Washiugton,  of  the  Senate,  and  the  House 
of  Representatives,  numbers  of  whom  had  taken  an 
active  part  In  the  convention  whieh  framed  the  con- 
stitution, and  in  tiie  State  oonventiona  which  atUiptad 
it,  that  the  Preddent  derived  an  unqualified  power 
of  remonl  from  that  instrument  \tm^  which  ia 
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"beyond  the  reach  oriegialative  ■nthorit;.'*  Upon 
tide  principle  the  Oorerament  has  now  been  steadi- 
ly ai^iaistered  for  about  fortj-fire  yeara,  during 
wluch  there  have  beeo  numerouH  removdfl  made 
b7  the  President  or  by  Us  direction,  embracing 
every  grade  of  execatiTo  oflOcers,  frwa  the  hetdi  of 
departments  to  the  measengen  of  bareatu. 

The  Treasurr  Department,  hi  the  discnauoos  of 
17S9,  iraa  oonnder«t  on  the  same  footing  as  the 
other  executive  departments,  and  in  the  act  estab- 
lishing it,  the  precise  words  were  incorporated,  in- 
dicative of  the  sense  of  Gongresa  that  the  President 
derives  his  power  to  remove  the  Secretaiy,  from 
the  constitution,  which  appear  In  the  act  establish- 
ing the  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs.  An  asustant 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  created,  and  it  was 
provided  that  he  should  take  cha^  of  the  books 
and  papers  of  the  department,  "whenever  the 
Secretary  shall  be  removed  from  ofBce  by  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States."  The  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  being  appointed  by  the  President,  and 
being  conddered  as  oonatitunonally  remorable  by 
him, It  appears  never  to  have  occurred  to  any  one 
in  the  Congress  of  1789,  or  rince,  unto  very  recent- 
ly, that  he  was  other  than  an  executive  officer,  the 
mere  instrument  of  the  Chief  Ha^strate  in  the  exer 
cation  of  the  laws,  subject,  like  all  other  beads  of 
departments,  to  his  supervision  and  controL  No 
Buui  Ideaaa  an  officer  of  the  Congreu  can  be  found 
in  the  eonstitation,  or  appears  to  have  anggested 
itself  to  those  who  organized  tlie  Government. 
There  are  officers  of  each  House,  the  appointment 
of  which  is  authorized  by  the  coustttntion,  but  all 
officers  referred  to  in  that  instrument  as  oomii^ 
within  the  appointing  power  of  the  Preddent, 
whether  eataUished  thereby  or  created  by  law,  are 
"offioers  of  the  United  States."  THo  Johit  power  of 
appointment  Is  ^ven  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress, 
nor  is  fbeir  any  accountability  to  them  as  one  body ; 
but  as  soon  as  any  office  Is  created  by  law,  of  what- 
ever name  or  character,  the  appointment  of  the 
person  or  persons  to  fill  it,  devolves  by  the  consti- 
tution upon  the  Preddent,  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  unless  it  be  an  inferior  office, 
and  the  appointment  be  vested  by  the  law  itself  "  in 
the  President  alone,  in  the  courts  of  law,  or  in  the 
beads  of  departments." 

Bat  at  the  time  of  the  organization  of  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  an  Incident  occurred  which  distinct- 
ly evinces  the  unanimons  concurrence  of  the  first 
Congress  in  the  principle  that  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment is  whi^y  executive  In  its  charaetw  and  re- 
■ponsibillties.  A  motion  was  made  to  strike  out  the 
proTieloQ  of  the  bill  making  it  the  duty  of  the  Sec- 
ntary  '*  to  digest  and  report  plans  for  the  improve- 
ment and  managemeut  of  the  revenue,  and  for  the 
support  of  the  public  credit,"  on  the  ground  that  it 
woidd  give  the  executive  department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment too  much  infloenoo  and  power  in  Congress. 
The  motion  was  not  opposed  on  the  ground,  that 
the  Secretary  was  the  officer  of  Congress  and  re- 
sponuble  to  that  body,  which  would  have  been  con- 
cluuve,  if  admitted,  but  on  other  grounds,  which 
conceded  his  executive  character  throughout.  The 
whole  discussion  evinces  a  unanimous  concurrence 
in  the  prindple,  thftt  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
i«  whoUy  an  executive  officer,  and  the  struggle  of 
the  minority  was  to  restrict  his  power  as  such. 
From  that  time  down  to  the  present,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  the  Treasurer,  Kegister,  Gomptrol- 
lan,  Auditors,  and  dorks,  who  fill  the  offices  of  that 


department,  have,  In  the  practice  of  the  Govern- 
ment, been  considered  and  treated  as  on  the  same 
footing  with  eorrespontUng  grades  of  officers  in  aU 
the  other  executive  departments. 

The  custody  of  the  public  property,  under  such 
regulations  as  may  b«  prescribed  by  l^jidativa 
authority,  has  always  hem  oMiddered  an  appro* 
priste  function  of  the  exeontive  department,  in  this 
and  all  other  Governments.  In  accordance  with 
this  principle,  every  q>ecie8  of  property  belonging 
to  the  United  States,  (excepting  that  which  is  fai  the 
use  of  the  several  coordinate  departments  of  the 
Government,  as  means  to  aid  them  in  performing 
their  appropriate  functions,)  is  in  chai^  of  offleers 
appointed  by  the  President,  whether  it  be  lands,  or 
buildings,  or  merchandise,  or  proviuona,  or  cloth- 
ing, or  arms  and  munitions  of  war.  The  superin- 
tendents and  keepers  of  the  whole  are  appointed  by 
the  Premdent,  responmble  to  him,  and  removable  at 
his  will. 

Public  money  is  bat  a  species  of  pubUo  property. 
It  cannot  be  ndsed  by  taxation  or  custom,  nor 
brought  into  the  Treasury  in  any  other  way,  except 
by  taw ;  but  whenever  or  howsoever  obtained,  its 
custody  always  bos  been,  and  altfays  must  be,  on* 
lees  the  constitution  be  changed,  intrusted  to  the 
executive  department.  Ko  officer  can  be  created 
by  Congress  for  the  purpose  of  taking  charge  of  it, 
whose  appointment  wonld  not,  by  the  conaatntira, 
at  once  devolve  on  the  Preddent,  and  who  would 
not  be  respondble  to  him  for  the  &ithibl  perform- 
ance of  his  duties.  The  legislative  power  may  un- 
doubtedly bind  him  and  the  Preddent,  by  any  laws 
they  may  think  proper  to  enact;  they  may  pre- 
scribe in  what  place  particular  portions  of  the  pub- 
lic money  duil  be  kept,  and  for  what  reason  it 
shall  be  removed ;  as  they  may  direct  that  supplies 
for  the  army  or  navy  shall  be  kept  in  particular 
stores ;  and  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  PresideDt  to 
see  that  the  law  is  futhfuUy  executed — yet  will  the 
custody  remain  in  the  executive  department  of  the 
GovemmMit.  Wore  the  Congress  to  assume,  with 
or  wltboat  a  l^islatiro  act,  the  power  of  appotntlnif 
officers  independently  of  the  President,  to  take  the 
charge  and  custody  of  the  public  property  contain- 
ed in  the  military  and  naviti  arsenals,  magudnes,  and 
storehouses,  it  is  believed  that  such  an  act  would 
be  regarded  by  all  as  a  palpable  usurpation  of  exec- 
utive power,  subversive  of  the  form  as  well  as  the 
fundamental  principles  of  our  GoTemment  But 
where  is  the  difference  hi  princifde,  whether  the 
pablic  {roperty  be  in  the  fonn  of  arms,  munitions 
of  war  and  supplies,  or  in  gold  and  ^ver  or  bonk 
notes  T  None  can  be  perceived — ^nonc  Is  beUeved 
to  exist.  Congress  cannot,  therefore,  take  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  executive  department  the  custody 
of  the  public  property  or  money,  without  an  as- 
sumption of  executive  power,  and  a  eubreraion  of 
the  first  prindides  of  the  eonstitation. 

The  Congress  of  the  United  States  have  nerer 
passed  on  act  imperatively  directing  that  the  pubUo 
moneys  shall  be  kept  in  any  particular  place  or 
[daces.  From  the  origin  of  the  Government  to  the 
year  1816,  the  statute-book  was  wholly  stent  on  the 
subject.  In  1789  a  Treasurer  was  created,  subor- 
dinate to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  through 
him  to  the  Preddeot.  He  was  required  to  pre 
bond  safely  to  keep  and  fidthfully  to  disburse  the 
public  moneys,  without  any  direction  as  to  the 
manner  or  ^acea  ht  whloh  they  should  be  kept. 
By  rsferenee  to  the  pmetioe  at  the  Gorenunant,  b 
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h  fbnnd,  that  tnai  iti  firat  organlatioii,  tha  Seon- 
tery  of  the  Treasury,  acting  under  tb<  aoperrUoQ 
of  the  PreaideDt,  designated  the  iriacea  in  irhioh  the 
pobBc  mo&ejs  should  be  kept,  and  apedallf  directed 
all  traasfera  from  place  to  place.  This  practice  waa 
continued,  with  the  silent  acquiescence  of  Coiitfress, 
from  1789  down  to  ISl  6 ;  and  althougli  man/^nks 
mre  aeleoled  and  dfaduiiced,  and  lUhcni^  a  por- 
ttcm  of  the  moiMTi  was  first  placed  in  the  Bute 
banks,  and  then  in  the  former  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  upon  the  dissolution  of  that,  was  agun 
tnuuferred  to  Uie  State  banks,  no  legialati<m  was 
tlioaght  necessary  bj  Congress,  and  aS  die  opera- 
tions  were  originated  and  perfected  by  executire 
Mitbority.  The  SeereUiy  of  the  Tnaarj,  respon- 
iU^  to  the  President,  and  with  bb  approbation, 
made  contracts  and  arrangements  in  relation  to  the 
whole  sabject^matter,  which  was  thus  entirely  com- 
mitted to  the  direction  of  the  Frendent,  under  tiis 
responsibilities  to  the  American  people,  and  to  those 
who  were  aothorised  to  impeach  and  panish  him  for 
•DT  breadi  of  this  important  trust. 

The  act  of  1616,  establishing  the  Bank  of  the 
TTnrted  States,  directed  the  depoidta  of  pnbUc 
money  to  be  made  In  that  bank  and  its  branches^ 
in  places  in  which  the  said  bai^  and  branches 
thereof  ma;  be  eotablished,  "unless  the  Becretary 
of  the  Treasury  should  otherwise  order  and  direot," 
in  which  eTent,  he  was  required  to  give  his  reasons 
to  CoDgreas.  This  was  but  a  conunuatioo  of  his 
pce'Czisting  powen  aa  the  head  of  an  exeentire 
departmrat,  to  dreet  where  the  dcpoaltB  should 
be  made,  with  the  superadded  obligation  of  giving 
his  reasons  to  Congress  for  making  tbem  elsewhere 
than  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  SUtes  and  its 
branches.  It  is  not  to  be  considered  that  this  pro- 
▼idon  in  any  degree  altered  the  relation  between 
tlie  Seeretary  of  ue  Treasury  and  the  ^ddent,  as 
the  responrible  bead  of  the  ezecntlre  department, 
or  released  the  latter  from  bis  constitutional  obli- 
gation to  "take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  er- 
ccnted."  On  the  contrary,  it  increased  his  reapon- 
■UiUities,  by  adding  another  to  the  long  list  of  laws 
which  it  was  his  duty  to  carry  into  effect. 

It  wonld  be  an  exteaordiury  result,  if^  because 
the  person  chawed  b  j  law  with  a  public  duty  is  one 
of  the  Secretaries,  it  were  less  the  duty  of  the 
Preaident  to  see  tliat  law  faithfully  executed  than 
other  laws  enjoining  duties  upon  subordinate  officers 
or  private  citizens.  If  there  be  any  ^ilbrence,  it 
would  seem  that  the  obUgation  is  the  stronger  in 
velatitHi  to  the  former,  because  the  n^leot  is  In  his 
pfesenee  and  the  remedy  at  hand. 

It  eannol  be  doubted  Halt  it  was  the  legal  duty 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry  to  order  and  direct 
the  deposits  of  the  public  money  to  be  made  else- 
where than  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  when- 
ever sufficient  reasons  existed  formakine  the  change. 

in  such  a  ease,  he  neglected  or  renised  to  act, 
he  wonld  neglect  or  refuse  to  execute  the  law. 
Vbai  would  Chen  be  the  iwom  do^  of  the  Presl- 
deitt?  Could  he  eay  that  ttie  e^msutation  did  not 
bind  him  to  see  the  faiw  foithfully  executed,  because 
ft  was  oao  of  bis  Secretaries,  and  not  himself,  upon 
whom  the  service  was  specially  imposed  T  Might 
be  not  be  asked  whether  there  was  any  such  limita- 
tion to  his  oUigations  prescribed  in  the  constitn- 
tfOB  f—whedier  be  is  not  equally  bound  to  take  eare 
that  the  laws  be  IhiUiftally  ezecnted,  whether  th^ 
Impose  duties  on  the  highest  officer  of  State,  or  the 
lowest  ediMdlnate  in  n&j  <tf  (he  daparttnenta! 


Night  he  not  be  told,  that  it  was  for  the  sole  pur- 
pose of  causing  aD  exeentive  officers,  from  the 
highest  to  the  lowest,  faithfully  to  perform  the  ser- 
vices required  of  them  by  law — that  the  people  of 
the  United  Statea  have  made  him  their  Chief  Uagls- 
trate,  and  the  constitution  has  clothed  him  with  the 
entire  executive  power  of  this  Government  1  The 
piinoipdes  implied  in  these  qnestkms  ai^iear  too 
plain  to  need  elnddatioo. 

But  here,  also,  we  have  a  contemporaneoas  oon- 
struction  of  the  act,  which  shows  mat  it  was  not 
understood  as  in  any  way  chan^g  the  relations 
between  the  President  and  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasu- 
ry, or  as  placing  the  latter  out  of  Eixecutlve  control, 
even  in  rebttion  to  the  depoafti  (tf  the  public 
money.  Nor  on  tUs  m^t  are  we  left  to  any 
equivocal  testimony.  The  documents  of  the  Treas- 
nry Department  snow  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  did  apply  to  the  President,  and  obtained 
his  approbation  and  sanction  to  the  original  trans- 
fer of  the  public  depouts  to  the  present  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  did  carry  the  measure  into 
effect  in  obeihence  to  liis  deciwon.  They  also  show 
that  transfers  of  the  public  deposits  fVom  the 
branches  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  State 
banks,  at  Chillicothe,  Cincinnati,  and  Louisville,  in 
1819,  were  made  with  tbe  approbation  of  the  Preai- 
dent, and  by  his  authority.  Tbey  show,  that  upon 
all  important  questions  appertaining  to  his  depart- 
ment whether  they  related  to  the  public  deposits 
or  other  matten.  It  was  the  constant  iwaetice  of  the 
SeOTetaiy  of  tiie  Treasnry  to  obtain  for  his  acta  the 
approval  and  sanction  of  the  Preddent.  These  acta, 
and  the  principles  on  wluch  tbey  were  founded, 
were  known  to  all  the  departments  of  the  Govern- 
ment, to  Congress,  and  tbe  country  ;  and,  until 
very  recendy,  appear  never  to  have  been  called  in 
qneation. 

Thus  was  it  settled  by  the  ooiisUtnt|on,  tbe  laws, 
and  the  whole  practice  of  the  Government,  that  the 
entire  executive  power  is  vested  la  the  Preddent 
of  the  United  States;  that,  as  Incident  to  that 
power,  the  risht  of  appointing  and  removing 
those  officers  wno  are  to  ud  him  in  the  execution 
of  tbe  laws,  with  such  restrictions  only  aa  tbe  eon- 
stitution  pKscribes,  is  vested  In  the  Preddent; 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  U  one  of  those 
officers;  that  the  custody  of  the  public  property 
and  money  la  an  executive  function,  which,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  money,  has  always  been  exercised 
through  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  his 
subordinates;  that  in  the  performance  of  these 
duties,  he  is  subject  to  the  supervidon  and  control 
of  the  President,  and  in  all  important  measures 
having  relation  to  them  consults  the  Chief  Magis* 
trate,  and  obtains  Us  approval  and  sanction ;  that 
the  law  establishing  the  bank  did  not,  as  it  could 
not,  change  the  relation  betweevthe  Preddent  and 
the  Secretary — did  not  release  the  former  from  his 
obligation  to  aee  the  law  faithfblly  executed,  nor 
the  latter  from  the  Preddentt  aupervision  and  era* 
trol ;  that  afterwards,  and  befiv^  tbe  Secretary 
did  in  fkot  consult  and  obtain  the  sanction  of  the 
President,  to  transfers  and  removals  of  the  public 
depodts ;  and  that  all  departments  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  nation  Itself  approved  or  acquiesced 
in  these  acta  and  minciples,  as  in  strict  confmnity 
iritii  onr  ctHistltattbn  and  laws. 

During  the  last  year,  the  approaching  tendnsi* 
tion,  aocivdhig  to  Uie  i^oviatona  of  its  charter,  and 
the  eolemn  deoid<m  of  tbe  Amerlnan  people,  of  the 
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Banfa  of  the  United  States,  made  it  expedient,  and 
its  exposed  abuses  and  corruptiooa  made  it,  in  mj 
oploion,  the  duty  of  the  Seerctarr  of  the  Treasury, 
to  place  the  moacys  of  the  United  SUtes  in  other 
depodtoriea.  The  Secretary  did  not  concar  in  that 
ojrinlon,  and  declined  Eiring  the  neceasary  or^r 
and  direction.  So  gUnng  were  the  aboaes  and 
eorruptiona  of  the  bank,  bo  evident  its  flxed  pur- 
pose to  perserere  In  them,  aod  iO  palpable  its  de- 
Bign,  by  its  money  and  power,  to  control  the  gov- 
eroment,  and  change  ita  character,  that  I  deemed 
U  the  imperatire  dut^  of  the  ezeouUve  authori- 
ty, by  the  exertion  of  every  power  confided  to  It 
by  the  eonatitaUon  and  kwi,  to  dieck  ita  career, 
and  lessen  its  ability  to  do  mischief,  even  in  the 
painful  alternative  of  diamisdng  the  bead  of  one  of 
the  departments.  At  the  time  the  removal  was 
made,  other  causes  sufficient  to  justify  it  existed ; 
but,  if  they  had  not,  the  Secretary  would  have 
been  Hhml— for  this  cause  only. 

Bis  place  I  Bupidied  by  one  whose  oi^ons  were 
well  known  to  me,  and  whose  frank  expresaions  of 
them,  in  another  rituation,  and  whose  generous 
BacriQces  of  interest  and  feeling,  when  unexpected- 
ly called  to  the  station  he  now  occui»es,  onght 
forever  to  have  shielded  his  motives  ftxim  suspicion, 
and  his  character  from  reproach.  In  accordance 
with  the  opinioos  tong  before  expressed  by  him,  be 
proceeded,  with  my  sanction,  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  depodting  the  nuHieyi  of  the  United 
States  in  other  safe  institutions. 

The  resoluUon  of  the  Senate,  as  orij^nany  ftamed, 
and  as  passed,  if  it  refers  to  these  acts,  pre-supposes 
a  right  in  that  body  to  interfere  with  this  exercise 
of  executive  power.  If  the  principle  be  once  ad- 
mitted, it  is  not  difBcuIt  to  perceive  where  it  may 
end.  Jft  ^7  ^  mere  denunciatioa  like  this  resolu- 
tion, the  President  should  ever  be  induced  to  act, 
in  a  matter  of  official  duty,  contrary  to  the  honest 
convictions  of  his  own  mind.  In  compliance  with 
the  wishes  of  the  Senate,  the  constitutional  Inde- 
pendence of  the  ezecative  department  would  be  as 
efibctually  destroyed,  and  its  power  aa  efbctually 
transferred  to  the  Senate,  as  if  that  end  bad  been 
accomi^islied  by  an  amendment  of  the  constitution. 
Bot,  if  the  Senate  have  a  right  to  Interfere  with 
the  executive  powers,  they  have  also  the  right  to 
make  that  interference  effective  ;  and  if  the  aasei^ 
tion  of  the  power  implied  in  the  resolution  be 
rflenUy  acquiesced  in,  we  may  reasonably  appre- 
hend that  it  will  be  followed,  at  some  future  day, 
by  an  attempt  at  actual  enforcement.  The  Senate 
may  refuse,  except  on  the  condition  that  he  will 
surrender  his  Ofanions  to  theirs  and  obey  their  will, 
to  perform  their  own  constitutional  ftinctiooa ; 
to  pass  the  necessary  laws ;  to  sanction  appro- 
priations proposed  by  the  House  of  Represent- 
aUrea ;  and  to  confirm  proper  nominations  made 
by  the  President.  It  has  already  been  main- 
tuned  (and  it  is  not  conceivable  that  the  resolution 
of  the  Senate  can  be  based  on  any  other  principle) 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  the  officer  of 
Confess,  aod  independent  of  the  President ;  that 
the  Prerident  has  no  ri(^t  to  control  him,  and  con- 
sequently none  to  remove  falm.  With  the  same 
propriety,  and  on  dmllar  grounds,  may  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  the  Secretaries  of  War  and  the  Ifavy, 
and  the  Postmaster  General,  each  in  succession,  be 
declared  independent  of  the  President,  the  subor- 
dinates of  Congress,  and  removable  only  with  the 
coneonence  of  the  Senate.  Followed  to  Its  eonie 
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quences  this  principle  will  be  found  effectually  to  de- 
stroy one  co-ordinate  department  of  the  Government, 
to  concentrate  in  the  hands  of  the  Senate  the  whole 
executive  power,  and  to  leave  the  Prc^dent  as  pow- 
erless as  he  would  be  useless — 4he  shadow  of  au- 
thority, «Aer  the  substance  had  deperted. 

The  time  and  the  occasion  which  have  called 
forth  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  seem  to  Impose 
upon  me  an  additional  obligation  not  to  paaa  it  over 
in  silence.  Nearly  forty-five  years  had  the  Preri- 
dent  exercised,  without  a  question  as  to  his  right- 
ful authority,  those  powers  for  the  recent  assump- 
tion of  which  he  Is  now  denoonoed,  Thevinimtudes 
of  peace  aod  war  had  attended  onr  GoTemmeut; 
violent  parties,  watchful  to  take  advantage  of  any 
seeming  usurpation  on  the  part  of  the  Executive, 
had  distracted  our  counsels ;  frequent  removals,  or  . 
forced  resignations^  in  every  sense  tantamount  to 
removals,  bad  been  made  of  the  Secretary  and 
other  offloers  of  tiie  Treasury  ;  and  yet  in  no' one 
instance  is  it  known,  that  any  man,  whether  patriot 
or  partisan,  bad  raised  his  voice  against  it  aa  a 
violation  of  the  eonatitntion.  The  ezpedieoey  and 
justice  of  such  changes,  in  reference  to  public 
officers  of  all  grades,  have  frequentiy  been  the  top- 
ics of  discttssioo;  but  the  constitutional  right  of 
the  Preddent  to  applet,  control,  and  remove  the 
head  of  die  Treamiry,  u  well  aa  all  other  depart- 
menta,  seems  to  have  been  oniversally  ccmoedet). 
And  what  Is  the  oecarioo  upon  which  other  prin- 
ciples have  been  first  officially  aaserted.  The  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  a  great  moneyed  monopoly, 
bad  attempted  to  obtun  a  renewal  of  its  charter, 
by  oontroUbg  the  elections  of  the  people  and  the 
action  of  the  Goverameot.  The  use  of  its  oorpo- 
rate  fhnds  and  power  in  that  attempt  waa  folly  die- 
closed  ;  and  it  made  known  to  the  President  that 
the  corporation  was  putting  in  train  tiie  same 
course  of  measures,  with  the  view  of  in«Hpg 
another  vigorous  effort,  through  an  interference  ia 
the  elections  of  the  peo[de,  to  control  public  ofln- 
ion  and  force  the  Government  to  yield  to  ita  de> 
mands.  This,  with  it*  oorrapdon  m  the  prea^  Ite 
violation  of  Its  charter,  ita  exclusion  of  the  Govern- 
ment directors  from  ita  proceedings,  its  neglect  of 
duty,  and  arrogant  pretenriona,  made  it,  in  the 
o[»nion  of  the  President,  incompatible  with  tb« 
public  interest  and  the  safety  of  our  institutions, 
that  it  should  be  longer  employed  as  the  fiscal 
agent  of  the  Tieanry.  A  SeeraUn  of  the  Treas- 
ury, app<4nted  In  the  recess  of  the  Sot^  who  had 
not  been  confirmed  by  that  body  and  whom  the 
President  might  or  might  not  at  his  pleasure  nom- 
Inate  to  them,  refused  to  do  what  his  ai^Mrior  in 
the  executive  department  conndered  the  most  im- 
perative of  his  duties,  and  became  in  &ct,  how- 
ever iDQOcent  his  motives,  the  protector  of  the  beak. 
And  on  this  occarion  It  is  diwoveied  for  the  flnt 
time,  that  those  who  framed  the  constitution  mlo- 
understood  it ;  that  the  first  Congress  and  all  ita 
successors  have  been  under  a  duurion ;  that  the 
practice  of  near  forty  •five  years  is  but  a  continued 
usurpation ;  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuy  ia 
not  responiible  to  tiie  Pr^d^t ;  and  that  to  le- 
move  him  Is  a  violation  of  the  oonstitntioa  and 
laws,  for  which  the  Frerident  deservM  to  stud  for- 
ever dishonored  on  the  Journals  of  the  Senate. 

There  are  also  some  other  circnmstanoes  con- 
nected with  the  discussion  and  passage  of  the  reso- 
lution, to  which  I  feel  it  to  bo,  not  only  my  right, 
bnt  my  duty,  to  refer.   It  appean  by  tiie  Joatoal 
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of  the  Senate,  that  among  the  twenty-nx  Senators 
who  Toted  for  the  resoluUoa  oo  its  final  passage, 
and  who  had  supported  it  in  debate,  in  its  original 
from,  were  one  of  the  Senators  iVom  the  State  of 
If^ne,  the  two  Senators  firom  New  Jersey,  and  one 
of  the  Senators  from  Ohio.  It  also  appears  by  the 
same  Journal,  and  by  the  flies  of  the  Senate,  that 
the  legislatursfl  of  these  States  had  severally  ex- 
preaeed  tbdr  opinions  ia  respect  to  the  Execudre 
jpmwedii^  drawn  in  qoHtiui  be&re  the  Senate. 

The  two  brandiea  of  tlie  legldatnre  of  the  State 
of  Utiae,  on  the  25th  of  Jannftiy,  1884^  pissed  a 
preamble  and  series  of  resalotiras  In  the  following 
words: 

[Her«  follows  aztmcts  from  the  lagUattT*  Joumala  of  Uie 
.three  BUtas  referred  to,  approrlng  the  PreeldenVs  eondaet 
In  lenuyvliig  the  depoilts,  end  instmetlag  theli  Beoaton  to 
Kutain  that  act  of  the  Frealdent] 

It  is  thos  seen  that  four  Senators  hare  declared, 
by  their  votes,  that  the  President,  in  the  late  execu- 
tiTO  jHvceedings  in  relation  to  the  revenue,  bad 
been  gnOty  of  the  impeachable  offence  of  "  assnm- 
ing  npon  Umself  aitth<»fty  and  power  not  conferred 
by  the  constitttdoa  and  bws,  bnt  In  derogation  of 
both,"  whilst  the  legialatures  of  thur  respective 
States  had  deliberatdy  apwoved  those  very  pro- 
ceedlnKS,  as  condstent  with  the  oonstitation,  and 
demanded  by  Uie  public  good.  If  these  four  votes 
had  been  nven  In  accoroance  iritb  the  sentiments 
of  the  l^^tores,  as  above  expressed,  there  would 
hare  beoi  bnt  twenty-two  votes  oat  of  forty-fdx  for 
osnsoring  the  Preddent,  and  the  anprecedented 
record  of  his  conviction  could  nothave  Men  placed 
npon  the  Journals  of  the  Senate. 

In  thus  referring  to  l^e  resolutlona  and  instme- 
tions  of  the  State  updatnres,  I  disclaim  sod  repu- 
diate all  anthority  or  derign  to  interCm  irlth  the 
nnoniDbllity  due  flnm  members  of  the  Senate  to 
thur  own  cimsfdenoas,  their  constituents,  and  their 
country.  The  fiicts  now  stated  belong  to  the  history 
of  these  proceedings,  and  are  important  to  the  Just 
development  of  the  principles  and  interests  involv- 
ed in  them,  as  well  as  to  the  proper  vindication  of 
die  executive  department ;  and  with  that  view,  and 
tiiat  view  only,  are  they  here  made  the  toi»c  of  re- 
marie 

Hie  dangerous  tendency  of  the  doctrine  which 
denies  to  the  President  the  power  of  supervising, 
diiectinff,  and  removing  the  Secretary  of  me  Tress- 
nry,  in  Uke  manner  with  the  other  executive  officers, 
would  soon  be  manifeat  in  practice,  were  the  doctrine 
to  be  established.  The  President  is  the  direct  repre- 
sentatiTe  of  tlie  Americaii  peopte,  bot  the  Secretaries 
are  not.   If  the  Secretary  of^the  Treaniry  be  inde- 

Emdent  of  the  Pre^dent  in  the  execution  of  the 
ws,  then  is  there  no  direct  ren>onability  to  the 
people  in  that  important  branch  of  this  Government 
to  which  is  comnutted  the  care  of  the  national 
finances.  And  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  State^  or  any  other  eorporatfon,  body  of 
men,  or  ladiridusls,  if  a  Secretary  shall  be  foond  to 
accord  with  them  in  o^rfnion,  or  can  be  induced  in 
practice  to  promote  their  views,  to  control,  through 
him,  the  whole  action  of  the  Government,  (so  fkr  as 
it  is  exercised  by  his  department,)  in  defiance  of  the 
Ctilef  Magistrate  elected  by  the  people  and  respon- 
liUe  to  ttuam. 

Bat  the  avU  tflnden»  of  the  partiealar  doctrine 
adverted  to,  thoni^  sumdendy  serioos,  wonM  be  as 
no  thing,  in  comparison  with  the  pemicioos  conse- 


quences which  would  inevitably  flow  iVom  the  ap- 
probation and  allowance  by  ttie  people,  and  the 
practice  by  the  Senate,  of  the  nnconstitnttonal 
power  of  arraigning  and  eensnring  the  official  con- 
duct of  the  Executive,  in  the  manner  recently  pur- 
sued. Such  proceeding  are  eminently  calculated 
to  unsettle  the  foundations  of  the  Government,  to 
disturb  the  harmonious  action  of  Its  different  de- 
partments, and  to  break  down  tiie  checks  and  bal- 
ances by  which  the  wisdom  of  Its  framers  sought  to 
ensure  its  stability  and  usefidnees. 

The  honest  differences  of  opinion  which  occasion- 
ally exist  between  the  Senate  and  the  President,  in 
regard  to  matters  in  which  both  are  obliged  to 
participate,  are  sufficiendy  embarrasdng.  But,  if 
the  course  receatiy  adopted  by  the  Senate  uuU 
harMfter  be  frequently  punoed,  it  is  not  only  ob- 
vions  tliat  the  hannony  of  Ae  rehtiooa  between 
the  Pt«8ident  and  the  Senate  will  be  destroyed,  but 
that  other  and  graver  effects  will  ultimately  ensue. 
If  the  censures  of  the  Senate  be  submitted  to  by 
the  President,  the  confidence  of  the  people  in  his 
ability  and  virtue,  and  the  character  and  usefulness 
of  his  a^idniiitration  will  agcm  be  at  an  end,  and  the 
real  power  of  the  Government  wiU  Ml  into  the 
hands  of  a  body  holding  their  offices  for  long  termfl, 
not  elected  by  the  peo[de,  and  not  to  them  directiy 
responsible.  li^  on  the  other  hand,  the  illegal  cen- 
sures of  the  Senate  should  be  resisted  by  the  Presi- 
dent, coUiatons  and  an^ry  controversies  might  en- 
sue, discreditatde  In  their  progress,  and,  in  the  end, 
compelling  the  people  to  adopt  the  ooncludon, 
either  that  their  Chief  Magistrate  was  unworthy  of 
their  respect,  or  that  the  Senate  was  chargeable  with 
calumny  and  injustice.  Either  of  these  results  would 
impair  public  confidence  In  the  perfection  of  the 
system,  and  lead  to  serious  alteratims  of  its  frame 
worit,  or  to  the  practical  at>andonmea(  of  some  of 
its  provisions. 

The  influence  of  such  proceedings  on  the  other 
departments  of  the  Government,  and  more  especial- 
ly on  the  States,  could  not  fail  to  be  extea«vely 
pernicious,  When  the  Judges,  In  the  last  resort  oi 
official  ndscondnct,  themselves  overleap  tiie  bounds 
of  their  authority,  as  prescribed  by  the  constitution, 
what  general  disregard  of  its  provisions  might  not 
thdr  example  be  expected  to  produce?  And  who 
does  not  perceive  that  such  contempt  of  the  Federal 
constitution,  by  one  of  its  most  important  depart- 
ments, would  hold  out  the  strongest  temptation  to 
resistance  on  the  part  of  the  State  sovereignties, 
whenever  they  sh^l  suppose  their  just  rights  to 
have  been  invaded?  Thus,  all  the  independent 
departments  of  the  GoTemmeat,  and  the  States 
wuch  compose  onr  confMerated  Union,  instead  of 
attending  to  their  appropriate  duties,  and  leaving 
those  who  may  offend  to  be  reclaimed  or  punished 
in  the  manner  pointed  oat  In  the  constitution,  would 
fall  to  mutual  crimination  and  recrimination,  and 
^ve  to  the  people  confusion  and  anarchy,  instead 
of  order  and  law,  nndl  at  length  some  form  of  aris- 
tceratio  power  would  be  estamished  on  the  mins  of 
the  constitution,  or  Uie  States  be  broken  into 
sepuate  communities. 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  chai^,  or  to  insinuate,  that 
the  present  Senate  of  the  United  States  intend,  in 
the  most  distant  way,  to  encourage  such  a  result. 
It  is  not  of  tbeir  motives  or  designs,  but  only  of  the 
tendewy  of  tbdr  acts,  that  it  is  my  duty  to  speak. 
It  is,  if  possible,  to  make  Senators  themselTes 
sendbie  of  the  duger  wUch  lutks  under  the  pre- 
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oedsnt  set  In  their  resohiUoQ,  tad,  at  anj  nte,  to 
perform  mj  dntj  m  the  teipondble  head  of  one  of 
the  coequal  depftrtmeDta  of  the  OoTemment,  that 
I  bare  beea  compelled  to  point  out  the  conBequences 
to  which  the  diicasaiOD  and  paaaage  of  the  res- 
olntioQ  maj  lead,  if  the  tendency  <tf  the  meuora  be 
not  checked  io  its  Inception. 

It  is  doe  to  Ui«  Ugh  trust  'titb  which  I  haTO  twen 
charged;  to  those  who  may  be  called  to  sncceed 
me  in  it ;  to  the  representativea  of  the  people,  whose 
constituUonal  prerogative  has  been  unlawfully  as- 
sumed; to  the  people  and  to  the  States;  and  to 
the  constitution  they  hare  established,  that  I 
should  not  pennit  its  prorisioBi  to  be  broken  down 
by  such  an  attack  on  the  execatire  department, 
without  at  least  soma  effort  "  to  preserve,  pro- 
teot,  and  defend"  them.  With  this  view,  and  for 
the  reasons  which  hare  been  stated,  I  do  hereby 
80LIUNLT  FROTxn  against  the  aforementioned  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Senate,  as  unauthorized  by  the  con- 
stituUon ;  contrary  to  its  spirit  and  to  several  of  its 
express  proviuona;  subversive  of  that  distribution 
of  the  powers  of  Oovernment  which  it  has  ordained 
and  esublisfaed;  destructive  of  the  checks  and 
safeguards  by  which  those  powers  were  intended, 
on  the  one  huid,  to  be  controlled,  and,  on  the  other, 
to  be  protected,  and  calculated,  by  their  Immediate 
and  collateral  effects,  by  their  character  and  ten- 
dency, to  concentrate  In  the  hands  of  a  body  not 
directiy  amenable  to  the  people,  a  dcjme  of  influ- 
ence and  power  dangerans  to  tbrir  ubniies,  and 
btal  to  the  consdtatlou  of  their  ehotoe. 

The  resolution  of  Uie  Senate  contains -an  Imputa- 
tion upon  my  private  as  weU  as  upon  my  public 
character;  and  as  it  must  stand  forever  on  thdr 
Journals,  I  cannot  close  this  aubstitute  for  that 
defence  which  I  have  not  been  allowed  to  present 
in  the  ordinary  form,  wUhoat  remarUng,  that  I 
have  Hved  In  vain,  If  it  be  necessary  to  enter  bto  a 
forfoal  Tindioation  of  my  character  and  purposes 
from  such  an  imputation.  In  vain  do  I  bear  npon 
my  person,  enduring  monorials  of  tliat  contest  In 
which  American  liberty  was  purchased ;  in  vain  hare 
I  since  perilled  property,  ftine,  and  life,  in  defence 
of  the  rights  and  privueges  so  dearly  bought;  in 
vain  am  I  now,  without  a  personal  aspiration,  or 
the  hope  of  IndlTidnal  advantage,  encountering  re- 
sponubllides  and  dangers,  from  which,  by  mere  in- 
activity in  relation  to  a  taof^e  point,  I  might  have 
been  exempt — if  any  serious  doubts  can  be  entei^ 
tained  as  to  the  purity  of  my  purposes  and  motives. 
If  I  had  been  ambitious,  I  should  have  sought  an 
alliance  with  that  powerful  institution,  which  even 
now  aspires  to  no  divided  empire.  If  I  had  been 
venal,  I  should  have  sold  mysdf  to  its  deigns. 
Had  I  preferred  personal  comfort  and  official  ease 
to  the  performance  of  my  arduous  duty,  I  should 
have  ceased  to  molest  it.  In  the  history  of  con- 
qncrors  and  usurpera,  never,  in  the  fire  of  youth, 
nor  la  the  vigor  of  manhood,  could  I  find  an  attrac- 
tion to  lore  me  from  the  path  of  duty ;  and  now, 
I  shall  scareefy  find  an  Indneement  to  eommenoe 
the  career  of  ambition,  when  gray  hairs  and  a  de- 
caying frame,  instead  of  inviting  to  toil  and  battle, 
call  me  to  the  contemplation  of  other  worids,  where 
conquerors  cease  to  dc  honored,  and  usurpers  ex- 
piate their  crimes.  The  only  ambition  I  can  feel, 
is  to  acquit  myself  to  Him  to  whom  I  must  soon 
render  an  aocoant  of  my  stewardship,  to  eerre  my 
fcllow-mcn,  and  lire  respected  and  honored  in  tlw 
hisUffy  of  my  country.  Ko ;  the  ambldoQ  which 


leads  me  on,  is  an  anxious  de^  and  a  fixed  deter- 
mination, to  return  to  the  people,  unimpaired,  the 
sacred  trust  they  have  confided  to  my  chai^e—to 
heal  the  wounds  of  the  constitution  and  {Reserve  it 
from  further  violation ;  to  persuade  my  countrymen, 
so  fkr  as  I  may,  that  it  is  not  in  a  splendid  Oovern- 
ment, supported  by  powerful  monopolies  and  aria* 
tocratical  eaUbUshmmts,  that  they  win  find  hanil- 
ness,  or  thdr  liberties  juoteetioo,  but  hi  a  pMa 
system,  void  of  pomfH-^irotecting  all,  and  granting 
forors  to  none — Aqwnring  its  blessings  Uke  the 
dews  of  heaven,  unseen  and  nnfelt,  save  in  the 
freshness  and  beauty  they  contribute  to  produce. 
It  is  such  a  government  that  the  genius  of  our 
peoide  requires— such  a  one  only  under  which  oar 
States  may  remain  for  ages  to  come,  united,  proa- 

Erous,  and  free.  If  the  Almighty  being  who  baa 
Lherto  sustained  and  protected  me,  will  but  vouch* 
safe  to  make  my  foeble  powers  instrumental  to  such 
a  result,  I  shall  anticipate  with  pleasure  the  place 
to  be  assigned  me  In  the  history  of  my  country, 
and  die  contented  with  the  belief,  that  I  have  con- 
tributed In  some  small  degree,  to  increase  the 
value  and  prolong  the  duration  of  American  liberty. 
'  To  the  end  that  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  may 
not  be  hereafter  drawn  into  precedent,  with  the 
authority  of  ulent  acquiescence  on  the  part  of  the 
executive  department ;  and  to  the  end,  also,  that 
my  motives  and  views  in  the  executive  proceeding 
denounced  in  that  resolution  may  be  known  to  mv 
feUow-dtisens,  to  the  worid,  and  to  all  posterity,  I 
respectfully  request  that  this  measi^  Ktd  protest 
may  be  entered  at  length  on  the  Journals  of  the 
Senate. 

ANDBEW  JACKSOK. 

April  16tk,  1B84. 

Hie  ICessage  htniDg  been  read- 
Mr.  PounnzTBB  B^d:  I  do  not  rise,  Mr. 

President,  to  discuss  at  this  time  the  TarlAns 
topics  which  are  touched  in  the  very  extraor- 
dinary paper  which  has  been  jast  read  to  the 
Senate;  nor,  indeed,  will  I  give  utterance  to 
those  feelings  of  iadignaUon  which  sach  a  .pfr- 
per,  coming  from  sach  a  sonroe,  is  so  well  cal- 
cnl&ted  to  excite  in  the  bosoin  of  every  honor- 
able member  of  this  body,  and  of  every  patriotio 
citizen  in  the  country.  Leaving  these  matters 
for  fhtore  discosciGn  on  a  more  suitable  ooca- 
sion,  my  pni^Me  is  at  present  to  enter  my  sol- 
emn  protest  agtunst  the  rao^tion  of  tUs  p^ter, 
and  to  submit  a  motiim  that  it  be  not  reorived. 
Sir,  I  sbonld  be  disposed  to  go  as  flv  as  »Bf 
honorable  Senator  on  Oils  floor  in  p^ng  doe 
respect  to  every  execntive  commonication  to 
the  Senate,  coming  within  the  constitutional 
range  of  execntive  power.  Bat  when  the  Chief 
Magistrate  shall  think  fit  to  depart  from  his 
constitntional  sphere,  and,  ander  color  of  his 
official  duties,  attempt  to  make  this  body  the  oon- 
dnit  of  his  popular  appeals  to  the  people,  fulmi- 
nating, I  wUI  not  say  calamnies,  bat  the  most  un- 
foanded  charges  against  the  body  ttiroagh  which 
be  proposes  to  promulgate  his  appeal,  I,  for  one, 
feel  bonnd  to  resist  him  in  such  a  course.  Be- 
ferring  to  the  resolution  introdnoed  ^  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Kentneky,  Qtr.  Out,) 
the  President  says  that  it  is  "  both  novel  ana 
nnpreoedented."  If  It  be  so,  I  riionld  be 
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to  know  what  appellation  oacbt  to  be  given  to 
tius  extraordinary  paper  I  Has  it  any  parallel 
In  the  past  politioal  history  (tf  the  ooonti?  t 
Bt^  I  venture  the  dedara^,  that  there  is  not 
on  record  any  act  of  the  predecessors  of  the 
present  Ohief  Ua^strate  bearing  the  slightest 
resemblance  to  this  outrage  on  t2ie  ^gnily  o£ 
the  Senate^  and  the  constitational  fon^ons  of 
the  Executive  Department  of  the  Government. 
It  may  well  be  characterized  as  "  both  novel 
•nd  aaprecedented."  No  such  paper  was  ever 
presented  to  either  Hoase  of  Congress,  none 
sach  is  to  be  found  on  tbe  joum^  of  our  pro- 
ceedings, as  the  one  sent  to  us  this  morning, 
nnder  the  guise  of  official  authority,  fivm  the 
fouidaticHi  of  the  Government  down  to  the 
present  momoit.  I  will  not  dignify  tbis 
paper  by  considering  it  in  the  light  or  an  exeo- 
utive  measage ;  it  Is  no  snoh  thing.  I  regard  it 
rimply  as  a  paper  with  the  ngnatnre  of  ^drew 
JaoEson,  and^  should  the  Senate  refase  to  re- 
ceive it,  it  will  not  be  the  first  paper  with  the 
same  signature  which  has  been  refused  a  hear^ 
ing  in  this  body,  on  the  ground  of  the  abusive 
and  vituperative  language  which  it  contained. 
It  will  be  recollected,  that  a  protest  similar  in 
its  character,  couched  in  terms  grossly  disre- 
spectful to  me  Senate,  was  presented,  some- 
where about  the  year  1819,  from  the  same  in- 
dividual, and  such  was  its  exceptionable  char- 
acter, tiut  his  own  firieuds  became  ashamed  of 
it  It  was  ot{jected  to,  rejected,  and  sent  ba<^ 
for  modification,  so  as  to  render  it  respeotfal  to 
the  body  to  WMch  it  was  presented.  The  of- 
fenrive  passages  were  stricken  out,  and,  thus 
modified,  it  was  presented  and  received  at  the 
next  session  of  Congress.  This  effort  to  de- 
nounce and  overawe  the  deliberations  of  the 
Senate  may  properly  be  regarded  as  cappiug 
the  climax  of^ that  systematic  plan  of  operations 
which  for  several  years  past  has  been  in  pro> 
gresB,  designed  to  bring  this  body  into  disrepute 
among  the  people,  and  thereby  remove  tbe  only 
existing  barrier  to  the  arbitnuy  encroachments 
and  usurpations  of  executive  power.  Destroy 
pnbUo  oonfldenea  in  the  Senate,  which  now 
stands^  thank  Qod,  nnmoved,  betwem  the  Ohief 
Maipstrate  and  tiie  people,  and  tyranny,  in  its 
worst  forms,  would  very  soon  overshadow  the 
laud,  and  rule  with  an  iron  hand  the  destinies 
of  the  American  people.  The  Senate,  by  its 
pecnliar  organization,  is  well  calculated  to  pre- 
serve and  perpetoate  the  great  fundamental 
principles  of  public  liberty  to  tiie  latest  poster- 
ity. Kemoved  from  popular  impulses  which 
sometimes  arise  in  the  convulsions  incident  to 
freedom  of  opinion,  and  of  discossions  of  great 
political  questions,  it  may  look  with  calmness 
on  the  misguided  multitude,  misled  by  some 
popular  demag(^e,  and  thereby  save  the  State 
frcan  the  deleterious  consequences  of  errors 
which  are  the  inevitable  result  of  passion  or 
precipitation.  It  is  an  integral  part  of  the  ex- 
ecntive  power,  and,  while  it  remains  firm  in  its 
devotion  to  the  oonatitntion  and  the  laws,  nn- 
oorrapted  by  the  temptatiouB  of  offloe  and  emol- 
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ument,  no  Chief  Ifagistrate,  whatever  may  be 
his  reckless  ambition,  can  suocesrfblly  move 
beyond  the  bounds  of  his  legitimate  powers,  and 
ride  over  the  liberties  of  the  pec^e.  Hence  tiie 
imtiring  and  anxious  solicitude  so  (rften  mani- 
fested to  bring  this  body,  thns  constituted,  into 
disgrace  among  the  people.  If  there  existed  at 
this  moment  no  such  conservative  body  as  the 
Senate,  power  would  march  onward  to  the  cli- 
max of  despotism.  The  republic  might  indeed 
exist,  nominally,  but  in  practice  we  should  be 
bound  to  the  car  of  some  imperial  dictator. 

There  does  not  appear  to  bo  a  disposition  in 
the  House  at  the  other  end  of  this  building,  to 
arrest  the  inroads  of  arbitrary  power;  there 
tho  edicts  of  the  Executive  are  registered,  and 
his  acts  are  defended  by  the  force  of  party  dis- 
cipline, regardless  of  tiieir  injurious  effects  on 
the  great  interests  of  tiie  country — and  I  repMt 
the  question.  What  would  be  the  condition  of 
the  country  but  for  the  salutary  intervention 
of  that  Senate  which  has  become  the  object  of 
Executive  vengeance,  and  which  he  now  seeks 
to  destroy  by  deumiciations  and  appeals  to  the 
sympathies  of  the  people,  founded  ou  his  past 
services  and  jwrsonal  popularity  t  Sir,  is  there 
a  single  power  granted  iu  the  constitution  which 
the  President  has  not  assnmed  and  exercised  9 
I  know  of  none,  except  that  he  has  not,  as  yet, 
followed  the  example  of  one  of  the  kings  of 
England,  and  taken  his  seat  among  the  Judges 
to  ccmtrol  thdr  Jn^cial  deciaions.  This  seems 
to  be  the  only  power  which  the  Presidmt  has 
not  grasped,  to  complete  the  overthrow  oi  all 
the  other  de];)artments  of  the  Government.  By  ' 
the  frequent  and  unlimited  exercise  of  the  veto 
power,  be  has  concentrated  in  himself  the  entire 
legialative  authority  of  the  country.  "We  may: 
it  is  true,  overrule  his  veto,  by  a  m^'ority  of 
two-thirds  in  both  Houses  of  Congress;  but 
who  is  there  among  us,  with  the  Blue  Book  iu 
his  hand,  exhibiting  the  immense  patronage  of 
the  Chi^  Magistrate,  combined  with  the  weight 
of  his  personal  influence,  that  does  not  see  and 
feel  the  imposdbility  dt  obtaining  a  union  of 
opinion  of  two-thirds  of  Congress  agunst  any 
measure  wlucfa  has  the  sanction  of  the  Presi- 
dent ?  gnch  a  triumph  never  has  and  never 
will  occur  in  the  legislative  history  of  the  coun- 
try. He  has  declared  his  intention  of  applying 
this  tremendous  veto  power  to  every  bill  whi<m 
does  not  meet  his  approbation ;  or  in  other 
words,  he  will  apply  it  to  any  bill  against  which 
he  would  record  his  vote  as  a  member  of  either 
House  of  Congress.  What,  then,  becomes  of 
the  legislative  power  of  Congress?  We  are 
reduc^  to  the  condition  of  mere  drudges,  and 
the  only  dutjr  which  we  can  perform,  is  to  pre- 
pare bills,  discuss  and  amend  them,  and  adapt 
them,  as  far  as  we  can,  to  the  public  good,  uid, 
after  passing  them,  they  must  be  sent  to  the 
imperial  head,  and  be  will  tell  us  whether  they 
shall  be  enacted  into  laws  or  not.  He  might 
as  well  dispense  with  tbe  legislature  fdtogether, 
and  call  la  the  aid  of  the  juc^  of  the  Supreme 
Court  ud  the  Attom^-General  to  prepare  such 
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Irills  as  may  anit  his  views,  in  techoieal  laiigoage, 
uid  then  issue  his  proclamation  declaring  that 
sach  and  snch  laws  had  been  incorporated  m  the 
statute  book.  Under  the  free  use  of  the  veto 
power,  now  for  the  first  time  introduced  into 
practice  hy  the  President,  the  legislative  power 
of  the  Union  haa  dwindled  into  a  mere  mock- 
ery ;  the  poirer,  it  is  true,  is  qualified  in  the 
conatittition,  and  maj  be  controlled  hj  two- 
thirds  of  OoDgress,  but,  in  practice,  it  amounts 
to  an  absolute  veto.  He  has  the  power  of  ap- 
pointment and  ronoval  from  office,  and  thereby 
becomee  the  fcnintain  of  honor,  tme  of  Hie  high 
attributes  of  the  British  monarch,  from  whose 
dominion  we  had  reacned  onrselves  by  the  war 
of  the  revolution,  in  asserting  and  muntaining 
the  liberty  and  independence  of  t^ese  States ; 
he  is  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  and  navy, 
and,  by  'an  assumption  of  power  not  delegated 
in  the  constitution  and  the  laws,  he  has  effaced 
the  broad  line,  wisely  drawn  between  the  power 
which  wields  the  phy«ical  force  of  the  country 
and  the  National  Treasury,  for  the  obvious  rea- 
son that  these  powers,  separated,  can  never  be 
dangerous  to  liberty,  while  a  combination  of 
tiienij  in  the  same  hand^Js  the  v«7  definition 
of  aulituy  de^olaran.  Thna  the  Chief  Uagis- 
trate  arrogates  to  himself^  in  the  last  resort,  the 
le^slative  anthority  of  the  nation ;  he  is  Traced 
by  the  constitution  at  the  head  of  the  military 
forces  and  the  militia  of  the  several  States, 
when  called  into  actual  service ;  he  is  the  foun- 
t^n  of  honor,  and  may  distribute  offices  and 
rewards  at  his  own  good  will  and  pleasure ;  he 
has  seized  the  puMio  parse,  by  indirection, 
which  is  placed  by  the  constitution  in  the  hands 
<tf  the  representatives  of  the  people  of  the  States, 
and,  I  ask,  what  power  remains  unappropriated 
to  the  executive  will,  which  is  worth  speaking 
of,  or  worth  contending  for  t 

Mqtut^fing  Retolution — Kotiee  of  intmded  Mo- 
timf  to  Ei^nae  from  ike  JournaU  the  Sen- 
tence <if  Condemnation  againat  I*re$ident 
Jackson. 

Mr.  Benton  add  that  the  public  mind  was 
now  to  be  occupied  with  a  question  of  the  very 
first  moment  and  importance,  and  identical  in 
all  its  features  with  the  great  question  Rowing 
out  of  the  famous  resolutions  of  the  English 
Honse  of  Commons  in  the  case  of  the  Middle- 
sex election  in  the  year  1768,  and  which  en- 
grossed the  attention  of  the  British  empire  for 
foorteen  years  before  it  was  settied.  That 
question  was  one  in  which  the  House  of  Oom- 
mona  was  judged  and  condemned,  for  adopting 
a  resolntion  which  was  held  by  the  sabjects  <xt 
the  British  crown  to  be  a  violation  of  their 
constitution,  and  a  subversion  of  the  rights  of 
Englishmen :  the  t^neation  now  before  the  Sen- 
ate, and  which  will  go  before  the  American 
people,  grows  out  of  a  resolution  in  which  he 
Qte.  B.)  believed  that  the  constitution  had 
been  violated — the  privileges  of  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives  invaded — and  the  ri^ta  of  an 
Amerioon  (dtiien,  in  the  pweon  of  the^«rid«it) 
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subverted.  Hie  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  after  fourteen  years  of  anbasl  mo- 
tions, was  en>unsed  from  the  Journal  of  the 
House ;  and  he  pledged  himself  to  the  Ameri- 
can people  to  commence  a  similar  series  of  mo- 
tions with  respect  to  this  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
ate. He  had  made  up  his  mind  to  do  so  with- 
out consultation  with  any  human  being,  and 
without  deigning  to  calculate  the  chances  or 
the  time  of  snccess.  He  rested  under  the  firm 
conviction  that  the  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
which  had  drawn  from  the  President  the  caliDj 
temperate,  and  dignified  protest  whidt  had 
been  read  at  the  table,  was  a  resolution  which 
ought  to  be  ezpnnged  from  the  Jonnial  of  the 
Senate ;  and  if  any  thing  was  necessary  to  stim- 
ulate his  sense  of  doty  in  making  a  motion  to 
that  e^eet,  and  in  enconraging  others  after  he 
was  gone,  in  foDowing  up  that  motion  to  suc- 
cess, it  would  be  found  in  the  history  and  ter- 
mination of  the  similar  motion  which  was 
made  in  tiie  English  House  of  Commons  to 
which  he  had  referred.  That  motion  was  re- 
newed for  fourterai  years — fit)m  J768  to  1T82 — 
before  it  was  sncceasfnl.  For  the  first  seven 
years,  the  lofty  and  indignant  minority  did  not 
oondesoraid  to  reply  to  the  motion.  They  aunk 
it  under  a  dead  vote  as  often  as  presented.  The 
second  seven  years  they  replied ;  and  at  the  end 
of  the  term,  and  on  the  assembling  of  a  new 
Parliament,  the  veteran  motion  was  carried  by 
more  than  two  to  one ;  and  the  gratifying  spec- 
tacle' was  beheld  of  a  public  expurgation,  in  the 
face  of  the  assonbled  Commons  of  England,  of 
the  obnoxious  resolution  from  the  Journal  of 
the  House.  The  elections  in  England  were 
septennial,  and  it  took  two  terms  of  seven 
years,  or  two  general  elections,  to  bring  the 
sense  of  the  kii^dom  to  bear  npon  their  repre- 
sentatives. The  eleeti(His  of  the  Senate  were 
sexennial,  with  Intercalary  exits  and  entrances, 
and  it  m^^ht  take  a  less,  or  a  longer  period,  he 
would  not  presume  to  say  which,  to  bring  the 
sense  of  tiie  American  people  to  bear  upon  an 
act  <tf  the  American  Senate.  Of  that,  he  would 
make  no  calculation;  but  the  final  success  of 
tiie  motion  in  the  English  House  of  Commons, 
after  fourteen  years'  perseverance,  was  a  suffi- 
cient encouragement  for  him  to  begin,  and 
doubtiess  womd  enconrage  others  to  continue, 
until  the  good  work  should  be  crowned  with 
success,  and  the  only  atonement  made,  which  it 
was  in  the  Senate's  power  to  make,  to  the  vio- 
lated mfgesty  of  the  constitution,  the  invaded 
privileges  of  the  House  ctf  Bepresentatives,  and 
the  subverted  rights  of  an  American  citizen. 

In  bringing  this  great  question  before  &b 
American  people,  Hi.  B.  should  consider  him- 
self as  ado'cssing  the  calm  intelligence  of  an 
enlightened  community.  He  believed  tiie  body 
of  the  American  people  to  be  the  most  enlight- 
ened community  upon  earth ;  and,  without  the 
least  disparagement  to  the  present  Senate,  he 
must  be  permitted  to  believe  that  many  such 
Senates  might  be  drawn  from  the  ranks  of  the 
people,  and  still  loave  no  dearth  of  intelligence 
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behind.  To  Buch  a  commtinitr — in  an  appeal, 
on  a  great  qu^ion  of  coDstitntional  law,  to  the 
ouderstandinBS  of  such  a  people — declamation, 
passion,  epithets,  opprobnooB  langaage,  wonld 
stand  tor  nothing,  Thej  wonld  float,  harmless 
and  unheeded,  through  the  «mpl7  air,  and 
atrike  in  rain  npou  the  ear  of  a  eoDer  and  dia- 
panionate  tribunal.  Indignatioo,  real  or  affect- 
ed ;  wrath,  however  hot ;  fury,  however  en- 
raged ;  asseverations,  however  violent ;  denun- 
daaons,  however  fbrioua,  wUI  avail  nothing. 
Facta — ^inexorable  facts — are  aU  that  will  be 
attended  to;  reason,  calm,  and  self-posscnssed, 
is  all  that  will  be  listened  to.  An  intelligent 
tribunal  will  exact  the  respect  of  an  address  to 
their  miderstandings ;  and  he  that  wishes  to  be 
heard  in  this  great  question,  or  being  heard, 
wonld  wish  to  be  heeded,  will  have  occasion  to 
be  dear  and  correct  in  bis  facts ;  close  and  per^ 
quonoDa  In  hia  application  of  law;  f£dr  and 
candid  in  his  oonclunons  and  inferences,  tem- 
perate and  decorous  in  his  language ;  and  scm- 
pnlonsly  free  from  every  taint  of  veiweance  and 
malice.  Solemnlv  impressed  with  the  truth  of 
all  these  convictions,  it  was  the  intention  of 
himself  ^Mr.  B.,)  whatever  the  example  or  tiie 
provocation  might  be~^ever  to  forget  his  place, 
his  subject,  his  audience,  and  his  object — never 
to  forget  that  he  was  speaking  in  the  American 
Senate,  o^  a  (question  of  violated  constitution 
and  outraged  mdividn&l  right,  to  an  audience 
comprehending  the  whdie  body  of  the  American 
people,  and  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  right- 
eous deoinon  from  the  oahn  and  sober  judgment 
of  a  bi^-minded,  intelligent,  and  patriotic 
oommom^. 

The  qnesticai  immediately  befbre  the  Soiate 
was  om  of  minor  consetiuence ;  it  might  be 
called  a  question  of  small  import,  except  for  the 
effect  which  the  decision  might  have  upon  the 
Senate  itself.  In  that  point  of  view,  it  might 
be  a  question  of  some  moment;  for,  without 
.  reference  to  individuals,  it  was  essential  to  the 
cause  of  free  governments,  that  every  depart- 
ment of  the  Government,  the  Senate  inclusive, 
should  so  act  as  to  preserve  to  itself  the  respect 
and  the  confidence  of  the  coontry.  The  imme- 
diate question  was,  upon  the  rejection  of  the 
Preeident's  Ueasage.  It  was  moved  to  rcgect  it 
— ^to  r^ect  it,  not  after  it  was  considered,  but 
before  it  was  oonddered  I  and  thna  to  tell  the 
American  people  that  their  I'irerident  shaU  not 
be  heard — should  not  be  allowed  to  plead  his 
defence—in  the  presence  of  the  body  that  con- 
demned him— neither  before  the  condemnation, 
nor  after  it  ]  This  is  the  motion,  and  certfdnly 
no  enemy  to  the  Senate  could  wish  it  to  mis- 
carry.  The  President,  in  the  conclusion  of  his 
Message,  has  respectfully  requested  that  his 
defence  might  be  entered  upon  the  Journal  of 
the  Senate^-upon  that  same  journal  which  con- 
tains the  record  of  his  convictions.  This  is  the 
request  of  the  President,  'Will  the  Senate  deny 
it  I  Will  tbaj  refuse  this  act  of  sheer  justice ! 
and  common  decency  ?  Will  they  so  farther, 
mi  not  only  ref  oae  to  ^aoe  it  on  the  Journal, 
YouZQ.— U 
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but  refuse  even  to  suffer  it  to  remain  in  the 
Senate  ?  "Will  they  refuse  to  permit  it  to  re- 
main on  file,  bnt  send  it  back,  or  throw  it  out 
of  doors,  without  condescending  to  reply  to  it( 
for  that  is  the  exact  import  of  tiie  motion  now 
made  t  Will  Senators  exhaust  their  minds,  and 
their  bodies  also,  in  liwding  this  very  comma- 
nication  with  epithets,  and  men  say  that  it  dudl- 
not  be  received  ?  Will  they  receive  memorifda, 
resolutions,  essays,  from  all  that  choose  to  abuse 
the  President,  and  not  receive  a  word  of  de- 
fence from  him  f  Will  they  continue  the  spec- 
tacle which  had  been  presented  here  for  three 
months — a  daily  presentation  of  attacks  upon 
the  President  from  all  that  choose  to  att^ick 
him,  young  and  old,  boys  and  men — attacks 
echoing  the  very  sound  of  this  resolution,  and 
which  are  not  only  received  and  filed  here,  but 
printed  also,  and  roTerred  to  a  committee,  and 
introduced,  each  one,  with  a  landed  commen- 
tary of  set  phrase  ?  Are  the  Stmate  to  rac^ve 
all  these,  and  yet  refiise  to  reouve  f^om  the 
object  of  all  this  attack  one  word  of  answer? 
In  this  point  of  view — as  a  quMtion  concerning 
the  Senate  itself  it  may  become  materia  to  the 
Senate,  in  a  conntry  and  in  an  a^e  when  no 
tribunal  is  too  high  for  public  opinion  to  reach 
it,  it  may  become  material  to  the  Seuate,  in 
such  a  country,  and  such  an  age,  to  reject  and 
throw  out  of  doors  the  calm  and  temperate  de- 
fence of  the  President,  in  the  midst  of  the 
reception  of  a  thousand  memorials  and  resolu- 
tions condemning  him  for  the  very  act  which 
he  is  not  allowM  to  defend.  Is  he  to  be  the 
only  dtiaen  who  is  not  to  be  heard  by  the  Sen- 
ate? Him  whom  it  seems  to  be  lawful  for 
every  one  whose  ednoation  and  manners  quali- 
fies him  for  the  application  of  billingsnte  rhet- 
oric,, to  lavish  it  upon  him.  I^je^ed  or  not, 
that  communication  cannot  be  secreted  from 
the  eyes  of  the  American  people.  It  has  been 
read,  and  will  be  printed.  An  independent 
press  will  carry  it  to  the  extremities  of  the 
country,  and  hand  it  down  to  succeeding  gen- 
erations. It  will  be  compared  with  speeches  de- 
livered for  three  months  in  this  Capitol,  agunst 
this  President,  and  an  enlightened  and  upright 
community  will  decide  between  the  language 
of  the  defence,  and  the  language  of  tiie  accusa- 
tion ;  between  the  temper  of  the  accusers,  and 
the  temper  of  the  accused  •  between  the  violent 
Preddent  who  has  violated  the  constitution  and 
the  laws,  and  the  meek  and  gentie  Senators 
who  have  sat  in  judgment  upon  him  for  it. 
The  people  will  see  these  things — will  compare 
them  together— will  judge  for  themselves ;  and 
that  judgment,  in  this  free  and  happy  land,  will 
be  the  final  and  supreme  award,  from  which 
there  is  no  appeal. 

The  great  question,  Mr.  B.  s^d,  which  was  to 
go  before  the  American  people,  and  to  claim 
them  that  intense  and  profound  cooBideration 
which  the  English  people  gave  to  the  conduct 
of  the  House  of  Commons  in  regard  to  the  Mid- 
dlesex election,  ia  tiie  omstitutionality  of  the 
Senate's  conduct  in  adopting  a  resolutim  which 
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oondenmed  the  FresideDt  for  a  violatioa  of  the 
lavs  and  of  the  oonstitatioa  of  his  coantiy.  It 
was  the  conduct  of  the  Senate  which  wonld 
now  he  on  trial,  and  that  condact  deserved  to 
be  tried,  and  as  far  as  it  depended  npon  him, 
should  be  tried,  upon  tixo  facts  of  the  case  alone 
— npon  the  facts  which  onr  Jounial  oontuns 
— upon  tiie  rescdntioiu  as  ofl^cd,  and  adopted, 
here — apon  the  aathentio  speeches  which  the 
supporters  ot  these  resolutions  have  pnUlshed 
to  the  world,  and  vfaloh  show  the  sense 
in  which  they  understood  the  proceeding 
which  thej  carried  on.  The  prooeedbg  he, 
Ur.  B.,  held  to  be  an  impeachment,  without  the 
forms  of  an  impeachment — a  conviction,  with- 
out the  form  of  a  trial — a  sentence  of  condem- 
naUon  for  a  high  crime  and  misdemeanor 
agunst  the  Ohief  Ma^trate  of  the  republic, 
without  evidence,  without  hearing,  without 
defence,  without  the  observance  of  a  ringle 
form  prescribed  for  the  trial  of  impeachments ; 
wid  this  by  the  very  tribunal  which  is  hound 
to  try  the  formal  impeachment  for  the  same 
matter,  Uf  duly  demanded  by  the  general  inc^uest 
of  the  natdon  in  their  Hall  of  ^presentatives. 
This  was  tiie  question  which  the  country  would 
have  to  try,  and  in  the  trial  of  which,  furious 
paseion,  reckless  denondation,  or  even  auda- 
cious assertion,  will  stand  for  nothing.  The 
record  I  the  record  1  will  be  the  evidence  which 
the  ooontry  will  demand.  The  facts  I  the 
foots  1  will  be  the  data  which  they  require. 
The  speeches  I  the  speeches  I  delivered  on  this 
floor,  will  be  the  test  of  the  spirit  and  intention 
with  which  these  proceedings  were  porsaed  and 
consummated,  and  without  animadverting  upon 
the  manner  in  whidi  the  Prendent's  lussage 
uid  protest  had  been  received  hwe,  and  which 
has  presented  snoh  an  extraordinary  scene  in 
the  Amerioan  Senate,  he  should  proceed  to  lay 
before  the  people  the  authentic  evidence,  in  the 
calmest  manner,  which  it  will  be  their  business 
to  w«gh  in  the  formation  of  their  opinions  on 
this  momentous  snbject.  The  first  evidence 
which  he  should  submit,  was  the  series  of 
resolutions  which  were  presented  to  the  Senate, 
before  one  could  be  framed  which  could  anite 
the  votes  of  the  26  Senators  who  finally  voted 
together  in  the  adoption  of  one  of  them.  He 
sfud  he  should  present  the  series  of  these  reso- 
lutions, for  in  the  metamorphoms  which  they 
m^wwent,  thwe  was  much  for  anxious  reflec- 
tion; the  first  one  oontuning  specifioations, 
whioh  were  omitted  in  the  second  and  third : 
while  the  second  and  third  notoriously  rested 
upon  the  specifications  omitted,  and  which  could 
not  be  retained  on  the  face  of  the  record  1 

Ur.  B.  then  read  the  resolution  at  first  offered 
by  Ifr.  Cut  at  the  commencement  of  the 
debate.   It  was  in  the  following  words : 

"SMotted,  That  by  dismis^g  the  late  Secretary 
of  the  fheoBury,  beoaosa  he  womd  not,  contrary  to 
hts  sense  of  bis  own  duty,  remove  the  money  of  the 
United  Btates  in  deposit  with  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Slates  and  its  branches,  in  confonnity  with 
the  Freddeut'a  oi^on,  and  by  appcMnling  his  sac- 


tAFBti^  1884. 

oesaor  to  effect  aoch  remoml,  which  has  been  done, 
tbe  President  has  assumed  the  exerdse  of  a  power 
over  the  Treasury  of  tbe  United  States  not  granted 
to  him  by  tbe  ooostitation  and  kwa,  and  dangerons 
to  tbe  liberties  of  the  people." 

He  then  read  the  resolution  as  amended,  or 
altered,  by  the  same  genUeman,  and  offered 
agun  to  the  Senate  towards  the  close  of  the 
debate.   It  was  as  follows: 

"Jiuolvedf  That  in  taking  npon  himself  the  re- 
sponsibility of  removing  the  deposits  of  tiie  pub- 
Uc  money  from  the  Bau  of  the  United  States,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  has  assomed  the  ex- 
ercise of  a  power  over  the  Treasary  of  the  United 
States  not  granted  to  him  by  tbe  constitation  and 
laws,  and  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people." 

He  then  read  the  third  edition,  revised, 
amended,  and  altered,  of  the  same  resolution, 
as  finally  submitted  to  the  Senate  by  the  ori^nu 
mover,  and  adopted  by  the  vote  of  tite  Senate : 

•*B«tohed,  That  the  PreaideoL  bi  tbe  late  Sxeo- 
utive  proceedings  In  relation  to  the  public  revenue, 
has  assumed  upon  himaelf  authority  and  power  not 
conferred  by  the  constitntion  and  laws,  bnt  in  dtfo- 
gation  of  both.** 

Mr.  B.  then  remarked  npon  the  alteration 
which  these  resolutions  had  tindergone,  and 
begged  it  to  be  well  remembered  that  none  of 
these  alterations  were  amendments  made  by  the 
Senate,  bat  were  the  voluntary  and  successive 
changes  introduced  by  the  mover  himself.  He 
remiu-ked,  first,  upon  the  nature  of  these 
changes ;  secondly,  upon  the  design  whidi  in- 
dnoed  them;  and  thirdly,  npon  the  effect  of 
making  them.  The  first  change  consisted  In 
droppmg  the  specification  on  whioh  the 
general  'charge  of  ^dating  the  laws  and 
the  constitntion  rested,  and  retaining  the 
formal  impeachment  conclusion,  of  dangerons 
to  the  liberties  of  the  people.  Tbe  second 
diange  consisted  in  tbe  omission  of  the  specifi- 
cation, and  in  tiie  supprasmon  of  that  regular 
impeaoliing  clanse  dangerous  to  tiie  liberties  of 
the  people  I  Now,  said  Mr.  B.,  when  were 
these  alterations  made  t  Certainly  it  was  after 
the  objection  had  been  ftiUy  taken  in  tbe  Senate 
that  uiis  resolntion  contained  impeachable 
matter  1  It  was  after  the  original  resolntion 
had  been  denounced  as  a  virtnu  impeachment 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  after 
the  suppressed  passages  had  heoi  pmnted  out 
as  proving  and  identi^ring  the  impeachment 
oharooter  of  the  resolution.  It  was  after  all  tUs 
that  the  alterations  were  made.  Having  shown 
the  time  when  the  alterations  were  made,  Mr.  B. 
next  showed  the  dengn  with  which  they  mast 
have  been  made;  and  thatevidentiy  was  to  get 
rid  of  the  criminal  aspect  of  the  proceedings, 
and  to  avoid  a  trial  before  the  people  on  those 
specifications,  on  which,  possibly,  the  26  could 
not  unite  here,  nor  go  to  trial  upon  anywhere  1 
He  remarked,  in  the  third  place,  upon  the  effect 
produced  in  the  character  of  the  resolution, 
and  affirmed  tiiat  it  was  nothing.  He  said  that 
the  same  oho^  ran  through  uL  three.  They 
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all  tJiree  impated  to  the  President  a  violation 
of  the  oonatitntion  and  laws  of  the  conntry — 
of  that  constitation  which  he  was  sworn  to 
support,  and  of  thoM  laws  which  he  was  not 
OUT  bound  to  obaerre  hiniseL^  but  to  oanae 
to  M  fiuthfiiUy  observed  1^  all  otlwrB.  A 
Tiolation  of  the  ooiutitation  and  of  tlie  laws, 
Ur.  B.  sdd,  vera  not  abstraotioiu  and  meta- 
physical snbHeties.  They  mnst  relate  to  peraons 
or  things.  The  Tiolations  caoaot  rest  in  the 
air ;  they  most  afiBz  themselTea  to  men  or  to 
property ;  they  must  connect  themselTes  with 
the  transactions  of  real  life.  They  cannot  be 
ideal  and  contemplative.  In  omitung  the  spe- 
cifications rdative  to  the  dismission  of  one  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  and  the  appointment  of 
another,  what  other  specifications  were  adopted 
or  snbstitated?  Oertainly  none  I  What  others 
were  mentally  intended  1  Surely  none  I  "What 
otibters  were  saggeated.  t  Oert^nly  ntoie  t  The 
general  oharge  &ea  rests  npon  the  same  spwA- 
ncation;  andaoo(«ipletelyuthisthefiwt,that 
BO  supporter  of  £be  resolntiMu  baa  thought  it 
neoessary  to  make  the  least  alteration  in  his 
i^[>eeehe8  which  sapported  the  orif^nal  resolu- 
tion, or  to  say  a  nngle  additional  word  in  favor 
of  tJie  altered  resolntion  as  finally  passed.  The 
omisuoQ  of  the  q>ecification  is  then  an  omission 
of  form  and  not  of  sibstance ;  it  is  a  change  of 
words  and  not  of  things ;  and  the  snbstitation 
of  a  derogation  of  the  laws  and  constitution,  for 
dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people,  is  a 
fitill  more  flagrant  instance  of  change  of  words 
without  change  of  things.  It  is  tautologons  and 
nonaenaicaL  It  adds  nothing  to  the  general 
oharge,  aiul  takes  nothing  fema  it.  It  neither 
ezplidns  it  nor  qnalifies  it.  In  the  technical 
sense  it  is  absord ;  for  it  is  not  tiie  case  of  a 
statute  in  derogation  of  the  common  law,  to 
wit,  npealing  a  part  of  it;  in  the  common  par- 
lance understanding  it  is  ridiculous,  for  the 
President  is  not  even  charged  with  defaming 
the  constitution  and  the  lews ;  and,  if  he  was 
so  chained,  it  would  present  a  carious  trial  of 
tcandaium  ma^fnatum  for  the  American  Senate 
to  engage  in.  Ko  I  sud  Mr.  B.,  this  deroga- 
tion dause  is  an  ezpletion  t  It  is  put  in  to  fill 
up!  The  regular  impeaching  clause  of  dangerous 
to  the  Uberties  of  the  people,  had  to  be  taken 
oat.  There  was  danger  not  to  the  people  oer^ 
tiUnly,  bnt  to  the  duvaeter  of  the  resolntion, 
if  it  stayed  in.  It  identified  that  resolution  as 
an  impeachment,  and,  therefore,  constituted  a 
piece  of  internal  evidence  which  it  was  neces- 
sary to  withdraw ;  but  in  withdrawing  which, 
the  character  of  the  resolution  was  not  altered. 
The  charge  for  violating  the  laws  and  the  con- 
stitution still  stood ;  and  the  substituted  clause 
was  nothioff  bnt  a  stopper  to  a  vacuum— addi- 
tional sound  without  additional  sense,  to  fill  up 
a  blank  and  round  off  a  sentence. 

After  showing  the  impeaching  character  of 
the  Senate's  resolution,  from  its  own  intonal 
evidence,  Mr.  B.  had  reconrse  to  another  de- 
scription of  evidence,  soaredy  inferior  to  the 
resoliitiona  tbemselTeB,  in  the  autbeutio  inter- 


pretations of  their  meaning.   He  alluded  to 
the  speeches  made  in  support  of  them,  and 
which  had  resounded  in  this  chamber  for  three 
months,  and  were  now  oircnlating  all  over  the 
coontiT  in  merj  varied  ot  newq)q>er  and 
pampUet  form.  These  speeohes  were  made 
by  the  friends  of  the  resolution  to  procure  its 
adoption  here,  and  to  jnsti^^  its  adoptimi  before 
the  country.   Let  tiie  country  then  read,  let 
the  people  read,  what  has  been  sent  to  them 
for  the  purpoee  of  Justifying  these  resolutions 
which  they  are  now  to  try  1   They  will  find 
them  to  be  in  the  character  of  prosecution  plead- 
ings against  an  accused  man,  on  his  triid  for 
the  commission  of  great  crimes]    Let  them 
look  over  these  speeches,  and  mark  the  pas- 
sages ;  they  will  find  language  ransacked,  nis- 
toiT  rummaged,  to  find  words  suffioientiy  strong; 
and  examptos  ' sufficiently  odious,  to  paint  and 
ezesralify  the  enoindty  of  the  oiime  of  which 
tbe  Irendent  was  aUaged  to  be  gnilty.  After 
reading  these  passages,  let  any  one  doubt,  if  he 
can,  as  to  the  character  of  tiieresolirtionwldGh 
was  adopted.  Let  him  donbt,  if  he  can,  of  the 
impeachable  nature  of  the  offence  which  was 
charged  upon  the  Freudent.  Let  him  doubt,  if 
he  can,  that  every  Senator  who  voted  for  utat 
resolution,  voted  the  President  to  be  guilty  of 
an  impeachable  offence — an  offence,  for  the 
trial  of  which  this  Senate  is  the  qipointed  tri- 
bunal— an  offence  which  it  will  be  the  imme- 
diate duty  of  the  House  of  Representativee  to 
bring  before  the  Senate,  in  a  formal  impeach- 
ment unless  they  disbelieve  in  the  trutn  and 
Jwtioe  of  the  resolution  which  has  been  adopted. 

Mr.  B.  said  tbera  were  three  oharaoters  in 
which  the  Senate  could  act,  and  every  time  it 
acted  it  necessarily  did  so  in  one  or  the  other 
of  these  characters.  It  possessed  executive,  leg- 
islative, and  judicial  characters.  As  a  part  of 
the  executive,  it  acted  on  treaties  and  nomina- 
tions to  office ;  as  a  part  of  the  legislative,  it 
asusted  in  making  laws;  as  a  Judicial  tribu- 
nal, it  decided  impeachments.  Now,  in  which 
of  these  characters  did  the  Senate  act  when  it 
adopted  the  reaolntion  in  question  f  Not  in  its 
executive  character,  it  will  be  admitted ;  not  in 
its  legislative  oharactw,  it  will  be  proved ;  for 
tbe  resolutitm  was,  in  its  nature,  wholly  foreign 
tole^slation.  It  was  directed,  not  to  the  forai- 
•tiw  of  a  law,  bnt  to  the  condemnation  q{  the 
President  It  was  to  condemn  him  for  dis- 
misdng  one  Secretary,  because  be  would  not 
do  a  wing,  and  i^pointinff  another  that  he 
might  do  it ;  and  certainly  this  was  not  matter 
for  legislation;  for  Mr.  Duane  could  not  be 
restored  by  law,  nor  Mr.  Taney  put  out  by  law. 
It  was  to  convict  the  President  of  violating  tbe 
constitution  and  the  laws;  and  surely  these 
infractions  are  not  to  be  amended  by  laws,  but 
avenged  by  trial  and  punishment.  The  very 
nature  of  tiie  resolution  proves  it  to  be  foreign 
to  all  l^^slation;  its  form  proves  the  same 
thing ;  for  it  is  not  joint,  to  require  the  action 
of  the  House  dt  Bepresentatives,  and  thus  ri^ 
into  law ;  nor  is  it  fidlowed     an  instmotioiL 
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to  s  oonunittee  to  report  a  bill  in  oonfiwmity  to 
it.  No  BDch  instmcUoa  could  eren  now  be 
added  wlthoTit  oommitdng  ao  absurdity  of  the 
moat  ridicnloiu  character.  There  was  another 
reaolntion,  with  which  this  must  sot  he  oon- 
fonitded,  and  upon  which  an  instxnction  to  a 
oonunittee  might  have  been  bottomed ;  it  was 
the  resolution  which  declared  the  Secretary's 
reasons  for  remoring  the  deposits  to  be  insuffi- 
cient and  nnaatisfactory,  but  no  such  instruc- 
tion has  been  bottomed  even  upon  that  resolu- 
tion ;  BO  that  it  is  evident  that  no  legislation  of 
any  kind  was  intended  to  follow  eitner  resoln- 
tion,  even  that  to  which  legislation  might  have 
been  appropriate,  much  lew  that  to  which  it 
would  nave  been  an  absorcU^.  Four  months 
have  elapsed  nnoe  the  resolntions  were  brought 
in.  In  all  that  time  there  has  been  no  attempt 
to  found  a  l^islative  act  upon  either  of  them ; 
and  it  is  too  late  now  to  assume  that  the  one 
which  in  its  nature  and  in  its  form  is  wholly 
foreign  to  legislation,  is  a  le^slative  aot,  and 
adopted  by  the  Senate  in  its  legislative  char- 
acter. No  I  Thiu  resolution  is  Judicial ;  it  is 
a  judgment  pronounced  upon  an  imputed 
offence ;  it  is  the  declared  sense  of  a  m^orlty 
of  the  Senate,  of  the  snilt  of  the  President  of  a 
h^h  crime  and  misdemeanor.  It  is,  in  sub- 
Btanoe,  an  Impeaohment — an  impeachment  in 
Tiolatbn  of  all  the  forms  prescribed  by  the  con- 
atitntion — ^in  riolation  oi  the  privil^es  of  the 
•  House  of  BepreBeatatires— in  Babverrion  of 
the  rights  of  the  accused,  and  the  record  of 
which  ought  to  be  expunged  frem  the  Jonmal 
of  the  Senate. 

Ur.  B.  Biud,  the  selection  of  a  tribunal  for 
the  trial  of  impeachments  was  felt,  by  the 
convention  which  framed  the  constitution,  as 
one  of  the  most  delicate  and  difflcnlt  tasks  which 
they  had  to  perform.  Those  great  men  were 
weU  read  in  history,  both  ancient  and  modem, 
and  knew  that  the  impeaching  power — the 
usual  mode  for  trying  political  men  for  political 
offences — ^was  often  an  rai^ne  for  the  gratifioa- 
ticoi  of  factioos  and  ambitions  feelings.  An 
impeaohmmt  was  well  known  to  be  the  beaten 
road  fof  nmiUng  down  a  hated  or  saooessfol 
poUtioal  rival.  After  great  deliberation — after 
wc^ghinjr  all  the  tribunals,  even  that  of  the 
Supreme  Court — the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
was  fixed  upon  as  the  body  which,  from  its 
constitution,  woiUd  be  the  most  impartial,  neu- 
traL  and  equitable,  that  could  be  selected,  and 
with  the  check  of  a  previous  inquisition,  and 
presentment  of  charges  by  the  Honse  of 
Bepresentatives,  would  be  the  safest  tribunal  to 
which  could  be  confided  a  power  so  great  in 
itself^  and  so  susceptible  of  being  abused.  The 
Senate  was  seleoted  |  and  to  ^w  titat  he  had 
not  overstated  the  difficulties  of  the  ocmvention 
in  making  the  selection,  he  wonld  take  leave  to 
read  a  passage  from  a  work  whioh  was  canon- 
ical on  tbis  snbjeot,  and  from  an  article  in  that 
work  whioh  was  written  by  the  gentieman 
whose  authority  would  have  mocit  wel^t  on 
fhla  ocoaalon.  He  spoke  at  the  Fed«al^  and 


of  the  article  written  by  Qeea.  Handlton  on 
the  impeaching  power : 

"A  well-constituted  conrt  for  the  trial  of  Im- 
peacbments  is  aa  object  not  more  to  be  de^d 
than  difflcolt  to  be  obtained,  In  a  government 
wh<^y  elective.  The  satgects  of  its  jurisdiction 
are  those  offences  which  proceed  from  the  miscoa- 
duct  of  public  men ;  or,  in  other  words,  from  the 
abuse  or  violation  of  some  public  trust.  They  are 
of  a  nature  which  may,  with  peculiar  propriety,  be 
denominated  poUUcal,  as  they  relate  duefly  to  in- 
juries done  Imiaediately  to  sodety  itself.  The 
prosecQtion  of  tiieni  for  uds  reason,  wiH  seldom  flul 
to  ^tate  the  passions  of  the  whole  community,  and 
to  Svide  it  into  parties  more  or  leas  friendly  or 
inimical  to  the  accused.  In  many  cases,  it  will  con- 
nect itself  with  the  pre-existing  factions,  and  will 
enlist  all  their  animosttiea,  partialitiee,  influence  and 
Interest,  on  one  side  or  on  the  other;  and,  In  snob 
eases,  there  wiU  always  be  the  greatest  danger  that 
the  decision  will  be  regtdated  more  by  the  compara- 
tive strength  of  parties,  ttiaa  by  the  real  'demon- 
stration of  innocence  or  guilt.  The  delicacy  and 
magnitude  of  a  trust  which  so  deeply  concerns  the 
political  reputation  and  existence  of  every  man  en- 
gaged in  tiie  administration  of  public  afikirs,  speak 
for  themselves.  The  difficulty  of  i^ing  it  rightly 
in  a  government  resting  entirely  on  the  basis  of 
perio£cal  elections,  will  as  readily  be  perceived, 
when  it  is  considered  that  tiie  most  conspicuous 
characters  ib  it  will,  from  that  circumstance,  be  too 
often  the  leaders  or  the  tools  of  the  most  cunning 
or  the  most  numerous  fiwjiou ;  and,  on  this  account, 
can  hardly  be  expected  to  possess  the  requirite 
neutrality  towards  those  whose  condoot  may  be  the 
subject  of  scmUny. 

"  The  divi^on  of  the  powers  of  impeachment  be- 
tween the  two  branches  of  the  legislature,  assigning 
to  one  tbe  right  of  accu«og,  to  -  the  other,,  the 
right  of  trying,  avoids  the  inconvenience  of  malting 
the  same  persons  both  accosets  and  judges;  and 
guards  against  the  danger  of  persecution  from  the 
pre  valency  <^  a  factious  ufAm  in  either  of  those 
branches." 

Mr.  B.  said  there  was  much  matter  for  eluci- 
dation o£  the  present  ol^t  of  disousuon  in 
HhQ  extract  whieh  he  had  read.  Its  definitim 
of  an  impeachable  offence  covered  the  identical 
charge  wnioh  was  contfuned  in  the  rescdntion 
adopted  by  the  Senate  against  the  President  The 
offence  charged  upon  him  possessed  every  feat- 
nre  of  the  impeachment  defined  by  (General 
Hamilton.  It  imputes  misconduct  to  a  public 
man,  for  tbe  abuse  and  violation  of  a  public 
trust.  The  disonssion  of  the  charge  has  agi- 
tated the  passions  of  the  whole  community ;  it 
has  divided  the  people  into  parties,  some  friend- 
ly, some  inimical,  to  the  accused ;  it  has  con- 
nected itself  with  pre-existing  parties,  enlisting 
the  whole  of  the  opposition  parties  under  one 
banner,  and  oalling  forth  all  their  animosities — 
all  thnr  partialities— all  th^  influence— all  th^ 
interest ;  and,  what  was  not  foreseen  by  Gen- 
eral Hamilton  it  has  odled  forth  the  tremendous 
moneyed  power,  and  the  pervading  organization 
of  a  great  moneyed  power,  wielding  a  mass  of 
for^  millions  of  money,  and  ^ty  milliona  of 
debt ;  wielding  the  whole  in  ud  and  supptnt 
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of  this  charge  apon  the  President,  and  working 
the  doable  battorj  of  eednotion  on  one  hand^ 
and  oppresuoQ  on  the  other,  to  pat  down  the 
man  against  whom  it  is  directed!  This  is 
what  General  Hamilton  did  not  foresee;  but 
next  feature  in  the  picture  he  did  foresee, 
and  moat  aoonratelr  deaeribe,  as  it  ia  now  seen 
by  US  all.  He  eaia  that  tiie  dedrion  of  these 
impeachments  would  often  be  regulated  more  by 
the  comparatiTe  strength  of  pardea  than  by  the 
guilt  or  innocence  of  the  accused.  How  pro- 
phetic 1  Look  to  the  memorida,  resolutioas, 
and  petitions,  sent  in  here  to  criminate  the 
Preradent,  so  clearly  marked  by  a  party  line, 
that  when  an  exception  occurs,  it  is  made  the 
speiual  subject  of  public  remark.  Look  at  the 
Tote  lo  the  Senate,  upon  the  adoption  of  the  res- 
olution, also  as  cieariy  defined  oy  a  party  line 
as  any  party  question  can  ever  be  expected  to 
lie. 

To  guard  the  most  oon^tenons  oharaoters 
from  being  perseonted— Ifo.  B.  s^  he  was  udng 
the  language  of  General  Hamilton— to  guard 
the  most  eonspieuons  characters  from  being  per- 
secuted by  the  leaders  or  the  tools  of  the  most 
cunning  or  the  most  numerous  faction—the  con- 
Tention  had  placed  the  power  of  trying  im- 
peachments, not  in  the  Supreme  Court,  not  even 
in  8  body  of  select  judges  chosen  for  the  occa- 
sion, but  in  Senato  of  the  United  States,  and  not 
even  in  them  without  tax  interrening  check  to 
the  abuse  of  tiiat  power,  by  assodating  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  forbidding  the 
Senate  to  proceed  against  ahy  officer  until  tiiat 
grand  inquest  of  the  nation  shodld  demand  Ids 
tiiaL  How  ftr  fortunate^  or  otherwise,  the  ocm- 
Tention  may  have  been  in  the  seleetion  cf  its 
tribunal  for  the  trial  of  impeachments,  it  was 
not  for  him,  Mr.  B.,  to  say.  It  was  not  for  him 
to  say  how  far  the  reqiusite  neutrality  towards 
those  whose  oonduct  may  be  under  scrutiny, 
may  be  found,  or  has  been  found,  in  this  body. 
But  he  muiit  take  leave  to  say,  that  if  a  public 
man  may  be  Tirtnally  impeached—actually  con- 
demned by  the  Seoate  of  an  impeachable  of- 
fence, without  the  intervention  of  the  House 
of  Bepresentatives,  then  has  the  constitution 
fuled  at  one  of  its  most  vital  points,  and  a 
ready  means  found  for  doing  a  thhig  which  hod 
filled  other  countries  with  persecution,  faetion, 
and  violence,  and  which  it  was  intended  should 
never  be  done  here. 

Mr.  B.  called  upon  the  Senato  to  reooUect  what 
was  the  feature  in  the  famous  court  of  the  Star 
Chamber,  which  rendered  that  court  the  most 
odious  that  ever  sat  in  England.  It  was  not 
the  mass  of  its  enormities — great  as  they  were 
— for  the  regular  tribunals  which  yet  existed, 
exceeded  that  court,  both  in  the  mass  and  in  the 
atrocity  of  their  crimes  and  oppressions.  The 
r^ular  courts  in  the  compass  of  a  single  reign 
— that  of  James  the  Second ;  a  single  Judge,  m 
a  single  riding — Jeffries,  on  the  Western  Cu^uit 
— surpassed  all  the  enormities  of  the  Star 
Ohamber,  in  tbo  whole  eonrse  of  its  e^stonce. 
What  then  rendered  that  court  so  intolerably 


[Sduml 

odious  to  the  English  people  t  Sir,  sud  Jtt. 
it  was  because  that  court  had  no  grand  jury — 
because  it  proceeded  without  presentment,  with- 
out iudictjnent — upon  information  alcme — and 
thus  got  at  its  victims  without  the  intervention, 
without  the  restraint  of  an  accosing  body. 
This  is  thefsatore  wbim  sunk  tiieStarOhamber 
in  En^and.  It  Is  the  feature  which  no  o-faninal 
tribunal  in  this  America  is  allowed  to  possess. 
The  most  inconsiderable  offender,  in  any  State 
of  the  Union,  must  be  charged  by  a  grand  jnn- 
before  he  can  be  tried  by  the  court  In  this 
Senate,  sitting  as  a  high  court  of  impeachment^ 
a  charge  must  first  be  presented  by  the  House 
of  Representatives,  sitthig  as  the  grand  inquest 
of  the  nation.  But  if  the  Senate  can  proceed, 
without  tiie  intervention  of  this  grand  inquest, 
wherein  is  it  to  differ  fh>m  the  Star  Chamber, 
except  in  the  mere  execution  of  its  decrees? 
And  what  other  execution  is  now  required.  ft»r 
deUn^ifflit  pubUo  men,  than  Uie  f(Hce  of  paUio 
opinion  1  No  t  sud  Mr.  B.,  we  live  in  an  age 
T»ien  public  opinion,  over  public  men  is  ranni^ 
otont  snd  irreversible  I — when  public  senti- 
ment annihilates  a  public  man  more  effectually 
tiian  Uie  scaffold.  To  this  new  and  omnipotent 
tribunal,  all  the  public  men  of  Europe  and  Amer- 
ica are  now  happily  subject  The  flat  of  public 
opinion  has  supowded  the  axe  of  the  execu- 
tioner. Struck  by  that  opinion,  kings  and  empe- 
rors in  Enrope,  and  the  hiehest  functionaries 
among  ourselves,  fall  powerless  from  the  polit- 
icsl  stage,  and  wander,  while  their  bodies  liv^ 
as  shadows  and  phantoios  over  the  land.  Should 
he ^ve  examples!  Itmij^  beinTidious;  yet 
all  would  recollect  an  eminent  example  d  a 
citizen,  (mce  rittlng  at  tbe  head  of  this  Senate^ 
afterwards  fidllng  under  a  Judidal  proseoutioL 
from  which  he  escaped  untouched  by  the  sword 
of  the  law,  yet  that  eminent  citizen  was  more 
ntterly  annihilated  by  public  opinion,  than  any 
exeeutioQ  of  a  capital  sentence  could  ever  have 
accomplished  upon  his  name.  What  occauon 
then  has  the  Senate,  sitting  as  a  court  of  im- 
peachment, for  the  power  of  execution  ?  Tb» 
only  effect  of  a  r^lar  impeachment  now,  ia 
to  remove  from  o^e,  and  disqualification  for 
office.  All  irregular  impeachment  will  be  tan- 
tamount to  removal  and  disqualification,  if  the 
Justice  of  the  sentence  is  ccmflded  in  by  the 
peo|de.  If  this  condemnation  of  the  Preddoit 
had  bem  prcmonnoed  in  the  first  term  of  his  ad- 
ministration, and  tiie  pewle  had  believed  in  tho 
truth  snd  justice  of  the  sentence,  certunly 
President  Jackson  would  not  have  been  elected 
a  second  time ;  and  every  object  that  a  political 
rivid,  or  a  political  party,  could  have  wished 
from  his  removal  from  office,  and  disqualifica- 
tion for  office,  would  have  been  accomplished. 
Disqualification  for  office — ^loss  of  public  favor 
—political  death— is  now  the  object  of  political 
rivfdship ;  and  all  this  can  be  accomplished  by 
an  informal,  as  well  as  by  aformal  impeachment, 
if  the  sentence  is  only  confided  in  by  the  peo- 
ple. If  the  people  beUeved  that  the  Present 
bu  violated  the  anstttotton  and  the  lawi^  be 
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ceases  to  be  the  object  of  their  respect  and  their 
oonfidence;  he  loses  their  fytvoi\  be  dies  a 
pcditioid  death ;  and  that  tUs  might  be  the  ob- 
leot  of  the  rewdationj  Mr.  B.  wmild  leave  to 
ue  determination  of  those  who  ahotild  read  the 
neeches  wludi  were  ddivered  in  sapport  of 
the  meaeore,  and  which  would  oonstitnta  a  pnb- 
lio  and  lasong  monument  of  the  temper  in 
which  the  resolution  was  presented,  and  the 
ot^ect  intended  to  he  accomplished  hy  it. 

It  was  in  Tain  to  say  there  could  be  no  object, 
at  this  time,  in  annihilating  the  political  influ- 
ence of  President  Jackson,  and  Idlling  him  off 
as  a  public  man,  wilii  a  Senatorial  conviction 
for  violating  the  laws  and  coostitation  of  the 
oooubrj.  Sach  as  assertion,  if  ventored  upon 
bj  any  one,  would  stand  omtradicted  hj  Caota, 
of  which  Europe  and  America  are  witnesses. 
Does  he  not  stand  between  the  oonntry  and  the 
bank  f  Is  he  not  prochdmed  the  sole  obstacle 
to  the  recbarter  <n  the  buk ;  and  in  its  re- 
diarter  is  tiiere  not  wn^^ted  up  the  destinies 
of  •  political  partj,  now  panting  for  power  t 
Bemove  this  sole  obstade — annihilate  its  influ- 
ence— kill  off  President  Jacluon  with  a  sen- 
tence of  condemnation  for  a  high  crime  and 
misdemeanor,  and  the  charter  of  the  bank  will 
be  renewed,  and  in  its  renewal,  a  political  party, 
now  Sundering  at  the  gates  of  the  Oapitol,  will 
le^  into  power.  Here  then  la  an  object  for  desir- 
ing the  extinction  of  the  political  Influence  of 
l^'erident  Jackson  I  An  oljeet  large  enough 
to  be  seen  by  all  Amerioal  and  attraotive 
enongh  to  enftst  tiie  combined  interest  cf  a 
great  moneyed  power,  ud  of  a  great  poUtioal 


FmxTf  April  18. 

DUtrm  Memorial, 

Kknt  presented  a  memorial  from  Prince 
Oeorae's  county,  in  tiie  State  of  Maiyland,  com- 
plaining of  the  removal  of  the  public  deposits, 
and  the  manner  in  which  thcgr  had  been  re- 
moved throwhthe  agency  of  the  Preitident,  and 
praying  for  thdr  restoration  and  the  recbarter 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

[On  presenting  the  above  memorial,  Mr.  Kent 
addressed  the  Senate  at  great  length  In  ampliflcalion 
and  jostiflcation  of  its  contents.] 

PrendtnVt  Fro  test. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  buriness  of  yesterday,  being  the  mo- 
tion not  to  receive  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  tiie  United  States  on  the  subject  of  the  reso- 
lotion  of  the  Senate  of  the  2Bth  ult. ;  when 

Mr.  LxiGH  said,  that  whatever  surprise  the 
paper  sent  hither  by  the  Freudent,  and  read 

Eerterday,  might  have  produced  out  of  doors, 
e  presumed  there  was  no  Hxmbet  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  whom  it  came  unexpected.  -Every  man 
here  must  have  beoi  aware,  for  soine  time  past, 
of  the  actual  oommmoement  of  hostiUtioi  by 


that  potentate  agunst  this  body,  and  prepared, 
of  course,  for  we  pnblic  dedaration  of  war 
that  was  soon  to  follow.  The  language  of  this 
manifesto  had  bem  described,  by  the  friends 
of  the  adnunistration,  as  temperate  and  moder- 
ate ;  and  it  was  temperate  enough,  in  the  sense 
in  whioh  that  epithet  mi^t  be  applied  to  all 
denunciations  of  war  by  civilized  powers,  in 
modem  times — as  temperate  as  is  compatible 
with  the  nature  and  purpose  of  such  denuncia- 
tions. There  was  nothing  in  the  mere  language 
of  this  extraordinary  paper  that  was  offensive 
to  him — it  was  the  act  itself  that  roused  his  in- 
dignation. He  felt  that  sentiment  very  strong- 
ly ;  never,  on  any  occasion,  more  strongly ;  and 
if  he  were  to  indulge  the  expression  of  his  feel- 
ings, he  should  not,  like  the  genUeman  from 
Mmne,  (Mr.  Spsaoin,)  speak  more  in  grief  tiian, 
in  uiger,  much  less  would  his  luiguage  be  in 
unison  with  that  cheerful  mood  in  which  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama  (Mr.  Exno)  had 
spoken  on  the  subject,  for  be  felt  as  if  he  were 
even  now  treading  among  the  ruins  of  the  con- 
stitution. He  should,  however,  endeavor  to 
suppress  all  emotions  of  pasuon.  His  purp<»e 
was  to  examine  this  act  of  the  President,  tiie 
motive  that  obviously  dictated  it,  its  manifest 
design  and  object,  and  the  mischief  which  it 
but  too  certainly  portended. 

What,  theUj  said  be,  is  the  true  character  of 
the  aott  It  IS  apparent  in  every  line  of  this 
p^wr,  neither,  in  ti^th,  is  there  any  dispute 
about  it ;  for  the  gentieman  from  Missouri,  who 
had  oerteinly  been,  previously  apprised  of  its 
contents,  dnoe  he  came  prepiffed  with  extracts 
from  the  Federalist,  to  sustain  some  of  tiie 
positions  assumed  by  the  Presidoit — extracts, 
of  which,  without  the  spirit  of  divination,  he 
could  not  have  seen  the  application  to  the  pur- 
pose, unless  he  had  a  previous  accurate  knowl- 
e^e^the  gentieman  from  Missouri  tells  us  that 
tliis  is  a  solemn  f^peal  to  the  American  people, 
by  the  President,  against  the  Senate ;  an  ap- 
peal, he  most  allow,  sach  as  has  never  before 
been  attempted,  or  tiiought  ot  And  I  add, 
and  shall  prove,  that  this  is  a  quarrel  causeless- 
ly sought  by  the  Freridrat  wiui  the  Senat^  to 
be  submittoi  to  the  decidon  of  the  people,  in 
which  be  hopes  for  victory,  and,  if  he  succeeds, 
is  prepared  to  avul  himself  of  all  the  advan- 
tages of  victory  to  the  uttermost 

The  President  proposes  a  trial  of  the  weight 
of  his  personal  popularity  and  of  the  Executive 
influence,  against  the  constitutional  powers  and 
rights  of  the  Senate,  and  the  privilege  of  this 
branch  of  the  l^^idature  to  exercise  its  own 
judgment  conoerning  its  own  rights  and  du- 
ties. He  undertakes  to  prescribe  to  us  the  lim- 
its of  our  legislative  functions.  If  he  fail  in  this 
trial  of  his  strength,  the  only  consequence  will 
be  some  mortification  of  his  pride^  and  agrievous 
diBfq>pointment  of  the  gratification  m  those 
fierce  and  burning  resentments  whioh  but  too 
plainly  influence  m  his  actions.  The  constitu- 
tion will  remain  unaltered  uid  unimpahvd. 
But  if  the  peo^  shall  snstun  him  in  tiiis  ap- 
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peal,  the  constjtution  of  the  Senate  vill  be  di- 
rectly attacked.  He  has  indicated  his  own 
personal  motives,  and  the  political  objects  he  is 
seeking  to  accomplish  in  respect  to  the  Senate, 
in  this- very  paper,  and  that  in  language  too 
plain  to  be  misanderstood  by  any  man  who  will 
not  shut  his  mind  to  evety  thing  but  plain,  nn- 
eqaivocal  aTOwal.  Be  says :  "If  the  oensnres 
of  the  Senate  be  sabmitted  to  by  the  PreridenL 
the  confidence  of  the  people  in  his  ability  and 
Tirtoe^  and  the  character  and  usefolness  of  his 
administration,  will  soon  be  at  an  end,  and  the 
real  power  of  the  GoTemment  will  fall  into  the 
hands  of  a  body,  holding  their  offices  for  long 
terms,  not  elected  by  the  people,  and  not  to 
them  direcUy  responsible.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  illegal  censnres  of  the  Senate  should 
be  resisted  by  the  Fremdent,  collisions  and  an- 
CTy  controversies  might  ensne,  discreditable  in 
their  progress,  and  in  the  end  compelling  the 
people  to  adopt  the  conolasion,  either  that  their 
Ohwf  Magistrate  was  unworthy  of  their  respeot, 
w  that  tlie  Senate  was  chargeaUe  with  calam- 
ny  and  injnstice.  Either  of  these  resnlts  would 
impwr  poblic  confidence  in  the  perfection  of  the 
system,  and  lead  to  serions  alterations  of  its 
frame  work,  or  to  the  practical  abandonment  of 
some  of  its  provisions."  And  in  another  part, 
he  says :  "  But  if  the  Senate  have  a  right  to  in- 
terfere with  the  ezecntive  powers,  tney  have 
also  the  light  to  make  that  interference  effec- 
tive ;  and  if  the  assertion  of  the  power  implied  in 
the  resolution  be  silently  acquiesced  in,  we  may 
reasonably  apprehend  that  it  will  be  followed, 
at  some  fntore  day,  by  an  attempt  at  actual  en- 
forcement. The  Senate  m^  r^Taae,  except  on 
the  condition  that  he  will  BDrrenderhl8<^nion8 
to  theirs,  and  obey  their  will,  to  perform  their 
own  constitutional  functions,  to  pass  the  necea- 
■ary  laws,  to  sanction  appropriations  propoeed 
by  the  Honse  of  Representatives,  and  to  con- 
firm proper  nominations  by  the  Preaident." 
Who  does  not  see,  in  these  expressions,  the 
manifestation  of  those  personal  motives,  which 
have  impelled  the  President  to  hostilities  against 
the  Senate ;  that  "  the  confidence  of  the  people 
in  his  ability  and  virtue^,  and  the  character  and 
nsefulnesB  of  his  administration,"  is  the  object 
that  couBtitates  the  personal  motive  of  his  con- 
duet  t  Who  does  not  see  that  the  refusal  of  the 
Senate  "tosancticHi  appropriations  proposed  by 
the  Honse  of  Bepresentauve&  and  to  confirm 
proper  nominationa  by  the  Prerident,"  are  to 
be  regarded  by  him,  and  to  be  held  np  to  the 
people,  88  "  ui  attempt,"  on  onr  part,  '*  at  ac- 
tnal  enforcement "  of  our  ri^t  "  to  interfere 
with  the  executive  powers ! "  Who  does  not 
also  see  in  those  altasiohs  to  the  constitution  of 
this  body,  "  holding  their  offices  for  long  terms, 
not  electeid  by  the  pec^le,  and  not  to  uiem  di- 
rectly responsible,"  the  corrective  which  the 
President  is  aiming  at?  No  one  can  suppose 
that  *'  the  serious  alterations  of  the  frame  work, 
or  the  practical  abandonment  of  some  of  ^e 
provi^ns "  <rf  the  oouBtitntion,  whidi  he  ex- 
peotB  win  grow  ont  of  these  oc^idtms  between 
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the  Execntive  and  the  Senate,  will  be  of  a  na- 
ture to  reduce  the  patronage,  power,  and  influ- 
ence of  the  former.  The  House  of  Representa- 
tives (it  must  in  decency  be  presumed)  will 
make  no  appropriations,  which  it  does  not  think 
wise  and  just,  nor  the  President  any  nomina- 
tions, which  he  does  not  think  proper ;  but  the 
Senate,  in  its  le^slative  capacity,  has  an  express 
power  by  the  constiUition,  to  agree  to  t)ie  ap- 
propriations proposed  by  the  other  Honse,  or 
to  dissent  A-om  them,  according  to  its  Judg- 
ment ;  and,  in  the  exercise  of  its  executive  fimo- 
tions,  to  give  or  withhold  its  assent  to  the  nonif 
inations  of  the  Prendent,  according  to  its  sense 
of  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  nominees ;  and 
yet  this  exerdse  of  our  undoubted  powers  is  to 
he  held  up  to  the  people  as  a  manifestation  of 
the  deragn  of  the  Senate  to  concentrate  "  the 
real  power  of  the  Goveniroent  into  its  own 
hands  1  "  The  disagreement  of  the  Senate  to 
appropriations  proposed  by  the  other  House, 
is  a  very  common  case ;  and  its  disapprobation 
<^  some  of  the  nominations  already  made  by  the 
President,  or  expected  frcon  him,  may  very  cer- 
tainly be  anticipated.  BntiL  proofs  of  our  last 
of  domination,  he  has  reason  enough  to  expect 
will  soon  be  publicly  exhibited  to  the  world. 
And  if  the  people  shall  sustun  the  President  in 
this  his  appeal  against  the  Senate,  it  reqiures 
no  political  sagacity  to  foresee,  and  I  venture 
to  predict,  that  he  will  then  aim  at  absolute 
conquest  over  this  devoted  body ;  he  will  then 
insist  that  its  share  of  the  appointing  power 
shall  be  .taken  away,  that  the  Senatorid  term 
at  service  shall  be  shortened ;  that  the  Senators 
shall  be  made  sabject  to  recall  dnring  thor 
term,  and,  perhaps,  that  tiie  election  of  them 
shall  be  transferred  flrom  the  State  legislatnres 
to  the  people ;  and  he  will  exert  the  whole  in- 
flnence  of  his  personal  popularity  uid  execu- 
tive patronage,  (the  latter  of  which  is  vast  be- 
yond calculation,  almost  beyond  imagination,) 
to  accomplish  these  "  serious  alterations  in  the 
frame  work  "  of  the  constitution.  It  is  not  my 
purpose,  at  present,  to  inquire  whether  such 
alterations  would  be  wise  or  not,  I  only  say 
they  would  amount  to  a  revolution  in  the 
Government.  The  adoption  of  them  will  abol- 
ish the  only  check  which  the  wisdom  of  our 
fathers  found  it  practicable  to  devise,  to  guard 
against  the  predominance  of  the  Nabonaffea^ 
nres  d  onr  inatltntiona  over  the  Federal,  saA 
ai  the  executive  over  the  other  depu^ents  of 
this  Government. 

Sir,  these  designs  agunst  the  Senate  are  miy 
not  avowed.  I  as  coidldentiy  believe  ttiem  to 
exist,  as  if  they  were  ever  so  distinctiy  avowed. 
I  shall  neter  wait  till  politicians  or  generals 
think  prefer  to  promulgate  their  plans  of  oper- 
ations. The  love  of  contest,  and  the  passion 
for  conquest,  have  marked  the  conduct  of  Gen- 
eral JacKBon  throughout  his  life.  He  has  con- 
quered every  individual  that  stood  in  his  way ; 
he  has  conquered  the  bank ;  he  is  now  aiming 
at  cffliquest  over  the  Senate;  and  if  he  ahafi 
achieve  that,  he  may  then  torn  his  arms  with 
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BQOoess  agauiBt  the  whole  constitutioo.  I  do 
not  say,  because  I  do  not  sospect,  that  he  is  now 
looking  to  this  nlterior  oonqnest,  bnt  that,  at 
present,  he  is  uming  at  conquest  over  the  Sen- 
ate ;  and  if  the  people  dudl  sosbdn  him  in  this 
^peal  agidnst  ns,  he  will  have  it  in  his  power 
to  adiieve  this  oonqnest  over  us,  to  the  utmost 
extent  of  his  wishea  I  have  not  the  least  con- 
fidence in  his  moderation  or  clemency  after  vic- 

appeal  of  the  President  to  the  American 
people  against  the  Senate,  with  a  view  to  ac- 
complish, or  even  to  suggest  a  obanffe,  formal 
or  informal,  ia  the  oonstituUon  of  uie  latter, 
tiirough  the  direct  intervention  of  the  people, 
is,  in  its  very  nature,  of  a  revolutionary  tendency. 
In  representative  republics  like  ours,  when  once 
the  Government  is  established,  the  people  al- 
ways act  through  their  agents — their  constitut- 
ed anthoritieB ;  they  never  resome  tba  ori^^inal 
powers  iahwent  in  tiion,  bat  for  the  piirp<Me 
of  alteriog  or  abolishing  their  ancient  forms, 
and  eBtablisbiog  new ;  and  whenever  one  de- 
partment of  the  Government  wpeals  directly 
to  the  people  against  another,  ana  invokes  their 
interposition,  it  expects  the  people  no  longer  to 
act  tnrough  their  constituted  authorities,  but 
^o  act  agamst  them — to  supersede,  to  aboliidi,  or 
at  least  to  alter  them.  The  House  of  Represents 
atives  and  the  Senate  are  co-ordinate  branches  of 
the  Federal  lemslatore.  The  Executive  is  not 
ezaoUy  aco-ordinate  department  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Until  the  FMsideut  developed  the  facol- 
Ues  (^the  Execntive  power,  all  men  thondit  it 
inferior  to  the  lepslarave— he  manifestly  thinks 
it  snperior,  and  in  bis  hands  the  m(Hiarchia]  part 
of.the  Government  (for  the  Executive  is  mon- 
archial,  though  it  be  elective  for  a  term  of 
years,  by  which  it  was  hoped — I  now  fear, 
vainly  hoped  —  to  obviate  mischief  from  its 
power)  has  proved  far  stronger  than  the  repre- 
aentatives  of  the  people,  stronger  th^  the  rep- 
resentatives of  the  States,  stronger  than  both 
oombined ;  and  if  success  shall  still  attend  his 
hiordinate  pretenuons,  he  will  soon  t^e  them 
to  absolute  submission.  He  has  proclsimed  to 
the  worldf  that  neither  "  the  voice  of  the  l^is- 
laCore,  nor  the  will  oftfas  peo]de^"  shall  indaoe 
him  to  change  his  coarse  of  measures.  He  has 
no  respect  for  the  opinion  ot  the  people,  when 
tSut  ophiion  is  agaiost  him ;  he  only  appeals  to 
the  Mople  when  he  wants  their  aid  to  subdue 
the  Snu^.   The  republic  is  in  danger. 

I  have  stud  that  the  President  has  raised  this 
quarrel  with  the  Senate  without  cause  or  provo- 
cation. His  pretext  for  it  is  one  of  the  resolu- 
tions of  l^is  House  on  the  sul^eot  of  the  depos- 
its, which  is  in  these  words :  ^'  £e$olved,  That 
tiie  Proudent  of  the  Umted  States,  in  the  late 
Executive  proceedings  in  relation  to  tiie  pnblio 
revenue,  has  assamed  upon  himadf  antiKMrtty 
and  power  not  oonferrea  by  the  constitntion 
and  lawa  but  in  derogation  of  both."  Ihelan- 
guage  (rf  the'reeolation  was  carefully  selected, 
m  order  to  avoid  the  impntatiim  (berime;  itis 
not  affirmed  that  he  has  usurped  unconstita- 
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ticmal  and  ill^al  power,  for  that  phrase  would 
have  imported  design  and  wilfulness ;  it  is  not 
said  that  he  has  wilfully  assamed,  but,  only, 
that  he  has  assumed,  namely,  taken  upon  him- 
se^  sochpoww;  itisnotsud  that  he  oas done 
ibu  in  violation,  in  defiance,  ot  in  contempt  at 
the  oonstitation  and  laws,  but  in  derogation 
from  than — that  is,  that  his  measures  tended 
to  impair  them,  or  to  prevent  or  weaken  their 
operation.  There  is  not  a  word  in  the  resolu- 
tion that  implies  a  criminal  intent,  nor  was  it 
intended  to  mipate  one.  But  the  President 
reads  this  resolution  as  if  it  charged  him  with 
having  criminiUy  usurped  power,  in  wilful  vio- 
lation of  the  constitution  and  laws.  Behold 
how  he  Justifies  tiie  interpretation  of  it?  He 
says,  **  "uiat  the  language  of  the  resolution  does 
not  exprenly  allege  that  the  assnmptini .  ot 
power  and  authority  which  it  condemns  was  in- 
tentional and  ooimpL  is  no  answer  to  the  me- 
ceding  view  <tf  its  oharaoter  and  effect,  llie 
act  thus  condemned,  necessarily  implies  volition 
and  design  in  the  individual  to  whom  it  is  im- 
puted, and,  bein^  anlawfol  in  ita  character,  the 
legal  concluaion  is,  that  it  was  prompted  by  im- 
proper motives,  and  committed  with  an  unkw- 
fal  mtent  The  charge  Is  not  of  a  mistake  in 
the  exercise  of  auppo^  powers,  but  of  the  as- 
sumption of  powers  not  conferred  by  the  oon^ 
stitotion  and  laws,  bnt  in  derogation  of  both ; 
and  nothing  is  suggested  to  excuse  or  palliate 
the  turpitude  of  the  act  In  the  absence  of  any 
such  excase  or  palliation,  there  is  <Hily  room 
i<a  <»e  inferenoe,  and  that  is,  ttiat  the  intent 
was  anlawfol  and  oorropt.  Besides,  the  resolu- 
tion not  only  ctmtuns  no  mitigatiDg  suggestion, 
but  on  tiie  contavry  it  holds  up  the  act  com- 
phuned  of,  as  jnstiy  obnoxious  to  censure  and 
reprobation,  and  tiius  as  diatinctiy  stamps  it 
with  imparity  of  motive,  as  if  the  strongest 
epitbeta  had  been  used."  Now,  I  have  always 
understood,  and  I  ^ould  have  supposed  that 
the  President,  who  has  been  a  jadge,  woold 
have  known,  that  the  allegation  of  a  criminal 
intent  is  of  the  essence  of  every  criminal  accu- 
sation ;  and  I  apprehend  tiiat  it  never  before 
was  imagined  that  tiie  omission  to  fdlege  crim- 
inal intent  was  supplied  by  an  omisrion  oi  my 
mroumstanoes  of  ezoase  or  jn^oation  that 
might  lead  to  acqaittal.  Heitho*  is  there  bnt  one 
supposition  on  which  the  reasoning  of  the  Preu- 
dent  can  hold  good ;  and  that  is,  that  he  is  so 
profotmdly  veraed  in  the  constitution  and  lawi^ 
and  so  well  known  to  the  whole  world,  and  es- 
pecially to  the  Senate,  to  be  an  infallible  Judge 
of  them,  that  it  is  imposrible  for  any  one  to  im- 
pute a  departure  from  them  by  him,  to  miatake 
orerroroijndgment;  and,  therefore,  the  Senate 
mast  have  intended  to  charge  his  aberrations  to 
a  wilfol  criminal  desia^  to  violate  the  constito- 
tion  and  the  lai^  whwh  it  is  his  duty  to  ob- 
serve and  maintam.  Sardy,  ur,  this  man  is 
possessed  with  adegreeofprenunption  that  never 
mortal  man  beside  was  cursed  withal  I  a  pre- 
somption  whieh,  whether  it  prooeeds  from  nanve 
Tanflty,  or  the&vorB<tf  fortmuiorflie  poiaoaot 
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flatteT7,  mnst  be  to  himself  a  copions  soorce  of 
error  as  well  as  of  bitterness  and  of  evil  to  his 
coontr;'.  The  Supreme  Co  art  of  the  United 
States  has  been  often  charged  with  giving  Judg- 
ments contrary  to  the  constitatlon ;  the  Presi- 
dent himself  has  made  suoh  t^ar)^  against  that 
oomi.  Congress  has  been,  over  and  over  again, 
charged  with  passing  laws  not  warranted  by  the 
constitataon ;  and  the  Preddent  has  repeatedly 
allied  this  against  the  I^islatnre.  Oo^resshas 
been  ohargeo  witii  pasdng,  and  the  Firesident '. 
with  approving,  onoonstitational  acts ;  and,  if  I 
am  rightfully  informed,  the  President  has  allured 
this  in  respect  of  acts,  or  parts  of  acts,  which 
be  himself  has  approved.  In  debate  here,  geu; 
tlemen  are  daily  oontending  that  the  opinions 
and  votes  of  each  other  are  contrary  to  toe  con- 
stitution. Who  ever  thought  that  such  alte^a- 
tioDB  implied  aohargeof  cnme — of  a  wilful  vio- 
latioa  of  the  eonsutntionl  It  is  only,  when 
snob  an  allantion  is  bronght  by  the  Senate 
i^ainst  the  Frendent— tills  Senate  agfisist 
this  Preddent— that  the  Soiate  mast  neoessa- 
lily  intend  to  arraign  him,  without  any  impeach- 
ment from  tiie  other  House,  and  to  try  and  con- 
vict him  without  a  hearing.  And  tiiis  is  the 
daring  violation  of  the  cotiBtitution  ftv  which 
the  I^eddent  appeals  to  the  Ameriean  people 
against  the  Senate  I 


TmreanxTf  April  Bi. 
TreaUenVt  Protest. 

The  Senate  prooeeded  to  the  condderatlon 
of  the  aiedal  wder,  b^ng  the  reeolatiMis  oflEfar- 
ed  by  lu*.  PonnnxTEB,  as  modified  by  Mr.  Out. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  pro- 
posed b^^  Ur.  Bibb— 

Mr.  Kahb  said :  Mr.  President,  I  am  amongst 
tiiose  who  believe  that  this  session  has  been 
alxeady  sufficiently  extended ;  and  that  the  time 
for  action  upon  the  necessary  bosiness  of  the 
country  has  arrived.  My  sentiments  upon  the 
present  subject  will  be  therefore  delivered  as 
briefly  as  postible.  The  proposition  first  made, 
in  haste  and  without  due  consideration,  not  to 
receive  the  communication  of  the  Preddent, 
has,  in  some  measure,  given  way  to  more  saga- 
cious conusels ;  more  saaaoious,  because  formed 
upon  more  refleotion.  Gentlemen  in  the  oppo- 
rititm  have  trodden  back  their  steps,  and  have 
consented  to  present  their  reasons  upon  record, 
in  the  sh^e  of  the  resolutions  now  before  you. 
It  will  not  surprise  me  if  our  farther  progress 
should  lead  to  further  recessions.  I  take  no 
pleasure  in  retorting  upon  Senators  who  have 
charged  retraction  of  opinions  upon  the  Preri- 
deuL  because  of  his  supplemental  enlanations, 
the  fact  that  their  propositions  have  been  thrice 
altered,  and  that  down  to  this  moment  they 
have  not  agreed  upon  the  course  to  be  pursued. 

Kotwitbstanding,  Mr.  Preudent,  the  matters 
of  grave  import  contained  in  the  several  resola- 
Utrna  submitted  by  the  Senator  from  Missisnppi, 
the  first  qnestioa  presented  fbr  dedsion  wiU  be 
vponthe  amendmeiit  ofiSered  by  the  lumorable 


Senator  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Bibb.)  That 
question  is,  Shall  the  paper  be  rejected ! 

Before  we  give  an  affirmative  answer,  it 
would  be  well  to  consider  that  the  Prendent  of 
the  United  States  represents  on  authority,  under 
the  constitution,  conferred  upon  him  by  twelve 
milBons  of  people — that  they  have  lodged  in  his 
hands  the  Executive  power  of  this  Government 
— that  it  is  the  dut?  of  the  incumbent  to  guard 
that  power  from  violation,  that  it  may  neither 
be  diminished  nw  carried  too  far — that  it  is  as 
much  his  ri^t  and  his  duty  to  guard  that 
power,  as  it  is  the  right  and  duty  of  any  other 
department  of  the  Government  to  guard  its 
ri^ts  and  powers  from  violation.  'When  ques- 
tions of  difference  with  regard  to  power  arise 
between  the  co-ordinate  branches,  of  a  nature 
not  judicial,  there  is  but  one  tribunal  to  appeal 
to,  and  that  tribunal  is  the  people — ^the  fountain 
and  parent  of  all  the  powers  of  the  Qovemment. 
It  is  the  du^  of  tibe  oonflioting  parties  to  pre- 
sent the  matter  of  cUflbrenee  uurly,  in  a  q>irit 
of  candor,  that  the  points  may  be  dearly  pre- 
sented, and  fully  understood.  Bemember  that 
our  duty  requires  us  to  conceal  nothing  from 
the  great  arbiter;  that  we  have  no  right  to 
treat  him  with  contempt. 

The  reasons,  then,  for  rejecting  this  paper, 
or  refusing  to  receive  it,  must  be  overwh^m- 
ing,  to  justify  us  in  taking  tiie  course  proposed, 
lest  we  subject  ourselves  to  the  charge  of  treat- 
ing twelve  millions  of  people,  in  the  person  of 
their  President,  contemptuously,  and  their  un- 
doubted power  with  scorn. 

WiU  the  Senate  act  courteoudy,  or  consult  its 
self-respect,  to  read  this  protest,  dissect  it,  con- 
demn it,  answer  it  by  speeches,  and  then  sol- 
emnly vote  not  to  receive  it  I  Would  it  be 
honorable  in  private  life  for  a  gentleman  to 
receive  a  communication  from  an  individual, 
open  it,  read  it,  answer  it,  abuse  it,  and  con- 
demn it  by  oral  declarations,  and  then  refuse 
to  receive  it  ?  I^et  me  now  ask  for  the  reasons 
which  will  govern  the  votes  of  those  who  will 
not  consent  to  receive  this  paper. 

Is  its  language  disrespectful,  is  it  indecent,  is 
it  insultii^  in  its  terms  or  its  import  t  None 
of  these  things  are  pretended.  Had  the  Presi- 
dent no  right  to  send  iti  If  it  be  his  doty  to 
deftnd  tiie  powors  of  the  Executive  Depart- 
ment of  the  Government,  his  right  is  unquestion- 
able. If  he  believed  that  the  resolatim  of  the 
Senate,  in  violation  of  the  constitution,  invaded 
the  "Executive  power,"  there  was  no  course 
left  him  to  pursue,  than  to  protest  against  it. 

He  could  not  counteract  the  resolutions  In 
any  oUier  way.  If  he  submitted  in  silence,  he 
would  have  acquiesced  in  what  he  believed  an 
unauthorized  interference  witii  the  rights  of  a 
branch  of  the  Government  confided  to  him  by 
the  constitution,  and  he  would  have  heea  justiy 
condemned  by  the  people  for  his  acquiescence. 
He  would  have  surrendered  the  £»oative  office 
to  a  BuooesBor,  impaired,  bo  far  as  his  ailenoe 
against  his  duly  oonld  aooonqiliah  saoh  an  emd. 
had  precedent  ftv  his  course  in  the  recorded 
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roceedtngs  of  the  Senate.  How  often  have  the 
tate  Legislatores  sent  protests  here  against 
the  acts  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
GODtainiog  positive  charges  of  vidaticMU  of  tiie 
Federal  oonstitation  on  the  part  of  Oongressf 
V ho  ever  made  a  moticm  not  to  reoeive  a  pro- 
test  of  tlds  kind  f  And  pray,  sir,  will  gentle- 
men teU  me  wh^  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  this 
Goremraent  cannot  protest  against  a  resolation 
of  this  body,  and  why,  at  the  same  time,  he 
will  allow  a  State  Lcgislatnre  to  send  a  protest 
against  the  deUberateL^palatiTed^enninalioDa 
of  OoQgress. 

Whatever  objections  have  been  made  to  the 
right  of  the  President  to  send  the  paper,  no  one 
has  denied  the  right  of  the  Senate  to  receive  it, 
and  ^read  it  npon  the  Journal ;  for  however 
maeh  we  complain  of  the  want  of  power  in 
others,  we  seldom  deny  to  ourselves  the  anthor- 
to  do  any  thing,  I  place  the  right  Of  the 
Senate  to  comply  with  the  President's  request 
to  cause  the  protest  to  be  spread  npon  the 
Jonmala,  npon  its  nnqnestioned  and  nnqnesHon- 
able  power  over  its  own  Jonmal.  The  Presi- 
dent nas  no  right  to  interfere  with  the  Jonmal 
in  any  way,  and  therefore  be  appeals,  in  the 
form  of  a  reqnest,  to  your  justice,  to  cause  the 
protest  to  be  placed  side  by  side  with  your 
resolution. 

It  has  been  urged  that  the  doctrines  of  the 
protest  are  unsound,  its  objects  and  designs 
mipure,  and  that  it  is  a  declaration  of  war 
agfdnst  the  Senate.  If  thte  be  all  tme,  it  would 
seem  to  be  good  policy  in  na  to  make  Uiese  on- 
Bonnd  doctrines  and  impnrities  of  object  and 
design  as  conspicuous  and  as  durable  as  pos^ble, 
that  the  world  may  know,  and  that  poster!^ 
may  justify  the  de&nnve  operationa  of^the  Sen- 
ate. 

Suppose,  however,  sir,  that  the  judgment  of 
the  country,  as  to  theae  doctrines,  objects,  and 
designs,  should  be  different;  that  the  people 
should  believe  tliem  sonnd  and  irreproachable, 
in  what  condition,  then,  will  the  Senate  be 
placed  ?  Will  not  the  world  suppose  the  rea- 
sons of  oar  refusal  to  reeuve  aiid  record  tiiia 
document  to  be,  that  we  could  not  controvert 
tiie  principles,  answer  the  arguments,  and  prove 
the  charges,  of  impurity  of  motive  and  d«ign  ? 
Depend  upon  it,  ur,  uiat  the  people  of  uiis 
country  will  not  be  peased  with  efforts  to  de- 
grade the  President,  unless  such  efforts  hare 
for  their  solid  foundation,  truth,  Justice,  reason, 
necessity,  and  patriotism.  • 

One  gentleman  has  declared  the  paper  in 
question  to  be  a  declaration  of  war  agiunst  the 
Senate.  Hild  in  its  terms,  to  be  sure,  as  all 
declurations  of  war  between  modem  powers 
are  required  to  be,  by  the  courtesy  of  nations. 
Yet  it  is  a  declaration  of  war.  I  am  totally  at 
A  loss  to  aeeoant  for  this  opinlrai,  uoleea,  in- 
deed, we  take  into  view  the  statement  so  re- 
peatedly made  here,  that  the  President  had 
made  war  npon  the  bank.  If  that  be  true,  if 
gentlemen  have  entered  into  the  irai  as  its 
allies,  rarely  it  is  ingloriona  in  t^em  to  onn- 
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plun  that  the  auxiliary  is  treated  in  the  same 
manner  aa  the  i»incipaL  If  they  have  made  it 
a  oommott  caoie^  they  mnat  afaida  tc^tether  the 
oonmuHt  fntonea  (rf  the  oonteat 

Let  us,  however,  examine  the  facta  in  rela- 
tion to  this  charge,  thonf^  I  shall  be  oompelled 
to  repeat  some  things  often  repeated.  I  shall 
do  it  m  so  brief  a  manner  as  not  to  be  fatigning. 
The  sixteenth  section  of  tiie  bank  law,  confers, 
in  terms,  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
tiie  right  to  remove  the  public  moneys  from 
the  Bimk  of  the  United  Sta^  requiring  him  to 
^vc  hia  reasons  therefor  to  Congress.  The 
terms  of  the  law  conferring  this  power  are  aa 
general^as  the  English  language  could  make  it ; 
and  the  power  given  is  without  limitation  as  to 
time  or  condition.  Yet  the  Senate,  being  one 
branch  only  cf  the  Legidatnre,  have,  in  mectf 
interpolated  this  section  of  the  iHUik  law  with 
an  entire  aentence,  so  aa  to  linut  the  exercdse 
of  i^ia  power  of  removal  to  two  conditions, 
namely,  when  the  deposits  are  unsafe,  or  when 
the  bank  fiuls  to  comply  with  the  positive  re- 
qriirementa  of  the  charter,  in  transferring  the 

Eublio  moneys  whenever  and  wherever  it  may 
e  required  by  the  Government.  I  will  not 
detain  yon  by  repeating  the  unanswered  rea- 
sons repeatedly  given,  to  show  that  it  is  impos- 
sible Congress  could  ever  have  consented  to 
part  with  the  public  fimds  upon  snob  grounds. 
If  Congress  intended  to  confine  the  action  of  the 
Secretary  to  these  two  ctni^aencies,  would  it 
not  have  doie  sot  That  body  was  composed 
of  men  who  oonld  read  and  write  and  ezpreaa 
their  will.  Yet  we  find  a  general  power  gtveOi 
instead  of  this  limited,  restruned  power. 

The  fixing  this  limitation  by  the  Senate  re- 
quired a  virtual  interpolation,  by  one  branch 
of  Oongresa^of  a  regularly-established  law  of 
the  land.  Here,  then,  was  truly  an  act  of 
usurpation.  One  Honse  of  Congress,  by  reso- 
lution, amending  a  law  of  the  United  States. 

Having  thus  made  a  law  to  suit  tbemselvea, 
gentlemen  declare  that  the  President  has  vio- 
lated i^  and  the  oonatitatioQ  also. -beoaose  of 
the  part  he  haa  t^en  to  aoeomjuiah  the  re- 
monil  of  the  pnUlo  fimda.  Now,  sir,  it  is  ea^ 
to  make  out  a  chw^  of  usurpation  nptm  an- 
other, if  you  first  usurp  authority  suffloient  to 
lay  the  foundation  of  the  charge.  It  is  literally 
a  charge  of  usurpation  founded  upon  nsurpa* 
tion.  Having  in  this  manner  l^d  the  requisite 
foxmdation,  uie  Senate  passed  the  resolution 
against  which  the  President  thinks  it  his 
right  and  duty  to  protest,  and  defend  him- 
self. That  resolntion  declares  that  the  Presi- 
dent, in  tiie  late  Executive  proceedings  in  rela- 
tion to  the  public  revenue,  nad  assumed  upon 
himself  authority  and  power  not  conferred  by 
the  constitution  and  laws,  but  in  derogation  <n 
both;  and  it  is  beoanae  he  has  awt  nan  defence 
against  this  drndaration,  in  the  mildest  and  moat 
respeetftal  teima,  tiut  ne  is  charged  now  with 
making  war  npcm  this  body.  That  the  princi- 
plea  and  alignments  npon  which  Ida  defuijoe 
laita,  are  at  war  with  tiie  grounds  aanimed  In 
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flaplKnt  of  the  resoIntioDf  tliere  can  be  no  doabt 
In  diis  sense,  and  in  this  sense  elone,  does  a 
war  exist,  ana  the  declaration  of  it  came  nn- 
qoestionably  from  the  Senate.  The  Senate  first 
charge  him  with  a  Tiolatioa  of  the  oonslltntion, 
and  all  he  has  done  has  been  to  send  us  his  vin- 
dication. He  has  not  only  been  accosed  and 
ibnnd  guilty  by  this  body  of  violating  the  oon- 
stitntion  and  laws,  withont  an  opportunity  of 
defenoe,  but  the  resolution  itself  implies  design 
and  criminal  intentions.  The  fact  of  violation 
is  averred  in  terms  without  qualification ;  and 
what  is  the  legal  inferenoe  to  be  drawn  from 
the  finding  of  the  fiut,  the  lu^ed  flaot,  without 
extenuation  f  Was  it  intended  to  say  that  he 
did  so  innocently  and  igsorantly  f  II  woy  yon 
draw  a  distinction,  unknown  to  our  constitn- 
Hoa  and  laws,  between  the  highest  officer  in 
the  Government,  who  is  supposed  to  be  well 
aeqn^nted  with  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  the 
lowest  of  our  citizens.  The  rule  universally 
applied  to  crime  is,  that  ignorance  does  not  ez- 
coae  it.  If  this  were  not  so,  few  crimes  would 
be  punished.  The  Senator  from  Virginia  (Hr. 
Leigh)  was  understood  to  say  that  indictments 
for  crimes  always  charged  a  criminal  intent; 
and  from  thence  the  inferenoe  was  drawn,  that 
tiie  resolution  in  question  was  not  a  chaive  of 
designed  violatim.  Is  this  resdntion  of  the 
nature  of  an  indictment  ?  The  Senate  has  no 
power  to  ori^nate  prosecntiouB  of  any  kind. 
It  is  the  Jury  wbioh  finds  the  Act,  uid  the 
court  which  pronounces  judgment.  When  a 
crime  is  proved  to  have  been  committed,  the 
Inference  is  neoesrarily  drawn  Uist  the  intent 
was  criminal,  and  the  accused  is  thrown  upon 
the  necessity  of  proving  facts  inconsistent  with 
the  inference.  If  the  speeches  made  by  lega- 
lators  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  laws,  or  of  the 
adoption  of  resolutions,  may  be  referred  to  as 
evidence  of  their  meaning,  I  need  not  remind 
the  Senate  that  a  most  prolific  source  of  proof 
is  before  us,  to  show  that  the  violation  charged 
was  meant  to  be  a  wiUhl,  arbitrary,  tyram^iial 
one. 

But,  dr,  will  any  man,  after  examining  pre- 
cedents, say,  that,  had  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives sent  us  an  impeachment  ag^st  the 
President  in  the  very  words  of  this  resolution, 
BO  far  as  the  point  before  os  is  involved,  that 
the  Senate  would  have  refused  to  arraign,  try, 
and  condemn  the  accused,  for  the  want  either 
of  Jurisdiction  or  of  an  expressed  charge  of 
criminal  intent  ?  No,  sir,  the  language  which 
all  Senators  would  use,  would  be,  that  the  in- 
tent was  implied,  and  that  the  accused  must 
dear  himself  &om  its  effects  by  proof.  I  shall 
have  occasion  hereafter  to  advert  to  a  prece- 
dent to  show  what  has  been  in  this  reqieot  pur- 
sued in  Impeachments.  After  tills  view  of  this 
part  of  the  subject,  it  will  be  perceived,  tliat,  if 
the  Senate  has  not  convicted  the  Preudent  of  a 
criminal  violation  of  his  duty,  with  pursuing 
the  regular  constitutional  course,  tiie  members 
TOting  for  the  reaolnticm  have,  at  least,  forever 
disqualified  themselves  fhnn  bdng  his  triers 


upon  a  regular  pr<»eoution  for  this  alleged  vio- 
latian  of  duty,  oy  forming  and  expressing  an 
opinion  of  his  guilt.  And  whether  the  one  or 
the  other  of  these  things  has  been  done,  the 
constitution  has  been  equally  and  flagrantly 
violated. 

Gentiemen  object  to  receiving  his  protest, 
because  they  say  it  is  an  appeal  to  the  people. 
If  by  this  is  meant  that  the  President  is  desirons 
to  submit,  in  a  spirit  of  candor  and  decency,  to 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  whose  servant 
ho  is,  an  account  of  his  stewardship  in  this 
matter  of  the  bank,  and  to  justify  himself  before 
those  who  have  a  right  to  call  him  to  an  ac- 
count for  his  conduct  in  relation  to  it,  the 
charge  is  true.  He  is  neither  afraid  nor 
atiiamed  to  admowledge  that  all  his  powers 
are  derived  firom  the  people,  and  that  he  is 
accountable  to  them.  If  he  has  consulted  their 
snbstaotiel  and  durable  prosperity,  by  intemos* 
ing  his  character,  and  the  constitunon  oi  his 
country,  soundly  constmed,  between  the  power 
of  gold  and  the  pending  destruction  of  the  lib- 
erties of  his  constituents,  it  is  his  duty  to  main- 
tun  himself,  by  the  exhibition  of  the  truths 
and  reasons  by  which  he  has  l>een  governed. 
It  will  be  for  the  people  to  decide  now,  and 
after  he  shall  have  left  his  station,  upon  the 
wisdom  of  his  actions,  and  the  virtoe  of  his 
motives, 

Wliatever  pdlitidanB  may  say,  Washington, 
the  Father  of  lus  country,  was  not  ashamed  to 

appeal  to  the  people  for  their  judgment  upon 
his  official  conduct.  I  state  upon  the  authority 
of  Hr.  Jefferson,  cont^ed  in  the  fom^h  vol- 
ume of  his  works,  that,  in  1798,  when  the  coun- 
try was  convnlsed  upon  the  subject  of  Mr. 
Genet's  conduct,  who  was  the  minister  of  France 
near  the  Crovemment  of  the  United  States, 
when  party  violence  ran  high,  and  when  bis 
cabinet  were  divided  as  to  the  proper  course  to 
be  pursued  with  regard  to  him,  and  other  ques- 
tions of  a  political  nature,  in  a  discussion  which 
took  place  in  his  oaMnet^  Washington  "  manl- 
festiy  inclined  to  the  appeal  to  the  people." 
His  own  character  and  motives  had  been  im- 
peached, and,  during  the  same  discussion,  the 
Father  of  his  count^  compli^ned  of  the  per- 
sonal abuse  which  had  been  bestowed  upon 
him,"  and  he  "defied  any  man  on  earth,  to 
produce  one  single  act  of  his,  since  he  hod  been 
in  the  Government,  which  was  not  done  on  the 
purest  motives;  that  he  had  never  repented 
bat  once,  the  having  slipped  the  moment  of  re- 
signing hia  office,  and  tliat  was  every  moment 
since ; "  that  "  he  had  rather  be  in  his  grave 
than  in  hia  present  ritnation;  that  he  had 
rather  be  on  nis  farm  than  be  made  emperor 
of  the  world;"  "and  yet,  t^at  they  were 
charging  him  with  wanting  to  be  a  kiiu;." 
What  a  striking  parallel  is  here  observed  be- 
tween the  personal  abuse  heaped  upon  Presi- 
dent Washington  and  General  Jackson.  Yet 
they  both  agree  upon  the  propriety  of  appeal- 
ing to  the  people,  as  the  just  and  appropriate 
Judges  of  tbeir  ocmdnet  and  motives. 
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,  The  President  n^B  in  his  protest,  with  regard 
to  the  oondemnotorjc  resolution,  "  It  assert  no 
legisUUve  pover ;  proposes  no  lef^daHve  ac- 
tion." To  my  infinite  surprise,  one  or  two 
Senttors  have  declared  that  l^islative  action 
was  intended.  The  discassion  npon  the  resola- 
tion  was  carried  on  here  for  about  four  months. 
It  was  repeatedly  asserted,  by  friends  of  the 
administration,  as  an  argument  against  the  oon- 
tinoanoe  of  the  discassion,  and  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution,  that  it  proposed  no  legislative 
action:  this  was  never  denied;  nor  did  any 
one  Senator,  within  my  hearing,  intimate,  dur- 
ing the  whole  period,  that  any  legislation  was 
to  grow  ont  of  its  adoption.  This  resolution 
was  referred  to  the  Oomnuttee  on  FinaDo&  u 
^propriate  committee  to  report  the  plan  of  ac- 
tion. Yet  the  committee  reported  no  legisla- 
tive proposition ;  in  truth,  sir,  they  disrqlu'ded 
tins  resolution  altogether,  and  did  not  report 
npon  it  at  alL  Already  have  five  montlu  of 
the  session  elapsed,  and  not  a  word  about  the 
legislative  action  has  been  heard,  except  the 
mere  assertion  referred  to,  in  contradiotion  to 
the  President's  allegation.  Sluggish  l^islators 
indeed  I  One  promotion  I  will  venture  upon, 
that  if  the  Senate  continues  its  sessionfive  months 
longer,  we  shall  not  see  a  legislative  proportion 
brou^t  forward  in  this  body,  to  carry  into 
effect  any  object  whatever  connected  with  this 
resolution.  And  for  the  most  dedsive  of  all 
reasons,  viz.,  in  its  very  nature  it  cannot  be  the 
subject  of  legislation.  If  it  can,  I  should  be 
glad  to  be  iuormed  how.  The  protest,  there- 
fore, is  no  interference  with  any  business  pend- 
ing before  the  Senate. 

Another  objection  is  made  to  receiving  this 
paper,  for  the  reason  ttiat  it  contains  the  pro- 
ceedings and  resolutions  of  the  Legislatures  of 
three  of  the  States  of  tins  Union,  approving,  in 
the  most  unoqnivocal  terms,  the  course  of  the 
Execntive,  which  has  been  here  the  subject  of 
condemnation.  It  also  states  the  &ct,  truly, 
that  four  Senators  tcmn  tiiese  States  voted  for 
the  resolution,  and  that  had  their  votes  been 
cast  against  it,  it  would  not  have  been  a^mted. 
But  we  President,  in  tbns  r^brring  to  these 
resolutions  and  instractiona,  expressly  disclaims 
and  repudiates  all  authority  or  dengn  to  inter- 
fere'with  the  respondbility  due  from  members 
of  the  Senate  to  their  own  consciences,  their 
constituents,  and  their  country.  Yet  gentie- 
men  charge  him,  notwithstanding  this  emphatic 
disol^mer,  with  the  very  design  he  repudiates. 
"Where  a  pure  and  justifiable  motive  can  be  as- 
signed for  any  particular  transaction,  it  is  the 
p^  and  course  of  innocence  and  Justice  to 
assign  i^  rather  than  a  corrupt  one. 

TtoB  u  more  espedally  necessary  to  avoid 
the  snspituon  that  we  reason  team  onr  own  in- 
firmities to  those  of  others.  Is  it  at  all  strange 
that  the  Execntive,  attacked  in  all  the  various 
ways  which  an  ingenions  and  talented  opposi- 
tion could  devise,  and  who  had  been  con- 
demned, too,  by  &  vote  of  a  co-ordinate  branch 
of  tbe  Govemmenl^  should,  in  the  progress 


a  defence  against  his  aoonaers  and  their  aoeos^ 
tions,  avail  himsdf  <tf  all  tbe  respeotaUe  au- 
thorities within  his  reach,  to  sustain  the  sound- 
ness of  his  principles  and  the  oorreotxiees  of  his 

conduct  ?  And  what  anthority,  in  this  oonn- 
try,  is  more  to  be  relied  on,  in  the  construction 
of  the  constitution,  than  that  of  the  States  of 
the  Union,  who  alone  have  the  power  to  alter 
and  amend  it?  The  President  says  that  the 
fiwts  belongs  to  the  history  of  the  prooeedings. 
and  are  important  to  the  just  development  of 
the  principles  and  interests  involved  in  them, 
as  well  as  to  the  proper  vindication  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive department.  No  other  motive  could 
have  existed  than  the  one  stated.  All  the 
{Beta  were  known  to  the  world;  had  been 
avowed  by  the  Senators  eonoenwd,  on  this 
floor,  and  they  justified  their  continued  di>- 
obedience  to  the  instructions  of  their  several 
Legislatores.  The  object  of  the  President  was, 
to  present  to  the  country  his  defence  in  a  con- 
nected form,  and  in  a  mode,  too,  which  would 
perpetuate  it  throngh  all  time  to  come. 

The  resolutions  now  before  ns,  charge  upon 
the  President  another  violation  of  the  consti- 
tution, in  sending  to  us  his  defence  and  protest, 
for  which  he  is  now  upon  trial  again,  without 
any  opportunity  oi  defending  himself^  and  he  is 
about  to  be  tried  and  condemned  for  presenting 
a  paper  which  we  may,  and  ^bably  shall,  re- 
fuse to  receive.  Bo  ine]q)re86ibly  sublimated  Is 
the  dignity  of  this  august  body,  that  we  may 
well  expect  a  proposition  to  condemn  the  Exec- 
utive for  violations  of  the  constitution,  when- 
ever he  shall  look  at  the  Oa4>itol.  Bnt  of  all  the 
extraordinary  pretensions  which  any  branch  of 
any  free  Government  ever  set  np,  is  the  one 
contained  in  one  of  the  resolutions  declaring 
that  the  President  had  violated  the  privileges  of 
the  Senate,  for  daring  to  question  the  infalhbility 
of  thdr  opiuions  and  decisions.  Gentiemen,  too, 
with  a  w^om  and  research  which  marks  the 
course  of  the  opposition  to  the  present  admin- 
istration, »fer  ns  to  the  British  history  otpae- 
liamentaiy  proceedings  to  show  that  the  King 
cannot  interfere  with  pending  subjects  of  leg^ 
l^on  before  the  House  of  Lords  I 

Yet,  we  have  not  been  shown  a  case  where  the 
Lords  have  considered  their  privileges  violated 
by  tiie  ELing's  sending  his  defence  and  protest  to 
them  npon  a  matter  detomdned,  and  no  longer 
pending  in  a  le^ative  dune,  as  was  tiie  case 
with  the  resolution  against  wniohonr  repabhcan 
President  protests. 

Let  us  examine,  however,  the  British  doctrine 
of  parliamentary  privilege.  The  only  definition 
of  privilege  which  I  have  ever  met  with,  is  that 
^ven  by  Sir  John  Fortesque,  described  by  Black- 
stone,  as  follows : 

"  The  pnTilegce  of  P&rliameat  are  likewise  very 
large  and  indefinite.  And,  therefore,  when,  in  81 
Heorv  Sixth,  the  Eoose  of  Lords  propounded  a 
question  to  the  Judges  coiuMming  then,  the  CUef 
Justice,  Sir  Jc^  Fortcsqiw,  in  the  name  of  his 
brethren,  declared  that  mj  oug^t  not  to  make 
answw  to  that  question;  for  it  hwi  not  been  used 
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•fimdm«,  that  the  jntdecfl  sboidd  in  any  wIm  de- 
tenu^ the  priT0eges  of  the  U^h  court  of  Parlia* 
ment.  For  it  ia  so  high  and  mighty  is  its  oature, 
that  it  may  noake  law;  and  that  which  ia  law,  it  may 
inahe  no  Uw;  andtiie  determinatioD  and  IidowI- 
edge  of  that  prinlege  belongs  to  the  Lords  of  Par- 
Uament,  and  not  to  the  justices.** 

To  exemplify  this  doctrine,  I  have  looked 
into  the  practice  of  the  Bntish  Parliament  apon 
thia  their  theory,  wd  dow  beg  leave  to  read  to 
the  Senate  a  caw  from  an  old  standard  V-Tigliah 
work,  called  Pitrliammtaria." 

**  Johnson,  a  serraot  to  St  James  Whitlock,  a 
member  of  the  Commons  House,  was  arrested  upon 
SD  execution  by  Moore  and  Lock,  who,  being  told 
that  £Kr  Jamra  WbHlock  was  a  Pariiament  man, 
Talk,  one  of  the  {vosecnton,  said  he  had  known 
mater  men's  men  tluui  Sir  James  Wfaitlock'B  taken 
m>m  their  master's  heels  in  Parlianwnt  time&  This 
appearing.  Lock  and  Moore  were  called  into  the 
bar,  and  by  the  judgment  of  the  House  were  sen- 
tenced, first,  that  at  the  bar  they  should  aek  for- 
giveneas  of  the  House  and  of  Sir  James  Whitlock, 
on  their  knees;  secondly^  that  they  should  both 
ride  upon  one  liotse,  bare-backed,  back  to  back, 
from  Weatmiurter  to  the  Exchange,  with  papers  on 
tiirir  breasts,  and  this  inscription :  For  arresting  a 
•errant  of  a  member  of  the  Commons  House  of  Par- 
liament ;  and  thia  to  be  done  tedtnti  curia.  Which 
aentence  was  pronounced  by  Mr.  Speaker  against 
them  at  the  bar,  upon  their  kneesL** 

Thus  we  see,  Mr  President,  something  of  the 
character  of  the  privileges  of  an  English  Par- 
liament, and  it  is  by  the  ud  of  such  anthority 
that  we  are  now  c^ed  npon  to  decide  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States  has  committed 
a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  Senate,  in 
virtne  of  oar  power  derived  from  onr  English 
prototype,  to  make  that  which  is  taw  no  law, 
and  vice  msa,  Oan  we  appeal  to  nothing  more 
rational  f  Have  not  the  moners  of  onr  oonsU- 
tntion  given  ns  all  the  seonrity  which  reason 
and  liberty  require  ?  The  oonstitation  has  se- 
cored  to  each  Honse  of  Congress,  in  express 
terms — 

Ist  The  privilege  of  freedom  from  arrest  of 
the  persons  of  members. 

2a.  Exemption  from  qnestion  elsewhere  for 
what  is  said  in  the  House. 

8d.  Power  over  their  own  members  and  pro- 
ceedings. 

As  mnstrative  of  this  view  of  onr  privileges, 
suffer  me  to  read  an  extract  from  Jeflferson's 
Manaal : 

*tThe  editor  of  the  Aurora  havtog,  in  his  paper 
of  FetHTOary  19th,  1600,  inserted  some  paragraphs 
defiunatwy  of  Uie  Senate,  and  failed  in  his  appear- 
ance, he  was  ordered  to  be  committed.  Ia  debat- 
ing the  legality  ol  this  order,  it  was  insisted,  in  sup- 
port of  it,  that  every  man,  by  the  law  of  nature, 
and  every  body  of  men,  poseeasea  the  right  of  self- 
defence;  Uiat  all  public  functionaries  are  essentially 
invested  with  the  powers  of  self-preservation ;  that 
they  have  an  inlierent  right  to  do  all  acta  necessary 
to  keep  tbemadves  in  a  condition  to  discharge  the 
tmsti  conflded  to  them ;  that,  whenever  authorities 
•re  gtvMi,  tlw  nwans  of  earrying  tham  into  execution 


are  given  by  necessary  implication;  that  thns  we 
see  the  British  ParUament  exercise  the  right  of  pun- 
ishing contempts ;  all  the  State  Legislatures  esei^ 
ciae  the  same  power;  and  every  court  does  the 
same ;  that  if  we  have  it  not,  we  rit  at  the  mercy 
of  every  intruder  who  may  enter  our  doors  or 
gallery,  and  by  noise  and  tnmult,  render  pro* 
ceetUnginboriDeasimiHBotieable;  that,if  onr  tran- 
qidlSty  is  to  be  perpetoaUy  disturbed  by  newspaper 
deftmaUon,  it  will  not  be  posuble  to  exercise  our 
functions  with  the  requisite  codlnesa  and  delibera- 
tion ;  and  that  we  must,  therefore,  have  a  power 
to  punish  these  daturbera  of  onr  peace  and  pro- 
ceedings. 

"To  this  it  was  answered  that  the  I^rilament 
and  ooorta  of  England  have  cogniiance  of  contempts 
by  the  express  proviriona  of  their  law;  that  ue 
State  Iiegislatures  have  equal  authority,  becanae 
their  powers  are  plenary ;  they  represent  their  con- 
atituenta  comi^etely,  and  possess  all  their  powers,  ex- 
cept such  aa  their  coaatituenta  have  exprrady  denied 
them ;  that  the  court*  of  the  aevraal  States  have 
the  aame  powers  by  the  laws  of  their  Statea,  and 
those  of  the  Federal  Government  by  the  same  State 
laws  adopted  in  each  Sute,  by  a  law  of  Congress; 
that  none  of  these  bodies,  therefore,  derive  those 
powera  from  natural  or  necessary  right,  but  from 
express  law ;  that  Congress  have  no  such  natural 
or  necQsaary  power,  or  any  powera  but  such  as  are 
given  tiiem  by  the  eonstitntlon ;  that  that  has  j^ren 
tiiem,  directly,  exemption  from  personal  arrest,  ex- 
emption from  question  elsewhere  for  what  is  said  in 
their  House,  and  power  over  their  own  members 
and  proceedings ;  for  these  no  further  law  is  neces- 
sary— the  constitution  being  the  law ;  that,  more- 
over, by  the  article  of  the  constitution  which  author* 
iies  them  *to  make  all  laws  necessary  and  proper 
for  carrying  into  exeeation  the  powers  vested  by 
the  conatltntion  In  them,*  tliey  may  provide  by  law 
for  an  undisturbed  exerdse  of  their  factions — e.  g. 
for  the  punishment  of  contempts,  or  affrays  or 
tumult  in  their  presence,  &c., — but,  till  the  law  be 
made,  It  does  not  exist,  and  does  not  exist  from 
their  own  neglect ;  that  in  the  mean  time,  however, 
they  are  not  unprotected,  the  ordinary  maf^statea 
and  ooorta  of  law  bdng  open  and  eompoteni  to 
pndali  an  nqjostlfiaUe  d&turbances  or  de&mations, 
and  even  their  own  sergeant,  who  may  appoint 
deputies  adlibUum  to  aid  him,  (8  Orey  69, 147,  260,) 
is  equal  to  small  disturbances.  That  in  requiring  a 
previoua  law,  tiie  constitution  had  regard  to  the  in* 
riolaUlity  of  the  irftizen,  as  well  as  the  member : 
as,  should  one  House,  In  the  regular  form  of  a  biU, 
aim  at  too  broad  privileges,  it  may  be  checked, by 
theVtber,  and  bou  by  the  President;  and  also  as, 
the  law  being  promulgated,  the  citizen  will  know 
bow  to  avoid  offence.  But  if  oue  branch  may 
assume  its  own  privileges  without  control ;  if  it  may 
do  it  on  the  spur  of  the  occaricn,  conceal  the  law 
in  its  own  breast,  and  after  the  fact  committed, 
make  its  sentence  both  the  law  and  the  judgment 
on  that  fact;  if  the  offence  la  to  be  kept  undefined, 
and  to  be  declared  only  ex  t«  naia,  and  accordiDg 
to  the  pasdons  of  the  moment,  and  there  being  no 
limitation,  either  in  the  manner  or  measure  of  the 
punishment,  the  condition  of  the  citizen  will  be 
perilous  indeed.  Which  of  these  doctrines  is  to 
prevail,  time  will  dedde.  Where  there  is  no  fixed 
law,  the  judgment  on  any  particular  ease  is  tile  law 
oftbatpartk!ularGaBBOnly,andi^w^it.  When 
a  new  and  eraa  a  alnUlu  caae  ariaea,  the  Judgment 
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vhicb  is  to  make,  and  at  the  same  time  applj  the 
Iftw,  1b  open  to  qoestioa  and  oondderaUon,  M  ace 
•11  new  laws.  Perfaapa  Congress  in  the  iMan  time, 
in  their  care  for  the  safety  of  the  citizen,  as  well  as 
that  for  thdr  own  protection,  may  declare  b;  law 
what  is  necessary  and  proper  to  enable  them  to 
carry  hito  execution  the  powers  vested  in  them, 
and  thereby  ha^  ap  a  rule  for  the  inqtectioD  of  all 
vhi^  may  ^rect  tbe  conduct  of  the  ddsen,  and  at 
the  same  time  test  the  Jadgments  they  aball  them- 
selTes  pronounce  in  thur  own  case.^ 

I  take  it  for  granted,  th^  tmtil  Oongrees  shall 
pass  laws  reguatiog  its  privil^^  we  moat  look 
alone  at  the  ennmerated  grants  of  privilegee  in 
the  eoDstitntion,  uid  to  the  ordiniary  judicial 
Mbdnals,  for  our  neoessBry  protection  and  aa£etj. 
The  (mly  Interferenoe  wiui  the  doctrines  of  Mr. 
Jeflbreon,  npon  this  point,  happened  in  a  deci- 
sion of  the  Snpreme  Oonrt  of  ^e  United  Statea, 
in  the  case  of  Anderson  vs.  Donn.  Although 
Chat  opiatOD  does  not,  in  the  slightest  degree, 
toach  the  privilege  now  for  the  first  time  claim- 
ed in  tiiii  or  any  other  country,  yet  I  must  say, 
I  am  not  reconciled  to  its  doctrines,  I  nnder- 
Htand  the  dootrine  of  that  case  to  be,  not  only 
that  the  power  of  punishment  for  oontempts  is 
implied  from  necessity,  bat  that  the  d^ree  of 
pnnishment  is  only  limited  "to  the  least  posdble 
power  adequate  to  the  end  " — whidli  can  mean 
nothing  mote  nor  less  thm  a  power  of  ponish- 
mmt  to  any  extoit  which  tiie  offended  party 
m^  deem  adequate. 

That  case,  however,  fhmishes  a  principle  to- 
tally at  war  with  the  present  charge  npon  the 
President,  of  breach  of  privilege.  The  court 
declare  "  that  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the  power 
to  institute  a  prosecution  must  be  dependent 
upon  the  power  to  punish."  What  pi;ni8hment, 
let  me  ask,  can  one  co-ordinate  branch  of  this 
Government  inflict  upon  another?  We  can 
have  no  hesitation  in  deciding  upon  what  some 
of  his  triera  for  this  breach  of  privilege  woold 
deeh  "adequate"  punishment,  U  the  power  to 
punish  existed.  Man  tiian  one  of  nia  triers 
have  ah«ady  declared,  that  Preddent  Jackson 
has  done  that,  in  r^ard  to  this  bank,  which, 
if  done  by  a  British  monarch,  wonld  have 
brought  his  head  to  the  block.  Most  righteous 
and  merciful  Judges  I  The  President's  only  of- 
fence is,  that  he  has  presented  a  view  of  his 
own  rights  and  powers,  in  opporation  to  the 
expressed  opinions  of  the  Senate,  which  no 
Senator  has  or  can  answer,  except  by  declaring 
that  he  has  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  privily  1 
And  ^ds  result  ia  arrived  at  not  from  any  view 
of  car  own  constitution  and  lawi^  bnt  from  re* 
■earehes  into  the  nnaddterated  ntmaoue  of  the 
inivilegea  cS  a  British  PwKament, 

I  cannot  ooodnde,  rir,  witiiOBt  remarking 
npon  the  unMnd  criticisms  of  ^ntiemen  upon 
the  allusions  which  the  President  makes,  in 
jnstifioation  of  his  patriotio  motives,  to  the  en- 
doring  memorials  of  that  contest  in  which  Amer- 
ican liberty  was  purchased,  which  he  now  bears 
npon  his  bosom.  This,  too,  is  charged  to  have 
been  done  wi^i  the  low  dengn  oi  enlisting  the 
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feelings  of  the  people  on  his  aide  in  this  con- 
troversy, if  otmtroversy  it  must  be  called,  and 
some  doobta  have  even  been  ezpresaed  as  to  its 

truth.  Enumeratvulneramilet.  Let  the  soldier 
count  bis  wounds  without  reproach.  If  this 
be  crime,  and  a  breach  of  privilege  too,  is  there 
a  revolutionary  oflicer  or  soldier  Jiving,  who  ia 
not  equally  giSlty !  Search  your  records,  and 
ransack  the  pigeon-holes  of  your  Secretary's 
office,  find  the  name  of  every  one  who  has 
presented  a  petition  to  yon,  and  then  send 
yoor  sergeant-at-anns  to  bring  them  into  your 
<^amber.  Arraign,  try,  condemn,  punish,  and 
incarcerate  them ;  then  put  a  tongue  in  every 
wound  you  see,  and  teacn  it  to  sing  hosannaha 
to  the  all-pervading,  all-absorbing,  transcendent^ 
omniscient,  omnipotent  privileges  of  the  Senate. 
It  is  the  duty  of  patriotism  to  ask  the  remnant 
of  our  revolutionary  veterans  to  leave  ua  all 
the  evidences  of  the  hard^ip  and  dangers  of 
the  struggle  though  which  they  passed.  Never 
did  D«uemona  hsten  with  a  more  greedy  ear 
to  the  tales  of  Othello's  disastrous  chances,  than 
we,  in  onr  childhood,  to  the  recitals  of  the  bat- 
tles, sieges,  and  fortones  of  onr  revolotionary 
heroes :  **  so  well  their  words  become  them  as 
their  wounds ;  they  smacked  of  hmor  both." 
When  they  have  gone,  let  na  repeat  their  stories  to 
our  progeny,  till  we  see  the  tear  <tf  gratitude  glis- 
tening  in  their  eyes,  and  th^  ooantenances  light- 
ed  up  with  a  glow  of  patriotism  direct  from  the 
heart.  Then  tnm  to  uiem  the  other  side  of  the 
tapestry.  Show  them  envy,  tihe  malice,  unohar- 
itableness,  and  mad  ambition  of  the  wretch, 
in  bmnan  form,  who  never  perilled  a  hair  in 
his  oountry's  service,  stretching  out  his  sacri- 
legious hand  to  snatcdi  a  laurel  from  the  silvered 
brow  of  the  aged  warrior,  sinking  to  his  eter- 
nal rest, 

ToBDATf  April  2B. 

Kr.  Ol4t  moved  to  take  np  the  report  oon- 
taining  an  aocoout  of  the  aggregate  number  cS 
individuals  who  had  signed  memorials  for  and 
against  the  United  States  Bank.  By  the  report, 
it  appears  that  114,914  persons  had  petitioned 
for  relief  from  the  distress  consequent  upon  the 
late  act  of  the  Executive,  and  8.721  had  pre- 
sented memorials  of  an  oppo^te  character. 
Mr.  0.  moved  that  the  report  be  printed,  with 
1,000  additional  copies. 

Kr.  FoBSTTH  would  like  to  know  how  many 
persons  had  signed  memorials  from  the  city  of 
Philadelphia. 

The  Secretary  intimated  that  he  oould  not 
immediately  ^ve  this  information.  The  aeoonnt 
of  the  meetings  in  Philadelphia  was  not  in  a 
condensed  form — was  scattered  over  the  report. 

Mr.  FoBSTTHthen,  with  the  permission  of  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  would  move  to  lay  the 
report  on  the  table  until  to-morrow.  He  would 
examine  it  in  the  mean  time,  and  procure  the 
information  he  required. 

Ur.  Out  had  no  objeotitm. 


S^fMTt  to  Diatn—  Petitiom. 
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Mr.  Pdihdbxtse,  vith  the  leave  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  PennsflTaaia,  would  make  a  report. 
The  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was 
reiiBrred  the  pettti<m  of  28fi  Poles,  reoeiitij  ar- 
rived In  this  ooontir,  had  intnuted  him  to 
make  a  repwt,  aocompauied  wiUi  a  bill.  The 
eonunittee  did  not  reoogidze  Uie  policy  of  grant- 
ing land,  generally,  to  foreigners  who  Bon^ht 
range  on  these  shores ;  hot  were  of  opinion 
that  an  exception  should  be  made  in  favor  of 
the  gallant  and  unfortunate  Strang  ere,  in  the 
present  case.  After  passing  a  eulogium  upon 
Poland  and  her  noble  sons,  the  report  went  on 
to  describe  the  pecnUar  case  of  the  petitioners, 
and  concluded  by  reoommendiug  tnat  a  por- 
tion of  land  he  granted  to  them  in  IBdiigan,  or 
aome  other  suitable  Territory.  Mr.  P.  aaid  he 
voald  ask  that  the  bill  he  had  presented  be 
made  a  special  (ffder  far  Tlrarsd^  week.  H 
any  thing  ware  done  in  this  matter,  it  was  neo- 
essary  tiiat  it  ahonld  be  done  quickly.  The 
eaxly  attention  of  tiie  Benate  would  enable  the 
Hooae  to  act  npon  the  nil^dct  during  the  pres- 
ent MSiaon. 

The  proporition  was  agreed  to. 


WSDNBSDAY,  April  80. 

Prendmt*$  Protat. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  oonsidera- 
iion  ol  the  nmdal  order,  being  the  resolutions 
<^ered  by  Iv.  Pqisiwztbb,  as  modified  by  Ur. 
Clut; 

The  question  bdng  on  the  moti(Hi  of  Mr. 
Bibb  to  amend — 

Mr.  Cut  roee.  Never,  sidd  he^  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, have  I  known  or  read  of  an  administrfr- 
tion  which  expires  with  so  much  agony,  and  so 
little  composure  and  resignation,  as  that  which 
now  anfortnnately  has  the  control  of  pnblio 
affurs  in  this  coontiT.  It  exhibits  a  state  of 
mind,  feverish,  fretful,  and  fidgety,  hounding 
recklessly  from  one  desperate  expedient  to  an- 
other, without  any  sober  or  settled  purpose. 
Ever  since  the  dog-da^s  of  last  summer,  it  has 
been  making  a  snooesuoD  ai  the  moat  extrava- 
gant plunges,  of  which  the  eztnuvdinory  cabi- 
net pm>er,  a  sort  of  appeal  from  a  dissenting 
cabinet  to  the  people,  was  the  first ;  and  the 
protest,  a  direct  appeal  from  the  Senate  to  the 
people,  ifl  the  last  md  the  worse. 

A  new  philosophy  has  sprung  up  within  a 
few  years  past,  caUed  phrenology.  There  is,  I 
beUeve,  something  in  it,  but  not  quit«  as  much 
as  its  ardent  followers  proclaim.  According 
to  its  doctrines,  the  leading  pasdoo,  propensity, 
and  characteristics,  of  every  man  are  developed 
in  his  phymcal  conformation,  chiefly  in  the 
structure  ol  hia  head.  Gall  and  Spurzheim,  its 
fonnders,  or  most  eminent  propagators,  being 
dead,  I  regret  that  neither  of  tiiem  can  examine 
the  head  of  our  illustrious  Chief  Magistrate. 
Bnt,  if  it  oonld  be  surveyed  by  Dr.  Caldwell,  of 
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Transylvania  University,  I  am  persuaded  that 
he  would  find  the  organ  of  destmctdveness  prom- 
inentiy  developed.  Except  an  enormous  fabric 
of  Executive  power  for  himself,  the  President 
has  built  up  nothing,  constructed  nothinj^  and 
will  leave  no  enduring  monument  of  bis  Munin- 
istratitn.  He  goes  for  destruction,  universal 
destmction ;  and  it  seems  to  be  his  greatest 
ambition  to  efflwe  and  obliterate  every  trace 
of  the  wisdom  of  his  predecessors.  He  has  dis- 
played this  remarkable  trait  throughout  his 
whole  life,  whether  in  private  walks  or  in  the 

Eublio  service.  He  signally  and  gloriously  ex- 
ibited  that  peculiar  organ  when  contending 
against  the  enemies  of  his  country  in  the  battle 
of  New  Orleans.  For  that  brilliant  exploit,  .no 
one  has  ever  been  more  ready  than  myself  to 
award  him  all  due  honor.  At  the  head  of  our 
armies  was  hia  appropriate  portion,  and  most 
unfortunate  for  has  fame  was  the  day  when  he 
entered  on  the  career  of  administration  as  the 
diief  Executive  officer.  He  lives  by  exdte- 
ment,  perpetual,  agitating  excitement,  and 
woald  die  in  a  state  of  perfect  repose  and 
tranqnilli^.  He  has  never  oeen  without  some 
BDbJeet  of  attack,  either  in  indiridnals,  or  in 
mawes,  or  in  institutions.  I  have  been  myself 
one  of  his  favorites,  and  I  do  not  know  hnt  that 
I  have  recently  recommended  myself  to  his 
special  r^ard.  Doting  his  administration  this 
has  been  his  constant  course.  The  Indians  and 
Indian  policy,  internal  improvements,  the  colo- 
nial trade,  the  Supreme  Court,  Congress,  the 
hank,  have  successively  experienced  the  attacks 
of  his  haughty  and  imperious  spirit.  And  if 
he  traiwles  the  bank  in  the  dust,  my  word  for 
it,  we  wall  see  Mm  qnlokly  in  diase  of  some 
new  subject  of  his  vengeance.  This  is  the  gen- 
uine spirit  of  conquerors  and  of  conquest.  It  is 
said  by  the  biographer  of  Alexander  the  Great, 
that,  after  he  had  completed  his  Asiatic  con- 
quests, he  seemed  to  sigh  because  there  were 
no  more  worlds  for  him  to  subdue ;  and,  finding 
without  no  further  employment  for  his  valor 
or  his  arms,  he  turned  within  himself  to  search 
the  means  to  gratify  his  insatiable  thirst  of 
glory.  What  sort  of  conquest  he  achieved  of 
himself^  the  same  biographer  tragically  records. 

Already  has  the  f^«^dent  rimled  out  and 
designated,  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 
the  new  ol^eot  of  his  hostile  pursmt ;  and  the 
protest,  which  I  am  now  to  consider,  is  his  dei-  ' 
claration  of  war.  What  has  provoked  it  7  The 
Senate,  a  component  part  of  the  Congress  of 
the  Cnited  Statee,  at  its  last  adjournment  left 
the  Treasury  of  ute  United  States  in  the  safe 
custody  of  the  persons  and  places  assigned  by 
law  to  keep  it.  Upon  re-assembling,  it  found 
the  treasure  removed;  some  of  its  guardians 
displaced;  all,  remaining,  brought  under  the 
immediate  control  of  the  President's  sole  will: . 
and  the  Prudent  having  free  and  nnobstruoted 
access  to  the  public  mon^.  The  Senate  be- 
lieves that  the  parse  (tf  the  nation  is,  by  the 
oonstitation  and  laws,  Intnisted  to  the  ex<dodve 
legpAlatiTe  care  of  Congress.  It  haa  dared  to 
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avow  and  express  this  opimon,  in  a  resolation 
adopted  on  the  28th  Maroh  last  That  reeola- 
tion  was  preceded  by  a  debate  of  three  montha' 
dnratliHi,  in  the  pn^^reas  of  which,  the  able 
and  sealoQs  supporters  of  the  Ezeontive  in  the 
Senate,  were  attentively  heard.  Every  argu- 
ment which  their  am^e  resoorces,  or  Uiose  of 
the  members  of  the  Executive,  oonld  supply, 
was  listened  to  with  respect,  and  duly  weighed. 
After  fall  deliberation,  toe  Senate  expressed  its 
conviction  that  the  Executive  bad  violated  the 
constitution  and  laws.  It  cautioosly  refrained, 
ia  the  resolution,  from  all  examination  into  the 
motives  or  intention  of  the  Executive ;  it  ascrib- 
ed no  bad  ones  to  him ;  it  restricted  itself  to  a 
simple  dedaraUon  of  its  solemn  bdief  that  the 
oonstitntion  and  laws  bad  been  violated,  This 
is  the  extent  of  the  oflenoe  of  the  Senate.  This 
is  what  it  has  done  to  exdte  the  Executive  in- 
^gnation,  and  to  bring  upon  it  the  infliction  of 
tiie  denunciatory  prot^ 

The  President  comes  down  upon  the  Senate, 
and  demands  that  it  record  upon  its  Journal  this 

{trotest.  He  recommends  no  measure — nolegis- 
ation  whatever.  He  proposes  no  Exeoative 
proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  Senate.  He  re- 
quests the  recording  of  his  protest,  and  he  re- 
quests nothing  more  nor  less.  The  Senate  has 
abstained  from  pntting  on  its  own  record  any 
vindication  of  the  resolution  of  which  the  Presi- 
dent complains.  It  has  not  aaked  of  him  to 
plaoe  it,,  where  he  says  he  has  pnt  hia  protest, 
in  tiie  archives  of  the  Ezeonldve.  He  aedres, 
therefore,  to  be  done  for  him,  on  the  Journal 
of  the  Senate^  what  has  not  been  done  for  it- 
self. The  Senate  keeps  no  recording  office  for 
protests,  deeds,  wills,  or  other  instruments. 
The  constitution  enjoins  that  '*  each  House  shall 
keepa  Journal  of  its  proceedings."  In  conform- 
ity witix  this  re(|uirement,  me  Senate  does 
keep  a  Journal  of  its  proceedings — not  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Executive,  or  any  other  depart- 
ment of  the  Government,  except  so  far  as  they 
reii^  directly  to  the  business  of  the  Senate. 
ThR  Presilent  sometimee  profteses  to  favor  a 
HtilDt  eonstmotion  of  the  oonstitntion,  at  least 
in  rwtfd  to  the  powers  of  all  the  departments  of 
the  Oorenunent  other  than  that «  which  he  is 
the  ohieC  As  to  that,  he  is  the  greatest  latitudi- 
narian  tiiathaa  ever  filled  the  office  of  President. 
Upon  any  fair  construction  of  the  constitution, 
how  can  iJie  Senate  be  called  upon  to  record 
upon  its  Jonrnal  any  proceedings  but  its  own ! 
It  ia  true,  that  the  ordinary  Messages  of  the 
I^esident  are  usually  inserted  at  large  in  the 
Jounial.  Strictly  speaking,  it  perhaps  ought 
never  to  have  been  done,;  but  they  have  been 
heretofore  re^stered,  because  they  relate  to  the 
general  budness  of  the  Senate,  either  in  its  legis- 
uitive  or  executive  character,  and  have  been 
the  basis  of  subsequent  proceedings.  The  pro- 
test stands  upon  totally  distinct  ground. 

The  Preddent  professes  to  consider  himself 
as  chained,  by  the  resolution,  witii  "  the  high 
crime  of  violating  the  laws  and  conatltntion  of 
my  oonntry."  He  declares  that  "  qda  of  the 
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most  important  branches  of  the  Govemmrat, 
in  its  offidal  eapadty,  in  a  pnblio  manner,  and 
by  its  recorded  sentence,  bnt  wiUiont  preoedte^ 
oomp^entaothoritj^OTjast  cause,  declares  him 
gnilty  of  a  breach  of  the  laws  and  constitotiwi." 
The  protest  ftuther  alleges,  that  such  an  act  as 
the  c<mstitation  desorib^  "  constitntes  a  high 
crime— one  of  the  highest,  indeed,  which  the 
President  can  commit — a  crime  which  justly 
exposes  him  to. an  impeachment  by  the  House 
of  Bepresentatives ;  and,  upon  due  conviction, 
to  removal  from  office,  and  to  the  complete  and 
inunntable  disfranchisement  prescribed  by  the 
constitution.'*  It  also  asserts:  "The  resolu- 
tion, then,  was  an  impeachment  <^  the  Presi- 
dent ;  and  in  its  passage  amoonts  to  a  declara- 
tion by  a  m^cnity  w  the  Senate^  that  he  ia 

Soilty  of  an  impeachable  olfenoe."  The  Presi- 
ent  Is  also  of  opinion  "  that  the  resotntioa 
does  not  expressly  all^  that  the  assumption 
of  power  and  anthority  which  it  condemns,  was 
intentional  and  corrupt,  is  no  answer  to  the 
preceding  view  of  its  character  and  effect  The 
act  thus  condemned  necessarily  implies  volition 
and  design  in  the  individual  to  whom  it  is  im- 

{ rated ;  and,  being  lawful  in  its  character,  the 
egal  conclusion  is,  tiiat  it  was  prompted  by 
improper  motives  and  committed  with  an  un- 
lawful intent"  •  •  •  •  •  "The  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  therefore,  has  been, 
by  a  minority  of  his  oonstitutional  triers,  aiy 
cused  and  found  gidU^  of  an  impeaobaUe  tif- 
fenoe." 

Such  are  the  deliberate  views,  entertained  by 
the  Preudent,  of  the  implications,  effects,  and 
consequences  of  the  resolation.  It  is  scarcely 
necessary  to  say  that  they  are  totally  different 
from  any  which  were  entert^ed  by  the  Ben- 
ate,  or  by  the  mover  of  the  resolution.  The 
Senate  carefnUy  abstained  frtim  looking  into  the 
quo  animo,  from  all  examination  into  the  mo- 
tives or  intention  with  which  the  violation  of 
the  constitution  and  laws  was  made.  No  one 
knows  those  motives  and  intentions  better  than 
the  Fraddent  bimaelt  Jths  chooses  to  somdy 
the  omission  of  the  resolution ;  if  he  thinks 
proper  to  prononnoe  lua  own  self-oondemna- 
tion ;  his  gnilt  does  not  flow  from  what  the 
Senate  has  done,  bnt  from  his  own  avowal. 
Having  oaationsly  avoided  to  pass  upon  his 
goilt  by  pre-judgment,  so  neither  ought  his  ac- 
quittal to  be  pronounced  by  anticipation. 

Bat,  I  would  ask,  in  what  tone,  temj^r,  and 
spirit,  does  the  President  come  to  the  Senate  t 
As  a  great  state  culprit,  who  has  been  arraigned 
at  the  bar  of  justice,  or  sentenced  as  guilty  ? 
Does  he  maniiest  any  of  those  compunctious 
vidtings  of  conscience  which  a  guilty  violator 
of  the  constitution  and  laws  of  uie  land  ought 
to  fsdi?  Does  he  address  himself  to  a  high 
court  with  the  reject,  to  say  nothing  of  hu- 
mility, which  a  person  accused  or  convicted 
would  naturally  leel  f  Ko,  no.  He  comes  as 
if  the  Senate  were  guilty ;  and  as  if  he  were  in 
the  judgment  seat,  and  the  Senate  stood  accused 
before  him.  He  arraigns  the  Senate ;  puts  it 
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upon  trial ;  oondemna  It  t  he  comes  as  if  be  felt 
himself  elevated  far  above  the  Senate,  and  be- 
yond all  reach  of  the  law,  smrounded  by  tinap- 
proaobahle  impmiitj.  He  who  professes  to  be 
an  innocent  and  i^Jored  man,  ffraveljr  acousee 
the  Senate,  and  modestly  aaks  it  to  pat  upon 
its  ovm  record  his  eoutenoe  of  oondenmation  I 
^nien  bdbra  did  tike  arraigned  or  convicted 
partj  demand  the  oonrt  wUch  yna  to  try, 
or  Dad  condemned  hi&if  to  enter  nptm  their 
reetads  a  severe  dflmmdatifflL  of  fhelr  own  con- 
duct ?  The  Freddent  presenta  himself  before 
the  Senate,  not  in  the  garb  of  snfiMng  inno- 
oenoe,  hat  in  imperial  and  royal  costome — as  a 
dictator,  to  rebiuce  a  refractory  Senate ;  to  com- 
mand it  to  reorad  his  solemn  protest;  to  obas- 
tise  it  for  disobedience. 

"Tbe  tesrti  of  prino«Bkln  oMIeww, 
Bomiiflhthorl0T«lt;  bat  to  ■tobkora  tpbtta 
Tiuj  swell,  tndgrow  « tnriU*  as  stormi,'* 

We  shall  better  comprehend  the  nature  of  the 
reqaeet  whloh  the  President  has  made  of  the 
Senate,  by  reforring  to  his  own  opinions  express- 
ed in  tJie  protest.  He  says  titat  tbe  resolntion 
Is  a  leoordedsentraioe^  "batwitiiontpreoedent, 
Jost  oeose,  or  competent  antiinify."  He  "  is 
pflrfiaetly  oonvinoed  that  the  discnMon  and  pas- 
sage of  the  above-mentioned  reeolntions  were 
not  only  mianthorized  by  the  coostitation,  but 
In  many  renteots  repngnant  to  its  proviraons, 
and  snhversive  of  the  rights  secared  by  it  to 
other  oo-ordinate  departments."  We  had  no 
rlglit,  it  seems,  then,  even  to  disonss,  mnoh  less 
express  any  opinion,  on  the  President's  pro- 
ceedings encroaching  tmon  onr  constilntional 
powers.  And  what  right  bed  the  President  to 
took  at  an  into  oar  discussions !  What  becomes 
of  the  constitational  prorisicai  which,  spfMddng 
(tf  Congress,  declares,  ^Sor  any  speech  or  de- 
bate in  either  House,  they  slull  not  he  ques- 
tioned in  any  other  place  9  " 

The  Premdent  thinks  "  the  resolution  of  the 
Sea  ate  is  wholly  raiaathorized  by  the  oonstita- 
tion,  and  in  derogation  of  its  entire  spirit"  He 
intMuaims  that  the  passage,  recording,  and  pro- 
mulgation of  the  resolution,  afiBzes  gailt  and 
disgrace  to  the  President,  "  Ln  a  manner  unau- 
thorized by  the  constitution."  But,  says  the 
Prerident,  if  the  Bwate  had  Just  cause  to  enter- 
tain the  belief  that  the  House  of  Bepreaenta- 
taves  would  not  impeaoh  him,  that  cannot  jostify 
"the  assompticm  by  the  Senate  powers  not 
emftcred  1^  the  oon^atlon."  The  protest 
ecmtinnes:  "  It  is  only  necessary  to  lo<^  at  tiie 
condition  in  which  the  Senate  and  the  Resi- 
dent have  been  placed  by  this  proceeding,  to 
perceive  its  utter  Incompatibiu^  with  the 
provirions  and  the  spirit  of  the  constitation, 
and  with  the  plainest  dictates  of  humanity  and 
justice."  A  maiorify  of  the  Senate  assume  the 
fanction  which  oelongs  to  the  Honse  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  "convert  themselves  into  ac- 
cusers, witnesses,  oonnseL  and  judges,  and  pre- 
judge the  whole  case."  If  the  Honse  of  Rep- 
resentatives shall  consider  that  there  is  no  cause 
«f  inqpeaohment,  and  prefer  none^  "thni  will 
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the  violation  of  privily  as  it  respects  that 
House,  of  justice  as  it  regards  the  Presid^t, 
and  of  the  constitution  as  it  relates  to  both,  be 
more  conspicuous  and  impres^ve."  The  Senate 
is  ohu-ged  with  the  anconstitatioDal  pow^ 
of  arraigning  and  censuring  the  official  oonduA 
of  the  laeontive."  The  people,  says  the  protest, 
will  be  compelled  to  adopt  the  ooncludcm, 
"either  that  the  Chief  Magistrate  was  un- 
worthy (tf  thdr  respect,  or  that  the  Senate  was 
chareeable  with  ealomny  and  ii^ostloe."  There 
can  be  no  doabt  which  branch  of  this  alteroa* 
tive  was  intended  to  be  applied.  The  President 
throughout  the  protest,  labors  to  prove  himself 
worthy  of  all  respect  m>m  the  pe(^le.  Finally, 
the  pTOffldent  says,  "  It  is  due  to  the  high  trust 
with  which  I  have  been  diarged,  to  those  who 
may  be  called  to  succeed  meiu  it^  to  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  whose  constitutional 
pren^tive  has  been  unlawful^-  assumed,  to 
the  people  and  to  the  States,  ana  to  the  consti- 
tutdon  they  have  established,  that  I  should  not 
permit  its  provisions  to  be  brok«i  down  by 
such  an  attack  on  the  Ezeootlve  department, 
without  at  lea^  some  effort  *  to  pesenre,  pro* 
tect  and  def^  ft«n.* " 

These  are  the  opinions  which  tiie  Premdwt 
expresses  In  the  protest,  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Senate.  In  every  form,  and  every  variety  of 
expression,  he  accuses  it  of  violating  the  ex- 
press ^anguage  and  spirit  of  the  constitution ; 
of  encroaching  not  only  on  his  prerogatives,  but 
those  of  the  House  of  Representatives ;  of  for- 
getting the  sacred  character  and  impartiality 
which  belong  to  the  highest  coart  of  justice  in 
the  Union ;  of  injustice,  of  inhumanity,  and  of 
calumny.  And  we  are  politely  requested  to 
spread  np<m  onr  own  Jonmal  these  c^rinions 
entertained  of  as  hr  tSie  President,  that  Giey 
ta&f  be  perpetoaDy  preserved  and  handed  down 
to  posterity!  The  President  respectfolly  re- 
quests itt  He  might  as  well  have  come  to  us 
and  respeetftilly  requested  as  to  allow  him  to 
pall  onr  noses,  or  kick  as,  or  receive  his  stripes 
upon  oar  backs.  The  degradation  would  not 
have  been  much  more  humiliating. 

The  President  tells  us,  in  the  same  protest, 
that  any  breach  or  violation  of  the  constitution 
and  laws,  draws  after  it,  necessarily  implies, 
volition  and  design,  and  that  the  l^al  conolu- 
non  is,  that  it  was  prompted  by  improper  mo- 
tives, and  committed  with  an  unlawfdl  intent. 
He  pronounces,  therefore,  that  the  Senate,  in 
the  violatiffliB  m  t^ie  ocmstitntion  which  he  de- 
liberately imputes  to  it,  is  gnllhr ;  that  v(^tion 
and  design,  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  are  peo- 
essarlly  implied ;  and  that  the  legal  oonolaaon 
is,  that  the  Senate  was  prompted  by  improper 
motives,  and  c<nnmittea  the  violation  with  an 
onlawftu  intent.  And  hemostrespeotfhUy  and 
kindly  solicits  of  the  Senate  to  overleap  the 
restr^t  of  the  constitution,  which  limits  its 
Journal  to  the  record  of  its  own  proceedings- 
and  place  alongside  of  them  his  seotmoe  c€  con- 
demnation of  the  Senate. 

That  the  Freeident  did  not  intend  to  make 
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the  Journal  of  the  Senate  a  mediam  of  convey- 
ing Ms  sentiments  to  the  people,  is  manifest 
He  knows  perfectly  well  how  to  address  to  them 
his  appeals.  And  the  remarkable  &ct  is  eetab- 
liaheo,  by  his  private  Secretary,  tbaL^simulta- 
neonsly  with  uie  trangmiariog  to  the  Senate  of 
hb  protest,  a  duplicate  was  transmitted  to  tile 
Globe,  his  offitual  paper,  for  publication;  and 
it  was  forthwith  pnbliBhed  accordingly.  For 
what  pnrpose,  then,  was  it  sent  here  I  It  is 
painfal  to  avow  the  belief  bat  one  is  c<nnpdled 
to  think  it  was  only  seat  in  a  ^irit  of  insolt 
and  defiance. 

The  President  is  not  content  with  vindicating 
his  own  rights.  He  steps  forward  to  maintain 
the  privileges  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
also.  Why  ?  Was  it  to  make  tbe  Honse  his 
ally,  and  to  estate  its  indignation  ag^st  the 
offending  Senate  I  Is  not  uie  Honse  perfectly 
competent  to  sostain  its  own  privileges  agtunst 
amy  assanltl  I  should  like  to  see,  sir,  a  reso- 
lotion  introduced  into  the  Honse,  ailing  a 
breach  of  its  privil^es  by  a  resointion  of  the 
Senate,  which  was  intended  to  mainti^n  an  vio- 
lated the  oonstitntional  ri^ts  of  both  Honaes  in 
'  r^ard  to  the  pnbUo  parse,  and  to  be  present  at 
its  discussion. 

The  President  exhibits  great  irritation  and 
impatience  at  the  presamptuousness  of  a  reso- 
lution, which,  without  the  imputation  of  any 
bad  intention  or  de^go,  ventures  to  allege  that 
he  has  violated  the  constitatiou  and  laws.  His 
oonstitution&i  and  official  infallibiUty  must  not 
be  questioned.  To  controvert  it  is  aa  sot  of 
injustice,  inhumanily,  and  calomny.  He  is 
treated  as  a  criminal,  and,  without  annunona,  he 
is  prfjudged,  condemned,  and  sentenced.  Is 
the  Praddeot  sompulotuly  oarefol  of  the  mem- 
ory of  the  dead,  or  the  feelings  of  the  livine,  in 
reroeot  to  violations  of  the  oonstitution }  If  a 
-riolation  by  him  implies  criminal  guUt,  a  vio- 
lation by  them  cannot  be  innocent  and  guUtiess. 
And  how  has  the  President  treated  the  memory 
of  the  immortal  Father  of  his  Ooontry?  that 
great  man,  who,  for  purity  of  purpose  and 
character,  wisdom  and  moderation,  unsullied 
virtue  and  unsurpassed  patriotism,  is  without 
oompetitioD  in  past  history  or  among  living 
inen,w^  whose  equal  we  scarcely  due  hope 
will  evOT  be  agiun  pre^nted  as  a  blessing  to 
mankind.  How  has  he  been  treated  by  the 
President  ?  Has  he  not  agtun  and  ogam  pro- 
nounced that,  by  approving  tiie  bill  chartering 
the.first  Bank  of  the  United  States,  Washii^n 
violated  the  oonstitution  of  his  country  ?  That 
vit^tion,  according  to  the  President,  included 
volition  and  desi^ ;  was  prompted  by  improper 
motives,  and  was  committed  witii  an  unlawful 
intent.  It  was  the  n^ore  inexcusable  in  Wash- 
ington, because  he  assisted  and  presided  in  the 
owivention  which  foriued  the  constitution.  If 
it  be  unjust  to  arraign,  try  unheard,  and  con- 
demn as  guilty,  a  living  man  filling  an  exalted 
office,  vlui  all  the  splendor,  power,  and  influ- 
enbe  wldoh  lhat  office  possMses,  how  much 
mx*6  cnuHis  it  to  disturb  tiieaaored  ondvener- 
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ated  ashes  of  the  illustrious  dead,  who  can 
raise  no  voice  and  make  no  protests  against  the 
imputation  of  high  crime  ? 

What  has  been  the  treatment  of  the  Presi- 
dent towards  that  other  lllnsbious  man,  yet 
spared  to  us,  but  who  is  lingering  upon  the  very 
verge  of  eternity  ?  Has  ne  abstained  frtnn 
charging  the  Fi^er  of  the  Constitution  with 
criminal  intent  in  violating  tiie  constitution? 
Mr.  Madison,  like  Washington,  assisted  in  tho 
formation  of  the  constitution ;  was  one  of  its 
ablest  expounders  aud  advocates ;  and  was  op- 
posed, on  coustitntionalground,  to  tiie  first  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  But,  yielding  to  the  force 
of  circumstances,  and  especially  to  the  great 
principle,  that  the  peace  and  stability  of  human 
society  require  that  a  controverted  question, 
which  has  been  finally  settied  by  all  the  depart- 
menta  of  Oovemment  by  long  acooiesoence,  and 
by  the  people  themselves,  shonla  not  he  apm 
to  perpetual  dironte  and  disturbance,  he  sp- 
proved  the  VSSl  chartering  the  present  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  Even  he,  the  name  of  James 
Madison,  which  is  but  another  for  purity,  p&- 
triotinn,  profound  leamiiu^  and  enli^tened  ex- 
perience, cannot  eso^w  the  imputations  of  his 
presoit  successor. 

And,  lastiy,  how  often  has  he  charged  Oon- 
gress  itself  with  open  violations  of  tho  constitu- 
tion i  Times  almost  without  number.  During 
th9  present  session  he  has  sent  in  a  message,  in 
regtvd  to  the  land  bilLinwhiohhe  has  charged 
it  with  an  undisguised  violation.  A  violation 
so  palpable,  that  it  is  not  even  disguised ;  and 
must,  thtfefore,  necessarily  imply  a  criminal  in- 
tent Sir,  the  advisers  of  the  President,  who- 
ever they  are,  deceive  him  and  themaelTea. 
They  have  vainly  supposed  that,  by  an  appeal 
to  the  people,  and  on  exhibition  of  tiie  wounds 
of  the  President,  they  could  enlist  the  sympa- 
thies md  the  commiseration  of  the  people — ^that 
the  name  of  Andrew  Jackson  would  bear  down 
the  Senate  and  aU  opposition.  They  have  yet 
to  learn,  what  they  will  soon  leam,  that  even 
a  good  and  respon^ble  name  may  be  used  so 
frequeutiy,  as  an  endorser,  that  its  oredit  and 
the  public  confidence  in  its  solidity,  have  been 
seriously  impaired.  They  mistake  the  intelli- 
gence <^  the  people,  who  ore  not  pr^ared  to 
see  uid  sanction  uie  President  putting  forth  in- 
discriminate chaises  of  a  violation  of  the  con- 
stitution against  whomsoever  he  pleases,  and 
exhibiting  unmeasured  rage  and  iodtonation, 
when  his  own  in&lUUlity  »  dared  to  m  qnsi- 
tioned. 


U0NDA.T,  May  6. 

PrendenVa  Protest. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  oonsideratioa 
of  the  reecdntions  of  Mr.  Founnzm^  as  modi* 
fied  on  motion  of  Mr.  Out  ; 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  offiared 
by  Mr.  Bon- 
Mr.  WuaBT  said  he  had  to  thank  the  Sonata 
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for  its  indulgence  in  penmtting  him  now  to 
extricate  himself  from  the  tmpleasant  pontion 
in  which  he  had,  for  Beveral  daya,  been  placed 
in  relation  to  the  present  debate.  When  he 
obtuned  the  floor,  lonr  days  ago,  his  prindpal 
and  almost  only  ol^ect  was  to  reply  to  some 
of  the  remarks  which  on  that  haa  been  made 
hf  the  honorable  Soiator  fiomEttitDckT,  (Mr. 
Clax.)  Althon^  time  had  been  pTUi  to  him  for 
ftirtber  r^eetion,  he  still  conld  not  connderit 
his  daty  materially  to  alter  that  oonrae.  The 
proceedings  of  the  morning  had  erinoed  to  him 
a  strong  mspoaition  in  the  Senate  to  dose  the 
debate,  and  he  hoped  not  to  oconpy  so  mnch  of 
their  time  as  to  show  any  other  inclination. 
In  answer  to  a  snggestion  which  had  fallen 
from  some  honorable  Senator  in  the  course  of 
tiie  morning,  he  betieved  he  could  sfiy  that  the 
time  which  had  elapsed  ^nce  he  had  been  enti- 
tled to  the  floor,  would  not  indnce  him  to  ex- 
tend his  remarks,  or  to  make  a  larger  draft 
iip<Hi  the  time  of  the  body,  than  be  shonld  have 
done,  If  he  had  bem  permitted  to  raooeed  the 
Ii«unsUe  SrauitOT  more  Immediatdy.  The 
ddar  had  been  nnpleasant  to  him,  bnt  he  had 
tried  to  improve  it  to  condense  rather  than 
extend  his  remarks. 

The  question  before  the  Senate  was  the  dis- 
podtion  which  should  be  made,  by  that  body, 
of  the  p«>er  npon  the  table,  denominated  the 
President  s  protest. 

The  paper  complained  that  the  Senate  had 
passed  a  sentence  against  the  Freeident,  in  its 
natnie  and  character  judicial,  while  the  proTis- 
ions  of  the  constitntiou  had  not  been  observed 
in  the  proceeding.  It  ccmiplained  t3iat  the 
Senate  had  TirtnaUy  ocmstltiited  itself  the  im- 
peaching body,  by  the  course  It  had  taken, 
whereas  the  constitntion  had  oonferred  the 
sole  power  of  impeachment  upon  the  House  of 
BepresentatiTes ;  that  it  had  proceeded  to  final 
judgment  and  sentence  against  the  accused, 
without  allowing  him  a  trial  upon  the  acciua' 
tion,  or  the  privilege  of  being  heard  in  his  de- 
fence ;  that  the  lava  for  the  organization  of  the 
Senate  in  such  cases  had  not  been  observed, 
inasmuch  as  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  had  not  been  called  to  preside  over  its 
d^beratlons,  and  as  no  '*  oaUi  or  a£Brmation  " 
bad  been  administered  to  the  in^Tidnal  Sena- 
tors — a  qnaUfication  whidi  ^  oonslxtution 
ezpresdy  required  to  enable  them  to  dt  in  the 
high  court  for  the  trial  of  impeachments :  and 
it  farther  complained  that  the  sentence  of  the 
Senate  had  i>een  pronounced  and  made  a  per- 
petnal  record,  by  entry  upon  its  Journal,  with- 
out having  received  the  vote  of  two-thirda, 
required  by  the  constitution  to  authorize  the 
Senate  to  enter  a  Judgment  €t  gdlty  against  any 
public  ofBcer. 

Ur.  W.  said  it  was  not  his  purpose,  at  this 
time,  to  examine  the  justice  of  these  complaints. 
Upon  a  former  occasion,  and  when  the  resolu- 
tion consplained  of  was  before  the  Senate,  he  hod 
been  indulged  with  the  opportunity  to  submit  his 
Tie^B  upon  oU  the  fanportant  qaeetions  iuTolTed 
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in  the  paper  now  under  consideration.  The 
deliberate  conviction  of  his  own  mind  then  was^ 
that  the  resoktion  was,  and  must  be  consid- 
ered, judicial  in  its  character ;  that  its  passage 
must  be  held  as  a  final  judgment  upon  an  im- 
peachment for  the  offences  specified  in  it;  and 
that  all  the  moral  conseqneneeeof  such  a  judg- 
ment, upon  the  officer  against  wh<Kn  it  was 
directed,  ml^t  follow  its  recwd  imon  the 
Journal  of  tiie  Senate.  He  had  cot,  boweverf 
then  been  fortonate  enough  to  convince  the 
midority  of  the  Senate  that  his  portions  were 
well  taken,  and  he  had  no  hope  that  a  repeti- 
tion of  that  effort  would  be  attended  with  any 
better  success  now.  Upon  a  careful  review  of 
the  aigument  he  bad  then  made,  he  could  not 
promise  himself  that  he  could  mend  or  strength- 
en it  by  a  repetition,  and  he  woald  not  consume 
the  time  of  the  Senate  by  an  attempt  to  do  so. 
He  said  he  should  bold  himself  excused  from 
the  discussion  of  these  questions  npcm  tiie  pres- 
ent ooearion,  even  if  he  had  not  atteiiq>tea  to 
estabUiih  than  by  ar^ment  when  the  resolnf 
tion  was  under  discussion,  because  the  communi- 
cation of  the  President  argued  t^m  at  laxigQi 
and,  in  his  humble  jndgment,  that  paper  wm 
its  own  best  defence  upon  these  points.  He 
had  not  heard  its  material  fiusts  impugned,  or 
its  reasoning  sucoes^lly  assailed ;  and  surely 
it  was  unnecessary  for  him  to  attempt  to  defend 
that  which  was  already  sufficiently  defwded. 
By  any  attempt  to  stren^hen  what  seemed  to 
him  impregnable,  he  might  impair  a  defence 
which  did  not  call  for  his  support. 

Kr.  V.  said  his  olject  would  therefore  be, 
to  g^ve  to  ^e  Senate,  as  contnsely  as  he  mighL 
his  views  of  the  immediate  qnesticma  pnaeattA 
for  thrir  deddon,  and  th«i  to  proceed  in  Us 
replies  to  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky. 
In  order,  however,  that  the  whole  suldect 
ml^t  be  clearly  understood,  he  considered  It 
his  duty,  bef<ffe  he  proceeded  further,  to  correct 
one  mutake  wl)ich  several  gentlemen  seemed 
to  have  fallen  into  at  the  early  part  of  the  dis- 
cnsnon.  He  referred  more  particularly  to  both 
the  honorable  Senators  from  New  Jersey,  be- 
cause their  remarks  were  more  clearly  impresa* 
ed  upon  bis  memory.  Tbey  had  spoken  of  the 
protest  as  embracing  and  complaining  of  the 
nasBBge  of  both  the  reaolutionB  offered  by  the 
honorable  member  from  Kentucky.  This  was 
a  mistake  of  Ibot  impratant  in  its  bearing  mKin 
the  disousrion.  It  had  been  seen,  upon  the  flnt 
appearance  of  the  paper,  that  it  was  important 
to  those  who  had  sustained  the  resolution  com- 
plained of,  to  show  that  it  was  connected  witii 
the  legislation  of  the  Senate,  and  was  calcu- 
lated to  lead  to  legislative  action.  In  their 
ardor  to  show  this,  gentiemen  had  carelessly 
blended  the  two  resolutions,  and  had  discussed 
the  communication  of  the  President  as  referring 
to  both.  TUs  was  not  so.  One  of  the  resolu- 
tions merely  pronounced  upcoi  the  official  con- 
duct  of  the  I^sident,  while  the  other  declared 
tiie  reascma  of  the  Seoretaiy  of  the  Tlreasory 
for  the  ohange  of  the  public  depodta  from  t2i« 
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Bimk  of  the  United  Btates  to  the  State  banks 
**  unsatisfBctorT-  and  insofiBoient,"  in  the  Jadg- 
ment  of  the  Senate.  The  latter  resolation 
miffbt  lead  to  l^dation,  and  perhaps  was  cal- 
Gi&ted  to  do  Bo ;  for,  if  the  reaaona  for  the 
ehange  (tf  the  deports  vera  oraiddeTed  muatis- 
ftotory,  the  Senate  might  consider  it  proper  to 
oiiginate  a  law  or  joint  resolntion  directing 
ihar  restoration.  This  would  be  witbin  the 
conceded  Jnrisdictioii  of  the  Senate;  and  he 
had  not  heard  that  either  tiie  Preddent  or  anj 
one  else;  denied  the  power  of  the  Senate  to 
take  that  oonrae,  or  the  proprie^  of  its  doing 
BO.  The  protest  snrelj  ooatuned  no  snoh 
denial,  nor  did  it  contfdn  ao^  refarenoe  what- 
ever to  this  last-mentioned  resolution.  Its 
complaints  wcve  all  directed  to  the  first;  to 
that  resohitioB  which  prononnoed  the  President 
gdltjr  of  oiuMxistltatioiial  and  illegal  acta,  with- 
oat  any  reference  to  le^alatioD.  The  paper 
left  no  room  for  miBCODoeptioD  or  mistake  npon 
this  point,  for  it  recited  at  length  the  resolntion 
to  which  alone  it  referred.  He  must,  therefore, 
insist  tliat  ^is  point  should  be  dearly  under- 
stood hereiUEter ;  and  that  the  President's  com- 
monication  should  not  be  either  condemned  or 
pronounced  erroneoos  or  false,  for  complaining 
of  an  act  of  the  Senate,  to  which  it  did  not  oon< 
tain  the  most  remote  reference.  The  resoln- 
tions  were  entirely  independent  of  each  other, 
and  contained  expressions  of  ophiion  upon 
Beparate  and  entirelr  independent  aubleota; 
md  the  Freddent  had  only  complained  of  that  I 
one  which  criminated  him.  Of  that  which 
^ply  pTonoonced  upon  the  reasons  of  the 
8eoretai7,  he  had  s^d  nothing. 

The  points  presented  tor  the  dedidim  of  the 
Senatak  as  the  sul^eot  presented  itself  to  his 
mindf  Mr.  W.  Sfdd,  were  three : 

lat  Had  the  President  a  light  to  send  the 
protest  to  the  Senate  ? 

2d.  Is  it  the  duty  of  the  Senate  to  receive  it  ? 

8d.  Is  it  the  duty  of  the  Senate  to  enter  it 
upon  its  Jonmal  t 

Ur.  W.  said,  in  the  coarse  of  the  debate 
fregnent  referuwe  had  been  mode  to  the  duty 
of  the  President,  found  Intiieoonstitattonin  tiw 
following  words : 

"He  fihallf  from  time  to  time,  give  to  the  Con- 
gress infiirmation  of  the  state  of  the  Union,  and 
recommend'to  thdr  eondderation  loeh  measures  as 
he  shall  jadge  necessary  and  ezpefient.** 

And  the  question  had  been  confidently  asked, 
and  more  confidently  repeated.  Where  is  the 
authority  in  this  provision  of  the  constitution 
for  the  President  to  send  to  the  Senate  a  paper 
of  this  character  I  He  did  not  consider  the 
oommnnioation  now  under  disoosdoD  as  having 
any  relation  whatever  to  the  <danae  cf  the  oon- 
Btitatl<Hi  he  had  Just  read.  It  was  not,  in  any 
sense,  a  oommonio&tion  giving  "information 
of  the  Btote  of  tiie  Union,  nor  did  it  recom- 
mend any  measure  to  the  consideration  of  Oon- 
gresB,  nor  was  it  a  oommnnioation  to  Congress 
ftf  any  deaoription.  It  was  a  commnnioation  to 
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the  Senate  alone,  simply  remonstrating  against 
a  proceeding  of  that  body  condemning  the 
official  conduct  of  the  PresldenL  and  prononno- 
ing  Mm  guilty  of  an  impeaohable  offence.  Mr. 
W.  said  no  did  not  know  that  Ub  views  optm 
this  point  were  vorreot,  but  he  oonddered  the 
right  of  the  President  to  make  this  communi- 
cation the  same  wliicb  every  citizen  of  tibe 
United  States  poBBessed  by  tiie  constitntion  to 
address  eithw  or  both  Honses  of  0<HJgress  in  a 
respectftd  manner,  upon  any  subject  in  which 
his  individual  or  official  rights  and  interests 
are  involved.  What,  sf^d  Mi.  W.,  is  the  char* 
acter  of  the  oommunication  before  ns?  It 
states  that  a  proceeding  of  the  Senate  has  in- 
fringed upon  the  oonstitutional  ri^ts  of  the 
Executive  branch  of  the  Government ;  that  we 
have  pronounced  ^  Preaidettt,  as  anoh,  gnilty 
of  an  impeaohable  offence^  and  have  tilisa  via- 
ited  upon  his  character  and  fome  the  moral 
effects,  so  far  as  our  pronunciation  may  have 
weight,  of  a  conviction  for  a  hi^  crime,  al> 
though  the  legal  consequences  of  a  regular  sen- 
tence, after  a  trial  upon  an  impeachment,  do 
not  follow.  Hence  he  feels  himself  aggrieved, 
both  personally  and  officially,  and  he  sends  to 
us  his  remonstrance  and  protest  against  the 
injnry.  Thu  is  the  paper,  conceded  on  all  hands 
to  be  respectful  in  its  langnu;e  and  manner,  and 
addressea  to  the  justice  o!  tbe  body  which  has 
infiicted  the  injury.  That  any  private  citizen, 
who  might  feel  himself  a^jrieved  by  the  action 
of  tiie  Senate,  would  poneas  the  right  thus  to 
renumstrate,  will  not  oe  denied:  and  faaa  the 
President  lost  that  right  because  he  happens  to 
hold  the  first  office  in  the  gift  of  the  people  t 
Is  the  |>oeaead<»i  of  a  pnbho  office  to  deprive 
the  oitizCT  of  his  constitutional  right  to  protect 
bis  public  and  private  character,  or  even  of 
the  humble  right  of  complaint,  when  he  shall 
ooufflder  his  diaracter  and  acts  ui^usUy  as- 
sailed? He,  Mr.  W.,  did  not  understand  that 
any  snob  limitation  to  the  right  of  petition  or 
remonstrance  had  been  prescribed  by  the  con- 
stitntitm ;  he  had  not  been  able  to  find  any  such 
disability  annexed  to  the  possession  of  an  hon- 
oraUe  and  c^sponiUble  office,  and  he  called  np<»i 
honorable  Senators  to  panse  and  reflect  before 
they  attempted,  by  their  action  in  tids  Instance, 
to  establish  a  rule  which  misht  not  only  bind 
themselves,  but  take  from  them  one  of  their 
most  dear  and  invaluable  rights.  This  was  his 
view  of  the  right  of  the  President  to  send  this 
paper  to  the  Senate  and  he  coold  not  but  consider 
It  as  dear  and  indisputable,  as  the  rif^t  of  any 
citizen  of  the  country  to  petition  the  Senate 
for  any  purpose  whatsoever. 

Is  it  then  the  duty  of  the  Senate  to  receive 
the  paper  f  His  answer  to  this  qaestion  was, 
tliat  the  duty  of  the  Senate,  as  to  the  receipt  of 
this  paper,  is  the  same  wltU  its  dnty  as  to  the 
rec^pt  of  any  petition  or  remonstrance,  re> 
spectM  in  its  langoage  and  manner,  and  ad- 
dressed to  the  body.  He  could  see  no  possible 
distinotitm,  and  surely  if  he  had  snooceded  in 
establishing  the  right  of  the  Fnaldent  to  aend 
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tin  paper  to  the  Senate,  upon  the  gronzid  upon 
which  ne  had  pnt  that  nghL  there  oonld  be 
no  distinotion.  Either  wae  the  oonBtatutioDal 
right  of  tiie  citizen,  and  that  the  ii^nry  com- 
fdoined  of  in  this  ioBtanoe  had  a  donUe  bearing 
—that  the  Presid«tt*fl  charactei^  in  an  officii 
as  weD  as  in  a  private  aense,  had  been  nnjiutlj 
assailed  and  deeply  ii^ored ;  and  that  the  re- 
monstranoe  and  protest  reached  and  exposed 
the  ii^nry  in  both  req>eot8,  conid  not  affect  the 
right  to  present  the  paper,  or  the  dntj*  of  the 
filiate  to  receive  it  when  presented.  Mr.W.s^d 
he  bad  already  remarked,  that  the  oonunnnica- 
tion  was  admitted  npoaall  sides  tobe  respectfiil  in 
its  langnage  and  manner,  and  he  wonld  not  anti- 
cipate any  ol^eoticm  to  its  recdpt,  fonnded  open 
ezoeptiiHu  in  these  partionlan,  so  long  as  no 
Boeh  6xoa>tions  had  been  taken,  ^aoqn^t- 
anoe  with  parliamentary  rules  was  very  lim- 
ited, bnt  he  did  understand  it  to  be  the  dnty  of 
every  legiahttive  body,  especially  cMT  the  legisla- 
tive bodies  of  this  ooontry,  to  receive  every 
|>etition  and  remonstrance  addressed  to  them 
in  language  respectfid  to  the  body^  and  to  its 
individual  members,  and  until  this  (duiracter 
ahonid  be  denied  to  the  paper  before  the  Senate, 
he  must  oonsider  it  the  imperative  dnl^  <tf  the 
Senate  to  receive  it 

This,  Mr.  W.  sud.  brought  him  to  bis  third 
p<nnt.  Is  it  the  dnty  of  the  Senate  to  enter 
the  protest  of  the  President  upon  its 
Jonnuuf  This  aaestitm  be  oomddcrod  ad- 
dressed itself  to  the  Justice  of  the  Senate,  and 
the  entry  of  the  pK>er  npon  the  Journal  t)eoame 
a  dnty  or  not,  as  me  Senate  ahonid  or  should 
not  think  its  entry  there  an  act  of  justice  to 
itself  and  to  the  individnal  from  whom  it 
came.  For  bimadf  be  could  not  enterttdn  a 
doubt,  that  justice  to  the  Fremdent,  to  the 
Senate,  and  to  the  public,  required  that  it 
shonid  he  made  a  perpetual  record,  by  an  entry 
upon  the  Jonmal.  The  Senate  had  entered 
i^n  that  Jonmal,  and  pronounced  to  the 
worid,  the  high  obarge  agsuut  the  Freaident, 
of  a  vidation  of  tlw  ouistitulion  uid  laws.' 
They  had  not  given  to  tiie  Frendent  ai^  oppor- 
tnni^  to  offer  his  defonoe  to  their  aocnsations, 
but,  without  notice  to  him,  they  had  made  them 
a  part  of  their  recorded  proceedings ;  and  their 
Journal,  had  upon  his  table,  and  showing  to 
him  his  conviction,  was  his  only  notice  of 
their  action.  Feeling  aggrieved  personally  and 
officially  by  the  sentence  itself,  which  he  oon- 
mders  nnjust,  and  by  the  manner  in  which  it 
was  pronounced,  withoat  notice  to  him  and 
without  any  opportunity  on  his  part  to  defend 
himself^  and  by  ezhibtting  the  troth,  to  defeat 
a  conviction,  he  now  makes  this  communica- 
Hxm,  setting  forth  the  iidnstice  of  the  proceed- 
ing of  the  Senate  towards  him,  and  presenting 
hiadefenceto  the  chargesmade  against  him,  soiar 
as  any  such  charges  nave  been  specifically  set 
forth.  This,  his  doTenoe  snd  exonlpation,  he  re- 
spectfoUy  requests  may  he  entered  upon  the  same 
Jonmal  npon  whioh  the  Senate  haa  recorded 
hb  gidlt,  In  order  fliat  the  zeoord  which  carries 
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down  to  future  days  the  resolution  condemning 
him,  may  carry  along  with  it  his  justification. 
Is  not  the  request  a  reasonaUe  mel  Is  it  not 
an  act  of  duty  to  the  high  officer  accused,  that 
he  should  thus  be  permitted  to  peipetnate  hla 
defence  agidnst  an  irr^ular  and  inioimal  con- 
demnation by  the  Senate  ?  Is  it  not  jnstto  tha 
President  that  Ms  defence  should  be  spread 
upon  onr  Journal  by  the  aide  <^  that  condem- 
nation which  we  have  voluntarily  prononnced 
against  him,  and  that  both'shoold  be  embraced 
in  the  same  record,  and  be  thus  left  together  fbr 
the  inspection  and  Judgment  of  our  snooessors 
and  the  publia  It  is  said,  as  a  reason  for  r&> 
ftidng  tms  communication  a  place  npon  the 
Jourmil  of  the  Senate^  that  the  Presiaent  has 
no  r^t  to  demand  its  mtry  there.  Sir,  said 
Mr.  W.,  he  has  made  no  snoh  demand;  ho 
claims  no  right  to  make  snoh  a  donand ;  he 
merely  requests,  respeotftilly  requests  us  to 
permit  its  bein^  thus  entered,  to  the  end  that 
in  all  future  time,  the  Journal  may  exhibit 
the  whole  case.  !niis  request  is  a  fnll  admis- 
Edon,  if  one  were  needed  that  the  President 
makes  no  claim  of  right  to  have  this  p^>er 
spread  upon  our  Journal.   Was  ever  such  a  re- 

auest  found  in  those  communications  whidi 
20  President  makes  to  Congress  under  the 
clause  of  the  constitution  before  qnoted  %  Cer- 
tain^ not;  and  this  nmple  fact  shows  most 
oraulniively  that  the  President  iSA  not  emuider 
this  oommunication  as  coming  at  all  within  the 
dasa  of  oommnnications  there  mentioned,  or 
as  made  by  virtue  of  the  power  tha«  given, 
or  rather  the  du^  there  impoaed  npon  him. 
He  sends  this  paper  to  the  Senate  as  his  per- 
sonal and  offidal  defence  against  a  personal  and 
official  accusation  which  we  have  entered  npon 
our  Journal,  and  he  a^  of  onr  justice,  what 
he  does  not  daun  as  a  right,  that  we  shall  give 
the  same  perpetnity  and  publicity  to  his  de- 
fence, which  we  have  given  to  our  charges.  It 
ia  imher  sud,  as  a  reason  both  for  ref^ong  to 
enter  the  oommnnioatiwi  npon  onr  Jonmal,  and 
for  rdhdng  even  to  reouve  it,  that  it  ia  in  itsdf 
a  breadi  tiie  privileges  of  the  Senate.  ISx, 
W.  sdd  he  was  little,  veiy  little  acquainted 
with  this  doctrine  of  "  the  privileges  of  Parlia- 
ment."  He  bad  never  fonnd  it  other  pleasant 
or  profitable  to  himself  to  stu^  the  dDotrinc^ 
and  after  the  examples  given  to  the  Senate  but 
a  few  days  since,  by  thehonorable  Senator  from 
Illinois,  (Hr.  Kasb,)  of  the  odious  and  disgust- 
ing ceremonies  gravely  practised  by  a  British 
House  of  Oommons  by  way  of  punishment  for 
breaches  of  the  "  privil^es  "  of  that  legislative 
body,  he  felt  sure  that  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  wonld  not  find  its  attachment  to  parlia- 
mentary wivileffea  atraigthened.  Still  British 
preoedenSs  had  been  cited  to  Jnstify  the  course 
which  was  proposed  for  the  Sienate  in  relation 
to  this  message  from  the  Preudent.  So  far  as 
he  had  heard  these  precedents  read,  and  so  far 
as  he  had  been  able  to  examine  them  in  the 
course  of  his  partial  research,  he  betieved  them 
all  wholly  hiapplicable  to  the  ease  before  the 
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Senate.  Thej  are  all  cases  of  oommnDications 
from  the  Crown  to  ^e  one  or  the  other  Honse 
of  Parliament,  pending  tome  legidatiTe  action, 
and  de^dgned  to  inflnenoe  that  action.  The;^  are 
not  compl^ts  <rf  indiTidool  injustice  to  the 
Prinoe,  or  ot  tocroaohments  npon  the  powers 
and  rights  of  the  Exeoative ;  but  they  are  at- 
tempts on  the  part  of  the  Crown  to  dictate  to 
the  Le^slatnre  its  oonrse  ot  le^slative  action. 
Snch  is  not  the  ease  before  the  Senate.  Here 
is  no  effort  to  iaflnence  the  action  of  the  Senate, 
or  the  votes  of  Senators,  for  the  votes  had  been 

S'ven  and  the  action  was  complete  weeks  before 
e  oommnnication  came  to  the  Senate.  The 
oommnnication  relates  to  an  act  of  the  Senate, 
not  l^islaUv^  bat  judicial,  in  its  nature  and 
character,  and  the  ffravam&n  of  the  compliunt 
1b  that  the  aodon  has  been  oomi^eted,  aiul  the 
loitenoe  of  the  Senate  passed,  without  notice 
to  the  President,  who  was  the  aocosed  officer, 
and  without  allowing  him  to  be  heard  in  his 
defence.  Were  it  otherwise;  had  the  Presi- 
dent made  a  oommnnication  ci  this  charaoter  to 
the  Senate  while  the  resolution  complained  of 
was  before  the  body,  and  not  definitivelj  acted 
Upon ;  and  had  the  complaint  then  been  made 
of  nn  attempt  hy  the  President  to  induenoe  the 
action  of  the  Senate,  it  would  have  seemed  to 
be  worthy  of  some  attention.  But  surely  this 
oliiectioa  comes  too  late  when  our  votes  are 
recorded,  onr  residatioa  ad(^ted,  and  onr  action 
not  OD^  ooiuplsted  but  passed  b^oad  onr 
power  of  reoalL  The  paper  before  ns  is  not 
deidgned  to  infinenoe  onr  action,  but  to  show 
that  we  have  acted  unlawfbUy  and  nnjustij, 
imd  have  thereby  deprived  a  distinguished 
idtizen,  and  the  highest  officer  in  the  Govern- 
ment, of  his  constitutional  and  legal  rights. 

Hr.  W.  s^d  it  remuned  for  him  to  reply,  as 
briefly  as  possible,  to  some  of  the  remarks  of 
the  honorable  Senator  fi-om  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
Gut,)  and  having  done  so,  he  would  reheve 
the  Senate  from  hearing  him  further. 

The  honorable  Senator  told  us,  and  I  was 
somewhat  surprised  that  he  had  been  able  to 
oonvinoe  himself  that  eaoh  was  the  fact,  that 
the  Bdvocates  of  the  resolntioa  oniformly  avoid- 
ed speaking  of  the  motives  ttf  tike  Preddent 
Had  the  honorable  gentleman  forgotten  that 
in  almost  the  flrat  sentence  of  his  address,  on 
opening  the  debate,  he  prononnced  to  the  Senate 
and  the  country  that  the  President  was  attempt- 
ing to  grasp  all  the  powers  of  this  Qovemment 
into  his  single  hand  t  Had  he  forgotten  how 
frequently  ^at  officer  of  the  Oovemment  was, 
dunitg  the  course  of  this  debate,  termed  a  des- 
pot, a  usurper,  a  military  chieftain  f  how  often 
the  h»8h  term  of  "  a  roblMry  of  the  pubUo 
treasury  "  was  appUed  to  the  act  &[  the  remov- 
al of  the  deposits  I 

[Here  Hr.  Olat  ezpUned.  He  said  he  did 
not  intend  to  refer  to  the  debates  in  his  remarks 
in  relation  to  the  ^^dent's  motives;  that 
what  he  had  intended  to  say,  was,  that  the  res- 
olntion  cmtained  no  imputation  upon  his  mo- 


[l(i.T,18S4. 

Ur.  Wbioht  said  he  would  accept  the  gentle- 
man's explanation ;  for  he  felt  sure,  at  the  time 
he  heard  the  remaik,  that  it  was  not  intended 
in  its  literal  sense.  The  gentlonan  used  the 
term  "  advocates,"  from  which  Hi,  W.  inferred 
that  he  allnded  to  the  debates ;  bnt  as  his  ex- 
pluiation  seemed  to  admit  that,  in  the  debates 
upon  the  resolution,  the  motives  of  the  Presi- 
dent were  not  permitted  to  escape  aooosation, 
he  would  consider  the  remark  as  applied  to  the 
resolution  itself.  And  what,  stud  Mr.  W.,  is 
the  resolution,  as  it  stands  upon  the  Journal ! 
Is  it  merely  an  accusation,  an  indictment,  an 
article  of  impeachment  ?  No,  sir.  It  is  a  judg- 
ment upon  an  accusation.  It  does  not  accuse ; 
but,  assuming  all  anterior  proceedings,  it  con- 
victs. In  vain,  tiien,  do  gratlemen  tell  us  that 
it  does  not,  in  its  terms,  refer  to  the  motives  of 
the  President,  and  that  an  impeaohmoit  must 
accompany  an  aconsation  of  crune  with  an  aUb- 
gation  of  acormpt  or  wicked  intent  The  posi- 
tion was  true  as  to  indictments,  and  might  be  tone 
as  to  impeachments,  though  Mr.  W.  l>e]ieved 
the  allegation  of  wicked  intent  was  not  indis- 
pensable in  the  latter  ■  but  however  that  might 
be,  no  one  would  contend  that  any  reference  to 
the  intention  of  the  defendant  is  ever  made  in 
the  entry  upon  the  record  of  a  criminal  judg- 
ment. That  entry  merely  pronounces  the  ao- 
cosed guilty  of  the  crime  chareed  in  the  most 
general  language ;  and  the  judgment  thns  en- 
tered carries  with  it,  by  neoessai?  implication, 
all  that  is  required  to  sustain  itsuf.  It  relates 
back  to  tiie  proceedings  anterior  to  the  judg- 
ment, for  the  form  of  aocnsstioD,  the  allegations 
of  intentions,  and  aQ  else  which  sbonld  have 
existed  to  sostain  the  judgment,  and  in  the  ab- 
sence of  those  proceedings,  the  entry  of  the 
judgment  simply  must  be  held  as  the  strongest 
prima  facte  evidence  that  those  preliminary 
proceeding  were  regular  and  sufficient.  Such, 
Mr.  W.  said,  was  the  light  in  which  ho  viewed 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate.  It  pronounced 
the  judgment  of  a  minority  of  the  Senate  npon 
an  impeachable  offence  chai^^  against  the 
PrMideut,  This  inonnndation  of  a  judgment 
of  gnilty  was  the  only  entiy  upon  record,  and 
that  mtry  must,  of  necessity,  carry  with  it  the 
unavoidable  implication  of  dl  tiie  preliminary 
proceedings  requinte  to  authorize  the  judgment 
to  be  so  entered.  Who,  then,  could  say  that 
the  protest  was  wrong  in  thus  stating  the  case  1 
And  who  will  say  that  the  President  was  wrong 
in  complaining  of  and  protesting  against  this 
conviction,  to  whom  it  shall  he  known  that  no 
preliminary  proceedings  whatever  were  had! 
that  no  accusation  was  ever  made,  and  that  this 
general  entry  of  a  judgment  of  condemnation 
is  the  ouly  step  ever  taken  ?  Mr.  W.  said,  if 
there  were  no  other  reason  for  entering  the 
protest  upon  the  Joumal  of  the  Senate,  this 
condderation  done,  in  his  judgment,  made  it 
tbeir  imperious  dnty  so  to  enter  it,  as  an  act  of 
sheer  justice  to  the  President,  l>ecMue,  without 
it  the  Jonmal  would  not  show  the  true  history 
w  the  transaction,  and  would  not  therefore  be 
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stripped  of  the  unjnat,  and,  as  it  would  seem  from 
the  remarks  of  gentlemen  in  this  debate,  nnin- 
tended  implication  to  which  he  had  alladed. 

Mr.  President,  said  Mr.  W.,  I  was  much 
pleased  when  the  honorable  Senator  told  us 
that  this  message  of  the  President  ought  to  l>e 
diflbaed;  that  ne  hopeA  a  oopj  of  it  wonld 
reaeh  the  hands,  and  meet  the  eje  and  careful 
perusal  of  every  man,  woman,  and  child  In  the 
conntry ;  and  that  he  would  gladly  contribute 
from  hia  own  private  means  to  give  it  circnla- 
tioD.  I  agree  with  him  ftallj  in  this  opinion, 
and  this  wiiih,  but  ju^ing  from  the  character 
and  tendenoj  of  ms  remarks,  we  must  have 
eome  to  a  like  conclorion  from  very  different 
views  of  the  paper,  and  of  the  effects  to  be  pro- 
dnoed  upon  the  public  mind  bj  its  extended 
distribntion.  I  think  it  eminentiy  calculated  to 
justify  not  only  the  motives,  bat  the  acts  -of 
the  President,  with  the  public ;  to  arouse  tlie 
public  attention  to  the  dangerous,  and  as  I 
think,  unconstitutional  exercfee  at  power  hy 
this  body,  in  their  late  condemnation  of  the 
President,  witiiont  an  hnpeaehment,  and  with- 
ontatrial;  and  to  extend  the  popularity  of  that 
wortiiy  public  servant,  and  strengtiien  the 
salutary  principles  of  his  administration.  The 
honorable  Senator  must  suppose  that  effects, 
precisely  the  reverse  of  these,  will  be  produced 
by  the  circulation  of  this  message,  or,  snrely, 
he  would  not  voluntarily  contribute  to  its  cir- 
culation. He,  no  doubt,  thinks  that  the  paper 
is  calculated  to  produce  a  belief  in  the  existence 
of  those  alarming  encroaobments  of  Executive 
power  agonal  which  he  so  frequentiy  and  so 
eloqaoiuy  wains  us.  But  whether  the  honora- 
ble Senator  or  myself  be  correct  in  our  impres- 
riona  as  to  the  e^ot  to  be  produced  by  the  clr- 
enlation  of  the  message,  so  long  as  we  both 
agree  that  important  and  salutary  pun>oses 
would  be  accomplished  by  its  universal  diatri- 
bution,  ought  we  not  also  to  a^ree  upon  the  pro- 
priety and  duty  of  making  so  important  a  paper, 
and  from  the  reading  of  which  we  anticipate  so 
important  consequences,  a  matter  of  perpetual 
record  upon  our  Journal  ? .  I  appeal  to  the  hon- 
orable Senator  to  say  whether  tiie  consequence 
he  has  himself  attached  to  the  message  does 
not  show  that  it  ought  to  be  perpetuated  as  a 
port  <iS  onr  national  history.  If  it  contain  evi- 
araoe  ot  Executive  encroachments  dangeroua 
to  our  civil  institntiona,  ought  we  not  to  spread 
it  upon  onr  Journal,  as  a  Buemn  warning  to  all 
fntnre  Presidents  against  the  like  attempts  ?  If 
it  unjustly  assail  the  Senate  or  any  of  its  mem- 
bers, do  we  not  owe  it  to  ourselves  and  to  onr 
constituents  to  record  the  aggression  and  to 
place  our  answer  and  defence  by  its  side  ?  On 
tha  other  hand,  if,  as  1  suppose,  the  Senate  have 
encroached  upon  the  constitutional  rights  of 
the  Executive,  and  the  message  exposes  the 
violation  of  our  powers,  are  we  not  bound,  in 
strict  justice  to  the  President,  to  give  the  ex- 
podtion  a  place  upon  the  same  record  which 
emtMns  our  TO^dicm?  In  any  sense,  Mr.  W. 
aaidf  In  widdi  he  could  view  the  subject,  the 


message  ought  to  be  entered  upon  the  Joumi^ 
and  he  was  at  a  loss  to  know  how  centiemen 
were  able  to  reconcile  it  to  their  feelings  to 
pronounce  the  paper  imptnlant,  and  its  wide 
circulation  userol  and  desirable,  and  then  con- 
tend that  it  ought  not  to  be  thus  perpetuated. 
They  could  not  desire  to  fix  npon  it  tnia  mark 
of  tbe  disapprobation  of  the  Senate,  to  precede 
tta  droulatioii  amtmg  the  people.  They  could 
not  ftar  its  effects  in  the  hands  of  our  enlight- 
ened citizens,  unless  thateffect shall  bemodmed 
by  this  anfavorable  treatment  of  the  paper  here. 
He  did  hope  Senators  would  reflect  npon  the 
importance  of  the  questions  involved,  and  would 
give  the  message  its  place  upon  the  Journal  of 
the  Senate.  But,  Mr.  President,  if  the  Senate 
shall  conclude  to  refuse  the  paper  an  entry  upon 
the  Journal,  will  they  enter  upon  that  Journal 
the  resolutions  before  yon,  characterizing  and 
condemning  it !  'Will  they  pronounce  the  mes- 
sage onconstitutional,  an  encroachment  of  Execu- 
tive power,  and  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  the 
Senate,  ana  not  let  that  Journal  show  upon 
what  that  harsh  judgment  was  formed!  Will 
they  compel  us  to  record  our  names  against  the 
resolutions,  and  refuse  us  an  entry  of  the  paper 
to  justify  or  condemn  our  course?  I  hope 
not.  If  the  message  is  to  be  excluded,  I  do 
hope  that  the  Senate  will  be  content  with  its 
exclusion  rimply,  and  that  if  its  contents  are 
to  bo  examined  for  grounds  npon  which  to  con- 
demn it,  the  paper,  itself,  may  be  allowed  a 
place  by  the  side  of  our  condemning  sentence, 
that  all  who  hereafter  read  our  Jouraal  may  be 
able  to  judge  between  those  who  approve  and 
those  who  disapprove  it. 

Ur.  W.  said  the  honorable  Senator  bad  told 
us  that  the  Frerident  had  not  come  bere  in  the 
humble  and  subdued  tone  of  a  convicted  colprit, 
but  in  a  tone  and  spirit  indicating  a  fteling  far 
above  any  tribunu  of  the  country.  He  does 
not  come  here,  sir,  in  the  tone  of  a  criminal  or 
convict,  for  he  is  neither ;  but  he  comes  here 
in  the  tone  and  spirit  of  an  injured  man.  His 
personal  and  ofScial  rights  have  been  assuled 
and  violated,  and  a  sentence  has  been  pro- 
notmced  against  him  calculated  to  have  the 
moral  inflnence  upon  his  character  and  £ame, 
of  a  conviction  for  crime,  while  he  has  not 
even  iwen  constitutionally  accused,  much  kaa 
tried  or  convicted.  It  is  of  this  he  complains. 
He  ia  not  reaiflting  a  judicial  aentoicet  regolariy 
pronounced,  bat  an  effort  to  virit  upon  him  the 
evil  consequences  of  such  a  sentence,  without 
allowing  him  a  trial,  and  against  the  positive 
provisions  of  the  constitution.  Should  ne  then 
come  in  the  subdued  spirit  of  a  convict  f  But 
where  does  the  Senate  find  authority  for  saying 
that  the  message  displays  a  feeling  in  the  I^^i- 
dent  *'  far,  far  above  any  tribunal  of  the  conn- 
try  }  To  what  tribuniQs  of  the  country  is  the 
President,  as  such,  legally  subject  f  To  tbe 
House  of  Representatives  by  way  of  impeach- 
ment, and  to  this  body  by  way  of  trial  upcm 
such  impeadiment,  and  to  the  great  tribunal  of 
the  people.  Hasaanotintbemettageezpresa- 
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If  reowidzed  and  aolmowledged  Ids  BaUdctioii, 
seoordmg  to  the  providona  ^  the  oonstitaticHi, 
to  the  two  Houses  ctf  Oongreas  t  b  not  his 
oomplanit  tiiat  the  proTiriona  of  that  instru- 
ment have  not  been  regarded  in  the  late  action 
of  the  Senate,  bnt  that  tiiis  House  of  Oongress 
has  stepped  by  the  other  and  assumed  a  jnr&ic- 
tlon  not  conferred  upon  it  by  the  oonstitntloa  t 
And  is  not  the  message  Its^  an  iq>peal  to  the 
Senate  agunst  Its  own  iidustiee,  uid,  in  effect, 
throQgb  the  Senate,  to  the  tribunal  of  public 
opinion,  the  onl7  tnbunal  to  which  an  appeal 
oan  be  taken  from  the  decisions  of  the  Bwate ! 
b  it  right  then  to  say  that  the  President,  in  his 
message,  has  esdiibited  a  feeliiw  above  the  tribu- 
nals tntheoonntartowfaiohheiBreBpcHuible} 
I  am  sure  the  Soiator'a  sense  of  Justioe  will 
show  him  that  he  does  the  President  manifest 
wrong  in  tiiis  declaration. 

The  oonduot  of  the  Preddent,  in  aencUng  this 
protest  to  the  Senate,  Mr.  W.  said,  had  been 
the  sulject  of  severe  animadversion,  and  the 
act  had  been  pronounced  unprecedented  and 
unauthorized.  To  rebut  these  suggestions,  the 
Senator  from  Illinois  Qir.  Kum)  had  presented 
a  precedent  from  the  Lesidature  of  Fennsylva- 
nia^  which  was  supposed  strongly  to  support 
the  course  pursued  by  the  Preiident  upon  this 
occasion.  The  honorable  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky had  ocnnmented  vpoa  the  Fenni^vania 
cabe,  and  seemed  to  have  satisfied  hirawlf  that 
it  did  not  go,  in  any  degree,  to  support  the  ocon- 
munication  of  the  President  now  before  the 
Senate,  and  the  request  accompanying  it,  that 
it  should  be  entered  upon  the  JournaL  Mr. 
W.  said  it  would  be  his  duty-  very  briefly  to 
examine  the  two  oases,  that  the  Senate  might 
the  better  determine  how  for  the  one  would 
justify  the  other.  He  had  understood  the  hon- 
orable Senator  to  say,  that  the  attempt  was  to 
impeach  Governor  MoEean,  then  the  Govern- 
or 4^  the  State  d  Famsylvtuda,  be^re  the 
Honae  of  Bepreaentativea  of  that  State,  the 
body  posaeadn^  by  the  State  cimstitationf  the 
power  of  impeachment ;  Hiat  a  oonmdttee  of 
the  House  reported  certun  accusations  against 
the  Governor,  concluding  with  instructions  that 
artides  of  impeachment  should  be  prepared; 
that  a  m^ority  of  the  House,  acting  upon  the 
report  of  the  committee,  negatived  the  accusa- 
tions, and  refused  to  order  an  impeachment ;  that 
the  resolution^  by  way  of  accusatitm,  reported 
by  the  oonmiittee,  altiiongh  negatived  by  a 
tmOority  of  the  House,  were  entered  npon  its 
Journal  in  the  due  course  of  the  action  of  the 
House  upon  them;  and  that  sabsequentiy  to 
the  final  action  of  the  House,  the  Goromor  aent 
to  it  his  defence  against  the  Boooaationa,  which 
was  received,  and  ordered  to  be  entered  upon 
the  Journal,  that  the  accusations  and  defence 
might  remain  together  as  matter  of  record  for 
all  snoceeding  ages.  This  was  the  Pennsylvft* 
nia  case,  as  he  had  understood  the  honorable 
Senator  to  relate  it,  and  as  he  understood  tiie 
foots  to  be.  Whatwaathe  case  now  before  tibe 
Senate!  'So  attempt  had  been  made  to  Im- 


peach  the  President  before  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, the  body  alone  posseasii^  the  oonsti  • 
tntional  power  to  find  an  impeachment  agalnrt 
him ;  but  the  Senate,  paadng  by  the  action  of 
the  House,  had  proceeded  In  a  summary  man- 
ner, and  without  impeachment  or  trial,  to  pass 
a  sentence  of  condemnation  against  him  K>r  a 
high  crime,  not  assuming  to  act  in  its  judtdal 
character,  as  trying  an  impeachment,  but  in  its 
legislative  character,  without  any  practical  l^is> 
l^ve  purpose.  Against  this  seotenoe,  thus  pro- 
nounced, the  President  remonstrates,  and  sends 
his  remonstrance  to  the  Senat&  and  one  of  the 

anestions  before  us  is.  Shall  it  be  entered  npon 
le  Journal  I  The  nanator  says,  the  ease  of 
Governor  Mc^an  la  not  an  ambioAi^  in  &tot 
of  allowing  the  request  of  the  Freatdent,  be- 
cause, in  utat  case,  there  was  an  nnsncoeasfbl 
attempt  to  impeach,  and  the  minority  of  the 
body  to  which  the  protest  was  sent,  justified 
the  conduct  of  the  officer ;  whereas,  here  has 
been  no  attempt  to  impeach,  bnt  the  majority 
of  the  Senate  (the  Judicial  tribunal)  have  con- 
demned frithout  impeachment,  and  aa  a  mere 
legislative  ezpresmon.  What  is  the  force  of  this 
reasoning !  Where  an  attempt  is  made  to  ac- 
cuse a  public  officer,  which  attempt  is  nnsuo- 
cessftd,  because  the  m^ority  of  the  impea«hing 
body  think  hhn  inuoomt,  «id  reftase  to  aoooae 
him,  the  ofSoer  shall  have  the  right  to  defond 
himself  agtdnat  the  nnanooeaaM  acensationa, 
and  shall  be  permitted  to  roread  his  defonoe 
upon  the  same  record  where  the  rejected  aoca- 
sations  are  to  l>e  found ;  bnt  if  the  body,  not 
authorized  to  accuse,  but  judicially  to  try  an 
accusation,  shall  overstep  uie  acctiaing  power, 
and  pronounce  their  sentence  without  either 
accusation  or  trial,  then  the  officer  shall  not  be 
permitted  to  offer  his  defence,  or  to  have  it 
made  a  part  of  that  record  wMch  proclaims  to 
the  pnblio  his  condemnation.  Sunly  the  Sen- 
ator will  not,  upon  more  reflection,  contend  for 
so  inoonastent  a  rule  aa  this.  £i  tlie  one  case 
the  accus^on  is  destroyed  1^  the  vote  of  a  mar 
jority  of  the  body  to  whioh  it  la  eubndtted,  and 
then  the  officer's  defence  is  received  and  record- 
ed ;  in  the  other  case  the  sentence  of  gnilty  is 
entOTed  upon  its  record  by  the  judicial  body, 
while  neither  accusation  nor  trial  have  pre- 
ceded it,  and  then  the  defence  is  refused  a  place 
upon  that  same  record.  Oan  any  one  fail  to 
Bee,  that  if  the  Pramsylvania  case  is  good  par- 
liamentary authority,  the  case  of  the  President^ 
in  this  instance,  is,  m  ^  reelects,  much  strong- 
er? 

This.  Mr.  yr.  said,  brought  him  to  the  oon- 
siderauon  of  the  resolulim  <tf  the  Senate,  and 
oHihe  various  changes  which  it  had  undergone 
between  the  time  of  its  introduction  and  the 
time  when  the  vote  of  the  Senate  was  taken 
npon  it.  The  honorable  S^ator  had  aaiA  tiiat 
"  the  Premdent  had  been  declared  by  the  Sen- 
ate to  have  violated  the  constitution  and  law^ 
in  the  particulars  moitioned  in  the  resolution.'* 
Mr.  W.  e^  the  remark  stmok  him  with  peon- 
liar  fbroe  when  it  was  made  as  it  i^peared  to 

Digitized  by  GooQle 


DEBATSS  07  OOKGBESa 


845 


IhT.  1684.]  - 

him  to  BTinoe  on  nacfaanged  parpose  in  the 
mind  of  tl^  Senator,  although  it  indicated  a 
forgetfidnesa  of  the  mateiial  difference  between 
the  resolution  in  its  present  shape,  mi  that  res- 
olution which  he  had  at  first  proposed.  One 
of  the  principal  complaiata  in  the  protest,  and 
one  which  he,  2lr.  thoiuht  eutttled  to  pe- 
enliar  we^ht,  erew  out  ctf  tSese  dumgea  t^the 
TeBolntton;  andthatl^fimje of tiiatoompdaint 
might  be  aocnrate^  understood,  he  oon^ered 
it  his  duty  to  call  uie  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
what  the  resolntion  was,  as  introdnced,  to  what 
it  is,  as  passed,  and  to  its  pnwress  from  the  one 
form  to  the  other.  The  ori^nal  resolution  of- 
fered hj  the  honoraUe  Senator  was  in  these 
wocda: 

^^Eaolved,  That  by  dlsmisdog'the  late  Secretary 
of  the  Tressary,  became  he  would  not,  c<Hitra^  to 
bis  sense  of  his  own  duty,  remore  the  mosey  of  the 
United  States  in  deporit  witii  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  and  its  branches,  in  conformitr  with  the 
nerideiit*li  mdidtni,  and  by  appcdndng  Us  sncceaBor 
to  ^liBCt  SDcn  removal,  woich  baa  been  done,  the 
Preaident  has  assomed  the  exercise  of  a  power  over 
the  Treaaiuy  of  the  United  States,  not  granted  to 
Urn  by  the  constitution  and  laws,  and  dangerous  to 
the  liberties  of  the  people." 

Here,  Ur.  W.  said,  specific  grounds  of  viola- 
tioQ  were  assigned.  In  this  shape  of  tiie  reso- 
lution, the  President  coold  know  what  acts  of 
his  were  complained  ot  Here,  when  h^  was 
chained  with  a  violation  of  the  constitution  and 
laws,  he  was  told  wherein  the  alleged  violations 
consisted.  The  removal  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasnry,  because  he  declined  to  do  a  specified 
act,  and  the  appointment  of  a  successor  to  do 
that  act,  were  the  violations  assigned.  In  this 
shape  the  resolution  remained,  without  an  in- 
timation that  it  was  to  traderao  any  material 
change,  until  after  the  honorable  Senator  was 
in  tiite  oocupation  of  the  floor  to  make  &  final 
dose  of  the  debate.  For  fuH  three  mon&s  the 
debate  continued,  and  was  entirely  directed  to 
tiiese  specified  acts  of  the  President,  the  one 
cide  laboring  to  sustain  the  acta  as  constitution- 
al and  lawM,  and  the  other  side  attempting, 
with  equal  perseverance,  to  prove  them  to  be 
above  and  beyond  the  authority  conferred  upon 
the  President  by  the  constitution  and.  the  law. 
On  the  morning  of  the  second  day  of  the  hon- 
orable Senator's  dosing  speech,  he  offered  the 
following,  as  a  modification  of  the  original  res- 
olution : 

"Jietolved,  That  in  taking  upon  himself  the  re- 
qwnabili^  of  removing  the  deposits  of  the  public 
BLoney  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  the 
President  of  the  Uidted  States  has  assumed  the  ex- 
ercise of  a  power  over  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  not  granted  to  liim  by  the  coostitutioa  and 
laws,  and  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people," 

Here  was  a  departore  from  the  point  whidi 
had  been  debated,  and  a  new  fact  assumed,  upon 
wbidi  the  condemnation  of  the  President  waa 
to  rest.  This  modifloation  diaraes  upon  him 
tiu  removal  of  the  deponts,  and  aadgns  that 


act  as  the  assumption  of  a  power  "  not  granted 
to  him  by  the  constitntion  and  laws,  and  dan- 
gerous to  the  liberties  of  thepeople."  Although 
objectionable  as  assuming  new  ground  after  the 
debate  had  closed,  this  proposition,  like  the 
original,  pointed  to  a  ^>edfic  act,  and  assigned 
that  act  88  the  violatHm  ohaiged.  After  the 
htHunvUe  Senator  had  dosed  hiB  remarks  and 
at  the  moment  when  tiie  qnestion  was  bdng 
stated  from  the  Ohdr,  the  modification  above 
given  was  withdrawn,  and  the  following  was 
offered  in  its  dboe,  and  in  the  phue  ctf  the 
original  resduubn : 

^^Jtuolvedt  That  the  Freddeot,  hi  the  late  exeoa- 
tive  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  public  revenue, 
has  assmned  upon  himaelf  authority  and  power  not 
conferred  by  the  eonstttotion  and  laws,  but  in  dero* 
gatitmof  botiL" 

Ko  question  having  been  taken  npon  tiie  re»> 
olntion,  it  waa  in  the  power  of  the  mover  to 
modify  it  at  his  pleasure,  without  any  vote  of 
tiie  Sftoate,  and,  by  l^e  exercise  of  that  righ^ 
on  his'iiart,  it  was  made  to  assume  the  above 
shape ;  in  whidi  sh^  it  was  adopted  by  the 
Senate,  as  stated  in  the  protest  Mr.  W.  said 
he  considered  this  last  modification  of  the  reso- 
lution om  of  the  most  remarkable  and  indefen- 
sible ste^  in  the  proceeding  of  the  Senate.  Here 
the  I^Eident  is  diaiged  with  a  violation  of  the 
oonstitution  and  laws,  and  no  act  of  his  wb&t- 
ever  is  named  as  constituting  the  violation  com- 
pldned  ofl  The  Prerident  is  not  informed 
wherein  his  gidlt  oonststSj  though  he  is  pro- 
nounced giulty  of  a  high  onme,  and  no  man  can 
say  what  act  of  his  was  the  act  which,  in  the 
mind  of  the  Senate,  oonstdtuted  the  violation 
the  resolution  prononnoes  against  him.  "  The 
late  executive  prooeedings  in  relation  to  the 
publio  revenue,"  is  the  specification,  while 
every  one  knows  tbat  there  is  not  a  day  when 
"  executive  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  pub- 
lie  revenue do  not  take  plaoe.  The  President, 
then,  may  justify,  to  the  satisfaction  of  every 
man  in  the  countiy,  every  executive  act  of  his 
official  Ufa  relating  to  tiie  publio  revume,  save 
one,  and  be  that  act  what  it  miqr,  he  stands  oon- 
denined  by  this  readution,  in  consequence  of  it^ 
of  a  violation  of  the  constitution  and  the  laws : 
and  it  will  be  competent  for  those  who  voted 
for  t^  reaolation,  to  astdgu  that  act  in  justifi- 
cation of  their  votes,  even  though  the  act  Itself 
shall  never  yet  have  been  the  subject  of  atten- 
tion in  the  Senate.  Are  citizena  and  high 
publio  officers  in  this  free  ootmtry  to  be  not 
only  accused,  but  condemned,  in  this  blind  and 
general  manner !  Is  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  the  first  officer  of  Uie  Government,  to 
be  thus  pronounced  goilt7  of  a  high  crime  with- 
out notice  and  without  tnal,  and  not  to  be  told 
what  acts  of  hia  lifb  have  drawn  down  upon  him 
the  heavy  sentence  t  When  this  is  done,  as  it 
haa  been  done  by  the  action  of  the  Senate,  is 
he  to  be  denied  the  poor  privilege  of  oom- 


the  hnmUe  aatisfiustiim  of  pointing  out 
iusdoet 
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The  Senate  proeeeded  to  the  oonnderatioa  of 
the  resfllntions.  o£forad  hj  Hr.  "pQumvxxSB,  as 
modified  hj  Mr.  Out  ; 

The  ^estion  beiog  on  the  amendmeat  offered 
by  Mr.  BiDB— 

Mr.  Okvaous  said :  In  order  to  have  a  dear 
ooDccptiun  of  the  natnre  of  the  controversy,  in 
which  the  Senate  finds  itself  involved  with  the 
President,  it  vill  be  necessary  to  pass  in  re- 
view the  events  of  the  last  few  months^  which 
have  led  to  it,  however  fanuliar  they  may  be 
to  the  members  of  this  body. 

Their  history  may  be  very  briefly  e^ven.  It 
is  well  known  to  aU,  that  the  act  inoorporatinx 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  made  that  insti- 
tnUoD  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  Government ;  and 
that,  lunong  other  provisions,  it  directed  that 
the  pnblio  money  should  be  deposited  in  its ; 
vaults.  The  same  act  vested  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasnry  with  the  power  of  withholding 
the  deposits,  and,  in  the  event  of  withholding 
them,  required  him  to  report  bis  reasons  to 
Congress.  The  late  Secretary,  on  the  inter- 
ference of  the  President,  refused  to  withhold 
the  deports,  on  the  ground  that  saUsfactory 
reasons  could  not  be  asn^ted  for  the  act ;  for 
which  the  President  removed  faim,  and  ap- 
pointed the  present  inonmbent  in  his  place,  ex- 
pr«8sly  with  a  view  that  he  ahonld  perform  the 
act  his  predecessor  had  reftised  to  do.  He  ao- 
oordingly  removed  the  deposits,  and  rep<Hted 
his  reasons  to  Oongress,  and  the  whole  trans- 
action was  thas  brought  up  for  our  approTal, 
or  disi^proval,  entirely  by  the  act  of  the  Execu- 
tive, without  participation  or  agency  on  our 

eort ;  and  we  were  thus  placed  in  a  situation 
L  which  we  were  compelled  to  express  our  ap- 
probation or  disapprobation  of  the  transaction, 
or  to  shrink  from  the  performance  of  an  import- 
ant duty.  We  conld  not  hesitate.  The  subject 
was  accordingly  takm  up,  and  after  months  of 
d^bnvUon,  in  which  the  'whde  transaction 
was  taHj  mvestigated  and  considered,  and  after 
the  opinicmfl  of  all  sides,  the  friends  as  well  as 
the  opponents  of  the  administration,  were  fully 
ezprMsedf  the  Senate  passed  a  resolution  disap- 
proving toe  reasons  of  the  Secretory.  But  they 
were  compelled  to  go  farther.  That  resolution 
covered  only  a  part  of  the  transaction,  and  that 
not  the  most  important.  The.  Secretary  was 
but  the  agent  of  the  President  in  the  transac- 
tion. He  had  been  placed  in  the  situation  he 
occupied,  expressly  with  a  view  of  executing 
the  order  of  the  Preridmt,  who  had  openly  de- 
duced that  he  assnmed  the  responsibility ;  and 
his  dedaration  was  reiterated  here,  in  the  de- 
bate, by  those  who  are  known  to  speak  his  sen- 
timents. To  omit,  under  these  circumstances, 
an  expression  of  the  opinion  of  the-  Senate,  in 
relation  to  this  transaction,  viewed  as  the  act 
of  the  President,  would  have  been,  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate,  a  manifest  dereliction  of  duty. 
Vlth  this  impression,  the  second  xeMdntion 
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was  adopted.  It  was  drawn  up  in  the  most 
general  terms,  and  with  great  can,  with  the 
view  to  avoid  an  expres^oo  of  (^inioii  as  to  the 
motive  of  the  Ezeontive,  and  to  limit  the  ex- 
pression shnply  to  the  fact,  that,  in  the  part  he 
nad  taken  in  the  transaction,  he  had  assumed 
powers  neither  conferred  by  the  oonstitotioa 
nor  the  laws,  but  in  derogation  tjt  botb.  It  is 
this  resolntion,  thus  forced  npon  ns,  and  thns 
cautiously  expressed,  which  has  so  deeply  of- 
fended the  President ;  which  has  called  forth 
his  protest;  in  which  he  has  undertaken  to 
jud^  of  the  powers  of  the  Senate;  to  assign 
limits  in  their  exercise  to  which  they  may,  and 
beyond  which  they  shall  not  go ;  to  deny  their 
right  to  pass  the  resolution;  to  ehaiga  them 
with  usurpation,  and  the  vicdation  of  law  and 
of  the  constitution  in  adopting  it ;  and  Anally, 
to  interpose  between  the  Senate  and  their  ocm- 
Btituen^  and  virtually  to  prononnce  upon  the 
validity  of  the  votes  of  some  of  its  membera,  on 
the  ground  that  they  do  not  conform  with  the 
will  of  their  constituents  t 

This  is  a  brief  statement  of  the  controversy, 
which  presents  for  inqniiy  the  question,  What 
is  the  real  nature  of  the  issue  between  the  par- 
ties t — a  question  of  the  utmost  magnitude,  and 
on  the  nut  and  full  comprehension  of  which, 
the  wisdom  and  pn^ri^  of  our  oonrae  most 
mainly  depend. 

It  woold  be  a  great  mistake  to  soppoae  that 
the  issue  involTos  the  question,  whether  the 
Senate  had  a  right  to  pass  that  resolntion  or 
not  t  or  what  ia  the  natnre  and  character  of 
the  resolution?  or  whether  it  be  correct  in 
point  of  fact  or  principle !  or  whether  it  was 
expedient  to  adopt  it  1  All  these  are  import- 
ant questions,  hot  they  were  fully  and  deliber- 
ately considered,  and  were  finally  decided  by 
the  Senate  in  the  adoption  of  the  resolution — 
finally  and  irrevocably  decided — so  that  they  can- 
not be  opened  for  reconsideratioQ  and  decision  by 
the  will  of  tiie  body  itself  according  to  the  rules 
of  its  proceedings,  much  less  on  tiie  demands 
of  the  Freddent.  No ;  the  qoestion  is  not, 
whether  we  bad  the  right  to  pass  the  resolu- 
tion f  It  is  one  of  a  very  different  character, 
and  of  much  greater  mwnitade.  It  is,  whether 
the  President  had  a  ri^t  to  qnestlcm  our  det^ 
sion?  This  is  the  real  question  at  Issue — a 
question  which  goes  in  its  conseqnences  to  all 
me  powers  of  the  Senate,  and  which  involves 
in  its  recent  decision  the  fact,  whether  it  Is  a 
separate  and  independent  branch  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, or  a  mere  appendix  of  the  Executive 
department.  If  the  I^*esid^t  has  indeed  the 
right  to  question  our  opinifm— 4f  we  are  in  fact 
aoooontable  to  him-^en  all  he  has  done  has 
been  rightfully  done ;  then  he  would  have  the 
right  to  send  us  his  protest ;  then  he  would 
have  the  right  to  Judge  of  our  powers,  and  to 
assign  limits  beyond  which  we  shonld  not  pbsa ; 
then  he  would  have  the  right  to  deny  onr  oo- 
thority  to  pass  the  resolution,  and  to  accuse  ns 
of  nsorpation  and  the  violation  of  law  and  ot 
tiie  oonititation  in  its  adoptiraL  But  if  be  has 
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not  the  right — if  we  are  uot  accountable  to  him 
— then  all  that  he  has  done  has  been  wrong- 
fblly  done,  and  his  whole  coarse,  from  begin- 
ning to  eudf  in  relation  to  this  matter,  wMld 
be  an  ojpen  -and  palpable  violation  of  the  oraiti- 
tDtionaf  rie^ts  and  piiTilc^  of  the  Senattu 

Fortunately,  this  rerjr  important  qnestiiHi, 
which  has  bo  direet  a  iMaring  cm  die  verr  ex- 
istence of  the  Senate,  as  a  deUberate  body,  is 
saaceptible  of  the  most  certun  and  unqnestion- 
aUe  solution.  Undw  onr  system,  all  who  ex- 
ercise power  are  boood  to  show,  when  ques- 
tioned, by  what  authority  it  is  exenuseu.  I 
deny  the  right  of  the  Preddent  to  question  the 
proceedings  of  the  Senate— utterly  deny  it; 
and  I  call  npon  his  adrocates  and  supporters  on 
this  floor  to  exhibit  his  authority ;  to  point  out 
the  article^  the  section,  and  the  olatise  of  the 
oonstitation  which  contains  it;  to  Aow,  in  a 
word,  the  express  grant  of  the  power.  Noaa 
other  can  fulfil  the  reqnirements  ot  the  eonsti- 
totion.  I  proclaim  it  as  a  truth,  as  an  unques- 
.ti(»uible  truth,  of  the  hiehest  import,  and  here- 
ttrfore  not  sufficiently  understood,  that  the  'Prea- 
dwt  has  no  right  to  exercise  any  implied  or 
eonstmctive  power.  I  speak  upon  the  author- 
ity of  the  constitution  itself,  which,  by  an  ex- 
press grant,  has  vested  all  the  implied  and  con- 
strucUvepowe^ in  Congress,  ana  in  Oon^^ss 
alone.  Hear  what  the  oonsUtution  says :  Oon- 
0618  shall  have  power  "  to  make  all  laws  which 
shall  be  neoeasary  and  prq;>er  for  carrying  into 
execatioD  the  foregoiiw  powers,  (those  granted 
to  CkHigress,)  and  all  ouer  powers  vested  by  this 
oonstitution  in  the  Government  of  tb»  United 
States,  or  in  any  department  or  officer  thnreof." 

Oomment  is  onneoeBsaiy — the  result  is  in- 
evitable. The  Executive,  and  I  may  add  no 
department,  can  exercise  any  power  without 
express  grant  by  the  constitution  or  by  author- 
ity of  law — a  most  noble  and  wise  provision, 
fidl  of  the  most  importuit  consequences.  By 
it,  ours  is  made,  emphatically,  a  constitutional 
and  legal  Government,  instead  of  a  Qovem- 
ment  oontrolled  by  the  discretion  or  o^rioe  of 
those  who  are  i^pointed  to  admiiuster  and  ex- 
eente  its  powers.  By  it,  our  Govenmient,  in- 
stead of  ofHisisting  of  three  ind^tradent,  sepa- 
rate, ocHoflictinff,  and  hostile  departments,  has 
all  its  powers  blended  harmoniously  into  one, 
without  the  danger  of  conflict,  and  without 
destroying  the  separate  and  independent  exist- 
ence of  the  parts.  Let  ns  pause  for  a  moment 
to  contemplate  this  admirable  provision,  Mid 
the  simple  but  efficient  contrivanoe  hj  which 
these  haf>py  results  are  secured. 

It  has  been  often  said  that  this  provluon 
the  oonstitation  was  unnecessary ;  that  it  grew 
out  of  sbDndHDt  oantion  to  remove  the  possi- 
bility (tf  a  doubt  as  to  the  ezistenoe  of  implied 
Of  owutmoUve  powers;  and  tliat  tiiey  would 
have  exited  without  it,  and  to  the  fbll  eztoit 
that  they  now  do.  Ihey  who  consider  this 
provision  in  this  light,  as  mere  surplosage,  do 
great  iqinstioe  to  the  wisdom  of  those  who 
Jomwd  Uie  oonstitntifHu  I  ihall  not  deny^  that 


implied  or  constructive  powers  would  have  ex- 
isted, and  to  the  fVill  extent  that  tliey  now  do, 
without  this  provision;  but  had  it  been  omitted, 
a  most  in^rtant  question  would  have  been  left 

ri  -to  omtroversy.  Where  wonld  they  ro* 
f  In  eaeh  deputmentt  Would  each  have 
had  the  ri^t  to  iaterpret  Its  own  powers,  and 
to  assume,  on  Its  own  will  and  responsibility,  all 
the  powers  neoessaiT  to  carry  into  effect  thorn 
granted  to  it  l^tJtooonstitntion  f  What  would 
have  been  the  ocnisequence  ?  Who  can  doubt 
that  a  state  of  perpetual  and  dangerous  conflict 
between  the  departments  would  be  the  necessa- 
ry, the  inevitable  result,  and  that  the  strongest 
would  ultimately  absorb  all  the  powers  of  the 
other  departments?  Need  I  designate  which 
is  that  strongest?  Need  I  prove  that  the 
Executive^  as  Uie  armed  inteipreter,  as  I  said  on 
another  oooasion,  vested  with  the  patronage  of 
the  Government,  would  ultimately  become  tlie 
sole  expoundw  ot  the  oonstitation  ?  It  was  to 
avoid  this  dangerous  conflict  between  the  de- 
partments, and  to  provide  most  eflbctaally 
i^ainst  the  abtises  of  discreti<mary  or  implied 
powers,  that  this  provision  has  vested  all  the 
implied  powers  in  Oongress. 

But,  it  may  be  asked,  are  they  not  liable  to 
abuse  in  the  hands  of  Congress !  Will  not  the 
same  principle  of  our  nature  which  impels  one 
department  to  encroach  upon  the  other,  equally 
impel  Oongress  to  eocroacn  upon  the  Executive 
department?  Those  who  franed  t^ie  constitn- 
tion  elcaiiy  fwesaw  this  danger,  and  have  taken 
measures  eflteetually  to  guard  agunst  It.  With 
this  view,  die  constitution  has  raised  the  Presi- 
dent from  being  a  mere  exeontive  officer,  to  a 
partidpation  in  the  legislative  Unctions  of  the 
Government,  and  haa.  among  other  le^slative 
powers,  clouied  hinr  with  that  of  the  veto, 
mainly  with  a  view  to  protect  his  rights  against 
the  encroachments  of  Congress.  In  virtue  of 
this  important  power,  no  bill  can  become  a  law 
till  submitted  for  his  consideration.  If  he  iqp- 
prove,  it  becomes  a  law ;  but  if  he  disapprove^ 
it  is  returned  to  the  House  in  which  it  origi- 
nated, and  cannot  become  a  law  nnless  passed 
by  two-thirds  of  both  Houses ;  snd,  In  order  to 
raiard  his  powers  against  tlie  encroachments  of 
Congress,  through  all  the  avenues  by  which  it 
can  possibly  be  approached,  the  constitution 
expressly  provides  "  that  every  order,  resolu- 
tion, or  vote,  to  which  the  oooourreoce  of  the 
Senate  and  Housetof  Bepresentatives  may  be 
necessary,"  (none  other  can  pass  the  limits  of 
their  respective  halls,)  "  except  on  a  question 
of  a^jonrnment,  shall  be  presented  to  the  Prem- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  and,  before  the  same 
shall  take  effect,  shall  be  iq)proved  by  him ;  or, 
being  diM^tproved  by  him,  shall  be  re-pused 
by  two-tldraa  the  Senate  and  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives^  according  to  the  rules  and 
Imutations  prewribed  in  the  case  of  a  InlL" 
These  provisions,  with  the  patronage  of  the 
Execative,  give  ample  protection  to  the  powers 
of  the  President,  against  the  encroachment  ot 
Cn^greM,  aa  experienoe  has  ahnndantiy  shown. 
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Bat  here  a  very  important  question  presents 
itself  which,  when  properly^  coQsidered,  throws 
a  fiood  of  light  on  the  question  under  ccmsider- 
ation.  yfhj  has  the  oonstitation  limited  the 
veto  power  to  bills,  and  to  the  orders,  votes, 
and  Tes61ntiona,reqmring  the  eononrrence  of 
both  Hooses  ?  vfhj  not  also  extend  it  to  their 
separate  Totes,  orders,  or  resolutions  1  Bat  one 
answer  can  be  g^ven.  The  object  is  to  protect 
the  independenoe  of  tiie  two  Houses — to  prevent 
the  Ezeoative  from  interfering  with  their  pro- 
ceedings, ortohaTeany^  oontnd  oyvc  than,  as  is 
attanpted  in  this  protest ;  on  the  great  princi- 
ple wnioh  lies  at  the  foODd&tion  of  liberfy,  and 
without  which  it  cannot  be  preaerred,  that  de- 
liberative bodies  should  be  left  without  extra- 
neous control  or  influence,  free  to  express  tb^ 
opinioQa  and  to  conduct  tbeb  proceedings  ao- 
oordins  to  their  own  sense  of  propriety.  And 
we  find,  accordinglj,  that  tiie  oonstitation  has 
not  only  limited  the  veto  to  the  oases  requiring 
the  ooncurring  votes  of  the  two  Houses,  but 
has  expressly  vested  each  Honse  with  the  power 
of  establishing  its  own  rules  of  proceeding,  ao- 
ocHTdingtoitawfflaadpIeBsore,  without  limita- 
lion  or  check.  Vitbiii  these  walls,  thdi,  the 
Senate  is  the  sole  and  abeolate  Jodge  of  its  own 
powers ;  and,  in  t&e  mode  of  oondvoting  our 
budness,  and  in  deterndning  how,  and  when,  our 
opinions  ought  to  be  expressed,  there  is  no 
other  standard  of  right  or  wrong,  to  whi<di  an 
appesl  ean  be  made,  bat  the  oonstitation,  and 
we  rules  of  proceedings  established  under  the 
authority  of  the  Swate  itself.  And  so  solici- 
tous is  the  oonstitation  to  secure  to  each  House 
a  full  control  over  its  own  proceedings,  and 
ihB  freest  and  fallest  expresdon  of  opinion, 
on  all  sal^eots,  that  even  the  majesty  of  the 
laws  is  relaxed  to  ensur^a  perfsot  freedom  of 
debate.  It  is  worOn- of  remark  that  the  Tvovis- 
ion  of  the  oonstltntum  which  I  have  cited,  in 
vesting  in  Goa^reu  12ia  hajdied  or  oimatniotive 
powers,  is  so  wiwded  as  not  to  comprehend  the 
discretionary  powers  of  the  two  Honsea,  in  de- 
tennining  the  roles  uf  their  proceedings,  which, 
of  course,  places  them  beyond  the  interference 
of  Congress  itself. 

Iict  us  now  oast  our  eyes  back,  in  order  that 
we  may  comprehend,  at  a  single  ^anoe,  the 
admirable  arrangements  by  which  tiie  hannony 
of  the  Govenmieot  is  secured,  without  impair- 
ing the  separate  existence  and  independence  of 
the  parts.  In  order  to  prevent  the  conflicts 
wU<m  wonld  have  resulted,  necessarily,  if  ea<di 
department  had  been  left  to  construe  its  own 
powers,  all  the  implied  or  oonstrnotive  powers 
are  vested  in  Congress ;  tiiat  Oongress  diould 
not,  throogh  its  implied  powers,  encroaoh  upon 
the  Executive  department,  (lomitthe  Judicial? 
as  not  belonfpng  to  the  question,)  the  Prendent 
is  clothed  with  the  veto  power ;  and  that  his 
veto  should  not  interfere  with  the  rights  of  the 
two  Houses  to  control  their  respective  proceed- 
ings, it  is  limited  to  bills,  or  votes  that  require 
the  oonoorrenoe  of  the  two  Hooses.  It  is  thus 
that  our  walls  are  interposed  to  protect  the 
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ri^ts  which  belong  to  us,  as  a  separate  oonstit* 
uent  membw  of  the  Government,  from  the  en- 
croachments of  the  Executive  power;  and  it  is 
thus  that  the  power  wliich  is  placed  in  his 
hands,  as  a  shield  to  protect  him 'against  the 
implied  or  constmctive  powers  of  Oongress,  is 
prevented  from  being  oonvwted  into  a  swwd 
to  attack  the  rights  which  are  exolusivelj  'raat- 
ed  in  the  two  Houses. 

Having  now  established,  bey(»id  controversy, 
that  the  Preddent  has  no  implied  or  constrno* 
tive  power ;  tiiat  he  Ims  no  anHiority  to  enr- 
cise  any  ri^^t  not  expressly  granted  to  him  br 
the  oonstitatioD,  or  vested  m  mm  by  l^w ;  ana 
that  the  (Mmstitatimi  has  seeored  to  &e  Senate 
the  scde  right  <tfregalat^  its  own  proceedings, 
free  from  all  interfimmoe;  the  fi&bne  reared  by 
this  paper,  and  which  rests  upon  the  oppocdto 
basif^  presupposing  the  right  lo  the  folleet  and 
boldest  aasiuq>tion  of  dis^tioiiaTy'  powers,  on 
the  part  of  tlie  fteddwt,  faJla  proimto  In  the 
dust 

With  these  views,  it  will  not  be  expected 
that  I  should  waste  the  time'of  the  Senate  in  ex- 
amining its  contents ;  hat  if  additional  proof 
were  neoessary^  to  o(mfirm  the  truth  of  my  re- 
marksL  ind  to  show  how  strong  would  have 
been  the  t«idencyto  oouBiot,  and  how  danger^ 
ous  it  would  have  been  to  have  let  the  severil 
departments  in  possession  of  the  right  to  exw^ 
dse  implied  powers  at  th^  pleasure,  this  pa^ 
per  would  afford  the  strongest.  In  illostration 
of  the  correctness  of  this  assertion,  I  will  select 
two  or  three  of  Its  leading  portions,  which  will 
show  what  feeble  barriers  reason  or  r^ard  to 
connstenoy  would  be  to  prevent  conflict  be- 
tween  the  departm^te^  or  to  protect  the  Le^B- 
lative  from  the  Executive  branch  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  how  regardless  the  President  is 
<tf  ooarisbenQy  or  reason,  where  the  object  is  the 
advancement  of  the  powm  of  bis  dnnrtment. 

The  advocateaof  UM^nridentooDUnotbnt 
feel  the  glaring  incooriatoiQy  and  absmrdity  of 
his  course ;  and,  in  order  to  reconcile  his  oon- 
duot  with  the  principles  that  he  laid  down,  as- 
serted,  in  the  discussion,  that  he  sent  his  pro- 
test, not  as  Preradmt  of  the  United  States,  but 
in  his  individual  character,  as  Andrew  Jackson, 
We  may  assert  any  thin^that  black  is  white, 
or  that  white  is  black.  Every  pltge,  every  line 
of  this  paper,  contradicts  the  asMrtion.  He, 
throughout,  speaks  ia  his  official  character,  aa 
Premdent  of  the  United  Stetea,  and  regards  the 
supposed  iitjuiy  that  has  been  dtme  him,  as  aa 
Injury  to  hhn,  not  hi  his  ^vat^  but  in  IiSs 
<»Bcial  character.  Bat  the  ezidanation  onlj 
removea  the  difficolty  we  step  farther  back. 
I  would  ask,  what  right  has  the  PreM^dent  d 
the  United  Stotes  to  divest  himself  of  his  offi- 
cial character,  in  a  question  between  him  and 
this  body,  touching  his  offidal  conduct  f  Where 
1b  his  authority  to  descend  frt>m  his  high  ata^ 
tioD,  in  order  to  defend  himself  as  a  mere  pri- 
vate individual,  in  what  rektea  to  him  in  his 
public  character  I 

Bat,  the  part  of  this        whkh  is  the  moifc 
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oharacteristio — ^that  which  lets  us  into  the  real 
nature  and  obaraoter  of  this  moTement—is  the 
source  from  which  the  President  derives  the 
right  to  interfere  widi  onr  prooeedings.  He 
does  not  even  pretend 'to  derive  itflrom  any 
power  vested  In  him  by  the  oonstitDtion,  ez- 

Eren  or  Implied.  He  knew  that  each  an  at- 
smpt  woqIq  be  utterly  hopelesa ;  and  aooord- 
ingly,  instead  of  a  question  of  ri^ht,  he  makes 
it  a  qneetion  of  dn^ ;  and  thus  mverta  the  or- 
der of  things ;  referring  his  rights  to  his  duties, 
Instead  of  his  duties  to  nis  rights,  and  forgetting 
that  rights  always  precede  dntie&  and  are  in 
&ct  but  the  obligations  which  they  impone, 
and  of  course  that  they  do  not  confer  power,  hut 
impoee  obedience — obedience^  in  his  ease,  to 
the  oonstitation  and  the  laws,  in  the  dlaohai^ 
of  his  official  duties.  The  opposite  view— that 
ML  whioh  be  aeti,  and  which  would  give  to  the 
Pnddent  a  rif^t  to  assume  whatever  dn^  he 
ndghtohooee,  andto  convert  soch  duties  into 
powers — ^woud,  if  admitted,  render  him  as 
abeolnte  as  the  Antoorat  of  all  the  Rusmas. 
Taking  this  erroneous  view  of  his  powers,  he 
oould  be  at  littie  loss  tojustify  bis  conduct. 
To  justify,  did  I  say  ?  He  takes  higher,  far 
higher  ground;  he  makes  bis  interference  a 
matter  of  obligation:  of  solenm  obligation;  im- 
perious neoesed^ — the  lyTant^s  plea.  He  teUs 
tts  that  it  was  due  to  his  station,  to  public  opin- 
ion, to  proper  self-reepeot,  to  the  obligation  im- 
posed by  bis  oonstitnaonal  oath,  his  mty  to  see 
the  laws  fidthfUly  eseonted,  his  reeponsibilit7 
as  the  head  of  tlie  Ezecntive  department,  and 
to  hia  obligali<Hi  to  the  American  people,  as 
their  immediate  representative,  to  interpose 
his  authority  against  the  nsurpaticms  of  the 
Senate.  Infatuated  man  I  blinded  by  ambition 
—•intoxicated  by  flattery  and  vanl^l  Who, 
that  is  the  least  acquainted  with  the  human 
heart — who,  that  is  conversant  with  the  page 
of  history,  does  not  see,  under  all  this,  t£e 
workings  of  a  dark,  lawless,  and  insatiable 
ambition ;  which,  if  not  arrwted,  will  finally 
impd  him  to  his  own,  or  his  oountry's  ruin  t 

when  Kr.  QAiaovirhad  oonolnded,  Mr.  Bibb 
vitiidrew  his  amendment  "that  the  {votest  be 
sot  received," 

Ur.  FoBSTTH  moved  to  amend  the  resolotionSj 
1^  striking  oat  all  after  the  word  "Bescdved," 
in  the  first  reeoIuti<Hi,  and  inserting — 

"That  the  message  of  the  Preddent,  protesting 
ngi^nst  the  resolotion  of  the  Senate  of  the  25th  of 
l&reh,  be  entered  on  the  Jonmal,  according  to  bis 
request 

'*Jl*m)htdj  That,  leavlog  to  the  States,  to  -whom 
the  Senate  is  akue  raqxHisIble,  to  judge  whether 
the  resolntioD  oomjdafawd  of  is,  or  is  not,  within 
the  cODBtitodonBl  competency  of  tills  body,  and 
called  for  by  the  {wesent  condition  of  pabllo  afiUrs, 
an  aothentlceted  copy  of  the  original  reeolutloD, 
with  a  list  of  the  yeas  and  nays,  of  the  President's 
message,  and  of  uiese  lesolntitniB,  be  prepared  bv 
the  Beoratatv,  and  traonoitted  by  the  Vice  Frem- 
dent  to  the  Govenuv  of  each  Btate  of  the  Union,  to 
be  by  him  laid  btfne  the  LagMatare  at  their  next 
asawD,  as  the  adj  asthni^  nthoriied  to  Judge 


upon  the  opiniwis  and  oondoet  of  the  Senators  re* 

spectively." 

Hr.  PoisDSXTEB  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  this  amendment,  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  OALBOtnT  moved  to  amend  the  original 
resolutions,  by  adding  the  two  following  resolu- 
tions: 

^'Rtaolwd,  That  the  Preddurt  of  the  United 
States  has  no  right  to  send  a  protest  to  the  Senate 
against  any  of  its  proceedings. 

"Bttolved,  That  the  Senate  do  not  reodve  the 
protest  of  the  Preridenb" 

A  few  words  passed  between  Ur.  Fobstth, 
Ur.  PoiHDXZTSB,  Mr.  Eiso,  and  Mr.  Oalhoun, 
on  the  qaestion  of  order,  as  Mr.  Fobstth's  pro- 
poeititm  was  pending,  lb:.  Oalhoos  stated  that 
obviona  meaning  of  a  rule  of  the  Senate, 
that  before  any  motion  to  strike  out  the  words 
of  B  reHdntion  should  be  received,  was,  that 
the  resctotton  mi^t  be  made  as  perfect  as  poa- 
fflble.  Mr.  FoBBTTB  finally  withdraw  bis  amend- 
ment for  the  present,  to  allow  the  question  to 
be  taken  on  the  resolutions  of  Mr.  OAuaomr, 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered  on  the 
amendment  pnqKwed  by  Mr.  Calhoun. 

Mr.  Fobstth  said  be  concurred  with  the  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina,  Q&x.  Calhoub,)  that 
the  paper  was  an  offit^  message  from  the  Fred- 
dent  of  the  United  States — in  some  sort  per- 
sonal, too,  as  everr  paper  must  be  that  was 
presented  \y  an  officer,  to  defend  himself  on  a 
charge  ctf  disregardhig  his  duty,  his  pwscmal 
character  bdn^  in  snob  ohann  necessarily  in- 
volved. Considered  as  an  official  communico* 
tion  fimn  a  co-ordinate  droartment  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, it  was  with  nnfdgned  surprise  that 
"Mr.  F.  saw  &e  pertinadty  ca  members  in  thua 
gravely  disoas^g  the  question  whether  the 
message  or  protest  should,  bo  received  or  not. 
Senators  treat  it  as  an  ordinary  petition  or  me- 
morial Now  a  petition  was  never  in  the  hands 
of  the  Senate  until  it  was  formally  received.  A 
member  under  the  role  presents  a  memorial  in 
his  place,  states  its  contents,  and  if  no  ol^eotion 
is  made,  it  is  received.  If  elation  la  madcL 
the  sense  of  the  Senate  is  taken— the  memorial 
remahdng,  until  the  Senate  agrees  to  receive  it, 
in  the  lianda  of  the  Senator  who  offered  it.  How 
is  it  with  an  offidal  message  from  the  President 
to  either  House  of  Oongreas,  or  from  one  branch 
of  the  Legislature  to  the  other  1  The  Secretary 
of  the  Executive  or  of  the  Hotise  presents  him- 
self at  our  bar :  "  I  am  directed  to  lay  before 
the  Senate  a  mesaage  in  writing,"  &o.  It  is  laid 
on  our  table — it  is  beyond  the  control  of  the 
Executive  or  of  theHonse — without  onr  permis- 
sion it  cannot  he  withdrawn ;  it  lies  on  the  table 
of  the  Senate,  in  onr  possesdon,  before  and  af- 
ter it  la  read.  Whatever  may  be  its  contents, 
we  cannot  roTose  to  reoeive  it,  withont  acting 
absurd^.  Admit  omr  ri^t  to  examine  the  pa- 
per, and  decide  up<m  its  character  before  it  is 
received,  and  then,  when  passion,  or  reason,  or 
pr^udioe^  prevuls,  to  refuse  to  receive  a  message 
disagreealue  to  as,  what  beoomes  of  fhe  rl^a 
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of  the  President  and  the  two  Hoases,  in  their 
intercourse  with  the  Ezecative  and  with  each 
other  ?  A  bill  is  sent  to  the  President.  He  re- 
toms  it  with  his  veto— examining  freely  the 
powers  of  Congress,  and  placing  his  refusal  to 
pass  the  bill  on  the  gronnd  of  want  of  coastitn- 
tional  power  in  the  Federal  Government  to  leg- 
islate on  the  sabject  of  it — speaks  freelj  or 
harshly  of  nanrpatioas  of  powero — and  can  we 
or  the  Honse  of  RepresentatiTes  refuse  to  re- 
ceive it  t  What  becomes  of  the  bill  t  It  is  a 
laWf  if  not  returned  to  the  Honse  where  it  orig- 
inate!, in  ten  diTs.  The  message  and  retnmed 
bill  are  not  on  ffle  or  on  the  Joamala  of  either 
House ;  no  record  of  the  veto,  where  alone  it 
can  or  ought  to  be  looked  for,  is  aa  the  Joor- 
nok  of  the  Honse  where  the  bUl  oti^nated. 


ToKSDXT,  If  ay  6. 
Fote  m     Quettion  ofSeeekiaff  the  iVsriAnf* 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  first  resolution, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

TiAB.— Heam.  Bell,  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Ewi&g,  FreUnghuTBcn,  Kent,  Kuight, 
Leigh,  Kaudain,  Polndexter,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Pre»- 
ton.  Bobbins,  SiUbee,  Smith,  Spragoe,  Swift,  Torn- 
Unson,  Tyler,  Wawaman,  Webstet^Sff. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Denton,  Brofrn,  Forsjtb,  Grundy, 
Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of 
Georgia,  linn,  If cEeAo,  Shepley,  Tallmadge,  Tipton, 
Widte,  WUldns,  Wright— 17. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  second 
resolattui  of  Mr.  Oalhouv,  and  decided  in  the 
n^ative^  as  foUowB : 

Tua.-— ICeaam.  Calhoun,  Clayton,  Ewing,  Leigh, 
Kaudaln,  Poludexter,  Bobbins — ^7. 

Kats.— Kenrs.  Bdl,  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Clay, 
Forsyth,  FreliDghoysen,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane,  Kent, 
King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Qeoigia,  Linn,  Ifoore, 
Porter,  Prentiss,  Frestoo,  Sbepley,  Slsbee,  Su^th, 
Swift,  Spragne,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  TomllnsoB, 
Tyler,  Webster,  White,  Wlkins,  Wrightr-84. 

Hr.  FoBSTTH  then  moved  his  amendment,  and 
asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  tiie  question — 
which  were  ordered. 

Ht.  F.  said  that,  considering  this  doonment 
wsfi  entirety  defensive  in  its  character,  be 
thought  it  proper  to  send  it  to  the  Legislatures 
of  the  States,  and  his  oljeot  was  to  give  the 
opportunity. 

The  qneation  was  taken  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  FoBSTTH,  and  dedded  In  the  ne^Te,  as 
follows: 

Teas.-— Measrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Forsyth,  Orandy, 
Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane,  King  of  AUwna,  King  of 
Georgia,  Linn,  HoKean,  ShepleT,  Tallmadge,  Tinton, 

White,  Wilkina,  Wright— 17/ 

Nats.- MesBTB.  BflU,  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Bwhig,  Frelinghnjsen,  Kent,  Knigbt, 
Leigh,  Hoore,  Kaudain,  Foindezter,  Porter,  Pren- 
tiss, Preston,  Bobbins,  Sitsbee,  Bmltb,  Simgoe, 
Swift,  TomUmon,  Tyler,  Webster^-2S. 


Wednesday,  May  7. 
PretidefWa  Proteit. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  FBSUNOHirraBiT,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  condderation  of  the  res(dn- 
tions  of  Mr,  PonmaxTSB,  as  modified  bjT  Mr. 
OulT  and  Mr.  CALaotnr. 

[Vr.  Webster  delivered  an  extended  argoment 
in  favor  of  adopting  the  four  reaolationa,  which  ar* 
gameat  necessarily  covered  ground  previously  trod 
by  hhnself  an  d  others,  and  conolnded  with  a  reca[rft* 
ulation  of  the  heads  and  substance  of  bis  speech 
which  presented  the  whole  in  a  condensed,  pointed, 
and  impressive  manner.  The  fbUowlsg  was  his 
ea{dtnlatioa:J 

I  will  nowj  sir,  ask  leave  to  recapitulate  the 
general  doctrines  of  this  protest,  and  to  present 
them  together.   They  are ; 

That  neither  branch  of  the  Legislature  can 
take  mi,  ar  conat^,  for  the  porpose  of  oensnre^ 
any  official  act  of  the  President,  without  a  Tiav 
to  legislation  or  impeachment ; 

That  not  only  the  pass^e,  bnt  the  diseosnon 
of  the  resolntion  of  the  Senate  of  the  28th  of 
March,  was  unauthorized  by  tiie  omotitatloii, 
and  repugnant  to  its  provlsioos ; 

That  the  custody  of  the  public  treasury  al- 
ways must  be  intrusted  to  tJic  Executive ;  that 
Congress  cannot  take  it  out  of  his  hands,  nor 
place  it  anywhere,  except  with  such  superin- 
tendents and  keepers  as  are  appointed  by  him, 
responsible  to  him,  and  removable  at  his  will ; 

That  the  whole  Executive  power  is  in  the 
President,  and  that,  liierefore,  Hie  duty  of  de- 
fending tue  integrity  of  tlie  constltntion  ramlts 
to  him  from  the  very  nature  of  his  office ;  and 
that  the  founders  of  our  republic  have  attested 
their  sense  of  the  importance  of  this  duty,  and, 
by  exptes^g  it  in  his  official  oath,  have  givea 
to  it  peculiar  solemnity  and  force ; 

That  as  he  is  to  take  care  that  the  laws  be 
faithfally  executed,  he  is  thereby  made  respon- 
sible for  the  entire  action  of  the  Executive  de- 
partment, with  power  of  appointing,  oversee- 
ing, and  oontrolling  those  who  execute  tiie 
laws; 

That  the  power  of  removal  from  office,  like 
that  of  appoinbnent,  is  an  original  Ezeautjve 
power,  and  is  left  in  Ids  hand^  nndieoked  by 
the  constitution,  except  in  the  case  of  ^dges ; 
that,  being  responsible  for  the  exercise  of  tlie 
whole  Executive  power,  he  has  a  right  to  env 
ploy  agents  of  his  own  choice,  to  assist  him  in 
the  performance  of  his  duties  and  to  dist^rge 
them  when  he  is  no  longer  willing  to  be  respon- 
nble  for  th^r  acts ; 

That  the  secretaries  are  his'  secretaries,  and 
all  persons  appointed  to  offices  created  by  law, 
except  the  judges,  his  agents,  responsible  to 
him,  and  removable  at  his  pleasure ; 

And,  finally,  that  he  is  the  direct  representa- 
tive of  the  .^jnerican  people. 

These,      are  some  of  the  leading  propost- 
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tioDB  contained  in  the  protest ;  and  if  they  he 
tnie,  then  the  Government  under  whioh  we 
lire  is  an  elective  monarchy.  It  is  not  yet  ab- 
solute, there  are  yet  some  checks  and  liraita- 
tioDs  in  the  constitution  and  laws ;  bnt  in  its 
essenli&I  and  prevailiDg  charaeter,  it  is  an  elec- 
tive monarchy. 

Hr.  President,  I  have,  spolcen  freely  of  his 
protest,  and  of  the  doctrinea  whioh  it  advances ; 
W I  have  said  nothing  whldi  I  do  not  believe. 
On  these  l^h  qoestioiu  of  eonstitutional  law, 
respect  for  mr  own  charaeter,  as  well  as  a  sol- 
emn and  proionnd  sense  of  dnty,  restrains  me 
from  giving '  utterance  to  a  riogle  sentiment 
whioh  does  not  flow  from  entire  conviction. 
I  feel  that  I  am  not  wrong.  I  feel  that  an 
inborn  and  Inbred  love  of  consdtational  liberty, 
and  some  study  of  onr  political  institations, 
have  not,  on  this  occasion,  misled  me.  Bat  I 
have  desired  to  say  nothing  that  shonld  give 
pun  to  the  Chief  Magistrate,  personally.  I 
have  not  sought  to  fix  arrows  in  his  breast; 
but  I  believe  lum  mistaken,  altogether  mistaken, 
in  the  sentim«it8  which  he  haa  expressed ;  and 
I  must  oononr  with  others  in  placing  on  the 
xecorda  of  the  Senate  my  di8approroti(m  of 
those  sentiments.  On  a  vote  which  Is  to  remain 
80  long  as  any  proceeding  of  the  Senate  shall 
lasK  and  on  a  question  which  can  never  cease 
to  be  important  while  the  constitution  of  the 
country  endures,  I  have  desired  to  make  public 
my  reasons.  They  will  now  be  known,  and  I 
submit  them  to  the  judgment  of  the  present  and 
after  times.  8ir,  the  occasion  is  full  of  interest 
It  cannot  pass  ot£  without  leaving  strong  im- 
pressions on  the  character  of  public  men.  A 
collinon  has  taken  place,  whioh  Z  could  have 
most  anxiously  wianed  to  avoid;  bnt  it  was 
not  to  he  shunned.  We  have  not  sought  this 
controversy;  it  has  met  us,  and  been  forced 
upon  OS.  In  my  judgment,  the  law  has  been 
disregarded,  and  the  constitution  transgressed ; 
the  fortress  of  liberty  has  been  assaulted,  and 
drcnmstances  have  placed  the  Senate  in  the 
breach;  and,  although  we  may  perish  in  it, 
I  know  we  shall  not  fly  from  it.  But  I  am 
fearless  of  oonsecuences.  We  shall  hold  on,  «r, 
and  hold  out,  till  the  people  themselves  come 
to  its  defence,  We  shall  raise  the  alarm,  and 
mdntain  the  post,  till  they  whose  right  it  is, 
shall  dedde  whetiier  the  Senate  be  a  faction, 
wantonly  redsting  lawful  sower,  or  whether  it 
be  oppomn^  with  firmness  and  patriotism,  vio- 
lations of  liberty,  and  inroads  upon  the  consti- 
tution. 

Ur.  Benton  said :  The  attack  upon  the  Pres- 
ident, BO  indecendy  and  illegally  commenced  at 
the  banning  of  tiie  session,  now  draws  to  a 
close,  and  approaches  its  termination.  The 

{irotracted  discussion  expires  under  its  own 
ength :  all  the  defenders  of  the  Senate  have 
been  heard ;  the  case  is  ready  to  go  before  the 
people,  and  to  be  banded  down  to  posterity, 
and  to  receive  from  the  ultimate  arbiter  of  hu- 
man actions — an  impartial  public — the  final 
sentence  of  condemnatvai  or  approval  to  whioh 


[Sxium 

it  is  entitied.  And  how  does  the  esse  stand  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate  f  How  does  the  Senate 
appear?  Naked,  defenceless,  unjustified,  and 
ui^ustifiable  I  Stripped  to  the  shirt,  like  the 
Soman  Consuls  in  the  Caudine  Forks!  and 
without  denial  or  palliation  for  the  most  fla- 
grant breach  of  the  constitution,  and  the  most 
scandalous  disregard  of  decency,  which  the  his- 
tory of  faction  and  the  annals  of  cabal  has  ever 
exlubited  to  an  outraged  oommonjfy,  in  any 
age^or  in  any  country. 

What  is  it,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  the  Senate  has 
done  t  What  act  of  theirs  has  had  the  novel 
effect  to  place  this  hi^h  body  at  the  bar  of  tiie 
public  to  throw  it  into  a  deep  and  deadly 
breach,  and  to  make  it  cry  out  for  succor  and 
for  safety  1  What  act  has  the  Senate  done  to 
produce  this  strange  vicissitude  in  its  fortunes, 
to  work  this  wonderful  metamorphosis  on  its 
own  dignity  and  station  ?  What  has  it  done  to 
effect  all  this?  Let  factSi,  and  an  impartial 
country,  respond  to  the  inquiry  t  All  America 
knows  that,  when  the  depodts  were  removed 
last  fall,  the  whole  newspaper  interest  otmneot- 
ed  with  the  United  States  Bank  immediately 
proclaimed  a  violation  of  the  constitution  and 
of  the  laws,  and  demanded  the  impeachment  of 
the  I^ident  The  impeachment  was  not  only 
demanded,  bnt  foretold  and  asserted.  The 
House  of  Representatives  was  appealed  to; 
their  duty  to  prefer  the  impeachment  was  in- 
cessantly urged ;  their  intention  to  do  so  was 
openly  affirmed;  and  so  far  was  the  process 
carried,  of  preparing  the  public  mind  ibr  the 
event,  that  the  names  of  the  members  who 
were  to  move  it,  and  of  the  witnesses  who  were 
to  att^d  the  trial,  were  exultingly  and  osten- 
tatiously paraded  in  the  presses  of  the  bank  I 
AU  this  took  place  in  the  months  of  October 
and  November,  and  took  place  too  recentiy  and 
too  notoriously  to  brook  contradiction,  or  to 
require  corroboration  on  this  floor.  And  thn& 
for  two  months  before  Congress  assembled,  and 
to  the  full  extent  that  bank  intelligence  and 
l>ank  publications  could  go,  the  public  mind  was 
warned  and  prepared  to  witness  an  attempt  to 

fet  up  a  form^  impeadiment  against  President 
ackson,  as  soon  as  Congress  met.  The  dis- 
missal of  Mr.  Duane,  because  he  would  not 
give  the  order  for  the  removal  of  the  deposits ; 
the  appdntment  o£  Hr.  Tan^  to  ^ve  that 
ord$r,  and  the  consequent  exerdse  of  illegal  and 
unconstitutiond  rower  over  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  which  was  held  to  be  the  Bank 
of  tiie  United  States,  were  the  notorions  and 
proclaimed  grounds  for  demanding  the  contem- 
plated impeachment.  Congress  meets  on  the 
third  day  of  December;  day  after  day,  and 
week  after  week,  passes  away,  and  no  member 
is  found  to  rise  m  his  place  to  move  the  im- 
peachment which  the  nank  presses  had  so 
openly  demanded  and  so  confidently  foretold. 
No  member  of  the  House  rises  in  his  place  to 
commence  that  proceeding,  which  under  the 
constitution  of  the  country,  could  only  com- 
menoe  in  the  House  al  Representatives,  the  imp 
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mediate  organ  of  the  people's  grieTanoes,  bs 
well  03  of  the  people's  rights,  and  appropriatelj 
styled  the  grand  inqnest  of  the  nation.  No 
member  of  that  body  rises  in  his  place  to  obey 
the  Impnlrion  of  the  bank,  to  avenge  its  c&ose, 
to  yexify  its  prodamatHHi,  and  to  mom  the  im- 

Eeaohment  <a  the  Frerident.  Li  a  hoSj  of  two 
nndred  and  fbrty-elght  members,  many  of 
them  yonng,  many  warm,  impetaoos,  daring, 
none  coald  be  fbond  to  minister  to  the  ven- 
geance of  the  bank,  and  to  redeem  tiie  pled^ 
for  which  that  institntion  stood  committed  m 
the  face  of  the  oomitry.  •  *  ♦  ♦  •  xbe 
impeachment  conld  not  be  commenced  in  the 
Hoose  of  BepreeentatiresI  What  next)  It  is 
fiotnally  oommenoed  in  the  Senate  I  On  the 
26th  day  of  December— jnst  three  weeks  after 
Oongrese  had  met— and  when  the  whole  snbiect 
nf  the  finances,  the  treasozy,  and  the  bank,  nad 
been  reared  to  tiie  Fimmoe  Oommittm,  to 
originate  the  l^datiTe  measnree  which  the 
case  might  reqnire,  a  resolntion  is  hid  upon 
the  table  of  the  Senate,  by  a  member  of  that 
body,  to  condemn  the  Prmdent  fw  the  iden- 
tical acts  for  which  the  bank  presses  had  fore- 
toM,  and  demanded  his  impeachment, 

^e  reeoluticm  is  laid  npon  the  table,  without 
any  legislative  object;  for  the  legislative  in- 
qniry  had  already  gone  to  the  appropriate  com- 
mittee. It  is  laid  npon  the  table  by  a  member 
of  the  Senate ;  a  speech  in  the  s^le  and  tem- 
per of  the  moat  relentlees  criminal  proeeoation, 
BOoh  as  the  dvillutim  of  the  age  does  not 
admit  against  the  greatest  oSbndera,  la  ia*o- 
longed  for  three  daya  upon  it ;  a  debate  of  the 
aame  character  rages  for  three  months;  the 
resolution  is  then  three  times  altered  by  the 
mover  in  the  fboe  of  the  Senate,  and  a  vote  is 
taken  npon  it,  defined  by  an  exact  party  line, 
finding  the  Preddent  guilty  of  a  violation  of  the 
laws  and  the  constitntion,  and  actually  oou- 
demniug  him,  without  trial,  for  the  commission 
of  an  impeachable  off^oe,  and  that  by  the  very 
body  which  could  neither  be^  an  impeach- 
mwA  nor  deoUne  the  trial  of  one  when  regu- 
larly brought  before  them.  The  actof  tiie  S^- 
ate  b^ng  nniahed  and  oonsommated,  fheir  sen- 
tence of  ocmdemnation  being  prononnoedr—the 
Freddent,  for  the  first  time,  breaks  sQrao^  and 
lifts  his  voice  in  a  proceeding  so  extzaordinaty 
in  its  nature,  and  so  xu^ust  in  its  consequences 
to  himself.  He  sends  m  his  protest  t  A  odm 
and  ^gnified  remonstrance,  an  impressive  and 
temperate  af)peal  against  fhe  injustice  tliat  has 
been  done  him.  In  this  protest  he  has  taken 
his  stand  upon  dear,  oonstitntional  law — upon 
the  first  prmoiples  or  criminal  justice — that  the 
Senate,  being  his  judges,  had  no  right  to  pre- 
judge his  case,  and  to  pronounce  him  gmty 
without  trial  or  liearing.  This  is  the  groiraa 
taken  by  the  Pretident ;  and  what  is  the  an- 
swer, the  defence,  the  justifioalion  of  the  Sen- 
ate I  Not  a  response  to  the  accusation,  not  a 
reply  to  the  charge,  not  a  defence  for  uErurping 
junadiction,  exercising  extr^udioial  power  and 
oondncting  an  €X  forte  proceeding,  Init  donds 
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of  new  chaises,  volleys  of  new  epithets,  and 
torrents  of  new  invectiTe ;  with  an  afi'eoted  cry 
of  danger,  and  standing  in  the  breach;  as  if 
pnblio  attention  could  be  drawn  off  from  the 
true  pdnt  in  dispute — from  the  ezanunation  of 
the  Benate'a  oondaot— by  mere  dint  of  clamor, 
by  reckleaa  aoonmulation  of  freeh  aooosation, 
\^  distortion  and  perversion  of  every  wwd  in 
the  protest,  and  by  pursuing  the  Prerident,  like 
a  constable's  i)(MM^  with  one  incessant  uproar, 
as  if  engagea  in  the  hue-and-<ny  pursuit  of  a 
furtive  irom  justice.  No,  sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  this 
is  not  the  bnmnees  now  in  hand.  The  present 
question  is  to  examine  into  the  constitutionality 
of  the  Senate's  proceeding  a^idnst  the  Prm,' 
dent,  and  not  to  try  the  President  over  again 
upon  the  old  accusation,  or  to  eke  out  stale 
charges  with  new  aggravations.  The  Senate 
has  judged  the  Preuaait,  and  the  country  will 
now  Judge  the  Senate.  Onr  present  ooonpatkai 
is  the  defence  of  the  Senate :  and  what  u  that 
defence,  stripped  of  all  additions  and  .^Msea, 
and  reduced  to  Its  point  and  essence  ?  what  la 
that  defence,  now  that  eU  the  defenders  havo 
been  heard ;  when  the  last  advocate  has  spoken, 
and  the  case  is  ready  for  sobmisdon  to  the 
judgment  of  the  people  ?  What  is  this  defence  9 
Sir,  it  is  nothing  more  nor  less  than  &  refoge 
under  a  suhterfoge — a  fiwht  from  every  thing 
like  defence — and  a  palpfwle  oonfesdon  that  no 
defence  can  be  made ;  for  the  whole  excuse  of 
the  Senate  rests  npoit  a  solitary  assumption, 
which  every  roeaker  has  ma^  and  which  as- 
somption  is  nttther  tme  in  &ct  nor  material  in 
law.  It  reata  upon  the  assumption  that  (lia 
motives  of  the  Fl%sident  were  not  impugned  I 
that  wicked,  corrupt,  and  criminal  intentions 
were  not  imputed  to  hlmt  This  is  the  sum 
total  of  the  defenoe.  "  The  resolution  is  sflent 
as  to  the  motive,"  says  one,  (Mr.  OLiT.)  "  It 
carefblly  abstains  from  the  imputation  of  a 
crimimu.  intent,"  says  another,  (Mi,  Lkiqh.) 
"  It  imputes  no  crime ;  it  charges  no  corrupt 
motive ;  it  moposes  no  punishment,"  s^  a 
third,  QSi.  Wbbstsb.)  Here,  then,  said  Mr. 
B.,  is  the  whole  point  and  power  of  the  defence. 
Its  ccmoentrated  essence  Ilea  in  the  aUegiUuHi, 
that  criminal  intentions  are  not  imputed  to  tha 
President, 

Upon  this  defenoe  Ur.  B.  took  two  distinct 
and  separate  issues :  first,  that  it  was  not  true, 
in  point  of  fact ;  and  secondly,  that  if  true,  it 
was  not  material  in  point  of  law.  In  discuadng 
the  first  of  these  issues,  he  said  he  should  not 
commit  the  folly  of  confining  himself  to  the 
words  which  were  inserted  m  the  resolution, 
c^cially  as  altered,  and  altered  for  the  third 
time,  in  the  face  of  the  Senate,  uid  the  last 
honr  of  the  debate. 

He  must  be  permitted  to  bdieve,  and  to 
maiut^  that  the  omisdon  to  ohai^  a  criminal 
intent,  and  espeoially  its  carefbl  and  studied 
omission,  operated  nothing  in  favor  of  the  Sen- 
ate, but  the  contrary,  "the  averment,  though 
not  in  the  resolution  In  words,  was  nerertiie- 
lesa  effeotoally  there  by  impUootion ;  and,  what 
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is  infinitelT'  more,  it  was  evidently  in  the  hearts, 
and  notorioasly  in  the  speeches,  of  all  the 
members  who  supported  tiie  resolntion.  The 
charge  was,  therefore,  in  the  bosoms  of  the 
Jndges ;  it  was  in  their  pleadings ;  it  was  pro- 
mulgated in  their  speedies,  even  in  all  those 
delivered  on  the  distress  memorials,  as  on  the 
formal  resolntion.  Even  now,  within  this 
hour,  in  the  hearing  of  all  present  the  last 
is^aker  on  the  side  of  the  Senate  (Ur.  Wib- 
steb)  has  openly  said,  that  JE^resident  Jackson's 
conduct,  in  assuming  and  sanctioning  Mr.  Ta- 
ney's fl^pointment  of  a  salaried  officer  to  super- 
intend the  deposit  banks — fwhich  appcnntment 
ICr.  Taney  never  made  t) — ^that  saoh  conduct  of 
a  President,  in  the  time  of  Washington  and  Jef- 
ferson, could  not  have  passed  a  week  before  it 
became  the  foundation  for  an  impeachment 
After  this,  what  merit  can  there,  be  in  saying 
that  evil  intentions  are  not  charged  on  the 
record  t  The  injuty  to  the  President  is  the 
eame,  whether  in  the  record  or  not ;  f6r  being 
a  man  of  sound  mind,  be  is  presumed  to  act 
with  intentions,  and  to  violate  the  law  and  the 
oonstitution  with  bad  intentions,  if  he  violates 
them  at  alL  Having  sworn  to  support  Uiem, 
thebreadiof ^oa^involTespeijuTj.  Tothe 
Senate  ib»  oonaequenee  is  the  same,  whether 
the  evil  inteutiw  is  retained  in  tlie  heart, 
qvead  upon  the  record,  or  prodded  in  lite 
q>eediea  of  the  Sffliators :  fn  either  case  they 
pass  npon  the  guilt  and  innocence  of  the  ac- 
cused; and  become  disqualified,  npon  every 
principle  of  honor  and  decency,  for  the  ofBce 
of  judge,  in  the  event  that  a  r^nlar  impeach- 
ment for  the  same  offence  should  afterwards  be 
preferred.  Surely  those  Senators  who  have 
thus  spoken,  and  thus  impugned  the  motives  of 
the  I^wndeat,  can  never  be  impartial  judges, 
although  thdr  xeoorded  opinion,  upon  Uie  pas- 
■age  of  the  resolution,  is  limited  to  the  fact  of 
violated  law  and  constitution.  Besting  upon 
the  notoriety  of  the  speeches  dally  delivered  on 
the  floor  of  uie  Senate— widely  ^ntased  over  the 
country  in  pamphlets  and  newspapers;  pressed 
into  the  hands  of  all  readers,  and  stocK  up  in 
tavemsj  steamboats,  and  barbers'  shops,  to 
rouse  the  people  agunst  the  Frerident,  and  to 
render  him  odious — ^relying  upon  the  speeches, 
thos  pressed  into  notice,  replete  with  every 
violent  epithet,  crammed  with  every  odious 
ccHDparison — Onsar,  Nero,  Gidigula,  Oromwell, 
Bonaparte,  and  the  infatuated  Stuarts ;  and  re- 
ferring to  every  lawyer's  knowledge,  that  the 
law  presumes  the  bad  intenti<Hi  fbr  ererr  iflegal 
act,  he  (Hr.  B.)  would  go  no  farther  for  evi- 
dence to  prove  his  first  issne,  that  the  Senate's 
defence  was  not  true  in  point  of  fact 

But  he  meant  to  take  and  to  midntain,  his 
great  stand  upon  the  second  issucL  that  the 
omission  of  the  averment  of  the  crimual  intent 
was  not  material  In  point  of  law  \  that  the  reso- 
lution was  the  same  without  the  averment  as 
with  it ;  and  that  the  infraction  of  the  consti- 
tntion,  the  wrong  to  the  Pr«Bident,  the  subver- 
sion of  all  the  n^ta  of  the  aeoused,  the  inva- 
Tou  XIL^SS 


don  of  the  privileges  of  the  Hoose  of  Bepire- 
sentatives,  and  the  misconduct  <tf  the  Senate, 
were  just  as  qomplete  and  jnst  as  flagrant,  in 
the  adoption  m  the  resolution,  as  finaUy  modi- 
fied and  passed,  as  it  would  have  been  if  passed 
in  the  form  it  first  wore,  or  if  staffed  and  dis- 
tended with  all  the  tautologous  averments  of 
wicked  intentions  and  corrupt  motives — *'moved 
and  seduced  by  the  instigation  of  the  devil,  and 
not  having  the  fear  of  God  before  his  eyes  " — 
which  are  to  be  found  in  the  black-letter  edi- 
tions of  common  law  indictments. 

Briefly  recapitulating  what  had  been  aud  by 
other  Senators  miposed  to  the  resolution,  and 
especially  from  hu  old  friend  from  Tennessee, 
(Mr.  Gbubdt,)  whose  skill  as  a  criminal  lawyw 
he  had  been  almost  amused  to  see  called  in 
question;  briefly  adverting  to  the  high  and 
dear  ground  taken  by  these  Senators ;  firat,  that 
the  criminal  intent  was  always  presumed  by 
the  law  when  the  illegal  act  was  proved ;  an^ 
secondly,  that  the  Senate's  resolution  was  not 
an  indicbnent,  but  a  judgment ;  not  the  prefer- 
ment, bat  the  conclusion,  of  an  impeachment ; 
and  that  judgments  never  recited  intentions ; 
grounds  which  Kr.  B.  undertook  to  affirm  en- 
tirely opsH  the  defence- of  the  Senate.  Leav- 
ing all  these  solid  considerations  where  others 
had  placed  them,  he  would  proceed  to  a  new 
point  in  the  case — ^to  a  new  reason  for  the  im- 
materiality of  criminal  averments  in  prosecu- 
tions of  impeachments.  And  upon  this  new 
ground  would  strip  the  Senate's  defence  of  the 
last  disguise,  and  leave  their  resolntion  ready 
for  the  spunge  of  obliteration,  and  ripe  for  the 
knife  of  expurgation,  the  moment  the  repre- 
sentation in  the  Senate  should  be  brought  mto 
harmony  and  concord  with  the  feelii^  and  sen- 
timents of  the  people. 

Entering  npon  the  examination  of  this  new 
point,  Hr.  B.  first  called  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  to  the  nature  of  an  Impeaohment  under 
the  Oonatitation  of  the  United  States,  and 
wherein  it  differed  from  an  impeachment  in 
En^and;  while  impeaohmente  m  both  conn- 
tries  essentially  differed  from  prosecutions  on 
indictments.  The  difference,  he  said,  was  mark- 
ed and  essential,  and  exercised  a  decided  infin- 
ence  over  the  whole  proceeding.  In  the  United 
States,  the  sentence  upon  conviction  on  im- 
peachment, extended  only  to  a  removal  from 
office,  and  a  disqualification  for  holding  fhture 
office,  with  an  express  liabiUty  in  the  person 
thus  removed  and  disqualified,  to  a  {mwecntion 
upon  indictment,  and  judgment  and  ponishment 
upon  that  indictment,  for  the  same  ofl^oe,  ac- 
cording to  the  law  of  the  land,  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  no  impeachment  had  taken  place. 
Thus,  the  effect  of  conviction  upon  an  impeach- 
ment in  the  United  States  was  purely  prevent- 
ive— pnrely  to  prevent  further  crime — to  pre- 
vent the  same  person  from  acting  longer  m  a 
station  in  which  his  actions  were  hnrtfm  to  the 
community ;  while  punishment,  if  any,  was  left 
to  flow  from  the  ordinary  tribunals,  and  wh«e 
the  tnal  by  Jnry  was  a  safeguard  to  the  life  and 


DBBATES  OF  OONGBBSS. 


Digitized  by 


864 


ABBIDaHENT  OF  THB 


[IUt,  1884. 


Itber^  and  propeiij  of  the  innocent.  In.  the 
eye  «  the  Amerloan  eonstitatitHi,  there  is  no 
punishment  following  impeachment;'  for  re- 
moval from  ofBoe  ia  nt>t  regarded  as  punish- 
ment, which  must  follow  from  the  indictment, 
if  necessary,  and  be  superadded  to  the  removal 
and  disqtiai^caUon ;  which  oonld  not  be  if  the 
remoTaf  from  ofiBce,  either  in  law  or  in  fiuit, 
was  panishment;  for  no  man  can  be  twice 
punished  for  the  same  offence.  In  England,  on 
the  contrary,  the  sentence  on  ooqvictaon  under 
impeaohment  extends  to  legal  and  actual  pnn- 
isbment,  to  punishment  in  person  and  in  prop- 
erly; rar  .the  party  may  oe  both  fined  and 
imprlBoned.  Ou  indictments,  as  eTerybody 
knows,  both  in  England  and  America,  tiie  direct 
object  of  the  prosecution  Is  punishment — pon- 
Ismuent  in  life,  limb,  person,  or  property ;  and 
prerentive  justice  is  only  an  incident,  resulting 
from  couTiction  for  crimesj  which  presumes 
too  much  depravity  to  admit  of  fiirther  trust 
or  confidence  in  the  o£fender.  Whenever,  then, 
punishment  would  follow  couTiotion,  whether 
on  indictment  or  impeachment — whenever  the 
life  or  limb  of  the  party  was  to  be  touched — 
whenever  his  body  mig^t  be  cast  into  prison,  or 
hifl  pr(q>aty  taken  by  fine  or  forfeiture — ^in 
every  such  case,  the  quo  anitao,  the  state  of 
tlie  mind,  the  criminal  intent,  was  of  the  es- 
sence of  the  offence;  and  most  be  duly  averred, 
and  fully  laored,  or  clearly  inferrible  from  the 
nature  of  the  act  done ;  but,  in  the  case  of  im- 
peachment under  the  ConstiUition  of  the  United 
States,  where  the  sentence  could  extend  no  fhr> 
tber  than  merely  to  prevent  the  party  from 
using  Ms  power  to  do  further  mischief^  leaving 
him  subject  to  a  future  indictment,  then  the 
intent  of  the  party,  whether  good  or  bad,  char- 
itable or  wicked,  became  wholly  immaterial ; 
not  necessary  to  be  alleged,  nor  requiring  to  be 
proved,  or  to  he  inferred,  if  the  allegation 
should  chanoe  to  be  nude.  Every  averment 
relative  to  the  intention  would  he  surplusage ; 
for  the  mischief  to  the  public  was  the  samey 
whether  a  pabUc  Amotionaiy  should  folate  the 
law  ttoai  weakness  or  wickedness,  from  folly 
or  from  d^gn.  In  either  ease  the  mjnry  to 
the  oommunity  was  the  same ;  the  unfitness  of 
the  party  to  remun  in  office  was  the  same ;  the 
inducement  to  remove  him  the  same ;  andj  in 
both  cases,  the  removal  would  be  effected  by  im- 
peachment ;  ^e  community  would  be  protected 
from  Au^er  injury  by  the  sentence  under  ira- 
peadmient;  and  the  offendingpartyfif  deserving 
pi^shment,  would  be  turned  over  to  the  ordi- 
nary tribunals,  and  to  all  the  technicalitiea  and 
fbnnaUties  of  a  jury  trial,  upon  indictment,  to 
Teoeive  that  punishment. 

Young  as  the  United  Statea  were,  Ur.  B. 
said,  brief  and  scanty  as  their  history,  and  es- 
pecially their  crinunal  history,  yet  was,  still  the 
history  of  these  States  already  afforded  ample 
illustrations  of  the  truth  of  the  positions  which 
he  had  taken  relative  to  impeachments  under 
the  constitution  of  the  Union.  It  afforded  ex- 
amidea  of  two  impeachments  tried  before  the 


Senate,  in  one  of  which  there  could  be  no  cor- 
rupt or  wicked  intention,  for  the  party  waa  in- 
sane, and  therefore  ino^paUe  both  in  law  and 
in  fact,  of  being  either  o(HTiipt  or  wicked ;  and 
in  another,  of  which  a  mere  naked  violation  of 
law  waa  charged,  without  the  slightest  reference 
to  the  intentions,  or  qw>  animo  of  the  party ;  he 
allttded  to  the  cases  of  the  Judges  Hokering  and 
Ohase.  Ur.  B.  then  went  into  a  statement  of  the 
impeachment  of  these  two  j  udges,  to  sustun  the 
view  he  had  been  taking,  and  to  apply  histori- 
oal  facts  andja^oial  deciuons  to  the  legal  doc- 
trines which  he  had  laid  down.  Judge  Fidcer- 
ing,  a  district  judge  of  the  United  States  for  the 
State  of  New  Hunpshire,  was  impeached  for 
acts  of  Arrant  ill^ality,  and  wluch,  in  truth, 
implied  gnat  wickedness.  The  articles  of  im- 
peadiment  charged  wicked  and  cwmpt  intent 
tions;  yet  it  was  proved  that  he  was  iuu^talde 
in  law,  or  in  fact,  of  wickedness  or  corraption ; 
for  he  was  utterly  insane,  both  at  the  tune  of 
committing  the  acts,  and  at  the  time  be  was 
tried  for  them ;  and  could  not,  and  did  not,  ap- 
pear before  the  Senate  to  make  any  defence. 
His  unfortunate  condition  was  proved  and  ad~ 
mitted,  and  the  Senate  was  moved,  by  counsel, 
to  stop  the  procee^ngs  against  him,  and  to  re- 
mit or  postoone  the  trial ;  bat  the  Senate  took 
the  clear  diatinotion  between  a  proceeding 
which  could  only  go  to  a  removal  mm  office 
and  a  disqualification  for  holding  office,  and  a 
prosecution  which  might  involve  a  criminal 

Eonishment;  and  they  proceeded  with  the  trisi, 
eard  the  evidence,  found  the  Uleg^  acts  to 
have  been  committed,  and  pronounced  the  sen- 
tence which  the  good  of  the  community  re- 
quired, and  which  the  unfortunate  judge  waa  a 
proper  sulfject  to  receive — that  of  removal 
from  office.  They  did  not  add  a  sentence  of 
disqualification  for  holding  future  offices;  for 
he  might  agfun  recover  his  understanding,  and 
become  a  useful  dtizen.  The  Senate  lunited 
itself  to  a  soitence  wMdi  the  good  of  the  oom- 
munity demanded— which  was  a^plioable  to 
misfortune  and  not  to  criminality — ^wlUch  was 
suited  to  the  acts  of  the  judge,  and  not  to  bis 
intentions ;  a  sentence  which  virtually  acquit- 
ted him  of  evil  intentions ;  for  the  acts  were  of 
such  a  nature  as  to  have  required,  if  committed 
by  a  person  of  sound  mind,  not  only  disqualifi- 
cation for  future  office,  but  prosecution,  and 
punishment  upon  indictment.  Hr.  B.  relied 
upon  this  case  as  one  of  the  strongest  which 
history  could  present,  or  imagination  could  con- 
ceive, to  show  the  immateri^ty  of  criminal  in- 
tentions to  support  impeachments  under  the 
Oonstittttim  of  the  United  St^ea.  It  was  a 
stronger  case  than  it  would  have  been  if  oor- 
mpt  and  wicked  intentions  had  not  been  ohaiv- 
ed;  for  being  charged,  and  then  disproved,  It 
was  a  positive  decision  of  the  Senate  upon  the 
total  immateriality  of  the  allegation ;  ft  was  a 
dear  declaration  thatthe  averment  was  surplus- 
age, and  that  an  officer  should  be  impeached, 
and  removed  from  office,  for  illegal  acts  alone, 
without  the  least  refnenoe  to  hia  intentkou^ 
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aod  even  in  the  &ce  of  the  fiuit  that  he  was  in- 
capable of  legal  volition,  and  therefore,  could 
have  no  intentions  in  the  eye  of  the  law. 

The  case  of  Judge  Chase,  Mr.  B.  stdd,  was  a 
case  of  a  different  kind,  to  prove  Hie  same  point : 
it  was  a  case  with,  or  without,  averments  of 
criminal  intentions.  Jadge  Chase  was  im- 
peached upon  ei^t  articles;  five  of  them 
chained  oornipt  and  widced  intentions ;  three 
charged  no  intentioiu  at  aU;  being  wholly 
silent  upon  the  qnestiou  of  motivea,  anil  mmAj 
alleging  the  commission  of  the  acts,  and  the  vio- 
lation of  the  law.  The  three  articles,  thns  si- 
lent  on  the  question  of  motives,  were  distinct 
and  sabstantire  articles  in  themselves,  not  va^ 
nations  of  the  other  articles,  but  containing  new 
and  distinct  charges ;  and,  therefore,  to  ctand 
or  fall  upon  their  own  merits,  witiioQt  being 
helped  ont  by  a  reference  to  the  same  charges 
in  another  form,  in  another  part  of  the  proceed- 
ings. They  were  the  articles  first,  fonmi,  and 
fi^.  Kr.  B.  wonld  state  them^articnlarly ; 
for,  if  tiie  least  doubt  remained  on  the  mind  of 
any  me,  after  ae^ng  the  case  of  Jndge  Picker- 
ing, the  tenor  of  these  three  articles  ui  the  im- 
p^ehment  of  Judge  Ohase  would  entirely  re- 
move and  diroel  that  doubt.  The  first  of  these 
artidea,  wbicb  is  No.  1  in  the  impeachment,  re- 
lates to  the  trial  of  Fries,  at  Philadelphia,  and 
char{^  the  jad^  with  three  specific  mstances 
of  miscondnct  m  coodnctinc  that  trial ;  and 
conclnded  them  with  the  allegation,  that  they  ! 
were  '*  dangeroos  to  onr  liberties,'*  and  "  in 
violation  of  law  and  jostice,"  bat  without  the 
slightest  reference  to  the  fuooninu)  of  the  judge, 
or  the  state  of  mind  in  which  the  acts  were 
done.  The  article  is  wholly  silent  with  respect 
to  his  intentions.  The  fourth  article  contains 
four  apedfications  of  mlsoonduet ;  all  ofaai^ied 
to  have  occurred  on  the  trial  of  Callender,  in 
^cbmond,  and  alleged  them  to  be  "  subversive 
of  justice,'*  and  "disgraceftil  to  the  character 
of  a  jndgie ;  "  but  were  wholly  silent  as  to  the 
intenuons  of  the  pudge,  and  left  the  guo  animo 
with  which  he  did  the  acts  entirely  out  of  the 
record.  The  fifth  article  charged  a  specific  and 
single  violation  of  law  in  o^ering  the  arrest 
of  Callender  upon  a  eaptoM,  instead  of  directing 
him  to  be  called  in  upon  a  summons ;  but  with- 
out imputing  any  motive  or  intention  whatever, 
good  or  bad,  to  the  judge,  for  preferring  the 
«apia«  to  the  summons.  The  only  averment  i& 
"  that  Callender  waa  arrested,  and  committed 
to  close  custo^,  contrary  to  law.  In  that  oaae 
made  and  provided."  Such  were  the  three 
articles,  saidKr.  B.,  whidi  charged  violations 
of  law  upon  Judge  Chase,  without  impuUng 
criming  intentions  or  ccmupt  motives  to  him ; 
and  upon  which  the  judge  was  as  ftilly  tried, 
and  made  as  ample  a  defence,  both  upon  the 
law  and  the  facts,  as  he  did  upon  the  five  other 
articles,  'which  contained  the  or^nary  aver- 
ments of  wicked  and  cormpt  intentions. 
Keither  the  learned  judge  himself  nor  any  one 
of  bis  counsel,  numerous  and  eminent  as  they 
were,  made  the  least  distinotion  between  the 
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articles  which  chained,  and  the  articles  which 
did  not  charge,  corrupt  intentions.  They  went 
to  trial  upon  the  whole  alike ;  put  in  no  demur- 
rers ;  made  no  motions  to  quash ;  reserved  no 
points ;  and  defended  the  whole  upon  the  law 
and  the  facts  of  each  separate  case.  This,  stud 
iSr.  B.,  should  exterminate  doubt,  and  silence 
cavil.  It  is  the  dedsion  of  the  managers,  and 
th^  were  eminent  lawyers  and  profound  states- 
men 1— it  was  ihe  decirion  of  the  managers 
who  prepared  the  articles  of  impeachment — the 
decdnon  of  the  House  which  preferred  them — 
the  de<^on  of  the  Senate  who  tried  them — and 
the  admisrion  of  the  learned  judge  who  was 
tried  upon  them,  and  of  the  able  counsel  who 
conducted  his  defence,  that  the  quo  animo  aver- 
ment, the  allegation  of  wicked  intentions,  was 
entirely  immateri^  in  an  article  of  impeadi- 
raent  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  B.  made  an  apology,  or  rather  stated  his 
justification  to  the  Senate,  for  having  gone  so 
minutely  into  the  cases  of  the  Judges  Pickerine 
and  Ohase.  He  had  done  so  from  a  sense 
doty  to  the  President  and  to  the  county,  and 
to  prevent  the  law  of  the  land  from  bong  borne 
down  by  the  wnght  of  names,  and  the  amnr  d 
authority.  Many  Senators  had  taken  their 
stand  upon  the  lu[al  position,  that  these  pro- 
ceedings ag^nst  t£e  President  are  not  tanta- 
mount to  iuipeaobment,  because  the  resolution 
does  not  contain  the  formal  all^^on  of  cor- 
mpt or  wicked  intentions.  Two,  at  least,  of 
the  Senators,  (Messrs.  Wbbstsb  and  Leigh,) 
thus  staking  themselves  upon  this  legal  posi- 
tion, were  eminent  lawyers,  and  possessed  high 
and  deserved  reputation  as  jurists.  Their  opin- 
ions, if  left  .nnocmtroverted,  if  not  completely 
overtiirown,  could  not  but  have  great  weight 
in  the  coontiT.  It  was  necessary  to  encounter 
the  high  authorify  of  thcto  opinions,  with  the 
still  higher  authority  of  adjudged  cases ;  and 
this  was  most  effectually  and  thoroughly  done 
,in  the  production  and  application  of  the  two 
impeachment  cases  of  Judge  Pickering  and 
Judge  Chase,  in  which  the  solemn  judgments 
of  two  full  Senates,  and  the  acquiescence  of  all 
concerned,  were  set  in  opposition  to  the  solitary 
opinions  of  individual  Senators :  and  thus  the 
sole  ground  on  which  the  defence  of  the  Senate 
rested,  was  swept  from  under  their  feet,  and 
expunged  from  the  face  of  the  earth. 

Ur.  B.  having  fully  encountered,  and,  as  he 
trusted  and  believed,  entirely  overthrown  the 
whole  defence  set  np  by  the  Senate^  would  now 
extend  his  ^ew  to  some  anxiliaiy  coiuddera- 
tions,  and  examine  the  propriety  and  deoomm 
of  the  Senate's  conduct  m  adopting  a  resolnticai 
of  this  character  against  the  President. 

The  S«Date  is  composed  of  individoals,  said 
Mr.  B.,  some  of  whom  aspire  to  the  occupation 
of  the  place  which  President  Jackson  now 
holds,  others  of  whom  have  contended  with  him 
for  that  place,  and  have  been  left  by  the  people 
— Imgo  sed  yroasimw  intervallih~ak  a  long 
interval  behind ;  and  others,  agun,  who,  having 
real  or  &nded  grievances  to  complain  o^  appear 
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before  the  pabllc  as  bis  implacable  enemies 
and  incontinent  revilers.  From  all  snch  Sena- 
tors the  laws  of  honor,  a  sense  of  deoomm, 
respect  for  public  opimon,  and  a  due  n^aeA  to 
the  sanctity  of  pablio  Jnmoe,  would  require  a 
rigorous  impartiality  m  Uie  discharge  of  an 
acSmowledged  duty,  and  a  pnnetalions  refusal 
to  engage  in  any  proceeding  which  inrdlTed  the 
assnmption  <tf  gratoitons  powers,  or  required 
the  discharge  of  invidions  offices.  It  was  a 
case  even  in  wMoh  the  refusal  of  many  Senators 
to  sit  in  judgment,  although  a  regular  impeach- 
ment had  been  brought  in,  misbt  nave  attracted 
ihe  admiration,  and  commanded  the  applause, 
of  all  honorable  men.  This  impartiality — this 
abetinence — this  refusal  to  sit  in  Judgment,  had 
not  been  witnessed  on  this  occasion ;  on  the 
contrary,  there  had  been  witnessed  an  eagerness 
-and  promptitade  in  volunteering  for  attack ;  a 
Ti(denoe  and  personality  hi  carrying  it  <m ;  a 
tfroflsnesB  and  turbulence  of  inveotive;  a  read- 
iness to  draw  inferences  without  warrant,  and 
to  impute  charges  without  evidence,  which  was 
nerer  before  euitbited  in  any  American  assem- 
b^ — ^which  has  no  parallel  in  England,  Eonoe 
the  time  ^at  Jeffries  rode  the  Western  curouit, 
nor  in  France,  except  in  the  days  of  the  exist- 
ence of  the  revolnt^onaiy  tribunal — which 
cannot  be  tolerated  in  any  country  where  dvil- 
ization  has  advanced  far  enough  to  require 
competitors  for  high  office,  in  becoming  adrer- 
sariw,  to  remain  gentiemen:  and  which,  on 
this  ocoaidon,  has  presented  the  American 
Senate,  and  that  in  reference  to  the  American 
Freddent,  as  sitting  for  the  picture  whioh 
General  Hunilton,  in  the  Federalist,  has  drawn 
of  a  heated  and  fitotions  assembly,  borne  away 
by  envy  and  hatred,  numing  down  an  envied 
politico  adversary  upon  groundless  accusa- 
tions I  in  which  passion  furnished  charges ; 
ai^osity  supplied  proof;  the  cunning  found 
tools ;  and  the  decision  was  regulated,  not  by 
the  guilt,  or  innocence,  of  the  accused  person, 
but  by  the  strength  and  munbers  of  the  Booosing 
party. 

Oontinning  his  remarks  upon  the  Indelicata' 
and  Indecorum  of  tibe  Senate*B  conduct  toward 
the  President,  Ur.  B.  said  that  Senators  were 
the  constitutional  judges  of  the  Fl^dent,  se- 
lected by  that  instrument  to  sit  upon  him,  and, 
therefore,  could  not  be  challenged  or  set  aside 
fof'  ill  will  or  prejudice  towards  him.  They 
mn  not  like  jurors,  to  be  set  aside  propter 
a^Pietuni,  propt&r  deUatAim;  and,  therefore, 
should  be  the  more  delicate  and  scrupulous  in 
abstaining  from  all  pre-oconpation  and  judg- 
ment against  him.  If  called  to  sit  upon  the 
trial  of  a  person  to  whom  they  were  inimical, 
the  question  was  in  their  own  breasts  to  sit  or 
retire.  Withdrawal  was  certunly  the  com- 
mendable course ;  and  the  Senate  had  witnessed 
one  instance,  at  least,  oi  that  oondnot,  and  that 
within  a  &w  years  past ;  but  the  example  did 
not  seem  to  threaten,  at  present,  to  become 
oontagiouB. 

The  refiisal,  or  (nninaon,  of  the  Hoose  d 
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Bepresentatires  to  impeach  the  President,  the 
failure  of  any  member  of  the  House  to  move 
against  hinij  was  next  r^ed  upon  by  Hr.  B.  as 
an  aggravation  of  the  Senate's  conduct  in  usurp- 
ing the  function  of  the  House ;  althonj^  by 
an  f  nfiituated  perrennty  of  logic,  that  omisnon 
of  the  House  was  expressly  relied  upon  by  one 
of  the  Senators,  (Mr.  Olat,)  as  a  reason  for  the 
Senate  td  assume  their  office.  Ho  member 
from  the  House  of  B^resoitatiTes,  fk*esh  from 
the  ranks  of  the  people— no  member  of  that 
body,  constituting  tiie  grand  inquest  of  the 
nation,  and  exclusively  charged  with  the  origi- 
nation of  impeaohments — no  such  member  coud 
be  induced,  or  stimulated,  to  follow  the  lead  of 
the  bank  press,  and  to  prefer  charges  ag^st 
President  Jackson  for  violations  of  uie  law  and 
oonstitation  .in  dismisBing  tfr.  Duane,  be* 
cftuse  he  wotdd  not  give  the  order  for  remov- 
ing the  public  depwts;  in  iq>p(nntang  Ur. 
Taney  to  nve  the  order ;  and  la  assonung  the 
exercise  of  imgranted  power  over  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States,  which  was  alleged  to  be 
the  Bank  of  the  ITnited  States.  Ko  member 
of  the  House  could  be  found  to  make  such  a 
motion ;  and  it  was  left  for  the  Senate,  by  an 
eztra-jut^cial  and  m  parte  impeachment,  to 
usurp  an  office  whioh  the  appropriate  organ 
would  not  exercise ;  and  thus  to  aggravate,  by 
contrast,  a  proceeding  wholly  unoonstitution^ 
in  itself  and  sufficientiy  odtous  in  all  its  attend- 
ant ciromnstanoes. 

The  vari^ions  wMdh  the  resolatian  had  un- 
dergone at  tiie  hands  of  its  author,  mnce  it  had 
l>een  first  introdaoed,  was  the  next  aggravation 
which  Mr.  B.  pointed  oat.  When  firat  intro- 
duced it  covered  the  very  points  which  the 
bank  press  hiul  indicated,  and  was  couched  in 
the  veiy  words  which  they  bad  used  in  de- 
manding t^e  impeachment  of  the  President; 
and,  in  addition  to  that,  contained  the  precise 
criminal  averment  which  is  usually  found  in 
impeachments  for  public  offences,  and  which 
was  actually  contained  in  the  first  article  of 
the  impeat^ment  agunst  Judge  Ohase— '*  dan- 
gerous to  the  liberties  ot  the  people  t "  The 
first  form  contained  three  speoinoations  of  vio- 
lated law  and  Mnutitatiou,  to  wit,  iiiwniMfag 
Mr.  Doane,  ^tpoiutdng  Mr.  Taney,  and  exer- 
dsiiut  ungranted  power  over  tiie  Treasury  of 
the  United  Sb^es,  with  an  averment  that  idl 
this  was  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people. 
The  next  shape  it  assumed  left  out  the  specifi- 
cations on  the  subject  of  dismissing  Kr.  Duane 
and  appointing  Mr.  Taney,  but  retained  the 
clause  About  exercising  ungranted  power  over 
the  Treasury,  and  the  danger  to  the  liberties 
of  the  people  I  The  third  metamorphosis  of 
this  most  flexible  and  pliant  resolution,  left  out 
aU  the  specifications,  and  evm  the  conclnding 
avermfint  of  "  dangerous  to  the  libwties  of  tbe 
people  I"  and  assumed  a  sh^ie— "if  shape  it 
can  be  called,  whioh  shape  has  none,"  of  such 
vagueness  and  generality,  each  stodied  amlngu- 
ity  and  daplidty  of  signification,  such  total  1n- 
dependenoe  of  facts,  date,  and  drcmnstances, 
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that  the  identifioation  of  it  with  the  hank 
deDimcUtion  'became  imposrible ;  the  most  dls- 
oordant  confederates  conid  nnite  In  its  snpport, 
for  there  was  nothing  specified  to  require  their 
assent ;  and  all  responsibility  to  pnbho  opinion 
iras  apparently  evaded,  in  the  omission  to 
specify  the  acts  under  the  general  chaifies  for 
which  the  President  was  condemned,  and  to 
the  justification  of  which  the  aocnsiog  Senators 
oould  be  held  down. 

To  expose  the  true  nature  of  these  resoln- 
tions,  and  to  exhibit  the  variations  which  their 
flexible  forms  had  undergone,  Mr.  B.  contrast- 
ed them  tf^ether  in  the  Benate,  as  they  are 
here  exhibited,  in  three  parallel  and  oonfrcmting 
columns. 


ftrttForm.  SeeondFomt.  T^irdlbrtn. 
"JlMtrfwd,  Thkt,  •^JtMotvtd,  That,  "Jtuoletd.  That 
br  dbmlatlDg  ths  lnUUiignp<»tUin- Ui«PT«>ld«iit,lnth« 
iKtoSeenta^irftlw  Mlf  tlw  rMpoulbll-  lata  axeentlTa  pro- 
Treaninr,  bttoMue  itf  of  remortng  tho  eeedtoga  in  relsUon 
lie  would  not,  oon-  depodta  of  tha  to  Ui«  pnbllo  rer- 
tnrj  to  bto  mom  of  pabUo  voomj  from  anna,  baa  Minmad 
Ilia  own  dnfy,  re-  the  Buk  of  tha  npon  hlmaelf  aa- 
noTa  tha  tnonej  of  United  States,  the  thoritjr  and  poirar 
the  Uaited  States  President  of  the  not  oonf erred  bj  the 
In  depoalt  with  the  United  SUtes  haa  conaUtaUoa  and 
Bank  «f  the  United  asaamed  the  eiar-  lam,  but  In  dero- 
Btates  and  Its  claa  of  apowerorer  gatlon4^bo(h.'~ 
branehea,  in  con-  the  Treainrr  of  the 
fbnnltr  with  the  United  BUtea  not 
I'realdent'e  opinion,  mated  to  him  b; 
and  bj  appointlnK  uMconeUtntlonani 
hia  Kieeaeeor  to  er  lawa,  and  daomona 
iMst  ancb  remoTBl,  to  the  UborUea  of 
which  hai  been  the  peoplah" 
done,  tha  Prealdent 
hai  aaanmed  the  ex- 
erdaa  ctf  a  power 
over  the  Tteasnrr 
oftha  United  Statea 
not  granted  to  htm 
by  the  eonatitntioa 
and  lawa,  and  dao- 
faromle  theUbar- 
ttnofthapeopla." 

ICr.  6.  analyzed  these  resolntjons,  more 
changeable  than  the  chameleon,  which  only 
changes  color,  while  these  change  their  form ; 
he  analyzed  these  protean  resdations,  whidi 
had  changed  their  form  three  times  in  the  face 
of  the  Senate ;  and  fonnd  that  the  first  oont«dn- 
ed  tiuree  specificatioiiB  of  violated  law  and  con- 
atltntiim,  to  wit:  1.  The  dismiadon  of  Mr. 
Dnane.  2.  The  appointment  of  Mr.  Taney. 
8.  The  exercise  of  ungranted  power  over  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States.  The  second 
contfdned  one  specifloation,  to  wit,  the  exercise 
of  ungranted  power  over  the  Treasury  of  tiie 
United  States;  and  the  third  contained  no 
specification  whatever,  and  drom>ed  the  clause 
contained  in  both  the  othera— diuigerons  to  the 
liberties  of  the  people. 

Mr.  B.  wished  to  invoke  and  concentrate  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  and  of  all  good  ci^zens, 
nnon  these  changes  in  the  forms  of  the  resoln- 
tiona.  Why  were  they  changed,  and  specifica- 
tion after  specification  dropped,  until  not  one 
remained  I  Why  were  all  these  facts,  charged 
upon  the  Preddent^  and  sostained  in  elaborate 
speeches  for  three  months ;  why  were  they  all 
dropped  on  the  last  day  oi  the  debate,  and  the 
vote  taken  upon  a  vague  and  general  reeolotiou, 


without  a  fact,  a  date,  or  a  <»rctuiistanoet  or  a 
description  of  any  one  act,  on  which  an  lasna 
ooold  he  taken?  Why  aU  thist  Sv,  said  Mr. 
B.,  the  why  and  the  wherefore  of  all  thia  was 

nothing  more  nor  less  than  this :  that  no  ma- 
jority oould  be  found  in  the  Senate'  ^uid  that 
after  three  months'  drumming  and  drilling)  to 
vote  that  the  dismiasal  of  Mr.  Uuane  was  a 
violation  of  the  laws  and  constitution ;  no  ma< 
jority  could  be  found  to  vote  that  the  appoint* 
ment  of  Mr.  Taney  was  a  violation  of  the  laws 
and  constitution ;  no  majority  could  be  foond 
to  vote  that  the  Prerident  bad  exercised  on- 
granted  power  over  the  Tnumy  of  the  United 
States;  no  nu^oritj  oonld  be  foond  to  vote 
that  he  had  done  any  thing  that  was  dangennu 
to  the  libertieB  chT  the  people ;  no  m^ority  could 
be  found  to  vote  that  the  Bank  of  United 
States  was  the  Treasory  <tf  the  United  States; 
for  it  was  over  that  Treasury,  and  by  assuming 
the  responsibilil?  of  recommending  the  re- 
moval of  the  public  moneys  from  ttiot  Treasury, 
that  the  specification  was  predicted,  of  having 
exercised  ungranted  powers  over  the  Treaauir 
of  the  United  States.  Ko  such  mi^rity  could 
be  found  in  this  chamber ;  bat  a  inqjoi-ity  was 
found  to  hang  a  general  charge  oT«r  his  head, 
which  nuUignity  and  faction  nusht  fill  up  and 
iut6ri»ret  as  it  pleased ;  but  whion  contained  no 
avennent  of  any  one  ill^al  act  whatever.  It 
was  well  understood  that  this  general  charge 
would  be  Toceived  by  the  polwo,  (which  has 
neither  means  nor  time  to  examine  such  things 
to  the' bottom,)  as  the  full  conviction  of  that 
eminent  magistrate  of  all  that  was  laid  to  hia 
charge  in  the  first  and  aeoond  resolutions,  and 
of  the  fanfarooade  about  *'  seizing  the 
Treasury,"  and  uniting  "the  sword  and  the 
purse,"  which  was  bruited  in  the  speeches 
made  in  their  support  Every  speech  made  was 
made  upon  the  specifications  in  the  first  and 
second  resolutions ;  and  these  being  abandoned, 
the  speeches  shoold  share  the  same  fate.  But 
it  was  well  known  that  the  case  wonld  be  other* 
wise ;  that  the  speeohee  would  atand,  and  the 
specification  in  the  first  and  In  the  second  rea* 
cutttiona  wonld  be  considered  as  adopted ;  and 
that  deluded  and  deceived  multitudes  woidd  go 
on  repeating,  maintuning,  and  promulg^ng, 
as  trntha,  the  statements  which  the  opposition 
Senators  had  to  ^ve  up,  abandon,  ana  surren- 
der, as  untruths,  m  the  full  face  of  the  whole 
Seute. 

Mr.  B.  took  a  nearer  view  of  the  resolution, 
as  finally  altered  for  the  third  time,  and  adopt- 
ed by  the  Senate.  He  did  so  to  show  its  stud- 
ied amb^ity,  its  total  want  <tf  certainty,  and 
utter  destitution  of  one  vuriUe  or  tannble  point 
either  of  law  or  foot,  on  whieh  an  iMie  oonld 
be  taken.  "Late  executive  prooeedlnga." 
Here,  said  he,  are  three  words,  and  three  am* 
biffuities.  1.  Late.  How  latet  When!  at 
what  time  i  this  year  t  last  year  I  or  the  year 
before  ?  2.  Executive.  Which  part  of  the  ex- 
ecutive t  The  Preindimtial,  or  the  d^»art> 
mentalt  Uie  act  of  the  prendent^  ortiieactfHC 
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Vr.  Tiuiey?  8.  Proceedings.  Whioti  of  tiLamI 
what  proceedings?  The  diBmifinioa  of  Mr. 
Doane  ?  the  appc^tmeot  of  "Mr.  Tanej  ?  the 
eabinet  opinion  I  or  the  exeroise  of  nngranted 
power  over  the  Treaanry  ?  "  In  relation  to  the 
public  revenne."  What  part  of  the  reveDtie  I 
That  which  is  in  bond,  or  in  the  hands  of  the 
collectors  t  or  in  the  deposit  banks,  or  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States!  The  emreauon, 
Btid  Hr.  B.,  in  the  first  and  Becond  lonna  of 
the  resolution,  Is  definite,  and  soscepUble  of  an 
iasne.  It  ie  this:  "over  the  Treasnryof  the 
Umted  States ; "  a  phrase  which  imparts  to  the 
mind  a  precise  idea,  while  the  phrase,  "  in  re- 
lation to  the  pnbUo  reveniie,"  which  is  sobsti- 
tnted  for  it,  is  not  only  not  e^idvaloit  in  prem- 
sioD,  but  entirely  diffwent  in  meaning;  the 
first  implying  mastership  over  the  money  in 
the  Treasnry;  the  second  only  indicating,  an 
action  towards  public  money,  which  might  be 
in  the  hands  of  collectors,  never  passed  to  the 
(ovdit  of  the  Treasurer,  and,  therefore,  never  in 
the  Treasury.  "  Assumed  upon  himself  author- 
ibr  and  power."  Assumed,  bat  not  exercised, 
why  Tuxb  use  the  word  axercised  ?  Assnme  the 
exerdse  of  power,  is  the  langnage  of  the  first 
and  seoond  restdntion.  Kow,  "  exercised  "  la 
dropped,  and  l^e  resdntiim  ohai]ge8  a  nalnd 
aasampnon  without  action.  The  import  of  the 
molimon  is  lost  in  ambiguity,  by  the  omission 
oi  the  word  exercised,  which  woold  not  have 
been  dropped  without  a  mottve,  after  having 
been  twice  retmned;  and  that  motive  was 
found  in  the  ftot,  that  no  ni^ority  in  the 
Senate  could  be  brought  to  vote  upon  yeas  and 
nays,  that  the  Frendent  had  exerdsed  unwar- 
ranted powers.  Assume  is  the  word  f  and  that 
will  signify  either  the  claim  of  power  or  the 
t^ing  of  power ;  the  abstract  legal  potential 
aasnmption,  without  exerdse ;  or  the  oonorete  aa- 
tod  assnmptiou  manifBsted  In  acta.  "  In  dw>- 
Mtion  of  wth  law  and  constitation."  Deroga- 
tion I  What  is  intended  f  the  common  par- 
lance, or  the  comnon  law  signification  of  the 
wordt  If  the  ocmimon  parLanoe  signification 
la  intended,  then  the  President  is  accused  of 
defaming  and  scai^iziag  the  constitution — a 
new  species  of  teandalum  moffnaium — ^whose 
nature  and  punishment  is  yet  to  be  defined.  If 
tiie  common  law  meaning  is  to  be  understood, 
then  no  offenoe  of  any  kind,  not  even  defamar- 
tion,  is  imputed  to  the  President ;  for  the  only 
law  meaning  of  the  term  is  to  make  less — to 
t^ke  away  a  part— to  repeal  in  part,  as  a  stat- 
ute is  said  to  derogate  irom  the  common  law 
wh«k  it  repeals  a  part  o(  it.  And  the  phrase 
implies  no  reproach,  for  the  repeal  is  a  legal 
act,  done  by  competent  uthonty,  and  is  no 
way  synonymous  with  violate,  which  always 
implies  lawless  force.  "Laws  and  constita- 
tion." Each  word  an  ambiguity  again  I  What 
more  indefinite  than  "  the  laws,"  in  a  nation 
that  makes  a  volume  a  year!  What  more 
vague  than  "  the  constitution,"  when  we  have  a 
ooostitaUon  ci  a  dozen  articles,  every  article 
a  dozen  sections,  every  section  some  hundred 
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clauses,  and  every  clause  a  distinct  and  substan- 
tive branch  in  itself! 

Sncli,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  the  resolution  adopted ; 
a  vague,  indefinite,  studied,  elaborate  piece  of 
ambiguity,  in  which  the  President  is  condemn- 
ed, not  only  without  hearing,  but  without  spe- 
cincatioo,  in  which  the  President  cannot  make 
defence,  except  by  goesaing  at  what  was  in- 
tended; in  which  Us  judges  cannot  be  held 
down  to  their  re^ndbiUty,  before  the  bar  d 
the  pnbliOj  for  any  one  charge  whatever ;  end 
under  which  tli«y  can,  and  will,  set  up  as 
many  difi'erent  and  contradictory  specifications, 
as  there  Were  votes  in  fkvor  of  the  resolution. 

Having  ahown  that  every  specified  offenoe 
charged  upon  the  Freudent  in  the  resolutixms, 
had  Seen  abandoned  on  the  record,  or  lost  In 
the  mystification  of  amphibolof^csl  phrases, 
Ur.  6.  woold  take  his  leave  of  that  part  of  the 
anlyect,  and  pay  his  respects  to  the  extent,  at  all 
events,  of  one  salute,  to  the  speeches  which 
had  twensent  out  in  amplification  and  explana- 
tion of  the  resolntions,  and  especially  to  that 
part  of  them  which  charged  the  President  with 
sei^g  the  IVeasniy — "  uniting  the  sword  and 
the  pnrae— creating  a  state  of  tbings  (in  the  de- 
porit  banks)  mon  nnomstitntional  than  an 
unconstitutional  bank  " — and  violatingthe  con- 
etitntion,  by  recommen^ng  the  public  moneys 
to  be  removed  from  the  Bank  of  the  ITnited 
States  to  the  State  banks.  To  relieve  the 
Senate  from  the  apprehended  iufiiction  of  the 
extended  speech  which  hia  undertaking  implied, 
he  would  say  at  once  that  he  meant  to  mako 
short  work  and  quick  work  of  a  large  job ;  to 
take  the  whole  of  the  speeches  in  a  lump,  and 
after  reminding  the  ^nate  tiiat  every  thing 
worth  answering  in  these  speeches,  had  been 
already  answered  by  the  speakers  themselve^ 
in  the  abandonment  of  their  roeoification^  and 
in  the  adoption  of  the  emasculated  resolntion, 
he  would  show  that  if  they  had  not  been  so 
abandoned,  their  overthrow  was  as  ready  and 
.easy  as  the  demonstration  of  any  pliun  problon 
in  the  circle  of  the  exact  sciences. 

Mr.  B.  wished  to  know  whether  tlie  constitu- 
tion had  been  altered  since  1811 !  and  if  not, 
he  wished  fiirther  to  know  whether  it  was  con- 
stitntional  and  lawital  for  President  Jackson 
and  Mr.  Secretary  Taney  to  do,  in  1838,  pre- 
cisely what  President  Madison  and  Mr.  Secre- 
tary G^tin  had  done  in  1811 !  He  ^rmed 
that  what  bad  now  been  done  in  relation  to  the 
revenue,  had  previoudy  beoi  dime  in  1611; 
that  Mr.  Qallatin  had  made  the  same  transfer 
of  the  pnblio  moneys  from  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  to  the  local  banks,  which  Mr. 
Taney  did,  and  upon  the  same  contingency,  to 
wit,  aa  soon  as  he  ascertained  that  a  new  char- 
ter would  not  be  granted  to  the  national  bank ; 
that  he  entered  into  the  same  arrangements 
with  them  that  Mr.  Taney  did ;  signiug  written 
contracts  to  keep  the  poblic  moneys  safely ;  to 
pay  the  Treasury  drafts  in  specie,  if  required 
by  the  holder ;  to  give  the  necessary  focilitiea 
fax  tnuta&iriog  the  public  muieya;  and  to 
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make  the  pniodical  retnm  of  thev  affMrs 
wluoh  waa  neoeflBary  to  enable  the  Treasury  to 
understand  thdr  condition ;  in  a  word,  that  he 
oreated  the  same  league  ctf  banks — in  some  in* 
stances  composed  of  the  same  identical  lunks 
— -which  Hr,  Taney  has  created,  and  which  is 
considered  by  some  as  being  more  nnoonstita- 
tional  than  an  nnconstitntioaal  bank  would  be ; 
that  he  made  the  same  eeizore  of  the  pablio 
moneys  which  President  Jackson  has  made; 
effected  the  same  portentous  union  of  the  parse 
and  the  sword ;  and  that  no  person  looked  upon 
these  things,  at  that  time,  as  the  robbery  of  the 
Treasory — the  exennaa  of  on  gran  ted  power 
orer  the  Treaflury — the  ooncentration  of  all 

Gtwer  in  the  hancu  of  one  man ;  not  even  the 
tterest  of  the  dd  federal  party ;  to  say  noth- 
ing of  the  others,  now  here  leadingthe  assault 
upon  President  Jackson  and  Hr.  Taney,  then 
in  the  Honse  of  Representatives,  aoUng  in  har- 
mony with  Preaident  Madison  and  Ur.  Gallatin, 
and  who  can  say^  of  all  their  acta,  quaque  ipte 
9%di;  all  of  which  I  saw;  if  not,  et  quorum 
part  magna  fui;  great  part  of  which  I  was. 

Mr.  B.  deemed  uiis  part  of  his  case  so  mate- 
rial, and  so  necessary  to  be  placed  beyond  the 
reach  of  cavil  or  oootradicUon,  that  he  should 
drop  the  narrative,  and  have  reoonrse  to  proot 
Be  woidd  quote  the  report— at  least  so  much 
ctf  it  aa  was  neoessaiy  to  eBtiA)Uah  his  atBte- 
meats  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  tiien  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  made  to  the  Boose  of  Bepresentv 
tives,  in  obedience  to  a  call  from  that  body,  in 
the  mcmth  of  January,  1812,  nearly  a  year  after 
the  removal  of  the  public  deposits  from  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  establish- 
ment of  that  league  of  banks  now  so  formidable 
to  liberty,  so  fatal  to  the  oonsUtotioa;  then  so 
innocent  and  so  harmless. 

[Here  Mr.  B.  read  the  extracts  from  H r. 
report  of  January  8th,  1812,  which  he  referred  to.] 

Having  read  these  extracts,  Mr.  B.  said  the 
thinga  done  by  Mr.  Gallatin  were  idoitical,  in 
the  eye  of  the  law  and  tiie  omutitntion,  mth 
what  had  been  dcme  by  Mr.  Taney.  Tb^ 
acted  upon  the  same  oontingeni^,  to  wit,  wlmi 
it  was  asoertaioed  that  the  United  States  Bank 
would  not  be  rechartered.  They  aoted  in  the 
aame  way,  entering  into  arrangements  and 
contracts  with  the  State  banks,  to  act  as  the 
fiscal  agents  of  the  Treasury.  Tbey  both 
reported  to  Congress;  but  bow  differently 
were  their  reports  received  ?  That  of  Mr.  Gal- 
latin witliout  a  word  of  censnre,  with  fbU  ap- 
probation; and  his  league  of  banks,  subse- 
quently increased  to  a  hundred,  remunwl  in  fall 
vigor  for  six  years^  and  that  without  any  law 
to  regulate  them.  The  beantifbl  and  oiaane 
phrase  (tf  "  pet  banlu  "  was  not  then  invented. 
six.  Taney's  report,  on  the  contrarjr,  is  received 
fai  a  tempest  of  ohunor  and  indignation  I  No  lan- 
guage severe  enough  to  eharaetetize  his  con- 
duct; no  epithets  ooioua  enough  to  stigmatize 
his  "  pets ; "  no  pnnishmoit  great  eiwu|^  to 
■time  rar  Ids  ofEmoe.  And  wboisittbatridsea 


this  storm  against  lb.  Taney  ?  The  aame  cen* 
tlemen  that  sat  in  the  12th,  18th,  and  Uth 
Oongreases ;  and  who  saw  nothing  to  OMunre 
or  to  fbar,  then,  in  what  filla  them  with  fear 
and  horror  now. 

Having  shown  the  illc^^ty  of  the  Senate's 
condoot,  Mr.  B.  would  next  expose  the  extreme 
and  peculiar  injustice  Ot  it.  Every  part  of  the 
protest  was  subjected  to  the  rack  and  torture 
of  misconstruolion  and  misrepresentation.  Stud- 
ied, for-fetcbed,  lawyer-like,  unnatural,  forced, 
struned  interpretations,  were  accumulated  upon 
its  every  clause,  and  every  phrase.  Tragic  and 
theatrical  calls  were  made  for  the  advisers  and 
writers  crif  such  a  p^>er,  as  if  some  Bacril<^  or 
treason  had  been  committed;  and  tbelmpeod- 
ing  wrath  (tf  heaven  itself^  impatient  at  the 
imponity  of  such  enormons  guilt,  had  already 
seized  the  fiittal  thunderbolt,  and  scanned,  with 
menacing  eye,  the  tremblii^  world  that  hid  the 
guilty  wretch.  The  rif^t  of  the  Presideat  to 
OOTrect  the  misrepresentation  of  his  own  lan- 
gnage,  is  heroically  denied;  and  notwith- 
stan^g  the  disdumer  of  the  Hupplement&ry 
message,  and  the  fair  import  of  the  protest 
itself,  an  obstinate  imputation  is  still  made  upon 
the  Prendent  of  a  claim  to  keep  and  dispose  of 
the  public  money  and  property  of  the  United 
States,  by  virtue  aS  his  own  prerogative^  and 
without  regard  to  the  anthonty  of  Oongreas. 
Hia  iwht  to  send  in  the  {nrotest  is  denied, 
as  if  the  Booate  possessed  the  right  of  export* 
and  extrfr>jncUi»a!l  condemnation  over  the  first 
magistrate  of  ijbe  republic ;  and  that  ma^strate 
did  not  po«esa  the  pow  privily  of  telling 
them  that  he  wai  not  guilty,  even  alter  they  had 
pronounced  a  sentenoe.  The  judges  in  hell, 
exclaimed  Mr.  B.,  did  better  than  that  I  Rhada- 
manthns  himself^  in  some  stage  of  his  infernal 
process,  would,  at  least,  listen  to  his  victim, 
*'  First  he  punisheth ;  then  he  liateneth ;  and 
lastly  he  oompelleth  to  confess."  Such  waa 
ti»  process  in  the  gloomy  regions  of  Plnta 
The  inventora  of  the  myOudogy  of  the  andenta 
oouldnotevenoonouveofaheU,  soregardlesaof 
the  forms  of  justice,  as  not  to  allow  the  aonis 
of  the  damned  to  speak.  But  this  Senate, 
trampling  upon  all  the  laws  known  to  heaveiL 
and  earth,  and  hell,  denies  to  the  President  oi 
the  United  States  the  privily  of  saying  th^ 
he  is  not  gnUty,  even  after  their  condemnation 
pronounced  upon  him ;  and  affects  to  treat,  as 
an  invasion  of  privilege,  and  as  a  design  to  rout 
Uiem  from  their  seate,  as  Cromwell  routed  the 
rump  Parliament  of  England,  the  tranamisnon 
of  that  temperate  paper,  called  the  protest,  and 
the  respectntl  request  witii  which  it  oonolodes 
to  have  it  entered  on  the  Journals! 

Mr.  B.  took  a  rnidd  view  at  the  dcnlotsble 
and  diaaatronaefibots  resulting  ftom  the  eenate'a 
ocmdnot  in  Jcnning  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  in  becoming  the  all^r  and  instmuHnt 
of  that  great  moneyed  power,  in  its  attenmt  to 
destroy  and  to  ostracize  the  Presidwtcf  the 
pecnde.  The  d^odt  irf  the  resolutiim  upon  the 
tdue  of  the  Senate^  which  ocmdemaad  the  Fnd- 
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dent  for  a  violation  of  the  laws  and  the  consti- 
tation  of  the  oonntry,  for  dismissing  Mr,  Duane 
becaose  he  would  not  remove  the  pnblio  depos- 
its, and  appointing  Ur.  Tanej  to  make  tlie  re- 
moval, and  for  eiercifling  nngranted  power  over 
the  Treasurj— a  resolution  couched  in  the 
precise  terms  whi<^  the  bank  press  had  indi- 
cated before  the  meeting  of  the  Senate — the  de- 
pctfit  of  that  resolution  upon  the  table  of  the 
Senate,  and  the  first  sentence  in  the  first  speecdi 
in  BQpport  of  it,  was  the  (^>ening  of  the  Pando- 
ra's box,  from  which  iasaed  forth  every  imag- 
inable evil  to  afflict  and  alarm  the  ]^ple,  and 
to  wound  and  degrade  the  insUtatloas  of  the 
eonntrjr.  Violation  of  the  constitution,  insult, 
outrage,  andAEparftfcondemnation  of  the  Presi- 
dent ;  neglect  of  all  the  proper  business  of  the 
Senate;  total  cliange  and  perversion  of  its 
character ;  a  new  and  furious  spirit  of  attack 
and  crimination  in  this  chamber ;  agitation  and 
alarm  of  the  country;  assaults  upon  all  the 
State  banks ;  the  overthrow  of  some,  and  a  re- 
lentless war  npon  the  New  York  banks,  the 
safety  fund,  and  the  regency.  Bath  were  tiie 
fruits  of  that  flagrant  and  nigastiflable  proceed- 
ing, to  carry  out  in  the  Senate,  without  the 
fbrniB  of  law,  that  ^Miotive  impeaohment  of 
the  Frerident  which  the  bank  had  vainly  de- 
manded according  to  the  forma  of  law^from 
any  member  of  the  legitimate  tribunal,  the  House 
of  Representatives. 

The  Senate,  said  Mr,  B.,  was  intended  to  be 
the  conservative  tribnnal  of  the  constitution — 
the  peculiar  guard  of  its  inviolability— the  im- 
pregnable citadel  of  its  strength — and  the  holy 
temple  of  ita  sanctity.  The  age  of  the  Sena- 
tors— ^intotded  to  exclude  the  intemperance  and 
the  torbnlenoe  of  youth ;  the  presumed  moder- 
ation of  thdr  passions,  emd  the  gravity  of  Uieir 
characters;  the  longdnratitm  of  their  terms  of 
wrrice,  exceeding  t£at  of  the  Freudent  by  one- 
half;  their  high  fhnotions,  and  extraordinary 
participation  in  the  executive,  judicial,  and  leg- 
islative characters  of  the  Government,  all 
combined  to  promise,  for  the  constitution,  in 
this  chamber,  an  inviolate  respect  and  sacred 
regard.  It  was  not  to  have  been  expected  that, 
in  this  chamber,  in  the  first  half  century  of 
the  age  of  the  constitution,  an  attempt  should 
be  nude  to  ostracize  an  eminent  citizen,  the 
first  magistrate  of  the  republic,  whose  sole  of- 
fence consists  in  having  been  three  times  pre- 
ferred by  the  peonle  to  the  highest  office  in 
th^  gift,  and  to  hu  nov  standing  the  impas- 
sable bonria:  to  the  march  of  a  now  power, 
which  aspires  to  the  control  of  the  republic ; 
oinxuig  to  install  its  pensioners  Into  all  offices, 
and  to  hold  the  administration  of  this  Govern- 
ment as  an  a^unct,  subaltern,  fiduciary  depend- 
ency of  its  own  paramount  self  I  The  Senate 
of  the  United  States  was  not  expected  to  have 
been  the  theatre  of  this  exhibition.  Yet  it  has 
been  I  And  America  will  look  for  that  repara- 
tion to  the  oharaoter  of  a  patriot  President, 
which  England  has  often  seen  rendered  to  the 
memorj  m  her  illnatrions  aona,  whose  attidn.- 
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ders,  pronounced  in  times  of  factions  mismle, 
have  been  reversed  by  the  power  of  the  people, 
at  the  overthrow  of  faction,  and  the  re-estab- 
lishment of  law  and  order. 

Jndges,  Bfud  Mr.  B.,  who  stimulate  prosecu- 
tions, especially  prosecutions  to  be  tried  at 
their  own  bar,  are  themselves  guilty  of  im- 
peachable conduct  It  was  for  such  con- 
duct that  one  of  the  articles  of  impeach- 
mmt,  on  which  Judge  Ohase  was  tried,  was 
preferred  against  him.  The  serenth  cf  the 
articles  recited  "  that,  descendingfrom  the  dig- 
nity of  a  Judge,  and  stooping  to  the  level  cf  an 
informer,''  he  had  endeavored  to  lay  the  ground- 
work for  the  prosecution  of  a  printo',  to  be 
tried  before  himself;  "thereby  decoding  his 
high  jodioial  functions."  Judge  Chase,  sdd 
Mr.  B.,  plead  not  guilty  to  this  charge ;  and  to 
his  own  honor,  and  that  of  the  b^ch,  was  ac- 
quitted upon  the  &cts.  But  what  would  be- 
come of  this  Senate,  i^  like  Judge  Chase,  they 
were  liable  to  be  impeacdied  for  stimulating  an 
impeachment  which  they  themselves  were  to 
try  I.  Could  they  plead  not  giultyt  Conld 
they  say  that  the  Honse  of  BepnsBntatives  had 
not  been  stimulated  from  this  floor  to  beria  the 
impeachment,  and  reproached  for  not  doing  itt 
Could  they  go  to  triiu,  as  Judge  Chase  did,  np- 
on an  issue  of  fact  f  Certainly  not  I  and  the 
safety  d  this  august  body  lies,  not  in  its  inno- 
cence, but  in  its  exemption  from  liability  to  be 
held  to  the  same  accountability  that  Judge 
Ohase  was.  Bat  can  it  escape  the  judgment  of 
the  public,  and  of  posterity  f  It  cannot  escape 
that  jud^ent  t  Tne  Senate  itself  will  be  judg- 
ed, and  IS  already  be^nning  to  feel  the  sentence 
of  condemnation.  A  voice  from  the  ranks  of 
the  peopto  demands  a  cthange  in  its  organizotioiL 
a  diminudied  duration  of  tvm,  and  an  inoreased 
responubilitj  to  the  States ;  and  in  that  yoUm 
he,  Ht.  B.,  most  heartily  concurred.  Six  years 
was  too  long  for  a  Senator  to  trample  with  im- 
punity upon  the  will  and  the  interests  of  his 
State  I  Aware  of  its  danger,  the  Senate — ^Mr. 
B.  spoke  of  the  body  collectively,  aa  the  least 
invtoioua  mode  of  stating  a  disagreeable  truth 
— aware  of  its  danger,  the  Senate  seeks  to  avoid 
its  impending  fate,  by  raising  on  afitscted  cry  of 
alarm ;  procluming  themselves  to  be  standing 
in  a  breach,  and  c&irging  the  President  with  a 
design  to  overthrow  it  1  as  if  any  Senate  was 
ever  ovwthrown  by  a  military  chieftain,  until 
its  own  conduct  had  made  it  odious  and  con- 
temptible to  the  people  I 

Mr.  B.  oontinued  his  remarks  npon  the 
lamentaUe  effects  resulting  fnnn  the  Senators 
attonpt  to  ostracize  the  President.  To  the 
Preudent  himself  it  was  a  deep  and  real  ii^nry, 
and  intended  to  injure  hlm^  notwithstanding 
the  modest  disclaimer  of  an  unputation  of  mo- 
tives. A  President  of  the  United  States  is  pre- 
sumed to  know  the  laws  and  the  constitution, 
and  to  violate  them  with  wicked  intents  when 
he  violates  them  at  all.  Why  else  his  oath  to 
preserve  and  nuuntain  theml  To  his  present 
feelings  it  is  an  outrage ;  in  tibe  minds  of  hii 
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contempCTaries  it  ts  an  ii^nry;  to  posteri^, 
if  pernutted  to  remain  on  the  Journal,  it  works 
all  the  efifect  apon  his  memory  of  an  old  Eng- 
lish attunder.  The  power  of  attainting,  said 
Ur.  B.,  is  forbid  to  onr  Oongreas  hj  the  consti- 
tation ;  and  forliid  from  a  fall  knowledge  of  the  ; 
lameDbable  nses  which  factions  Farliunents  in 
England  had  made  of  that  engine  of  persecation 
to  destroj  the  best  of  patriots.  Onr  Congress 
is  wisely  forbid  to  exerciBO  a  power  so  soscep- 
tible  of  abuse ;  yet  the  Senate  alone  exercises 
it,  and  infiiots,  by  this  lawless  condemnation, 
aU  the  consequences  of  a  real  attainder  npon 
Freddent  Jackson;  far  what  baa  he  to  soffer 
from  a  real  attaindo*  bat  the  attaint  of  bis 
mem<n7  f  He  baa  no  children  to  inherit  cor> 
n^ited  blood ;  none  to  lament  the  loss  of  fbr- 
feited  estates.  He  has  nothing  bat  bis  name, 
bis  character,  and  the  fame  of  his  great  actions, 
to  go  down  to  posterity;  and  shall  that  mem- 
ory go  down  lawlessly  attainted?  Shall  the 
Jonmals  of  this  Senate  bear,  to  the  remotest 
age,  the  record  of  that  outrage,  inflicted  by 
those  who  sboold  have  found  in  the  state  of 
tiieir  own  feelings,  and  in  the  impnlslons  of  an 
honorable  heart,  tbemost  powernil  motives  fbr 
absenting  themselves  from  a  lawfdl  trial,  on 
which  they  might  lawAilly  have  sat. 

^e  changed  character,  t^ie  metamoiphosis, 
and  the  degradation  of  the  Senate  HaelF,  was 
another  of  those  d^lorable  fioiise<^ences.  It 
no  l(»iger  wore  the  aspect  of  a  Senate!  A 
strauger  coming  in,  would,  at  one  time,  take  it 
for  a  olab-room,  where  partisan  politicians  as- 
sembled to  lay  plans  for  the  elevation  of  them- 
selves and  the  prostration  of  their  enemies.  At 
another  time,  he  would  suppose  it  to  be  a  hnst- 
ings,  for  the  delivery  of  electiooeeriog  ha- 
rangues. At  another,  an  areopagas,  for  the  con- 
demnation of  all  eminent  men.  Then  a  theatre, 
for  the  entertainment  of  a  most  diverted  andito- 
rj.  Then  a  temple  for  odebrating  te  deunu 
over  village  elections,  even  those  of  Negro-foot, 
Hell-town,  and  Lon^and-Hnngry ;  alw^  a 
lalKuvtory,  for  the  manafbetnre  of  alarms  and 
paniea — alw^  a  fonun  for  the  delivery  of  ti- 
rades iffainst  the  pet  banks,  the  safety-fbnd, 
and  t^e  regency — always  a  tripod  for  vaticinat- 
ing woe,  and  chanting  jeremiada  over  the  deso- 
lation of  the  land,  and  the  ruin  of  America. 

Is  not  this  picture,  said  Mr.  6.,  revolting  as 
it  may  be,  and  humiliating  as  it  must  be — is  it 
not  too  truly  and  too  iWUifully  drawn?  Ask 
that  multitude  which  fills  oar  circling  galleries. 
Ask  this  assembled  multitude  if  they  come  here 
to  listen  to  the  dry  details  of  legislative  labors, 
or  to  amuse  themselves  with  scenes  of  attack 
and  defence;  of  foreiuic  legislation  and  parlia- 
mentary .warbre;  oi  theatrical  display  and 
soenio  representation,  in  which  the  player  that 
pleases  them  most,  is  sare  to  be  rewarded  with 
a  dap  in  the  galleries,  if  not  with  a  tn&t  in  the 
cellar.  Ask  uiem  if  they  do  not  come  here  as 
to  a  cook-fight,  or  a  milling-match ;  to  a  race- 
field,  or  a  bear-garden;  toadrctta,oratlMatre; 
to  a  oonrt-honn,  or  a  elnb-nxnn ;  and  where 
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they  are  sure  to  be  entertained  to  the  foil  ex- 
tent of  oar  theatrical  powers. 

Mr.  B.  eontinned :  The  effbct  upon  the  pub- 
lic mind,  all  over  the  country,  has  been  prodig- 
ious and  deplorable.  It  is  the  first  time  that 
the  American  Senate  has  undertaken  to  alarm 
and  agitate  the  conntry.  The  people  were  un- 
prepared for  the  assault,  and  staggered  under 
its  force.  The  cry  of  revolution  was  startling. 
Hitherto  bloodless,  was  an  appalling  intimation 
of  the  near  approach  of  the  fatal  moment  when 
the  flow  of  blood  could  no  longer  be  restrained. 
Peaceful  and  quiet  citizens  were  alarmed ;  the 
land  was  filled  witit  terror ;  and  the  boding  ap- 
prehendon  took  place  that  the  verdant  spring 
would  open,  not  with  the  Joyfiil  tasks  ra  the 
husbandman,  but  with  the  clangor  of  arms,  the 
storm  of  battle,  and  all  the  woes  of  fraternal 
strife  and  domf^ic  war.  In  this  gloomy  state 
of  the  public  feeling,  the  New  York  and  Vir- 
ginia elections  came  on,  and  the  results  bore 
witness  to  the  extent  of  the  panic  which  had 
been  gotten  up— results  which  were  received 
in  this  chamber  with  an  excess  of  exaltation, 
and  a  show  of  frantic  exhibition,  worthy  to 
grace  the  feast  of  the  Lapitha  and  Centaurs, 
or  the  noctnral  orgies  of  a  Satnmalian  celebra- 
tion. It  was  then  that  there  was  daily  wit- 
nessed in  this  Senate  that  detailed  saccession  of 
Senators  ridng  in  their  places,  every  morning, 
the  instant  the  Journal  was  read,  grief  on  the 
tongue,  Joy  In  the  eye,  triumph  in  the  heart,  to 
announce  some  calamity  Just  happened — a  mer- 
chant failed,  a  factory  stopped,  a  bank  broke, 
and  to  foretell  greater  calamities  to  come.  It 
was  then  that  tbe  distress  orators  immortalized 
themselves,  diumaHy,  on  the  presentation  of  a 
distress  memorial.  It  was  then  that  tbe  chaste 
and  classic  metaphor,  worthy  to  charm  the  ears 
of  a  Boman  or  Athenian  auditory,  was  heard, 
that  the  last  lick  on  the  head  of  the  last  nail  in 
the  co£Bn  of  Jacksoniam.  had  been  struck.  A 
figure  of  speech  In  which  congmity  of  images, 
b^uty  of  diction,  elevation  m  sentiment,  and 
historical  truth,  vied  for  pre-eminence,  and  re- 
vived the  recollection  of  those  immortal  pro- 
ductions— the  coffin  hand-bills. 

Upon  tbe  property  of  tbe  country,  great 
mischief  was  for  some  time  done.  Stocks  of  all 
kinds  were  made  to  fall — the  price  of  produce 
sunk — ^the  rent  of  money  rose — real  and  personal 
estate  lost  a  sensible  proportion  of  their  value. 
Many  merchants  were  ruined — several  banks 
stopped  payments—but  the  pet  banks,  and  the 
safety-fund  system,  these  selected  objects  of 
persevering  attack — ^these  marked  and  devoted 
victims  of  Senatorial  and  United  States  Bank 
denundation — they  rode  ont  the  storm,  and 
live  to  expose  to  the  world  the  source  of  the 
blow,  and  the  instrument  of  its  infliction.  Tbe 
safety-fiind  especially,  saw  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  the  instrument  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  in  waging  that  ignoble  war 
upon  their  character  and  credit,  which  the  bank, 
throogh  its  servile  periodical,  called  a  BevieW| 
had  marked  ont  aa  far  back  as  Marohf  1881, 
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and  ag^  in  March,  188S.  Hr.  B.  deemed  it 
due  to  the  caoae  of  tnitfa  and  Jiudoe  to  present 
to  the  Senate,  and  throngh  it  to  the  pabti& 
some  extracts  from  the  bank  periodical  allnded 
to,  that  all  America  Bbonld  we  and  know  that 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  in  arraiffning  the 
Albany  regency — in  attacking  the  credit  of  tlie 
safety-fund  banks,  ascribing  nie  origin  of  their 
system  to  political  motives,  and  bidding  np  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  as  the  corrector  of 
that  system  of  bankB--4he  preserver  of  the 
property  of  the  people— the  guardian  of  the 
political  purity  of  the  State  of  Kew  York,  and 
the  frastrator  of  the  safety-fund  scheme,  was 
only  ft^owing  a  lead  that  had  been  given  it, 
and  was,  in  fact,  acUng  nnder  tbe  auspices, 
obeiying  the  impulsion,  and  promoting  the  de- 
ligna,  poU^al  and  pecnaiaiy,  ot  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  The  foUowing  are  the  ex- 
tracts: 

[Here  Hr.  B.  read  eztnets  from  the  March  nom- 
ben  of  tbe  Bevieir  referred  to,  to  show-  tbst  tbe 
Senate  wis  following  bt  tbe  mke  of  the  Bsnk  of 
the  United  States,  on  all  the  points  mentfoned.] 

We  have,  indeed,  s^d  Jb.  B.,  passed  through 
a  strange,  even^  scene,  so  checkered  with 
unreal  and  illusive  representations^  that 
shadowy  figures  of  the  magic  lantOTi,  or  the 

{khantasmagoria  of  bewildered  senses,  could  not 
eave  a  more  coufused  senBation  of  mock  and 
mimic  images  upon  the  mind.  We  constantly 
saw  and  beard  thinf^  so  extravagant  and  in- 
credible, that  it  required  an  effort  of  the  reason 
to  convince  oarselves  that  we  did  see  and  hear 
them.  At  the  opening  of  the  session,  in  the 
midat  of  c(dm  and  tranquillity,  when  patriots 
aibd  sages  would  have  labored  to  m«ntain  the 
qniet  and  happiness  that  prevuled,  we  were 
sainted  with  uie  cry  of  a  revolntioo  1  and  the  Im- 
mediate impending  ruin  of  every  thing  sacred 
and  valuable.  The  first  sentence  of  the  first 
speech,  in  favor  of  the  impeachment  resolutions, 
produmed  the  country  to  be  in  the  midst  of  a 
revolution!  with  tbe  portentous  declaration, 
"hitherto  bloodless  I"  as  if  the  shedding  of 
blood  had  with  difficulty  been  restriuned  op  to 
that  time,  and  its  fatal  commencement  was  then 
to  begin.  Such  was  the  opening  of  the  session 
of  the  Senate  of  tbe  United  States;  of  that 
body  which  ought  to  be  the  most  grave  and  so- 
ber upon  the  face  of  the  earth.  Siich  was  the 
opening ;  and  from  Uiat  moment  tbe  whole  ao- 
uon  of  the  body  seemed  to  be  directed  to  pro- 
duce the  revolution,  and  the  Uoodshed,  and  the 
min,  whi(^  had  been  prodaimed.  For  some 
time  tiiese  deplorable  labors  seemed  to  be  but 
too  saccessfiu.  Oonsternation  pervaded  the 
ooimtry ;  terror  invaded  the  stoutest  hearts ;  ag- 
itation shook  cities  and  States.  Tbe  work  seemed 
to  be  accomplished,  and  tbe  encouraging  whisper 
was  beard  m  this  chamber,  Bevolutions  never 
go  backwards  I  Bat,  happily,  words  cannot  make 
revolutions.  They  break  no  bones,  however 
hard  they  are  -,  they  spill  no  blood,  hoverer 
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sharp.  CataitM^hies,  and  especially  bloody 
catastn^hies,  can  alone  make  revolntioos ;  and 
the  nineteenui  oeuttiry  is  not  the  age  in  which 
people  kill  themselves,  or  get  others  to  do  it,  to 
fnlm  prediotiona.  The  catastrophies  would  not 
come.  Tbe  elections  went  over — ^tbe  jnbilees 
passed  by ;  the  tocsin  orators  had  sounded  their 
Ust  peal ;  and  no  blood  was  shed.  A  few  banks 
broken ;  some  merchants  nuned ;  the  Sabbath 
abolished ;  and  that  was  the  sum  total  of  the 
incidenta  and  trophies  of  that  redoubtable  rev- 
olution which  had  been  proclaimed  firom  tbe 
Senate  floor,  and  whidi  waa  to  end  in  the  da- 
stnustion  of  every  thing  sacred  and  valoable. 

Two  inddents  in  mis  drama,  Mr.  B.  sud, 
deserved  the  ^stinoti«i  of  a  particular  notioe ; 
namely,  the  manner  in  which  tbe  Senate  receiv- 
ed tbe  news  of  the  abolition  at  the  Christian 
Sabbf^  and  of  the  President's  intention  to 
attack  the  Senate  with  an  armed  force.  A  Sen- 
ator from  one  of  the  oldest  States,  riung  in  hia 
place,  and  evidently  much  affected  by  the  awful 
occurrence  which  he  was  alwut  to  communi- 
cate, related  what  had  happened  to  the  Sabbath, 
precisely  as  he  had  heara  it  at  Baltimore^  in 

3 ping  out  of  a  steamboat,  in  presenoe  of  a 
titnae,  "  soeh  as  no  man  oonla  fwtmL"  An 
elder<tf  the  Presbyterian  ehoroh  was  his  infbnu- 
ant ;  and  the  &ct  admitted  <^  no  doubt ;  "  for 
in  timea  of  revolntion  there  are  no  Sabbaths 
and  this  was  a  revolution,  the  actual!^  of  which 
having  been  vouched  on  tbe  Senate  floor,  could 
not  be  doubted  in  the  body  of  tbe  Senate ;  so 
that  in  this  nineteenth  oentory,  and  in  this 
America^  the  Christian  Sabbath  seemed  to  be  as 
clean  gone  as  it  was  in  France  dnring  the  sad 
revolntion  in  that  country,  and  when  the  archi- 
tects of  ruin,  as  Edmund  Burke  called  them, 
ab<dished  the  seventh  di^,  and  established  their 
dseoditiw  tenth,  lite  annoneiatiim  of  the  Sen- 
atcx-  waa  heard  with  prolbmid  emotion  in  thia 
chtunbw:  and  instantnr  flew  acroaa  tbe  emp^ 
of  the  Christian  world  npon  the  black  wings 
of  horror  and  amazement  Anotber  Senator 
announced  the  a{>proach  of  the  military  force 
which  was  to  disperse  this  angust  body.  The 
force  waa  to  oon^t  of  infiuitry  and  marines ; 
the  latter,  donbtless,  intended  to  out  off  all  re- 
tmA  from  the  capital  by  water ;  whOe  the  land 
forces  would  do  business  on  tbe  terra  Jlrma  of 
the  Senate  fio6r.  Upon  this  intelligence,  the 
defenuve  genius  of  the  Senate  was  immedi- 
ately put  into  requisition.  To  arm  our  first  door- 
keeper with  the  rod  and  the  maoe,  while  tbe 
second  should  lead  on  the  boys  and  messeiwers, 
with  atichs  and  staves,  was  the  plan  of  dwsnoe 
which  it  was  the  prerogative  of  genins  to  pre- 
sent to  the  fearful  emergency.  Individual  Sen- 
ators took  noble  resolntiona.  Some  decided 
that  they  would  be  killed,  as  they  sat;  Uke  real 
Romans,  in  their  curule  cburs ;  and  it  was  ob- 
served that  those  who  took  this  resolution  b^an 
to  let  their  beards  grow,  that  its  length  and 
venerableness  might  provoke,  upon  some  rash 
soldier,  tbe  sudden  fate  of  the  sacrilegioas  GanL 
Others,  mora  impatient,  determined  to  saUy 
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forth ;  to  meet  the  daring  host  at  the  fttmt 
gate;  and  there  to fidl, like Ooostaatine  Faleol- 
ogas,  the  last  the  Greek  emperors^  nnder  a 
moantun  of  dead,  the  aseless  carnage  of  his 
own  remorseless  sword.  Hi^pi]^  the  Senate 
was  not  pat  to  this  direftil  test  of  its  fortitude 
and  heroum.  The  day  was  fixed  for  the  arrival 
of  the  armed  force :  the  day  came,  but  the 
troops  did  not  t  and  from  that  hour  the  revola- 
tion  lost  its  march,  fell  backwards,  and  vanish- 
ed I  and  the  Christian  Sabbath,  recovering  ite 
place  in  the  calendar,  snrvives  its  imminent 
danger,  oonUnnes  to  solace  the  pioos,  to  refresh 
the  weary,  and  to  attest  to  the  whole  world  the 
leneot  which  American  Senators  bear  to  it. 

The  greatest  mistake,  Kud  Mr.  B.,  which  a 
pditidan  can  make,  is  to  underrate  the  iutelli- 
genoe  of  the  body  of  the  people.  It  Is  also  the 
most  common  and  reiterated  mistake  into  which 
they  CftU.  It  was  partionlarly  the  mistake  of 
the  present  day,  and  of  the  present  Senate.  The 
pnbuo  intelligence  had  been  manifestly  and 
grossly  nnderrated  in  the  great  experiment 
which  had  been  made  upon  it.  The  credulity 
and  the  ignorance  of  the  people  is  not  what 
anch  an  experiment  preenmes.  Few  among  them 
who  will  not  see,  eventaally  see,  and  that  with 
shame  and  resentment  the  theatrical  efforts 
made  on  tlus  floor  to  alarm  and  aeitate  them. 
The  time  ia  at  hand  when  this  lone  list  of  "  gor- 
gon'a  heads  and  chimeras  dire''— revolntion, 
bloodshed,  seizure  of  the  Treasory,  nnion  of 
the  pnrse  and  sword,  invasion  of  privileges, 
overthrow  of  the  Senate,  war  npon  the  bai^ 
alarming  doctrines  of  the  prote^ — which  have 
been  c(Hijnred  op,  by  the  madness  of  ambition, 
to  deceive  and  distract  the  pnblio  mind,  wUl  be 
viewed  by  the  people  at  a  distance  with  the 
same  contempt  and  indiffereneo  with  whi<^ 
they  are  now  witnessed  here.  At  a  distance, 
our  theatrical  exhibitions  have  been  formidable ; 
to  those  present,  they  were  nothing  but  a  grand 
fivoB,  amusing  some,  flattering  ue  hc^>es  of 
others;  bnt  deoeivlng  nobody  I  not  even  the 
little  miaus  who  oanw  here  with  their  m^ron 
mothers,  and  bearded  sires,  to  witneu  the  per^ 
ficKinanoea  d  the  American  Senate. 

Bnt  nongfa,  aaid  Hr.  B.,  enough  of  this  mor- 
ti^ng  retrospect.  I  close  the  debate  on  the 
protest  mesai^  and  the  deposit  question, 
with  announcing  to  the  Senate  tne  Judgment  of 
Qie  age,  and  of  posterity,  which  wUl  condgn 
to  the  most  in^orioas  page  of  American  history, 
th«  wlude  Bolgect  which  has  oooui^  our  de- 
Ubaratims  for  the  last  foor  mimths. 

7«t0  m  thd  SnohiieB*  Ccndtmaing  ih» 
Ptotut. 

The  qnestim  waa  taken  on  the  resolatitms 
aeparately,  whoi  they  were  decided  in  the 
affiimatlTe,  as  fbUowi,  the  vote  being  the  some 
on  eadti  erf'  the  fonr  resolntions : 

Teas.— Hessre.  Bdl,  Bibb,  Black,  Calhouo,  CTay, 
Oayton,  Ewiog,  Frelinahuyaen,  Kent,  Enigbt, 
LdC^  XoOTe,  ASDdaio,  Porter,  P(rfndexter,  Pren- 
tiM,  FreitOD,  BobUna,  aUwe,  Onith,  Southard, 


Spragoe,  Swift^  TomUnsoD,  Tyler,  Wagsaman, 
Webrter^a?. 

Kats. — ^UeBsnf.  Benton,  Brown,  Forsyth,  Onmdy, 
Hendricks,  Bill,  Elne  of  Alabama,  King  of  Geor^ 
Linn,  McEeao,  Sheffey,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  White, 
WUUns,  Wright-16. 

So  the  resdntitms  were  agreed  t<^  in  fhe  fol- 
lowing team : 

StaolMd,  That  the  protest  commiuilcated  to  the 
Senate  on  the  Itth  lostant,  by  the  Freddent  of  the 
United  States,  asserts  poirers  as  belonring  to  the 
Preudent,  which  are  inconsistent  wiui  the  just 
aothority  of  the  two  Honses  of  Coogiess,  and  io- 
conaiBtent  with  the  ConstitaUon  oT  the  United 
States. 

Smivtd,  That  while  the  Senate  is,  and  ever  wUl 
be,  ready  to  recdve  ftom  the  Freddent  all  such 
messages  and  communications  as  the  constitution 
and  laws,  and  the  usual  course  of  bnunesa  author- 
ize him  to  transmit  to  it,  ;et  it  cannot  recognize 
an;  right  in  him  to  make  a  formal  protest  against 
votes  and  proceedings  of  the  Senate,  declaring  such 
votes  and  proceedings  to  be  illegal  and  unconstitu- 
tional, and  requesting  tbe  Senate  to  enter  such  pro* 
teat  on  its  Journals. 

Retolved^  That  the  aforesaid  protest  is  a  breach 
of  the  privileges  of  the  Senate,  and  that  it  be  not 
entered  on  the  Journal. 

Readved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
bas  no  tight  to  send  a  protest  to  the  Sen^  agatost 
any  of  Its  proceedings. 


I  ill 
.r.  I 

i'to  I 


Feidxt,  May  9. 
ZonJ  to  JEBilm,fiwn  Poland. 

Hr.  FonmBzm  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
requiring  one  settler  far  every  five  hundred 
acres,  instead  of  three  hundred,  as  provided  for 
in  tbe  bill ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Link  moved  an  amendment  to  insert 
"  Missouri,"  so  as  to  anthorize  the  location  in 
that  State,  if  the  President  shall  think  proper. 

Mr.  PouinsxTEB  siud,  that  these  exiles  pre- 
feired  a  location  in  a  non-slaveholding  State. 

Mr.  Lnnr  remarked,  that  his  wish  was  not 
restrict  these  persons ;  he  rather  wished  to  give 
them  a  greater  latitude  for  their  choice. 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  ta 

Mr.  Kanx  was  opposed  to  the  bill.  In  its 
present  form  it  would  anthorize  a  location  on 
the  Galena  lead  mines.  He  did  not  approve  of 
the  preference  g^ven  to  these  people  over  our 
own  citizens,  and  be,  for  one,  was  unwilling  to 
make  the  discrimination.  He  therefore  moved 
an  amendment,  confining  the  location  "to  lands 
snbjeot  to  sale  at  private  entry." 

The  amendment  was  net  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hbsdbioes  was  willing  to  sell  these  per- 
sons the  land  at  a  minimum  price,  on  a  long  cred- 
it, hut  not  to  (pve  it  to  them.  A  cose  of  foreign- 
ers, similarly  oironmstanoed,  existed  In  Indiuia. 
A  large  nnmber  of  emigruits  f^om  the  cantons 
of  Switzerland  settled  ther&  in  the  most  abject 
poverty,  and  having  devoted  themselves  to  the 
ooltivation  of  the  vme,  by  indostry  and  econo- 
my tJiey  had  accnmolated  a  respeotaUe  pn^ 
erty. 
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The  bill  waa  ordered  to  Iw  engrosaed  for  a 
third  reading. 

IfoNDAT,  Maj  12. 
Donation  0f  Land*  to  Poluh  Patnot», 
The  bill  granting  a  donation  of  landa  to  tlie 
Polish  Patnots  who  had  been  aent  to  thla  oonn- 
try  hj  the  Emperor  of  Anstria  was  annonnced 
on  its  third  reiwing ;  when 

Mr.  Waooaman  colled  for  the  yeas  and  n^a, 
and  the  bill  was  passed  bjr 

Tiis. — ^Hessn.  Beaton,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clajton, 
Ewing,  FrelinghnyBSQ,  Kent,  King  of  Georgia, 
Enight,  McKean,  Uoore,  Uorris,  Naudain,  Poindex- 
ter,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbins,  Slsbee, 
Smtth,  Taltmadge,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Webster, 
Wilkin»-46. 

Katb. — Heasrs.  Black,  Brown,  Grundy,  Hendricks, 
Hin,  Kane,  King  of  Alabama,  Robbaon,  She^y, 
Swift,  Tyler,  Waggaman,  WUte,  Wrigbt— 14. 


KosDAT,  Jnne  3. 

Eetioration  of  the  DepoHti. 
Mr.  Clat  moved  to  postpone  the  prerions 
orders,  and  take  np  the  Jblnt  resolntiona  snb- 
mitted  by  him  aome  daya  aince,  on  the  removal 
of  the  public  depoelta.  The  resolutions  were 
taken  TO. 

lb.  ^.ATenresaed  his  hope  that  no  nnneoea- 
■aiy  time  woold  be  taken  np  In  diacnssitig  the 

reaolntionsLbnt  that  they  might  be  pasaed  npon 
this  day.  The  first  reaolntion  had  been  already 
diacnssed  for  several  months,  and  he  did  not  in- 
tend to  say  a  single  word  on  the  subject  of  the 
second  resolution,  unless  the  course  taken  by 
gentlemen  on  the  other  eide  ahonld  render  it 
necessary  for  him  to  do  so.  ' 

3Ir,  Benton  moved  that  the  reaolntions  be 
postponed,  for  tiie  pnrpose  of  giving  the  Senate 
an  op^rtnnlty  of  considering  t^e  following 
resolution : 

Betolvedt  Tbat  the  Senate  will  not  consider  any 
propoution  to  restore  the  publlo  moneys  to  the 
keeping  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  to 
renew  uie  charter  of  tbat  bank,  until  after  it  shall 
have  submitted  to  a  full  examination  of  its  affiurs 
by  a  committee  of  one  of  the  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, and  especially  into  the  part  which  the  bank 
may  have  acted,  if  any,  in  producing  the  late  com- 
mercial emlurrassinents  and  distresses. 

Ur.  Beston,  in  support  of  his  motion,  spoke 
somewhat  at  large  in  vindication  of  the  light 
of  Congress  to  examine  into  the  condnct  and 
affairs  of  the  bank,  and  its  duty  to  do  bo,  before 
it  would  entertwn  any  proposition  of  honor  or 
confidence  to  that  institution.  The  risbt  to 
make  this  examination,  he  sud,  rested  npon 
many  grounds.  A  clause  in  the  charter  reserv- 
ed  this  right,  and  reserved  it  without  limitation 
or  restriction,  without  forma  or  conditions ;  and 
it  was  not  to  be  endured  tbat  this  uncondi- 
tional right,  reserved  by  Gongresa,  should  be 
defeated  and  nullified  by  the  interpodtion  cf 
forms  and  conditions,  restrictions  and  limita- 


tions, prescribed  by  the  hank  itself^  and  which 
would  put  it  into  tiie  power  of  that  inatitntim 
to  be  ezanuned  at  not,  Just  as  it  ideased.  B»* 
sides  this  ohartered  ^ht  to  exsmme  the  bank^ 
Mr.  B.  said  that  the  United  Statea  was  a  part- 
ner in  the  institution,  and  pcnsessed  the  natural 
and  equitable  right  of  all  partners  to  know  how 
the  partnership  concerns  were  managed.  Every 
partaar  has  a  right  to  examine  the  books  and 
papers  of  the  concern ;  dormant  partners  poa- 
sess  this  rif^t  as  well  as  active  partners ;  and  if 
the  members  of  the  concern  who  have  charge 
of  these  books  and  papers,  refbse  to  submit 
them  to  the  inspection  of  tiie  other  partners,  a 
court  of  eqnity  will  interfere,  npon  t^e  applica- 
tion of  the  ii^nred  party,  and  place  the  books 
and  papers  wnere  every  partner  can  have  free 
access  to  them.  Thia  is  the  natnr&l  right,  and 
equitable  law  of  partnerships ;  and  the  people 
of  the  United  Stsiee,  who  are  partners  to  the 
amount  ctf  seven  millions  of  dollu«  in  tbia  bank, 
have  a  right  to  see  how  it  has  been  managed, 
and  tiieir  representatives  are  the  proper  persons 
to  exercise  that  right.  A  committee  of  Oon- 
gresB  is  the  proper  organ  to  examine  for  the 
people ;  and  u  anoh  a  committee  should  be  re- 
pulsed from  the  door  of  the  bank,  then  the 
rights  of  the  people,  as  partners  in  the  institn- 
tton,  are  resisted  and  violated.  A  third  gronnd 
on  whioh  Kr.  B.  bottomed  the  right  of  the 
Oovemmant  to  examine  the  affairs  of  the  bank, 
resulted  frran  the  nationality  of  the  inatitntion 
— fimn  its  national  character,  in  cootradlstine- 
tion  to  its  mere  banking  chsraoter— and  the 
consequent  liability  which  it  incurred  with  all 
other  national  institutions,  to  undei^  the  su- 
pervision of  the  power  which  created  it.  On 
this  point  he  quoted  General  Hamilton,  and 
showed  tbat  tluit  eminent  man,  when  he  was 
first  recommending  a  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  year  IIQI,  openly  asserted  the  right  ana 
the  duty  of  the  Government  to  examine  the  in< 
stitution  as  often  aa  it  thought  fit,  and  declared 
that  an  objection  to  snch  an  examination  woold 
imply  mismanagement  Here  he  read  the  fol- 
lowing paragraph  from  Genflral  Hamiltou'a  re- 
port of  1701 : 

*'  If  the  paper  of  a  bank  is  pemitted  to  insiauate 
itself  into  all  the  revenues  and  receipts  of  a  coon- 
try  ;  if  it  is  even  to  be  tolerated  aa  the  sobatitata 
for  gold  and  ritver,  in  all  the  tranaactiona  of  bosl- 
ness,  it  becomes,  in  either  view,  a  national  concern 
of  the  first  magnitude.  Aa  such,  the  ordinary  rules 
of  prudence  reqidre  that  the  Government  should 
possess  the  means  of  ascertaining,  whenever  it 
thinks  &t,  that  so  delicate  a  trust  is  executed  with 
fideUty  and  care.  A  right  of  this  nature  is  not  only 
desirable  aa  it  respects  the  Government,  bat  ft 
ought  to  be  equally  so  to  all  those  conoeraed  in 
the  institution,  as  an  additional  titie  to  public  and 
private  confidence,  and  as  a  thiiw  wluch  can  only 
be  formi^Ue  to  practices  that  unply  mimanage- 
meat." 

All  this  has  happened,  said  ICr.  B.  The  pa- 
per of  the  Bank  of  the  UnUed  States  has  in- 
boated  itsdf  into  the  reodnta  and  revenue  a' 
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the  country ;  it  has  become  a  snbstitnte  for  gold 
and  silTer ;  it  has  entered  into  all  the  transae- 
tixma  of  bnrinesB  between  nuu  and  man ;  and, 
UmtoI^,  this  bank  has  beoome  a  naUonal  eon- 
eem,  and  a  ooneem  of  the  first  magnitude. 
Hie  iMneh  the  Gorenunent  immediately 
representing  the  people,  have  thought  fit  to 
order  an  investagatioa  into  the  afffurs  of  the 
bank,  and  that  investigation  has  been  resisted 
and  defeated  by  the  bank.  In  the  lanfoage  of 
Qeneral  Hamilton,  this  resistance  imi^ies  mis- 
management ;  and  that  mismanagement  onght 
to  stimulate  the  GoTemment  to  an  exertion  of 
all  its  ^towers  to  enforce  the  examination  to 
'whioh  it  is  entitled.  A  fourth  groond  upon 
Thich  Hr.  B.  placed  the  right  of  the  Govem- 
ment  to  exanune  the  affairs  of  the  hank,  related 
to  Hie  restoralum  of  the  deposits  and  the  re- 
neval  of  the  ciliarter.  If  tiie  bank  iras  cnlpable, 
it  would  have  no  daim  to  the  farther  keeiniig 
of  the  pablic  moneys,  and  it  ondit  to  eabmit  to 
hare  uiat  question  of  ealpability  tried  by  the 
evidence  of  its  own  books.  If  it  had  abused 
tiie  powers  granted  to  it,  it  can  have  no  claim 
for  nirther  favor  or  confldence.  On  this  point, 
he  took  a  decisive  stand,  independent  of  the 
diarter,  and  independent  of  all  legal  rights,  and 
resting  upon  the  great  principle,  tiiat  the  Gov- 
emment  had  aright  to  know  now  tiie  bank  had 
been  managed  daring  its  present  existence,  be- 
fore it  wotud  renew  to  it  another  term  of  exist- 
ence. This  was  a  condition  precedent  in  the 
hands  <tf  the  Government.  It  was  a  condition 
which  it  had  a  rig^t  to  preatnibe,  and  which, 
under  present  dreomstances,  it  was  raninentiy 
its  dn^  to  prescribe.  It  had  a  right  to  to 
the  bank.  We  wish  to  know  how  you  have  ex- 
ercised the  great  powers  we  have  granted  to 
you,  before  we  renew  those  powers ;  we  wish 
to  examine  your  own  books,  to  see  what  your 
conduct  has  been ;  and  until  you  submit  to  that 
examination,  we  will  not  entertain  or  ooasider 
any  propontion  to  renew  your  extraordinary 
pnvileges.  This  was  what  the  Government 
had  a  right  to  say.  It  was  what  was  done  in 
England  in  relation  to  all  great  corporations — 
the  East  India  Company,  as  well  as  the  Bank 
of  England.  A  committee  of  forty-dght  mem- 
bers had  thoroughly  investigated  the  affldrs  of 
the  East  India  Company  before  its  charter  was 
renewed ;  a  committee  of  thirty-two  members 
bad  also  thoroughly  examined  the  afbirs  of  the 
Bank  of  England  before  its  charter  was  renewed 
at  the  last  session  of  Parliament.  Lord  Althorp, 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  in  1831,  felt  almost 
as  an  imputation  upon  him  the  question  put  by 
Sir  Henry  Pamell,  whether  he  meant  to  ask  for 
a  renewd  of  the  bank  charter  before  a  commit- 
tee of  the  House  had  investigated  the  affairs  of 
the  bank.  He  declared  that  uiere  should  be  full 
inquiry;  and  full  inquiry  there  was,  without 
limitation,  restriction,  condition  or  formaUty  on 
the  part  m  Hhb  bank.  Hr.  B.  s^d  It  was  the 
T^ht  and  tiie  duty  of  Congren  to  act  in  the 
same  way  towards  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Statfls. 


Even  if  no  misconduct  was  imputed  to  it,  it 
would  be  right  to  examine,  and  see  if  no  miscon- 
duct had  occurred.  It  should  be  a  weliminary 
step  of  prudence  and  precaution,  oefore  such 
large  powers  ^bonld  be  granted  again.  Bnt 
there  was  misconduct  imputed  to  it ;  and  drop- 
ping all  other  imputations,  he  would  point  out 
the  one  which  stood  first  on  the  list  of  inquiries 
ordered  by  the  House  of  Representatives — which 
was  alluded  to  in  the  resolution  which  he  pro- 
posed to  submit,  if  the  postponement  took  place 
which  he  moved  for — and  whioh  went  to  tucer- 
tain  whether  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
was  the  author  of  the  distresses  which  had  pre- 
vailed in  the  country  during  the  past  winter  ? 
This  he  held  to  be  a  most  vital  inquiry,  and  one 
that  should  never  be  abandoned  untU  the  true 
authors  of  that  distresa  were  made  luiown  to 
t^e  people.  An  immense  number  of  memorials 
presented  to  Congress,  charged  it  upon  tiie 
President ;  a  great  number  m  others  charged 
it  upon  the  bank.  The  truth  of  these  charges 
the  people  onght  to  know ;  and  certtunly  tiie 
bank  ought  not  shrink  from  the  evidence  of  its 
own  books.  A  strong  presumptive  case  of 
guilt  was  made  out  agaiiut  it ;  and  that  pre- 
sumption was  ripening  into  fall  proof  and  ab- 
solute conviction,  under  the  conduct  of  the  bank 
in  refusing  to  submit  to  the  test  of  its  own 
books.  The  Government  directors,  in  their 
memorial  addressed  to  Congress,  had  strongly 
inculpated  the  bank,  and  ^ne  into  a  statement 
of  facta  to  allow  that  the  direotors  refused  every 
propontion  to  ooQduot  the  curtidhaent  of  the 
banJc  debts  on  a  plan  of  equality  and  impar- 
tiality, and  put  the  whole  business  of  the  cur- 
tailment into  the  hands  of  a  subaltern  commit- 
tee appointed  by  the  president  of  the  bauk 
alone,  and  exempted  even  ih>m  t^e  small  re- 
straint of  reporting  to  the  board  of  directors  I — 
affirming  that  the  late  pressure  in  the  money 
market  Iiad  been  occasioned  by  the  bank  itself 
— that  the  curtailment  had  been  conducted  by 
a  secret  committee,  and  had  been  partial,  un- 
equal, and  unnecessary.  Mr.  B.  went  on  to 
read  several  extracts  from  the  memorial  o£  the 
Govenunent  directors,  to  prove  what  he  said. 
At  page  16  of  their  menunial,  he  read  a  resolu- 
tion submitted  by  the  Goremment  direclOTB  to 
the  board,  {)ropo8ing  a  systematic  reduction,  to 
be  gradual  in  its  operation,  and  to  bear  upon 
all  sections  of  the  country,  and  all  clasaea  <tf 
debton,  in  the  same  degree  and  proportion. 
This  plan,  the  committee  say,  would  have  pre- 
vented an  omiresfflve,  sectional,  and  partial  cur- 
tailmentj  and  would  have  confined  tne  bosiuess 
of  curtailment  to  the  board  of  directors,  and 
given  to  every  director  a  voice  in  what  was 
done.  This  plan  was  rejected  I  No — worse 
than  that  t — ^the  imperious  board  refused  even 
to  oonnder  it  I  and  forthwith  adopted  a  series 
of  resdntitHU  for  reducing  the  bunnesa  of  the 
institution,  and  gave  aatmnity  to  the  otHumit- 
tee  of  the  offices  to  modiQr  these  resolutions  as 
they  ahonld  deem  expedient,  and  peremptorily 
leftased  to  leqnire  this  committee,  thus  invested 
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with  unlimited  pover  over  the  ffwb  and  deli- 
cate bunness  of  cnrtailment— refased  to  reqaire 
them  even  to  r^rt  to  the  board  of  directors  I 
TMs,  Mr.  B.  considered  to  be  a  flagrant  breach 
of  the  charter,  which  expressly  enacts  that  not 
less  than  seveo  directors  shall  constitute  a 
board  to  transact  business.  The  reduction  of  a 
debt  of  sixty  odd  millions,  was  certainly  a  piece 
of  bnsiness  I  It  was  the  most  important  piece 
of  business  ever  transacted  by  the  bank ;  and 
has  been  so  transacted  as  to  fill  tiiis  hall  with 
cries  of  ruin  and  distress  from  varions  quarters 
of  the  coantry. 

The  Government  directors  expressly  charge, 
at  page  17  of  their  memorial,  that  "  We  attrib- 
ute to  them  the  ezcearive  curtailment  in  the 
'bndneBs  of  the  iostitntlon,  which  has  been  bo 
sudden  and  oppresdve,  and  whlcA  was  not  ne- 
cessary, ^ther  to  the  extent  to  which  it  was 
carried,  or  in  the  manner  in  which  it  was  made 
to  bear  on  the  community,"  Having  read  these 
extracts,  Mr.  fi.  commented  upon  them  as  con- 
taining a  direct  chai-ge,  first,  of  a  breach  of  the 
charter  in  committing  the  proper  business  of 
the  board  to  a  subaltern  committee  of  throe 
members ;  and,  secondly,  of  a  partial,  sectional, 
unnecessary,  and  oppressive  curtailment  of  the 
debts  of  the  institution.  These  were  the  charges; 
chai^  made  by  the  Government  directors,  and 
not  in  newspapers,  but  in  a  memorial  to  Con- 
gress. True,  these  directors  have  been  r^eoted 
by  the  Senate ;  but  equally  bne,  the  House  of 
Hepresentatives  had  onlered  an  inquiry  Into  the 
conduct  of  the  bank,  and  bore  pat  this  charge 
of  the  Government  directors  at  the  head,  and 
in  the  very  front,  of  the  sulWects  to  be  inquired 
into  by  their  coomiittee.  Tme  again,  that  the 
charter  reserves  to  either  House  of  Congress 
the  right,  through  a  committee,  to  inspect  tiie 
books,  and  to  examine  the  proceedinss  of  the 
bank,  to  see  whether  the  charter  has  been  vio- 
lated. But  what  has  happened!  The  Com- 
mittee of  the  House,  sent  to  Fhiladelphia  to  in- 
spect the  books,  and  examine  the  proceedings 
of  the  bank,  have  been  resisted  and  repulsed  1 
Iliey  return  withont  accomplishing  their  mis- 
sion I  and  a  lond  cry  is  Bet  up  in  one  general 
chorus,  by  the  bank,  and  all  its  friends,  m  Con- 
gress and  oat  of  Congress,  that  the  Government 
mast  go  to  law  with  the  bank  I  that  the  direc- 
tors are  not  bound  to  criminate  themselves  I 
that  a  acire  facia*  must  issne.  and  then  they  will 
answer  in  court  I  Thus  refusing  to  abide  the 
evidence  of  their  own  books !  Thus  refusing 
to  let  a  committee  of  Congress  inspect  their 
books,  and  examine  their  proceedings,  to  ascer- 
tain whether  the  bank  was  innocent,  or  guilty, 
of  a  wanton  oppression  of  the  community,  dur- 
ing the  past  winter.  2£r.  B.  sud,  that  since  the 
distresses  of  the  South  Sea  scheme  in  England, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  last  century,  there 
had  not  been  in  any  country  so  loud  and  per- 
vading a  cry  of  distreas,  as  has  been  heard  in 
this  country  dnriag  four  or  five  months  past. 
The  ones  of  the  Elfish  people  hod  been  carried 
to  Faiiiament^  as  the  ories  of  the  American 
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people  have  been  brought  to  Congress.  What 
did  the  Eugll^  IVliameut  do  t  ImmediobBly 
rused  a  committee :  sent  them  to  examine  Hie 
directors  of  the  South  Sea  Company ;  recdred 
their  report ;  ordered  all  the  directors  to  the 
bar ;  interrogated  them  in  the  face  of  all  Eng- 
land ;  convicted  them  of  practices  which  had 
distressed,  alarmed,  and  injured  the  community ; 
and  sent  uiem  to  jail,  loaded  with  the  curses  of 
an  outraged  kingdom.  This  is  what  Parliament 
did  in  a  similar  case  to  what  has  now  happened 
in  onr  America.  Ur.  B.  would '  not  ask  what 
Congress  had  done.  That  question  was  yet  to 
be  tried  in  the  House  of  Representatives ;  he 
would  not  anticipate  the  issue ;  it  was  not  his 
bnainesa  to  do  so.  But  what  had  the  Senate 
done  ?  Had  It  ascertained  the  truth  of  the 
charges  made  by  the  Government  direoton^be* 
fbre  tJhey  were  rcijected?  Kot  at  aQI  Had 
they  aacertwned  the  truth  of  these  charges  be- 
fore they  proposed  to  restore  the  public  depos- 
its to  the  keeping  of  the  bank  f  Kot  at  all  I 
Nothing  is  inquired  into — nothing  ascertained 
-—all  taken  for  &lse  or  frivolous  that  is  lUleged 
against  the  bank;  and  even  her  cry  adopted, 
of.  Go  to  law !  Mr.  B.  remarked  upon  this  cry 
for  a  Ksire  faciat,  so  suddenly  adopted  in  the 
Senate  here.  It  had  broken  out  to-day,  and 
now  resounded  from  all  quarters.  Whence  this 
cry?  It  comes  from  Philadelphia  1  Itiabrou^t 
back  by  the  minority  of  the  buik  committee; 
it  is  put  in  their  report;  and  forthwith,  tt be- 
comes the  cry  of  the  whole  bank  party.  Bnt 
what  a  contradiction  is  exhiUted,  and  exhibit- 
ed here  to  our  fitces  I  What  a  change  in  a  few 
brief  days  t  For  four  months  we  heard  noth- 
ing else  bat  of  this  responsible  bank,  subject  to 
the  control  of  Congress  I  this  creature  of  our 
own  creation,  over  which  we  had  ample  con- 
trol I  Yes,  ample  control  I  that  was  the  word  I 
this  fiscal  agent,  which  was  responsible  to  Con- 
gress, not  to  the  President]  and  which  was  right 
in  resisting  all  amenability  to  the  President,  be- 
cause it  was  to  Congi-ess  that  the  charter  made  it 
responsible!  This  was  the  language,  in  this  Sea- 
ate,  for  four  months  1  What  is  it  now  t  Why, 
that  it  is  not  Congress,  but  the  Jndidaiy,  to 
which  it  is  liable.  It  is  the  court^the  court — 
to  which  it  will  submit.  She  will  go  to  law  with 
Congress,  but  will  not  submitto  be  examined  by 
a  committee.  Congress  may  send  a  teire/aeiettf 
bat  no  committee  of  investigation.  Such  is  the 
new  refuge,  or  subterftige  of  the  bank.  When 
the  Preudent  asks  for  information  through  the 
Government  directors,  his  authority  is  resisted, 
becaose  the  bank  is  responsible  to  Congress, 
and  not  to  himl  When  Congress  asks  the 
same  information,  then  Congress  is  resisted, 
because  the  bank  is  responsible  to  the  Judi- 
ciary, and  not  to  Congress  I  Such  are  the 
contradictions,  such  t^e  sttbterfages,  such  the 
tricks  played  off  in  our  jEsces,  and  in  the  Tiew 
of  the  whole  American  people.  In  the  face  of 
such  evidences  of  guilt— in  the  fiice  of  such  a 
strong  presomptive  case  to  convict  the  bank  of 
bdng  tiie  authw  of  tiie  distresses  whidi  ham 
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been  complained  of  in  the  memorialato  Congress, 
is  it  right  to  ^ve  her  marks  of  fsTor  and  confi- 
dence 1  Is  it  right  either  to  restore  to  her  the 
keeping  of  the  puhlic  moneTS,  or  to  grant  her  a 
renewu  of  her  charter  ?  Mr.  B.  thought  not, 
and  that  the  proper  coarse  for  the  Senate  to 
follow  was  indicated  in  the  resolution  which  he 
had  read,  and  which  he  would  snbrnit  for  the 
consideration  and  action  of  the  Senate,  if  the 
present  proceedings  should  be  postponed. 

Mr.  Olat  asked  the  jeas  and  nays  on  the 
motion ;  which  were  ordered: 

TxAS.— Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Fonqth,  Gnmdy, 
Bill,  Kane,  King  of  Alabama,  Unn,  Korria,  Sheplej, 
White,  WUkins,  Wright— 18. 

Nats.— Hessrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun, 
ChambeTB,  Clay,  Clayton,  Eiring,  Frelinghuysen, 
Hendricks,  Kent,  McKean,  Hangum,  Kaod^, 
Foindexter,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Bobbins, 
Kobinson,  SOsbee,  Smith,  Southard,  Swift,  ^pton, 
TomMnsoD,  Tyler,  Waggiman,  Wdwtwv-SO. 

Bo  the  motion  to  pos^Kme  was  disagreed  to. 

A  farther  disonsaoQ  of  the  sabjeot  followed, 
and  several  proporitions  for  amendment  and 
BohstitntioQ  were  snooesuTelr  nentired ;  and 

The  lesolntionB  were  ordered  to  m  eiqpnMied 
tar  athird  reading. 


TvsBDAT^  Jime  8. 

Re»toTaH<m  of  the  DtjxttiU. 

The  first  joint  resolntion  of  Mr.  Out  was 
pat  on  passage,  and  passed — yeas  29 ;  nays  16. 

Hie  ooDsideration  of  the  Beocmd  resolntkm 
•wUf  oa  motion  of  Mr.  Fqssttb,  postponed  till 

tO-m<HTOW. 

The  Senate  a^onmed. 


WsDNxsnAT,  Jane  4. 
Seitoration  of  the  Depontt. 
The  resolntion  of  Mr.  Olat,  requiring  the 
pahlic  deposits  to  be  made  in  tiie  Bank  or  the 
United  States  and  its  bronchei  after  the  1st 
July  next,  was  taken  up. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  passage  of 
the  resolution,  and  decided  as  follows : 

TcAS.— Uessrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Ewing,  FrelinghuyaeD,  Kent,  Knight, 
Ldgfa,  UcKean,  Haognm,  Nandaln,  Poludexter, 
Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Bobbins,  SUsbee,  ftnith, 
Southard,  Sprague,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  TjUr,  Wagga- 
man,  Webstei^SS. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Beaton,  Brown,  Forsyth,  Gnmdy, 
Hill,  Kane,  King  of  Alabama,  Kit^  of  Georsia, 
Linn,  Morris,  Bobioson,  Sbef^y,  Upton,  Wlute, 
WiUdns,  Wright— 16. 

So  the  resolntioos  were  both  passed,  and  sent 
to  the  House  of  Bq>reaentatiTeB  fi>r  oononr- 
rence. 


Thcbsdat,  Jmie,  6. 
Northern  Boundary  of  Ohio. 

The  bill  estahlisUng  the  northern  bonndaij 
line  of  the  State  of  OUo,  was  taken  visf. 


Mr.  EwnTO  rooke  at  length  in  tarrot  of  tJie 
bUL 

Mr.  Tipnnr  said  :  Mr.  Preddent,  I  confess 
that  I  was  not  a  littie  sniprised  to  hear  the 
honorable  Senator  fh>m  Ohio  say  that  Middgan 
had  no  rishts  here.  I  contend  that  shehas 
rights,  and  r^ret  that  those  rights  have  not  an 
aUer  adTocate  on  this  floor  than  I  am.  My 
object  in  ritong,  is  to  say  a  few  words  against 
the  passage  of  this  bill,  and  I  flatter  myself 
that  I  shall  he  able  to  show  to  the  Senate  and 
to  the  country,  that  Ohio  has  no  well-founded 
claim  to  take  from  Michigan  that  part  of  her 
territory  demanded  by  the  bill  on  your  table. 
Michigan  was  put  in  possession  of  this  tract 
country  many  years  aco,  by  the  Oongress  of 
the  United  States.  She  has  organized  her 
counties,  erected  her  court-houses  and  other 
pabllo  bdldings,  and  made  all  her  local  arrange- 
ments over  the  territory  now  in  dispute ;  and 
It  would  be  nqjust  to  take  it  from  her.  I  will 
show  what  the  action  of  Oongress  has  been  at 
TariooB  periods,  by  rea^g  the  laws  and  reso* 
Intions  upon  that  subject. 

If  I  could  have  consulted  m/  own  wishes,  I 
would  have  deferred  the  settiement  of  this  qnes< 
tion  of  boandary  between  the  State  of  Ohio 
and  the  Michigan  Territory,  until  Michigan  had 
been  admitted  into  the  Union  as  an  independent 
State,  and  had  an  opportunity  of  bdng  repre- 
sented  on  tiiis  floor  two  of  her  own  cdtiaens. 
But,  since  both  the  Legislature  and  tiie  delegar 
tion  in  Oongress  from  Ohio,  are  pressiQg  uds 
question  upon  nB,-and  beliering  ft  within  the 
omnpetenoy  of  Oongress  to  settie  It,  I  hope  that 
we  ahall  decide  the  dispute  with  an  eye  to  the 
dispensation  of  equal  justice  between  the  par- 
ties, and  pat  it  at  rest  forcTer. 

I  contend,  said  Mr.  T.,  that  Oongress,  the 
guardian  of  the  Territories,  had  the  power  to 
divide  that  part  of  the  North- western  Territory 
that  ilea  north  of  a  line  due  east  and  west 
through  the  southern  bend  or  extreme  of  Lake 
Michigan,  to  one  or  two  States,  or  to  attach  it 
to  any  otiker  State,  as  the  public  interest  might 
require ;  and  in  the  «ercise  of  her  sonnd  ous- 
creticm  over  that  Territwy,  Oongress  did  extend 
the  State  of  Indiana  ten  mdes,  and  the  State  of 
Illinois  half  a  degree  north  of  that  line.  This 
was  done  becaase  the  public  convenience  re- 
quired that  it  should  be  so  attached,  to  give 
these  States  harbors  on  the  lakes,  and  the  nav- 
igation of  them  also. 

The  State  of  Virginia,  in  1786,  modified  her 
act  of  cession,  to  give  Oongress  this  discretion- 
ary power;  and  that  Oongress  possesses  the 
power  cannot  be  doubted. 

In  the  Senate,  the  sovereign  Sti^  are  equally 
represented ;  the  least  State  has  as  great  a  rep- 
resentation here  as  the  largest.  On  this  body 
t^e  weaker  States,  therefore,  must  rely  for  pro- 
tection agdnat  the  enoroaebments  of  tlieir  more 
powerfol  ueighbm ;  and,  relying  on  tbe  jnstioe 
of  tlie  Senate,  they  need  not  fear  the  result. 

Ifiohlgan,  with  a  population  of  between  60,- 
000  and  60,000  souls,  has  no  voice  on  this  flow; 
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she  has,  it  is  true,  a  delegate  in  the  other  House, 
vith  a  right  to  debate  bat  not  to  vote  in  settling 
questions  where  she  is  interested,  Ohio  has  a 
population  of  more  than  a  million  of  sools,  with 
two  Senators  here  and  nineteen  Bepresenta- 
tires  in  the  other  Honse  of  Oongress.  This 
fearfiil  odds  arrayed  gainst  the  Territorj,  and 
demanding  of  Oongress  to  reduce  it,  by  adding 
to  the  great  State  of  Ohio,  already  too  powerfnl 
for  the  peace  of  her  less  powerful  neighbors ; 
but  she  trtuta  her  ease  to  tiie  Jostloe  of  the 
Senate,  and  need  not  dread  the  deoirion. 

I  couonr  in  that  part  of  the  report  made  by 
the  honorable  ohamnan  of  the  Jndioiary  Com- 
mittee, that  asserts  the  power  of  Congress  to 
settle  this  qnestion.  I  contend  that  this  is  not 
wholly  a  question  of  law,  but  also  a  question  of 
politick  expediency,  and  that  it  is  neither  ex- 
pedient nor  proper  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of 
Ohio  north  of  a  line  drawn  due  east  from  the 
sontJicm  extreme  of  Lake  Michigan  to  Lake  Erie, 
and  believing  this,  I  protest  i^unst  it,  in  behalf 
of  the  people  of  lUchigan,  as  being  nncalled  for 
by  the  pDolio  interest,  inezpedieut,  and  unjust. 

To  BmsfV  the  Senate  that  the  law  la  agtinst 
Ohio,  I  will  read  the  second  section  of  an  act 
of  Congress,  approved  80th  April,  1802,  enti- 
tled "  An  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  east- 
em  dividon  of  the  territory  north-west  of  the 
river  Ohio,  to  form  a  constitution  and  State 
Government,  and  for  the  admission  of  snob 
State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  States."   It  is  as  follows  : 

"That  Uie  said  State  shall  consist  of  all  the  terri- 
tory included  within  the  following  booods,  to  wit : 
Bounded  on  the  east  by  the  Fennsylvania  line,  on 
tiie  aouUi  by  the  Ohio  lUver,  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Qnai  Miud  Blver,  oa  the  vest  by  the  line  drawn 
due  north  from  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Miami  afore- 
add,  and  on  the  north  by  so  east  and  weat  line 
drawn  through  the  southerly  extreme  of  Lake  Michi- 
gan, runoing  east,  afler  intersecting  the  due  north 
line  aforestdd  from  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Miami, 
xiatii  it  shall  intersect  hike  Erie  or  the  territorial 
Une,  and  thence  with  the  same  through  Lake  Erie 
to  tiie  Pennsylvania  line  aforeaiJd ;  provided,  that 
Congress  sh^  be  at  liberty  at  any  time  hereafter, 
either  to  attach  all  the  territory  lying  east  of  the 
line  to  be  drawn  due  north  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Uiami  aforesaid  to  the  territorial  line,  and  north  of 
an  east  and  west  line  drawn  through  the  southerly 
extreme  of  Lake  Michigan,  mnning  east  as  aioresidd 
to  Lake  Erie,  to  the  afoieaaid  State,  or  diapoae  of  it 
otherwise,  in  conformity  to  the  fifth  article  of  com- 
pact between  the  orieinal  States  and  the  people  and 
Statea  to  be  formed  in  the  territory  north-west  of 
the  river  Ohio." 

By  this  law  Congress  reserved  the  right  either 
to  attach  this  territory  to  the  State  of  Ohio, 
or  to  make  such  ol^er  disposition  of  it  as  the 
public  interest  may  require.   All  the  [leople 

-  living  within  the  limits  prescribed  by  this  act 
were  an^orized  to  form  for  themselves  a  con- 
stitution and  State  Government.  No  one  living 
beyond  Ihe  bounds  prescribed  by  this  law  had  a 
right  to  take  part  in  forming  a  oonstitotion  for 

.  Onio.  The  people  residing  in  one  portim  of 
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this  country,  could  not  form  a  constitution  for 
those  residing  elsewhere,  nor  could  a  territory, 
not  included  within  the  limits  laid  down  by 
this  act,  be  embraced  within  the  State  of  Ohio, 
without  the  assent  of  Oongress.  Hear  what 
the  Ohio  convention  said  upon  this  subject. 
Sixth  section,  seventh  article,  Constitution  of 
Ohio : 

"  That  the  limits  and  boundaries  of  this  State  be 
ascertained,  it  is  declared  that  they  are  as  hereafter 
mentioned ;  that  is  to  say :  bounded  on  the  east  by 
tha  Pennsylvania  line,  on  the  south  by  the  Ohio 
Blver  to  the  mouth  of  uie  Great  Miami  lUver ;  on  the 
west,  by  the  line  drawn  due  north  from  the  mouth 
of  the  Great  Uiami  sforeeatd ;  and  on  the  north,  by 
an  cast  and  west  line  drawn  through  the  southerly 
extreme  of  Lake  Michigan,  running  east,  after  inter- 
secting the  due  north  line  aforesud  from  the  mouth 
of  the  Great  Miami,  until  it  shall  intersect  Lake  Erie 
or  the  territorial  line,  and  thence  with  the  same 
through  Lake  Erie  to  the  Pennsylvania  line  afore- 
said: provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  iVilly  under- 
stood and  declared  by  this  convention,  that  if  the 
southerly  bend  or  extreme  of  Lake  Michigan  should 
extend  so  far  south,  that  a  line  drawn  dne  east  from 
it  should  not  intersect  Lake  Erie,  or  if  it  should  in- 
tersect the  said  Lake  Erie  east  of  the  mouth  of  the 
Uianu  Binr  at  the  lake,  then,  and  In  that  case,  with 
the  assent  of  the  Ckmgress  of  the  United  Sutes,  the 
northern  boundary  of  this  State  shall  be  estabtishod 
by,  and  extending  to  a  direct  tine,  mnuhig  from  the 
southern  extremity  of  Lake  Michigan  to  the  most 
northerly  cape  of  Uie  Miami  Bay,  after  intersecting 
the  dne  north  line  from  the  mouth  of  the  Gre^t 
Miami  Kver  as  aforesidd,  thenee  norUieart  to  its 
territorial  line,  and  by  the  aald  territorial  line  to  the 
Pennsylvania  line." 

I  hope  the  Senate  will  bear  in  mind,  that  the 
line  to  be  drawn  east  from  the  sontJieni  bend 
or  extreme  of  Lake  Michigan  to  tiake  Erie  or  to 
the  territorial  line  of  the  Ui  ed  States,  was 
the  basis  for  the  northern  boundary  of  Ohio. 
The  southern  bend  of  Lake  Mcbigan  was  the 

{lermanent  controlling  point  to  govern  in  estab- 
Lshing  the  line  of  demarcation  between  Ohjo 
and  the  State  to  be  formed  north  of  it.  The 
Canada  or  territorial  line  of  the  United  Statea 
was  a  collateral,  not  material  point.  It  is  im- 
material for  all  practical  purposes,  whether 
the  northern  boundary  of  Ohio  intersects  the 
Canada  line  or  not.  It  being  an  open  space  of 
water  in  Lake  Erie,  no  permanent  demarca- 
tion can  be  made  to  distinguish  this  line ;  nor 
is  it  at  this  day  so  distinouy  known,  that  we 
can  deternune  whether  the  Ime  drawn  east  from 
Lake  IGridii^  will  intersect  the  Canada  line  or 
not  Some  aflSnn  that  it  does— others  doabt  it 
The  Constitution  of  Ohio  waa  transmitted  to 
the  seat  of  Government  by  Mr.  Worthington, 
who  was  appointed  special  agent  for  that  pur- 
pose ;  he  bad  been  a  member  of  the  convention 
that  formed  the  oonatitntion,  was  one  of  ber 
first  Senators  in  Congress,  and  afterwards  Gov- 
ernor of  that  State.  The  constitution  was  re- 
ferred, in  the  House  of  R^resentatives,  to  a 
committee,  of  which  Mr.  Bandolph,  of  Vir- 
^nia,  was  chairman.  This  otHunittee  was  dire<^ 
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ed  to  examine  it,  and  report  their  opinion  there- 
on to  the  House.  It  iraa  as  MLowa : 

**3Er.  Budolpfa,  from  the  oommittee  to  irMch 
waa  reCerred  e  letter  from  Edward  Tlffis,  prerident 
of  the  couTeoUon  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  end  a  letter 
from  Thomu  WorthlngtOQ,  epedal  agent  of  the 
said  State,  encloBing  the  oonstitntioa  thereof,  to- 
tber  wiU)  aundiy  propomdons  in  addition  to,  and 
modification  of  thoae  contained  in  the  act  en- 
titled 'An  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  eastern 
(KnBon  of  the  territory  sortfa-wegt  of  the  lirer  Ohio 
to  form  a  conatitQtioD  and  State  government,  aod 
for  the  admission  of  soch  State  into  the  Union  on 
an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  and  for 
otherpnrposes,'  made  the  folloving  report: 

**  The  prOTiuon  contained  in  the  sixth  section  of 
the  seventh  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  State 
of  Ohio,  respecting  the  northern  boundaiy  of  that 
State,  d^ndtnp  on  a  fact  not  yet  ascertained,  and 
not  be  inaaobnutted  in  the  shape  of  the  other  prop- 
odtlons  from  th9  conTention  to  Congress,  the 
committee  have  thought  it  nnneoeasary  to  take  it 
at  this  time  Into  consideration." 

Ifir.  BandolpVs  report  proves  that  the  prop- 
Ofiition  made  by  the  Ohio  conTMition  to  em- 
brace more  tenitoiT  witliin  the  limits  of  that 
State,  was  not  sanctioned  hj  the  Congress  of  that 
da; ;  and  that  was  the  proper  time  to  attach 
th&  territory,  if  eyer  it  ought  to  have  been 
done.  The  oonntry  was  then  a  wilderness. 
Hiohigan,  as  a  territory,  did  not  exist.  The 
whole  Korth-westem  Territory  then  inoladed 
it,  and  being  at  the  disposal  of  Congress,  Uich- 
*gan  was  stricken  off  from  it.  Bnt  the  case  is 
different  now.  The  territorial  govemmeut 
of  Michigan  has  been  organized;  she  has, 
in  legal  p&ase^  been  pat  in  poaseodon  of  thedls- 

Snted  territory  by  the  Congress  (tf  the'^nited 
tates,  and  haa  been  exennnng  jurisdiction  and 
acts  of  owneCt:  ip  over  it  ever  ranee  the  late 
war,  a  period  ul  near  twenty  years. 

MI.  worthington,  one  of  the  first  Senators 
in  Congress  from  Ohio,  presented  to  the  Senate 
the  petition  of  Joseph  Harrison  and  others,  in- 
habitants of  the  northern  portion  of  the  Korth- 
westem  Territory,  praying  Confess  to  divide 
that  territory  and  organize  Michigan.  Their 
petition  was  referred  to  a  committee,  of  which 
Hr.  "Worthington  was  chairman.  The  committee 
reported  a  bill  to  o^anize  Michigan,  and  to 
^ve  the  aaaent  of  Oongress  to  the  nn^KudtioD 
omtained  in  the  dxtSi  aeotion  of  the  aeventh 
artide  of  the  Oonetitation  of  Ohio.  This  bill 
waa  amended  by  striking  out  all  that  related 
to  giving  the  assent  of  Congress  to  that  propo- 
rtion of  &e  Ohio  constitation. 

The  bill,  thus  amended,  became  a  law  on  the 
11th  of  febmary,  1805,  organizing  the  Michi- 
gan Territory,  and  establi^iog,  as  its  southern 
Doundaiy,  a  line  drawn  dae  east  from  the  south- 
ern bend  of  Lake  Michigan  to  Lake  Erie,  agree- 
ably to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  of 
the  80th  of  April,  1802,  admitting  Ohio  into 
the  Union.  Oonld  there  be  stronger  evidence 
that  the  Congress  of  that  day  did  not  deem  it 
expedient  to  give  Ohio  That  she  was  then  and 


{Snun. 

Btill  is  dfuming?  And  in  the  farther  deralop- 
ments  of  the  Mvantages  of  the  conntry,  no  new 
reason  for  granting  her  request  has  presented 
itself. 

Agfun :  Let  us  see  what  Mr.  Morrow,  the 
first  Representative  in  Congress  from  Ohio, 
said  upon  this  subject.  I  find  that  he  thought 
the  assent  of  Congress  was  necessary  to  the 
proposition  contained  in  the  sixth  section  of 
the  seventh  article  of  the  Constitntion  of  Ohio. 
Mr.  Morrow  introduced  into  the  House  of  R^- 
resentatives  in  the  aesdon  of  1811~^1S,  the 
fdlowing: 

"  Stfolved,  Tliat  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in< 
quire  into  tlie  expediency  confirming  the  north- 
em  boundary  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  as  designated 
by  the  constttadon  of  that  State,  and  of  providing 
by  lair  (or  the  actnal  surrey  of  tlie  weston  boun- 
dary line  of  the  said  Stete,  and  that  they  report  by 
biU  or  otherwise.'* 

Here,  dr,  waa  a  distinct  proposition  to  Oon* 

Sess  to  establish  the  line  oetween  Ohio  and 
ichigan,  agreeably  to  the  proposition  in  the 
Constitution  of  Ohio,  And  here,  again.  Ohio 
was  met  by  a  denial  of  her  reauesC  A  law 
passed,  not  calculated  to  suit  the  views  and 
wishes  of  Mr.  Morrow,  of  which  I  will  read  a 
section. .  It  waa  passed  on  the  20th  of  May, 
1812: 

"B»  it  enacted  fry  the  BenaU  aniStnut  of  Repn- 
untativet  of  the  United  State*  of  America  in  Cim- 
greu  tuteiMled,  That  the  Surreyor-General,  under 
the  Erection  of  the  F^eddent  of  the  United  States 
be,  and  he  la  hereby,  authorized  and  required  (aa 
soon  as  the  consent  of  the  Indiana  can  be  obtained) 
to  cause  to  be  surreyed,  marked,  and  designated,  so 
much  of  the  western  and  northern  boundaries  of  the 
State  of  Ohio,  which  have  not  already  been  ascet^ 
tained,  as  divides  said  State  from  the  Territories  of 
Indiana  and  Midilgan,  agreeably  to  the  bonndarias 
estaUlshed  by  tlie  aot  entitled  'An  act  to  enable 
the  people  of  the  eastern  diridcn  of  the  territory 
north-west  of  the  river  Ohio  to  form  a  constitution 
and  State  government,  and  for  the  admission  of  such 
State  into  the  Union  on  an  eqoal  footing  with  the 
original  States,  and  for  other  purposes,'  passed  on 
the  80th  of  April,  1808,  and  to  cause  to  be  made  a 
or  plan  of  so  moeh  of  the  boundary  line  as  nus 
from  the  southerly  extreme  of  Lake  Michigan  to  Lake 
Erie,  particularly  noticing  the  [daoe  where  the  said 
line  intersects  the  margin  of  aud  l^e,  and  to  tetom 
the  same,  when  made,  to  CoogreBS." 

The  snrTey  of  the  northern  boundary  of  Obia 
anthorized  by  thia  law,  was  not  completed 
until  the  year  1818,  owhig  to  the  Indian  war 
that  intervened;  and  when  this  survey  was 
made,  in  strict  conformity  to  the  several  acts 
of  Congress,  of  80th  April,  1602, 11th  Febm- 
ary,  1806,  and  20th  May,  1812,  providing  for 
organizing  the  State  of  Ohio  and  the  Michigan 
Territory,  the  people  of  that  Territory  had 
strong  groonds  to  hope  that  the  question  of 
boundary  was  finally  settled.  But  air,  it  was 
not  suffered  to  rest  here.  Mr.  Bnuka  Repro- 
sentative  in  Oongreas  from  Ohio,  in  Pebnui?, 
1820,  introdnoedthe  following  resolution: 
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^^Setotvtd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
Inqnjre  into  the  expediency  of  providiDg,  by  law, 
for  Burreying,  mariuikg,  and  permaneotly  establub- 
iag  the  northern  boandary  of  the  State  of  Ofalo, 
begmnhiE  at  a  point  north  of  the  most  northeriy 
cape  of  toe  Uami  Bay,  rnnuing  thence  doe  wea^  to 
the  initeneotion  of  the  west  Une  of  eald  State." 

Ur.  Bmsh  mm  not  omtent  to  take  vhat  di^ 
nov  ask.  He  vaoted  to  nm  it  line  doe  west 
from  tiie  north  cape  of  Miami  B&j  to  the  west 
Une  of  the  State. 

This  resolution,  howerer,  the  House  refused 
to  consider^  although  frequoit^  ni^ed  opon 
their  attention  by  the  merer,  and  Mr.  Beecher, 
one  of  his  colleagnes. 

iSr,  Woodbridgo,  then  the  delegate  from 
Michigan,  was  more  forttmate.  Seeing  tiiat 
the  ]m>ase  refused  to  consider  Mr.  Beecher's 
reeolntioD,  he  submitted  the  following : 

'*Ruolwd,  That  the  line  heretofore  catued  to  be 
aurreyed,  marked,  and  designated,  from  the  sonth- 
em  extreme  of  I^alce  Michigan  due  east,  in  pursuance 
of  the  provisioDS  of  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  au- 
thorize the  President  of  the  United  States  to  ascer- 
tain and  designate  certain  boundaries,'  passed  20th 
Hay,  1812,  so  &r  as  the  same  extends  due  east 
from  the  western  boundary  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  be, 
and  remain,  the  esubUshed  boundary  between  the 
■aid  State  and  the  Uichigao  Temtory." 

This  resolution  was  referred  to  the'  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  of  which  Mr.  Anderson, 
of  Eentuoky,  was  cbunnan;  and  after  being 
discussed  before  the  committee  by  the  delegate 
from  the  Territory,  and  the  members  from  Ohio, 
it  was  reported  to  the  House  by  Ur.  Anderson 
withont  amendment,  and  it  is  believed  woald 
hare  passed,  bnt  foe  want  <tf  time  before  the 
dose  of  the  sesnon  of  Congress. 

Hie  same  sobject  has  been  frequently  nrged 
upon  the  attention  of  Oongress  by  Mr.  Beecher, 
Mr.  Vinton,  and  now  by  the  honorable  Senator, 
(Mr.  EwmG,)  asking  us  to  do  what  Cougress 
has  refhsed  for  thirty  years.  I  would  ask,  is 
it  Just  for  us  to  strike  from  Michigan  four  or 
five  hundred  square  miles  of  territory,  over 
which  she  has  exercised  jurisdiction  for  many 
years,  and  thereby  reduce  three  of  her  most 
respectable  oounties,  both  as  to  territory  and 
population,  Monroe,  Lenawee,  and  Hillsdale; 
tiiereby  lessening  her  prospects  of  being  ad- 
mitted into  dw  Union  for  years  to  oomet 

Both  the  Senators  from  Ohio  and  Ddaware 
say  that  Ohio  should  own  the  termination  of 
h»  oanaL  I  trust  I  have  shown  that  she  now 
owns  it.  The  cansl  never  will  be  extended  be- 
low Maumee.  Does  Ohio  want  the  h^  of 
steamboat  and  sloop  navigation  f  She  now  has 
it.  Does  she  olsim  the  extensive  water  power 
created  by  the  construction  of  the  Wabash, 
Miami,  and  Erie  Canals  round  the  rapids  of  the 
Maumee  River  f  She  now  owns  it.  And  I  am 
at  a  loss  to  see  what  Ohio  is  contending  for, 
unless  it  be  to  increase  her  power,  that  is  al- 
ready overshadowing  her  sister  States  in  the 
valley  of  the  Mississippi.  Ohio  embraces  within 
her  limits  near  forty  thousand  square  tdlee. 


That  it  is  capable  of  sustaining  an  immense 
population,  is  abundantly  proved  by  her  late 

census. 

The  Michigan  Territory  embraces  bnt  aboat 
81,000  square  miles.  Ten  thousand  of  this  is 
not  habitaUe,  it  being  hemlock  flata.  Michigan 
irill  always  be  a  third  or  fourth  rate  State  in 
point  <rfpopulati(m.  even  including  all  her  pres- 
ent teriHory  within  the  peniusnla.  Oongress 

Sot  her  in  possession  of  this  country,  ana  has 
efended  her  against  Ohio  for  SO  years.  I  con- 
tend, therefore,  that  the  Territory  has  a  vested 
right,  by  occupancy,  which  we  should  not  dis- 
turb at  this  late  day.  By  reducing  Michigan 
to  add  to  Ohio,  we  but  make  the  weak  weaker, 
and  tiie  strong  stronger.  To  what  other  tri> 
bunal  should  the  Territory  look  with  such  confi- 
dent hope  of  protection  agtun^  encroachment, 
as  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  ? 

For  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  the 
Senate  are  detennined  to  settle  this  question 
at  this  time,  I  move  that  the  farther  conddenr* 
tion  of  this  su^oot  be  ind^nitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Leioh  argued  at  considerable  Ini^ 
against  the  postponement,  and  in  favor  of  the  nIL 
cout^ding  that  it  was  a  question  of  poUticai 
expediency,  that  tills  matter  should  be  settied  in 
fhvor  of  the  State  of  Ohio. 

The  question  was  taken  and  decided  as  fol- 
lows : 

TzAB. — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Omndy, 
Hill,  King  of  Alabama,  McKean,  Swift,  Tipton— 9. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Bel^  Bibb,  Calhoun,  Chambers, 
Clay,  Clayton,  Ewing,  Frellngbaysen,  Hendricks, 
Kane,  Kent,  Entght,  L^h,  Linn,  Han  gum,  Morris, 
Nandftiu,  Foindexter,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Bobtnn^ 
Robinson,  Shepley,  Smith,  Southard,  Spragoe,  Tom- 
tinson,  Waggaman,  Webster,  White— 80. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  postpone  the  biU 
indefinitely. 

Mr.  TiPTOK  then  offered  an  amendment, 
changing  the  boundary  line  between  Ohio  and 
Michigan ;  which  was  negatived. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time. 

MoSDAT,  June  9. 

Petition  qf  8e(k  PitU,  revohing  his  Siffttature 
to  a  Dittrm  MmoriaL 

Ur.  Shbplbt  aa&A  be  bad  a  distreaa  mwwniaL 
dgned  by  a  single  individual,  which  he  desired 
shoidd  be  read.  The  memorial  was  sdgoed  by 
Beth  ntts,  a  soldier  of  the  BevoIutiMi,  who 
stated  that  be  did  not  wish  to  die  until  he  had 
atoned  for  an  error  that  he  was  fbrced  iDt<^ 
without  knowing  what  he  was  about ;  and  re- 
quested that  his  name  might  be  erased  from  a 
memorial  sent  to  the  Senate.  He  had  signed  a 
petition,  urging  Congress  to  have  tlie  deposits 
restored,  and  the  bank  rechartered,  when^  in 
truth,  he  was  opposed  to  the  corporation, 
thought  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  right, 
in  the  direction  that  his  duty  admonislted  him 
to  give  in  removing  the  public  funds  from  the 
bank ;  and  felt  it  to  be  his  du^  to  oorroet  aa 


Memorial  of  PilU. 
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raror,  whiefa  would  lelieve  him  from  a  load  of 
^  Thicb  wonld  be  bnrdeiuome  to  cany  across 
Jordan. 

The  memorial  was  rofenred  to  the  Oimuiuttee 
m.  rioaaoe^  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


TinsuT,  June  10. 

Shoda  Itland  Contated  Election. 

On  motion;  of  Mr.  Webstsb,  the  Oommittee 
on  Finance  waa  discharged  from  the  farther 
consideration  of  the  resolntion  of'  the  Senate, 
requesting  said  committee  to  Inqnire  into  the 
e^ediensj  of  allowing  to  the  honorable  E. 
B.  Potter  the  par- and  mileage  of  a  member 
of  Gongress,  whue  attending  at  the  seat  of 
Govemmeut,  pending  the  contested  election 
of  the  Senator  fcom  the  State  of  Bhode  Island ; 
which  motion  was  agreed  to:  whereupon, 

Mr.  WxtftHT  sabmitted  tilie  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Whereas,  the  hooonble  EUsha  R.  Potter,  at  the 
eommencement  of  the  preseot  season  of  Congress, 
did  cause  to  be  lud  before  the  Senate  a  commusNoa 
from  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Bbode  Island, 
dul;  aathenticated,  and  constitnting  ^  legnlar 
prima  fa^  eridence  to  enUtle  him  to  a  seat  to  tiie 
Senate.  And  whereu,  the  contest  for  the  seat 
cUmed  by  Ur.  Potter  was  not  finally  decided  bj  the 
Senate untiltheSfth day  oflCaynoir last  past,  when 
the  Baid  seat  was  awarded  to  the  honor^le  Asber 
Bobbins, 

Therefbre,  Jtttolved,  That  the  said  Elisba  R.  Pot- 
ter is  entitled  to  the  compeDBStion  of  mileage  al- 
lowed by  law  to  members,  for  tus  trarel  from  his 
phceof  reridence,in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  to 
the  capital,  and  returning ;  and  also  to  the  per  tUmn 
allowance  of  a  member  of  Congress,  for  the  time 
he  actually  attended  at  the  city  of  Washington 
during  the  contest  pending  before  the  Senate  in  re- 
lation to  the  seat  claimed  by  him,  and  occupied  by 
the  honorable  Mr.  BobUns. 


KoNDAT,  June  16. 

(Official  Sevenue  Statement — S^^t  nf  the 
Seeretary  <if  the  Treasury  in  answer  to  Jfr. 
Tr«fi*<er«  call — Protperity  <^  the  Country. 

The  VioK  PRKsronrr  presented  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  trans- 
mitting the  amount  of  daties  upon  imports, 
during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  1684,  and 
Itamiabing  estimates  of  the  probable  receipts 
of  the  nsmaining  quarters  of  the  year. 

After  the  Secretary  had  commenced  the  read- 
ing of  the  conminiitoation, 

Mr.  Wbbsteb  moved  that  the  further  reading 
be  dispensed  with,  and  the  commoai cation  and 
documents  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Fi- 
nance, and  printed. 

Ifr.  BiNTOH  intimated  that  this  was  an  im- 
portant i>^>er,  and  he  desired  to  hear  it  read. 
The  reaaii^  waa  then  proceeded  in :  when  it 
was  completed — 

Ur.BnmniB^  th^thisreport  was  <tf  a  na- 
ture to  deaerre  Bome  attention,  begfinre  it  left  the 


chamber  of  the  Senate,  and  went  to  a  com- 
mittee, from  which  it  might  not  return  in  time 
for  consideration  at  this  sesrion.  It  had  be«i 
odled  for  under  turonmstanoes  whidi  attracted 
attention,  and  disclosed  information  which  de- 
served to  he  known.  It  was  called  for  ear^ 
in  Hay,  in  the  crisis  of  the  alarm  operations, 
and  wim  oonfident  assertions  that  the  answerto 
the  call  would  prove  the  distress  and  the  snfiier- 
ing  of  the  country.  It  was  confidently  asserted 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  over- 
estimated the  revenues  of  the  year ;  that  there 
wonld  he  a  great  filling  off — a  decline — a  bank- 
ruptcy ;  that  confidence  was  destroyed — enter- 
prise checked — industry  paralyzed — commerce 
suspended  1  that  the  direAd  act  of  one  man,  in 
one  dire  order,  had  chained  the  face  the 
country,  from  a  scene  <^  uoparalleled  proq>erit7 
to  a  acene  of  unparalleled  oeacdatirai  I  that  the 
canal  was  a  solitude,  the  lake  a  desert  waste  of 
waters,  the  ocean  without  ships,  the  commer- 
cial towns  deserted,  laLeat,  and  Bad ;  orders  fox 
goods  countermanded;  for^gn  purchases  stop- 
ped 1  andthattfaeanswerof  the  eecretaiy  would 
prove  all  this,  in  showing  the  falsity  of  his  own 
estimates,  and  the  great  decline  in  the  revenue 
and  importations  ^  the  country.  Such  were 
tiie  ass^itions  and  predictions  under  which  the 
call  was  made,  and  to  which  the  public  attention 
was  attaoted  by  every  device  of  theatrical  dec- 
lamation Seom  this  floor.  Well,  the  answw 
eomes.  The  Secretary  sends  in  his  report,  with 
every  statement  called  for.  It  is  a  report  to 
make  the  patriot's  heart  r^oice  I  ftall  oC  high 
and  gratifying  facts ;  repl^  with  rich  infer* 
mation,  and  pregnant  wiui  evidences  of  nation- 
al prosperity.  How  is  it  received — how  re- 
ceived by  those  who  called  for  it  I  Witii  down- 
cast looks,  ^d  wordless  tongues !  A  motion 
is  even  made  to  stop  the  reading  1  to  stop  the 
reading  of  such  a  report  1  called  for  under  such 
circmnstanoes !  while  whole  days  are  given  np 
to  reading  the  monotonous,  tantologous,  and 
endless  repetitions  of  distress  memorials,  the 
echo  of  oar  own  speeches,  and  the  thousandth 
edition  of  the  aame  work,  without  emendatioa 
orcoireetioul  All  these  can  be  read,  and  print- 
ed, too,  and  lauded  with  studied  enlofpium,  and 
thdr  contents  sent  out  to  the  people,  freighted 
upon  every  wind ;  but  this  official  rejwrt  oS  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  upon  the  stato  of 
their  own  revenues,  and  of  their  own  commerce, 
called  for  by  an  order  of  the  Senate,  is  to  be 
treated  like  an  unwelcome  and  worthless  in- 
truder; received  without  a  word — not  even 
read — slipped  out  upon  a  motion — disposed  of 
as  the  Abb^  Sieyes  voted  for  the  death  of  Louis 
the  Sixteenth,  mart  tarn  pknm  I  deaths  withr 
out  talk  1  But  he,  Hr.  B.,  did  not  mean  to  suf- 
fer this  report  to  be  despstched  in  tUs  uncere- 
monious  wd  compendious  style.  It  had  been 
called  f(ff  to  be  given  to  the  people,  «(id  the 
people  should  hear  of  it  It  was  not  what  wqs 
expected,  but  it  is  what  la  true,  and  what  will 
rejoice  the  heart  of  every  y%ms^  in  America. 
A  ^t  was  dug  liar  lb.  Tan^i  the  diggers  of 
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the  pit  hare  fallen  into  it ;  the  fanlt  is  not  his ; 
and  the  sooner  they  clamber  ont,  the  better 
for  themselves.  The  people  have  a  right  to 
know  the  contents  of  this  report,  and  know 
them  they  shall ;  and  if  there  is  any  man  in  this 
America  whose  heart  is  so  constmcted  aa  to 
grieve  over  the  prowwrity  of  his  country,  let 
him  prepare  himself  for  sorrow ;  for  the  proof 
is  forthcoming,  that  never,  since  our  America 
had  a  place  among  nations,  was  the  prosperity 
of  the  conntry  equal  to  what  it  is  at  this  aay ! 

Ur.  B.  tiien  requested  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  to  send  him  the  report,  and  comparative 
statement;  which  being  done,  Mr.  B.  opened 
the  report,  and  wmt  over  the  heads  -of  it  to 
show  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had 
not  orer-esUmated  the  revenue  of  the  year ; 
that  the  revenue  was,  in  fact,  superior  to  the 
estimate  ;  and  that  the  importations  would 
equal,  if  not  exceed,  the  highest  amount  that 
they  had  ever  attained. 

To  appreciate  the  statements  which  he  should 
make,  Mr.  B.  stud  it  was  necessary  for  the  Sen- 
ate to  recollect  that  the  list  of  dutiable  articles 
was  now  greatly  reduced.  Many  articles  were 
now  free  of  duty,  which  formerly  paid  heavy 
duties;  many  othws  wen  reduced  in  dut^;  and 
the  &ir  effect  of  these  aboUtdons  and  reductions 
would  be  &  diminution  <tf  revenue  even  without 
a  diminution  of  impats;  yet  the  Secretary's 
estimate,  made  at  uie  commencement  of  the 
session,  was  more  than  realized,  and  showed  the 
gratifymg  spectacle  of  a  full  and  overflowing 
treasury,  instead  of  the  empty  one  which  had 
been  predicted ;  and  left  to  Oongress  the  grate- 
fnl  occupation  of  farther  reducing  taxes,  instead 
of  the  odious  task  of  borrowing  money,  as  had 
been  so  loudly  anticipated  for  six  months  past. 
The  revenue  accruing  from  imports  in  the  first 
quarter  of  the  present  year,  was  6,844640  dol- 
lars ;  the  payments  actually  made  into  the  treas- 
ury from  the  custom-houses  for  the  same  quar- 
ter, were  4,486,886  dollars  j  and  the  payments 
iSrcnn  lands  for  the  same  tune,  were  1,898,206 
dollus.  The  two  first  months  of  the  second 
quarter  were  producing  in  a  fnH  ratio  to  the 
first  quarter;  and  the  actual  amount  (rfavfulable 
funds  in  the  treasury  on  the  9th  day  of  this 
month,  was  eleven  millions  two  hundred  and 
forty-nine  thousand  four  hundred  and  twelve 
dollars.  The  two  last  quarters  of  the  year  were 
always  most  productive.  It  was  the  time  of 
the  largest  importations  of  foreign  goods  wjiioh 
pay  most  duty— the  woollens — ^and  the  season, 
also,  for  the  largest  sale  of  public  lands.  It  is 
wdl  believed  that  the  estimate  will  be  more 
largely  exceeded  In  those  two  quarters  than  in 
the  two  ftrat ;  and  that  the  excess  ftwthe  whole 

J 'ear,  over  the  estimate,  will  be  fall  two  mil- 
ions  of  dollars.  This,  Mr.  B.  said,  was  one  of 
the  evidences  of  public  prosperity  which  the 
report  cont^ned,  and  which  utterly  contradicted 
the  idea  of  distress  and  commercud  embarrass- 
ment which  had  been  propagated,  from  this 
chamber,  for  tiie  last  ux  months. 
Ur.  B.  proceeded  to  the  next  eridcaice  of 


[June,  1834, 

commercial  prosperity ;  it  was  the  increased 
importations  of  foreign  goods.  These  imports, 
judging  from  the  five  first  months,  would  be 
seven  millions  more  than  they  were  two  years 
ago,  when  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  had 
seventy  millions  loaned  out;  and  they  were 
twenty  millions  more  than  in  the  time  of  Ur. 
Adams's  administration.  At  the  rate  they  had 
commenced,  they  woTild  amount  to  one  hundred 
and  ten  millions  for  the  year.  This  will  exceed 
whatever  was  known  in  our  country.  The  im- 
ports, for  the  time  that  Ftandent  Jaokson  has 
served,  have  regularly  advanced  fitnn  about  74,- 
000,000  to 108,000,000.  The  followiiig  is  the  state- 
ment <k  tJiese  imports,  from  which  Mr.  B.  read : 
1829   -  $74,493,627 

1880  ...      -  70,876,920 

1881  -      -  .     -      -  108,191,124 

1882  -  -  -  -  101,029,266 
1888    -       -      -       -  108,118.811 

Mr.  B.  said  that  the  imports  of  the  last  year 
were  greater  in  proportion  than  in  luiy  previous 
year;  a  temporary  decline  might  reasonably 
have  been  expected ;  such  declines  always  take 
place  after  excessive  importations.  If  it  bod 
occurred  now,  though  naturally  to  have  been 
expected,  &e  net  would  have  been  trumpeted 
forth  as  the  infallible  rign-^he  proof  pos- 
itive—of commerdal  distress,  occasioned  by 
the  fktal  removal  of  the  deports.  But,  as  there 
was  no  decline,  but,  on  the  contrary,  an  actual 
increase,  he  must  claim  the  evidence  for  the 
other  side  of  the  account,  and  set  it  down  as 
the  proof  positive  that  commerce  is  not  de- 
stroyed ;  and,  consequently,  that  the  removal 
of  the  deposits  did  not  destroy  commerce. 

The  next  evidence  of  commercial  prosperity 
which  Mr.  B.  would  exhibit  to  the  Senate,  was 
in  the  increased,  and  increasing,  number  of  ship 
arrivals  from  foreign  ports.  The  numbers  of 
arrivals  for  the  month  of  May,  in  Kew  York, 
was  228,  exceeding  by  86  those  of  the  month 
of  AptUf  and  showing  not  only  a  great,  but  an 
increasing  activity  in  the  commerce  of  that 
^eat  emporium — he  would  not  say  of  the 
United  States,  or  even  of  North  America — but 
he  would  call  it  that  great  emporium  of  the  two 
Americas,  and  of  the  New  World;  for  the 
goods  imported  to  that  place,  were  thence  dis- 
tributed to  every  part  of  the  two  Americas,  from 
the  Canadian  lakes  to  Oape  Horn. 

A  third  evidence  of  national  prosperity  was 
in  the  sales  of  the  public  lands.  Mr.  B.  had, 
on  a  former  occasion,  adverted  to  these  sales. 
BO  far  as  the  first  qusjler  was  concerned ;  ana 
had  shown,  that  instead  of  falling  off,  as  had 
been  predicted  on  this  floor,  the  revenue  from 
the  sues  of  these  lands  had  actually  doubled, 
and  more  than  doubled,  what  they  were  in  the 
first  quarter  of  1888,  Tba  receipts  for  lands, 
for  that  quarter,  were  $668,636 ;  for  the  first 
quarter  of  the  present  year  they  were  $1,898,- 
206 ;  beiujg  two  to  one,  and  $60,000  over  I 
The  receipts  for  the  two  first  months  of 
the  second  quarter,  were  also  known,  and 
would  eaxTj  the  rereatw  from  IsndSf  for  the 
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first  five  months  of  this  year,  to  two  miUifms 
(tf  dollars ;  indicating  five  miltions  for  the  whole 
year:  an  eDcamoQs  amonnt,  from  which  ^e 
people  of  the  new  States  on^ht  to  he,  in  some 
degree,  relieved,  a  rednction  in  the  price  of 
lands.  Hr.  B.  hegged,  in  the  most  emphi^ic 
terms,  to  remind  the  Senate,  that  at  the  oom- 
men  cement  of  the  session,  the  sales  ofHio  pnbUo 
lands  were  selected  as  one  of  oriterions 
hy  which  the  ruin  and  desolation  of  the  conntry 
were  to  he  judged.  It  was  then  predicted,  and 
the  prediction  pnt  forth  with  all  the  holdneas 
of  imallible  prophecy,  that  the  removal  of  the 
deposits  wonld  stop  the  sales  of  the  pnblio 
lands ;  that  money  would  disappear,  and  the 
people  have  nothuig  to  bny  with;  that  the 
prodnce  of  the  earth  wonld  rot  npon  the  hands 
of  tiie  farmer.  These  were  the  predictions ;  and 
if  the  sales  had  really  declined,  wliat  a  proof 
wonld  immediately  be  fonnd  in  tiie  fEuit  to  prove 
the  tmth  of  the  prophecy,  and  tiie  dire  effects 
of  changing  the  pablic  moneys  from  one  set  ot 
banking-houses  to  another!  But  there  is  no 
decline ;  but  a  doubling  of  the  former  product ; 
and  a  ffur  oonclnsion  thence  deduced  that  the 
new  States,  in  the  interior,  are  as  prosperous 
as  the  old  ones,  on  the  seacoast 

Having  proved  the  general  pro^rity  of  the 
country,  fi*om  these  infallible  datsr— flourishing 
revenue — flourishing  commerce — increased  ar- 
rivals of  ships — and  increased  sales  of  public 
lands,— Hr.  B.  said  that  he  was  £iir  fhnn  denying 
that  aetnal  distnsB  had  wristed.  He  had 
admitted  the  fiut  of  that  distress  heretofore, 
not  to  tiie  extent  to  which  it  was  charged,  but 
to  a  niffi<^ent  extent  to  excite  sympathy  for  the 
sufferers;  and  he  had  diatinetiy  charged  the 
whole  distress  that  did  exist  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States — to  the  screw-and-pressnre  operations 
of  the  bank,  and  the  alarm  speeches  in  the 
Senate.  He  had  made  t^is  chaige ;  and  made 
it  under  a  ftaU  sense  of  the  moral  responsibility 
which  he  owed  to  the  people,  in  affirming  any 
thing  from  this  elev^ed  theatre.  He  had, 
therefore,  givea  his  proofSi  to  accompany  the 
charge ;  ana  he  had  now  to  say  to  the  Soiate, 
and  through  the  Senate,  to  the  people,  that  he 
ftrand  new  proob  for  that  charge  in  the  detailed 
statements  of  the  accruing  revenue,  which  had 
been  called  for  by  the  Senate,  and  furnished  by 
tlie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Hr.  B.  said  he 
must  be  pardoned  for  repeating  his  request  to 
the  Senate,  to  reooUect  how  often  they  had 
been  told  that  trade  was  paralyzed ;  that  orders 
for  foreign  goods  were  countermanded;  that 
the  importing  cities  were  the  pictures  of  desola- 
tion ;  their  dips  idle ;  their  wharves  deserted ; 
their  mariners  wandering  np  and  down.  Now, 
Bud  Hr.  B.,  in  looking  over  iho  detailed  state- 
ment of  the  aoominff  rerenne,  it  was  found 
that  there  was  no  deoune  of  oommeroe,  except 
at  tdaoM  where  tfao  poUoy  and  power  of  the 
United  States  Bank  was  predominant  I  Where 
that  power  or  policy  was  predominant,  revenue 
deoUned;  where  it  waa  not yedomtaant)  or flie 


policy  of  the  bank  not  exerted,  the  revenue 
increased,  and  increased  £ut  enough  to  make 
up  the  dcAcienQy  at  the  other  plaoes.  Hr.  B. 
proceeded  to  yetitj  this  statement  by  a  r^er- 
ence  to  specified  places.  Thus,  at  Philadelphia, 
where  the  bank  nolds  its  seat  of  empire,  tb» 
revenue  fell  off  about  one-third ;  it  was  797,816 
dollars  for  the  first  quarter  of  1688,  and  only 
642,498  for  the  first  quarter  of  1884.  At  New 
York,  where  the  bank  has  not  been  able  to  get 
the  upper  hand,  there  was  an  inorease  of  more 
than  120,000  dollars ;  the  revenue  there  for  the 
first  quarter  of  1883,  was  8,122,166;  for  the 
first  of  1SS4  it  was  8,249,786  dollars.  At 
Boston,  where  the  bank  is  ag^in  predominant^ 
the  revenne  fell  off  about  one-thira;  at  Salem, 
Mass.,  it  fell  off  fonr^fiftha.  At  Baltimore^ 
where  t3ie  bank  has  been  defeated,  there  was  an 
inorease  bi  tiie  revenue  of  more  than  70,000 
dollars.  At  Biohmond,  the  revenue  was  doubled 
from  13,084  doUars  to  26,810  dollars.  At 
Charleston,  it  was  increased  from  69,608  dollara 
to  102,810  dollars.  At  Petersburg,  it  was 
slightly  increased,  and  tiironghont  all  the  region 
south  of  the  Potomac  there  was  eitiier  an  in- 
crease or  the  slight  falling  off  which  might 
result  from  diminished  duties  without  dimin- 
ished importations.  Hr.  B.  said  he  knew  that 
bank  power  was  predominant  in  some  of  the 
cities  to  the  South ;  but  he  knew  ^so  that  the 
bank  policy  of  distress  and  oppression  had  not 
been  practised  there.  That  was  not  the  teflon 
to  be  governed  by  the  Bcoane.  The  high 
mettle  (» that  r^on  required  a  different  policy : 
gfflitluiesa,  condliation,  coanng  I  If  the  Soa& 
was  to  be  g^ed  over  by  Uie  bank,  it  \ras 
to  be  done  by  &Tor,  not  by  fear.  The  scoorae, 
though  BO  much  the  most  congenial  to  the 
haughty  spirit  of  the  moneyed  power,  was  only 
to  be  applied  where  it  would  be  submitted 
to ;  and,  therefore,  the  whole  region  south  of 
the  Potomac,  was  exonpted  from  the  lash. 
Hr.  B.  paused  to  fix  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
upon  these  facts.  Where  the  power  of  the  bank 
enabled  her  to  depress  commerce  and  Mnk  the 
revenue,  and  her  policy  permitted  her  to  do  it^ 
oommeroe  was  depressed,  and  the  revenue  was 
sunk,  andtiie  pn^eciea  of  the  distress  <watoES 
were  ftalfiUed ;  but  where  her  power  did  not 
predominate,  or  her  policy  required  a  different 
course,  commerce  incresaed,  and  the  revenue 
increased ;  and  the  result  of  the  whole  is,  that 
New  York  and  some  other  anti-bank  cities, 
have  gained  what  Philadelphia  and  other  bank 
cities  have  lost;  and  the  federal  Treasury  is 
just  as  well  off,  as  if  it  had  got  its  accustomed 
supply  from  every  place. 

Thia  view  of  facts,  Hr.  B.  sud^  must  fasten 
upon  the  bank  the  odium  of  having  produoed 
aU  the  real  commercial  distress  which  has  been 
felt  But  at  one  point,  at  Kew  Orleans,  there 
was  farther  evidence  to  convict  her  of  wanton 
and  wicked  oppreseion.  It  wasnotintheSecre* 
taiy's  reports,  but  it  was  in  tiie  weekly  returns 
tffthebank;  and  showed  that  in  the  b«rimiing 
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her  branch  in  New  Orleaos,  the  snm  of  about 
800,000  dollan  id  specie,  which  it  had  been  col- 
lecting all  the  winter  bj  a  wanton  curtailment, 
under  the  pretext  of  suppljing  the  amonnt  of 
the  deposits  taken  from  her  at  that  place. 
These  800,000  dollars  were  eolleet«d  from  the 
New  Orleans  merchants  in  the  very  crisis  of 
the  arrival  of  weatem  prodaoe.  The  merchants 
were  pressed  to  pajr  debts,  when  they  ought  to 
have  been  accommodated  with  loans.  The 
price  of  prodnoe  was  thereby  depressed;  the 
■whoio  Weat  snffiBred  from  the  d^ressUn ;  and 
BOW  It  Is  proved  that  the  monw  was  not  wanted 
to  sopplT^the  place  of  ihe  deposits,  but  was 
■ent  to  FbiUdetphia,  where  there  was  no  use 
tor  it,  the  bank  haviog  more  there  than  she  cu 
use ;  and  that  the  whole  operation  was  a  wan- 
ton and  wicked  measure  to  ooeroe  the  West  to 
cry  out  for  a  return  of  the  depoMts,  and  a  re- 
newal of  the  charter,  bj  attaching  their  com- 
merce in  the  market  of  New  Orleans.  This 
fact,  sud  Hr.  B.,  would  have  Ijeen  proved  from 
the  books  of  the  bank,  if  they  bad  been  iu- 
spected.  Failing  in  that,  the  proof  was  intel- 
l^bly  found  in  the  weekly  returns. 

Mr.  B.  had  a  fbrtfae^  view  to  Rive  of  tlie  pros- 
perity of  the  conutiT,  and  ftarmer  eridenoe  to 
show  that  all  the  distress  really  snflbred  was 
ftotitiona  and  unnatnraL  Xt  was  in  the  great 
increase  of  money  in  the  United  States  during 
the  last  year  and  a  half.  He  spoke  of  money ; 
not  paper  promises  to  pay  money,  but  the  thing 
itself— reu  gold  and  silver — and  aflSrmed  that 
there  was  a  clear  gain  of  from  eighteen  to 
twenty  millions  of  Bpecie.  within  the  time  that 
he  had  mentioned.  He  then  took  up  the  cos- 
tom-honse  returns  to  verify  this  important 
statement,  and  to  let  the  people  see  that  the 
country  was  uevfer  bo  well  off  for  money  as  at 
the  very  time  that  it  was  proclaimed  to  be  in 
the  lowest  ^te  of  poverty  and  misery.  He 
first  showed  the  impwts  and  exp<»t>  of  mecaa 
'  and  bullion  for  the  year  ending  the  80ui  oi 
September,  1888.   It  was  as  follows : 

Ytar  truUng  Septtmher  80,  183S. 

Jjnports.  Exports. 
Gold  bnOiOD,  $48,267  $26,776 

BWet  do.  297,840 
Gold  coin,  S68,68S  496,890 

Olverdo.  6,100,079  1,722,190 


$7,070,868  $2,244,861 

ICr,  B.  baraig  read  over  this  statement,  re- 
mariud  npon  it,  t^t  it  presented  a  clear  bal- 
ance linear  fire  millions  of  specie  in  fiivor  <^ 
the  United  States  on  the  first  day  of  October 
las^  without  oonntii^  at  least  another  million 
which  was  brought  by  passengers,  and  not  put 
npon  the  custom-honse  books.  It  might  be  as- 
sumed, he  said,  that  there  was  a  dear  accession 
of  six  millions  of  specie  to  ^e  money  of  the 
United  States  on  the  morning  of  that  very  day 
which  bad  been  pitched  upon  by  all  the  distress 
orators  in  the  ooontiy  to  date  the  nihi  aol 
desolatioa  of  the  ooontiy. 


Ur.  B.  then  ahowed  a  statement  of  the  im- 
ports and  exports  of  specie  and  bullion,  from 
the  first  of  October.  1888,  to  the  11th  oiJma, 
instant.  It  was  as  Mows : 


Oeteier  lit  to  June  lltk. 


GoM  buDion, 
^rer  do. 
Gold  coin, 
aiverdo. 


Imports. 
$ft04s491 
Sfia,617 
410,907 
10,16«,80B 

$11,1S8,»M 


EzportL 
$11,177 
1,876 
87,670 


$998,761 


Hr.  B.  runarfced,  n^  tiiis  statement,  that 
it  presented  a  dear  gaur  ct  more  than  ten  nul- 
lions  of  dfdlara.  He  was  of  opinion  that  two 
millions  ought  to  I>e  added  for  snins  not  en- 
tered at  the  OQstom-house,  which  wonld  make 
twelve  millions ;  and  added  to  the  six  millions 
of  1888,  wonld  give  eighteen  millions  of  spede 
of  clear  gain  to  the  counb^  in  the  last  twenty 
months.  This,  he  said,  was  prosperity.  It 
was  wealth  itself;  and  besides,  it  snowed  that 
the  country  was  not  in  debt  for  its  large  im- 
portations, and  that  a  lai^r  pn^rtion  of  for- 
eign imports  now  consisted  m  specie  tlian  was 
ever  known  before.  Ur.  B.  partjeolariied  the 
imports  and  exports  ot  gold:  how  the  fiRmer 
had  increased,  and  the  latter  diminished,  during 
the  last  few  mouths ;  and  sud  thiA  a  great 
amount  of  ^Id,  lx>th  foreign  and  domestic, 
was  now  waiting  in  the  country  to  see  if  Con- 
gress would  raise  gold  to  its  fur  value.  If  so 
rused,  this  gold  wonld  remain,  and  enter  into 
circulation ;  if  not,  it  would  immediately  go  off 
to  foreign  countries,  for  gold  was  not  a  thiog  to 
stay  where  it  was  undervalued.  He  also  awke 
of  silver,  and  said  that  it  had  arrived  witnont 
law,  but  could  not  remain  without  law.  Unless 
Congress  passed  an  act  to  make  it  current,  and 
tliat  at  fu&  value  as  money,  and  not  at  the  mint 
Tilne^  aa  buUioB,  it  would  go  ofC. 

Mr.  B.  recairitnlated  the  eridencea  d  natitmal 
prosperity— increased  impnis — revenne  Ihnn 
custmns  exceeding  the  eatamatfr— Increased  reve- 
nue from  public  lands— increased  amounts  of 
specie — above  eleven  millions  of  avulable  ianit 
now  in  the  treasury — domeetio  and  foreign  com- 
meroe  active — the  price  of  produce  and  prop- 
erty fur  and  good — labor  everywhere  findi:^ 
employment  and  reward — ^more  money  in  the 
coaot^  than  ever  was  in  it  at  any  one  time 
before — the  numerous  advertisements  for  the 
purchase  of  slaves,  in  the  papers  of  this  city,  for 
the  Southern  market,  which  iadicated  the  high 
price  of  Sonthun  products— uid  affirmed  liis 
conscientioos  belief  that  tlte  country  waa  more 
prosperona  at  this  time  than  at  any  period  of 
Its  existeause ;  and  inveighed  in  tennt  of  atrmg 
indignation  against  the  arte  and  wtiGcee  which, 
for  the  last  six  months,  had  disturbed  and  agi- 
tated the  country,  and  done  serious  mischief  to 
many  individuals.  He  r^retted  the  miscamaga 
of  the  attempt  to  examine  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  whitui  he  believed  would  have  onnpleted 
the  proof  againat  that  inatitotiuL  ior  its  iharft 
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in  getting  np  an  unnatural  and  fiactitions  scene 
of  diatress,  m  the  midst  of  real  prosperity.  But 
be  did  not  limit  his  invective  to  the  hsak,  bnt 
came  direcUv  to  the  Senate,  and  charged  a  full 
ahare  upon  me  theatrioal  distress  speeches,  de- 
livered upon  the  floor  of  the  Seoato,  in  imita- 
tion of  Vc^^'b  Boliloqay  over  the  rains  of 
Fahnyra.  Be  repeated  some  passages  from  the 
most  aSboting  of  these  lamentatitms  over  the 
desolation  d  the  ooontiy,  saoh  as  Ibe  Senate 
had  been*  accustomed  to  hear  abont  the  time 
of  the  New  York  and  Virginia  elections.  '*  The 
eanal  a  solitude  I  The  lake  a  desert  waste  of 
waters  I  That  populous  citr  lately  resounding 
with  the  hum  of  busy  mnltitndes,  now  silent 
and  sad  I  A  whole  nation,  in  the  midst  of  un- 
paralleled  prosperity,  anA  Arcadian  felicilr,  snd- 
oenly  strnck  into  traverty,  and  plonged  into 
onatterable  woe,  by  the  direftil  act  of  one 
man  I  "  Such,  said  Ur,  B.,  were  the  lamenta- 
tions over  the  raina,  not  of  the  Tadmor  in  the 
desert,  but  ot  tills  America,  whose  true  oondi- 
tien  70a  have  Jvst  seen  exhibited  in  the  fiiith- 
M  reptot  of  the  Secretary  of  tiie  Treasury. 
"Sot  evtti  the  "basdess  &bric  of  a  vinon  "  was 
ever  more  destitate  of  foundation,  than  tiiose 
lamentable  aooounts  of  desolation.  The  lamen- 
tation has  ceased;  the  panic  has  gone  off; 
would  to  God  he  could  follow  ont  the  noble  line 
of  the  poet,  and  say,  "leaving  not  a  wreck 
behind."  Bat  he  could  not  say  that.  There 
were  wrecks  I  wrecks  of  merchants  in  every 
city  in  which  the  bank  tried  its  cruel  policy, 
and  wrecks  of  banks  in  this  District,  where  the 
panie  nMOches  fell  thickest  and  loudest  upon  the 
ears  of  an  astonished  and  terrified  community  I 
Bat,  ODntinaed  Hr.  B.,  the  game  is  np ;  the 
alarm  is  over ;  the  people  are  tired  of  it ;  the 
agitators  have  ceased  to  work  the  engine  of 
^rm.  A  month  ago  he  had  said  it  was  "  tiie 
last  of  pea-time  "  with  these  distress  memorials ; 
he  wonld  now  nse  a  bolder  figure,  and  say, 
that  the  Secretary's  report,  just  read,  had  ex- 
pelled forever  the  ghost  of  alarm  from  the 
chamber  of  the  Senate.  All  ghosts,  said  Mr. 
B^  are  afraid  of  the  light  The  crowing  of  the 
cook — the  break  of  day — ^remits  them  all,  the 
whole  shadowy  tribe,  to  their  dark  and  dreary 
abodes.  How  then  can  this  poor  ghost  of  alarm, 
which  has  done  scch  hard  service  for  six 
months  past,  how  can  it  stand  the  fall  light, 
the  broad  ^are,  the  dear  snnshine  of  the  Seo- 
retary'B  report  ?  "  Alas,  poor  gliost  I "  The 
lAade  of  the  "noble  Dane  "never  quits  the 
stage  under  a  more  inexorable  law  than  the  one 
which  now  drives  thee  away!  This  report, 
replete  with  plain  facts  and  Inmtnons  truths, 

Snto  to  fiight  the  apparition  of  distress,  breaks 
own  the  whole  machinery  of  alarm,  and  proves 
that  the  American  people  are,  at  this  day,  the 
most  prosperous  people  on  which  the  benracent 
son  of  heaven  did  ever  shine  I 

Kr.  B.  congratulated  himself  that  the  spectre 
of  distress  conld  never  be  made  to  cross  the 
MississippL  It  made  but  slow  progress  any- 
where in  the  Great  Yalley,  but  was  balked  at 


the  King  of  Floods.  A  letter  from  St.  Louis 
informed  him  that  an  attempt  had  just  been 
made  to  get  np  a  distress  meeting  in  the  town 
of  St.  Louis,  but  without  effect.  The  officers 
were  obtained,  and  according  to  the  approved 
role  of  such  meetings,  they  were  converts  from 
Jacksonism ;  bnt  there  the  distress  proceedings 
stopped,  and  took  another  turn.  The  farce 
ooidd  not  be  played  in  that  town.  The  actors 
wonld  not  mount  the  stage. 

Ur.  B.  spoke  of  the  circulation  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  and  sud  that  its  notes 
might  be  withdrawn  without  beioe  felt  or 
known  by  the  commnmty.  It  contributed  but 
four  millions  and  a  quarter  to  the  circulation  at 
this  time.  He  verified  this  statement  by  show- 
ing that  the  bank  bad  twelve  millions  and  a 
quarter  of  specie  in  its  vaults,  and  bnt  sixteen 
millions  and  a  half  of  notes  in  circulation.  The 
difference  was  four  millions  and  a  quarter ;  and 
tiiat  was  the  precise  amount  which  l^at  gigan- 
tic Institntion  now  contributed  to  the  circula- 
tion of  the  conntry  1  Only  four  milliras  and  a 
qnarter.  If  the  gold  bill  passed,  and  raised 
gold  sixteen  to  one,  there  would  he  more  than 
that  amount  of  gold  in  circulation  in  three 
months.  The  foreign  coin  bill,  and  the  gold 
bill,  would  give  the  country  many  dollars  in 
specie,  without  Interest,  for  each  paper  dollar 
which  the  bank  issaes,  and  for  which  tibe 
country  pays  so  dearly.  The  dissolution  of 
the  bank  wonld  turn  out  twelve  millions  and  a 
quarter  of  specie,  to  circulate  among  the  peo- 
ple ;  and  the  sooner  that  is  done  the  bett^  it 
will  be  for  the  country. 

The  bank  is  now  a  nuisance,  sud  Hr.  B. 
With  upwards  of  twelve  millions  in  spede  and 
less  than  seventeen  millions  in  rdrcnlstioii,  and 
(mlyfif^-two  millions  of  loans,  it  protends  that 
it  cannot  lend  a  dollar,  not  even  to  bnmnesa 
men,  to  be  returned  in  sixty  days ;  when,  two 
years  ago,  with  only  six  millions  of  spede  saS. 
twenty-two  millions  of  circulation,  it  ran  np 
its  loans  to  seventy  millions.  The  president 
of  the  bank  then  swore  that  all  above  six  mil- 
Uons  of  specie  was  a  surplus  1  How  is  it  now 
with  near  double  as  mach  specie,  and  five  mil- 
lions less  of  notes  oat,  and  twelve  millions  leas 
of  debt  t  The  bank  needs  less  specie  than  any 
other  banking  institution,  becattse  its  notes  are 
receivable,  by  law,  in  all  federal  payments; 
and  from  that  circumstance  alone  would  be 
enrrent,  at  par,  although  the  bank  itself  ml^ 
be  wholly  nnable  to  redeem  them.  Booh  a 
bank  is  a  nuisance.  It  is  the  dog  In  the  manger. 
It  might  lend  money  to  bnsiness  men,  at  siuui 
dates,  to  the  last  di^  of  ita  existence ;  yet 
»gns  are  for  a  new  pressure ;  a  new  game  of 
distress  for  the  fiiill  elections  in  PeimsylTania, 
New  York,  and  Ohio.  If  that  game  should  be 
attempted,  Mr,  B.  s^^d,  it  would  have  to  be 
done  without  excuse,  for  the  bank  wtas  full  of 
money ;  without  pretext,  for  the  deposit  iarce 
is  over ;  wilhodt  the  dd  of  panic  speeches, 
for  the  Senate  will  not  be  in  ses^on. 

Ht.  B.  saul,  that  among  the  strange  events 
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whioli  took  place  ia  this  vorld,  nothing  oonld 
be  more  strange  than  to  find,  ia  our  own  conn- 
try,  and  in  the  19th  century,  any  practical  111ns- 
tration  of  the  ancient  doctrine  of  the  metemp- 
gyohosis.  Stranger  still,  if  that  doctriDo  ahomd 
be  so  far  improved,  as  to  take  effect  in  sonlless 
bodies ;  for,  according  to  the  fomiders  of  the 
doctrine,  tlie  soul  alone  could  transmigrate. 
Kov,  corporations  bad  no  souls;  that  waa 
law,  laid  down  by  all  the  books ;  and  of  all 
corporations,  moneyed  ones,  especially,  and 
above  all,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  was 
most  soulless.  Yet,  the  mmor  was,  that  this 
bank  intended  to  attempt  the  operation  of 
effecting  a  transfer  of  her  soul ;  and  after  snb- 
mitting  to  death  in  her  present  form,  to  rise  up 
in  a  new  one.  Ur.  B.  said  he,  for  one,  should 
be  ready  for  the  old  sinner,  come  in  tiie  body 
of  what  beast  it  might.  No  form  should  de- 
ceive him,  not  even  if  it  condescended,  in  its 
new  shape,  to  issne  from  Wall  Street,  instead  of 
Oheetnut  1 

A  word  more,  and  Mr.  B.  was  done.  It  was 
a  word  to  those  gentlemen  whose  declarations, 
many  ten  thousand  times  issued  from  this  floor, 
had  deluded  a  hundred  thousand  people  to  send 
memorials  here,  certifying  what  wose  gen- 
tlemen so  incontinently  repeated,  that  the  re- 
moval of  the  depoota  had  made  the  distress, 
and  nothing  but  the  restoration  of  ibt  deposits, 
or  the  renewal  of  the  charter,  could  remove 
the  distress  1  Weill  the  deponta  are  not 
restored,  and  the  charter  is  not  renewed ;  and 
yet  the  distress  is  gone  1  What  is  the  infer- 
ence ?  Why  that  gentlemen  are  convicted,  and 
condemned,  upon  their  own  argmnent  1  They 
leave  this  obambeT  to  go  home,  self-coDvioted 
upon  the  very  test  which  they  themselves 
have  established ;  and  after  having  declared,  for 
six  months  upon  this  fioor,  that  the  removal 
of  the  deposits  made  the  distress,  and  nothing 
bat  the^  restoration,  or  tiie  renewal  of  the  bank 
charter,  oonld  relieve  it,  and  that  they  would 
sit  here  nntil  the  dog-day  a.  and  the  winter  sol- 
stice, to  effect  this  restoration  or  renewal ;  they 
now  ^  home  in  good  time  for  harvest,  without 
eflboting  the  restoration  or  the  renewal ;  and 
find  everywhere,  as  tiiey  go,  the  evidences  of 
the  highest  pro^ierity  wlwih  ever  blessed  the 
land.  TesI  repeated  and  exdumed  Mr.  B. 
with  great  emphans,  the  deposits  are  not  re- 
stored—'the  charter  is  not  renewed — the  distress 
IS  gone — and  the  distress  speeches  have  ceased  1 
Ko  more  lamentation  over  the  desolation  of 
the  land  now ;  and  a  gentleman  who  should 
nndertake  to  eatert^  Senato  again  in  that 
way,  in  the  fooe  of  the  present  national  pros- 
perity—in  the  fhoe  of  the  present  r^rt  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnzy,  wonld  be  stared 
at,  as  the  l^Jans  were  aocnstomed  to  store  at 
the  frantic  exhibitions  of  Priam's  distracted 
datuhter,  while  vaticinatiog  the  downfall  of  Troy 
in  we  midst  of  the  heroic  exploits  of  Hector. 

Mr.  Wbbsteb  here  made  some  remarks. 

Mr.  Oeambbbb  said,  that  .when  lessons  were 
adndnistercd  on  this  floor  avowed)^  for  the 
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edification  of  the  American  people,  it  might 
not  be  anuss  to  qualify  general  remarks  of 

proper  limitations  and  restrictions  to  conform 
to  the  actual  condition  of  the  subject.  Now, 
air,  if  any  portion  of  the  American  people 
shall  be  led  to  suppose  that  any  thing  in  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  now  read  is  cuculated 
to  show  the  inoffensive  character  of  the  lata 
Executive  measures,  he  would  say  they  would 
be  led  to  a  conclusion  utterly  fallacions. 

I  am  one  of  those,  Mr.  President,  by  whom 
predictions  have  been  made,  as  well  in  regard 
to  the  ruinous  consequences  of  the  Executive 
ocmduct  as  to  its  probable  effect  on  the  revenue. 
I  had  the  honor  to  be  among  the  first,  perhaps 
the  first,  on  this  floor,  to  venture  the  resuU  of 
a  feeble  Judgment  as  to  tihe  probable  conse- 
quences npon  the  importations  and  the  revenue. 
Nothing  in  this  report  lessens,  in  the  slightest 
degree,  my  confidence  in  the  opinions  hereto- 
fore advanced.  How  should  it?  The  report 
informs  us  of  the  amount  of  importations,  and 
t^e  accruing  revenue,  for  the  first  quarter  of 
the  present  year.  I  so  understand  it,  from  hear- 
ing a  part  of  it  read  at  your  table :  no  other 
means  have  been  afforded  me  to  ascertain  its 
contents,  much  less  to  prepare  full  notes  for  a 
speech  upon  the  report,  as  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  (Mr.  Benton)  seems  to  have  don& 
Well,  air,  does  any  thing  in  the  character  w 
amount  of  importations  in  the  first  three 
months  of  this  year  prove  any  fact  in  regard 
either  to  the  effect  of  the  Executive  measures, 
or  to  the  accuracy  of  onr  predictions  t  Most 
oertwnly  not  Every  man  who  knows  any 
thing  of  the  subject,  knows  well  that  there  are 
two  principal  seasons  of  importations ;  one  in 
the  spring  for  the  demand  and  consumption  of 
spring  and  summer,  and  another  in  the  summer 
or  early  fall,  for  the  demand  and  consumption  of 
fall  and  winter.  We  all  know  that  the  goods 
thus  imported  are  ordered  a  considerable  time 
before  they  arrive  in  this  oountiT^ ;  that  they 
are  made,  manufactured  to  order,  before  th^ 
are  shipped  from  abroad.  If,  then,  these  im- 
portations mentimed  in  the  report  were  order- 
ed in  the  usual  way  of  trade,  in  season  for  tiie 
orders  to  have  been  received  abroad,  tiie  goods 
purchased  and  shipped,  and  to  arrive  in  the 
United  States  before  the  first  of  May — and  of 
these  facts  no  doubt  could  be  en^rtained — it  was 
evident  they  afforded  not  the  smallest  proof 
whatever  of  the  influence  of  measnres  which 
operated  at  a  much  later  period.  It  is  idle  to 
attempt  to  apply  any  prediction  made  here  to 
tiie  period  embraced  in  this  report.  Mr.  0. 
sud  ne  happened  to  have  in  his  drawer  one  oS 
those  lettcro  upon  -wideh  he  had  ventured  the 
(^nnicHi  apreued ;  and  to  show  how  far  it 
can  be  tortured  into  a  qieoolation  npon  the 
state  or  amount  of  importations  ending  on  the 
first  of  April,  he  wonld  read  an  extract.  The 
letter  says,  "  The  drygood  merchants  have 
not  (they  say)  ordered  more  than  ose-half 
their  nsnal  supply  of  goods  for  t.he  faU.  Thia 
will  effect  the  revenue  of  this  and  the  next  year. 
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in  which  case  the  remnaat  of  the  debt  will  lie 
OTertbat  the  'experiment*  may  have  a  full 
triaL"  Kow,  sir,  let  the  administration  and 
its  frienda,  in  the  absence  of  anj  better  occasion 
for  joy,  make  themselveg  happy  in  the  glorious 
triumph  which  they  announce ;  and  let  them 
flap  their  wings  and  crow  becaose  the  importa- 
tions of  the  first  qnari»r  do  not  show  the 
diminution  which  we  predicted  would  occur  in 
the  third  quarter,  and  the  last. 

There  was  some  difficulty  in  meeting  such  an 
ai^ument  aa  the  Senate  had  just  heard.  In 
one  part  of  it,  we  are  distinctly  told  there  is  no 
distKaa,  no  prepare,  no  pecuniary  embarrass- 
ment ;  on  the  contrary,  the  oountry  never  was 
more  prosperoua,  business  never  more  aotive 
or  profitable,  mone^  never  more  plenty.  These 
positions  are  boastingly  made,  and  stand  out 
prominently  in  the  speech  which  has  cheered 
this  report  as  the  extinguisher  of  all  the  fond- 
est hopes  and  speculations  of  the  oppontion. 
Well,  sir,  if  this  is  the  issue,  we  are  prepared  to 
meet  it;  the  oountry  is  prepared  to  pass  upon 
it,  and  we  think  that  melancholy  experience 
will  enable  every  man  to  give  his  verdict. 
But,  sir,  with  an  incongruity  which  is  incom- 
prehensible, the  loud  peialB  of  trimnphant  exul- 
tation have  not  ceased  to  vibrate  on  oar  ears 
before^  in  the  speedi,  we  find  it  dlstinotlj  as- 
serted and  reiterated  in  terms  the  harshest 
dennnciatlon  and  "  invective,"  that  the  bank 
has  caused  the  distress — that  jpanio  speeches  in 
tiie  Senate,  have  caused  the  distress — ^bave  pro- 
duced "  wreck  of  merchants  in  every  city,"  It 
ia  certainly  difficult  to  reconcile  two  positions 
apparentiy  so  utterly  opposed.  To  believe  that 
the  bank  or  the  Senate,  or  both,  have  produced 
a  degree  of  distress  which  filled  our  cities  with 
"  wrecks and  at  the  same  time  to  believe 
that  this  report  and  other  evidences  "  utterly 
oontradictea  the  idea  of  distress  and  commercial 
embarraasmoit  whidi  had  been  propacated  from 
tUs  chamber  fbr  the  last  cdz  montns  " — that 
"never  unoe  America  had  a  place  among 
natioufl  was  the  prosperity  of  the  country 
equal  to  what  it  is  at  tois  day  — will  rec^ire, 
in  my  poor  opinion,  more  eredolitrr  than  is  to 
be  found  in  the  most  benighted  region  of  this 
'wide-spread  Union.  Sir,  it  ia  fully  to  teU  a 
man  nnking  and  dying  with  disease,  and  con- 
scious of  his  condition,  that  all  his  ^mptoms 
indicate  health  and  strength  and  v^r,  and 
promise  long  life ;  and  yet  such  is  the  experi- 
ment now  made.  The  g(X>d  people  of  tiic  ooun- 
try, the  farmers,  the  merchant^  the  manofeo- 
tnrera,  mechanics,  and  laborers,  who  feel  them- 
■dves  diseased  and  dying  under  the  fatal  mal- 
aAj  of  Ezecntive  rashness  and  indisoretion,  are 
oalmly  aaked  to  believe  that  they  were  never  so 
prosperous,  never  so  happy,  never  so  independ- 
ent. They  will  not  be  persuaded  or  cf^oled  by 
any  report  of  a  Secretary,  nor  will  they  be  con- 
vinced by  any  studied  commentary  upon  it. 

Since  I  have  known  any  tiling  of  public 
aflEisirB,  never  have  I  known  our  yeoman- 
ry BO  perfeotiy  to  underBtand,  so  generally 


to  disonss,  and  so  cordi^y  to  detest,  any  meas- 
ure of  the  Federal  £»catlve,  as  its  course  in 

relation  to  the  United  States  Bank.  They  feel 
its  effects;  they  writhe  under  them;  and  if 
every  CongressioDal  district  in  the  United 
States  be  equally  intelligent  and  equally  hon- 
est, after  the  next  election,  the  Frerident  will 
not  have  a  single  friend  returned  to  the  House 
of  Representatives. 

I  do  not  mean,  Ur,  Frerident,  to  go  over  the 
beaten  ground  of  bank  distress  or  puiic-speech 
distress.  The  varied  tones  of  assault  upon  the 
bank  are  now  understood.  One  day  tiie  in- 
sdvent  institatifm,  which  in  a  little  month 
shoold  be  prostrate  at  the  Executive  foot-rtool ; 
the  next,  the  ^gsntic  monster,  which,  like  the 
golden  tm,  was  the  otject  of  our  idolatry,  now 
useless  and  insufficient,  and  ci^ble  of  nothing 
but  what  local  banks  might  effect ;  and  now  the 
fearful  en^ne  whose  resistiess  power  would 
crush  the  hbertaes  of  the  nation,  and  bring  its 
Qovemment  into  subjection,  as  it  had  brought 
our  people  into  distress  and  rain.  The  history 
of  the  bank  operations,  happily  for  those  who 
desire  to  arrive  at  trutn,  is  contained  in 
ofScial  documents.  The  extent  of  loans  and 
curtailments,  ezpnnuon  and  oontraotitui,  may 
be  known  by  authentic  proot 

Mr.  Wkbstbb  modified  hii  motion  to  refer  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  moved  that  the 
oommonioation  be  laid  on  the  table  and  print- 
ed ;  whioh  was  agreed  to. 

Foreign  Siher  Coint. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wkbstbb,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  tjie  bill  &om 
the  House  to  regulate  foreign  silver  coios. 

Ur.  W.  said  uiat  this  was  a  measure  of  great 
importance  to  the  commercial  community,  and 
he  hoped  that  there  would  be  no  delay  in  pass- 
ing on  it.  He  had  some  amendments,  whi(^ 
the  Oommittee  on  Fioanoe  had  mroposed,  and 
which  he  would  briefly  state.  The  bill,  as  it 
came  from  t^e  Honse,  ^  not  r^^olate  the 
w^ht  of  odns.  He  luid  received  a  commnni- 
oation  f^m  the  director  of  the  mint,  aad  also 
one  from  the  oommittee  of  the  other  House,  on 
the  subject,  and  he  bdieved  they  were  right  in 
the  opinion  that  the  weight  of  coins  should  be 
eatablished.  The  first  amendment,  therefore, 
proposed,  was  to  make  the  limitation  of  the 
dollar  to  the  weight  of  416  grains ;  t^e  next  to 
establish  the  weight  of  the  French  five- franc 
pieces  at  8B4  grains. 

These  amendments  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  had  another  amendment  to 
propose,  whioh  had  been  snggested  to  him 
the  ^rwtor  of  the  mint ;  it  was  on  fi^ng  the 
fineness  of  the  South  American  dollar.  The 
Senate  would  recollect  that,  by  the  bill,  the 
dollar  was  regulated,  "  when  of  not  less  fine- 
ness than  ten  oonoee,  fifteen  pemiywdgbts,  and 
twelve  grains,  of  pure  silver,  in  the  troy  pound 
of  twelve  ounces  of  standard  silver,  at  one  hun- 
dred and  sixteen  cents  and  one-tenth  of  a  oent 
per  ounce."  Now  it  was  proposed  to  Btri^ 
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oat  these  12  grains,  which  wonld  still  leave 
the  Sonth  American  dollar  of  the  valne  of  one 
hondred  cents ;  but  if  the  twelve  grains  were 
retuned,  it  would  exdade  a  great  many  of 
tlio  South  American  coins  which  were,  worth 
the  American  dollat*.  He  therefore  moved  to 
strike  oat  the  twelve  grains ;  which  was  agreed 
to. 

The  amendments  were  then  ordered  to  be 
engroawdf  and  the  IhII  pasted  to  its  third  read- 
big. 

OmpauaUfin  to  3fr.  jPotttr. 

The  resolution  eabmitted  by  Mr.  ■Whisht,  to 
compensate  the  honorable  Elisha  B.  Potter,  for 
his  attendance  while  claimtDg  a  seat  in  the 
Senate,  under  the  authority  of  a  certificate  of 
tiie  Ckivemor  (rf  Rhode  Island,  was  taken  np. 

Mr.  Bibb  moved  to  strike  oat  the  words  "  is 
entitled  to  receive  his  compensation,"  and  to 
Insert  in  lien  Uiereo^  *'  ought,  under  the  cir- 
onmstanoes,  to  be  paid: "  which 

Mr.  WuoHT-aooepted  as  an  unendment. 

Mr.  OLA.T  then  moved  to  refer  the  resolntion 
to  the  Jndidaiy  Oommittee,  and  the  motion 
was  agreed  to. 


Thubbdat,  June  19. 

^gn«r»  to  DiBtreu  MsmoriaU  -Additional  £^u- 
meraUm — GnuoUdatad  Svmbart. 

The  Chaib  oommnnieated  an  additional  re- 
port fnnn  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  made  in 
compUonoe  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
showing  ^«  number  of  signers  to  the  various 
memorials  presented  to  the  Senate  of  the  tTaitfid 
States,  on  the  subject  of  tbe  national  finances, 
and  the  expediency  of  a  national  bank,  for  and 
agunst  the  measures  of  the  Executive  on  these 
subjects ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gli.t,  to  print 
them  for  the  use  of  the  Senate, 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  asked  for  the  reading  of  the 
Secretary*!  report ;  and  the  report  having  been 
read, 

Mr.  F.  said  his  otfject  was  to  ascertain 
from  the  Seoetary  whether  any  attempt  had 
been  made  to  purge  these  memorials,  to  learn 
bov  many  signatures  were  to  be  found  on 
different  fides.  Memorials  and  countei^merao- 
rlals  had  been  suit  In,  In  both  of  whidi,  in 
many  instances,  tiie  same  names  were  to  be 
found.  He  recollected  the  many  memorials 
from  Philadelphia,  comiog  from  classes,  sepa- 
ndwd  into  merchants,  mechanics,  professional 
and  business  men,  and  young  men  also,  like 
the  stage-players,  where  one  man  represents 
several  different  characters.  There  was  another 
circumstance  also  to  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion, and  that  was,  the  natural  dispoution  of 
human  nature  to  complain.  Those  who  were 
satisfied  with  the  present  state  of  thiogs  were 
not  HO  apt  to  come  before  Oongress  with  e<mi- 
pUints  as  those  in  the  oppodtiou,  whose  ol^ect 
b  to  magnify  ima^nary  grievanoes.  The  lai^ 
est,  meeting,  he  believed,  from  which  a  memo- 
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rial  had  come,  was  the  one  at  Baltimore,  and 
that  was  agunst  the  bank.  Mr.  P.  said  he 
would  not,  however,  oppose  the  printing, 
though  he  believed  it  penecti;^  unneoesaaiy. 
The  Senate  might  take  the  question,  and  decide 
as  it  pleased. 

Mr.  Cut  sdd  it  was  somewhat  remarkable 
that  the  honorable  Senator,  though  he  thought 
tiie  petitions  and  memorials  which  had  been 
presented  to  the  S«iate  were  no  test  of  pnblio 
opinion^  and  were  of  very  littie  value,  should 
have  taken  so  much  paina  to  blunt  the  effect  of 
the  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  names  of  indi- 
viduals who  had  solicited  relief.  If  it  was 
worth  nothing,  the  honorable  Senator  bad  better 
reserve  his  speech  for  a  more  suitable  occaaon' 
than  the  present.  'Wliatt  was  the  right  of 
petition  worth  nothing?  Was  it  of  no  conse- 

aaenoe  to  hraiorable  Senators  that  thousands  of 
tieir  fellow-citizens  should  send  to  tiiem  peti- 
tions uid  memorials,  compluninff  of  an  act 
of  Executive  authority  ?  Why,  l£e  honorable 
member  had  said,  that  there  were  a  great  many 
of  his  friends  who  would  have  come  here,  but 
they  were  apprehensive  lest  they  should  find 
unwilling  ears.  Now  who  could  believe  it? 
Why,  then,  did  they  not  go  to  the  House  1 
What  sort  of  ears  would  they  find  there? 
Honorable  Senators  knew,  that,  in  point  fact, 
memorials  had  generally  been  in  duplicate,  and 
the  same  number  bad  been  sent  here  as  to 
the  other  House.  Why  not  go  there?  But 
the  honorable  member  had  said  there  were 
many  instances  in  which  tiie  names  of  those 
whose  petitiffiu  had  been  presented  here  did 
not  appear.  So  tiiere  were,  and  be  (Mr.  0.) 
wished  that  all  of  them  could  be  obtuned.  In 
proof  of  what  the  honorable  Senator  had  said, 
he  alluded  to  the  Philadelphia  meeting,  which 
was  attended  by  16,000,  and  the  Baltimore 
meeting,  consisting  of  6,000.  Now,  be  (Mr.  0.) 
believed  that  there  was  a  much  less  number 
at  Baltimore,  and  a  greater  at  Philadelphia. 
That,  said  Mr.  O.,  would  make  our  number 
166,000,  and  the  honorable  Senator's  23,000. 

With  regard  to  the  figurante  of  this  drama, 
they  are  confined  to  the  gentleman^s  own  thea- 
tre. In  one  <rf  the  memorials  from  New  York 
were  to  be  found  the  names  of  John  Doe  and 
Biohard  Roe,  and  also  the  worthy  name  of 
yourself  sir,  (meaning  the  Vice  President,) 
who  could  not  possibly  be  suspected  of  signing 
such  a  memonal,  and  certuuly  a  great  many 
others  that  were  improperly  affixed  to  petitions. 
Purge  the  memorials  1  The  Senator  might  as 
well  try  to  purge  the  General  Post  OflSce.  It 
could  not  be  done :  he  (Mr.  0.)  wished  it  could. 
Why,  if  the  memorials  were  purged,  the  honor- 
able gentieman's  17,000  names  would  be  melted 
down  to  6,000.  He  (Mr.  C.)  was  glad  to  see 
that,  worthless  as  the  names  were  alleged  to 
be  by  the  honorable  Senator,  he  was  willing  to 
allow  them  to  be  printed.  1&.  0.  begged  to 
tender  him  his  most  profound  acknowledgments, 
and  trusted  that  the  names  would  be  printed. 
After  the  wder  for  printing  should  have  been 
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tAken,  he  voald  then  more  thftt  inother  thon- 
■and  sbonld  be  printed. 

The  printing  of  the  report  was  ordered,  and 
aa  extra  thousand  oopiep. 


Satdbdat,  June  21. 

Otneral  Appropriation  BiU — Booh  Pttrchcuat 
for  Memhertof  Congreu — Doexunmtary  Htt- 

tory  of  the  United  Stata. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wkbstbb,  the  general  ap- 
propriaUott  bill  was  taken  ap,  with  a  view  of 
acting  npon  the  amendments. 

Hr,  FoBSYTH  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
striking  ont  the  appropriation  for  the  Docu- 
mental History  of  the  United  States,  to  be 
pubUabed  hj  Peter  Foroe  and  Uatthev  Bt 
Oarke,  under  a  oontraot  with  tiie  De- 
partment of  Btat&  made  in  porsnance  of  the 
aot  of  OongresB  of  March,  188S,  and  to  insnt 
In  lien  thereof,  an  appropriation  of  $16,000, 
to  remimeTate  Clarke  and  Force  for  all  ex- 
penaes  incurred  by  them  hitiierto,  nnder  said 
contract. 

Mr.  F.  aaid  he  bad  be^  induced  to  sabmit 
thia  amendment,  nnder  a  sense  of  justice  both 
to  the  contractors  and  to  the  United  States. 
He  bdieved,  with  the  Comnuttee  on  Finance, 
who  bad  examined  into  thia  subject,  that  the 
8e<vetar7  of  State  had  far  exceeded  his  au- 
tiior^  in  entering  into  this  contract,  and  had 
not  <HU]r  mistaken  the  law,  but  had  not  the 
aBghtest  ides  of  the  expense  to  be  incurred  under 
it.  There  waa,  in  fact,  no  knowing  to  what 
extent  tiie  contract,  as  originally  made,  might 
be  extended.  It  might  run  from  one  up  to  two 
ndlhons  of  dollars.  It  was  true  the  contractors 
had  entered  into  supplementary  stipulations 
with  the  committee,  which  wonld  bring  down 
the  expense  to  somewhere  aboat  400,000  dol- 
lars. There  waa  no  member  of  Congress,  he 
belieTed,  who  ever  contemplated  any  thing  like 
moh  an  expense  at  the  time  the  law  was  passed, 
fifteen  thousand  dollars,  it  was  believed,  would 
be  sufficient  to  indemnify  the  contractOTs  for  any 
expenses  they  had  hitherto  incurred ;  bat,  if  it 
should  be  found  at  the  next  Beaatcm  of  Congress 
that  th^  had  inonrred  a  ftirther  damage,  it 
wonld  no  doubt  be  awarded  to  them.  It  was 

Eropoeed  to  have  the  anUeot  ftirther  examined 
ito  dnring  the  recess,  and  either  to  rescind  the 
contract,  giving  such  additional  compensation 
as  mi^t  be  deemed  just  and  proper,  or  to  carry 
it  on  with  suitable  reeti^ctions. 

Mr.  CoAHBXBS  said  the  subject  of  the  contract 
did  not  seem  to  be  well  understood  in  the  Sen- 
ate ;  and  ^is  misconception  was  likely  to  lead 
them  to  reftise  to  do  an  act  of  plain  and  dmple 
justioe.  He  then  gave  a  history  of  the  applica- 
tion for  this  contract ;  and  stated  that  the  use- 
f^eaa,  the  importance,  indeed  the  necessity, 
of  this  vork,  had  betti  estaUished  by  sufficient 
evidenoe.  The  Secretary  trf  State  had  been  em- 
powered, by  a  law  of  Oongress,  to  superintend 
the  Tork;  and,  in  ftdfilmoit  of  his  tnu^  he 
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bad  compelled  the  contractors  to  conform  their 
estimates  to  the  standard  of  a  similar  work  on 
another  subject.  The  contract  only  gives  to  tlie 
contractors  thejprice  of  printing  and  the  clerk- 
hire.  It  was  denied  by  the  contractors  tibat 
they  had  ever  contemplated  an  octenaon  of  tiie 
work  to  the  amount,  as  had  been  charged,  of 
more  tlum  a  million  of  dollars.  Under  tiie  lim- 
itation imposed  by  the  Committee  on  Finance^ 
it  is  believed  that  the  work  con  be  scarcdy 
completed,  and  it  will  be  indiapensable  to  ex- 
clude all  unnecessary  material,  and  superfiu- 
ous  expenditure.  Only  snch  documents  as  are 
indispensable  to  a  ooUeotion  of  materials  for 
the  ttatnre  historian  of  thia  country,  can  now  be 
included. 

Mr.  EiNo,  of  Qeor^a,  s^d  he  should  vote  to 
strike  ont  the  olaose  from  the  bill,  and  should 
tiien  vote  against  the  ammdment  of  his  col- 
league. He  thought  there  was  no  more  anthw- 
ity  m  Oon^rus  to  set  up  a  book  shop,  than  to 
set  up  a  milliner's  shop,  to  buy  books  for  mran- 
bers,  than  to  buy  bonnets  for  ladies.  He  refor- 
red  to  the  constitutional  powers  of  Congress, 
and  declared  that  from  none  of  them  waa  this 
authority  derived.  He  expressed  his  belief  that 
the  work,  if  authorized,  would  cost  the  Gov- 
ernment three  or  four  millions  of  dollars.  He 
disclaimed  any  intention  to  throw  censure  on 
the  contractors,  but  was  of  opinion  that  the 
contract  was  erroneonsly  and  unconstitutionally 
entered  into,  and  that  the  Secretary  of  State 
had  been  taken  in. 

Mr.  Hill  s^d :  Viewing,  as  I  do,  the  practice 
(A  supplying  members  of  Oongms  with  books 
at  the  public  expense  to  be  an  enormous  abase, 
I  have,  ever  since  I  had  a  seat  in  this  body,  and 
whenever  I  could  get  an  opportunity  of  record- 
ing my  aye  or  no,  voted  u;unst  every  propontiaa 
for  furnishing  them.  My  first  attempt  to  ob- 
tain a  vote  in  this  body  aguust  this  prac- 
tice, at  the  session  two  years  ago,  was  scouted 
as  "miserable  parsimony,"  by  one  Senator  near 
me,  (Mr.  FaEUNontrrsBN.)  I  then  opposed  the 
purchase  of  a  book,  published  for  the  benefit  of 
the  fiank  of  the  United  States,  containing  what 
purported  to  be  a  l^islative  history  of  the  rise 
and  progress  of  that  institution,  in  which  many 
of  the  most  important  speeches  and  proceedings 
are  entirely  omitted.  The  bank  book,  it  ia  be- 
lieved, was  published  at  the  instance  of  the 
l)ank  itself  which  liberally  paid  for  its  share  of 
the  editi<»i.  But  the  new  members  of  the  pres- 
ent Congress,  as  well  as  of  the  last,  have  all 
been  famished  with  the  same  book ;  and  I  pre- 
sume, so  long  as  any  books  shall  remain  in  the 
hands  of  the  publishers,  all  future  new  members 
will  be  hereafter  ftimished.  That  book,  made 
np  of  extracts  from  newspapers,  may  be  really 
worth,  as  other  similar  books  are  sold,  from  one 
to  two  dollars.  The  price  p^d  for  every  book 
taken  by  Congress  is  five  dollars. 

It  ia  now  siud  that  the  Documentary  Histoiy 
of  Matthew  St.  Clair  Clarke  and  Peter  Force, 
provided  for  by  an  aot  of  Oongress,  and  for 
whi<^  Ate  UU  under  omaderation  approiviates 
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thirty-fivo  thousand  dollars,  will  cost  a  vast 
sum  of  money — half  a  million  of  dollars  is  the 
lowest  oalculktion,  and  some  say  that  it  may 
cost  a  million  and  ft  half.  An  attempt  is  made 
to  make  the  late  Secretary  of  State  (Mr.  Liv- 
ingston)  responnble  for  Hie  rate  and  enormity 
of  this  oontracL  Rather  should  the  blame  go 
to  the  OoDgress  which  passed  the  law  than  to 
Mr.  livinffston.  I  well  remember  when  that 
law  passed  this  body. 

There  were  two  propositions  considered  at 
{he  same  time,  both  of  them,  I  believe,  reported 
OD,  and  sanctioned  by  the  Library  Oommittee, 
for  extensive  jobs  of  printing.  One  was,  on  the 
proposal  of  Duff  G-reen  to  publish  a  stereotype 
ediuoa  of  the  Laws  and  Treaties  of  the  United 
States,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents 
per  volume ;  and  the  other,  Olarke  and  Foroe's 
woposal  to  print  and  fdmiah  Hie  Documentary 
History  of  tne  Bevolution.  Both  propositions 
were  hastily  urged  through  the  Senate.  Duff 
Greenes  job  of  stereotyping  the  Laws  (which 
was  arrested  in  the  House  of  Bepresentatives) 
-would  have  oost  the  Treasury  from  one  to 
two  hundred  tJiousand  dollars ;  other  printers 
had  proposed  to  perform  the  work  at  less  than 
one-half  of  his  price.  The  mention  of  this  £sot 
appeued  to  have  no  effect  on  the  vote  of  the 
Senate.  I  asked  for  the  question  to  be  taken 
by  the  yeas  and  nays — it  was  so  taken,  and  you 
mil  find  but  seven  Senators  (Benton.  Black, 
IMckerson,  Foot,  Hill,  Bobinson,  and  Wilkins) 
voting  to  sustun  me — ^twenty-five  voting  against 
mj  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Immediately  after  this,  the  bill  making  pro- 
vision for  the  publication  of  the  Documentary 
^story  of  the  Bevolution  was  taken  up.  Mr. 
Foot  of  Connecticut,  was  in  the  chidr.  X  asked 
for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question,  Shall  it 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  tliird  time  t  Without 
waiting  to  call  the  attention  of  Senators  to  the 
question,  the  chainnan  declared  the  proposition 
for  the  yeas  and  nays  was  not  sust^ned ;  and 
both  bills  were  ooosidered  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  reported,  and  passed  on  by  tlie  Senate, 
in  less  time  than  I  have  been  speaking  about 
it  Ever  sinoe  that  time  I  have  deemed  it  a 
work  of  sapwerogation  in  me  to  oppose  any 
propositioQ  for  |)rinting  or  furnishing  books  for 
tiie  Denefit  of  prmters  in  this  District — and  have 
contented  myself  with  giving  a  silent  vote 
against  them  whenever  I  could  obtun  an  oppor- 
tunity. 

Mr.  Livingston  ought  not  to  be  blamed  for 
the  contract  made  with  Clarke  and  Force.  The 
fault  is  in  the  law,  not  in  the  contract.  How 
could  Mr.  Livineeton  limit  the  number  of  vol- 
umes, when  tiie  law  was  without  limit?  he  was 
taken  advantage  of  by  the  contractors — he 
oould  not  be  sapposod  to  know  that  «i  increase 
of  the  nnmbCT  of  copies,  or  the  increase  of  the 
size  of  t^e  volmnea,  would  make  an  enormous 
huvease  of  tiie  price.  Clarke  and  Foroe  knev 
well  enough  how  they  were  cheating  the  pnUio, 
as  well  when  they  smnggled  the  UU  throogta 
liie  two  Houses  <tf  Oongrea^  as  when  ti^maoe 
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the  contract  with  the  Secretary  of  State.  Why 
did  Congress  Iwislate  in  the  dark  on  this  sub- 
ject? Why  dif  th^  pass  a  law  requiring  the 
Secretary  ta  State  to  contract  for  an  imlimited 
amount  of  printiDg,  at  double  the  price  whidi 
the  same  printing  could  be  dcme  for  in  any 
other  city  m  the  Union  t  This  price  was  not 
fixed  by  Mr.  Livingston.  A  Secretary  of  State 
(Kr.  Clai)  under  the  last  administration,  made 
the  first  contract  for  publishing  Diplomatic 
Correspondence,  having  found  a  resolution  of 
Congress,  which  passed  several  years  before, 
authorizing,  or  supposed  to  authorize  it ;  and 
the  contractor  (Mr.  Jared  Sparks)  for  the  pub- 
lication of  a  few  volumes,  sold  his  privil^  to 
a  second  person  for  the  trifling  profit  of  ten 
thousand  dollars  I  The  price  of  that  first  con- 
tract is  made  by  law  the  baris  of  the  contract 
for  the  Docomentaiy  History,  lb.  livingston 
made  tiie  contract  as  the  law  required  him ;  he 
could  not  limit  the  number  of  vmmnes,  because 
the  law  did  not  limit  it. 

It  is  now  understood  that  the  contractors 
are  willing  to  limit  themselves.  The  price  of 
publishing  a  single  volume  of  fifteen  hundred 
copies,  is  calculated  at  22,900  dollars,  and  other 
expenses  will  make  it  25,000  dollars.  The  con- 
tractors will  limit  themselves  to  twenty  folio 
volumes  as  the  minunum ;  and  these  twenty 
folio  volumes  are  to  oost  600,000  dollars  I  Of 
what  value,  think  you,  Mr.  President,  will  be  a 
Docamentai7  History  of  the  Bevolution  of 
twMity  folio  Tf^mes?  It  would  be  as  ninefy- 
ninenains  of  wheat  In  one  hundred  bushels  « 
ohaC 

The  extra  printing— by  extra  printing,  I  mean 
not  any  portion  of  that  printing  doily  ordered 
by  the  Senate,  consisting  of  distress  petitions, 
with  the  names;  other  petitions  and  memori- 
als, reports  on  the  Post  Office,  &c.,  constituting 
what  is  annually  published  in  several  volumes, 
as  the  Journal  and  Dooumeats — the  extra  print- 
ing of  books  merely  for  the  purpose  of  fnrnish- 
ing  members  of  Congress,  voted  by  the  Senate 
at  the  last  session  alone,  would  amount,  if  aU 
the  proporitions  had  sacoeeded,  to  a  greater  sum 
of  money  than  the  whole  expense  <rf  a  rinole 
year  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  adminisbration.  Besides 
the  enormous  job  of  Clarke  and  Force,  and  the 
vote  on  the  proposition  to  stereotype  tne  Laws, 
there  was  another  job  voted  to  Doff  Green  for 
printing  the  Land  Law^  which  is  introduced 
m  the  present  appropriation  bill,  amounting  to 
forty-two  tbousaud  nine  hundred  and  sixty  dol- 
lars ;  and  a  resolution  passed  for  tiie  benefit  of 
Gales  and  Seaton,  allowing  them  further  to  ex- 
tend t^eir  compilation  of  Oongression^  Docu- 
ments eight  volumes  folio.  If  these  eight  folio 
volumes  cost  as  much  as  those  contractM  for  by 
Clarke  and  Force — and  as  yet  I  have,  after  dili- 
gent inquiry,  been  nnable  to  ascataia  what  Galea 
and  Beaton  are  paid  for  tliis  work— that  adiU- 
lional  job  to  them  will  amount  to  two  hundred 
tiiouauid  dollan.  It  is  troe  the  contract  with 
them  is  fmly  ft>r  seven  hundred  and  fifty  oopia 
instead  of  fifteen  hundred;  but  I  nnderatand 
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tiiey  poblisb  an  ad^tioiuil  seTen.  bnndred  and 
fifty  copies,  to  supply  members  of  Gongress 
hereafter.  Already  has  the  supply  for  Congress 
ran  oat ;  aod  at  this  session  a  resolution  has 
passed,  aothoriziiu;  the  Secretary  to  purchase 
more  for  the  Bopp^  of  the  nev  members  of  the 
Senate. 

I  may  safely  say  that  the  books  famished  to 
members  of  Congress  (and  eaob  new  member 
at  the  present  sesdon  has  already  been  snp- 
plied,  to  the  nnmber  of  about  seventy  Tolomes) 
cost  twice,  and  in  some  instances  four  times  the 
price  of  books  of  equal  aize  and  superior  value, 
that  are  to  be  obtained  in  the  meet  of  our  cities 
and  towns,  Oladly  wvold  I  retom  every  book 
I  have  reo^ved  and  {m^  for  their  transport  back 
to  tiie  seat  of  Qovermnent,  if  the  money  could 
be  returned  to  the  IVeasnxy,  which  has  been 
abstracted  to  procure  them.  These  books  are 
held  up  to  new  members  as  an  appeal  to  their 
onpldity.  It  is  said  at  once  that  all  the  old 
members  have  received  them,  and  that  the  new 
members  ought  to  cl^m  them  of  course.  And 
so  soon  09  you  receive  a  copy  of  the  common 
plunder,  so  soon,  in  the  estimation  of  some 
gentlemen,  are  yon  precluded  fhnn  voting 
against  others  or  yourself  receiving  more  of 
tbat  plunder.  I  found  a  portion  of  wese  books 
tied  up  in  bnndlea  and  left  at  my  rooms,  before 
I  took  my  oath  or  seat  in  this  hidl,  at  the  first 
aes^on  (»  the  last  ODngress.  If  I  had  been  a 
non-committal  before,  in  relation  to  the  pur- 
chase  of  books,  the  intention  was,  that  I  would 
not  set  out  in  my  Senatorial  career  a  non-com- 
n^ttal ;  and  the  language  to  me  was,  immedi- 
ately, Having  partaken  of  the  plunder,  you 
have  no  right  to  complain  of  the  robbery." 

Mr.  Chaicbers  replied  to  the  remarks  of  Hr. 
King.  He  conudered  the  time  as  gone  by,  when 
the  conBtitntionality  of  such  acts  was  denied. 
He  adverted  ag^n  to  the  value  of  the  work,  the 
labor  which  mA  already  been  bestowed  upon  it, 
the  researches  which  had  been  carried  on,  the 
intelligraoe  of  those  who  conducted  them,  and 
the  intovst  which  tiie  work  was  calculated  to 
produce  in  tiie  pnbUc  mind.  The  price  for 
which  this  work  was  to  be  famished,  was  not 
at  aU  adequate  to  the  importance  and  labor  of 
the  work. 

Ur.  M^Boru  moved  to  strike  out,  in  the 
amendment  to  the  amendment,  the  words  "to 
remunerate,"  and  to  insert  the  words  "  to  settie 
witii,"  and  to  strike  ont  $16,000  and  insert  $30,- 
000. 

Mr,  FoBSTTH  accepted  the  amendment  He 
then  explained  that  he  did  not  mean  to  destroy 
the  contract,  but  to  leave  that  to  be  decided  on 
when  Congress  should  have  more  leisure. 

Hr.  Vwuftofs  beUeved  that  the]»ogress  of  the 
work  did  not  at  present  justify  s  lu^r  expen- 
diture than  that  proposed  by  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  tiom  Georgia,  as  now  modi- 
fied. He  viewed  the  question  as  sorronnded  by 
great  difficulties.  He  nad  doubts  as  to  the  con- 
atitntionaU^  of  authorising  the  publication  of 
works  which  did  not  inform  Oongreee,  or  the 


people^  <m  the  snl^ect  of  the  prooee^ngs  itf 
Congress.  The  contract  was  under  the  law, 
passed  by  botlk  Houses,  and  approved  by  the 
present  Chief  Magistrate,  General  Andrew  Jack- 
son. He  r^^ardod  the  terms  of  the  law  as  loose 
and  extraordinary.  The  contractors  had  now 
acquired  vested  rights,  uid  he  was  not  disposed 
to  sanction  any  violation  of  the  faith  of  the 
Government,  because  Congress  was  not  amenable 
to  any  human  tribunal.  ■  It  was  proper  that 
there  should  be  a  strict  examination  of  the  con- 
tract, and  it  should  be  rendered  specific  as  to  the 
charaotor  of  the  matter^  and  the  extent  of  the 
wwk.  However  hi^  his  opinion  of  indiridual^ 
ha  would  not  give  a  roving  commission  to  any 
one  to  adect  materials,  which  woold  take  their 
tone  from  his  prejudices  or  party  Vaiaotu. 

Mr.  Out  said  that  tiie  Secretary  of  State 
had  mode  one  contract,  and  the  Committee  on 
Finance  had  made  another.  The  first  was  an 
improvident  one,  but  it  was  in  the  authority  of 
the  Secretary.  He  should  have  corrected  the 
improvidence  of  Congress.  The  only  restric- 
tion imposed  by  Congress,  was  as  to  tiie  indi- 
viduals to  be  contracted  with,  and  that  in  the 
proviso  that  the  price  should  not  exceed  that 
of  the  Diplomatic  Correspondence.  It  had  not 
been  shown  to  have  exceeded  tiiis  stipulation. 
Congress  ought  to  take  th^  fall  share  of  Uame, 
and  not  leave  the  whole  on  the  Seentaiy. 
If  the  first  contract  was  loose^  the  aeoond  was 
fiili  of  Umitations.  The  contract  now  can- 
not exceed  twenty  volumes,  an  expense  of  800,- 
000  dollars,  and  a  further  provision  that  Con- 
gress may  ^point  an  agent  to  supervise  the  pub- 
ucatioo.  Be  asked,  on  what  pretence  the  Bw- 
ate  could  depart  from  their  second  contract. 
'When  the  contractors  agreed  to  the  limitations 
of  the  committee,  they  fully  expected  to  meet 
with  no  fhrther  difficulty ;  and  it  would  not  be 
doing  justice  to  the  contractors  to  violate  this 
last  contract,  as  well  as  the  J'ormer.  Ihe  ex- 
penditure would  be  26,000  dollars  a  year,  for 
perhras  nx,  eight,  or  ten  years,  and  the  work 
wonld  be  a  very  important  one.  The  cratraot 
was  an  hnprovldent  <m&  and  he  had  at  first 
thought  it  wonld  be  well  to  get  rid  of  it 
paying  40,000  or  60,000  dollars.  But  as  the  con- 
tractors had  liberally  agreed  to  limitations,  it 
was  due  to  them  to  fulm  the  second  contract. 
If  it  should  be  hereafter  said  tiiat  useless  doon- 
mente  were  introduced,  Congress  oould  then 
arrest  the  appropriation.  He  expressed  his 
hope  that  a  usefol  lesson  would  be  drawn  from 
this  case,  and  that  improvident  expenditures  of 
this  kind  wonld  hereafter  be  avoided. 

Hr,  FoxsTTH  modified  bis  amendment,  by  in- 
serting "proper  accounting  officers,"  instead  of 
"Secretarr  of  the  Senate."  He  suggested  that 
the  second  contract  was  not  binding.  He  adced 
for  the  yeaa  and  nays  on  the  amendment. 

Hr,  LmoH  asked  if  ibis  propodticai  wonld 
prevent  the  printing  of  the  work. 

Hr.  FossTTB  Bidd  it  would,  except  at  the  risk 
of  the  contractors. 

Hr.  Lb»b  took  the  gnnmd  that  Congress  had 
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no  right  to  violate  a  contract  made  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  under  their  authority,  because 
tbej  had  not  a  right  to  m&ks  sach  contract 
He  then  read  the  law,  to  show  the  looseaesa 
of  its  proviuons,  and  stated  the  illimitable  pow- 
er of  Belection  which  it  conferred  on  the  con- 
tractors. The  Talne  of  such  a  work,  depended 
materially  on  the  ability  and  the  temper  of  those 
who  executed  it.  He  asked  what  would  have 
been  the  efifect,  if  Hume  or  Henry  had  been 
employed  to  write  the  Dooomentary  History  of 
the  Staarte,  or  Dr.  Lingard  to  write  the  Doco- 
memtary  Hiatory  of  the  Beformatlont 
Doomnentaiy  History  d  the  Uidted  States  m^ht 
be  as  well  extended  to  two  hundred  volumea  as 
limited  to  ten.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  have  looked  into  the  details  and  cor- 
rected the  defectiveness  of  the  law.  Although 
Ais  was  a  contract  which  ought  not  to  have 
been  made,  it  must  not  be  violated.  This  was 
what  the  world  would  say,  and  what  a  chan- 
cellor would  say. 

Ur.  Clatton  expressed  his  general  ooind- 
dence  with  the  views  of  the  ^atleman  from 
Virginia.  He  liad  no  recoUeouon  of  the  bill 
which  had  been  passed  on  this  sabject^  and  did 
not  know  even  whether  he  voted  for  it  or  hot 
He  did  not  pero^ve  any  ground  for  impatang 
fraud  to  the  ocmteaotm,  bnt  he  thoo^t  the 
law  should  not  have  been  passed. 

Mr.  Oalbouit  add  that  Congress  had  no  au- 
thority to  make  the  contract,  uid  that  it  was 
a)  initio  void.  He  desired  the  contractors  to 
be  indemnified  for  their  expense  and  labor ; 
and  he  would  vote  for  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Geoi^a. 

Mr.  EwiNO  was  of  opinion  that  the  contract 
was  sacred,  and  must  be  folfilled.  11  the  Con- 
gress wash  their  hands  of  the  contract,  it  most 
be  got  rid  of  entirely,  and  Oongress  would  not 
be  Jastdfied  in  voting  a  gift  to  the  contractors. 
He  thoo^t  the  law  an  u^ndidous  one,  bnt  he 
could  not  vote  to  ahn»ate  or  subtend  the  otm- 
tract  Abrogation  and  sospennon  were  nmilar 
powers,  and  Congress  had  no  more  right  to  ab- 
rogate than  to  suspend. 

Mr.  Oalhoun  thought  it  a  clear  principle, 
that  if  injustice  was  done  to  an  individual,  (Son- 
gress  was  bound  to  compensate  him. 

The  quesUon  was  tben  talcen  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Ur.  FoBSTXH,  and  dedded  as  ftdlows : 

Teas.— Veasrs.  Hbb,  Black,  Brown,  Calhoun, 
Forsyth,  Onmdy,  Hendricks,  ^11,  Kane,  King  of 
AUbama,  King  of  Qeorgia,  LioD,  HcKean,  Haogom, 
Horria,  PrestoQ,  Robinson,  ^epley,  Tslfanadge, 
Tipton,  White,  Wilkina,  Wright— 28. 

Nats.— Hessrs.  BM^  Benton,  Ch«mben,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Ewbg,  IVelinghuysen,  Kent,  Leigh,  Nan- 
ddn,  Poindezter,  Porter,  Prentiss,  BobUns,  ^labea, 
Smith,  Southard,  Spragn^  Tomlinson,  Tyler,  Wag- 
gaman,  Webster— 22. 

Death  of  Lc^ayette, 
A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  by  Mr.  Franklin,  their  Clerk, 
stating  that  the  House  had  pasud  a  Joint  reso* 


lation  providing  for  a  joint  committee  to  con- 
sider and  report  by  what  token  of  respect  and 
affection  it  was  proper  for  Congress  to  maniftst 
the  deep  sennbuity  of  the  nation  oa  the  event 
of  the  deoease  of  General  Lafatitts. 

Mr.  Webbtkb  sidd  that  he  had  prepared  a  ree- 
olation.  which,  as  it  happened^  was  almost  in 
precisely  the  same  words  as  that  now  received 
from  the  House.  He  should  have  presented  it 
as  soon  as  the  Journal  was  read,  had  it  not  been 
intimated  to  him  that,  probably,  a  communioa- 
tion  wonld  be  made  to  Congress,  on  this  inter* 
esting  occasion,  by  the  President.  In  consequenoe 
of  that  intimation,  he  had  forborne,  for  the  mo- 
ment, to  propose  the  resolution ;  but  as  the 
House  had  so  promptly  moved  in  the  burineaa^ 
he  rose  to  move  that  tiie  Senate  concar  In  the 
rMdati«ni,  and  appoint  a  committee  on  its  part 

The  mimon  having  been  agreed  to,  Mr.  Ponr- 
DxxTBB  suggested  that  the  conunittee  eondst 
of  nine  members. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  named  thirteen,  the  number  of 
the  old  States,  as  the  most  appropriate.  This 
last  number  was  agreed  to ;  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chahbbbs,  the  committee 
was  appointed  by  the  Oh^r. 

The  iblloiring  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States : 

2b  tkt  Bmat*  «nd  Hmut  of  lUpruiiUadvn: 

The  lUlBicting  hiteffigenee  of  the  death  of  the  0- 
luatrioua  luurATnra  Ins  been  reoeived  by  ne  diis 

morning. 

1  hare  issued  the  general  order  enclosed,  to  etuae 
appropriate  honora  to  be  pud  by  the  aimy  and  navy 
to  the  memory  of  one  so  hlj^y  venerated  and  be- 
loved by  my  countrymen;  and  whom  FroTidenea 
haa  been  pleaied  to  remove  so  unexpectedly  from 
the  aritadng  scenes  of  life. 

ANDBEW  JACKSOK. 

WASmvQTOir,  Jwu  81, 1B84. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FonaTTB;  the  Meesi^  waa 
referred  to  the  Joint  oommittee  appointed  on 
thismljeot. 


Wkdithdat,  June  S5. 

Respect  to  Zqfajfette. 

The  Joint  reulntion  from  the  otiier  House 
relative  to  the  wath  of  General  Lafigrette^  vai 

read. 

Mr.  WxBSTKB  said  he  should  not  say  a  sin^e 
word  respecting  the  character  of  the  Ulostrions 
individual  whose  deoease  was  the  snUeot  <tf 
this  reaolntton.  The  preemt  proceedbga  <tf 
Congress  was  intended  to  express  tiie  sense  ot 
the  Legislature  of  liie  United  States,  and  of  the 
American  people,  under  this  moumfiil  event 
It  was  not  dedred  that  either  party  should  take 
preoedenoe  of  the  other  upon  this  occwion,  but 
that  whatever  was  done,  should  be  conridered 
as  expressive  of  the  nation's  gratitude  to  the 
nation's  benefactor.  He(Mr.  W.>hopedtbevote 
UDon  the  resolntion  wonld  be  suoh  as  would  on- 
anle  poiteri^  to  speak  of  the  nnanlniU^  with 
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which  thej  had  iimt«d  iu  relation  to  this  mat- 
ter. 

The  resolalioii  was  then  nnanimoualy  adopted, 
and  saoh  unanimoas  adoption,  at  the  reqneot  of 
Hr.  Wkbstbb,  recorded  npon  iha  Jihuiuub  oi  the 
Senate. 

PermoTu  to  jPVen«A  Seamm^  &c 
The  amendment  of  the  Hoose  of  Bepresenta- 
tivea  to  the  bill  of  the  Senate  granting  pendons 
to  certain  oitizeiu  of  Frano^  sofferws  in  cmue- 
qaence  of  the  nnlbrtanBte  accideait  at  Tookm, 
was  ooDtidered  and  agreed  to.  [The  amaidment 
pro^dea  that  liie  Prendent  of  die  United  StfUes 
shall  make  aa  Brrangemflnt  with  the  Qovwo.- 
ment  of  IVanca  to  pay,  through  them,  the  pen- 
dona  to  the  same  amoont,  ana  in  the  same  pn>- 
porti<mB,  as  provided  fbr  hj*  the  ori^nal  1^] 


Satuboat,  Jtme  28. 

3^  Gold  Coin.  BiU—Oorr«ition  of  ths  errone- 
out  SUindari—^ne^  VoteaatdPauoMofths 
Bill 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wxbstkb,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  emidder  the  bill  to  regolate  the  gold 
ocdns  of  the  United  States. 

Hr.  Wbbstbr  biieflj  explained  the  provirions 
ot  the  bill.  He  concluded  by  moTing  to  strike 
out  from  the  bill  the  lines  nuiking  provision 
for  the  gold  dfSlar.  The  amendment  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  Ewma  had  made  np  his  mind  to  vote  for 
the  bill,  in  deference  to  the  opinions  of  others, 
althongh  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  relative 
valae  of  gold  had  been  fixed  too  high.  He  ad- 
Tcrted  to  what  had  been  said  on  the  sabjeot  of 
the  value  being  placed  at  16  to  1 ;  and  slso  to 
the  Tariooa  vune  of  the  tanUga  ulver  coins. 
He  expressed  his  iq^reheodcoi  that  the  sOver 
would  disappear  from  among  na,  and  that  small 
notes  would  take  its  place,  mdle  the  States 
admitted  the  tinmlataon  of  imall  notes,  they 
would,  in  three  yean^  ocmstitate  the  sole  drcu- 
lation. 

Mr.  Oalhoun  thooght  that  wherever  silver 
was  protected,  it  would  retain  its  place ;  and 
where  it  was  not  protected,  paper  wonld  take 
its  place.  He  thought  the  bill  safe,  and  should 
pvB  it  his  support. 

Mr.  Spraqdb  could  not  vote  for  the  bill.  He 
believed  it  would  throw  the  evils  on  the  other 
side.  We  were  croating  the  same  disproportion 
between  gold  and  sUver,  as  at  present  existed, 
making  a  diatinetion  on  one  nde  as  much  too 
wide  as  that  which  now  existed  on  the  other. 
All  agreed  that  the  true  Bne  was  betwe«i  the 
two  estimates.  Why  gentlemen  ahould  tran- 
scend the  point  which  everybody  agreed  was 
the  true  line  of  value  between  the  two  metials, 
he  did  not  know.  Ko  one  contended  that  the 
true  value  was  16  to  1,  but  all  believed  that  it 
was  between  15  and  16. 

Mr.  EwiMO  added  that  the  gold  had  been  de- 
based by  this  bill,  which  he  ngretted. 


[Smun. 

Mr.  Oalhoun  stated  that  the  soperintendeat 
of  the  mint  had  been  consult^. 

Mr.  BxKTOir  said  that  the  debasement  was 
too  trifling  to  be  an  object  of  exception. 

Mr.  Knro,  of  Georgia,  stated  that  the  effect 
of  the  bill  would  be  to  nuae  the  value  of  gold  4| 
per  cent.,  which  is  onl^  a  little  above  the  mer- 
cantile value  of  the  article. 

Mr.  Bpragub  thought  that  the  bill  changed 
the  valae  6  per  cent.,  which  was  more  than 
the  true  relative  proportion.  Why  was  it  made 
more!  To  eBtaUish  a  legal  eorreney  cf  two 
metals,  their  value  must  exactly  correspond. 
Why  ftdn>t  an  evil  by  creating  a  diaproportiont 

Mr.  Webstbb  replied,  that  if  it  had  been 
imagined  tliat  there  would  have  been  any  evil,  it 
would  not  have  been  recommended.  He  refer- 
red to  the  various  modes  of  computing  valne^ 
and  the  di£Beulty  of  cmning  to  an  aoonrate  re- 
sult. 

Mr.  Caxhottit  said  the  usual  custom  of  for- 
eign countries  was  to  make  gold  somewhat 
above  the  mercantile  value.  In  8p^  the  rel- 
ative value  of  gold  was  16  to  1.  In  Cuba  it 
was  17  to  1. 

Mr.  Ohambxbs  read  an  extract  from  the  let- 
ter  of  a  correRKmdent,  in  (mpodtim  to  the  pas- 
sanoftiiebtll 

The  Question  was  then  taken  on  the  engross- 
ment of  the  bill,  and  decided  as  follows : 

Teas. — tfessrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Black,  Brown, 
Calhoun,  Ewiug,  FreliDghuyaen,  Grundy,  Hendricks, 
Hill,  Kane,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  Ehxg  of  OeoT- 
gia,  Leigh,  lion,  Ifiingnio,  Uorris,  Foindezter, 
Prentiss,  FreatOD,  Robbing,  Bobinaon,  Bhepley, 
Smith,  Swift,  TaUmadge,  Tipton,  TomUnson,  Tjler, 
WMgaman,  Webster,  Whit^  WiUdns,  Wright— 86. 

MATB^— Messrs.  Cbainbers,  Clay,  Kidght,  Porter, 
Slabee,  Bontbard,  Spragne— f . 

The  bill  was  then  passed. 

EvKHiNa  Sksbion. 

The  YioB  Pbbsidsiit  did  not  take  the  Oh^ 
at  the  opening  of  the  evening  session. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Websteb,  the  Senate  pro* 
ceeded  to  the  election  of  a  President  pro  tern. 

On  the  third  ballot,  Mr.  Poihdkztib  received 
23  votes,  being  a  majorifeir  oi  the  whole,  and 
waa  declared  duly  elected  Preudent  pro  torn., 
and  was  conducted  to  the  Chair  by  Mr.  Oeah- 
BKBS.  iVom  his  seat  in  the  Cbair,  M>.  Ponr- 
DUETBB  rose  and  addressed  the  Senate  to  the 
followhig  eflfoot : 

Senators:  Penetrated  with  the  most  profinmd 
sense  of  gratitude  fbr  the  kind  manlfestatitm 
your  confidence  in  calling  me  to  prende  over  the 
deliberations  of  this  honorable  body,  I  rise  to  ex< 
press  to  you  mv  thanks,  and  the  unfeigned  diffi- 
dence with  which  I  enter  upon  the  dlscliarge  of  the 
arduooB  and  delicate  duUes  assigned  to  me.  Uit- 
skilled  in  the  technical  rales  of  pariiamentair  pro- 
ceedings, I  feel  sendble  of  my  own  defects,  ud  uat, 
.  on  an  occasions  of  doubt  and  (fifficol^,  I  most  rely 
on  the  indul^nce  of  the  Senate,  and  ihe  fHendly 
aid  of  those  Senators  who  have  more  experience  m 
Bodi  matters  then  myselt  Fenmt  me,  genUemen, 
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to  ftasore  yon,  tlut  for  the  few  remaining  bonra  of 
the  present  eession,  and  bo  long  u  I  may  occupy 
the  Chair,  it  shall  be  my  constant  endeavor  to  meet 
yoor  jiut  expectation!,  and  to  prose rre  the  order 
and  decorum  of  debate,  so  necessary  to  the  harmo- 
ny and  dignity  of  erery  deliberaUTe  assembly,  and  to 
the  despatch  of  the  important  business  wUch  may 
be  brought  to  the  connideration  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  GHJkimim,  a  oommittee 
was  ordered  to  be  appointed  to  wait  on  the 
Pre^mt  <rf  the  United  States,  and  Infcmn  him 
that  the  Senate  have  elected  the  honorable 
QioKGl  PonnntXTBB  to  be  their  Precadent  jhv 
tan. ;  and  t^t  the  Seoretary  do  commnnicate 
the  same  to  the  Honae  of  Reprooontatiyea. 


UoHDAT,  Jnne  80. 
Deposit  Bani* — Seeeu  Committee  to  Examine. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resoln- 
tion  off«%d  by  Mr.  SoirraABD,  instracting  the 
Committee  on  Finance  to  ut  daring  the  receaa, 
in  order  to  inrestiffate  the  ctmditton  of  the  banks 
In  whidi  the  pnbfio  depodts  are  made. 

ib.  EntQ,  of  Alabuna,  oiyeoted  to  the  In- 
8tmo^(H)f  and  aaked  tor  farther  expIanatdooB  to 
^ow  its  neoeasity. 

Mr.  SouTHABD  replied,  that  the  public  treas- 
ure was  danger ;  and.  if  there  was  any  ob- 
ject which  comd  require  the  attention  of  a 
committee  daring  the  reces^  it  was  this.  Tho 
Oommittee  on  Fmance  had  been  instructed  to 
obtain  LoformatioUf  and  had  not  yet  been  able 
to  gain  it  for  want  of  time.  It  was  to  enable 
the  oommittee  to  act  at  all,  that  tbis  proposition 
was  made. 

The  question  was  decided  as  follow : 

TEAS.~Hes8rB.  Bibb,  Chambers,  Clay,  Swing, 
Frelinghuysen,  Eni^t,  Leigh,  Hangtim,  Hooro, 
Naudain.  Poindexter,  Porter,  Bobt^  OUbee, 
Smith,  Bontiiard,  Spngae,  TomHnaon,  Waggamao, 
Webster— 2a 

Kats. — Messrs.  Gnmdr,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane, 
King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Oeorgia,  Bobiusoa,  Shep- 
toy,  Tallmadge,  Upton,  White,  Wright— 11. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to 

Stspungitiff  Rt»olution. 
Mr.  BssrroK  snbmitted  a  resolution  that  the 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  Toesdaj,  the  30th 


[JuHE,  1884. 

of  March  last,  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  in  ordering  tiie  removal  of  the  deposits 
from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  had  assamed 
a  power  not  granted  by  the  law  or  the  constitu- 
tion, bat  in  derogation  of  them  both,  is  a  resolu- 
tion imputing  impeachable  matter  to  the  I^^- 
dent,  aud  ought  not  to  be  passed  except  in  the 
regular  form  of  constitutional  impeachment,  and 
oiwit  to  be  struoic  out  of  the  Journals. 

MI.  Out  said  it  ou(^t  to  be  remnnbered  tlw 
lime  and  drennutaooes  under  which  that  resdu- 
tion  was  offered,  when  the  Senate  was  within 
a  few  hours  of  its  acyoomment,  and  when  one- 
tiilrd  of  the  mwnbers  had  already  left  town.  He 
looked  upon  it  as  an  improper  time  to  intro- 
duce a  reaolation  of  that  nature. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Oiat, 
Galbddn,  and  Wmam ;  and  on  the  qnestiott 
being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  nflgatiTed— yeas 
11,  nays  20. 

Mr.  Gbukdt,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
wfut  on  the  Prendent  of  the  United  States, 
reported  that  the  oommittee  had  discharged 
that  duty,  aud  that  the  fterident  stated  tibat 
he  had  no  ftarther  oommunications  to  make  to 
the  OTosent  Congress.  The  Freiddeiit  had  rign- 
ed  all  the  bills  but  that  for  the  lmproT«nent 
of  the  Wabash  Rirer,  which  had  been  present- 
ed to  him  at  BO  late  a  period  that  he  had  not 
time  to  examine  it ;  but,  as  the  subject  of  the 
bill  was  interesting  to  many,  he  would  sign  it 
within  t^e  time  allowed  by  the  oonstitution,  if, 
upon  examination,  he  should  feel  himself  Justi- 
fied in  so  d(^Dg ;  if  not,  he  would  use  his  priv- 
ilege. 

Mr.  Gut  obsenred  that  the  bill  was  dead 
after  the  a^onnmient,  and  that  the  bill  for  the 
improvemait  of  the  Hudson  Biver  went  along 
with  It. 

Mr.  Gbvitdt  said,  as  to  that  he  had  notlilng 
to  say ;  bat  he  did  not  expect  a  dispute.  The 
Preudent  had  a  right  to  exert  his  pnvil^e. 

Mr.  Tipton  said  the  bill  for  tne  improve- 
ment of  the  Wabash  was  sent  in  on  Saturday, 
and  that  for  the  improvemoit  <tf  the  Hudson 
to-day. 

The  two  Honsea  ha'ring  ezohauged  the  usual 

messages, 

The  Senate  afyoumed,  «<m  at  45  minntet 
pastdx. 


Adjowntmunt. 
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TWENTT-THIED  C01fGEESS.-FIBST  SESSION. 


FB00SEDING8  AKD  DEBATES 


THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  • 


UoHSAT,  Deoember  i,  1888. 

Xmiiiektf  Gontetttd  'Meetion. 

At  19  o'dodk,  IL,  the  Honse  came  to  order, 
■t  the  invitation  of  tholr  late  Olerk,  V.  St. 
Club  Clabkb,  Esq.,  who  tiien  proceeded  to 
call  the  roll  of  members  hj  States,  b^^mung 
with  the  Stato  of  Maine. 


•UBT  07  BBPRBSSNTATITBS. 

JIWM^Tnndi  a  J.  talfl^  BoftH  HalnUn.  Idwtid 
Kirsna^  QoAMm  Parka,  JoMpb  Hall,  Leonard  Juris, 
6Mrg«  Srau,  Uoaw  Uaaon,  Jr. 

lf4W  f  omprtira.— H«0i7  Hubbard,  JoMph  U.  Harper, 
Beanlng  M.  Bean,  Fraukllii  Flero^  Bobert  Boriu. 

JratMotoMtU.— laaao  0.  BaUa,  Bnflu  Ohoate,  Jabn 
Qniaej  Adaou,  John  Dark,  G«orga  N.  Brlggs,  Edward 
Brantt,  0«ofgfl  OmuMll,  Jr^  Jobs  Sm^  William  Ba^lM, 
Bmlaadn  Oorham,  eayton  P.  Qagooi,  WilUaa  JaatoWL 

Jia«l«7aIiMi&— Trirtam  Bum  DntM  J.  Pom. 

OMfMoMeifi:— JabM  W.  Hnntbictwi,  WiUlani  W.  SIls- 
WOTtb,  NojTM  BubMt  BmumI  a.  Foo^  BbwHOT  Toang, 
Baranel  TwMdjr. 

FmMMit— Hnand  Han,  Horaea  Smot^  Houb  Allsa, 
WmiMD  Slado^  Baqjaniln  F.  Demiiig. 

jr«v  rerfc-Abal  Hnttncton,  Imm  B.  Tn  Hoaten, 
CknoUn  C.  Cun1nda>A  Oampbell  P.  Whlta^  Cmb^u  W. 
jMnBMiDniller  S«U*B,  AmaWw^  Abribam  BMk«e, 
J«))a  W.  Bton,Oba>lM  Bodls,  Adni>AdaiB%  Aaron  TaB< 
datpMl,  J«b  FiOTBon,  Onrltt  T.  LaultiK  Jobn  Craiii«r, 
Hbu^C.  Jfartlndale,  BenbeikWluIIoti,  Batiaom  H.  QUlet, 
ObailM  UeVean,  AbtJah  Kbdd,  Jr^  Bamool  B«ardale/, 
Jttd  Tnnm,  DanUl  Waidmll,  Bhcmiaa  Pago,  Koadlah 
Jdnaon,  Hory  lUtoball,  SlooU  Halaar,  Bamnal  G.  Batli- 
m^,WIIllaB  Ti^lor,  WmiMn  K.  Tnllar,  Boirinii  D^, 
Btmui  Cbffk,  Jctha  TUttant,  Xdwanl  BomiB,  AwderWk 
WUta«Mr,  Gc«rg«  W.  laf,  FbBo  a  Foliar,  Abnar  Hasel- 
ttn^  Hm»d  Fillmore,  Gtdoon  Hard. 

JTiND  (TarMy.— PUIamna  DIckaiKM,  SubmI  Fnrlar, 
Jamca  Park«r,  Fwdiautd  B.  Botamk,  WiUtva  H.  Bhiaa, 
TbomaiLaa. 

i><«Mq4*(Mta^HoraM  nuwr,  Jaaea  Harpar,  Jobn  O. 
WitnniA  WiUlam  H«t^,  TlUUn  SwUagton,  Darld 
You  XIL— 25 


lite  caning  of  the  roll  having  proceeded  aa 
far  as  to  the  State  of  Kentaokjr,  before  the 
names  of  the  members  from  that  State  were 
oaUed, 

Ifr.  AiiAH,of  Keutncki^  rose,  and  asked  ptf- 
misdott  to  address  the  Honse.  He  observed 
that^  b7  the  law  passed  at  the  last  Oongress  up- 
portioning  the  namber  of  representatives  among 


Pott^  Jr^  WnUam  Olaife,  Harmar  Deonj,  George  Cbambara, 
Tbomaa  H.  T.  UoKMuiaB,  Banki^  Andrttw  Stewart, 

Qiarlaa  A.  Bamits,  George  Bnrd,  Jum  Ufller,  Joaepb  B, 
ABtbonj,  Henry  A.  UnUeiiba^,  Joal  X.  Hann,  Bobert 
Samaajr,  Dntd  B.  WaguMr,  Htm?  KlBg,.Andiew  Beaa- 
mtnt,  Jobn  Z^otto,  Jcsoph  HoDdanM^  John  <Mbnltii, 
Bannal  8.  nnlHin,  BUbnd  OooUor,  JM  &  Sothailnd. 
iMa«Mrw.-Jobn  J.  UlUpn. 

JRwylaiirf.— Jawft  P.  Heath,  Jamtt  T^mar,  Jobn  T. 
Btoddmt,  Isaac  MoKlm,  Blobard  B.  Oamlebael,  Frands 
Tbomaa,  WBBam  G.  Joluuoii,  Lyttleton  F.  Dennis. 

PlrvMo.— Jobs  IL  Patton,  Jobn  T.  Uaxn,  WQllaa  F. 
Oordoo,  ^KHoaa  Tj  Bonl^n,  William  8.  Areber,  Natbanlet 
H.  Olalbome^  Jaeapb  W.  Oblnn,  Cbarlea  F.  Hero«,  Xdvoid 
Lmaa,  Samuel  KoDovdl  Uoon,  Andrew  Btersoaoa,  Tbo- 
UM  DtTa^ocVJolui  3,  Allan,  Ctooig*  Lorall,  Jaaos  K 
ObolMn,  XdsH  a  WlkoB,  Jamas  H.  H.  Bwdn,  wmtaB  P. 
Tvlct         H.  Tsttoa,  mnto  VaOanas  Jlmuj  A. 

WIM. 

SbrA  CbroiUg.— Mk^>b  T.  Hawkins,  Tbomaa  H.  HaO, 
WlUlam  B.  Bbopard,  Jeaaa  Bpsi^t,  James  UeKaj,  Abra- 
bam  Banelwr,  DanlAl  L.  Bnirlnger,  Bdnnmd  Dabenyt 
Lewis  WUUams,  AncostlM  B.  Btwppetdr  Haujr  W.  Oonnoc, 
JcMa  A.  Bynn,  Amas  Gcaham, 

AvA  CbroUu— Jaaus  BltIr,a«oigs  ICsDaflte,  Tlnus 
S.  Bltti^etony  WIUaBi  X.  OlowBor,  Bmrf  L.  PloekB^r, 
William  J.  Qtairsn,  Wama  S-Iterla,  John  IL  FoUar,  John 
KGilffln. 

{hofVfo^ames  H.  Wayne,  Bicbard  H.  ^flde,  George 
B.  Gilmer,  Ansosttne  8.  Olajton,  Thomas  F.  Foater,  Bogar 
Xi.  Gamble,  Beabom  Jonea,  WIBUm  Sofaler,  John  Coffee. 

XsnlMlV'—ChUUn  Allan,  ThomH  A.  Mawball,  Amoa 
DsTla,  BldMBd  K.  Johnm,  Tliaaos  CUttoi,  BAot  P. 
LatdMt^  Hkonm  7.  HmMi  Batfmln  HmAIs,  CUttttdoa 


Digitized  by 


Google 


886 


ABRZDaHENT  07  THB 


the  MTWal  States,  the  State  of  Kentucky  had 
been  declared  entitled  to  thirteen  representa- 
tives in  the  present  Congress ;  but  that,  in  cast- 
ing his  eyes  aronnd  the  Hall,  he  recognized 
ftmrteen  gentlemen  ostensibly  cluming  to  be 
representatiTes  of  the  State,  and  members  of 
^9  HoQse.  The  State,  he  st^d,  was  divided  by 
law  into  thirteen  districts,  from  each  of  whidi 
one  member  was  directed  to  be  chosen  to 
represent  her  interests  in  this  body.  From  one 
of  these  districts,  the  fifth,  conidsting  of  the 
ooimtiea  of  Meroer,  Qamrd,  Unoohi,  Jeasa^ 
mine^  and  Anderson,  there  wen  two  gnitiemen 
present,  both  claiming  a  ri^t  to  t^pear  on  this 
Boor.  From  the  oiroamBtauoes  of  the  case,  it 
was  obvious  that  the  anestion  of  their  right  to 
a  seat  must  be  deddea  in  the  present  stage  oi 
the  proceedings.  The  qnestioa  arising  Arom 
these  oonflicting  clidms,  was  one  deeply  inter- 
esting, not  only  to  their  own  immediate  dis- 
tricts, bnt  to  the  State  at  large;  so  mndi  so, 
that  the  delegates  from  the  State  had  met  to- 
gether, and  had  deemed  it  their  dnty  to  take  the 
novel  case  presented,  nnder  their  most  serioas 
consideration.  They  had,  accordingly,  examin- 
ed the  electoral  law  of  Kentucky,  and  the  re- 
turns from  the  district  in  qneetion,  and  had  con- 
cluded (very  contrary  to  his  own  wishes)  to 
^pdnt  him  as  their  organ  to  raise  tJie  question, 
invtdved  by  the  clroomstanoes  (Mf  these  ol^ras, 
before  that  body. 

^  order  to  enable  the  House  to  decide  the 
controversy  between  these  cltumanta,  he  would 
ask  the  Olerk  whether  he  had  in  his  poss^ 
sion  any  certificates  or  other  vouchers,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  late  election,  in  the  district  from 
which  both  the  gentlemen  came  I  A"d,  if  he 
had,  he  would  call  upon  the  Gerk  to  read 
them. 

The  Olkbk  replied  that  there  were  in  his  pos- 
lenion  divers  ptmers  on  that  subject,  and,  u  it 
were  the  dedre  of  the  gentleman,  they  would  be 
produced. 

(Ories  of  "  Bead  I  read  I"  resounded  from  all 
parts  of  the  Ban.) 

The  ^apvn  were  accordingly  produced ;  but, 
before  reading  them,  the  Olkbi  stated  that  they 
wonld  have  been  in  his  possession. at  an  earlier 
period,  but  owing  to  their  being  addressed  to 
"  the  Speaker  or  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Repre* 
sentatives,"  they  had  been  plaoed  in  the  bor  at 


LroB,  Martin  BtUj,  Jaiuu  Lot«,  CkilitoplMr  TanpUiw, 
Pfttrtek  H.  PopN  Albert  Q.  Hsww. 

ghmiiiwwL— John  B«I1,  Cstc  Johnaon,  Jaxam  K,  Polk, 
Dtta  v.  DleiUBaoB,  Balta  Fcrton,  Jdu  BUr,  Bamnol 
BDDoh,  Lnka  Lea,  Judm  StandeAr,  Dartd  Crocket^  John 
B.  Foreater,  WUlIam  IC  IDg^  WUlUm  C.  DooUp, 

(Mto.— Robert  T.  LTtle,  T»7lor  W«bat«r,  Wtlliam  Allen, 
Jeremiah  UeLens,  Tbomu  L.  Hamar,  John  Ghanejr,  Eobert 
Ultsball,  Joha  Tfaomaon,  Be^|amln  Jonea,  WIlUun  Patt«r- 
■on,  Hnrapbrey  K.  IiMvltt,  Dark!  Bpanglar,  Jamea  M.  Bell, 
BUia  WUtUa«ar,TlwiiHM  Oorwin,  Joaapb  Vaneo,  Ssmaal 
y.  TIatm,  Jonathan  SloaBO,  Josaph  B.  Onaa. 

XohMOmo.— FhOanoB  Thomaa,  Uaxj  A.  BaUard,  Ed- 
ward D.  White. 


[DacBHBER,  1888. 

the  post  office  usnally  appropriated  to  the  Speak- 
er of  the  House :  here  they  had  remained  until 
late  the  night  before,  when,  there  being  no 
Speaker  as  yet,  he  h&d  taken  the  liberty  of 
opening  the  package,  which  was  postmarked 
"Lexington,"  and  which  he  concluded  must 
probably  refer  to  tlus  matter. 

The  Cterk  waa  now  about  to  read  the  papo^ 
when, 

Mr.  Watsb  rose^  and,  after  premiring  his  wish 
that  it  flhonld  be  eleuly  understood  that  be 
took  no  part'ln  the  otmtroverted  claim,  on 
dther  nde,  inquired  of  Ihe  Clerk  whose  name 
appeared  on  the  roll  which  had  been  made  out  by 
hmi,  as  elected  from  the  district  in  question  t 

The  Cliek  replied,  that  the  name  on  the  roU 
was  that  of  Thomas  F.  Uoobs. 

Kr.  WATm  then  resumed,  and  expressed  hia 
wish  that  the  individual  whose  name  had  been 
inserted  on  the  roll,  should  produce  and  exhibit 
his  credentials,  that  the  House  might  be  in  cir- 
cumstances of  judg^  of  the  validity  of  his 
<daim.  From  the  earliest  period  of  our  con- 
gressional history  this  had  been  tiie  usage,  and 
no  new  member  was  sworn  in  until  his  creden- 
tials had  first  been  produced  and  examined. 
Of  lat&  a  different  course  had  been  pursued, 
probabfy  to  av(^d  delay:  but,  in  the  present 
instance,  there  was  on  obvious  propriety  that 
the  orifl^nal  usage  should,  in  this  case,  he  reviv- 
ed. Mr.  W.  said,  that  with  one  of  the  claim- 
ants he  had  no  personal  acquaintance,  with  the 
other  he  had,  and  cherished  much  regard  for 
hitu,  and  he  did  not  wish  that  his  righto  should 
be  compromitted  on  this  occasion.  He  felt  hia 
present  course  to  be  a  solemn  daty — it  sprang 
from  his  heart ;  he  was  imperatively  bound  to 
stop,  if  possible,  a  course  of  proceedings  by 
which  the  ri^t  of  any  member  claiming  a  seat 
on  that  floor  might  be  contested  in  the  most 
irregular  manner.  As  yet,  he  believed  a  ma- 
jority of  the  names  on  the  roll  had  not  been  call- 
ed, and  until  that  had  been  done,  and  gentlemen 
had  answered,  althoogh  he  saw  them  on  the 
fioor  and  in  those  seat^  he  could  not  recognize 
them  as  members  of  the  House  of  Brareaenta- 
tives ;  nor,  indeed,  could  he  do  so  uter  they 
had  answered,  until  they  had  been  sworn  into 
office,^  as  prescribed  by  the  constitution.  He 
submitted  it  to  the  judgment  of  gentiemen  pres- 
ent, whether  the  old  mode  of  calliDg  for  tite 


AdioHO^^AnM  Jmm,  Jonathan  HcOartr,  John  Can-, 
Oeoiga  L.  Klntiaid;  Bdmid  A.  Hanaegan,  BatUff  Boon, 
John  Swla^ 

jnwMRpi— Hair  Oas«,  FtaakliaB.  Flanmar. 

iUffwfa.— Joaeph  Daboan,  Zadook  Caaej,  Charlei  Blada. 

Altaama.~<Jlemmt  C.  Clar,  DIxon  H.  Lawla,  J<Aa  Mn» 
phr,  SaOMl  W.  Mardli,  iobh  UXtnlar. 

JOMOeri— VIBIsaH.  AAl«r,  Join  Ball 


DZLBfiATBS. 

-^nboMOi;— AabroM  H.  Barlor. 
ThrUa.  JotaphltWMHb 


Digitized  by 


DE6AXBS  OF  GOmRBSa. 


887 


DBonmnt,  1888,] 
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(H.  or  a. 


credentials  of  duming  members  vas  not  the 
fit  mode  of  settling  this  affair. 

Hr.  AuAH  inquired  whether  he  ^as  to  nn- 
derstand  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  as  object- 
ing to  the  reading  of  the  papers  in  the  hands  of 
the  Olerk ! 

Hr.  WATira  answered  in  the  negative ;  but 
said  that  he  wished  the  credentials  of  the  gentle- 
man entered  on  the  roll  should  first  be  produc- 
ed. 

Kr.  Allan  replied,  that  the  p^>er  abont  to 
be  read  was  predsely  the  doenment  which  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  wanted  to  be  read. 

Hie  Clehc  thm  proceeded  to  read,  first,  the 
mvelope  which  contained  the  election  returns 
of  twelve  ont  of  the  thirteen  districts  in  Eeo- 
tuol?,  (the  sixth  district  not  being  included,  for 
what  reason  he  was  ignorant.)  The  return  from 
the  fifUi  district  (the  dbtrict  now  in  question) 
was  induded ;  and  he  would  now  proceed  to 
read  it. 

Hr.  Watitb  inquired  whether  it  bad  been  pre- 
sented b;^  the  gentleman  whose  name  was  on 
the  roll,  as  his  credentials) 

The  Clbbk  replied  that  he  had  received  so 
puier  of  anj  Mnd  from  Kr.  Moobb. 

The  Olerk  read  the  certificate  of  the  Govern- 
or of  Kentucky,^  accompanying  the  retains. 

Hr.  Amur  oolled  for  tiie  reading  of  the  certi- 
ficate from  the  sheriffl  of  the  fifth  congression- 
al district. 

Hr.  WATm  ot^eoted  to  its  being  read. 

Hr.  Allak  inquired  wheliier  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  meant  to  be  understood  as  main- 
taining the  position,  that,  because  any  individ- 
had  been  enrolled  hj  the  Clerk  as  a  member 
of  the  present  Oon^esa,  that  individual  was, 
on  that  account,  entitled  to  be  sworn  in  as  a 
utting  member  i 

Hr.  WATm  said  that  the  person  claiming  to 
be  substituted  for  the  individual  upon  the  roll, 
ought  to  prodooe  his  credentials,  and  bi^  wheth- 
er those  were  the  papers  on  which  he  intended 
to  found  his  claim  to  a  seat  If  that  were  don^ 
Hr.  W.  would  be  readj  to  pass  imon  them. 

Hr.  MooBK,  of  Eentucky,  said,  that  had  he 
not  been  infbrmed  from  various  quarters  that 
this  movement  would  be  made,  it  would  have 

freatly  surprised  him.  Unprecedented  as  it  is, 
e  was  prepared  to  meet  it  calmly,  and  to  sub- 
mit it  to  the  decision  of  the  House,  though  un- 
formed, and  not  having  the  power  to  give  a 
l^al  dedsion,  as  is  now  the  case.  It  is  upon 
prima  facia  evidence  only,  said  Hr.  H.,  that  any 
member  of  this  House  is  entitled  to  be  sworn, 
and  it  cannot  be  known  to  us,  as  a  constitution- 
al body,  whose  eleetion  is  to  be  oontested  and 
whose  not,  mitil  the  Bouse  is  ornniied.  Until 
then,  there  is  in  fact  no  one  entitled  to  make 
such  a  motion,  and  no  one  entitled  to  decide  it 
I  come  here  with  the  prima  Jbeie  evidenoe  of 
my  Section,  like  the  honorable  gentiemen 
around  me.  I  have  in  my  possession  the  certi- 
ficate of  a  majority  of  the  sberiffis,  c(mvened  ac- 
cording to  law,  to  compare  the  polls ;  and  the 
0»tk  of  this  House  has  reoeiTed  tiie  same 


evidence  from  llie  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Kentucky,  that  I  am  the  representative  of  the 
fifth  con^ssional  district,  that  he  has  trans- 
mitted to  establish  the  olium  of  the  other  mem- 
bers  from  Kentucky.  If  these  documents  are 
informal  or  defective,  a  committee  of  this  Hous<l 
after  It  is  duly  organized,  will  so  decide,  and 
until  they  do  so  decide,  and  it  is  sanctioned  by 
this  House,  I  am  as  mnoh  entitled  to  my  seat 
as  any  member  on  this  floor. 

I  not  only  have  the  j^rtma  Jacie  evidoice  of 
my  right  to  the  seat,  but  if  ain-oiie^  at  a  prop- 
er period,  shall  come  forwaza  to  contest  it,  I 
shall,  I  hope,  be  prepared  to  show  that  I  am 
duty  elected,  or  that  the  election  was  marked 
by  such  gross  irregularities,  as  ought  to  indnoe 
this  House  to  refer  it  again  to  the  decision  <tf 
the  people.  Nothing  but  a  deep  conviction  of 
the  tmt^  of  what  I  have  stated,  would  have 
brought  me  beYe ;  uid,  if  my  wishes  could  have 
controlled,  all  doubts  as  to  who  is  legally  enti- 
tied  to  the  seat  would  have  been  decided  by  the 
people  themselves,  without  troubling  this  House. 
But  as  that  appeal  to  decide  ultimate  as  well  as 
prima  fade  rights  was  declined,  I  am  left  no  al- 
temi^ve  but  to  assert  my  rights,  and  those  of 
the  pewie  whom  I  daim  to  rqwesent  here. 

Ever  mcUned  to  pursoe  fliat  cfHirse  whioh  will 
preserve  order  ana  deoomm  in  this  Ball,  and 
not  being  disposed  to  retard  tbe  organtutian 
of  the  House,  I  shaU  eheerfrdly  submit  to  any 
deciaion  the  gentiemen  present  shaU  make ;  but 
it  is  my  doty  to  do  it  with  a  pnroer  reservation 
of  my  righ^  and  the  rights  of  those  who  sent 
me  here. 

I  therefore  respectfnlly  deny  the  right  of  any 
one  at  this  time  to  vote  on  the  subject,  and  if  I 
am  prohibited  from -qualifying,  I  dull  protest 
a^nst  it  as  an  arbitrary  exertion  of  power, 
which  will  form  a  most  dangerous  precedent, 
and  not  only  deprive  me  of  my  jnst  rights,  but 
the  people  of  toe  flftii  oongresntHUl  dMrlot  <Xt 
their  represeotative. 

The  reading  of  the  papers  then  prooeeded^aad 
tiie  eleotitm  return  of  the  fifth  district  vit  Ken- 
tucky was  read,*  at  the  dose  of  which  fha 
words  "  the  votes  of  lincoln  county  not  being 
taken  into  the  account,"  occurring. 


•  Tha  ftiUowlitf  b  tlia  eopv  of  the  oeitlfloitc,'  b/  Tlrtna  of 
whlA  Ur.  Moora  claimed  his  out : 

Btatb  ov  EnnvoKT, 

We,  the  nadetrigMd  Bh«rUn  for  the  eountlei  of  ICoroer, 
GaiTud,  AndeTson,  Llnooln,  uid  Jetsunlne,  eompodog  nld 
fifth  eongruBloniil  dlatrlct,  do  eerUiy,  that,  OA  the  flfteenth 
dar  aft«r  th«  oomnwnoeiiieiit  of  tbo  ute  oongr— lioiial  oloe* 
Uon  toT  nld  disMot,  to  wit:  on  the  fiOth  da/  of  Angoit, 
we  met  at  the  oanrt-hooM  In  Harrodabare,  Mener  oonntr, 
and,  adjonndng  llrom  day  to  dar,  made  »  MthM  oomparUoa 
and  addition  m  the  votea  ana  polls,  ftir  tald  congreBdonal 
«l«ctl<m  for  eald  diatrlot,  and  found,  and  aeondtngij  eeitUy', 
that  nunui  P.  Motm  la  duly  elected  repraMotanVe  to  Ooa- 
greet  from  the  said  fifth  congneslonaldutria^bjsiB^oriqr 
w  the  qualified  vote*  of  aald  alatrlct 
Olvra  under  ow  htnda,  thU  Slat  day  of  Angnat,  ISSft. 
The  vote  flf  T-^'m^s  oonntr  not  taken  Into  calcalatioo. 

JACOB  KELLEB,  Depntr  for 
G.  W.  THOMPBON,  8.  M.  (1 
JOHN  WALSH,  Sheriff  of  Ander. 
•cm  eonnb%  br  B.  WALKSB,  DMotr. 
JAMSS  H  LOWET.  Depatr  ftr 


JAMBS  H  LOWBT.  Dmilr 
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H.  ov  B.] 

Mr.  HJLBSH1.LL  inquired  vhethertluMW  words 
preceded  the  signatures  f 

The  Olerk  replied  in  ^e  afflrmatiTe. 

Ur.  HoOBi  inqnired  whether  these  words 
were  not  in  a  difterent  hud-writing  from  the 
body  of  the  certificate! 

This  also  was  answered  by  &e  Olerk  in  tbe 
affirmative. 

Mr.  Alun  inqnired  (taming  to  Mr.  Mocoi) 
whether  it  was  mtendecl  to  contend  tluit  that 
part  of  tbe  paper  was  a  forgery  f 

Mr.  Moors  e^lained;  bat  all  the  reporter 
eonld  catob,  was,  that  Mr.  M.  had  been  told 
that  tbe  words  had  been  inserted  at  tbe  in- 
stance of  one  iA  the  sheriff^  after  the  signing ; 
but  he  disdidmed  anjinteotiai  to  Impnte  fb^ 

.  AixAH  proceeded.  He  now  imderatood 
that  the  paper  which  had  been  read,  was  the 
document  by  virtoe  ct  wbloh  fhe  gentleman 
who  bad  Just  taken  Ids  aea^  claimed  to  be  dnly 
eleoted  to  the  present  Congress;  and  he  ad- 
mitted that  if  that  paper,  acoording  to  the  laws 
of  Eentooky,  had  been  certified  and  sigaed  by 
tiie  persons  required  to  certify  and  irfgn It,  then, 
by  tne  usages  of  tiiat  House,  the  gentleman  was 
entitled,  for  tbe  present,  to  be  recognized  as  tbe 
sitting  member.  Bat  if  tbe  paper  was  not,  in 
point  of  fact,  a  certificate  of  tbe  electoral  vote 
of  the  fifth  congressional  district  of  Eentncky, 
and  was  not  signed  by  those  persons  required 
by  law  to  rign  it,  thai  it  was  a  nullity ;  and 
it  turned  out  that  the  individnal  was  cubning 
a  seat  cm  that  floor  without  any  oerflfioate  <n 
bis  eleotiim.  The  del^ation  from  Eentncky 
bad  compared  this  p^r  with  the  laws  of  that 
State,  and  had  come  to  the  conolndon  that  tbe 
certificate  was  null  and  roid :  and  he  would 
briefiy  sulnnit  to  tbe  House  tbe  reasons  of  sadi 
condomon. 

Tbe  pi^r  professed  to  certify  tbe  Tote  of  a 
district  composed  of  fire  counties.  By  the 
Stato  law,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  sherifils  of 
these  fire  counties  to  meet  tc^ther  on  a  oer- 
tdn  day  after  tbe  polls  were  dosed,  to  compare 
tbe  TOtw  girui  in  their  several  ooanties,  add 
tiiem  m>,  uid  give  a  certifioato  of  the  result, 
rigned  by  all  tiiem.  The  oUeot  of  tbe  lawt 
eertainbr  was  to  ascertain  who  bad  a  nu^orify 
of  all  wa  votes  g^vea  In ;  and  to  Ibmish  torn 
individual  with  a  legal  certificate  of  bis  eleo- 
tum. 

lb,  A.  B^d  that  be  understood  himself  to 
possess  tbe  ri^bt  <tf  rising,  and  presenting  the 
question  in  this  case  to  tbe  House.  This  was  a 
Hoase.  Under  tbe  view  of  the  constitation.  it 
was  ccnopetent  to  perform  any  act  pertaining 
to  tbe  Hoose  of  Representatives,  and  its  first 
daty  WBS  to  ascert^n  who  were  its  own  mem- 
bers. This  was  a  representative  Government 
—and  tike  first  qnestion  which  demanded  atten- 
tion! was,  whether  Individnala,  claiming  to  be 
representatives  ot  the  people,  were  aotnally 
their  representativea. 

Mr.  Fosncs  having,  1^  pennlflrioii  of  lb>. 
Azxut,  taken  the  floor,  pn^oaed  Ha  ^pdnt* 
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ment  of  a  Ofadrman,  to  ^ve  order  tp  tbe  pro* 
ceedings. 

A  member  inqnired  wbetber  a  quorum  d  th« 
HotiSe  bad  answered  to  their  names? 

Mr.  roerxB  ftmiher  tiraed  the  ezpediencQr  of 
choosing  a  Ohalrmaa.  Tne  Hbaae  was  compe* 
tent  to  do  this,  whether  a  qniniui  had  answer- 
ed or  not ;  just  as  a  number  of  gentiemen,  met 
for  any  oQi&r  business,  were  accustomed  to  do. 

Mr.  Ellbwobth  thought  it  would  be  better  to 
let  tbe  Olerk  proceed  as  usnal.  Till  the  roll  waa 
gone  through  with,  they  could  not  tell  who  waa 
entitled  to  vote  for  a  Cluurman. 

Mr.  FosTBB  said  tbe  Clerk  did  not  act  aa 
Cburman;  he  only  read  a  11^  he  bad  made 
out,  on  wlmt  ground,  or  by  what  authority,  Mr. 
F.  did  not  kiu>w ;  sorely  bis  pladng  the  name 
of  a  particnlarparsMiL  on  that  list  du  not  make 
him  a  member  of  tbe  Honse  of  R^resentatives. 

SpBiaHT  thought  it  would  be  much  better 
to  postoone  this  matter  untQ  tbe  roll  had  been 
gone  tbrougb,  the  mtnnbers  qnaUfied,  and  the 
Speaker  chosen.  A  debate  preriooa  to  that 
would  only  produce  confusion, 

Mr.  Allan,  replied,  that  if  it  were  tiie  cus- 
tom of  tbe  House  to  qaalifjr  the  members  before 
tbe  Speaker  was  elected,  and  tbe  genUemen  from 
Kentucky  would  acquiesce,  be  snould  be  more 
willing  to  comply  with  this  suggestion ;  but  tbe 
asnal  murse  bad  been  to  deot  a  SpcAker  Sist, 
and  qualify  tbe  members  afterwards.  It  was 
known  to  every  maiL  c£  tbe  least  obswvation 
or  ffiqwrience,  that  tue  election  of  Hhe  ^leaker 
gave  a  obarader  to  tbe  Honse  and  a  tme  to  all 
its  proceedings ;  and  be  asked  whether  bis  Stato 
was  not  entitled  to  have  her  ftall  and  Just  repre- 
sentation upon  that  floor,  when  an  act  so  im- 
portant was  about  to  be  done  1  Snrdy  she  had 
a  right  to  demand  the  deci^on  of  a  question  oS 
such  oonsequence,  a  question  which  went  di- 
rectiy  to  that  vital  interest  of  freemen,  tbe  right 
of  average.  He  admitted  that  the  question  was- 
of  a  novd  and  somewhat  embarrassing  diar- 
actor,  and  required  to  be  treated  with  consider- 
ation ;  but  there  was  abundant  time  for  its  ex- 
amination. How  could  the  time  of  tbe  Honse 
be  occupied  more  profitably  than  in  patting  a 
question  of  this  magnitode  to  rat  t  Than  waa 
no  necessity  to  hurry  a  dedaon.  Believing  it 
to  be  conceded  that  be  bad  a  right  to  tbe 
floor,  be  sboold  now  proceed,  respectfully  and 
very  briefly,  to  state  the  two  fatal  objections 
which  existed  to  the  leralitr  of  the  paper  wbidi 
bad  been  read  at  the  C9eriE*s  table,  "xbsj  were 
on  the  face  of  the  pi^per  itid£  He  ahmud  not 
go  behind  it. 

Here  Mr.  Booh  requested  Mr.  Allak  to  ytdd 
tbe  floor  to  him  for  a  moment ;  bbt  Mr.  A.  re- 
fused, and  was  about  proceeding  to  explain  bis 
objections  to  the  sberifTs  certificate,  when 
(haviiw  been  spoken  to  aside  by  Mr.  CmLTON) 
he  said  that  he  understood  a  propositi<m  would 
be  made  hj  onettf  tbe  gwitlmnen  driming  tbe 
seat,  and  wuh  a  view  to  anbrd  an  on)ortoni^  fcff 
saeb  amovement,  he  wonid  readily  take  his  seat. 

Mr.  Iaiohb  ^topoMA  to  Mr.  Moqbi^  that 
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Hiey  should  Iwth  withdraw  nntil  aft«r  tho  elec- 
tion for  Speaker  had  taken  place. 

Mr.  MooBB  was  understood  as  aoqaieaclng  fai 
this  proposal ;  wlierenpon, 

The  Olerk  proceeded  to  call  the  reeidiie  of 
the  roll ;  when  it  ^>pe&red  that  SS9  memben 
were  present 

Those  Bepresentatives  absent  were  Ueasrs. 
BvBNs,  Ghoats,  Fbabok,  HuBucznxBa.  'Wux, 
SnroLRoir,  BmxiBD,  £.  D.  Wmn,  and  Pim- 
HBB ;  and,  of  Delegates,  Jtr,  WjooL. 

Meetien  ^  Weaker, 

The  Honae  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of 
Speaker  of  the  Honse.  The  ballots  having  becm 
oast,  Hr.  Jastis,  Mr.  Forre,  and  Mr.  0. 0.  Olat, 
were  appointed  tellers;  and,  having  oonnted 
the  votes,  reported  to  the  Hoase  that  the  whole 
nnmber  of  ballots  were  818,  and  that  Andbbw  . 
Stbtinbow,  of  Viiginia,  having  received  142 
votes,  a  m^oritj  of  all  the  votes  given  in,  was 
dnllv  elected  Sp>eaker  of  the  Hoose. 

whereoiKm,  Mr.  SnvnsoH  was  eondncted 
to  the  Ohdr  bj  ICr.  Wnxuji&  of  North  Oaro- 
lina,  flrom  he  ntomed  his  thanks,  in  the 
fbllotrittg  address : 

**(3eQtlenien:  This  la  the  foorth  time  that  ;on 
have  been  pleased  to  call  me  to  this  high  office. 
Vot  this  new  and  distingtuehed  mark  of  your  confi- 
■denoe  and  &vor,  I  pray  joa  to  accept  my  vann 
and  grateftat  acknowledgments ;  and  whilst  it  will 
be  dMply  nlned  and  cherished  by  me  as  the  beat 
reward  for  any  past  serrlce  that  I  may  have  ren- 
dered, it  shall  iiupire  me  with  a  zeal  so  to  conduct 
myse^,  as  to  jostify  in  some  meaaore  the  choice  of 
my  friends,  and  merit  the  condoned  approbation  of 
my  country.  Woold  to  <3od  that  I  was  better 
qoaUfied  to  fiilfllthe  ardoona  dntiea  of  this  Chair,  in 
a  auumer  anitable  to  its  dignity  and  importance,  my 
own  wishes  and  honor,  and  the  just  expectations  of 
the  House.  There  are  few  stations,  gentlemen, 
under  our  Government,  eittier  in  relaiion  to  their 
elevation,  or  A«  nature  and  extent  of  their  daties, 
more  Uborious  or  respon^blo  than  that  of  Speaker 
of  tlda  Honae ;  and  there  probaUy  has  been  no 
period  In  the  iMrt  history  of  onr  country,  when  the 
dnties  of  the  Chair  were  more  important,  or  calcu- 
lated to  Impose  higher  re^nsibiutieB,  than  at  the 
present  moment;  enhanced  as  they  necesaarily 
mnst  be,  by  tiie  enlarged  number  of  the  House ; 
by  the  increased  mass  of  its  ordhiary  badness; 
and  Iqr  those  interesting  and  important  snUeota, 
which  will,  no  doubt,  be  presented  Ibr  eoBMHS- 
Uon,  and  jwobabljgtn  rise  to  deep  poUtlcal  exdte- 
ment. 

"for  the  last  Ax.  yean,  my  experience  in  this 
Chair  has  taught  me,  not  only  to  luov  and  fed  its 
lenonubQities  and  trials^  but  to  know  likewise  how 
^fflcolt  and  faideed  Imposrible  It  is.  In  an  offloe  like 
this,  whose  duties  must  often  be  discharged  amidst 
the  warmth  of  party  beling,  for  any  man,  wlioever 
he  may  be,  to  free  himself  mm  censure  or  give  un- 
qualified satiaftction ;  and  especially  in  times  like 
these,  when  the  acts  of  public  men  are  not  passed 
If^tly  over,  nor  any  very  charitable  judgment  pro- 
Donnoed  upon  their  motireo. 

"  Under  these  dronmatances,  gentlemen,  riaeerely 
distrostfrd  of  my  abilities,  both  in  their  character 
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and  extent,  I  come  again,  at  your  bidding,  to  thia 
high  office.  Ail  that  I  dare  hope  or  promise,  will 
l>e,  to  proceed  in  the  path  marked  out,  and  in  the 
spirit      the  principles  which  I  lud  down  for  my 

Sremment  when  I  first  came  to  this  Chsir.  It 
ill  be  my  constant  and  ardent  deahe  to  discharge 
my  duty  with  all  the  aUIUty  and  address  In  my 
power;  with  the  temper  and  moderation  due  to  the 
station  and  the  House ;  and  at  least  with  a  seal  and 
fidelity  of  intention,  which  shall  bear  me  up  under 
everj  embarrassment  and  difficulty,  and  entitle  me 
to  the  approbation  of  the  Just  and  liberal  portion 
of  my  conntry.  Bdt  all  my  eHbrts  most  prove  nn- 
avalDng  wltboiit  that  Bberal  and  eor^  co-operaF 
tSon  which  the  Hoase  have  heretofore  so  kindly 
extended  to  the  Chair.  How  much  will  depend 
upon  youTselves,  gentlemen,  Indliidaally  and  col- 
leotively,  in  preserving  the  permanent  laws  and  rales 
(kF  the  House,  and  giving  digni^  and  character  to 
its  proceedings,  It  Is  not  necessary  that  I  shonld  at- 
tempt to  impress  on  you ;  nor  Is  it  needful,  Z  am 
sure,  that  I  should  admon^  you  of  the  magnltnde 
of  your  trust,  or  the  manner  in  which  it  Ott|:ht  to 
be  discharged.  But  this  I  will  take  occasion  to 
say,  that  if  it  be  tme  that  this  House  is  Justly  to  be 
regarded  as  the  great  bolwark  of  liberty  and  order ; 
if  here,  here  in  this  exalted  reihge,  the  paotde  are 
to  loolc  for  the  secnrhy  and  aafety  of  their  nee  in- 
atitntioua,  and  to  repose  with  unlimited  confidence 
and  alftction,  how  Important,  how  deeply  Important 
is  it,  that  we  prove  ourselves  worthy  of  the  tnist 
and  act  as  becomes  the  represnitatives  of  a  free  and 
enli^tened  nation. 

"Tea,  gentlemen,  animated  a  virtuous  and 
patriotic  zeal,  let  all  our  proceedings,  I  pray  70a, 
be  marked  with  forbearance,  moderation,  and  digni- 
ty; tet  US  dUigentiy  and  steadiasUy  pursue  those 
measures,  and  those  only,  which  ale  Imt  calculated 
to  advance  the  h^>piness  and  glory  of  our  beloved 
country,  and  render  tl»t  tTnlra  which  our  fathers 
established  for  the  protection  of  our  libertiea,  im- 
perishable  and  isunortall'* 

The  Spsakk  then  took  the  reqnired  oath  to 
sapport  the  Oonstitntion  of  the  United  States, 
whuih  was  administered  by  Mr.  Wiixiams: 
after  which  liie  same  oath  was  administered 
by  the  Spbakxb  to  the  members  respectively ; 
except  that  when  Mr.  Moons  was  called,  it 
appeared  that  he  and  Mr.  I^btohib  had  oon- 
oomd  in  allowing  the  organizatioa  of  tiw 
Hoose  to  be  completed  before  Uie  qnestion 
between  them  was  again  raised,  and  neither  of 
them  ^KfM  sworn. 

EUUion  of  Clerk. 

The  Honae  then  proceeded  to  the  eleotion  of 
Clerk  of  the  House,  Mr.  Folk,  Mr.  Hurar 
Euro,  and  Mr.  Mash  being  tellers. 

Waltke  B.  FBAnuw,  d  Fransylvania,  was 
alerted  Olerk  of  the  Hoose     tiie  third  ballot. 


TviBDAT,  Deoembw  8. 

Walter  B.  FrankUn,  Eaq.,  the  Olerk  elect  of 
the  Hoase,  was  sworn  into  office. 

A  message  having  yesterday  been  reotived 
fiwm  the  Saute,  sti^ng  that  Uiey  were  ready 
{or  basiness,  and  had  passed  a  resolution  pro- 
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Tiding  for  the  appointment  on  their  pirt  of  two 
members  of  a  joint  oommittee  to  wait  apoa  the 
Frendent, 

ICr.  Wasd  called  np  the  leadulaon,  and  it  was 
ooDOQired  in. 

Hem.  Wasd  and  Bmom  were  ^ipdnted 
members  of  Uw  J(^t  oonmiittee  on  the  part  of 
the  Honn^ 

Ur.  Adakb  moved  that  the  dark  infbrm  tJie 
Smate  that  the  Honse  was  <ffjga^zed,  and 
readj  to  proceed  to  badness. 

On  motion  of  Ifr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  the 
House  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Sergeant- 
at-arms. 

Hr.  Mason  nominated  Thomas  Beverlj'  Ran- 
dolph, (Sergeant-at-arms  to  the  last  Congress.) 

Mr.  SpneBi  nominated  William  D.  Bobinson, 
of  Virginia. 

The  Home  proooeded  to  ballot^  and  Mesnrs. 
ICabw.  WiLUAio,  and  Wabvwill  were  tip- 
pofnted  to  ooant  the  Totes. 

Mr.  Mason  then  reported  that  320  rotes  had 
been  pven;  that  111  were  neoessarj  for  a 
ohoioe;  that  Thomas  Beverljr  Bandolph  had 
^eodTM  158  votes;  and  having  a  mi^wi^  of 
votes,  was  duly  elected  Sergeant-at-arms. 

Mr.  Clat  onered  a  resolution,  tiiat  Otebton 
Oakb  be  appointed  Doorkeeper  to  the  House, 
and  William  Huntbb  asustant  Dooriceeper; 
which  was  agreed  to  (moi.  am. 

The  Sergeant-at-anns  and  Doorkeepers  were 
sworn  into  office. 

A  Message  was  received  ftom  the  Pre^dent 
of  the  United  States,  by  A.  J.  Donelson,  Esq., 
hia  private  Secretary  and  read  at  the  CUerif  s 
teUie.  [See  Senate  Frooeedings.] 


'WxransDAT,  December  4. 

Mr.  Allan,  of  Kentaoky,  called  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  question  of  the  contested 
eleodcn  tos  the  fifth  congressional  district  of 
Kentucky,  which  was  pending  on  Monday, 
and  which  was  deferred  by  their  consent,  until 
the  organization  of  the  House  shonld  have 
been  completed ;  that  having  now  taken  place, 
he  pn^poeed  to  prooeed  to  the  oonsiderftUtm 
4^  tne  sabjeot.  [A  gentleman  ftom  Alabama 
(Mr.  MoKihut)  rose.]  Mr.  A.  oould  not  im 
MuA  an  oooasicm  wwve  bis  right  to  the 
floor. 

Mr.  MoKiNLBT  B^d :  I  rise  to  a  question  of 
order.  There  is  no  distinct  qnestion,  that  I  am 
aware  of^  at  present  befbre  the  House. 

The  Spxaekb  said  that  both  the  gentlemen 
oliuming  the  disputed  seat,  had  agreed  to  defer 
the  que^ion  of  right  to  it  until  the  oi^faniza- 
tion  ci  the  House  should  be  oomplet^,  and 
tikat  having  been  done,  he  conceived  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Allan)  was  not  in- 
frin^g  upon  the  order  of  the  House  in  oalling 
their  ooQSideri^ion  to  the  subject. 

[A  dlsoasiton  then  took  plaee  In  whloh  Kasns. 
MSm,  CUttMif  Snnrartb,  Beardiley,  Folk,  Ward- 


[Daon—t,  1888. 

well,  McEinley,  Bni^es,  and  HcEennan, took  part; 
aad  vhiob  eonsomed  tbe  sittiog.} 


Tbobbdat,  December  D. 
Kentwki/  EUction. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  connderatlon 
of  tbe  contested  election  between  Mr.  T.  P. 
Moore  and  Mr.  Letcher. 

Ur  Habdin  thought,  from  what  he  had  heard 
on  the  preceding  day,  that  many  gentiemen  had 
felt  embarrassed,  owing  to  the  question  not 
being  before  the  House  In  a  tan^ble  form. 
He  would  offer  two  resolutions,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  obviate  this  difficulty. 

The  resolutions  were  then  read,  and  being 
amended,  were  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Sttelwed,  That  the  Oonunittee  of  Elections^  when 
Htpcdnte^  inqniro  and  rennt  to  tbe  Home  who  is 
tbe  monber  eboted  from  tbe  fifth  oongrearional  dis- 
trict of  the  State  of  Eeotocky;  and,  uotil  the  com- 
mHtea  shall  report  as  herein  required, 

lUtoived,  That  neither  Thomas  F.  Moore  nor 
Robert  F.  Letcher  Bball  b«  qualified  as  the  member 
from  said  district. 

Jiitoltti,  furtJuT^  lliat  tbe  Committee  of  Bee 
tioDS  shall  be  required  to  receive  as  evidence  all  tbe 
affldarits  and  depositioiis  which  may  have  been 
heretofore,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  taken  by 
either  of  the  parties,  on  due  no^  having  been 
dven  to  the  adverse  party  or  bis  agent,  and  lepwt 
the  same  to  the  House. 


Monday,  December  9. 

Blsetion  of  Chaplain. 

On  moti(m  of  Mr.  GbbniIbll,  the  Hoose  pro- 
ceeded to  the  election  of  Ob^lidn  on  t^e  pari 
of  tiio  Hoose;  which  resulted  in  the  eboioc 
of  the  Rev.  Tbohaa  H.  Stookton. 


TirssDAT,  December  10. 

Dtath  cfMr.  Singletcn* 

Mr.  PuoMBT  stated  that  he  held  in  his  hand 
oertidn  resolutions,  which  he  would  respect- 
fully ask  leave  to  offer  for  adoption  by  the 
House.  He  believed  that  it  had  always  been 
eusKnuary  for  the  House  to  adopt  suitable  trib- 
utes of  respect  to  its  deceased  members.  The 
South  Carolina  delegation  had  heard,  with  deep 
regret,  of  the  deaUi  of  their  colleague,  the 
honorable  Tbomas  D.  Singleton,  and  it  was 
his  painful  duty  to  communicate  that  mournful 
information  to  the  House.  He  died  at  Baleigh, 
whilst  on  his  journey  to  the  Capitol,  whither 
be  was  hastening  to  aasiime  his  seat,  and  to 
discbarge  his  dunes,  as  a  member  of  tUs  body. 
It  was  a  soone  of  grat^Ul  oonsolation  to  his 
colleagues  to  learn,  as  tbey  had  done,  that  he 
received  every  pceaible  attention  during  hie 
illness  from  the  kindness  and  humanity  of  the 
<dtiaetts  of  Baldgh,  and.  that  tbe  Lef^^nre  oi 
North  OaroUiUi  In  a  manner  eqiudl;  honwaUt 
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to  him  and  to  themselveB,  bad  evinoed  their 
respect  for  his  pnblio  character  and  private 
TirtQeB,  by  attending  his  remains  to  the  tomb. 

It  was  tme  that  the  deceased  had  not  had  it  in 
his  power  to  appear  and  qualify  as  a  member 
of  the  House.  Bat  as  it  was  well  known  that 
he  wu  a  Mpresentadre  elecL  and  that  he  died 
whilst  in  the  rery  aoi  of  endeaTOriDg  to  reach 
this  dty,  he  certvnlj  deserved  erery  testi- 
monial of  respect  to  which  he  wonld  have  been 
entitled  if  he  had  actnally  qnaMedf  and  m^t 
J11BU7-  be  considered  as  having  literaDy  fiUen 
in  the  discharge  of  his  dnties  and  in  the  service 
of  his  conntrj.  It  was  the  fortane  of  Hr.  P. 
to  have  had  but  a  slight  personal  acquaintance 
with  the  deceased— bnt  that  aoqnaintanoe, 
slight  as  it  was,  was  sn^oient  to  impress  him 
with  a  high  respect  for  his  intelligence  and  vir- 
tara  as  a  nuui^  and  with  a  deep  conviction  of  his 
exalted  parity  aod  devotioa  as  a  patriot  He 
woold  not  ^ain  the  Hoase,  however,  with  any 
thing  Kke  a  regolar  enkwy  <tf  his  departed 
colleagne.  To  tbose  who  Imew  him,  it  wonld 
be  entirely  annecessary — to  those  who  did 
not,  it  might  prove  nnioteresting.  It  wonld  be 
sufficient  uierefore,  to  say,  that  he  was  eminently 
honored  and  beloved  by  his  constitnents,  amongst 
whom  he  possessed,  as  he  deserved,  almost  nn- 
eqoalled  popularity  and  influence;  and  tbat 
whilst  his  death  inflicts  a  deep  wound  and  an 
irreparable  loss  upon  his  immediate  relations 
and  friends,  it  may  well  be  regarded  also  as  a 
public  calunity  to  bis  particmar  district,  and 
will  assuredly  be  a  su^ect  of  rwret  to  the 
peo^  of  lus  State  in  generaL  Under  these 
oiroamitanoe&  he  pn^med  that  the  House 
dumld  pay  a  beooniing  tribute  to  his  memmy 
— well  Inowing  that  it  was  not  only  in  con- 
formity with  tlw  usages  of  the  House  upon  dm- 
Slar  oooadons,  hat  that  it  could  not  be  bestowed 
on  a  more  worthy  man,  on  a  pvrer  patriot ;  a 
man,  of  whom  all  who  knew  him  concurred  in 
sajpngthathia  private  life  was  abeautiftilexem- 
plification  of  every  Christian  virtue,  and  that, 
as  a  politician  and  a  patriot,  he  uniformly  ex- 
hibited an  ardent  attachment  to  the  rights  of 
the  people,  and  to  the  great  cause  of  constitu- 
tional liberty.  With  these  few  remarks,  which 
he  had  felt  it  his  duty  to  submit,  in  justice  to 
the  eharaoter  of  one  whose  memwy  disserved  a 
&r  better  tribute  than  any  he  oodM  offer,  he 
now  proposed  the  foUowing  resolutions  for 
the  etmdderation  oi  the  House : 

Sttolvtd,  That  this  House  hss  lecdvedwttli  deep 
regret  the  melancholy  intelligence  of  the  death  of 
the  honorable  Thomas  D.  Sinql^k,  a  representa- 
the  elect  fhim  the  State  of  South  CiTolina. 

Jtetolved,  That  this  House  tender  the  expresdon 
of  their  sympathy  to  the  relatives  of  the  deceased, 
on  this  moomful  event;  and  that,  in  testimoay  of 
their  regret  bii  loM,  and  respect  for  Us  memory, 
the  members  will  wear  crape  on  the  left  arm  for 
thirty  days. 

The  resolationa  were  passed  unanimously. 

Ur.  FuroKnTthenswdthat,  tsheundnBtood 
tt  to  be  eastcnnary,  In  eases  of  this  kind,  to 
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move  an  adjournment  of  the  House,  he  would, 
as  an  additional  token  of  respect  to  the  mem- 
ory of  the  deceased,  more  that  the  Honse  do 
now  a^oum. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to; 

And  the  House  thereapm  a^ooxned. 


Fbidat,  December  18. 
£ani  of  the  United  Stata. 

The  Bpbaexb  presented  a  memorial  from 
Messrs.  Gil^  BuUivwi,  Wager,  and  Ifo- 
Elderry,  Government  directors  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  stating  (as  the  Speaker  an- 
nounced) cert^  matters  in  rcAattoa  to  the  oon- 
duot  of  that  institution. 

Mr.  Folk  moved  tbat  it  be  referred  to  tibe 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Aboheb  had  not  the  sllghteet  wish  to 
^ve  this  paper  any  final  dieposition  which 
should  tsJte  it  out  of  the  hands  of  the  gentlemui 
from  Tennessee.  But  suppose  the  House  should 
determine  that  the  Secretary's  letter  on  the 
deposits  should  go  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  would  the  gentleman  derire  this  paper 
to  take  a  difibrent  course  t  As  to  calling  for 
the  yeas  and  naya,  Mr.  A.  said  the  genlMman 
ought  to  know  him  too  well  to  aimpoae  that  the 
yeas  and  nqra  had  any  terror  for  him.  He 
moved  to  h^  Oie  memorial  on  the  table,  and 
print  it. 

Tix.  Polk  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion ;  which  were  ordered,  and  being 
taken,  on  laying  the  memorial  for  the  present 
on  the  table,  stood — Yeas  107,  nays  119. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

On  the  question  on  printing,  the  Teas  wore 
140,  and  the  nays  4.  80  It  was  ordered  that 
the  memorial  be  printed. 

The  question  behig  then  pot  on  refSaning 
the  memtuial  to  the  Comn^ttee  of  the  Whide 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  the  yeas  were  96^ 
and  the  nays  188.  The  memoriu  was  then  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Wi^s  and  Ibana. 


WiDirxBDAT,  December  18. 

BcMk     tht  United  Statm. 

Mr.  BmsT  presented  the  li^wing  mono- 
rid  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States : 

To  tks  StmaU  tnd  ffoum  ^JtmnamMim  cf  ti^t 

UmiUdStai^ 

The  Board  of  INrectors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  te^eotfidly  repreaent — 

Th»t,  by  the  charter  of  the  bank,  it  was  stipu- 
lated between  the  Congress  of  the  Ui^ted  States  snd 
the  stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Bt&tes, 
that  in  consideration  of  a  fUQ  eqidvaknt  rendered 
by  them,  In  money  and  services,  they  were  entitled 
to  the  custody  of  the  pabUo  moneys,  wUeb  were 
not  to  be  withdrawn  ftom  it,  nnleas  m  reasons,  of 
the  mflkieney  of  whldi  Congress,  and  GongiesB 
■loBe,  wM  the  And  judge. 
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H.  otR.] 

That  the  beak  baa  In  all  things  fidthfoUy  per- 
fomed  tbe  itiptiUtioDi  of  die  obtrter. 

Nerertbeleaa,  ^noo  the  adjoanunent  of  Oongresa, 
tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treuurj  baa  issaed  an  order, 
00  the  26tb  of  September  Ust,  withdrawing  from 
the  possessioQ  of  the  bank,  the  coBtom-bouse  bonds 
depouted  therein,  and  has  Bubseqaeatly  tranaferred 
into  certdn  State  buika  a  lane  portion  of  tbe  pub- 
lic moneys,  then  In  the  nfe-keei^g  of  the  twnk, 
with  tbe  purpose  of  making  them  hereafter  the  per- 
manent depontories  of  the  public  revenue. 

The  Board  of  Directors  therefore  deem  it  their 
duty  forthwith  to  appriae  your  honorabb  bodies 
of  this  riolation  of  the  chartered  rights  of  the 
stockholders,  and  to  ask  such  redress  therefor,  aa 
to  yoor  Beose  of  jostice  may  seem  proper. 
By  order  (rf  the  Board : 

N.BIDDLE, 
PntidtiUBmkU.a. 
PteLADiUHU,  Dao.  a,  1B89. 

Mr.  Bmnr  moved  that  the  memorial  be  hii 
on  tiie  table,  and  printed. 

Mr.  PoLX  moTed  its  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee (tf  Wajs  and  Ueana,-  and  demanded  the 
yeaa  and  n^ya  on  tbe  motk>u  for  laying  it  upon 
the  table. 

The  qnestiMi  recmring  upon  laying  it  vpon 
the  table,  the  yeas  and  naya  were  taken,  and 
reeolted  aa  ft^owa :— Teas  80,  naya  126. 

Mr.  Foix*s  motion  for  its  reference  to  tbe 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  being  about  to 
be  pot — 

Mr.  Ghiltoh  moved  to  amend  it  by  adding  in- 
atrootions  to  the  committee  to  bring  in  a  joint 
reeolation  ordering  tbe  Beoretary  to  re-deposit 
in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  the  poblio 
moneys  wUob^  by  bis  order,  have  been  removed 
from  that  institntion, 

[After  an  extended  speech  tnm.  Hr.  Chilton,  the 
Tote  was  taken  and  tbe  memorial  referred  to  the 
Committee  oi  Ways  and  Ueaaa.] 


TmtBBDAT,  December  19. 

Smotal  ^FiAUe  D^ctUt, 

Tb»  Honse  reramed  the  oonridwation  (tf  the 
motion  to  refer  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Tjreasory's 
rqwrt  on  the  deponts  of  the  Oommifctee  at  Ways 
and  Meana;  and  the  qoeation  being  upon  the 
motion  of  Mr.  MoDcffis  to  add  to  the  motion 
tor  re&raioe  the  fdlowiog  inatanu^n  to  the 
OMnmittee: 

"With  inatracUons  to  report  a  Jdnt  reaolntion, 
providing  tliat  tbe  public  revenue  hereafter  collect- 
ed shall  be  depoc^ted  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  in  comi»iance  with  the  pubiio  ikitli,  pledged 
by  the  charter  <tf  the  said  bank." 

Mr.  MdDuFni  said :  Hi.  Speaker,  I  shall  noT 
proceed,  to  state  reasons  which  have 
indoeed  me  to  salnQit  the  resolaUon  just  read. 
Id  strict  jnstioe,  I  believe  that  it  is  dae  to  the 
Baok  of  the  United  States,  that  tbe  pablio 
money  taken  from  its  vaults  should  be  restor- 
ed; bat  aa  thia  woold  now  add  gn^Oj  to  the 
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embarrasRnait  and  distress  of  the  eommn^ty, 
I  bATe  confined  my  resolnldon  to  the  revenno 
hereafter  to  be  ooUeoted,  leaving  it  to  the  joo- 
tioe  of  Oongresa  to  indemnlQr  the  bank  far  any 

loss  it  may  snstain  by  the  violation  of  its  char- 
tered rixnts.  I  believe  that  we  are  nnder  the 
most  solemn  obligations  to  adopt  this  measore 
— obligationa  foonded  in  the  highest  considera- 
tions of  public  jostioe,  piloted  mth,  and  polit- 
ical expe^ency. 

The  whole  public  treasure  of  the  United 
States  has  been  removed  from  the  depositoiy 
established  by  law,  by  an  arbitrary  and  lawless 
exercise  of  Executive  power.  I  affirm  that  the 
act  has  l>een  done  by  tbe  President  of  the 
United  States,  not  only  without  legal  authority, 
but  I  might  also  say,  in  ocmtempt  of  the  anHior^ 
ity  of  Oongrees. 

We  were  told  by  the  Prerident,  in  his  an- 
nual Message — and  told  with  great  gravity— 
Uiat  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  deemed 
it  expedient  to  remove  tbe  deposits  from  tbe 
Bank  of  tbe  United  States,  and  that  he,  (the 
President,)  approving  of  the  reasons  of  the  Sec- 
retary, a»iuiesced  in  the  measure.  Now, 
I  do  not  mean  to  ohai^  the  President  of  the 
United  States  with  stating  to  Congress  what  ia 
not  tbe  fact  according  to  bis  view  of  tbe  sub- 
ject— ^bnt  I  undertake  to  assert  broadly,  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  dH  not  remove  the 
deposits,  but  that,  to  all  legal  and  rational  in- 
tents and  purposes,  the  removal  was  made  by 
tbe  President  of  tbe  United  States,  against  the 
opinion  and  will  of  the  officer  to  whom  the 
power  of  removal  waa  intmsted  by  law.  Tbia, 
then,  is  the  great  legal  and  constitutionalques- 
tion  which  we  are  now  to  determine.  Who  i»  ^ 
it  that  has  removed  tbe  public  treasure  from 
the  depodtory  established  oy  law,  and  by  what 
authority  has  the  act  been  done ! 

I  mainhun  that  the  President  of  tbe  United 
States  is  the  author  of  this  whole  prooeedins, 
and  shall  proceed  to  show  that,  notwitiistaad- 
ing  tiie  denoea  by  whidi  tliia  asBumption  <tf  pow- 
er la  covered  over  and  diagoised,  he  haa  aa- 
sumed  the  responsibility,"  or,  more  pnqierly 
speaking,  usurped  the  power  of  remonng  tira 
deposits.  I  presume  that,  on  this  point  at  leaat, 
tbe  word  of  the  President  will  be  regarded  hf 
all  parties  as  oouolusive  evidence  of  bis  i^scy 
in  the  bnshiess.  Fortunately  the  author  and 
tbe  reasons  of  tiiis  measure  are  not  left  to  con- 
jecture, l!ut  are  openly  disolmed  to  tbe  world 
m  a  printed  manifesto ;  and  from  what  has  oc- 
curred in  the  other  branch  of  tbe  Leg^ature. 
we  are  now  authorized  to  consider  that  mani- 
festo as  an  official  document,  contiuniog  the  rea- 
sons on  which  the  Preddent  of  tbe  United  States 
— 4K>t  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury — ordered 
the  ranoval  of  the  pnUio  deporits.  From  that 
document  I  propose  to  read  a  few  sentence^ 
which  are  peifectly  ooncluNve  of  the  agency  of 
the  Pretident  in  this  measure.  After  stating  the 
varioua  reascsiB  which  rendered  it,  in  his  opin- 
ion, expedient  to  remove  the  deposits,  the  nea- 
ideot  prooeedatoadd:  "Fma  ^  liuM  ooik« 
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rtderatioDB,  the  FresicteDt  thinkB  that  the  State 
banka  ought  to  be  immediatelj  emplojed  in  the 
ooUeotioa  and  dubaraement  of  the  public  rere- 
nne,  and  the  fdnds  now  in  the  Hank  of  the 
Cnited  States  drawn  out  with  all  convement 
despatch."  Then,  towards  the  oonclnsion  of 
the  documeDt,  he  zm.j%:  "The  Freddent  again 
repeats,  that  be  his  cabinet  to  consider  the 
propcwed  measure  as  his  own,  in  anpport  of 
which  he  shall  require  no  one  6i  them  bo  make 
a  sacrifice  of  opinion  or  printnple.  Its  respon- 
dlnliij-  baa  been  awiimea,  after  the  most  ma- 
ture deliberation  and  r^eotlML"  And,  finally, 
we  have  his  decree  formaUj  annonooed  in  these 
imperatiTe  words :  "  Undn  these  otmridsratioDs, 
he  feels  that  a  measure  so  important  to  the 
American  people  cannot  be  commenced  too 
aoon ;  and  ne  therefore  names  the  first  day  of 
October  next,  as  a  period  proper  for  the  change 
of  the  deposits,  or  sooner,  provided  the  necea- 
sary  arrangements  with  the  State  banks  can  be 
made." 

Such,  sir,  is  the  authoritative  language  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  I  submit  to 
any  man  cwable  of  understanding  the  obvious 
import  of  plain  words,  to  say  whether  the  Chief 
~  rate  does  not  openly  aTov — ^while  reoog- 
nldng  the  exdoidve  right  of  the  Seoretaiy  of 
the  'masory— that  he  assnmes  the  Tei^onabil- 
ity  and  usurps  the  power  ttf  removing  the  pub- 
lic deposits. 

And  what,  pray,  was  the  eiqergency  that 
constrained  the  iSwrident,  cmly  siz^  days  be- 
fore the  meetlog  of  Oongress,  to  interfere  with 
the  duties  of  another  omoer,  and  assume  a  ro- 
sponsibility  that  did  not  belong  to  himf  It 
would  seem  from  the  document  to  which  I  have 
already  referred,  that  nothing  could  be  more 
peinAil  to  the  President  than  the  neoeedly  of 
ezeroinng  this  power.  We  have  here  a  strik- 
ing exemplifioatioa  at  the  extraordinary  degree 
in  whidi  pnUio  men  deodve  themselves,  as 
wdl  as  otlwrsi  as  to  the  motives  by  which  they 
ar«  aotnated  in  aasnming  power,  parUeularly 
ilte  bi^test  acts  of  exeounve  power.  Instances 
of  the  same  reluctant  ossomption  of  power  are 
not  rare  in  histwy.  It  Is  corlona  to  read,  as 
a  commentary  on  his  proceedings,  the  stroug 
terms  in  which  the  President  r«p'ets  the  neces- 
nty  of  doing  what  he  could  have  so  easily 
avoided.  "  The  President  would  have  felt  him- 
self relieved  from  a  heavy  and  painfui  responsi- 
bility, if  in  the  charter  of  the  bauk,  Oongress 
had  reserved  to  itself  the  power  of  directing  at 
its  pleasure,  the  puUio  money  to  be  elsewhere 
dqmted,  and  had  not  devolved  that  power 
erandveq'"— not  (n  the  Fresident-HU^  i6x, 
Itat  '*on  the  Execative  departments  I"  And 
a^in :  "  AlthoiiKb,  according  to  the  frame  and 
principle  of  our  Ooveroment,  the  decUdon  would 
seem  more  properly  to  belong  to  the  Le^slative 
power,*'  very  soui^  republican  doctrine  this— 
^  yet^  as  the  law  has  imposed  it" — not  upon  the 
President,  but  "  upon  the  Executive  depart- 
ment, the  da^  ouutt  to  be  fiiithfiilly  and  firmly 
met.*'  "It  wonu  ill  become  the  Exeontive 


branch  of  the  Government  to  shrink  from  any 
duty  which  the  law  imposes  upon  it,  and  fix 
upon  others  the  responsibility  which  belongs  to 
itself."  Now,  at  length,  the  idea  is  presented 
to  us  in  a  new  aspect,  emerging  from  the  stud- 
ied ambiguity  of  "  executive  departments  and 
executive  branches,"  and  we  have  it :  "  While 
the  President  anxiously  wishes  to  abstun  frimi 
the  ezemise  oi  doubtful  powers,  and  to  avoid 
all  interference  with  the  rights  and  duties  of 
others,  he  must  yet,  with  unshaken  constancy, 
discharge  his  own  oUigatlcais.**  So  it  wot^ 
seem  tut  the  FroEddent  nas  oereiaed  tUs  pow- 
er from  the  dieer  necesrity  of  the  case— a  case 
of  great  public  eme^nc^,  that  admitted  of  no 
delay — and  that  he  lias  assumed  this  high  re- 
sponsibility with  the  utmost  pain  and  reiuc- 
tauce  I  To  be  sure,  ur,  evervbody  knows  that 
executive  power,  especially  that  high  order  of 
executive  power  which  rises  above  the  law,  is 
always  assumed  with  great  and  unfeigDed  re- 
luctance. It  would  have  been  exceedingly 
paiofnl  to  CsBsar  to  be  constr^ned  to  assume  the 
kingly  office ;  bat  GeaAur  put  by  the  crown.  It 
was  no  leu  pidnftdf  aa  it  would  seem,  to  Bioh- 
ard  the  Thinl  to  accept  Uw  bloody  crown  of 
his  murdered  relatives,  when  m^ed  upon  him 
by  the  clamor  of  hte  own  partisans,  and  by  his 
own  procurement ;  but,  like  the  President,  he 
could  not  reust  the  call  of  Ms  countrymen,  say- 
ing, as  Shakspeare  has  it : 

"  I  am  Mt  made  of  atoiis, 
Bnt  poMtnUs  to  our  kind  oatreatlM, 
AlMt  aplHt  my  MOMtaM  nd  107  uoL** 

Of  flU  ibe  diffieuldes  I  have  erw  enoonntmd 
in  deciphering  anydoenment,  the  greatest  ia 
that  of  asoertcuning  the  ground  upon  which  tho 
power  of  removing  the  deporits  has  been  as* 
sumed  by  the  Prendent.  What  does  that  doc- 
ument import  t  Does  it  claim  the  power  of  re- 
moving the  deports  aa  belonging  to  the  Presi- 
drait  ?  Does  it  admit  the  power  to  exist  in  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  f  Does  it  imply  that 
tiie  removal  is  the  act  of  the  President  or  of 
the  Secretary  ?  With  the  utmost  exertion  of 
my  humble  powers  of  interpretation,  I  have 
been  unable  to  decide.  I  have  been  so  mndk 
stmek  with  the  resemblanoe  between  the  am- 
IngooDS  title  to  the  crown  set  fbrth  by  Heni7 
the  Fourth  of  En^and,  and  tiiat  set  up  by  the 
Prerident  to  remove  the  public  deposits,  that  I 
oould  not  re^  the  temptation  of  looldng  into 
Hume  for  the  record  of  tiie  former  document, 
preserved  by  the  historian  aa  a  rare  ^ecimen 
of  the  pentpiouity  with  which  men  e^wk.  when 
they  attempt  to  Justify  the  usurpation  of  pow- 
er. It  is  in  these  woras: 

"In  the  name  of  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost. 
T,  Henrv  of  Lancaster,  ohallenge  this  rewme  of 
Ynglaode,  and  the  erown,  with  «I1  the  membres, 
and  the  appartenaooes ;  also  I  that  am  deacendit  by 
right  line  of  the  blode,  eomhig  from  (he  Oad«  Ung 
Henry  therde,  and  throge  that  right  that  God  of 
bis  grace  hath  sent  me,  inth  helpe  of  Kyn  and  of  my 
fiietidfls  to  recover  it;  the  which  rewme  was  in 
pt^nt  to  be  ondooe  by  defitnt  of  govsmance,  and 
tndoTfaig  (tf  tin  Cuds  laws." 


Digitized  by 


Google 


S94 


Here,  tdr,  is  the  title  of  Henrf  IV.  to  the 
crown  of  S^gland,  and  there  Is  the  title  of  the 
President  to  we  power  of  remoTins  the  depos- 
its. I  will  not  undertake  to  decide  which  is 
the  more  perspicnons  dooament,  bat  will  leare 
it  to  be  decided  bj  those  who  have  more  skill 
in  SQch  comparisons  than  I  have. 

Sir,  it  is  too  apparent  to  be  di6g;ui8ed  by  these 
bongling  devices  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  is  the  officer  by  whose  sole  and 
despotic  will  the  deposits  have  been  removed 
from  ^e  Bank  of  the  United  States.  He  alone  is 
the  responsible  agent  in  this  transaction.  It  is 
an  utter  perversion  of  langnage  to  say  that  Ha 
Secretarr  of  the  Treasury  has  removed  the  de- 
pouts.  It  is  absolutely  &lse;  (I  speak  in  a 
legal  sense;)  he  had  no  more  agency,  moral 
or  legal,  wIxl  the  iron  pen  by  which  the  or- 
der of  removal  was  written.  The  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  remove  the  deposits !  He  refused 
to  remove  them  I  and  has  paid  the  penalty  of 
bis  honest  independence,  oy  being  disc^ed 
firom  office.  » 

Is  this  to  be  gotten  over  and  evaded  by  pro- 
ducing an  order  signed  by  the  present  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  and  saying,  "  Here  is  proof  con- 
dnsive  that  the  removal  of  the  deposits  is  not 
the  act  of  the  Prendent?"  Shall  we  close  our 
eyes  to  the  true  origin  and  character  of  this  or- 
der f  Shall  we  not  look  back  bejond  it  to  the 
dronmstanoes  under  which  it  was  given,  and 
the  real  agency  by  which  it  was  produced  t 

In  what  manner,  and  for  what  purpose,  was 
the  present  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  brought 
into  office  t  Sir,  he  came  into  office  through  a 
breach  in  the  constitution ;  and  his  very 
pointment  was  the  means  of  violating  the  law 
and  the  public  &ith.  He  was  brought  into  his 
present  station  to  be  the  instmraent  of  executive 
nsurpatiou.  And  yet^  sir,  because  his  name  is 
Attached  to  the  order,  we  are  gravely  told  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  removed  the  de- 
posits 1  It  is  an  insnlt  to  the  common  sense  of 
the  uati(ai  to  say  ao.  This  Qfflow  was  made  to 
do  it  by  the  President,  who  had  no  more  right 
to  remove  the  public  treasure  than  I  have. 

Sir,  shall  we  be  told  that  the  President,  from 
the  bare  fact  of  his  appoiutios  men  to  office,  has 
a  right  to  assume  to  himsdf  all  the  powers 
conferred  upon  them  by  lawt  He  appoints 
tiie  Federal  judges.  Let  ns  suppose  that  these 
Judges  hold  their  offices  by  the  tenure  of  ezecu- 
nve  pleasure ;  and  that  when  some  State  pris- 
oner should  be  under  trial,  the  President  shoidd 
say  to  the  presiding  Jn<1ge— the  chief  justice, 
for  example — '*  Condemn  that  man,"  or,  as  the 
tyrant  Bichard  sud,  "I  wish  the  bastards 
dead.''  If  the  chief  justice  should  refiiae  to 
obey  this  executive  order,  and  claim  tiie  light 
of  judging  for  himself,  woald  the  President  be 
authorized  to  dismiss  him  from  offioef  Would 
be  have  a  right  to  tear  off  the  ennins  inm  his 
shoulders,  and  place  it  upon  a  mere  instrument, 
who  would  do  the  dead  of  blood  ?  Why  not, 
flirt  It  would  be  perfectly  justifiable,  accwd- 
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ing  to  the  logic  hf  which  the  preemt  nsuipa- 
Haa  is  attempted  to  be  justified. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  consider  the  only  sub- 
stantial ground  assigned  by  the  Secretaiy  for 
the  removal  of  the  deports.  It  is  a  ground 
which,  if  it  were  true  in  point  of  fiust,  would  be 
entitled  to  the  condderation  of  the  House.  It 
is  alleged  that  the  unusual  and  unnecessary 
curtidlment  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  StateSj 
from  the  1st  of  August  till  the  let  of  October, 
had  produced  such  extensive  embarrassment  in 
the  commercial  community,  as  to  render  it  ab- 
solutely necessary  for  him  to  act  so  prompt^ 
in  the  bnsinesa,  that  be  could  not  even  waU 
until  Oongress  should  agfdn  be  in  sesdon.  If 
this  were  true— -if  it  can  he  shown  that  the 
bank  has  pnrsued  an  unusual  and  nqjustiflable 
course  in  curtfuling  its  discounts  to  oppress  tiis 
community,  this  would  certainly  be  a  reason  of 
considerable  weight,  justifying  the  course  pur- 
sued by  the  Seoretaiy  of  the  'treasury. 

But  what  are  the  fiusts  ?  We  are  told  that 
from  the  Ist  of  August  to  the  1st  of  October, 
the  bank  redaeed  its  loans  to  the  enormous 
amount  of  between  six  and  seven  millions  of 
dollars;  whereas,  in  truth,  the  bank  in  that 
period  reduced  its  discounts  only  one  million 
ten  thoosand  dollars  I  I  repeat,  sir,  that  the 
disoonnts  of  the  bank— I  speak  teobnicdly— 
were  rednoed  tmly  to  this  extent ;  and  die  whole 
amount  of  the  reductions  in  all  the  (meratjras 
of  the  bank  Indndhig  the  dtHAestic  mils  par- 
chased,  (which  are  not  loans,)  was  little  more 
than  four  millions  of  dollars ;  and  yet  we  have 
been  officially  informed  by  tlie  Secretary  that 
the  reductions  of  the  baidc,  or,  to  use  his  pecu- 
liar language,  its  "  collections  from  the  com- 
muuity,"  have  amounted,  in  two  months,  to 
upwards  of  six  millions  of  dollars.  It  is  worth 
while,  sir,  to  look  a  little  more  minutely  into 
the  process  by  which  the  Secretary  reaches  this 
financial  result  The  sum  of  $6,384,000,  set 
down  as  the  preoue  amount  of  the  curtailment, 
is  made  up  by  addiiuf  to  the  discoants  proper, 
and  domesiio  biUs  oz  exchange  purchased,  the 
increase  of  the  public  depotnts  amounting  to  up- 
wards of  two  millioDS.  Now,  At,  whether  we 
consider  the  Secretary  as  vuAng  the  technical 
language  of  banking,  or  the  lan^age  of  common 
sense,  I  cannot  but  regard  this  as  a  gross  at- 
tempt to  impose  upon  the  community.  What 
does  it  amount  to  I  That  the  increase  of  the 
public  deposits  is  equivalent  to  a  reduction  of 
the  disoonnts  of  the  oank.  In  other  words,  the 
bank  is  condemned  for  not  extending  its  dis- 
oonnts by  lending  out  the  Government  deposits, 
when  the  Oovemment  was  notoriously  making 
arrangements  to  remove  these  deposits.  Yes, 
sir,  the  bank  that  has  been  denounced  for  ex- 
tending its  discounts  at  a  period  of  great  com- 
mercial embarrassment — Uie  bank  that  had  on 
tiiat  very  ground  been  charged  with  using  its 
funds  to  control  the  elections — that  very  bank 
is  now  denounced  from  the  same  quarter,  be- 
cause, when  tiie  pobUc  deports  were  about  to 
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be  remoTed  by  a  lavleM  ezerdse  <«r  power,  it  did 
not  extend  its  discounts  npon  the  faith  of  those 
depouts.  Can  any  thing  oe  more  characteristic 
of  the  capricioas  despotism  exercised  over  the 
bank  t  The  directors  of  the  bank  would  have 
deserved  to  be  cashiered,  if  they  had  not  provid- 
ed for  \he  »>proachinff  storm,  hy  preparing  to 
deliver  ap  the  public  depouts,  instead  ctf  lend- 
ing tiiem  ont  nnder  the  existing  csrcnmstances. 

I  will  now  {wooeed,  rir,  to  eonaider  that  charge 
ag^nat  the  bank  wUoh  is  the  real  moriog  cause 
mtlua  persevering  and  relentleaaperaeonuon.  It 
ia,  M  the  Executive  expresses  it,  that  the  bank 
"bas  att^pted  to  aoqnire  political  power" — a 
diu:^  unknown  to  any  code  of  law,  moral  or 
political,  and  of  that  fearAil  vagueness  which 
Indicates  the  arbitrary  spirit  in  which  it  origi- 
nates. The  first  specifiation  under  this  charge 
is  founded  on  a  resolution  of  the  board  of  direc- 
tors, authorizing  the  president  of  the  bank  to 
bave  certain  documents  printed  to  illostrate  its 
operations.  To  my  mind,  this  seems  to  he  a 
very  harmless  resolution ;  but  as  the  President 
of  the  United  States  has  denounced  it  as  a 
dangerous  precedent,  clothing  the  president  of 
tiie  Dank  with  powers  sabrerdve  of  the  tiber- 
tiea  of  tbe  eonntry,  I  will  beg  leave  to  read  it 
for  the  information  of  the  House : 

"JRtaalved,  That  the  preddent  be  authorized  to 
cause  to  be  prepared  and  dreolated  such  doouments 
and  papers  as  may  commonlcate  to  the  people  in- 
iKDUtioa  in  regard  to  the  nature  and  opentiouB 
«f  tbe  bank." 

Kow,  I  pnr  to  know,  air,  what  a^ication 
of  tbe  nmos  of  the  stookbolders  coida  oe  more 
nseftil  and  Judicious,  when  the  institution  and  its 
credit  were  assailed  by  every  species  of  misrep- 
resentation and  calumny )  But  the  President 
of  tbe  United  States  seems  to  regard  it  as  equiv- 
alent to  clothing  the  pre^dent  ot  the  bank 
with  the  whole  fiscal  and  military  power  of  the 
conntry.   He  says : 

'^Was  It  expected,  when  the  monejB  of  the 
United  States  were  directed  to  be  placed  In  that 
bank,  that  they  would  be  put  under  the  control  of 
one  man,  empowered  to  spend  millions  without 
rendering  a  voucher  or  spedfjing  the  object  F  Cin 
they  be  conddered  safe  with  the  evidence  before 
OS  that  teus  of  Uiousands  bave  been  spent  for 
Ughly  improper,  If  not  eornipt  purposes ;  that  tbe 
same  motives  may  lead  to  the  expenditure  of  hnn- 
dreds  of  thousantb,  and  even  millions  more  ?  And 
ean  we  Justify  ourselves  to  the  people  by  longer 
lending  to  it  tbe  money  and  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment, to  be  employed  for  such  purposes  f  " 

It  seems  that  tbe  President  of  the  United 
States  has  an  instinctive  abhorrence  for  discre- 
tionary executive  power  delegated  to  any  one 
but  himself.  What  is  this  power  vested  in  the 
president  of  the  hank  i  It  la  not  only  harmless 
and  innocent  in  its  object,  bpt  perfectly  safe  as 
a  responsible  exercise  of  power.  The  president 
acta  under  authority  of  the  directors,  vrith 
whom  be  is  duly  associated,  who  bave  daily 
<9tortanitifle  of  inspecting  bis  proceedings,  utd 


to  whom  he  is,  therefore,  onder  a  constant  and 
direct  responsibility  for  the  exercise  of  the  dis- 
cretion vested  in  him  as  to  the  amount  be  may 
spend  in  printing  documents  expMning  the  op- 
erations and  vindicating  the  credit  and  the 
character  of  Uie  bank.  Yet  the  Prerident  of 
the  United  States  thinks  tiiis  very  Insignificant 
power  snbrernve  of  pnblio  liberty,  when  be  is 
nimself  dotbed  with  a  discretitm  a  tbonsand 
times  more  dangerous.  Sir,  when  I  recur  to 
what  was  done  here  at  the  last  session ;  when 
I  reflect  that  an  act  was  passed — I  will  not  call 
it  a  law — and  that,  too,  at  the  special  instance 
and  request  of  the  President,  clothing  him  with 
the  power  not  only  to  spend  the  whole  revenue, 
hut  to  exhaust  the  credit  of  the  nation  in  array- 
ing a  military  power  against  a  sovereign  State 
of  this  Union,  I  confess  I  cannot  but  feel  sur- 
prise and  disgust  to  hear  that  President  magni- 
fying a  mode-hiU  into  a  mountain,  and  taMng 
about  tbe  danger  of  executive  discretion  t  A 
dmple  reaolation  authorizing  the  president  of 
Ibe  bank  to  i«int  explanatory  documents  is  a 
monstrous  proceeding ;  but  an  act  clothing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  with  dictatorial 
power  is  all  perfectiy  fur  and  proper  1  This 
brings  very  forcibly  to  my  recollection  another 
Dut^  anecdote ;  and  as  I  am  in  the  way  of 
drawing  illusl^tions  from  this  excellent  class  of 
our  citizens,  from  whose  very  eccentricities  les- 
sons of  wisdom  may  be  deduced,  I  beg  leave  to 
relate  it.  In  a  certwn  Dutch  vicinity — I  will 
not  say  Einderhook,  lest  a  question  of  location 
^ould  arise — a  lottery  was  authorized,  uid  on 
a  certain  day  the  neighbors  all  assembled  to  wit- 
ness the  turning  <^  tbe  wheel.  The  drawing 
commenced,  and  blank  after  bknk  was  drawn 
by  the  principal  persons  in  Ae  neighborhood, 
until  a  general  snspiaoa  of  nnfumess  began  to 
preTsdl.  A  large  bnlly  stepped  forward  as  the 
champion  of  his  neighbors,  tureateoing  to  smash 
the  woeel  to  atoms,  and  declaring  that  it  was 
all  a  "vtiUainout  piect  of  gkeatery.''^  In  the 
midst  of  his  rage,  wben  every  one  was  trembling 
for  the  safety  of  the  wheel,  a  friend  stepped  up 
to  him  with  great  exultation,  exclaiming,  "  My 
dear  sir,  have  yon  heard  the  news  f  You  have 
drawn  the  highest  prize."  "  "What,  (sud  he,) 
the  highest  prize  I        at  fair  a  ding  at  «w 

W(M." 

And  so,  rar,  in  die  estimation  of  GeneralJaok- 
son,  the  msoretiwiaiy  power  to  print  a  few  doc- 
uments, when  conferred  on  Mr.  ffiddle^  is  all  a 
piece  of  cheatery ;  but  wben  a  discretionary 
power  of  lev^g  war  and  spending  money 
without  any  limitation  is  conferred  upon  him- 
self, it  is  as  fair  a  thing  as  ever  was. 

Sir,  Congress  is  peo^arly  called  upon  to  vin- 
dicate its  right  to  the  guardianship  of  the  pnblio 
treasure,  b^utnse  the  President  nas  attempted 
to  forestall  its  decision,  and  places  it  in  a  utna- 
tion  whidi  may  preclude  the  free  exercise  of  its 
judgment,  why,  dr,  was  the  change  of  the 
deposits  made  only  sixty  days  befbre  the  meet- 
ing of  Congress?  I  will  tell  yon  the  reasbo. 
The  Pr«ddent  was  fearAil  thai*  ne  oonld  not  ia- 
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duoe  even  a  drilled  miriority  to  do  ihat  which, 
if  aUreaAj  done  npon  his  responsibility,  it  might 
be  indaeed  to  sanction.  He  is  a  military  man, 
Bir,  and  he  Imows  the  effect  produced  in  des- 

ferate  emergencies,  when  the  eeneral  throws 
imself  into  the  breach,  and  callB  npon  his  sol- 
diers to  rash  to  his  rescae,  or  witness  his  de- 
atmction.  There  oonld  not  have  been  selected 
a  time  for  performing  this  act  better  calculated 
to  show  the  Preuden^s  defiance  of  the  legislative 
anthoritj.  And  yet,  sir,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  has  come  here  with  the  miserable— I 
had  almost  sud  impndent— pretenoe  that  he 
vaa o(Hutrained  to  doit  by uie neoeadties  of 
the  oonutay.  It  is  not  tine,  air.  the  Fftadent 
bad  only  to  aononnce  that  the  deposits  would 
not  be  removed  until  the  qnestiou  should  be  first 
submitted  to  Congress,  and  the  public  mind 
would  have  been  put  at  ease.  The  Secretary 
well  knew  this.  But  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment has  thought  proper  to  thrust  itself  for- 
ward,  and  place  the  subject  in  snch  a  position 
as  almost  to  deprive  Oongress  of  its  free  agen- 
cy. We  are  now  told  by  a  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Cambbbuso,)  that  the  resto- 
ration of  the  deposits  to  the  Bonk  of  the  United 
States  was  an  idea  that  stmok  him  with  alarm ; 
that  the  coaatry  bad  already  soflbred  too  mnoh 
fhnn  one  removal  to  be  atSo  to  eodnre  the  «f- 
feota  of  another.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  I 
have  made  my  resolution  proepective.  I  am 
not  BO  reckless  of  the  soflieiuigs  of  the  oommu- 
nHiy  as  to  take  away  the  money  which  has  been 
actually  deposited  In  the  selected  banks.  I  know 
we  shall  be  told  that  Uie  picture  of  public  dis- 
itea  is  exaggerid»d.  One  gentleman,  indeed, 
QSr.  Vasdebpoel,)  told  oa  the  other  day  that 
it  was  all  a  humbug  to  ascribe  Qie  prevuling 
distress  to  the  removal  of  tiie  deposits.  If  this 
be  a  hambng)  it  is  a  very  melancholy  one.  But 
whatever  gentlemen  may  have  thiHisht  three 
d^ys  ago,  I  believe  there  is  no  one  wno  woold 
now  be  bold  enough  to  say  that  the  removal  of 
the  droodts  has  had  no  agency  in  producing 
the  publio  distress.  The  oalamit?  can  hardly 
be  over-estimated.  Any  idea  which  we  can 
form  of  it  here,  will  foil  short  of  the  sad  real- 
ity. I  confess,  sir,  I  have  been  astonished  at 
the  accounts  brought  by  every  mail.  I  did  not 
believe  that  a  scene  of  distress  so  sudden  and 
eztendve  could  have  been  produced  by  liie 
miserable  tampering  of  the  Government  with 
the  system  of  commercial  credit.  It  is  a  mis- 
take to  suppose  that  it  is  confined  to  the  mer- 
chants or  to  the  commercial  cities.  It  will  ex- 
tend like  a  wav&  until  it  affects  every  class,  and 
reaohea  the  farthest  limitB  of  the  country.  In 
relation  to  one  of  the  great  national  interests, 
I  can  speak  with  poative  knowledge  as  to 
the  depression  this  measure  has  prodnced  in 
the  vafne  of  property.  I  confidently  believe 
tht^t  every  cotton  planter  who  did  not  sdl  his 
crop  at  the  commencement  of  the  season  has 
lost  two  cents  on  every  pound  of  his  cotton,  in 
consequence  of  this  measure.  It  is  a  fkot  with- 
out precedent,  but  conoloaivaly  shown,  bj  a 


comparison  of  the  liveipool  and  Charleston 
prices  current,  that  the  pnoe  of  cotton  has  bem 
habitually  five  cents  ]ow«r  in  this  country,  at 
any  raven  tj^e,  than  the  European  prices  pub- 
lished at  the  same  time  here.  I  presume  all 
other  descriptions  of  property  have  experienced 
a  similar  depression,  and  can  well  ima^e  that 
all  property  in  stocks,  public  or  private,  must 
have  suffered  even  in  a  greater  degree.  It  is 
stated,  on  good  authority,  that  the  stock  of  the 
Girard  Bank,  the  one  selected, in  Philadelphia 
to  receive  the  Government  deposits,  has  fallen 
from  70  to     nnce  tlie  1st  of  October. 

And  noWf  idr,  in  oondnding  my  remark^  I 
must  be  permitted  to-say,  (hat,  if  we  ratify  this 
proceeding  of  the  President  and  Secretuy  of 
the  Treasury,  by  refosing  to  order  the  restora- 
tion of  the  deposits,  in  addition  to  ^e  [n«8ent 
suffering  and  distress  of  the  people,  we  shall 
permit  a  system  of  political  banking  to  be  en- 
tailed upon  the  country,  utterly  incompatible 
with  pQDlio  liberty.  If  we  intend  tJiat  it  shall 
ever  be  arrested,  it  must  be  done  now ;  for  if 
we  g^ve  time  to  complete  the  establishment  of 
this  confederacy  between  the  Executive  Gov- 
ernment and  the  State  banks  in  all  its  ramifica- 
tions of  dependent  intereats,  I  will  d^  all  hu- 
man power  to  break  the  lewoe  or  resist  the 
man  who  wldds  its  power.  Is  it  not  wporent 
that  It  will  Mmvert  the  dmradt  banks  mto  de- 
pendants and  partisans  of  the  President  f  Is  it 
not  equally  apparent  that  the  poUticwi  who 
controls  these  banks  will  indireotiy  control  all 
those  who  are  indebted  to  them,  and  thus  ob- 
t^n  an  absolute  control  over  the  public  will } 
If  this  House  shall  confirm  the  act  of  the  Presi- 
dent, it  will  be,  in  my  bumble  opinion,  estab* 
lishing  in  perpetuity  a  corrupting  connection 
between  the  banking  capital  and  the  political 
power  of  the  country,  and  placing  them  both  in 
the  hands  of  one  man.  I  trust  in  God  that  the 
country  will  not  be  destined  to  snoh  a  ccmditkHi 
by  the  vote  of  this  Honse.  If  it  ^ouU,  I  can 
only  pray  that  ft  power  man  than  human  maj 
be  interposed  for  its  resone. 


KoisDAT,  December  80. 

The  Boporit  Question. 

The  Honse  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  to  refer  to  the  Oonuuittee  of  Wi^s  and 
Ueans  the  reasons  asngned  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  for  the  removal  of  the  publu) 
deposits,  with  Vi.  UoDann'B  motion  for 
instructing  the  committee  to  smort  a  bill  fot 
restoring  them  to  the  Bank  or  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Voix.  8^d  the  gentleman  from  South 
Oorolioa  opened  his  argument  by  assuming 
that  the  public  deports  had  been  unlawfully 
removed  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States ; 
that  the  President  is,  by  reason  thereof,  a 
usurper  and  a  tyrant ;  and  he  informed  us  that 
this  was  the  great  constitnticmal  question  we 
were  to  examine^  Tel^  dr,  the  gentle- 
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man  did  not  think  it  proper  to  farniah  ns  with 
anj  oi  the  u^nments  bj  which  fae  maintains 
Aese  propoeitions,  bnt  seemed  to  regard  them 
aa  self-evident.  It  is  trne,  the  gentleman  was 
vnmeasnred  in  the  violence  of  his  charges 
against  the  President  He  told  ns  that  he  had 
trampled  the  constitution  in  the  dost ;  and  he 
seemed  to  be  as  mach  enraged  on  the  occasion 
as  the  Dutch  boUr  he  spoke  of  was  witJi  the 
lottery  wheel,  and  ready  to  strike  the  adminis- 
tration  into  unaahes ;  and  with  about  as  madk 
reason.  The  poHtiral  wheel  had  tnmed  ont 
badly  for  the  gentleman.  Bat  ii^  perchance,  it 
took  another  turn ;  if  a  star  should  be  in  the 
aaoendant  from  a  new  quarter ;  if  he  shonld 
draw  the  prize,  in  a  word,  why,  then,  ar,  it 
would  be  "  as  fiiir  a  thing  as  ever  was." 

It  is  easy,  afr,  to  say  hard  things.  It  is  for- 
tnnate,  however,  for  the  Chief  Magistrate  of 
this  country,  that  his  character  is  placed  at 
such  an  elevation  that  it  requires  no  aid  from 
the  representatives  of  the  people  on  this  floor 
to  sustain  it  when  assailed.  He  is  above  the 
reach  and  power  of  any  remarks  made  here. 

But,  sir,  it  is  said  tbat  the  President  is  a 
nsorper,  a  ^rrant,  Ac,  for  having  removed  tiie 
Iate8e(setaiy  of&eTreasniy.  This  alignment 
mpposes  thttb  the  Secretary  of  the  Iraasnry 
is  responsible  to  Omigress,  and  not  to  the  Pres- 
ident, for  the  manner  in  wUch  he  discharges 
the  duties  of  his  office.  Kow,  sir,  I  undert&e 
to  affirm  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  not 
only  not  independent  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  bnt,  if  Congress  were  to  pass 
a  law  to  make  him  so,  they  would  exceed  their 
power,  uid  tiie  law  would  be  void  and  of  no 
effect.  The  Secretary  is  not  only  not  independ- 
ent of  the  Ezecntive,  but  it  is  not  in  the 

rwer  of  Congress  to  make  him  so.  By  whom 
the  Secretuy  <tf  the  Treasury  mpointedf 
Kot  by  Conf^«fla.  The  law  creates  uie  oMoe^ 
but  the  wpointment  to  it  Is  made  by  the  Pren- 
dent  of  we  United  States,  with  the  consent  of 
the  Senate.  I  beg  pardon,  sir,  for  entering 
upon  a  queetitm  ha*e  which  has  for  forty  or 
fifty  years  been  considered  a  settled  question. 
Does  the  gentleman  mean— do  those  who 
think  with  him  mean — that  the  President  has 
not  the  power  of  removing  from  office  the  Sec- 
retary ca  the  Treasury !   By  whom  is  he  ap- 

Sointedl  By  the  n^sident  of  the  United 
tateB,  with  uie  advice  and  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate. The  President,  says  the  constitution,  "shall 
nominate,  and,by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  shall  iq^K^t  ambassadors,  otiber 
pubUo  ministen,  and  oonsnls ;  judges  oi  uie  Su- 

greme  Court  and  all  other  officers  of  the  United 
tates  whose  appointments  are  not  herein 
otherwise  provi^  for,  and  which  shall  be  es- 
taUidied  1^  law.  Bnt  the  Congress  may,  by 
law,  vest  the  ammintroent  of  such  Inferior 
officers  as  they  think  proper  in  the  President 
alone,  in  the  courts  of  law,  or  in  the  heads 
of  departments."  The  heads  of  departments, 
tiberefor&  are  not  "inferior  officers,"  and  the 
power  of  i^dntment  Is  not^  and  cannot  'be, 
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in  the  Frerident  alone,  or  In  the  courts  of  law ; 
much  less  in  Congress.  Further,  Congress 
cannot  by  law  acquire  the  power  of  controlling 
the  appointment  of  heade  of  departments. 
Under  another  clause  of  the  constitution,  Con- 
gress may  indeed  appoint  their  own  officers ;  - 
but  the^  have  no  power  over  even  the  manner 
of  appomtment  of  any  other  than  inferior  offi- 
cers m  any  other  department  of  the  Govern- 
mmt. 

By  what  tenure  does  the  Seowtaiy  of  tiie 
Treuuiy,  when  appofaited  hj  the  I^eudent, 
hold  his  office  I  Altiion^  there  is  no  express 
clause  in  the  constitution  authorizing  his  re* 
moval  from  office  at  tiie  [deasnre  of  ^e  Pred- 
dentj  yet  the  power  to  remove  him  flows  from 
the  nature  of  the  ocmstitution.  He  holds  his 
power  durante  ttene  plaeiio — during  the  pleas- 
ure of  the  President.  The  judges  of  the  courts 
of  the  United  States  hold  tiieir  offices,  indeed, 
during  good  behavior,  or  for  life ;  bnt  I  deny 
that  any  other  officer  of  the  Government  holds 
his  office  b^  a  mmilar  tenure.  The  President 
and  the  Vioe  President  of  the  United  States 
hold  th^  offioea,  eadi,  tor  a  term  of  yearsL 
The  period  of  service  ct  other  officers  is  not 
limited  by  the  cCTstitation*,  but  mcording  to 
the  practice  of  the  Govenunent  in  the  time  of 
the  contemporaries  of  the  constitution,  and  ever 
since,  they  nave  been  considered  to  hold  their 
offices  at  pleasure.  If  it  were  not  so,  indeed, 
what  would  be  the  consequence  ?  If  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  could  be  made  independ- 
ent of  the  President,  still  lliere  must  be  a 
power  somewhere  to  remove  him.  If  not,  he 
must  hold  his  office  during  life,  which  I  hare 
already  shown  is  inconsistent  with  the  constitu- 
tion. 

But^  sir,  independently  of  these  views,  the 
act  itself  creating  the  Treasuiy  Department 
expressly  recoguizes  in  the  Frendent  the  con- 
stitutional power  to  remove  the  Secretary  from 
office.  He  may  remove  without  any  assigaed 
reason  whatever,  if  he  chooses  to  do  so.  The 
power  to  remove  ia  absolute  and  unqualified. 
And  if  he  may  remove  from  office  without 
assigning  any  reason  whatever,  surely  he  may 
with  reasons  ^ven.  Geatiemen  may  indeed 
difier  in  opinion  as  to  the  validity  of  the  rea- 
sons assigned ;  but  that  the  President  has  the 

Sower  to  remove,  is  unquestionable.  Nor  does  be 
erive  it  from  the  act  of  Congress  creating  this 
Department,  but  holds  it  from  and  under  the 
constitution  itselt  The  act  recognizes  it  as  a 
power  in  him  already :  it  does  not  confer  on 
him  the  power  to  remove,  lest  it  might  seem 
that  be  held  it  by  grant  of  tbe  Legislature.  The 
terms  employed  are  such  as  clearly  recognize 
the  power  to  be  from  the  constitution.  The 
act  says  that,  when  the  Secretary  shall  have 
been  removed  by  the  President,  or  sh^  be 
absent  or  indisposed,  another  officer  may,  for 
tbe  time  being,  dischai^e  the  duties  of  his 
office. 

I  take  it,  rir,  the  only  power  the  Prondent 
has  ezendsed  is  cme  not  on^  dearly  confiBrred 
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on  him  by  the  oonstHation  and  by  the  act  cre- 
ating the  Treasary  Departnmit,  bnt  one  vhich 
has  been  exercised  wiuioat  objection  from  the 
very  fonndation  of  the  Qovemment  to  the 
present  honr.  The  power  is  exeroised  under 
nis  responsibility  to  the  oonntry.  It  is  not  to 
be  exercised  cwridonsly,  Uiongh  it  may  be 
without  the  assignment  of  any  reasMi.  If  it 
be  abased,  the  oorreetire  is  fonnd  in  the  fbct 
that  the  ezeontive  power  ntoms  every  four 
rears  to  the  hands  of  the  people;  and,  if  that 
be  too  long  to  wait,  tiwFndoNit  can  be  reach- 
ed by  inqMochmeni 


XmruAT,  Jannary  9, 

iVsMnC  4if  a  Han  and  two  Borm  J^om  lAs 

Emperor  qf  Morocco. 

The  Chaib  presented  to  the  House  the  fol- 
lowiaff  Message  fhm  the  Fnaident  of  tiie 
United  States. 

WisKnieTOX,  Jammf  6, 1B84. 

To  the  Iloute  of  Jltprmntativei: 

X  communicate  to  Congress  an  extract  of  a  letter 
recently  received  from  Junes  R.  Leib,  consul  of  the 
United  States  at  Tangier,  by  which  tt  appears  that 
that  officer  has  been  Indoced  to  receive  from  the 
Emperor  of  Morocco  a  present  of  a  lion  and  two 
hones,  which  he  holds  as  belonging  to  the  United 
States.  There  bdng  no  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Exeeutive  applicable  to  the  ottjects  stated  by  Mr, 
Leib,  I  submit  the  whole  subfect  to  the  oonsidera* 
tion  of  CoDgrcas,  for  suoh  diieeUon  as  la  their  wis* 
dom  may  seem  proper.  I  have  directed  instructions 
to  be  ^ven  to  all  our  ministen  and  agents  abroad, 
requinng  that,  in  future,  nnkss  prenoudy  sutliot^ 
Ised  by  tongresa,  they  wiU  noL  under  any  dreum* 
stances,  accept  prssenta  of  any  oeseriptlon  from  any 
foreign  State. 

I  deem  it  proper,  on  this  occasion,  to  Inrite  the 
attention  of  Congress  to  the  presents  which  hare 
heretofore  been  made  to  our  pid>lie  otBcers,  and 
vidch  have  been  deported,  under  the  ordni  of  the 
Qovsmment,  in  the  Department  of  State.  These 
arlloles  are  altogether  useless  to  the  Goreniment, 
and  the  care  and  the  preservation  of  tiiem  in  the 
Department  of  Sute  are  attended  with  ooi^deraUe 
inconvenience. 

That  proTi«on  of  the  constitution  which  forUds 
any  officer,  without  the  consent  of  Congress,  to  ac- 
cept any  present  from  aoy  fortign  Power,  may  be 
coD^dered  as  having  boon  satisflsd  by  the  surreo* 
der  of  the  articles  to  the  GoTemment,  and  tiiey 
might  now  be  disposed  of  by  Congress  to  those  for 
wbom  they  were  originally  Intended,  or  to  their 
heirs,  with  obvious  propriety,  in  both  cases;  and, 
in  the  latter,  would  be  received  as  grateful  memo- 
rials of  the  cbaraeter  of  the  parent. 

As,  under  the  poslUra  oraer  now  |^ven,  shnDar 
preseala  cannot  hereafter  be  received,  even  for  the 
purpose  of  being  placed  at  the  disposal  of  ^e  Ck>v- 
emment,  I  recommend  to  Congress  to  authorize  by 
law  that  the  articles  already  in  the  Department  of 
State  shall  be  delivered  to  the  persons  to  wbom 
they  ware  orij^naUy  preaented,  if  u^og,  uid  to  tiie 
hdii  of  suoh  M  nay  UTe  died. 

AKDIUnr  JTAOKSOK. 


[JamjARv,  18U. 

The  ICessage  was  referred  to  the  Comnuttee 
on  Foreign  BeUtioni. 

TuiBDAT,  Jannary  7. 
l%c  Depont  QueaUon. 

The  House  resnmed  the  consideration  of  Qia 
motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  for  the  removal  of  the  pablio  de- 
pont^  with  l&r.  MoDtrmn's  motion  fin-  instroct- 
ing  tit9  committee  to  report  a  bjll  for  reatoriag 
tbem  to  the  Bank  of  the  Uidted  States. 

Vi.  BnnfiT  sold :  Ifr.  Speaker :  The  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  genUeman  from  Sonth  Caro- 
lina (Mr.  MoDvrPii)  proposes  to  instroet  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  "  to  report  a  Joint 
resolntion,  providing  that  the  public  revenue, 
hereafter  colleoted,  be  deponted  in  the  Buik 
of  the  United  States,  in  conformity  with  tbe 
pablio  faith,  pledged  in  the  diarter  of  the  said 
innk."  It,  therefore,  presents  directly  the 
question  of  the  sufficiency  of  the  Secretary's 
reasons  for  removing  the  pnblic  depoaits  from 
the  bank,  and  for  making  the  fbtnre  dqMwts 
elsewhere ;  and  brings  np  for  the  onutderatiai 
of  this  Honse  every  thing  that  can  bear  opon 
t^e  great  topics  of  naUonal  futh  and  pnwo 
B^ety  that  are  involved  in  the  Issne. 

I  mean  to  discuss  this  great  question,  sir,  as 
I  think  it  becomes  me  to  discuss  it,  on  my  first 
entrance  Into  this  Honse ;  as  it  would  become 
any  one  to  discuss  it,  having  the  few  relaticois 
to  extreme  party  that  I  have,  and  being  desir- 
ous, for  tbe  short  time  that  he  means  to  be 
connected  with  the  staticm,  to  do  or  omit  noth- 
ing that  shall  be  the  oooanon  of  p^nfhl  retro- 
spect. .1  mean  to  disonaa  it  aa  gravely  and 
temperately  as  I  can :  not,  air,  beoanse  it  is 
not  a  fit  subject  for  the  moat  i^w^T^tffl  and  im- 
passioned appeals  to  every  fear  and  hope  that 
a  patriot  can  entertain  for  his  oonntry — tor  I 
hold,  without  donbt,  that  it  is  so ;  bnt  becatis& 
as  the  defence  of  the  measure  to  be  examined 
comes  to  this  House  under  the  name  and  in 
the  guise  of  "  reason,"  I  deem  it  fit  to  receive 
it  and  to  try  its  preten^ons  by  the  standard 
to  which  it  appeals.  I  mean  to  examine  Uie 
Secretary's  paper,  as  the  friends  of  the  messnre 
say  it  ought  to  be  examined— to  take  the  focts 
as  he  states  them,  unless  In  the  same  paper,  or 
in  otber  papers  proceeding  from  the  same  au- 
thoril7,  there  are  ooatrodlotionB ;  and  tfam  I 
must  be  allowed  the  exercise  of  private  judg- 
ment upon  the  evidence-— to  take  the  nwtivsa 
as  the  Seeretary  atl^^  thcna-40  add  no  tuaU, 
except  such  as  arenotorioni  m  inoontwtable^ 
and  then  to  ask  tiie  impartial  Judgment  of  the 
Honae  npon  my  answer. 

Sir,  the  effort  seenu  to  be  almost  unnecessary. 
The  great  practical  answer  is  already  given  by 
the  condition  of  the  conatry.  No  reasoning 
in  this  House  can  refbte  It;  none  is  neoessaiy 
to  sustain  it.  It  oomes  to  us,  it  b  hourly  coming 
to  us.  in  tiie  lan«iage  of  truths  and  soberness, 
and  blttemeas,  from  almost  every  quarter  at 
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the  ooantiy ;  and  if  any  man  is  so  blind  to  &e 
Tealitiea  around  him  as  to  consider  all  this  but 
as  a  theatrical  exhibition  eot  np  by  the  bank, 
or  the  friends  of  the  batu:,  to  terrify  and  de- 
ceive this  nation,  be  ^111  contanne  blind  to  them 
until  the  catastrophe  of  the  great  drama  shall 
make  his  facaltlea  as  oseless  nir  the  corraotion 
of  the  evil,  as  they  now  aeem  to  b«  for  its 
prehenrion. 

Mr.  Speller,  the  change  prodncad  in  this 
country,  in  the  Aort  tpaaa  oi  three  months,  is 
-without  examine  in  the  biitory  of  this  or  any 
other  nation.  The  past  sommer  finmd  the  peo* 
jdedelie^ted  or  ecmtented  with  the  ^>parent 
a^jnstanent  of  some  of  the  most  SaatAil  oontro- 
Tfirsies  that  ever  divided  them.  The  Ohief 
Magistrate  of  the  Union  had  entered  upon  "bis 
office  for  another  term,  and  was  receiving  more 
than  the  honors  of  a  Roman  trinmph  from  the 
happy  people  of  the  middle  and  northern  States, 
withont  distinction  of  party,  age,  or  sex.  Na- 
ture promised  to  the  husbandman  an  exuberant 
crop.  Trade  was  repleniahing  the  coffers  of  the 
nation,  and  rewarding  the  merchant's  enten>rise. 
The  spindle,  and  the  shuttle,  and  every  instru- 
ment of  mechanio  industry,  were  pushing  th^ 
bnvy  labors  with  profit,  ^itenul  improve- 
ments  were  bring^g  down  the  remotest  west 
to  the  shores  of  the  Atlantic,  and  binding  and 
c<nnpaodD|  the  Aspersed  inhabitants  of  this  im- 
menee  territory  as  the  inhabitants  of  a  dngle 
State.  One  nniversal  smile  beuned  from  the 
bAppy  face  of  this  £avored  country.  But,  rir, 
we  nave  had  a  fearfol  admonition  that  we  hold 
all  such  treasnres  in  earthen  vessels;  and  a 
still  more  fearfol  one,  that  misjadg^g  man, 
either  in  error  or  in  anger,  may,  in  a  moment, 
dAsh  them  to  the  eartb,  and  break  into  a  thon- 
aand  firagmenta  the  first  creations  of  industry 
ud  intemgence. 

Sir,  the  Bank  of  tiie  United  States  held  of 
the  public  deporits  (tf  every  desoiipfion,  on  the 
1st  of  August,  1888,  acoordiug  to  we  statement 
of  t^e  Sectary  of  the  Treasury,  the  sum  of 
$7,599,981 ;  and  they  were  in  a  course  of  in- 
crease, which  the  bank  knew  as  well  as  the 
Secretary,  up  to  the  Ist  of  October,  1888,  when 
they  amounted  to  the  sum  of  $9,868,486 ;  say 
ten  millions  of  dollars.  How  was  this  money 
to  be  paid?  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had 
a  right  to  demand  its  payment,  when,  where, 
and  in  such  sum  or  sums  as  he  thooght  fit.  He 
had  such  a  power  to  do  it  in  point  of  form, 
that  the  bonk  could  not  question  its  exercise  in 
point  of  right  It  was  the  duty  of  the  bank  to 
be  prepared  to  pay  it ;  and  the  question  must 
be  answered,  how  was  the  money  to  be  paid  ? 

The  answer  ^ven  to  this  question,  and  given 
with  a  view  to  involve  the  bank  in  odium  and 
pT^udioe,  is  this :  that  she  ouj^t  to  have  pud 
it,  or  whatever  the  Secretary  chose  to  require 
of  it  in  q>eoie,  from  her  vaults,  without  dia- 
trestdng  the  commuaity,  by  calling  upon  others 
to  pay  their  debts  to  her.  To  say  nothing  of 
the  fact,  rir,  that  the  bank  has  always  p^d 
every  one,  tibe  Treasury  included,  in  specie. 


[H.  o>  a 

unless  they  preferred  something  less,  the  doc- 
trine that  she  was  to  pay  in  specie  to  the 
Treasury,  without  potting  herself  in  a  condi- 
tion to  require  it  from  aome  one  else,  ia  a  doc- 
trine which  I  cannot  admit:  it  is  one  that 
will  not  bear  ezaminataon. 

The  bank,  on  1st  October,  1888,  had  specie  in 
aU  her  vaults  to  the  extent  of  $10,668,441 .  If 
she  had  been  so  situated  at  that  time  as  that  this, 
or  any  considerable  portion  of  it,  had  leit  her 
vaults,  without  bung  brought  back  again,  the 
consequences  might  nave  been  of  the  most  per* 
idcious  eliaracter  to  hmelf  and  to  the  whole 
oountiT.  The  bank  had  &  circulation  of  more 
than  efgbt«Mi  millions  to  ausbun,  exclusive  of 
her  private  deporit&  A  new  era  had  opened. 
A  new  system  was  about  to  be  adopted  m  th« 
fiscal  ^airs  of  the  Union.  Its  effects  were  to 
be  seen.  Hie  extent  to  which  the  Treasury 
was  about  to  assail  her  could  not  be  known. 
The  slightest  interruption,  the  slightest  fear  of 
interroption,  to  her  promptness  and  pnnotnal- 
i^,  would  have  rused  uiat  apprehension  for 
her  stability  which  has  been  excited  for  others. 
Sir,  to  ask  this  bank,  under  these  circumstances, 
to  empty  her  vaults  of  specie,  without  taking 
any  messurea  of  precaution  to  repleniflh  them, 
would  have  been  to  adc  the  aUe  directors  to 
throw  away  their  whole  capital  of  repntation, 
and  that  of  the  bank  also.  They  would  have 
proved  themselves  unworthy  of  the  occasion 
on  which  tiiey  were  called  to  act.  What,  rir, 
at  the  very  outbreaking  of  the  storm,  when  no 
human  intelligence  ooold  tell  how  long  it  was  to 
last,  or  what  would  be  the  fory  of  its  violence, 
to  ask  the  pilots  of  this  bark  to  keep  alt  her 
sails  set,  and  to  throw  her  ballast  overboard  I 
No,  sir ;  the  bank  was  bound  to  do  as  she  has 
done.  She  was  bound  to  prepare  for  the  trial 
She  was  bound  to  strengthen  her  position,  by 
diminishing  her  disoonnte ;  and  she  has  dimin- 
ished them,  in  my  Judgment^  most  wisely,  moat 
discreetly,  and  moat  toideriy.  And  yet,  sir,  ifr 
is  from  this  riroomstance — the  mere  reduction 
of  loans  and  purdbase  of  bills,  without  looking 
either  to  the  necessity  for  that  reduction,  or 
to  the  extoit  and  effect  of  it — that  some  men 
of  honest  and  upright  minds  have  been  preju* 
diced  against  her.  I  can  show,  without  dim* 
culty,  uat  it  is  a  mere  prejudice. 

The  bank  had  to  pay  over  ten  millions  of 
public  deposits,  and  she  ought  not  to  have  ex- 
posed beradf  to  lose  any  material  portion  of 
her  specie,  without  being  in  a  condition  to 
recall  it  She  had  then  but  one  resource^  and 
that  was,  unless  the  interest  of  her  debtors  did 
of  itself  produce  the  effect  by  dimtniahing  their 
loans,  to  call  upcm  them  to  asrist  her  in  paying 
the  amount.  There  was  no  other  wa^  open  to 
her ;  and  the  degree  to  which  she  must  call^  in 
o^er  to  obtun  assistance  to  a  given  exten^  ia 
a  point  in  practical  banking  to  which  it  ia  ma- 
terial for  gentiemen  to  advert 

Sir,  the  Treasury  might  have  pursued  a 
course  that  would  have  mitigated  tne  evil,  by 
d<niiin^">''"C  the  oanse  of  alnm.  Having  1m 
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control  of  thia  demand,  th^  might  hare  made 
known  to  tiie  bank  tiia  times,  pntpoi^nB,  and 
places  of  the  intended  tranafen,  ud  have  tkns 
glTan  aMnranoe  to  the  bank  that  its  rednotitau 
to  meet  the  emei^ncj  need  not  exceed  the 
proposed  demand.  Bnt  the  Treasur  took  a 
difiereat  oonne ;  and,  if  anj  thing  oonld  raise 
the  embarrassment  of  the  bank,  and  the  oom- 
monity  also,  to  the  highest  dcgeed,  it  was  the 
oonrse  which  the  Treasury  pnrsaed. 

Mr.  Speaker,  what  was  that  course  I  .  Is  mj 
gentleman  in  this  House  ignorant  <xf  it  f  The 
Honorable  member  from  Tennessee  (Ur.  Polk) 
has  read  to  the  Hoose  a  passage  from  a  pam- 
phlet which  he  was  pleased  to  call  the  manifesto 
of  the  bank ;  I  shali  therefore  regard  that  pnb- 
Ueation  as  antiieatie^  and  I  will  nfbr  gentlemen 
to  the  crarrespondeuM  lietween  the  cashier  oi 
the  bank  and  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  gtatea 
that  Is  iq^»ended  to  it.  Tbvj  will  there  find 
what,  b7  agreement  with  the  bank,  had  been 
the  practice  of  the  Treasorj  when  there  was 
no  aurm  in  the  oommuui^,  when  the  bank  was 
■dtdtted  to  be  in  a  state  mperfiBct  security,  and 
free  from  the  apprehensioa  of  embarrassment. 
The  Treasarj  practice  was  to  send  to  the  bank 
a  daily  list,  specifying  ererj  draft  npon  the 
bank  from  the  Treaaury,  showing  the  amount 
drawn  for  and  the  place  of  payment,  but  omit- 
ting the  names  of  the  persons  to  whom  payable, 
to  guard  uaiuat  fraud.  Another  list  was  sent 
weekly,  with  the  date&  amonnts,  places  of  pay- 
ment, and  namea  of  we  payees.  Tbem  were 
intmaed  not  only  to  guard  the  bank  against 
flmd  and  surprise,  but  to  enable  tiie  bank 
to  regulate  the  accommodations  to  its  cus- 
tomers, as  they  were  thus  apprised  of  the 
poiiAs  at  which  their  fdnds  would  be  wanted. 
Nothing  surely  could  be  more  natural  than  to 
continue  a  practice  like  this,  when  the  deposits 
were  to  be  permanently  removed.  It  could  not 
be  doubted  by  an^  one  that  such  a  proceeding 
•must  cause  uneasmess  in  the  public  mind ;  and 
the  very  first  precaution  which  prudence  would 
have  su^ested  to  mitigate  the  alarm  was  the 
continuance  and  increase  of  these  safeguards 
of  the  bank ;  ooiidnly  not  that,  at  the  very 
oommencement  of  the  alarm,  they  should  be 
diaoontinned.  But  such  was  the  fact  That 
iher  were  discontinued,  and  that  the  bank, 
muled  and  deceived,  bad  to  deal  with  the  Treas- 
ury as  witii  an  enemy,  is  an  event  which  belongs 
exclusively  to  the  present  day,  and  to  the  exist- 
ence of  personal  feelings  in  the  department 
which  directed  the  Treasurer,  wholly  unbeoom- 
icg  the  official  transactions  of  any  Government. 

Still,  sir,  it  is  not  easy  to  accoimt  for  the 
height  of  the  preset  distress  by  ^e  mere 
chaoge  of  tiie  depoats,  nor  by  the  diminished 
use  of  them  in  the  State  banks,  when  com- 
pared with  their  use  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  from  which  they  were  taken.  These 
dronmatanoes  liad  an  efflaot,  but  they  do  not 
stand  i^one.  There  is  an  intense  apprchen^on 
fyt  the  future  connected  with  this  operation- 
Mi  ipprdbtente  which  q^ioga  from  the  Iteaa- 


ury  detennination  that  nearly  the  whole  of 
the  existing  drcolation  of  exchanges  is  to  cease ; 
and  cease  it  must,  to  a  great  extent,  if  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  ia  not  to  ooUeet  tha  paUio 
revenue. 

The  Buk  of  the  United  Statea,  Mr.  Speaker, 
has  patHnmed  her  neat  offices  to  dispeople  ter 
the  concurrence  m  two  pecoliaritiea,  whkdi 
belong  to  her — ^her  structure  and  hee  empk^- 
ment  in  the  collection  of  the  public  revenue. 
No  State  banks,  by  any  oombination,  can  effect 
the  required  exdumges  to  a  oonsiderBA>le  extent. 
No  Bank  of  the  Umted  States,  without  the  aid 
of  the  public  revenue,  can  effect  them  to  the 
extent  which  the  neoesuties  of  trade  require. 

[Ur.  BnnrxT  continued  to  argne  the  question 
at  p«at  length,  and  oonditded  aa  follows :] 

Sir,  the  change  ot  the  deporita  is  an  extraor- 
dinary mode  of  preventing  thdr  HvpUcatifHi  to 
the  purposes  of  political  power.  Before  thdr 
removal,  th^  were  in  a  bank  not  possessing 
political  power,  nor  o^iable  of  udng  it.  They 
are  now  wielded  by  those  who  possess  it,  and 
who  are  more  or  less  than  men  if  they  do  not 
wish  to  kew  it.  Then,  they  were  in  one  bank, 
undqr  one  direction ;  now,  they  will  be  in  fifty. 
Then,  they  were  in  a  bank  which  politicw 
power  could  not  lay  open  to  its  inqniiies  and 
control;  now,  th^  are  in  banks  that  have 
given  a  stipulation  for  submitting  all  tiieir  acts 
and  concerns  to  review.  Then,  if  these  depouts 
sustained  a^y  action  at  aU,  it  was  in  the  safest 
form  for  the  people— «otion  against  power  in 
office;  now,  us  aceticm  is  in  supp<nt  of  that 
power,  and  tends  to  tiie  angmentaticHi  of  what 
IS  already  great  enough. 

I  sfQ',  in  condodou  npon  tiiis  point,  if  these 
publications  are  deemed  by  this  House  to  have 
been  unlawful,  return  the  deponts  tiU  the  bank 
has  been  heard.  Go  to  the  seirs  faoiat — give 
to  the  bank  that  trial  by  jury  which  is  secured 
by  its  charter  and  is  the  birthright  of  alL  Ask 
the  unspotted  and  unsuspected  mbunals  of  the 
country  for  their  instniction.  Arraign  the 
bank  upon  the  ground  either  of  sedition,  or 
grasping  at  political  poww.  There  was  ample 
time  for  it,  and  stili  is:  and  there  is  a  great 
precedent  for  it,  which  I  commend  to  the  oon- 
aderation  of  tiiis  Hoose. 

Sir,  in  the  worst  di^  of  one  of  the  worst 
princes  of  England,  (I  mean  Oharlea  the  Second,) 
the  love  of  absolute  rule  induced  him  to  make 
an  attempt  upon  the  liberties  of  the  dty  of 
London,  whose  charter  he  desired  to  overthrow. 
He  complied  that  the  common  council  had 
taxed  hun  with  a  delay  of  justice,  and  had  pos- 
sessed the  people  with  an  ill  opinion  of  hmi ; 
and,  by  the  means  of  his  ministera  of  tiie  law, 
and  by  infunously  packing  the  bench,  having 
promoted  one  Jn^  who  was  not  satisfied  on 
the  point,  and  turned  oat  another  who  was  not 
dear,  be  snooeeded  In  obt^ing  a  jodgment, 
under  which  the  liberties  of  that  ancient  dty 
were  seized  by  the  C^wn.  But,  when  the  revo- 
lution expelled  his  successor,  and  the  principles 
of  tiie  Kitish  o(x»titiiti<Hi  oame  in  with  the 
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Honee  of  Orange,  an  early  atatnte  of  'William 
and  Kary  reversal  the  jodpnent  as  illegal  and 
arbitrary ;  and  from  that  tmid  it  has  been  the 
opprobriam  of  the  bench,  and  the  soom  of  the 
profes^cm. 

Hie  account  of  it  which  is  given  by  Bnmet  is 
thus:  **The  conrt,  finding  that  the  city  of 
London  conld  not  be  wroo^t  on  to  surrender 
their  diarter,  resolved  to  have  it  condemned  by 
a  judgment  in  the  ^ng's  Bench.  Jones  had 
died  m  May,-  so  now  Pollezfen  and  Treby 
were  chiefly  reUed  on  by  the  city  in  this  matter. 
Sawyer  was  the  Attorney-General,  a  dull,  hot 
man,  and  forward  to  serve  all  the  designs  of  tiie 
court.  He  undertook,  by  the  advice  of  San- 
ders, a  learned,  but  verr  immoral  man,  to 
overthrow  the  charter.  The  two  points  upon 
which  they  rested  the  cause  were,  that  Uie 
common  council  had  petitioned  the  King  upon 
a  prorogation  of  Parliament,  that  it  might  meet 
on  the  day  to  which  it  was  prorogued,  and  had 
taxed  the  prorogation  as  that  which  had  occa- 
sioned a  delay  of  Justice :  this  was  construed  to 
be  the  raisins  of  secUtion,  and  the  possessing 
thepeople  w^  an  ill  opinion  of  the  King." — 
"  Inien  the  matter  was  brought  near  judgment, 
BanderK  who  had  laid  the  whole  thing,  was 
made  chief  justice ;  Pemberton,  who  was  not 
satisfied  on  the  point,  being  removed  to  the 
CJommon  Pleas  on  Kort£'s  advancement. 
Dolbin,  a  jndge  of  the  ^ng's  Bench,  was  found 
not  to  be  clear;  so  he  was  turned  out,  and 
"Wiliins  came  in  his  room.  "When  sentence 
was  to  be  given,  Sanders  was  struck  with  an 
apOT>lexy,  upon  which  great  reflections  were 
made;  but  he  sent  his  judgment  in  writing, 
and  died  a  few  days  after."  As  the  only  pre- 
cedent which  the  books  present  to  us  of  forfeit- 
ure of  charter  for  sedition,  or  an  interference 
with  political  power,  it  is  notwithont  instruc- 
tion. 

Sir,  these  reasons  of  the  Secretary  being  cm 
and  ul  insnffident  to  justify  the  removal  m  the 
deposits,  the  qnestion  of  remedy  is  the  only 
(me  that  remams.  The  State  of  the  connti? 
requires  the  return ;  but  the  question  of  return 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  renewal  of  the  char- 
ter. If  renewal  were  the  object,  I  should  say, 
Do  not  put  them  back ;  leave  them  as  they 
are;  meiJce  no  provision  for  the  future,  and 
see,  at  the  end  of  two  years,  to  what  relief  the 
people  will  fly.  But,  sir,  let  ns  save  the  coun- 
try from  this  nnneoessary  suffering.  Betum 
them,  and  the  mists  will  clear  off  from  the 
horizon,  end  the  &oe  of  nature  smile  as  it  did 
before.  Return  them,  and  make  some  provision 
tot  the  day  when  the  capital  of  this  bank  is  to 
be  withdrawn  from  the  oonnfry,  if  it  is  to  be 
withdrawn.  Provide  some  control,  some  regu-. 
lation  of  your  currency.  The  time  is  still  suffi- 
cient for  it,  and  the  country  requires  it.  If, 
indeed,  this  bank  is  not  to  be  continued,  nor 
another  to  be  supplied,  nor  a  control  devised  to 
prevent  the  State  banks  from^ooting  ont  of  their 
orbits,  and  bringing  on  confusion  and  ruin,  then 
I  otmfess  that  I  see  no  benefit  in  putting  (oS  the 
VouXH.— 86 


i;h.iwr. 

evil  for  two  years  longer.  The  storm  must 
come,  in  which  every  one  must  seize  such  {lank 
of  safety  as  he  may  ont  of  the  common  wreck ; 
and  it  is  not  the  part  either  of  true  courage  or 
of  provident  caution  to  wish  it  deferred  for 
a  little  time  longer. 

Sir,  I  have  done.  I  have  now  dosed  my 
remarks  upon  the  question  of  the  public  depos- 
its, second  in  importance  to  none  that  has  oc- 
curred in  the  course  of  the  present  administra- 
tion, whether  we  regard  its  relalion^.to  the 
public  fiuth,  to  the  onrrent^,  or  to  the  eqid- 
poise  of  the  different  deparlanenta  of  onr  Ckit- 
emment.  It  is  with  nn^gned  satisfaction 
that  I  have  raised  my  feeble  voice  in  behalf  of 
the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  fron 
South  Oarolina,  whose  enlightened  labon  In 
this  great  cause,  throaeh  a  course  of  years,  have 
inseparably  connected  his  name  witlt  those 
principles  upon  which  the  secnrity,  the  value, 
aud  the  enjoyment  of  property  depend ;  and 
it  will  be  sufficient  rewaxd  for  me  if  I  shall  be 
thought  not  to  have  impaired  the  effect  of  hia 
efforts,  nor  to  have  retarded  the  progress  of 
those  principles  to  their  ultimate  establishment. 
For  myself,  I  olum  the  advantage  of  saying 
that,  as  I  have  not  ocHisdonsly  uttered  a  senti- 
ment in  the  spirit  ot  mere  party  politics,  so  I 
trust  that  my  answers  to  the  Secretary  will 
not  be  encountered  in  Hxat  spirit.  If  the  great 
and  permanent  interests  of  the  country  Aonld 
be  above  the  influence  of  party,  so  should  be 
the  diacnssionB  which  involve  them.  It  ought 
not  to  be,  it  cannot  be,  that  such  questions 
shall  be  decided  in  this  Eonse  as  party  ques- 
tions. The  question  of  the  hank  is  one  of  pub- 
lic faith ;  that  of  the  currency  is  a  question  of 
national  prosperity ;  that  of  tiie  constitutional 
control  of  tlie  treasury  is  a  question  of  national 
existence.  It  is  impoarible  that  such  moment- 
ous  interests  shall  be  tried  and  determined  by 
those  rules  and  standards  which,  in  tilings  in- 
different in  themselves,  parties  nsnally  resort 
to.  They  concern  onr  country  at  borne  and 
abroad,  now,  and  to  all  future  time ;  tiiey  con- 
cern the  cause  oi  freedom  ever^here ;  and,  if 
they  shall  be  settled  under  the  mfluence  of  any 
considerations  but  justice  and  patriotism — sa- 
cred justice  and  enlightened  patriotism — the 
dejected  friends  of  freedom  dispersed  thronghont 
the  earth,  the  patriots  of  this  land,  and  the  pa- 
triots of  all  lands,  must  finally  surrender  their 
extinguished  hopes  to  the  bitter  conviction  that 
the  spirit  of  party  is  a  more  deadly  foe  to 
free  institotiona  than  the  sjdrit  of  despotism. 


WsinnsDAT,  Jannary  8. 

The  following  letter  was  received  by  the 
Speaker  of  the  House,  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  tiie  table : 

Hocsz  or  RxpHxsiiiTATivxB,  January  8,  1884. 

SiB :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  my  seat 
in  the  Eonse  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States, 
I  over  which  yoo  pvedde.  Ina  beoome  vacant  by  zes- 


Retynaiiom  of  Mr.  SvOard. 
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ii«utttDiLAddn«ed  to  tin  ExeeutiTe  of  the  State 
rf  l«pT'ri*" 

I  bave  the  honor  to  be,  rery  respectfuUr, 
Tonr  obedient  Benrant, 
H.  A.  BULLABD. 

To  the  Bon.  Akdbitt  SrEWiaoH, 

Spwtnr  t/tJu  Hvmu  o/  SeprtMntativu, 


TmoDAT,  Jannarjr  14 

Semwal  of  the  Depctiti. 

The  HoiUM  ranuned  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  to  refer  the  Secretary  of  tbd  Treasury's 
report  on  the  depocits  to  the  Oonanittee  of 
'ffajs  and  ICeana;  liie  qoestion  being  npon  the 
motion  of  2&.  MoDuivib  to  add  to  uie  motion 
ibr  reflEvenee  the  MowiDg  inatniotiona  to  the 
aaid  committee: 

*''Vnik  hutmcUoni  to  report  a  jtnnt  reiohition, 
imTiding  titat  the  pubBe  rerenae  hereafter  collect- 
ed shall  be  deposited  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  in  compliance  with  the  pabQo  &ith,  pledged 
by  the  charter  of  the  said  bank." 

Mr.  Cahbbslbko  said :  In  debating  this  impor- 
tant qneetion,  Ur.  Spacer,  I  shall  endeavor  to 
discard  all  political  oonsiderationB.  Indeed,  nr. 
the  frienda  td  the  oonstitation  and  of  a  aonnd 
oorrenoy  find  tiiemselvea,  upon  this  bank  ques- 
tion, in  an  attitude  of  neutrality  between  the 
two  and^t  parties  which  have  governed  this 
country  einoe  the  adoption  of  the  oonstitntion ; 
for,  if  the  one  gave  the  first  blow,  the  other  in- 
flicted the  deepest  wound. 

It  U  not  necessary  for  me,  nr,  to  undertake 
the  defence  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasary. 
That  officer  has  vindicated  his  own  cause  with 
ability,  and,  I  may  add — ^what  is  not  less  im- 
pwtant  in  onr  public  documents— with  dcco- 
rom.  I  wish  I  could  pay  the  same  compliment 
to  the  report  of  tiie  banc  committee,  m  dis- 
ons^ng  tne  question  before  us,  I  shall  ezerciae 
the  right— and  I  presume  every  member  will 
do  the  aame — of  mquiring  into  the  propriety 
<xf  tiie  measure  adopted  by  the  Exeontive  brandi 
of  the  Oovemment ;  and  of  stating,  on  that 
much  more  important  question,  my  reasons  for 
believing  that  the  deposits  ougnt  not  to  be,  re- 
stored to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  In 
purening  that  course,  I  am  sure  I  shall  act  in 
accordance  with  the  views  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  notwithstanding  the  version  given 
to  his  opinions  by  the  gentleman  from  Fennsyl- 
vania,  (Mr.  Binnbt,)  who  makes  that  officer 
deny  the  right  of  this  House  to  control  the 
qoestion.  So  far  from  oliuming  the  exclusive 
oontrtd  over  the  pnbUo  deposits,  the  Secretary 
expressly  says  that  "  his  nght  to  dedgnate  the 
place  of  deport  was  always  neeessBiily  subject 
to  the  control  of  Congress."  Bat,  sir,  I  can 
refer  the  gentiemon  from  Pennsylvania  to  an 
authority  whi<^  carries  the  ri^t  of  the  Treas- 
ary and  (tf  the  Execntive  over  the  question  £u- 
beyond  any  ground  now  assumed  by  the  Sec- 
retary, and  which,  also,  famishes  a  very  able 


reply  to  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  himself 
'When  the  conduct  of  the  b^nk  was  tlie  subject 
of  debate  in  1619,  a  gentleman  who  was  a  di- 
rector  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  (Mr. 
Sergeant,)  contended  that,  "  if  we  undertake  to 
examine  the  general  administration  of  affairs 
of  the  bank,  or  to  investigate  the  conduct  of 
particular  directors  we  are  involved  at  once 
in  the  danger  of  an  interference  with  the  Exec- 
utive. To  that  department  it  belongs  to  decide 
whether  the  public  duty  has  been  performed." 

Keither,  Wr,  Speaker,  shall  I  conceive  it  my 
doty  to  defend  the  Exeoative  fnr  inteifbring 
with  the  removal  of  the  deposits.  Were  I  to  do 
so,  I  might  engage  in  this  grave  and  profound 
inquiry— wheuier  the  Treasary.be  an  executive 
deputinent  or  m>t  Imi^g^tpushmyresearohes 
to  an  earlier  period  in  onr  history,  and  involve 
one  of  onr  former  Presidents  in  a  mnch  more 
serious  difficulty  than  that  in  which  we  find  the 
present  Chief  Magistrate.  It  is  fortunate,  indeed, 
that  the  important  discovery,  that  the  Treasoxy 
is  not  an  executive  department,  had  not  been 
made  in  1800 ;  for,  »r,  in  that  year,  according 
to  the  doctrine  now  maiatiuned,  a  moat  flagrant 
outrage  was  committed  upon  the  laws  uid  the 
constitution.  .  Congress,  by  the  act  of  the  24th 
of  April,  1800,  authorized  the  Freddent  "  to 
direct  ma  varions  offloes  belon^ng  to  the  sev- 
eral exeoative  departments"  to  be  removed 
from  Philadelphia  to  Washbgton.  In  those 
simple  days  they  actually  foi^t  the  Treanuiy 
altogether,  and  ikt  it  remaining  in  Philadelphia, 
where,  acowding  to  the  modem  construction, 
it  should  have  remained  to  tins  day^  .But  the 
President,  by  an  extraordinary  act  of  usurpa- 
tion, removed — -not  the  depoaits,  ar — ^but  the 
very  department  itself,  presuming  it  to  be  a 
branch  of  the  Executive  f  Fortunately  for  him, 
he  did  not  live  in  our  times,  or  we  know  not 
what  might  have  been  his  fiiite.  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
have  no  wish  to  treat  the  (^anions  or  arguments 
of  gentiemen  lightly  or  with  disrespect ;  but 
it  seems  to  me  that  there  is  aboat  as  much 
Bolictity  in  this  ammient,  that  the  Treasary  is 
not  an  exeoative  department,  as  there  is  In  its 
concomitant,  that  directing  the  public  revenue 
to  be  oollocced  in  Third  instead  of  Chestnut 
Street  arms  the  Executive  with  the  powers  of 
the  parse  and  the  sword,  and  endangers  the. 
liberties  of  my  country. 

Were  I  to  vindicate. the  conduct  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  I  would  defend  him 
as  he  would  defend  himself^  were  he  now 
arraigned  at  your  bar.  I  would  protect  him  with 
no  Treasury  shield.  I  would  evade  no  question 
— shun  no  responsibility.  I  would  tell  yoa  he 
had  dlschai^ed  a  great  public  da^ — a  duty 
assigned  him  by  the  constitntion — an  authtni^ 
paramount  to  all  your  laws ;  particularly  one 
which  never  rested  on  any  constitutional  foun- 
dation; and  more  especiaUy  an  act  whiolu 
whether  constitational  or  not,  has  been  violatea 
by  the  party  for  whose  benefit  it  was  intended. 
I  Toula  wik  yon,  who  is  there  now  living  who 
has  dona  more  to  re-eatablijA  the  authority  of 
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the  constitntioD  ?  When  the  President  came 
into  office,  be  found  tiiiB  h^l  thronged  with 
able  and  eloqnent  men,  advocating  the  verj  doc- 
trines which  are  now  repudiated.  When  a  gen- 
tleman from  Yir^ia— that  State  which  never 
haa  abandoned  the  constitntion — rose  to  make 
a  constitutional  ,  argument,  it  excited  a  smile  of 
ridiccde  or  deridon.  But  now,  how  changed 
the  scene  I  We  are  all  constatntionalistB — we 
are  roused  at  the  aligbtest  infraction,  real  or 
imaginaiy,  of  the  laws  or  the  oonfltitntion.  The 
ten^ojr  to  oonaolidation  ia  only  arrested, 
bat  we  seem  to  be  rashing  to  the  opposite  ex- 
treme. And  to  whom  are  we  indebted  for  this 
change  ?  To  whom  but  that  man  who  du-ed 
to  "  assume  the  responsibilttj  " — who  ventared 
to  appeal  from  the  decision  of  Congress  to  the 
judgment  of  his"  coimtry— to'  him  who  has  been 
the  instroment  in  the  hands  of  the  people  of 
effecting  a  (weat  civil  revolution?  Yes,  mr; 
he  found  at  the  commencement  of  his  adminis- 
tration every  department  of  the  Government 
contaminated  wiui  onconstitational  doctrines ; 
he  foond  a  &brio  of  Government  erected  her& 
of  which  the  basis  was  the  Bmk  of  the  United 
States;  the  Bnperstmetnre,  the  tariff  and  a 
national  system  d  internal  improrements.  We 
have  seen  the  p&rts  of  this  edifice  f^ve  way, 
till  nothing  remains  but  the  fonndation — the 
geutieman  from  Sonth  Carolina's  '*rock  of  ada- 
mant" Nothing  remains,  sir,  bat  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  On  that  question  the 
Preffldent  has  discharged  his  duty — ^the  people 
have  ratified  his  decision — it  now  only  remains 
for  their  representatives  to  pnt  this  question 
forever  at  rest  That  opportunity  is  now  pre- 
sented. For  the  motion  now  pending  is  more 
important  in  its  eonseqnenoes  than  the  mere 
restoration  of  the  deposits;  it  Involves  not 
merdy  the  temporary  interests  aS  toade  and 
revenue,  bat  the  existence  of  the  constitution 
and  the  permanent  welfare  of  the  country ;  it 
is,  in  effect,  a  motion  to  recharter  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  Yes,  sdr,  after  having  de- 
bated and  decided  that  question  everywhere 
two  years  ago,  it  is  ag«n  revived,  and  the 
coon^  must  be  a  second  time  agitated  in  a 
hopeless  Btrug^e  to  obtain  a  renewal  of  its 
charter.  I  haa  hoped,  for  the  sake  of  the  public 
tranquillity,  that  the  institution  would  have 
submitted  to  its  fate ;  but  when  I  observe  its 
course  for  the  last  three  years,  and  its  measures 
for  some  months  post — when  I  see  the  recent 
movements  abroad,  with  the  hope — ^Qie  vain 
sir— of  operating  npon  the  f^rs  and  Oie 
pcmncal  inte^^ty  of  this  House — when  I  notice 
a  manifest  design  to  alarm  the  pablio  mind,  to 
prostrate  commercial  credit,  to  distress  trade, 
and  to  paralyze  the  industry  of  tlie  country — I 
am  almost  compelled,  sir,  to  respond  the 
opinion  expressed  by  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, (Ur.  BiNNET,)  that  "the  time  has 
come  when  g^tlemen  are  disposed  to  do  more 
for  one  cause  than  fbr  the  cause  of  their  coun- 
try." 

Mr.  Speaker,  to  retora  to  this  qaesti^m  of  the 


remov^  of  the  deposits :  X  care  not  fctr  these 
expenditures  for  the  printing  and  distribution 
of  essays,  speeches,  and  reviewsL  It  is  the 
natural  resort  of  every  such  institntion.  Be* 
sides,  sir,  whenever  the  people  of  this  countiy 
can  be  convinced  that  a  national  bank  is  for 
their  individual  benefit;  whenever  they  are 
persuaded  that  it  is  compatible  with  the  perma- 
nent existence  of  republican  institutions,  or  oid- 
culated  to  strengthen  the  defences  of  avil  Ub- 
erty,  ire  sarrender  the  qnesticai:  far  % 
people  entertaining  such  (^dmons  will  wm 
erect  for  Ihemsetves  a  Oovemment  tt  a  Tai7 
different  oharaoter  npon  the  ruins  vlt  tJM 
republic. 

Nor,  sir,  do  I  ohject  to  the  interference  of 
the  officers  and  dependants  of  the  inStitation  fn 
OQ^  elections.  X  hold  those  who  chartered  the 
bank  accountable  for  that  The  gentieman  from 
South  Carolina  (Vr.  HoDumB)  must  seek  in 
some  other  world  for  a  people  destitnto  of  the 
passions  of  our  race,  before  he  will  find  a  coun- 
try where  the  officers  and  dependants  of 
banks  or  Governments  will  not  interfere  with 
elections  wherever  the  right  of  snfifrage  ia  en- 
joyed. It  is  unsafe  to  rest  our  public  policy,  or 
our  political  hopes,  on  any  sueh  artifldal  foun- 
dation. I  am  glad,  sir,  that  the  institution 
has  engaged  in  our  elections,  and  I  congratulate 
my  country  that  the  President  presented  this 
question  at  an  early  day  for  its  decision.  It 
has  been  folly  and  furly  considered  and  settled, 
for  the  first  time  since  the  adoption  of  the  con- 
stitution. The  old  bank  was  not  founded  on 
popular  will,  and  the  present  institution  was 
the  last  of  those  extraordinary  measures  which 
were  projected  in  1814,  *16,  and  '16.  The  ques- 
tion haa  been  at  last  fairly  submitted  to  the 
pecnde*  the  result  Is  the  largest  minority 
agamst  the  Bank  of  tiie  United  States  that  baa 
ever  been  known  since  the  adoption  of  the  oon- 
stitution.  We  have  every  reason,  sir,  to  oon- 
gratnlate  our  country  on  the  result  of  our 
late  contests :  it  proves  our  devotion  to  the 
Union  and  the  constitntion ;  it  proves  that  publio 
opinion  is  as  sound  now,  at  the  close  of  nev 
half  a  century,  as  it  was  at  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution.  It  renews  the  patriot's  confidence 
in  the  stabilily  of  our  republican  Government 

Neither  should  X  justify  the  removal  of  the 
deposits  from  any  apprehension  of  the  insol- 
vency of  the  institution.  On  this  point  the  gen- 
tieman from  Sonth  Carolina,  (Mr.  MoDin^tiJ 
no  doubt,  unintentiooally,  has  done  me  some 
injustice.  I  never  supposed,  however  ita  affidn 
may  have  be«i  maiu^^  and  whatever  cUvi- 
dend  its  stocJcholdws  may  ultimately  receive 
that  the  whole  capital  of  thirty-five  milliona 
had  been  wasted.  There  was  but  one  member 
of  the  committee  to  which  we  belonged  who 
desired  to  express  an  opinion  on  the  insolvency 
of  the  institution,  and  who  would  have  done  so, 
had  his  associates  consented  to  it.  And,  sir, 
if  the  gentieman  from  South  Carolina  means  to 
prosecute  any  one  for  this  libd  or  slander,  I 
must  leave  mm  to  settie  the  questicsi  of  dam-^ 
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ages  with  bis  friend  the  gentleman  from  Georgia. 
(Mr.  CiATTON.)  Bat,  sir,  I  did  entertain  and 
express  the  opinion  that  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  would  be  nnable  to  pay  the  three  per 
e«itB  at  tite  time  when  the  QoTemment  would 
require  their  payment.  Was  that  prophecy 
fdlfilledl  Were  the  three  per  oents  paid  on 
the  1st  of  Joly,  or  the  Int  Ootober,  1882,  or 
even  on  the  Ist  of  Jannary,  1838?  What  was 
tUe  condition  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
in  Febroary,  1882  ?  X  will  not  give  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  my  opinions ;  I  will 
give  him  the  opinions  of  one  entitled  to  the 
highest  respect— of  a  gentleman  now  no  more 
— to  whose  memory  I  sboold  do  ii^natice  were 
I  not  to  say  that,  for  skill,  ability,  and  experi- 
ence in  banking,  he  had  no  saperlor  in  this 
ooontry ;  of  one  who  had  directed  the  afiaira 
«f  one  our  largest  banking  inatitutionB,  and 
who  was,  moreoTer,  a  decided  ftiend  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Statea,  and  as  deoided  an 
opponent  of  tlua  administration.  What  account 
does  he  g^ve  of  the  condilaon  of  the  bank,  in 
his  letter  of  the  16th  Febroary,  1883  ? 

'*  X  tare  seen  the  Etalement  of  the  affldra  of  the 
bank  for  1881  reported  to  Gongresfl,  and  I  confess 
I  am  slarmed  at  the  picture.  Their  loons  hare 
bees  increased  ia  the  year  from  forty-fire  to  sixty'«x 
milliona,  while  their  apede  has  decreased  from  twelve 
io  sevea  millions.  The  bank  baa  now  outataod- 
ing  that  vast  amonnt  of  loans — (which  it  will  find 
it  difficult  to  reduce  or  call  in,)  its  specie  low — ^no 
funds  in  Eorope  to  draw  for ;  on  the  contrary,  in  debt 
a  milUon  and  a  half — exchange  at  eleren  per  cent, 
premium — specie  shipping  by  every  packet — ^by  that 
of  to-day  f 140,000---more  Uian  twenty  millions  of 
their  notes  in  circulation,  which  the  pressure  of  the 
times  will  bring  back  upon  them  rapidly — and  their 
private  deporita  liable  to  be  withdrawn.  They  have 
aoted  Uke  madmen,  and  deaarre  to  have  couserra- 
toTS  appointed  over  them." 

They  have  acted  like  madmen  and  deserve  to 
have  conservators  appointed  over  them  I  Thia, 
too,  Uie  opinion  m  an  experienced  banker — 
a  fdend  of  the  bank  and  an  exponent  to  this 
a^idniatraUon.  Thia  was  the  origin  of  our 
present  distresa,  as  I  shall  presently  show.  Do 
ve  not  see,  dr,  how  impouUo  it  is  in  iha  Oov- 
emment  to  give  to  any  aoch  inatitntion  thia 
•immeuae  power  over  the  property  and  welfare 
of  the  oonntry  ?  Have  we  not,  in  this  brief 
atatement  of  its  transactions  for  a  single  year— 
if  I  may  borrow  the  language  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania — "  a  fearful  admonition 
that  we  hold  all  our  treasures  in  earthen  vessels  " 
— "  that  misjudging  man,  either  in  error  or  in 
anger,  may,  in  a  moment,  dash  them  to  the 
earth,  and  break  Into  a  thousand  fragments  the 
finest  creations  of  industry  and  intdligenoo  t  " 
1  was  happy  to  hear  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
aylvania  aaj  that  he  was  not  a  member  of  the 
board  in  1881.  No,  tar ;  had  he  been  then  a 
director  of  the  institution,  I  am  sure  he  never 
would  have  consented  that,  after  fifteen  years' 
existence,  it  should  suddemy  augment  its  com- 
jnemal  loana  nearly  fifty  per  cent.  No,  dr; 
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after  the  President  had  annomiced  his  hostility 
to  the  bank,  when  it  was  probable,  nay,  almost 
oertaln,  that  it  would  not  be  rechaitored,  he 
never  codld  have  consented  to  an  ezpanuon  of 
its  oonnnerdal  loans  of  more  than  twoaty  mil- 
lions, merely  to  increase  the  embarrassmenta  oi 
trade  in  curtailing  that  additional  amount  upon 
winding  np  its  a^rs.  I  have  too  much  con- 
fidence in  his  judement  and  humanity  to  be- 
lieve that  he  would  thus  rashly  aport  with  and 
put  in  jeopardy  the  property  and  welfare  of 
the  country.  ^ 

But  this  is  not  all.  The  sudden  expansion 
of  the  commercial  loans  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  was  made  with  the.  knowledge, 
as  we  are  informed  in  the  report  of  the  bank 
committee,  that "  there  were  more  than  twenty- 
five  millions  and  a  half  of  the  prinoipal  and 
interest  of  the  pnbKc  debt,  payable  in  the  year 
1882— fkvm  Slat  December,  1881,  to  1st  Juin- 
ary,  1888 — of  which  more  than  fifteen  milliona 
were  to  be  pud  in  fifteen  months,  and  between 
eight  and  nine  of  it  to  foreigners."  Is  it  sur- 
prising that  the  bank  should  have  been  embar- 
rassed and  driven  to  every  expedient  in  1882 1 
Tet,  sir,  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
tells  us  *'  that  the  bank  saved  the  oountij  by 
its  able  management"  The  bank  saved  the 
country !  Why,  if  it  had  not  negotiated  a  loan 
of  some  Uurteen  millions  with  Government,  and 
of  fbnr  or  five  milliona  with  foreign  bankers,  it 
would  have  been  driven  to  the  necesrity  of 
mining  its  debtors,  protest^g  onr  Treasury 
warrants,  or  <^  snapending  its  pi^mttitB,  Yes, 
sir,  the  ^tleman  from  South  Carolina  would 
have  discovered  that  his  rock  of  adamant  rested 
on  a  quicksand. 

I  do  not  wonder,  Ifr.  Speaker,  that  both  the 
gentleman  from  South  Oarolina  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  wish  to  consider  thia 
affair  of  the  three  per  cents  as  "  an  old  story  " 
— that  they  would  cover  It  with  the  veil  of 
oblivion.  I  wish,  for  the  credit  of  the  institu- 
tion, that  it  had  never  occurred.  What  was  the 
transaction!  As  early  as  Ifaroh,  1882,  before 
Qovemment  had  made  any  arrangement  for  the 
redemption  of  these  stocks,  the  board  author- 
ized the  ^change  committee  to  n^iotiate  with 
the  public  creditors.  Soon  after  this,  the  Treas- 
ury announced  its  intention  to  pay  a  portion  of 
them  iu  July.  The  preddent  of  the  bank  vis- 
ited Washington,  and  made  a  positive  arrange- 
ment with  ute  Government  to  pay  a  part  on 
the  1st  of  October,  and  the  remainder  on  the 
1st  of  January ;  the  bank  assuming  a  quarter's 
Interest  on  a  portion  of  them.  After  this  ar- 
rangement had  been  made,  without  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  Treasury,  of  the  Oovemment  di- 
rectors, or  evm  of  the  board,  an  agent  waa 
drapatdied  to  England  to  negotiate  with  the 
holdns  of  the  three  per  oente,  to  the  extent 
(rf  five  milliona,  to  postpone  ue  payment  for 
twelve  months,  and  conditionally  for  a  fiirther 
term.  Was  no  stipulation  violated)  ^by,  sir, 
let  me  put  a  case  to  the  gentleman  from  Sonth 
Oandina.  Suppose  he  had  contracted  with  his 
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factor  at  Angnsta  to  Feceire  his  monej^s  and  paj 
Ms  debts ;  sappoae  that,  in  March^  1882,  he  had 
annoanoed  to  hia  factor  that  he  owed  a  debt  of 
ten  tboasand  d<^ara,  which  he  wished  him  to 

Say,  a  part  on  the  1st  of  Jnly,  and  the  remain- 
er  on  the  1st  of  October.  The  factor  Tisita 
Edgefield,  states  to  him  tliat  he  had  loaned  the 
money  to  his  onstomera,  and  that  he  should  be 
obliged  to  distress  them  if  he  withdrew  it  at 
so  early  a  p^iod.  He,  howeTer,  makes  an  ar- 
rangement to  pay  the  amount  in  October  and 
Janoary.  After  this,  and  without  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  gentleman  from  Sonth  Carolina, 
suppose  the  factor  should  ^o  to  the  holder  of 
the  note,  and  arrange  with  him  to  poe^one  the 
Myment  Ibr  twelve  montlti  at  three  per  ooit. 
iDtavst,  while  he  would  oontinue  to  loan  the 
money  of  his  employer  to  his  customers  at  six. 
Kow,  suppose  the  genUeman  from  South  Caro- 
lina should  accidentally  discover  this  arrange- 
ment ;  would  he  feel  himself  bound  by  his  con- 
tract to  continae  that  agency  1  Wotild  not  the 
contract  be  annulled !  Suppose  he  had  with- 
drawn his  moneys  from  his  hands ;  would  he 
restore  the  deposits!  No,  sir,  never — ^never 
would  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  con- 
fide in  that  agent  again.  Sir.  I  wish  to  do  im- 
partial Justice  in  this  matter  between  the  bank 
and  the  Government  The  conduct  of  the  for- 
mer cannot  be  justified ;  and,  as  It  regards  the 
latter,  it  is  vain  to  talk  of  plighted  faith  and 
^olabed  honor,  fbr  all  its  obngaUona  were  can- 
celled— forever  oanoelled— from  the  date  of  that 
ti'ansactiotL 

There  is,  however,  another  view  to  be  taken 
of  the  relations  existing  between  the  bank  and 
the  Government.  We  have  lessened  the  dig- 
nity of  our  Government  by  engaging  in  and 
sharing  in  the  profits  of  one  of  the  trades  of 
the  community.  We  have  become  discounters 
of  notes,  bill  brokers,  and  dealers  in  ccnn  and 
bidlioa.  We  have  entered  into  partnership 
with  an  association  of  c^italists,  and  have  em- 
ployed seven  millions  of  the  public  money  in  a 
great  banking  oonoem.  Those  whom  we  have 
appointed  to  represent  our  seven  milliona  in- 
form us  that  a  loan  to  the  extentof  fbnr  or  five 
millions  has  been  negotiated  by  onr  partners, 
without  their  knowledge  or  consent ;  that  they 
refuse  to  exhibit  vouchers  for  the  expenditures 
of  the  concern;  that  they  deny  to  them  eH 
participation  in  the  management  of  the  co-part- 
nership ;  and  that  they  have  no  control  what- 
ever over  any  of  its  afiairs.  Now,  sir,  what 
would  be  the  course  of  a  capitalist  under  snch 
dronmstanees !  Would  he  not  immediately 
withdraw  his  representatives,  and  announce 
to  the  voild  a  diascdation  ot  eo-parbierahip  t 
Wonid  not  all  his  obUntions  to  his  partners  be 
cancelled  fiweverf  Surely,  nr.  the  bank  and 
the  Government  are  not  bound  by  less  rigid 
iwtions  of  honor,  law,  or  equity,  than  would 
ffovem  the  commercial  communitr.  We  are, 
besides,  bound  to  protect  the  directors,  who 
represent  oa  and  guard  the  poblio  interest  in 
that  institntion.  Had  they  been  leas  MOM 
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to  the  Govenimait,  they  would  have  bean 
tre^sd  with  more  respect  by  their  asaodate^ 
and  never  would  have  been  attacked  by  the 
bank  or  its  friends. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  Government  was  bound  b7 
other  and  higher  obligations  to  remove  the  de- 
posits— ^by  its  obligations  to  the  country,  grow- 
ing out  of  the  misconduct  of  the  bank.  H&ppy 
would  it  have  been  for  our  commercial  interest 
had  the  Government  alone  been  wronged,  and 
had  the  ealamitous  effects  of  the  baiiK's  mis- 
management not  Miea  upon  the  trade  and  in- 
dustry of  the  country.  We  have  heard  much 
of  the  present  distress,  and  of  the  removal  of 
the  deposits.  The  gentleman  from  Fennsylva^ 
nia  (lb.  BnmT)  a&iits  that  the  mere  transfer 
of  ten  ndIli(Hi8  of  money  could  produce  no  sadi 
results.  Sir,  no  man  can  believe  it  who  un- 
derstands any  thing  of  banking.  The  same 
measure  produced  no  such  effects  in  1811 ;  nor 
did  a  rimilar  one  to  a  greater  extent  in  1817, 
when  tlie  public  deposits  were  transferred  from 
the  local  banks  to  the  United  States  Bank.  Wo 
have  drawn  asnually,  for  years  past,  more 
money  from  the  buik  to  pay  the  pnncipal  and 
interest  of  the  public  debt.  No,  it  is  not  the 
transfer  of  ten  or  twenty  millions  that  can  dis- 
tress a  nation^qjoyii^  like  onrs,  a  substantial 
prosperity,  xhe  meaent  proatrated  condition 
of  commercial  credit  in  this  country  is  owing 
exclusively^  whether  through  error  or  by  de- 
sign, to  the  mismanagnnent  of  the  sfTairs  ctf 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  the  years 

1831,  'S2,  and  '83— to  the  extraordinary  and 
sudden  expansion  and  contraction  of  its  com- 
mercial credits  during  those  three  years,  when 
it  was  almost  certunly  known  that  the  bank 
would  not  be  reohartered.  We  are  informed, 
air,  by  the  report  of  the  bank  committee— for 
I  shaU  adduce  no  authority  not  emanating  from 
the  bank  or  its  friends — we  are  informed  that, 
between  Hay,  1880,  and  May,  1882,  its  loans 
"to  individuals"  were  increased  more  than 
twenty-seven  millions  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  on  an  a^regate  of  forty-three  milliona 
two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  being  an  increase 
of  more  than  sixty  per  cent,  principally  in 
1881,  and  all  subsequent  to  the  date  whenthere 
was  not  the  least  prospect  of  the  bank's  ever 
being  rechartered.  We  are  also  informed  in 
the  same  document,  that,  between  May,  1882, 
and  November,  1888,  the  bank  had  reduced  its 
commercial  loans  thirteen  miUloos  two  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars ;  and,  by  a  subsequent 
report  of  the  bank  of  the  2a  December,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  af^regate  reduction,  from  May, 

1832,  to  December,  1888,  was  abont  sixteen  mil- 
lions ;  and  that  the  most  of  that  reduction  oc- 
curred ainee  the  question  the  removal  flie 
deposits  had  been  agitated.  Thus  we  have  an 
aggregate  fluctuation  in  the  commercial  credits, 
controlled  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
of  more  than  forty-three  millions.  But,  sir, 
even  this  would  have  produced  little  or  no 
efEisct  upon  the  great  mass  of  commercial  credit 
alw^  existing  in  this  prosperooi  coanb7. 

Digitized  by  Google 


Semcmal  qfthe  DepotiU. 


4oe 


ABRIDGMENT  OP  THE 


a.  «»  R.] 


[Jakuart,  1834 


Wliile,  faowerer,  tha  Bank  of  the  United  BUtM 
hH  beeii,  whether  hj  derign  or  not,  engaged  in 
thtti  nwhiy  iporting  with  the  interests  of  trade, 
It  has  been  mainlr  inatmrnental  in  setting  in 
motion  near  five  handt«d  local  banks,  which 
hftve  been  also  emplojed  in  expanding  and  con- 
traoting  th^r  oommeroial  loana ;  making,  prob- 
ably, an  aggregate  flneUtaUon  of  these  bank 
or^ts  to  trade,  to  the  ezteDt  at  two  or  three 
hnn^«d  millions  of  debars.  When  we  o<ni- 
aider  how  this  mnst  have  affiaetad  the  private 
eonoems  between  merchants  and  trader^  w* 
mAj  hnagine,  though  it  is  imposdUe  to  meas- 
ore,  the  extent  of  uie  flnotnatioit  In  the  whole 
maaa  of  onmnerdal  ere^t  ia  tha  Uidon.  StilL 
rir,  rich  as  onr  ooontry  is  in  reeoorces,.  and 
bnoyant  in  prosperitT,  it  could  have  withstood 
all  thia,  had  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  in 
onrtdUng  its  loans,  acted  towards  onr  local  in- 
stitutions with  that  liberality  which  wonld 
have  promoted  its  own  interest,  and  oheiished 
the  prosperi^  of  trade  and  indostrr.  It  is  not, 
sir,  the  redaction  of  the  loans  of  ux-aad-twenty 
bankl  scattered  over  this  vast  confederacy,  at 
the  rate  of  one,  two,  or  thrae  milUona  monthly, 
that  oan  diatresa  a  nation.  No,  dr,  the  bank 
nd^t  do  idl  thia,  and  wind  up  ita  eoooenis  with 
•aML  provided  it  woold  eflwot  H  with  any  re- 
gard whaterer  for  the  oovntry,  and  wonld  not, 
by  persisting  in  a  vain  straggle  for  a  new  char- 
ter, sacrifice  its  own  and  all  other  interests. 
But  what  has  been  its  coodnct}  Ever  since 
the  three  per  cent.  tranMction  in  October, 
1882,  the  public  mind  has  been  agitated  with 
this  question  of  the  removal  of  the  deposits, 
jnstiy  jadgbg  that  tiie  bank  had  forfuted  the 
confidence  of  Oovemment,  and  knowing  that 
the  term  of  Its  charter  was  ^mroaching  a  dose. 
Wram  that  moment  the  hank  and  its  Mends 
eommenoed  a  aeries  of  operationa  to  disturb 
th«  public  tranquiUify.  The  most  alarming  con- 
■eqnences  were  predicted  Us  advocates,  while 
the  bank  went  silently  to  work  to  realise  those 
prediotiMis.  It  not  only  oommenoed  a  r^>ld 
oortaifanent  of  its  loans  to  trade,  but,  what  was 
ftr  more  disastrous  to  the  oountiy,  it  placed  it- 
self and  its  flve-and-twenty  branches  in  an  at- 
titude of  hostility  to  some  four  or  five  hundred 
local  banks,  and  thus  made  war  indirectly  npon 
•very  merdiant,  trader,  manofsotorer,  and  am- 
■an  in  the  country. 

-  Yes,  sir,  the  conduct  of  the  bank  and  its 
friends  was  such,  throo^out  the  whole  of  the 
last  year,  as  to  excnta  uaim ;  and  every  State 
bank,  ttid  avery  merohant  and  tradw,  b^an  to 
draw  tiidr  onwenu  within  their  own  resonroes. 
llie  maaa  of  oofmnenial  credits  was  suddenly 
rednoed  to  an  enormous  extent,  varying,  proba- 
bly, from  the  amonnt  existing  in  1881,  many 
hundred  millions ;  foreign  exchanges  fell  lower 
than  they  have  been  for  fifteen  years,  and  mer- 
cantile confidence  was  utterly  destroyed.  Had 
the  bank  confined  its  hostiUty  to  Goyernmeot, 
and  not  made  war,  through  the  local  banks, 
upon  the  trade  and  industry  of  the  oonntoy, 
«nd  had  its  friends  abroad  regarded  llie  inter- 


ests d  the  ooontry  man  than  the  interests  of 
the  hank,  no  (Uafareas  could  have  occurred ;  for 
there  never  was  a  period  when  there  was  leas 
substantial  cause  for  it  The  Govemment 
would  have  been  utterly  regardless  of  the  great 
interests  of  the .  country  had  it  pos^Mmed  re- 
moving the  deporits  for  a  single  aaj.  The  dis- 
tress was  equally  great,  and  from  the  same 
causes,  l>efore  as  ^oe  tiie  removal ;  thoo^  as 
Congress  was  not  tiien  in  session,  there  was 
less  pageantry  in  the  movements  of  the  bank 
and  its  znends ;  and  tha  time  had  not  arrived, 
aa  it  haa  dona  alaoe^  when  it  was  expedient  to 
make  a  general  and  Bimnltaaeons  effort  to  pro- 
duce a  panic  in  the  commercial  community, 
and  to  attonpt  to  operate  upon  the  foars  of  this 
House  and  of  the  oounfcry.  Tlw  same  distTesa. 
and  from  the  same  causes,  would  have  existed 
if  the  deporits  had  not  been  removed ;  the  same 
movements  would  have  been  made  to  intimidate 
the  Honse  into  a  vote  against  their  reraovsl. 
The  present  state  of  the  country  is  not  the 
work  of  a  day  or  a  month,  and  haa  not  been 
prodnoed  by  any  measure  ftdopted  by  Govern- 
menL  It  has  been  owing  altogether  to  the 
polioy  panned  hj  tha  Munk  fm  three  yeats 
past  The  oonduiA  <a  the  Bank  <rf  the  United 
States  in  1881,  *82,  and  *88,  though  for  a  differ- 
ent  purpose,  has  been  precisely  what  it  was  in 
181V,  '18,  and  '19 ;  and  nothing  but  the  sound 
oondition  of  trade,  the  rise  in  cotton  during  the 
last  year,  and  the  state  o€  oar  foreign  exchanges, 
has  saved  the  country  from  oalamities  rinmar 
to  those  which  then  desolated  the  West,  and 
paralysed  the  trade  of  the  whole  Union.  Yes, 
air,  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  have  done  what  wonld  have 
indaoed  this  House,  in  1819,  to  order  a  setra 
faciat^  had  not  the  direction  of  the  institation 
been  transferred  to  otiier  hauda;  and  had  it 
not  been  plaoed  under  the  adndnlstration 
those  in  whom  Oongrees  had  ooi^dence.  Sir, 
the  removal  of  the  deporita  could  not  have 
been  postponed,  with  suety  to  the  great  inter- 
ests of  the  country.  The  policy  ^  the  bank 
was  well  understood,  and  the  state  of  the  foreign 
exchanges  prevented  the  possibility  of  a  dr&in 
for  spede  from  abroad.  Every  day's  dday 
wonld  have  added  to  the  distress  of  the  conn- 
try,  and  to  the  power  of  the  institution  to  ang- 
ment  it.  Those  who  administer  its  affiurs 
might,  in  an  instant,  pnt  an  end  to  the  pnblie 
disbress,  and  at  the  same  time  continne  its 
onrtdlmenta,  by  announdng  to  the  local  in- 
stitutions the  poitiey  they  intend  to  pnrtn^ 
and  permitting  them  fSsariessly  to  affind  thdr 
usual  facilities  to  trade.  But,  while  the  presi- 
dent and  directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uiuted 
States  remahi  with  their  anna  folded;  wUle 
they  dedine  giving  tiie  State-baoka  any  intima- 
tion as  to  the  course  they  may  pursue  in  exact* 
ingthe  balances  which  must  neoessarily  fall  due, 
to  an  institution  winding  up  its  ooocems,  from 
other  institntions  whidi  continue  in  ^mention; 
while  they  owtinne  to  porsoe  the  pdioy  thnr 
have  acted  opon  for  some  months  past,  it  wiU 
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be  impoBsiblfi  for  the  local  banks  to  relieve  the 
oonn^.  Was  this  the  policy  adopted  bj  the 
old  Bank  of  the  United  States  t  I  vas  grati- 
fied, sir,  to  hear  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
TaniadefiendingtbataacietitiiMtitation.  What- 
ever may  have  been  its  political  condnct,  it 
never  can  be  censored  for  the  manner  in  which 
It-wound  np  Its  conoMva.  No ;  the  policy  pnr- 
aned  by  the  president  and  directom  of  that 
institntiott  towards  the  local  banks  and  the 
great  intereata  of  the  country,  affords  a  striking 
and  an  mnfortnnate  contrast  to  the  coarse  now 
adopted  by  those  who  manage  tlie  affairs  of  tiie 
exisl^e  bank.  In  what  manner  the  old  Bank 
of  the  United  States  wound  up  its  oonoema,  we 
are  Infinrmed  by  a  writer  of  that  d«r.  I  qnote 
from  a  Bfdenflc  work— from  an  anutorily  with 
whieh  the  gentleman  from  Penn^lvanla  is 
imdoubtedlj  lunfliar : 

*'The  public  prosperity  might  have  received  a 
severe  shoek,  and .  Government  itself  been  exposed 
to  difficulties  and  embarrassmeuU  much  more  seri- 
ous than  those  under  which  it  must  now  necessarily 
labor  from  the  want  of  a  national  bank,  if  the  same 
coutse  of  deliberate  prudence  which  has  marked 
the  conduct  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States 
throuefaout  had  not  been  also  pursued  In  their  mode 
of  withdrawing  from  butiness.  Bat  they  proceeded 
{n  their  work  so  slowly,  and  acted  towards  individ- 
Dal  debtors,  and  towards  other  banks  on  which  they 
bad  clainM,  with  so  mueh  Ubei^  ftrbeanoice,  that 
tinie  was  gained  to  sopidy  the  pnbUo  irith  the  dreu- 
laUog  medium  of  new  bank  credits  in  lien  of  those 
to  be  withdrawn — a  conduct  which  was,  moreover, 
dictated  by  the  interests  of  the  expiring  institution 
itself^  and  singularly  favored  by  the  general  stagna- 
tion of  commerce  at  the  period  when  it  took  place." 

"What  a  contrast  does  this  policy  present  to 
Aat  pnrsned  by  the  present  institntion  for  three 
7«ars  past  I  "  The  some  conrse  of  deliberate 
prndenco." — "They  proceeded  in  their  work 
to  slowly,  and  acted  towards  individnal  debtors, 
and  towards  other  banks  on  which  they  had 
daima,  with  so  mnch  liberal  forbearance." — ■ 
"  A  conduct  which  waa,  moreover,  dictated  by 
the  interests  of  the  expiring  institntion  itself." 
What,  NT,  woold  have  been  the  actoal  condition 
of  the  conntry,  had  the  prerident  and  directors 
ci  the  inesent  institution  adopted,  in  1881.  a 
rimiliar  "course  of  detiberate  pmdence,"  m- 
■tead  of  expanding  its  commercial  loans,  and 
I^adng  itself  in  a  worse  condition  for  winding 
up  ita  afihirs  in  18S4,  than  it  was  at  the  begin- 
ning of  1881,  by  eleven  millions  of  dollars? 
What  would  have  been  the  present  condition 
of  onr  trade  and  industry,  baa  the  Bank  of  the 
TTnited  States  "  acted  towards  individnal  debt- 
ors, and  towards  other  banks  on  which  it  had 
<daims,  with  such  liberal  forbearance ! "  How 
different  would  have  been  onr  present  condi- 
tion, had  the  afihirs  of  the  bank  oeen  adminis- 
tered with  a  proper  view  to  the  interests  of  its 
atot^holdera,  and  a  jost  regard  to  the  oonntry  1 
I  tmst  that  its  prraident  and  directors  will  be 
Admonished  by  the  pmdent  and  Jnst  oonrse  of 
thdr  predeceBBora^  and  hereafter  proceed  in 


winding  np  the  affairs  of  the  bank  witJiont  dis- 
turbing the  pnUio  trauqnillity,  and  saorifloing 
all  the  great  interests  m  the  conntry.  I  hope 
that  such  will  be  their  ftitore  oondnct,  ^at, 
some  twenty  years  after  the  institntion  shall 
have  expired,  some  friend  may  be  able  to  defend 
it  with  equal  jostiee  and  ability.  Bat  U,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
should  persist  in  this  vaiu'Stnif^le  for  a  new 
charter — ^If  it  should  oontiuue  to  set  pabUo 
opinion  at  defiance — ^to  agitate  trade— to  sacri- 
fice all  interests,  and  to  disregard  the  ruin  it 
may  produce,  by  pursuing  the  polioy  of  an 
exasperated  and  expuing  institntion — ^it  will 
not  only  go  down,  but  it  will  doee  its  concerns 
anudflt  the  nnivernl  execrations  of  the  caimtrj. 


WKninsDAT,  January  16. 
£moval  qf  the  DepotiU. 

ICr.  Sauvbl  McDowxll  Hoobs  said:  The 
question  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  President's 
act,  in  remo'ring  his  late  Secretuy  from  office, 
seems  to  me  to  have  been  improperly  braogbt 
into  this  disonsuon,  to  whidi  I  bnmbly  appre- 
hend it  does  not  belong ;  and  it  is  not  neces- 
sary that  I  shotild  express  any  oi^on  .upon 
it.  Bot  as  I  feel  no  dispodtion  to  avoid  the 
expression  of  an  opinion  on  a  question  which 
has  been  so  much  debated,  I  may  be  permitted 
to  remark,  tiiot,  althon^  I  am  oonvinoed  that 
the  position  that  tiie  President  may,  at  his  ideas- 
ure,  dismiss  executive  officers,  wiuioat  viuating 
the  constitution,  is  but  too  well  establidied  bJ 
long-settled  practice,  yet  that  I  cannot  ^mvve 
of  the  act  in  ouestion,  if  that  act  was  induced 
solely  from  a  determination  on  the  part  of  the 
President  to  cause  the  public  deposits  to  he 
removed.  I  do  not  approve  of  the  dismission 
on  tiiat  ground,  because  I  am  of  opinion  that 
the  deposits  ought  not  to  have  been  removed, 
and  beeauae  I  do  not  regard  the  duties  of  the 
Secretary,  in  relation  to  the  deposits,  as  oonsti- 
tnting  any  part  of  his  duties  as  an  exeoative 
officer,  is  the  dismianon  took  place,  however, 
in  conseqoeoce  of  the  o&nsive  language  used 
by  the  Secretary  in  his  cwreqiond^ioe  with  the 
I^resideot,  I  am  only  surprised  that  the  Presi- 
dent permitted  him  to  remain  In  office  as  long 
as  he  did ;  aiul,  in  that  point  of  view,  I  imagine 
it  will  be  a  mooh  more  difflonlt  task  to  aocount 
for  bis  ever  having  been  appointed,  than  to 
justify  his  disml^on. 

In  hiB  letter  to  Congress,  the  Secretary  d 
the  Treasury  recites  the  following  clause  from 
the  act  of  1816,  as  the  authority  under  whicb 
he  removed  Uie  public  deposits : 

"  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  depOiits  <tf 
the  money  of  the  I7nited  States,  in  places  In  vUdi 
the  said  bank  and  branches  thereof  may  be  estab* 
Uahed,  shall  be  made  in  said  bank  or  branches 
thereof  tmleas  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall 
at  any  time  otherwise  order  and  direct ;  in  which 
case,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  immediate- 
ly lay  before  Congress,  if  in  searion,  and,  if  not,  im- 
mediately after  uie  commencement  of  the  next 
sesdon,  tiie  reastms  of  such  order  or  direction.'* 
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It  will  be  perceived  that  this  clause  relates 
excloi^Tely  to  deponts  to  be  made,  and  gives 
no  power  to  take  money  ont  of  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States,  (which,  for  the  time,  was 
the  vault  of  the  United  States  Bank,)  and  place 
it  elsewhere.  It  is  certunlj  known  that  the 
Secretary  has  caused  money  to  be  taken  out  of 
the  United  States  Bank,  which  was  there  ante- 
rior to  hia  order  of  October  laat,  and  to  be 
tniiaferred  to  some  of  the  State  banks.  The 
fiot  is  admitted  by  the  I^reararer,  in  his  oorre- 
fpondenoe  with  w  oaaluer  of  the  bank  at  Phila- 
Oflli^iia ;  and  the  power  to  do  so  is  cUumed  in 
the  report  before  me.  From  whence  does  the 
Secretary  derive  his  anthority  for  this?  The 
clause  I  have  read  does  not  give  it  to  him,  inas- 
much as  its  operation  was  evidently,  from  its 
language,  intended  to  be  prospective,  and  not 
retrospective.  la  it  fW)m  that  dauee  of  the 
constitution  which  says  "no  money  shall  be 
drawn  from  the  treasury  but  in  consec^uence  of 
appropriations  made  by  lawt"  This  clause 
does  not  antliwize,  bat  forbids;  tiie  act  of  the 
Seoretary;  inaamnfth  as  there  had  been  no 
appropriation  made  law  of  tiie  moaaj  in  the 
treasury  to  the  purposea  to  which  it  was  ap- 
plied. The  aot  of  1789  gives  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  the  power  to  "  grant  all  war- 
rants for  money  to  be  issued  from  the  treasury 
tn  pursuance  of  appropriations  to  be  made  by 
law."  The  same  act  makes  it  the  duty  of  the 
Treasurer  (not  of  the  Seoretary  of  the  Treasury) 
"  to  receive  and  keep  the  money  "  of  the  nation. 
There  is  no  other  act  which  j^ves  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  the  power  which  he  has 
ezercused,  of  taking  the  money  out  of  the 
United  Stbtes  Bank,  and  leo^g  it  to  the 
State  banks.  The  aot,  tben,  is  not  only  unau- 
thorized, bat  it  is  in  violation  of  the  constitu- 
tion and  laws  of  the  land.  Tho  only  plansible 
gnrand  which  has  hem  resorted  to,  for  the 

Eorpose  of  justifying  the  acts  of  the  Secretary, 
I  tiiat  which  is  furnished  by  the  examples  of 
Mr,  Crawford  and  other  Secretaries  of  the 
Treasury,  and  the  acqoiescence  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  times  past ;  and  I  readily  admit  that 
if  the  fact  of  other  Secretaries  having  exercised 
the  power  in  question  is  to  be  ctmsidered  as 
settluig  the  cjuestion,  there  i^pears  no  furtiier 
ground  for  dispnte.  Indeed,  nom  the  quota- 
tions made  by  the  gentieman  from  Tennessee, 
Qix.  Folk,)  from  the  correspondence  of  Mr. 
Oravfiffd,  I  ahonld  soppose  that  it  would  be 
diffioolt  to  oonoeive  of  any  exerdse  of  power 
which  might  not  be  sanctioned  upon  the  prin- 
dples  on  which  Mr.  Crawford  wpears  to  have 
acted.  And,  sir,  I  freely  admit,  that  if  the 
gentieman  from  Tennessee  had  quoted  from  the 
correspondence  of  former  Secretaries  merely 
for  the  purpose  of  defending  the  present  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  from  the  imputation  of 
having  assnmed  and  exercised  a  power  never 
dumed  by  any  of  his  predecessors  in  ofBce,  he 
would  have  been  eminentiy  successful.  There 
is  one  circomstance,  however,  which  creates  a 
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marked  and  most  important  distinction  betweoi 
the  cases  in  which  the  power  of  removal  was 
exercised  by  former  S^iretaries,  and  that  in 
whidi  it  has  been  exerted  by  the  present  in- 
cumbent of  the  office.  It  is  this :  In  all  for- 
mer cases,  the  removals  were  made  with  the 
consent  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and 
the  approbation  of  the  Qovermnent;  in  this 
case,  It  was  done  aguost  the  consent  of  the 
bulk.  In  transactions  between  individnals, 
consent  of  parties  takes  away  error ;  and  tiie 
same  rule  seems  ap^caUe  to  the  parties  con- 
cerned in  tiw  disposition  ctf  the  deposits,  viz. : 
to  tiie  bttnk  and  the  Govemmeot.  Bnt  even 
if  the  eases  cited  had  been  exactiy  parallel 
to  the  one  we  are  discossing,  the  authority 
would  by  no  means  be  sufficient  to  justify  the 
act,  though  it  may  seem  to  palliate  or  excuse  it. 
We  have  the  authority  of  the  President  himself 
for  refusing  to  consider  precedent  as  con- 
clusive in  fovor  of  the  exerinse  of  authority, 
fhmished  us  in  his  famous  veto  against  the 
renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  present  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  So  far  fiwn  the  exercise 
of  the  power  in  qaestion  being  jnstified  1^  the 
precedents  quoted,  they  only  serve  as  another 
example  to  show  now  nniversal  the  dispotition 
is,  in  all  men  in  office,  to  exerdae  powers  not 
granted  to  them;  and  to  prove  now  neoea- 
sary  it  is  that  the  representatives  of  the  people 
should  watoh,  with  ceaseless  vinlanoe,  against 
dangeroQB  assumptions  of  aat£ority  the 
officers  of  Government 

"What,  sir,  is  to  be  the  consequence,  if  we 
acquiesce  in  the  doctrines  contonaed  for  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  1  What  is  there,  if 
bis  views  are  correct,  to  prevent  a  young  and 
ambitions  President  of  the  United  States,  who 
may  wish  to  place  a  Crown  npon  his  head, 
and  to  tiansDUt  it  to  his  poster^,  from  tram- 
pling onr  liberties  nnder  nis  feet,  and  acoom- 
plishing  his  designs!  Miqr  he  not  divert  ev^ 
dollar  of  the  revenue  from  its  legitimate  object, 
and  place  it  in  Us  own  pocket,  or  spend  it  in 
hiring  foreign  mercenaries  to  sustain  nim  upon 
his  urone,  if  the  Executive  has,  in  fact,  the 
power  of  removing  the  deposits,  and  pladng 
them  where  he  pleases  ?  How  shall  It  be  pre- 
vented t  Shall  I  be  told  that  money  can  only 
be  drawn  out  of  the  tressary  in  pursuance  of 
appropriations  made  by  law,  and  upon  the 
warrant  of  the  Treasurer  and  the  Secretary 
of  the  Trusnryt  It  would  be  idle  to  tell  me 
so,  when  it  is  admitted  that  the  Frendent  oonld 
at  any  moment  turn  out  tiiose  officers,  and  pnt 
in  others  more  snbrnisdve  to  his  will,  ahonld 
they  presnme  to  reftase  to  grant'  warrants  to 
draw  money  out  of  the  treasury  for  any  pur- 
pose whatsoever,  for  which  he  might  design  to 
use  it.  Shall  I  be  told  that  Congress  would 
interfere  to  prevent  it,  when  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  interfore,  or  to  pass  any  act  for  remov- 
ing the  depouts,  even  if  it  *'  should  be  satisfied 
that  the  public  money  was  not  safe  in  the  care 
of  the  bank,  or  that  the  interest  of  the  people 
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of  the  United  States  imperioosly  demanded  it," 
is  denied  bj  the  Secretarj  of  the  Treasnrj  in  the 
passage  from  his  report  which  I  have  just  read  f 

Let  it  not  be  snpposed,  Mr,  Speaker,  tbat  I 
intend  to  impute  to  the  present  Ciuef  Magistrate 
of  this  nation  any  snch  designs  against  the 
liberties  of  his  country.  The  case  I  have  sup- 
posed cannot  apply  to  him ;  nor  do  I  believe  he 
eoterttuna  any  snch  viewa.  sir,  Z  thought 
he  did,  I  hope  I  should  not  be  so  deficient  in 
moral  oonrage  as  not  to  aay  ao.  Bnt,  dr,  the 
general  conndenoe  reposed  by  tbe  people  in  the 
pnrity  tbe  Frendent's  intentions  makes  it  tbe 
more  important  that  we  should  guard  against 
the  establishment  of  precedent  which  may 
hereafter  be  appe^el  to  by  men  actuated  by 
more  dangerous  motives. 

I  contend,  in  the  next  place,  that  Congress 
not  only  had  not  Hhe  right  to  transfer  the  power 
claimed  for  the  Executive  over  tiie  deposits, 
and  that  they  did  not  do  so,  but  tbat  tbey  never 
designed  to  do  so.  Why  did  Oongress  require 
the  Secretary  to  report  his  reasons  for  changing 
the  place  of  deposits  to  themselves,  and  not  to 
the  Frecident  I  Was  it  merely  for  the  pnrpose 
of  ascertaining  how  handsome  a  leUer  he  could 
write  ?  or  was  it  beoanse  they  intended  to  hold 
him  responsible  to  themselvea,  and  to  correct 
his  acts  if  they  were  erroneous?  Again,  nr; 
why  was  any  power  ^ven  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  over  the  deposits  f  It  was.  tar^ 
for  the  same  reason  that  we  are  sent  here, 
which  is,  not  because  tbe  people  cannot  manage 
their  own  concerns,  or  are  less  competent  to 
do  so  than  we  are,  but  bocaose  it  is  not  conven- 
ient for  them  to  do  so.  And,  for  similar  rea- 
sons, were  certidn  powers  confided  to  the 
Secretary  of  tbe  Trewory  over  the  deposits. 
Congress  is  not  always  in  session,  and,  when  it 
is,  it  is  im^OGGible  that  it  ean  act  with  that. 
celerity  which  ezigendes  might  require;  it 
was  therefore  necessary  to  appoint  an  agent  to 
act  for  it  in  snch  emergenoin ;  who  was  never 
expected  to  exercise  his  power  except  in  cases 
which  would  not  admit  of  delay,  and,  even 
then,  nnder  a  strict  responsibility  to  Congress, 
and  to  Congress  alone.  The  Secretary  is,  there- 
fore, mistaken  in  supposing  tbat  his  power 
over  the  deposits  is  a  part  of  the  executive 
duties  of  bis  office.  Congress  never  intended 
any  thing  of  the  kind.  He  is,  in  truth,  but  the 
mere  agent  of  Ctmgress,  or  the  trustee  of  Con- 
gress uid  the  bank.  And  I  understand,  sir, 
uiat,  among  Individuals,  it  is  well  nnderatood 
that  the  parties  to  a  contract  may  not  only 
alter  it  or  abolish  it  at  pleasure,  but  they  have 
an  unlimited  control  over  the  acta  of  their 
trustee.  We  have,  however,  a  novel  case  before 
US— -one  in  which  a  trustee  not  only  disregards 
the  expressed  wishes  of  the  parties,  and  acta  in 
Oivowed  opposition  to  the  wish  of  one  of  the 
parties,  and  refuses  to  wait  to  ascertain  the 
wishes  of  the  other;  but  actually  denies  the 
power  to  control  him  to  be  in  either  or  both 
ci  the  parties.  He  takes  away  the  deposits 


[H.  or  R. 

from  tbe  bank,  and  now  denies  our  right  to 
interfere  in  the  matter. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  tbe  most  extraordinary  po- 
sition taken  by  the  Secretary  in  hi^  report  is 
this :  that  Congress  having  made  a  contract 
with  the  bank,  by  which  the  deponts  were  to 
remain  in  the  buik  until  the  expiration  of  its 
charter,  they  cannot  pass  a  law  for  removing 
the  deposits,  without  breaking  their  pledge 
given  to  the  bank,  and  a  breach  d  &ith ;  but 
tbat  he,  tbe  agent  cf  the  Govemment,  may 
remove  the  deposits  at  pleasure,  without  there 
being  any  breach  of  fkith  committed.  Kow, 
sir,  I  have  always  understood  it  to  he  a  soond 
principle  that  what  a  man  does  by  his  agent  he 
does  by  himself;  and  that  any  act  which  would 
amount  to  a  fraud,  if  done  by  himself  in  person, 
is  equally  a  fraud  if  done  through  the  instni- 
mentality  of  an  agent.  The  same  principle 
applies  to  Governments  in  their  intercourse 
with  each  oUier,  and  in  iheii  transactions  with 
individuals  and  corporations.  Another  very 
extraordinary  position  taken  by  the  Secretary, 
nearly  akin  to  tbe  preceding  one,  isj  tbat  tbe 
GoTemment  has,  by  its  compact,  dewived  itself 
of  tbe  power  to  remove  tiie  depouto  from  the 
TTnited  States  Bank,  without  a  violation  of  a 
pledge  given,  although  every  department  of  the 
Govenmient  should  be  unanimous  in  passing  a 
law  for  that  purpose,  for  the  best  possible  rea- 
sons; and  yet  one  of  these  departments  may 
remove  them  for  no  reason  at  i^l,  withont  any 
breach  of  a  pledge  given,  or  the  least  impro- 
priety. In  other  words,  the  entire  Govern- 
ment, consisting  of  the  House  of  Bepresentar- 
tives,  the  Senate,  and  tbe  Pretudent,  can  in  no 
case  cause  the  deposits  to  be  removed;  but 
the  Preudent  himself  may  do  it  at  pleasure, 
without  any  Injustioe  to  the  bank.  It  would, 
according  to  this  mode  ttf  reasoning,  be  a  fraud 
in  tiie  Present  to  sanction  a  law  for  removing 
the  depCKsita,  but  it  would  be  perfectly  &ir  for 
him  to  do  it  without  law. 

The  pledge  f^vea  to  the  bank  is,  tbat  the 
depodts  dall  remain  in  jts  vaults  until  the 
charter  expires,  and  it  is  oUigatory  on  the 
whole  Government.  This  pledge  was  undoubt- 
edly required  by  the  bank  for  its  own  benefit 
and  greater  security.  But  if  the  Secretary  of 
the  ^n-easury  is  right  in  his  opinions,  then  this 
pledge  does  not  increase,  butgreatly  diminishes, 
the  security  of  the  bank.  Without  the  pledge, 
(Congress  havings  as  is  admitted  by  the  Secre- 
tary, a  oontrolling  power  over  the  deposits,) 
when  the  dq)orits  were  once  placed  in  tiie 
bank  by  order  ttf  Congress,  they  could  tmly  be 
removed  by  a  law  passed  by  ^e  conourrenoe 
of  both  Houses,  and  approved  by  the  Preudmt ; 
but  the  pledge  being  demanded  and  ^ven,  the 
security  of  the  bank  is  reduced  to  one-thiiu  of 
what  it  was,  and  the  President  alone  may  re- 
move the  deposits  of  his  own  accord.  If  any 
man  had  predicted  that  such  a  construction 
would  have  been  put  upon  the  charter  at  the 
time  it  was  created,  it  would  have  been  regarded 


Sxmovai  of  the  JJepogitt. 


Digitized  by 


410 


ABBXDGUENT  OF  THB 


E.  o*  B.] 


3V  Pmtiom  Lawt—IndioH  Wan. 


as  absard ;  and,  If  the  bank  had  known  that 
such  was  to  be  the  interpretation  of  the  pledee, 
it  wonld  have  been  rejected  with  ^sdain.  The 
idea  of  a  pledge  binding  upon  the  three  branches 
of  the  tioTemment  (xdlectlvel;^,  bat  voidable 
at  pleasure  oae  of  them,  U  in  itself  too 
monitroas  an  absnrdity  to  deserve  the  least 
rapect.  Does  any  man  b^eve  that  the  bank 
would  ever  have  consented  to  give  a  boniu  of 
$lf 600,000  to  the  United  States,  for  the  privily 
of  retting  the  deposits  in  her  vanlts,  if  it  had 
been  understood  that  the  continuance  of  that 
privilege  was  to  depend  upon  the  mere  caprice 
or  whim  of  the  SecretarT-  of  the  Treasury, 
or  the  Executive?  'Who  would  ever  have 
aabscribed  to  a  bank  which  had  agreed  to  give 
(me  million  and  a  half  of  dollars  for  such  a  pre- 
oariouB  advantage!  No  man  in  his  senses 
would  have  done  so,  sir. 

If  the  constmoUon  put  upon  the  bank  char- 
ter bj  the  Semretuy  the  Treamiy  be  josb— 
if  his  power  .to  .mnove  the  deposits  was  not 
dop«naent  in  any  degree  upon  their  being  safe 
In  the  United  States  Bank — and  he  mi^t  at 
any  time,  as  be  asserts,  remove  the  deposits  ii^ 
in  his  opmioD,  the  public  convenienoe  or  inter- 
est would,  in  any  degree,  be  promoted  by  it, 
without  any  breach  of  &ith  or  moral  impro- 

Sriety ;  then  it  would  appear  to  have  been  his 
uty  to  have  removed  the  deposits  the  moment 
the  bonus  of  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars 
was  paid  up,  and  to  have  struck  another  bar- 
gain for  a  like  sum  with  some  of  the  State 
banks,  and  to  have  continued  the  same  traffic 
as  long  as  it  proved  profitable,  inauuuoh  as  it 
would  undoubtedly  have  been  convenient  to 
have  as  much  money  as  posuble  to  i^ply  to 
the  payment  of  the  paUio  osbt  Booh  oondnet, 
to  be  sure,  between  man  and  man,  would  be 
regarded  with  abhorrence,  as  downright  swin- 
dling ;  but,  BccordiDg  to  the  casuistry  of  tibe 
Beorotary  of  the  Treasury,  there  would  be 
nothing  improper  in  such  a  course,  if  pursued 
by  the  Qovemment  towards  the  bank.  I  had 
always  supposed  that  what  the  plain  dictates  of 
common  honesty  required  of  men,  in  their  in- 
teroourse  with  each  other,  was  not  less  obliga- 
tory on  Governments  and  public  bodies;  and 
that  what  would  be  crimioal  in  an  individnal, 
could  not  be  justified  in  a  nation. 


TffDBSDi.T,  January  16. 
771^  Pension  Lawa — Indian  Wart. 

The  resolution  offered  by  If  r.  Ohilton,  on  the 
subject  of  extending  the  provisions  of  the  pen- 
sion laws  to  those  who  were  engaged  in  the  In- 
dian wars  on  the  jlrontier,  from  the  peace  of  '88 
to  the  treaty  of  Greenville  in  17S5 ;  together 
with  the  amendment  thereto  proposed  by  Mr. 
B0X11.DIN,  suggesting  an  inquiry  as  to  the  moral 
eflfocts  of  the  pension  syst^n,  and  the  propriety 
of  repe^ing  the  penuon  laws,  coming  up  as  the 
nnfiaished  business — 

Hr.  AixKN,  of  Virginia,  said :  The  reBd,ntion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Keatncky  proposes  an 


inquiry  into  two  classes  of  cases.  Under  the 
law,  as  it  now  stands,  the  applicant,  to  entitle 
himself  to  the  benefit  of  its  provisions,  must 
^ow  a  service  at  one  or  more  periods,  amount- 
ing in  all  to  six  months.  Uany  of  those  who 
were  most  efficient  in  the  Indian  wars  duxing 
the  revidntion,  before  Uie  treaty  of  peace,  never 
enlisted,  nor  were  they  called  out  to  perform  a 
toor  of  dnty  in  the  militia.  The  frontier  of 
Yi^inia  then  extended  from  Pittsbui];  to  the 
mouth  of  Green  Biver.  The  State  relied  upon 
these  western  settlers  to  defend  this  extended 
frontier,  and  they  were  therefore  never  called 
out  to  perform  duty  in  the  East  They  protect- 
ed the  settiements  more  in  the  intenor,  wid 
thus  enabled  the  State  to  direct  her  enei^es 
against  the  more  powerful  foe.  Under  these 
circumstances,  though  they  may  not  be  embrac- 
ed in  the  letter,  who  can  doubt  that  they  come 
within  t^e  spirit  of  the  pension  laws,  and  are 
as  dearly  entitled^  upon  every  principle,  to  the 
boontgr  of  <he  Government,  as  any  those 
whose  names  are  inscribed  on  the  pension  roll  ? 
The  resolsti<m  also  proposes  to  inqaire  whether 
all  who  were  engaged  in  thesei  wars,  down  to  the 
treaty  of  1796,  ere  not,  upon  the  principles  of 
the  pension  laws,  entitled  to  the  benefit  <^  these 
provisions.  They  allege  the  Indian  war  was 
brought  upon  them  by  the  revolution ;  it  was 
that  part  of  the  revolutionary  war  whidt  occur- 
red in  tiie  TP  est ;  and,  with  them,  it  never  ter- 
minated until  the  treaty  of  1796.  The  signing 
of  a  treaty  does  not  of  itsdf  terminate  hostili- 
ties ;  they  may  oontinne ;  and,  in  the  West,  did 
continue,  after  the  treaty  of  1788.  This  treaty 
gave  repose  to  the  East.  But  did  it  sUence 
the  war-whoop,  or  extingnieli  the  oonflagration, 
quench  the  torch  of  aaoiifioe  in  the  West  t  It 
did  not  The  war  oontinned,  and  with  redoub- 
led fury.  The  attention  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment and  her  agents  was  withdrawn  from  the 
East,  but  they  stimulated  the  savages  to  renew- 
ed efforts.  From  motives  of  revenge,  or  to 
impede  the  settiement  of  the  western  country, 
they  exerted  themselves  to  infiame  the  Indians 
against  us.  The  whole  frontier  was  desolated, 
and,  as  late  as  1794,  outrages  were  committea 
in  the  district  I  have  the  honor  to  r^reaent, 

Hr.  Bbasdblxt  sfdd  the  removal  of  flie  de- 
ports was  A  step  indinintably  lawfid  aoi 
valid.  The  Secretarv  of  the  TreasDrr  was 
clearly  authorized  to  do  what  he  did.  The  ex- 
pediency of  the  measure  was  another  question, 
but  one  with  which  the  bank  had  no  concern. 
The  measure  was  met  by  the  bank  in  anger  and 
in  menace — not  so  much  at  tiie  Government, 
which  happily  is  above  its  reach,  as  at  the  State 
institutions  and  the  prosperity  of  individuals. 
It  aimed  to  crush  the  former,  and  to  bring  the  Yat- 
ter  in  pliant  submission,  or  in  ruia,  at  its  feet. 

The  attempt  was  made,  and  made  at  the  time 
the  bank  deemed  most  propitious  fbr  its  own 
oltjeots.  A  new  Ccmgress  was  about  to  con- 
vene ;  it  was  hoped,  by  raising  a  loud  orj  of 
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distreo,  to  alarm  the  repeientatiTes  iji  the 
people  here,  and  shake  tnelr  otherwise  fixed 
aeterminaU(».  At  soc^  a  time,  and  for  snoh 
a  purpose,  sU  the  fury  this  mighty  "  legal 
ennt;- "  was  ponied  out  upon  the  devoted  cities 

the  seaboard. 
.  Where  men  congregate,  they  are  easily  agi- 
tated, and  can  be  moved  in  masses.  Money  in 
la^  cities  is  the  bread  of  life.  Onrtul  the 
Bopply,  and  yon  excite  the  wildest  and  the 
deepest  passions.  A  whde  commnnity  heaving 
to  and  m>,  and  tossed  about  by  its  own  oodvqI- 
noDS,  is  incapable  of  refleotion.  It  feels  and 
feirs :  no  one  stops  to  inqnire  or  reason.  Give, 
then,  to  tilus  perturbed  mass  some  oanse,  UtUe 
matter  how  mvial  or  absord,  fyr  ita  own  aj^tfr- 
Htm  and  distnas^  and  it  is  seized  upon  as  the 
true  and  the  only  one.  The  bank  managers 
knew  all  this :  they  had  studied  human  nature, 
and  they  would  now  practise  upon  it.  They 
ooolly  wmt  to  work  to.oTeate  ahum,  to  destroy 
otmfidetfM,  to  produtie  the  greatest  posrible  pe- 
cuniary distress ;  and  as  coolly  to  induce  the 
belief  that  it  was  all  produced  by  the  change 
of  the  pablio  deposits.  Thus  local '  banks  and 
ownmercial  associations  were  to  be  compelled, 
as  some  have  been,  to  ask  a  restoration  of  the 
d^Msits,  and,  of  consequence,  a  recharter  of  Hub 
inriitution.  The  eon^resave  and  coerdve  en- 
ergies of  the  bank  were  appHed,  and,  it  must  be 
admitted,  with  tomB  effect  Not  a  ft  v  of  ita 
TisUnui  have  been  made  to  kiss  the  rod  of  llie 
aoomger. 

The  boik,  nr,  was  badly  advised.  Instead 
of  aggravating  what  it  affected  to  regard  as  an 
evilThad  it  exerted  its  great  power  to  alleviate 
it ;  had  it  been  just,  and  generous,  and  m^fnan- 
imous;  had  it  even  behaved  with  ordmary 
moderation  and  mercy,  it  would  have  planted 
itself  deeply  in  the  affections  of  many  who  now 
r^udit  with  horror.  It  adopted  an  opposite 
course.  It  commenced  a  systematic  and  unpar- 
alleled persecution.  State  banks,  bank  debtors, 
men  laively  oommeroial — sll  felt,  tlioagh  few 
have  faSsa  beneath  ita  vengeance. 

And  now,  nr.  all  having  been  ftit  which  the 
baiifc  ooold  infliet,  is  it  not  matter  of  astonish- 
ment that  no  greater  rain  should  have  followed 
inm  so  ndghty  a  cause  ?  Iict  as  be  consoled. 
It  proves  the  solid  fiHindatioa  of  the  local  cur- 
rency, and  the  firm  baite  of  oommerdal  opera- 
t^ns.  I  trust,  sir,  we  may  hope  to  weather  the 
storm  in  safety,  merciless  and  ruinous  as  it  was 
intended  it  dionld  be.  Let  us  be  consoled, 
"The  blood  of  the  martyrs  nouridted  the 
church  I" — the  distress,  and  suffering,  and  ruin, 
thus  wantonhr  inflicted  and  designed  by  the 
bank,  will  make  men  see  and  fsel  Uie  justice  of 
its  oomplete  and  speedy  overthrow. 

BiFf  is  it  not  icDe^  and  worse  than  idle,  to 
pntond  that  the  transfer  (tfitxnefive  or  six  mil- 
nosM  from  this  bank,  whose  ammal  operations 
exceed  three  hundred  and  forty  millions,  to  the 
State  banks,  has  necessarily  led  to  the  distress 
which  has  been  felt  in  the  large  oraunercdal 
dtteat  It  is  inorediUB.  No:  it  was  the  known 
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power  and  the  hostile  purpose  of  the  bank ;  it 
would  "  rule  or  ruin."  It  woidd  ndther  ^ve 
aid  itself,  nor  permit  others  to  do  it. 

Those  who  control  this  bank  are  fully  con- 
scious of  the  power  they  possess.  It  was  but  re- 
eentiy  that  its  iffeddent,  in  answer  to  a  <nieEtioai 
propounded  to  him,  announced,  as  his  deliber- 
ate conviction,  "  that  there  were  very  few  banks 
which  might  not  have  been  destroyed  by  an  ex- 
ertion of  its  power." 

What  oipne  is  this,  sir,  which  can,  at  a  blow^ 
prostrate  one  and  all  of  the  State  institutions — 
which  holds  the  keys  of  life  and  death  over  the 
commerce  ct  onr  country  f  It  is  the  financial 
agent  of  this  Qovemment,  reared  to  preserve 
aad  protect  the  liberties  and  wd&re  of  the  peo- 
pie :  an  agent,  however,  over  whidi  no  de^urt- 
ment  has  any  adequate  control.  It  is  an  agent, 
sir,  which  has  oast  off  its  allc^anee,  and  stands 
in  an  attitadei  not  only  of  vengeance  townrda 
the  State  inatitntions,  but  of  ^fiance  to  this 
Sovemment 

Sir,  the  bank  has  made  war  upon  the  people 
of  these  States.  If  it  ever  stood  in  an  amicable 
relation,  it  has  changed  that  position.  If  it  once 
petitioned,  it  now  threatens.  If  it  ever  sought 
to  win  its  way  by  good  deeds,  it  is  now  not  less 
determined  to  have  revenge,  if  it  cannot  have 
victory. 

The  issue  ia  fiiiriy  made  up.  It  wiU  be  our 
master,  at  It  must  perish.  And  let  it  perish. 
Sooner  than  extend  its  adatence,  or  ehlwge  ita 
means  of  mischief,  let  it  perish,  and  in  its  fall 
carry  down  to  ruin  every  bank  in  Uie  Union. 

I  would  infinitdy  rather  see  this,  than  sub- 
mit to  (he  misrule  of  a  purse-proud  oUgarohy, 
or  a  corrupt  and  sordid  corporation. 

Sir,  I  eball  not  go  into  a  detail  of  its  deeds 
for  good  or  for  evil.  Hy  objections  are  of  a 
broader  cast  Its  power  is  too  great  It  is  dan- 
gerous from  its  magnitude  and  ita  irresponsibil- 
ity. It  is  too  closely  intertwined  with  all  the 
business  relations  of  the  country.  It  brings  too 
lu«e  a  proportion  of  the  people  within  its  grasp. 
It  IS  our  sacred  doty,  as  I  beUeve,  to  keep  it 
strictly  within  ita  ehwto'  limits,  whfle  living, 
and  to  r^(doe  at  its  mnmdung  dissolution, 
let  it  expffe  gradually ;  ita  death  struggles  will 
be  less  violent  and  less  dangerous. 

It  knows  its  own  power ;  it  is  corrupt  and 
recess  in  the  uae  of  that  power.  I  will  not  at- 
tempt to  count  up  the  sum  of  its  offences.  It 
has  sought  to  control  snd  coerce  fVeemen ;  it 
has  aimed  to  poison  and  corrupt  the  press ;  to 
pollute  the  fountidn  and  streams  of  information ; 
to  alarm,  and  madden,  and  render  vicious  the 
people  at  lai^ ;  to  endsve  them  in  ohaina  of 
their  own  forging. 

No  officer,  dr,  ftom  the  highest  to  the  low- 
eat  would  have  dared  to  use  one  ferthlng  of  the 
public  treasure  to  stimulate,  to  control,  or  to 
buy  up  the  press.  Such  an  instance  cannot  be 
found ;  it  does  not  exist.  The  most  infamous 
would  not  dare  thus  to  tamper  with  the  pub- 
Uo  purse."  He  would  be  hurled  teom  office 
amidst  ezeorations  on  vmrj  ride.  He  would 
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feel,  sir,  what  it  is  to  brave  the  Tengeance  of  an 
bonest  people. 

But,  sir,  what  has  this  bank  done !  Disgnise 
it  as  we  maj,  it  comes  to  this  at  last :  It  has 
fed  uid  pampered,  even  to  a  sarfeit,  the  profli- 
gate and  the  ^Molnte,  who  were  nwosed  to 
govern  the  spriiiga  which  move  ana  control 
pablio  opinion ;  and.  in  part,  with  the  money 
of  the  people  themselTes.  Bat  the  sum  is  small ; 
forty,  fifty,  or  a  hnndred  thonsand  dollars  only, 
have  been  thos  lavished.  It  is  not  the  money, 
sir ;  it  is  the  motive,  the  act — ^the  vile  and  oor- 
mpt  act — not  the  less  contemptible  or  revolting 
for  being  less  dangerous. 

Sir,  there  can  be  but  one  safe  conrse,  as  there 
is  bat  one  honest  principle  for  exigencies  like 
the  present  I  insist,  sir,  that  no  gentleman 
here  wonld  dare  to  show  his  face  to  his  constit- 
uents, had  he  voted  to  use  the  money  of  the 
people  as  it  has  been  used  by  Haa  bank.  One- 
nftti  of  its  capital  is  owned  by  the  United 
States.  The  directors  ue  the  agents  of  the  own- 
ers of  that  capital.  Sir,  so  far  as  the  people  are 
concerned,  these  directors  are  free  from  all 
responsibility;  and  they  act  aocordlogly.  I 
deny,  sir,  that  they  had  any  right — any  i^adow 
of  right— 'thus  to  expend  our  money.  That 
power  was  not  confided  to  them.  Oongress 
alone  can  authorize  the  use  of  the  public  funds ; 
and  it  never  has,  and  I  trust  never  will,  sanc- 
tion any  such  use  of  them.  Irresponsible  to 
Congress  and  the  people,  the  pnblic  money  is 
sported  with  or  lavished  in  defiance  of  the 
true  owners.  The  directors  use  it  at  pleanire ; 
they  are  not  chosen  by  or  responnble  to  us ; 
we  are  urithont  remedy.  We  have  committed 
our  treasure  to  hands  above  control,  and  with- 
out the  power  of  recall.  We  may  profit  by  the 
experience.  Wisdom  may  be  cheap,  although 
purchased  at  a  great  price. 

The  public  money  is  not  safe  ia  this  bank. 
Deliberate  and  reiterated  resolutions  of  the 
board  of  directors  authorize  an  unlimited  ex- 
penditure of  its  fands,  by  the  president  alone, 
and  without  control  or  accountability  to  any 
one,  not  even  to  the  directors  themselves.  Un- 
der these  resolutions,  tiionsands  of  dollars,  of 
whidi  no  account  has  been  rendered,  or  can  be 
obtained,  have  been  disbursed.  How,  why, 
In  what  way,  we  are  not  told.  Touchers  none 
— aooonnta  none.  It  is  a  sealed  book.  We  can 
collect  that  the  design  was  to  bring  the 
whole  press  of  the  country  into  the  service  of 
the  bank.  An  irresponsible  president  alone 
can  expose,  in  full  relief^  its  now  veiled  myste- 
ries. 

Bat  it  was  attacked^  and  resorted  to  the  press 
in  self-defence.  Mayitnotdefend  itself  ag^nst 
attacks  ?  In  the  first  place,  sir,  it  was  not  at- 
tacked; the  President  expressed  his  opinions 
of  the  bank,  as  it  was  his  duty  to  do.  This 
coald  not  be  called  an  attat^  upon  it.  Til  the 
second  place,  the  bonk  has  no  right  to  enter 
the  field  of  political  oontroTersy,  in  the  guise  of 
defience.  It  was  created  for  certain  purposes 
and  ends;  to  loan  and  odlrat  mon^y,  make  a- 


changes,  and  other  things  of  that  nature.  It 
was  uie  duty  of  its  directors  to  attend  to  these 
objects,  and  not,  by  a  flagrant  usurpation — a 
breach  of  trust— pervert  its  corporate  powers 
to  political  purposes.  It  was  not  created  to 
ruse  or  expend  money  in  printing  scurriloua 
pamphlets,  to  ud  one  party  and  depress  another. 
That  was  not  its  design  or  object  Who  an- 
thorized  any  such  use  of  its  fund  by  the  dlree- 
tora  f  Kot  the  United  States  when  uiey  became 
stockholders;  not  the  individual  BtoolEhoIders. 
The  charter  contemplated  no  corporative  exist- 
ence for  tiiese,  or  similar  purposes  and  objects. 

As  individuals,  the  right  of  the  directors  and 
stockholders  to  defend  thenuelve^  and  to  engsge 
as  they  please  in  political  conflicts,  has  never 
been  called  in  question.  It  is  the  corporate 
interference  which  has  been  condemned;  the 
acts  of  the  individoals  combined ;  the  use,  not 
of  individual  funds,  but  of  the  money  of  the 
stockholders  and  people. 

But  yon  would  muzzle  the  press  I  The  libera 
ty  of  the  press  is  in  danger  1  If  the  bank  may 
not  print  what  it  pleases,  the  oonstttatitnitf 
freedom  of  the  press  is  attacked!  Let  the 
bank,  then,  print  what  it  pleases ;  but  let  it  not 
use  its  corporate  funds  for  that  pnr|K>se.  I  ob- 
ject to  its  use  of  the  pnblic  money  m  that  way. 
The  act  is  unauthoriKcd  1  It  is  not  according 
to  the  charter ;  it  is  a  gross  breach  of  trust ;  an 
expenditure  against  law,  and  in  defiance  of  the 
law,  as  it  is  revolting  to  tbe  moral  sense  of  the 
people. 

Sir,  let  ns  n^e  ourselves  to  this  conflict. 
Let  us  do  our  duty  fearlessly.  Let  ns  meet  this 
PoteiUi  enemy,  which  dares  to  plant  itself  In 
hostile  array  against  tlie  liberties  the  coun- 
try. Its  iron  power  must  indeed  be  f^t,  and 
felt  by  all ;  bu^  I  tmst,  not  to  the  extent  &  has 
boastfully  asserted.  Its  golden  powers  are 
more  duigerous.  Yet,  dr,  nave  we  not  eveiy 
thing  to  uieer  and  encourage  ns  onward — sa- 
cred duty,  hatred  of  a  grovelling  and  sordid  tyr- 
anny, the  approving  and  encouraging  voice  of 
an  honest  people?  North  OaroHna,  Indiana, 
Ohio,  Pennaylvaina,  New  Jersey,  New  York — 
their  movements  are  significant,  and  speak  in 
decisive  language  the  condemnation  of  this  in- 
stitution. 

Sir,  let  us  do  our  duty  fearieas  of  oonsequeuces ; 
"let  justice  be  done,  titourii  the  heavens  dioald 
fiOL"  Doourduty,  andaiwiU  beweU.  But 
if  it  were  oUierwise ;  if  it  must  come  to  the 
worse ;  if  the  credit  and  commerce  of  the  coun- 
try, if  the  existence  of  the  local  institationa,  de> 
pend  apon  this  bank ;  if  its  efforts  cannot  be 
counteracted  with  success  by  the  Government 
and  the  people  united ;  I,  for  one,  say,  perish 
credit ;  peri^  commerce ;  perish  the  State  insti- 
tutions; give  us  a  broken,  a  deranged,  and  a 
worthless  currency,  rather  than  the  ignoble  and 
corrupting  fiyranny  (rf  an  irresponnbte  oorponr 
tion. 
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Feidat,  Janaarj  17. 
Th«  Peimou  Laa»— Indian  Wan, 

The  resoliition  ofbred  by  Ur.  Chiltdh  on 
the  snl^ect  of  extending  the  pension  system,  bo 
as  to  tiwslnde  those  ensfl^ed  in  the  Indian  wars 
on  ttie  fnmtier,  togeuier  with  Mr.  Bodldih*s 
amendment  thereto^  o(nning  up  again  as  the 
momii^  bnainess, 

Mr.  ?  iNCKKST,  of  Bonth  Carolina,  sud :  The 
people  of  the  Bonth  nnderstand  this  matter 
well;  and  the  nataral  oonseqnenoe  has  heen, 
that  to  them  the  pension  system  is  no  less 
odions  than  the  tari^  itself.  They  know  per- 
HmUt  wfiU  that  the  system  was  designed  not 
ioft  the  benefit  ot  the  aoldiers,  but  as  a  means 
of  taxbg  the  Sonth  fbr  the  ezclnriTe  boieflt  of 
other  portions  of  the  Union.  And  as  to  the 
character  and  conseqnenoes  of  the  system,  what 
are  they  t  On  this  part  of  the  sabject,  I  lay 
down  <Hie  or  two  pro|iodtion%  to  wmoh  I  defy 
ocmtradiotion. 

It  is  a  most  burdensome  system.  It  has  no 
parallel  on  the  faoe  of  the  earth.  There  is  not 
another  nation  in  the  world  taxed  to  the  extent 
that  we  are,  to  maintain  a  system  of  pension- 
ing. Beddea,  sir,  we  have  now  arrived  at  a 
new  era  in  onr  financial  history.  The  public 
debt  is  paid,  and  we  have  now  to  adf^t  our  ex- 
peuditores  to  a  new  state  of  things.  Shall  we 
■till  go  on  in  a  coarse  of  reckless  and  inoreanng 
extraTaganoe  9  Or  diall  we  not  profit  by  the 
post,  and  learn,  though  late,  the  lessons  of  econ- 
omy. The  present  Chief  Magistrate  was  sup- 
ported by  the  South  as  the  reform  candidate, 
we  were  told  by  his  advocates  that  his  admin- 
istration was  to  be  distinguished  by  a  system 
of  retrenchment  and  economy ;  abuses  were  to 
be  corrected ;  and  the  expenses  of  the  treasury  re- 
duced to  the  le^timate  wants  of  tbe  Government. 

Sir,  how  have  these  large  promises  been  ful- 
filled! What  retrenchment  has  been  made! 
What  abuses  have  been  corrected  t  Are  our 
expenditorea  less  now  than  they  were  daring 
Ute  preceding  administration!  Or  did  th^ 
not  swell  immediate^  and  immensdy,  beyond 
all  Ibrmer  bounds?  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  in 
poasesnon  of  accurate  information  on  this  sub- 
ject ;  but,  if  I  am  not  misinformed,  the  expenses 
of  Government,  which  were  then  about  twelve 
millions,  have  risen  to  between  sixteen  and 
seventeen  millions;  and,  in  fact,  we  are  now 
told  that  one  of  the  departments  is  insolvent, 
and  obliged  to  go  about,  lilce  a  beggar,  from 
bonlc  to  bank,  to  sustain  the  credit  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  carry  on  the  public  business. 
Under  circumstances  like  these,  what  is  the 
duty  of  this  House  t  To  create  new  charges  on 
the  pnblio  purse^  or  to  abolish  suoh  as  will  bear 
retrenchment?  To  Inereaw,  or  to dimlnUi  tiie 
revenue  1  To  multiply  the  taxes,  or  to  reduce 
them  to  the  legitimate  wants  of  the  Govern- 
ment? As  long  as  the  nation  was  in  debt,  the 
people  bore  their  high  taxes  with  patience ;  but 
now  our  debt  is  paU,  they  demand  a  system  of 
ectmomy  and  r^mm.  they  demand  of  natttat 
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we  shall  impose  no  more  taxes,  and  make  no 
more  ^propriations,  than  shall  bo  absolutely 
necessary.  And  I  do  s^,  that,  if  there  be  one 
item  (tf  expenditure  which  may  with  truth  be 
denominated  unnecessary,  it  is  this  system  of 
pennons. 

I  speak,  I  know,  the  sentiments  of  the  South, 
and,  I  believe,  of  the  great  body  of  the  Ameri- 
can people,  when  I  say  that  if  there  be  a  tax  of 
which  tney  complain,  or  if  there  be  a  reduction 
of  which  they  approve,  it  is  this  pension  sys- 
tem. But  this  system  is  not  only  burdensome ; 
it  operates  unequally,  and  therefore  unjustly. 
Of  the  whole  iimj  of  pensioners  now  depend- 
ant upon  the  bounty  oi  this  Government,  bow 
many  are  from  the  South?  Not  one  in  ten: 
no,  fflr,  probably  not  one  in  twenty.  But  who 
contribote  proportionallT,  most  hugely  to  the 
treasury?  I  assert,  without  fear  <tf  oontradio- 
^tioii,  that  the  greatest  ^ropor^on  of  the  whole 
'receipts  of  the  treasury  is  drawn  from  the  south- 
em  States.  "What,  then,  is  the  operation  of  the 
system  f  What,  but  to  draw  out  the  substance 
of  our  wealth,  and  to  give  us  little  or  Dothlog 
in  return,  while  it  bestows  as  largely  upon  those 
portions  of  the  Union  which  contribute  com- 
paratively little  to  the  pnUb  ohest  I 


ICoBPAT,  January  20. 
Smmal  ^  tAs  Bt^o^U. 
[Mr.  Jones,  of  Geor^  delivered  an  ehtborate 
speech,  covering  all  the  points  of  law  and  fiict  la 
the  case;  of  which  the  foQowiog  ooDcluding  part 
will  furnish  a  view.] 

But,  sir,  admitting  that  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  is  entirely  safe,  and  has  never 
failed  to  pay  or  transfer  any  money  when  re- 
quired— and  it  is  but  justice  to  her  to  say,  I 
fully  believe  and  freely  admit  it — and  admit- 
what  is  not  true,  and  which  I  have  endeav- 
tosfaow  is  not  troe,  that  the  bank  has  acted 
perfectly  correct,  and  has  never  been  guilty  tA 
any  malversationsj  I  am  clearly  of  opinicm  that 
the  public  deposits  ought  to  have  been  re- 
moved, for  the  purpose  of  putting. into  opera- 
tion and  perfecting  some  other  system  of 
finance  to  sapply  the  place  of  the  one  which 
has  been  practised  through  the  medium  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States. 

The  charter  of  the  bank  will  expire  in  1886, 
and  she  can  no  longer  perform  those  services. 
The  gentieman  from  Pennsylvania  has  told  us  that 
the  State  banks  cannot  discharge  the  functions 
of  a  fiscal  agent ;  that  they  cannot  distribute  and 
transfer  the  revenue  thronj^out  the  Union,  as 
the  same  iriU  be  wanted  by  the  United  States. 
I  do  not  agree  with  him ;  but  If  the  matter  be 
doubtfiil,  it  is  time  the  experiment  were  made. 
There  are  many  on  this  floor,  and  I  am  one  of 
them,  who  cannot  consent  to  vote  for  a  charter 
of  a  Bank  of  the  United  States  while  the  con- 
stitution remains  unchanged.  Ko  motives  of 
oniTe^ence  or  e^edimoy  ean  avaU.    It  fa 
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important  that  the  ezpeiiment  should  he  made. 
And  if  we  find  the  State  hanks  oaonot  snpplr 
the  place  of  an  e£Boient  fiscal  agent,  an  amend- 
ment of  the  oonstitation  mnst  he  made,  and  the 
necessitj  of  the  thing  may  reconcile  us  to  the 
measnre.  With  a  ^owledge  that  the  present 
charter  will  expire  in  two  years ;  with  a  per- 
fect confidence  that  the  charter  will  not  he  re- 
newed in  that  time ;  with  a  certainty  on  the 
part  of  some,  and  of  doubt  with  others,  aa  to 
the  ineffioieaoy  ot  the  State  banks,  is  it  not  the 
daty  of  prudent  oonnaellors  to  provide,  hj  a 
wise  fbreught  and  timely  acti<m,  for  the  mffi- 
onlties  whioh  are  before  nsf  mil  nota  tkStal 
pilot  and  prudent  mariner  regard  the  approaoh- 
mg  tempest,  and  trim  his  sails  to  the  ooming 
storm!  And  shall  those  who  are  placed  at 
the  hdm  of  state  stand  idle  and  unconcerned, 
and  regardless  of  the  future,  and  make  no  pre- 
panMion  for  the  difficulties  which  await  us,  and 
the  dangers  which  threaten  ? 

And  where  shall  we  find  a  fiscal  agent  which 
can  supply  the  place,  perform  the  services,  and 
discharge  the  duties  which  have  been  heretofore 
done  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States )  The 
answer  to  this  question  brings  me  to  the  amend- 
ment which  X  have  snhmitted  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Honee.  Hr.  Speaker,  we  have  heen 
told  by  the  gentleman  f  rcon  Pennsylvania,  (and 
I  have  no  doubt  there  are  others  who  heUeve 
so,)  that  the  State  hanks  will  not  he  able  effi- 
oientiy  to  perform  all  the  services  required,  and 
to  render  Uie  necessary  facilities  totheOovem- 
ment  and  the  community  in  the  ooUeotion  and 
distribntion  of  the  revenue.  Z  believe  those 
gentiemen  are  mistaken.  The  capital  will  still 
remain  in  the  country,  whether  m  a  Bank  of 
the  United  States  or  in  the  State  banks ;  and 
the  same  accommodations  can  be  extended  to 
the  commercial  community  by  one  hank  as  by 
the  other.  Billa  of  exchange  hare  heen  the 
medium  bv  which  the  United  States  Bank  has 
changed  her  ftinds  from  one  section  of  the 
Union  to  another,  to  meet  the  exigeniues  of  the 
United  States.  This  can  be  done  by  the  State 
banks.  It  is  now  done  every  day,  in  every  com- 
mercial city,  by  those  banks,  for  the  conven- 
ience of  the  community ;  and  it  will  he  only 
necessary  to  extend  it  commensurate  with  the 
wants  of  the  Qovemment.  The  same  means  of 
information  which  enabled  the  United  States 
Bank  to  know  where  to  contract  and  where 
to  extend  her  business,  whence  to  draw 
her  funds,  and  where  to  transmit  them,  will 
be  equally  open  to  tiie  directors  of  the  State 
banks.  All  the  baoking  and  commercial  talents 
do  not  belong  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States ; 
and  if  they  did,  when  that  expires  they  will  be 
transferred  to  the  State  institntions. 

The  gentleman  from  South  OaroUna,  (Ur. 
HoDuFFn,)  has  depicted  in  glowing  and  ani- 
mated language  the  dangers  of  the  union  of  the 
moneyed  mterest  of  the  coontiy  and  the  pat- 
ronage of  the  Execative ;  and  has  told  ns,  if 
he  had  the  power  to  control  it,  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Btatei  ihoold  alwa^  be  opposed  to  the 


PresidMt  of  the  United  States  I  entirely 
agree  withr  him,  and  the  very  ol^eot  at  the 
amendment  is  to  guard  agtunst  the  dangers  of 
such  a  nnioD.  We  need  not  be  told  of  the 
control  which  the  Executive  would  have  over 
all  the  State  banks,  if  he  has  the  discretionary 
power  of  placing  the  pnblio  deposits  in  what 
banks  he  pleasee,  upon  what  terms  he  pleases^ 
and  as  long  as  he  pleases.  We  need  not  be 
told  that  such  an  unholy  and  "  meretricious 
union"  would  be  more  deleterious  than  the 
hanefttl  inflnenoe  ct  the  bohnn  upaa,  more  dft- 
Btrucdvo  than  the  desdating  blart  o£  the  n- 
moom.  In  these  halb,  where  the  vt^ce  of  Sbet- 
ty  is  raised,  and  the  vestal  flame  of  freedom  is 
continually  burning,  altars  will  be  ndsed,  and 
sweet  incense  burnt,  to  the  spirit  af<money  and 
the  spirit  of  despotism. 

Sir,  has  that  gentieman  nei^r  thot^ht  this 
meretriraous  union  might  he  formed  between 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  1  Has  he  never  sup-' 
posed  that,  hut  for  the  fortunate  difficulties  be- 
tween the  present  JSxecntive  and  the  bank, 
there  might  now  be  tliat  very  "  meretricious 
union ; "  that  the  bank  might  again  have  been 
rechartered ;  and  all  the  power,  and  the  infln- 
ence,  and  the  patronage  of  the  Execntdve  and  the 
hank  united  to  destroy  the  rights  ot  the  Btate^' 
break  down  the  bulwarks  of  thd  oonslitntion, 
and  raise  up  one  grand  consolidated  empire  ? 

The  State  banks  have  separate  and  distinct 
interests,  and  can  never  be  beyond  the  control 
of  the  State  legislatnres.  The  directors  of  those 
institutions  belong  to  the  commnnity  in  which 
they  live,  have  Ute  same  interests,  the  same 
feelings,  and  must  be  more  or  less  under  the  in- 
fluence of  the  friends  and  relations  by  whom 
they  are  surrounded;  they  most  witness  the 
calamity,  and  embarrassmeot,  and  distress, 
which  selfish  and  interested  measures  may  pro- 
duce, and  they  cannot  be  insenrible  to  puUio 
opbiion.  Kot  so  the  Bank  of  the  United  Hates. 
The  directors  can  have  nofeeUngs,  no  interests, 
common  with  the  people,  except  where  the 
principal  bank  is  situated ;  they  nave  no  sym- 
pathy for  their  snflbrings;  they  do  not  near 
their  oomplalats  nor  see  their  distress;  they 
are  beyond  the  infiuence  even  of  friends  and 
of  public  opinion ;  and  to  all  the  complaints,  in 
every  place  where  a  branch  is  situated,  the 
sin^e  answer  may  be  given,  "  We  have  receiv- 
ed directions  from  the  principal  bank,  and  we 
are  compelled  to  obey  tnem."  While  it  is  po- 
tent for  good,  it  ia  more  potent  for  evil.  There 
is  a  nnity  of  action,  wlui  a  weight  of  power 
that  is  irresistible.  The  branches  like  so  many 
powerful  engines,  are  all  propelled  by  one  mas- 
ter wheel ;  one  man  controls  and  regulates  the 
whole ;  he  wills,  and  money  is  abundant — all 
is  plenty,  and  peace,  utd  prosperity.  "A 
chimge  comes  over  the  spirit  of  nis  dream  - " 
he  wills,  and  the  money  is  drawn  into  the  vaults 
of  the  bank  from  all  parts  of  the  country ;  pov- 
erty, and  Stress,  ana  min  overspread  tiie  huid. 
I  will  not  extend  the  picture. 
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Thubsdat,  JauiuuT-  23. 
The  J)epotit  Quettion, 

Ifr.  HmmNOTOK  said :  The  honorable  mem- 
ber from  Tennessee  (Hr.  Pole)  stated,  and 
more  than  once  repeated,  that,  !n  regud.  to  this 
subject,  the  issne  was  formed  between  the  Gov- 
ernment and  tiie  bank.  I  differ  with  him  as  to 
both  the  parties  which  he  has  named.  If  be 
means  by  the  term  "  Government,"  that  which 
is  so  called  by  the  traTeUii^  agent  of  the  Treos- 
nrj — one  branch  t£  it  <Hily/  the  Exeontive,  or 
amply  the  Treasury  DeiMvUnenfr— lie  has  r^ht- 
]y  named  one  of  the  parties ;  but  if  he  uses  the 
term  as  freemen  understand  it,  as  indnding  the 
Exeeative,  Judicial,  and  L^fislatire  Depart- 
ments then  the  Government  is  no  party  to 
what  he  calls  the  issno  which  has  been  closed. 
OoDgreas  has  declared  the  bank  to  be  a  neoea- 
sary  and  useful  corporation.  The  Supreme 
Court  has  decided  that  it  is  a  corporation  nght- 
fully  created  nnder  the  coustitutioo.  The 
House  of  Reppesentatives,  by  a  large  majority 
at  the  last  session,  declared  it  to  be  a  safe  place 
of  depout  for  the  public  moneys ;  and  the  Exec- 
nUve  only  has  been  found  in  opposition  to  it  as 
nnoonstitatioual  and  ineroedient.  Hie  Govern- 
ment proper,  therefore,  has  not  made  itself  a 
party  to  tne  removal  of  the  depoaitB.  The  hon- 
orable member  is  equally  in  an  error  when  he 
affirms  that  the  bank  is  a  party.  However 
great  and  unwearied  the  efforts  have  been  to 
des^y  its  credit  and  usefulness,  iMth  at  home 
and  abroad;  however  unceremonioosly  the 
eharacters  of  the  honorable  fmd  virtuous  men 
who  manage  its  affairs  have  been  traduced  and 
slandered ;  however  wanton  have  been  the 
attacks  on  the  institution  and  its  directors,  the 
whole  dwindles  into  insigniiScaDce  cMupared 
with  tiie  results  wtiich  have  followed  to  the 
oounfcty  from  the  hostility  of  those  who  should 
have  been  its  proteotors  and  fliffitds.  The 
,  Sasne  is  oloaed  between  the  Treasniy  and  the 
people,  and  It  has  been  tendered  by  the  fbrmer; 
andT  by  this  House  and  the  Senate' is  this  Issue 
to  be  tried,  and  judgment  rendered ;  and  in  its 
detenninalioD,  the  bank,  as  such,  and  in  regard 
to  its  own  rights,  is  comparatively  a  cipher — a 
matter  of  no  moment.  The  question  is,  whether 
the  Treasury  shall  govern,  or  the  people?  -  The 
observations  which  I  propose  to  submit  to  the 
House  will  be  comprised  in  answers  to  the  fol- 
lowing questions : 

What  was  the  condition  of  the  country  pre- 
vious to  the  contemplated  ohange  la  the  place 
of  depout  of  the  public  moneys  f 

What  is  that  condition  now  t 

What  is  it  to  be  if  the  depodta  are  not  re- 
ftoradl 

What  oanses  have  prodnoed  the  present  dis- 
tressed condition  of  the  ooontiy,  and  the  ahum- 
fa^  forebodings  of  oalamitiea  still  greater  to  be- 

Wliat  is  the  remedy  for  these  evils  I 

Shall  Congress  «p^j  itt 

There  is  not  one  of  then  qneattons  vUdi  la 


CH.  or  K. 

not  full  of  meaning  and  worthy  onr  most  se- 
rious cons^ration. 

What,  then,  was  the  condition  of  eveiy  por- 
tion of  this  great  nation  while  the  public  moneys 
were  in  their  legitimate  place  of  cnatody,  and 
the  power  of  the  Treasury  had  not  been  q^ed 
to  disturb  and  remove  them  ? 

It  was  one  of  unparalleled  quietness,  ease, 
and  prosperity.  Every  channel  of  industry 
was  filled.  Full  employment  was  given  to  the 
laborer,  who  earned  his  daily  bread  by  the 
sweat  of  his  brow — to  the  mechanic,  who 
worked  in  his  shop,  and  ftimished  the  necessa- 
ries and  comforts  of  Ufe  t<a  himself  and  all  in 
his  emnloy— to  the  raann&oturer,  who  reworded 
the  inanstry  of  thousands  connected  with  and 
dependent  upon  the  enccessful  pnrsoit  .of  his 
business — to  the  merchant,  who  was  engaged 
in  prosperous  commercial  enterprises — ^to  the 
fiormer  and  planter,  whofouudareack  and  prof- 
itable market  for  the  products  of  their  labor. 
Payments  were  made  for  the  productions  of 
agricnlturaL  mechanical,  and  manufsoturing  la- 
bor through  the  domestic  exchanges  of  the 
country,  at  a  trifling  expense ;  and  in  like  man- 
ner were  payments  made  for  imported  merchan- 
dise Boattered  owt  every  portion  of  the  Union. 
The  Bank  <tf  the  United  States,  enstaliilng  its 
amicaUle  and  confidential  relourau  "with  the 
Treasury,  acted  the  part  of  a  balance  wheel, 
regulat^  all  the  movements  of  tiie  wh(de 
machinery  of  currency  and  exchange,  keeping 
it  in  order,  preventing  the  over^issues  of  the 
State  banks,  and  yet  bwiendhig  them ;  distrit)- 
uting  the  public  revenue  in  every  direction  to 
pay  the  debts  of  the  Government ;  and,  through 
its  loans  and  exchanges,  giving  and  continuing 
health  and  soundness  to  every  ^art  of  the  coun- 
try, and  creating  and  sustaining  a  currency 
more  perfect  than  ,  any  which  ever  existed  in 
the  most  finished  periods  of  the  commercial 
prosperi^  (tf  Europe.  Our  country  presented 
a  scene  which  we  might  and  did  contemplate 
with  delight,  and  whitm  called  forth  ourthaaka- 
givings  to  the  beneficent  Author  of  all  Good 
for  such  ^tinguished  mercies.  There  was  not 
a  dark  shade  in  the  picture  of  our  country's 
prosperity ;  ^1 — all — was  bright,  delightfbl  in 
fruition,  cheering  in  prospect 

What  is  now  ute  condition  of  the  country  ? 

CQianged,  greatly  changed ;  almost  whoUy 
reversed.  Every  channel  of  industry  is  now 
partially  choked.  A  paralysis  has  settled  upon 
our  principal  commercial  cities,  and  is  rapidly 
extending  itself  in  every  direction.  Busmess 
is  suspended ;  no  new  contracts  are  made ;  the 
arm  of  labor  has  become  nerveless ;  the  cur* 
rency  is  disordered,  and  money  not  to  be  ob- 
taitwd;  a univerralpanio exists;  fearandalorm 
are  i^parent  in  the  countenances  of  all ;  fre- 
quent bankruptcies  occur ;  commercial  credit  ia 
impaired ;  and  the  whole  country  is  in  a  state 
of  agitation,  excitement,  alarm,  and  fearftal  iq>- 
prehenslon.  Is  not  this  statement  tme  f  Does 
not  every  div's  post  bring  us  confirmation 
of  itt 


Digitized  by 


416 


ABBIDGUBNT  OF  THB 


E.  OF 

This,  however,  is  but  tbe  commen  cement  of 
evils  still  ^eater  to  follow,  onless  an  immediate 
remedy  be  applied  by  the  actloD  of  Ooogresa 
And  this  leads  to  tbe  inqairy  what  is  the  pros' 
peot  before  ns  ?  What  is  to  be  the  conuition 
of  the  country,  if  there  be  not  a  reaction,  if 
basioesB  do  not  revive,  confidence  be  not  re- 
stored,  the  usual  course  of  industry  and  enter- 
prise be  not  pursued,  the  currency  be  not  re- 
stored to  its  former  sound  and  healthful  state, 
and  active  employment  be  fpiven  to  the  labor 
of  our  citizens,  with  a  reasonable  prospect  of  a 
^r  and  certain  remuneration ! 

That  condition,  it  is  to  be  feared,  will  be  one 
of  general  bankriiptcy,  and,  perhaps,  a  suspen- 
^on  of  epecie  payments  by  most  of  the  local 
banks ;  tne  present  state  of  things,  gloomy  and 
fearAd  as  it  is,  cannot  long  continue;  the 
pressure  will  be  more  severely  felt ;  the  causes 
which  have  produced  it  will  not  cease  to  oper- 
ate, but  will  accumulate  strength,  and  produce 
still  more  deleterious  effects ;  the  cord  is  fiast 
drawing  to  its  ultimate  power  of  tension ;  in  a 
few  months  it  will  part.  And  what  will  be 
the  result!  Will  it  not  be  one  which  will 
jeopwrd  tiie  capital  of  the  State  banks,  or  com- 
pel them  to  rrause  the  redemption  of  their  notes 
ui  ooint  Oan  the  local  banks  redeem  their 
(nrcidation  and  pt^  their  d^wnta,  without  call- 
ing upon  their  debtors  to  make  fireqaent  and 
large  payments  ?  They  have  not  the  power  to 
coin  money,  nor  oan  they  raise  It  on  their  cred- 
it And  can  these  debtors  par  without  effect- 
ing loans  elsewhere,  or  obtauung  money  by  the 
sale  of  their  crops  or  their  manufactures  t 
And  are  these  the  resources  which  are  at  hand ! 
The  banks,  instead  of  loaning,  are  cnrtailing 
their  accommodations ;  private  capitalists  will 
not  lend ;  sales  of  the  products  of  labor  cannot 
be  made.  In  what  manner,  then,  is  provision 
to  be  made  for  tbe  payment  of  bank  loans  I 
And  if  none  oan  be  made,  tiie  local  banka  most 
resort  to  other  means  than  cdUeoUons  frtnn 
their  debtors  to  provide  fbr  the  redemption  of 
their  own  debts — and  they  will  look  in  vain 
for  any  such  means.  It  is  also  not  to  be  forgot- 
ten that  the  whole  system  of  banking  opera- 
tjons  in  this  country  has  its  foundation  in  pub- 
lic confidence  and  credit.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  banks  cannot  redeem  all  their  issues  in 
coin,  if  demanded  at  once ;  but  the  community 
feel  a  secnrlty  in  the  integrity,  and  intelligence, 
and  prudence  of  those  who  have  the  manage- 
ment of  these  institutions,  and  a  certMnty  that 
the  notes  will  subserve  all  the  purposes  to 
which  they  wi^  to  apply  them,  and  thus  be 
equivalent  to  coin,  while  these  feeUngs  of 
security  and  certunty  oontinne — ^wbile  all  the 
bulks  are  disposed  to  be  liberal  and  friendly  to 
each  otiier — while  the  business  of  the  country 
is  carried  on  with  its  accustomed  industry  and 
prosperity,  and  the  revenues  of  the  Govern- 
ment are  disbursed  equally  for  the  benefit  of 
all,  and  the  domestic  exchanges  continued  with 
their  usual  frequency  and  rapidity,  and  without 
tOBB,  and  tbe  ourrcn«y  ia  preserved  pme— all 


[Jjunran,  18U. 

will  be  well,  as  it  was  before  the  Treasnry  or- 
der relating  to  tbe  public  deposits  waa  issued. 
Bat  when  the  time  arrives  that  money  cvinot 
be  obtained  in  any  fonn  to  meet  outstanding 
engagements ;  when  sach  a  state  of  alarm  shall 
exist  as  that  the  vaults  of  the  local  banka  are 
to  be  opened  to  redeem  their  notes ;  when  spec- 
ulators in  bank  notes  shall  commence  the  pur- 
chase of  them  at  a  large  discount,  to  demand 
their  payment  in  specie ;  when  thb  period  ar- 
rives, then  will  most  of  the  State  banks  be  com- 
pelled to  close  the  doors  of  their  vaults,  and 
the  scenes  of  the  years  1814  and  1616  agam  be 
witnessed.  And  though  I  believe  the  Bank  of 
the  ITmted  States— that  monster  and  tyrant,  aa 
it  has  been  called,  whidi  was  to  crouch  at  the 
feet  of  the  IVeasury  an  humble  suppliant  for 
favor — will  ride  out  the  storm  without  the  loea 
of  a  spar,  or  a  sail,  or  a  yard,  it  is  greatly  to  be 
apprehended  that  the  broken  fi-a^ents  of 
most  of  the  State  banks,  which  will  be  seen 
everywhere  floating,  will  evince  what  desola- 
tion and  ruin  have  befallen  them. 


FmDiT,  January  81. 
Pur^m  ^BocktfcT  Umian. 

Ur.  SpmaBT  asked  the  unanimous  conaent  of 
the  House  to  offer  a  joint  resolntion.  Leave 
being  given,  he  offered  a  resolution  for  furnish- 
ing to  the  new  members  of  Congress  oertiun 
boolLS  of  reference  which  have  been  furnished 
to  the  old  membera. 

Mr.  WHmxaaET  ol^eoted  to  the  form  of  the 
resolntion ;  and,  after  some  conversation,  it  was, 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Polk,  verbally  modified, 
with  the  consent  of  the  mover,  so  as  to  read  as 
follows : 

Betolved  by  the  Senate  <tni  ffouu  of  Repreienia- 
(t«M,  That  ue  members  of  the  present  CongrMS, 
who  have  not  heretofbre  recnved  ttum,  be  supplied 
with  the  same  books  that  have  been  ordered  to  be 
flurnished  to  tbe  members  of  the  22d  Congress;  the 
cost  thereof  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the 
treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Mr.  Watsb  wished,  before  voting,  to  know 
what  the  books  were  which  were  referred  t<x 
and  whether  some  might  not  now  be  out  of 
print,  so  that  the  resolution  might,  in  effect, 
be  authorizing  a  reprint  of  them. 

Mr.  Bpeiqht  explained,  and  stated  that  his 
object  in  offering  the  resolution  was  to  fnmish 
such  membera  as  had  not  been  supplied  with 
them  with  Gales  &  Seaton's  Register  of  Debates, 
and  tha  Documentary  Hi^ry  of  Congress. 

The  reaolation  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

The  Sfkakbb  stated  to  the  House  that  an 
overdght  had  been  committed  in  passing  to  a 
third  reading  the  resolution  offered  by  Mr. 
Sfxiobt.  That  resolution  involved  an  appro- 
priation of  money,  and  most,  therefore,  first  be 
considered  in  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sraioar,  the  House  went 
into  Ccanmittee  of  the  Whcde  on  the  state  of  the 

Digitized  by  Google 


DBBATES  07  GONOKBSa 


417 


FnsiTABT,  1834.] 


[H.  or  B. 


Union,  Mr.  Oohsob  in  the  ohair,  and  took  up 
the  resolation, 

Mr.  Sfbkiht  amended  his  resolution  by  add- 
ing that  the  whole  of  the  Begtstw  of  Debates, 
from  the  first  to  the  ninth  Tolnme,  IndoriTe, 
and  the  whole  of  the  Doonmentary  History 

Eablished,  shonld  be  purchased  for  those  mem- 
ers,  of  Oongress  who  had  not  yet  reoeived 
copies  of  those  works. 

Mr.  FosTKB  inqnired  of  the  mover  what 
the  books  were  wnioh  woold  be  covered  by 
the  reBolaticm,  and  what  wonld  be  the  cost  of 
them! 

Ur.  Speight  replied,  that  the  gentleman  had 
tile  same  information  as  he  bad ;  what  the  cost 
wonld  be,  he  coold  not  say.  He  had  stated 
wh«^  tiie  works  were  which  he  had  in  view. 

Mr.  Fosns  suggested  that  the  resdntion 
ought  to  specify  the  books.  He  observed  that 
the  resolution,  as  amended,  went  to  provide, 
not  cmly  finr  new  members,  hot  for  the  (dd  ones 
also.  The  House  was  improving.  Instead  of 
resisting  the  practice  of  {nmishlcig  themselves 
with  books,  they  were  ezten^g  it.  He 
wanted  to  have  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of 
carrying  the  resolution  into  efilect,  that  the 
people  might  know  how  much  they  were  voting 
to  themselves  over  and  above  their  pay, 

Mr.  Bfbioht  said  tiie  gentieman  seemed 
wholly  to  have  misunderstood  the  resolation, 
and  his  purpose  iu  moving  it.  It  was  merely 
to  pnt  tne  new  members  on  the  same  footing 
witii  the  old,  in  relation  to  two  works  very 
important  to  a  li^t  discharge  of  their  public 
duty  on  tills  fioOT. 

Mr.  Foam  deprecated  the  resdution  with 
warmth,  as  going  to  iffoduce  a  scene  of  perfect 
confiifflon :  the  resolation  went  back  for  years, 
and  those  who  had  been  members  of  the  House 
years  ago  would  be  sending  to  the  Olerk  for 
volumes  to  complete  their  sets,  &o.  He 
would  in  the  House  move  to  refer  the  resolution 
to  the  Library  Oommittee,  with  direction  to 
report  the  expense  of  carrying  it  into  efi'ect. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Sfkioht'b 
amendment,  and  it  was  oanied. 

The  committee  rose,  and  reported  the  resolu- 
tion as  amended.  . 


Tbubsdat,  February  6. 
7%e  Depotit  QuuHon. 

The  Honse  next  proceeded  to  the  oonrid- 
eration  of  the  deposit  qaestion, 

Mr.  Peyton  said :  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  strange, 
indeed,  that  the  man  who  has  given  his  life  to 
the  service  of  his  country,  who'  has  toiled  and 
perilled  so  much  in  defence  of  its  institutions, 
lAoold  now  be  represented  as  dangerous  to  its 
fiberties  and  regardless  of  Its  laws.  These 
sentimentB  have  been  urged  and  rraterated 
against  the  Freddent  from  the  commencement 
at  this  debate.  I  will  endeavor,  Mr.  Speaker 
in  a  pl^  brief  manner,  to  answer  some  of 
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these  charges,  before  I  proceed  to  the  oondd- 
eration  of  the  subject  before  the  House. 

I  agree  with  the  gentieman  from  South 
Oarolina,  (Mr.  McDufvui,)  that  it  is  dangerou 
to  miite  money  and  political  power.  But,  sir, 
we  must  trust  somebody;  and  I  bad  rathet 
intrust  the  management  of  the  treasury  to  those 
whom  the  American  people  have  selected  as 
the  guardians  of  their  liberty,  than  leave  it 
exposed  to  those  who  have  become  furious  by 
the  rebnke  they  have  received  at  the  hands  of 
the  people.  Sir,  we  have  exhibited  before  the 
nation  and  the  world  an  extraordinary  spectacle 
— a  scramble  for  the  control  of  the  public 
money.  An  attempt  is  made  to  wrest  it  from 
the  constituted  authorities  by  gentiemen  whom 
the  people  pronounce  undeserving  of  their  con- 
fidence. Yes,  sir,  thw  demand  that  the  pnUk 
treasure,  which  is  uie  "sonl  of  the  body 
politic,"  shall  be  yidded  up  at  tiie  overbearing 
dictation  of  this  strange  alliance,  formed  by  a 
union  of  party  leaders  from  alt  points  of  the 
political  compass.  Well,  sir,  if  power  is  to 
ohanee  liands,  let  us  see  if  the  country  will  be 
benefited  by  it  Who  are  they  who  demand 
the  change?  Are  they  not  the  same  restiess 
spirits  who  so  lately  brought  their  country  to 
the  brink,  "  where  is  but  one  step  down,  and 
all  was  lost  f "  Let  ns  pause  and  survey  the 
scene!  We  hear  of  tyrants,  and  revolutions, 
and  resistance.  Who  is  producing  this  uproar, 
this  clamor  for  the  public  treasare,  and  grasp- 
ing at  that  power,  I  Lad  almost  salc^  in  a  revo- 
lutionary tone,  which  they  were  not  able  to 
reach  in  the  spirit  of  our  institutions — which 
the  stem  voice  of  a  republican  people  denied 
them!  What  do  we  oebold!  Why,  tiioee 
who  but  yesterday  glared  upon  each  other 
with  &  tiger's  look,  and  bristles  up,  are  now 
folded  in  each  other's  patriotic  arms,  and  land- 
ing each  other  as  public  benefactors.  They 
benefactors  of  the  country  t  "  It  is  an  insult 
to  the  nation  to  say  so."  I  borrow  the  phrase 
from  the  gentieman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr, 
MoDittfib.)  *'  The  Federal  Union — it  mnst  be 
preserred : "  that  was  the  sentiment  uttered 
by  a  patriot,  and  responded  to  by  firemen, 
which  saved  the  oountoy,  Kow,  idr,  I  ask  fbr 
the  tme  cause  of  all  we  see  and  near!  Theare 
is  no  man  so  weak  or  crednlons  as  to  bdieve, 
for  a  moment,  that  it  is  to  be  found  in  thia 
petty  question  of  riving  the  bank  the  vm  of 
money,  which  its  friends  boast  it  can  well  do 
without ;  or  in  the  pecuniary  interest  of  a  few 
rich  men  in  Europe  and  America,  who  own 
and  control  the  banlc.  No,  sir ;  this  is  the  pre- 
text seized  upon  to  scatter  firebrands  through 
society,  A  deep  game  of  ambition  is  playing, 
not  unlike  those  to  which  honorable  g«iti^en 
have  referred  ns  in  the  history  of  other  nations. 
We  can  occasionally  get  a  glimpse  of  the  doud 
boiling  over  above  ue  horizon,  and  hear  the 
thunder  in  the  distance.  Gentiemen  are  throw- 
ing hi^  die  for  power ;  and,  with  a  boldness 
oharacteriatio  of  the  high  order  of  tiieir  intet 
lect,  sn  willing  to  stue  all,  and  stand  the 
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huMxA  flf  the  east.  "To  role  or  ndn"  isti^e 
bold  dedgo.  Sir,  it  would  be  patriotie,  add 
emimand  our  highest  admiratioii,  to  see  a  states- 
man lore  bis  ooantiy  better  thaa  himself ;  not- 
withstanding that  country  had  wltbdrawn  its 
confidence,  and  had  driven  him  from  a  high 
Rtation.  A  Oato  coold  love  his  connti7  even 
in  banishment ;  and  that  ooantry,  he  said,  was 
not  "Utics  or  Adjmettnro,  hot  Rome/'  Bat, 
sir,  I  appeal  to  aU  America  whether  it  was 
love  or  hate — deadly  hate;  whether  it  was 
patriotism  or  ambition,  which  formed  this 
nnnatnral  ni^on  t  In  what  else  do  they  agree 
bat  war,  "»iy*T-ing  war,  iip<m  the  Frendeott 
la  this  patriotism!  Do  they  bate  each  other 
leaa,  or  Andrew  Jackson  more?  8a;,  dr,  that 
to-uunrow's  son  rose  npon  this  administration 
nrept  from  the  earth— 4hat  every  member  of 
It  dundd  meet  a  Bmtas  while  he  sleeps — that 
iSl  power  sbonld  devolve  npon  these  leaders, 
who  assume  to  be  tbe  goardians  of  constita- 
tional  liberty :  what  then  ?  There  is  not  room 
in  the  chair  of  state  for  more  than  one  man. 

Inland  coold  not  brook  the  double  eway  of 
Hal  and  Hotspar."  Would  this  new  love  some 
gentlemen  profess  for  courts  and  federal  jury 
trials  continue  t  Would  the  father  of  the 
American  qntem  adhere  to  bis  recent  dedara- 
tion  In  &Tor  of  a  strict  oonstrnction  of  tbe 
etmstitutioa  t  Would  you  expect  from  anoh 
materials  a  harmonious,  patriotic  action  in  the 
CKmrmnoitt  No,  sir,  you  will  as  soon  see  the 
8t(my  mountidns  raising  their  snow-capped 
heads  amidst  the  pines  of  Carolina,  as  yon  will 
see  the  father  of  the  American  system,  and  the 
fiery  prince  of  nullification,  moving  quietiy 
along,  upon  principle,  in  the  great  questions 
which  have  disturbed  the  peace  of  the  American 
ihmily.  Remove  the  cause  of  this  union,  and 
the  umon  itself  is  broken  up  in  an  instant.  Ko 
more  tears  will  be  shed  for  the  bank,  whicb, 
by  the  bye,  have  ftllen  as  fkst  on  the  other  side 
ftfthe  qnestion  in  di^  whioh  have  passed ;  for 
WDM  gentlemen  seoned  to  have  a  fountain  at 
oommand.  But  let  success  crown  tiie  coming 
struggle,  and  the  measores  and  principles  of 
this  administration  be  battered  down;  woold 
not  the  unnatural  folds  in  whioh  this  knot  of 
politicians  is  Uuked  tc^ther  be  unrolled? 
Would  not  th(He  hyena  glances,  which  are  now 
drawn  to  a  focus  and  bent  on  the  white  bouse, 
flash  and  dart  at  one  another  ?  I  question,  sir, 
if  jealousy  and  rivalry  would  not  take  tbe  place 
of  patriotism ;  and  if  ambition  should  predom- 
ini^  then  would  come  a  staruggle  which  would 
test  the  energies  of  our  frame  of  government — 
tiie  finniiMS,  tiie  moderation,  tbe  Tirt(i&  and 
tiie  patriotism  of  the  people.  If  I  conid  be 
permitted  to  state  the  case,  sir,  we  would  see 
on  6a<^  mde  men  of  transcendent  talents,  of 
^sai^nted  hopes,  chafed  ambiti<m,  backed 
by  orators  in  boldueas,  chivalry,  and  "the 
power  of  speecb  to  stir  men's  blood,"  such  as 
tbe  revolution  of  France  produced — each  con- 
trolling presses  which  have  it  in  their  poww 
spread  aelaston  over  tha  fiue  of  ibo  Isod,  to 


"thick  as  autumnal  leaves  in  Yallambrosa," 
carried  on  the  foor  winds.  More,  nr.  On  the 
one  side,  would  be  arrayed  this  bank,  with  all 
its  treasures,  with  all  the  attendant  sources  of 
corruption  whicb  would  be  opened  ;  npon  tbe 
olber  dde,  there  would  be  arrayed  an  army  of 
twenty-five  thousand  State  troops,  to  assert  tbe 
daim  of  their  fitvorite,  under  the  banner  of 
State  righta. 

Ur.  Speaker,  gentiemen  have  ransacked  histo- 
rians and  poets  for  tyrants'  names,  and  oases  of 
oppresuon,  in  which  they  vainly  seek  to  find 
some  resemblance  to  the  Freudent  and  bis 
measnrea.  But  I  am  struck  with  this  remark- 
able fratore  in  aU  the  examples  whioh  tiie 
mirno'  of  blstory  holds  to  view.  It  is,  tbat 
liberty  has  been  lost  by  ambition  grasping  at 
that  power  which  it  could  not  constitntiozwlly 
attiun.  The  first  step  has  always  been  to 
impede  the  operations  of  regular  government, 
excite  distmst  aguost  the  constituted  author- 
ities, denounce  those  in  power  as  usorpers 
and  tyrants,  lay  all  the  "  ills  that  fi«h  is  heir 
to"  on  them,  mourn  over  the  lost  liberties  of 
the  people,  ^ed  over  their  distresses  crocodile 
tears,  produce  insubordination  to  tbe  laws,  and 
make  a  paah,  in  the  misrule  and  anarchy  thus 
brought  about,  for  supreme  power,  ^neas  is 
described  as  having  ascended  the  thnme  d 
Carthage  wrapped  in  a  dond.  Gentiemen  have 
carried  us  back  to  tbe  days  when  Roma  was 
free,  and  told  us  bow  she  lost  her  liberty. 
Roman  liberty  was  buried  in  a  battle  field — in 
a  battle  field  upon  whioh  two  men  were  the 
champions,  who  had  been  friends.  The  fatal 
field  of  Ffaarsalta  was  the  tomb  of  Roman 
freedom.  There,  air,  it  received  its  deathblow ; 
that  was  the  catastrophe  of  a  coalition  formed 
by  CsBsar,  Fompey,  and  Crassus.  This,  air,  is 
a  memorable  event  in  history;  (I  am  under 
obligations  to  the  gentieman  who  introduced  it 
as  a  fit  parallel  d  the  times ;)  it  carries  with  it 
a  sublime  and  useful  moral,  and,  as  such,  may 
be  well  i9>plied  to  the  present  criris.  How  did 
the  first  and  mistiest  Oasar  make  himadf 
absolute,  and  subvert  forever  the  liberties  of 
his  conntTy  t  Why,  if  my  slight  reading  has 
not  greatiy  misled  me,  it  was  by  uniting  with  his 
own  lofty  genius  and  restiess  spirit  tbe  gold  of 
Crassus  and  tbe  popular  inflaence  of  Fompey. 
With  these  ho  broke  down  Coto^s  infiuence  m- 
the  Senate,  and  amongst  the  people.  If  we 
have  Offisars  and  Fompeys  now,  we  must  have  a 
Cato  too.  Tbe  gentieman  from  South  Carolina 
says  tbat  be  (O^eral  J.)  has  thrown  bimsdf  in 
the  breach.  Yes,  sir,  he  has ;  and  there  he 
stands,  "  a  pillar  of  state,"  which  neither  te- 
oedee  from  the  wavee^  mar  la  shaken  In  the 
tempest;  and  as  long  as  he  sUnds,  oeitaia 
hopes  lie  ooshed.  As  long  as  the  nation  baa 
confidence  in  bis  unsullied  integrity  and  pore 
patriotism,  the  dream  of  power  witb  some 
gentlemen  is  postponed ;  but  with  the  feelings 
of  those  who  are  eoSeavoring  to  overcome  some 
"  dire  calami^,  they  gain  Kinforoement  from 
hope,  <x  take  rest^itim  from  deq>dr.*'  Hm 
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desperate  attempt  is  making  to  prostrate  a 
patriot,  who  finds  in  the  confidence  of  his 
coantr7meu  an  impenetrable  shield.  "Whj  is 
this  pyramid  of  the  nation's  strraiffth  to  be 
demolished  t  Beoaose  it  stands  in  the  hreadi. 
Where  else  would  yon  eroect  to  find  himt 
Has  he  not  alwvn  been  fonnd  there,  in  the 
honr  of  peril  t  Ti»  onset  is  sounded,  and  all 
the  elements  and  instratneuts  of  party  warfare 
rush  to  the  assanlt.  A  ramnltaneons  move- 
ment is  made  in  both  ends  of  this  oapitol,  and 
all  the  pencdoned  presses  of  the  ooontry  poor 
forth  their  calnmny.  We  are  yet  to  see  the 
result. 

The  miUn  object  of  the  giflied  gentlemsa  from 
South  Carolina  QSi.  MoDurFiB)  was  not  to 
inqnire  into  facts,  nor  to  settle  great  principles; 
bnt  the  scope  of  that  gentleman's  impassioned 
appeal  was  to  hold  np  the  Ohief  MagUtrate  as 
a  tyran^  whom  it  woold  he  patrio&m  to  re- 
riet;  to  ezhilnt  the  oflloers  of  QoTerament, 
frtnn  the  bluest  to  the  lowest,  aa  an  army 
tit  meroenanes  in  the  Frerident*B  hands,  to  be 
used  for  any  of  the  vilest  purposes ;  and  a  ma- 
jority, or  a  BomMMed  msjority  of  this  Honse, 
was  tannted  by  him  aa  a  drilled  malori^,  ready 
to  follow  a  reckless  nsnrper,  who  had  viohUed 
the  law  and  constitntioD,  and  was  trampling  in 
the  dnst  the  rights  of  widows  and  orphans.  I 
do  not  pretend  to  give  words  or  sentences; 
bat  this  was  the  tone  and  snbstanee  of  these 
broad  denandations,  which  swept  from  depart- 
Tomi  to  department  of  this  Gk>Temment  The 
times  are  strangely  out  of  Joint,  indeed,  when 
we  an  taonbed  witii  ezermrinff  minority  pow- 
er, and  the  Frendent  is  sooflfea  at  by  that  gen- 
tleman for  not  tolerating  freedom  of  opimon. 
Now,  "  drill "  is  the  first  word  a  military  man 
leams.  Drilled  minority  I  and  this  we  are  to  be 
tannted  with  by  that  gentlmianl  Why,  it 
seems  that  some  gentlemen  have  an  instinctive 
abhorrence  of  tmsting  majority  power  to  any 
one  bnt  themselves.  When  I  see  before  my 
face  the  frnits  of  its  exercise  elsewhere,  I  am 
astonished  that  he  shonld  be  tiie  man  to  make 
"momitains  of  a  mole  hill."  Where  does 
majority-  power  let  fidi  the  heaviest  hand? 
Why,  sur,  m  a  aeotion  where  alone,  we  are  told, 

re  and  nnrestralned  freedom  of  opinion  is  to 
finmd.  There^  sir,  an  oppressed  min<nity, 
a  handfid  of  men,  whose  int^rify  of  sonl  can- 
not be  snbdned  by  this  power,  are  disfranchised 
— stripped  of  their  military  titles  and  their 
eivio  wreaths,  which  arc  gathered  np  and 

E laced  on  other  browa— for  what!  far  ^  opin- 
)n*8  sake ; "  yes,  ^r,  men  whose  fathers  toiled 
tiirongh  the  bloody  fields  and  ardnoos  councils 
<tf  the  Revolntion,  and  who  perpetuate  in  their 
bosoms  the  same  lofty  love  of  liberty  and 
ecom  of  despotiBm,  are  deprived  of  office 
and  all  honorable  distinction ;  taxed  to  sapport 
an  army  over  their  own  heads;  denied  the 
light  of  voting  for  an  officer  who  can  have 
them  shot  for  refanng  to  fight  against  their 
conscience  and  thdr  country;  and,  worse  than 
all,  they  ate  haraised  hj  teat  oatha.  Wby  an 


this !  Because  they  would  not  agree  **  mid  de 
kort ; "  because  they  could  not  agree  "  mid  de 
kort."  How  conld  they  take  the  test  oath, 
without  staining  their  names  in  time,  and 
Bonis  in  eternity  t^'  And,  yet,  that  gwtieman 
charges  the  Frendent  with  stntohlng  w  trim- 
ming  others  on  the  bed  of  Proanstea.  It  was 
said  in  a  apeedh  I  heard  the  other  day,  (Mr. 
Galhonn's,  in  the  Boiate,)  that  there  is  "  noUi- 
ing  more  dignified  than  reproof  from  the 
lips  of  innocence,  or  punishment  from  the 
hands  of  jnstice.  But  change  the  picture — ^let 
tbe  gdlty  reprove,  and  the  criminal  pimish; 
and  what  more  odious,  more  hatenil,  can 
be  presented  to  the  ima^nation  t "  Now 
it  does  seem  to  me  that  some  gentlemen  do 
not  stand  in  a  situation  to  indtdge  hi  sudi 
reprooft  and  punishments ;  they  are  under  too 

nt  and  recent  obligations  to  m^ority  in* 
loe  to  do  so.  And,  rir,  how  has  it  been 
with  the  hank!  At  one  sweep,  oa  one  die* 
oonnt  day  of  its  wrath,  it  rednoed  the  ftmUiea 
<^  fifty  watchmen  in  Philadelphia  to  live  on 
charity;  and  yet,  the  gentleman  fkxim  South 
Carolhia  tells  us  Uiat  "  no  man  can  breathe  the 
air  that  surrounds  the  palace  of  the  Preddent, 
who  does  not  think  precisely  as  the  President 
thinks ;  and  that  eveiy  man  who  did  not  vote 
for  the  President  has  been  put  out  of  office, 
and  the  most  notorious  open-mouthed  partisans 
put  in  their  places :  and  that  is  a  truth  known 
to  the  whole  world."  Now,  sir,  so  far  from 
this  being  a  truth  known  to  the  whole  world, 
the  oontnary  is  the  fact,  Imown  to  everybody 
in  this  part  of  the  w(»-ld,  and  emddly  m  tra 
House,  except  that  gentleman.  1  am  bound  to 
believe  he  thinks  what  he  says ;  but  it  is  as 
notcdooB  aa  that  the  oapitol  stands  on  this  hill, 
that  a  majority  of  those  in  this  city,  who 
live  upon  the  public  treasury,  are  now,  and 
have  ever  been,  the  political  opponents  of  the 
President. 

But  I  fihoold  like  to  know  one  thing :  under 
this  mild  sway  of  minority  power,  as  exercised 
in  Philaddphia  and  elsewhere,  into  whose 
hands  is  the  country  to  fall  if  gmUemen 
succeed — and  espedally  we  anti-bank,  anti- 
tariff,  anti-internal  improvement,  anti-nnlllflofr 
tion  peoi^  t  The  repablio,  I  trust,  is  not  to  be 
divided  or  parodlea  out  among  the  parties. 
That  is  sorely  an  idea  too  horrible  to  be 
tboaght  oflf.  Into  whose  hands,  then,  are  we 
to  ful,  where  we  can  e^Joy  perfect  freedom 
of  opinion.  Who  will  have  the  magnanimitjy 
to  say  yours  be  the  advantage  all,  mine  the 
revenge  ?  " 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  gentleman's  mode  of  treat- 
ing this  plain  proposition,  submitted  by  this 
resolution,  strikes  me  as  a  littie  unusual.  He 
informed  us  that  to  a  correct  understimding  of 
the  question,  as  he  presented  it,  no  facts  were 
necessary  to  be  collected,  no  books  or  witnessea 
to  be  examined ;  but  a  great  ptindple  was  to 
be  Bettied.  Well,  sir,  to  settle  this  principle 
tike  gentLeman  orowda  his  imagination  witii 
hcnnDie  images,  and  refers  to  Home  and 
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Shakspeare  aa  his  anthorities.  His  heated 
fiinoj  uipcttn  to  see  nothing  but  tyrants  rise 
wad  fidl,  kiogs,  and  blocks,  and  decapitationa. 
Thos  prepanid,  he  sets  a^ont  to  mid  a  fit 
parallu  to  Andrew  Jackson — ^not  to  find  a  case 
uko  the  deposits;  and  what  selection,  in  the 
wide  range  of  the  gentleman's  reading,  does 
he  make?  Biohard  is  the  paralld;  yes,  sir, 
Richard  ITT. ;  and  he  alladed  to  the  most 
bloody  of  all  that  tyrant^s  acts — the  morder  of 
his  brother's  children,  whilst  the  sweet  inno- 
cent babes  lay  asleep  folded  in  each  other's 
anns.  This,  sir,  is  ^ven  by  the  gentleman  as  an 
Ulnstration  of  the  oondact  of  Andrew  Jackson ; 
fbia  is  the  manner  in  which  a  great  statesman 
anoesB great oonstitntionalqnesoon.  Amlnot 
atliberty  to  ask  if  snob  an  imagination  most  not 
be  horribly  distempered  1  I  will  leave  civilized 
man,  and  appeal  to  the  barbarians  of  the  woods 
for  Andrew  Jackson's  defence  agtunst  sudi 
diarges.  They  have  witnessed  the  tear  of 
sympathy,  the  paternal  regard  of  that  kind  and 
Denevolent  man,  whom  this  pictore  of  crnelty 
was  intended  to  represent ;  they  bear  witness 
that  his  humanity  is  only  equalled  by  his 
oonrage ;  they  will  say  that  he  fed,  and  clothed, 
and  TODcated,  with  the  tenderness  of  a  father, 
th^  children,  when  the  fate  of  war  cast  them 
upon  his  hnmanity.  The  gentl«nan  aaya,  that 
foe  anoh  a  deed  as  the  Freiddent  has  done  the 
subjects  of  a  king  wonld  have  chopped  off  his 
head ;  that  it  is  a  duk  and  alarmiog  usurpation. 
Well,  sir,  let  as  examine  the  fact,  and  see 
whether  at  the  time  this  act  of  removing  the 
deposits  from  one  place  to  another  was  done, 
and  which  had  b^n  done  without  complaint 
before,  by  other  officers  of  the  Government, 
any  just  parallel  oould  be  seen  between  Andrew 
Jacl^n  and  Bicliard,  or  Offlsar.  Biohard  made 
his  deep  and  startling  resolve,  because  he 
bdield  a  greater  than  himself— because  "he 
had  no  delight  to  pass  away  the  time,"  no  one 
to  back  his  suit,  but  the  plain  devil  and  dis- 
semUing  looka,"  he  intei^ed  to  be  first,  or  not 
to  be  at  alL  Bow,  it  does  appuT  to  me,  that 
if  there  were  any  about  that  time,  or  before, 
or  rinoe,  who  had  no  delight  to  pass  away  the 
timC)  who  were  tortured  by  blasted  prospects, 
and  wounded  pride,  it  was  not  Andrew  Jaok- 
son.  This  act  conld  not  confer  on  him  more 
fune  or  power.  The  whole  subject  is  ii^  the 
hands  of  Oongr^.  He  had  no  further  ambition 
to  gratify,  what  more  hod  he  to  ask  fVom  his 
fiiOTds,  his  country,  or  the  world  ?  Nothing, 
sir — nothing.  He  is  old :  he  is  the  only  soion 
of  his  stock.  The  Revolution  swept  away  all 
but  him.  "  His  life  is  in  the  yellow  leaf  "—he 
ia  worn  by  tdH  and  time— he  soon  must  go  t — 
most  take  his  place  in  the  vault  bedde  her  who 
was  the  companion  of  his  joys  and  his  sorrows. 
Kature  made  htm  great,  not  vidn ;  but  if  he 
had  been  ambitions  of  distinction,  as  far  as 
this  world's  honors  can  reward  a  patriot,  he 
had  been  rewarded.  They  talk  to  us  of  OBasar, 
and  of  Rome.  When  Ossar  won  his  battles,  he 
ocoBsed  Ow  Rabio(nif  and  marbhed  at  the  head 


of  his  Oallie  lesions  to  a  throne.  When 
Andrew  Jackson  had  won  for  himself  imperish- 
able renown,  and  completed  the  work  of  ^ory 
for  his  country,  he  disbanded  his  soldiers  and 
retired  to  his  farm.  Onsar  siud,  "  Talk  not  of 
law  to  men  who  wear  swords ;  "  he  intimidat- 
ed Metellns,  and  took  the  treasure.  Andrew 
Jackson  took  his  stand  at  the  bar  for  trial, 
sentence,  and  punishment,  in  the  midst  of  his 
victorious  soldiers,  and  in  sight  of  that  battie 
field  which  will  g^ve  immortfdity  to  the  bards 
of  future  times  who  shall  sing  of  the  achievfr- 
meut.  No  talk  of  swords : '  he  filed  his  plea, 
and  urged  that  what  had  been  done  was 
and  necessary  to  save  the  dty ;  his  defence 
was  disallowed,  and  he  submitted  without  a 
murmur.  Was  thatlike  Oosarl  The  sentence 
next — but  a  wave  of  discontent  rolled  over  the 
multitude.  The  soldiers  were  indignant  to  see 
their  general,  and  the  citizens  their  benefactor, 
punished,  for  what  they  considered  a  violation 
of  no  law,  human  or  divine.  The  judge 
faltered;  and  this  tyrant,  who  sets  himself 
above  the  laws,  raised  his  tall  form  above  the 
rest,  uid  waved  his  hand  to  the  soldiery  and 
populace,  and  with  a  calm  voice  taiA  a  dignified 
mien  said  to  the  judge,  "  Proceed  t  the  same 
arm  which  d^ended  the  city  will  defend  yon 
in  the  discharge  of  yonr  daty."  Was  this  like 
OsBearl  Torrents  m  calumny  may  sweep  deep 
and  fierce  as  ttie  current  of  that  river  on  whose 
banks  these  sentiments  were  ottered ;  bnt  th^ 
cannot  wash  sway  these  &ct8,  nor  make  a 
C»sar  of  that  man.  Ko,  sir,  he  has  never  set 
himself  above  the  laws  of  his  country;  and 
more,  he  has  taught  other  gentiemen  that  no 
such  thing  can  be  done  while  he  lives  and  holds 
the  reins  of  government 

I  have  said,  at  the  time  the  deposits  were 
removed,  Andrew  Jackson  had  no  temptation 
to  nson>  power,  no  motive  to  ambition.  Had 
he  I  He  was  taken  from  his  fbrm  by  the  call 
of  his  fellow-citizens;  placed  by  uie  spon- 
taneons  safikvges  of  a  free  people  in  the  most 
exalted  staticm  on  tiie  eartii;  ana,  nnllke  Cnsar 
when  he  marched  to  Rome,  he  spread  no 
dismay,  dispersed  no  Senate ;  but  the  plain  old 
man  was  hailed  everywhere  as  a  friend  to  his 
country.  When  he  had  served  his  first  term  ss 
Chief  Hafpstrate,  he  offered  to  surrender  up  the 
"  gorgeous  palace"  for  his  Hermitage :  but  the 
nation's  voice  agiun  was  heard;  his  oount27 
said,  if  he  could  do  without  hw,  she  could  not 
do  without  him.  Yes,  sir,  he  had  trod  the 
paths  of  glory  which  Washington  had  trod 
before  him.  The  historian  had  but  to  complete 
his  office,  and  his  name  waa  immOTtal;  the 
sculptor  to  perf(»m  his  task,  and  he  stood 
beside  the  rather  of  his  country,  with  that 
finger  which  penned  the  Declaration  of  Indfr- 
pendenoe  pointing  him  out  aa  the  noblest 
Boman  of  his  day.  And,  nr,  this  is  the  man, 
under  these  circumstances,  agfdnst  whom  all 
these  abfUOts  are  hurled  I  Yes,  sir,  even  the 
kitohen  knife  of  Eentaoky,  which  has  been  oast 
aside  finr  yean,  it  hunted  up  and  thrown,  into 
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Una  Boose,  full  of  rost  and  gaps,  to  be  sawed 
aorosa  the  bosom  of  a  patriot.  I  do  not  com- 
plain that  he  is  fonnd  on  the  M»  of  this 
moneyed  corporation ;  it  vaa  to  be  expected. 
Ererj  man  m  this  oomitiT  has  a  r&ht  to 
Torwlp  according  to  the  mctates  of  his  own 
bosom.  These  attacks  on  Andrew  Jackson 
-will  not  oaUiTe  the  present  age.  They  will 
perish  with  those  who  make  them ;  and  those, 
sir,  who  fill  joax  place  and  mine—^tore 
generations — when  they  walk  beneath  these 
arches,  and  amongst  these  colonms,  will  gaze 
on  his  manly  features  speaking  in  uie  marble, 
when  his  revilera  will  have  mingled  with  Uie 
commonest  eutb. 

yix.  WiBS  siud :  Kr.  Speaker,  I  am,  "  iniiu 
tt  in  eateJ*  a  Virginiaii.  Whenever  I  see  the 
"wMte  plume"  of  the  Old  Dominion  nodding 
in  the  **  thick  array  of  the  thronged  battle,"  1, 
for  one,  will  always  rally  around  iL  I  am 
sorry,  ur,  that  I  do  not  see  my  honorable 
oolle^:n&  (Mr.  Asohsb,)  who  raised  the  rally- 
ing word,  in  hb  seat  I  intended  to  con- 
gratulate him,  Hr.  Speaker,  upon  at  last  passing 
beyond  the  blue  flame  circle  of  the  magician. 
Sir,  I  never  was  under  the  spell  of  the  enchant- 
er, and  I  intended  to  bring  to  his  recollection 
what  he  must  have  forgotten — politicians  be- 
witched never  remember  to-day  what  happened 
to  them  yesterday — the  scenes  which  occurred 
not  many  j(ua  ago  in  a  certain  ccmvention,  in 
a  certain  dty  not  cme  hundred  miles  from  this 
place.  I  am  sure  that  two  other  colleagues, 
one  oi  whom  I  have  in  my  eye,  ^r.  Mason,) 
know  what  I  allude  to.  At  a  meeUngof  Uie 
delegation,  to  which  my  honorable  colleaffue 
and  myself  belonged,  in  the  Athennum  of  Uiat 
city,  a  resolution  was  introduced  to  "  concur 
in"  and  "  approve  of"  the  nomination  of  a  oer- 
tun  magician  to  a  certain  high  office  in  the 
Goremmeut.  I  then  and  there.  If  r.  Speaker, 
was  rallying  around  a  man  of  Virginia,  and 
supported  an  amendment  to  the  resolution, 
striking  out  the  words  "  approve  of,"  and  for 
the  first  time  in  my  life  made  a  speech  to  a 
body  of  poUtidans  against  all  maA^dans  and 
Kew  York  tocticiaDS.  Sir,  I  was  bnt  a  mere 
novice,  as  I  am  now,  in  pcuiticol  matters}  bat 
my  honorable  colleague  QSr.  Abosbb)  was 
there,  who  had  more  experience,  and  he  re- 
usted  the  unendment  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  improve  of,"  and  scouted  the  idea  of  magical 
influences  and  New  York  management  as  the 
mere  imaginings  of  one  not  initiated.  I 
thought,  though,  that  I  foresaw  then  what  I 
know  I  see  now ;  and  I  am  truly  happy  that  my 
honorable  colleague  has  awaken^  from  his 
trance — that  the  charm  is  broken,  and  he  is 
once  more  free.  But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  cannot 
say  that  he  has  *'  bursted  the  burning  wytbes" 
us  with  "  the  vigorous  limbs  of  the  yet  unshorn 
yaaarite."  His  limbs  seem  rather  cramped 
nnoe  he  was  ^U-bound.  But  to  the  subject 
Bhr,  I  have  not  yet  realized  the  solemn  fact  that 
"we  are  in  the  midst  of  a  revolution; "  bat 
there  are  some  serious  troflu  of  wUoh  I  am 
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admonished.  lightly  to  tamper  with  the 
public  £uUi,  the  public  credit,  and  the  currai^y 
of  any  country,  u  to  deatn^  public  conflduiott 
in  the  Qovemment,  and  to  excite  faarftal  and 
alarming  internal  convulsiona,  if  not  a  rev^U' 
tionary  strugj^e.  And  knowinj^ly  and  wilftal- 
ly,  or  tamely  and  supinely,  or  ignorantly  and 
oorrupUy,  to  permit  any  colossal  power  what- 
ever, especially  tiiat  of  a  moneyed  corporation, 
to  outgrow  the  State  itself  bestride  tiie 
m^esty  of  the  people,  and  overawe  thdr 
representatives,  is  basely  and  ignominiously  at 
once  to  surrender  the  liberties  of  the  country 
l^eyond  the  hope  of  a  revolution!  On  this 
question,  Uien,  we  are  truly  between  Scylla  and 
Oharyb^ 

For  my  part,  I  am  now  ready  to  give  my 
decusion  on  all  the  issues  Josned  between  the 
Secretary  and  the  bank. 

Hie  legislative  braucb  of  this  Goremment 
has,  by  special  act^  chartered  this  corporation ; 
whether  constitutionally,  or  not,  is  not  now 
the  question.  It. has  been  recognized  by  the 
General  Govemmrait  in  all  its  forma,  by  the 
States  and  the  State  tribunals ;  and  it  has  been 
tolerated  by  the  people.  If  it  does  not  exist 
"dfl  jure,"  it  does  "<J«  facto."  Eights  have 
become  vested  by  its  churter,  and  the  bank  has 
for  a  long  time  enjoyed  its  corporate  privileges, 
and  realized  its  profits  under  a  contract  mode 
by  law.  Its  credit  is  pledged  to  the  perform- 
ance of  that  contract,  and  I  Lrae  bold  myself 
bound  to  mainbdn  the  plighted  faith  of  tho 
Government  I  am  fOT  the  restoration  of  the 
deporits;  but  with  the  first  position  assumed 
by  the  bank  and  its  friends  here,  I  diffor. 
It  is  contended  that  the  question  now  before  us 
is  't  coram  non  judics  j  "  that  the  case  isnoc 
properly  brought  up;  that  it  has  been  sent 
here  by  the  Preudent,  and  not  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  according  to  law.  Sir,  as 
gontiemen  will  perversely  discuss  this  matter 
as  before  a  judicial  tribunal,  look  to  the  record. 
The  first  paper  is  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  annoan<nng  to  Congress 
the  &et  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
removed  the  deposits,  and  that  he  {tho 
Secretary)  woold  lay  before  Congress  the 
reasons  for  so  doing.  The  next  paper  is  the 
letter  of  the  Secretary  himself,  who  states  the 
same  fact,  and  who  certifies  the  record  under 
his  own  hand,  the  identity  and  genuinenesa 
oi  which  is  not  denied.  29ow,  dr.  from  what 
paper  or  document  in  this  House,  belonging  to 
this  body,  upon  which  we  can  legitimately 
act — from  what  authentic  record  do  we  know, 
in  our  official  capacity,  that  the  Pre^dent,  and 
not  the  Secretary,  has  removed  the  deposits, 
and  that  the  reascms  for  the  removal  are  the 
reasons  of  the  Freddent,  and  not  of  the  Beart>- 
tary  ?  From  rumor,  from  gossip,  from  news- 
papers !  Bat  we  are  UAi  that  the  Freddent 
himself  has  promulgated  his  will  in  a  oaUnet 
p^MT,  diowmg  the  measure  to  have  been  his 
own,  and  that  lie  "  assamed  the  rei^ondUlity." 
are  we  to  act  as  diitBiimaii  here^  or  as  mera 
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poIiticiaoB  ?  Are  we  to  be  governed  as  legisla- 
tors in  this  hail,  or  as  demagognea  of  a  bar- 
room f  I  repeat,  air,  how  doea  Congress  get 
at  that  pwerf  By  trarellinff  ont  of  the  record. 
And  gentlemen  have  totalfy  foi^gotten  their ' 
first  position  nptm  the  reference  of  this  snbject, 
that  we  are  acting  derivatiTelj,  and  not 
ori^nallj — upon  a  review  of  proceedings — 
moa  hiU  and  answer  alone;  and  that  we 
ahoald  not  look  bo  far  out  of  the  record  ns  to 
ascertain  any  new  facts  pertaining  to  the 
nerits  even  of  the  case.  Sir,  that  paper  ia 
totally  dehors  the  record  npon  which  we  are 
to  act;  and  we  have  no  more  to  do  with  it, 
in  the  decision  of  this  qnestion,  than  with  the 
President's  private  accounts,  until  he  makes  it 
an  ofBoial  communication  to  Congress.  But, 
away  with  this  contracted  lawyer-like  view  of 
the  niljeet  1 

Sir,  we  are  legislators — ^the  popular  branch 
of  tiie  Le|giBlature — ^the  peculiar  guardians  of 
the  liberties  of  the  people ;  not  tied  down  by 
the  farce  and  mockery  of  forensic  forms  or 
legal  technicalities.  We  are  lawgivers;  and 
God  forbid  that  tiie  representatives  of  this 
people  should  not  in  any  way — tiirough  spies 
even — ferret  out  misrule,  corruption,  abuse 
of  power,  tyranny,  and  oppression,  whenever 
there  is  the  least  reason  to  suspect  that  they 
lurk  in  secret  places,  or  exist  even  in  forms. 
When  their  fetid  breath  taints  the  atmosphere 
of  this  country,  our  sensM  shonld  be  keen  to 
muff  it  in  the  breeze,  as  well  as  hear  of  it  in 
whispers.  Ay,  in  these  day^  bdlere  the  winds 
Booner  than  we  preaa,  whum  has  oeaaed  to  be 
a  fldthAil  B^tinel.  Believe  any  soaroe  of  in- 
telligence, wlu<^  by  possibili^  even  speaks 
truly  of  oppression  or  usurpation.  Let  the 
cabinet  paper,  then,  be  read,  if  gentlemen 
please,  at  the  Clerk's  table.  Will  that  satasfy 
them  ?  Jt  ought  not  In  order  to  carry  out 
their  unsparing,  uncompromising  mode  of 
opposition,  they  ought,  and  should,  upon  their 
principle  assumed,  go  farther.  Sir,  it  has  been 
said  in  the  newspapers,  and  boldly  said  but  the 
other  day  in  this  building,  that  *'  there  is 
a  power  behind  the  throne  greater  than  the 
throne  itself; "  that  there  is  a  kitchen— Eln- 
derhook  oaUnet — whieh  oaraed  the  Praddent, 
their  "  pliant  tool,"  who  caused  the  Secretary, 
his  "pliant  too!,"  to  remove  the  deports. 
Why,  then,  do  gentlemen  not  go  down  to  the 
UtdieDj  among  the  scollions  and  Bcavengcrs, 
to  the  first  cause  of  the  removal }  Good  God  I 
sir,  is  not  this  disgraceful  1  Did  ever  a  Oon- 
aress  before  so  compromit  its  dignity  of 
thought  and  action?  He  may  feel  honored 
by  a  seat  here  who  la  a  friend  of  this  pro- 
ceeding ;  bnt,  if  thu  is  to  be  the  rule  of  action 
here,  I  will  not  be  besmeared,  Hr.  Speaker,  by 
a  Beat  in  this  House.  When  was  this  House 
clothed  witii  anthoritT'  to  inquire  into  and 
oenanre,  except  by  Impeachment  the  conduct 
and  motives  of  uie  £xecnUv6,  m  appointing 
and  removing  the  members  m  his  wbinet  i 
Without  eviaenoe  or  a  right  to  endenoe^  thai, 


sir,  on  this  point,  at  this  time,  we  might  as  well 
attribute  the  removal  of  the  deposits  to  the 
removal  of  Mr.  Samnel  D.  Inghnn,  as  to  the 
removal  of  Hr.  W.  J.  Dnane ;  for,  if  the  former 
had  never  beat  removed,  l^e  latter  had  never 
been  appointed.  Sir,  I  thns  lay  adde  this 
topic,  which  was  inqiroperly  and  unnecessarily 
(except  for  mere  puty  purposes)  introdnced 
into  tnis  discussion,  as  unworthy  the  dignified 
conuderation  of  any  l^slative  body. 

But  gentlemen  tell  us,  and  the  bank  tella  us, 
that  the  Treasury  Department  is  not  an  execu- 
tive department  Sir,  this  is  the  proposition 
which  I  rise  chiefiy  to  debate.  To  prove  this 
proposition,  gentlonen  rely  mainly  on  the  read- 
ing of  die  act  itself  to  estabUsh  the  "  Treasury 
Department,"  as  contradistinguished  from  the 
Executive  Department  of  Wait  ^  the  Kai^, 
and  of  State.  Now,  sir,  let  as  beware  of  we 
confbmon  of  ideas  which  is  eanly  batten  by 
tbifl  word  "  de^rtment" 

The  powers  of  onr  Government  are  divided 
into  legislative,  ezecatiTc^  and  judicial.  In 
common  parlfmoe,  we  say  our  Government  is 
divided  into  three  departments;  but  the  con- 
stitution does  not  name  either  branch  of  our 
Government  a  department.  It  divides,  bow- 
ever,  the  executive  branch,  and  the  executive 
branch  alone,  into  departments.  When  the 
Congress  of  1789  used  the  term  "  department," 
Uien,  in  the  law,  did  they  use  it  in  the  common 
parlance,  or  in  the  constitnUonal  sense  t  Oer- 
tunly  not  in  the  oommon  parlance  Bense,  for 
that  would  have  been  in  violation  of  the  con- 
stitution— "to  establish  the  Treasury  depart- 
ment" a  fourth  department  of  the  Govemmmt, 
co-ordinate  with  the  other  three,  legislative, 
executive,  and  jndiciaL  They  must  have  used 
the  term  as  legislators,  in  its  constitutional 
sense,  to  mean  ^e  "  Treasury  Department"  of 
the  executive  branch  of  the  Government. 

Then,  by  the  use  of  this  very  word  "  depart- 
ment," the  Congress  of  1789  must  have  meant, 
ex  vi  termini,  to  describe  tecbdoally  a  part 
the  executive  power. 

But,  Hr.  Speaker,  we  an  not  without  light 
on  the  oonstmctiou  of  this  law  of  1789  to 
estaUiah '  a  Treasnry  Department.  The  oon- 
temporaneonB  ezpontion  of  the  law,  as  cited 
in  Lloyd's  Debates,  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  conclusively  explains  all  the  diffi- 
culty on  this  point  I  will  not  detain  the 
House  lon^  than  to  call  ita  attention  to  the 
fact,  that,  in  the  very  last  stage  of  the  discus- 
sion of  this  question  of  responsibility  to  the 
President  by  the  Treasury  Department,  Mr. 
Madison  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Con- 
gress of  1789  the  anomalous  character  of  the 
officer  named  a  Comptroller  in  the  act.  Bis 
duties  were  at  first  considered  douhtftal  by 
Mr.  Hadisoi,  who  snlmiitted  whether  he  had 
not  Jocticial  fhnctiona  vested  in  him  by  the  law. 
He  contended  that,  if  bo,  this  offioer  of  thia 
department  shonld  not  be  responsible  to  the 
Exeuctive,  in  whom  nojndieial  power  was  vested 
by  the  constitution.  But  hia  aoggaations  wtea 
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withdrawn ;  and  even  the  Comptroller,  whoa© 
daties  have  lately,  too,  beat  qnestioned,  was 
left,  as  all  other  officers  of  his  departmoit 
were  left,  responsible  to  the  Exeentire.  And 
then,  too,  Mr.  Madison  combated  Uiis  horrible 
idea  of  oombining  the  sword  and  the  parse, 
which  19  now  so  mnch  hai^ed.npon  as  a  new 
idea  of  new-light  politioians.  Sir,  I  have 
always  noticed  uist  when  any  great  disooTery 
has  been  made  by  modem  politicians  about 
oar  civil  polity,  it  coald  easily  be  traced  to  the 
great  masters  who  founded  oar  system  of 
Koremment.  This  bright  idea  was  perfectly 
wniliar  to  them  in  discnsdon,  and  exploded  by 
their  decision.  Mr.  Madison  ridicol^  the  ob- 
jection. Why  draw  these  diatinotioos  in  words, 
between  tiie  purse  and  the  sword,  when  no 
separation  of  them  in  &ct  oan  posnUy  exist? 
If  the  time  shonld  ever  come  when  despots  are 
to  reign,  make  your  Treasnrer  independent  of 
Cffisar,  and  give  him  notiiing  but  a  key  and 
iron  chest  to  defend  the  public  moneys,  and 
you  woold  see,  sure  enongh,  how  soon  be 
would  share  tbe  fate  of  Metdlua.  The  idea  is 
ridicnloos,  that  yon  shonld  give  only  a  key  to 
one  officer  to  protect  the  treasury  from  another 
officer  to  whom  you  have  given  the  sword. 
Shall  we  give  the  Treasurer  a  sword,  too — a 
body  gnard,  a  money  goard,  at  his  sole  com- 
mand I  Then  he  may  become  the  tyrant,  for 
be  has  both  sword  and  purse  I  Thus  did 
lfon4>elier*8  sage  ridicule  this  mode  of  pro- 
tecting civil  liberty  and  the  public  treasore; 
at  a  lime,  too,  when  be  was  not  "in  the 
decrepitude  of  his  fjacoltiea."  HeaTons  t  if  the 
renerable  form  of  that  great  man  could  now 
rise  on  this  floor,  there  are  those  who,  by 
their  vehemence  alone,  are  called  the  lions  of 
this  House,  woold  shrink  before  the  gaze  of 
his  "lack-lustre  eye,"  and  dwindle  into  pig- 
mies before  the  giant  strength  of  his  faculties, 
even  in  their  decrepitude.  Party  violence 
would  be  hnmbled  before  the  dignity  of  his 
mien;  dogmatism  and  bold  assertion  would 
falter  before  his  knowledge ;  declamation  would 
hnsh  in  the  [oeflenoe  of  wisdom  and  phi- 
losophy ;  truth  would  shine  forth  brightly  from 
the  Btill  burning  fires  ai  his  intellect ;  lawless 
ambition  would  cower  before  virtuous  patriot- 
ism ;  and  nullification — poor  nullification,  trem- 
bling under  the  cloak  of  his  name — would 
flee  away,  stripped  naked  and  exposed  by 
the  great  author  and  finisher  of  the  fiutb  of 
Btate  rights,  and  the  greatest  benefiuitor  (tf 
the  CO  on  try  in  the  cause  of  ixmstitational  free- 
dom. J 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  It  is  not  statesman-like, 
and  it  is  altogether  fallacioos,  to  atgne  this 
point  from  the  law ;  it  shquld  be  argued  from 
the  oonstitutiou.  And  I  lay  down  tiiis  broad 
jvopoiition,  that  we  must  asoertun  the  dosorip- 
ttCHi  of  the  re^nsibility  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  of  every  other  officer,  fh)m  the 
nature  of  the  duties  which  he  has  to  perform. 
Has  he  judicial  functions  t  No.  Has  ne  le^a- 
htiTepowexsl  Ho.  HebaamweljtoezeiHite 
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the  law  pertaining  to  his  office.  To  which 
branch  of  the  Government,  then,  does  ha 
belong!  All  l^isUtive  power  Is  vested  in 
Congress.  The  Judicial  power  of  fhe  United 
States  is  vested  in  "  one  Supreme  Court,  uod 
in  snob  inferior  courts  as  Congress  may,  ttom 
time  to  time,  ordain  and  establish."  ^d  tibe 
executive  power  is  vested  in  a  President 
the  United  States  of  America.  If  he  is,  then, 
merely  an  officer  to  execute  law,  is  it  not  clear 
that  he  must  be,  no  matter  what  the  law  may 
say,  an  execative  officer  I  We  are  told  not, 
by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr. 
BiKKXT.)  He  says  that  it  does  not  necessarily 
follow  tiiat  an  officer  merely  to  execute  law 
must  be  an  ekecntive  officer;  that  there  are 
three  departments  of  tiie  Government,  but 
there  are  executive  acta  to  be  performed  under 
the  control  of  each  department,  lenslative, 
executive,  and  Judidal.  Sir,  I  admit  his  prop- 
osition, and  put  it  to  his  oandor  to  say,  whether 
such  executive  acta,  to  be  poformed  under  the 
control  of  the  legislative  and  judicial  depart- 
ments, are  not  exceptions  made  by  the  con- 
stitution itself.  The  clerks  of  this  House  and 
pf  the  Senate,  and  their  other  officers,  for 
instance,  have  executive  acts  to  perform ;  bnt 
does  not  theoonstituti<ni  expressly  provide  that 
each  Honae  shall  choose  its  own  officers  f  The 
clerks  of  the  United  States  courts  have  execu- 
tive acts  to  perform ;  bnt  does  not  the  ooor 
stitution  expresdy  provide  that  "Oongresa 
may,  by  law,  vest  the  appointment  of  soeh 
inferior  officers  as  they  tnink  proper  in  the 
President  alone,  in  the  courts  of  law,  or  in  the 
heads  of  departments  t "  All  the  officers  men- 
tioned by  the  gentleman,  who  have  executive 
acts  to  perform  independent  of  the  Executive, 
are  created  by  the  constitution  itself  inde- 
pendent of  the  Executive ;  and  I  put  it  to  the 
Judgment  of  this  House,  though  1  am  conscious 
of  contending  agunst  mighty  odds,  whether 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  either  an 
officer  of  thia  House  or  of  uie  Senate;  or, 
whether  he  "is  such  an  inferior  officer,"  as 
those  within  the  purview  of  fhe  oonstitntion? 
If  so,  why  was  his  appointment  not  vested,  by 
law,  in  the  President  akme,  in  the  oonrts  ta 
law,  or  in  the  heads  of  departments!  He  ii 
himiself  the  head  of  a  departmwt:  not  (rif 
an  executive  department,  says  the  gentleman. 
I  defy  him  to  point  out  to  me  any  other 
than  exeotttive  departmenta  named  in  the  oaa- 
stitution. 

The  true  question  here  is,  then,  not  whetiier 
the  law  has  made  the  Treasnry  Department  Inde- 
pendent of  the  Executive,  bnt  whetlier  the  law 
could,  if  it  so  intended,  make  it  indepoodent 
of  the  Executive!  Sir,  the  rule  is  as  it  was 
laid  down  in  the  debate  of  17S9 :  "  that  eveir 
power  recognized  by  the  oonatituti(m  must 
remain  where  it  was  placed  by  that  instra- 
ment"  A  late  case  decided  by  Judge  Marshall 
confirms  this  rale.  I  mean  the  case  ezparU 
Bandolph. 

[Hare  the  extract  wis  read.] 

Digitized  by  Google 


Ranocal  qf  the  DepotiU. 


434 


ABBIDGHENT  OF  THB 


XL  or  R.] 

And  thffl  oue  is  not  in  the  least  impagned 
by  that  of  Marbury  and  Hadison.   Tliere  the 

SQestion  was  not  made  whether  the  bead  of 
He  department  was  not  responsible  tu  the 
Prasident ;  bat  the  proposition  was  rightfall7 
Bostained  that,  where  a  particnlar  uutj  is 
^>eda]]y  vested  hy  law  in  an  officer,  he  is  not 
only  responsible  to  his  superior  officers,  bnt 
also  to  the  individnals  and  the  public  at  large, 
for  whom  the  duties  are  to  be  performed. 
And  these,  and  all  the  authorities  combined, 
prove  that  every  ofiScer  created  by  law  to 
execute  laws  is,  "  iapo  faeto^"  made  responsible 
to  tiie  exeondve  branch  of  the  Government, 
whether  the  law  intends  bo  or  not,  except  in 
thoB6  eases  where  -the  eonstitntion  itself  has 
made  him  oUierwise  responnUe.  The  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  comes  not  within  the 
exception. 

And,  further,  the  moment  yon  create  an 
officer  to  execute  law  the  head  of  a  departs 
ment,  the  constitution  not  only  makes  that 
officer  responsible  to  the  President,  but  it 
authorizes  the  President  directly  to  interfere 
wiUi  his  opinions,  by  calling  for  them  "in 
writing,  upon  any  subject  pertfuning  to  the 
dn^  of  hiB  office."  And  now  this  clause  in 
the  0(»t8titntion  oould  have  been  relied  upon 
by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  to  convict 
the  Prudent  of  a  nsorpation  of  power,  I  can- 
not imagine.  Sir,  in  the  debate  of  1789,  on 
the  m^^ization  of  this  very  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, these  officers  are  called  "  the  eyes  and 
arms  of  the  Executive."  And  the  constitntion 
not  only  makes  them  responsible  to  the  Pres- 
ident, bnt  mf^es  the  Prendent  responsible  to 
Congress  and  the  people,  by  requiring  that  '*  he 
ahall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  exe- 
cuted ;  "  not  merely  to  take  care  that  the  laws 
"  overcome  reaistance,"  as  has  elsewhere  been 
sud,  and  as  this  President  has  pretty  effeotnally 
done  of  late,  bnt  as  our  "  overaeer'* — southern 

Sintlemen  xmdentaud  me — as  our  "  overseer," 
r.  SpedufT,  to  make  the  pnUio  aervants  ander 
his  superintendence  diligent  and  fiiithfU ;  to 
take  care  that  the  people's  business  is  done, 
and  done  well,  as  the  law  requires.  And 
whether  the  President  has  done  his  duty  in 
this  instuioe,  or  has  done  more  than  his  duty, 
tn  exeri»sing  his  powers  arbitrarily  and  oppres- 
sively, are  not  proper  incjuiries  now,  bnt  for  an 
impeachment ;  upon  which  I  shall  express  no 
opinion  until  his  sworn  enemies  in  this  House 
and  out  of  it  shall  have  made  true  their  pro- 
fessions of  belief,  by  originating  and  prefer- 
ring the  charges,  heavy  and  heinous,  of  which 
th^  have  told  us  he  is  guUty. 

Tet,  for  the  exerdse  of  this  superintending 
power  over  the  execution  of  the  laws,  the 
President  has  been  deuonnoed  as  a  Cssar — a 
Cromwell — a  llberius ;  and  it  has  been  said  on 
tiiis  floor  "  that  no  King  of  England  or  France 
oould  do  this  without  encountering  a  peril, 
which  no  President  in  these  days  caa  encoun-, 
ter^-the  loss  of  hia  head,  for  Uie  exercise  of 
arbitrary  and  despotto  power."  What^  idr  I  la 


it  true  that  the  people,  too,  are  so  base  in  bonds, 
so  degenerate  and  corrupt  that  they  already 
will  tolerate  in  their  President  what  the 
vassals,  villains,  or  seris  of  Europe  will  not 
tolerate  in  kings  and  autocrats?  Sir,  this 
calls  rather  for  a  vindication  of  the  people  than 
of  the  President.  BaMl  Hall,  or  Mrs.  TroUope, 
has  never  so  attacked  this  country,  its  people, 
or  its  institutions.  The  gentieman  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  MoBdtfib)  has  told  us  that  the 
great  question  now  is,  "Who  shall  fill  the 
throne  )  "  Ay,  therein  is  the  solution.  If  the 
people  had  not  been  such  a  "stiff-necked 
people; "  if  they  had  not  been  such  self-willed 
sovereigns;  if  another  could  have  been  king; 
gentiemeu,  perhaps,  would  have  been  better 
pleased,  and  the  people  would  not  be  so 
much  abused.  Nothing  bnt  "Cffisars"  and 
*'  thrones,"  despots,  tyrants,  and  tyrants'  slaves, 
seems  to  please  the  fancy  of  gentlemen.  Men 
are  apt  to  speak  most  of  the  tibings  they  think. 
A  throne  in  this  country  I  Where  ?  Sceptres 
and  thrones  have  crumbled  before  the  white- 
headed  old  man  whom  we  call  President ;  the 
late  dreams  of  "  stars"  and  garters  have  been 
dispelled  by  him;  and  I  believe,  sir,  that  a 
"  throne  "  has  not  yet  been  erected  in  the  South 
G!  Cesar  has  not  yet  passed  the  Rnbiccsi. 
I  disll  widt  for  the  warning  of  Cato,  not  of 
CassiuB.  America's  Oato,  James  Uaduon,  has 
not  yet  been  alarmed  by  the  approach  (rf 
Oeesar,  and  I  can  trust  to  the  people  to  repd 
liim.  But  Cato  has  been  alarmed,  of  late,  to 
be  sure,  in  the  timidity  of  his  old  age,  by 
danger  from  another  quarter — by  those  who 
woidd  fill  Ctesar's  throne,  (such  a  one  as  it  is, 
or  might  be,)  at  the  risk  of  the  republic.  Sir, 
I  suspect  him  much,  and  immediately,  who 
deliberately  sets  about  lessening  the  authority 
of  the  old  aposties  of  our  liberty.  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
am  sick  of  the  press,  which  on  one  side,  now-a^ 
days,  Invariably  cries  *'8ll  la  well,"  and  on  the 
other  ride  iuTariably  cries  "wolf,  wolf;" 
which  never  speaks  of  abuses  where  it  has  the 
means  <rf  knowing  abuses,  and  never  rebukes 
oppression,  bnt  in  the  suspidons  tones  of 
faction.  But  there  are  certain  patriots — 
patriots  to  the  core — who  verily  are  patriots, 
with  whom  patriotism  will  die — who  sound 
the  alarm  of  despotism,  who  decry  tyrants  and 
those  in  power,  not  to  put  the  people  on 
guard,  to  make  them  watchfhl  of  the  fires,  but 
merely  because  they  would  be  those  very  powers 
that  be;  or  have  been,  and  have  been  "re- 
formed." Sir,  there  are  '*  outa  "  who  would  be 
'^ias,"  and  there  are  *'outs"  who  have  been 
"iQs;"andnow  there  is  a  definitive  treaty  of 
alliance  between  the  two  classes  of  "  outs."  I 
beg  leave,  rir,  through  this  House,  to  call  tiie  at- 
tention of  the  people  to  a  riognlar  fact  and  a  sin- 
gular change  of  scene.  A  goodly  portion  of 
their  '*  legi^ative  department"  now,  is  composed 
of  what  used  to  be  their  "  executive  depart- 
ment" formerly :  those  who  used  to  hail  from 
the  white  house,"  now  hail  firom  this  boose 
here  upon  the  hill,  called  a  "  ea{acoI ; "  and  ez- 
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Secretaries  and  Vice  Presidents  have  become  in- 
Btalled  l^islators.  No  wonder,  then,  that  they 
DOT  contend  that  "exeontive  offices,"  yrhiak 
tued  to  be^  and  always  have  been  considered 
to  be,  ezecnUre  offices,  are  now  "  l^^Iative " 
offices  I  No  wonder,  rir,  that  the  legislative 
department  shonld  be  so  patriotic  now,  and  that 
it  abonld  so  bitterly  denonnce  the  ezecntire 
department,  as  tyrannical,  and  nnwortby  of  oon- 
fidence.  Sir,  the  thing  is  as  plain  as  the  white 
house  and  the  capitol  house.  How  long,  oh  ye 
people,  will  ye  heed  such  presses  and  such  pa- 
triots i  "When  the  people  become  too  often  dis- 
appointed and  doped,  and  made  supine  by  the  cry 
of  "wolf  I  wolf!  when  there  is  no  wolf,"  then, 
sir,  and  then  probably,  too,  will  despotism 
make  an  easy  prey  of  t^eir  liberties.  How 
cantlona  shoola  true  patriots  be,  then,  in 
raising  a  clamor  against  tyrants,  where  tiiere 
are  no  tyrants,  and  alarm  against  slavery,  where 
there  are  no  Blaves.  Mr.  Speaker,  if  the  pnbHo 
mind  can  be  fiuniliarized  with  iHaaa  of  royalty, 
and  royalty  itself  made  less  hideons,  like  vice, 
by  familiar  acqnaintance  with  it,  nothing  can 
tend  more  to  sednce  the  one  by  the  intro- 
dnoCion  of  the  other,  than  for  the  ^at  and 
leading  statesmen  of  the  nation  habitually,  in 
legislative  assemblies,  wantonly  to  denounce 
the  President  as  a  king,  his  chair  of  state  as  a 
throne,  and  the  snbordinate  public  servants  as 
tyrants*  slaTes— than  for  them  who  shonld  be 
above  hireling  editors*  work,  mwely  for  denmi- 
oiatioo*B  sake,  to  name  him  a  tyrant  and  despot 
whose  pre-eminent  pnbUo  services,  and  patriot- 
ism and  virtues,  have  exalted  him  to  high 
station,  more  to  serve  than  be  served — ^more  to 
be  tried  tiian  flattered.  Sir,  if  this  be  king, 
and  this  a  throne,  and  these  be  slaves,  may 
not  some  begin  to  think  that  a  king,  a  throne, 
and  slaves  are  not  quite  so  odious;  and,  in 
fact,  not  the  despicable  things  they  were  once 
thought  to  be  in  tine  country?  But  the 
people  are  sound ;  it  is  the  politicians  who  are 
corrupt;  and  they  are  too  wise  and  virtuous 
not  to  understand  snch  violence  of  invective 
•od  such  recklessness  of  oppceition  to  public 
men  whom  they  have  elected  in  preference  to 
those  who  inv^gh  ^igtdnst  thenif  to  do  their 
business  and  saperintend  and  proteot  th^r  in- 
terests. How  can  toy  soimd  stateanan  believe 
hims^  when  telling  us  of  thrones,  and  prin- 
cipalities, and  powers,  when  at  the  very 
moment,  itutead  of  acting,  he  is  debating,  or 
instead  of  debating,  he  is  declaiming  t — when, 
instead  of  exduming  for  the  state,  for  the  law, 
the  constitution,  the  liberties  of  the  country — 
"  rise  1  fotbers,  rise  I  'tis  Rome  demands  your 
help  t  " — he  ppeaks  rather  more  insignificantly 
of  his  |>etty  self  and  of  his  petulant  pfuly,  of 
their  disappointment  and  immolation  I — when, 
instead  of  apcAkii^  the  snUime  langnage  of 
patriotism  aronsed  and  bnrstinK  with  over- 
whelming indignation  at  an  attack  npon  public 
liberty,  he  dwindles  into  the  puling  strain  of 
electioneering  complaint,  becwise  some  slimf 
reptile  has  "  wavled  "  into  bis  plaoe  of  power 


or  because  he  has  served  a  party  but  too  well, 
and  has  at  last  become  the  victim  of  a  party 
leader! — whose  very  tone  of  invective  is  less, 
like  the  sound  of  aversion  to  a  throne  itself 
than  of  reproach  to  the  mere  man  who  happens 
to  fiU  a  post  once,  and  now,  sought  after 
another  ?  The  people  will  inquire,  if  there  m 
a  CsBsar,  why  this  good  patriot  is  not  a  Brotas  V 
— whether,  in  fact,  he  is  not  a  better  partisan 
than  patriot! — whether  he  is  not  himself  a 
disappointed  aspirant  after  Oiesar's  throne,  and 
whether  his  hatred  of  Onsar  is,  in  fact,  hatred 
of  a  tyrant  ?  Mr.  Speaker,  in  a  certain  "  car- 
buncle and  king's  evil "  speech,  I  have  heard 
a  prayer  put  up  of  late.  Not  the  prayer  of 
tiie  publican — "  God  be  merdfbl  to  me  a 
sinner  I  " — ^bnt  the  prayer  of  a  politt<»an,  to 
"  drive  the  Goths  from  the  capitol  I  "  It  if 
highly  probably,  indeed,  nr,  that  Gotbs,  w  the 
descendants  <a  Goths,  may  now  be  in  posses- 
sion of  the  ct^itol ;  for  that  people,  originally 
from  Sweden  and  Norway,  spread  themselves 
very  widely,  and,  as  we  are  told  in  history, 
formed  part  of  the  population  of  several  nations 
of  Europe.  In  England,  oar  mother  country, 
the  Celtic  population  was  succeeded  by  the 
Gothic,  and  about,  two'tbirds  of  England  was 
po8s«»ed  by  the  Belgio  Goths.   After  many 

:  migrations  nnder  Odin,  one  of  their  kings, 
descended  from  the  "  Anuses,"  thur  demi-gods. 
they  formed,  in  the  inaocesnble  retreats  of 
freedom,  a  people  and  religion,  which  should 
chastise  the  oppressors  <k  mankind.  They 
were  hospitable,  and  derived  Uieir  name  from 
being  eminently  good  to  strangers.  They 
enootirai^  philosophy,  and  made  kings  of 

:  sages.  They  invaded  Greece,  and,  though  they 
burnt  the  temple  of  Diana  at  Ephesus,  yet  they 
spared  the  libraries  of  Athens;  and,  though 
they  sacrilegiously  trampled  o^er  the  bones 
of  heroes  from  ThermopylsB  to  Sparta,  yet  their 
leader,  Alaric,  had  embraced  the  Christian 
faith,  which  taught  him  to  despise  the  imag- 
inary deities  of  Home  and  Athens.  In  410, 
August  24tb,  '*  at  the  hour  of  midnight,  the 
Salorian  gate  was  i^ently  opened,  and  the  city 
was  awakened  by  the  tremendous  sound  of  the 
Gothic  tnmipet  I  And  1168-  years  ab  vrbe  eon- 
ditdfUhe  imperial  city,  which  had  subdued  and 
oppressed  so  many  nations,  was  delivered  to 
the  Goths."  It  was  Belisarius,  the  Africauus 
of  New  Borne,  bom  among  Thracian  peaaanto, 
who  drove  the  Goths,  under  Totila,  sir,  from 
Rome,  in  B47.  For  history's  sake,  then,  sir, 
let  President  Jackson  be  called  Totila — not 
Csesar,  a  Roman — the  leader  of  the  Gotbs  I 
And  where  is  the  BeUsarius  of  New  Rome— 
**'What  wM  OooM  crssk  MM,  to  Tlb«r  noT"— 

to  drive  this  Gothic  leader,  Totila,  from  the 
omitol  t  Offisar  had  his  Brutus,  and  Totila  his 
Bdisarins;  and  let  certain  militia  generals 
beware  of  such  masters  as  Jnstinian,  and  of 
the  old  saymg,  "give  a  penny  to  Belisarius  the 
general  I  "  Sir,  God  Almighty,  since  the  d^ 
of  JMhuft  ai^  his  rod,  has  not  stretched  fbrth 
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his  omnipotont  am  to  fig^t  for  placemen  on 
earth,  nor  is  his  grace  in  dirine  wisdom  in- 
tended to  Batisfy  the  hnngering  and  thirsting 
<^  ungodly  ambition,  after  power  and  popular- 
ity among  men.  If  sought  after  and  obtained, 
it  may  masten  the  ch^ed  spirit,  and  console 
and  soothe  the  disappointments  of  the  world ; 
but  never  will  foster  and  prosper  the  worst 
passions  of  the  human  heart.  Mr.  Jefferson, 
sir.  Speaker,  who  was  an  historian,  was  mis- 
taken, it  seems.  He  thought  that  there  was 
"  more  of  the  Roman  "  than  Goth  in  General 
Jackson,  and  that  he  was  the  Belisartns  of 
New  Borne,  who  did  drive  the  Goths  from  the 
oqiitol  in  Uie  year  1828.  Yes,  dr,  and  there 
are  Jnstinians,  who,  Inflnenced  by  envy  and 
hate,  though  he  has  restored  the  keys  of  Rome 
more  than  five  times  in  one  reign,  would  de- 
prive him  of  his  eyes,  and  reduce  him  to  beg 
itis  bread  I  Shade  of  the  immortal  Randolph, 
of  Roanoke  t  Itfr,  Speaker,  will  this  House 
pardon  a  digression  ?  Though  elected  a  mem- 
ber, it  has  not  been  formally  announced  to 
this  House  that  John  Randolph,  of  Roanoke, 
is  no  more  I  Sir,  he  was  neither  friend,  nor 
acquaintance,  nor  old  ooHeagne  of  mine.  I 
never  saw  him ;  I  never  heard  him  apeak ;  but 
the  genius  of  poetry,  moat  like  bis  own  genius 
of  oratory,  has  told  me.  he  was  a  man  of 

"  A  bigfa  denMSBor  ind  a  gluee  tlut  took 
Th«lr  Umoghts  ftMs  otbera  by  %  tingl*  look : 
And  that  Mroastie  lavf tv  of  toDKne, 
The  ftdnglu  of  ft  hwrt  the  world  httb  itnag, 
Tfakt  dwti  u  HMnlSK  ^arftilDMi  •nmad. 
And  nukM  tluH  flMU  that  will  Bot  owa  ta«  WDimd. 
•  •*••* 

Bon  of  Ufh  llDMg*.  link'd  In  hlxh  oomRund, 
Ut  mln^od  with  tk*  nagutM  drills  Und. 

H«  dU  not  fbllow  what  thej  lil  pninod, 
VUh  liopa  still  bftfflod,  tUlf  to  b»  nmwad; 
Kor  ilikdovy  honor,  nor  ni1»tuttol  mfn, 
TSm  beaatr**  preference,  mnd  the  vItkI'i  pdn— 
Around  bfm  nme  myatnlou  droit  thrown 
Bepell'd  q>pro&oh,  and  ahowod  Urn  Mill  alaBa." 

And,  sir,  though 

"Tbero  wai  Is  him  a  Tltal  seom  of  all— 

a  •  «  •  • 

•    Tot  thtj,  the  wiser,  Mendller  ftw,  oonfen'd 
Thajr  daemed  him  bettor  than  bU  air  erpreaa'd." 

If  he  was  not  a  lover  of  man,  he  was  a  lover 
of  his  country ;  if  not  a  lover  of  his  whole 
country,  he  was  a  lover  of  the  Old  Dominion ; 
and,  if  not  a  lover  of  Virginia,  he  loved  "  con- 
stituents such  as  man  never  had  before  I  " 
Wear  orape  for  common  men — not  for  Ran- 
dolph, whose  &me  is  above  such  common-place 
honors  in  proportion  as  he  despised  them  when 
liviDK  Sir,  I  was  about  to  express  the  wish 
that  Mr.  Randolph  was  alive  and  here,  to  see 
what  I  believe  he  once  said  he  never  aid  see, 
that  "rara  avia  in  Urris" — a  black  swan!  To 
bear  the  father  oi*  the  American  system,  who 
has  never,  in  thought  or  deed,  varied  from  one 
faith — that  of  the  most  latltudioarian  construc- 
tion of  the  federal  constitution :  who,  in  every 
vote  and  every  measure  of  his  political  career, 
has  invariably  practised,  all  of  a  sudden  repadi- 
atiug  tliedoctrme  of  "the  general  welfare  I  "  I 
would  congratulate  old  Yli^^nia  and  niysdJ^  t^, 


(Tnauur,  18M. 

if  I  thought  this  chaage  was  sincere.  But  I  feel 
no  wish,  for  his  own  sake,  that  Mr.  Raudc^'b 
should  he  here.  He  was  a  man,  though  of 
mOTbid,  ^et  of  keen  and  delicate  sensibilities ; 
proud  himself,  and  prouder  and  more  jealous 
still  of  his  coontry's  honor ;  he  liked  a  decorum 
in  all  things,  and  would  have  been  mortified  and 
wounded  at  beholding  what  I  have  witnessed 
for  the  first  time  in  public  life.  Heretofore, 
sir,  there  has  been  some  little  decency  left  even 
in  the  TVarwick  business  of  undoing  and  making 
Presidents.  The  dirty  work  of  electioneering 
has  been  left  to  caucuses,  committees,  and  dem- 
agogues. It  was  left  to  the  kennel  press  to 
be  the  Tohiole  of  party  detraotiom  and  party 
puffing.  Bat  now,  sir,  the  veil  is  thrown  off. 
A  branch  of  one  ca  the  co-ordinate  powers  of 
the  Government  is  made  the  medium  through 
which  to  abnse  the  public  miud ;  its  floor,  the 
arena  of  political  strife ;  and  candidates  them- 
selves— ^the  lions  and  their  jackals — brazenly 
and  unblushingly  stalk  forth  their  own  avengers 
for  past  piques,  their  own  champions  and  tram- 
peters  for  future  honors — for  such  an  office  as 
that  of  the  Presidency  I  Sir,  suppose  Totila  to 
be  driven  out;  would  there  not  immediately 
be  a  war  in  Some  between  tiiree  rival  factions, 
two  of  which  are  deddedly  hostile  to  each 
other,  and  yet  are  now  sworn  allies  ?  But,  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  am  done  with  this  party  warfare,  and 
proceed  to  discuss  the  reasons  of  the  Secretery 
of  the  Treasury  for  the  removal  of  the  deposits, 
as  I  have  patiently,  calmly,  and  delibenUely 
oontidered  them,  independnit  of  ill  party  bias 
and  party  influence. 

As  tbe  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  re 
marked,  the  Secretary's  report  consists  of  ab- 
stract propositions,  of  facts,  and  of  inferences. 

His  first  proposition  is,  "  that  the  power  of 
removal  was  intended  to  be  reserved  exdu- 
sively  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and 
that,  according  to  the  stipnlations  in  the  charter, 
Congress  ooud  not  dbeot  it  to  be  done."  I 
totally  deny  this  posntion,  though  I  am  aware 
that  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  in  iha 
prelimina^  discussion  on  the  reference  of  tiiia 
subjeot,  and  tbe  bank  directors  themselves,  in 
their  report,  concede  it  to  the  fullest  extent. 
And  I  can  readily  perceive,  too,  why  the  buk 
does  concede  it.  If  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
and  the  President  had  been  the  friends  of  the 
institution,  and  if  Congress  had  undertaken  to 
order  and  direct  the  removal  for  reasons  of 
danger  to  the  deposits,  the  bank  would,  no 
doubt,  have  set  up  this  position  to  prevent  the 
ori^nal  action  of  the  legislative  power  of  the 
Govenunent.  It  asserts  a  no  less  important  prin- 
ciple than  that  of  the  power  of  Congress  to 
delegate  its  trust  of  keeping  s^^  the  put^ 
mon^s  of  the  United  States.  Sir,  the  law 
creating  the  charter,  neither  by  its  intention  or 
ite  words,  means  by  saying  "  unless  the  Sec- 
retary of  tbe  Treasury  shall  at  any  time  other- 
wise order  or  direct "  that  Congress  should  not 
retain  that  power  whidi  the  constitution  itself 
confided  to  the  Legislature,  itf  controlling  not 
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only  the  public  monejs,  but  the  ezeontiTe  officer 
lilso  who  has  them  in  charge.  Hie  law  meant 
only  that  the  Secretary  should  have  the  power 
of  removing  the  deposits,  where  Congress  was 
silent ;  and  not  that  Congress  should  not  have 
the  power  of  ordering  and  directing  him  to  re- 
move the  deposits,  though  i^inst  his  will. 
This  mere  power  of  snbstitution  was  wisely 
plaoed  in  the  Secretary,  that  he  might  act,  npon 
sodden  apprehensi(m  of  danger  to  the  deposits, 
when  Ooi^T^  mi^t  not  be  prepared  to  aot 
promptly;  and  then,  too,  he  must  lay  his  rea- 
aons  Wore  Congress,  to  Judoe  of  suffi- 
ciency, and  to  countermand  nis  order,  if  the 
Legislature  deems  proper. 

Gentlemen  need  not  tell  me  that  such  is  the 
contract,  and  lez  $eripta  mV  Such  is 
not  the  law,  and  it  could  not  be  law  if  it  so 
intended.  The  legislative  branch  of  the  Gov- 
ernment as  clearly  has  the  power,  by  the  consti- 
tution, to  take  care  of  the  public  moneys  of  the 
United  States,  as  it  has  to  appropriate  them  by 
law;  and  it  can  no  more  delegate  the  one  power 
than  the  other.  And  to  say  that  Congress 
has  not  the  power  ori^nally  to  order  and  auwct 
llw  BeeretaiT  <^  the  Treasnrj  to  remove  the 
deponta,  is  9li  once  to  aqr  that  the  l^ps- 

ive  bnuich  of  the  GoTenunent  has  not  the 
power  to  abolish  the  Treasury  Department 
its^  and  the  office  of  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury ;  or  that,  if  such  department  and  such  office 
were  to  be  abolished,  the  deposits  would  be 
suljeot  to  no  control  whatever,  and  there  would 
be  no  guardian  of  their  removal,  their  safety,  or 
their  existence.  Sir,  there  is  no  doctrine  so 
dangerous  in  a  free  country  as  that  the  legis- 
lative branch  of  the  Government  can  delegate 
its  powers.  If  we  can  divest  ourselves  of  our 
legislative  powera,  and  confer  them  npcm  an 
ezeentive  omow,  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  the 
<a«ationof  a  diotatOTship  by  law  to-morrow.  I 
do  not  consider  tiiat  this  abstraot  propontion 
"mvpeAj  bdongs  to  the  snljeot  before  us ;  but 
I  have  gone  out  of  my  way  to  protort  a^inst 
it,  and  to  contend  on  all  ndes,  as  I  hope  I  ever 
shall,  that  every  power  "rec<^ized  by  the 
oonstitation  must  remain  where  it  was  plaoed 
by  that  instrument,"  and  that  it  cannot  be 
divested  by  mere  statute  law. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  next  proceeds 
to  a  second  proposition :  '*  That  the  power  re- : 
served  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry  does 
not  depend  for  its  exercise  merely  on  tiie  safety 
of  the  pablio  money  in  tb^  hands  of  the  bank, 
nor  upon  tlie  fidelity  with  which  it  has  oon- 
dnotea  itself ;  but  he  has  the  right  to  remove 
the  deposits,  and  it  is  his  duty  to  remove  them, 
whenever  the  public  interest  or  convenience 
will  be  promoted  by  the  ohsnge."  Sir,  after 
mature  reflection,  I  am  convinced  that  this 
proposition  also  is  much  too  broad.  It  is  tme 
that  the  reading  of  the  aizteenth  section  of  the 
bank  charter  would  seem  not  to  lunit  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  any  particular  class 
of  reasons  for  the  removal  of  the  deposits ;  bnt 
tiu  other  sections,  and  the  whole  context  of  the 


law,  do,  it  seems  to  me,  limit  him  solely  to 
the  reason  of  their  safety.  In  other  words,  he 
is  bound  to  lay  before  Congress  financial  rea- 
sons, and  financial  reasons  alone,  for  the  removal 
of  the  pnblio  deponts :  as  that  they  are  unsafe ; 
\hAt  the  bank  has  failed  to  give  tlte  necessary 
facilities  for  transferring  the  public  funds  from 
place  to  place,  within  the  United  States  or  their 
Territories ;  that  it  has  fiuled  to  distribute  the 
same  in  payment  of  the  pnUio  creditors,  wiUi- 
ont  ohai^g  commisrions  or  datmlng  allowance 
on  aoDonnt  of  difitoence  of  exdiange ;  that  it 
has  fijled  to  do  and  perform  the  several  and 
reqieotiTe  dnties  of  the  commisaoners  of  loans 
for  the  several  States ;  in  a  word,  that  it  has 
failed  to  do  and  perform  the  agency  which 
it  has  oontraoted  to  ^o  and  perform  for  the 
Government.  And  now,  sir,  what  are  the  rea- 
sons of  the  Secretary ! 

The  only  reasons  of  a  financisl  description 
which  he  has  liud  before  ns  are : 

Ist.  That  the  charter  will  certainly  expire  on 
the  8d  of  March,  18S6. 

2d.  That  the  bank,  by  contracting  and  ez- 
pancUng  its  ore^t,  has  endeavored  to  force  a 
renewiu  of  its  charter,  by  bringing  distress  upon 
the  money  market 

8d.  The  oondnot  of  the  bank  in  relation  to 
the  tiiree  per  cent  stock ;  and 

4th.  The  claim  for  damages  on  the  SVench  bin. 

Sir,  I  consider  none  of  these  reasons,  if  tme, 
as  sufficient  for  the  removal  of  the  deposits ; 
but  I  shall  not  stop  to  discuss  them.  I  consider 
that  the  bank  has  done  nothing  illegal  or  wrong 
in  relation  to  the  three  per  cent,  stocks,  the 
French  bill,  or  the  curtaUing  its  discounts. 

If  either  of  the  reasons  which  tiie  Secretary 
^ves  is  a  good  financial  reason,  it  is  that  of 
the  bank  extending  and  cortidling  its  loons  witli 
ft  view  to  foroe  ft  recbarter,  by  creating  pres- 
sure and  puiio.  Bnt  for  the  lifo  me,  I 
cannot  see  that  the  bank  commits  a  breach 
either  of  law  or  of  good  faith,  or  good  morals, 
in  granting  or  refiisin^  to  lend  its  money.  It 
is  its  policy  and  its  mterest  to  procure  a  re- 
newal of  its  corporate  ezistence,  if  it  can,  by 
le^  and  rightful  means ;  and  I  put  it  to  myself 
if  I  wereadirectorof  thatinstitation,ifIorany 
man  would  not  consider  it  to  be  my  duty,  as  such, 
to  demonstrate,  in  any  legal  way,  tbe  utility 
and  necessity  of  such  an  institution  to  the  wants 
of  the  people  and  the  Government  f  In  rela- 
tion to  the  three  per  cent  stocks,  I  candidly 
confess  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  bank  has,  in 
this  instance,  as  in  various  others,  subserved 
the  purposes  of  tiie  Government  better  than 
the  Government  could  have  served  itself  And 
I  venture  to  say  that,  if  the  bank  were  to  sne 
the  Government  for  the  damages  on  tiie  protest 
of  the  French  hill,  before  any  judge.  Federal 
or  State,  deserving  to  be  called  a  lawyer,  it 
would  obtain  Judgment  and  a  verdict  before 
any  impartial  jury  of  the  country.  I  cannot 
condemn  the  institution,  then,  for  acts  which 
are  strictly  legal  and  morally  jnst 

The  other  reaaonaof  the  Secretary  are  Bucih 
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as  pertain  rather  to  annuUing  the  charter,  for 
violatiuus  of  it  by  the  bank,  than  to  the  remoTal 
>  of  the  deposits.  Altboagh  the  safety  of  the 
deposits  is  not  involved  in  the  question  of 
solrency  alone,  and  although  reasons  sufScient 
to  annnl  the  charter  would  seem,  "  a  fortiori^" 
to  be  Boffideot  for  the  removal  at  the  deponts ; 
yet  I  think  that  reasons  for  the  rdmoval  shoold 
always  involTe,  before  Congress,  the  safety  of 
tiie  pablic  fnods ;  and  that  reasons  for  annnllmg 
the  charter  sboold  always,  ia  jostlce,  be  tried 
by  a  judicial  tribunal,  uot  pr^adioed  by  party 
feeling,  as  every  political  body  is;  and  that, 
ontil  a  decision  by  a  tribunal  of  that  sort,  the 
depouts  should  continue  to  be  made  in  the 
United  States  Bank,  upon  the  principle  that  a 
corporation,  as  well  as  every  individual,  should 
be  presumed  innocent  until  legally  proved  guilty. 
And  how  are  we  to  ascertain  and  to  determine 
that  the  vlolal4ons  of  the  charter  charged  upon 
the  bank  have  beoi  committed,  without  assum- 
ing jadioial  funotipua,  which  belong  of  right  to 
ft  court  of  law  I  The  charter,  an:,  specially 
provides  two  different  modes  of  proceeding 
against  the  bank  for  violatitm  of  its  charter. 
It  may  be  sued  or  prosecuted  by  in^viduals  in 
"^ut  tarn"  actions,  to  recover  x>enalties  fur 
certain  ^cific  breaohea  of  charter,  under  tihe 
twelMi  and  thirteenth  sections ;  or  it  may  be 
sued  for  damages  under  the  seventeenth  section. 
And  Congress  or  the  President  may,  under  tiie 
twenty-third  section,  order  and  direct  a  seira 
Jaeicu  to  be  issued  out  of  the  circait  court  of 
the  district  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  name  of  the 
United  States,  calling  on  the  corporation  to 
show  cause  wherefore  tiie  charter  diall  not 
be  declared  forfeited.  And  every  isaae  of  &ot 
shall  be  tried  by  a  jury,  with  the  right  of  appeal, 
hy  writ  of  error,  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  .the 
TTnited  States.  So  far,  then,  as  violations  of 
title  charter  are  alleged  as  reasons  for  the  re- 
moval, the  bank  is  furly  entitled,  by  the  law  and 
the  contract,  to  a  trial  before  a  court  of  law,  by 
an  impartial  jury  of  the  country.  And  we 
cannot  assume  these  violations  to  be  true,  or 
properly  receive  proof  of  their  trath,  with  a 
view  to  try,  until  the  courts  appointed  by  law 
have  sat  in  pud^ent.  And  if  these  conrts 
acljndge  th»  violations  to  have  been  committed, 
the  diarter  will  be  forfeited,  without  coming 
before  us  for  a  decision ;  and  if  they  acquit  the 
bonk,  Congress  has  not  the  power  of  re-examin- 
ing the  fact,  and  of  reversing  their  decision,  as 
an  appellate  tribunal.  I,  therefore,  shall  vote 
for  the  resolution  of  the  gentlemtui  from  South 
Carolina.  But,  sir,  though  we  have  not  Inti- 
mately the  power  to  try  tiie  bank  for  violations 
of  its  charter,  yet,  with  a  view  to  issuing  a  teire 
faeicu  under  the  law,  Congress  has,  and  so  has 
the  President,  the  power  to  institute  an  inves- 
tigation of  its  conduct  and  its  concerns ;  and  I 
am  willing  for  an  investigation  to  be  made,  not 
only  with  a  view  to  the  inquiry  whether  a 
tdn  /acia*  should  be  issued  agaioBt  the  bank, 
but  in  reference  to  the  question  of  rcoharter, 
which  is  shortly  to  arise.  Sir,  I  sm  undis- 
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gaisedly  and  decidedly  a  friend  to  the  constitu- 
tional power  of  Congress  to  incorporate  a  Bank 
of  the  United  States  on  proper  principles ;  and 
I  am  more  than  ever  convinced  that  tnch  an 
institution,  properly  organixed,  is  absolutelj 
necessary  to  oonduct,  not  only  the  commercial 
operataons  of  the  people,  bat  tlie  finanoial  oper- 
ations <tf  the  Government ;  and  Uiere  is  no  sub- 
ject on  which  I  differ  more  widdy  wiQi  tbe 
President  and  with  the  Secretary  than  on  tlus 
important  subject.  I,  for  one,  once  did  think 
that  the  President  would  sanction  snob  a 
charter  as  can  bo  made  congenial,  to,  and  con- 
sistent with,  tiie  oonstitntion.  On  all  proper 
occasions,  when  using  my  feeble  powers  to  re- 
elect him,  I  confidentiy  declared  this  belief  to 
many  of  the  people  whom  I  represent.  And  I 
am  convinced,  more  than  ever,  that  if  yon  de- 
stroy even  the  highly  objectionable  charter 
which  we  now  have,  without  substituting  a 
better  in  its  place,  the  currMicy  will  be  irr^»- 
rably  deranged,  and  Utter  experience  will 
thrice  teach  us  the  e^  that  will  inevitably 
follow.  Vith  a  view,  therefore,  of  again  allow- 
ing gentiemen  who  are  opposed  to  a  bank  of 
any  kind  the  fnllest  opportunity  of  exposing 
the  miscondnct  of  this  institution,  if  any  can  be 
shown,  I  desire  a  committee  to  be  appointed, 
or  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Keans  to  be 
invested  with  the  power  of  sending  for  perstms 
and  papers,  with  a  view  to  anticipate  and 
remedy  all  defects  in  a  new  or  a  modified  char- 
ter. The  whole  House,  or  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  is  too  blunt  a  probe.  I  do  not,  iir. 
Speaker,  call  for  another  such  Quixotic  com- 
mittee as  that  which,  dnring  the  last  session, 
rode,  Saocho-like,  all  the  way  from  Washington 
to  Fhiladdphift  to  make  a  tilt  at  Squire  Biddle*s 
breeches  pchokets ;  but  a  oommittee  of  Congress, 
sir,  who,  having  specific  charges  for  their  data, 
will  sit  down  here,  sir,  as  a  committee  of  Con- 
gress should,  and  send  for  Squire  Kddle  to  come 
to  them  from  Fhiladel|dda,  with  his  ariOimede 
and  his  figures. 

I  have  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  honestly,  and  inde- 
pendent of  aU  party  considerations,  given  mj 
real  views  of  tiiis  great  question.  I  believe 
that  the  removal  of  the  deposits,  as  a  measure 
intended  to  relieve  the  country  from  distress, 
has  harried  upon  us  in  one  day,  whereof  the 
evil  is  soffidenL  both  panic  and  pressure;  and, 
as  a  measure  oslonlated  to  defeat  the  reoharter 
of  the  bank,  it  will  tend,  more  than  any  other 
cause  could  nave  tended,  to  defeat  its  own  ob- 
ject It  was  an  act  most  impolitic  and  unwise, 
in  reference  to  Its  own  ends.  With  these  views, 
then,  unless  other  reasons  than  those  presented 
shall  be  developed  up<m  forther  examination,  I 
shall  vote  for  the  deposits  of  the  moneys  of  the 
United  States  to  l>e  made  for  the  future  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  and  its  branohea, 
where  established. 

Does  any  man  now  ask  if  I  am  still  a  iriend 
of  this  administration  >  In  the  words  of  Nhnrod 
WOdflre,  I  answer^"  most  distineay.'* 

I  do  stiU,  and  as  ever,  desire  the  glory,  and 
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honor,  and  success  of  this  administratioD.  But, 
sir,  I  pray  for  the  glory,  and  houo^  and  sac- 
oesi  (tf  no  admlnis&atioii,  oviy  as  X  devontlj 
and  ardentlj  dedre  the  glory,  and  honor,  and 
|ffoqnrify  of  wj  conntiy.  .And  when  I  differ 
with  ai^  administration  as  to  what  conduces 
to  the  proBperitr  of  my  country  and  the  preser- 
Tadon  ot  its  blessings  and  liberty,  I  will  not 
condescend  to  say  ttiat  I  shall  speak  ont  boldly. 
Sir,  as  the  two  hnndred  and  eighty-eight  frac- 
tion even  of  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Gov- 
Mument,  I  feel  myself  independent  o^  nnin- 
finenced  by,  and  a  check  upon,  the  Exeoative. 
As  a  representaUve  of  a  portion  of  those  who 
are  sovereigns  of  the  I^ident  and  myself 
both,  I  shall  first  maintain  thur  principles  and 
my  own.  I  have  freely  and  honestly  sap- 
pOTted  this  a^ttinisbatlcHi,  and  I  mean  freely 
and  honestly  to  diflbr  from  it  when  oonstruned 
my  sense  of  right  and  my  judgment ;  and  I 
beUeve,  rir,  that  no  man  has  more  charity, 
more  indulgence,  or  more  tolerance  for  a  differ- 
ence in  opinion  from  him  by  his  friends  lhan 
General  Jackson,  notwithstanding  all  that  we 
have  heu^  about  his  self-will. 

I  beg  leave,  sir,  beft>re  I  sit  down,  to  inform 
my  oottstitnents,  through  this  House,  (as  is 
&8hionable  and  very  convenient  now-ardays,) 
of  the  real  state  ctf  parties  in  this  President- 
making  metropolis.  There  are  more  classes  of 
"  oollajr-men,"  sir,  thui  one.  The  real  truth  is, 
that  many  who  flaont  most  the  opprobrious 
epithets  (MFpul7  slug  are  themselves  the  most 

gitiable,  leader-ridden  followers  after  gnat  men. 
ir,  he  who  runs  may  read  the  inscription  of 
*'  collars  "  here.   Some  are  inscribed  "  Einder- 

hook;"  some  "0  y;"  some  "0  n.» 

And  ^ough  the  two  last  were  wont  to  growl 
at  each  ouier,  and  fight  most  fiercely,  they  are 
now  leashed  tc«ether,  and  lap  from  the  same 
trencher.  And  there  are  a  few  old  bipeds,  Mr. 
Speaker,  who  go  trotting  about,  without  any 
collar  now  upon  tiieir  necks.;  but  the  crease 
is  apparent,  and  the  hair  is  all  worn  off  to  the 
flesh  where  the  oollais  once  rubbed.  If  any 
are  eonoemed  to  know  to  which  class  I  belong, 
I  win  very  promptiy  and  proudly  refer  them 
to  JSsop's  fiftble  oi  the  dog  and  the  wolf.  Like 
the  hungry,  half-starved  rover  of  the  forest, 
when  I  am  beset  by  any  dog  politician  with 
a  crease  on  hla  neck,  I  can  proudly  say,  "  Lib- 
erty is  the  word  with  me  1  The  lowest  condi- 
tion of  Ufa,  with  freedom  attending  it,  is  better 
thsn  the  most  exalted  station  under  restraint." 

And,  nr,  if  it  shall  be  my  will,  and  the  will 
of  the  people  who  sent  me  here,  to  remain  long  in 
public  life,  whenever  I  may  set  my  face  towards 
some  high  place  of  power,  to  ^tain  which  it 
may  be  necessary  to  emjdoy  the  machinery,  the 
arts,  the  intrigues,  and  oormption  of  politicians, 
I  may  then,  but  not  until  uien.  bcfpn  to  trim 
my  sidls  to  the  breeze  which  blowB.  But,  as 
I  am  now,  and  ever  hope  to  be,  an  honest  man, 
I  shall  be  propelled  straight  forward  by  the 
iriuf^e  prindple  of  duty  and  my  country's 
gora,  andf  like  Fnltm^a  mistress  <h  wind  and 


wave,  wtut  for  no  current  and  be  blown  by  no 

wind  I 


TusBDAT,  February  11. 
7%e  JPetuion  Law. 

Mr.  CmLTON^B  resolution  on  the  extension  of 
the  pension  laws  coming  up  again — ■ 

Mr.  Chilton  Aixan,  who  was  entitled  to  the 
floor,  after  referring  to  the  general  anxiety 
which  prevailed  to  have  the  question  taken  on 
this  resolution,  (as  its  consideration  snperseded 
that  of  a  great  number  of  others  offered  since 
the  debate  commenced,)  offered  to  waive  his 
right  to  the  floor,  if  a  general  expression  should 
appear  to  be  ffyea  that  tiie  question  should  now 
be  taken  without  farther  debate:  if  nol^he  pre- 
sumed that  he  should  not  hereafter  be  deprived 
of  the  opportunitj  of  delivering  his  sentiments 
on  the  resolution. 

Mr.  QiLHKB  said  he  was  very  desirous  that 
the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentieman  from 
Tirginta  (Mr.  Bouldin)  should  be  discussed, 
and  he  therefore  su^estod  the  propriety  01 
postponing  the  subject  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Stbwabt  thought  it  would  be  better  to 
try  the  sense  of  the  House,  and  therefore  sug- 
gested to  Mr.  Allan  to  move  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  Allax  accordingly  moved  the  previous 
question ;  which  he  said  he  had  never  done  be- 
fore, Dor  did  he  know  that  he  should  now  vote 
for  it,  hut  to  try  the  sense  of  the  House. 

The  previous  question  was  thereupon  put,  as 
follows :  "  Shall  llie  main  question  now  be  put?  ** 

Mr.  Mason  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  they  were  ordered,  and  were — ^Yeas  186, 
nays  66. 

The  m^n  question  was  then  put,  viz.:  "Shall 
this  res<dntion  be  adopted  I "  and  decided  as  fol- 
lows : 

Tus. — Heaars.  John  Qolney  Adsms,  John  Adams, 
John  J.  Allen,  Chilton  Alltn,  William  Allen,  Ash- 
ley, Banks,  Barber,  Bamitz,  Bean,  Beardsley,  Beaty, 
BeaumoDt,  John  Bell,  James  M.  Bell,  John  Blair, 
Bodle,  Boon,  Brown,  Bull,  Bunch,  Burd,  Bums, 
C^e,  Cambreleng,  Carr,  Casey,  Cfaaney,  Chilton, 
Cboate,  &  Clark,  William  Clark.  GUy,  Corwm, 
Cramer,  Crane,  Crockett,  Amos  Davis,  Day,  De- 
berry,  Denny,  Darld  W.  Dickinson,  Duncan,  Edward 
Everett,  Horace  Everett,  Ewing,  ^llmore,  Forester, 
Philo  C.  Fuller,  William  E.  Fuller,  Fulton,  Galbraith, 
Gillet,  Gorhani,  Grenaell,  Halsey,  Hamer,  Hannegao, 
Hard,  James  Harper,  Harrison,  Hatbaway,  Hawes, 
Henderson,  HoweU,  Inge,  B.  H.  Johnson,  N.  Johnson, 
C.  Johnson,  Benjamin  Jones,  Elnnard,  Lane,  Law- 
rence, Lake  Lea,  Leavltt,  Love,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Lytle, 
Abijah  Hann,  HcCarty,  UoComas,  HcKennan,  Mc> 
EinUy,  McLene,  Uercer,  Miller,  H.  Mitchell,  R. 
Mitchell,  Moore,  Murphy,  Osgood,  Page,  Parker, 
Patterson,  D.  J.  Fearce,  Herson,  Polk,  Pope,  A.  H. 
Shepperd,  Shioo,  William  Slade,  Charles  SUde, 
Stoane,  Smith,  Spangler,  SUndiier,  Stewart,  P. 
Tbomu,  John  Thomson,  Tompkins,  Yanderpoel, 
Ward,  Wardtrell,  Webster,  Whallon,  E.  D.  WUte, 
Elisha  Whittlesey,  Wilson,  Tonng— 120. 

Natb.— Messrs.  Hemsn  AUeu,  Ardier,  Bortioger, 
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Bates,  BajrOea,  Beak,  Jaraea  Blair,  Bockee,  Booldln, 
Brigga,  Braum,  Canniebacl,  Chambers,  ChloD, 
Olaiborne,  Clayton,  Clowney,  Coffee,  Coooor,  Coul- 
ter, Dareopoi^  Deming,  Dennii,  Dickaon,  Fbilenoa 
Pickeiaon,  Evana,  Foote,  Foster,  Oamble,  Oholson, 
ffiltner.  GraTSon,  OriOo,  HUaiid  Hall,  Tbomaa  H. 
Hall,  Joaeph  U.  Harper,  Hawkina,  Haxcltine,  Hela- 
ter,  Hubbard,  A.  Huntiugton,  Jarrla,  W.  C.  John- 
son, S.  Jones,  Kavanagh,  King,  Laoring,  Laporte, 
Laj,  Lewis,  J.  K.  Uann,  Harundale,  Mardia,  John 
T.  Uaaon,  Hoses  Uason,  HcDaeSe,  Hclatyre,  Ho- 
Ka7,  UcKim,  Muhlenberg,  Parks,  Patton,  FrankUn 
Rerce,  Pincknej,  Flumoier,  Ramsaj,  Reed,  Bencher, 
Schenck,  Schley,  Speight,  Stoddert,  Satheriand, 
WllUam  Taylor,  Wiltlam  P.  Taylor,  Francis  Tbonas, 
Tamer,  Turrill,  Tweedy,  Van  Houten,  Wageoer, 
Wayiw,  0.  P.  White,  Fnderiek  WbittlaMr,  WiQlaiw, 
Wlso— M. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted  as  follows : 

Ritotvtd,  That  a  aelect  committee  be  appointed, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  inquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy of  so  eitendiog  the  proHilona  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress passed  7th  June,  18SS,grai^g  penaioas  to 
certain  classes  of  troops  theran  named,  aa  to  em- 
brace In  Ita  proTUons  those  who  were  engaged  in 
the  wars  against  the  Indiana  subsequent  to  the 
close  of  the  reTtdiiUonair  war,  and  down  to  the 
treaty  of  Oreeavtlle,  with  mits  to  report  by  Ull  or 
otherwise. 

3%s  Senunal  <tf  the  D/motiU— Sudden  Doaih  ^ 

Mr.  Bortldin. 

The  deposit  questioii  comiag  np — 

ICr.  BovLDiK,  of  Virginia,  rose  to  address  the 
Hoose,  and  began  in  the  following  words : 

Before  I  sabmit  some  remarks  I  wish  to  make 
on  the  merits  of  the  Tory  serions  question  before 
the  Houe^  I  must  advert  to  a  rebuke  which, 
with  all  due  humility^  reodved  finmi  mj  col- 
leaguo,  (Mr.  Ww».)  He  stated,  and  tmlj,  that, 
although  ICr.  Bandolph,  when  he  died,  bad 
been  a  member  elect  of  wis  body,  jet  that  fact 
had  not  been  announced  on  this  floor.  I  am 
not  in  the  habit  of  taking  to  mys^  a  general 
remark  not  peculiarly  directed  to  myself;  but 
when  a  general  remark  is  of  sndi  a  Idnd  that 
it  will  apply  to  no  one  else,  or  not  to  any  one 
el&e  with  equal  propriety,  I  am  compelled  to 
take  notice  of  it.  Hy  colleague  did  not  as 
kindl/  suggest  that  this  oaght  to  have  been 
done,  untune  mentioned  it  in  his  remarks  on 
this  floor ;  but  another  colleague  most  kindly 
and  delicately  did,  tiinnigh  anotho-  person,  sug- 
gest to  me  that  it  oufl^t  to  be  done ;  and  now, 
as  is  my  duty,  I  must  tell  my  oolleague,  and  this 
House,  and  my  constituents^  the  reason  why 
Ur.  Randolph's  death  was  not  here  announced. 
But  I  cannot  tell  the  reason  why  his  death  was 
not  announced,  without  telling  what  I  told  a 
iriend  that  I  should  say,  in  case  I  did  

[Here  Mr.  Bouldiv  swooned,  fell,  and  in  a 
few  minutes  after  expired.] 

And  the  House  immediately  a^^oomed. 


{FwamxuMTf  18S1 

WiDHiSDJLT,  February  18. 
Death  (tf  Mr.  BoiUdin. 

As  soon  aa  the  journal  waa  read — 

Mr.  Abohib  maa  and  aaid:  I  rise,  ]&. 
Speaker,  not  to  anoonnoe  to  the  House— that 
were  superfluous — but  to  sabmit  the  resoIirtioDs 
rendered  proper  by  the  dreadful  catastrophe 
of  which  we  were  all  appalled,  and,  I  am  sore 
I  may  add,  afflicted,  spectators  yesterday ;  by 
which  I  nave  been  deprived  of  an  esteemed 
friend,  and  the  State  to  which  we  both  belonged, 
at  a  m<anent  of  the  extremest  public  excite- 
ment,  of  one  of  the  most  valued  and  val amble 
of  her  representatives  on  this  floor. 

I  know,  sir,  tiiat  I  should  outrage  the  feel- 
ings of  the  House,  as  I  dioold  violate  my  own, 
were  I  to  avidl  myself  of  ttda  occasion  to  pay 
at  large  the  tribute  of  esteem  to  my  depairted 
colleague  and  friend,  wUoh  would,  inidw 
other  drenmatanoes,  be  due  to  the  anntuMdatam 
of  his  loss.  He  was  of  a  character  which 
might  well  be  fruitful  of  panegyric,  if  it  were 
now  allowed  me  to  dwell  upon  it  It  was  his 
fortune  to  have  raised  himself,  from  the  hmn- 
blest  condition  of  life,  to  rank  in  his  profession ; 
to  a  high  Judicial  station  at  home ;  and  to  a 
seat,  and  that  no  undtstinguished  one,  on  this 
floor,  by  the  aid  of  merit  alone.  At  an  age 
approaching  to  majority,  he  was  following  the 
plough ;  and,  so  mr  from  regarding  this  dr- 
cumstanoe  with  shame,  or  denting  to  conceal  it, 
he  had  the  superior  ndnd  to  regard  and  to 
spe^  ot  it  with  exultation— as,  what  U  truly 
was,  an  honor.  Without  fortune  or  Influential 
friends,  or  the  tii  even  <rf  education,  he  had 
lifted  himself  to  general  esteem,  to  Independ- 
ence, and  to  a  place  which  he  regarded,  as  I 
do,  inferior  to  none  in  pobit  of  honor — a  seat 
in  this  Hoose. 

Sir,  if  I  felt  at  liberty  to  pursue  the  theme^ 
no  man  would  be  better  authorized,  from  knowl- 
edge, to  bear  the  high  testimony  whidi  it 
merited  to  his  character,  as  a  private  and  a 
public  man ;  nor,  let  me  add,  would  there  he 
any  one  who  would  be  more  ^ad  and  proud  to 
render  this  just  tribute  to  his  memory  and  vir- 
tues. But  I  dare  not  pursue  the  theme^jnst 
and  gratefol  fts  it  would  be.  The  awftal  eataa- 
tropne  we  have  been  called  to  witness  and  de- 
plore q>eaks  to  our  hearts,  and,  let  me  add,  to 
our  horror,  in  a  language  which  forbids  it.  I 
feel  that  I  ought  not— may  I  say  that  I  cannot 
— add  more ;  and  I  content  myself  therefon^ 
after  this  brief  and  impartial  notice,  with  seed- 
ing to  the  Ohsir,  the  resolutions  I  hold  in  my 
band,  such  as  are  ordinarily  adopted  on  ooca- 
sions  of  this  description. 

Ur.  A.  then  moved  the  following  resolutions: 

JiMolvtd,  That  the  members  of  tUa  house  will 
attend  the  flmeral  of  <^  late  ^oxis  Trua  Booi^ 
DIK  at  eleven  o'clock  to-morrow. 

HtMlvtd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take 
order  for  superintending  the  funeral  of  Thohu  T. 
BoDunw,  deoeased,  late  a  member  tiiiB  Hoase 
from  the  State  «f  Tiisiaia. 
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Jletoived,  That  the  nmnberi  of  thU  Houae  will 
testify  their  respect  to  the  memory  of  Tbohis  T. 
BoDLDiK,  by  weuinff  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  thirty 
day& 

Ordered,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate 
to  notify  that  body  of  the  death  of  Troiub  T. 
BouLOiM,  late  one  of  tbe  representatives  from  the 
Btate  of  Vi^U;  and  that  his  fnnaral  will  take 
plaoe  to-morrow,  at  eloTcn  o^eloek,  from  the  hall  of 
the  Honse  of  BepreseDtatires. 

The  Tesolnttcois  vera  unanimoasly  adopted ; 
■nd 

The  HoTwe  a^jonmed. 


THirBSDiAT,  Fehnur7 18. 

No  hnnnesa  was  transaoted  in  tiie  Howe  ot 
Bepresentatives  to-day,  the  House  being  en- 
gaged in  attending  the  funeral  obsequies  ot  the 
late  l^OKAs  T.  Bouldik,  one  of  its  members. 


Pbtoat,  Febroary  14. 

Ur.  WiBB,  of  Yirginia,  addressed  the  Honse 
as  follows : 

Hr.  Speaker,  I  ask  the  indnlgenoe  of  this 
Hoose,  at  its  first  meeting  since  the  melancholy 
occasion  of  the  fnneral  of  my  lamented  col- 
league, (Judge  BouLDiHt)  whilst  I  dischai^e  a 
delicate  and  solemn  daty  to  his  memory  and  to 
myselt  His  death,  so  sadden,  and  bo  uiocking 
to  allf  was  pecniiart/  distressing  to  me.  It 
happened  at  a  moment  when  he  was  about  to 
reply  to  what  be  termed  my  "  rebnke  "  to  him. 
I  nope  it  is  not  imnroporforme  now  to  state  to 
member?,  his  family  aod  friends,  and  my  own, 
that  there  was  not  the  slightest  emotion  of  un- 
kind feeling  between  us  at  the  time  he  expired. 
Sir,  when  I  had  tbe  honor  of  addressing  this 
House  but  the  other  day,  on  the  momentous 
question  which  so  excited  his  ardent  mind,  and 
which  still  agitates  this  nation,  as  a  father  to  a 
young  colleague  he  sat  by  my  side,  and  gave 
me  the  cbeenng  encoongement  of  his  coonte- 
nance  and  his  unilea.  Mfnea  I  alluded  to  the 
fact  that  the  deatii  of  his  iUnstrious  predecessor 
had  not  been  announced  to  this  House,  I  bowed 
to  hia  Tonerable  person,  and  disavowed  the  in- 
tention to  '*  rebuke  "  him  who  filled  the  seat  of 
Hr.  Randolph  with  honor  to  himself^  and  use- 
fulness to  the  coantry.  Bnt  tbe  day  before  he 
was  cat  down  in  the  midst  of  his  usualness,  we 
met  in  this  Hall,  and  had  a  free  and  friendly 
conversation,  which  left  nothing,  on  either  side, 
unexplained.  And  I  am  confident  that,  if  he 
had  been  spared  but  a  few  words  more,  he 
would  have  left  no  room  for  miBunderstanding 
the  relations  in  which  we  stood  to  eaoh  otiier. 
Ify  object  in  making  th©  aUudon  which  I  did 
to  tbe  death  of  Mr.  Randolph  was  solely  what 
I  professed  at  the  time,  nncerely  disclaiming 
any  personal  refiection  upon  my  colleague, 
who,  I  never  doubted,  had  good  and  sufficient 
reasons  for  failing  to  perform  what  seemed  to 
he  his  appropriirte  duty.  These  reasons  have 
rinee  been  made  pnbUo.  He  said  ne  would  am- 


[H.  or  K. 

nounce  tiidm  fblly  when  he  oame  to  speak  on 
the  depout  qoes1i<Hi.  Alas  1  little  did  he  anti- 
enwte  that  death  would  seal  bis  lips,  and  harj 
hna  too  in  rilence,  before  he  should  finish  what 
he  meant  to  have  said  on  the  death  of  his  pre- 
decessor I  I  have  the  consolation  to  know  that 
he  died  with  a  fall  knowledge  that  I  Intended 
no  wound  to  bis  feelings,  and  no  reproodi  to 
his  conduct.  And  it  becomes  me  to  pay  my 
humble  tribute  to  his  memory,  when  dead,  as  I 

?(^d  him  the  homage  of  my  respect,  and  con- 
denoe,  and  admiration,  when  living.  I  be- 
came acquainted  with  him  late  in  the  sesaon ; 
and,  from  that  time  until  tiie  moment  he  ez- 
pired  hi  the  pubUo  service  on  this  floor— a 
glorious  death  it  was  I— I  have  the  proud  satis* 
motion  of  believiog  that  I  d^y  incr«ued  in 
hia  good  will,  whilst  X  know  he  grew  in  my 
affections  and  in  my  estimation,  as  a  noble, 
generoos,  and  warm-hearted  friend,  an  able 
and  honest  and  useftil  man,  a  bold  and  tme  pa- 
triot, who  "  had  done  tiie  State  some  service." 
He  is  gone  I — lamented  by  none  here  more  tiian 
by  one  who  is  comparatively  a  stranger  to  all 
his  merits,  his  high  worth,  and  exiuted  vir- 
tues ;  and  whose  fervent  prayer  to  Heaven  now 
is,  that  his  departed  spint  is  reporing  in  peace 
in  the  bosom  of  his  God  1 


TuEWAT,  February  18. 
Cats  qf  Bardmtan  Owent. 

The  resolution  ofi^erad  by  Kr.  Gilhk^  calUos 
for  information  on  the  sabject  the  death  of 
Owea^in  Alabama,  ooming  up — 

Ur.  BuBneuBT,  who  bad  the  flow,  yielded 
itto 

Ur.  Olat,  who  wished  to  explain.  He  had 
opposed  this  resolution  when  it  had  last  been 
up,  but  had  not  at  that  time  understood  that 
one  of  the  objects  of  the  mover  was  to  get  in- 
formatiim  as  to  injuries  which  might  have  been 
done  to  the  family  of  Owens,  with  a  view  to 
obtsin  restitution  to  the  widow.  It  had  also 
been  since  intimated  to  him  that  another  olffeot 
was,  to  inquire  whether  one  of  the  officers  at 
Fort  Mitchell  had  not  contrived  to  run  iM  the 
man  charged  with  tbe  killing  of  Owens,  so  as 
to  put  him  beyond  the  process  of  tbe  courta  of 
Alabama.  He  therefore  withdrew  his  qipod- 
tion  to  the  resolution.  He  also  admitted  that 
he  had  been  mistaken  as  to  tbe  conduct  of  Ma- 
jor Uclntoah  in  relation  to  tbe  process  to  ap- 
prehend the  soldier;  that  officer  had,  at  no 
time,  resuted  the  process,  but  had  afforded 
every  fadlity  for  having  it  served. 

Ur.  BuBsnotT,  believing  that  the  rescdution 
was  calculated  to  lead  to  much  Aseusrimii  m  a 
very  ^xdting  subject,  bad  intended  to  move  to 
lay  the  resolution  on  the  table ;  buL  as  then 
seemed  a  general  wish  to  grt  a  deoiston  npcm 
it  without  delay,  he  would  move  the  previous 
question. 

The  motion  was  refnsed. 

Ur.  Habdeet  addressed  the  House  in  a  very 
animated  ipeeoh,  In  support  of  the  resdnUon. 
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Mr.  Mabdis  considered  the  speech  as  aane- 
oeasary  and  premature,  as  none  were  opposed  to 
the  resolution.  The  only  effect  of  discassing 
the  subject,  before  the  information  was  obtain- 
ed, must  be  to  pnjndice  the  public  mind  iu  a 
case  where  the  oharaoter  of  a  public  officer  was 
concerned. 

Ur.  WiLDB  made  a  verj  spirited  reply  to  the 
explanation  of  Mr.  Olat  ;  protesting,  utterly, 
agunst  pladng  the  reaolntion  on  such  grounds. 
It  rested  on  tlie  rights  of  every  American  citi- 
zen. 

The  resolution  was  apdn  read  and  adopted, 
without  a  dissenting  voice,  as  follows : 

"  Saielved,  That'  the  Secretary  of  War  be  di< 
reoted  to  coniinunloatfl  to  tlus  Hoiise  all  cotre- 
spoDdeace  which  he  may  hare  had,  or  other  infor- 
madoQ  ia  his  poflaessioD,  in  relation  to  the  de^th  of 
Hardeman  Owens,  a  citizen  of  Alabama,  who  was 
lately  pat  to  dea^  by  a  party  of  regular  soldiers ; 
wbMher  said  Owens  was  trnt  to  death  in  pursuance 
of  orders  from  the  War  Departmeat,  or  any  officer 
of  the  United  States;  and  also  that  he  communicate 
to  tUa  House  auy  correspondence  which  he  may 
hare  had,  or  other  information  in  his  possession,  in 
relation  to  any  obstructions  thrown  in  the  way  of 
the  execution  of  the  process  of  the  courts  of  Ala- 
bama, Issued  for  the  purpose  of  brinsing  to  trial 
those  by  whom  sud  Owens  was  killed.*^ 

Wbdhbsdat,  February  19. 

Ths  Army  Cotnmiuariat — Omeral  George  Oib- 
son. 

Among  bills  on  their  tUrd  reading  was  the 

following : 

A  BILL  to  render  permanent  the  present  mode^>f 
sopptying  the  army  of  the  United  States,  and 
fixing  the  salary  of  eertun  clei^  therein  named. 
Bt  it  enad^d,  <fre.,  That  the  act  passed  Uaroh  S, 
1829,  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  the  mesent 
mode  of  sapplyinc  the  army  of  the  United  States," 
shall  be  eontinned  in  force  nntil  repealed  by  Con- 
gress. 

Sac  2.  And  b»  it  further  enacted,  That  the  prin- 
<^pal  cleric  in  the  office  of  the  Commissary  General 
u  &ibtistence  shall  receive  the  annual  sum  of  , 
sixteen  hundred  dollars,  one  of  the  other  clerks  the 
nam  of  twelre  hundred  dollars,  and  the  other  clerk 
the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars. 

On  this  UU  an  animated  debate  arose. 

Mr.  JoHKBOir,  of  Kentucky,  in  a  few  remarks, 
explained  the  grounds    the  bUl. 

Mr,  Wiu»  made  a  short  speech  In  opposition 
to  it,  chiefly  on  the  ground  that  it  went  to  in- 
crease  the  number  of  clerks  in  the  Commissariat 
Departinent,  and  to  raise  the  salaries  of  some 
of  them. 

Mr.  Thowoh,  of  Ohio,  ezpli^ed  uid  vindi- 
cated the  grounds  on  which  the  bill  had  been 
rmwted. 

Mr.  Vanok  supported  the  bUl^  urging  the 
necesfflty  of  its  passage,  as  the  present  law  for 
supplying  the  army  would  ei^ra  in  March  next. 
He  BpcA:e  with  high  oommenoation  of  the  exist- 
ing state  <^  the  commissariat  of  the  army ;  In 


[AsMUar,  1884. 

proof  of  which  the  books  would  show  that  the 
entire  wastage  in  the  supply  of  the  wb(de  of 
oar  military  posts  amounted  to  less  than  one 
per  cent.  He  contrasted  with  this  the  state  of 
things  under  the  old  system — in  which  twelve 
per  cent,  was  allowed  in  taming  over  stores 
to  a  new  contractor ;  and  the  defalcations  on 
the  part  of  commissaries,  he  said,  were  enor- 
mous. As  to  the  subject  of  clerks,  he  adverted 
to  the  increase  of  business  in  the  department, 
fh)m  its  having  been  charged  witii  the  supply 
of  rations  for  the  Indians.  He  bore  honorable 
testimony  to  the  ability,  fidelity,  and  diligence 
of  the  officer  and  clerks  now  in  employ  In  that 
branch  of  the  public  service.  Better  officers 
were  not  to  be  found  in  any  department  of  the 
Government. 

Mr.  MoKxT,  of  Korth  Carolina,  opposed  the 
bilL  The  present  law,  he  said,  womd  not  ex- 
pire till  the  close  of  the  next  session ;  so  there 
could  be  no  haste  in  the  case.  He  was  not  op- 
posed to  tlie  general  system  of  supplying  the 
army,  but  objected  to  the  mode  in  which  the 
law  was  executed.  The  commissaries  were 
ninety-seven,  instead  of  fiftr  in  nmnber,  as  had 
been  provided  by  the  act  of  IBfil..  was  op- 
posed to  taking  so  many  officers  from  the  Une 
of  the  army.  Besides,  the  assistant  quartw^ 
masters  ought  to  be  required  to  do  the  duty  of 
assistant  oranmissaries. 

Mr.  Spbioht  concurred  in  the  commendation 
of  the  clerks,  but  wished  the  further  considwa< 
tion  of  the  bill  postponed  to  Tuesday. 

Mr.  B.  M.  JoHNsoH  replied  to  Mr.  MoKat, 
insisting  that  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
commissaries  formed  no  objection  whatever  to 
the  bill.  The  country  had  lost  thousands — ^jrea, 
millions — ^by  the  foolish  economy  of  employing 
too  few  officers,  for  fear  of  the  expense  of  th^ 
salaries.  He  compared  the  public  service,  in 
this  respect,  to  the  management  of  a  large  farm, 
whose  owner  must  lose  lai^ly  if  he  r^iised  to 
employ  the  requisite  number  of  hands  on  his 
estate.  He  passed  a  high  eulogium  on  the 
present  head  of  the  commissariat,  (General  Gib- 
son,)* and  bore  testimony  to  the  great  accuracy 
of  his  accounts  while  so  many  millions  were 
passingthrongh  his  hands. 

Mr.  Blair,  of  South  Carolina,  concurred  in 
the  views  of  Mr.  MoELat,  and  moved  to  recom- 
mit the  bilL 

Mr.  P.  0.  FuLLUR,  of  New  York,  thought  it 
would  be  best  to  have  two  separate  bills  for  the 
two  distinct  olgeots  comprised  in  the  present 
one. 

Mr.  Yakgb  wished  distinctly  to  onderstand 
whether  the  object  of  those  who  opposed  the 
bill  was  to  take  the  supply  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  officms  of  the  army,  saA.  gjve  it  to  private 
oitixens! 


*  General  Oeorge  Olbeon,  of  FeanqrlTudA,  ui  officer  of 
tbe  amy  finr  half  a  oeatnrf,  iWng  Uiroiisli  evair  grade,  and 
anoraami&ttoaveiyone.  Hewaa  appointed  OommlaBary 
Oeunl  at  tlw  MtaUlibimiit  of  tike  i^Btem  In  1881,  and  aUU 
tatalDS  ttte  piece  wUh  ualTeiial  epprobaUcHL 


Tilt  Army  Captmiuarul — Oemeral  Oeorge  Oiiton. 
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DeaA  of  Mr.  Whi. 


[H.  or  B. 


Ur.  HoEat  expired,  and  seemed  to  dis- 
claim stich  a  purpose. 

Mr.  Yanob  went  on  to  defend  the  bin,  and 
again  referred  to  the  vices  of  the  old  system. 
In  illostration  of  which,  he  said  that  he  had  re- 
cently examined  what  is  called  '*the  Black 
Book,"  containing  the  list  of  defaulters  to  the 
GoTcmment,  and  foond  there  an  amount  of 
fifteen  millions  lost  to  the  Gorernment  in  this 
department  of  the  serrioe  alone.  Now,  there 
was  not  the  deftloation  of  one  dollar.  As  to 
the  expiration  of  the  present  law,  the  Oommis- 
urj  General  himsdf  was  nnder  apprehen- 
sion that  it  would  happen  on  the  lat  of  Kerch 
next. 

Mr.  Blaib  did  not  wish  to  change  the  existing 
organization  of  the  staff,  but  oiuy  to  alter  the 
bill  in  some  of  its  detmls. 

Hr.  WiLDB  offered  instructions  to  the  Mili- 
tary Committee  to  report  two  distinct  bills,  in 
lieu  of  that  now  before  the  Honse.  He  con- 
onrred  with  Mr.  Vanoe  in  his  hearty  approba- 
tion of  the  existing  system;  but  objected  to 
some  features  of  the  bill,  and  was  opposed  to 
all  indefinite  le^alation. 

ySx.  ^TSBMTTt  at  Vermont,  wished  tlie  bill  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  "Whole^  where  it 
would  receive  all  neo^eary  amendments. 

Ur.  BukiB  thought  it  conld  be  better  amend- 
ed in  the  Military  Committee. 

Mr.  Miller,  of  Pennsylvania,  replied  to  Mr. 
MoK»,  and  advocated  the  bilL  ETe  had  heard 
no  reason  why  the  number  of  commissaries  pro- 
posed was  too  great ;  no  abuse  was  charged ; 
on  the  contrary,  all  i^^'eed  in  commending  the 
adminiatration  of  the  whole  department.  As 
to  indefinite  le^slation,  it  was  an  oUection 
whloh  ^»^ied  equally  to  most  oi  the  bills  pass- 
ed in  the  SoaB& 

Mr.  Wabd  advooated  the  bill  with  great 
warmth,  and  oonid  not  eonceive  how  any  ra- 
^i(mal  being  oonld  wish  it  divided.  As  to  the 
clerk's  salaries,  it  only  placed  them  on  a  foot- 
ing with  the  other  clerks  in  the  War  Depart- 
ment It  was  time,  after  so  many  weeks,  that 
the  House  began  to  do  something. 

Mr.  WixDS  said  that  if  his  rationality  was  to 
be  measnred  by  his  not  desiring  tfa^  bill  to  be 
divided,  he  must  conclude,  with  Dr.  Franklin, 
that  the  Almighty  had  not  endned  man  with 
reasonjbnt  oauj  with  a  ewBible  instinot 

Mr.  w  ABD  e^luned,  uid  disclaimed  person- 
ality in  the  remarks  he  had  made, 

Mr.  Wiun  thought  the  gentleman  mistaken 
in  snppoidng  that  the  bill  only  placed  the  clerks 
on  tiie  same  footing  with  others.  It  gave  them 
more;  and  the  Honse  would  immeaiat^  be 
^plied  to,  to  raise  the  salaries  of  other  derks 
in  like  manner. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  instructions 
moved  by  Mr.  Wilde,  and  negatived. 

The  bUl  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  ASain,  without  instrnctions. 


YoL.  XII.^8 


TnuBSDAT,  February  90. 
Death  of  Mr.  Wirt. 

After  the  reading  of  the  journal, 

Mr.  Masok,  of  Virginia,  rose  and  sidd :  Mr. 
Speaker,  it  baa  become  my  melancholy  duty  to 
aclvert  to  a  recent  dispensation  which  has  de- 
prived the  bar  and  the  country  of  one  of  the 
greatest  ornaments-  of  both :  I  allude  to  the 
death  of  William  Wirt  1  The  fimeial  ceremony 
takes  place  this  day,  and  It  is  the  wish  of  many 
members  of  this  Honse  to  pay  that  tribute  w 
respect  to  bis  memory  which  all  feel  to  be  due 
— the  accompanying  of  bis  mortal  remains  to 
the  tomb.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  pronounce 
a  eulogium — en  unnettessary  enlogium  on  the 
deceased ;  but  I  may  be  permitted  to  speak  <^ 
his  urbanity  of  manners,  his  fidelity  to  his 
friendship,  his  gentleness  of  disposition,  his 
benevolence  of  heart,  and  of  those  eminent  lit- 
erary attainments  which  have  shed  so  brif^  a 
lustre  on  his  country. 

It  is  due  to  the  exalted  merits,  to  the  virtues, 
and  to  the  parity  of  mind  and  heart  of  the  la- 
meated  and  Illustrious  dead,  that  some  rional 
mark  of  public  respect  shoold  be  awarded  to 
his  name.  To  ns,  in  YirginiSj  where  the  prime 
of  his  life  was  passed,  and  where  his  exam^to 
can  have,  as  it  has  had,  the  most  beneficial 
effects,  the  honor  rendered  to  him  will  be  the 
more  pecidiarly  gratifying. 

Mr.  Speaker^  1  move  that  the  Hooae  do  now 
adjourn. 

And  the  Honse  amounted.  ' 


Fbidat,  Febntary  31. 

Buhgwm  on  Mr.  Wirt. 

When  the  Spxaxkb  had  called  the  House  to 
order- 
Mr.  AoiMfl,  of  Massachusetts,  addressed  him, 
before  the  reading  of  the  Jonmal,  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker :  A  rule  of  this  Honse  directs 
that  the  Speaker  shall  examine  and  correct  the 
journal  before  it  is  read.  I  therefore  now  rise, 
not  to  make  a  motion,  nor  to  offer  a  resolution, 
but  to  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of  this  House 
to  address  to  you  a  few  words,  with  a  view  to 
an  addition  which  I  wish  to  be  made  to  the 
journal,  of  the  a4Joumment  of  the  House  yes- 
terday. 

The  Speaker,  I  preemne,  wonld  n<^  foA  him- 
self antiiorized  to  make  the  addition  in  tiie  Jomv 
nal  which  I  propose,  without  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  House ;  and  I  therefore  now 
propose  it  before  the  reading  of  the  jonmaL 

I  ask  that,  after  the  statemrat  of  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House,  there  be  added  to  the  joar- 
nal  words  importing  that  it  was  to  give  -the 
Speaker  and  members  of  the  House  an  (^mm^ 
nity  of  attending  tiie  ftmeral  obaeqniea  of  THl- 
liam  Wirt 

At  the  a^onmmentof  the  Honse  ml  Wednea- 
diqr,  I  did  not  know  what  the  arranganentB' 
wwe,  or  wonld  be,  for  that  momofkil  oeremo' 
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nj.  Had  I  known  them,  I  ihoiild  have  moved 
a  postooned  adjoarmnent,  which  would  have 
enabled  as  to  join  in  the  duty  of  paying  the  last 
trtttate  of  respect  to  the  remains  of  a  man  who 
was  tax  ornament  of  his  country  and  of  human 
natore. 

The  cQstoms  of  this  and  of  the  other  Honae  of 
Congress  warrant  the  snspeDsion  of  their  daily 
labors  in  the  pnblio  service,  for  attendance  upon 
f  aneral  rites,  only  in  cases  of  the  decease  of  their 
own  membera.  To  extend  tiie  usage  farther 
inkiht  be  attended  with  incoavenioiceas  a  pre- 
oeamt ;  nw  sbonld  I  have  (dt  myself  warnmt- 
ed  in  asking  it  open  any  common  occasion. 

Hr.  Wirt  had  never  been  a  member  of  either 
House  of  Congress.  But  if  his  form  in  marble, 
or  his  portnut  nptm.  canvas,  were  placed  with- 
in these  walls,  a  suitable  in.scriptioQ  for  it  would 
be  that  of  the  statue  of  Moli^re  in  the  hall  of  the 
French  Academy— "  Nothing  was  wanting  to 
glory ;  he  was  wanting  to  oars." 

l£e.  Wirt  had  never  been  a  member  of  Con- 
gress ;  but  for  a  period  of  twelve  years,  during 
two  snccessive  aaministrations  of  the  National 
Gbvemment,  he  Iiad  been  the  official  and  con- 
fidential adviser,  npon  all  qnestlons  of  law,  of 
the  ihe^entB  tiie  Uidted  States;  and  he 
bad  discharged  the  duties  of  that  station  entire- 
ly to  the  satisfaction  of  those  officers  and  of  the 
country.  No  member  of  this  House  needs  to 
be  renunded  how  important  are  the  duties  of 
the  Attorney-General  of  the  United  States,  nor 
ri^  I  contradiction  in  affirming  that  ther  were 
never  more  ably  or  more  faitbflilly  dlaoharged 
than  by  Mr.  Wirt 

If  a  mind  stored  with  all  the  learning  appro- 
priate to  the  profession  of  the  law,  and  decorat- 
ed with  idl  the  elegance  of  classical  literature — 
if  a  spirit  imbued  with  the  senabilities  of  alolty 
patriotism,  and  chastened  by  the  meditations 
oS  a  profound  pbilosophy — ^if  a  brilliant  imagi- 
nation, a  discerning  intellect,  a  eonnd  judgment, 
an  inde&tigable  capacity,  and  vigorous  energy 
of  (^nilieation,  vivined  with  an  ease  and  rapidi- 
ty of  elocution,  copious  without  redundance, 
and  sdeot  without  affectation— if  all  these, 
united  with  a  sportive  vein  of  humor,  an  in- 
offenmve  temper,  and  an  angelic  purity  of 
heart — if  all  these,  in  their  combination,  are 
the  qualities  suitable  for  an  Attorney-General 
of  the  United  States,  in  him  th^  were  all 
eminently  combined. 

But  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  pronounce  his 
eal(«y.  That  pleasing  task  has  been  aangned 
to  aUer  lumdsj  and  to  a  mora  aoitable  occasiim. 
He  wUl  there  be  presented  in  other,  though  not 
less  intwesting  lights.  As  tiie  penetrating  de- 
lineator of  manners  and  character  in  the  British 
Spy — as  the  biogrq>her  of  Patrick  Henry,  dedi- 
cated to  the  yonn^  men  of  your  native  common- 
wealth— as  tiie  fnend  and  delight  of  the  social 
circle — as  the  husband  and  father  in  the  bosom 
of  a  happy,  but  now  most  afflicted  family — in 
all  these  characters  I  have  known,  admired,  and 
loved  him ;  and  now,  witnessing,  from  the  very 
^rii^Unrt  ci  thia  hall,  tiie  last  act  of  ple^  and 
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affection  over  bis  remains,  I  have  felt  ai;  if  this 
House  could  scarcely  fulfil  its  high  and  honor- 
able duties  to  the  country  which  he  had  served, 
without  some  slight,  be  it  but  a  transient,  no- 
tice of  his  decease.  The  addition  which  I  pro- 
pose to  the  journal,  of  yesterday's  adioumment, 
would  be  such  a  notice.  It  would  nve  his 
name  an  honorable  place  on  the  recoi  ded  an- 
nals of  his  oonntry,  in  a  manner  equally  simple 
and  expressive.  I  will  only  add  that,  white  I 
feel  it  peculiarly  incumbent  upon  me  to  make 
this  proposal,  I  am  sensible  that  it  is  not  a  fit 
snbject  for  debate ;  and,  if  objected  to,  I  denre 
you  to  consider  it  as  withdrawn. 

The  Chair  stated  that  the  rule,  in  reference 
to  the  Journal  which  had  been  read,  referred  to 
the  duties  of  tiie  Speaker  when  out  of  the  chiur, 
not  in  it.  The  Speaker  had  not  felt  himself 
warranted  to  insert  any  further  record  in  the 
journal  of  yesterday  tiian  the  simple  fact  of  the 
at^oumment ;  but  if  it  was  the  pleasure  of  the 
House  that  the  clause  proposed  should  be  add- 
ed, the  Chair  woidd  most  cheerfully  assent 

Mr  J.  K.  Mann,  of  Fenn^lvania,  objectin^^ 

Mr.  Blais,  of  Sontii  Oarolina,  inqaired  wheth- 
er the  pleasure  ot  the  Honae  oonld  be  obstruct- 
ed by  uie  olntjeotion  of  a  dngle  member  t 

Hie  OnaiB  said  that,  if  a  motion  should  be 
made,  a  m^orityof  the  Honae  coilld,  of  conrae^ 
have  ihmx  journal  modified  to  suit  their  own 
pleasure. 

Mr.  Adaub  then  observed,  that  he  had  hoped 
no  objection  would  have  been  made ;  but  as  it 
seemed  not  to  be  susttuned  by  tiie  gener^  senae 
of  the  House,  he  would  renew  his  motion  that 
the  clause  he  had  read  be  added  to  the  Jonxnal 
of  yesterday's  proceedings. 

The  question  being  put,  it  was  agreed  to 
without  a  division,  (by  nearly  a  nnanimooa 
vote.) 

Mrs.  Siuan  Deeatw. 

Thia  bill  was,  as  heretofore  whenever  before 

the  House,  the  sul^ect  of  a  protracted  discus- 
^on. 

Mr.  Patton,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affwrs,  opened  the  ease  on  behalf  of  Mrs.  De- 
catur, and  the  other  persons  concerned,  imd  wont 
into  detail  of  the  circumstances  of  the  ex- 
ploit,to  reward  which  the  bill  was  reported. 
Mr.  P.  then  went  into  the  consideration  of  a 
constitutional  objection  which  had  formerly 
been  orged  in  opposition  to  the  bill.  He  next 
explained  and  defended  the  dispodtion  of  the 
reward  among  tiie  daimanta :  end  dosed  with 
a  warm  and  merited  commendation  ot  tiie  valor 
and  enterprise  of  Commodore  Decutmr. 

Mr.  Cbanx,  though  not  opposed  to  the  appro- 
priation of  the  snm  proposed,  objected  strongly 
to  the  proportions  in  wnich  the  money  was  to 
be  shared.  The  bill  asugned  to  the  commander 
the  lion's  share.  In  such  an  expedition,  the 
services  of  the  men  were  of  great  value,  and 
they  ought  to  receive  in  analogy  to  the  provie- 
ions  of  the  prize  law. 

Mr.  Pabkbs  relied,  and  defoided  tiie  UU. 
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He  insisted  that  the  great  glory  of  this  exploit 
lay  in  the  chivalry  and  enthnnasm  of  the  officer 
who  pkmied  and  conducted  the  expedition. 
The  men,  hy  this  bill,  would  get  twice  what 
they  wonld  hare  beoi  entitled  to  uider  the 
prize  law,  had  the  Teasel  been  brought  ont. 

Jfr.  OkiLToir,  in  oppoaitioii  to  the  bill, 
argoed  that  Decatnr  had  received  the  high- 
est reward,  in  promotion,  bme,  and  fortnne ; 
and  that  he  never  in  his  lifetnne  had  tibonght 
of  urging  any  SQch  claim. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hawes,  the  committee  then 
rose,  reported  pn^^resa^  and  had  leave  to  sit 


Tvmtjf-Seetmd  of  F^muj/ry. 

Hr.  Thomas,  of  Looimana,  observed,  that 
to-morrow  was  the  &2d,  a  day  when  it  was  not 
usual  for  public  bodies  to  sit.  He  therefore 
wished  to  move  that  the  House,  when  it  did 
amount,  would  w^oum  to  Monday  next. 

Objection  being  made,  the  mle  was  saspend- 
ed — Qyesll4,noes7;  and  thereopoa  the  House 
a^ooriud  over  to  Monday. 


THCB8Di.T,  February  27. 

EoBKET  B.  OakpbeUj  a  member  elect  from 
Bouth  Carolina,  in  the  {uace  of  Mr.  Sinolbton, 
deoeasedf  q;>peared,  waa  awcm,  and  took  his 
seat 

SMolvXvmary  Claiau. 

The  Hoow  proceeded  to  the  oonrideration 
d  the  UU,  reported  on  the  80th  January,  by 
the  Oommittee  on  Bevolutionary  dafana, 

[The  blU  was  read.] 

Ur.  FiBBOB,  of  Kew  Hampshire,  thanked  the 
House  for  having  kindly  deferred,  on  the  sog- 
gestion  of  his  indispoBition,  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  which  had  just  been  read ;  and  he 
felt'  under  particular  ooligBtions  for  the  gener- 
ous courtesy  manifested  on  that  occasion  by 
the  gentleman  from  Yimnia,  a  friend  of  Hie 
bill,  (Mr.  Masoit,)  upon  hu  right.  He  had  ex- 
pressed, tiie  other  atj,  when  moriog  the  post^ 
ponemoit  of  the  bill,  hia  otmv^on  that  it  had 
Men  passed  to  a  tbird  readhig  without  having 
received  all  the  consideration  due  to  its  im- 
portance. That  conviction  had  been  strength- 
ened by  fbrther  examination  and  subsequent 
reflection.  Nothing,  however,  bat  a  sense  of 
what  he  conceived  to  he  liis  duty  as  an  humble 
member  of  tliat  body,  could  have  induced  him 
to  arrest  its  progress  then,  or  now  to  ask,  for  a 
few  moment^  the  indulgence  of  the  House.  He 
should  be  bri^  in  hia  remarks,  having  nothing 
to  say  for  political  effect,  or  for  home  consump- 
tion ;  but,  with  the  opinions  he  entert^ed  of 
the  bill,  he  should  do  iigostice  to  himself  did  he 
pmnit  it  to  ^was  ««&  tUentto,  fteUe  and  nua- 
vsdliiw  aa  hu  voice  mig^t  prove.  He  had 
hoped  that  its  importance,  and  the  new  order 
of  tfatDgs  to  be  haa.  under  {%  would  have  oaUed 


up  some  gentlemen  whose  experience  and 
whose  reputation  might  have  insured  general 
attention.  He  had  waited  to  the  last  moment, 
and  waited  in  vun ;  and  now,  upon  its  passage^ 
he  called  upon  gentlemen  to  pause  before  the^ 
proceeded  to  provide,  by  presumption,  for  aatis- 
fjiag  claims  of  any  character,  from  any  qnarter. 

P.  sud  he  was  not  insensible  of  the 
advantages  with  which  the  bill  now  under 
consideration  came  before  the  House.  It  came, 
as  he  understood,  with  the  unai^ous  appro- 
bation of  a  oomnuttee  entitied  to  the  most 
entire  respect ;  and  it  related  to  services,  tiie 
very  mention  of  which  moved  our  pride  and 
our  gratitude.  They  were  services  beyond  all 
prdse,  and  above  aU  price.  He  spoke  of  the 
revolutionary  services  generally.  But  while 
warm  and  glowing  with  the  rioriona  reeolleo- 
tions  which  a  recurrence  to  that  period  never 
Aula  to  awaken ;  wlule  we  oherian  with  a&o- 
ticot  and  reverence  the  memwy  of  the  brave 
men  of  that  day,  now  no  more ;  while  we 
would  grant,  most  cheerfully  gran^  to  their 
heirs  all  that  is  Jostly  doe ;  and  while  we  do 
extend  to  those  who  still  survive  our  grateM 
thanks,  and  our  treasure  also,  he  trusted  we 
should  not,  in  the  fall  impulse  of  generous  feel- 
ing, disregard  what  was  due  from  the  gentie- 
man  compomng  this  Honse  as  the  deaocodanta 
of  such  men. 

What,  then,  sir,  sud  Hr.  P.,  are  the  objects 
to  be  answered  by  the  bilL  and  what  are  ita 
invvidona?  The  generd  oi^eot  la  plainly  and 
briefly  stated  in  the  introduction  «  tibe  com- 
mittee's report.   They  say : 

"  Finding  many  petitions  before  them  asking  th^ 
commotBition  of  fire  gears'  full  pay,  promised  by  the 
resda^n  of  Congress  of  the  22d  of  ICBrcb,  1768, 
to  oertidn  officers  of  the  revolutionaiy  aimy,  tiiey 
have  been  induced,  by  seveial  conaideritiona,  to  pre- 
sent to  the  House  a  bill ;  the  olject  of  wUch  is,  to 
remove  these  and  some  ottier  riodlar  chums  from  the 
action  <k  the  committee  and  of  Cwgrefls,  and  have 
them  settled  at  the  Treasury  Department." 

Mr.  P.  would  not  be  diqwaed  at  any  tim«^ 
much  less  was  he  ^sposed  now,  when  so  much 
was  said  as  to  the  tendency  of  power,  uid  of 
patronage,  and  o£  Te^xmsibility  to  the  Exeo- 
ative,  to  cast  from  us  any  duties  which  have 
l^n  performed,  or  any  responsibilitiea  which 
have  hitiierto  rested  here,  unless  the  reaaooa 
for  such  transfer  shall  ai^iear  obidooa  and  ooor 
elusive.  » 

It  was  more  tlum  fifty  years  since  the  passage 
of  the  resolution  referred  to  by  the  ocnnmittee 
as  the  foundation  of  commutation  daims.  The 
subject  of  making  suitable  provinon  for  the  o$' 
oers  of  the  army  of  the  Bevtdution  waa  one  oi 
the  deepest  and  most  intenae  Interest,  not  only 
to  the  offioera  themselves,  bnt  to  the  countrjr 
generally,  fnm  1778  down  to  the  passage  <n 
the  oommutation  resolve  <^  1788.  Mr.  P. 
apprehended  that  iadividnala,  having  substan- 
tud  claims  against-  the  Government  did  not 
oftenremdnbmglnlgnorauoeofthe&ct:  and 
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Ae  was  curioas  to  know  bow  it  happened  that 
these  claims  had  slombered  daring  the  whole 
<tf  this  period.  Conndering  the  ireqaency  and 
earnestness  with  which  the  anl^eot  was  urged 
npon  Congress  bjr  the  Father  of  his  Country, 
and  the  anxiety  with  which  it  was  regarded  by 
the  officers  themselves,  it  was  not  to  be  pre- 
nmied  that  any  were  so  listless  as  to  remain  in 
the  dark  with  regard  to  their  own  rights.  In 
his  judgment,  it  was  reasonable  to  snppose  that 
the  number  of  legal  and  just  clwma  woald,  by 
this  time,  have  been  so  far  diminished,  as  to 
leave  little  for  the  action  of  Congress  or  of  any 
department. 

Since,  however,  that  which  might  naturally 
have  been  expected  to  oocor  seemw  not  to  have 
obt^ned  in  this  particular  instance,  he  knew 
not  that  he  ahould  have  raised  any  particular 
objections  to  sending  the  ol&ims  to  the  Treasury 
Department,  provided  they  were  to  go  there 
relying  upon  their  merits,  and  depending  for 
tiieir  allowance  upon  evidence  orainarily  re- 
quired of  revolutionary  services,  and  not  upon 
presumptions.  If  the  bill  did  not  embrace  the 
rales  that  are  to  be  regarded  as  fixed  principles, 
and  to  which  he  trusted  he  should  be  able  to 
satisfy  the  House  there  were  strong,  if  not 
insnnnonntable  objections,  it  would  still  be 
exceptionable.  He  understood  that  it  was  not 
formerly  the  practice  of  Congress  to  sdlow 
interest  npon  these  olaims,  even  where  they 
werft  brought  by  saUsfkotory  evidence  within 
the  provifflons  of  the  resolution  of  1788 ;  and 
it  straek  him  that  a  different  practice  never 
should  have  obt^ed,  except  in  cases  where  the 
claimant  famished  snflBcient  reason  for  his 
delay,  showing  that  It  was  attributable  to  no 
fkult  or  negligence  on  his  part.  If  correct  in 
this  view,  it  would  be  dearly  wrong  to  sanction 
the  principle,  generally,  as  is  provi^  by  the 
third  section  of  the  bill. 

In  speaking  of  what  he  considered  to  be  the 
most  objectionable  features  of  the  bill,  lir.  P. 
said  he  should  confine  himself  chiefly  to  its 
operation  upon  those  who  were  entitled  to 
half-pi^  fSor  life^  under  the  resolve  of  1760,  at 
the  second  important  change  in  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  army  after  its  establishment ;  and 
to  some  portion  of  the  history  of  the  subseqaent 
action  of  Congress  upon  the  subjects  it  might 
be  proper  for  him  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House.  By  the  resolution  just  referred  to, 
those  who  were  reduced  by  the  arrangement 
which  then  took  place,  as  well  as  those  who 
served  to  the  close  of  the  war,  were  entitled 
to  half-pay  for  life.  That  this  provision  was 
made  under  very  peculiar  circumstances,  was 
matter  of  history ;  and  it  was  well  known  to 
all  within  the  reach  of  his  voice  that  it  was 
regarded  with  jealousy  and  dissatisfaction,  both 
hy  the  soldim,  who  had  bdiaved  with  eqnal 
-nlor,  and  endured  eoual  hardships,  and  by  the 
dticens  generally.  Th^  regarded  it  as  anti- 
repnUioan ;  they  fhoi^bt  it  setting  up,  in  the 
then  yoniu  repnblio,  invidious  distanotions, 
and  eatabliahlng,  for  tiiat  generation  at  least, 
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a  privileged  and  pensioned  class,  inconsistent 
with  the  eqoal  rights  for  which  tney  had  been 
contending,  and  at  variance  with  the  genius 
and  spirit  of  such  a  Qovarmuent  as  they  hoped 
to  see  estaUished  and  maintained. 

In  Haroh,  1788,  a  change  was  made ;  and 
what  was  the  moving  cause  of  that  chai^t 
A  memorial  Arom  the  officers  themselves.  The 
preamble  of  the  resolution  recites  that,  "  where- 
as the  officers  of  the  several  lines,  under  the 
immediate  command  of  his  excellency  Gene- 
ral Washington,  did,  by  their  late  memorial 
transmitted  by  their  oommitee,  represent  to 
Congress  that  the  half-pay  granted  by  sundry 
resolutions  was  regarded  in  an  onfavorable  light 
by  the  citizens  of  some  of  these  State^  who 
vtoald  prefer  a  compensation  for  a  limited  term 
of  years,  or  by  a  sum  in  gross,  to  an  establish- 
ment for  life,"  &a  To  sati^  Qia  memorialists 
and  the  country,  five  years^  fiul  pay  was  granted 
in  lieu  of  half  pay  for  life ;  and  it  is  for  this 
commatation  that  petitions  are  now  pouring  in 
upon  you,  and  claims  arising  under  the  resolu- 
tion just  referred  to,  and  those,  the  at^ustment 
of  which  the  bill  proposes  to  tranrfer  to  the 
Treasnry  Department,  with  rules  of  evidence 
which  might  possibly  fadlitate,  as  the  committee 
suppose,  the  allowance  of  some  just  claims; 
bat  which  will,  at  the  same  time,  open  a  wide 
door  fo^  imposition,  and  for  the  assertion  of 
rights  which  have  no  or  eqnitable  foando- 
tion,  and  which  may  stm  be  honestly  ur^d  by 
the  h^  of  deceased  officers.    Sir,  aaid  Mr. 

is  it  not  admitted  by  the  report  that  this 
will  be  the  operation,  to  some  extent  ?  Speak- 
ing of  these  rules,  the  committee  say : 

"  It  is  possible  that  tiiwr  universal  implication 
may  lead  to  the  allowance  of  some  claims 
which  do  not  come  strietiy  within  the  original 
terms.  Bnt  this  will  be  no  new  evil ;  and  it  is 
certain  that,  if  they  ore  not  applied,  many  just 
claims  must  be  rejected  for  the  want  of  te<uani- 
cal  proof!"  To  the  correctness  of  this  lost 
clause^  he  most  be  excused  for  withhfdding  his 
assents 

If  evil  has  heret(^bre  arisen,  or  ia  liable  to 
arise,  from  implication  ot  the  aaid  rules  of 
evidence,  is  that  now  to  be  used  as  an  argu- 
ment in  favor  of  teansferring  dnties  from  the 
House  to  one  of  the  departments,  and  transfer- 
ring them  with  instractions  binding  the  Secre- 
tary, and  making  certain  tbe  continuuice  of 
the  evilt  He  trusted  not.  If  presomptioUf 
and  not  evidence,  was  to  be  the  ground  on 
which  claims  are  to  be  allowed,  in  any  instance, 
would  it  not  be  more  wise  to  retain  them  here, 
where  a  spirit  of  ^berality,  and  yet  a  sound 
discretion,  may  be  exercised  in  each  particular 
case,  according  to  its  circamstances,  than  to 
^ve  them  a  direction  anywhere  else,  accom- 
panied by  instructions  which  it  was  admitted 
might  lead,  and  which,  in  his  humble  Jadg- 
ment,  would  inevitably  lead,  to  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  many  anjust  clidms  f 

Ag^  the  committee  say : 

"If  there  is  any  apprehension  that  the  priufplea 
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Iiere  declared  are  too  liberal,  it  mxifit  be  recollected 
tbat  the  tendency  of  legislation  for  individual  claims 
is  confltantljr  to  enlarge  the  bams  of  rigtit;  while 
tiie  effect  of  transferring  them  to  another  tribunal, 
more  judicial  in  its  character,  will  i^obably  be  to 
retdn  that  bash  enentUIy  within  die  Umits  fixed 
ftttha  moment  of  tranaftr,  If^  therefore,  it  ihoald 
be  sappowd,  or  eren  a^itted,  tiiat  the  principles 
MKTted  Id  the  bill  are  more  liberal  than  the  pres- 
ent practice  of  CongTesa,  it  may  be  coDtidered  cer- 
tain that,  in  its  continued  action,  they  would  toon 
be  sarpaased  in  liberality,** 

That  is,  if  we  are  tcting  upon  too  liberal 

Erinciples — too  much  upon  presDmption — we 
ad  better  at  once  seod  out  these  presninptiona 
to  be  the  guide  of  others  than  longer  to  trust 
onrselves.  Why  f  Because  "  the  tendency  of 
legislation  for  individual  clauns  is  constantly 
to  enlarge  the  basis  of  right ;  "  and  we  are  in 
danger  of  being  farther  from  those  principles 
which  should  govern  prudent  legislators,  watch- 
fid  of  the  interast  of  those  whom  thej  represent 
as  Hav  wonld  be  of  their  own,  than  we  now 
•en.  Mr.  P.  said,  however  Just  tiiis  night  be 
in  point  of  fiwt,  be  was  not  yet  prepared  to 
admit  it  as  pnneiple  of  action ;  and,  while  no 
one  would  I^d  hia  support  more  readily  to  any 
claim  that  might  come  here  sustained  by  proper 
evidence,  he  trusted  the  correctness  of  such  a 
proposition  might  never  find  support  in  any 
vote  of  his. 

Speaking  of  the  operation  of  the  linutation 
acts,  the  committee  say  further : 

"  Driven  from  the  ordinary  means  of  redress,  in- 
dividual claimants,  from  lime  to  time,  resorted  to 
Ckingresa  for  relief.  At  first,  it  may  have  been  a 
matter  of  consideration  and  of  serious  question 
whether  relief  shoold  be  afforded  after  the  limita- 
tion had  expired,  and  the  party  was  at  least  htM  to 
account  for  bis  delay ;  but  in  process  of  time,  it 
became,  as  it  now  is,  a  matter  of  course  to  grant 
relief  in  every  case  in  which  tho  claimant  brings 
Idmself,  by  proof,  within  the  terms  of  the  resolu- 
tions on  which  the  claim  Is  founded,  and  has  not 
been  already  paid." 

Kr.  P.  trusted  that  wrong  practice  and  pre- 
cedent founded  in  error  were  not  to  be  r^arded 
as  guides  here.  He  solemnly  believed  that,  if 
precedent  and  practico  were  to  be  relied  upon, 
gentlemen  might  readily  find  jusUficatiou  for 
going  almost  any  length  in  any  direction. 

In  the  case  before  ute  House,  it  was  bo  exceed- 
ingly probable  that  all  claims  founded  in  right 
were  a^jnsted,  and  so  fallible  and  nnoertain  was 
human  teat^o&T,  after  a  h^se  of  fifty  years, 
that  he  had  no  nesitaMon  in  declaring  it  was 
his  firm  conviction  that  the  fbrmer  course  was 
the  proper  one ;  and  that  applicants,  who  came 
in  after  the  extension  act  of  1792,  should  always 
have  been  held  to  acconnt  for  Uieir  delay.  It 
was  not,  of  course,  intended  to  ^ve  commuta- 
tion to  thoee,  or  the  heirs  of  those,  who  received 
certificates  in  1784^  or  who  have,  at  any  time 
since,,  under  any  circumstanoea,  received  oom- 
]nntw(HL 

Befbra  examining  mora  partlcnlarly  the  pre- 
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sumptions  which  this  bill  directs  the  Secretary 
to  assume,  let  us  consider,  for  a  moment,  wh^ 
are  the  natural  presumptions  in  the  case.  The 
commutation  provided  for  by  the  resolution  of 
1788  was  originally  directed  to  be  adjusted  by 
oommissioners,  or  other  acconnling  officers,  ap- 
pointed by  OongresB ;  and  it  was  snpposed  that 
certificates  were  almost  universally  granted  in 
1784.  Why  should  it  not  have  been  so  }  They 
were  ready,  upon  applioation  and  the  prodnction 
ot  the  proper  evidence ;  and  he  put  it  to  the 
Honse,  whether  the  provisions  of  that  resolo- 
tion,  and  the  rights  accruing  under  it,  coudder^ 
ing  the  circumstances  under  whioh  it  was 
passed,  upon  the  application  of  the  oflScers 
themselves,  must  not  have  been  known  to 
every  officer  living  within  the  limits  of  the 
United  States?  Mr,  P.  thought  it  utterly  in- 
credible that  it  shoiild  have  been  otherwise. 
Whenever  there  had  been  any  action  upon  the 
Bulnect  of  pensions,  in  later  times,  what  period 
had  elapsed  before  that  action,  whether  favor- 
able or  unfavorable,  and  almost  every  particular 
attending  it,  had,  through  one  channel  or  an- 
otlier,  reached  the  hnmUe  dwelling  of  every 
survivor  of  that  noUe  band?  Bu^  upon  the 
supposition  that,  from  their  remote  situation 
from  the  acoounting  officers,  some  might,  by 
pos^bility,  have  been  prednded  from  obtaining 
their  rights,  an  act  was  passed  on  the  27th  of 
March,  1792,  suspendiag  the  operation  of  t&e 
limitation  acts  for  two  years ;  and,  under  tMs 
extensiou,  remaining  claims,  or  such  ea  were 
presented,  were  adjusted  at  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, by  what  were  then  termed  *'  certifi- 
cates of  registered  debt.**  Agiun,  he  inquired 
whether  it  was  within  the  bounds  of  reasonable 
probability  that  any  olums  were  held  up  after 
this  period,  if  they  were  ever  intended  to  be 
enfcotwd!  Sir,  said  MK  P.,  it  is  to  be  re- 
membered that,  during  all  this  time,  it  was  not, 
as  it  unfortunate  now  is.  There  were  boats 
of  living  witnesses  among  the  officers  witli 
whom  the  claimants  served,  and  the  soldiers 
whom  they  commanded.  Nor  is  the  advuits^ 
which  the  officer  had,  from  his  position  over 
the  private  soldier,  of  proving  every  particular 
connected  with  his  service,  and  its  duration,  to 
be  overlooked.  Men  engaged  in  the  same  great 
cause,  and  serving  in  the  same  camp,  were  no 
strangers  to  each  other;  never,  perhaps,  was 
there  a  band  bound  together  by  such  ties  of 
affection,  intimacy,  and  confidence.  Genius, 
honor,  and  uodiaken  valor  then  went  hand  in 
hand,  and  were  in  exercise,  not  from  low  con- 
siderations of  personal  enfrandizement^  but  to 
vindicate  a  nation's  rights.  The  links  that 
bound  men  together  at  that  day  exist  not  now. 
Their  intimades  and  their  friendship  were  those 
which,  perhaps,  from  our  ver^r  natures,  can 
only  sprmg  up  and  flourish  amidst  the  mutual 
dangers  and  privations  of  a  camp.  At  the 
period  of  which  he  spoke,  every  incident  of  the 
exdting  and  eventful  struggle  throngfa  which 
they  had  just  passed,  must  have  been  fresh  and 
^vld  in  the  recollsotim  of  all :  nothing  need 
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tSien  hftve  been  left  to  doubt,  nothing  to  pre- 
Bomption.  But  this  is  not  all.  From  1794, 
down  to  this  boor,  there  had  been  the  same 
opportunity  to  obtun  eqnitable  rights,  by  appli- 
cation to  Congress,  that  exists  at  present 

With  these  facts  before  ns,  said  Hr.  P.,  if 
the  natural  presumption  he  not  that  all  jast 
claims  have  been  s^isfied,  according  to  the 
proTisions  of  the  resolution  of  1788,  he  con- 
fessed that  the  oonolusions  at  which  he  had 
arrived  were  singularly  erroneous.  The  House 
had  nothing  to  do  witli  tte  question  of  the 
TBlne  of  the  oerdfieates ;  they  were,  without 
donbt,  neulj  ralndeaa  in  the  hands  of  a  lai^ 
portion  of  the  original  holders.  This  subject 
was  most  satisfactorily  discussed  in  the  able 
and  elaborate  reports  made  to  both  Houses  at 
the  first  session  of  the  twenty-first  Oougress, 
when  the  act  was  passed  providing  for  the 
offioere  who  were  entitled  to  half-pay  by  the 
resolve  of  1760,  and  for  the  non-commissioned 
officers  and  soldiers  who  enlisted  for,  and  served 
to,  the  dose  of  the  war.  The  views  taken  in 
these  reports  were  interesting  and  instructive 
upon  this  subject.  But  he  was  considering  what 
was  the  natural  presomption  as  to  commutation 
righta  still  exisnnj; ;  and,  if  hie  views  were  in 
aaj  tolerable  d^^ree  cotTeot,  It  was  dlametxi- 
oaUy  opposed  to  the  legal  presnmpUon  to  be 
establisned  by  the  passage  of  this  bul. 

Sir,  continued  Mr.  P.,  we  are  told  that  the 
evidence  of  records  is  exceedingly  imperfect, 
and  I  assure  the  House  that  such  is  the  fact  to 
a  much  greater  extent  than  I  had  supposed, 
beibre  applyiug  to  the  department  for  informa- 
tion. The  muffber-roUs  had  been  almost  entirely 
destroyed  by  fire,  and  all  the  records,  from 
various  casualties,  were  broken ;  but  this  defi- 
aency  of  record  evidence  was,  in  his  estimation, 
mnoh  more  the  misfortnne  of  the  Govermnent 
than  of  the  doimantB,  who  came  here  after  the 
lapaeof  fifty  years.  BatpanyonrpresampUona, 
t&r,  said  he,  and  yon  will  have  fitUe  oeoasion 
for  evidence.  It  is  said  that  the  rules  which 
•re  to  be  regarded  as  fixed  principles  by  the 
department,  provided  this  bill  pass,  are  the 
same  which  the  committee  have  adopted  in  the 
investigation  o£  claims  coming  before  them. 
If  so,  and  they  accorded  with  the  sentiments 
of  the  House,  he  confessed  it  was  a  matter  of 
very  little  consequence  whether  they  were 
applied  here  or  e^where ;  and  he  was  happy 
that  the  bill  had  been  reported,  that  the  opm- 
ion  of  the  House  might  be  deliberately  and 
imdentandlng)^  expnwed  upon  the  propriety 
of  their  adoption.  Sir,  saia  Hr.  P.,  will  not 
their  operation  be  that  of  a  new  law  upon  the 
anbject  of  oommutationf  Look  at  the  firet 
ivesumption  of  tite  bill ;  it  haa  the  advaatage 
<tfb<^  plain;  there  b  no  amlngid^ aboat  ItL 

"It  briog  established  tiiat  an  offlcer  of  the  cond- 
nentsl  line  was  in  serrioe  as  moh  on  the  Slst  of 
October,  1780,  and  notit  the  new  arrangemeat  of 
tiie  annj  provided  for  by  the  resolution  of  that 
date  was  emoted,  he  shall  be  nresatackl,  unless  it 
qipear  that  lie  WH  then  retafaiea  in  serrioe,  to  have 
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been  reduced  by  that  arrangeiDsat,  and  therefore 
entitled  to  half-pay  for  life,  or  the  oonuantation  in 

lieu  of  it." 

The  onus  probandi  was  shifted ;  the  burden 
of  prooS  was  not  left  where  it  was  Intended  it 
should  rest — with  the  chumant,  but  it  was 
thrown  upon  Government  He  presnmed  it 
was  not  expected  that  the  Government  would 
send  agents  abroad  to  obtain  nraative  evidence 
from  living  witnesses.  How,  then,  was  it  to 
be  shown,  in  the  present  imperfect  state  of  the 
records,  that  an  officer  was  not  reduced,  and 
did  voluntarily  leave  the  service  f  The  effect 
of  such  faiBtraetions  wonld  virtually  be  to  give 
commutation  to  all  who  were  in  servioe  on  the 
2l8t  of  October,  1760,  and  until  the  new  arrange- 
ment was  effected,  instead  of  to  &oae  otdy  who 
were  actually  reduced,  as  was  OTlghully  con- 
templated. He  called  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  second  presumption : 

"  2d.  A  continental  oSBoer,  proved  to  have  re- 
mained in  service  after  the  amngeiaent  of  the  army 
under  s«d  resolution  of  Octot^r,  1780,  sb^  lie. 
presumed  to  have  served  to  the  end  of  the  war,  or' 
to  have  tetired  entitled  to  half-pay  for  life,  unless 
it  appear  that  he  died  in  the  service,  or  resigned, 
or  was  disndssed,  or  r(Aantarily  abandoned  an 
actual  Qommand  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States.** 

This,  also,  manifestly  made  new  provision; 
granting  commutation  to  those  who  were  in 
service  after  the  new  arrangement  in  1780, 
instead  of  to  those  who  -ootutdly  served  to  the 
close  of  the  war ;  for,  in  the  state  of  record 
evidence,  as  declared  by  the  committee,  how 
was  it  possible  for  the  Government  to  prove, 
in  very  many  instances,  that  the  olaimantj  or 
the  ancestor  of  the  present  claimant  "olod 
in  the  service,  or  resigned,  or  was  dismissed,  or 
Tolnntarily  abandoned  a  oconmand  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States  ?  "  There  was  no  possible 
means  of  dc^ng  It  Ur.  P.  would  pnrsne  the 
subject  no  farther.  If  there  was  no  fallacy  in 
these  premises,  and  the  conclusions  were  le^ti- 
mate,  they  were  sufficaent  for  his  purpose.  The 
House  would  not  tiilnk  of  pas^s  the  bill  in 
its  present  Aspe.  He  onght  not  longer  to  ask 
the  attention  of  gentlemen,  for  which  he  was 
already  under  groat  obligation.  Such  were 
some  of  the  objections  to  the  bill  that  had 
occurred  to  Mr.  P.,  and  thus  much  he  thought 
it  his  duty  to  say.  For  the  oommittee  making 
the  report  he  entertuned  the  highest  respect ; 
and  he  believed  that  he  was  no  less  disposed 
than  they  were  to  grant,  to  the  uttermost  far- 
thintf,  all  that  was  one  to  revdntionory  officers 
or  their  heirs.  But,  sdd  Mr.  P.,  pass  this 
bill,  and  yon  will  do  great  ii^ustioe  to  the 
oonntry;  you  will  m^e  a  most  exhansting 
draft  np<»i  your  treasury,  to  answer,  it  may  be, 
some  equiti^le  chums  that  may  as  well  be  liqui- 
dated without  It :  and  you  will,  it  is  morally 
certain,  be  compelled,  under  it  to  acknowled^ 
a  vast  number  whi<^  have  no  foundation  m 

i'lDstioe  —  no  fonndf^n  anywhere,  except  in 
ost  records  and  violent  presnmptioDS, 
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£»duction<tf  Stvenu*. 
Ur.  Hall,  of  North  Carolina,  offered  the  fol- 
lowing reeolution : 

Sttolvtd,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Heaos 
be  iDBtructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  re- 
porting a  plan,  accompanied  by  a  bill,  to  reduce  the 
reveDiie  to  the  neoeasaiy  ezpenaea  of  the  Qovem- 
Bent 

Hr.  Btkwist  moved  the  question  of  cou- 
•ideralion. 

Kr.  UoDinvn  requested  Mr.  S.  to  withdraw 
his  motion ;  but  he  declined  doins  so. 

lb.  OoHKOB  then  demanded  uie  yeas  and 
n^B  npcoi  the  preliminary  question  of  emisider- 
atiDu ;  which  were  (vdereo,  and  talwn  as  fol- 
lows: 

Tub.— UesBra.  Archer,  Barringer,  John  Blair, 
Bockee,  Boon,  Briggs,  Bunch,  Brnum,  Cage,  Cam* 
breleng,  Casey,  Cbiney,  China,  Claiborne,  Clay, 
.  Clayton,  Connor,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Diekinaon,  Dun- 
can, Donl&p,  Ewing,  Felder,  Forester,  Fowler, 
Philo  C.  Fuller,  Gamble,  Obolson,  Gordon,  Gray- 
■on.  Griffin,  T.  H.  Uail,  Hannegaa,  Hawkins,  Havea, 
Heiater,  Habbard,  luge,  N.  Johnson,  C,  Johnson, 
Klnnard,  Luke,  Ziea,  Lewia,  Loyall,  Lncas,  Hardia, 
John  Y.  Mason,  McDuffie,  McKay,  HcEim,  McEhi- 
ley,  R.  Mitchell,  Patton.  Peyton,  Pinckney,  Pdk, 
Bencher,  Schley,  W.  B.  Shepard,  C.  Blade,  Speight, 
Standifer,  Stoddert,  William  P.  Ta;Ior,  Thomson, 
Wayne,  C.  F.  White,  WU^— «9. 

Nats.— ICems.  J.  Q.  Adams,  J.  Adams,  H. 
Allen,  J.  J.  Allen,  a  Allan,  W.  Allen,  Anthony, 
Ashley,  Banks,  Barber,  Barnits,  Baylies,  Beale, 
Bean,  Beardaley,  Beaumont,  J.  M.  Bell,  Binney, 
Brown,  Boll,  Surges,  Bums,  Cur,  Chambers,  ChU- 
ton,  Ghoate.  William  Clark,  Gowney,  Corwin,  Coul- 
ter, Cramer,  Crane,  Crockett,  Day,  Deming,  Dick- 
son, Evans,  Edward  Everett,  Horace  Ererett,  Fill- 
more, Foot,  William  K  Fuller,  Fulton,  GiUet, 
Orennell,  Jflseph  HaU,  Hilaod  Otii,  Hamer,  Har^, 
Eardhi,  James  Harper,  Harrison,  Hatbaway,  Hazel- 
tine,  Heath,  Henderson,  Jabez  W.  Huntington,  A. 
Enntington,  Jarria,  Benjamin  Jones,  Lane,  Lansing, 
Laporte,  Lay,  Learitt,  Love,  Lytle,  Abijah  Mann, 
J.  E.  Mann,  Moses  Mason,  UcOarty,  HcComaa, 
Helntire,  McEenmui,  MeLene,  MoYean,  Mercer, 
Mmer,  MUligan.  H.  Mitchell,  Osgood.  Fkge,  Parks, 
Paiker,  Pattetson,  D.  J.  Pearee,  FraaUin  Pierce, 
Pleison,  Potts,  Ramsay,  Reed,  Sohenck,  BhisD, 
Smith,  Srangler,  Stewart,  Sutherland,  William  Tay- 
k>r,  P.  Thomas,  Turner,  Turrill,  Treedy,  Vanoe, 
Yanderpoel,  Waeener,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Wat- 
mough,  Webster,  WhaUoD,  E.  D.  White,  Frederick 
Whhtleseyli,  Eiha  Whittlesey,  WOmmt  Tonng— 
lis. 

So  the  House  refiised  to  conndw  the  resoln- 
tion. 


TusBDaT,  Haroh  4. 

Hemoval  of  tA«  Depotii* — Btfort  of  the  Comr 
mittu  of  Wayt  and  Meant. 

Hx.  Polk,  from  the  Oommittee  of  Vajs  end 
ICcMia,  to  which  had  been  xefened  the  letter 


[H.  a*  R, 

of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry,  jiving  his 
reasons  for  witJidrawing  the  pnblio  depouts 
from  the  Bank  of  the  limited  States ;  the  me- 
morial of  the  bank,  and  Tarions  oUier  p^wra 
on  the  same  general  snltiect,  made  a  report }  he 
moved  that  it  be  printed,  and  its  oouMfUntitm 
be  postponed  to  to-morrow  week. 

Mr.  Olat  called  for  the  readbg  of  Uie  repwt. 

Mr.  MoDuFnn  objected. 

The  Chaib  decided  that  it  was  the  right  of  a 
member  to  have  any  paper  read  when  first 
presented  to  Qie  Hoose. 

Hr,  Clat  said  that  he  wished  the  reading, 
beoanse  he  meant  to  follow  it  by  a  motion  for 
printing  an  extra  number  of  copies  of  the  re- 
port 

Hr,  Habdih  said  he  would  vote  for  the  extra 
number  without  the  reading. 

The  Chaib  stated  the  grounds  on  which  be 
had  dedded  that  the  raiding  was  of  light^ 
when  oaUed  for  by  a  member  of  tJie  Honae. 
He  sidd  tiiat  the  member  from  Alabama  (Ur. 
CLav)  had  a  right  to  have  the  report  read  be- 
fore he  could  be  required  to  vote,  and  tJiat  it 
was  not  in  order  to  move  to  dispense  with  the 
reading,  nor  in  the  power  of  the  majority  of  the 
Honse  so  to  direct,  ii  perffisted  in  by  any  member 
oftheHonse.  Tliemle  which  declares  that,  when 
the  reading  of  a  pi^er  is  called  for,  and  the 
same  is  objected  to,  that  the  House  shall  deter- 
mine by  a  vote  whether  it  is  to  be  read  or  not, 
does  not  apply  to  tiie  case  of  a  paper  first  pre- 
sented for  Uke  ocmrideraticHi  and  action  of  the 
House.  That  nde  was  adopted,  no  donbt  in 
oonseqaence  of  its  having  been  supposed  ttist 
this  right  of  a  member  to  have  a  paper  read  for 
information,  extended  to  all  papers  which  were 
on  the  table,  or  in  the  possession  of  the  House^ 
and  on  whioh  the  Honse  might  have  passed, 
To  guard  against  the  delay  and  inconveuience 
which  would  have  arieen  from  the  ezerdse 
of  such  a  right,  the  forty-second  rule  was 
adqoted. 

Tnat  rule,  however,  is  only  applicable,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Cbair,  to  papers  ajKHt  the  table, 
or  in  possession  of  the  House,  and  does  not 
ply  to  papers  first  presented  to  the  House,  and 
on  whioh  its  aoticm  is  to  be  had.  When  soy 
paper  is  thus  presented  for  the  first  time,  in  the 
bunness  and  proceedings  of  the  House,  any 
member  baa  a  right  to  have  it  read  through 
once  at  the  table  before  he  can  be  compelled  to 
give  any  (pinion  or  vote  in  relation  to  it ;  but, 
having  been  once  read,  it  is,  like  every  other 
paper  that  belongs  to  the  Honse,  to  be  moved 
to  be  read,  if  again  desired ;  and,  if  objection 
be  made,  the  sense  of  the  House  is  to  he  taken 
by  the  Ohair.  This  is  an  important  right  to 
each  individual  member,  one  of  the  few  that 
can  be  exercised  by  bim  agunst  the  opinion  of 
the  Honse,  and  which  no  majori^  can,  as  the 
law  now  is,  deprive  him  of.  It  has  been  ao  r^ 
garded,  and  held  saored,  by  the  in^vidual  who 
nlla  the  Chair,  and  he  has  been  suatdned  \j 
the  praoUce  and  dedrion  oi  the  House,  u 
180S  the  qncBtion  was  first  raised,  in  rdaticm  to 
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*  oommtmication  from  the  then  Secretary  of 
War :  a  molioa  having  been  made  to  dispense 
viih  tite  reading  of  it,  was  decided,  by  Hr. 
Speaker  ICaooo,  to  be  ont  of  order,  (no  doabt 
for  tbe  reasons  now  stated,  though  that  does 
not  appear,)  and  approved  bj  a  vote  of  more 
than  four  to  one.  A  difference  of  opinion  bad 
probably  arisea  on  the  sabject,  the  Speaker 
said,  in  conseqaence  of  the  rales  as  laid  down 
in  the  Manual.  The  anthority  of  Hatzel,  which 
Kr.  Jefierson  referred  to  as  justifying  the  rule, 
had  been  entirely  misapprehended.  The  prac- 
tice of  the  Hoose  of  Commons  certainly,  since 
.the  time  of  Mr.  Onslow,  was  in  accordance 
with  the  decision  now  made,  and  the  right  in 

gaeation  he  had  ever  r^nraed  as  one  highly 
aportant  to  each  iadividnal  member  of  this 
Hoose. 

The  report  must  tiierefine  be  read,  if  desired 
by  the  member  flrom  Alabama. 

The  House  acquiesced  in  the  de<^on  the 
Speaker,  and  the  paper  was  read. 

The  reading  of  the  retrart  was  then  com- 
menced, aod  had  proceedea  some  time,  when 

Kr.  Olat,  stating  it  to  be  his  understanding 
that  no  objection  wonld  be  made  to  the  printing 
of  an  extra  number  of  the  report,  withdrew  his 
call  for  the  reading ;  and  it  was  thereupon  sns- 
pended ;  bat,  at  the  request  of  a  member,  the 
reeolntioDS  with  wliich  the  report  closed  were 
read,  as  follows : 

1.  Raolved,  That  the  Book  of  the  United  States 
oa^t  not  to  be  rechartered. 

S.  Saidvtd,  That  the  public  depowts  ought  not 
to  be  restored  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

8.  RuolvtdL,  That  tbe  State  banks  ought  to  be 
continued  as  the  places  of  deposit  of  the  public 
money,  and  that  it  is  expedient  for  Coogreas  to 
make  further  proviaon  by  law,  preacribiag  tbe 
mode  of  aelection,  tiie  securities  to  be  taken,  and 
tbe  manner  and  terms  on  which  they  are  to  be 
employed. 

4.  kuobitd^  That,  for  the  purpose  of  ascert^ning, 
as  &r  as  practicable,  the  cause  of  the  commerciu 
embarrassment  and  distress  complained  of  by  nu- 
merous citizeos  of  the  United  States,  ic  sundry  me- 
moriaU  which  have  been  presented  to  Congress  at 
the  present  session,  and  of  inquiring  whether  the 
ebarter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  has  been 
Ti<dated ;  and,  also,  what  corruptions  and  abuses 
have  existed  in  its  management ;  whether  it  has 
used  its  corporate  power  or  money  to  control  the 
preaa  to  Interfere  In  politics,  or  infinence  elections; 
and  whether  it  has  had  any  agency,  through  Its 
management  or  money,  la  Reducing  the  existing 
prenure;  a  select  comn^tee  be  apptunted  to  in- 
spect the  books  and  examine  into  the  proceedings 
tiS  tbe  said  bank,  who  shall  report  whether  the  pro- 
virions  of  the  charter  have  been  violated  or  not; 
and,  also,  what  abuses,  corruptions,  or  m&l-practices 
have  existed  in  the  management  of  said  bank ;  and 
that  tiie  said  committee  be  authorized  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers,  and  to  summon  and  examine 
witnesses,  on  oath,  and  to  examine  into  the  aflUrs 
of  the  said  bank  and  ttranohes;  and  tbey  are 
farther  authorized  tovirit  the  principal  bank,  or  any 
of  ha  branches,  for  the  purpose  of  inqiecUng  the 
bo(^  oorreapondenee,  accounts,  and  other  papers 


[March,  18M. 

connected  with  Its  management  or  budsess;  and 
that  the  said  committee  be  required  to  report  the  re- 
sult of  SDcb  investigation,  tog^Iier  with  the  evidenoe 
they  nuv  take,  at  as  eariy  a  day  as  practicable. 

The  question  was  pnt  on  the  postponement 
and  carried ;  and  the  report  was  ordwed  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  BiNNBT  i}resented  to  the  House  a  report 
£rom  Ihe  minority  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  on  the  same  subject,  and  moved  that 
it  receive  the  same  destination  with  the  last 
paper ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Clat  moved  that  10,000  extra  oopiea  of 
both  reports  be  printed. 

Mx.  Hall,  of  Maine,  moved  16,000 ;  which 
number  was  agreed  to. 


Wednisdat,  Uaroh  5. 

Levi  Lutgoln,  member  elect  from  Massachu- 
setts, coming  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the 
resignation  of  John  D  atis,  appeared,  was  sworn, 
and  took  his  seat. 

Satubdat,  March  16. 
PuTchaae  qf  BooTxfor  Memben, 

Mr.  Bpbiqht  moved  tbe  snspemdon  of  the  role, 
in  order  to  take  up  a  joint  resolution  relative 
to  the  purchase  of  certain  books.  Agreed  to. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  a  Joint 
resolution  for  the  purchase  certun  book& 
the  question  being  on  an  amendment  reported 
from  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  {or  the  pur- 
chase of  additiw^  copies  of  Gales  &  Beaton's' 
Debates. 

Mr.  Foster  said  that  when  the  sutiject  was 
up  formerly,  he  stated  that  be  wonld  endeavor 
to  cause  our  coustitaents  to  be  informed  of  the 
amount  of  money  which  we  apprqjiriated  to 
ourselves.  He  wished  to  have  a  law  providing 
what  books  we  should  purchase,  and  stating 
what  sums  we  should  appropriate  for  tbem. 
He  was  willing  to  bur  Gales  it  Beaton's  nhie 
volumes,  and  Elliot's  hoot,  and  Gibbon's  De- 
cline and  Fall  of  the  mnnan  Empire,  and 
Hume's  England,  and  Kent's  Commentaries,  Sea.^ 
pay  for  them  out  of  a  cerUdn  and  limited  oon- 
tingent  fbnd,  as  far  as  it  goes,  and  paying  the 
balance  out  of  onr  own  pay.  Some  one  once 
asked  whether  members  who  opposed  these  ap- 
propriations received  the  books.  He  replied  to 
the  question  that  he  did  receive  them.  But, 
if  the  House  would  leave  the  money  in  the 
Treasury  instead  of  appropriating  it  to  the  con- 
tinent fund,  he  would  suffer  the  books  to  re- 
main on  the  printer'a  shelves.  He  then  moved 
that  the  resolution  be  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Library,  with  instmctions  to  in- 
quire and  report  what  books  ought  to  be  pur- 
chased, and  the  amount  which  they  will  cost. 

Mr.  Adams  had  no  objection  to  the  object  of 
the  inquiry,  but  he  wished  to  have  a  bill,  in* 
stead  of  a  joint  resolution,  reported.  He  oon- 
oeived  that  the  reeolation,  as  it  stood,  was  no- 
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coQstitQtioDal.  His  objection  was  not  to  the 
objeot  bat  to  the  form  of  the  proceeding. 

Ur.  FoeTEB  sud  that,  aa  the  members  would 
not,  he  hoped,  be  unwilling  to  record  their 
names  upon  a  question  whether  the  people 
ahoold  be  informed  of  the  amount  of  money 
which  we  appropriate  to  oarselves,  he  asked 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question. 

The  House  refiosed  to  order  the  yeas  and 
nays,  twenty-four  only  rising  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  FosTBs's  motion  to  recommit  was  re- 
jected, thirty-seven  voting  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  FosT&K  said  he  was  only  sorrr  that  the 
thirty-seven  members  had  not  voted  for  the  call 
Of  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  amendment  of  the  CtHuimttee  of  the 
Whole  was  concurred  in. 

lb.  SpuaHT  then  offered  his  amendment. 

Mr.  3.  Q.  Adaw  opposed  the  amendment 
and  resolution.  The  constitution,  he  said,  de- 
clared that  no  money  diould  be  drawn  irom 
the  treasary  but  in  consequence  of  an  appro- 
priation by  law.  Nothing  could  become  a  law 
but  that  which  was  introduced  in  the  form  of  a 
bill.  Every  bill,  before  it  shall  become  a  law, 
must  be  presented  to  the  Frendent  of  the 
United  States  for  his  approval  and  signature. 
This,  said  Mr.  A.,  is  tiie  first  instance  of  an 
attempt  to  appropriate  money  by  joint  resolu- 
tion. There  was  not  a  single  instance  of  the 
kind  on  the  statute  books.  If  the  resolution 
passed,  he  Loped  the  appropriation  would  be 
Bbidum  out, 

Mr.  SmuiHV  would  ask  if  the  gentieman 
means  to  say  that  no  appropriations  have  ever 
been  made  Hy  resolution.  He  wonld  refer  the 
gentleman  to  a  resolution  which  he  himself  in- 
troduced, at  the  commenoement  of  the  session, 
for  the  purchase  of  the  bank  book. 

Mr.  Aiuhb:  There  was  no  apprc^iriation  in 
that 

Mr.  Spexoht  subscribed  to  the  doctrine  of  the 
gentieman,  that  no  money  can  be  appropriated 
except  by  law.  What  is  law  f  The  expression 
of  the  will  of  the  L^jiulature,  in  joint  resolu- 
tion, was  an  expressicm  of  that  will,  and  had 
all  uie  saaeti^m  of  law.  He  was  surpraed  to 
hear  the  gentiemui  assert  that  no  apjmmriar 
ti<ni8  had  ever  been  made  by  j<Hnt  resolutKHi ; 
appropriations  had  been  often  made  indirectly, 
«id  he  believed  directiy,  by  resolution ;  and  he 
could  point  out  to  the  gentieman  a  Joifflt  reso- 
lution of  this  kind,  whidihe  himself  sanctioned 
during  his  administratiim. 

Mr.  ADA.11S :  I  would  be  glad  if  the  gentie- 
man would  show  it. 

Mr,  Speioht  had  but  one  motive  in  offering 
his  amendment ;  it  was  to  put  the  new  mem- 
bers on  the  footing  with  the  old  members,  in 
respect  to  being  furnished  with  books.  He 
prc^poied  to  famish  the  new  members  with  the 
nine  volumes  of  the  Bolster  of  Debates,  and 
the  old  members  with  the  last  volume.  He 
also  stated,  upon  the  authority  of  a  letter  from 
Messn.  Galea  &  Seaton,  that  this  work  must 
1>e  disouitinuod,  for  want  of  patronage,  unleaa 


[H.orB. 

the  patronage  of  Congress  shoold  be  continued 
to  it.  In  conclusion,  Mr.  S.  said,  that  unless 
we  got  books  for  the  new  members,  he  should 
propose  that  the  old  members  shoitld  bring  aU 
the  books  wMch  they  have  heretofore  reoelved, 
put  tiiem  down  in  a  pile,  and  divide  them  among 
all  the  members. 

Mr.  FoBTKB :  I  will  join  you  in  tiiat,  sir. 

Mr.  MoDdvfib  sug^sted  that  if  appropri- 
ated "  was  stricken  oat  of  the  joint  resolution, 
it  might  obviate  the  objection  of  the  honorable 
member  from  Massachnsetts. 

Mr.  Bpkiobt's  amendment  was  read  as  fol- 
lows :  strike  out  after  resolved,  and  insert "  that 
the  members  of  the  present  Congress,  who  have 
not  heretofore  received  them,  be  sapplied  by 
the  Clerk  with  the  same  books  that  have  been 
ordered  to  be  fomished  to  the  members  ai  the 
last  Congress ;  together  with  ocnaaplete  sets  of 
the  Register  tit  Debates,  to  the  Btn  vidume  in- 
dudve,  and  that  such  members  of  the  last  Con- 
gress as  have  received  parts  of  the  Debates  be 
also  furnished  with  volumes  necessary  to  com- 
plete their  sets  to  the  9th  volume  hielnsive ; 
and  that  the  expense  be  paid  out  of  the  contin- 
gent fund." 

Mr.  Polk,  for  one,  could  not  vote  for  the 
amendment,  because,  if  he  did,  he  would  there- 
by be  abandoning  the  great  principle  for  which 
he  had  always  contended,  viz. :  that  the  House 
had  no  right  to  use  their  contingent  fand  for 
such  purposes,  or  cause  any  books  to  bo  order- 
ed or  paid  for  except  by  a  law  or  by  j<dnt  reso- 
lution. He  would  state  that  he  was  not  op- 
posed, but,  on  the  contrary,  was  willing  to  vote 
that  the  new  members  should  receive  moh 
books  as  had  been  voted  to  the  members  of  the 
last  Congress ;  but  he  could  not  give  the  former 
members  any  addition  towhatthoyhad  already 
obtained. 

Mr.  Bpbiqht  e^d  that  he  coincided  in  the 
pinion  avowed  by  the  honorable  member  from 
Tennessee  as  to  the  principle  about  the  contin- 
gent fond;  but,  under  the  circumstances,  he 
considered  that  it  was  only  an  act  of  instice 
that  the  new  membm  should  be  placed  on  a 
aUnilar  footing  with  the  old ;  and  as  t^  Senate 
did  not  ohooae  to  come  to  tJie  House  for  a  Joint 
resolution  tor  the  purchase  of  such  boMs  as 
they  desired,  he  would  not  go  to  them. 

Mr.  Pjlbkkb  was  opposed  to  the  amendment. 
He  thought  at  the  time  that  the  House  had  re- 
ceded from  their  disagreement  to  the  Senate's 
amendment  to  the  House  appropriation  bill, 
there  was  an  nndorstanding  that,  thenceforth 

fature  purchases  of  books  should  be  provided 
for  by  bills  for  that  purpose,  or  by  a  jmnt  reso 
Intion  of  both  Houses. 

Mr.  Babkinoeb  rose  to  set  the  member  from 
New  Jersey  right  upon  this.  He  had  oertainly 
not  supposed  men  was  any  such  understanding. 
The  Senate,  so  &r  flrom  having  it,  hod,  by  thcor 
acts  soon  after,  completely  negatived  the  idea 
that  there  was  any  understanding  of  the  kind ; 
for  they  had  rapidied  themselveB  with  books 
without  regaling  the  diqKMition  of  Hie  Houh 
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on  the  mt^eot  The  reaolatioB,  u  amended, 
therefore,  onl^  authorized  that  to  be  done  by 
the  Honae  wmch  the  Senate  had  ah^y  dtme 
for  themselves. 

Mr.  Jaictis  called  for  the  reading  of  the  clanse 
in  the  House  appropriation  hill  specifying  the 
items  for  which  the  contingent  fiind  was  to  be 
applied. 

The  danee  was  read,  viz. :  "  granting  |160,- 
000  for  printing,  stationery,  &c.,  to  be  applied 
for  no  other  purpose."   After  which, 

Mr.  FiNOEKXT  said,  althoogh  he  differed  in 
cplnion  with  the  member  from  Korth  Carolina, 
(Sir.  BpKiaHT,)  that  a  law  and  joint  resolatious 
were  dmilar,  yet  it  was  perfectly  immaterial  to 
him  by  which  mode  the  Honse  should  make 
the  appropriation ;  for  hia  objection  was  to  the 
inrlnciple,  that  they  could  appropriate  for  the 
purohase  of  books  at  alt.  He  considered  this 
an  ^propriation  of  the  people^s  money  for  the 
private  use  of  the  members ;  as  such  it  was  un- 
ooDstitational,  and  for  which,  if  tliey  were  jos- 
tiSed  in  appropriating,  they  might  just  as  well 
appropriate  for  their  private  uses  all  the  funds 
in  the  treasury.  He  bad  another  objection  to 
this.  The  Honse  were  called  on  to  vote  in  the 
dark,  without  knowing  the  apiount  of  the  peo- 
ple's money  vhich  they  were  thus  going  to  dis- 
pose t^.  They  did  not  kDow^tn^  refused 
•Tea  to  inquire  whettier  the  cost  of  tiiese  books 
woqM  be  $8,000  or  $80,000 ;  and,  if  he  was 
correctly  informed,  the  amount  would  be  the 
latter.  He  desired  to  call  the  attenUon  of  the 
people  to  the  qneation  whether  the  House  liad 
tlie  ri^fat  to  do  this ;  and  he  might,  at  the  same 
time,  inquire  if  he  had  not  the  right  to  avail 
himself  of  that  order,  although  he  would  not 
make  the  objection,  that  members  should  not 
TOte  in  oases  in  which  they  were  interested ! 
He  moved  to  postpone  the  resolution  indefinite- 
ly, and  cellea  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  his 
motion ;  whioh,  having  beea  ordwedf 

Ifr.  MoDunns  nam  he  ftit  bound  by  some 
feelings  of  patemity  to  aay  something  in  Tindi- 
eation  of  the  resolution.  He  could  not  agree 
wltii  his  colleague  (Mr.  F.)  that  thia  resolutiini 
nude  an  appropriation  for  the  private  uses  of 
the  members,  or  that  it  was  unconstitutional  for 
tiie  House  to  vote  upon  anestious  that  they  were 
interested  in.  He  would  like  to  know,  if  the 
principle  held  good,  by  what  ri^ht  they  voted 
theirpayt  Yotm^fortheappropriationofllSO,- 
000  for  their  oontmgent  fund  to  pay  for  station- 
ery, pens,  knives,  &o.,  might  be  termed  voting 
for  their  private  uses,  on  the  same  t^di^  He 
maintained  that  these  books  were  aU-in^wtant 
to  the  members,  on  public  gnninda,  to  give 
fhem  information  that  woidd  the  better  enable 
them  to  disoharge  their  public  duties.  He  be- 
lieved that  the  works  could  not  be  proceeded 
with  without  the  aid  of  Congress,  and,  in  voting 
for  the  works,  it  was  on  public  grounda  he  had 
d<nie  so;  liaving  so  received  them,  he  never 
should  take  them  home,  intending  to  leave  them 
here  where  they  could  be  of  equal  advantage 
to  his  sncoeaMOT  as  thej  had  been  to  bimse)]^ 


and  he  could  have  demred  that  there  was  such 
an  obligation  inserted  when  the  reaolntlon  was 
origin^y  introduced,  or  even  now,  that  all 
books  should  be  left  in  the  library  for  the  ben^ 
fit  and  use  of  their  euccesBors  in  Congress.  In 
order  to  obviate  the  objection  of  the  member 
from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Poix,)  he  must  request 
the  mover  of  the  amendment  (Mr.  Speiqht)  to 
modi^  his  resolution  so  as  to  have  it  by  joint 
resolution,  and  to  strike  out  tiie  part  terming 
it  "  appropriate,"  whii^  would  also  obviate  the 
objections  of  the  member  from  llauaohnaetti^ 
(Mr.  Adams.) 

Mr.  SmaHT  dedised  making  any  alteration, 
in  consequmee  of  the  oondnot-  punned  on  this 
sulyect  by  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature. 
It  was  for  the  House,  if  th^  thought  proper, 
to  reject  his  amendment,  and  they  mij^t  uien 
pajM  a  joint  resolution,  which  wonld  be  eqndly 
satisfactory  to  him. 

Mr.  Watnb  inquired  if  it  was  not  intended 
to  confine  the  action  of  the  resolution  to  the 
House  only  f 

Mr.  Spbiobt  replied,  such  was  his  intention. 

The  resolution  having  been  read,  it  was  so 
modified,  l>y  inserting  House  of  Bepresenta- 
tives." 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Adaks  considered  the  tnK^HMition 
ctf  Mr.  MoDnFFiK  the  most  adviaable  oonrse  to 
be  taken. 

The  question  on  the  amendment,  as  modified 
by  Mr.  Bpeioht,  was  then  pat,  and  agreed  to. 

The  question  thm  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
PiNOKinT,  to  postpone  Ind^nitefy : 

Mr.  Poix  expr^sed  his  deep  regret  that  the 
House  were  about  to  abandon  a  principle  for 
whioh  they  had  contended,  and  to  decide  that 
they  had  uie  right  to  use  their  contingent  fund 
as  tiiey  thought  proper.  He  had  no  objection 
to  the  pnroiuue  of  any  books  that  should  be 
deemed  necessary.  All  that  he  desired  was, 
that  the  jfinrohaae  shoidd  be  made  in  pursuance 
of  a  speoiflo  and  direct  law ;  not  by  applying 
indirMtiy  to  attun  the  ol^eot  by  means  d  the 
contingent  fund,  whioh  he  maint^ed  it  was 
unconstitutional  to  oae  for  such  purposes.  The 
consequence  of  all  this  must  be,  that  the  con- 
tingent fund  would  be  exhausted,  and  would 
not  be  sufficient  to  defray  their  ordinary  ex- 
penses. He  conudered  tiie  whole  difficulty 
w'ould  have  been  obviated  if  the  member  from 
North  Carolina  (Mr.  Speioht)  had  consented  to 
the  propoeition  to  make  it  a  joint  resolution. 

Mr.  Watnb  s^d  he  should  have  preferred 
having  the  books  procured  by  a  joint  resolu- 
tion of  both  Houses  for  that  purpose,  but  if 
tb«y  were  not  to  ba  {woottred  in  that  wur,  ha 
would  vote  for  the  amendment  to  obt^  them. 
He  oonridffl^  that  this  was  not  a  proposition 
to  purchase  books  for  the  private  uses  of  the 
members,  or  for  the  purchase  of  books  of  an 
ordinary  character.  No,  it  was  the  purdiase 
of  what  had  been  done  under  the  permission, 
if  not  under  the  authority,  of  Congress,  and 
whioh  was  more  illustrative  of  th«r  past  pro- 
ceedinga,  more  necessary  to  assist  members  in 
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tiie  disoha^  of  their  pnblio  duties,  than  my 
other  woric  that  could  be  obtained.  Be  con- 
ddered  that  as  all  reports  (tf  thc^  |ffooeedinga ; 
that  reportere  were  permitted  into  the  Boose 
for  that  purpose  by  their  authority,  the  r^:lB- 
ters  of  debates  on  subjects  that  came  np,  al< 
though  not  in  the  form  of  a  record,  were  snb- 
■tantasUy  a  part  of  their  prooeedingH,  and  which 
were  highly  'valaable,  as  well  for  the  present 
nse  of  the  members,  as  for  reference  hereafter, 
to  explain  to  posterity  what  conld  not  other- 
wise be  explained,  the  gronnds  upon  which  on 
all  important  subjects  they  w^  induced  to  act. 
The  question  had  come  to  this,  that,  if  they  did 
not  SQppIy  themselves  with  the  works  in  their 
Mparate  capacity,  it  appeared  they  could  not 
have  them  at  all ;  for  tne  Senate  had  declared 
that  the  HoDse  had  no  right  to  interfere  with 
them  in  the  nse  of  thew  oontingent  fund  to 
make  such  purchases  as  they  thought  proper ; 
the  constitutional  prinoiple  of  touching  it  for 
the  purchase  of  booKs  was  r^ected. 

Mr.  Bbown  said,  it  was  with  some  reluctance 
he  rose  to  address  the  House ;  but,  as  he  should 
feel  himself  compelled  to  rote  agahist  the  reso- 
lution in  its  present  form,  he  desired  to  state 
his  reasons,  that  be  might  not  bo  misnnder- 
stood.  It  must  be  manifest  to  all  who  had  lis- 
t«ied  to  this  discussion,  or  looked  into  the  pre- 
vious action  of  Congress  ap<m  this  subject,  that 
a  limit  must  aofmer  or  later  be  imt  upon  the 
praetiee  heretofore  pnrsued  of  fbrnishing  mem- 
bors  with  books  at  the  public  expense.  IVhen 
this  resolution  was  first  introduced,  be  did  not 
suppose  it  was  intended  to  do  more  than  to 
place  the  new  members,  as  to  books,  upon  a 
footing  of  equality  with  the  old ;  and,  if  he  was 
not  mistc&en,  it  not  only  did  this,  bat  also  pro- 
posed to  grant  to  all  the  members,  indisctinii- 
nately,  books  not  embraced  in  the  resolutions 
of  last  Congress.  He  was  willing  that  aa  much 
ahonld  be  done  for  the  new  members  in  this 
rewect  as  had  been  done  for  the  old,  and  be 
eofud  at  the  aame  time  unite  hia  regreta  with 
honorable  gentlemen,  that  the  practice  had  not, 
ftom  its  commencement^  been  oonflned  exolu- 
dvely  to  providing  booka  for  the  use  of  mem- 
bers oidy  during  Uie  time  they  remuned  in 
oflBoe.  Be  b^^d  the  House  to  look  at  the 
practice  as  appSed  to  individuals — himself  for 
instance.  Long  before  the  works  contemplated 
in  the  resolution  could  be  published,  his  time 
of  ofBce  would  expire,  and  tne  chances  were  as 
ten  to  one  at  least,  that  be  never  would  come 
back  again ;  indeed,  he  was  not  yet  prepared 
to  say  he  wished  to  come  back;  the  books 
would  then  become  bis  own  property :  and  his 
■uooessor,  whoever  be  might  be,  eoald  not  de- 
rive the  w^test  boieflt  znaa.  any  infennation 
Ubiej  ocmtmied.  Be  was  opposed  to  the  reso* 
lotion  in  its  present  shape  upon  another  ground. 
Upon  a  previous  occasion,  when  one  of  the  ap- 
Mopriation  bills  was  under  consideration,  the 
House  disagreed  with  the  Senate,  and  he  twioe 
voted  (and  he  believed  rightly)  to  aet  a  limit 
D^on  the  power  of  both  Bntsea  over  the  turn.- 


tingmt  fimd,  to  prevent  ita  application  to  the 
purpoees  menti<med  in  this  resolution.  Be 
would  not  now  reverse  these  votes,  nor  would 
he,  under  the  name  of  the  conting^t  expenses 
of  Congress,  m^e  appropriations  for  the  pur- 
chase of  books,  but  would  prefbr  tiiat  uiey 
should  l>e  made  the  subjects  of  a  specific  ap- 
propriation. 

Mr.  MoDrrriK  rose  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
viating what  he  considered  the  only  objection 
that  could  be  to  the  resolution,  and  which  it 
was  in  their  power  to  do,  to  make  the  l)Ooks 
public  instead  of  private  property,  for  which 
purpose  be  moved  the  following  amendment, 
viz. :  "  the  sixth,  seventh,  eighth,  and  ninth 
volumes  of  the  Raster  of  Debates  to  be  de- 
posited in  the  Library,  when  the  present  mem- 
^ars  retire^  for  the  use  of  their  sooceesors." 

Mr.  Yaitdkbpobl  inquired  if  aaoh  an  amend* 
ment  was  in  order  when  there  was  a  motion  to 
postpone  f 

The  Speakkb  replied  in  the  affirmative,  and 
that  the  amendment  bad  precedence  of  the  mo- 
tion to  postpone. 

Mr.  VnTTOH  objected  to  the  new  principle 
proposed  by  the  amendment  submitted  by  Mr. 
MoDviTiB,  which  he  s^d  would  go  to  wtablish 
that  each  representative  had  no  occasion  for 
the  inf<nmatton  contained  in  these  or  other 
books  that  Congress  had  usually  voted,  except 
at  the  seat  of  Government.  He  considered 
every  member  paid  fidly  to  his  constitu- 
ents a  remuneratimi  for  tiie  value  of  the  books, 
by  answering  the  calls  made  upon  them,  in  their 
representative  capacity,  for  information. 

Mr.  Wise  spoke  in  favor  of  the  resolution, 
and  urged  the  claims  of  the  new  members  to  be 
put  on  the  same  footing  with  the  old  members. 
But,  even  if  it  were  an  original  question,  he 
would  vote  for  the  purchase  of  such  books  as 
would  tend  to  enli^ten  him  in  ngard  to  the 
history  of  the  legi^tion  of  this  Boose.  "We, 
ur,  said  he,  are,  at  home,  the  oracles  of  our 
respective  n^bbwhoodB.  To  us  the  peo- 
ple look  for  ia£rmation  in  regard  to  the  bnri- 
nees  of  this  Bouse.  As  a  new  member,  he  ex- 
pected to  acquire  more  knowledge,  preparatory 
to  the  discharge  of  his  duties  here,  during  the 
recess  than  he  could  acquire  during  the  sesraon, 
and  he  wished  to  carry  with  him  such  docu- 
ments as  were  necessary  to  his  instruction. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  MoDums,  and  rejected. 

Mr.  Mann,  of  New  York,  believed  that  the 
measure  proposed  was  wrong  in  principle,  and 
in  practice.  Congress  could  not  properly  be- 
come the  great  p^ron  of  pnUidierB.  is  it  true 
that  ^s  IS  the  work  on  which  the  Clerk  of 
this  Bouse  gave  bis  aoceptanoesi  and  must  we 
now  redeem  those  aooeptaneest  Be  trusted 
not.  If  the  work  could  not  be  siqiported  by 
the  patronage  <^  the  public,  there  was  no  way 
to  prevent  it  from  going  down.  He  acknowl- 
edged that  it  was  an  important  work,  and 
should  be  very  sorry  to  see  it  discontinued. 
But  he  wonld  not  consent,  though  one  of  the 
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members  for  whose  benefit  the  resolation  vw 
introdooed,  to  paj  tbe  pablio  money  for  onr 
own  private  benefit.  The  member  IVom  Vir- 
Kinia  might  be  assured  that,  however  it  was  in 
Virvinis,  there  were  no  oracles  in  New  York. 

lb.  Pole  said  he  would  show  the  Honae  to 
what  extent  this  system  of  pensioning  publish- 
ers on  our  coatiDgent  fund  had  been  carried 
in  another  branch  of  Congress.  He  held  in 
his  hand  a  statement  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate,  showing  that,  daring  the  last  year,  that 
body  voted  for  the  purchase  of  Gales  &  Seaton's 
Debates,  $1,940,  and  for  DnfT  Green's  Oompila- 
tlon  of  the  Land  Laws,  (1,600  oopiei,)  over 
$46,000,  and  otber  sums  for  other  works.  He 
questioned  whether  any  member  of  tbe  Senate 
looked  at  the  amount  of  this  expenditure  at  the 
time  when  it  was  made.  The  same  was  the 
case  with  this  House.  He  wished  tiie  House 
to  understand  what  they  were  doing,  and  what 
they  were  likely  to  do.  We  had  before  us  an 
example  of  the  Senate  for  the  purchasing  of 

I,  600  copies  of  a  work,  at  the  expense  of  $46,- 
000,  to  be  paid  out  of  a  contingent  fund  of 
$86,000. 

!Ur.  liASK  said,  if  the  ot!}eot  of  gentlemen  who 
bad  ooonpied  the  floor  for  the  last  hour  ia  op- 
position to  the  resolution,  had  been  to  convince 
members  of  the  inexpediency  of  its  adoption,  he 
could  only  say,  so  far  as  it  regarded  himself) 
they  had  been  truly  unfortunate.  So  far  from 
having  heard  any  thiug  to  change,  hia  first  im- 
pressions had  been  confirmed,  that  no  one  had 
contributed  more  largdy  in  producing  thalt  re- 
sult than  his  honorable  friend  from  Tennessee, 
(Mr.  PouL) 

Vfo  are  told  by  that  gentleman  that  the  Sen- 
ate have,  by  a  similar  resolution,  appropriated 
^WM^  of  $40,000  in  purchasing  books  for 

TUm  fact,  so  far  from  proving  the  dangerous 
tmdenoy  of  the  reaolnnm  for  which  it  has 
been  thrown  into  the  debate,  was  o(mdnnve 
to  his  mind  of  not  only  the  propriety  of  its 
adoption,  but  of  its  necessity. 

If  the  Senate,  of  whose  int^ty  and  intelli- 
gence he  entertained  the  most  exalted  opinion, 
composed  of  forty-eight  members,  had  found 
it  necessary  for  a  full  and  fiuthful  discharge  of 
their  duties,  to  expend  that  sum,  how  much 
greater  tbe  necesuty,  and  with  how  moch 
more  propriety  may  this  House,  composed  of 
two  hundred  and  forty  members,  appropriate 
from  the  same  flmd,  for  a  similar  purpose,  tbe 
sum  of  $4,000  contemplated  by  tiie  resolation. 

The  qnestion  on  postponing  the  rescdntion  in- 
definitely was  deoi^d  in  the  negative— Teaa  80, 
nays  IIS. 

Mr.  Chilton  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  question  of  agreeing  to  the  resolation  aa 
amended  by  Mr.  Smonr. 

The  House  refused  to  order  them,  and  the 
resolution,  as  amended,  was  agreed  to. 


LlCaKK,18M. 


'WEDHXsnAT,  March  26. 
The  Ji^otiU  and  United  Stata  Bank. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  tbe  resolutions  reported  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  together  with  the  amend- 
ment submitted  by  Mr.  Wilds,  declaring  that 
the  reasons  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for 
tbe  removal  of  the  deposits  are  unsatisfkt^iy 
and  insufficient. 

Mr.  SoHLBT,  of  Gewgia,  aaid :  Sir,  a  sort 
of  fiwUtiooB  importance,  haa  be«i  given  to 
the  whole  ralgect  now  muLer  oon^erati<Hi, 
by  wbiob  it  has  been  magiufied  to  a  siie  mm 
than  ten  times  greater  tiun  its  natural  dimw- 
sions,  which  is  intended  and  calculated  to  have 
an  effect  upon  the  great  body  of  the  people^ 
who  have  not  tbe  means  of  knowing  the  tnith 
of  the  matter,  unless  this  efiiect  can  be  counter- 
acted by  presenting  the  facts  furly  befbre  the 
public.  And  it  Is  for  tbis  reason  that  I  propoM 
to  ^ve  my  views  to  my  constituents. 

And  why  has  all  this  been  done !  It  is  be- 
cause the  opponents  of  tho  administration  be- 
lieve that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  by  the 
power  of  its  money,  has  a  hold  on  the  people; 
and  that  this  power,  bdng  made  to  opwate  on 
them^  whilst  the  bank  itself  is  held  up  here  by 
ita  friends  as  "a  bleeding  aaorifioe,"  will  have 
the  eflfect  to  bring  to  the  allies  now  forming 
the  opposition  an  accession  of  strength  sufficieid 
to  reoharter  the  bank,  and  puU  down  the  pow- 
ers that  be,  in  order  to  raise  to  their  places 
certain  peraons  who,  notwithstanding  the  hi|^ 
character  they  have  acquired  among  their  M- 
low-citizena  for  talents,  can  never  be  satisfied 
whilst  Andrew  Jackson  and  his  principles 
stand  pre-eminent  in  the  affections  of  a  grate* 
ful  people.  These  gentiemen  exdaim^  with 
Haman,  "  Yet  all  this  availeth  ns  nothmg,  so 
long  as  we  see  Mordeosi,  the  Jew,  sitting  in 
the  King's  gate."  So  long  as  tbey  see  Anuew 
Jat^son  in  fkvor  with  the  people,  all  tiio 
honors  that  can  be  heaped  on  tnem  avail  noth- 
ing to  satisfy  their  inordinate  ambition. 

My  honorable  colleague,  (Mr.  Wild^)  who 
opened  this  debate,  says  "  uiat  certain  adminie- 
tration  orators  attribute  the  distress  to  the 
bank  speeches ;  "  and  asks,  "  Why  the  adminis- 
tration speeches  cannot  aUay  it? "  This  qnes- 
tion is  very  easily  answered.  Although  it  has 
been  said  that  the  President  has  seized  upon 
the  public  treasure,  and  holds  it  at  his  own  dis- 
posal, yet  bis  friends  can  get  none  of  it  to  pay 
for  the  printing  of  ef>eeehes.  Those  which  uiey 
disbibnte  th^  have  to  pay  for  oat  of  their  own 
pockets.  Bnt  not  eo  with  the  friends  of  the 
bank.  Their  speeches  are  printed  at  tbe  ex- 
pense of  the  bank,  and  furnished  gratis  to  those 
who  will  distribate  them.  I  have  been  inform- 
ed, and  have  no  reason  to  doubt  the  fact,  that 
more  than  one  hundred  thousand  copies  of  a 
speech  delivered  hj  an  honorable  gentiemaa 
(Mr.  BimtxT)  on  this  floor,  have  been  printed 
at  tbe  expense  of  the  bank,  and  tbat  more  than 
A  hnndrea  nami  of  paper  of  the  United  Stslei 
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have  been  used  to  envdopthem  fbr  ezporUtion, 
Imides  Bome  fiftr  thoiusnd  eaoli  <»  sereru 
other  speeches  wfaioh  have  been  deKTered  daring 
this  semon  within  the  walla  ot  this  Oapitol ;  aaa, 
in  addition  to  these,  a  similar  qnantity  of  the 
reportof  the  Committee  on  flnanoein  the  Sen- 
ate—the whole  cost  of  which  cannot  he  less 
tiian  from  fifteen  to  twen^  thousand  dollars. 

If  this  question  conld  hare  been  permitted  to 
be  settled  n^n  its  own  merits,  apart  from  all 
extraneons  mflnence  and  partj  considerations 
— ^if  gentlemen  had  been  satisfied  to  exam- 
ine and  determine  the  question  involTod  in  this 
debate  with  that  calm  deliberation  and  nnbiased 
judgment  saited  to  the  character  of  l^slators, 
nniniBnenced  hy  any  other  conriderationa  than 
the  honor  oi  thdr  conn  try  and  the  interests  of 
tiie  people,  I  shonld  have  been  cxmtent  to  listen 
to  the  Toioe  of  reason,  and  to  have  received  in- 
i^etion  from  the  lips  of  wisdom  and  expe- 
rience. Bat  this  was  not  petmitted ;  and  when 
the  whole  oonrse  of  the  opposition  has  been 
to  present  the  snbject  to  the  people  in  a  vetr 
different  light  from  that  in  which  I  think  it 
on^ht  to  M  viewed,  for  the  purpose  of  casting 
odinm  on  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Union, 
and  gaining  proselytes  to  tiie  cause  of  the  bank, 
in  order  to  insure  a  reehartor,  I  should  consider 
that  I  was  wanting  in  the  duty  I  owe  to  myself 
and  my  oonstitnaitB,  if  I  were  not  to  ruse  my 
Toioe,  &eUe  as  it  may  be,  agaiiut  such  a  course. 

A  alstinguished  and  talented  leader  of  the 
oppOBition  (If  r.  Out)  has  add  that  "  we  are  in 
the  mi^  of  a  revolution,  tonding  to  the  con- 
centration of  all  power  in  the  nands  of  one 
man ; "  that  "  the  premonitory  symptoms  of 
demotism  are  upon  us,  and  if  Congress  do  not 
tppiy  an  instantaneous  and  efiTective  remedy, 
the  fatal  collapse  will  soon  come  on,  and  we  shall 
die,  ignobly  die,  base,  mean,  and  abject  slaves, 
the  scorn  and  contempt  of  mankind,  unpitied, 
unwept,  nmnoumed."  And  another  distin- 
gnlshed  leader  (Mr.  Binhbt)  has  declared  that 
the  spirit  of  party  is  a  more  deadly  foe  to 
free  institutions  than  the  qtlrit  of  despotism," 
Bir,  these  are  well-oonstmoted  sentences,  and 
finely-rounded  periods,  well  calmdated  to  cateh 
the  popular  ear,  and  for  a  moment  to  inflame  the 
passions ;  but  all  sounds  do  not  convey  sense 
oe  truth. 

But,  sir,  we  are  in  the  midst  of  a  revolution ; 
not,  however,  tending  to  the  concentration  of 
idl  power  in  the  hands  of  one  man,  but  tending 
to  wrest  from  an  interested  majority  in  Con- 
gress, made  up  of  varioos  minority  interests, 

Eowers  which  they  have  assumed,  and  which 
ave  never  been  granted  them  by  the  people. 
Ko  one  of  these  interests  could  at  any  time 
have  obt^ned  the  san(4i<ni  and  protectim  of  a 
majority  ot  this  nation.  But  when  those 
whose  interest  it  was  to  obtain  money  from  the 
Ooremmen^  for  the  purpose  of  constructing 
internal  improvements  in  tneir  particular  section 
of  the  conntry,  were  told  by  the  manu&oturers 
that,  by  joining  them  in  lading  on  a  high  pro- 
tective tari^  a  la^  snrpfoa  revenue  b^ond 
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the  ordinary  wants  of  the  Oovmnnent  would 
be  brought  into  the  Treasury,  and  that  this 
snrplos  conld  be,  with  their  aid,  appropriated 
to  the  purposes  of  internal  improvement,  a 
joint  stock  company  was  formed,  into  which 
it  was  agreed  to  receive,  as  a  partner,  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  in  order  to  fnmish  facili- 
ties to  carry  on  the  business  of  the  firm.  Thus 
these  three  interests,  neither  of  which  oould 
stand  alone,  formed,  when  combined,  a  power- 
fnl  phalanx,  which  nothing  could  withstand, 
except  the  firmness  and  integrity  of  tiie  Execu- 
tive in  the  exercise  of  the  veto  power.  And  it 
is  for  the  fearless  exercise  of  this  conservative 
principle  in  the  constitution,  in  arresting  and 
putting  down  these  nnwarrantaUe  assumptions 
of  power,  that  the  Freeldant  haa  been  so  mueh 
condemned  and  abused  by  those  whose  int«^ 
ests  or  ambition  have  hem  checked  and  ar- 
rested. 

I  propose  now,  Mr.  Speaker  to  enter  moa 
the  aisousnon  of  the  subject  of  the  removal  of 
the  deposits  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  shall  condder  it  in  the  following  order : 

1.  The  power  of  the  President  and  Secretary, 
under  the  constitution  and  laws,  to  remove  the 
deposits,  dec. 

2.  The  expediency  and  propriety  of  the  act 
of  removal,  with  reference  to  the  republican 
institutions  of  our  country,  and  the  general 
interests  of  the  people. 

[Here  Ur.  S.  entered  into  a  close,  Ieg«1,  and  con- 
stitutional ailment  in  support  of  Iiia  first  propofii- 
tion ;  and  having  established  it,  to  his  own  gatla&e- 
tlon  at  least,  as  he  expressed  himself  that  the  Exec- 
otive  branch  of  the  Government  had  fbll  power  to 
nuke  the  removal  of  the  deposits,  be  proceeded  to 
the  second  branch.] 

2d.  The  propriety  and  expediency  of  the 
removal  of  the  pablio  moneys  from  the  Bank 
of  ihe  United  States,  in  reference  to  the  repuh- 
11  can  institutions  of  our  country,  and  the  general 
intereets  of  the  people. 

Between  whfflo,  sir,  is  the  present  issue 
madeup?  The  frimds  of  the  hank  teU  us  tiiat 
it  is  between  the  President  on  the  one  side, 
and  the  Congress  on  the  other.  They  en- 
deavor to  keep  the  bank  ont  of  view ;  and  if 
they  were  here  in  the  character  of  mere  advo- 
cates, they  would  be  right  to  keep  it  out  of 
view.  But,  standing  as  they  do  on  this  fioor — 
the  representatives  of  the  people — they  should 
examine  this  question  in  reference  to  their  in- 
terests, r^^ardlesB  of  every  other  consideration ; 
and  in  that  character  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  let 
the  pe^e  understand  the  real  issue  now 
pending  before  ns,  wldch  is  between  the  Bask 
of  the  United  States  and  the  people  of  the 
United  States. 

Who,  or  what,  is  the  bank  I  It  is  a  body 
without  a  soul.  A  body  created  by  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  through  their  representa- 
tives here.  Whetiier  these  representoUves  had 
a  constitutional  right  to  create  this  body,  is  a 
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qnestion  which  I  shall  ooarid«r  in  its  proper 
place.  And  ^all  it  be  permitted  that  the 
orcftture  shall  rise  and  make  war  against  its 
creator? 

Tot  what  purpose  was  this  bod^  created? 
Was  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  individaal  stpck- 
bolders,  or  for  the  purpose  of  carrring  on*  the 
fiscal  operations  of  the  GoTemment?  Ipreaame 
no  friend  of  the  bank  will  he  so  nnwise  as  to 
contrad  that  it  was  created  for  the  benefit  of 
tlieindtridnal stockholders;  becanse,  with  snoh 
an  admission,  they  wonld  be  without  even  a 
semblance  of  oonstitational  ftnthority  to  snp- 
port  them.  They  would  not  have  a  hook  upon 
which  to  hang  an  argnmoit  in  its  snpport. 

It  was  then  created  as  a  great  machine, 
"  necessary  and  proper,"  in  the  opinion  of  those 
who  made  it,  to  carry  into  effect  some,  or  all, 
of  the  delegated  powers  in  the  constitation. 
Well,  sir,  we  will  take  it  on  this  ground,  for  the 
sake  of  the  ailment,  and  I  am  sure  that  the 
fiiends  of  the  bank  will  not  dare  to  put  it  on 
any  other,  and  how  does  the  case  stand  ?  Let 
ns  inquire. 

Here  is  a  corporate  body,  a  fiscal  machine, 
OTeated  by  the  Government  to  answer  certain 
purposes  of  state  pt^icyjabout  to  ex^re,  and 
the  Prefddent  of  the  United  States  in  Ins 
annnal  Message  to  Oongress,  deems  it  his  duty, 
nnder  the  constitation,  to  bring  the  subject  of 
a  renewal  of  the  charter  to  the  oonsideratiou 
of  that  body,  and  to  express  his  donbts  in  regard 
to  the  power  of  Congress  to  create  snob  a  cor- 
poration. And  what  coarse  does  the  banlc  then 
immediately  pursue  ? 

It  commences  and  keeps  np  a  violent,  system- 
atic, and  extended  attack  upon  the  President 
of  tiie  United  States,  It  uses  eighty  or  a  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  of  the  fbnds  of  the  corpo- 
ration, one-fifth  of  which  belongs  to  the  people 
ot  the  United  States,  to  corrupt  certain  presses, 
and  hire  them  to  aboae  and  slander  the: 
Obief  Ha^strate  of  the  nation  for  the  exerolse 
of  a  coostitntional  right.  It  at  once  makes  np 
an  issue  between  itself  and  the  President,  and 
submits  it  to  the  people  of  the  United  Btates 
with  the  hope  that,  by  the  aid  of  ita  money,  it 
,  oonld  procure  a  verdict  in  its  favor;  at  the 
same  time,  extending  its  accommodations  to 
the  amount  of  twenty-eight  millions  of  dollars 
more  than  at  any  former  period.  Millions  of 
copies  of  this  issue,  with  tne  argument  on  the 
side  of  the  hank,  were  printed  and  paid  for  out 
of  t^e  funds  of  the  bank,  and,  in  some  form  or 
other,  famished  to  every  man  In  the  United 
States  whose  name  and  reddenoe  ooold  be 
ascertained.  I,  myself^  received  several  of  tiiese 
papers  directed  to  me,  from  I  know  not  where. 
These  papers  were  sent  throuf^umt  tiiB  land 
from  Maine  to  Louisiuia,  and  from  the  Atlantic 
Ocean  to  the  Bocky  Mountains. 

And  why  was  all  this  done  ?  The  bank  tells 
ns  it  was  done  in  self-d^enoe  and  to  enlighten 
the  people.  How  very  kind  and  benevolent  I 
This  hoAj  must  differ  from  other  corporate 
bodies.  It  must  bava  a  aonl,  or  it  oonU  not 
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feel  intensely  for  the  poor,  ignorant,  and  be- 
nighted people  of  the  land,  and  be  willing  to 
expend  so  mnch  of  its  money  for  the  pnrposea 
of  charity. 

Well,  sir ;  the  issue  was  made  np  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  great  body  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  and  they  have  rendered  their 
ver^ct  against  the  bank,  by  electing  General 
Jackson  to  the  office  he  now  holds,  by  an  over- 
whelming majority,  and  by  the  election  to  tlua 
House  of  a  large  m^ority  opposed  to  the  bank. 

But  when  we  plead  tlids  matter,  tlUa  verdio^ 
the  friends  of  the  bank  deny  the  mot;  audltia 
good  policy  for  them  to  do  so,  beoaose  if  it  be 
admitted,  it  amonnts  to  an  estoppeL  It  aetOea 
the  whole  question. 

And,  sir,  has  it  come  to  this,  that  the  consti- 
tuted aathorities  of  the  country  cannot— <dare 
not  deliberate  or  act  in  reference  to  a  matter  of 
great  national  policy,  without  subjecting  them- 
selves to  the  abuse  and  vituperation  of  an  insti- 
tution created  by  them  ?  Shall  the  bank  be 
permitted  to  array  itself  agunst  any  depart- 
ment of  the  Government,  and  harangue  the 
people  with  a  view  to  inve  directions  to  thor 
oh<noe  of  rolers?  Shall  thia  institntim  be  per- 
mitted to  nae  the  money  of  the  United  Statea 
to  snbn^ce  the  preas  and  array  hireling  editora 
against  the  Ohief  Executive  officer  for  the  dis- 
charge of  a  duty  devolved  on  him  by  the  coa- 
stitution  ?  And  can  men  be  found  in  ttds  re- 
public, in  this  House,  who  will  tolerate  mdi 
conduct,  and  even  advocate  it? 

SiTj  such  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  bank,  is 
sufficient  to  alarm  every  friend  of  our  free  in- 
BtitQti<»i8,  and  of  unbiased  suffrage.  And  what 
may  not  such  a  power  as  the  bank,  with  such 
a  dispoution,  effect,  towards  the  destruction  of 
our  free  Government,  with  such  a  o^ital,  if 
you  give  it  twenty  years  more  to  live  ukd  g^n 
strength,  andtiiefbndaof  theGovenunenttoDset 

Hie  attitudes  ^  wbioh  we  now  stand  is 
this:  The  Bank  of  the  United  States  against  the 
people  of  the  United  States;  and  we  must 
choose  which  we  will  serve.  As  for  me  and 
my  house,  we  will  serve  the  people.  In  refer* 
ence,  then,  to  the  safety  of  our  free  institutions, 
I  view  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  as  a  pow- 
erful and  dangerous  engine,  which  has  been,  may 
be,  and  will  be  used  to  hatter  down  the  walU 
and  rampu-ts  of  thia  glorious  republic. 

I  have  endeavored  to  show  that  the  real  issae 
is  between  the  bank  and  the  people.  It  is  a 
Btm^le  for  existence  and  power  on  the  part 
of  the  bank,  and  for  freedom  on  the  part  of  the 
people ;  and  so  far  the  people  have  prev^ed. 
But  if,  in  the  present  oonte^  whioh  u,  bank  or 
no  bank,  the  bank,  by  the  operation  of  her  screws 
and  pulleys,  should  finally  prevwt,  we  will  be  a 
poorpaper-ndden,  and  bank-serving  people,  with 
the  name  and  form  of  Uberty,  but  without  the 
substance.  The  commercial  operations  of  your 
country  will  be  regulated  by  this  power.  The 
manufacturing  interests  wiU  be  subservient  to 
iL  The  value  of  our  property,  real  and  per- 
sonal,  will  depood  on  the  will  and  oaprioe  oi 
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thil  oorporatioD,  which,  extending  or  cur- 
tailing its  issnea  and  accommodations,  can,  ab 
libittun.  raise  or  lower  the  price  of  all  propertj. 
And,  what  is  of  more  oooBeqaence  than  all  these, 
the  Government  will  be  controlled  by  it;  the 
I^^sident  or  some  other  dignitary  will  be  made 
by  it;  the  Congress  wiU  be  niled  by  it;  and 
the  people  will  be  slaves  to  it. 

It  id  somewhat  amnring  to  look  back  to  the 
years  1701,  1811,  1816,  and  1882,  when  the 
questions  of  charter  and  reoharter  were  aever- 
aUy  imder  conddenition  in  Otmgreaa,  and  to 
obMiVe  Uie  varions  changes  of  opinion  which 
have  taken  jdace  in  the  minds  of  some  of  the 
leafing  and  talented  politiciatts  of  the  day. 

In  1791,  Mr.  Hadlson  was  OTtposed  to  the 
charter  of  the  old  Bank  of  the  IJoited  States, 
because  he  believed  that  Oongrees  had  no 
power,  according  to  the  oonstitution,  to  grant 
charters  of  incorporation;  and  the  ailment 
he  then  offered  in  support  of  his  opinion,  was 
a  plain,  strong,  common-sense  view  of  the  sab- 
Ject,  which,  to  my  mind,  has  never  been  satis- 
factorily answered,  and  is  unanswerable.  And 
yet,  when  President  of  the  United  States,  in 
1816,  be  «gned  the  charter  of  the  present  buik, 
not  became  he  had  changed  his  opinion  npon 
the  oonstitntional  question,  bnt  upon  the 
und  of  precedent;  adopting  the  l^al  max- 
ttart  deeitUy  and  viewing  a  Ugiilator  as 
standing  in  the  same  sitnation  as  a  judge.  With 
all  due  deference  for  the  learning  and  talents 
of  Mr.  Hadison,  I  must  be  permitted  to  regret 
that  he  should  have  taken  such  an  erroneous 
view  of  the  subject.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  conceive 
how  so  great  a  man  conld  have  fallen  into  such 
a  glaring  error  as  to  suppose  for  a  moment  that 
there  is  any,  the  slightert  analog  between  the 
duties,  powers,  and  responsibilities  of  these  two 
stations.  The  maxim  of  a  legiEdator  should  be 
mahu  uffut  abolendua  ttt,  whilst  those  cf  a  jadge 
are  UalexteriptaMtj  mAttamdeeiiit.  A  Ic^- 
IslatOT  is  deputed  by  his  constitoents  to  make 
laws,  such  as  in  his  judgment  will  conduce  to  tiie 
well-being  of  society,  under  an  enlarged  view 
of  the  whole  sul^eot,  looking  at  the  same  time 
to  the  probable  consequences  oi  the  act.  He  is 
to  not  upon  the  dictates  of  his  own  Judgment 
and  coQBcience,  bound  by  no  precedent,  and 
cirounsoribed  by  no  rale,  except  tbe  constitu- 
tion of  his  country  and  tiie  welfare  of  the  com- 
monwealth. A  judge,  on  the  contrary,  is  ap- 
pointed to  expound  the  meaning  of  tiie  law, 
after  it  is  made  by  the  legislator :  ai^  when 
thus  expounded  by  the  topreme  Jnmdal  pow» 
of  the  Government,  soch  deindon  must  be  takeD 
as  the  true  oonstamction  of  the  lav  by  all  htdget, 
nnless  manifestly  wrono,  until  Ae  Legislature 
alter  it.  And  althon^  a  Jodge,  who  shall 
be  afterwards  called  on  to  en&rce  such  deciuon, 
may  believe  it  to  be  wrong,  bis  language  will 
be  this :  "  If  I  were  called  on  for  the  first  time 
to  expound  this  law,  I  should  give  it  a  different 
construction;  but  the  Supreme  Oonrt  have 
decided  the  qoestion,  and  I  have  no  power  to 
alter  it.  I  am  bonnd  by  tiiat  ded^oo,  and  to 


[a.  ov  lb 

be  governed  by  the  maxim  ttare  deeiau.'*^  And 
why  is  this  the  rule  of  the  Judiciary  ?  Because, 
as  long  as  the  law  exists,  it  shonld  have  one 
uniform  construction,  and  not  be  liable  to  be 
changed  with  every  change  of  judges,  or  of 
opinions,  so  that  all  may  biow  what  it  is,  and 
by  what  tenure  they  hold  their  property,  their 
Uves,  their  liberty,  or  their  reputations.  A 
judge,  then,  from  the  nature  of  his  office,  and 
the  cooseqnenceB  of  his  decisions,  must  neces* 
sarily  be  bound  by  precedents,  in  orier  that  the 
law  may  be  uniform  and  do  equal  Justice  to  aU. 
Bnt  a  le^dator  cannot  be,  and  ought  not,  1:^ 
the  very  nature  d  his  <^Soe^  to  be  bound  by  pre- 
cedent It  is  hisdntf  to  make,  repeal,  amend, 
modify,  or  alter  laws  as  the  public  good  may 
require.  In  short,  it  is  the  province  of  a  legis- 
lator to  declare  what  the  laws  shall  be,  and  of 
a  judge  to  declare  what  the  law  is. 

Mr.  Madison,  in  giving  his  assent  to  the  bank 
charter  in  the  year  1816,  made  a  compromise 
with  his  conscience,  which  I  am  unwilling  to 
make  with  mine ;  and  which  Mr.  Burwell,  of 
Virginia,  in  his  argument  against  the  renewal 
of  the  charter  oi  the  United  States  Bank  in  1 81 1, 
believed  that  Mr.  Madisiw,  then  the  President 
of  tiie  United  States^  would  not  make ;  for,  in 
that  argument,  Mr.  Bnrwell  stated  that  "ha 
could  not  suppose  that  Mr.  Madison  would  use 
one  set  of  argumrats  in  1791,  and  act  np«i 
another  now." 

Mr.  Macon  called  Mr.  Burwell  to  order  for 
umng  Uie  name  of  tiie  President  in  debate.  It 
seems  that  Congress,  in  that  day,  had  some  re- 
spect for  the  office  of  Chief  Magistrate  of  the 
United  States.  How  is  it  now  f  Mr.  Burwell 
said  nothing  disrespectful  of  Mr.  Madison.  On 
the  contrary,  he  landed  him ;  and  yet,  it  was 
considered  out  of  order  to  mention  his  name  in 
debate.  Bnt  now,  air,  to  call  the  I^ident 
a  tyrant  and  usurper,  to  denounce  him  as 
worse  than  Onsar,  and  to  charge  him  with 
having  done  an  act  for  whidi  a  King  of  England 
or  of  France  would  lose  his  head,  j^ass  for  logi- 
cal argument  and  dasdo  wit.  Sir,  if  gentlemen 
have  no  respect  for  the  patriot  who  now  fills 
the  exeontive  chair,  they  should  at  least  have 
some  for  the  office,  for  their  oonntry,  and  for 
thems^ves. 

In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  in  1811, 
Mr.  Clay  opposed  the  recharter  of  the  old  Bank 
of  the  United  States  on  constitutitHial  grounds, 
and  chai^^  Mr.  Crawford  with  having  gone 
over  to  tiie  merny's  camp,  because  he  supported 
tto  reoharter.  In  1816  JSr,  Clay  snraorted 
the  charter  of  tiw  present  hank,  beoanse  it  was 
otmatitntiMul,  and  groonds  hia  aiffoment  npw 
the  Deoeacdfy  cf  such  an  inatitaaon  in  1816, 
which,  in  his  opinion,  was  not  necessary  in 
1811.  Thus,  then,  according  to  Mr.  Glay^  argn- 
ments,  a  bank  may  be  onconstitntional  to-day, 
ud  oonstitotional  to-morrow,  just  as,  in  the 
opinion  of  Congress,  such  an  institution  may 
or  may  not  be  neoesssry.  But  the  great  father 
and  champion  of  the  umk  ta  1791,  Alexander 
ffm"^T*^i  n^oelta  this  Idea  when  advanced  Ij 
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JCr.  Jefferaoo,  and  treats  it  aa  absurd.  These 
are  his  words :  "  The  expediency  of  exercising 
a  particalar  power,  at  a  particnlar  time,  mnst^ 
indeed,  depend  on  circumstances ;  but  the  con- 
etitutaonal  right  of  exercising  it  must  be  uniform 
and  invariable,  the  same  to-day  as  to-morrow." 

Kr.  Crawford  always  held  the  bank  to  be  con- 
stitotionsJ  until  after  the  veto  mesisage  of  1882, 
when  he  too  changed  his  opinion  and  approv- 
ed of  the  veto. 

Uany  other  names  of  eminent  statennen 
might  be  added  to  the  list;  bat  these  will 
miffioe  for  my  purpose.  I  do  not  mention  these 
names  and  facts  for  the  purpose  of  charging 
those  gentlemen  with  inconsistency.  Ko,  sir. 
I  have  a  higher,  and  a  better  ol^joct  in  view. 
I  do  it  for  the  purpose  cS  showing  that,  if  the 
power  claimed  was  conferred  by  the  constitu- 
tion, it  is  not  probable  that  such  men  would 
assert  the  power  to-day,  and  deny  it  to-morrow. 
You  would  not  find  Mr.  Clay  denying  the 
power  in  1811,  and  sustaining  his  ground  by  an 
able  argument,  and  in  1816  cluming  the  t>ower 
npon  the  pvund  of  neceseity.  Yoa  would  not 
hear  Mr.  Oalhoua  claim  tiie  power  to  incoipo- 
rate  a  bank  upon  the  ground  ihtX  the  oonatitu- 
tion  vests  in  Congress  the  power  to  r^pilate 
the  currency,  when  in  point  of  fiut  no  such 
word  is  to  be  found  in  that  instrument.  The 
only  power  in  regard  to  this  subject  vested  in 
Cougross  by  the  constitution,  is  in  the  following 
words :  "  Congress  shall  have  power  to  coin 
money ;  r^ulate  the  v^ne  thereof^  and  of  for- 
eign coins,  and  fix  the  standard  of  weights  and 
measures."  (Eighth  section,  first  article.)  This 
clause  1b  bo  very  clear  and  explicit  tJiat  it 
seems  to  me  impossible  for  any  one  to  misun- 
derstand it.  By  the  word  "money,"  is  meant 
a  metallic  medium ;  a  metal  that  can  be  "  coin- 
ed." Who  ever  huird  of  coining  paper !  Con- 
gress, therefore,  have  no  power  to  regulate  the 
value  of  any  money,  except  it  be  metauio,  which 
may  be  "  coined."  With  the  currency  of  the 
country,  therefore,  made  up  as  it  now  is  <tf 
paper,  Uie  Congress  have  nothing  to  do,  and  no 
right  to  interfere. 

Well,  sir,  the  deposits  have  been  removed  by 
the  Secretary,  and,  as  I  believe,  in  perfect  ac- 
cordance with  the  laws  and  oonstitntion  of  the 
country,  and  with  the  contract  between  the 
Government  and  the  stookholders ;  and  who 
now  has  control  of  them  %  I  answer.  Congress 
— and  a  control  which  it  had  not,  and  could  not 
have,  Wore  the  Secretary  ezwoised  his  power 
nnder  the  charter.  The  peo^e's  money,  then, 
is  brought  bade,  by  the  act  of  tbe  Sectary, 
nnder  the  control  of  the  representaUvea  of  the 
people,  where  it  alw^  ought  to  be,  and  from 
which  it  ought  never  to  have  been  taken,  and 
the  question  now  is.  what  will  you  do  with  it  ? 

But  there  is  another  olgjeotion  to  the  expe- 
diency of  a  bank,  and  it  does  not  rest  on  specu- 
lation. It  is  the  power  which  such  a  corpora- 
tion holds  over  all  the  interests  of  the  nation, 
whether  commercitd,  manufacturing,  or  i^pri- 
onltnraL  Of  this  we  have  abundant  evidBOoe 


sent  here  by  the  bank  itself  in  the  shape  of 
petitions  and  memorials  from  sundry  individ- 
uals of  all  trades  and  professions,  who  happen 
to  be  located  within  the  influences  of  the  nox- 
iona  air  of  the  marble  palace.  That  there  is 
some  distress  in  certain  parts  of  the  country 
no  man  will  doubt.  Has  there  ever  been  a 
time  when  there  was  not  some  in  the  larse 
dties  I  Is  it  greater  now  than  it  has  frequenuy 
hem  on  fbrmer  oocarional  I  belieTe  not 
Bnt  if  it  be,  the  bank  has  caused  it,  and  then 
very  coolly  tells  yon  that  Andrew  Jackson  has 
produced  it  by  the  removal  of  the  depfdta. 
Sir,  does  Mr.  Biddle  believe  this  f  Does  uiy 
man  in  his  sober  senses,  and  who  has  any  com- 
petent knowledge  of  the  subject,  believe  it !  I 
presume  not. 

I  have  said  that  the  bank  has  caused  this 
state  of  things,  and  I  will  now  prove  it  by 
evidenoe  which  I  am  sure  some  gentlemen  on 
this  floor  will  not  attempt  to  controvert.  Mr. 
Biddle  himseU^  sir,  shall  be  my  witness,  and 
shall  tell  yon  how  he  did  this  thing.  In  the 
year  1888,  a  anUen  and  alarming  scarci^  <iS 
monej  was  ftlt  in  the  laige  dties,  and  great 
distress  was  the  ccmsequence ;  and  tluit  it  waa 
owing  to  the  operation  of  the  banks  nobody 
ddubted.  No  otlier  cause  could  be  asugned  for 
it.  And  Mr.  Biddle.  the  president  of  the  United 
States  Bank,  pnblisned  an  essay  in  the  National 
Gtazette  on  the  10th  of  April,  1828,  in  which 
he  gave  the  following  eleguit  and  Incid  expo- 
sition of  one  <A  the  causes  <^  the  evilB  the  com- 
munity was  then  sufTeriog.  I  ask  the  indul- 
gence and  attration  of  tiie  House  whilst  I  read 
wis  essay,  liecause  I  am  sure  that  th^  will  be 
both  pleased  and  edified  by  it 

[Here  Mr.  S.  read  the  article,  the  purport  of 
wUeh  WM  to  sliow  that  the  Astrea  wss  brought  on 
by  overtrading,  indnced  by  orezbankhig,  and  the 
remedy  was  to  bank  less,  wUch  would  dieok  over^ 
trading ;  and  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
had  appUed  this  remedy,  and  placed  Iwtsdf  in  a 
rftnation  of  greid  strength  and  repose.] 

Here,  then,  Mr.  Speaker,  we  have  t^e  strong- 
est possible  evidence  of  the  real  cause  of  the 

rat  distress  which  prevailed  in  the  year  1828. 
was  caused  by  the  banks,  which,  by  "  over- 
banking,"  fomluied  facilities  for  "over-trad- 
ing," and  then,  in  order  to  save  themselves, 
and  "  place  themselves  in  a  situation  of  great 
strengui  and  repose,"  called  in  tiieir  issues,  by 
"  obli^g  their  debtors  to  return  the  bank 
notes  they  lent  them,  or  their  equivalentSk" 
And  in  this  Wi^,  and  m  tills  prooes^  the  com- 
munity was  pressed  and  diatreased  to  an  alarm- 
ing degree.  Where  were  the  public  deposits 
then}  Had  they  been  removed?  No.  Had 
the  Freddent  then  usurped  the  sword  and  the 
parse!  Oh,  not  There  was  no  such  mis- 
erable, pitifiil  subterfuge,  then  to  resort  to; 
and  hence  Mr.  Biddle  told  the  plain,  naked 
truth,  that  the  distress  vras  occasioned  "I^ 
over-trading,  brought  on  \iy  0Ter»banking.** 
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Bat  we  wi]l  retnm  to  these  ones  of  diatresa 
contained  ia  the  petitions  and  memori^  for  a 
recharter  now  on  yonr  table.  Has  there  never 
been  any  distress  in  the  nation  befm-e  f  We 
have  seen  tbatL  in  the  year  1828,  it  was  very 
severe ;  and.  If  we  wiu  go  back  to  1819,  we 
will  see  in  Niles^  Weekly  Kenster  of  the  10th 
of  April  of  Uiat  year,  the  following  pictore : 
*'  From  all  parte  of  the  ooontry,  we  near  of 
severe  pressure  on  men  in  boBiness,  a  gener^ 
stagnation  of  trade,  a  large  redaction  in  ^e 
price  of  staple  articles.  Beal  property  is 
rapidly  depreciating  in  ite  nominal  valoe,  and 
its  rents  or  profits  are  exceedingly  diminishing. 
Uany  highly  re^ctable  traders  have  become 
banknipte,  and  it  is  agreed  that  many  others 
must 'go.'  The  banks  are  refdriogtbeir  acoas- 
tomed  aoc(Himiodati<m8 :  oonfldenoe  among 
merohantB  is  shaken,  and  three  pw  cent,  per 
month  is  offered  for  the  disconnt  (^promissory 
notes  whidi,  a  little  wlule  ago,  were  otm^dered 
as  good  as  '  old  gold,*  and  whose  makers  have 
not  since  saffered  any  losses  to  render  their 
notes  less  vsloable  than  heretofore."  And  on 
the  7th  of  Angast,  1819,  Mr.  KUes  says:  "It 
is  estinutted  that  there  are  twenty  thoasand 

grsons  duly  seeking  work  in  Philadelphia. 
Hew  York,  ten  LQoasaad  able-bodied  men 
are  said  to  be  wandering  about  tiie  streets 
looking  for  work,  and  if  we  add  to  them  the 
women  who  desire  something  to  do,  the 
amonnt  cannot  be  less  than  twenty  thoasand. 
la  Baltimore,  there  may  be  about  ten  thoi^nd 
persons  in  unsteady  employment  or  actoally 
suffering,  beoaose  thtfy  eannot  get  into  business. 
We  know  several  decent  men,  lately  'good 
livers,*  who  now  subust  on  such  vitals  as, 
two  years  ago,  they  would  not  have  given  to 
their  servants  in  the  kitchen." 

In  1820,  a  director  of  the  United  States 
Bank,  writing  to  a  Mend  in  England,  uses  the 
following  language :  "  Our  difficulties  in  com- 
merce continue  without  abatement.  A  long 
oontitmance  of  distress  in  the  commerciu 
world  has  had  a  bad  effect  on  the  morality  of 
the  coontry.  Hen  Gal  in  parties  for  conven- 
ience. The  vast  number  of  failures  takes 
aw«y  the  odimn,  and  the  barriers  of  honesty 
■re  broken  down  by  a  perpetual  l^^slation 
Huited  to  the  condition  of  nisolvent  debtors." 

What  caused  the  distress  at  these  periods  ? 
The  deposits  had  not  been  removed;  there 
vere  three  millions  then  in  the  Bank  of  the 
TTnited  States.    Improvident  men  and  im- 

Srudent  banks  could  not  ihea  resort  to  the 
espicable  subterfuge  of  imputing  their  mis- 
fortones,  or  follies,  or  frauds,  toue  action  of 
the  Preddent  or  Secretary;  and  therefore  the 
country  was  not  oonvnlsed  to  its  oentre^  as  it 
now  is. 

ICr.  Speaker,  if  the  alleged  distress  does 
actually  exist,  and  I  am  willing  to  admit  that 
in  scnne  d^ree  it  does,  there  must  be  an  ad»> 
quate  cause  for  it  The  friends  of  the  bank  tell 
Qfl  it  was  caused  by  the  removal  of  we  d^mrits. 
2f  this  be  so,  I  win  tiunk  senttemMi  to  tell 


me  how  it  operated.  Did  this  act  of  the 
Executive  department  force  the  bank  to  call  iA 
BO  large  a  proportion  of  its  debts  as  to 
create  this  sQcged  distress!  The  bank  mji 
no,  and  fpvea  us  a  statement  in  the  Natitnud 
Intelligencer  of  tiie  8tk  instant,  to  show  that 
it  had  curtailed  only  about  four  millicnu  of 
dollars  from  the  1st  of  October  to  the  1st  of 
March,  Could  the  withdrawal  of  this  amount 
have  produced  the  effect  t  Everybody  answers 
no.  How,  then,  cotdd  the  removu  d  the 
deposito  nave  produced  the  dbtressf  Hr. 
Webster  had  said  that  the  removal  of  twice 
the  sum  oould  not,  per  m,  have  done  it,  but 
that  it  is  owing  to  the  panic  and  want  of  con- 
fidence which  that  act  has  produced.  How  is 
it  possible  that  the  act  of  removal  could  have 
prodooed  a  panio,  when  it  is  admitted  that 
cansed  no  diminntion  <tf  any  eonsemienoe  In 
the  aooommodations  of  the  bank!  And  ]£  at 
the  first  moment  of  the  act,  a  fbar  ct  bad 
consequences  created  this  panic,  there  has 
been  snfiScient  time  to  recover  from  it,  when 
tiie  evidence  produced  by  the  bank  itself  has 
proved  that  the  removal  has  not  caused  it  to 
oppress  the  eommtudty.  But  it  is  well  known 
to  all  that  the  removu  of  the  deposits  did  not 
create  this  panic  immediately,  because  they 
were  ordered  to  be  removed  on  the  1st  <n 
October,  and  yet  the  whole  country  was  qtdet 
antU  after  Oongress  met,  when,  for  the  first 
time,  we  heard  this  cry  of  panic  f^om  these 
halls,  which  has  since  been  echoed  back. 
Although  the  bank  may  have  drawn  in  <mly 
four  miuionB  €ft  her  debtsfkom  thelst  of  Octo- 
ber to  the  Ist  of  Uarbh,  it  must  be  reeoDeoted 
that  she  had  {nvvionsly  drawn  in  sixteen  and 
a  half  milHcou,  which,  added  to  the  four 
millions,  make  an  i^gregate  of  twenty  millions 
and  a  half  in  the  space  of  one  year  and  nine 
months.  This  sum  is  sufficient  to  produce  the 
diflti'ess  complained  of  in  the  commercial  com- 
munity ;  and,  when  this  is  added  to  the 
attempte  mode  by  the  bank  and  its  friends  to 
create  a  panic,  we  can  be  at  no  loss  to  account 
for  the  alleged  distress.  Bu^  it  is  also  said 
that  the  act  of  the  Executive  has  caused  "  a 
want  ct  oimfidenoe."  Jsl  whomt  In  whAl 
Hot  in  the  bank,  ftn-  its  friends  have  always 
said  Aat  public  confidence  is  as  strong  in  that 
as  it  ever  was,  and  that  it  is  in  a  state  cf 
"  great  security  and  repose."  Is  it  loss  of  con- 
fidence between  man  and  man !  If  so^  how 
could  the  removal  of  &e  deposits  have  pro- 
duced thia  effbcti  I  confess  my  inability  to 
comprehend  how  it  could  have  done  so. 

Mr.  Speaker,  1*11  tell  you  &e  secret  of  this 
panic  and  want  of  confidence.  It  is  the  panic 
which  seized  the  stockholders  and  Mends  of 
the  bank,  upon  the  loss  of  confidence  in  obtain- 
ing a  rediarter.  Thia  panic  th^  have  en- 
deavwed  to  ^read  tbroughout  the  nation^  in 
tiie  hapn  that,  nnder  its  Inflaence,  the  people 
would  fi»oe  their  repreaentatives  to  grant  a 
reoharter.  Jm^  at  this  prooeedlngs  that  have 
taken  place  in  Hew  York,  Philadelphia,  and 
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Baltimore.  Can  any  man  doabt  the  object 
and  the  mo^ve,  when  we  look  at  these? 

Sir.  the  conduct  of  the  bank  and  its  friends 
on  -the  present  occasion  is  a  second  edition, 
couddarabljr  enlarged  and  improred,  of  the 
oonvohlTe  throes  of  the  <dd  Bank  of  the 
United  Btatea  in  the  year  1811.  The  Bame 
dries  of  panio,  and  dismay,  and  loss  of  oon- 
fidenoe,  were  then  heard,  and  fbe  same  awfol 
|Hredioti(HU  of  mio  and  watress  were  sounded 
to  the  ears  Oongreaa.  But  they  were  all 
then,  as  they  will  be  now,  ineffectual  to 
obtain  a  reuiarter.  And  did  these  awful 
consequences  follow !  Were  these  predictions 
folfilled?  The  following  fiacts  wfll  answer 
these  questions :  **  Trustees  were  appointed, 
and  proceeded  so  rapidly  in  winding  np  the 
ooncams  of  the  bonk,  that,  on  the  1st  of  June, 
1812,  they  pud  over  to  the  stockholders 
aevrnty  per,  cent  of  the  coital  atook,  and 
^ghteen  per  cent  more  on  the  Ist  of  Ootober. 
1^  was  a  rapid  eolleotaon  ttf  the  debts  dne  to 
the  institnUon,  inasmuch  as  it  enabled  the 
tmateee  to  pay  ^hty-ti^t  per  cent  of  the 
d^ital  stock  in  about  a  year  and  a  half;  but 
It  did  not  produce  the  universal  ruin  with 
which  the  country  had  been  threatened." 
(Gouge  on  Banking,  2d  part,  page  41.)  "  Hany 
persons,"  said  Doctor  Seybert,  writing  in  1816, 
(Satistics,  page  622.)  "  viewea  a  dissolution  of 
Uie  late  ^nk  of  the  United  States  as  a  na- 
tional calamity ;  it  was  asserted  that  a  general 
bankruptcy  must  follow  that  event  The  iact 
was  otherwise ;  every  branch  of  industry  con- 
tinued nnintermpted— no  f^nrea  in  &9  mer- 
cantile conunumtgr  wwe  attributed  to  that 
oooarrMuw." 

I  have  no  fears  that  the  dissolution  of  the 
present  bank  will  produce  the  diaastrons  con- 
seqnencea  now  predicted.  It  cannot,  per  te, 
do  so;  and  if  distress  and  embarrassment 
should  fdlowit,  it  will  be  owing  to  the  criminal 
eonduct  of  those  who  manage  it,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  compelling  the  commui^ty  to  grant  a 
reohuter. 

Ur.  Speaker,  I  have  now  closed  my  argu- 
ment upon  the  main  subject  of  the  debate; 
a^  wiU  condude  by  making  a  few  remarks 
npm  the  approbrious  epithets  which  have  been 
ao  eoarteoauy  heaped  upon  the  Fremdent  and 
the  Secrrtan  of  the  Treasory. 

The  Freudent  has  been  denounced  here  and 
elsewhoe  as  a  tyrant  and  usurper,  for  having 
sdced  the  aword  and  the  purse,  and  for  having 
done  an  act  whidh,  in  £ngland  or  France, 
would  have  tvonght  the  head  of  the  TOag  to 
the  Uock. 

ytr.  Speaker,  is  Andrew  Jaolcson  a  tyrant? 
Are  we  slaves  crawling  to  the  footstool  of 
power?  Is  not  the  fact  that  gentlemen  can 
sUmd  on  this  floor,  and,  unawed,  moke  tiiese 
assertions,  the  strongest  evidence  that  we  are 
free,  and  that  these  extravagant  dennndationa 
more  the  eflbct  (tf  an  over-heated  ima^na- 
tion,  than  of  the  temperate  ezendse  of  right 
reason  t  Did  Andrew  Jaokstm  act  tlie  liyrant 


[Uakcb,  188A. 

at  Kew  Orleans,  when,  in  the  midst  of  an 
armed  soldiery,  fresh  from  the  spoils  of 
victory,  a  thousand  swords  would  have  leaped 
from  their  scabbards  to  defend  Iiim  at  his  bare 
nod,  he  submitted  to  a  sentence  from  a  dvil 
tribunal,  im posing  on  him  a  heavy  fine  for 
doing  an  act  whieli,  thon^  unlawnil,  saved 
his  country  from  the  unhallowed  tread  of  a 
foreign  foe  1  What  was  his  language  and  con- 
duct on  that  occai^on !  The  judge  was  intim* 
idated  at  the  sight  of  the  army,  and  was 
afraid  to  pass  the  sentence.  General  Jackson 
perceiving  this,  called  to  him  in  this  language : 
'*  Pass  your  sentence,  sir ;  you  shall  not  be 
molested.  The  same  arm  which  has  saved 
your  city  from  an  invading  foe^  will  protect  the 
civil  mt^trate  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty.^' 
The  sentence  was  pronounced,  and  the  general 
paid  it ;  and,  in  the  face  of  these  facts,  tlua 
man  is  called  a  tyrant  Comment  is  unnecea* 
sary. 

Sir,  Andrew  Jackson  stands  in  no  ueed  of  a 

vindicator  or  apologist  here.  His  acts  speak 
for  themselves.  His  deeds  of  glory  are  record- 
ed on  the  pages  of  his  country's  history.  His 
virtues  are  embalmed  in  the  affections  of  a 
grateful  people,  and  his  name  and  ftme  will 
descend  to  posterity  engraven  on  pillars  more 
durable  than  brass  or  marble. 

One  word,  sir,  as  re^rds  the  Secretary. 
He  has  been  denounced  liere  as  a  sycophant 
and  tool,  and  virtaally  called  a  liar.  Why  is 
he  called  a  sycophant?  Is  it  because  he 
accepted  the  ofllce  from  which  We.  Dnane 
was  removed  ?  Sir,  Mr.  Taney  could  not  have 
refhsed  tliis  offioe  with  justice  to  the  Preddent 
and  honor  to  liimself.  At  a  time  when  he 
believed  that  Hr.  Dnane  would  comply  with 
the  wishes  of  the  Freddent,  he  had  ^ven  an 
opinion  in  favor  of  the  removal  of  the  deportt& 
without  the  slightest  wish  or  expectation  of 
holding  his  present  office.  But  Hr.  Dnane 
refused,  and  was  therefore  removed.  The 
President,  then,  requested  Mr.  Taney  to  take 
the  office,  and  act  in  accordance  with  his  pre- 
viously  expressed  opinion.  Could  he,  under 
such  circumstances,  have  refused  T  Could  any 
honorable  man  have  refused  1   I  think  not 

Personally,  sir,  I  know  very  Uttie  l£r. 
Taney.  I  never  saw  him  until  this  session. 
But  I  have  long  known  his  character  for  virtue 
and  talents  by  the  report  of  one  very  neariy 
allied  to  me  by  the  ties  of  consanguinity,  who 
has  known  him  long  and  intimately,  who 
admires  him  for  his  virtues,  and  feels  gratefid 
to  him  for  his  kindness. 

Sir,  Mr.  Taney  is  a  man  of  the  most  delicate 
sense  of  honor — of  high  qualiScationa  for  use- 
fulness— of  the  purest  patnotism — the  soundest 
morals,  and  the  keenest  sensibility,  benevolmoe^ 
and  philanthropy.  And  can  Uiis  man  be  a 
tool,  a  sycophant !   No,  never. 

Sir,  the  bank  may  draw  her  bow  and  dis- 
charge her  arrows  at  the  Fie^dent  and  the 
Seoretaiy.  It  mil  be  labor  in  v^n.  These 
arrows  will  never  reach  the  one  nor  the  other. 
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They  stand  on  an  eminence  too  high  for  the 
flight  of  snch  missileB,  and  on  b  rock  of 
Integrity  which  tdl  the  powers  of  tiie  bank  and 
heU  combined  can  never  shake. 


Fbdut,  ICaroh  28.* 

Ur.  J.  Bovumr,  the  member  eleot  from  Vlr^ 

g'nlo,  in  the  place  of  his  brotiier,  the  late  T.  T. 
ovuaXf  i^peared,  waa  ewom,  and  toc^  lus 
seat 


WxraBBDAT,  April  S. 
Dmtk  of  Mr.  Blair,  ofSi>u^  ObrwJttto. 

After  the  jonmal  was  read, 

Ifr.  UoDcFFia  said :  Hr.  Speaker,  I  rise  to 
discharge  a  painfol  and  melancholy  duty,  by 
annouidng  the  death  of  General  Jahbb  Blaib, 
a  representative  from  the  Sti^  of  Sonth  Oaro- 
lina.  The  oocarrmceB  of  the  fer  latA  weeks 
fitmbh  to  Ds  all  an  ImpresslTe  and  awfnl  ad- 
monition of  the  precarions  tenure  by  which  we 
hold  this  fleeting  and  feverish  existence,  while 
we  are  bnt  too  prone  to  act  as  if  it  would  never 
have  an  end.  Scarcely  have  our  feelings  re- 
covered from  the  violence  of  the  shodc,  prodao- 
ed  by  the  extraordinary  and  nnezampled  spec- 
tadle  of  one  of  onr  nnmber  falling  dead  before 
onr  eyes,  while  in  the  act  of  addresong  the 
Honse  on  a  great  qaestion  of  deep  and  a^rb- 
Ing  interert^  when  we  are  sommoned  to  pay  the 
last  melancholy  offices  of  humanity  to  anothw, 
Those  death  waa  eqnaDy  sndden. 

Ur.  Speaker,  I  never  have  been  able  to  fwl 
that,  on  occasions  of  this  kind,  panMyrio  is  an 
^propriate  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the  dead. 
They  are  beyond  the  reach  of  praise,  and  it  is 
not  by  this  that  they  are  judged,  either  in  this 
world  or  the  next  Bii^r^hioal  details,  how- 
ever brief,  are,  in  my  opmion,  not  more  appro- 
priate. Where  the  deceased  is  unknown,  ^ey 
are  seldom  of  any  interest.  His  name  ^ouM 
be  his  epitaph ;  and,  however  blank  it  may  ap- 
pear to  the  vacant  eye  of  the  pas^ag  stranger, 
it  will  always  have  power  to  call  up  the  recol- 
lection of  his  virtues  in  the  bosom  of  friendship, 
and  the  tear  of  undissembled  sorrow  in  the  eye 
of  affection — offerings  more  gratefol  and  con- 
gmial  to  the  disembomed  spim,  than  the  proud- 
est monuments  which  human  art  can  enot,  or 
the  most  pompous  eulogium  wMcih  human  elo- 
quenoe  can  pronounce.  Witho4it  s^ing  more, 
ur,  I  now  ask  the  House  to  bestow  upon  the 
memory  of  the  deceased  the  coatomary  testi* 
monials  of  respect,  by  adopting  the  resolnUcais 
I  hold  in  my  hand. 

SmoM,  That  the  nwmben  of  fUs  Bouse  will  at- 
tend the  fonenl  of  the  late  Jahsb  Blaib,  at  4  o'clock, 
tUfl  afternoon. 

Saolved,  That  a  committee  be  app<^ted  to  take 
order  for  mperlDtendlag  the  f^menl  of  Jahxs  Blaib, 
daoeased,  late  a  membw  of  this  House  &om  the  State 
«f  Sonth  OuoBna. 

S-olMdf  That  the  memben  of  this  House  iriB 


[H.  ovR. 

testify  their  respect  for  the  memory  of  Jakis  Blaie 
by  irearing  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

The  resolutions  were  adopted.  The  nsnal 
notifications  thereof  having  been  ordered  to  be 
sent  to  the  Senate, 

On  motion  of  Ur.  VoDnms,  the  House  then 
a^loumed. 


fsmiT,  A|M!il  4. 
7%e  DeponU  and  eAs  United  Statet  Sank. 

Ur.  MoDiTTni  resumed,  and  oonclnded  his 
remarks  in  oppomtion  to  the  resolutions.  [This 
was  the  concluding  speech  in  the  debate,  and 
was  concluded  by  a  vehement  peroration— thus :] 

Sir,  the  Executive  branch  of  the  Government 
has  plunged  the  country  into  this  stormy  sea 
of  desperate  adventure,  under  oiroumBtanoes 
which  greatly  aggravate  the  outrage  committed 
upon  the  constitution,  and  upon  the  rights  md 
interests  of  the  people.  What  excuse  or  ^pol- 
ogjota  be  o^«d  forsneh  a  daring  assumptioa 
and  hazardous  exercise  of  power  by  the  Execu- 
tive f  When  Cromwell  usurped  the  supreme 
power  in  England,  he  saw  the  nation  torn  to 
pieces  by  fiustions,  and  drenched  in  civil  blood ; 
and  his  strong  arm  clutched  the  fallen  sceptre 
to  save  the  country  from  nniverscd  desolaJioni 
When  Bonaparte  returned  from  Egypt,  and  dis- 
persed  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  he  found  the 
armies  of  the  repubfio  driven  back,  the  financea 
involved  in  ban^ptoy,  and  the  combined  pow- 
ers of  EnroM  menadng  the  existence  of  France. 
Where^  saia  he,  are  the  conquests  I  made,  the 
victories  I  achievedf  the  resources  I  sopplied, 
and  the  armies  I  left  llor  the  seonrity  of  franoe  t 
But  what  was  tbo  omdition  tlie  United 
States  at  that  fatal  moment,  when  the  evfl 
genius  of  the  President  prompted  him  to  as- 
sume the  fearful  re^fmrilnlity  of  destroying 
our  system  of  credit,  deranging  our  system  of 
currency,  in  opea  and  avowed  contempt  of  the 
le^ative  power?  What  was  there  in  that 
condition  to  afford  the  shadow  of  a  pretext  for 
the  usurpation  of  which  we  complain  f  What 
civil  dissensions  was  it  deugned  to  compose ; 
what  financial  embarrassments  and  pubUo  stif* 
feringswa^it  calculated  to  relieve)  It  is  worth 
while  to  hxik  back  to  the  inception  of  this  exec- 
utive experiment.  The  people  oi  the  United 
States  were  in  the  enjoyment  of  an  nnezampled 
prosperi^ — ^literally  basking  in  the  sanabine  of 
tranquillity,  abundsno^  and  contentment— blesft- 
ings  the  more  exqnintely  reaHzed  from  thdr 
contrast  with  the  troubled  scene  which  had  re- 
cently passed  away.  They  had  seen  a  dark  and 
portentous  cloud  lowering  in  the  horizon,  and 
could  almost  hear  the  distant  thunder  and  see 
the  prelusive  flashes  of  the  coming  storm,  which 
threatened  to  shake  the  ndghty  fabric  of  this 
t^eral  syst^  to  its  deep  foundations.  But  at 
this  eventful  crisis,  a  redeeming  power  was  in- 
terposed, in  the  spirit  of  conciliation ;  a  cove- 
nant of  peace  was  ratified  here,  the  storm  passed 
away,  ud  the  rainbor  cSxdn  the  arch  at  tit» 
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heavens,  the  cheering  harbinger  of  that  happi- 
ness and  contentment  which  were  tJbe  lot  of  a 
trnited  people,  tintil  the  &tal  dc^-days,  when 
this  im»t  pemioionB  scheme  of  ezeonUTe  nsnr- 
piriton  was  en^dered,  not  to  aare  the  oonntry 
from  mildiBwiinoiu^  and  nstorelts  disordered 
finanoes,  bnt  to  mar  and  destroy  thft  brightest 
vision  of  happiness  tint  ever  blened  tiie  hopee 
of  any  people. 

And  I  regret 'to  find'  that  the  authors  of  tUa 
fatal  experiment  are  resolved  to  carry  it  on  in 
the  same  recMera  spirit  in  which  it  was  conceiv- 
ed. Nothing  has  struck  me  more  forcibly  than 
the  stnbborn  perseverance  of  the  adnunisn-ation 
in  their  d«^>erate  purposes,  hoping  a^;unBt 
hope,  blind  to  the  palpable  results  of  experience^ 
ana  def^  to  the  cries  of  a  suffering  people.  It 
is  a  spirit  of  heartless,  indifference  to  popular 
Boffering,  wholly  without  exoose,  and  aunort 
withont  example.  We  have  been  told  by  b 
member  of  this  Hoose,  QSr.  Bkasdblit,)  in  the 
exterminating  spirit  of  that  Roman  who  always 
condaded  his  speeches  with  the  motto,  "  Car- 
thage must  be  destroyed  "  that  the  Bank  of  the 
ITiuted  States  must  be  destroyed  by  whatever 
means,  and  at  the  hazard  of  whatevw  conse- 
quences. "Perish  commerce,  perish  credit; 
give  us  broken  banks  and  a  disordered  cur- 
rency," rather  than  retrace  the  steps  of  this  ex- 
ecutive crusade  against  the  bank!  And  the 
Chief  Magistrate  himself  declares  that  neither 
"  the  opinion  of  the  Le^alature,  nor  the  voice 
of  the  pe<^le,  shall  indnoe  him  to  abandon  his 

Sorpose,  wnatever  may  be  the  sowings  pro- 
uced,"  adding,  for  the  oonsolation  of  the  en- 
terprising and  indnstaions  classes,  that,  if  those 
should  fail "  who  trade  upon  borrowed  capital," 
they  will  deserve  Oimr  fMe  1 

Mr.  Speaker,  we  can  scarcely  ^ve  credit  to 
the  historian  who  records  the  degeneracy  and 
degradation  of  a  great  people  of  antiquity,  when 
he  informs  us,  that  a  Roman  Emperor  amused 
hhnself  by  fiddling,  while  the  capital  of  his  em- 
pire and  tiie  fortnnes  of  the  Roman  people  were 
involved  in  one  general  conflagration.  But  our 
own  melancholy  and  wofol  experience  is  but 
too  well  calculated  to  remove  any  hietorioal 
floeptiolBm  which  mij^t  induce  us  to  sappose, 
that  the  extraordinary  spectacle  to  wbioh  1  have 
elluded,  was  drawn  rather  by  the  pendl  of 
poetrythanbythepen  of  histcnioal  troth.  For, 
even  at  this  ewiy  period  in  our  national  pro- 
gress, in  the  very  dawn  of  onr  repnblioan  in- 
fltatutlons.  we  are  onrselTes  exhibiting  to  the 
world,  which  we  vainly  boast  of  enlightening 
by  onr  example,  a  spectacle,  in  some  pf  its  as- 
pects, more  nnnatural  and  revolting  than  its 
Roman  prototype.  If  my  recoUeotion  of  this 
interesting  chapter  in  the  history  of  man  be 
not  imperfect,  Nero  was  not  himself  the  incen- 
diary who  applied  the  &tal  torch  by  which  the 
temples  and  the  gods,  the  senate  honse  and  the 
forum,  the  goi^eotiH  palaces,  and  the  hnmble 
ooCtues  of  tiie  imperial  ci^,  were  conrigned  to 
the  devouring  dement.  Can  you  say  as  much, 
tar,  I  will  not  say  fiff  the  Fzesideiit  of  the 


United  States,  but  for  that  irresponsible  cabal, 
which  is  the  living  emblem  of  pestilence  and 
famine,  by  which  even  his  more  noble  and  gen- 
erous impulses  are  converted  into  instruments 

inisduef  ?  Who  -is  it  that  has  kindled  up 
that  eonflagration  whidt  Is  now  sweeping  over 
the  land.  Uke  a  prairie  fire  of  the  west— bearing 
destmetion  in  m  bosom,  laying  a  soene  (tf  des- 
olation in  its  rear,  and  scattering  constemadon 
in  every  direction !  Nay,  nr,  who  is  it  that 
has  sacnlegiously  invaded  the  sanctuary  of  the 
constitution,  and  lighted  at  the  very  fires  of  the 
altar  that  fatal  brand,  which,  desperately  and 
vin^etively  hurled — with  whatever  aim — has 
struck  upon  the  great  temple  of  oar  national 
prosperity,  involving  it  in  "hideous  ruin  and 
combustion  ? "  Mr.  Speaker,  it  was  no  mid- 
night incendiary  that  silently  bUAo  into  the 
temple  with  this  Ephe^an  tordi,  concealed  by 
the  mantle  ot  darkness.  No:  it  was  t^luj^ 
priest  of  the  oonsdtation  that  violated  the  sano- 
toary  and  de8e<vated  the  fires  of  the  altar.  It 
was  in  the  broad  glare  of  noon-day,  from  the 
imperial  heights  of  powerj  and  in  open  defiance 
of  all  the  moral  and  poUtioal  goaranteee  of  hu- 
man rights,  that  this  consuming  brand  was  cast 
into  the  elraaents  of  combustion,  and  which 
came  upon  an  astoundedpeople  without  cause 
and  without  notice,  like  Heaven's  avenging  bolt 
from  a  doudless  sky.  And  now  that  the  ugnal 
beUs  of  alarm  and  distress  are  ringing  from 
one  extremity  of  this  Union  to  the  other,  min- 
gling their  disastrous  diimes  with  those  cries  of 
custress  which  come  to  us  from  t^e  fonr  quar- 
ters of  the  heavens,  on  every  wind  that  blows, 
and  forming  one  mighty  chorus  ct  indicant 
complaint  that  has  forced  its  way  into  the  sealed 
ears  of  In&tuated  power — ^with  what  sympathy, 
witii  what  fedings  of  commiseration,  with  what 
"  compunctions  vidtings  "  are  these  proofs  of  a 
nation's  sufforii^  recdved  by  the  authors  of  the 
calamity  and  their  accomplices  ? 

[Here  Mr.  Bsakdslht  made  an  explanation, 
discluming  the  language  -imputed  to  him  by 
Mr.  MoDvFFiB,  to  which  Mr.  MoD.  replied,  that 
he  spoke  from  memory,  and  did  not  profess  to 
rive  the  gentiemau's  words  throughout,  but  his 
Qtr.  MoD.'s)  intenwetatioQ  of  them.] 

Mr.  MoD.  resumed.  I  ask  yoOf  ur,  if  the  ad- 
ministration or  its  friends  have  raised  a  finger 
to  rdieve  the  oonntry,  or  even  uttered  a  darie 
word  of  encouragement  or  consolation  to  soothe 
the  afilictions  of  the  people?  From  one  quarter 
they  are  told  that  they  must  be  mistaken  as  to 
their  own  suffering  for  that  "  the  Qovemment 
feela  no  distress" — a  sentiment  in  which  I  doubt 
not,  the  office-holdersj  who  constitute  that  Gov- 
ernment, wiU  most  smcerdy  concur.  Oh,  no  I 
the  office-holders,  from  the  President  down, 
who  live  upon  fixed  salaries,  do  not  experience 
iJie  least  distress,  from  that  great  nationd  ca- 
lamity, which  adds  twen^-five  per  cent,  to  the 
vidue  of  these  SBLtariesl  Fmr  they  have  doabtiess 
found  out,  withont  much  dill  in  arithmetic, 
that  the  same  oanse  which  draresses  the  valns 
of  labor  and  all  the  prodnotums  ttf  Indostrr 
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twentj-five  per  cent,  increases  the  valne  of 
their  income  predaely  in  the  eame  degree.  It 
is  not  all  wonderfol,  therefore,  that  "  the  Oot- 
emment "  shoold  be  able  to  bear  the  sufferings 
of  the  people,  with  the  most  philosophical  for- 
titude. Yes,  sir,  these  gentlemen  c^ce-holdera, 
vhile  sittii^  in  their  armed  chairs  and  enjoying 
their  enhanced  salaries,  can  look  down  upon 
the  snfferings  of  the  people  with  as  mach  tran- 
qoillity  and  composure,  as  an  experimental  phi- 
losopher looks  npon  the  contortioDB  of  a  reptile 
or  an  inaeot,  opiring  fbr  the  want  ai  vital  ^ 
under  ime  of  his  experimentat 

And  in  what  spirit  doea  tiie  Fnddeat  of  the 
tTnited  States  reodve  the  oompliiots  of  tlie 
people,  when  broo^t  to  the  foot  of  the  throne  f 
Ko  constitational  monarch  in  Ohristendom 
would  Tentnre  to  respond  the  complaints  of  his 
sabjects  in  the  same  spirit  of  dictatorial  arro- 
gance and  snperdlions  mdifference :  "  I  do  not 
wish  to  be  pestered  with  yonr  complunts.  I 
never  will  restore  the  depositn.  I  never  will  re- 
charter  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  I  have 
a  measore  in  reserve  which  will  destroy  the 
bank  at  once,  and  which  I  am  resolved  to  ap- 
ply, if  the  bank  continnes  to  pnrsne  its  present 
oooTse,  be  the  consequences  to  individnab  what 
they  mayl"  The  pei^e,  however,  are  con- 
soled by  the  royal  assoiance,  that  **  those  who 
trade  upon  borrowed  capital  ought  to  Iweak," 
which  will  of  coarse  prepare  them  to  meet  their 
fate  with  OhriatiBn  fortitude  and  re«enation  I 
'What  are  we  to  think,  sir,  of  a  Frendent  of 
tlie  United  States,  who  can  thus  ooolly  doom  to 
eztetmination  a  large  proportion,  probably 
three-fourths,  of  that  great  middle  cls^  of  our 
conntry,  which  constitute  the  bone  and  unews 
of  the  body  politic?  What  shall  we  sav  of  his 
knowledge  of  the  elements  of  our  national  wealth 
and  productive  indostryl  The  most  useM, 
indnstrious;  and  prodnoave  claaa  of  onr  dtizena, 
habUnally  trade  upon  borrowed  capital  to  a 
very  great  ntent  It  would  be  a  ourioos  sub- 
ject m  statistical  inq^ry,  and  I  will  venture  to 
coqjectare  that,  takiiw  the  average  of  this 
class,  one-third  part  of  their  active  capital  is 
founded  upon  credit,  in  some  sh^«.  Every 
American  Btatesman  should  know,  what  does 
not  appear  to  have  been  dreamed  of  in  the 
Preaiaent's  philosophy,  that,  owing  to  the  sta- 
bility and  security  ol  our  institutions,  credit 
has  become  an  element  of  wealth  and  a  substi- 
tute for  money ;  a  state  of  things  which  can 
only  exist  under  constitutional  Governments, 
and  which  has  heniaim  ousted  in  our  ooun- 
trr  In  an  extent  unlmown,  perhaps,  to  any 
other,  Henoe^  ammig  other  causes,  the  unpre- 
cedented pn^resB  of  our  prosperi^. 

But  to  return.  It  seems  that  the  oomplainta 
of  the  people  are  rude,  unmannerly,  and  dis- 
loyal— as  if  the  porter  at  the  palace  shoold  say 
to  their  committees.  Do  not  annoy  the  ear  of 
mi^esty  with  the  harsh  dissonance  of  your 
complainta,  but  regale  it  with  a  sweet  eerenade 
tfl  flattering  symphoides}  and  if  you  must 
pi^  for  reno^  in  toe  extreani^  of  your  loflbr- 


in^  be  sore  and  ooaelude  your  supplicattoii 
with  a  political  doxoloey,  ascribing  all  powOT, 
and  all  pr^se,  and  all  gloiy  to  the  deiAea 
Ceesar! 

But,  dr,  the  people  of  the  United  States  are 
not  to  be  put  off  m  this  way ;  and  I  will  take 
leave  to  commend  to  the  ocmnderation  of  "  the 
Govenunent,"  and  particularly  to  those  &t 
sleek,  office-holding  ^ntlemen  who  feed  out  of 
the  public  crib,  on  mstructive  picture,  drawn 
to  the  life  by  uie  mast^  punter  of  the 
bomon  passions.  ^iriiu>  the  canvass  of  O^us 
Uaicios  for  the  MHUoIuip,  Shakspeare  repre- 
Bttits  two  Boman  cntizenB  as  holding  a  dialwiw 
relative  to  the  stl^  of  the  republic  Cdni 
Hardua,  better  known  by  the  name  of  Coriolo- 
noB,  relying  upon  his  military  services,  and  the 
support  of  the  patricians,  who  were  the  offlco- 
holaera  of  that  day,  exhibited  a  haughty  and 
imperious  bearing,  contemning  the  restraints 
of  law  and  kll.  the  civil  authorities  of  the  re- 
public. It  was  a  period  of  much  popular  die- 
tress,  increased  by  the  extravagance  and  ra- 
paoi^  of  those  in  anthority,  when  the  two 
citizens  are  introduced  discussing  the  politics 
of  the  day.  Ton  know  the  fate  of  Ooriolanns ; 
and  I  warn  the  friends  of  General  Jooksoi,. 
that,  although  military  glor^  has  great  fosfdna- 
tion,  and  though  the  Amencans  are  a  gratefbl 
people^  and  have  refuted  the  calumny  that  re- 
publics are  ungrateful,  be  must  not  rely  too 
mnch  npon  that  glory,  nor  tax  the  national 
gratitude  beyond  all  endurance.  I  particularly 
warn  his  disinterested  personal  and  politick 
Mends,  that,  if  they  do  not  rescue  him  from 
the  mercenary  sycophants  who  are  murdering 
his  reputation,  there  is  too  much  reason  to  ap- 

Srehend  that  the  man  who  came  into  the  preei- 
ential  office  with  more  popularity  and  a  more 
enviable  fiune  than  any  Otuef  Magistrate  Binoa 
the  days  of  Washington,  will  go  into  retire- 
ment, when  he  ceases  to  be  surrounded  with 
the  appendages  and  patronage  of  power,  ea- 
oorted  by  the  execrations  of  a  betrayed  p^ple, 
and  deserted  by  the  heartless  flatterers  who 
have  been  the  means  of  betraying  him.  I 
shall  be  very  far,  Hr.  Speaker,  from  taking  any 

fleasure  in  the  fulfilment  of  tiiis  antidpation. 
t  is  with  an  opposite  sentiment  that  I  perceive 
the  strong  passions  and  naturally  high  impulses 
of  a  venerable  old  man,  perverted  to  sinister 
ends,  and  made  the  instinments  of  ruin  to  the 
country,  and  destmotion  to  his  own  fame. 

Ko  human  sagacity  can  exactiy  predict  what 
direction  this  oalamitoos  state  ox  things  will 
take,  or  in  what  catastiropho  it  will  ter^nate. 
But  as  I  am  a  firm  believer  In  the  retributive 
Justioe  of  a  superintending  Providawc  I  think 
it  not  improbable  that  even-handed  Justice 
may  commend  the  poisoned  dialioe  to  the  lips  " 
of  those  who  intended  it  for  the  lips  of  others. 
It  may  hempen  that  wicked  prtjjectors  of  this 
pemidous  experiment,  and  their  schemes  of 
avarice  and  ambition,  will  be  the  first  to  feel 
its  destructive  energy ;  and  gentiemen  must  not 
be  sur^iaed  if  the  tckj  first  ahock  of  this 
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mighty  galvanio  battery  of  credit  and  currency, 
■hoold  prostrate  the  favorite  system  of  those 
who  have  Impionsly  prestuned  to  tamper  with 
those  mighty  elanmbiyTithont  oomprwiaidiiig 
their  nature  and  power. 

But  I  moat  hasten  to  the  eonddention  of  the 
remedy  by  which  the  countiy  is  to  be  reliered 
from  its  present  embarrassment  nod  snffering. 
And  first  I  will  examine  the  projects  of  remedy 
beld  ont  by  the  administration.  Since  the 
commencement  of  the  session,  the  fiiends  of  the 
administration  in  CongrMs  have  been  repeatedly 
and  urgently  called  upon  to  disclose  their  pl^m 
of  relief-— their  final  arraagement  of  the  great 
subject  of  the  oorrency.  And  pray  what  has 
been  the  answer  t   Why,  sir, 

Tsrions,  tlutt  tke  mlitd  of  itmaltarj  mtB, 
StodkHU  of  ohanm  ud  fond  of  korot^, 

lUj  b«  itidiiig>d> 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Oahbki- 
IXNO)  favored  the  House  with  a  very  edifying 
disquisition  on  the  system  of  Scotch  banking, 
which  he  commended  to  our  admiration  and 
adoption,  althou^  it  is  a  mere  paper  system, 
without  a  specie  basis,  practicable  in  Scotland 
from  tlie  fixed  and  regular  habits  of  trade,  but 
wholly  inapplicable  to  our  peculiar  habits  and 
federal  system.  Another  gentleman,  in  anotiier 
anarter,  (BCr.  Wbubt,  of  Kew  TorkJ  standing 
m  a  reiy  confidential  rdaliou  to  the  Ezeoative, 
informs  the  oonntiy  that  the  admiidstration  is 
naolved  to  adhm  to  the  eyston  d  State  bank 
depositories,  on  the  faith  of  that  sagaciona 
finan<nal  prediction,  which  assured  us  that  this 
qrstem  would  furnish  the  country  with  a  cur- 
rency equal  to  that  famished  by  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  if  not  better.  A  third  gentle- 
man, (Mr.  BivES,  of  Yirglnia,)  speaking  still 
more  anthoritatively  the  sentdments  of  the 
administration,  has  amused  the  country  with 
a  homily,  more  in  the  spirit  of  poetry  tiian  of 
practical  statesmanship,  in  favor  of  the  beau 
tieal  <tf  a  hard-money  Government ;  a  scheme 
Just  as  practicable  as  it  would  be  to  roll  back 
the  enrroDt  of  time,  and  oany  back  the  present 
generation,  with  ^  its  intereata  and  improve- 
ments, to  the  gfdden  age  of  ftboloas  antiquity  ? 
The  administration  are  ungnlarly  fortunate  in 
one  reapeot.  Occupying  a  position  which  makes 
it  very  convenient  to  be  "  all  tilings  to  all  men," 
they  have  in  Oongress  gentiemen  of  all  manner 
(rf  opinions,  each  prepared  to  exhibit  to  the 
dififerent  political  divisions  of  the  country,  even 
Ids  own  peculiar  scheme,  as  the  plan  of  the 
administr^ion.  Sir,  it  has  been  somewhere 
aaid  that  language  was  designed  to  answer  two 
great  purposes :  the  one  to  convey  our  ideas, 
Uie  other  to  conceal  them.  Being  myself  a 
jdain,  strtightforward  man,  aoonattmied  to  say 
what  I  think,  and  think  what  I  aaf,  I  have  no 
practical  knowledge  of  this  latter  nse  of  lu- 
goage,  thoogb  I  can  very  weU  imapne  tiiat  a 
mere  pc^tioal,  and  particularly  a  trading  poli- 
tician, if  there  be  such  a  thing,  would  find  it 
of  Angular  advantage  in  oertam  critical  emer- 
gemdm.  Vhat,  for  ozam^  do  tiie  adminia- 


tration  mean  by  throwing  out  those  visionary 
and  notoriously  impracticable  schemes,  dazzling 
and  blinding  tiie  public  eye  by  their  flickering 
glare  and  oonflictlDg  rays,  giving  no  llghtj  bat 
serving  rather  to  increase  the  darkness  visible  t 
Are  they  designed  to  enlighten  the  public  mind 
as  to  the  ultimate  scheme  of  Government  bank< 
ing,  in  which  tiiese  disorders  of  the  cnrrenoj 
are  to  tonninato  ?  For  no  such  vulgar  purpose! 
And  let  me  inform  the  Honse  and  the  oonntry 
that  the  administration  are  not  without  the 
authority  of  a  very  high  example  for  the  course 
they  are  pursuing.  During  that  eventful  period 
of  En^ish  history  which  intervened  between 
the  execution  of  Charles  I.  and  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Protectorate,  Oliver  Oromwell, 
then  Lord  General  of  England,  and  who  was 
permitted,  1^  a  sort  of  parliamnitary  conrtesy, 
to  speak  before  the  represuitatives  of  the  peo- 
ple, had  frequent  ocoanon  to  express  himMf 
on  the  state  of  the  country.  On  one  occasion 
in  particular,  when  the  public  disorders  and 
distresses  had  reached  a  cri^  which  rendered 
the  necessity  of  some  change  obvious  to  eveiy 
one,  he  made  one  of  those  artful,  involved, 
ambigaoTis,  and  iucomprehenmble  speeches  for 
whitm  he  was  so  remarkable ;  and,  after  por- 
traying, with  great  distinctness  and  power,  the 
ruinous  tendency  of  the  prevailing  anaroliy, 
prffliounoiog  it  to  be  utterly  intolerable ;  at  this 
eventful  moment,  when  his  whole  andieuce  hung 
upon  his  lips^  anxionaly  expecting  the  revelsF 
tion  c£  some  grand  remedy  for  the  convuldona 
ct  the  country,  he  oonclitdM  his  qieech,  as  the 
historian  informs  ns,  "  by  explaining  to  the  as- 
sembled Farliunent  the  ^hty-fifth  psalm." 
Kow,  sir,  I  have  always  entwtained  a  strong 
pr«yndioe  against  OromweQ,  and  I  do  not  know 
that  I  can  do  him  justice  in  any  thing ;  but  I 
will  affirm  before  this  House,  and  main  tain 
before  any  tribunal  In  the  world,  that  his  rem- 
edy for  the  anarchy  of  En^and  was  as  prao 
ticable,  as  sincere,  and  as  intelligible,  as  that 
confusion  of  false  lights  which  this  administrf* 
tion  has  thrown  out  to  cover  deugus  ag^nst 
the  liberties  of  this  oountnr,  more  fatd  than 
those  which  Oromwell  had  formed  againrt  the 
liberties  of  Eiwland. 

Do  yon  doabt,  sir,  that  when  Oromwdl  was 
amn^g  the  Pai^ament  by  ezpounding  a  psalm, 
his  mind  was  filled  with  the  alluring  vision  ai 
crowns,  sceptres,  and  all  the  appendages  of  that 
more  thau  kingly  power,  which  he  bad  theii 
resolved  to  establiui.  And  can  we  doubt,  in 
the  midst  of  concurring  signs  which  every- 
where meet  the  e^e,  that  it  is  the  settied  pur- 
pose of  the  existing  dynasty,  to  perpetuate  its 
power  by  a  gigantie  system  of  government 
banking,  without  any  example  in  histoiy  t 

Ur.  Speaker,  the  e^rarienoe  of  the  kst  few 
yean  hw  entiray  changed  mj  views  as  to  the 
destiny  ot  the  fanman  race.  All  my  yonthftal 
visions  of  the  perfectibility  itf  mankind  have 
vanished  before  the  sad  realities  of  the  times. 
They  are  gone  forevw.  I  am  now  construed 
to  belieTe,  that  with  all  the  lights  of  reason  and 
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ezperience,  and  the  political  improvements  of 
onr  oottntn-,  men  are  sUU  the  idolatrous  and 
predestined  Tietixna  of  hnportnre.  B^re  that 
God,  to  whom  I  am  responsible  tor  what  I  saj 
here,  I  do  belieTe  that  the  annals  of  human 
idolatry  and  ddudon  oannot  fiuniah  an  example 
of  ft  more  impudent,  andaoiona,  and  monstrons 
fanpcMtnrej  than  that  which  tills  administration 
is  attemptmg,  and  I  fear,  with  too  ranch  snccess, 
to  piUm  upon  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
UMer  tiie  flimsy  and  delnsive  guise  of  retnm- 
ing  to  the  primitive  simplicity  of  a  "hard- 
money  Government  1  '*  Nothing  that  I  have 
read,  amongst  all  the  superstitions  the 
world,  transcends  its  monstrons  andacity.  '*  A 
hvd-money  Government  1 1 "  From  what  t^oar- 
ter  is  it  to  oome!  and  in  what  manner  is  it  to 
bepn  1  Is  It  to  oome  from  the  land  which  is 
alrady  orer^hadowed  by  the  "  safety-ftiDd  sys- 
tem," of  coDTertiDg  oommerdal  banks  into 
pditieal  machines  t .  Under  sncQi  ftnspioea,  ft 
Teiy  naturally  commences  by  estat^shing  a 
mere  p^Mr  system,  wholly  unconnected  with 
speeie,  by  way  of  going  back  to  "  a  hard-money 
Government  I "  Destroy  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States ;  remove  the  only  effective  bar- 
rier which  can  resti^n  an  unlimited  issne  of 
the  mere  rag  cnrrency  which  once  before 
afflicted  the  country,  and  all  will  be  well  1 1 
An  onchecked  system  of  paper  iasnes,  a  "  fed- 
eral safa^-fnnd  erystem,"  is  a  most  extraor- 
dinary piece  of  machinery  for  coining  hard 
yl  Tet  soeh  U  the  watchword,  each  is 
the  tuiamaaio  motto  of  the  **  repnblican  party," 
AS  it  haa  been  proclaimed  by  that  official  organ 
whioh  seldom  q>eaks  bnt  in  the  words  of  its 
master;  and  through  which  the  general  orders 
have  been  issoed  for  the  pending  and  approach- 
ing campugns.  It  ia  a  contest  between  Jackson 
money  and  bank  money  I  hard  money  and 
paper  mon^  I  Let  the  partisans  of  the  admin- 
istration pnt  a  few  silver  dollars  in  their 
pockets  and  make  them  Jingle  on  the  hnstings, 
and  the  victory  is  certain  1  Jackson  money  I 
"Will  any  gentlemen  inform  me .  how  much 
jK^scm  mon^  now  drotdates  In  Hew  York  i 
Or  is  Jaeksou  money  like  Jackson  democraoy, 
one  tiiiug  in  New  York  and  anothw  in  Yininia  t 
Pray,  what  is  Kev  York  Jackson  money  t 

Bat,  sir,  what  are  tiie  ngss  by  which  this 
gtdden  age  is  heralded  forth  to  bless  the  eyes 
of  the  &ithihl  7  The  blow  of  death  is  sosrcely 
stmck  at  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  when, 
without  w^ting  for  its  expiring  groans,  behold 
a  host  of  banks  of  all  sizes,  are  seen  springing 
up  like  pestilential  exhalatioas.  A  tMuik  with 
ft  capital  of  ten  millions,  in  Lonisiana,  and 
another  in  Ohio,  and  another  in  Eentadcy; 
and  I  do  not  know  how  many  more  are  in  con- 
templation in  the  valley  of  the  UissisBippi, 
Bnt  what  is  much  more  "  gemutte  to  the  mat- 
ter," we  have  reooitiy  s^en  a  pn^ect  brought 
forward  in  Kew  York  by  tiie  authors  and 
managers  of  the  "  safety-fond  system,"  and 
evidently  to  prop  that  tottering  £iM&  to  make 
ft  loan  of  Biz  muUma  of  doUsn  to  uw  banks 


confederated  by  that  systein,  for  the  purpose 
of  relieving  the  people  from  the  distresses  pro- 
duced by  this  executive  experiment^  and  the 
whole  pn^rty  of  the  people  of  New  Ycwk  is 
to  be  nuMTtgaged  fiw  ue  redem»tion  ol  the 
stock  whioh  is  thus  to  be  |dacea  in  the  lunda 
of  pditicians  to  cormpt  and  pnrohase  vp  the 
people  1  In  Pennsylvania  also,  we  aee  fauUeap 
tions  equally  unequivocal  of  an  approaching 
catastrophe.  At  a  great  Jackson  meeting  in 
Philadelphia,  tmmj>^ed  forth  as  one  of  the 
largest  and  most  impomng  ever  assembled  in 
that  city,  graced  by  the  presence  of  a  former 
Secretary  of  tiie  Treasnry,  a  fbnuer  Senator  <rf 
the  United  States,  and  ^  the  office-holders,  the 
audacious  proportion  was  made  and  oariied,  to 
sell  the  seven  milUona  of  bank  stock  owned  by 
the  United  States,  and  lend  the  prooeedi  to  the 
State  banks  nnder  tiie  antiion^  and  disora- 
tion  of  tida  administration.  Under  Uie  same 
auspices,  a  prmosition  has  been  made  to  the 
Legiulature  of  Pennsylvania  to  establish  a  State 
bank,  with  a  capittd  of  ten  millions,  one-half 
to  be  subscribed  by  the  State— a  mere  political 
machine  for  squandering  the  money  of  the 
peoi^e  to  accomplish  the  cormpt  purposes  of 
desperate  politicians.  Such  are  a  few  of  tiie 
more  prominent  mgns  of  coming  events,  and 
no  man  who  does  not  voluntarily  dose  his  eyes 
upon  what  is  passing  before  bim  and  aronnd 
him,  can  befaofd  them  without  alarm,  I  do 
most  solemnly  believe  that  if  the  administration 
shall  succeed  in  their  present  projeots,  for  oon- 
bining  the  banking  with  the  poUtitAl  power  of 
tiie  countiy,  they  will  establish  a  colossal  des- 
potism witiiont  any  parallel  in  histoty,  and 
wielding  an  element  of  political  power  wholly 
unknown  to  any  other  age  or  country.  It  is 
an  eventfhl  crisis  in  our  history,  and  it  remains 
to  be  decided  whether  the  people  can  be  made 
the  dupes  of  this  monstrous  scheme  of  ambi- 
tion,  covered  over  by  the  pretence  of  going 
back  to  a  silver  onrrenoy.  Sir,  it  is  not  the 
first  time  in  tiie  history  of  human  idolaby, 
when  the  horrid  features  of  a  foul  and  nnnatuiid 
monster  of  himosture  have  been  concealed  tma 
tiie  eyes  of  nia  ddnded  fbllowere,  by  a  rilvor 
vtSi.  Yon  have  no  doubt  read,  rir,  the  inatmo- 
tive  Ulustratim  of  the  weakness  of  homan  deln- 
slon,  and  the  boldness  of  human  imposture, 
fiimished  by  the  Irish  poet  in  the  story  of  the 
Veiled  Prophet  of  Ehorassan.  Deprived  of 
nature's  fair  proportions,  the  bold  importw 
covered  his  deformity  witii  a  silver  veu,  and 
hoisted  a  broad  white  flag ;  upon  which  waa 
inscribed,  in  the  words  of  sunshine,  "freedom 
to  the  world."  Holding  out  the  allnring  prom- 
ise, tliat  he  would  set  free 

"Thla  fettered  woiid  from  ererj  boDd  snd  lUlB, 
Aad  briof  lU  piitnal  glories  beck  agila." 

He  drew  millicma  of  devoted  fdUowm  to  bta 
lianner.  And  after  he  had  prevwied  upon  them 
to  sacrifice  their  sonls  and  bodies  to  his  unholj 
rites,  he  rdsed  the  v«lf  and,  instead  of  diadoa- 
ing  the  promiied  vidon  of  heavenly  light,  ex- 
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hfMted  his  firal  lin«ameiita  "  in  grinning  mock- 
Mj;  **  gpdidming  to  bis  wretched  TioUma, 

'  nM%  7*  wIm  Mlati,  b^old  JMT 11^^  jwr  itar, 
T«  WMildb*  dapM  ud  Tlottiiu^  and  J*  ani" 

Uaj  the  honest  devotees  of  a  hard-moner 
torrenoj,  the  "  Torldng  men's  societT,"  and 
•11  others  who  are  opposed  to  the  banking 
mtem,  upon  whatever  prin^^ples,  take  warning 
from  the  example  of  these  Tolontary  viotims  of 
a  daring  impostor,  and  avoid  their  &te  1  They 
how  behold  their  fote  acoorstelj  prefigured, 
if  thej  do  not  rise  up  and  re^st  the  scheme  of 
importor©  which  I  have  attempted  to  expose. 
Let  the  people  <^  the  United  States  roose  up 
from  their  domber  of  &tal  seonritj,  or  when 
tber  6a  awake,  it  will  be  onlj  to  dsiik  their 

Kr.  llcJ>ovnB  having  eoiudnded  his  q>ee6h, 
the  cpHitioii  was  londly  called,  with  a  denumd 
tat  tM  prerions  ^oesticm,  which  was  carried. 

The  main  qnestion  was  then  pnt^  viz. :  "  Will 
this  Honse  oonoor  with  the  Oonumttee  of  Va/s 
and  Means  in  the  resolntioiu  r^Kwted  by  than 
to  this  House  I" 

Ht.  Wildb  demanded  that  the  question  shonld 
be  divided,  BO  as  to  take  a  vote  separatelj  on 
each  resolation. 

It  was  divided  aooordin^ :  and  pat,  flnt, 
apon  oonoorring  in  the  first  of  the  reaolatioos 
reported,  viz. : 

•*Jtmolvtdy  That  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
ought  not  to  be  rechartered." 

The  question  was  decided  bj  jess  and  najrs 
as  follows — yeas  184,  nays  83. 

Txia. — ^UessTS.  John  Adams,  WiUism  ADen,  Aa- 
thoDj,  Archer,  Beale,  Bean,  Besrdsley,  Beaunwot, 
Johu  BeD,  John  BbOr,  Bockee,  Booo,  Bouldin, 
Brown,  Bunch,  Byamn,  CampbeQ,  GambreLeng, 
Oarmicbael,  Garr,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chian,  Clubome, 
Bunnel  Clark,  Clay,  ClsTton,  Ctowney,  GolTee,  Coa- 
Bor,  Cramer,  W.  R.  DaTis,  Davenport,  Day,  Dicker- 
son,  IHckinson,  Donlap,  Felder,  Forester,  Foster, 
W.  K.  FaQer,  Fulton,  Oalbrai^  Gholsou,  Gillet, 
Gilmer,  Gordon,  Grayson,  GrilHij,  Jos.  Hall,  T.  H. 
Hall,  Habey,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  Jos.  II.  Haroer, 
birisoB,  H^hawH,  Hawkins,  Hawes,  Heath,  Hen- 
dersoD,  How^  Hubbard,  Abel  Huntington,  Inge, 
Jarris,  Biohard  H.  Johnson,  Noadlah  Johnson,  Cave 
Johnson,  Seaborn  Jones,  Benjamin  Jonas,  Kava- 
na^,  Kinaard,  Lane,  Lan^g,  Laporte,  Lawrence, 
Lay,  Luke  Lea,  Thomas  Lee,  Lsavitt,  Loyall,  Lucas, 
Lfcm,  Lytie,  Ah\jah  Mann,  Joel  K.  Uann,  Mardis, 
Jdu  T.  Kasou,  Hoses  Haaon,  Hclntire,  IfcEay, 
HcKinley,  KeLene,  HcTesn,  WUer,  Henry  Mitchell, 
Robert  Mttchdl,  Muhlenberg,  Murphy,  O^iood, 
Page,  Parks,  ftrker,  Patterson,  D.  J.  Pearce,  Pey- 
ton, FrankUu  Pierce,  Pterson,  Pinokne;,  Plummer, 
Polk,  Kenoher,  Sohenck,  Schley,  Kiinn,  Smith, 
fodriit,  Standefier,  Stoddert,  Sutheriand,  WilUam 
I^Tlor,  Wmiam  P.  T^Ior,  Francis  Thomas,  Thom- 
son, Tomer,  Tamil,  Tanderpoel,  Wagener,  Ward, 
Wardwell.  Wayne,  Webster,  WhaUon— 1S4. 

NATS.--lf  easra.  John  Quinoy  Adams,  Chiiton  Al- 
lao,  Hermsn  Allen,  John  J.  Allen,  Ashley,  Banks, 
Barber,  Bamitz,  Barringer,  Baylies,  Beaty,  James 
M.  B^  Binoey,  BriggiL  Boll,  Barges,  Os^  Cham- 
bers, Chntoo,  Cboate,  William  Clsrfc,  Corwin,  OouV 


ter.  Crane,  Crockett,  Darlington,  Amos  Davis,  De- 
berry,  Deming,  Dennis,  Dickson,  Duncan,  Ellsworth, 
Evans,  Edward  Everett,  Horace  Everett,  Fillmore, 
Foot,  Fhilo  C.  Fuller,  Graham,  Grennell,  miand 
Hall,  Hard,  Hardin,  James  Haiper,  Hazeltins, 
Jabez  W.  Huntington,  Jackson,  WiUism  C.  John- 
toa,  Uneoln,  Martudale,  Marshall,  McCarty,  HcCo- 
mas,  McDuffie,  UcKennan,  Mercer,  MiDlgan,  Moor^ 
Pope,  Potts,  Reed,  William  B.  Kiephwd,  Aug.  H. 
Shepperd,  WUliam  Slade,  Charles  Slade,  Sloane, 
Spangler,  Philemon  Thomas,  Tompkins,  Tweedy, 
Tanoe,  Vinton,  Watmough,  Edward  T.  WUto, 
Frederick  Whittlesey,  EUsha  WUtUesey,  Vnida, 
Williams,  Wilson,  Toung— 82. 

So  the  Honse  ouumrred  in  the  first  resolii- 

tion. 

The  second  resolution  wai  then  read  as  fol- 
lows: 

*'  2.  JRetolved,  That  the  publlo  deponti  ought  not 
to  be  restored  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States." 

And  dedded  by  yeas  and  nays— yeas  118; 

nays  lOS. 

The  third  resolntton  was  thai  agreed  to — 
yeas  117,  ni^  106. 
The  following  ia  the  third  resolntioa : 

"  8.  Retelved,  That  the  SUte  banks  ought  to  be 
continued  as  the  phces  of  deposit  of  the  pnblie 
money,  and  that  it  Is  expedient  for  Congress  to 
make  flirther  provision  by  hw,  preacribing  the 
mode  of  selectloo,  the  seeiulties  to  be  taken,  and 
tbe  manner  and  terau  oa  vbbdi  they  are  to  be  em- 
ployed." 

The  fourth  was  tim  read  as  follows : 

"  4.  Retehed,  That,  tot  the  purpose  of  ascertain- 
ing, as  fkr  ss  imetlcaUe,  the  osnse  of  the  commer* 
du  embarrassment  and  distress  complained  of  by 
numerous  dliseDS  of  the  United  States,  in  sundry 
memorials  which  have  been  presented  to  CongreM 
at  the  present  session,  and  of  Inqniriog  whether 
the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  hsa 
tteen  violated,  and  also  what  ocwniptioos  ud  abases 
liave  existed  in  Its  management;  whether  it  hsa 
used  its  corporate  power  or  money  to  control  the 
press,  to  interfere  in  politics,  or  ioflnence  elections, 
and  whether  It  has  had  any  agency  through  its 
management  or  money,  In  produdng  the  exisUng 
pressure,  a  select  committee  be  appointed  to  inspect 
the  books  and  ezambu  Into  the  proceedings  of  the 
said  bank,  who  shall  rqwrt  whether  the  provUoM 
of  the  charter  have  be<»i  vidated  or  not,  and  idso 
what  abnses,  corruptions,  or  malpractices  have 
existed  in  the  management  of  said  bank;  and  that 
the  said  committee  be  authorised  to  send  tar  per- 
sons and  papers,  and  to  summon  and  examine  wit- 
nesses on  oath,  and  to  examine  into  the  aflUrs  of' 
the  bank  and  branches;  and  they  are  fiirthar  an- 
thorized  to  visit  the  principal  bank,  or  any  of  Its 
branchea,  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  ^e  books, 
correspondence,  aecoonts,  and  other  papers  con- 
nected with  its  management  or  businoH,  and  that 
the  said  committee  be  required  to  report  the  xtnli 
of  such  Investigation,  together  with  the  evidMieo 
they  may  take,  at  aa  esriy  a  day  as  praottosble  " 

And  dedded  I^^  ^eaa  ITS,  ni^  4i, 
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TuBSDAT,  April  16. 
Death  of  Mr.  Dmnii. 

Hp.  Btoddibt,  of  Maryland,  roee,  and  ad- 
drased  the  House  aa  follows : 

Kr..  Speaker :  In  annoandng  tbe  death  of 
I^mxtoa  PuBNELL  Deknis,  a  Bepresentative 
on  this  floor  from  the  State  of  Harrland,  I  dis- 
charge a  sad  and  solenin  datj.  Not  a  we^ 
has  elapsed  stDoe  he  minted  in  tbe  delibera- 
tions, aod  co-operated  in  the  active  daties  of 
this  Hoase :  be  now  sleeps  t^e  sleep  of  death. 
"What  an  impressive  illustration  of  the  instabil- 
ity of  human  life — *'  of  what  shadows  we  are, 
and  what  shadows  we  pursue  1 "  The  deceas- 
ed stood  to  me,  dr,  in  the  donble  relation  of 
oolleague  and  friend.  I  Imewhim  long  and 
weU.  He  was  a  nieftil,  benercdent,  ana  esti- 
mable man,  and  has  finished  his  course  hi  honor. 
He  was  no  tame  and  ordlnarr  diaraoter ;  and 
although  his  modesty  maj  have  delayed  the 
devdi^unent  of  his  faculties  for  public  service, 
during  his  brief  counection  witii  tiiis  House,  his 
State  IS  not  left  without  proo&  of  his  le^slfttive 
prudence  and  skill.  He  served  her  in  both 
branches  of  her  Legislature  for  many  years, 
with  honor  and  ability.  He  was  wdl  gifted  by 
nature,  well  educated,  and  well  principled.  His 
native  sagacity,  sound  judgment  and  deoi^on, 
and  parity  of  purpose,  made  him  what  he  was 
— a  c^aUe  mi  honest  paUio  ag«it.  The 
Inave,  generous,  open,  and  manly  qudities  of  his 
nature  secured  him  uie  ooufidenoe  and  affec- 
tions of  the  people  among  whom  he  lived,  and 
made  it  their  de&ght  to  h<mor  him. 

He  is  gone  hence,  sir ;  but  his  memory  will 
survive,  embalmed  in  the  kindly  rtvards  of  those 
who  knew  and  appreciated  his  noble  and  manly 
qualities,  and  onembittered  and  untamiahed  by 
a  single  act  of  meanness,  ii^ustioe,  and  oppres- 
sion. He  died,  as  he  had  hved,  deserving  and 
poasessiag  the  warm-hearted  esteem  of  many, 
the  ill-wiU  of  none.  As  the  last  act  of  respeot- 
ftil  duty  which  it  remains  for  friendship  to  per- 
form, I  move  you,  rir,  the  following  resolu- 
tions: 

Saclmd^  That  tbe  members  of  this  House  will 
attend  the  funeral  of  the  late  Limnox  Franu 
Dxmns  at  18  o'clock  to-morrow. 

JUteltud,  That  a  committee  be  mirinted  to  take 
order  for  superintending  the  ftmenu  of  LinuToii 
PomitsLL  Dunns,  deceased,  late  a  member  of  this 
House  from  the  State  of  Maryland. 

Retolved,  That  the  members  of  this  House  will 
testify  their  respect  to  the  memory  of  LiTn.EroH 
PomKBLL  Dunus^  by  wearing  ciape  on  the  left  arm 
ftr  thirty  dan 

Ordertd,  That  a  mesaue  be  seat  to  the  Senate  to 
noUfy  that  body  of  the  deaih  of  LnrutTOir  P.  DiM- 
ns,  late  one  (»  the  Bepresentativea  from  tbe  State 
of  Hazylaud,  and  that  his  fimeml  will  take  place  to- 
morrow, at  12  o'clock,  from  the  Hall  of  the  House 
of  Representatives. 

Tbe  above  resolutions  and  wder  yren  uum- 
imonsly  adopted ;  and  then 
The  House  a4Jonnied. 


[H.  ovB. 


Satubdat,  April  19. 
BSA^^Mn.  Sutan  iJwoter. 

The  House  prooeeded  to  the  oon^watirai  of 
the  bill  fOT  the  relief  Ura,  Deoatnr  widow 
and  representative  of  Captain  Stephen  Deoatar, 
deceased. 

Mr,  HuBBAnn,  of  H.  H.,  said :  All  agree,  Mr. 
Ohairmauj  that  the  capture  and  destruction  of 
the  frigate  Philadelphia,  in  the  harbor  of  Tri- 
poli, was  one  of  the  most  heroic  and  daring 
acts  recorded  in  naval  history.  All  agree  tiiat 
the  enterprise  was  oonceived  and  was  executed 
in  that  pure  love  of  country  which,  forgetting 
stiff  looks  only  to  her  honor  and  to  her  gloiy. 
All  agree,  that  the  man,  whose  valw  and  whose 
virtoe  indooed  the  pnfiHrmanee  of  that  deed  of 
daring,  is  "  aboveill  praise."  Whether  rc^^rd- 
ed  in  Its  orig^  in  its  eharaetw,  in  its  con- 
sequences, it  cannot  &il  to  fill  tite  mind  with 
admiration,  and  to  cause  every  true  friend  of 
his  country  to  r^oioe  that  tbe  valorous  and  self- 
devoted  spirits  which  achieved  that  meaeuro- 
of  natiim^  glory  were  the  spirits  of  his  own 
independent  America.  That  aot  of  heroism 
cannot  too  highly  be  appreciated.  It  has  been, 
and  it  will  be,  commended  in  every  country 
where  public  virtue  and  public  valor  are  re- 
garded as  adding  to  natuxial  greaineee  and 
national  ^oty. 

Before  I  proceed,  Ifr.  CSn^nnan,  to  notioe  the 
particular  objectitms  which  have  neen  made  to 
the  bill,  I  will  advert  to  the  drcQmstanaea 
which  preceded  and  which  immediately  suc- 
ceeded the  capture  of  the  HiiUdelpbia.  I  will 
do  this  in  order  to  show  the  practical  value  of 
the  achievement  which  is  now  the  subject  of 
oonmderation.  I  will  do  this  to  show,  that  the 
most  ben^cial  effects  were  tbe  direct  and  im- 
mediate fruits  of  this  victory. 

Our  relations  with  Tripoli  and  the  other  Bar- 
bary  States,  anterior  and  subsequent  to  that 
event,  are  replete  with  instructive  lessons.  By 
the  first  article  of  the  treaty,  mproved  in  1797, 
as  entered  into  between  the  Ututed  States  and 
the  Bey  of  Tripoli,  "  a  &m  and  perpetual  peace 
and  flienddiip"  was  not  only  agreed  to  be 
established  and  maintained  by  the  full  c<nisent 
of  botii  parties,  bnt  was  also  "guarantied  by 
the  most  potent  Dey  and  regency  of  Algiers." 

By  the  tenth  artide  ct  the  same  treaty,  it  is 
provided  that  "  money  and  presents  demanded 
by  the  Be;^  Tri|>oli,  ^  a  foil  and  satisCaotory 
consideration  on  his  part,  and  on  the  part 
his  snbjects,  for  this  treaty  of  perpetual  peace 
and  friendship,  are  aclcnowledged  to  have  heea 
received  by  him  previous  to  his  signing  the  same, 
according  to  a  receipt  which  is  hereto  anuex^ 
ezcwt  rntUx  part  as  is  pronised  on  the  part  oS 
the  United  States  to  be  delivered  and  paid  <m 
the  arrival  ttf  their  ecmsal  at  Tl^li,  of  whioh 
part  a  note  is  likewise  hereto  annexed,  and  no 
pretence  of  any  periodical  tribute  or  farther 
pimnent  is  ever  to  lie  made  by  either  party." 

Notwithstanding  the  ratification  of  this  treatv 
—notwithstanding  the  engagements  tiins  ■ot 
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eiBDlr  and  onqoalifiedlr  made  betmen  the  con- 
tracting parties,  it  is  matter  of  history  that  on 
the  part  of  the  Bey  of  Tripoli,  its  proTiaioDS 
were  totally  disregarded.  It  was  xiipon  its  face 
a  treaty  of  peace  and  amity  —it  was  in  praotioe, 
bnt  a  mere  pretext  for  the  most  tmwarraatable 
demands  npon  the  United  States  on  the  part 
.of  the  Tripolitut  Gorermnent 

From  17S7  nntil  1801,  when  tiiere  was  a 
formal  declaration  of  war  made  by  the  Bashaw 
of  Tripoli  against  our  own  republic,  instead 
of  that  protection  and  security  promised  by 
the  treafy,  every  depredation  which  rapacity 
and  'Wol^oe  could  soegest,  was  committed 
upon  onr  commerce.  Every  exorbitant  exao- 
ticm  and  peoumary  tribnte  was  demanded  which 
their  eoned  lust  for  gold  oonld  induce.  'With- 
out the  shadow  of  right — without  any  justifia- 
ble pretence,  not  only  was  our  commerce  and 
navigation  interrupted,  onr  property  taken  to 
satisfy  the  uncontrolled  passion  of  the  Bashaw 
himself  but  also  oar  native  citizens,  the  sons 
of  our  own  soil,  were  captured  and  incarcerated, 
nntil  the  cruel  and  merMeas  exactions  of  the 
Tripolitan  Government  were  answered.  Thus 
it  was  that,  in  three  short  years,  more  than 
three  hundred  thousand  dollui  were  extorted 
from  us  to  soften  the  heart  of  the  tyrant,  to 
court  the  fhvor  q£  Tripoli  by  degradhtg  the 

Kirit  and  humbUng  tiie  {aide  <h  America, 
ibnte  was  a  word  not  aanetioned  in  onr  na- 
tional vocabulary.  "  IGUions  for  defence,  not 
a  cent  for  Mbute,"  was  our  universal  sentiment 
The  olums  of  Bashaw,  made  without  right, 
and  agfdnst  tiie  highest  authority  of  his  Gov- 
ernment, were  contemned  and  openly  resisted, 
but  to  no  effect.  War  was  at  length  declared ; 
the  standard  of  American  liberty  was  razed  to 
the  ground ;  no  alternative  was  left.  To  submit 
to  tiie  exaotious  of  unlicensed  despotism  must 
have  been  at  the  sacrifice  of  onr  national  honor. 
It  was  impossible.  The  sentiment  of  Ur.  Jeffer- 
son, the  Chief  Executive  Mafpstrate,  commnni- 
oated  to  Ocmgreis  in  Deoember,  1801,  was  but 
tiie  sentiment  of  the  whole  American  people. 

That  distingnfahed  statesman,  In  his  annual 
Uessage  ronarlrod,  **To  this  state  of  general 
peace  with  which  we  have  been  blessed,  one 
only  exception  exists.  Tripoli,  the  least  con- 
siderable of  the  Barbary  States,  had  come  for- 
ward with  demands  unfounded  either  in  right 
or  in  compact,  and  had  permitted  itself  to  de- 
clare war,  on  our  failure  to  comply  before  a 
given  day.  The  style  of  the  demand  adnutted 
but  one  answer."  An  American  sqnadron  was 
ordered  into  the  Mediterranean  to  maintmn 
those  rif^ts  sacredly  guarantied  by  the  treaty 
of  17d7;  to  protect  our  commerce;  to  secure 
cor  dtixens  mm  o^ttore ;  and  to  defoid  the 
honor  of  onr  country.  An  ifipeal  was  made 
to  the  virtue,  the  valor,  the  pride,  and  the  pa- 
triotism of  onr  repabUc,  "  to  carry  the  war  mlh 
■pirit  and  with  effect  into  Africa." 

We  were  engaged  in  a  controversy  of  no 
ordinary  character,  and  with  a  nation  o£  no 
ordinary  meana.  Every  overture  padfio  in  its 
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terms,  every  declaration  evincing  a  fixed  pur- 
pose to  adhere,  on  onr  part,  to  treaty  stipnlationfl, 
were  disregarded.  "Give,  ^vel  or  my  oor- 
surs  shall  destroy  yonr  commerce,"  was  tiie 
undisguised  langus^  of  the  Bashaw. 

We  prepared  for  the  conflict ;  and  the  acci- 
dental loss  of  our  frigate  Philadelphia  was  among 
the  first  events  which  succeeded  the  declaration 
of  war.  The  way  and  manner  of  hw  falling 
into  the  possession  of  the  enemy  is  known  to 
every  member  of  this  committee.  The  vessd 
was  dislodged  from  the  rocks ;  taken  uid  cap- 
tured ;  her  officers  and  crew  loaded  with  chaina 
and  most  nnfeeling^  inoaroerated  in  their  oom- 
Bumpriscm. 

"  Deseriptiott,"  in  the  langna^  trf  one  of  the 
soffarers,  '^oan  convey  but  an  inadequate  idea 
of  the  horrors  of  our  impHsonment :  we  were 
confined  in  a  dungeon  in  the  centre  of  the  castle, 
into  which  no  air  or  light  conld  find  aoeess, 
but  through  a  small  iron  grate  in  the  terraoe  or 
ceiling."  Such  was  the  condition  of  our  un- 
fortunate countrymen  who  fell  thus  accidentally 
Into  the  posse^on  of  our  relentless  enemy. 

The  effect  produced  by  this  capture  is  equally 
well  known.  "  It  was  a  jubilee  m  Tripoli ;  the 
Pacha  and  his  court  did  not  attempt  to  conceal 
their  exultation.  So  extravagant  were  his  calcu- 
lations, that  he  would  not,  after  that  events 
listen  to  any  proposal  of  peace  and  ransom,  far 
a  less  sum  than  one  million  of  dollars." 

Well  have  I  sud,  then,  Hr.  Ohairman,  that 
we  were  engaged  in  a  contest  of  no  ordinary 
charaoter,  and  with  a  nation  of  no  ordinary  pow- 
ers. It  became  necessary,  sir,  to  break  down 
the  demands  of  her  mad  pasnons ;  to  bring  her 
back  to  a  sense  of  common  justice ;  to  awaken 
something  like  principle ;  or.  If  not,  effectually 
to  alarm  ner  fears,  by  giving  to  her  evidence 
of  the  tmest  heroiam,  koA  of  the  purest  patri^ 
otism. 

The  bare  recital  of  the  events  which  im- 
mediately succeeded  the  capture  of  the  Philadel- 
phia, cannot  faSL  even  at  this  late  pwiod,  to 
ml  tiie  heart  with  sorrow  and  sadness.  At 
that  time,  when  the  wrongs  done  onr  country 
and  our  brave  men,  were  fresh  and  fall  In' re- 
collection, the  arm  of  every  naval  hero  in  the 
Mediterranean  must  have  been  nerved  |  eveir 
heart  and  aool  must  have  been  animated. 
Honor  and  pride  must  have  stimulated  to  aotitm, 
and  called  for  vengeance  on  the  treacberoos 
foe. 

It  should  be  remembered,  that,  up  to  the  7th 
of  February,  1804,  (more  than  seven  years  after 
the  treaty  with  iVipoli,)  the  conduct  of  the 
Bashaw  and  his  court  evinced  a  determined 
and  unprovoked  hostility.  The  course  which 
was  left  to  our  brave  men,  then  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, was  plun,  and  of  which  they  were  duly 
sellable.  To  treat  with  the  Govemmuit 
Tripoli  would  be  unavailing ;  to  meet  and  to 
conquer  her  corsairs  would  l>e  equally  ineffec- 
tual :  bnt  to  carry  the  war  home ;  to  make  the 
enemy  tremUe  in  his  eastie ;  to  let  him  witneas 
'  onr  fixed  and  determined  pnipose ;  to  mak» 
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him  eensible  of  onr  ralor,  and  of  our  entire  de- 
Totednes8  to  the  cause  of  onr  common  cotm- 
tey,  wonld  alone  answer  tiie  great  derign. 

biflnenoed  hj  moh  lugh  oonsideratioDs,  De- 
oatnr  applied  to  the  coniroaading  officer  of  the 
aqaadnm  fat  leave  to  enter  with  each  a  Teasel 
as  he  n^ht  select,  the  harbor  of  Tripoli,  to 
hoard  and  to  capture  the  Philadelphia,  there 
aafelj  moored.  The  proposition  was  received, 
well  weighed,  matarely  considered,  and  delib- 
erately acceded  to.  Nothing  short  of  this 
conld  bring  down  the  proud  and  towtting  ^irit 
of  the  Baiuaw  himself. 

An  order  was  issued,  and  this  order  executed ; 
it  was  fiutbfullj  executed ;  and  that  constitutes 
the  foundation  of  the  claim  now  set  up  for 
remuneration,  hj  the  captors  of  the  Philadel- 
phia; and  yetithasbeen  contended,  and  is  now 
gravely  contended  here  and  elsewhere,  that 
the  order  of  Commodore  Preble  conflicts  with 
the  legal  and  equitable  rights  of  the  captors. 

I  will  transtnibe,  literallyi^the  order  which 
emanated  fhmi  Commodore  Preble. 

[The  order  read.] 

Such  was  the  order — an  order  most  faithfully 
executed ;  the  execution  of  which  has  given  to 
our  conntry  an  elevated  naval  character  among 
the  nations  of  the  earth. 

And  what,  Mr.  Ohairman,  is  the  fair  import, 
the  liberal  and  jost  construction  of  this  written 
oommand  )  It  is  nothing  more  and  nothii^  less 
than  a  direction  to  Decatur  to  board  the  ^Ua- 
deli^ik  and,  if  he  meets  with  resistance,  to 
oanyaU  by  the  sword;  In  other  words,  to  OTcr- 
oome  the  enemy — to  obtain  the  entire  control, 
the  absolnte  possession  of  the  vessel — to  divest 
like  raemy  of  all  right,  and  to  make  her  the 
means  (i^  in  the  exercise  of  a  sound  discretion, 
he  can)  of  destroying  the  Bashaw's  vessels  in 
the  harbor ;  or,  if  he  can,  without  risking  too 
mnc^  he  might  make  the  guns  of  the  vessel 
the  instruments  of  destruction,  not  only  to  the 
ahipping,  but  to  the  c&stle  of  the  Bashaw.  It 
was  not  posnble  for  Decatur  to  fulfil  the  order 
which  was  given  him,  without  first  driving  the 
enenrr  from  the  vessel,  and  acquiring  an  undis- 
pnted  control  and  possesion — witiiont  having, 
to  all  intents  and  purposes,  o^>tured  her  from 
the  Tripditana.  I  am  aware  that  it  was  part 
of  the  order  to  bum  the  Kiiladdphia :  I  am 
aware  that  the  destruction  of  the  vessel  was  re- 
garded as  an  oliject  of  great  importance :  and  I 
eannot  for  a  moment  donbt  that,  were  it  not 
for  such  an  additional  direction,  Decatur 
wonld  have  brought  her  in  triumph  and  in  safety 
oat  of  the  harbor  of  Tripoli,  and  attached  her 
to  the  American  squadron  then  in  the  Hediter- 
ranean.  Be  that  as  it  may,  the  order  was  first 
to  board — to  break  down  all  oppoution — to 
oarry  aU  the  sword — to  oonqner  the  enemy, 
and  to  oaptore  the  vessel ;  and  it  could  not 
have  been  possible  for  the  crew  of  the  Intrepid 
to  have  set  fire  to  the  Philadelphia,  and  thereby 
to  hum  and  to  destroy  her,  until  they  had  divest> 
•d  t2w  fiw  of  Ihe  posseadffii,  and  had  obtained  Hie 
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entire  control  themselves.  Snch  was  the  order, 
and  such  is  the  evidence  in  the  case.  It  was, 
then,  a  owtnre,  and  every  right  vested  in  tiie 
captors  which  would  have  vested  had  tiie  cap- 
ture been  made  upon  the  high  seas,  "jure  helU." 

Before  I  examine  further  this  position,  I 
would  advert  for  a  moment  to  the  efiect  pro- 
duced at  Tripoli  by  the  capture  and  destruction 
of  the  ^iladelpma,  and  by  the  events  which 
followed  close  upon  that  brilliant  achievement. 

"  The  tone  of  confldonoe  and  triumph  continued 
until  this  daiiog  enterprise  illaminated  the  cistle  ^ 
the  Bashav  iritn  the  blaze  of  Dccatnr'a  trophy. 

*'  The  sensatioa  produced  hy  the  achievement  was 
indescribable:  oonatenuition  and  dismay  were  de- 
picted on  everj  face.  But  the  best  evidence  of  its 
impression  was  the  frequent  conferences  of  the  Pa- 
cha  with  the  consuls — bisundiagiiiBed  derire  tomake 
peace,  and  his  propoaitioM  to  that  ellbet,'  on  terms 
much  more  moderate;  even  for  $800,000  did  he 
then  olfer  tc  ransom  our  oq)tarad  ficemen.  The 
results  of  this  cq)tare  were  incalculable  advan- 
tage to  the  nation.  They  led  to  an  hononiUe  peace 
— to  the  abolishment  of  tribute — Co  the  liberation 
of  the  soiTeriiig  captives — to  future  peace  «id  bcuor 
— and  to  a  gallant,  ambitious  qurit  in  the  navy." 

The  effect  produced  upon,  our  brave  conntty- 
men,  then  immured  in  Tripolitan  dungeons,  can 
better  be  conceived  than  described.  It  could 
not  fail  to  reanimate  their  hopes,  to  lights 
thdr  burdens,  and  to  etrengtben  their  coofi- 
dence.  One  ray  of  Uf^t,  raoitted  ftom  the 
towering  mast  of  the  bnming  jHiiladelphia, 
breaks  in  upon  their  dark  and  comfortless 
cells :  they  eonld  not  but  feel  its  cheering 
influence ;  they  oonld  not  but  be  thereby  better 
fitted  to  bear  evray  privation,  and  to  submit 
to  every  suflTering  which  tiie  deep-rooted  malice, 
and  the  humbleid  pride  of  their  own  and  of 
their  country's  enemy,  should  presume  to  inflict. 

It  will  be  admitted  that  the  subsequent  cap- 
ture of  the  Tripolitan  gun-boats  in  August, 
1804 ;  the  brilliant  success  attending  the  land 
operatitnu  of  General  Eaton  and  his  army,  and 
the  self-immcdation  upon  the  altar  of  patriotism 
of  the  intrepid  Somers  and  his  eomrades»whose 
fates  are  torn  on  tiie  proud  monument  erected 
to  perpetuate  thdr  fame  and  glory,  now  stand- 
ing in  the  front  of  this  Capitol — more  or  less 
con^buted  to  that  highly  favorable  b^aty  which 
was  made  with  Tripoli  in  Jnn&  1606,  sixteen 
months  only  after  the  capture  of  the  Philadel- 
phia. By  the  Sd  article  of  that  treaty,  it  is 
expressly  stipulated,  that 

«<  The  Bashaw  of  Tripoli  shall  deliver  up  to  the 
American  squadron,  now  off  Tripoli,  all  the  Ameri- 
cans In  his  possession ;  and  oa  the  number  of  Ameri- 
cans in  possesion  of  the  Bashaw  of  Tripoli  amounts 
to  three  bundled  persons,  more  or  less,  and  the  num- 
ber of  Tripoline  tnbjecta  in  the  power  <tf  the  Ameri- 
cans, to  about  one  hundred,  more  or  less,  the  Bashaw 
of  Triptdl  shall  receive  item  the  Uidted  States  of 
America  tfw  sum  of  I6&000,  as  a  payment  fw  tiie 
dilbnnoe  between  fbe  prisoners  herun  meatioiied.** 

No  one  will  ot  can  doubt,  then,  the  direct 
and  BDbBtantial  boiefit  whkth  the  oaptore  ct 
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the  Philadelphia  and  anbseqnent  events  pro- 
dnced  to  oar  country.  Wbiie  that  vessel  was 
in  the  possession  of  the  Pacha  and  his  court, 
nothing  leas  than  a  million  of  dollars  oonld 
purchase  the  ransom  of  her  crew.  By  the 
treaty  of  Jane,  1806,  he  Rave  ap  all  for  the 
sam  of  sixty  thoosand  dollars,  and  agreed 
that  there  shall  be,  from  the  conolnsioa  of  the 
treaty,  a  firm,  inviolably  and  nniversal  peace, 
and  a  nneere  mendahip  between  the  Preeidoit 
and  the  citixena  of  the  United  States  of 
America  on  the  one  part,  and  the  Bashaw, 
Bey,  and  sabjects  of  the  rMenoy  of  Tripoli,  in 
Barbary,  ou  the  other,  made  by  the  free  con- 
sent  of  both  parliea,  and  on  tiie  terms  of  the 
most  fkvored  nations.  Stipulations  which 
have  been  inviolably  observed :  our  commerce 
has  been,  from  that  time,  ondistorbed ;  onr 
trade  has  remained  oninterrnpted ;  and  the 
name  of  an  American  citizen  has  never  ftuled 
since  to  command  reEn>ect  in  that  State  in 
Barbary.  No  tribate  m  money  or  in  stores 
has  been  exacted.  The  memorable  successes 
and  evwits  of  1804  gave  as  an  inflnenoe  and  a 
eharaoter  with  that  and  every  other  Barbary 
Powe^,  which  has,  duoe  that  period,  been  felt 
and  atUDiowledfled. 

I  hare  already  adverted  to  some  of  the  cir- 
CKunstances  which  attended  the  ctmtore  of  the 
Philadelphia,  and  which  of  itself  produced 
such  a  revolution  in  the  temper  and  mind  of 
the  Bashaw  of  Tripoli.  I  have  already 
adverted  to  the  oiroumstances  under  whidi 
the  enterprise  was  curled  on,  by  whom  the 
plan  was  conceived,  and  by  whom  it  was  exe- 
onted. 

Benrding  the  taking  of  the  Philadelphia  as 
a  l^u  capture,  I  will  proceed  to  show  what 
rights  the  captors  thereby  acquired.  For  I 
contend  that  the  subsequent  destmoUon  of 
the  vessel,  by  order  of  Commodore  Preble, 
cannot  impur  any  right  which  was  vested  by 
the  capture  itself  And  as  it  respects  the 
captors,  it  ia  wholly  immaterial  whether  the 
order  was  given  tor  the  deslzaction  anterior 
to  the  engagement,  or  daring  the  engagement, 
or  after  the  cloture  had  been  adiiev^  We 
were  at  war  wi&  Tripoli ;  the  great  end  and 
aim  of  every  battle  was  to  annoy  the  enemy  to 
the  greatest  possible  extent.  The  question, 
and  the  only  qnestion,  is,  was  the  enemy 
deprived  of  so  much  of  hu*  naval  fbrce^  by  the 
poww  of  onr  arms:  was  the  Philaduphia 
oaptnredf  No  one  who  reads  the  eviduioe  can 
doabt  the  fact  The  moment  when  the  flag  of 
the  enemy  was  struck,  that  moment  tSie  right 
to  tiie  capture  vested  in  the  captors.  Tlie 
moment  the  stripes  were  raised  above  the 
crescent,  that  moment  the  interest  <k  the 
Bashaw  ceased^  and  the  interest  of  Ae  captors 
oommenoed. 

To  the  captors,  thui,  belonged  the  value  of 
the  Philadelphia,  at  the  time  and  place  of  her 
capture,  unless  there  had  been  subsequent  acts 
on  their  part,  amountiag  to  a  voluntwy 
abandnunei^  of  the  prixe,    Iliis  is  not  oon- 
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tended ;  it  was  the  ordw  of  the  «eut  oi  the 
C^ovemment  which  alone  prevented  the  Phila- 
delphia, after  her  capture,  from  being  again 
attached  to  onr  navy. 

The  right  had  vested  when  the  flag  of  the 
enemy  was  struck.  Suppose  the  captors  had 
run  uie  Philadelphia  out  of  the  harbor,  and 
attached  her  to  tb»  American  squadron,  con- 
trary to  the  orders  of  the  commodore ;  auppoae 
that  they  had  aa&ly  bronj^  her  into  port, 
would  not  the  vessel  have  been  acfjndged  In 
our  oonrta  of  admiralty  as  good  prixe^  and 
would  not  her  value  have  been  dismbnted  m 
prize  money  among  the  captors  according  to 
the  provisions  of  the  prize  act  ?  I  think  there 
oonld  be  no  donbt  of  the  £u;t — and  why  so  I 
Not  from  the  circumstance  of  running  the 
Philadelphia  from  Tripoli  to  Syraouse.  Not 
fh>m  the  circumstanoe  of  bringing  her  into  an 
American  port  Those  circumfftanoes  could 
not  add  to  or  take  from  the  title  of  the  captors. 
If  the  captors  had  not  received  orders  to  nnriL 
hut  Dec^ur  himself^  An  the  exercise  of  sound 
discretion,)  after  he  had  acquired  the  entire 
contnd  of  the  vessel,  to  prevent  her  reeutorc^ 
had  burnt  aai  desbroyed  her,  there  coud  bo 
no  doubt,  in  that  ease,  that  the  instant  tha 
torch  was  ^ipUed  the  right  and  title  was  In 
the  captors. 

If  the  captors  had  broufj^t  the  Philadelphia 
out  of  the  harbor,  and  on  her  homeward 
paasag©  had  effected  an  insurance  of  the 
vessel,  and  the  same  had  been  lost,  could  any 
doubt  exist  as  to  the  right  of  the  captors  to 
claim  the  benefit  of  the  policy!  Oertainly 
not.  What  gave  the  right  ?  The  capture. 
the  captors  liad  violated  any  of  the  revenne 
lawB  of  a  neutral  power,  in  the  manwement  <rf 
th»  vessel  captured,  and  ahe  had  been  eoa.- 
demnedf  the  oris^nsl  owners  conld  set  up  no 
dtim  to  her — all  their  ri|^  and  interest  had 
been  divested  by  the  capture. 

It  will  be  remembwed  that,  at  the  time  ct 
her  cMitnre,  t^e  United  States  were  at  war 
with  Tnpoli,  and  that  up  to  June,  1606,  hostil- 
ities existed  between  the  two  nations.  It  wiH 
also  be  remembered  that,  in  1818,  and  in  1814^ 
we  were  at  war  with  England.  And  the  first 
case  to  which  I  would  oaU  the  attention  of  the 
committee,  will  be  found  in  the  third  volume 
of  the  laws,  p.  690.  An  act  of  Congress  was 
passed  In  Uarai,  1804,  for  t^e  relief  of  the  cap- 
tors of  the  Hoonah  armed  ships  Heshouda  and 
Hirboha.  ^ose  venels  had  oom.  cwtured  by 
the  John  Adams,  under  the  command  of  Com- 
modore Bodgers,  and  of  the  I^iiladdphia,  then 
under  the  command  of  Commodore  Bunbridge. 
The  vessels  captared  were  in  force  inferior  to 
the  vessels  making  the  captore.  And  the  act 
provides  that  the  sum  of  |8,694  60,  being  one 
moiety  of  the  value  of  the  armed  ship  Meshonda, 
captured  by  the  fiigate  John  Adiuns,  and  re- 
turned to  the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  be  appropri- 
ated for  the  eroense  of  prize  money  due  to  the 
eaptors;  and  that  the  sum  of  $5,000  be  appro- 
priated for  defraying  the  expense  of  prize  money 
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due  the  o£Boera  and  crew  ot  the  firioate  Phila- 
delphia, being  one  moiety  of  tlie  TUne  of  Hie 
armed  ship  Mirbdia,  oaplnred,  and  also  restored 
to  the  Emperor  of  Iforoeoo. 

Here,  then,  is  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  in 
less  than  fonr  years  after  the  prize  act,  which 
gives  the  very  conatruction  to  the  prize  act  for 
which  I  have  contended.  The  captured  vessels 
were  disposed  of  by  order  of  this  Government. 
There  was  of  course  no  Judicial  proceedings ; 
the  captures  vested  in  the  captors  the  right  to 
one-half  of  their  value  according  to  the  prize  act. 
That  right  was  expressly  recognized  by  the  act 
of  Oongress,  and  provision  thereby  made  for  the 
due  compensation  of  the  captors.  Bat  these 
are  not  the  only  oases  on  record,  growing  oat 
of  the  war  with  the  Barbary  Powers.  On  the 
S7fh  at  April,  1816,  Ooi^jresB  passed  an  aot 
**  That  the  nun  of  one  hnndred  thousand  dollars 
be,  and  the  same  Is  hereby,  impropriated,  to  be 
pud  cat  of  any  money  in  the  Treaanry  not  other- 
vise  appropriated,  and  distributed  in  the  same 
proportions,  and  under  the  same  regulations,  as 
prize  money  is  now  by  law  directed  to  be  dis- 
laibated,  among  the  captors  of  the  Algerine 
Toeels  captured  by  the  American  squadron 
nnder  the  command  of  Commodore  Decatur, 
and  afterwuds  restored  to  the  Dey  of  Algiers." 

Here,  then,  is  another  case  not  coming  within 
the  letter  of  the  prize  act.  If  it  had,  no  legis- 
lation of  Congress  would  have  been  necessary, 
but  a  case  coming  directly  witliln  the  scope  and 
fo&Gj  atom  piiie  iTstem. 

Apply  the  decisions  and  the  precedents  to 
the  case  nnder  oondderation^  and  it  follows, 
most  conclusively,  that  the  widow  of  Commo- 
dore Decatur  takes,  and  most  take,  bia  whole 
distributive  share  of  the  prize  to  her  exclusive 
nse.  He  died,  leaving  no  children ;  be  died, 
leaving  a  widowed  wife  to  survive  him.  To 
whom,  then,  in  accordance  with  the  uniformpro- 
ceedings  of  Congress,  belongs  his  share  in  the 
prize  Philadelpma?  I  say  to  her,  and  to  her 
alone ;  tliat  had  he  been  an  annnitant,  any  arrear 
ot  his  annuity  would  descend  to  her,  to  the  ezolu- 
■ion  of  hie  oblldren.  Had  he  been  deia  in 
batUe,  his  half-pay  would  have  been  conltened 
to  her,  to  the  exclusion  of  his  children.  Had  he 
captured  a  prize,  and  the  same  had  been  a^u- 
dioated  as  "good  prize,"  with  the  evidoioe 
beibre  us,  his  whole  distributive  part  would  have 
fftme  to  her.  Had  he  captured  a  priize,  and 
Uie  same  had  been  taken  from  Urn,  by  order 
of  his  Government,  for  public  use.  Congress  is 
bound  to  carry  into  ftill  effect  his  wish  and  his 
will.  Hiere  cannot  be,  then^  with  reference  to 
the  cose  before  us,  two  opinions ;  for,  if  any 
regard  or  reliance  is  to  be  raven  to  the  prece- 
dents and  authorities  whira  have  been  dted,  it 
must  ff^w  tihatj  in  order  to  oarry  ont  the 
policy  and  the  uniform  practice  of  the  Govern- 
ment, we  are  bound  to  extend  to  her  sole  use 
his  whole  interests  in  the  capture  of  the  Philar 
ddphia. 

Mr.  Qhairmanf  it  has  been  my  fnrtune  to 
know,  and  to  know  well,  a  surviving  brother 


of  Cmnmodore  Decatur:  and,  rir,  I  oould 
not  speak  more  in  his  praise  than  -to  say,  he 
was  a  true  brother — 'that  he  was  through  life 
diatingnished  for  tiiat  regard  to  principle — for 
that  love  of  honor — ^for  utat  contemptuous  dis- 
taste for  every  thing  mean,  low,  ungeneroua^ 
and  ui^ust  Sir,  it  was  In  the  session  of  Con- 
gress of  1620  and  1880,  when  a  bill  like  unto 
tliis  now  under  consideration,  was  in  the  course 
of  debate.  He  well  understood  its  provision. 
He  was  then  well  aware  of  the  efforts  made  in 
behalf  of  certain  nieces  of  Commodore  Decatur, 
the  children  of  Mrs.  Knight;  and  then  be  hesi- 
tated not  to  say  that  the  claim  set  up  was  un- 
worthy of  them — that  to  the  widow  of  his 
brother  belonged  his  share— that  she,  and  she 
alone,  was  entailed  to  it;  and  that,  fbeling  as  he 
did,  (then  strumrling  hard  with  advend^,)  he 
should  despise  mmself  by  seeking  to  embanrass 
her  d^m,  by  pretending  to  set  up  his  n^t. 
He,  in  whose  veins  flowed  the  pure  blood,  and 
whose  soul  was  animated  with  the  gamine 
spirit  of  Decatur,  would  never  debase  that 
blood,  or  d^^rade  that  Bpiri^  by  aekSng  a  por- 
tion of  that  which,  m  nght,  bdongea  to 
another. 

Sir,  this  was  the  sentiment— this  was  the 
feeling — this  was  the  principle  of  the  only 
brother  who  survived  Cfommodore  Decatur.  It 
was  a  senUment — a  feeling — a  prindple  in  all 
respects  worthy  of  him.  And  I  have  adverted 
to  tlie  dreumstance  to  show  that  only  those 
oollateralB  who  are  removed  beyond  the  degree 
of  brollier  and  sister,  can  be  found  to  put  forth 
a  oldm  to  any  portion  in  the  share,  which 
right,  and  in  Justice,  and  not  agunst  law,  per- 
twiB  to  the  widow.  But  it  it  were  possible  for 
a  sin^e  member  pf  this  committee,  after  all  this 
showing,  to  entertain  a  doubt  on  this  point,  I 
would  refer  him,  in  order  to  |»x)duce  entire  con- 
viction, to  the  last  will  and  testament  of  Com- 
modore Decatur  himself. 

The  will  bears  date  on  tiie  22d  of  March, 
1820,  and  contains  the  following  clauses : 

"  I  give  and  devise  to  my  beloved  wife,  Snsan  De- 
catur, ud  ber  heirs,  all  my  estate,  real,  personal,  and 
mixed,  wfamsoevw  situiUed;  and  I  qnpoint  my 
fneoda,  Utaeton  Waller  Tozeweli,  of  Norfolk,  Robert 
6.  Harper,  o£  Baltimore,  and  Georea  Bomford,  of 
the  dty  of  WaaUngton,  toi;etha>  vnth  Un.  Decatur, 
my  wife,  to  be  executors  of  this  my  wflL** 

He  lived  for  Us  country  and  his  oountry*B 
honor:  he  died  to  preserve  untarnished  his 
well-earned  fame. 

Sir,  I  never  shall  forget  the  feelings  which 
pervaded  my  own  section  when  the  news  of  his 
death  reached  Ifew  England.  It  was  then 
most  teaij  and  most  feeUn^y  said  that  "The 
pride  of  hto  country  la  no  more."  "  Mourn, 
Cdumbi&  for  one  of  thy  brightest  stars  is 
set;  wUuoot  fear,  and  without  reproach — ^in 
the  freshness  of  his  fame—in  the  prime  of  his 
useftilness,  has  descended  to  the  tomb." 

Sir,  it  is  s  &ot  which  should  be  home  in 
mind,  that  this  will  bean  date  the  same  day  on 
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which  his  spirit  took  flight.  It  was  the  last 
deliberate  act  he  did  oa  earth :  it  was  written 
with  his  own  hand,  and  literallj  sealed  with 
his  own  blood.  And  in  that  sacred  instrnment 
he  teUs  you  who  hod  his  confidence — ^his  love 
— ^his  whole  heart  By  that  instrnmunt  he  tells 
yon  who  was  to  have  his  estate,  real  and  per- 
woiui — ^in  pOBBesrion  and  in  expeetancy.  He, 
in  whom  was  concentrated  ^  her  hopes — whose 
lune  washer  fiune — whose  fortune  was  herfor- 
ttme,  had,  by  this  last  and  nuwtsolemn  act  declar- 
ed to  those  who  should  come  after  him,  that 
nnto  her,  and  onto  her  alone,  was  given  all  he  pos- 
seted in  this  world. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  already  trespassed  too 
long  upon  the  indulgence  of  the  committee.  I 
have  now  said  all  that  I  have  to  say.-  I  have 
endeavored,  honestly  and  fairly,  to  answer  the 
various  objections  which  have  been  urged 
against  this  measure.  If  I  have  thrown  any 
light  upon  this  snUecfc— if  I  have  been  able  to 
present  any  view  whioh  will  tend  to  aid  a  sin^^e 
member  or  this  committee  in  his  oonolnsions,  Z 
sbidl  r^<nce ;  I  shall  fbel  myself  richly  compen- 
sated for  my  feeble  efforts.  For  when  I  bring 
to  nuDd  that  this  is  the  only  case  of  the  kind 
whioh  has  not  received  the  uvorable  action  of 
Congress;  when  I  have  made  myself  believe 
that  the  stern  language  of  the  law  does  not 
oppose  the  passage  of  uiis  bill ;  that  no  good 
reason  does  exist  or  can  exist  for  withholding 
this  jost  cl^m  longer  from  those  entitled 
to  it;  that  every  consideration  of  common 
equity  calls  loudly  for  decisive  action — I  could 
not  fail  to  exert  my  best  enures  in  &vor  of 
the  ottJeot. 

This  ia  a  case,  lb.  Chairman,  which  addresses 
itaelf  so  stronc^y  to  our  sense  m  jasttoe,  to  our 
feelings,  to  our  pride,  to  our  honor,  to  our  pa- 
triotism, that  I  cannot  but  cherish  the  hope, 
and  feel  the  oonfidence,  that  no  fbrther  delay 
will  be  had,  that  the  bill  will  now  be  pawed, 
and  that  the  measure  will  not  fail  to  receive 
the  sanction  of  the  republic. 

Amendments  to  tJie  bill  were  offered  by  Mr. 
Pabebr,  and  Mr.  Habpeb,  of  Kew  Hampshire, 
both  of  which  were  rejected. 

The  bill  was  thra  laid  aride. 


TuxsDAT,  April  23. 

Bel^f  to  PtfJuA  ErUei. 

Mr.  OAMBBBLKKa  roso  to  ask  the  unanlmoos 
consent  of  the  House  to  present  a  memorial, 
he  felt  assured  that  gentlemen  wotdd,  wiUx.one 
accord,  gruit  him  leave,  when  he  st^ed  that 
it  was  the  petition  of  the  Polish  exiles. 
Leave  being  nnanimonsly  granted — 
Ur.  C.  s^d  he  took  great  pleasare  in  present- 
ing to  the  representatives  of  a  firee  people,  the 
memorial  of  the  Polish  exiles.  Driven  from 
th^r  native  land,  these  pilgrims  of  liberty  come 
to  worship  at  onr  altars.  The  memorialists 
are  but  a  aniaU  portion  of  some  100,000  Pc^ 
who  have  been  exiled  from  thdr  oonntrj. 


[Aran.,  1884. 

Some  few  found  rcAige  in  Europe ;  but  most 
of  them  were  banished  to  the  wilds  of  Siberia. 
I  trust,  sir,  we  shall  never  violate  those  rules 
of  public  law,  so  necessary  to  protect  the  rights 
of  nati(ms,  and  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  world 
— ^which  prohibit -nsfhmi  interforiu  witii  th«' 
poUtioal  a£hirB  of  other  countries.  But  I  know 
of  no  national  oUigi^on  to  prevent  us  from 
extending  to  these  exiles  onr  hospitality  and 
our  sympathy.  Nor  can  the  rigid  rules  of 
public  law  restrun  the  friends  m  freedom.  In 
every  hmd,  from  taking  a  deep  Interest  in  the 
straggles  of  patriots,  wherever  they  may  oocnr. 
Though  the  cause  of  unhappy  Poland  may  not 
be  the  cause  of  nations,  it  is  intimately  asso- 
ciated with  the  cause  of  mankind. 

[The  Spukeb  stated  that  It  was  not  in  order 
to  go  further  into  the  question  than  to  state 
the  contents  and  object  of  the  memorial.] 

Sir,  said  Mr.  C,  i  am  aware  that  it  is  not  in 
order,  without  the  eonsettt  of  tiie  House ;  but  I 
would  not,  in  such  *  case,  insult  th^  patriot- 
ism, by  deenung  it  neoeflsary  to  ask  leave  to 
submit  a  few  brief  remarks,  in  presenting  the 
memorial.  I  repeat,  sir,  the  cause  of  Foluid  la 
closely  associated  with  the  cause  of  mankind. 
Liberty  mourns  over  her  fate,  and  the  children 
of  every  enlightened  land  learn  her  story,  and 
weep  over  her  calamities.  Public  law  cannot 
blind  us  to  the  actual  condition  of  the  politicid 
world.  The  social  elements  of  civilized  nations 
are  in  commotion — antagonist  principles  are  in 
active  and  general  war.  The  history  of  the 
last  twenty  years — the  fundamental  changes  In 
the  Governments  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and 
Spain,  prove  that  a  spirit  of  reform  it  dlently 
rerolntioni^ng  the  plan  and  form  ot  aneieint 
Governments.  Western  Europe  is  anlmaled 
with  this  ^lirit;  and  absolute  monarchies  are 
giving  way  to  constitutional  and  representa- 
tive Governments.  It  must  be  evident  that 
the  eastern  and  western  portions  of  that  conti- 
nent cannot  long  remain  in  peace — the  conflict 
between  antagonist  prindplea  of  Govemmeoit 
must  come  on.  Tes,  sir,  the  qnestion  must 
sooner  or  later  be  determined,  whether  all  who 
contend  for  the  rights  of  man,  shall  be  banished 
to  our  free  land,  or  whether  the  white  ea{^  of 
Poland  is  destined  to  wave  trimnpfaautly  over 
the  battiementa  of  Warsaw. 

I  am  sure,  Ur.  Speaks,  it  is  not  neoemrr 
for  me  to  reoonnt  the  snflferiogs  of  the  Poliui 
exiles,  to  exdte  the  sympathies,  or  to  solicit  the 
favor  of  the  House.  There  is,  tiiere  can  be,  but 
one  sentiment  from  the  Canadian  to  the  Mexi- 
can frontier.  The  vc^ce  of  the  nation,  from  the 
ocean  to  the  wilderness,  will  welcome  them  to 
our  shores,  and  prodaim  their  right  to  demand 
our  hospitality.  The  coontrymen  of  a  Koeci- 
usko,  and  of  a  Pulaski,  will  flnd  an  eloquent 
advocate  in  the  heart  of  every  American.  A 
debt  of  gratitude  can  never  be  cancelled.  The 
claim  of  the  memorialists  Is  also  sustuned  by 
the  laws  of  hospitality  ai^  the  usage  of  nations. 
They  ask  for  a  grant  at  land,  that  th^  may 
end  tfadr  days  in  peace  and  secorily.  Let  us 
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grant  an  asflom  to  these  exiles,  and  while  they 
mourn  over  the  &te  of  the  imhi^py  land  of 
their  natiTity,  may  they  he  consoled  with  the 
refleedon,  that  the  brave  Pcde  can  never  be  an 
exile  in  a  land  of  liberty. 

It  has  been  nsaal  heretofore  to  refer  memo- 
rials of  this  character  to  the  Oommittee  on 
Pahlic  Lands.  It  was  my  wish  in  this  case  to 
ask  fbr  a  select  committee ;  bat  I  know  the 
members  of  the  former  would  contend  for  the 
honor  of  &Torably  conuderin^  it,  and  I  cannot 
dmrive  them  of  the  opportonitiy  ot  doing  so. 

The  memorial  was  read,  ordered  to  be 
printed,  and  referred  to  tihe  Committee  on  Pab- 
Uolanda. 


HoxDAT,  April  28. 

U r.  Gablaito,  elected  a  member  from  Lonis- 
iana,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  H.  A,  Bdixasd,  re- 
signed, appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  hu 
fieat. 

Ifr.  BnnrsT  rose  to  state  that  be  had  been 
Informed  by  Mr.  Fbanklin,  the  CAerk  of  the 
Hoose,  that  he  had  received  the  afflicting  ao- 
coont  of  the  death  of  his  father.  This  event 
oocnrred  on  Satardajf  laat :  and  there  were  or- 
enmstancaB  connected  with  it  which  rendered 
his  going  to  Philadelphia  indiq>en8able.  Under 
saoh  ciroomstanoes,  he  had  been  informed  that 
an  absence  of  three  or  fonr  days  wonid  not  be 
objected  to  by  tiie  Hoose.  He  asked  leave, 
therefore,  to  submit  a  motion  to  this  effect.  ' 

lieave  having  been  eiven,  the  motion  of  Mr. 
B.,  t^t  yit,  fVauklin  nave  leave  of  absence  for 
fonr  days,  was  mianimoasly  agreed  to. 


TnssDAT,  April  29. 
SUwr  OoitutffeMU. 

Mr.  WHtra,  of  New  York,  moved  that  tiie 
committee  proceed  to  the  cwrideratiim  of  the 
bill  regolatmg  the  value  of  foreign  silver  odns 
in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Kisa  said  the  proposed  measure 
peared  to  bim  to  be  too  important  in  its  char- 
acter to  be  hastily  adopted.  There  were  somo 
views  of  the  sabjeot  which  be  thought  had  not 
been  folly  exammed.  When  the  mint  of  the 
United  States  was  established,  it  was  judged 
proper  to  make  the  silver  coins  of  this  country 
a  tnfle  more  valuable  than  foreign  silver  coins, 
In  proportion  to  the  weight  of  pure  silver  they 
contained.  This  was  doubtless  intended  to 
operate  as  a  (diedc  upon  exportation,  and  upon 
Gonsumptionin  manufactories,  andtosome  extent 
It  must  nave  had  the  deadred  effect,  by  making  it 
more  profitable  to  export  or  consume  foreign 
tiian  American  ooin.  It  was  now  proposed  to 
ruse  the  legal  value  of  the  dollars  of  Mexico 
and  the  South  American  States.  He  sud^  to 
raise  their  legal  valne ;  because  the  bill  pro- 
vided in  effect  that  99^  of  those  dollars  should 
be  a  legal  tender  in  pi^yment  of  a  debt  of  one 
hundred  dcdlan^  oar  eurrenciy.   Why  was  this 


necessary  t  Certainly  not  in  order  to  induce 
people  to  take  these  dollars  at  their  stamped 
or  nonunal  value,  for  he  would  venture  to  saj 
that  no  man  in  the  United  States  would  now 
refuse  to  take  a  Spanish  dollar  for  a  dollar. 
ITje  reason  why  those  coins  were  not  in  circu- 
lation was,  because  tiiey  were  worth  a  trifle  more 
than  our  own  silver  coins,  for  exportation  and 
for  manofacturing  purposes.  But  what  good 
end  oonld  be  answered  by  raising  the  value  of 
those  foreign  coins  I  Could  you  force  them 
into  circulmont  Yon  might ;  but  to  the  oc- 
tent  you  should  do  so,  yon  would  drive  onr 
own  silver  coins  out  of  circolation,  and  out  of 
the  ooontry.  The  amount  of  specie  in  this 
county  had  been  variously  estimated.  The 
New  York  bank  commis^oners  had  supposed 
it  to  amount  to  about  |26,000,000.  It  might 
be  less.  It  possibly  ^d  not  exceed  tiiat  sum. 
How  mudi  of  this  was  of  our  own,  and  how 
much  of  foreign  coinage,  could  not  be  known. 

The  honorable  gentleman  on  his  left,  from 
New  York,  (Mr,  Sbldbn,)  bad  said  that  there 
were  not  more  than  |4,000,000  of  our  own  coiu- 

Xin  the  country.  He  was  inrobably  in  errwr. 
ost  t8,000,000  of  silver  were  cdned  at  the 
mint  in  18S8,  and  nearly  an  equal  amount  In 
each  year  far  several  years  past  It  therefbra 
seemed  probable  that  much  the  largest  portion 
of  tiie  ffllver  coin  in  the  country  vm  of  onr  own 
coining.  But  suppose  the  reverse  to  be  the 
&ct.  it  would  only  prove  that  the  diffSsrenoe 
between  our  own  and  foreign  coins  waa 
not  so  great  as  to  prevent  the  exportation  of 
tiie  former.  In  fact,  the  coin  of  the  United 
States  had  been  exported  in  large  quantities. 
From  1826  to  1882,  both  years  inclusive,  up- . 
wardi  of  $6,000,000  had  been  exported ;  what 
portion  of  it  was  gold  he  could  not  si^.  Mr. 
£.  had  not  the  retonis  hdbn  him  which  would 
enable  him  to  be  exact  in  these  matters,  bnt  if 
he  waa  not  mistakm,  the  annual  importation  of 
diver  into  the  United  States,  for  the  last  twelve 
years,  had  averaged  about  $7,000,000  in  each 
year — ^partly  in  bullion,  but  mostly  in  coin. 
And  as  the  quantity  of  silver  in  circulation 
had  not  greatly  increased,  the  inference  was, 
that  the  exportation  had  nearly  equalled  the 
importation.  And  this  must  always  necessa- 
rily be  the  case.  No  more  silver  could  be  re* 
tained  in  the  conntry  than  could  be  profitably 
employed  here.  The  surplus  would  be  export- 
ed, and  any  attempt  to  retain  foreign  coin,  by 
increamng  its  legal  value,  would  only  result  in 
an  increased  enortation  of  the  oc^nage  of  our 
own  mint.  If  the  mint  oonld  not  ecnu  enough  to 
supply  the  <»roulation,  another  question  would 
be  presented ;  but  it  bad  coined  more  than  the 
circulation  could  absorb.  Tliis  was  proved  by 
the  large  exportations  he  had  mentioned.  Our 
gold  coin  was  in  a  vei^  different  situation, 
the  standard,  alaa  t  too  high,  and  he  sboold  be 
glad  to  see  a  bill  to  reduce  it,  so  as  to  make  it  a 
part  of  the  circulating  medium  of  the  country. 
The  annual  aq>enses  of  the  mint  (exclusive  ii 
the  original  cost  of  the  eaUblishment)  wasaboot 
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t60,000.  Tbia  expenditure  is  a  useful  one,  if 
onrrencj  of  known  and  nnifonn  valae  was  to 
be  abated  bj  it ;  but  if  foreign  coins  were  to 
be  raised  to  sncb  a  valae  as  to  cause  oar  own 
■coinage  to  be  exported,  he  conld  not  perceive 
what  advantage  the  conntry  oonld  denve  team 
this  coDsidorable  charge  upon  the  treasmy. 
The  inconvenience  and  it^nstice  to  which  the 
present  proposed  measure  would  subject  per- 
sons who  had  large  Bums  to  demand  from 
banks,  had  already  been  fiiUy  explained  by 

gentlemen  who  had  spdEen.  There  might  per^ 
aps  be  a  doubt  whether  the  bin,  if  it  were  to 
become  a  law,  might  not  to  some  extent  imptdr 
the  obli^tion  of  contracts ;  but  it  was  not  his 
purpose  to  enter  largely  into  the  discussion  of 
the  subject,  aud  he  would  not,  therefore,  argue 
this  pomt  He  hoped  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  New  York  (Mr.  'White)  wonld  consent  to 
a  postponement  of  the  question. 

Ur.  OouLTXB  said  that  this  bill  bad  passed  to 
its  present  stage  wjthout  attracting  much  con- 
sideration. It  appeared  to  him  that  it  ought 
to  be  more  maturely  considered  before  it  was 
enacted  into  a  law.  The  operations  of  its  pro- 
vlsions  would  reach  every  section  of  the  coun- 
try, and  intOTfere  with  the  transaotions  of  all 
classes  of  dtizens  who  either  pidd  or  received 
money.  Buch  laws,  especially  when  there  was 
any  feature  of  novelty  abont  Uiem  to  which  the 
people  had  not  been  accustomed,  ought  to 
receive  the  gravest  oonrideration.  He  was  will- 
ing to  co-operate  in  any  measure  which  would 
tend  to  increase  the  metallio  currency  of  the 
country.  But  he  doubted  much  whether  this 
bill  would  have  any  such  effect.  Its  practical 
operation  would  be,  in  lus  Judgment,  extremely 
inconvement,  and,  at  the  same  time,  unjust. 
The  nsefolness  of  stamped  coin  was  to  mue  it 
pass  at  a  known  and  ugfll  Talne,  according  to 
the  character  of  the  stamp;  so  that  whether 
received  in  large  qnatttities  or  small,  itsTalneis 
nnifonn.  Bat  tins  bOl  provides  that,  in  pay- 
ments of  the  amount  of  |100,  the  Uexican  and 
other  South  American  dollars  shall  be  a  legal 
tender  by  weight,  and  as  that  coinage  is  ascer- 
tuned  to  be  one-half  per  cent  purer  than  our 
dollars,  ninety-nine  and  a  half.  South  American 
dollars  will  be  made  equal  to  one  hundred  dol- 
lars of  our  own  coin,  while,  in  smaller  payments, 
or  by  tale,  they  will  be  just  of  tbe  same  value. 
The  practical  operation  of  the  bill  will  tiien. 
be  to  increase,  in  the  vaults  of  the  banks,  every 
ten  thousand  dollars  of  this  coin  to  the  value  m 
ten  thousand  and  fifty,  and  to  decrease  the 
value  of  bank  notes  in  the  hands  of  the  holdors 
in  the  same  prc^ortion.  It  is  true  that  a  per- 
son who  receives  payment  in  weight,  in  this 
kind  of  dollars,  may  go  to  the  mint  and  sell  it 
for  bullion  at  l^e  same  price — ^but  it  would  be 
a  losing  operation  for  hb  constituents  beyond 
the  moantains,  who  received  from  a  bank  ninety- 
nine  and  a  hul  dollars  in  payment  for  a  hun- 
dred of  bank  notes,  to  carry  it  to  the  mint  in 
Philadelphia  and  sell  it  for  one  hundred  dollars 
of  American  coin.  The  effbet  of  the  pn)vid(»u 
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of  this  bill  win  be  to  (^ve  an  advantage  and 
profit  to  those  who  i^npoi^  u^d  the  baulcs 
vhich  accumulate  it.  This  profit  must  at  last 
come  from  some  class  of  the  community.  If 
this  is  not  the  design  of  the  novel  featnre  of 
this  bill,  making  these  coins  a  le^  tender  only 
in  large  payments,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  perceive 
what  object  it  has.  Otherwise,  you  might  aa 
well  make  bnllion  a  l^al  tender  by  weighty 
whether  in  laive  or  small  quantities,  and  uien 
this  coin  would  pass,  as  is  allied  by  the  sup* 
porters  of  &l8  bill,  as  it  ought  to  paasi  Ibr  the 
amount  <tf  pure  Mlver  it  oonttins.  If  the  ol^eot 
of  the  bill,  then,  is  to  give  such  pr<^t  to  the 
importers  and  those  who  aconmolate  this  kind 
of  coin,  and  thereby  ofSet  a  motive  to  increase 
the  quantity  of  silver  in  the  country,  the  best 
way  to  do  it  would  be  to  give  a  premium  by 
law,  which  should  be  so  fiir  just,  as  to  be  paid 
by  the  community  generally,  for  what  was  oon- 
sidered  a  public  benefit. 

There  is  something  artificial  and  involved- 
something  like  the  minimum  principle  in  the 
collection  of  duties  in  the  providon  of  this  bill, 
to  which,  he  thought  the  pe(^  he  rapresented 
would  not  be  reomicued.  The  habita  and  oos- 
toms  ftf  car  people  have  been,  and  are,  to  pay 
and  receive  suver  coin  by  tale,  or  acecw'^ng  to 
the  value  and  character  of  the  stamp  imprrased 
on  it.  This  operates  equally  upon  all  descrip- 
tions of  dealers  and  dealings.  It  is  a  practice 
eanly  understood,  and  of  the  greatest  practical 
convenience  in  business.  It  is  always  prudent 
in  legislators  to  follow  and  be  gnided  by  the 
settled  habits  and  customs  of  the  people.  Ko 
small  theoretio  good  was  snffioient  to  induce 
htm  to  depart  from  them.  The  coins  described 
in  the  bul  have  long  passed  current  in  the 
oountry— a  dollar  for  a  dollar— ^o  more,  no 
less.  If  It  la  necessary  to  make  than  a  legal 
tender,  let  it  be  done  aooordii^  to  their  valne, 
as  accepted  by  common  consent, 

Forewi  coins  ceased  to  be  a  legal  tender  in 
1827.  They  have  been  ever  since,  and  always 
will  be,  a  good,  if  not  a  legal  tender ;  for,  in 
this  bank-note  age,  it  is  not  likely  that  anv 
person  wUl  refuse  to  receive  foreign  coin,  at  ift 
known  and  accredited  value  as  such.  But  I 
have  no  manner  of  objection  to  a  law  declaring 
foreign  coin  to  be  a  legal  tender,  although  I 
consider  it  somewhat  unnecessary,  and  calculat- 
ed merely  to  raise  a  delusive  hope  as  to  the 
coming  of  the  goldra  and  silver  ago.  But  in 
doing  this  I  would  be  guided  by  our  fonner 
experience.  That  ts  a  firaatain  from  which  the 
niuearaed,  aa  weQ  as  the  learned,  may  drin> 
wisdom  and  knowledge.   The  law  which  ex- 

Eired  in  1827  made  the  Spanish  milled  dollar  a 
^  tender,  at  the  valae  of  one  hundred  cent^ 
and  parts  of  a  dollar  in  the  same  proport3(«. 
These  South  American  dollars  are  of  the  same 
weight  and  purity,  and  so  accepted  and  received 
everywhere.   It  seems  to  me,  then,  that  the 

E indent  course  would  be  to  revive  the  old 
kw,  and  indude  in  its  enactoie&ts  the  dollars 
m6nti<»ied  in  thia  WL  We  shall  ibea  pot 
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into  operatioii  machuier7  to  which  onr  people 
have  Deen  accnstomed,  and  which  has  been 
proved  to  work  weU.  There  is  aomething  bo 
novel  in  this  measare  of  nutkiDg  silver  dollars  a 
l^al  tender  hj  wdght,  and  then  onlj  when 
there  ia  at  least  one  hundred,  or  rather  lunety- 
nine  and  a  half,  together,  leaving  the  single 
ones  and  stragglers  to  get  along  as  they  ean ; 
and  the  inconvenience  m  it  in  practice  ia  likely 
to  be  BO  perplexing  and  vexations,  as  well  aa 
unequal  and  mfjoat^  that  he  was  not  prepared  to 
vote  it  He  hoped  the  tnll  woud  be  posfc- 
p<med  for  ftirther  ooiuideralilon  and  nanid- 
ment 

Ur.  Tain  vjtbdmr  the  taatifm  for  the 


SmdUNbtet. 

Mr.  Adams,  of  Hass.,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  bring  in  a  hill  to  prevent  Ihe  Corpora- 
tions of  Waaningtott,  Alexandria,  and  George- 
tow^  from  iBaaiDg  bills  of  a  leas  denomination 
tTfftTi  ten  didlaiB. 

After  some  disonssion  between  Hr.  Adahs 
and  fho  flruxxB,  in  reference  to  the  rale  pro- 
Tiding  for  oasea  of  bills  introdnoed  byleave^e 
bill  was  referred  to  th«  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Colombia. 

Mr.  Mkbobb  being  imder  an  impreasion  that 
the  hill  referred  to  banksj  sn^ested  that  its 
passage  wonld  benttorljr  nunons  to  everj  bank 
sonth  of  the  Potomac,  as  nine-tenths  <tf  their 
circolation  consisted  at  notes  of  the  denomina- 
tion probibited. 

Kr.  AoiJfB  set  bim  right  aa  to  Ihe  object  (tf 
the  bill,  and  observed,  if  anj  serious  inconven- 
ience was  Ukelj  to  ensnofSnmi  Its  ad(^tion,tbat 
would,  of  conne,  beamatterfortheoonridera- 
tirai  of  the  oommittee  to  whom  tihe  UU  has 
been  sobmitted. 


FBiDi.T,  Hay  2. 

€fmeral  Appropriation  BiU—J^iiUr  to  Mex- 
ico, Omtrai  Anurieaf  and  South  Anuriean 
Statu. 

The  Hoose  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  tiie  stato  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  HTm- 
BASB  in  the  chair,}  upon  the  genend  »propri- 
atioQ  bill,  the  following  olanse  hdngnnaar  con- 
sideration : 

"  ¥<x  the  Bslaries  of  the  durgfis  des  afikires  to 
Portugml,  DeDmartc,  Sewdeii,  HoUand,  Torkev,  Bel- 
|aain,  BiazU,  Bnenoa  Ajres,  Chili,  Peru,  Mexico, 
OaDtial  Amnica,  nd  New  Gxanada,  flfty^d^  thou- 
sand five  bondred  doUan.** 

Ur.  Adaus  said :  I  observe  that  in  this  bill 
there  are  provisions  for  seven  charg^  des 
a^res  to  South  America,  besides  one  to  Bel- 

f'nm.  ^d  I  have  inoloded  this  in  the  inqoiry 
pat  to  the  honoraUa  dialniuui  of  the  Ccm,- 
ToL.XIL-80 


[B.  ovB. 

mittee  on  Foreign  Relations,  because  the  newlf 
institoted  kingdom  of  Belginm  is  itself  a  nov- 
elty in  the  political  world,  and  we  have'  never 
before  had  an  item  of  this  description  in  oar 
appropriation  billa.  We  have  ^ready  a  mis> 
ston  in  the  Netherlands,  that  is,  to  Holland. 
And  the  kingdom  of  Belginm  ia  a  mere  separa- 
tion of  a  portion  of  the  territory  latoly  in- 
cluded in  the  United  Netherlands,  erected  into 
a  kingdom  of  the  fourth  or  fifth  rank  in  Europe. 
We  have  had  owiinerdal  relations  with  that 
opnntry,  of  tiie  greatest  imp<ntance,  ever  tinoe 
liie  fbondation  of  this  GOTenunent;  and  a 
diphnnatio  misdcm  has  been  mdntdned  thtte 
much  of  the  time  since  onr  miBsicois  abroad 
were  flrat  institoted.  Bnt  it  was  never  ooo^d- 
ered  as  a  coontry  of  the  first  order ;  and,  there- 
fore, we  have  seldom  kept  there  a  minister  of 
higher  rank  than  a  charge  d'affaires.  Now  the 
kingdom  has  been  divided  into  two,  and  we 
have  two  charg^  at  a  joint  cost  to  the  Treas- 
ury of  a  minister  of  the  highest  rank. 

I  do  not  doubt  it  is  in  the  power  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Afilurs 
to  give  the  House  snoh  information  as  mar  in- 
dnoe  OB  to  consent  to  the  item  as  marely 
proper;  and  I  have  the  less  reason  to  doubt 
this,  as  I  see  that  there  Is  a  ohaig^  ha«  ftwn 
that  kingdom.  Still  it  is  no  more  than  proper 
that  the  Honse  ^onld  be  informed  why  it  is 
judged  necessaiT  to  establish  permanent  rela- 
tions between  that  country  and  this.  And  it 
is  the  more  proper,  becanse  with  Austria,  one 
of  the  first  countries  in  Europe,  an  empire  con- 
tuning  from  twenty  to  thirty  millions  of  peo- 

Ele,  and  claiming  the  first  rank  in  the  scale  of 
Inropean  States,  we  have  never  had  any  ^plo- 
matic  relations.  At  no  time  since  the  declara- 
tion of  onr  independence  have  we  had  even  a 
oharg6  redding  at  that  Court,  with  tiw  exoep* 
tiou  of  an  appointment,  during  the  revolntion- 
ary  war,  of  a  minister  who  was  not  recMved ; 
nor  have  we  bad  any  mission  to  Germany,  nor 
to  the  repnblio  of  Switzerland — a  nation  witili 
whom,  on  general  principles,  we  might,  as  re- 
pnblicans,  be  expected  to  sympathize  more  thsoi 
with  any  other  people  of  the  old  world.  Yet 
the  Swiss  Cantons  have  ministers  at  the  other 
Courts  of  Europe,  and  reodve  ministers  in 
return. 

I  might  mention  other  ooxmtries  to  which 
mmilar  remarks  would  apply.  We  have  had 
miadons  for  many  years  at  ue  Oonrts  of  Swe- 
den, Denmark,  and  Frosna.  We  hare  nov  no 
minista  at  the  Fnuriaa  Ooort^  al11ioa|A.  tiiat 
kingdom  maintains  a  ohargi  with  ns.  I  men- 
tion these  oases  with  a  view  to  show  that  It 
has  never  been  the  principle  of  this  Govern- 
ment to  have  missions  in  £uropc  unless  there 
is  special  cause  for  tbem.  The  principle  on 
which  we  have  thus  abstiuned  has  been  that  of 
economy  aloue;  for,  were  it  not  for  the  ex- 
pense, it  would  donbtiess  be  considered  expe- 
dient to  have  missions  to  every  Government  in 
Kompe.  It  ia  with  reference  to  tiiia  principle 
that  I  have  made  the  present  inqaiiT—a  jgiBf 


BmA  Mmicait  aad  oAtr  JUmomt. 
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cople  which  is  fandamental  in  the  practice  of 
this  QoTemmeat ;  I  mean  fundamental  in  its 
poUoy,  not  in  the  constitntion ;  for  there  is 
nothing  in  the  constitution  to  prevent  onr 
maint&iDiiig  five  hundred  foreign  ministerB,  if 
it  were  deemed  expedient.  Fmdential  oonsid- 
eratioDS  have  prevented  it,  first  on  the  part  of 
the  Eieonttre,  and  then  on  that  of  Congress. 
We  have  looked  to  the  principle  of  econom^r ; 
and  hflooe  oar  rale  has  ever  been  to  miUntan 
no  diplomatic  relations  with  auj  fbrdga  power, 
unless  there  he  epeoial  ooearion  Ibr  it 

As  I  wish  to  Ntdsfy  the  comnittee  that  I  do 
not  prefer  any  unreasonable  request,  I  will  b^ 
leave  to  refer  to  the  coarse  of  onr  diplomatic 
prooeedings  at  the  first  oiganization  of  uie  Gov- 
ernment 

ht  tiie  year  1791,  two  years  after  the  adop- 
tton  of  otir  oonstitation,  before  we  had  any 
ndnisters  abroad,  President  WashingUm,  on 
the  14th  of  February,  sent  a  message  to  the 
Senttte,  informing  that  body  that  he  had  em- 
ployed a  printe  infimnal  agent  fOoaveraeur 
jConis)  to  oonduot  a  nesotlaaon  witli  the  Brit- 
ish OoTemment  He  did  not  nraninate  him  at 
that  time  as  a  minister.  Afterwards,  on  the 
18th  of  Febmary,  in  the  same  year,  he  sent  an- 
other message,  stating  that  he  had  set  negotia- 
tions on  foot  with  the  Portuguese  Qovemment 
(at  which  Court  we  have  already  had  a  charge 
sent  out  under  the  old  Congress.)  In  this  mes- 
sa^  he  proposed  Hr.  Eomphreys  to  be  com- 
missioned as  minister  re^dent,  a  grade  of  min- 
ister which,  in  the  diplomatic  scale  of  Enropean 
Governments,  is  reckoned  of  a  rank  between  a 
ohazg6  and  a  minister  pleidpotentiaiT.  Amin- 
istw  of  tills  rank.  rauiNr  than,  a  fm  minister, 
WM  preferred  by  Frerident  Washington  on  con- 
siderations <^  eoonomy.  He  was  of  a  higher 
grade  than  a  mere  ohuv6  d'affures,  and  not  as 
nigfa  as  a  minister  of  we  first  grade ;  and  his 
compensation,  at  that  time,  was  the  same  with 
what  is  given  now  to  a  charg6.  The  Portu- 
guese Government  did  not  choose  to  negotiate 
with  a  minister  of  no  higher  rank  uian  a 
charge  d'affidres,  and  a  resident  minister  was 
resorted  to  as  the  cheapest  t^at  would  answer 
the  purpose.  Mr.  Humphreys  was  confirmed 
by  the  Senate.  I  dte  tnis  case  as  <»ie  which 
goes  to  show  that  this  prindple  of  eomcony 
has  been  fiindamental  in  oar  poBoy  erer  rinoe 
fcundatioi  of  Qie  GorwnmeiU. 

Hie  next  misnon  established  was  tliat  to 
France — a  Court  where  Hr.  Jefferson  had  el- 
ready  been  residing  for  three  or  four  years,  but 
haiobtained  leave  of  absence  and  come  home, 
and  was  at  that  time  Secretary  of  State.  From 
that  pwriod  to  1793  we  had  no  minister  but  a 
cbsogi  at  that  Court  In  1798,  a  very  critical 
period,  being  that  of  the  extremest  heat  of  the 
first  FVenoh  revolution,  President  Washington 
nominated  ICr.  Oouvemeor  Morris  mimster 
plenipotentiary  to  France.  The  nomination 
met  witii  oUections  in  the  Senate ;  tiie  subject 
was  rdiBned  to  a  oomndttee,  and  they  reported 
that)  in  their  opinion,  there  was  a  qiecial  oooa- 


sion  for  a  mission  to  London.  A  motion  was 
thereiq)an  made  that  it  was  inexpedient  to 
poidt  a  minister  plenipotentiary  to  any  foreign 
Government  This  resolution  was  offered  im- 
mediately on  the  back  of  the  Freudoit^s  nomt- 
nation,  so  that  it  wonld  seem  there  was  not 
much  of  the  collar  at  that  time.  Members  Mt 
no  Boniples  then  at  bringing  forward  roscdu- 
ti(HU  in  open  oppodtion  to  the  <^lidona  and 
puiposes  m  the  President  ot  the  United  States, 
though  that  President  was  George  Washingtcn. 
The  Senate,  as  will  appear  by  what  I  shall  now 
read  to  tibe  committee,  advised  and  consented 
to  the  mismon  recommended  by  President  Wash- 
ington, on  the  proof  being  famished  to  them 
that  there  was  special  occasion  for  it 

Mr.  Adams  here  read  from  the  £xecutlv« 
Joomal  of  the  Senate,  of  6tb  January,  1792 : 

JtMolved,  That  a  ^>edal  occselon  now  exists  for 
ujpointing  a  minister  plempotenUaiy  to  the  Court  of 
tnnoe. 

And,  on  the  12th  of  January,  1792, 

JUmdved,  (by  yeas  and  nays,  le  to  11.)  That  the 
Senate  advise  ud  consent  to  the  appc^tm^t  ol* 
GouVemeur  Uorris,  of  New  York,  to  be  mimstv 
plenipotentiary  fw  the  United  States  at  Paris,  c<hi- 
fonnably  to  the  DomiD&tioQ  in  the  message. 

The  same  course  was  pursued  as  to  the  mis- 
Aon  to  London.  The  Senate  settled  the  prin- 
ciple that  they  would  not  sanction  a  mission  to 
any  foreign  Court,  nnless  it  should  first  be 
proved  to  them  that  there  was  a  special  occa- 
uon  for  it 

Then  he  recommended  a  muiister  re^d^t  at 
theHagoe:  a  nUnlster  of  lower  rank.  A  reso- 
lution was  moved  &at  there  existed  no  present 
oooadon  fior  such  a  minister.  On  which  reso- 
lution time  waa  a  tie,  18  to  IS ;  and  the  ques- 
tion was  ^decided  in  the  affirmative  (|that  is, 
advising  and  consenting  to  the  appointment) 
by  the  Vice  Preudent  This  confirms  still 
more  the  principle  I  assumed,  that  there  should 
be  no  appointment  unless  a  special  necessity 
should  be  made  to  appear.  Although,  in  re- 
spect to  France  and  I&gland,  the  necessity  waa 
so  obvious  that  littie  difficulty  occurred,  yet,  as 
to  Holland,  there  was  an  even  vote.  This  was 
one  of  the  principal  reasons  why  I  have  asked 
the  honorable  diairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Kelations  to  show  us  some  ooeaslon 
Cm*  this  misrion  to  Be^^nm. 

With  regard  to  the  &nth  American  missions, 
one  reason  why  I  desired  to  have  the  vote  de- 
ferred was,  that  I  might  have  an  opportaidty 
to  look  at  the  documents,  and  to  show  from 
them  that  it  has  ever  been  the  sense,  both  of 
this  House  and  of  the  Executive,  from  the  time 
our  (Upiomatio  relations  were  first  formed,  that 
a  necesdty  most  be  shown  before  a  foreign  mis- 
sion might  be  established;  and  further,  that 
when  that  necessity  should  cease,  the  misdon 
should  also  oease.  I  wished  to  show  that  such 
was  the  10080  Mr.  Mraroe  and  of  the  Honae 
of  BepreaentatiTes  duing  hia  adminirtratiwi. 
All  on  the  principle  of  economy — a  prino^tle 
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wbi«h,  I  hope,  we  have  not  discarded ;  or,  if 
Te  have,  that  we  shall  apeedily  return  to  it* 

On  this  groond  it  is  that  I  wish  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Virginia  (Kr.  Akohbb)  to 
show  OS  reasonable  oanse  for  all  these  Soatb 
American  missions.  I  have  no  donbt  the  rea- 
Bona  be  dull  show  will  be  mtirely  aatisfaotwy 
with  respect  to  two  or  three  of  than,  eq>enaD7 
that  to  Moxloo.  That  oonntrj  lies  Immediately 
upon  onr  own  bordw,  and  thwe  are  obvious 
reasons  which  raider  it  e^Mdlent  and  proper 
that  we  shonld  alwajs  have  a  minister  at  tnat 
Tq>nb]ic.  Bat  I  wish  the  gentleman  to  torn 
his  attention  to  those  States  which  have  no 
ministers  with  vs.  From  Hexioo  we  have  one. 
But  there  are  others  of  these  GovemmentB 
which  have  not,  and  never,  at  any  time,  have 
bad  a  minister  in  this  oonntr;^ .  Whj  do  we 
keep  np  diplomatio  relations  with  them  I 

As  to  Bnenos  Ayres,  tibe  question  is  peon- 
liar  :  it  is  a  different  case  from  all  the  rest  I 
ask  the  gentleman  to  tell  the  ccMnmittee  what 
has  beo(nme  of  our  parrel  with  Boenos  Ayres. 
It  was  <tf  Booh  a  natore  that  onr  ohare6  d'af- 
ftires,  the  brothw  of  mj  honoraUe  o«Mleagne 
over  the  way,  (Mr.  Batubb,)  thonght  it  proper 
to  demsnd  ms  passports  and  oome  home— a 
step  which  is  nsuaUy  considered  sa  the  signal 
for  war  between  nations;  a  step  for  which  I 
troBt  the  gentleman  will  be  able  to  give  satisfac- 
tory reasons.  Bat  I  want  to  nnderstand  the 
present  state  of  that  affair.  We  know  noth- 
ing, as  a  Honse,  of  onr  relations  with  these 
South  American  States.  No  commnnioation 
has  been  made  to  ns  on  the  sabject ;  the  whole 
snbject  is  altogether  nnknown  to  us.  I,  for 
one,  want  some  information ;  and  I  a^  it  from 
the  honOTable  oh^iman  of  the  Ownmittee  on 
Fordgn  Belationfl,  beoanie  I  bare  had  snne 
ezpenenoe  which  leads  me  to  condnde  tiiat  I 
cannot  set  it  elsewhere. 

Hr.  Abchkb,  in  reply  to  Vr.  Adams's  in- 
qniry,  answered,  in  snbstanoe,  as  follows : 

I  feel  each  an  extreme  degree  of  respect  for 
my  Mend  from  Massaehasetts,  that  I  am  obliged 
by  his  declaration,  however  it  m^y  0(mtra£ot 


*  TUtbrM  Uitcnyglrwibrlb.  AdMH^rfouwrlrfer- 
algii  mUdoai,  ud  the  prlnolplM  on  whJab  they  w«r«  en- 
atti,  morlU  oA  dumld  neelv«  tlie  Mtlou  eouldNmtloii  of 
•TMy  wtor  in  onr  pablle  aflUta.  The  legUlatiTe  m  irell  u 
tlM  «z«cntlve  departmant— Uns  mAmben  of  tho  Hoom  of 
K«pr«MDtativM  u  wiH  m  Senaton  and  tho  Preeldent— 
■hottld  Mrlouly  oonddor  It  Permanent  mlaaioiu  irara  act 
1tepoll7«rthrt  tlflM.  lOabton  rariilsiit  WW*  Mt 
inknowB  la  BUM,lHit  In  tet  A  Blnim  wm  not  to  ba 
flOBttnnal  altlwr  in  the  paitM  of  one  InonmlMat,  or  In  the 
ponmaof  noeaiion.  To  ba  ttnt  wlian  nuaaaaiy,  and  to 
come  bonte  when  the  neeeadtif  waa  over,  wis  then  tho  nlc; 
and  tliat  not  onlf  «i  tho  eoora  of  oeonotn7  hut  alao  of  na- 
tional fdUof,  nralttng  from  onr  foocraphleal  poritloB  aad 
KpnbUoaa  torn  of  fOTonmeiit,  irUdi  nqnlrad  no  oltwe 
.  p^tkal  eouMotlon  vttk  ft»«lfa  powon,  asd  admitted  the 
iworred  lateraosm  whleh  niuniitj  etouaaaded;  aad 
which  itfb^,  paaea^  raapaat.  and  fteitoi  feam  wtwi^lBf 
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what  I  had  previously  thooght,  as  I  had  snp- 
poeed  that  that  honorable  gentieman  was  the 
very  last  man  in  the  House  who  stood  in  need 
of  the  information  for  which  he  had  appUed  to 
me.  I  nnderstand  his  inqniry  to  be  so  very 
lai^  in  its  terms  that  it  covers,  in  fact,  almost 
all  the  diplomacy  of  the  country.  But,  al- 
thoDgh  his  qnestiott  has  this  extraordinarr 
extent,  I  ahbidd  not  be  indisposed,  nor,  as  I 
hope,  unprepared,  in  some  good  degree^  to  an- 
swer it,  wrae  it  not  for  a  jdiyrioal  indl^odtioa 
which  must  disable  any  man  (onlees^deed,  it 
be  the  honorable  gentieman  from  Kentud^a 
Kr.  Chiltos)  to  respond  at  large  to  such  an 
inqniry.  I  might  certainly,  and  that  without 
just  censure,  refose  to  take  the  attitude  of  re- 
qwndent  on  this  occasion ;  nor  do  I  assume  it 
imder  any  conviction  of  daty,  but  voluntarily, 
from  the  desire  which  I  at  all  times  feel  to  com- 
ply with  the  wishes  of  the  highly  respectable 
member  who  has  made  tiie  inquiry.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Massachnsetta  had  etii  tha^  if 
there  was  any  body  in  that  Honse  who  assumed 
the  ground  t^at,  in  calling  for  an  appropriation 
for  foreign  Interoonrse,  the  cnvs  probandi  did 
not  lie  on  the  Executive,  he  was  oonfident  that 
it  would  not  be  myselt  Kow  I  can  only  tal^ 
this  compliment,  which  I  certainly  esteem  t«7 
highly,  as  intended  to  have  reference  to  my 
fidelity  to  the  trust  reposed  in  me,  in  the  sta- 
tion which  it  is  my  lot  to  occupy.  Yet  I  am 
compelled  to  declare  that,  in  reference  to  the 
greater  part  of  the  misuons  provided  for  in 
this  bin,  the  harden  of  proof  lies  not  on  the 
Executive,  who  aska  for  the  money,  bnt  on  a 
member  «  the  House  who  advocates  its  r^- 
aiL  And  yriat  To  what  department  is  it 
that  the  oonstitution  has  confided  the  duty  of 
decoding  what  shall  be  the  diplomatic  relation* 
between  tiiis  Government  and  Governments 
abroad!  Are  we  parties  participant  in  that 
duty  and  its  correspondent  obligations?  We 
certainly,  should  be;  and  ooeqnal  with  the 
President  in  this  department  of  the  public 
service,  were  the  principle  advanced  by  the 
gentieman  from  Ifassacbusetts  well  fiinnded. 
lliat  gentieman  goes  u|>on  the  ground  that, 
before  any  foreign  mission  shomd  be  estab- 
lished, tlie  sulgeot  must  first  pass  under  onr 
review,  and  have  onr  approbation  and  ooncnr- 
renceu  And  is  that  the  tiieory  of  the  oonitt- 
tation?  Sappose  a  certain  foreign  miesion  has 
been  subn^tted  to  the  Senate,  approved  by 
them,  and  in  existence  for  years,  are  we  to 
preeome  that  that  misrion  ia  hnproper,  and  not 
to  uptopriate  for  it  until  the  contrary  ahall 
be  shown!  To  put  such  a  question  is  to 
answer  it  And  it  would  be  sufficient,  in 
answer  to  an  inquiir  so  large  as  that  which 
has  been  propounded  to  me  by  the  honorable 
gentieman  from  Massachusetts,  to  say  of  all 
these  misuons  but  two,  that  it  has  been  the 
Judgment  of  the  Executive  department  that 
they  are  expedieid  and  proper,  mA  that  we 
have  ndmrtm  now  redookt  at  these  leveral 
Ooorti. 


Sotdk  Amerieam  ami  oAtt  Mimcm*. 
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What,  sir,  can  a  GbTernmeat  like  oars, 
maintuoing  nvimerotis  diplomatic  relations 
with  foreiga  GoTemmenta  on  both  continents, 
justly  be  required  to  re-prove  every  year  the 
necessity  of  providuog  for  each  of  i^  missions 
abroad — missions,  the  propriety  of  which  h&s 
long  since  been  decideo,  and  which  have  been 
miuntained  without  Interraption  for  a  series 
of  years.  Sorely  saeh  a  requirement  most  be 
pitmotmoed  naelesH,  if  not  wanton,  and  might 
be  Tepdled  as  an  outrage  upon  a  OQ-<vdiiiate 
department  the  Government.  I  therefore 
say  agdn,  that  I  shonld  be  fhlly  authorized  to 
answer,  that  those .  to  whom  the  constitution 
has  assigned  the  authorify  to  jnd^  have 
decided  that  we  ought  to  have  ministers  at 
those  Courts.  But,  uiongh  that  answer  would 
be  snfBoient,  and  though  I  could,  on  this  sub- 
ject, appeal  to  the  aathority  of  the  gentleman 
n-om  Massachusetts  himseUI  I  will  not  take  that 
ground.  What  did  the  gentleman  say  but  a 
moment  ago  ?  That  there  were  other  Courts, 
where  we  were  now  nnrepreeented,  where  we 
ought  to  have  ministers  resident.  The  got- 
tieman  is  right  It  is  nndonbtedly  tine,  and 
iu>thingbut  a  terror  of  that  temper  on  the  part 
of  this  House,  which  the  present  debate  has  so 
clearly  exemplified,  has  prevented  our  having 
before  now  a  diplomatic  representative  near 
the  Austrian  Government — a  Government 
which  is  not  only  one  of  the  most  important 
upon  the  continent,  but  one  which  has  mani- 
fested a  disposition  to  preserve  and  extend 
commercial  relations  witn  this  country,  and 
has  evra  gone  so  far  as  to  send  a  person  to  the 
United  States  with  the  exjoess  view  of  nego- 
tiating A  treaty  with  us.  I  hope  we  shalL 
before  louft  be  represented  at  that  Court ;  and 
I  am  aatnorized  to  s^,  tiiat,  though  that 
Ungdom  posBesses  bat  one  commercial  port, 
it  is  the  desire  and  purpose  of  this  Govern- 
ment to  enlarge  our  commerce  with  her. 
Should  this  take  place,  a  minister  will  be 
indispensable  to  oondnct  and  watch  over  the 
interests  of  tliat  commerce. 

It  is  with  the  most  unaffected  surprise  that 
I  find  any  gentleman,  above  all,  a  gentleman 
BO  able,  so  enlightened,  and  so  experienced  as 
the  gentieman  from  Massachusetts,  and  one 
who,  as  everybody  in  the  country  knows,  has 
ever  been  remarkable  for  attaching  ft  yer^ 
high  valae  to  tiie  importance  ct  wplomatio 
rations,  should  advance  an  otjection  on  tiiis 
floor  which  goes  to  sweep  away  the  entire 
diplomaoy  of  this  oountry,  except  as  it  relates 
to  one  or  two  Courts.  For  what  has  this 
Government  instituted  foreign  relations  at  aU  t 
It  is  not  main^  for  the  interests  of  commerce  ? 
Our  social  economy,  and  the  peculiar  structure 
of  our  Government,  have  secured  to  every 
man  in  this  oountij'  the  fttll  and  exduaive 
fruits  of  his  own  industry ;  but  to  what  nse  is 
this,  unless  some  mode  shonld  be  provided,  by 
whlioh  the  b«iflfits  resulting  from  nis  IndostiT 
and  entorpiifle  may  beonne  aviulablet  If  it 
wm  not  for  eommeroe^  tiiere  wonld  be  little 
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motive  for  a  Government,  sitoated  as  ours  is,  to 
muntain  any  diplomatic  relations  whatever. 
We  send  missions  abroad  to  propose  to  other 
nations  terms  of  commerce,  to  facilitate  com- 
mercial intercourse,  to  reduce  tariffs,  and  thus 
prepare  the  way  for  the  mntnsl  enterprise  of 
two  friendly  powers.  Am  I  to  be  told  tiiat  a 
nation  like  this,  the  richest  save  one  upon  the 
face  of  the  ^obe,  whose  commerce  is  spread 
abroad  over  every  S6%  must  suffer  this  b^^mst 
interert  of  her  ^tixens  to  langnish,  rather  tiian 
appropriate  the  sum  of  $88,000 1  This  is  all 
that  is  asked  for  this  whole  array  of  mis- 
sions, which  has  excited  so  much  solitntnda 
in  the  mind  of  the  honorable  gentienun  from 
Massachusetts.  In  reference  to  Govemmenti 
where  we  have  long  had  missions,  and  with 
whom  we  have  extensive  and  valuable  com- 
mercial relations,  it  is  manifest  we*mnst  have 
agents  to  watch  over  them.  With  respect  to 
Belgiom,  I  will  tell  the  gentleman  why  an 
item  for  that  Government  has  been  inanted. 
It  is  wdl  known  that  this  oountry  has  had, 
for  a  long  series  of  years,  an  important  oom- 
meroe  with  Holland.  Belj^am  ia  a  portion  of 
what  formerly  passed  ni^er  tbat  name,  bnt 
has  been  recently  erected  into  a  separate 
Govranmant. 

If  onr  interests  with  the  two  portions  of  that 
country,  when  ooi^oined,  were  deemed  worthy 
of  preservation,  wny  are  they  not  equally  so 
with  each  portion  as  now  separated?  Can 
it  be  that  our  interests  with  one  of  those 
Governments  is  not  worth  the  expenditure  of 
4,600  dollars  a  year  t  And  what  is  this  new 
State  of  whidi  the  gentleman  firan  Massachu- 
setts speaks  so  oontemptuooafy  I  It  la  a  &ate 
whioh  ooonxnes  one  of  tiie  most  impartaot 
stations  in  Enrope-^tiie  ancient  theatre  of 
continental  wars,  and  the  snlt}^  of  com- 
plicated ■  and  protracted  negotiations.  The 
Belgian  Government  has  sent  its  agents  to  us, 
intimating  a  wish  that  diplomatic  relations 
shonld  exist  between  the  two  Governments; 
and  shall  we,  when  the  Government  of  so  rich 
and  fertile  a  country,  possessing  such  a  com- 
mercial port  as  Antwerp,  and  with  which  we 
already  bold  an  extenave  commercial  inter- 
conrse,  proposes  to  us  the  establishment  of 
friendly  relations,  refhse  to  meet  Its  advances, 
and  put  at  harard  all  the  advantages  we  might 
gain,  for  the  aake  of  avoiding  the  expenditure 
of  $i,500  ayeart 

I  put  it  to  tiie  gentieman  from  Massachusetts^ 
if  we  had  recdved  a  Message  from  tiie  President, 
stating  tiiat  anch  a  roqueat  had  been  made  by 
the  Belgian  Government,  but  tiiat  he  had  re- 
fosed  to  send  any  minister,  what  would  that 
gentieman  have  said  t  Above  all,  what  would 
he  have  thought  and  said  had  the  Presidei^ 
given  as  a  reason  for  his  determination  that  the 
mis^on  would  cost  this  country  $4,600  a  year? 
We  have  nowhere  a  minister  from  Belgium;, 
we  have  with  that  oountry  a  great  and  growing 
oommeroe;  andthisappropiiatioiisfivamem 
dhaig^  Snppoeethemon^dioiddbenAised, 
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and  the  advances  of  the  Belgian  GoTornment 
repelled,  will  it  not  be  a  breach  of  the  oomitj 
of  nations  ?  may  it  not  lead  to  the  intermption 
of  OUT  oommerce !  oratleasttoanaiumentation 
of  their  tariff  on  onr  products  ?  would  the 
Prendent  be  lostified  in  nazardiog  tiiese  oonse- 
quences  for  tne  sake  of  aaTing  an  umnal  salar;- 
of  $i,60(»f  What  woiild  be  the  jndsment  of 
eTe^sober-mindod  man  npon  such  pouoyt  It 
womd  pronoanoe  a  mertted  sbtttenoe  of  miegtuT- 
ocal  condemnation. 

I  come  now  to  the  provlsionB  for  the  South 
American  missions.  I  ooold  not  bnt  feel  a 
good  deal  stirprised  that  the  gentleman  from 
Hassachnsetts  shonld  be  the  person  to  ol^ect  to 
the  appropriation  for  these  missions^  when  he 
was  himself  at  the  head  of  that  admmistration 
under  which  all  the  diplomatio  relations  we 
have  with  these  States  were  originally  instituted. 
Kor  did  we  then,  as  Is  now  proposed,  maintain 
only  a  chai^  d'affidres  at  these  courts.  Vhen 
that  gentleman*8  administration  came  into 
power,  they  fonnd  three  ftill  ministers  oommls- 
rioned  to  South  American  Powers ;  and,  so  far 
from  their  disapproving  the  arraagement,  the 
honorable  gentteman  continued  all  these  mis- 
rions,  and  continued  to  fill  them  with  ministers 
of  the  same  grade.  I  mention  thiSj  not  ai  anj 
imputation  agunst  him.  I  know,  mdeed,  that 
many  unfounded  censures  were  neaped  Upon 
him  for  this  part  of  the  policy  of  that  adminis- 
tration. (I  made  many  remarks  upon  it  mp^sel^ 
which  I  should  he  glad  of  an  opportnmty  to 
disolum.)  The  committee  doubuess  recollect 
that  one  of  the  questions  wUoh  then  agitated 
this  country  wss,  wbethcor  ttds  Goveniment 
oof^t  or  ought  not  to  recognize  the  independ- 
ence of  the  South  American  rapuUios.  We 
did  recognize  it ;  and,  in  my  Judgment,  we  did 
wisely.  Ur.  Monroe,  to  g^ve  the  greater  effect 
to  the  recognition,  sent  mimsters  to  those 
powers,  as  he  had  a  perfect  right  to  do.  And 
it  was  certainly  a  sound  line  of  poUcy.  It  was 
so  on  two  grounds :  firsts  as  it  tended  to  establish 
their  independence ;  and,  secondly,  as  it  promis- 
ed to  extend  oar  own  commerce,  and  to  secure 
to  our  citizens  important  advantages  in  ti*ade. 
Such  a  connection  with  this  comitry  was  viewed 
by  those  States  themselves  as  an  olnect  <^  im- 
portanoe ;  nearly  sU  of  them  ap^oed  for  it ; 
they  were  anxious  that  diplomatio  relations 
should  be  established  between  us ;  and  we'  con- 
ceded to  them  what  they  had  asked  for.  Does 
the  gentleman  fiwm  Massachusetts  recoDect  that 
the  Independence  of  those  States  has  not,  to  this 
day,  been  recognized  by  the  Court  of  Spain  ( 
and  that  tiie  good  offices  of  this  Government 
have  been  exerted  to  effect  that  object!  Are 
we  to  abandon  the  objects  for  which  we  insti- 
tuted these  relations  in  the  first  instance  ?  Are 
we  to  disregard  oar  community  of  interest  with 
these  States  in  a  trade  sad  commerce  equally 
benefidsl  to  both  t  And  for  That  i  To  save 
a  few  thousand  dollan.  I  said  that  onr  oom- 
mercial  relations  were  mutually  beneficial  to 
both  parties.  Thl^  howerer,  is  tme  only  to  ■ 
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certun  extent.  The  chief  benefit  is  on  our  ride. 
We  had  commercial  ol^eots  to  secure,  in  first 
institutioR  these  missions.  Those  powers  h^ 
none.  They  possessed  littie  or  no  commerce ; 
and  what  little  they  had  was  all  contraband. 
And  does  the  gentieman  fh>m  Massachusetts 
think  that  a  nascent  commerce,  still  in  its  in- 
fknoy,  but  rapidly  increasing,  does  not  need  to 
be  more  asuduously  watched  oTer  than  one 
whioh  has  attdned  to  the  ftill  vigor  of  estab- 
lished p«rmanenoy?  The  gentleman  cannot  be 
aware  that  the  possession  of  the  rising  com* 
meroe  of  those  South  American  States  is  an 
object  of  earnest  competition  and  rivalry  among 
the  European  Powers.  He  must  know  that' 
Great  Britain  in  particular,  from  having  been 
too  open  and  unguarded  in  showing  her  »treme 
eagerness  to  secure  the  boon,  has  become  the 
so^ect  of  extreme  Jealousy  on  that  ground; 
insomuch  that  tiie  republic  of  Central  America, 
in  particular,  has  become  almost  hwtile  toi^M 
Bntish  Govemmmt.  Thar  oonrinerbe,  fod,  aa 
it  wIU  be,  by  one  of  the  ridiest  oountriei  on 
earth,  is  expandiog  in  geometrical  progresritm; 
and  are  we  to  abandon  such  an  oqeot  fbr  the 
pitiful  sum  of  |4,500 1 

With  regard  to  the  republic  of  Central 
America,  continued  Mr.  A.,  so  strong  is  the 
feeling  of  dislike  towards  the  Euj^ish  that  every 
£acili^  is  open  to  an  advantageous  treaty  with, 
this  country.  But  it  is  very  oifBcult  for  us,  or 
any  other  power,  to  get  a  minister  there,  be- 
cause such  is  the  nnhealthiness  of  the  re^on 
through  whioh  they  must  pass,  tiiat  the  most 
of  those  who  set  ont  for  that  Oonrt  <tie  upon 
th^  wi^. 

I  ranember  that  this  snl;ject  of  the  r^blio 
of  Oolombia  oocadoned  a  smnewhat  amunng 
scene  in  this  Bouse  a  few  years  ago.  The 
whole  House,  including  such  men  as  my  honop* 
able  friend  fi'om  Massiwhusetts,  wasatuiattime 
wholly  ignorant  of  the  geography  of  this  new 
State.  One  member  inquired  what  were  Its 
commercial  relations !  And  this  led  to  an  in- 
quiry from  another,  as  to  what  were  its  ports  t 
or,  whether  there  was  a  sii^le  oommeroial  port 
belonging  to  that  Government  f  None  could 
answer  these  inquiries,  because  none  knew  with 
precision  what  were  the  territorial  limits  of  t^ 
State.  I  did  not  know  them— the  Department 
of  State  did  not  But  I  am  now  better  pre* 
pared ;  and  if  the  gentieman  from  Massaohn- 
setts  wishes  to  propound  the  same  inquiry  he 
pQt  to  me  on  that  occasion,  I  am  in  drcum> 
stances  to  snswer  it.  Its  ports  are  numerous, 
and  its  trade  so  important,  that  it  is  obvious 
to  any  one  acquainted  with  the  facts,  that  the 
avenues  to  tluit  trade  shonld  be  kept  open  to 
our  citizens.  But  this  can  only  be  done  by 
keeping  up  diplomatio  relations  with  that  Gor- 
emment  at  an  expense  the  honorable  gentleman 
seems  to  shudder  at   It  will  cost  us  $4,600. 

ICr.  Adaus  here  inteiposed,  to  inquire  why 
it  was  thst  altiiou^  the  Inll  contained  prori- 
RCBiB  for  seven  ch»g£s  des  affaires,  there  was 
none  for  Ckdomlul  The  gentieman  a^  onr 
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ntatiOBs  with  that  npnblio  vere  of  BDch  fpeat 
valae,  how  wu  it  that,  while  he  argued  to  iuiow 
the  neoeuity  of  our  haviiig  a  minister  there, 
he  had  insetted  no  provisioQ  for  one!  Twojeara 
ago,  indeed,  it  was  tme  that  this  repablio  of 
^ombia  coold  not  be  found ;  now  It  seems 
the  gentleman  had  found  out  where  it  was. 
Why  was  it  omitted  in  tbe  bill! 

Mr.  Etans  sud  that  it  certHnly  was  not 
proper  that  matters  of  so  much  consequence 
should  be  acted  upon  with  so  thin  a  Hottse. 
He  observed  that  many  gentlemen  would  vote 
to  go  into  committee  at  12  o'dool^  who  never 
^tpearad  in  the  Honse  agttbi  till  aboat  5  o'clock, 
when  t^jr  came  In  to  vote  stootly  agunst  the 
rising  of  the  committee.  He  believed  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  Qtr.  Abghu)  was  willing 
that  the  subject  should  be  postponed,  and  he 
trusted  that  the  gentJunan  from  Hassaobusetts 
(Hr.  Adams)  womd  also  consent  to  wait  a  little 
longer  for  the  information  he  had  asked  for. 
He  tiierefore  moved  that  the  committee  rise, 
that  the  House  might  proceed  to  the  business 
on  the  Speaker's  table. 

Mr.  Folk  requested  Hr.  Evass  to  withdraw 
his  motion ;  but  he  reflising  to  do  so,  the  ^nes- 
tifm  was  taken,  and  the  nwUon  was  negatived 
— ajes  67,  noes  75. 

Ml.  Adamb  said  that,  as  the  repnblio  of  Co- 
lombia bad  been  discovered,  why,  he  asked 
flgiun,  was  it  not  named  in  this  bill  I  The  gen- 
Uemau  thought  it  a  power  of  so  much  Import- 
ance that  we  ought  to  send  there  a  minister  of 
the  highest  grade.  "Where  was  it!  He  did 
not  reul  it  in  the  bilL 

Mr.  AaoHKB  siUd  thatit  was  in  the  bill.  The 
mistake  was  on  the  ride  of  his  honorable  frleud 
from  Uassachnsetts.  The  republic  of  Oentral 
America  had  been  broken  into  three  distinct 
States,  viz.:  Venezuela,  New  Granada,  and 
Keoador.  The  GovemmeDt  did  not  ask  for  a 
misrion  to  that  country,  and  strange  indeed  it 
woold  be  if  it  had  done  so.  Mr.  A.  was 
tiM  hf  oar  former  minister  there  (Hr.  Uooro) 
that  Uving  at  Bogota  wu  very  expenrive,  and 
the  salary  of  even  a  full  mudster  would  be 
none  too  large ;  it  was  proposed,  however,  to 
allow  for  a  charg6  only.  Ihe  gentleman  would 
find  in  the  bill  an  item  for  a  charg6  to  Venezu- 
ela. 8o  far  was  the  Gtovemment  from  being 
diargeable  with  eztrav^anoe  in  its  appropri- 
ations for  South  America,  that  the  gentleman 
seemed  now  disposed  rather  to  compltun  of  It 
for  having  omitted  to  pnt  more  in  the  biU. 
When  the  item  for  Colombia  had  formerly  been 
pn^Kwed,  it  was  snggested  as  an  oljection  that 
the  whole  repnblio  dia  not  omtain  a  ringle  sea- 
port This  gronnd  must  now  he  abandoned; 
M,  rinee  the  repnUio  had  been  dissevered,  it 
had  also  been  ascertained  to  possess  many  very 
important  seaports.  Hr.  A  would  take  this 
f^porttmity  of  reading  to  the  honorable  gentle- 
man a  list  of  them,  t^ether  with  a  statement 
showing  the  population  of  each  of  these  States 
as  asoertained  from  the  best  soaroea  within 


his  reaoh ;  ob  also  the  trade,  as  taken  from  the 
lut  returns  to  the  Treasury. 

[The  statefloat  reed.] 

I  have  thus  shown,  s^d  Hr.  A,  to  the 
satisfaction,  I  trust,  of  the  committee,  and  of 
my  honorable  friend  frimi  Hassaehusetta,  first 
from  the  population,  and  then  from  the  trade 
of  this  republic  of  Colombia,  as  now  sab- 
divided,  that  we  ought  to  have  diplomaUc 
relations  there,  even  Uiough  it  shoula  cost  oi 
the  unconscionable  sum  of  $4,600  a  year  to 
maiotaio  them.  Althou|^  I  am  a.great  advo- 
cate for  economy,  and  hope  that  the  hmorsUe 
gentleman  will  stand  by  hb  principle  of  new 
consenting  to  an  appropriation  till  its  propriety 
and  necessity  be  stiowu,  ret  I  am  suco  s  very 
heretic  that  I  should  be  wiUiogto  sustidn  three 
charg^  dea  affaires,  one  to  each  of  these 
Governments,  rather  than  jeopard  our  tnde 
with  this  part  of  the  South  American  continent : 
a  country  containing  a  dozen  seaports,  a  popula- 
tion of  four  millions  of  people,  and  s  commerce 
amounting  already  to  four  nmlions  of  dollsra. 
With  a  disposition  certunly  not  too  fiiendly 
the  present  adminutration,  I  yet  cannot  find  it 
in  my  heart  to  say  that,  in  this  branch  of  the 
public  service,  they  want  to  spmA  too  much  of 
the  public  money. 

And  now,  Hr,  for  Mexica  We  had  a  fill! 
ministM'  to  that  Government  under  the  ad- 
ministration of  my  honorable  friend  bm 
Uassachusetts.  We  have  now  but  a  chargi 
d'affiures.  This  country  possesses  a  commerce 
in  imports  of  four  millions,  and  in  exerts  of 
three  millions  of  dollars.  Ought  sn  interest 
like  this  to  be  exposed,  unprotected,  to  the 
rivalry  of  other  commercial  nations,  to  sroid 
the  annual  chsige  of  4,600  dollars!  I  hs're 
heard  it  said  that  our  commercial  interests  with 
the  Mexican  Government  may  be  as  well,  or 
suffif^ently  well,  protected  by  consuls.  Sup- 
pose we  had  ft  consul  there,  could  he  saperriM 
bQ  car  interests  with  that  Government  on  a 
salary  less  than  4,600  doUars  I  We  give  onr 
consuls  2,000  dollars.  Would  any  man  com^ 
tent  to  tiie  charge  accept  it  on  Budi  terms  I  >0| 
sir;  if  it  is  to  be  done  by  consnis,  we  most  have 
them  in  all  the  principal  seaports;  and  then 
their  salaries  wul  amount  to  more  than  is 
asked  for  this  oharg6.  I  say  that  to  resort  to 
a  oharg6  d'affaires  to  the  Government  of 
Mexico  is  au  expecUent  of  economy;  and  the 
honorable  gentleman  ought  to  support  rather 
than  rerist  it  The  opposite  plan  goes  m  • 
narrow  view  of  ecnuuny,  and  whoever  advo^ 
cates  it  is  mistaken  aa  to  the  troe  Inteiests « 
onr  oommerce  in  the  sonthem  hemisphere. 
Commerce  with  old  eonntries  is,  oomparatiTely, 
a  fixed  thing ;  but  with  new  countries,  snoh  as 
the  liberated  States  of  South  America,  it  u 
quite  s  different  thing ;  no  man  can  calonlste 
or  conjecture  the  rapidity  <rf  its  increa»,  or 
the  greatness  of  its  fhture  amount.  Now, 
there  b  not  one  <tf  these  eonthecn  Govenuocm 
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ia  which  there  is  not,  present  and  active,  a  rival 
interest  to  oars,  seeking  in  every  way  to  under- 
mine Ds,  and  to  obt^  a  oommeFdal  treaty  to 
onr  prejadice. 

As  to  this  repnblio  of  Oolombia:  Great 
Britain,  oar  great  commercial  rival,  maintains 
a  minister  at  Bosota,  and  gives  him  80^000 
doUars  a  year,  besiaes  a  oonsnl  goieral  with  a 
aalanr  of  10,000  dollars,  and  another  oonsol  at 
Oarthagoia.  Are  we,  then,  to  shrink  from 
the  qipropriatloD  of  ^600  dollars,  to  counter- 
act snoh  opponents?  ^at  would  be  the 
eonseqaenoe  to  the  interests  of  this  country,  if 
Great  Britain  shoold  sacceed  in  establi^ing 
commercial  relations  with  sach  a  country 
as  that,  to  her  beneSt  and  ii^nrious  to  us  t 
And  what  would  be  the  blame  inevitably  and 
jo^y  cast  upon  an  administration  that  should 
permit  such  arrangements  to  be  made  before 
their  eyes,  for  the  sake  oi  saving  a  poor  sllow- 
•noe  of  4,600  doUars  a  year  t 

There  is  one  consideration  which  applies  to 
an  these  South  American  OovenimeDts.  It  is 
more  Important  that  we  should  have  diplo- 
matio  relations  with  them  than  with  the 
GoToniments  of  the  old  world.  In  support  of 
which  position,  it  ia  soiBdent  to  state  that 
there  is  not  one  of  them  where  our  dtlzens 
liave  not  pending  claims  for  spoliations ;  not, 
indeed,  for  vessels  and  cai^oee  taken  upon  the 
high  seas,  but  for  injuries  done  to  us  by 
seizures  after  our  rebels  had  entered  their 
ports.  Soppoee  us  to  have  no  minister  there, 
and  these  acts  of  unlawful  violence  should  take 
place  npon  the  oommeroa  of  our  citizens,  what 
remedy  shonld  we  have!  The  eitJxen  iqfnred 
would  make  his  protest.  Should  we  send  oar 
demand  tor  redress  through  a  consult  The 
answer  would  be,  we  regret  the  occurrence,  but 
oar  Government  is  too  poor  to  compensate  the 
lose.  But  if  we  had  a  minister  ra-esent  at  their 
Court,  either  the  Injury  would  not  be  at- 
tempted, or  one  menace  from  him  would  be 
anfficient  to  prevent  ita  being  consummated. 
They  know  and  dread  the  power  of  oor  navy. 
'Why,  sir,  it  is  but  to-day  that  I  was  told  of 
a  oai^  worth  $200,000  which  had  been  lost 
In  this  very  way.  Will  not  $4,500  have  been 
well  tpeaty  should  it  prevent  but  one  such  loss 
■a  that) 

I  have  peonllar  reasons  for  wishing  to  dis- 
ebarge  my  duty  ftaOy  on  this  oooarion,  because 
it  is  the  last  time  Hist  I  shall  ooonpy  the 
pontion  I  now  fill  in  rdation  to  the  business 
of  the  House.  I  nught  have  repelled  the  inqui- 
ries of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
aetts,  by  saying,  simply,  that  our  dtizens  had 
unsatisfied  claims  on  all  these  Governments; 
and  that  it  would  be  monstrous,  under  such 
circumstances,  to  refuse  the  ^propriation  of 
fonr  thousand  five  hundred  doliars  to  protect 
their  interests.  I  might  well  be  pardoned,  did 
I  express  in  stronger  terms  my  surprise  at  the 
on  usual  mode  of  treating  a  bill  for  mch  olgects, 
whkib  has  been  pnrsaed  on  the  present  ooea- 
rion  by  that  gentleman.  He  well  knowa  all 


[H.  «*  R. 

the  views  I  have  stated.  He  knows  them 
better  than  I,  and  his  mind  has  been  filled  with 
the  soundest  conduMHia  in  rcQatiai  to  the 
whole  subjeot 

He  will  not  deny  that  we  ought  to  have 
diplomatic  relations  wherever  we  nave  exten- 
sive and  valaable  commerce;  and,  par  esuel- 
lenM^  with  the  States  of  South  America.  The 
very  fiwst  that  the  Oovranments  of  those  States 
remain  jtt  unsettled,  and  that  the  hand  of 
a  despotic  anarchy  dutches  all  that  can  be 
reached  by  trannrat  power,  is  the  strongest 
reason  why  it  is  expedient  that  we  should  have 
at  the  ear  of  each  succeeding  chief  who  rises 
for  a  day  to  the  seat  of  power,  a  representative 
of  this  Government,  who  shall  whisper  in  his 
ear,  *'  Keep  your  hands  off  the  property  of  my 
oountrymeo ;  if  you  touch  it,  Z  shall  invoke  a 
vint  from  our  vessels  of  war :  and,  when  they 
appear,  you  will  have  to  relinquish  all  you 
take."  Should  an  intimi^on  likia  this  reach 
the  BMinhieuAxm  of  any  one  of  those  mush- 
room despots  who  wield  In  snooesidon  tlw  puny 
forces  of  those  Governments,  I  pretend  to  say 
— ^yes,  sir,  I  "take  the  responsibility"  to 
predict — there  is  not  one  of  tnem  but  would 
bold  off  his  hand.  Let  him  but  understand 
that  any  one  of  the  vessels  of  our  gaUant  na^, 
be  it  but  the  smallest  schooner,  is  within  cul, 
he  will  be  careful  how  he  touches  American 
persons  or  property.  And,  although  I  profess 
to  be  as  much  the  fnend  of  economy  as  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  I  do 
think  that  four  thousand  five  hundred  m>llara 
will  be  well  ment,  if  it  save  but  one  ship^a 
eai^,  or  one  American  seunan,  from  the  ru- 
fiaa  (p«Bp  of  one  of  tiiese  ptmy  potoitatea^ 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  said,  if 
I  remember  rightly,  that,  when  Fremont 
Honroe  instituted  these  South  American 
sions,  the  understanding  was,  that  tfa^  were 
shortly  to  be  dispensed  with.  If  so,  X  au,  why 
did  not  the  gentieman  himself^  who  was  Ifr, 
Monroe's  successor,  dispense  with  them!  I 
will  assume  the  ^ntleman^s  answer  to  be  this,  as 
I  doubt  not  it  will  be :  that  the  interests  of  this 
country  (and  to  those  interests  I  always 
believed  him  to  be  honestiy  devoted,  and  am 
glad  of  having  this  opportanity  to  say  so) 
fwbade  lum  to  dispeiise  with  them.  The 
reason  was  a  aonnd  one,  and  it  Is  a  sonnd  one 
still ;  and  sure  I  am  ftuit,  were  the  faonwaUe 
gentiemu  now  at  the  bead  ct  the  Govern- 
ment, he  would  not  diq>enBe  with  one  of  these 
missions. 

Here  are  States  occupying  a  region  whose 
fertility,  compared  to  tl^t  of  other  potions  of 
the  globe,  is  as  Mesopotamia  to  the  sands  <tf 
Libya — fiUed  with  a  people  just  broken  loose 
from  the  bonds  of  political  and  otmunermal 
vassalage,  and  with  whom  all  the  Government* 
of  the  old  world  are  seeking  connections,  both 
o(nnmercia]  and  politioal ;  with  whom  we  were 
the  first  to  institnte  diplomatic  relations,  whlcfc 
relations  the  gentleman  from  MasBadinaBtli 
was  the  first  to  ratify ;  and  yet,  he  now  finds 
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fault  tfaat  a  paltry  Bum  of  moD^  is  aaked  to 
keep  up  ourconneotiGiuwiQitliem.  Thejare 
States  whose  independence  we  were  the  first 
to  acknowledge;  States  whose  commerce  is 
doBtioed  to  M  the  most  extecu^Te  upon  the 
^be ;  States  who  tow  the  Goremmenta  that 
are  oopipeUng  for  it  with  great  and  growing 
Jealousy,  acd  who  enterttun  no  sach  JenlooBy 
of  us.  And  are  we  to  throw  away  all  the  ad- 
rantages  of  such  a  position  ?  For  what  f  Why, 
truly,  because,  if  we  retua  them,  tiiey  will  cost 
us  a  matter  of  tUrtgr-dght  thousand  doUan  a 
year. 

11  we  refuse  to  miantfun  dipUHuatio  relations 
■with  theee  powers,  Ihsre  wilT  not  be  a  ship,  or 
a  Tessel  of  ai^  kind,  which  the  honorable 
genlieman's  £^ow-oitizens  of  New  England 
diall  freight  with  "notions,"  but  will  be 
exposed  to  the  most  imminent  danger.  Such 
polidoal  agitatione  and  such  lawless  despotism 
prev^  almost  everywhere  throughout  that 
r^on,  that  no  cargo  will  be  insured  but  at 
an  augmented  premium.  Bat  if  we  have  a 
mimster  who  can  interpose  in  time,  and  say  to 
the  miscreant  who  for  the  moment  may  hold  the 
reins  power,  and  may  be  about  to  lay  his 
hand  upon  the  jftopertj  <rf  our  citizens,  '*  have 
a  oare;  yon  know  not  to  what  yon  expose 
yoiuself;  within  my  oall  Is  a  naval  tqxca 
wMoh,  in  a  few  hours,  will  batter  yonr  town 
about  your  ears,"  my  word  for  it,  our  mer- 
chants may  venture  their  goods  in  secnrity. 
There  is  not  the  smsllest  vessel  in  our  navy 
that  may  not  defy  these  petty  powers,  and 
whose  lightest  threat  wUl  not  be  respected. 
And  will  you  give  up  a  rich  and  {^wing 
commerce,  onder  sack  drcamstanoea,  on  the 
sa^ent  jprindple  of  saving  thiil^-eight  thousand 

Having  made  these  general  remarks  in  ref- 
erenoe  to  the  Qovemmentof  Colombia,!  oome 
now  to  M^xioo. 

Tha  gentlemaii  asks  why  we  propose  to 
send  a  xunlster  to  tiie  Uexicatt  Govemmeut  t 
I  iriU  tell  the  gentleman.  We  propose  it  tbr 
an  the  reasons  which  I  have  just  given  in 
relation  to  the  Governments  of  South  America. 
It  is  a  country  whose  trade  already  has  reached 
the  em,ounL  in  imports,  of  four  millions  of 
dollars — and,  in  exports,  of  three  millions.  Its 
territory  is  nearly  ss  large  as  our  own;  it 
possesses  a  soil  of  unrivalled  fertility,  and 
comprises  the  advantages  of  all  climates  and 
of  all  products.  From  these  circumstances. 
It  is  obvious,  not  only  that  its  commerce 
is  desdaed  to  be  great^  but  that  tbto  will 
happen  in  a  very  short  time;  and,  fhnn  the 
afflaity  of  th^r  institutions  to  our  own,  we 
are  warranted  in  the  expectation  that  we 
shall  be  placed  on  the  footing  of  the  most 
fisTored  nation.  Besides  this,  we  have  now 
pending  with  that  power  a  Bpeclal  negotiation 
on  the  subject  of  boundary.  The  propriety, 
and  even  necessity,  of  having  the  Ime  whidi 
•MHtrates  tiie  two  eountries  distinctly  asoer- 
tfllned  and  permanenti  j  fixed,  la  maniflBat)  as 


being  one  <^  the  best  sCcnritles  against  ^spote 
and  ooUirioa  with  tiie  n^riiboring  Gown- 
ment;  and,  should  we  winbdraw  our  Aplo- 
matio  relations,  after  having  oommenoed  so 

important  a  nidation,  we  shall  expose  our- 
selves to  the  liability  of  losing  a  It^re  tract  of 
one  of  the  richest  and  most  favored  portions 
of  the  habitable  earth.  I  say  this  deliberately ; 
for  if  I  were  called  upon  to  select  any  portioa 
of  the  earth's  sur&oe  which  was  fitted  by 
nature  to  become  the  garden-spot  <tf  the  globe, 
I  should,  without  he€itatioQ,pmut  to  tbeproT- 
inoe  of  Texas. 

I  oome,  next  in  order,  to  tbe  proposed 
charg6  d'affidres  to  the  Govdrninent  <«  Bnoios 
Ayres.  ^e  gentiaman  from  Massachusetts 
intimMed  to  tiie  committee,  as  well  as  to 
mys^.  that  the  principal  ot^t  he  had  iu 
view,  in  urging  the  veiy  extensive  inquiry  he 
has  made,  was  founded  on  the  special  relations  of 
tiie  American  Government  to  that  of  the  Argen- 
tine Bepublic.  On  this  subject  I  shsll  com- 
press what  I  have  to  say  into  a  short  qiace. 
It  is  true,  as  the  gentleman  stated,  that  the 
brother  of  a  colleague  of  his,  who  had  been 
sent  as  our  late  minister  to  that  power,  (Mr. 
Baylies,)  did  aogravate  tiie  feelings  thst 
Government  in  ms  communication  with  it  on 
the  aaUeot  of  the  Falkland  Islands,  and  that 
such  altooation  arose  as  indnoed  him  td 
demand  his  passports  and  to  return  home; 
and  the  gentleman  fr<Hn  Uassachnsetts  asks 
whether  this  committee  will  oonsent,  under 
such  cironmstancea,  to  send  another  minister 
to  that  Government  ?  In  reply  to  tiiis  inqniiy, 
X  have  to  say  that  the  salary  is  asked  only  ss  a 
contingency,  and  that  there  is  not  the  least 
danger  of  a  minister  being  sent  out  until  a 
difiterent  state  of  things  shall  exist.  There  are 
reasons,  however,  to  believe  that  a  diflbrent 
state  of  things  will  exist  Almost  immedistdy 
after  the  return  of  Mr.  Bqrllei^  an  intiuutioo 
was  sent  by  that  Government  to  the  Dqiart* 
ment  of  Stato,  that  a  minister  ahonld  shortly 
be  deqtatohed  to  tide  Goveniment,  to  resoms 
the  negotiations  here ;  and  it  is  bat  a  shm^  tio» 
since,  ihat  that  assurance  was  repeated ;  and 
this  Government  is  waiting  for  the  arriw  of 
such  a  mimster,  before  it  can  decide  what  step 
shall  be  taken  in  the  affur. 

The  gentiemon  from  Massachusetts  ih« 
no  minister  should  be  sent  on  our  part  nnm 
the  present  state  of  things  is  changed,  and  in 
that  position  I  entirely  concur.  But  IttJ  ^ 
him  in  reply,  that  a  message,  suoh  as  I  have 
mentioned,  justifies  this  Government  in  benig 
prcfpared  to  send  s  minister  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  Buenos  Ayres,  in  case  that  Govern- 
ment shall  send  their  minister  here.  Suppf"^ 
the  Argentine  minister  should  arrive  iu  thu 
country  just  after  the  rising  of  Congess,  miut 
the  Executive  wait  until  next  session  before 
he  sends  a  oorrespoading  mission  on  our  parti 
Does  the  gentleman  fbrget  that  we  have  large 
claims  on  that  Govermnentt  And  shall  u>w 
bo  li^itly  Je<9arded  or  abandooedt  li>^ 
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reason  to  betieve  that  it  ia  not  the  design  of 
the  Execntive  to  send  out  a  chai^  nntil  a 
minister  Bball  arrive,  bat  that,  as  soon  as  that 
takes  place,  one  will  he  sent ;  and.  on  the  mtb- 
ject  <n  the  oUdma  of  onr  om  dtuena,  I  have 
mjaelf  reerired  aexenH  u^ent  oonmnini- 
canoQS  daring  the  present  s^rion.  I  admit, 
vith  the  gentleman  from  MassadiasetiB, 
that,  after  a  minister  of  the  United  States  has 
been  so  treated,  at  anr  foreign  Ocnrt,  as  to 
oonceive  himself  boond,  from  respect  to  bis 
own  QoTemment.  to  demand  hs  passports 
and  retam  home,  it  is  not  the  GoTemment  of 
the  United  States  who  shoold  renew  the  nego- 
tiation ;  bat,  unless  the  injory  has  been  of  a 
nature  and  an  importance  sach  as  to  justify 
war,  is  that  a  good  reason  why  this  Govern- 
ment ihonld  not  be  prepared  to  resnme  nego* 
tiationi^  when  it  ca&  do  so  with  self-reapBOtt 
And  ahonld  we  not  be  even  the  more  reaajr  to 
do  Bo  f  Supposing  the  agent  of  that  Gorera- 
ment  shall  come  here  and  saj,  We  regret 
what  is  past,  and  wish  to  re-eBtablish  friendly 
relations  between  the  two  Governments ;  and 
that  the  President  shall  say,  in  reply,  Z  wish 
it  too,  but  I  have  no  means  to  re-establidi  any 
diplomatic  intercourse,  nor  shall  I  tjll  a  whole 
year  has  expired.  Does  tiie  gentleman  wish  to 
place  our  Chief  Magistrate  in  such  an  attitude 
before  a  foreign  Government  ?  There  is  reason 
to  believe  that  a  minister  is  coming.  And,  in 
addition  to  that,  let  me  say  to  that  gentlenun, 
tiliat  the  snl^eot  which  was  the  canae  of 
diffbraioe  between  fbo  two  Oovemmenta  has 
since  then  passed  away.  The  ground  of  qoarrel 
was  an  all^;ed  aggression  on  the  Falkland 
Islands;  but  now,  if  we  want  to  have  any 
controversy  about  those  islands,  we  must  go 
to  London.  On  the  whole,  I  say  that  it  is 
emineutiy  desirable  that  our  difficulties  with 
that  power  ahonld  be  bronght  to  an  end,  as 
many  of  our  citizens  have  languished  for 
years  for  want  of  the  existence  of  diplomatic 
relations  between  that  republic  and  our  own. 
And  we  owe  it  to  our  citizens^  if  we  do  not 
to  any  one  else^  that  those  relaticow  ahonld  be 
n-established  as  eoon  as  it  out  be  dnw  with 
pro[Hi«l7.  Were  thore  but  a  dngle  merohant 
whose  property  Is  at  faaurd  fbr  want  of  our 
being  represented  there,  we  are  bound  to 
relieve  him^  if  it  can  be  rimtfully  done. 

Oar  missions  to  two  of  these  soathem  Courts 
(Buenos  Ayres  and  Chili)  have  been  vacated ; 
and,  in  respect  to  them,  the  inquiry  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  is  entirely  pertinent. 
Although  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
appointing  power,  we  may  with  propriety 
inquire  of  tiie  Ezeontive,  Why  must  you  have 
money  for  this  nusnon,  which  is  now  vacant  I 
Bat  I  repeat  now  tlie  portion  I  before 
asBomed,  that,  when  an  appointment  has  been 
oonsummsted,  we  ought  to  put  such  an  inquiry, 
Unless  we  have  reason  to  suppose  that  there 
has  been  some  abuse.  In  that  case,  I  freely 
adnut  that  it  belongs  to  this  Vody,  as  the 
representatives  of     peo^  to  din^^  the 
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etiquette  of  forms,  and  at  once  to  interpose. 
Bat,  whfire  there  is  a  vacancy,  and  the  ap- 
pointing power  has  not  spoken,  it  is  deuiy 
competent  for  tiiis  House  to  say,  we  do  not 
diooae  to  grant  tlie  money. 

I  have  e^Uuued  as  to  Boenos  Ayres ;  and 
now,  in  reference  to  Ohili,  the  same  reason 
holds  r^Mcting  our  important  eommerdal 
relations  with  that  ]^wer.  We  have  tiie 
most  growing  trade  with  the  Government  oi 
Ohili  that  we  now  enjoy  with  any  foreign 
country ;  a  trade  yet  more  worthy  of  being 
cherished  than  even  that  of  Brazil,  because  it 
is  in  the  important  uticle  of  flour  and  bread- 
stuffs,  the  most  valuable  article  grown  by  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  and  one  of  which 
tJie  Eurc^iean  market  has,  in  a  great  measure, 
been  lost. 

TUs,  is  alll  have  to  say  in  reply  to  the 
inquiries  of  the  gentleman  frcon  HaiswuinBettB. 
I  have  d<meitin  a  way  which  I  will  say  ou^^t 
to  be  satisfactory  to  that  gentieman  and  to 
tiie  committee ;  for  I  will  not  indulge  in  that 
mock  modesty  which  affects  to  be  dissatisfied 
with  truth  and  reason.  » 

Kr.  Folk  observed  tiiat  all  the  mianons  for 
which  these  utpropriations  were  asked,  were 
missions  already  in  existence,  and  not  now  for 
the  first  time  inserted  in  the  loll.  They  were 
all  for  appointments  which  had  been  reviseil 
and  approved  by  the  Senate.  Full  and  sotis- 
Cutory  explanations  respecting  them  had  beok 
now  Bubnitted  by  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Forei^  AflEUrs.  No  motion  had 
been  made  to  strike  out  «ther  of  tihem.  And 
as  the  bill  had  now  been  nearly  gone  through 
witii,  he  hoped  the  committee  would,  without 
del^,  proc^d  with  the  remaining  paragraphs, 
when  he  should  more,  in  the  House,  that  the 
bUl  and  amendments  be  printed  and.  laid  upon 
the  tables  of  members.  The  discussion  had 
been  a  very  proper  one,  but  he  trusted  it  was 
now  over,  and  that  the  bill  would  be  brought 
into  the  House  during  the  present  sitting.  He 
did  not  deny  the  right  of  the  House  to 
witiihold  the  appippriation  of  salaries  for 
foreign  ministers ;  Imt  it  certamly  re<}nired  ■ 
strong  case  to  justify  such  an  interposition  cS 
its  power. 

Mr.  Adams  said  that,  if  the  inquiry  he  had 
proposed  had  produced  no  other  effect  than  to 
obtun  the  explanations  now  submitted  by  the 
honorable  chMnnan  of  the  committee,  he 
diould  have  felt  himself  perfectly  justifiea  in 
having  propounded  it.  Those  explanations, 
lie  did  not  doubt,  had  been,  in  many  respects, 
entirely  satisfactory  to  the  committee.  They 
certainly  had  been,  to  a  great  extent,  satisfac- 
tory to  hims^.  His  ol^eot  bad  been  to 
oi^n  them,  because  they  were  explanations  ■ 
wfaioh  he  could  not  obt^n  in  any  ot^  way. 
I  never  intended,  s^d  Mr.  A.,  to  move  to 
strike  out  appropriations  in  those  cases  where 
the  missions  were  now  existing.  My  object 
was  in  respect  to  all  the  items^  save  that  for  a 
miauftt  to  Bnttus  Ayreo^  to  procare  eaoL.  btr 
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fonDation  as  might  Justify  the  committee  in 
retaining  them.  Bat  with  respect  to  Bnenos 
Ajrres,  I  ezpresalj  stated  that  I  ooiuidered  that 
as  a  special  case,  differing  eaaeatially  from  the 
rest  And  I  most  a&j,  that  the  explanations 
giren  hj  the  honorable  ch^rman  on  that  snb- 
Ject  have  not  been  satisfactory  to  me,  what- 
erer  they  may  have  been  to  the  oommittee; 
and  I  therefore  move  to  amend  Uie  bill  by 
striking  ont  botii  outfit  and  salary  of  a  ebarg6 
d'affaires  to  that  Govemment. 

I  stated  that  I  made  this  motion  on  partion- 
lar  gronnds.  But,  before  I  adTert  to  them,  I 
must  notice  <me  podtioD  taken  by  the  honor- 
able ehairman  at  the  commencement  of  hia 
speech,  which  was  a  oonflrmation  of  the 
principle  previously  advanced  by  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  (Mr. 
Polk,)  viz. :  that  the  bnrden  of  prool  in  ref- 
erraioe  to  an  appropriation  demanded  for  a 
foreign  mission,  rests  not  on  the  Executive 
who  asks  for  such  an  appropriation,  hot  on 
any  member  of  tiie  House  of  Representatives 
who  may  be  opposed  to  granting  the  money. 
Kaw,  sir,  I  protested  agimiat  this  assumption 
when  it  was  first  made  by  the  chairman  of  the 
Oommittee  of  yftja  and  Means,  and  I  am  not 
satisfied  with  it  as  reaffinned  and  now  ex* 
plained  by  the  chairman  of  the  Oommittee  on 
Foreign  BeUtions.  And  I  will  say  of  that 
gentieman,  as  he  was  pleased  to  say  of  myself 
respecting  another  matter,  that  he  was  the 
very  last  gentleman  in  this  House  from  whom 
I  should  have  expected  this  avowal  of  such  an 
opinion.  Why,  sir,  what  is  it  f  It  amounts  to 
nothing  short  of  this — ^that,  if  the  head  of  a 
Department  shall  come  and  ask  this  House  for 
money,  the  House  is  bound,  as  of  course,  to 
give  it  to  him,  or  to  show  that  he  does  not 
need  it  If  that  is  sufficient,  the  Departments 
can  get  what  money  they  please ;  for  a  member 
in  this  House  is  seldom  m  oiroumstanoes  which 
enable  Mm  to  prove  that  the  money  is  not 
required.  Nor  can  there  be  any  distinction 
between  the  Departments  In  this  respect  If 
one  has  it,  they  all  have.  It  is  very  true, 
that  it  is  a  part  of  the  Executive  duty,  by  and 
with  the  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint 
foreign  ministers,  and  that,  when  they  have 
been  so  appointed,  there  is  a  sort  of  obligation 
upon  this  House,  to  make  appropriations  to 
pay  them.  But,  on  that  subject,  I  have  before 
me  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
(whitdi  I  bad  intended  to  use  for  another  pur- 
pose) the  principle  of  which  applies  to  this  ease. 
Aa  ^tplioation  had  been  made  to  a  forma:  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  by  this  House,  to 
fiin^sh  the  documents  relating  to  an  important 
treaty  with  Great  Britiun,  commonly  known 
by  the  titie  of  "Jay's  treaty."  That  treaty 
had  been  made  in  due  form  by  the  President 
and  ratified  by  the  Senate,  and  it-  contuned 
a  provision  for  a  oertiun  disposal  of  money, 
which  called  for  the  action  of  tlie  House  of 
Represent^ves.  Every  one  knows  that  the 
treaty  was  the  snl^eot  of  more  contest  than 


almost  any  other  measure  in  the  histoiy  of  this 
Government  A  m^ority  of  the  House  dise»- 
proved  of  it,  and  they  called  upon  the  VnsL- 
dent  for  the  oorrespondenoe  and  othw  papers 
in  relation  fo  it.  President  Washington  de- 
clined oomplyiftg  with  that  call,  and  asugned 
fbr  reason  the  very  position  now  assumed 
hy  the  honorable  chairman,  that  the  treaty 
having  been  made,  the  House  was  boond  to 
appropriate  the  money,  or  to  show  that  the 
iqipropriation  would  be  improper. 

\E:ue  Mr.  Aumiim  interposed,  and  said  he 
had  advanced  no  snob  princ^.  What  he 
had  said  vas,  that  when  the  FreBldeot,  with 
ttie  consent  of  the  Bwate,  had  esbabluhed  a 
foreign  misnon,  the  House,  as  a  co-ordinate 
branch  of  the  Grovemment,  was  bound  to 
pronounce  that  it  had  been  rwhtiy  done,  unless 
very  strong  reasons  existed  to  wairant  an 
opposite  oonclunon,  and  was  not  bound  to 
wait  until  the  mission  was  proved  by  the 
Executive  to  be  a  fit  and  proper  one.] 

Exaotiy  so,  stud  Mr.  Adams  ;  it  comes  to  tbe 
same  princii^e  in  the  end.  The  material  pas- 
sages of  the  communication  from  PteBoent 
Washington  are  in  these  words : 

"  Having  been  a  member  of  the  general  conreD- 
tion,  and  Knowing  the  prinoqiles  on  irhich  the  cod- 
BtituUoD  was  formed,  I  bare  ever  eatertuned  but 
one  opinion  oo  the  subject ;  and  from  the  first  esUb- 
lishment  of  the  Government  to  this  moment,  mj 
conduct  baa  exemplified  that  oi^nion,  that  the  rower 
of  making  treaties  Is  exclusively  vested  in  tbe  FMsi- 
dent,  by  and  with  the  kdvioe  and  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate ;  pronded  two-thirds  of  the  Beoators  present  coa- 
cur;  and  that  every  treaty  so  made,  and  pr<»Dul- 
nted,  thencrforwatd  became  the  law  of  the  land. 
It  U  thus  that  the  treaty-makiDg  power  has  been 
understood  by  foreign  nattons ;  ud,  to  all  the  trea- 
ties made  with  them,  we  have  dcdared,  uid  they 
have  believed,  that,  when  ratified  by  tiie  Preddent, 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  they  be- 
came obligatory.  In  this  construction  of  the  conati- 
tution,  ererj  House  of  Representatives  has  hweto- 
fore  acquiesced ;  and  until  the  present  time  not  a 
doubt  or  sosidcion  has  ^>peai«d,  to  my  knowledge, 
that  tluB  constmctitm  was  not  the  true  one.  Nay, 
tbey  have  more  thsn  acqtdesced,  for  till  now,  with- 
out controverting  the  oUl^|atioa  of  Bucfa  treaties, 
they  have  made  all  the  requisite  pcovisioas  fbr  csny^ 
ing  them  into  eflbct 

"  As,  therefore,  it  is  peifeeUy  desr  to  taj  under- 
standing, that  ma  assent  of  oie  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatives  Is  not  necessary  to  the  validity  ot  a  treaty; 
as  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain  exhibita  In  ils^ 
the  ol^ects  requiring  l^lslative  provisioii,  and  on 
these  the  papers  called  for  can  throw  no  ligbt;  and 
as  it  is  essential  to  the  due  administration  <a  GOTcn- 
ment,  that  tbe  boundaries  fixed  by  the  omstttution 
between  tbe  different  department  should  be  pre- 
served, a  Just  r^atd  to  the  oonstitution  and  to  the 
duty  <^my  offioe,  under  all  the  drcumstaaoes  of  tida 
ease,  fori^  a  compliance  with  your  request" 

On  receiving  this  Message  from  the  Presi- 
dent, the  H<His6  took  it  into  consideration,  and 
came  to  theToUowing  resolutions : 

"  IsL  Rmhti,  That,  It  being  declared  by  the 
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aecond  sectioB  of  tbe  second  irtide  of  tbe  consdta- 
tion,  *  that  the  President  shall  hare  poirer,  bj  and 
with  the  adTice  and  consent  of  the  S^ude,  to  make 
treaties,  proTided  two-thjrda  of  the  Senators  present 
concur/  tbe  House  BepreaentatiTes  do  not  claim 
any  agetMSj  in  makhig  treatiea;  hut  that  vhui  a 
tm^  stipulates  Kgol^ODS  on  $xtj  <^  tbe  snhjects 
snlmutted  by  the  constitution  to  the  power  of  Con- 
gress, it  must  depend  for  its  execution,  as  to  auch 
stipnbtioDs,  on  a  law  or  laws  to  be  paceed  Con- 
gress;  and  it  ia  tiie  oonatitutional  rigfat  and  doty  of 
via  House  of  BepresentatiTes,  in  all  such  cases,  to 
deliberate  on  the  expedienc7  or  inexpediency'  of 
canning  sudi  treaty  mto  effect,  and  to  detennine 
and  ad  thereon  as,  in  tbar  judpnoat,  may  be  most 
ooDdvuHre  to  the  public  good. 

**2d.  JEefo/mJ,  That  it  is  not  neeesBsry  to  tbe  pro- 
priety of  any  application  from  this  House  to  tbe 
Executire  for  ii^onnation  desired  by  them,  and 
whidi  may  relate  to  any  constitutional  functions  of 
the  House,  that  tbe  putpoees  for  which  aucb  infor- 
mation maybe  wanted,  or  to  wUdi  the  same  mi^  be 
applied,  should  be  stated  hi  tbe  qijdicatioiL*' 

Here,  said  Hr.  A.,  the  Honse  proceeds  to 
deliberate  on  the  expedienoy  of  mtfilling  this 
treaty.  Bat  how  cotud  they  have  done  so  had 
they  been  foreclosed  by  the  act  of  the  Freudent 
and  Senate  9  or  if  the  bnrdeu  of  proof  vnti 
on  tlwiii,  and  not  on  the  Exeontivef  Their 
application  was  for  documents  which  were 
considered  as  the  evidence  of  tbepropriety  of 
the  pronsions  of  the  treaty.  Ihe  principle 
then  aaanmed  by  this  Honse  has  remained  as 
an  acknowledged  principle  of  its  action  ever 
Bince.  Even  in  respect  to  treaties,  which  are 
solemn  compacts  giving  rights  to  foreign 
powers,  the  House  has  always  insisted  on 
having  snbmitted  to  it  the  evidence  of  their 
expediency.  The  same  principle  applies  to 
^pointments — only  with  more  force;  for 
here  thnre  is  no  compact  with  a  foreign  pow- 
er, nor  any  vidation  of  fiUth,  if  tiie  i^point- 
ment  shall  not  be  provided  for.  The  mpropri- 
ation  called  for  may  be  refused,  and  no  in- 
jury ensne,  which  is  not  the  case  with 
treaties;  and  therefore  this  case  is  not  so  strong 
as  that  I  have  mentioned.  I  therefore  am  led  to 
hope  tiiat  the  honorable  chfurman  will  reverse 
his  opinion  snst^ning  the  position  taken  by 
tiie  ohurman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Heans,  that  the  hnrden  of  proof  lies  npon  a 
member  of  the  Honse  who  opposes  the  grant 
of  any  money  called  for  by  the  £zecntive 
department.  It  is  the  more  necessary  he 
ahonld  do  so,  as  he  knows  the  weight  attached 
to  his  opinion  by  this  committee.  In  my 
jndgmentf  no  more  dangerone  principle  can  be 
adTanoed,  and  none  more  threatening  to  tbe 
ri|^ts  of  the  people.  It  is  a  principle  I  never 
can  act  npon,  I  may  he  satisfied  by  evidence 
more  or  less  complete,  or  by  my  confidence  in 
an  executive  ofScer,  bnt  I  must  call  for  evi- 
dence of  some  kind ;  nor  can  I  permit  myself  to 
be  told  that,  if  I  object  to  a  ^nat  of  money,  it  is 
my  business  to  show  that  it  is  not  needed  hj 
mo  QoTemment. 

With  regard  to  a  great  part  <tf  fliese  miff- 
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eions,  the  information  afforded  by  tho  honor- 
able chairman  is  entirely  satisfactory ;  partic- 
ularly that  in  reference  to  Bel^nm.  With 
regard,  however,  to  Boma  of  the  Sonth  Amer- 
ican Governments,  the  iDformation  is  not  al- 
to^ther  satisfactory.  Still,  however,  I  do  not 
think  it  wonld  be  proper  to  strike  ont  any 
of  the  items  which  are  designed  for  missions 
where  our  minister  is  now  at  his  post.  Bnt  I 
desire  tiiat  when  we  shall  come  here,  at  the 
next  session  of  Congress,  the  chfurman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  or  whoever 
shall,  in  his  place,  transact  budoesB  with  the 
Execntive  department,  will  remember  this  de- 
bate; and  that  this  Honse  win  adhere  to  its  right 
to  demand  information  whenever  it  is  called 
npon  to  vote  money  for  the  use  of  Government. 

As  to  the  appropriation  of  $4,600  which  the 
honorable  gentleman  so  often  repeated,  it  is 
lees  than  the  dnst  of  the  b^ance  to  me  in  this 
matter.  I  never  have  risen,  and  never  shall, 
in  this  HonsBj  on  a  mere  question  of  money. 
It  is  the  principle  I  regard. 

Nor  do  I  sabsoribe  to  another  principle 
advanced  by  the  honorable  chairman,  and  on 
which  his  juBtification  of  most  of  these  mis- 
dcns  mainly  rests,  viz. :  that  beoaose  onr  dt- 
izeoa  have  commerce  with  these  QoTCTmoenta, 
therefore  we  are  bound  to  keep  np  dipltnnatio 
relations  with  them.  Have  we  no  commercial 
relations  with  theidand  of  Cuba?  Onr  com- 
merce with  that  single  island  is  eqnal  to  what 
we  have  with  all  seven  of  these  South  Amer- 
ican republics. 

[Mr.  AsoHKB  here  observed  that  we  had  a 
minister  to  the  Spanish  Government.] 

True,  sir;  bnt  we  have  at  the  Havana 
nothing  more  than  a  mere  consular  agent; 
and  the  presence  of  sach  an  agent  is  found  to 
be  anffident.  He  has  no  outfit;  he  has  no 
allowanoe  for  goings  and  condngs ;  he  does  all 
tiie  biusness,  and  is  glad  to  get  ms  $3,000;  and 
that  is  the  sort  of  representative  we  on^^t  to 
have  had  with  all  these  Governments,  save  that 
of  Mexico.  The  mission  to  Mexico,  I  have 
already  intimated,  is,  in  my  judgment,  proper 
and  necessary,  and  the  information  on  that 
subject  is  to  me  entirely  satisfactory.  Bnt 
when  the  honorable  gentleman  says  that, 
because  we  have  commerce  with  a  foreign 
nation,  we  must  therefore  have  a  minister 
there  as  a  matter  of  course,  he  introduces  a 
totally  new  principle.  We  have  always  had 
two  sets  of  relations  with  foreign  nations,  viz. : 
oommerdal  and  diplconatio;  and  it  nevor  has 
been  assomed  before,  that,  because  we  have 
the  one,  we  must  therefore  have  tbe  other. 

The  ^ntieman's  ai^iment  proves  too  mueh. 
Accorduu  to  the  principle  he  lays  down,  we 
ought  to  have  for  this  same  republic  of  Colom- 
bia three  ministers  instead  of  one.  When  an 
appropriation  was  asked  on  a  former  occasion,  I 
remember  putting  to  the  same  honorable  gen- 
tieman,  then  holding  the  same  station  which 
he  now  oooupies,  where  the  repnblio  of  Colom- 
bia waal  ana  I  tUnk  I  never  saw  any  peratm 
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in  my  life  more  perplexed  to .  answer  an 
ordinary  inquiry.  The  gentleman  went  for 
infonnmon  to  the  Department  of  State ;  and 
tliey  oonld  give  him  no  information.  All 
knev  where  it  had  heen,  hut  where  it  then 
was  nobody  coald  divine.  A  very  intelligent 
gentleman  from  Louisiana,  now  no  longer  a 
member  of  the  Honse,  afterwards  congratulated 
my  friend   on  his  dificoTeriea  in  physical 

gDOgre^hy.  It  is  no  longer  a  qnestioa  now,  for 
le  gentleman  has  given  ns  a  very  fnll  state- 
ment of  its  extent  and  all  its  ports.  Bnt  it  is 
not  in  this  bilL  There  is  pronuon  hern  fiw 
a  minister  to  cme  at  the  Ovrermnenta  Into 
wbi<A  it  has  melted.  W«  have  an  item  for  a 
oharg6  to  New  Granada;  and  the  gentleman 
has  told  ns  of  two  other  GoTommyenta,  one  of 
VeiUEnela  and  the  other  of  Ecnador.  There 
was  great  diffionlty,  at  the  time  I  referred  to^ 
about  the  porta  and  harbors  in  this  repablio  of 
Oolombia.  I  told  the  gentleman  that  he  seemed 
to  be  like  the  king  of  Bohemia,  who  had  no 
seaports  in  his  domini<Hie.  The  >  gentleman 
was  completely  a  loss :  he  told  ns  that  it 
was  absolutely  necessary  there  should  be  an 
approprislaott  f<v  a  minister  to  the  republic  of 
Oolombia:  bnt  the  diffionlty  waa  to  say  whwe 
that  repnbUo  was  to  be  fi^oid.  For  nqrsel^  I 
did  not  pretend  to  be  prepared  to  aot,  or  to 
know  any  Hdag  abont  uie  matter.  There 
hqipened  to  be  presei^  at  the  tame,  two  very 
intelligent  French  gentlemen,  oommisrioned 
by  their  own  Government  to  travel  throngb 
the  United  States,  and  collect  information  on 
the  subject  of  our  penitentiary  dtaoipUne.  One 
of  them  was  afterwards  in  company  with  me, 
and,  referring  to  the  soenCf  aw  . be  had  never 
been  so  highly  entertained. 

It  amused  him  exceedingly  to  .hear  a  member 
of  a  legidative  assembly  rise  and  ask  where 
the  rennblio  of  Odombia  was!  The 
onltr,  .nowever,  Is  now  over.  -  do  know 
whwe  this  lost  repnblio  is;  or  rather,  where 
it  waa.  Stall  I  in^t  that  t^ie  prinapte  assumed 
by  my  ftiend  proves  too  much,  and  thereby 
runs  a  great  risk  of  not  proving  enough. 
According  to  his  doctrine,  we  ought  to  have 
a  minister  in  Anstria ;  another  in  Venezuela ; 
another  in  Ecnador;  nay,  sir,  I  should  not 
despair,  if  he  will  allow  me  the  help  of  any 
ordmary  book  of  gec^nmhy,  to  show  him  th^ 
we  ought  to  have  six  thousand  ministers,  at 
the  very  least — a  diplomatic  body  equal  in 
nnmber  to  oar  army.  If  we  have  not 
political  relations  wit^  all  these  places,  we 
nave,  at  least,  commercial  interest  sufficient, 
according  to  him,  to  justify,  at  any  rate,  thf 
employment  of  charges  des  affiures.  Among 
others  there  is  onr  sister  republio  of  Hayti ; 
Bhe  has  manifested  as  strong  dedre  to  hold 
commercial  relations  with  ns  as  any  Govern- 
ment on  earth.  Hitherto,  indeed,  we  have 
always  said  "Hands  off  I  WedonHlike  yonr 
color."  We  have  had  no  better  reason; 
for  we  certainly  have  a  very  valuable  com- 
meroe  with  HayU ;  and  onr  <atizuu  have  had 
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claims  there.  And  AirOm*:  I  can  tell  the 
gentiunaa,  we  have  had  agents  tbero  to 
present  and  prosecute  those  claims,  bnt 
the  answer  they  got  was,  "  i^st  acknowledge 
onr  Govemment,  and  then  we  will  tslk  with 
you  about  claims,"  Bnt  we  have  preferred 
sacrificing  onr  claims  to  reco^iiang  their 
existence  as  a  sover^gn  State.  It  is  a  policy 
I  have  always  approved ;  and  I  only  refer  to 
it  now  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  onr 
having  large  cUuma,  and  a  valuable  commerce 
with  a  foreign  country,  forms  no  valid  reason 
why  we  mnat  send  a  minister  tiierei  A  vdl- 
qniUfied  oommerdal  agent  wonld  exert  much 
more  power  in  the  Governments  to  which  he 
had  refemd,  tlum  any  diplomatic  represent* 
ative  yon  can  send,  be  Ms  rank  what  it  may. 
The  dtiairman  of  the  Oommittee  on  Foreign 
Affairs  thinks  the  services  of  a  diolomatic 
agent  necessary  to  notify,  with  due  Bolemntty, 
to  any  refradnry  foreign  Government,  the 
existence  near  at  hand  of  negotiatora  in  the 
shape  of  men-of-war.  For  my  own  part,  I 
must  confess  that  I  retain  some  little  regurd 
for  the  constitution,  and  that  I  should  prefer  a 
resort  to  it  to  employing  the  guns  of  a  fUgate; 
as  I  i^prehend  the  latter  not  to  be  the  beat  of 
all  means  to  get  the  allowance  of  private 
daima.  To  propose  sndi  a  reliance  was 
what  I  had  not  expected  from  the  honorable 
chairman.  I  know  the  time  when  my  friend 
was  np  in  arms  at  the  very  idea  of  a  I^'esident 
of  the  United  States  being  at  war  with  a 
foreign  power  without  the  previous  action  of 
Oon^'ess. 

[Mr.  Aboheb  here  interposed  to  say  that  he 
diould  be  still.] 

I  have  no  doubt  of  it  But,  then,  what 
becomes  of  his  argument  t  He  would  have  a 
minister  at  these  Govemmente  to  say  there 
is  a  seventy-four,  or  a  thirty-eix  gnn  Mgate." 
WelL  sir,  what  thent  Why.  they  are  not 
terrified  by  such  an  annundation,  he  would 
batter  down  their  towns  about  their  ears.  Sir, 
is  that  war?  oris  it  peacet  He  is  for  going 
against  the  law  of  nations.  He  is  for  having 
peace  or  war  according  as  the  state  'of  our 
commercial  relations  for  the  time  being  may, 
in  the  opinion  of  our  minister,  require.  Tsay 
that  I  do  not  like  this  riusing  of  our  crest  on 
every  question  of  commerce  that  may  chance 
to  arise,  and  telling  the  Go  vernment  of  another 
country  tha^  nnless  it  is  settled  according  to_ 
our  Tiews,  we  shall  batter  Hbair  towns  vbmA 
their  ears. 

And  now  I  come  to  what  was  the  prindpal 
object  of  my  motion.  I  have  sud  that  va 
explanation  ^ven  by  the  honorable  cbdnnan 
of  the  Committee  on  F<nreign  Belations,  wit^ 
respect  to  Bnenos  Ayres,  was  not  satisfactory 
to  my  mind.  And,  in  explanation  of  my  views 
on  tiiat  Bubject,  I  will  ask  the  attentidn  of 
the  committee  to  a  tew  other  fkcta  in  relation 
to  it. 

Let  me  first  refer  them  to  the  Message  <^ 
the  PKudent  of  the  United  States  to  OoDgreaa, 
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mi  the  6ih.  of  December,  1881,  at  the  com- 
menoement  of  the  flnt  learirai  of  the  last  Ccm- 
pen: 

the  coone  the  present  jeer,  one  of  oar 
TCflwla  engaged  In  the  pnnuit  of  a  trade  which  we 
have  alwajB  enjojed  without  molestation,  has  been 
cApbired  a  band  acting,  as  they  pretend,  onder 
ihe  antboiity  of  the  GoTetnment  of  Buenos  Ayres. 
I  ham  therefore  g^Ten  ordets  for  the  despatch  of  an 
aimed  resKl,  to  Join  ear  sqaadim  in  those  seas,  and 
M  in  iflbrffing  iH  hwM  prateetioD  to  oar  tttde 
vUeh  dull  be  neeenay;  and  shall,  irithoot  delay, : 
■nd  a  nrfniiter  to'inqidre  into  the  nature  of  the  cir- ' 
coDstaneee,  and  also  of  the  daim,  if  any,  that  ia  set 
np    that  Ooremment  to  those  idands." 

This  expression,  "I  shallj  witfaoiit  delay, 
send  a  minister,"  puts  me  m  mind  of  vhat 
was  once  said  by  uie  predecessor  of  the  pres- 
ent Preffldent— that  he  shoold  send  a  minister 
to  a  certain  Otmgreas.  When  saoh  language 
was  need  by  that  indiridnal,  it  took  both 
Hooks  of  OongreBS  months  to  decide  whether 
he  had  Tiolatedthe  constitution  or  not.  Bnt  we 
make  nothing  of  these  things  now.  It  is  not 
within  my  reoolleotiou  wheuier  Congress  gave 
tlie  President  the  fitrce  he  asked  for,  or  not 
There  was,  at  any  rate,  alwm  foroe  eaongb 
left.  Boon  after,  a  charg6  d'afiUres  went  to 
Bnenos  Ayres  to  settle  onr  cUfllvences  with 
that  GoTMnment.  He  rem^ied  abont  the 
aTerage  time  of  onr  ministers  continuing 
abroad-^bout  Ax  weeks ;  and  he  then  eame  to 
what  is  conndered  a  mptnre  between  nations ; 
that  is,  he  denumded  his  passports  and  came 
home.  We  had,  at  that  time,  a  consul  there, 
who  bad  had  a  rolominons  correspondence  with 
^e  Buenos  Ayrean  Govemmrat,  which  was: 
continued  by  Mr.  Baylies.  That  correspond- 
ence— hare  it  here  in  the  Spanish  langnage 
— ^was  published  by  the  Boenoa  Ayrean  6ot- 
emment  as  a  maiufesto  to  t3ie  world  against 
the  honor  of  the  United  States.  I  do  not 
blame  our  charg6  d*afiidres :  I  trust  be  did  no 
more  than  what  was  called  for  to  mainbun  the 
honor  of  his  country ;  and  that  he  had  ^ood 
reasons  for  demanding,  as  he  did,  his  pasaporta 
and  leaving  that  Ooort.  What  I  want  u  tiie 
'  certain  knowledge  that  It  is  so.  I  want  a  com- 
munication from  the  Executive,  explaining  to  us 
how  the  matter  stands.  That  is  the  real 
ground  of  my  motion.  I  think  that  this  infor- 
mation has  been  improperly  withheld;  for  it 
is  now  a  year  and  a  half  since  our  nunister 
retomed.  If  the  information  is  correct  that 
he  was  in  personal  danger  at  that  Court— as 
onr  consal  oertainly  was  In  danger  of  his  lift, 
both  from  popolu  exasperation  and  from  a 
capital  offmoe  diarged  upon  lum,  as  this  pam- 
phlet shows — we  ought  to  know  it 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  a  resolution 
was  adopted  by  this  House,  at  mj  motion,  in 
the  fbUowing  words : 

"Setoivid,  That  the  Frendrat  be  requested  to 
coDimimicate  to  this  House,  so  far  as,  in  Ms  opini(»i, 
may  oomport  with  the  publio  interest,  the  oorre- 
ipoidenoB  between  the  Gorenuttent  ef  the  tTidted 
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States  and  that  of  the  republic  of  Buenos  Ayrea^ 
whidi  has  resulted  in  the  departure  of  the  durg4 
d'atbirea  of  the  United  Btatea  from  that  repawn 
together  with  the  histniotlons  g^nn  to  the  am 
chaif[i  d'aflhircH." 

(For  at  that  time  it  was  possible  to  get 
through  thb  House  a  call  upon  the  Executive 
fbr  imonuation.  It  has  be<ai  with  deep  regret 
I  have  found  that  it  is  very  different  now.  I 
have  been  able,  daring  this  whole  session,  to  get 
bnt  we  sadi  resolution  throu^)  And  what 
wastheaoswerf  It  wasin  tluae  words: 

''WAamsoHW,  Jkember  S8, 18SS. 
"7t>  the  Eotue  vf  Ji«pntmtativet : 

"I  have  tadcen  into  conrideration  the  resolution 
of  the  House  reqinsting  me  to  oommonlcate  to  it, 
BO  far  as  in  my  opbion  nay  be  consistent  with  the 
pnblie  interest, '  the  ooirespoDdence  between  the  Gov- 
emment  of  the  United  States  and  that  of  the  repub- 
lic of  Boenos  Ama^  irideh  has  nseltsd  bi  the  de- 
partDM  of  the  ^Hgi  dUUres  (tf  the  United  States 
from  that  republic,  together  irith  the  instmctions 
given  to  the  said  chai^6  d'ai&ires; '  and,  in  answer 
to  the  aaM  request,  state,  for  the  Informadon  of  the 
House,  that  although  the  cb«rg4  d'aflaires  of  the 
United  States  had  finmd  it  neosssary  to  retakn,  yet 
the  ncgotiati<»s  between  tiie  two  cotmtriea,  for  the 
arrangement  of  tiie  diArences  between  tusD,  sia 
not  cniddered  as  broken  off,  but  are  snqModed  only 
nntil  the  arrival  of  a  minister,  -who.  It  Is  crfBdaHy 
announced,  will  be  sent  to  this  country  with  poweis 
to  treat  on  the  sul^ect. 

The  bet,  it  is  bdievsd,  will  jostify  the  c^on  I 
hare  Ibime^  tbat  it  will  not  be  eansistent  with  the 
pnbHo  intoest  to  eonunonlcate  the  oorrespondenoe 
and  instavollaia  teqnested  by  the  Honse,  so  long  as 
the  negotiation  shall  be  pendiog. 

"  ANDREW  JACKSON." 

It  is  now  nearly  eighteen  months  ranoe,  and 
the  President  has  not  merely  refrained  from 
communicating  infonnation  aa  to  tiie  state  of 
oar  afEidni  with  a  nation  with  whom  we  are 
at  tiie  pdnt  at  war,  bnt  he  has  (^ven  ns^ 
when  asked  for  it,  a  full  and  flat  refiisal. 
What  has  been  the  foundation  of  such  a 
procedure?  It  is  what  the  honorable  ohtnr- 
man  has  now  told  us,  that  a  minister  was 
expected  from  that  power.  But  no  minister 
has  been  sent.  The  matter  remuns  to  this 
day  just  as  it  stood  then ;  and  now  we  are 
called  upon  to  make  appropriation  for  the 
salary  of  a  minister  to  that  very  Court.  It 
was  a  transaction,  the  nature  of  which  ought 
to  have  been  commtmicated  to  the  House  at 
that  time.  It  waa  material  that  this  Honse 
afaoold  know  that  the  nation  waa  nearly  in  a 
state  of  war.  Onr  minister  had  demanded  his 
passports ;  th^  were  granted,  he  came  home, 
and  the  whole  controversy  was  published  by 
that  Government  in  this  pamphlet  I  cannot 
hot  observe  that,  if  this  is  to  be  cited  as  an 
example  of  the  mumer  in  which  the  Executive 
treats  this  House,  it  wUl  conduce  Imt  littie  to 
the  preservation  of  harmony  snd  mutual 
respect  between  co-ordinate  branches  of  the 
GoTwrnnent. 
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I  do  aT«r  that  there  is,  in  this  pamphlet, 
matter  vhicb  ought  to  have  been  commnid- 
cated  to  Oongresfl.  The  honorable  cib^rman 
sajs  he  -wonid  not  be  fhe  first  to  advance, 
after  aach  a  state  of  things  had  oconrred.  Bat 
irhat  is  the  state  of  the  case  f  A  minister  was 
expected  eighteen  months  ago,  and  the  same 
state  of  things  continaes  stiU.  For  what  are 
we  asked  for  a  minister's  salary  t  Is  he  to  go 
to  the  Court  of  Buenos  Ajres,  and  ask  pardon 
in  our  name  for  what  our  minister  has  done  f 

I  say,  agiun,  that  there  is  high  matter  in  this 
netfotiatiOD.  There  are  principles  here  Teiy 
elaoorately  discussed,  and  an  am>eal  apou  them 
is  made  to  the  whole  world.  On  what  ground 
is  it  that  we  are  asked  to  send  a  minister  to 
the  very  OoTenmient  whioh  is  thus  aooonng 
us  before  the  whole  civilized  world  f  Bat  n 
is  late :  and  as  I  have  said  most  of  what  I  was 
de«rou8  of  saying  to  tbe  committee,  I  will  not 
longer  intrude  upon  their  time.  "With  respect 
to  the  enlanations  gjren  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  in  reladon  to  the  odier  powers^  I  am 
satisfied ;  but  in  relaUon  to  Bnenoi  Ayres,  I 
am  not 

Kr.  WxTNE  ssid  that  the  impatience  of  the 
committee,  at  hearing  a  speech  at  so  late  a 
period  of  the  day,  admonished  him  of  the 
propriety  of  permittii^  the  question  to  he 
taken.  But  the  earnest  manner  in  which  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Adams) 
had  urged  his  olfJeotioDa,  induced  him  to  aub- 
mit  one  or  two  obserrations  in  reply  to  his 
views  upon  the  power  of  the  House  to  examine 
into  the  necessity  and  propriety  of  foreign 
missioni  wUoh  had  been  estabUahed  in  the 
usual  form.  In  the  cases  put  by  the  genUe- 
man,  he  bdieved  that  there  was  no  member  of 
tiie  House  who  doubted  the  right  of  the  House 
to  interpose  their  opinions.  But  .ft  broad 
disdnction  existed  between  those  cases  and 
the  present :  here  was  a  mission  establislied  and 
recognized  year  after  year  by  the  House.  In 
these  oases,  nothing  of  tbe  kind  existed.  The 
principle  of  the  resolution  introduced  by  the 
gentlonan  from  Tennessee  Qlr,  Pole)  upon 
the  first  of  April,  1836,  rdative  to  the  Panama 
miarioUf  which  have  been  alluded  to,  could 
not  be  extended  to  the  present  case.  The 
object  of  that  mtaaion  was  not  the  usual  diplo- 
matio  intercourse  recognized  by  the  laws  of 
nations.  It  was  there  proposed  to  send  minis- 
ters to  a  congress  o{  nations ;  here  it  is  menij 
proposed  to  oontinue  a  mWon  long  since 
established. 

Ur.  W.  replied  to  the  other  positions  t^en 
by  Ur.  Adams,  with  much  force.  The  question 
was  taken,  and  the  motion  to  strike  out  negar 
tired— ayes  19,  noes  102. 

The  item  providing  outfits  fbr  a  minister  to 
Bussia,  and  a  ohargi  to  Buenos  Ayres,  having 
been  read — 

Mr.  Abohbb  moved  to  amend  the  clause  by 
inserting  ontfiU  for  ohargis  dea  afUres  to  OhUi 
andBnudl;  which  ww  agreed  tow 
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'WuantsDjLT,  }£mj  7. 
Cbtnw  on  .FVwMtf. 
The  engrossed  Inll  to  extend  die  time  to 
carry  into  efifoct  tibe  oonvention  with  I^anoe^ 
being  on  its  final  passage, 

Ur.  WiuuMS  said  he  had  no  doubt  but  the 
commissioners  had  faithfully  discharged  their 
dafy,  80  far  as  lay  in  their  power.  But  it 
seemed  there  was  a  difficulty  for  want  of  evi- 
dence, which  the  French  Government  had  re- 
fused to  furnish.  The  gentieman  from  Viif^a 
^fr.  Asoheb)  intimates  that  it  was  no  part  of 
the  duty  of  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  to  famish 
this  evidence.  This  was  true ;  but  how  was 
the  oUigation  on  tbe  part  of  the  Execative 
Government  of  "FtanM  i 

Mr.  Abohib  sidd  he  was  not  aware  that 
any  obstacle  had  been  interposed  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  France  to  the  procuring  of  evi- 
dence. A  question  had  been  raised  whether 
the  Treack  Government,  or  our  own,  should 
bear  the  expense  of  transcribing  the  archie 
necessary,  but  nothing  prevented  individuals 
from  obtaining  evid«ice  but  the  expense. 

Ur.  WiLUAUB :  If  the  Government  of  France 
was  not  to  blame,  the  iutUvidnal  claimants 
were,  for  the  delay  in  not  furnishing  evidence. 
The  question  before  tbe  House  was,  whether 
the  time  should  be  prolonged  by  the  bill  nx 
months  or  twelve  months.  His  ol^eet  was 
not  to  hiterpose  any  delay,  but  to  oany  the 
whole  subject  fnrward  to  the  next  sesinon  of 
Congress,  when  the  facta  will  have  been  fiilly 
ascertained.  Where  the  Uame  fbr  delaj  be- 
longs, can  then  be  known. 

Ur.  KxxD  said  that,  in  the  law  under  which 
these  oommisKoners  were  ^pointed  as  it  was 
originally  reported,  the  time  was  fixed  at  three 
years.  At  the  solicitation  of  the  claimants,  it 
was  reduced  to  two  years.  They  had  always 
been  anxious  to  avoid  delay.  The  truth  was, 
there  was  no  blame  anywhere.  It  was  impos- 
sible  to  tell  until  tiie  cases  were  stated  together, 
what  evidence  would  be  necessary.  Sometimes 
there  were  a  dozen  or  twenty  separate  claims 
arising  oat  of  difibrent  shipmoits  by  the  same 
vessel.  Each  of  these  daimants  ooud  not  as> 
certain  beforehand  whether  the  proof  of  con- 
demnation was  sufficient. 

The  question,  on  the  motion  of  Ur.  Wiuuahs 
to  recommit  the  bill,  was  negatived. 
The  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate. 


Fbidat,  Uay  Sa 

Sedgnation  Iff  tiu  Speaker, 

After  the  reading  of  the  Joomal— • 
Mr.  Bpeakm  SravKinoir  rose  and  infonned 
the  House  that  he  had  taken  the  chdr  this 
morning,  thoiwh  still  laboring  under  severe  and 
continued  iDdUposition,  for  the  purpose  of 
opening  the  House,  and  preventing  any  delay 
in  its  bosinesB  \  and  likewise  for  the  puipose  of 
announcing  hia  determination  of  reoguing  the 
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Speaker's  Cliair  and  his  seat  in  Congress.  This 
be  proposed  doiog  on  Hondhj  next  at  11 
o'clot^.  He  had  formed  this  resolation  under 
a  deep  sense  of  duty,  and  because  his  state  of 
health  rendered  it  impossible  for  him  (as  most 
be  uiparent  to  ^e  Honse)  to  discharge  bi  pwson 
the  laborioas  daties  of  tbe  Chair ;  and  he  bad 
therefore  deemed  it  reapectftil  nid  prc^w  to 
give  tiiis  early  notice  erf  bla  intention  to  reUie. 


UoHDAT,  Jnne  2. 

As  soon  as  the  Journal  was  read— 
The  Spukkb  rose  and  addressed  the  House 
as  foUowB ; 

Gentlemen :  I  ham  attended  in  penon  to-day  for 
the  purpose  of  rerfgnii^,  is  I  now  do,  the  office  of 
Speuer  of  tins  House,  with  whit-h  I  hare  been  hon- 
ored for  the  bat  seven  years,  and  at  umouncmg  to 
you  the  fact,  that  I  have  Hob  day  communicated  to 
the  EzecnUTe  of  Ybvinia  my  resignation  as  one  of 
the  representatiTea  firom  that  State  in  the  present 
CongreK.  The  dIsscdotiotL  petfa^ia  fbrerer,  of  the 
Intimate  associations  that  tmn  existed  so  king  be- 
tween na,  is  calculated  to  ezdte  senttments  of  a 
painfhl  character.  I  feel  it  myadf  deeply  and  onof- 
fectedly ;  and,  in  quitting  a  station  in  itself  so  hon- 
orable, one  BO  repeatedly  conferred,  and  in  a  manner 
90  flattering;  a  station  endeared  to  me  by  so  many 
oonuderations  of  a  printe  and  a  public  nature;  I 
hope  I  may  be  pardoned  b  availing  mysdf  of  vbia 
fit  occasion  of  taking  my  leave  of  it  and  of  yon  in 
person ;  of  oflfaring  you  my  cordial  and  best  wishes 
for  yoor  iodiTidnS  prosperity  and  happiness,  and 
expresmng  pnbUcly,  and  for  the  last  time,  my  grate- 
fiol  a^nowledgmente  for  the  kindness  and  confidence 
by  which  I  hare  been  bo  lu^;  distinguished  and  hon- 
ored. Few,  probaUy,  that  bare  erar  filled  (Us  diur, 
hare  ei^<9ed  more  of  this  kindness  and  faror  than 
myself;  none  hare  received,  or  will  chcriah  It  with 
feelings  of  warmer  and  more  devoted  gratitude,  Hy 
obligwons,  gentlemen,  are,  indeed,  deep  to  this 
House,  and  go  where  I  may,  or  in  whatever  ntoation 
I  may  be  placed,  I  shall  continue,  to  the  last  hour 
of  my  life,  to  preserve  and  dieriah  those  sentiments 
of  profound  respect  and  aflbetfomto' gratitude  which 
your  loi^;<ontinned  and  andum^ng  kindness  have 
so  deeply  impressed  upon  my  hewt,  and  which  never 
can  be  impwred. 

The  duty  of  presiding  over  a  great  deliberative 
assembly  like  this  Is  no  easy  task.  The  high  and 
distingniAed  diatacter  of  sudi  a  trust,  and  its  ardu- 
ooa  and  important  ftmotkns,  cannot  £dl  to  inspire 
any  Ineombent  witii  a  Just  distmst  of  Us  own  aUli- 
ties  and  qualifications,  whatever  they  may  be.  Hy 
administration  of  its  duties  for  seven  years,  has  not 
only  taught  me  to  know  and  feel  this,  but  likewiseto 
know  bow  difficult,  nay,  imposdble,  it  is  for  any  man 
to  free  himself  fnnn  error  or  censure  in  this  dudr, 
or  ^ve  unqualified  satisfaction.  Ja  tfanee  of  pro- 
found tranquillity  and  repose,  with  united  and  bar- 
monious  councils,  this  has  rarely,  if  ever,  been  done ; 
amid  the  strife  and  storms  of  political  and  party  ex- 
dtements,  it  would  be  vain  and  hopeless  to  expect 
it  Ify  period  of  service  has,  moreover,  gentionen, 
as  many  of  you  know,  been  distinguiahed  by  events 
especially  calculated  to  render  this  staUm  one  ti 
more  than  wOnary  ddioacy  and  embarrassment,  as 
veU  as  of  inoreaaed  reqionnUUty  and  labor.  How 


assiduously  I  have  struggled  to  discharge  the  duties 
of  ttua  dulr,  in  a  manner  worthy  of  it,  and  of  my- 
self; with  what  nncere  zeal  I  have  devoted  my  time 
and  my  talents,  and  even  my  health,  to  your  service, 
I  leave  for  otbetfl  to  dedde;  but  tms  I  hope  I  may 
be  pardoned  for  saying,  In  justice  and  fairness  to 
myself,  and  under  a  deep  conviction  of  its  truth, 
that  I  have  endeavored  to  discharge  my  duty,  not 
only  with  temper,  justice,  and  moderation,  but  witii  a 
just  regard  for  your  individual  nriits  and  fedinge^ 
the  chwaeter  and  dignity  of  this  Hoose,  and  my  own 
honor.  TUs  waa  all  that  I  (Romised  men  I  oame  to 
this  diair,  and  tide  I  have  endeavored  to  do;  with 
what  Bucceas  I  leave  to  yon  and  to  my  oom^  to 
determine. 

I  am  very  sensible,  gentiemen,  that.  In  sudi  a  long 
course  of  public  service,  and  In  an  independent  dis- 
tbatgB  of  the  arduons  and  multi&rious  duttes  of 
this  diair,  regardless  of  whom  it  mi^  please  or 
displease,  my  conduct  may  sometimes  have  been 
thought  too  harsh  and  rigorous ;  and  I  may  often, 
unintentionally,  have  wounded  the  feelmga  of  indi- 
vidual members  upon  this  floor,  and  incnrred  their 
censure  and  di8[deasure.  Under  such  drcomstances^ 
and  wbOe  man  continuee  what  be  1^  we  know  that 
personal  resentments  are  too  apt  to  be  indulged  and 
to  remain,  and  often  pethaps  difficult  to  be  extin- 
guished, even  in  the  noblt^  minds ;  but  revenge 
will  not  harbor  there — bigher  principles  than  resent- 
ment, and  better  prindples  than  revenge,  irill  ani- 
mate men  whose  tbons^  and  hearts  are  liberal  and 
enlarged,  eqtedally  where  there  is  Ugh  intellectual 
atnlity  and  moral  int^rity.  If,  then,  under  the  in- 
fluence of  momentary  exdtement  and  panion,  if  in 
the  eagerness  of  controveny  or  the  commotion  of 
debate,  any  thing  unkind  or  harsh  diould  have  been 
said  or  done,  duer  on  my  part  or  on  yours,  let  na,  I 
p»y  you,  f<»give  and  foiget  It,  and  let  us  separate  In 
the  spirit  of  peace  and  good  will.  Let  not  this  mo- 
ment of  our  final  separation  be  poisoned  or  embit- 
tered by  feelings  of  penonal  resentment  or  political 
hostility.  Let  tiie  spirit  of  peace  and  duuity  shed 
its  holy  cahn  around  us,  refrahing  alike  to  the  afiec- 
tions  and  the  intellect,  and  let  us  blot  from  our 
minds  and  hearts  every  feeling  of  personal  or  party 
resentment,  and  separate  like  brethren  of  one  house- 
hcHi,  and  as  the  representatives  a  ftee  and  virtn- 
oos  pe<^>le.  X  have  myadf  no  iqfuriea  to  contain 
oCf  md  no  memovy  for  tbem  If  I  had:  Icame  nere 
to  grati^  no  private  fHendships,  to  indulge  in  no 
perMiul  hostility ;  and  all  that  I  have  now  to  of 
you  is  to  do  justice  to  the  motives  which  have  gov* 
emed  me,  and,  when  I  am  gone,  to  protect  my  Soit- 
acter  as  the  predding  officer  of  this  House,  whidi 
may  now  be  r^arded,  in  some  measure,  as  the  prop- 
erty of  my  country,  from  all  ui^ust  Mid  nnwortiiy 
Imputations.  To  tiiose  who  have  known  me  longest 
and  have  known  me  best,  to  the  liberal  and  just  of 
all  parties,  and  on  all  ddes  of  tins  House,  this  tp- 
peal,  I  Satter  myself,  irill  not  be  made  In  vain. 

One  word  more,  and  I  have  done.  Although  1 
am  abont  to  leave  you,  gentlemen,  I  shall  never 
oease  to  r^ard  tUa  House,  and  every  thing  con* 
nected  with  It,  with  feeUngs  of  the  deepest  solid- 
tude  and  alfoction.  I  need  not  remind  you  of  tiie 
diaracter  and  statiw  which  this  House  holds  In  the 
eyes  of  tiie  American  peoi^e.  They  justiy  regard  it 
aa  the  sanctuary  of  liberty,  and  law,  and  order;  and 
justly  repose  on  it  wltii  nnlfaidtea  cmifid«ioe  and 
afllKtien.  In  Its  dellbeiatlou  and  prooeedtaigs  is 
MoentfaHy  InTotred  the  aeoority  of  our  firee  Inatiti^ 
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tkuML  How  mvdi,  g«iitlemen,  will  depend  upoa  the 
BuuuMr  in-iriiieli  its  high  duties  shall  be  performed. 
Vvc  is  it  neMlfiil,  I  am  sure,  that  I  ahoald  admonidi 
you  that  jou  are  the  representativea  of  our  whole 
ooantry,  and  not  of  a  part ;  ibatt  our  oonfedentitMi 
can  only  exist  and  prosper  under  the  influence  of  a 
wise,  equal,  and  just  system  of  legialatiaii ;  by  tiie 
tiee  of  oonunmi  interest  and  biotberty  sfitetim;  by 
a  spirit  of  mutual  foriiearance  and  moderation ;  and 
by  dMiUdiig  a  hallowed  devotion  to  that  liberty  and 
union  secured  to  ur  by  the  blood  of  our  eonmon 
fathers.  These  are  the  foundations  opon  which  alone 
our  safety  and  security  can  rest 

Although  onr  country  of  late,  gentlemen,  has  been 
deeply  and  painfully  excited,  and  our  councils  too 
greatly  divided,  may  we  not  hope  that  the  causes  of 
exdtement  are  daily  passing  off  and  tobeiding,  and 
that  peaoe  and  tranquillity  irill  again  be  restored  to 
us  f  At  such  a  time,  and  under  such  drcumatanoes, 
is  it  not  the  duty  of  every  wise,  and  Uberal,  and 
good  man,  in  publio  or  private  life,  without  diirtino- 
tion  of  par^,  to  unite  for  the  purpose  of  healing 
these  dirldons,  and  giving  peace  and  repose  to  the 
pubUemindf  And  uoold  not  those,  espedally,  who 
wield  the  public  oonndls,  pour  tiH  upon  tlus  st(«my 
sea,  and  stIU  its  troubleid  waters  f  I  invoke  yoo, 
gentlemen,  to  peace  and  harmony :  to  union  and  ac- 
tion for  the  common  good.  The  people  expect  it- 
the  proqterity  and  htq^ess  of  your  country  demand 
it.  God  grant  that  you  may  prove  yourselves  wor- 
thy of  the  high  trust,  and  equal  to  the  eriris ;  and 
that  your  labors  may  ultimately  prove  tncccsaful  in 
giving  peace  and  repose  to  our  beloved  country. 

TUs  is  the  last  time  that  I  sbaU  ever  address  you 
from  this  chair;  we  separate  this  day,  many,  viery 
otany,  of  us,  to  meet  no  more.  I  pray  to  God  to 
pioteet  and  bkis  70a  and  onr  ooimtnr ;  and  X  trader 
to  70B  tUs  my  last  and  aflbettuwto  anwdL 

After  Kr.  Btitxkbon  had  oondaded,  and 
retired  from  the  chair — 

Kr.  Me&oxs  moved  that  the  Hoose  do  now 
proceed  to 

The  Eleetima/  a  J^eaier. 

The  motion  was  leeonded  hj  lb'..j|(i£uuca, 
and  the  qnestioa  being  put  by  the  COerk  of  the 
House,  ue  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Therenpopf  W.  S.  Foaskldsc,  Clerk  of  the 
Eonse,  nominated  Kr.  KoKiklbt,  Kr,  Fobbstkb, 
Kr.  E.  WmTTLMET,  Mr.  Sohlbt,  Kr.  Kuhlen- 
BiBO,  and  Kr.  Bthto,  to  act  as  tellers. 

The  balloting  having  proceeded,  and  the  bal- 
lots having  been  coonted,  the  result  of  the 
balloting  was  :  For  Johit  Bku.  114  votea,  110 
being  necessary  to  a  choice— 

Wha«npon,  the  honorable  Jem  Bbu,  of 
Tenneaiee,  having  reodved  the  Totea  of  a 
m^ority  of  the  Honw,  waa  declared  di^ 
elected  Speaker.  Kesira.  J.  Q.  Adau  and  B. 
IL  Jonaos  condoeted  the  Speaker  elect  to  the 
chair,  when  he  deliTered  the  Iflidlowing  ad- 
dress: 

OmiUmen  of  the  Mum  of  Rsvreimtaiivef  : 

With  the  greatest  sincerity  I  deolsre  to  you,  that 
although  I  sm  duly  and  gratefully  impressed  bj  this 
marii  of  the  partiality  and  confidence  of  the  House, 
and  by  no  means  insensitde  to  the  distinction  in- 
tended to  be  conferred  on  me  it  is  not  Tithont  s«ne 


distrust  of  tiM  wbdom  of  my  eoniae  in  accepting  this 
station,  whldi  your  choice  has  ssugned  me.  With- 
out the  sligiitest  experience  in  the  chur,  it  may  be 
justly  ■mrebended  that  your  selection  of  a  {vesidioE 
offloer  has  bera  too  much  influenced  by  pcnontu 
kipdneaa  and  ftiendship.  And  I  shall  be  quite  h^ipj 
if  the  puUic  interest  sbatl  sul^  no  detriment  tbrcM^ 
a  defective  adndnistratim  of  the  duties  <^  the  dulr. 
In  wdinary  times,  and  under  ordinary  circumstances, 
I  could  flatter  myself  tbatj  by  diUgest  q)t^icati<«,  X 
mi^t  be  able,  in  a  sbni  tame,  to  supply  the  want  of 
experience,  and  to  justify,  in  some  degree,  the  confi- 
dence indicated  by  the  House.  That  more  than 
usual  embarrassments  must  be  encountered  at  thia 
moment,  by  any  incumbent  of  the  chair,  wiU  be  ad- 
milled  by  all.  The  impatience,  not  to  say  iiritatitm 
— the  nstorsl  result  <d  a  protmcted  searion  the  ex- 
dtentent-groiring  out  of  those  shaip  conflicts  o( 
opinion  npm  questions  of  public  pcuicy— conflicts 
exasperated  and  emlnttered  at  tiie  present  moment 
in  an  extraordinary  d€(;ree— all  present  themselves 
to  increase  the  difficulties  and  call  forUi  the  ex»tions 
of  a  new  and  unpractised  incumbmt  of  die  dudr. 
And  I  feel,  gentiemen,  that  iriiatever  exertkms  may 
be  made  on  my  part  must  be  vun,  without  your  for- 
bearvioe — nay^  tbat  they  must  fail  altogether,  vnth- 
out  your  oordial  support  and  oo-opersoon.  'Wheu 
I  reflect  bow  great  are  the  interesta  oomiected  witii 
tUs  House,  its  disracta:  and  actloii— Interests  not 
of  a  day  nor  <^  a  par^,  but  of  bH  tfaue,  of  poster- 
i^,  snd  of  all  the  partlea  itUdi  are  ae  ever  wiU  be 
arrayed  against  eadt  others-ami  when  I  fhrAer  re- 
flect how  much  the  disraeter'and  action,  of  ttda 
House  depends  upon  a  sUlflil,  firm,  and  iDqMrtial 
administration  of  the  dotiea  vt  the  I  eenlhBs  I 
feel  the  deepeat  solicitude. 

It  Is  not  io  genmlljr  mdentood,  X  regret  to  be* 
lieve,  as  It  shonld  be,  In  how  great  a  dsnee  the 
Bteasures  of  a  l^iidative  assembly  are  modified  and 
influenced  by  the  manner  of  its  deUber^ims.  AH 
will  oonoede  that  if  it  shall  ever  hamien  that  this 
body  ihall  fall  into  disrepute,  and  ftO  to  cranmand 
the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  people,  our  insti- 
tutions will  be  In  the  greatest  periL  Notonlytbs 
chsiaeter  of  the  House,  tte  wisi  inn  and  elBdencyrf 
Iti  actkm,  but  tiw  exiMence  of  our  admirable  finme 
of  pcH^  naelf^  may  be  said  to  depend,  in  aome  de- 
gree, npon  the  order  and  dignity  of  tiie  deliberations 
of  this  House.  While,  then,  X  entreat  the  indul- 
geuoe  of  the  Hoose  to  my  own  defects,  I  eamestiy 
Oivoke  the  assistanoe  of  every  member  of  it  in  en- 
deavoring to  and  preserve,  so  fiw  as  de- 
pends upon  the  prooeedinga  this  body,  those  great 
and  primary  interests  9t  otmstitutional  Oorenment 
and  freedom,  in  support  of  iriiidi,  I  am  sure,  wfaal- 
ever  difference  of  opinion  there  may  be  upon  pdnti 
of  cCHutruction,  policy,  or  administration,  iom  is 
not  a  heart  here,  nor  an  Aaetkaa  heart  anyiAetc, 
that  doea  not  beat  high. 

And  t3iea  tho  Hooae  fl^onnwd. 


Diplomatic  Correipondence  DiaUnfmtecL 

Kr.  Etkutt,  from  ttie  Joint  Oommittee 
on  the  library,  r^orted  t2ie  fidlowlog  jc^t 

resolution : 

Rneload  byths  8«nai»  and  Smm  «f  SepnmUa- 
tvMt  ^  at  Vnitti  &atu  ^  Amtnea  in  Comgrm 
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agtembUd,  That  the  copies  the  selection  of  Ibo 
Diplomatic  Correspondeooe  of  the  United  States,  be- 
tween the  peace  of  1788  sad  the  4th  of  Uardi, 
1199,  publi^ed  in  virtue  of  ^  act  of  Sth  of  Maj, 
1882,  in  continuation  of  the  Diplomatic  Correspond- 
BDce  of  tbe  Benlntioii,  he  dhtrilmtied  and  dtqmsed 
under  flie  diraction  U  the  Jdnt  Utouy  OtBnmit- 
tek  in  the  mumer  following,  liz. : 

To  eadi  penKm  who  received  a  copy  of  tbe  Diplo- 
matio  Correspmidence  of  the  Revolution,  and  who 
shall  apply  to  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Bepresenta- 
tivM  for  tlie  oonUnoatioQ  of  the  same,  one  oopy. 

Tt>  ^  Ubraiy  of  each  institution  to  iriildi  a  copy 
of  tbe  snne  wis -sent,  one  copy. 

To  Jared  ^wrks,  editor  of  tbe  INplomatio  Corre- 
qwndenoe  of  (he  BevoluUtm,  one  copy. 

To  Edward  UvinsBbm,  under  whose  (Krectioo,  as 
Secretary  of  State,  tta  edeotitHi  aforoiidd  was  made, 
one  copy. 

Sio.  2.  Se  it  fvrther  retolved.  That  twenty-five 
copies  of  the  work  aforesaid,  and  of  any  work  or 
works  printed  by  order  or  at  the  expense  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  placed  at  tbe  disposition  of 
tbe  Jdnt  libarj  Committee,  to  be  ^  than  disposed 
In  retam  fiv  donatiau  to  tbe  iStinrf  of  Con- 

The  resoliitioo  wu  read  tvio^  and  the  qnea- 
tion  tmug  on  its  engroflsment  for  a  third  read- 
er. HoEat  inqnired  if  there  would  be  a  snffi- 
oient  number  of  copies  to  g^ve  one  to  each  per- 
son who  had  reoetved  the  Diplomatlo  Oorra- 
apondencepablished  by  Mr.  Sparks  t 

Ur.  £.  iTtebktt  repued  that  there  would  cot 
onl^  be  enoagb,  but  tnat  there  would  a  surplus, 
which  was  to  be  deposited  in  the  Library  of 
Congress. 

Ur.  Clattoit  remarked  that,  if  it  was  intended 
to  have  Aese  books  distributed  among  the 
members  Otmgress,  as  Spark's  Oorrespond- 
enoe  had  been,  he  mnst  oppose  the  resolution, 
and  eaU  for  the  yeas  and  na^s  on  tlA  question 
(tf  engrosanent. 

]Cr.  £.  EvKBXTT  replied  that^  as  they  were  a 
continuation  of  tbe  Diplomatio  Correspondence 

Snbllshed  by  order  of  Oongreee,  they  were  to 
e  distributed  to  those  persons  to  whom  Con- 
gress had  (ordered  the  fmner  part  of  the  work 
to  be  given. 

lb*.  Stswaet  inqnired  if  this  work  was  not 
already  published  and  lying  at  the  State  De- 
ptrtment  for  distribution  ? 
ICr.  £.  Etxbitt  responding  in  the  affirmatiTe, 
The  qnesdon  on  the  engrossment  waa  then 
pat,  and  decided  in  the  affirmatiTe— yeas  110, 


IfoiSAT,  Jnne  9. 

The  Honse  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  memorial  from  the  inhabitants  of  Glou- 
cester eonn^,  Virginia,  praying  the  restora- 
tion of  the  de^pouts  to  ue  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  Upon  which  mcoMsial  lb.  Wm  had, 
Teem— u 


[a  or  R 

on  a  former  df^,  moved  \h»  following  re8(di| 
tions : 

Huolvtd,  That  tiie  custody  and  control  of  tbe 
moneys  of  tbe  United  States,  not  appropriated  by 
law,  ud  not  disbarsed  under  q)propriationa  by  law, 
are,  by  the  constitutitm,  placed  under  the  order  and 
direction  of  tbe  Coi^m  ot  the  United  States; 
which  order  and  direction  must  be  made  by  law,  in 
the  form  of  tnlls  or  Mnt  orders,  votes  or  naohi- 
tions,  upon  whicli  the  Freddent  of  tbe  United  States 
has  admply  the  power  of  a  negative,  subject  to  ■  vote 
of  two-thirds  of  eadi  House  of  Congress. 

Retolved,  That  no  change  of  the  GosBtitation  of 
the  United  States  Is  neceoaary  to  authoriae  t^  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  to  intrast  tiie  otutody  of 
ttie  public  money,  not  ^>propriated  by  law,  and  not 
disbursed  under  i^ropAttioos  by  law,  whenever  or 
howsoever  obtdned,  to  other  agency  tlun  that  of  the 
Executive  department ;  and  tut  the  custody  of  tbe 
public  mone^  must  not  be  necessarily,  uiMer  tbe 
ocmstitution,  mtmsted  to  the  Executive  d«>artinenL 

Jtetolvtd,  That  Oongress  can  take  out  of  the  hands 
of  die  Executive  depuiment  tlie  custody  oC  tite  pulh 
lie  property  or  mon^,  without  an  assumqition  ofKz- 
ecutive  power,  or  a  subversion  of  tbe  first  prino^lai 
of  tbe  ctmstitntion. 

And  that  said  committee  be  forthw  instmoted 
to  report  snch  measnres  as  It  may  deem  neoe^ 
sary  and  proper  to  provide  for  we  future  safe- 
keeping, control,  and  disposition  cuT  the  pabUo 
property  and  moneys,  and  to  assert,  muntdn, 
and  protect  the  ^onsUtntional  powera  of  Ood> 
grass  over  the  public  property  and  pabliopnrse. 

Ifr.  Wisi  addressed  the  House. 

Ur.  Speaker :  This  memorisL  which  I  had 
the  honor  of  presenting  from  a  h^ily  respect- 
able and  patriotic  portion  of  my  constituents, 
calls  upon  Congress  to  vindicate  its  own  con- 
stitutional powers,  the  supremacy  of  the  laws, 
and  the  rights  of  the  people.  Such  I  consider 
to  be,  and  snch  I  regard  as  worthy  of  bdn&its 
chief  object ;  to  attain  which  I  have  movea  Us 
reference  to  a  select  oomn^ttesL  with  jnitrst^ 
tions  to  report  the  resolutions  wmbh  have  been 
read  to  the  Honse. 

Sir,  these  resolutions  affect  the  theory  c^onr 
Qovemment,  and  that  theoiy  solves  the  great 
problem  of  constitutional  freedom  and  of  p<^ 
ular  self-government.  Ilieir  importance  may 
not  be  so  strildng  to  others,  but  it  is  overwhelm- 
ing to  me.  When  I  approach  their  considera- 
tion, I  feel,  with  unaffected  sinoeri^  ind  hum- 
bleness of  spirit,  the  vanl^  of  my  undertaking 
the  momentona  task  of  their  support,  and  can- 
not bnt  regret  that  tiiey  are  minc^  and  not  the 
foater<>hila  of  some  able,  wis&  ezperieimd, 
influential,  and  <Ustingnished  fiither  of  l«0dft- 
tion.  There  are  men  in  this  Honse,  to  whom  I 
could  say  "TsduM/"  and  that  which  in  my 
hands  is  weak  would  be  strong— that  which 
ia  insignificant  would  be  big  with  importanoe 
— that  which  is  abstract  would  be  practicable 
—that  which  is  nugatory  and  idle,  merely  de- 
claratory and  vain,  would  be  powerful  to  make 
ambition  withdraw  its  pretensions  to  power,  or 
"  to  the  palling  down  of  stron^ol^"  if  Its 
ivetendonsto  power  ire  pressed.  iWeare 
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men  here,  I  saT,  who  alresdj  occupy  an  emi- 
nence to  which  I  would  araentljr  aspire — the 
high  stand  of  virtne  and  wisdom  above  selfish- 
nesa  and  ambitioa,  or  pride  and  patriotism 
dwve  party  and  place,  of  nseflilnen  to  the 
conntrj  above  rabserrienoT'  to  an  tdministra- 
tbn,  the  derated  stand  of  tike  statesman  above 
the  grovelling  level  of  the  politician.  TAj  as- 
pirations maj  be  as  vun  as  I  know  they  are 
unfashionable  at  this  day ;  bat  I  have  assnmed 
the  task,  the  risk  of  a  &Unre ;  and.  though  I  be 
nnsQstuoed,  and  not  conntenancea  even  in  the 
attempL  I  will  endeavor  to  supply  in  zeal  what 
I  may  lack  in  ability,  to  defend  these  resolu- 
tions, to  demonstrate  their  present  importance 
by  their  necessity  at  the  present  time,  and  to 
illuBtrate  their  truth  for  all  time  to  oome. 

Am  I  to  be  told  again  in  the  outset,  Mr. 
Speaker,  thit  Uuee  rwtdutiona  have  no  legis- 
Utive  action  in  ^ew;  that  they  are  merely 
declaratory ;  and  tiiat  tike  abstract  truths  they 
assert  none  will  deny?  He  has  read  Eo^ish 
and  American  history  in  vun,  or  has  read 
neither  at  all,  who  seriously  raises  this  objec- 
tion, or  cannot  answer  it,  when  raised,  at  a 
moment's  warning.  I  will  not  stop  here  to 
enumerate  any  or  all  of  the  precedents,  or  the 
incalculable  effects  of  precedents,  for  the 
mere  declaration  of  powers  and  rights :  from 
the  "  saying  of  the  hardy  barous  of  old,  Mlumvt 
Imtm  Anglm  mutari,"  to  Magnb  Oharta :  from 
luan»  Charta  itself^  through  the  various  revo- 
lutmks  of  British  ministry  to  that  ^orious 
BevQlntion  wluoh  begat  tiie  first  true  declara- 
tion of  Areemen'stlglitstni  this  continent:  from 
titat  to  protest  from  protest,  remonstrance 
from  remonstrance,  from  dedwations  to  deeds 
following  during  the  Revolution:  from  inde- 
pendence to  the  constitntlon,  and  thence  to  the 
reaigiution  of  power  by  the  father  of  his  coun- 
try when  he  told  ns,  in  his  farewell  address, 
"  frequently  to  recur  to  fundamental  princi- 
ples : "  thence  to  the  period  of  '98  and  '99, 
when  the  declaration  of  the  State  Legislature 
of  Yir^nia  that  the  alien  and  sedition  laws 
were  niu]onstitnti<nkal  and  void  produced  their 
repral:  theaoe,  through  all  the  declaratoty 
rMolntlons  offered  or  adopted  in  rdation  to 
tike  powers  of  Congress  up  to  this  time,  when 
thousands  call  with  an  authoritative  voice  on 
Congress,  to  vindicate,  muntain,  and  protect 
its  own  ooDstitutiooal  powers,  with  their  liber- 
ties involved,  rudely  attacked  by  flagitious 
abuses  of  power,  and  still  more  fl^tious  pre- 
tenuons  to  power  by  those  who  now  unlaw- 
fhlly  hold  the  power  to  enforce  their  claims  1 
Sir,  it  is  enough  for  me  to  know  and  to  say 
th^  in  all  oases  where  the  people,  in  thdr  pri- 
mary assemblies  or  through  tiiw  representa- 
tives, have  seal  fit  to  muEe  such  declarations, 
they  nave  been  induced  to  do  so  either  by  open 
or  Inridions,  direct  or  indirect,  attacks  upon 
their  rights,  or  upon  the  form  of  government 
which  tiiey  had  iastitnted  as  the  palladium  of 
tikfiir  UbertiM.  Th^  hsve  ilwi^  had  canse 


for  such  acts,  and  their  object  has  invariably 
been  a  redress  of  grievances. 

Is  there  no  reason  for  a  declaration  of  powers 
and  lights  by  the  representatives  of  the  people 
at  this  time;  and  is  there  no  ol^eot  in  riewt 
That  is  the  qnestion.  Am  I  to  be  iM  thst 
"the  people"  do  not  call  for  soch  acts  of 
snperero^tJon  by  Oongresst  I  will  not  stop 
here  to  inquire  who  now  are  the  people— those 
for  or  against  the  administoation ;  but  I  will 
answer  the  question  put  to  me  by  asking  another. 
If  the  people  do  not  call,  are  we  to  nt  here 
whilst  the  Capitol  is  in  flames,  until  the  people 
flrst  cry  "fire I"  Is  our  federal  constitution 
as  impervious  to  encroachment  and  violation 
as  this  building  is  to  the  devouring  elem^it  f 
Are  we  not  sent  here  as  vigilant  sentiuels  of 
the  people,  to  see  first,  to  hear  first,  to  know 
first,  and  then  to  warn  our  masters  that  thur 

Property,  their  political  estate,  is  in  danger  of 
estruction  f  I  repeat  the  qnration,  then,  has 
the  time  again  come  when  we  ought  "to  recur 
to  fundamental  principles  I "  I  say  it  has ;  snd 
I  am  told  to  say  so  by  my  constituents,  whom 
it  is  pride  and  pleasure  to  obey,  and  to 
whom  I  can  pay  no  better  compliment  than  by 
saying  that,  with  the  instinctive  prescience  <^ 
coming  danger  to  f^  institutions,  inspired  by 
the  spirit  of  liberty  in  freemen  of  every  land, 
their  memorial  was  ominoudy  draughted  in 
old  Glonoester  before  the  protest  was  concocted 
in  the  cabinet,  and  reached  me  here  bttfore  the 
attack  ot  tiie  Fnrident  reaohed  tiie  Banata. 
Hr,  it  came  none  too  som;  for,  1^  the  time  of 
ita  arrival,  there  was  a  reason  ready  for  these 
resolutions  which  now  have  an  ol^eet  of  vital 
importuice.  As  simple,  isolated,  abstract,  fos- 
damental  propositions,  all  that  can  be  said  of 
them  is,  that  they  are  true,  have  been  written, 
and  need  not,  in  ordinary  times,  be  re-written : 
but,  in  these  times,  as  negativing  the  olums  of 
the  Freudent's  protest  to  Executive  power— to 
all  power — more  may  be  said  of  them.  I  will 
say  it,  though  it  is  particularly  punfikl  to  me. 

Sir,  however  anticipated  by  others,  who 
never  had  any  confidekice,  the  protest  was 
unexpected  to  me,  and  ahotudng  and  alarming 
to  me,  who  had  not  quite  lost  all  -oonfideaea 
in  this  administration.  It  is  an  appeal  from 
the  Senate  to  the  people,  to  obtain  from  them 
a  confirmation  of  the  President's  cl^uu  to 
powers  derc^toiy  to  tiiose  of  both  Honsee  at 
Congress.  Such  an  executive  document  is  the 
reason  or  cause  of  these  resolutioiks,  and  to 
deny  and  defeat  it  is  their  object.  The  reasm 
is  more  than  sufficient ;  the  object,  whether  it 
be  obtained  or  not,  is  more  thiuk  sufficiently 
important ;  and  the  effect  of  these  resolutions 
will  be,  if  no  other,  to  exclude  a  oondnsion 
which  may  be  very  serious  hereafter.  I  am 
for  denying  and  refusing  this  dum,  lest,  in  t^ 
progress  u8ai^>ation,  it  maj  agmn  be  ad- 
ramedf  and  then  a^ned  in  ita  behiuf  tikat  Coa- 
cress,  at  thla  time,hadaoquie8oedinitBTClidH7. 
lam fbr loting  no  righta  by  ladrn^ and  a^e- 
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dallj  none  as  vital,  sacred,  and  unalienable, 
^ther  bj  ailent  consent,  lapse  of  time,  or  others 
wise,  as  those  ioTolTed  in  these  resolutions. 
They  do.  not  intend  to  meddle,  in  my  manner, 
with  the  varions  qnestjons  In  controversy  be- 
tween the  Senate  and  the  President.  In  a  con- 
test between  them,  as  to  their  ezecntive  relations, 
this  House  has  no  right  of  interposition ;  bnt  we 
an  boand,  in  dntv  to  ooreelvea,  the  oonstitn- 
tion,  and  uie  people,  to  protect  our  own  pow- 
ers when  trenched  on  either  by  the  Fresideot 
or  the  Senate.  And  the  Preddent  having 
openly  advanced  daims  to  powers  which  bdong 
«  ri^t  to  Congress,  of  which  this  Honse  is 
ft  constituent  part,  and  having  appealed  to  the 
people  to  snstun  him,  we  ought,  without  delay, 
to  defend  our  rights,  powers,  and  privileges,  in 
lUce  manner,  before  the  people ;  to  deny,  oefore 
them,  these  ezecuUve  pretensions;  and  to 
appeal  to  their  reason  and  judgment,  to  obtain 
a  dedsion  of  the  case  in  our  fovor.  I  say,  sir, 
weongbttojtnn  isroe,  imrtanter,  with  the  protest, 
as  to  ttie  oonstatotional  powers  of  Congress,  bat 
as  to  tJtiem  alone. 

But,  perhaps  we  may  be  tdd  that,  however 
ready  we  may  bo  to  Join  issue  with  the  protest, 
neitiier  the  President  nor  the  protest  will  join 
issue  with  these  resolutions.  We  most  first 
apply  to  the  judges,  then,  to  compel  a  *'  rim- 
tlttor,"  Does  the  protest  not  affirm,  "in  <ofi(2tfm 
««rHt,"  the  propoflitlona  which  these  restdu- 
tions  negative? 

There  are  two  paragraphs  of  the  protest 
whidi,  in  themselves,  constitute  a  distinct  po- 
litical essay,  independent  of^  unconnected  with, 
and  not  explained,  reetridned,  or  qualified  by, 
the  preceding  or  snbseqaent  context.  They 
are  In  thenudveB  a  whole,  and  contain  the 
most  of  the  poison  for  which  these  resolutions 
are  intended  as  the  antidote.  I  quote,  sir,  from 
the  9th  page  in  pamphlet  form : 

"  The  custody  of  the  poblic  property,  under  luch 
regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  b7  l^elative  au- 
thority, has  always  been  oonaWered  an  appropriate 
f\incUon  of  the  ^ecaUve  deportment,  in  thb  and  all 
other  Goremmeots.  In  accordance  with  this  prind- 
ple,  erenr  spedes  of  property  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  (excepting  that  wliich  is  in  the  use  of  the 
several  co-ordinate  departments  of  the  Qovermnent, 
as  means  to  aid  them  m  perfomdng  their  i4>prcqpf{ate 
Amotions,)  is  in  cbaige  of  officers  appointed  by  the 
Predden^  whether  it  be  lands,  or  buildings,  or  mer^ 
cfaandise,  or  proviaions,  or  clothing,  or  arms  and  mn- 
nitloos  of  war.  The  auperintendents  and  keepen  ot 
the  wbde  are  appointed  by  the  Preside&t,  rcflponal- 
ble  to  him,  and  removable  at  hie  will. 

**  Public  money  is  but  a  speciea  of  public  proper- 
ty. It  cannot  be  raised  by  taxatfon  or  custnns,  nor 
broogbt  into  the  Treasury  in  any  other  way,  except 
by  law;  but  whtmever  or  howsoever  obtained,  ita 
custody  always  has  been,  and  always  must  be,  unless 
Ihe  oonstitution  be  changed,  intrusted  to  the  Execu- 
tive department.  No  officer  can  be  created  by  Con- 
gress for  the  purpose  of  takit^  charge  of  it,  wliose 
u^Mdntment  would  not,  by  the  oonstitation,  at  once 
(ksTolTQ  on  the  Preaideiit,  and  who  would  not  be  re- 
tgoBtSbla  to  Um  fat  tiie  ftlttifid  perfonnanee  of  Us 


[H.  ov  & 

duUes.  The  I^ialative  power  may  tmdoubtedly  Und 
him  and  the  President,  by  any  laws  they  may  think 
proper  to  enact ;  they  may  prescribe  in  what  place 
particular  portions  of  the  public  money  shall  be  kept, 
and  fiv  what  reason  it  mil  be  ronoved,  as  they  maj 
direct  that  supplies  for  the  amy  or  navy  shall  be 
kept  in  particular  stores ;  and  it  will  be  the  duty  d 
the  FrMideot  to  see  that  the  law  ia  faithfully  exe- 
cuted ;  yet  will  the  custody  remain  in  the  Executive 
deparbuent  of  the  Government  Were  the  Congress 
to  assume,  with  or  without  a  le^slative  act  the 
power  of  app<dntInK  officers  Indcootdaitly  of  the 
President,  to  take  the  charge  and  custody  of  the 
public  property  contained  in  &e  military  sod  naval 
arsenal^  magazines,  and  storehouses,  it  is  believed 
that  sudi  an  act  would  be  regarded  by  all  as  a  pal- 
paUe  usurpation  of  the  Executive  power,  subvo^ve 
of  the  form  as  well  as  the  fhndamental  principles  of 
our  Qovenunent  But  where  is  the  difltoince,  hi 
principle,  whether  the  public  property  be  in  tiw  fom 
of  arms,  or  munitions  of  war,  and  snppUes,  ot  In 
gidd  and  silver,  or  Isonk  notes  t  None  can  be  per* 
ceived,  none  ia  believed  to  eiist  Coi^i;re8a  cannot, 
therefore,  take  out  of  the  bands  of  the  Executive 
department  the  custody  of  the  public  property  or 
money,  without  an  assumption  of  Executive  power, 
and  a  subvendon  of  the  first  prindides  of  the  ooosti- 

tutiCttL" 

These  paragraphs  I  propose  critically  to  ana- 
lyze, and  patienti^  to  extract  tiieir  meaning, 
under  every  modification,  according  to  a  iair 
and  even  charitable  construction. 

The  first  is  confined  to  a  simple  statement  of 
facts.  And,  sir,  that  it  "has  always  been, 
heretofore,  considered  "  expedient  for  Congress 
to  make  an  Executive  department,  by  taw,  tiie 
agent  for  keeping  the  public  money,  I  will  not 
deny;  bnt  how  recent  erentsmi^  have  changed 
pnblio  opinion  on  that  point  even,  I  will  not 
take  upon  myself  to  determine.  Agun :  that 
"eveiy  species  of  property  belonfpng  to  the 
United  States,  excepting  tliat  which  is  in  the  use 
of  the  several  co-ordinate  departments," — 
(Quere :  how  long  will  this  exception  be  al- 
lowed?)— "is  in  charge  of  officers  appointed 
by  the  President,''  is  a  fact  which  I  am  not 
only  obliged  to  admit,  but  have  much  reason 
to  deplore.  And  further,  that  "  the  superin- 
tendents and  keepers  of  the  whole  are  appointed 
by  the  Preudent,"  (it  should  be  added,  "by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,'* 
but  that  fldvioe  and  consent  has  not  yet  been 
had  and  obt^ned  to  the  most  important  tip- 
pointmonts,)  "responsible  to  bim,  and  remoT- 
able  by  his  will,"  are  facta  and  truths  which  I 
hftve  admitted  under  the  existing  laws,  in  a 
former  debate  on  a  former  occaeion.  I  thm 
contended,  as  I  now  contend,  that  "  the  l^^a- 
tive  branch  of  the  Qovemment  as  clearly  has 
the  power,  by  the  oonstitution,  to  take  care  of 
the  public  moneys  of  the  United  States,  as  it 
has  to  appropriate  them  by  law ;  and  uiat  it 
can  no  more  delegate  the  one  power  than  the 
other.  But  OongreBS  haidng  bj  law  created 
the  head  of  an  EzeoutiTe  department,  and  his 
sabordinate  officers  tiie  agents  for  keeping  tin 
public  numeys,  that  head  and  tho  dSlatn  «  hia 
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department  an  nspoiaahlo  to  the  President" 
And,  lir,  lest  I  vmj  not  have  been  anderetood 
then,  I  will  here  explain  my  views  of  the  extent 
<Hr  tlw  respoDnbility  of  the  officers  in  the  Ezeca- 
tive  Departments  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  Whenever  the  laws  imperatirely  re- 
qnlre  an  act  to  be  or  not  to  be  done,  or  to  be 
done  in  a  particnlar  manner,  hy  these  officers, 
the  President  within  the  sphere  of  the  exeon- 
tire  branoh  of  the  GoTenmtent,  bat  there  alon^ 
is  OMutitiitifnaUj  bonnd  to  "  take  care  "  that 
•ooh  aets  "&ithAiU]r**  are  or  are  not  done  hj 
maeh  oMoen,  and  in  flumanner  praseiibed  b/ 
law.  These  officers  are  thns  &r  responsible  to 
tlie  Freddent^  beoaase  he  is  nqransible  for 
their  aoto  in  everr  sense  of  the  word.  He  is 
**  answerable  "  and  "  aoconntable  "  for  them  as 
tiiev  are  to  him,  becanse  there  is  an  obligation 
of  datj  imposed  npon  him,  bj  the  oonstitntion, 
which  he  is  c^Mible  of  diBcharg^g,  and  which 
if  he  does  not  faithibllj  discharge,  he  is  liable 
to  impeachment,  aa  may  be  illnatrated  by  a 
variety  of  cases. 

Thns,  if  Congress  had  enacted  that  the  pnb- 
llo  monm  ahonid  be  kept  in  the  Bank  of  the 
United  mates  wlthont  any  discretionary  power 
d  removal  whatever,  ^ven  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaa* 
nry  had  ramored  them,  with  the  knowledge  of 
ihe  Preddent,  and  embezzled  them,  the  Presi- 
dent would  certainly  have  been  impeaoliable 
for  pennitting  a  violation  of  Hie  laws,  when  he 
had  the  jiower  of  removing  the  officer  thns 
gailty  of  a  breach  of  troflt  I  presmne 
there  wonid  have  been  bat  one  opinion,  espe- 
cially with  the  opposition,  on  tida  point  out 
where  the  laws  are  not  imperative,  merely 
permis^ve,  that  an  exeontive  officer  may  or 
may  nfit  do  a  particnlar  act,  where  a  discretion 
la  vested  in  him,  the  Freudent  has  not  tiio 
power  to  sabstitote  his  own  diacretion  in  the 
place  of  that  desi^pated  by  law;  becanse  in 
this  Government  hu  will  is  not  like  that  of  a 
king,  the  will  oi  the  nation.  No  officer  is  the 
keeper  oi  his  conadence,  and  maoh  less  is  he 
the  Jkeaper  of  the  consciences  of  others.  He  can 
in  no  oaae  be  held  responsible  -for  Uie  exercise 
of  anotiier's  discretion ;  and  the  respoosibility 
to  him  from  the  officer  is  fbanded  on  his  re- 
sponsibilitT  as  described  to  Congress  for  the 
officer,  and  not,  as  is  contended,  on  the  power 
of  appointment  He  appointed  many  omcers. 
jodimal  and  miidBteiial^  sooh  as  Jndgea  and 
maraihala,  for  whose  acta  he  Is  In  no  sense  re- 
bw.  hi  thl^  then,  in  my  i^lmon,  con- 
tiie  abose  ttf  power  In  the  removal  of  the 
depodta :  that  the  President  exerdsed  the  legit- 
imate  power  of  removal  for  the  illegitimate 
purpose  of  virtually  snbstitnting  his  own  dis- 
cretion in  the  place  of  that  appointed  by  law. 

With  the  first  of  these  pwagraphs  of  the  pro- 
test, then,  understood  as  I  am  wllliag  to  nn- 
dOTStand  it,  I  perfectiy  agree.  It  goes  no  far- 
ther than  to  state  the  previons  and  present  fact 
that  a  Department  of  the  executive  hrandi  tn 
the  GoTcmment  haa  always  bera,  and  is  now 


made  by  law,  tiie  agent  for  keeping  tiie  tmblio 
moneys.  But  from  tbb  step,  as  to  what"  always 
has  been,"  and  is  now,  it  will  be  found,  in  the 
snbseqaent  paragraph,  that  he  advances  anotber 
step,  trampung  directly  upon  the  constitDtim, 
to  what  "always must  be"  thekec^  of  tin 
pnblic  moneys. 

Sir,  the  proposition  is,  '*  that  no  matter  how 
or  when  the  public  money  is  obtained,  its  cus- 
tody always  haa  been,  and  always  most  be, 
nnuBB  the  omutitation  be  dumged,  introstedto 
the  SzeontiTe  departnwnL"  Now,  it  will  lie 
obaerred,  that  the  first  part  ot  this  propontioa 
is  bat  the  mere  repetition  of  the  idea  or  £Bct 
contained  in  the  paragraph  already  commented 
on.  The  precedent  of  what  "always  has  beea" 
done  is  made  the  stepping-stone  to  a  claim  of 
constitntional  right;  and  what  was  said  in  the 
first  paragraph  was  bat  the  preparation  of  the 
mind  for  what  is  to  follow.  Sir,  "he  who  ram 
may  read  "  this  proposition,  to  which  we  bare 
seen  the  preoedmg. context  directly  leadi,  and 
was  intended  to  lead ;  and  now,  I  au,  whether 
this  broad  olaim  of  necutive  power  Is  leaMiied, 
qualified,  or  mitigated,  in  tlie  leastf  by  thenb- 
sequent  context  t 

As  the  preceding  context  Is  the  groondirork 
of  this  pretension,  so  the  aubseqinent  Is  the 
superstraoture.  Be  patient,  eir,  whilst  I  sesrch 
for  the  truth.  What  is  the  next  sentenoel 
"  No  officer  can  be  created,"  Ac.  Am  I,  is  any 
one  who  ever  dreamt  of  logic,  to  be  told  that 
this  Is  any  qualification  of  the  first  position 
assumed t  Sir,  it  is  the  very  "why  end  the 
wherefore"  that  the  custody  of  tiie  puUio 
money  "slwaya  must  be  inbuated  to  tin  Ex- 
ecutive department" 

What  next?  "The  le^alative  power  may 
nndoabtedly,"  "they  may  presoribe  ia 
what  plaoe^"  Ac.  And  is  it  here  that  any 
ification  is  to  be  foundf  Well,  nr,  I  most  eao- 
didly  confess  that  I  would  be  tlumkAil  to  hii 
most  gnu^ous — no,  sir,  not  not  mi)|es^I— for 
that  httie,  "  to  prescribe  tiie  place  and  the 
reason  for  removal  from  one  place  to  another ! " 
Yes,  and  we  have  even  the  generous  admisaon 
that  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  I^^dent  to 
sea  that  this  prescription  should  be  complied 
with  I  This  is  gracious,  most  gracious,  and  I 
was  about  to  take  the  littie  that  was  left  me, 
and  "  be  off  with  it ;  bnt " — but  I  ay,  yes,  nr. 
I  am  tantalized  by  a  da^  and  t^ld,  "yet  will 
the  custody  remain  in  tiie  Executive  depart- 
ment of  tiie  Govemmentl "  It  is  even  so^  or; 
you  may  say  where  the  pabUo  money  shall  be 
kept,  but  "rememborl  ay,  remember,  that  Z 
am  to  be  keeper) "  Is  not  such  a  quwfieatkHi 
upon  qualification  as  this  enough  to  fret  a.ft«e- 
man!  If  this  be  qualification,  ft  agsravates  the 
monstrous  offeuce  oommittea;  ados  insnlt  to 
ii^ury,  and  enrages  the  mind  of  him,  if  b«  has 
any  mind,  to  whose  soul,  if  he  has  any  soul,  it 
ia  meant  to  be  "  a  fiattering  unction."  Sir,  it 
reminds  me  of  the  old  common-law  noUoa  of 
the  relation  between  a  bail  and  hia  prindpaL 
The  old  book!  tell  na  that  the  ball  holds  Ui 
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piindpal  1^  ft  string,  whioh  he  may  pull  at  any 
time.  And,  in  the  langnage  of  my  honored 
preoqttor  of  the  law,  let  him  wuder  where  he 
m^,  **  at  each  remove  be  drags  a  lengthened 
Chun."  So  with  flie  Ezecative  and  the  Treaa- 
nry :  if  ttapablic  money  "  ahoold  take  the  wings 
of  the  morning,"  or  of  the  law,  "  and  fly  to  the 
nttermost  parts  of  the  earth,"  still  thwe  would 
the  strong  arm  of  ezeontire  power  bold  it; 
and  "  if  it  ahoold  be  cast  into  the  depths  of  ttie 
sea,"  still  there  wonld  it  be  overshadowed  by 
exeontive  gnvdianalup,  attributed  with  nbi- 
qnity,  and  regolated  by  no  law.  Bir,  it  reminds 
me  of  an  expression  often  need  by  &□  old  &c- 
qn^tauoe  «  miiw,  whom  I  often  see  in  this 
tttr,  abont  hia  "sweetheart,"  The  Treasory 
mi^  be  weU  oaUed  tiw  "sweetheart"  of  this 
administration— "nil"  treasnty,  "iM,"  Ezeo- 
nttTodeDartmentl  Snohis  the  som  and  snb- 
Rtanoe  (n  this  qnalifloationi 

How  can  any  one  insist  npam  tills  qnalifioatlon, 
when  the  next  three  sentences  expressly  affirm 
that,  "  were  the  Oongre^  to  assume^  with  or 
withoata  l«cislatiTeaot,thepower,"&o.,  "sndi 
an  act  woold  be  regarded  by  all  as  a  jwlpable 
nsm^tion  of  execatave  power."  and  that 
there  is  no  difference,  in  principle,  qwad  hoe, 
between  the  different  species  of  property — 
"anna,  mnnitions  of  wsr,  and  sapplieL  or  gold 
and  diver,  or  bank  notes ! "  I  am  jostined, 
tiien,  in  avr^  the  wlute  oontwL  ante- 
oedmt  and  oonseqnent,  instead  ezpudning 
away,  limiting  or  restraining  the  portion  that 
"  the  onstody  of  the  pttblic  money  alwaya  mnst 
bO)  unless  the  oonstitation  be  changed,  intmsted 
to  tiie  EteontiTe  department,"  does^  In  troth, 
lUnstrate  and  enforce  that  pomtion. 

If  the  expression  was,  "  unless  the  law  be 
changed,"  there  wonld  be  some  room  for  cavil ; 
bnt  ute  constitntion,  "with  or  withoata  Icmsla- 
tive  act,"  is  made  the  fonndalion  of  this  claim, 
which  is  pursued  by  the  regnlar  bUijm  of  rwular 
reasoniiw.  Facts  are  stated ;  a  position  is  ss- 
Bomad,  lunstrated,  and  enforced ;  and,  lastly, 
the  fvoblem  is  solved,  and  the  process  of  resr 
BonmK  is  tmninated  by  the  "  qw>d  erat  demon' 
ttroMOuM  "— "  Congress^  oannolL  thwefore,  take 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  EzeenUve  dq>arbuent 
the  enstody  ot  the  ^ubUo  prc^terfy  or  money, 
without  an  assnmption  of  execuUve  power,  and 
a  subversion  of  tiie  first  principles  of  the  consti- 
tution." Buch  is  the  protest  itseli;  exid^ed 
by  itself. 

Bnt,  nr,  we  are  tdd  that  there  is  a  codicil  to 
this  will:  that  there  is  a  protest  against  this 
oonatmotion  of  the  protest ;  an  "  explanatory 
message,"  which  retracts  tiiese  doctrines,  and 
modifies  this  dangerons  and  alarming  claim  to 
power.  Qwm  da  Meet  Sir,  if^iw  seetuid 
message  had  retraoted  the  abcminalde  heresies 
of  the  protest,  and  if  I  oonld  be  ooavinoed  that 
the  President  had  revised,  and  emreeted,  and 
withdrawn  its  offendve  matter,  I  would  ait 
down  in  hmnUe  rejoicing  that  "  the  man  of  my 
choice  "  had  not  intentUHially  oMunitted  ttus 
political  sin,  bringing  with  tt  political  death. 


"  Nothing  is  so  painfiil  to  the  pure  mind  as  to 
tJiink  those  it  highly  esteems  Iiave  acted  un- 
worthily; or  notung  so  grateful  aa  the  assure 
ance  that  they  merit  the  esteem  we  have  bean 
indaced  liberally  and  confidingly  to  bestow.** 
And  my  friend  from  Pennqrlvania,  (Mr.  Ho- 
KxsmASy)  from  whom  I  was  JoBtly  proud  to 
receive  a  compliment  the  other  day,  never  said 
aught  more  just  or  true  than  when  he  stud  I 
was  the  **  sincere  &iend  "  of  the  Preddent  I 
say,  sir,  if  I  knew  that  the  introduction  of  these 
rMolutions  had  caused  him  to  be  conscious  ol^ 
and  to  atcme  for,  this  error,  my  labors  of  this 
seauon  wonld  be  more  than  amply  rewarded ; 
my  pride,  my  ambition,  my  heart  wonld  ba 
more  than  gratified.  But  when  I  \oc^  to  this 
en>lanatQry  message,  and  contemplate  the  spirit 
which  pervades  iL  all  my  senses  and  all  my 
Boolriaenpinrebelliail  The enression  "that 
obtain  passues  oontdned  in  his  message  and 
protest  may  be  misunderstood,"  is  an  insnlt  to 
my  understanding;  and  when  he  saya  "that 
such  a  construction"  as  I  have  put  upon  them, 
"  is  not  warranted  by  any  thing,"  I  am  more 
than  half  convinced  that  there  was  a  settled 
and  subtle  intention,  on  the  part  of  his  advisers 
and  amannenns — 1  cannot  yet  believe  on  Us 
part—to  gull,  deceive,  and  enslave  the  people. 
Sir,  no  one  can  misnnderstand  these  "  certain 
passages "  in  the  protest,  but  those  who  are 
determined  to  palliate,  who  are  blind  with 
devotion;  who,  navinj^  eyes,  see  not,  and  ears, 
hear  not,  the  things  which  concern  the  salvation 
of  the  country.  The  only  effect  of  this  explan- 
atory messsge  baa  been  to  render  that  which 
was  dear  as  lisht,  dark,  lowering,  and  porten- 
tous aa  the  black  and  muttering  cloud  bom 
which  we  may  expect  a  coming  storm,  to  shake, 
and  blast,  and  desolate  all  around  us  1  There 
is  no  mitigation,  but  a^avation  of  the  offence^ 
to  my  mind,  in  the  second  message.  Indeed, 
we  are  told  by  its  friends  that  there  is  no  differ- ' 
ence  betveen  it  and  the  first.  The  first,  the 
stubborn,  the  meaning  protest  must  stsnd,  then, 
unexplained,  un  retracted,  unexpiated;  and  I 
will  not  again  aA  the  common  swse  of  any 
man,  if  it  u  not  directly  as  pointedly  at  issue 
with  these  resolutions  as  an  afSnnative  and 
negative  proportion  posMbly  can  be  with  each 
other  I  But  I  shall  proceed  to  demonstrate,  in 
my  poor  way,  the  truth  of  these  resolutions, 
which  may  be  voted  down  by  many,  though 
admitted  by  all. 

I  cannot  concave,  Ifr.  Speaker,  where  the 
Frendent  or  his  council  find  it  in  the  constitn- 
ti(m  that  the  onstody  of  the  public  money  must 
be  intrusted  to  the  Executive  department,  unless 
they  obtain  it  by  implication  from  the  1st  sec* 
tion  of  the  ad  amda,  whioh  "  vests  tlu  ezeon- 
tive  power  in  a  Fnddent"  I  presume  that 
this  is  the  elaose  xdied  upon,  from  the  expre»' 
sion,  "  t^e  custody  of  the  pnblio  property  has 
always  been  considered  an  appropriate  fimction 
of  the  Executive  department,  in  this  and  all 
otho-  Govemmenta."  But  I  cannot  understand 
how  the  exenuse  of  powers,  "bj  the  E»ontiv» 
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or  Kinga  of  other  Oorenunenta,  can  be  preoe- 
itent  or  example  for  the  exercise  of  siimlar  or 
tiie  Hnw  powers  by  the  Exeoatire  or  Preddoit 
of  Uiia  GoTermaent  except  hj  one  mode  ci 
eomCmoUoii,  which  u  snbTeraiTe  of  our  ooosti- 
tHtioii.  The  section  of  the  oonstitotion  referred 
to  miut  be  recnved  by  the  writer  of  the  protest 
as  ocfflferring  all  powers  which  are  inherently 
tn  dieir  nature  execatiTe,  aeoordiog  to  the 
standard  writers  on  the  nature  of  the  powers 
of  Goremment.  And,  in  order  to  obtun  for 
tiie  execntive  branch  of  this  Government  all 
SQoh  powers,  all  that  thb  school  of  oonstniotion 
hare  to  do  is  to  look  to  MoDteeqnieo,  or  some 
other  writer  on  the  powers  of  £uropeaa  Gov- 
cmments,  for  a  power  in  its  nature  exeontlTe ; 
or,  to  nse  the  langoage  of  tiie  protest,  for  a 
power  which  "  haa  always  been  oon^ered  an 
appnmriate  ftinotion  of  tlie  Ezecative  depart- 
ment in  this  and  all  other  Governments  I 

Now.  sir,  I  doubt,  but  I  shall  not  stop  to  dis- 
eoas,  wnether  the  power  of  "  keeping  toepnblio 
money  "  can  be  found  in  Hontesqaieo,  fwho,  I 
am  iidbnned,  is  the  first  writer  that  diviaed  the 
powers  of  Government  into  legtslaUve,  exeoa- 
tive,  and  judicial,)  or  any  other  author,  to  be 
In  its  nature  an  execotire  power.  But  admit 
that  it  is  so,  and  has  always  oeen  so  considered 
by  all  writers,  still,  I  contend,  in  the  first  place, 
that  thin  section  of  the  coostitntion  confers  no 
power  whatever,  executive  vc  not;  and,  in  the 
•eoond  place^  that  the  oonstitntion  does  oonfer> 
this  power  m  Im^hig  the  public  moneys,  no 
matter  how  it  bad  been  before  oonndered,  ex- 
pressly upon  the  Congreaa  of  the  United  States. 

The  first  three  secaons  of  articles  1st,  2d,  and 
Sd,  were  intended  merely  to  divide  the  Govern- 
ment into  three  branches ;  to  say — 

1st.  There  idudl  be  a  Oongrew  of  tbe  United 
Btates,  to  oon^  at  a  Senate  and  House  of 
Bepresentatives. 

2d.  There  shall  be  a  Freddent  of  Uie  United 
Btates  of  America. 

8d.  There  shall  be  one  Bnpreme  Oourt,  and 
such  inferior  oonrta  as  the  OongreM  may  from 
time  to  time  cwdain  and  estaUisn. 

And  the  consdtntion  then  [ffooeeds  to  specify 
flie  powers  nven  to  Otwmes,  which  are  de- 
Bommated  "legialatiTe;"  the  power*  gjven  to 
the  President,  whinh  are  denominated  "  exeou- 
tive ; "  and  tbe  powers  given  to  the  courts,  which 
are  denominated  "JudiciaL"  It  does  not  pre- 
tend or  attemi^t  to  define  what  either  legisla- 
tive, execatire,  or  judicial  powers  are,  accord- 
ing to  their  inherent  nature ;  but  by  its  ova 
power  of  forming  a  new  Government,  arbitrary 
un  terms,  without  reference  to  what  had  been 
ooi^dered  by  writers  to  be  tbe  nature  of  the 
respective  powers,  it  ^ves  oertiuD  powers  to 
Congress,  which  it  makes  legislative ;  certain 

Sawera  to  the  Preddent,  whidb  it  maketexeou- 
ve;  and  oertain  powers  to  the  courts,  which  it 
makes  judiinal.  Oor  Government  is  entirely 
"«Hi  (wwrM,"  and  its  powers  must  be  defin^ 
fey  the  eonstitution  alone,  without  foreign  aid  or 
mlp.  U  the.  oonatitntaoD  be  wo  interpreted  oa 


to  give  to  Oongreea,  for  example,  mly  thoae 
powMa  which  have  "  alwi^  been  oonddered  ** 
legishitiTe  in  their  nature,  u  woold  take  av«y  a 
power  expressly  granted  to  Congress  .  the 
power  of  declaring  war ;  because  it  is  in  ita 
nature  an  executive  power,  and  ia  ao  ocmridered 
by  all  writers  on  the  nature  of  the  nowers  tit 
other  Goremmenta.  The  truth  is,  that,  opcm 
examination,  it  will  be  found  there  are  several 
powers  always  considered  executive  in  their 
nature,  given  by  the  oonstitation  to  Congress ; 
but  not  one  can  be  fbnnd  which  was  ever  con- 
sidered legislative  in  its  nature  which  the  oon- 
stituti<m  has  given  to  the  Prendent,  And  the 
reason  is,  becaoM  the  chief  point  of  difference 
Iwtween  this  Government  and  all  others  is^  that 
its  very  object  is  to  limit,  and  checL  and  con- 
trol ezeontive  power.  But  a^in:  if  the  let 
sectira  of  tiie  2d  article  conftn  any  poww  at 
all,  so  does  the  1st  section  of  the  1st  article ;  and 
if  the  1st  section  of  the  1st  article  confers  any 
power  at  allj  it  expressly  vests  "  all  le^aladvo 
power  tiierein  granted  in  Congreaa ;  "  and  it 
would  be  entirely  irreconcilable  with  two  subse- 
quent  sections,  which  require  the  consent  of  tbe 
President  to  the  passa^  of  any  law,  Joint  order, 
resolution,  or  vote ;  it  would  go  to  strip  the 
F^ident  himaelf  of  one  of  his  most  dvling 
attributes  of  ezeoutiTe  power^-the  power  of  tho 
veto. 

Whether  the  onatody  <tf  tiie  public  money  be 
"  ui  appropriate  function  of  the  Executive  d»> 
partment "  or  not,  then  the  queatioa  is,  haa  the 
c(»istitQtioa  ^ven  that  powertotbe  Preridentt 
And  if  it  is  not  conferred  by  the  1st  section  of 
the  Sd  article,  whidi  ooofers  no  power  what- 
ever, by  what  other  letter  or  clause  of  the  cu^ 
■tittttiMi,  I  ask,  is  this  power  ^ven  to  the 
Executive  depwtment  ?  The  i^pomting  power, 
and  mme  other,  can  be  relied  on.  The  protert 
says  that  "  no  ofScer  can  be  created  by  Congress, 
for  the  pnrpose  of  taking  cliarge  "  of  tho  public 
mone^,  "  whose  appointment  would  not,  by  the 
constitntion,  at  once  devolve  on  the  President, 
and  who  would  not  be  responsible  to  him  for 
the  fidthfol  perfiffmanee  <n  hia  duties."  In 
otiier  words,  the  President  hu  not  immediately 
the  custody  of  the  public  money ;  but,  if  the 
law  creates  an  officer  to  keep  it,  the  President, 
by  the  incidental  right  of  appointment,  haa  the 
power,  under  the  oonstitutiou,  of  keeping  tbe 
officer  who  keeps  the  money  I  Such  is  the  idea 
of  this  power,  as  an  incident  to  appointment. 
But  Recti  on  fid,  article  2d,  of  the  constitution, 
says :  "  The  PrMident  ^all  nominate,  and,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
shall  appoint  ambassadors,  or  public  ministers 
and  consuls,  judges  of  tbe  Supreme  Court,  and 
all  other  ioBcers  of  the  United  Stetea,  whose 
appointmHitsare  not  herein  otherwise  provided 
for,  and  which  ahaU  be  establiahed  by  kw." 
Now,  ur,  if  this  olanae  had  rested  here  even, 
still  many  difficult  questions  would  have  to  be 
all  decided  in  fitvor  of  the  Presidents  construe* 
tion,  before  it  ooold  be  recwved  as  politioany 
ortlu^ox :  as  that,  though  the  ^eddeut  akwo 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DEBATES  OF  GONOBESa 


48? 


Jun,  1884.] 


Outodjf  of  Ae  PiMio  MoHtgt—Mr.  WU^t  ReMMmi*. 


[H.  a»  1. 


has  the  power  to  nominate,  yet  ia  not  the 
power  to  appoint  a  joint  power  between  him 
and  the  Senate?   It  la  tnie,  by  abnaing  the 

Sower  "  to  fill  op  all  vacanotea  that  may  bi^pen 
arin^  the  reeeaa  of  the  Smate,  by  grandac 
ecnnmudooa  which  ahall  expire  at  ue  end  tn 
their  next  session,"  he  maj  change  the  tenure 
of  all  offices,  by.aniiQal  appoinUnents,  to  be 
held  nnder  his  absolate  will  fUone,  from  expira- 
tion to  expiration  of  every  session  of  the  Sen- 
ate ;  and  it  is  true  that  the  best  expounders  of 
tiie  conslitntion  in  '69  decided  he  has  the  power 
of  removal ;  yet,  if  the  powers  of  .appointment 
and  removal  are  both  coooeded  to  be  in  him 
klone,  still  another  important  question  arises : 
do  the  duties  of  an  office,  created  by  law,  attach 
to  the  authority  from  which  the  appointment  is 
derived,  and  uiMm  which  the  power  of  removal 
dq>end9 ;  or  do  they  attach  and  belong  to  the 
office  itself,  derived  from  law  t 

I  have  already  conceded,  to  tiie  extent  which 
I  have  described,  that,  where  the  law  creates 
an  officer,  dearly  within  the  pale  of  the  Execu- 
tive department,  such  as  one  of  the  heads  of 
Deportments,  the  keeper  of  the  public  moneys, 
or  to  do  and  perform  any  duties  required  by 
law,  such  an  officer  is  thus  far  responsible  to 
the  Prudent,  by  virtue  of  his  official  relations. 
Bnt  does  responsibility,  to  any  extent,  from  an 
inferior  to  a  superior  officer,  actually  convey 
the  office  itself,  and  its  duties  ?  Because  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  responidble  to  the 
President  for  acta  vhldi  hb  ia  iimwatively 
required  by  lav  to  do^  br  not  to  do,  has  tiie 
Frendeat  tne  right  or  tiie  power  to  assume  the 
office  itself  f  It  would,  indeed,  seem  so,  ftvm 
his  doctrine  of  responsibility  of  executive 
powers,  and  from  his  late  conduct.  Ha  may 
tail  to  nominate  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasory, 
permit  the  appointment  to  expire,  refuse  to 
nominate  another,  remove  the  Treasurer,  Comp- 
troller, and  Kegister;  or  any  or  all  of  these 
offices  may  be  vacated  by  resignation  or  death, 
as  well  as  by  removal — and  what  is  the  conse- 
quence t  Why,  sir,  according  to  the  doctrine 
that  the  custody  of  the  public  money  is,  by  the 
c<»utitntion,  "  an  ^)propriate  fuiu:tion  of  the 
^Eoeative  departxnei^"  tiie  wbcde  keeping  of 
the  treasury  would  necessarily,  in  the  absoice 
of  all  these  officers,  whom  he  maj  at  trill  dis- 
place and  disband,  result  to  the  Imsident  bim- 
0el^  in  whom  all  executive  power  concentrates, 
yind  the  public  money  having  been  removed 
from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  place 
where  the  law  placed  it,  and  there  being  now  no 
other  place  pomted  out,  he  may  put  it  into  his 
own  coffers,  and  dispose  of  it,  for  aught  there 
Is  to  prevent  him,  to  nis  own  use  I  In  fact,  this 
claim  of  the  custijdy  results  in  that  of  the  use 
of  the  pnbUc  money.  What,  I  ask,  is  there 
now  to  prevent  the  Freaident  from  taking,  with- 
out Impropriation  bylaw,  one hnndred thousand 
debars,  instead  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars, 
to  be  impropriated  by  law,  for  his  salary,  in  the 
teeth  (»  the  conatitation)  11  thia  protest  be 
tttt^  tiie  ehedEB  and  balances  oi  the  GoTem- 


ment  are  gone — never  existed;  and  he  who 
does  not  daj-e  to  reaist  this  attack  upon  the  oou- 
stitatitm  is  fit  to  be  a  slave,  and  not  vertiiy  ct 
free  Govemmeut. 

It  ia  dear,  thai,  I  repeal^  that  if  the  eonsti- 
tation  had  gone  thus  fisr,  and  no  farther,  in  the 
clause  referred  to,  the  President's  claim  to 
power  would  still  be  inadmissible.  But,  nr,  I 
leave  all  tiiis  debatable  ground,  and  l^e  a 
stand  which  cannot  be  assailed  by  argument  or 
by  force,  unless  the  constitution  itself  be  de* 
molished,  so  that  not  one  stone  shall  be  left 
upon  another,  from  its  deep  foundation  to  the 
top  of  its  superstructure.  Happily  for  the 
country,  this  clause  fortherprovioes:  "Butthe 
Oongress  may,  by  law,  vest  the  appointment  of 
such  inferior  officers  " — (what  inferior  officers  I) 
— "  all  other  officers  of  the  United  States,  whose 
appointments  are  not  hwdnotherwlae  provided 
for,  and  which  shall  be  established  by  Jaw,"  be^ 
sides  "  ambassadors  or  other  public  inini8tn& 
and  consuls,  and  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court " 
— *'  as  they  think  proper,  in  the  Prerident 
alone,  in  the  courts  of  Law,  or  in  the  heads  of 
Departments."  Congress  may,  then,  to-mor- 
row, Deo  DotmU,  by  two-thirds,  create  a 
Treasurer,  or  keeper  of  the  public  money,  whose 
"appointment  would  not  devolve  upon  the 
President"  A  Treasurer  being  "  such  inferior 
officer  "  as  whose  appointment  is  not  "  in  the 
constitution  otherwise  provided  for,"  being 
neither  ambaasador  or  other  public  minister,  or 
consul,  or  judge  (tf  the  Su^ttne  Court,  bdng 
an  officer  *^  which  shall  be  estabHahed  by  law,^ 
the  Ooi^[ress  may,  by  law,  passed  by  two-thirda 
of  both  Honaea,  vest  his  appointment,  as  they 
think  proper,  in  the  courts  of  law. 

And  if  the  appointment  of  Treasurer,  and  all 
other  treasury  officers,  should  thus  become 
vested  by  law  in  the  **  courts  of  law,"  what, 
then,  would  become  of  the  President's  doctrine 
of  rMponsiblHty  t  Would  the  Treasurer  still  be 
responsible  to  him  by  virtue  of  his  office?  or, 
mtUati$  mnttandUy  would  the  custody  of  the 
public  money  then  be  an  wpropriate  function 
of  the  Jndiciary  ?  Would  the  power  <tf  keeping 
the  public  money  then  be  inddental  to  the 
power  of  appointing  the  agent  to  keep  tiie  public 
money?  No,  sir;  the  judges  would  appoint, 
and  become,  *»tant«r,  as  to  all  other  powers 
touching  the  treasuiy,  ^^funet/ua  officio^"  pre- 
cisely as  the  power  of  eleciors  of  Prendent  and 
Yice-President  die,  as  they  shquld,  in  the  very 
discharge  of  their  functions  to  appoint,  to  vote 
for,  or  elect.  The  constitution  positively  nega- 
tives the  proposition  of  the  protest;  that  '*  no 
officer  can  be  created  by  Congress  for  the  par- 
pose  of  taking  charge  of  the  public  money, 
whoee  appointaient  would  not,  by  the  conatitar 
tion,  at  once  devolve  on  the  President." 

And,  nr.  Uie  mode  of  demonstrating  that  thia 
power  of  the  ctostody  of  the  public  money  is  not 
given  to  the  Executive,  shows  thi^itmnafe  be 
in  Congress.  Such  a  power  cannot  be  clabnad 
for  the  JudidaiT,  and,  if  not  in  the  Executive^ 
where  eUe  can  it  be  bat  in  the  Oongreea  of  the 
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United  States?  We  bare  seen  that  Congren 
may,  by  law,  vest  the  appo^tment  of  the  agent 
to  keep  the  pnblio  money  in  either  the  Ezeon- 
tive  or  t^e  Jodiciary ;  that  if  that  agent  is  not 
appointed  by  the  President,  even  ue  protest 
does  not  claim  the  power ;  and  whether  the 
Judges  have  the  appointment  vested  in  them  or 
not,  they  can  never  pretend  to  the  custody. 
Bnt  the  eighth  section  of  the  first  article  settles 
all  controversy  on  this  point,  by  proriding  that 

the  Congress  shall  have  power"~ 

**  To  1^  and  collect  taxes,  duUes,  imposts, 
•nd  exdaes ;  to  pi^  the  debts,"  && 

"To  borrow  moiic7  on  th«  <ffedlt  of  the 
United  States." 

**  To  coin  money,  r^nlate  the  value  thereol^ 
and  of  foreign  coin." 

Thus  OoQgress  alone  has  the  power  to  nuse 
the  revenue,  whether  by  taxation,  loan,  or  by 
the  mint.  And  the  ninth  section  of  the  first 
article,  providing  that  "no  money  shall  be 
drawn  from  the  treasury  bnt  in  consequence  of 
aOT>ropriationB  made  by  law,"  gives  to  Congress 
the  power  of  diabnreing  as  well  as  rusing  the 
pubhc  revenue.  If  the  custody  of  the  public 
moneys  is  not  expressly  given  in  these  clauses 
of  the  oooBlitatifni,  it  Is  nowhere  expressly 
f^rm.  The  grants  of  the  powers  to  raise  and 
appropriate,  necessarily,  to  my  mind,  inelade 
the  power  to  keep  the  moneys  of  the  Umted 
States.  But,  if  not  expnedj  given  to  any,  yet 
all  most  admit  that  it  b^ongs  to  some  one 
branch  of  the  Government ;  that  it  neoessarily 
results  from  the  powers  which  are  expresdy 
given;  and  that  it  cannot  result  from  any 
express  power  so  properly  as  from  those  of  col- 
lecting and  appropriating  the  public  moneys. 
To  which  branch  of  the  Government,  then,  does 
It  belong?  To  Congress,  which  has  all  the 
powers,  or  to  the  Executive,  which  has  none 
of  the  powers  of  collecting  and  appropriating 
tiie  pnuio  revenues?  Most  dearty,  all  powers, 
neoessarily  and  properly  resulting  from  those 
expressly  ^ven  to  OoDgrees^  belong  to  CoiuresB. 
Bat  I  advaiioe  a  step  farther,  and  ccmtend  fliat 
an  resnldng  powers  whatever  belone  to  the 
Legialalive,  and  the  law-nving  branch  of  our 
Qovemment.  Whatever  doubts  may  exist  or  be 
raised  in  other  Gtovemments,  where  the  Execu- 
tive power  is  always  strongNt,  there  is  a  clause 
of  our  oonstitation  which  leaves  no  room  for 
doubt  on  this  point  in  this  Government,  where 
the  Executive  is  at  best  merely  co-ordinate. 
The  coDstittttion  provides  that  Congress  shall 
have  power  "  to  make  all  laws  which  shall  be 
neoeesary  and  proper  for  carryiiu:  into  execution 
the  f«^(^  powerA,  and  all  other  powers 
Tested  w  this  oonstitation  in  the  Goremment 
of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  department  or 
iMwt  thereof."  If  the  cnstody  of  the  pablio 
moneys  be  a  resolting  power,  tiien,  and  result- 
ing, too,  from  a  power  expressly  given  to  the 
Executive  even,  it  must,  nevertheless,  by  this 
ehrase  ctf  the  oonstitution,  belong  to  Congress. 
But  it  is  an  egress  power,  and  expressly  given 
toOragresB. 


We  have  thus  fu-  been  contending,  however, 
for  the  custody  alone  of  the  public  moo^ 
The  first  of  these  resolutions  declares  their  con- 
trol as  well  as  their  custody  to  be  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States.  Sir,  upon  examioa- 
tion  of  th^  protest,  the  oonelumon  is  immst* 
ibie,  that  all,  all  power  over  the  public  pone 
is  claimed  by  the  Executive.  I  make  not  this 
declaration  generally,  but  in  referenoe  to  pu*- 
ticular  facts. 

All  control,  exc^t  tiutt  of  prescribing  the 
plaoe^  is  claimed  ov»  the  moneys  in  the  treis> 
nry ;  but  let  it  be  ranembwed  that  thm  sre 
moments  when  the  pnblio  moneys,  nnammpii' 
ated,  and  not  disbnned  under  appn^riatlonsl^ 
law,  are  not  in  the  treasar^.  They  are  **ta 
traiuitu"  to  the  treasury  immediately  sfter 
collection,  and  from  the  treasury  immedistely 
after  appmuiatiou.  This  is  true  of  all  the 
revenue.  What  matters  it,  then,  where  the  treas- 
ury ia,  when  the  President,  through  "  his  "  Sec- 
retary, may  prevent  every  dollar  from  ever  going 
there  f  It  is  known  to  all,  I  presume,  tht&  the 
moneys  of  the  United  States,  collected  st  tha 
different  ports  of  entry,  are  hrongbt  into  tha 
treasury  by  an  order  of  the  Secretory  to  tha 
collectors  to  pay  the  sums  doe  by  than  at  the 
places  of  depori^  to  the  credit  of  the  Tnasom 
of  the  United  States.  When  this  order  ii 
obeyed,  the  moneys  are  In  iSie  treasury,  and  not 
before.  Kow,  sir,  what  is  there  to  compel  the 
Secretary  to  order  the  moneys  to  Iw  pud  into 
the  Treasury  f  And  if  it  be  tme  that  the  Exec- 
utive has  their  custody,  what,  in  this  state  d 
the  public  moneys,  becomes  of  that  provinonof 
the  constitution  whidi  says  that  "  no  money 
shall  be  drawn  from  the  treasury  but  in  cons^ 
qnence  of  appropriations  made  by  law,**  and 
which  Is  the  only  check  upon  the  Prendent'i 
control  of  the  public  moneys?  Do  not  the* 
new  protestant  doctrines,  which  wane  nMther 
from  Calvin  nor  Luther,  lead  direotiy  to  the 
alarming  ocmsequenoe  tiiat  the  Kvndent,  having 
the  custody  of  the  moneys,  in  or  out  of  the 
treasnnr,  might  expend  the  moneys  not  credited 
to  the  Treasnrer,  or  nse  the  amounts  of  collect- 
ors' bonds,  witiiout  appropriation  by  law,  in» 
much  as  it  is  the  money  "  frum  the  tressor; 
only  which  shall  not  be  drawn  but  in  eoue- 
qnence  of  appropriations  made  by  law  t  Ay, 
sir,  I  ask  those  who  attended  the  disoossion  of 
the  appropriation  bills,  if  moneys  oollected  bare 
not  been  expended,  before  they  were  bronjut 
into  the  treasury,  without  appropriations  made 
by  law  ?  I  inform.the  people  that  they  hare; 
that  suits  are  multiplied  unreasonably  on  ooUm^ 
ors'bon^;  and  t£at  oollectcnv  and  district^ 
tomeys  of  tha  United  States  pay  their 
the  costs,  and  retorathe  net  proceeds  (Kily  is^ 
the  treasury.  And  if  a  part  voaj  be  withhwd 
without  sanction  of  law,  why  not  the  ^^^A 
And  if  a  part,  or  the  whole  may  be  withheW 
for  one  object,  why  not  for  another!  Agvn, 
At:  there  are  the  immense  revenues  of  vi6 
FMt  Office  Department,  whi<di  are 
brooi^t  into  tiie  treaaiit7,  over  vhidi  v«* 
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never  was,  and  is  not  now,  the  guard  or  check 
of  Tireasorer,  Oomptroller,  or  R^ter.  Vbat, 
I  ask,  is  there  to  prevent  the  laeontive  fimn 
pocketing  than  for  ita  own  nse,  or  controlling 
them  for  nis  own  purposes,  if  Congress  cannot 
take  thfur  onatody  j^m  the  present  agents! 
"  Where  are  they  now  t "  is  a  qaestion  which 
has  been  reiterated  in  vain  this  winter,  nntil  ita 
repetition  has  ceased  to  annoy  the  few  who  only 
know,  and  has  left  tiie  interested  many  who 
know  not,  in  de^air  of  ever  knowing,  nntil  the 
too  far  distant  day  of  acooant  shall  come  I  I  say, 
then,  if  the  custody  of  the  moneys  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  unappropriated,  and  not  disbursed, 
whether  in  or  oat  of  the  treasory,  be  not  in  0<»t- 
greaa,  their  eontrcd  mnst  he  in  the  Freaident. 
Are  ai^  here  so  basely  serrile  as  even  to  connive 
at  this  doctrine?  Kone,Ihope.  Icallnponall, 
then,  to  vote  for  the  mvt  of  these  rucuntiona. 
It  says,  that  '*  the  custody  and  control  (MT  the 
moneys  of  the  United  States  are  placed  under 
the  order  end  direction  of  Oongresa,"  to  meet 
the  cringing  argument  which  ia  used,  that  Con- 
gress has  no  hand  to  hold  the  public  purse."  It 
u  true,  sir,  that  Congress,  as  a  body,  cannot  keep 
the  public  moneys ;  but  the  custody  of  Congress 
Is  the  custody  of  the  law,  and  the  hand  of  the 
law  is  the  agent  created  by  Congresa. 

The  third  resoludon  declares  that  Congress 
can  take  out  of  tiie  hands  of  the  Ezecative  de- 
partmoit  the  ooatody  and  control,  not  only  of 
me  pnUio  moneys,  but  of  the  public  property 
of  the  United  States.  Sir,  I  diall  not  stop  here 
to  refine  upon  the  nioe  dIsUndiODa  between  the 
words  "money  "  and  "property ; "  and,  though 
Aere  is  a  material  anu  important  difference 
between  "  money  in  the  treasury,"  and  lands, 
tenements,  arms,  and  other  "pn^erty"  pur- 
chased with  money  once  appropriated  by  law, 
yet  I  will  admit  that,  in  a  broad  sense,  "  public 
money  is  but  a  species  of  public  property."  If 
80,  my  argument  is  at  once  confirmed  by  the 
constitution,  which  expressly  provides  (section 
Sd,  art.  4th)  that  "the  Congress  shall  have 
power  to  disuse  o^  and  make  all  needfol  rules 
and  r^^ations  respecting  the  territory  or  other 
property  belon^g  to  the  United  States ;  ^*  be- 
sides the  power  g^ven  in  the  16th  daose  of  the 
8th  section  of  the  1st  artide. 

I  hope,  sir,  that  I  have  now  shown  what  are 
the  doctrines,  and  some  of  the  errors  of  the  pro- 
test; that  I  have  demonstrated  the  tmths  oS 
these  resolutions,  and  muntained  not  only  their 
propriety  and  consistency,  but  laid  bare  their 
absolute  necessity  to  the  very  preservation  of 
our  form  of  government.  I  tiiraefore  call  upon 
this  House,  by  the  danger  of  giving  ^ent  con- 
aent  to  enormous  and  uarming  claims  of  power 
by  the  Ezecntive,  by  the  sacred  tmsta  which 
are  reposed  In  it  by  the  people,  by  its  own  dig- 
nity, aelf-respeot,  Jnst  vowera,  and  independ- 
cnoe,  and  by  the  cause  <»  (dvil  Uberfy,  to  snstiun 
&ese  resolutions^  which  contend  for  the  laws 
and  the  constitution. 

To  thoae  who^  wiUi  me,  deprecate  and  d^ore 
the  preaoit  conditifHi  of  tiie  eonntzy,  I  would 


a^j  it  is  too  tme  this  ia  no  longer  a  question  of 
restoration  or  not  of  the  depodts,  of'*  bank  or 
no  bank,"  of  dtdlara  and  cents,  but  a  question 
(tf  .eonstitntional  freedom.  How,  though,  are 
we  to  redeem  the  constitution,  vindicate  oar 
own  powers,  and  restore  the  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple, withont  acts  aa  well  as  declarations?  It  ia 
useless  to  dedare  the  powers  of  Congress,  with- 
out attempting  at  least  to  exert  them.  The  ciy 
of  "  Usurpation  I  Usurpation  1 "  is  a  dull  soun^ 
without  efforts  to  second  its  notes.  How  cor- 
rect the  abuse  of  removing  the  deposits,  but 
by  restoring  them  ?  How  restore  a  sound,  uni- 
form, and  cnrrency,  but  by  adoptiag  some 
permanent  plan  of  relief?  How  rebid:e  the 
abuses  and  nsnrpations  of  power,  but  by  coun- 
teracting both?  Sir,  I  hope  gentiemen  in  oppo> 
aitim  are  in  earnest,  and  are  aotnated  by  patri> 
otism  more  than  by  party  spirit ;  that  they  do 
not  mean  only  to  cast  odium  on  uie  acts  tn  the 
administration,  without  inten^g  to  apply  a 
remedy  themselves.  I  hope  they  do  not  desire 
the  suffering  of  their  countrymen  to  continueL 
in  order  that  they  may  be  more  than  imbittered 
against  those  in  power ;  that  the  cry  they  have 
raised  is  not  so  much  to  destroy  the  popularity 
of  "the  powers  tiiat  be,"  hut  that  it  has  a 
meaning  in  it  worthy  of  the  patriot^s  warning, 
and  that  they  will  continne  their  posts  until 
this  policy  of  doing  nothing,  of  leaving  all 
power  where  it  now  is,  ia  defeated  and  over* 
thrown. 

I  reapectitally  ad:  gentlemen  who  snmiori 
the  Administration  in  ul  these  measures,  if  it 

can  posably  be  their  deliberate  policy  to  ad- 
journ without  doing  sometiung  for  relief — ^not 
pecuniary  relief,  that  is  now  but  aa  the  dust  in 
the  balance — I  mean  relief  of  the  laws  and 
constitution?  I  respectfoUy  inquire  of  the 
honorable  churman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  if  any  other  can  be  his  design,  or 
the  design  of  the  party  with  whom  he  acts,  by 
the  proportion  of  the  measure  he  has  reported  ? 
Can  he  or  any  man  expect  us  to  adopt  that 
measure,  when  it  would  bat  confirm  the  present 
state  (^things;  but  employ  the  worst  of  meana 
to  efl^  the  very  evils  compliuned  of ;  but  ndd 
the  sanction  of  law  to  the  very  violations  of 
law  ;  and  servilely  grant,  yield,  and  cfrnsmt  to 
tiie  usurpations  of  power  which  we  are  so 
londly  called  on  sternly  to  deny,  refuse,  renst^ 
and  denounce  ?  Does  he  not,  did  he  not  foi«- 
know  that  Congress  will  rcjject  this  proportion 
to  strip  it  of  all  its  powers,  and  transfer  them  to 
the  Executive !  And  if  Congresa  does  reject  it, 
aa  it  is  bound  by  law  and  duty  to  do,  do  gentle- 
men flatter  themselves  that  they  can  return  to 
their  constituents  with  the  insulting  excuse,  that 
tiie  Administration  has  done  ita  part  for  the 
people  ?  I  implorin^y  ask  gentiemen,  if  Uiia  ia 
to  betheir  "Ktfimattmf  "  If  so,  I  venture  to 
predict  that  it  will  be  tiie  "  ultmaiim  "  of  their 
fate  f  Sir,  this  may  be  the  croaking  of  pr<^h- 
eoy,  uid  they  may  foel  seoare  as  a  tower  of 
Btroigth  in  theh:  present  possession  of  power. 
But  u  they  contlnoe  to  nwok  the  comphuntaof 
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the  people ;  if  they  contiane  in  that  desperate 
course  which  bliadly  plunges  from  had  to 
worse;  if  they  do  not  qnickly  retrace  their 
steps  of  folly,  repent  of  past  errors,  (which  they 
may  now  do  without  makiDg  confession ;)  if  they 
pernst  in  this  sacrilegious  policy  which  pollutes 
the  sacred  vessels  of  the  sanctnary ;  they  will 
yet  have  to  tremble,  like  Belshazzar,  at  the 
hand-writlDg  on  the  wall  I 

Sir,  in  the  language  of  Fisher  Ames,  "  if  my 
powers  were  commensurate  with  my  zeal,  I 
would  raise  my  Toioe  to  snoh  a  ititch  (Mf  remon- 
■trance  "  against  this  cruel  injastioe  to  a  gener> 
ooB  petals,  this  mischievous  policy  of  t^ose  in 
whom  thi^  pec^e  have  confided,  this  flagrant 
outrage  upon  the  laws  and  oonstituUon,  **  that 
it  should  reach  every  log-house  beyond  the 
mountains."  I  would  say  to  the  inhabitants  of 
this  land,  to  its  utmost  borders,  rise  in  your 
majesty  and  sovereignty,  and  hurl  from  his 
place  of  power  every  pubHo  man  within  the 
reach  of  a  ballot-box,  who  has  sought  to  perpe- 
trate these  atrocious  evils  upon  the  body  poli- 
tic, or  who  has  been  supine  and  inactive  whilst 
others  have  been  gnil^  of  their  perpetratiml 
But,  sir,  as  I  cannot  be  heeded  by  the  nation 
b^ond  the  dietriot  of  my  own  constituents,  I 
wotUd  speak  with  a  **  still  small  voice"  to  those 
who  are  near  me.  In  my  present  relation  to 
tin  ihwident,  I  cumot  condescend,  as  an  inde- 
pendent representative  of  a  people  yet  free,  to 
offer  an  apology  for  the  courae  I  have  been 
driven  to  pursue  by  the  late  measures  <^  the  £z- 
ecative,  I  cl^m  rather  an  atonement  from  the 
man  whom  I  supported  for  the  presidency  for 
audi  aotfl  of  misrule.  But  if  I  were  permitted 
to  expostulate  with  him,  as  still  a  sincere  per- 
sonal fHend.  I  wonld  warn  him  to  "  shake  off 
the  serpent  from  his  hand,  ere  pdson  and  death 
ensue  from  the  bite  of  the  reptile  t" 

I  will  say  to  my  personal  meads  in  tiie  ad- 
mhiistration  ranks:  "I  am. no  deserter,  and 
bare  a  right  to  speak  to  a  brother  soldiu*.  it 
la  true  I  have  left  yonr  camp,  not  because  I  dis- 
like the  oorps  to  which  I  belonged,  bnt  because 
iliere  were  vermin  there ;  and  I  enlisted  under 
the  banners  of  the  '  Old  Chief*  to  fight  for  my 
country,  and  not  against  her  most  sacred  insti- 
tutions and  dearest  rights.  I  call  upon  yon 
who  are  faithful  to  him  to  save  the  time-honor- 
ed warrior  fWtm  the  '  deep  damnation*  of  the 
bitter  curses  of  an  ii^nred  and  insulted  people, 
groaning  under  the  pilla^DK  wAiaj  of  *  order^ 
ae^eonts,*  reckless  alike  of  the  0000^7*8  wel- 
fbre  and  of  the  President's  popnlvity,  enriched 
with  the  '  spoils  of  victory,^  and  flushed  to 
madness  with  the  intoxication  of  repeated  tri- 
mnphsl" 

Sir,  I  will  say  to  members,  of  whatever 
party,  *'  Show  to  the  world  that  if  there  are 
too  many  who  love  to  be  tempted  to  forget 
their  trust,  by  a  well-managed  venality,  there 
are  a  few  who  find  a  greater  satisfaction  in 
being  thought  beyond  its  influence." 

I  will  say  to  the  people :  *'  Ho  1  every  pa- 
triot to  the  rescue  1"  And,  "  if  the  worst  comes 
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to  tiie  wonAf"  I  would  pnt  up  to  the  God  of 
nations  the  pnyer  «f  Warsaw's  last  ohaminoit— 

"  Oh  Heaven  I  my  bleeding  coontry  save ! " 

When  Mr.  Wise  had  concluded, 

Mr.  Peyton  replied,  and  dosed  by  calling  for 
the  reading  of  the  amenmnent  he  bad  proposed 
to  the  resuotums  at  tiie  time  they  were  dSm^ 
ed. 

Mr.  Mn-TrTP  moved  tliat  the  memorial.  Testa- 
tions, and  amendment  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  this  motion  the  yeas  and  dsjs  wen  eali- 
ed,  and  stood— yeas  106,  nays  97. 


THUBSDJkT,  June  13. 

Sentwky  Contetted  Election — Letehtr  and 
Moore. 

The  Spbaksb  announced  to  the  House  tiiat, 
on  the  previous  evening,  he  bad  some  donbts 
whether  the  election  case,  having  been  r^er- 
red  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  was  agtun 
the  order  of  the  day.  However,  on  reference 
to  the  90th  role,  he  was  now  of  <niinion  that 
it  was  no  longer  the  qienal  oroer,  bat  it 
was  in  the  power  of  the  Honse,  he  sud,  to  take 
it  np  if  they  thought  pn^wr. 

So  the  House  agreed  to  proceed  to  the 
immediate  consideranon  of  the  saUect;  and, 
on  motion  of  Mn.  SoTHnuKD,  resdved  itseti 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  thereon,  Mr.  Hub* 
BARD  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  MoKat  moved  the  following  resolu- 
tions: 

Setatvdd,  That  ndther  IRuHnss  P.  Moon  nor 
Robert  P.  Letcher  be  permitted  to  take  a  seat  in  this 
House  as  the  representative  for  the  fiUi  ccmgressioiial 
(Ufltrict  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  and  that  nid  seat 
is  now  vacant 

JRacivtd,  That  the  ^eaker  of  this  House  do 
notify  ae  Qovemor  of  Keutodty  that  ssid  seat  is 
vacant. 

Mr.  Sutherland  proposed  the  following,  so 
as  to  be  strictly  in  the  terms  of  the  ori^bal 
instmotions : 

Ruolvtdy  That  there  be  a  new  election  for  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House  from  the  5th  congresdonal  district 
in  EentucJty,  It  being  impractioable  fiv  this  House  to 
determine,  with  any  certainty,  who  Is  the  rigfatftil 
z^tresentt^ve  of  sud  distriot. 

Hr.  UoEat  withdrew  the  resolotima  pro- 
poaedby  him. 

The  resolution  proposed  by  Mr.  BurofXLAJtD 
was  agreed  to,  and  thereupon  the  committee 
rose,  and  reported  the  same  to  the  House  for 
tbdr  coDCTrrenoe. 

Mr.  WiLDB  offered  the  foUowing  resolution : 

Jlaolved,  Thai  Robert  P.  Letcher  ts  entitled  to  a 
seat  in  this  House,  as  a  representative  from  Hbt  Mi 
congreenonal  district  of  Eentudty. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  deuded  in 
the  negmve— yeas  113,  nays  114,  . 
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So  the  House  refused  to  declare  l£r.  Letcher 
entitled  to  a  seat. 

The  qnestiou  reonrring  on  concorring  with 
the  report  <^  the  Committee  of  the  wh(d& 
which  declares  ndther  of  the  clumants  entitied 
to  a  seat,  and  sends  back  tlie  election  to  the 
people,  on  the  gronnd  thdt  the  House  was 
imable  to  dedde  Wireen  tibe  candidates — 

Ur.  Adams  moTed  to  strilce  out  the  last 
clause  of  the  nport,  which  related  to  the 
inability  of  the  Hoase  to  decide,  as  being  an- 
necessary,  dishonorable  to  the  Honse,  and 
inconustent  with  the  vote  just  ^ren. 

Mr.  ^181  opposed  the  motion ;  and  It  was 
negatived. 


VssDA.iy  Jane  18. 
JSaU  Sakh  a$  Ikpo*itorin—Mr.  Adamjt^ 

The  following  resolntion,  sabmitted  some 
time  since  by  lb.  J.  Q.  Adaiis,  coming  np  for 

consideration  : 

Retolved,  Tbat  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaniry  be 
directed  to  lay  before  the  House  the  names  of  the 
{fferfdentfl,  camera,  directors,  stockholders,  lawyers, 
and  solicitors,  of  alt  the  banks  selected  by  him  as 
depodtories  of  the  public  moneys,  in  the  pUce  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  its  branches ;  to* 
gether  with  the  amount  of  stock  In  stud  banks  held 
by  each  stodcholder,  and  the  amount  of  debt  doe  by 
each  president,  cashier,  and  director,  of  each  of  the 
iMoks  to  the  said  bank,  ai  the  time  irim  it  was 
selected  as  a  depository,  and  at  this  time ; 

With  Hr.  Polk's  amendment  thereto,  viz.: 

Refolvtd,  That  ttie  Secretary  also  commoiucate  to 
this  Hooae  the  amomit  of  debts  doe  by  the  president, 
cashier,  and  directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  to  said  bank  at  this  time,  or  at  any  time  within 
one  year  last  past,'  and  also  the  naines  the  lawyers 
and  aoBdtors  ot  me  Buk  ot  the  United  States  and 
brandies,  and  the  amonnt  of  debt  dne  by  eadi  to 
said  bank  at  this  time,  or  at  any  time  within  one  year 
hut  past. 

Ifr.  J.  Q.  Adaxb  rose  to  express  his  sincere 
hope,  as  the  amendmeDt  proposed  by  the 
honorable  member  from  Eentacky  had  been 
witiidrawn,  that  the  member  from  Tennes- 
see (Hr,  Polk)  would  also  withdraw  that  pro- 
posed by  him,  and  that  he  would  thus  suffer 
the  resolution,  as  it  had  been  sabmitted  by  him, 
for  the  inqoiry  into  the  actual  state  and  condi- 
tion of  tiiese  deposit  banks,  to  pass  withont 
fbrther  opposition.  This  was  desired  by  him, 
beoanse  it  was  most  important  for  the  House 
to  have  the  information  to  assist  them  in  com- 
ing to  a  proper  understanding  upon  the  bill  be- 
fore them,  to  regulate  the  terms  upon  which 
these  d^o^ts  were  to  be  held  "bf  the  State 
banla.  He  asked  tiiis  with  some  confidence, 
believing  that  the  honorable  member  would 
concede  so  much,  if  from  no  other  motive  tiian 
that  <tf  oonrtesy  to  the  Honse,  and  beoanse 
the  hownvble  member  knew  thi^  if  he  desired 
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to  have  the  informaticoi  which  he,  in  sub- 
mitting the  amendment,  appeared  to  be  de- 
itirons  of  having,  he  conld  ^ve  it  by  maUng 
a  distinct  prop^tion  therefor  to  the  House. 
He  Qb.  A.)  said  he  knew  that  the  honorable 
member  could  have  sneh  a  proposition  readily 
passed,  becaase  the  House  had  already  granted, 
at  his  instance,  an  inquiry  mUoh  .more  exten- 
sive than  that  whidi  he  had  proposed  by  his 
present  amendment  to  make  into  toe  condition 
of  the  Bank  '  of  the  United  States :  the  House 
having  evinced  their  readiness  not  to  refuse 
their  aid  for  such  inquiry  by  an  unusually  large 
majority.  It  was  therefore,  be  contended,  per- 
fectly in  his  power  to  attmn  all  the  informa- 
tion which  he  desired,  in  another  shape,  with- 
out its  being  necessary  to  persist  in  the  amend- 
moit  proposed  by  him,  and  which  could  have 
no  other  eflfoot  than  that  of  clogging,  if  not 
absolutely  preventing,  the  passage  of  the 
resolution  wnich  he  (Mr.  A.)  had  submitted  as 
to  the  State  banks :  for  it  was  one  altogether 
of  a  different  character,  having  no  sort  of 
similitude  to  that  proposed  by  hun.  His  reso- 
lution had  no  reference,  as  the  honorable 
member's  had,  to  the  private  afibirs  of  any 
individual,  but  solely  applied  to  the  manage- 
ment of  the  State  banks.  His  object  was  not 
to  make  any  other  inquiry.  It  was,  as  he  bad 
formerly  stated,  simply  to  ascertun  what 
capitals  these  institutions  really  bad,  or 
whether  they  bad  any.  Whether,  in  a  word, 
the  condition  of  such  institutions  as  were  to 
have  the  .custody  of  the  public  treasure,  was 
such  as,  being  without  fbnds  and  trading  upon 
borrowed  ca^tal,  placed  them  in  that  situa- 
tion which  they,  in  language  from  high 
authority,  had  heaid.  ought  to  be  the  doom  of 
such :  "  tbat  they  ought  to  break."  They  had 
before  now  heara,  that  the  best  possible  way 
to  get  rid  of  some  disagreeable  snbjects,  was  by 
clogging  them  with  amendments  of  a  character 
so  foreign  to  the  original  propositions  to  which 
they  should  be  appended,  that  the  movers 
themselves  must  be  induced  to  vote  against 
them.  This  he  acknowledged  must  be  the 
effect  upon  him,  if  the  honorable  member 
should  not  witiidraw  the  amendment  Be 
could  not  Tote  for  itj  because  there  was  an 
exunination  proposed  m  it  of  a  character  very 
different  and  much  more  extensive  than  he 
had  proposed  to  make  into  the  State  banks: 
and  there  was  a  farther  reason  why  he  conld 
not  vote  for  it,  which  was,  that  he  considered 
that  was  asked  for  which  he  did  not  believe  that 
the  Honse  had  any  right  to  demand.  And  it 
was  from  this  very  line  of  conduct,  adopted  by 
the  Honse  on  a  former  occasion,  that  all  their 
difficulties  arose  in  relation  to  the  bank.  On 
that  occasion,  a  resolution  was  proposed  to  the 
Honse  to  make  inquires  of  a  nature  which  they 
bad  no  i^ht  to  make.  Well,  what  was  the 
result?  Why,  they  adopted  the  resolntion,  and 
sent  on  th^r  committee  to  Philadelphia  to 
carry  it  into  el^  When  that  committee 
went  on  tiiere^  they  followed  the  «amplo  it 
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the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  on  the  present 
occasion,  and  extended  their  inquiries  beyond 
the  limits  fixed  hy  the  Hoose,  and  into  matters 
still  more  oat  of  their  proper  proTince^aod 
then  what  were  the  oonsequenoea  I  Were 
th«7  not  tadk  u  might  fiurly  have  be«n 
expected  to  eiuael  Thar  right  to  make  tiwm 
was  denied.  They  were  refused.  They  ccune 
back,  and  from  this  took  npon  themselvee 
to  report  that  the  bank  had  violated  its  char- 
ter, not  on  those  grounds  of  violation  into 
which  they  were  sent  to  inqnire,  hot  because 
the  bank  had  refused,  and  properly  refused,  to 
answer  such  inquiries  as  they  had  assomed 
the  right  to  demand.  The  gentlemen  were 
sent  to  get  informiUion  as  to  aSeged  violations 
of  the  charter.  They  got  no  iubrmation  at 
all,  for  the  reason  he  had  stated;  and  then 
they  came  back  to  those  who  sent  diem, 
'  breathing  vengeance^  talUng  of  violations  of 
the  charter  ^uie  hank:,  ct  oontemptocnnmitted 
by  it  to  the  anthority  of  the  Hoose,  for  which 
they  must  be  bronght  to  condign  punish- 
ment. And,  as  a  means  to  inflict  it,  they 
forthwith  report  a  series  of  resolations,  that 
the  president  and  directors  should  be  bronght 
to  the  bar  of  the  House  to  answer  for  the  same. 
What  else  resolted  from  this?  The  conduct 
of  the  bank  was,  to  be  sure,  a  contempt,  a 
high  contempt  in  the  imaginattoa  of  the  com- 
mittee, of  the  privileges  of  the  House;  and 
yet,  notwithstanding  all  this,  eager  as  these 
gentkunen  of  the  committee  were  so  to  deem 
11^  he  had  not  seen  that  they  were  quite  bo 
anxious  to  bring  up  the  anlgect,  that,  if  what 
they  had  alleged  was  a  contempt,  the  indinia- 
HoD.  of  the  House  nugbt  fall  upon  those  whom 
they  had  described  so  for<»bIy  as  having  incur- 
red it. 

Mr,  Pole  had  not  expected,  he  s^d,  when 
he  came  to  the  House  this  morning,  that  it 
would  be  necessary  for  him  to  engage  in  a 
ftirther  discussion  of  the  subject  before  them ; 
bat  as  the  honorable  member  from  Massachn- 
setts  had  revived  the  discusdon  of  a  former 
day,  and  had  been  pleased  to  indalge  in  a 
coarse  of  remarks  not  very  pertinent  to  the 
immediate  question  before  the  House,  he  must 
advert  to  txush  of  tluon  as  seemed  to  require 
from  him  aome  notice.  The  gentleman  repeats 
the  request  which  he  had  made  when  this  reso- 
Intion  was  last  under  conmderation,  a  few  days 
past,  that  he  (Ur.  P.)  would  withdraw  the 
amendment  which  he  had  had  the  honor  to 
propose.  Hi.  P.  begged,  in  the  outset  of  what 
be  nad  to  say,  to  state  that  it  was  not  his 
intention  to  withdraw  the  amendment. 

The  honorable  member,  by  his  resolution, 
proposes  to  call  upon  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  for  certam  information  relating  to 
the  State  banks  which  had  beorane  the  deposi- 
toriea  of  the  public  money.  He  statea  his 
oli^eot  to  be  to  aaeert^  the  omdition  of  these 
banks,  and  more  especially  of  the  private  ac- 
oonnts  and  indebtedness  of  their  respective 
preddenta  and  boards  of  directors^  and  to  learn 


[Jon,  18SL 

also  the  names  of  those  persons  who  were 
employed  as  their  lawyers  and  solicitors — with 
the  view,  as  he  states,  to  enable  himself  and 
others  to  determine  whether  these  banks  are 
safe  depoatories  of  the  puUio  money.  The 
olti^  ®^  amendment  was  to  make  the  inqniiy 
l»>oad  enough  to  ^braoe  a  eaU  for  rimUar 
information  as  regarda  the  Bank  <tf  the  Uidted 
States;  to  extend  a  rindlar  inqniry  into  the 
state  of  the  accounts  of  the  president  and 
directors  of  tiiat  bank  also;  and  to  ascertsin 
the  names  of  the  lawyers  and  BoUdtors  of  th« 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  their  indebted- 
ness to  that  bank.  To  this  the  gentieman 
objects,  and  insists  that  it  is  proper  the  amend- 
ment should  be  withdrawn.  The  Government 
had  still  in  the  vaults  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  eome  two  or  three  millions  ^ 
pnhUc  deponta,  which  had  not  y^  been  with- 
drawn from  it  The  United  States  was,  man- 
over,  the  holder  of  on&-fifUt  (seven  nuUiMis) 
of  its  stock.  Was  it  nnreascntabla,  Aen,  if 
such  an  inquiry  as  was  proposed  to  be  nude 
was  deemed  necessary  as  regarded  the  State 
banks,  to  extend  the  same  or  a  similar  inquiry 
into  the  affurs  of  a  bank  in  whioh  the  people 
of  the  United  States  had  so  ^reat  a  stakel 
Inquiry  into  its  condition,  in  this  respect,  was 
the  more  peculiarly  demanded,  when  the 
antagonist  position  wMch  it  had  assomed 
towards  the  Government  was  considered. 
What  had  been  Its  conduct  towards  the  Exeo> 
utive,  and  towards  this  House?  Had  it  not 
in  ita  official  aots.  and  throngh  its  friends  and 
advocates  hwe  and  elsewhere,  openly  denounc- 
ed the  chief  Ezeeutive  Ua^strate  as  a  tTrant, 
a  usniper,  and  a  despot— aa  every  thing  but  a 

ftatriot  and  an  honest  man  f  Had  it  not,  by 
tself  and  its  friends,  advocatea,  and  presses,  in 
the  progress  of  the  present  session  of  Congres^ 
called  upon  this  House  to  Join  in  the  hue  and 
cry  against  the  Exeoative,  for  an  alleged 
usurpation  of  power)  When  this  call  wss 
made,  the  bauk  and  its  supporters  and  advo- 
oates  conceded  that  the  institution  was  respMi' 
sible  for  its  acts  to  Congress,  and  the  ftu 
power  of  Congress  over  the  whole  subject  was 
admitted.  The  House  had  proved  to  be  r^rao- 
tory,  and,  by  its  votea,  had  snatained  the 
Executive,  and  in  effect  dedared  the  charge 
of  tuurpation,  tyranny,  and  despotism,  agaiw* 
the  President  was  tenuUtt  as  well  as  /oIm 
clamor,  and  wholly  unfounded ;  and  no  sooner 
was  tlus  done  than  the  bank  and  its  {titsm 
had  come  out  in  hitter  denanciations  against 
the  popular  branch  of  Congress.  Yes,  ax,  tiaB 
House,  the  immediate  representatives  of  the 
people,  the  true  reflectors  (when  its  m<3Dh^ 
truly  represent  their  constituents)  of  the 
popular  will,  had^  since  the  return  of  the  com- 
mittee of  investigation  from  Philadelphia^ 
he  would  presently  show,  been  denoonee^ 
with  the  iVerident  aa  nsurpen  of  pov«* 
which  did  not  belong  to  them.  Were  we  to 
endure  all  thia  fimm  an  institation  vhoes 
strides  for  power  were  not  (mly  rapid  m 
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anogutL  and  yet  be  told  that  we  bad  no  right 
to  exereise  a  power,  expressly  reeerred  to  ns 
by  the  charter,  of  examining  into  the  mal- 
practicea  or  oormpt  oondact  of  its  managers, 
or  looking  into  its  condition  ?  Bnt,  accoraing 
to  the  gentleman,  this  immacolate  and  inoffen- 
rive  Bank  of  the  United  States  most  not  be 
looked  into,  though  the  affairs  of  the  State 
banks  must  be  thoroughly  probed.  Again, 
be  thonght  it  more  peculiarly  proper  to 
eany  the  inquiry  into  the  concerns  of  the 
United  States  Buik.  because  a  committee  of 
the  House,  am>ointed  to  investigate  its  affairs, 
by  a  vote  of  170  members,  had  gone  to  PfaUtk 
defihiA  with  the  very  inquiries  which  were  now 
nmpoaed  to  be  made  into  the  State  bank^  amd 
had  been  insultingly  repniaed. 

The  House,  through  its  committee,  had  called 
tea  the  very  mfonnation  wlUch  the  gentleman 
now  seeks  from  the  State  depont  banks ;  and 
J9L  what  was  the  reply  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States?  When  the  committee  of  this 
House  called,  among  other  things,  for  the 
names  of  the  lawyers  and  solicitors  employed 
by  it,  and  their  indebtedness  to  the  ba^  did 
the  bank  furnish  the  information  I  Did  they 
determine  to  oomply  with  the  call  of  Oongreas 
through  its  committee  I  No.  They  reply,  by 
their  offiisal  organ,  that  OoDgreas  was  not 
anthwiaed  to  d«nand  it  That  a  oamDoittee, 
Bent  to  the  bank  by  Oonoreas  fin-  that  pnrpoea, 
bad  no  power  to  call  for  sneh  Inform^on. 
Would  this  be  denied  ?  If  it  was  so,  then  he 
held  in  his  hands  the  proof. 

[Here  Mr.  P.  read  from  the  documents  ap- 
pended to  the  report  of  the  committee  <tf 
uvestigation  the  following  resolution,  adopted 
by  them  whilst  at  FhiUdclphia,  vix.: 

" JSetolved^Tbat  ^ president,  directors,  and  com- 
pany of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  be  reqanted 
to  furnish  tUs  committee  with  the  psrtioalar  items, 
•  and  the  aggr^ate  oi  all  fees  and  oompensi^on  paid 

doibg  each  jear  to  attorneys,  oonnseUoia,  or  lav- 
yen^  since  tho  estaUlshment  of  the  bank ;  stating 
the  amount  paid  to  eadi  person  employed,  together 
irith  their  reiidence;  the  times,  when  ibe  payments 
were  made,  and  the  particalar  services  rendered  for 
each  charge  pi^d ;  also,  whether  the  same  has  been 
paid  at  the  parent  bank  or  branches,  and  at  vhidi, 
oeirignatiDg  them ;  also,  of  all  snms  paid  as  a  gen- 
eral or  aimual  fee  or  salary  to  oomiseUora  fitr  the 
bank,  specUyiiw  the  names  of  sodi  penous,  the 
amoimt^  and  umea,  and  places  of  payment ;  and, 
also,  whether  such  smns  were  paid  by  the  order,  in 
•acb  case,  of  the  board  of  directors,  or  how  other- 
wise paid ;  desigQating  sadi  soms  as  have  been  paid 
in  cadi,  and  sodi  as  may  hare  been  passed  to  tiie 
eredit  of  such  DenKna  or  o&ets,  In  p«ment  of  any 
debt  or  deMa  due  to  said  baak.*^ 

And  what^  said  Ifr.  waa  the  of 
the  bank  to  this  and  other  calls  made  upon 
them  by  the  committee  for  information  9  Why, 
that  "  the  board  do  not  feel  thaniNltea  at 
tibwty  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the 
resolutions  of  the  committee  of  investigation," 
Ae.  He  would,  he  aidd,  read  a  part  <Ht  the 
bank'a  le^.  It  waa  as  fiulom^  tIz.  : 
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"  Babk  01  TBI  XJums  Statks,  Mm/  8, 1 884. 
**  At  a  spedal  meeting  of  the  boifd,  held  this  day, 
the  fcdlowing  resolution  was,  on  motion,  uoanbnonuy 
adopted: 

"  Retoloei,  That  the  board  do  not  fed  themselTce 
at  liberty  to  comidy  with  the  requirement  of  the 
resolutions  of  the  committee  of  InreetigRtion  of  the 
29th  oltimo  and  Ist  instant,  and  do  not  think  they 
are  bound  to  do  so,  inasmuch  as,  in  respect  to  a  part 
of  the  paperg  called  for,  the  effect  would  be  the  same 
as  the  aorrender  of  their  books  and  papers  to  a  secrei 
and  cc  parU  examinatiui,  iriudi  wiaj  hsTe  alrea^ 
reflned  to  consent  ta" 

Under  aooh  (dronmatanoea,  he  oonld  not 
oonoeiTe  that  he  was  vidating  any  role  of 
order  or  propriety.  In  inriating  tbat^  if  llie 
inquiry  proposed  }sj  the  gentleman  from 
Uassaohusetts  was  to  be  made,  that  it  waa 
equally  due  to  the  country  and  to  Congress  to 
have  such  examination  made  also  into  the 
affairs  and  management  of  the  Institution  in 
which  the  Oovemment  had  not  only  a  lai^ 
interert,  in  addition  to  the  depoats  re- 
maining with  it,  bnt  which  had  resisted  tiie 
authonty  of  the  Hous^  and  was  bidding  tiiem 
defiance. 

He  oonsidered  it  most  unreasonable  to  be 
asked  to  withdraw  the  amendment  calling  for 
it.  He  dunld  hcpe  it  would  be  denned  maeh 
more  reasonable  for  him  to  ask  the  hoDoraUe 
member  from  Hassachusetts  to  modify  Ids 
resolution  by  inserting,  along  with  the  State 
banks,  that  of  the  United  States  Bank. 

He  hoped  that  he  would  not  be  told,  in  objeo* 
tion  to  the  call  proposed  by  hia  amendment,  uiat 
it  was  useless  for  nim  to  press  it,  because  the 
president  and  directors  bad  already  refosed 
the  same  information  when  demanded  by  the 
committee;  and  that  therefore,  they  would 
refuse  that  demanded  by  his  amendment,  liiis 
was  not  a  sufficient  answer,  although  it  was 
not  to  be  denied  that,  from  their  previous 
oomiuct,  such  might  be  the  result,  ^ould  it 
be  BCL  he  derired  tiie  Bouse  should  know  itb 
He  aumtted  that  it  bad  so  arrogantiy  set  itadf 
□p  to  determine  the  whole  pubUo  policy, 
dictate  whether  any  or  what  powers  properly 
belonged  to  the  E^cutive  department  nad  to 
Congress,  that  he  knew  not  where  it  might  be 
said  that  its  claims  were  to  terminate. 

Mr.  P.  flud  he  liad  stated  that  though  the 
bank,  throogh  its  organs  and  advocates,  at  the 
early  periods  of  the  present  session  of  Congress, 
when  we  were  appealed  to  Join  in  damning 
and  putting  down  the  ohief  Executive  Maj^ 
trate,  had  Uvished  unmeasured  praises  upon  us, 
had  conceded  to  us  t^e  power  which  this 
House  afterwards  exerdaeo,  and  had  profess- 
ed a  wHUngnen  to  yield  obedienoe  to  our 
decidoD  upon  the  great  question  which  has 
occupied  BO  much  of  our  time,  that  yet  when 
this  House  had  condemned  the  bank,  and  sus- 
tained the  President,  we  had  ahand  in  ita 
denunciations.  This  he  happened  to  have  it 
in  Us  power  very  bri^y  to  diow.  A  pi{Mr 
had  tlua  monent  beat  handed  to  him  by  a 
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£ntleinaii  near  bim,  which  he  had  read  some 
jB  ago.  The  paper  (the  National  Gazette) 
coDtained  an  article  parportmg  to  be  editorial, 
bat  whieh  bore  on  its  face  evideQce  that  it  was 
the  semi-official,  indeed  it  might  be  regarded 
as  the  official  expose,  issning  froin  0x6  bank 
itoelf — becaose  it  contained  an  extract  of  what 
purported  to  be  a  private  letter,  addressed  bj 
a  private  citizen  to  the  hank,  and  which  conld 
hare  been  procured  from  no  other  source  bnt 
the  bank  itoelf.  From  that  expose  he  begged 
to  read  a  paragraph  or  two,  to  ahow  ita  general 
tone,  and  particnlartj-  what  waa  aaid  of  this 
House.  He  woold  only  fbrther  state  that  it 
i^ears  in  the  paper  oi  the  8d  of  Jnne,  and 
alter  the  report  of  the  committee  of  investiga- 
tion was  made  to  tiiia  House.  Hr.  F.  here 
read  from  the  expose  as  foUows,  viz. : 

"The  House,  it  cannot  be  dinembled,  baa  lost 
mudi  of  the  confidence  of  the  country,  and  has  lost 
it  by  mattention  to  its  own  character.  They  bare 
been  much  too  serrOe — have  permitted  themselves  to 
be  the  dupes  of  political  jugglers.  It  is  a  fact  per- 
fectly notorious  that  a  verj  huge  portion  of  the 
House,  outride  of  the  bar,  a^ncmMge  the  Imprc^ 
conduct  of  the  Execative,  jret  stqi  fbrward  a  few 
feet  and  vote  to  support  the  very  measures  they  dis- 
^>prove.  The  House  ought  to  be  ashamed  of  such 
conduct;  there  are  real^  many  honest  and  well- 
meaning  men  in  that  body,  and  they  ou^t  to  revolt 
at  the  humiliation  to  which  the  kitchen  cabinet  snb- 
jeets  them.  The  present  feeUiw  of  the  country 
towards  the  House  Is  one  of  sarpnse  and  pity.  8ur< 
prise,  that  a  popular  body  should  seem  so  indifferent 
to  popular  rights ;  and  pity,  that  it  ahould  suffer  the 
control  of  tbMe  political  jugglers.  If,  hereufter,  that 
body  should  be  despised,  it  will  only  be  because  it 
has  made  itself  despicable.  If  it  be  treated  with 
contempt,  it  will  be  because  it  is  contemptible." 

Again,  he  said,  this  bank  expose  (for  be  held 
himsdf  justified  in  snppoung  that  it  had  the 
sanction  of  the  bank,  for  garbled  extracts  of 
tiie  private  correspondenoe  the  bank  formed 
m  part  (tf  it)  held  toe  foUowing  language,  which 
he  read,  viz.: 

.  '*Tht  great  contest  now  waging  in  this  country  is 
between  its  free  institutions  and  the  violence  of  a 
vulgar  despotism.  The  Government  fs  turned  into  a 
baneful  faction,  and  the  spirit  of  liberty  contends 
against  it  throughout  the  country.  On  the  one  hand 
is  this  misemble  cabal,  with  all  the  patronage  of  tiie 
Executive ;  on  the  other  the  yet  unbroken  mind  and 
heart  of  the  country,  with  tiie  Senate  and  the  bank ; 
the  House  of  Representatives,  Uthwto  the  instinc- 
tive cham{HOn  of  freedom,  shaken  by  the  intrigues 
of  the  kitchen,  hentates  for  a  time,  but  cannot  &il, 
before  long,  to  break  ita  own  fetters  first,  and  then 
those  of  the  country.  In  that  quarrel,  we  predict, 
they  who  administer  the  bank  will  shrink  from  no 
proper  share  which  the  county  may  assign  to  them ; 
peraonallf  they  moat  be  aa  indUfaent  aa  any  of  their 
mknr-dtueiiB  to  the  rediarter  of  the  bank.  But 
they  will  not  suffer  thansdvea,  nor  the  institution 
Intrusted  to  tiiem,  to  be  the  Instrument  of  private 
wrong  and  public  cubage ;  nor  will  they  omit  any 
effort  to  rescue  the  institutions  of  the  country  from 
behig  txoddm  nndw  foot  by  a  bctiMi  <tf  hiter^ 
lopcn." 


[Jsm^  UN. 

In  the  same  p^>er  the  inquiries  made  by  the 
committee  of  investigation  are  denonnced  as  a 
"  mass  of  arrogance,"  because  tiiey  had  called 
for  certtun  correspondenoe  with  the  bank, 
which  the  bank  reftised  to  fiimish.  The  bank, 
he  said,  in  this  pfq)er,  which  was  evidently 
prepared  under  its  own  direction,  defied  and 
insulted  the  House  of  Representatives.  After 
setting  itself  up  in  opposition  to  the  Oo  verainent, 
assuming  to  construe  the  powers  of  the  Execu- 
tive, and  to  dtspnte  what  anthority  he  shooU 
and  shoold  not  ezerdae,  it  now  abuasB  and 
denonnoes  this  Honse. 

Hr.  J.  Q.  Adaxb  here  intermpted  lb.  Fou; 
and  oalled  on  tiie  member  from  Tennessee  to  stats 
the  evidence  npon  which  he  made  these  diarges. 

Mr.  Polk  held  it  in  his  hand.  It  is,  as  he 
had  already  atated,  what  pnrporta  to  be 
editorial,  but  comes  to  the  public  under  the 
sanction  of  the  bank ;  if  it  was  not  written, 
as  he  b^eved  it  was,  by  the  direction  of  the 
bank  itself.  The  paper  furnishes  intrinno 
evidence  of  ita  authorship ;  for  it  contains  a 
letter  which  could  not  have  been  procured  but 
from  the  bank.  Tea,  sir,  the  bank,  which  was 
so  scrupulous  in  remri  to  private  correspond* 
ence,  had  not  hesitated  to  stsQ  itaelf  of  a 
private  letter,  with  a  Tlew  to  assail  aumbm 
of  this  House. 

Mr.  Adams  begged  to  know  what  proof  h* 
bad  of  this  t 

Mr.  Pole.  The  proof  is  on  the  faoe  of  it :  it 
bears  internal  evidence  that  it  mnst  have  ochds 
from  the  bank.  He  found  In  it,  as  he  had 
already  stated,  an  extract  of  a  letter  addressed 
to  the  bank  by  a  private  citizen,  and  which 
could  not  find  its  way  into  this,  the  haak't 
known  oi^an  in  Philadelphia,  (the  Nati<»ial 
Gazette,)  without  the  knowledge  or  conmranH 
of  the  bank,  or,  indeed,  without  having  beat 
fambhed  by  the  bank.  This  is  a  private  letter 
addressed  to  the  bank  by  a  private  individod 
on  his  private  affairs ;  and  we  thna,  notwith- 
standing the  bank*a  ol^eeta(»i  to  disckise  to 
a  committee  of  the  House,  when  called  inxm 
for  that  purpose,-  the  correspondence  called 
for  toncbing  ita  *'  fair  business  transactions," 
nevertheless  does  not  hesitate  to  blazon  forth, 
under  such  drcumstances,  a  garbled  extract  of 
what  should,  by  ita  profesuons,  be  held  sacred, 
for  the  base  purpose^  he  must  conclude,  of  blast* 
ing  the  character  or  affecting  the  reputation 
of  a  member  of  t^e  committee.  He  would  nov 
read  on,  to  show  the  charactw  of  this  in* 
maonlate  inatitntton. 

llCr.  P.  here  read  some  other  extracts.] 

The  bank,  then,  had  refused  to  answer  the 
calls  for  information  made  by  tiib  Honw 
through  its  committee ;  but  he  supposed  that 
a  fall  answer  would  be  found  in  an  extr>o^ 
dinary  ground  of  defence  for  the  malcondnct 
of  the  bank,  to  be  seen  in  another  docnment, 
(the  report  of  the  minority  of  the  CommitUe 
of  Ways  and  Means  on  the  deposit  qnestion,  st 
the  present  sesdon,)  viz. :  In  relation  to  m 
the  operations  of  the  honk  inolnded  under  th* 
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first  head,  it  most  be  answered  that  whether 
the  bai^  has  been  rif^t  or  wrong,  her  board 
of  director!  assert  tiie  legal  right  to  do  what- 
ever  has  been  done." 

There,  iodeed,  it  was  openly  asserted  that 
the  Erectors  had  foil  right  to  refose  compli- 
ance with  what  the  House  had  so  sdeumlj 
reaolTed  thej  deemed  necessary  to  have  to  aid 
them  in  their  legidative  dnties. 

Mi.  p.,  after  commenting  with  severity  on 
the  general  conduct  of  the  bank,  oonduded  by 
asserting  that  he  had  no  possible  objection  to 
any  inqoiry  that  coald  be  instatuted^  to  ascer- 
tain the  condition  of  the  State  banks ;  but,  if 
the  present  resolution  was  adopted,  he  felt  it 
neoeasary  to  indst  noon  having  tiie  other  In- 
qnixTlnto  the TTnltea  States Bimk  along  with 
n.  He  could  not  think  of  voting  fbr  a  Bomtiny 
of  this  character  into  the  State  banks,  who  had 
already  volontarily  answered  eveiy  call  made 
upon  them  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
fully;  and  were,  he  doubted  not,  willing  to 
answer  any  call  which  Congress  might  choose 
to  mi^e ;  and  yet  not  extend  the  same  call  to 
that  bank,  which  bad,  in  refusing  the  same  in- 
formation to  a  committee,  put  ai  defiance  the 
anthorify  of  the  House,  and  put  at  naught  its 
power.  He  wished  to  see  whether  it  would 
again  refuse  to  answer  the  call,  when  a  similar 
one  was  made,  by  its  friends  upon  tiiis  floor, 
irpon  the  State  banks.  He  did  not  inA  to  evade 
the  investigation  into  the  oonoems  of  the  local 
banks,  but  he  wished  also  to  carry  it  into  the 
aSaxn  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States — an 
institution  whidi  some  regard  as  the  sole 
f^ent  of  the  Government  The  bank  issues 
its  bulletin,  and  declares  that  you  have  no 
power;  that  they  stand  above  your  reach; 
and  you  are  now  requested  modestiy  to 
decline  asking  the  bank  any  more  questions. 
He  Eihrunk  fntm  no  Borutiny  iqto  the  affairs 
of  the  local  banks,  and  bad  no  objection  to  the 
object  of  the  resolution  of  the  gentieman  from 
Massachusetts. 

The  resolation  was  fhrther  debated  by  Mr. 
'Watxi,  bnt  before  he  had  condnded  the  boor 
devoted  to  morning  bnriness  expired. 

llr.  Cult  called  for  the  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  MiiJ^  thereupon  rose  and  moved  a 
snspension  of  the  rule,  to  enable  the  House  to 
dispose  of  the  resolntion. 

The  House  having  refused  to  inq>end  the 
mile,  tibe  snl^eot  staiMs  over. 

Ths  Semtnal  of  fh»  Dtpotitt—T^  Too  Joint 
Stsolutiotu  (Mr  Clay*i)from  thd  Senate. 

The  following  joint  resolotioa  from  the  Sen- 
ate coming  up  in  its  order : 

Jleulvtd,  iJu  Senatt  and  Sotm  of  Jt«pr»at/tltt- 
Hvet  of  the  Unittd  Btata  of  Ammta  in  Cimgru* 
amnmtid.  That  the  ressons  commonicaied  by  the 
Secretory  of  the  Treisory  in  bis  report  to  Congress 
of  the  4th  of  December,  1838,  for  the  removal  of 
the  deposits  of  the  money  of  the  Uoited  States  from 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Btstes  and  its  tmtnches,  we 
fasolBdsnt  and  TOsstirfMtory. 


^  or  B. 

Mr.  FoiK  moved  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table.  ■ 
Ifr.  Wasekt  B.  Datu  .rose  to  ask  the  hon- 
orable member  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Folk,) 
whether  the  oUect  of  his  motion  was  to  die- 
pose  of  this  subject  finally,  or  merely  to  have 
it  laid  on  the  table  for  the  present  f 

Mr.  Folk  declined  answering.  The  question 
before  the  House  was  not,  be  presumed, 
debatable ;  and  it  was  for  the  House  to  say 
what  the  final  disporition  of  the  resolution 
should  be. 

Mr.  Chilton  said  he  rose  to  propound  ao 
inquiry  to  the  honorable  member. 

Mr.  Folk  said  he  most  object  to  this ;  and 
rose  to  a  question  of  order,  whether  it  was  in 
order  to  propoond  inqoiriea  on  s  qnestitn  not 
debatable! 

The  Sfbaxib  intimated  that,  although  the 
qnestion  was  not  debatable,  the  honorable  mem- 
ber had  a  right  to  pn^Mond  an  inquiry  iimpfy. 

Mr.  Ohiltoh  thai  made  a  ftw  remaru; 
upon  which, 

Mr.  Polk  rose  in  objection,  and  made  a 
point  of  order  thereon ;  npon  which, 

Mr.  Dekut  rose,  not,  he  sud,  to  propound 
an  inquiry  to  the  honorable  member  from 
Tennessee,  who  appeared  so  sensitive,  but  to 
ask  the  Speaker  whether,  if  a  m^ority  should 
now  decide  to  lay  the  snttJect  on  the  table,  it 
was  competent,  during  the  rest  of  the  sesutm, 
for  a  nu^Jority  to  take  it  up  wain  % 

The  BnUKEB  replying  in  the  affirmative— 

The  question  on  the  motion  was  then  pat, 
and  decided  by — yeas  114,  nays  101. 

So  the  Bud  joint  resolation  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Settaration  of  the  Depoeite. 
The  following  joint  resolution  from  the  Sen- 
ate then  coming  up,  viz. ; 

Jtetotved,  That  all  depc»ito  of  the  money  of  the 
United  States  which  may  accrue  or  be  received  on 
and  after  the  Ist  day  of  July,  1884,  shall  be  made 
with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  ita  branchea, 
in  conformity  with  ttie  provisions  of  die  act  entitle^ 
"  An  act  to  taoarpinate  the  subsctlbwa  to  the  Bank 
of  tiie  United  States,"  ^)proved  die  10th  of  April, 
181«— 

Mr.  Folk  moved  that  this  resolntion  also 
should  he  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Ohiltoit  oalled  for  the  yeas  and  n^rs ; 
which  having  been  ordered — 

The  qoMtUHi  upon  the  motion  to  lay  it  <ni 
the  table  was  pot,  and  decided  as  foUowii— • 
118  to  98: 

Tkis. — ^Messrs.  John  Adams,  William  Allen,  An- 
thony, Bean,  Beardsley,  Beaumont,  Blair,  Bockee, 
Bodle,  Boon,  Booldin,  Brown,  Boiudt,  Bums,  By. 
nmn,  Cambreleng,  Cannidiael,  Carr,  Casey,  Chanay, 
Chiim,  Samuel  Clark,  Clay,  Coffee,  Connor,  Ooolter, 
Cramer,  Day,  Philemon  Dickerson,  David  W.  Dlck- 
inson,  Dtmlap,  Feider,  Forester,  Fowler,  W,  K. 
Fuller,  Gholson,  GiUet,  Gilmer,  Joseph  UaU,  Hslsey, 
Hamer,  Joseph  H.  Harper,  Harrison,  Hathaway. 
Hswldns,  Hawes,  Baodetson,  HowelL  Hubbard,  JUd 
Huntington,  Inge,  Jarrls,  Bidiard  JL  Jirfmson,  Ke»- 
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dull  Jobiuon,  CaTO  Johnaon,  Sealmii  JonesL  Beqjar- 
min  Jones,  Earanufa,  Ktnnard,  Lane,  Iiuisii%  La- 

E>rt«,  Luke  Lea,  Thos.  Lee,  Leavitt,  Loyal,  L7011, 
Ttle,  Abijah  Ifano,  Jod  K.  Hann,  Hardis,  Hoses 
Hason,  Hdbtire,  UcEa;,  HcEim,  HcEinley,  KcLene, 
HcTean,  MiUer,  Hem?  Mitchell,  Bobert  Mitchell, 
HuUenbers,  Xurpt^,  Oqgood,  Page,  Pa^  Parker, 
Patton,  Pattemm,  Dotee  J.  Fesrce,  Peyton,  Fiank- 
Un  Fierce,  Pierson,  Plnnuner,  Polk,  Pope,  Schenck, 
Schley,  ^nn,  Charles  Blade,  Smith,  %>eight,  Stande- 
fer,  Stoddert,  Sutherland,  William  Taylor,  Frands 
Thomas,  Thomson,  Tnrrill,  Yandeipoel,  Yan  Houten, 
Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwdl,  Wayne,  Webster,  What- 
hm,  Campbell  F.  White— 118. 

NaTs. — Measts.  John  Quincy  Adsms,  Hemati 
Allen,  John  J.  Allen,  C.  Allan,  Archer,  Ashley, 
Banks,  Barber,  Bamitz,  Baninger,  Baylies,  Beaty, 
James  H.  Bell,  Binney,  Briggs,  Bull,  Bard,  Buntes, 
Cage,  Gampbdl,  Chambers,  Chilton,  Choate,  Wm. 
Clu-lc,  Clayton,  Oovney,  Corwin,  Crane,  Crockett, 
Darlington,  Warren  R.  DaTla,  Deberry,  Deni^, 
Dickson,  Dnueao,  Brans,  Ediraid  Everett,  Horace 
ETeiett,  Swioft  FiUmore,  Ftetor,  PhUo  C  Fuller, 
INiUon,  Gamble,  Oariand,  Oordoo,  Goriiam,  Graham, 
Grayson,  Qrenneli,  GrifllD.  Hiland  Hall,  Bard,  Har- 
din, James  Harper,  Haxeltine,  Heath,  Heister,  Jabez 
W.  Huntioffton,  Jadcson,  William  Cost  Johnson, 
Yiog,  Imj,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Love,  Hartindale,  Mar- 
Aal^McC^r^HcComas,  ICcEennan,  Hercer,  HiiU- 
gsn,  Koore,  nu^ner,  Fotia,  Bamsay,  Reed,  Ben- 
dwr,  Sdden,  Angnsdne  H.  Sbepperd,  William  Slade, 
SkMne,  8pau;ler,  Steele,  Stewart,  Philemon  Thomas, 
Tompkins,  Turner,  Tweedy,  Yance,  Yinton,  Edward 
D.  White,  Frederick  WhitUesey,  EUsha  Whittlraey, 
Williams,  Wise,  Toung— 98. 

80  this  reeolntlm  was  also  ordered  to  lie  upon 
the  table. 


Satobdat,  Jane  14. 
Gold  Coin  SUl~OmvBtitm  ofBrrtmminM  Btamd- 
ard. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitb,  of  New  Torfc,  the 
committee  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill 
"regulating  tiie  valne  of  certain  gcdd  ooius 
witSn  the  United  States." 

Mr.  Bimnz  e^ressed  his  axmayti  of  to 
nraob  of  its  provi^onaaa  went  to  fix  the  relatiTe 
Tfllne  of  gold  and  silTer ;  but  as  strongly  dis- 
sented fh}m  the  rem^ninx  features  of  the  bill 
In  relation  to  the  fractional  coins  of  tiie  eagle 
and  the  dollars.  These  the  hill  proposed  to 
debase  by  too  large  a  portion  of  alloy,  thereby 
giving  the  conntry  a  base  cnrrenoy  in  part  He 
connaered  it  qaite  too  late  in  the  session  to 
enter  on  the  discnssion  of  the  delicate  and  diffi- 
oolt  questions  inrolTed  in  this  part  of  the  sob- 
ject  The  opinions  of  the  late  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  and  of  the  director 
of  the  mint,  were  all  decidedly  opposed  to  the 
policy  of  debasing  the  correnoy.  He  admitted 
that  there  was  an  able  report  in  its  finTor ;  but 
he  ooald  not  assent  to  its  policy. 

Mr.  Warn  biiefly  explained.  This  part  of 
the  bill  went  on  tlie  principle  ctf  allowing  to  the 
GoTemment  a  seigniorage  to  cover  the  expense  of 
coining.  He  denied  tiiat  it  was  debasing  the  onr- 
renoy.  IhelogaltenderwasrestiictedtolOdol- 


[JpiiE,lB5t. 

lara,  and  the  piindple  involved  diflbred  in  ncth- 
ing  from  the  conventional  value  of  a  bank  note. 

Mr.  SiLDEN  agreed  to  the  views  expressed 
by  Mr.  BimncT,  bnt  hoped  the  bill  would  be 
carried  into  the  House,  and  discnssed  there. 

Mr.  BiNKXT,  assenting  to  tlds  oonrse,  with« 
drew  an  amendment  he  had  prepared  and  pro- 
posed to  the  committee. 


Fbidat,  June  SO. 
Looal  Sank  Begulatim  DfpotU  BiU. 

The  Honse  tot^  np  the  bill  regnlating  the 
depodts  of  the  money  of  the  United  States  in 
certain  local  banks. 

The  bin  having  beoi  read,  Mr.  Pole  addrsss- 
edtiieHoose. 

Mr.  Speaker :  The  bill  apon  yonr  table  has 
been  prepared  and  broaght  forward  by  the 
Comnuttee  of  Ways  and  Means,  in  accoi^ance 
with  the  prindples  understood  to  be  settled  by 
the  resolution  of  the  House,  which  affirmed 
"  that  the  State  bsnks  ought  to  be  contiDued 
as  the  place  of  deposit  of  t£e  public  money,  and 
that  it  IS  expedient  for  Oongress  to  make  fbrther 
provision  by  law,  prescribing  the  mode  of  seleo- 
tion,  the  securities  to  be  takeOf  and  the  maimer 
and  terms  on  which  they  are  to  be  emj^oyed." 

The  loll  la  deigned,  so  &r  as  l^^islatiTe  pro- 
vidons  are  deemed  proper,  to  carry  that  reso- 
lution into  effbct 

In  the  report  of  the  Oommittee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  submitted  to  the  House  upon  a  forma 
day  of  the  session,  and  which  concluded  witii 
this,  among  other  resdntions,  which  were 
afterwards  concurred  in  by  the  vote  of  the 
House,  the  committee  state  that  "  According 
to  the  law,  as  it  Jiow  stands,  the  duty  of  se]ec^ 
ing  the  baiike,  and  of  prescribing  the  secniities 
to  be  taken,  is  devolved  upon  the  Seioetsry 
of  ^e  Treasury  under  the  supervision  of  the 
I^^dent  This  power  has  oeen  hovtofore 
exercised  by  the  head  of  the  IVeasoiy  Depart- 
ment, and  in  a  manner  advantageous  to  the 
puUio ;  and  it  is  not  doubted,  if  the  law  should 
oontinne  unchanged,  that  it  may  and  will  con- 
tinue to  be  BO  exercised  by  the  head  of  that 
Department;  ^et  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee that  discretionary  power  should  never 
be  given,  in  any  case,  to  any  officer  of  the 
Oorranment,  where  it  can  be  regulated  and  de- 
fined bylaw.  They  think  that  itwonldbem(»« 
consistent  with  the  principles  of  our  Govern- 
ment far  Oongress  to  r^^ulate,  by  law,  ths 
mode  of  selecting  the  fiscal  agents,  the  seouri- 
ties  proper  to  be  taken,  the  duties  they  shall  be 
required  to  perform,  and^  terms  on  which  tliej 
ahall  be  employed." 

The  opimon,  here  expressed,  of  the  aotoal 
powers  of  the  Executive,  under  tne  existing  Uw, 
was  founded  not  only  upon  a  oareftil  examina- 
tion of  the  law  itseU^  but  upon  the  oonstrao- 
tion  given  to  it,  the  uniform  aogniescenoe  in 
that  construction,  and  the  practice  under  it, 
fVom  the  earliest  periods  of  the  Govenmienl^ 
and  nmningthrough  every  administration,  down 
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to  the  present  time.  Bat  we  are  here  met  at 
the  threshold,  and  told,  if  this  be  so,  wbj  l^s- 
late  the  sntjectl  "If  it  is  all  verj  well 
u  it  18,  why  should  tfawe  be  aii7  l^slatioQ 
about  itt "  In  the  oonne  ct  a  former  debate 
■mon  tiliB  aaljeot  the  aame  gentlanan  (Mr. 
WnsK)  &m  expressed  himaelf : 

"  Bnt  it  has  been  Mid,  and  will  be  Sidd,  tiie  iiHme7 
of  the  nation  is  fai  the  selected  banks — it  will  do  no 
sood  to  remoTe  it — will  yoa  not  proTide  for  its  safe- 
ke^ing  there  t  I  answer,  franUy,  No  t  I  will  not 
confle<9«t6  nsorpation  by  law.  They  have  seiied 
upon  the  TreasUTy.  Unless  we,  its  constitational 
guardians,  can  restore  It  to  its  aa/e  and  firoper  de- 
positoty,  let  them  keep  It  tQI  they  can  be  unpeadied. 
If  tyranny  will  not  rouse  the  people,  ruin  will." 

It  is  here  distinotly  arowed,  in  anticipation 
that  such  a  measure  as  this  voold  probably  be 
Imagbt  forward,  that  it  was  to  be  opposed. 
Lideed,  there  Is  Teason  to  doubt  whether  tSiere 
be  any-  measare  oonneoted  with  the  revenue, 
abort  of  the  recharter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Btates,  or  tending  ultimately  to  prodaoe  its  re- 
charter,  which  can  receive  the  sapport  of  a 
part  of  this  House. 

The  minority  of  the  Oommittoe  of  Ways  and 
Means,  in  their  oonnter  report  apon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  deporits.  maintain  that,  '*  if  the  pres- 
ent bank  is  not  to  be  reobartered,  something  to 
regolate  the  currency  must  be  provided  in  Its 
place.  The  plan  of  the  Secretary  gives  over  the 
regulation  to  State  bank^  which  will  themselves 
be  prcanoters  oi  tbe  dtswder.  The  country 
requires  something  that  wiU  regulate  t^e  State 
banks."  That  "State  banks  and  their  opera- 
tions are  to  be  oontrdled  and  not  the  contr^Ung 
power,  in  the  execution  of  snoh  a  design." 

Now,  nr,  I  affirm  that  there  is  no  pownr 
f^rm  to  Oongress,  by  the  constitution,  to  create 
snoh  a  regulator.  I  am  not  about  to  go  at 
large  into  the  question  of  the  power  of  Con- 
gress, under  the  constitntion,  to  create  a  bank. 
The  power,  I  will,  however,  say,  is  maintained 
by  its  advocates,  upon  the  exclusive  ground 
that  a  bank  is  necessary  as  a  Gkivenunent  agent 
in  the  execution  of  some  express  power.  The 
power  has  never  been  placed,  even  by  the 
boldest  of  its  advocate^  upcm  tne  gronnd  that 
such  an  insUtntion  was  neoesssry  to  regulate 
and  control  the  paper  currency  of  the  States. 
This  startling  doctrme  is  now,  it  is  believed,  for 
the  first  time  assumed  in  an  official  paper  ema- 
natiiwfrnn  and  having  the  sanction  of  aminor- 
ify  of  a  committee  of  this  House.  What  are 
the  powers  of  Congress  in  regard  to  the  cur- 
rency f  Congress  may  '*  coin  money  and  r^n- 
late  the  value  thereof; "  but  this  they  do  by 
fixing  by  law  the  value  of  gold  and  ^ver  coin ; 
and  this  power  is  executed  by  the  mint,  and 
not  by  f^e  bank.  The  argument  is,  that  a 
national  bank  is  neoesSBiy  as  a  revalatw  (tf  the 
p^r  currency  of  the  States,  a  this  be  ao^ 
then  Congress  have  conferred  upon  a  corpora- 
tion its  own  creation,  a  power  wMofa  they  do 
not  themselves  possess.  Omgress  possess  no 
power,  either  express  w  fmphed,  to  create  aa 

You  m-^ 
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agent  to  regulate  the  paper  currency  of  the 
States.  It  is  a  power  and  a  check  thrown  over 
the  States,  wholly  unknown  to  the  constitu- 
tion. To  create  an  arbitrary  regulator  oi 
paper  aawDiay,  without  a  eompetitor,  which 
may  contract  or  expand  its  issues  .at  pleasnre, 
is  to  put  in  its  power  &e  reguli^m  of  tiie 
mcmey  price  of  the  whole  property  of  the  coun- 
try. By  contracting  its  iwues  it  makes  money 
Bosrae,  and,  in  pnnwrticm  to  its  scaroify,  m 
more  valuable,  and  thus  reduces  the  money 
price  of  property.  By  expanding  its  business 
it  makes  money  abundant,  and  raises  the  price 
of  property.  A  regulator,  without  any  power 
reserved  anywhere  to  che<^  or  control  it,  might 
subject  the  propertj^of  every  individnal  to  sud- 
den, great,  and  ruinous  deprecuation.  Is  it 
safe  to  oommit  the  value  of  the  whole  proper^ 
of  Che  country  to  the  finotuatlons  in  price  whica 
such  a  regulator,  in  the  form  of  an  irre^ionriUe 
corporation,  may  and  certainly  would  produoe  I 
We  have  it  from  high  authority,  the  president 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  himself 
that  the  State  banks  exist  by  the  forbearance 
of  tibe  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
*'  there  are  very  few  State  banks  which  might 
not  have  been  destroyed  by  the  exertion  of  the 
power  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States." 
Ought  such  a  power  of  destruction  to  be  granted 
to  any  corporation  t  Was  such  a  power  deemed  to 
be  necessary  by  the  framers  of  the  constitution  f 

In  the  memorial  of  the  bank  for  a  renewal  <^ 
its  charter,  presmted  to  Cbngress  December  18; 
1810,  the  ssme  oUeetions  were  urged  against 
the  employment  of  State  banks  that  are  now 
heard  from  those  who  advocate  the  reciiartnr 
of  the  present  bank. 

But  this  argument  of  the  bank  did  not  con- 
vince the  0<Higress  of  1810,  and  the  recharter 
was  refued. 

In  a  report  made  to  Congress  by  Mr.  Gal- 
latin, then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the 
10th  of  January,  1811,  upon  the  subject  of  the 
recharter  of  the  old  bank,  it  is  expressly  conced- 
ed that  a  national  bank  is  not  indiiE^nsable, 
either  as  a  government  agent  or  as  a  regulator 
of  currency.  In  tbat  report  It  is  ftartlMrmore 
expressly  admitted  that  "  State  banks  mxy  be 
used  "  as  Qovemment  agents,  "  withoot  any  Inp 
Buperable  difficulty."  "Die  report  states:  "That 
the  publio  moneys  are  safer  by  being  we^cly 
deposited  in  banks,  instead  of  accnmtuating  In 
the  hands  of  coUectors,  is  self-evident.  Andtheir 
transmission,  whenever  this  may  be  wanted, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  payments  in  other 
places  than  those  of  collection,  cannot,  with  any 
convenience,  be  effected  on  a  lai^  scale,  in  an 
extensive  country,  except  through  the  medium 
of  banks,  or  of  persons  actioir  as  bonkers,  llie 
question,  therrabre,  is.  wheuier  a  bonk  incor- 
porated by  the  United  States,  or  a  number  of 
tMunks  incnpwated  by  the  several  StatM.  be 
most  convenient  for  those  purposes,  ^te 
banks  may  be  used,  and  most,  in  case  of  a  non- 
renewal the  charter,  be  used  by  the  IVms- 
nry.  Fnparatory  arrangements  have  already 
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'bMii  Biad»  to  that  tSbeL  and  it  it  believed  that 
tiMorAnaiybiuiiiMiwinbetmuteted,  throagh 
tfrtlr  BMdinin,  with  leas  eonTenienee,  and  in 
■ome  n^eota,  with  perht^  le»  safety  than  at 
traent,  bnt  without  aay  iDanperable  difflonl- 
tyy  "It;  indeed,  th«  Bank  of  the  United 
Stataa  ooold  be  removed  without  affeotioff  either 
its  oamerons  debtors^  the  other  moneyed  iosti- 
tationi,  or  the  cironlation  of  the  oonatry,  the 
ordhuury  fiaoal  operations  of  Qovemment  would 
not  ba  Uftterlallj  deranged,  and  might  be  car- 
ried on  bj  meaaa  of  another  general  bank,  or 
of  State  banks.  Bat  the  traoaitioa  will  be  at- 
tflsid«d  with  mnok  iodividoal,  and  probably 
irith  no  ineoDddenUe  public  inioiT.  Itisim* 
poariUe  that  an  imUtotton  which  drcnlates 
tIkirtMn  milUoDB  of  d(dlar&  and  to  whom  the 
BierdiantB  owe  fourteen,  should  terminate  its 
flpttfationa,  particularly  in  tha  present  nnfavor- 
wto  Btate  of  the  American  commerce,  and  after 
the  great  losses  lately  experienced  abroad,  with- 
out ^vlng  a  serious  shook  to  commercial,  bank- 
ing, and  natioDal  credit" 

State  hanks,  then,  were  not  regarded  by  Hr. 
Gidlatin  aa  incapable  of  doing  ihe  public  bosi- 
neis;  and  I  undertake  to  a&m,  and  to  prove, 
that  Avy  were  not  so  regarded  even  by  the  Oon- 
gema  of  1810,  by  whioh  die  charter  to  the  pres- 
oit  bank  waa  aranted.  It  ia  clear,  fivm  that 
charter  itself;  that  State  books  were  looked  to 
aa  depositories  of  tiie  paUio  money,  and  were 
oonaidered  competent  to  perfbrm  um  duties  of 
flsoal  agents  of  Government.  By  the  14th  gen- 
eral regoladon  of  the  11th  seotion  of  that  char- 
ter. It  will  be  found  that  Congress  reserved  to 
itself  no  power  to  require  ttie  establishment  of 
any  branch  of  that  bank  in  any  of  the  States. 
They  might  by  law  require  the  establishment  of 
a  bnmch  within  the  District  of  Columbia.  If 
the  bank  bad  failed  or  refosed  to  establiali  any 
other  branch  in  any  other  place,  can  it  be  main- 
tained  that  the  Govermnent  would  have  been 
oniqielled  to  make  the  whole  dqw^t  (tf  its 
Tereme,  eoUected  aa  it  ia  i^ao  many  p<Anta  dia- 
tint  frmn  each  other,  eitho-  in  the  principal  bank 
it  iniiladelphia,  or  its  branch  in  WasUogtont 
Had  no  other  branch  been  estabtiafaed,  would 
these  have  been  the  oniy  proper  depositories  f 
The  same  article  of  the  bank  charter,  it  ia  true, 
provides  that  Congress  may  by  law  require  the 
establishment  of  a  branch  *'ia  any  State  in 
whioh  two  thousand  shares  shall  have  been 
tubsoribed  or  may  be  held,  whenever,  upon  ^ 
plication  of  the  Le^slature  of  such  State,"  they 
m^  Iw  requested  to  do  so.  Before  Congress  can 
paas  a  law  requiring  the  establishment  of  a 
brandi  In  any  Stat^  two  oontingewdea  mnet 
ha|meo :  first,  two  thonsand  sliarea  of  die  stock 
of  tne  bank  mnst  be  held  b^  citizens  of  such 
State;  and,  secondly,  application  must  be  made 
to  Congress  by  the  Legislature  of  such  State, 
requesting  Ctrngress  to  pass  a  law  for  that  pur- 
pose. If  both  of  these  oontingenoies  shall  not 
happen,  Oongresa  cannot  require  the  establish- 
ment tnx^  branch.  But  to  show  the  more 
deariythst  the  cm^iTmeDt  of  State  banks  was 


contemplated  and  kxriked  to  by  tiie  frimsn  «f 
that  charter,  tlie  same  arlide  ftarther  [voTidss 
that  '*it  shall  be  lawfbl  for  the  dtr«ctor«  of  the 
said  corporation,  from  time  to  tame,  to  employ 
any  other  bank  or  banks,  to  be  first  apftvnd. 
by  the  Secretary  of  tiie  Treasury,  at  any  ]daee 
or  places  that  thay  may  deem  aafe  and  premier, 
to  manage  and  transact  the  basineas  projposed 
osaforenid,  othw  than  the  purposes  of  di»* 
count,  to  be  managed  and  tranasicted  by  such 
officers,  under  such  agreements,  and  subject  to 
such  rwalations,  as  uiey  stiall  deem  just  aoA 
proper.'*  But  thou^  lawftil  tlwa  to  unplcgr 
State  bank&  yet  no  poww  ia  reserved  wherein 
to  compel  the  Bank  of  the  United  Antes  to  do 
so.  If  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  had  fail- 
ed, or  refused,  either  to  establish  branolM&  w 
to  employ  the  State  banks  selected  and  "first 
approved  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,** 
would  the  Secretary  have  been  oompelled  to 
keep  the  whole  public  treasure  at  Fhiladdphia 
and  Washbgtou  t  Would  not  the  puUio  Codtoi- 
ienoe  have  required  the  selection,  by  the  head 
of  the  Treasury  Department,  (tf  State  banks,  as 
the  depositories  and  agents  of  the  Tieanuyl 
This  had  always  been  done,  before  that  period, 
by  the  head  of  that  Department  State  banks 
were  at  that  time,  and  had  been  from  the  eariiest 
periods  of  the  Oovemment,  employed  as  sonh 
depodtoriee  and  agents,  was  u  intended  to 
limit  the  power  of  the  Treasury  to  oontlniie 
enqiloymeut,  or  to  change  the  praotioe  I  Indeed^ 
by  the  16th  nection  of  the  Bank  charter,  the 
money  of  the  United  States  is  to  be  deponted 
only  "  in  places  in  which  the  said  bank  and 
braucbea  thereof  may  be  eatabtiahed."  In 
places  where  there  was  no  bank  or  branches, 
the  State  banks  were  neceasarily  to  be  employ- 
ed, and  they  have  been  ever  nnoe,  as  well  aa 
before  the  date  of  that  charter,  ao  nnidoyed. 
Since  the  date  of  that  charter,  numerous  State 
banka  have  been  oonatantly  em0(qredas  draos- 
itnles  in  [daoes  where  no  bmudi  of  the  United 
States  Bank  was  establUied ;  and  in  some  in- 
stances, in  plaoes  in  which  such  branches  exist- 
ed ;  and  this  without  oltJeotion  teom  the  bank, 
or  any  otlier  quarter,  until  recently.  Theae 
provisions  of  the  bank  charter,  to  which  I  have 
called  the  attention  of  the  House,  distinctly 
recogniziug,  as  they  do,  the  onployment  <tf 
State  banb,  prove,  1st  That  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  is  not  the  Treasury  1  3d.  That 
it  in  not  the  only  legal  or  proper  depository  of 
the  public  money ;  and,  8d.  That,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Congress  of  1816,  State  banks  were 
to  continue  to  be  employed ;  that  they  contem- 
plated their  emplt^ent  hj  the  T^esMry ;  and 
that  even  the  anthora  of  the  bank  diarter  than- 
selves  regarded  them  as  competent  fiscal  agents, 
able  to  perform,  as  th^  had  in  fiwt  b^bre  that 
time  performed,  all  the  duties  and  services  re- 
quired by  the  Government 

The  argument,  then,  so  much  relied  upon  to 
prove  the  incompetency  of  the  State  banks,  and 
the  neoesuty  for  a  natiMial  institotioB,  as  a 
OovenuneiiA  agent  nd  lagnlntor  oarrawigr | 
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nana  to  be  not  onl  j  wiUiont  Jnst  fonndalioD,  bat 
to  be  wholly  disproved,  both  hj  the  aathoritiea 
cited  aud  the  practice  of  the  GoTemment  from 
the  date  of  its  organication.  I  hesitate  not  to 
affirm  that  the  State  btnka,  If  banka  are  to  be 
employed  inidd  of  the  Trnnry  In  tfie  colleo- 
titm  and  dbbarsemeDt  of  the  pnblio  revenoe, 
are  aa  ocwpetent  aa  any  nationd  inatitotion 
can  be.  The  anpposed  neces^ty  for  a  national 
insUtation  to  penonn  the  double  ftmctioD  of 

Eablio  agent  and  r^olator  of  tbe  ctirren<^,  be- 
ig  muastuned  npon  any  principles  of  sound 
reasoning  or  constitntional  eonstnictioD,  can 
eonstitate  no  solid  objection  to  the  proposed 
employment  of  other  banks,  or  to  regalations 
by  law,  "  prescribing  die  mode  of  seleotion,  the 
■eoariues  to  be  taken,  and  the  manner  and 
terms  on  which  they  are  to  be  employed. 

I  shall  briefly  call  the  attention  of  the  Honae 
to  the  details  of  thia  bilL  The  Mil  providoL 
lat  "The  mode  of  aeleotioo;"  2d.  "The 
seooritiea  proper  to  be  taken and,  Sd.  "  The 
manner  and  terms  on  which  they  are  to  be 
employed."  By  the  existing  law,  tiie  Secretary 
of  tiie  Treasnry  possesses  the  power  to  select 
the  banks  of  depout,  to  prescribe  the  terms 
and  conditions  of  their  employment,  and  to 
discontinue  at  pleasore.  The  bill  ooatinnes 
the  power  of  making  the  selections  in  the  first 
instance  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry,  npon 
certain  terms  and  conditions  pre«:ribea,  ont 
when  onoe  selected,  he  is,  by  the  9th  section, 
expressly  jHrohibited  from  disocmtinoiag  any 
sDoh  bank  as  a  deporat<H7,  "  so  long  aa  sud 
bank  shall  oontinne  to  do  and  perform  the 
aereral  datlea  and  servioea  reaoired  to  be  per- 
ffflrmed  "  by  the  biU,  and  "  so  umg  as  sud  bank 
diall  continue  to  be  in  all  re^rocts  a  safe 
deporitory  of  the  pnblto  money,"  It  is  only 
for  failure  or  refusal,  on  the  part  of  any  bank 
of  deposit  to  perform  the  duties  and  services 
prescribed  and  stipulated  to  be  performed,  or 
that  it  shall  have  so  extended  or  conducted 
its  business  as  to  render  it  an  unsafe  deposi- 
tory, that  the  public  moneys  which  it  may 
hold  on  depouts  are  to  be  removed.  And  if 
Congress  be  In  ses^n,  it  cannot  even  then  be 
discontinued  without  the  "  qmrobation  of  Con- 
aress  previously  obbuned.**  In  the  recees  of 
Qongrea^  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is 
authorized  to  remove  the  public  moneys  for 
the  causes  only  already  stated,  and  in  that 
case  ia  required  to  "  report  to  Congress,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  next  session,  the  facts 
and  reasonB  which  have  induced  such  discon- 
tumance.**  By  another  provision  in  the  bill, 
the  power  is  expressly  reserved  to  Congress  at 
any  time  to  pass  a  "law  for  the  removiu  of  the 

Kblio  money  from  any  of  the  sMd  banks." 
le  power  reserved  to  Oongress  to  remove  is 
abfluate.  Oop0esB  taaj  by  law  order  a  dis- 
continnanoe  of  ai^  of  the  aeleoted  banka  as 
depodtorie^  at  its  mere  "will.  The  Secretary, 
by  the  proTWona  of  the  bill,  possesses  no  such 
power.  He  can  only  remove  the  public 
money  from  their  keeping  far  the  cansea 


specified  In  the  bill,  and  which  have  been 
already  stated.  So  Icuig,  therefore,  as  uiy  bank 
selected  as  a  depository  shall  perform  the 
Btipnla^cms  of  its  oontraot  aud  sbul  remain  in 
a  safo  condition,  it  will  hold  the  pnblio  motof 
oa  d^oiBt,  not  at  the  pleaaarc  of  the  £xee- 
ntive,  but  independent  ot  him.  Nether  tiw 
orifpnal  selection,  nor  the  continued  em{doy- 
ment  of  these  banks  by  the  Treasury,  unur 
such  circumstanoes  as  the  biU  providea,  can  hj 
possibility  be  used  as  a  GoTemment  patnaage, 
to  control  or  in  any  degree  <Hf!^M^>^  tiiem  u 
their  operations. 

The  power  <^  making  the  original  aelectiona 
was  continued  in  the  head  of  the  Trt^saty 
Department— first,  because  the  general  manage- 
ment of  the  finances,  and  the  ufe-keeping  and 
disbursement  of  the  public  money  according 
to  law,  appropriately  belonn  to  that  officer, 
and  have  always  been  confided  to  him ;  and, 
secondly,  becaose  the  selections  ooold  be  mado 
by  him  aa  eonvailentiy,  and  wi&  aa  mudi 
safety  to  the  pnblio,  as  regarda  the  securily  of 
public  money,  aa  by  any  other  officer.  It  is 
true  that  Cooeress  might,  by  law,  detignato 
the  banks  in  which  the  pnblio  moneys  shall  be 
kept.  And  the  committee  who  prepared  this 
bill,  in  their  report,  stato  that  "  there  oonld  be 
no  objection  to  that  mode,  provided  it  be 
deemed-  practicable  to  make  the  selections  in 
such  manner  as  to  protect  and  preserve  the 
public  funds  to  be  deposited  therem."  It  was 
believed,  however,  that  CoDgresa,  from  its 
nombera  and  on;anization,  ocmld  not  ao  con- 
veniently ascertain  the  condition  and  safety  of 
the  banka  to  be  seteoted  aa  the  prindiHd  offiow 
of  the  Government  Another  aoggwtion  has 
been  made,  and  that  is,  that  all  the  banka  at 
the  point  or  place  where  the  revenue  may  be 
received,  and  which  may  be  fonnd  to  be  in  a 
safe  condition,  shall  be  employed  in  proportion 
to  their  respective  of^ital.  The  objeotioo  to 
this  plan  is,  that  it  wotdd  too  much  diqmw 
the  public  funds,  produce  unnecessary  cran- 
plication  in  the  accounts  of  the  Treasury,  and 
some  inoonvenience  in  making  disbursements, 
eq>edally  of  lai^  amonnta,  for  the  pubUo 
service.  The  plan  adc^ted  by  the  tnlT 
tinnes  to  the  Secretary  of  toe  Tnmarj  the 
power  of  making  the  aelectiona  with  the 
restrictions  over  nia  power  of  disoontinuanoe 
already  stated.  He  u  to  select  "  such  of  the 
banks,  incorporated  by  the  aeveral  States,  as 
may  be  located  at  or  convenient  to  the  pgints 
or  places  at  which  the  revenues  may  be 
collected and  at  the  principal  points  of  col- 
lection, In  the  principal  cities,  where  lai^ 
amounts  are  received,  ne  is  required  to  select 
at  least  two  banks,  provided  that  tiiey  be,  "  in 
his  opinion,  safe  depositories  of  the  pnblio 
mon^,  and  shall  bewilUng  to  undertake  to  do 
and  perform  the  aereral  dntaea  and  aMrrices^ 
and  to  conform  to  the  several  conditions  prfr- 
aortbedbythebill. 

Sd.  The  bin  next  proridea  "the  seouritlea 
pn^  to  be  taken."  Bdbra  0117  bask  ahall 
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be  selected,  the  third  section  requires  that  the 
Becretaij  shall  be  famished  with  a  full  state- 
ment of  its  condition  and  bouness,  that  he 
ma;'  be  enabled  to  judge  of  its  safety.  Being 
first  satisfied  from  an  inspection  of  such  a 
statement,  and  from  other  sources  of  informa- 
tion within  his  roaah,  that  a  ^rem  bank  woidd 
be  a  safe  depository,  and  voold  be  willing  to 
recave  the  pnblio  money  on  deposit,  upon  the 
terms  of  the  hiU,  he  is  anthoiized  to  make  the 
selection ;  and  by  the  8th  section  he  is  an- 
thorized  to  enter  into  contracts  with  the 
selected  banks.  With  a  view  to  the  con- 
tinned  safety  of  tiie  public  fonds  in  any  of  the 
sdected  banks,  he  is  authorized  to  require 
them,  as  one  of  the  conditions  upon  wnich 
they  are  to  hold  the  public  deposits,  that  they 
shall  furnish  from  time  to  time,  as  often  as 
required,  not  exceeding  once  a  week,  such 
Btatements  of  their  condition  and  bQ^neas,  and 
lital]  alao  agree  to  permit  an  infection  of  the 
gNieral  aooounta  in  the  bo<^  of  the  bank,  as 
shall  relate  to  snch  statements.  And  as  an  ad- 
ditional security  to  tiiepuldio.  the  Secretary  is, 
by  the  7th  section,  authorized,  whenever  in  his 
judgment  the  same  shall  be  necessary,  to  take 
additional  or  collateral  secunty  for  the  safe- 
keeping of  the  public  moneys  deposited  in  any 
of  the  selected  banks;  and  for  the  futhf^ 
performance  of  the  duties  and  services  which 
any  snch  bank  may  by  its  contract  have  stipu- 
lated to  perform, 

8d,  The  bill  provides  the  "manner  and 
terms  "  on  which  the  banks  selected  are  to  be 
employed. 

They  are,  Ist  To  credit  the  Treasury  for  all 

deposits  as  specie, 

2d.  To  pay  all  checks,  warrants,  or  drafts, 
drawn  on  such  deposits,  in  specie,  if  required 
by  the  holder  thereof. 

8d.  To  pay  its  notes  and  bills  in  specie  on 
demand. 

4tii.  To  furnish  the  Government  the  neces- 
sary facilities  for  transferring  the  public  funds 
from  place  to  place  within  the  United  States 
and  tne  Territories  thereof  and  for  distribut- 
ing the  same  in  the  payment  of  the  public 
creditors,  without  chargiug  conumsdons  or 
olainiing  allowance  on  account  of  difference  of 
ezoha&Ee. 

5th.  That  no  bank  selected  as  a  depodtory 
of  the  public  money,  shall,  after  the  8d  of 
Harch,  1836,  issue  or  use  any  note  or  bill  of 
les^denominatiim  than  five  dollars. 

niese  several  conditions  and  terms  of  em- 
ployment are  at  once  self-evident,  and  will  re- 
quire tiiat  I  shoidd  add  but  a  word  or  two  by 
way  of  explanation.  The  general  scope  and  tenor 
ia,  to  make  the  public  money,  wherever  deposit- 
ed, equal  to  specie,  and  to  seoure  the  transmis- 
sion of  fiinds  from  place  to  place,  where  money 
may  be  required  to  be  disbursed,  free  of 
expense  to  the  Govenunent)  and  by  making 
it  the  interest 'of  the  depout  banks  in  con- 
sideration ct  the  use  of  the  deposits,  when  not 
called  for  for  the  public  semc^  to  induce 
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them,  after  a  given  fbture  day,  to  cease  issuing 
small  notes,  and  thereby  gradually  introduce 
in  their  stead  a  metallic  circulation.  At  a 
still  more  distant  day  it  may  l>e  proper  to 
extend  the  latter  condition  to  banks  issuing 
notes  or  bills  of  a  less  dencnnination  than  tens 
or  twenties  but  it  was  not  deemed  ueceesary 
to  embraoe  such  a  pronsion  in  this  tnll.  u 
it  be  dd«ued  ezpecuent,  Oougress  may  here- 
after extend  the  law  (should  the  bill  pass)  in 
tills  respect. 

With  a  view  to  att^n  the  same  end,  the  bill 
contains  a  further  provision,  that,  after  the  8d  of 
March,  1836,  the  notes  or  bills  of  no  bank  shall 
be  received  in  payment  of  debts  due  to  the 
United  States,  wnich  shall,  after  that  date,  issue 
any  note  or  bill  of  less  denomination  than  five 
dollars.  In  regard  to  the  banks  of  deposit,  it 
is  imposed,  as  a  condition  upon  which  they 
shall  be  employed,  that  they  shall,  after  a 
given  Aiture  day,  cease  to  issue  or  use  small 
notes;  and  in  r^axd  to  all  qieoie-pajing 
banks,  the  deposit  banks  included,  it  is  made  a 
condition  upon  which  the  United  States  will 
agree  to  receive  their  notes  or  bills  in  payment 
of  public  dues.  The  latter  provision  is  but  a 
moalfication  of  the  joint  resolution  of  Congress 
of  the  80th  of  April,  1816,  under  which  the 
notes  of  solvent  specie-paying  banks  are  now 
received  in  payment  to  the  United  States. 
That  resolntion  prohibits  the  collectors  of  the 
revenue  from  receiving  any  thing  but  the  legal 
currency,  (gold  or  silver  coin,)  the  notes  of  uie 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  the  notes  of  such 
otiier  banks  as  may  redeem  their  notes  in 
Bpede.  This  resolution  of  1816,  by  prohibitii^ 
the  receipt  of  the  notes  of  any  bank  which 
does  not  redeem  its  bills  in  spede,  makes  it  the 
interest  of  all  banks  whiui  wish  to  obt«n 

feneral  credit  and  circulation  for  their  notes, 
y  having  them  received  in  payment  of  the 
revenue,  to  continue  the  payment  of  specie  for 
their  notes  on  demand ;  and  so  this  provision 
in  this  bill  is  designed  to  make  it  the  interest 
of  all  banks,  which  desire  to  obtain  for  their 
notes  a  like  general  circulati<m  and  credit,  by 
having  them  received  by  the  United  States  in 
payment  of  debts,  to  cease  to  issue  small 
notes.  This  provinon  cannot  be  regarded  as 
an  attempt,  on  the  part  of  Oongress,  to  r^nlate 
the  p^er  currency  of  the  State  banks— w  the 
c£mstitutional  power  to  do  Uils  has  already  been 
denied — but  as  a  declaration  on  the  part  of 
Oongress  of  what  kind  of  money  shall  be 
received  in  payment  of  public  dues.  This 
power  Oongress  have  a  clear  right  to  exercise ; 
and  if,  as  a  consequence  flowing  from  sacli 
declaration,  the  State  banks  shall  voluntarily 
co>operate,  and,  for  example,  resume  specie 
payment,  as  most  of  them  did  shortly  after  the 
resolntion  of  1816,  or  as  they  may,  should  this 
bill  become  a  law,  cease  to  issue  small  notes 
after  !&Uroh,  1886,  in  order  that  their  other 
notes,  of  other  denominationiL  may  be  recdved 
by  the  United  States-— sneh  a  consequence 
would  be  a  Intimate  one:  and  yet,  in 
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another  case,  would  Congress  have  interfered 
to  regulate  the  paper  enrrency  which  they 
isBtie.  If  all  the  State  banks,  after  the  resolu- 
tion of  1816,  had  snspended  specie  payment, 
as  they  might,  the  revenne  would  luve  been 
collected  in  coin.  They  chose,  however, 
Tolnntarily,  to  pay  wpoc&d  for  thdr  notes ;  and, 
as  they  md  so,  uie  United  States  permitted 
the  notes  of  many  of  them  to  be  received. 
And  so,  if  this  bill  shall  pass,  and  the  State 
banks  shall,  after  the  8a  of  Karoh,  1886, 
voluntarily  oontinne  to  tssne  small  not^  their 
notes  of  other  denominations  will  not  be  per- 
mitted to  be  received  by  the  United  States; 
bat  if  they  choose  to  cease  the  isgning  of  such 
notes,  then  their  other  notes  may  be  received 
in  payment.  It  is  wholly  volontary  on  the 
part  of  the  State  banks.  They  may  or  may 
not  continue  to  pay  specie ;  they  may  or  may 
not  oease  to  issoe  small  notes.  There  Is  no 
Attempt  to  cheek  or  control  them  by  Congress. 
If  they  Tolnntarily  cease  to  issue  small  notes 
after  the  day  mentioned  in  the  bill,  and  it  is 
believed  most  of  them,  and  especially  those 
cS  large  capitals  will,  it  is  not  donbted  that 
the  cnrrency  they  circulate  will  be  in  a  sound- 
er state,  and  the  country  crradaally  (umislied 
with  an  increased  metallio  circulation,  to  fill  the 
vacuum  occasioned  by  the  withdrawal  from 
circulation  of  the  smaU  notes  at  present  issued 
by  them. 

An  amendment  of  the  existinff  laws,  re- 
lating the  relative  valae  of  the  gdd  and  silver 
coins  of  the  United  States,  and  t£e  valne  of  for- 
eign odna,  ooBstitates  an  important  part  of  the 
scheme  currency  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasnry,  as  oommunioat^d  in  his  letter  to  the 
Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Means — and  which 
accompanies  their  report  with  this  biU.  But 
as  tiie  subject  of  regulating  the  value  of  the 
coins  is  embraced  in  other  bills  npon  ^our 
table,  I  wUl  reserve  any  thing  further  which  I 
may  have  to  say  upon  the  sut^ect  of  the  cur- 
rency, ^i^  indeed,  I  shall  say  any  thing,)  until 
those  bills  come  up  for  consideration. 

The  bill  contuns  another  provinon :  that 
tiie  Secretary  shall  annually  report  to  Congress 
the  banks  In  the  anployment  of  the  Treasnry 
—md.  that,  nntfl  other  aelections  are  made  by 
him,  the  banks  at  present  holding  the  depodta 
shall  continue  to  be  the  deporitories.  It  will 
be  at  all  times  in  the  power  of  Congress,  by 
calls  made  apon  the  Secretary,  to  know  the 
amount  of  public  money  in  each,  and  the  state 
and  condition  of  each,  as  regards  its  safety. 

I  have  now  gone  thro^^  with  the  sub- 
stantial details  of  this  bill.  Should  it  pass,  I 
believe  its  providoas  such  as  fully  to  guard 
and  seccre  the  public  money  depoated  and  to 
he  deposited  in  the  State  bonks. 

iii.  FosTEB  asked  the  indulgence  of  the 
Home  while  he  stated  briefly  some  of  the 
reasons  which  determined  lum  In  the  vote  he 
shoold  riva  on  the  bill  under  connderation. 
He  had  very  mnch  desired^  at  an  earlier 
period,  to  have  presented  his  Tiewa  at  ki^ 
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on  the  great  sab^ect  with  which  this  bill  was 
connected ;  bnt,  m  common  with  many  other 
l^ntiemen,  he  had  been  cut  off  by  that  unspar- 
ing weapon,  the  prerions  qnestion.  Of  this  be 
should  not  now  complfdn ;  he  had  no  doubt  that 
those  by  whom  the  former  debates  had  been 
arrested  had  very  ^ood  reasons  for  the  omrBe 
they  porsned,  particolarly  those  who  bad  been 
allowed  a  day  or  two  to  express  their  own 
opinions;  and  it  was  far  from  his  intention 
either  to  deny  their  rights  or  question  their 
liberality.  Bnt,  as  he  had  thus  been  deprived 
of  the  opportunity  of  Justi^jdng  the  votes  he 
had  been  called  on  to  give,  he  should  avul 
himself  of  this  occasion  to  do  so.  He  should 
not,  however,  attempt  to  go  into  a  general 
discnsuon  of  the  snbject,  bnt  to  confine  himself 
to  a  few  prominent  points. 

Mr.  F.  s^d  he  belonged  to  that  small 
minority  in  the  Honse  who  had  been  ao 
frequentiy  charged  with  inoondat6n<7  in  main- 
taimng  uie  nnconstitntionaU^  <^  the  tenk 
charter,  and  yet  advocating  a  restoration  of 
the  public  deponts  to  the  bank ;  a  measure 
whi<ui,  it  is  alleged,  is  directly  calculated  to 
effect  a  renewal  of  the  charter  of  that  institn- 
tion. 

Mr.  F.  begged  leave  to  refer  the  Honse  to 
the  votes  which  he  bad  heretofore  given,  as 
the  beat  evidence  of  the  ^ncerity  of  his 
opinions  as  to  a  recharter  of  the  bank.  Two 
years  ago  he  had  voted,  in  all  its  stag^sgi^nst 
the  bill  providing  for  the  recharter.  He  voted 
for  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee 
of  WayiS  and  Means,  dnrfng  tlie  presoat  sesrion, 
declaring  that  the  bank  oa^t  not  to  be  re* 
charters;  and  he  should  give  a  similar  voto 
whenever  the  same  question  was  presented  to 
hhn,  so  long  as  the  constitotion  remuned  as  it 
now  is.  He  deided  that  Congress  had  the 
right  to  grant  such  a  charter;  and  until  the 
power  was  conferred  by  an  amendment  of 
the  constitution^  the  poUcy  or  expediency  of 
snch  an  institution  were  qaestions  into  which 
he  should  not  in^nire.  And  Mr.  F.  would 
here  remark  that,  if  he  could  persuade  himself 
that  the  decided  n^jority  who  voted  for  the 
resolution  declaring  that  the  bank  ou^fat  not  to 
be  chartered  acted  on  the  same  considerations 
which  influenced  I^nLhe  should  re^rd  the 
dec^on  as  a  great  tnumph  of  ccmstitutional 
principle.  Bnt  he  would  not  deceive  himself; 
he  could  not  flatter  himself  with  any  such 
belidf;  he  should  not  affect  to  ei^oy  sndi  a 
triumph.  What  are  the  facts!  Are  there  not 
members  of  this  House  now  voting  that  the 
bank  ought  not  to  be  rechartered,  who,  two 
years  ago,  voted  for  the  bill  renewing  the 
charts?  And  can  it  be  supposed  that  these 
gentienun  have  any  constitutional  scruples  as 
to  the  power  (tf  Congress  over  the  snlject !  It 
is  not  long  sinoe  the  L^datnre  (rf  one  of  the 
most  important  States  the  Union,  (^nn^yl- 
vania,)  by  an  almost  nnanimogs  vote,  declared 
that  the  bank  oudit  to  be  reohartwed;  and 
now  (Ifir.  F.  hoped  he  shoald  (^ve  no  ofliBnoe 

Digitized  by  Google 


SOS 


ABRIDaHBNT  OF  THB 


Kot  B.] 


LfcmlBmk  DtfMk  Rtguk^m  301. 


[Jon,18Sl 


if  this  aUwkm)  toiM  of  the  meinben  of  that 
LagMitare,  who  e:^iiMd  that  oi^ion,  haring 
bem  traasferrad  to  teats  on  thta  ftomr,  Tote 
ttat  the  bank  ought  not  to  be  reobartered. 
Many  other  geotlemeii,  too.  who  readil7  an 
the  aame  Tote,  hare  no  hentation  !□  oonoediDg 
to  Ooognu  tiie  power,  and  are  det^dedly  in 
frvor  of  mob  an  iiutitotion.  Mr.  F,  was  there- 
fan  deprived  of  the  high  gratifieatioa  which 
the  Tota  on  the  remluUon  to  wbkb  he  had 
alluded  waa  ealeolated  to  affwd. 

Hr.  F.  ol^eoted  to  thU  li^ll,  beeansa  tt  waa 
living  the  aanotton  of  OotwreM  to  what  he 
ogoMered  the  illegal  aet  of  the  ExeootlTe  In 
nmoving  the  deptnUa.  But  more  than  thla : 
It  not  onl/  aeqnieeoet  tn,  bnt  earriea  out,  the 
prinoiples  aanuned  bj  tiie  President  in  hb 
^cabinet  p^r,"  and  more  diatinctlj  ol^med 
In  a  doonment  which  baa  aoqnired  some 
notwiety,  eommonly  ealled  the  protest.  What 
were  those  prlnoiidiBst  Wbj,  toat  the  Seore- 
taiT  of  the  Treasury  is  an  execntiTe  offloer, 
and  therefore  antitelj  snlijeet  to  exeoatiTC 
eontn^ ;  and  that  whaterer  power  is  ocmfer- 
red,  or  doty  Imposed,  on  the  Secretary  by 
Oongress,  ta  to  be  exeoated  under  the  aoper- 
Tirioa  and  Areetlon  <tf  the  Frerident  The 
Awsideot  has  Indeed  gtme  flwther  with  r^ard 
to  the  pnblio  money,  and  eUms  not  only  that 
UsoQstody  belongs  to  the  Exeeotlve  depart- 
BMDt,  but  that  Congress  cannot  take  it  ont 
of  the  hands  of  that  department  without  an 
assomption  of  execntiTS  power,  and  a  sabver- 
don  of  the  first  principles  of  the  oonstltadon.** 
Hr.  F.  did  not  intend  to  eater  here'into  an 
examination  of  those  extravagant  and  alarming 
pretensions ;  the  short  time  which  he  felt  him- 
aelf  Jastifled  in  occupying,  at  this  late  hoar  of 
tho  session,  would  not  alww  him  to  do  so ;  nor 
was  it  at  ul  neoassarj  tot  hhi  presMit  purpose. 
He  mer^  wished  to  eall  to  Hie  reo(rfleotion  of 
the  Honsa  the  ground  aisamad  by  the  Pre^ 
dent  til  aftmuiig  hia  ri^t  to  oontrol  the 
SeeretaiT  of  Ae  IVeaaory  in  the  exerolae  oi 
whatever  power  was  oonferred  ca  him  by 
Congress,  and  the  avowal  of  his  det«nniMtioa 
to  exeroue  this  right,  and  then  to  point  out 
the  sanction  we  are  now  called  on  to  pve  to 
this  claim  of  power.  In  the  very  first  secticm 
of  the  bill  nuaer  oonnderation,  the  Oommittea 
of  Ways  and  Means  pnmose  to  pro^de  that 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  select  and  employ,  as  the  deposi- 
tories at  tiie  money  of  the  United  States,  sooh 
of  the  banks  inoorporated  1^  the  aeveral 
States,"  Ae.  Here,  then,  with  fUr  notioe  nf 
the  rifl^t  aaserted  1^  the  President,  the  oom- 
xdttee  propose  so  to  regulate  the  deposit  of 
the  pumic  moneys  as  to  place  tbem  entirely 
wUhm  his  custody  and  control  It  was  indeed 
Bomewhat  remariutble,  that,  with  this  daim  of 
power  staring  them  in  the  faoe,  and  with  the 
professions  so  repeatedly  made,  that  the  great 
object  was  to  guard  the  public  treasury,  ud 
place  it  beyoml  exeontiive  inter&renoe,  tiie 
oomiiUttee  should  have  thought  proper  to  i^ply 


to  the  Executive  to  prescribe  these  ssfegnsr^ 
and  sontest  the  resolatioos  necessary  to  bo 
made.  Tea,  sir,  ssid  Mr.  F.,  tbe  oommhtM 
state  in  this  report  that  "they  deenied  it 
proper,  in  a  m^ter  of  so  mooh  impMlaiKe, 
to  ascertain  from  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Tressnry 
his  opinion  and  views  In  n^rA  to  the  regnls- 
tions  pn^r  to  be  adopted  in  the  enmloTinent 
of  the  8tMU  banks  as  tbe  depontories  of  the  pub- 
lic money ; "  and  they  rq>ort  to  tbe  Eoese  tb« 
Secretary's  letter,  upon  the  suggeatioas  of 
whiehthis  bill  fa  framed;  andas,br  thsMw 
execntiTe  oeed,  the  Secretary  is  entiidr 
under  tbe  eontrol  of  tiio  Prendent,  tlus  lettw 
baa  doubtleaa  reedved  bis  (mprobation ;  m 
that  we  are  now  flunished  with  an  execntin 
prqject  for  regulating  the  custody  of  tbe  pobtie 
money,  which  is  to  be  matured  by  Oon^es; 
and,  as  might  have  been  expected,  tho  £zms 
ntlve,  in  perfect  consistency,  eontmnplsta  bf 
this  project  snob  regulatirais  as  will  fesve  tlw 
depositories  to  its  selection  and  emi^o^nieat, 
ana  thus  secure  tiie  custody  which  it  d^ms. 

Mr.  F.  said  tiierti  waa  a  strilung  etnnddtocs 
which  he  begged  leave  here  to  notice.  B* 
was  not  able  to  refer  to  dates,  not  having  tb* 
papers  before  him,  (he  regretted  he  had  not;) 
but  his  impres^on  waa,  that  no  great  kogUi 
of  time  intervened  between  tbe  nil  upon  ^* 
Secretary  of  the  Treasory  by  tbe  ooiauiitttt, 
his  reply,  and  the  protest  Thus,  while  tba 
administration  was  aasertlng  its  cuunu  to  Ibe 
cnstody  of  the  publlo  money  to  one  brau^  J>f 
Congress,  it  was  snbndtting  to  tbe  other  iH 
scheme  for  oanrinf  them  into  effect. 

And  here,  Mr.  F.  said,  the  reasMH  sgsinrt 
the  act  of  the  Prerident,  in  ranoving  tbt 
deposits,  were  most  strikiii^y  illustrated. 
his  veiy  act  tbe  President  had  aonirsd  s 
eontrol  over  the  poblio  money,  whia  eiw 
not  be  divested  onleas  Congress  skosu 
past  Just  anoh  a  law  «i  the  suqeot  ss  vh 
agrsMble  to  him.  He  soggeets,  to  be  sun. 
(or  the  Secretary  of  the  l¥easnry  does,}  tbi 
providon  be  made  for  dqtodtiag  the  pablu 
money  in  the  8t^  baoka,  under  rwiw>i°°^ 
to  be  presolbed  by  Congress ;  but  we 
bill  submitted  to  us^rovi^ng  these  regaUUon^ 
concedes  to  the  Preudent  the  veiy  po»« 
which  he  claims.  And  does  any  geDUesujs 
believe  that  any  act  whit^  does  not  rirtw/ 
cont^  this  ooncestion  can  be  passed,  esc^ 
by  the  vote  of  two-thirds  of  ho&  Hobsbs  « 
Oongress  1  For  instaaoe,  if  tbe  power  m 
dntiea  aasigned  by  this  Inll  to  the  Secf^ 
tary  oT  the  Treasury  were  orafbrred  ob,  aw 
CMifided  to,  the  OommissionerB  of  the  Gsrim 
Fttnd,  doee  any  one  immue  that  the  set,  ii 
pased  by  (Toogresa,  would  receive  tbe  sancn^ 
of  the  President?  No,  wr;  having  dcoUr« 
that  "  the  custody  of  the  public  money  csnoot 
be  taken  fWnn  the  Executive  vitboot  riobtw{ 
the  first  principle  ot  the  constitoticA,  » 
certunly  would  put  Us  veto  on  any  sot 
gowny  to  oonflde  t^  eustoiy  to  ^ 
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Bat,  alt&oagh  Mr.  F.  vu  opposed  to  the 
power  proposed  to  be  yielded  by  the  bill  be- 
fon  the  House,  he  desired  to  have  it  amended, 
BO  that,  if  it  passed,  there  Aoald  be  Dotliing 
left  to  misoonstraction.  The  bill  proposes  (as 
already  remarked)  to  authorize  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  select  and  employ  the  banks 
of  deposit.  Kow,  as  we  were  forewarned  that 
the  Presideut  will  clum  and  exercise  what- 
ever power  is  conferred  on  the  Secretary,  llr. 
F.  should  move,  at  a  proper  time,  to  amend 
the  UU  by  itriUng  out  the  words  "  the  Secre- 
tary <^  the  XVeamry,"  in  the  first  Uue  of  the 
first  seetion  ot  the  bUl,  and  hlsertinG^  in  lien 
thereof;  **  the  President  of  the  United  States ; " 
80  that  the  authority  intended  to  be  conferred 
should  at  onoe  be  conferred  on  the  {unctionary 
by  whom  it  is  claimed,  and  under  whose 
direction  and  control,  even  if  the  bill  passed  in 
its  present  shape,  it  would  be  exercised.  Hr. 
jp.  bad  nothing  to  conceal;  he  had  always 
fonnd  a  strught-forward  coarse  the  si^est,  and 
certainly  the  most  honorable.  He  wished  to 
see  if  Congress  was  disposed  to  yield  to  the 
Blxecuttve  the  power  it  had  claimed ;  and,  if 
go  disposed,  he  hoped  it  would  be  expre^ed 
in  plun,  intelligible  language ;  he  wanted 
nothing  nncertaln.  nothing  eqidvoeal.  Let 
not  gentlemen  seek  to  obtain,  by  indirection, 
that  which  they  will  not  openly  advocate.  If 
they  latend  to  yield  this  power  to  the  Presi- 
dent, as  they  om^inij  will  by  the  passage  of 
this  bill,  let  them  say  so,  that  the  people  may 
nnder&taudlt;  though  against  such  a  conoesuon 
of  power,  as  well  as  a^inst  the  clum  set  up 
to  It,  Itr.  F.  took  occasion,  before  this  House 
and  this  coontry,  in  language  now  consecrated 
by  authority,  to  enter  hu    solemn  protest" 

Hr.  F.  had  objections  to  some  other  of  the 
details  of  tlusbill.  Dorinff  the  discussion  o£  this 
great  snbjeet,  the  pnblio  depomts,  he  had  heard 
^me  very  powerful  appeals  made  to  the  friends 
<^  State  rights.  B»  said  he  was  not  only  sus- 
peoted  of  belonging  to  that  olasa,  bat  he  was 
prond  to  arow  it ;  and  whenever  he  heard  a 
eaU  made  vpoa  the  State-rights  men,  that  call 
would  meet  a  prompt  response.  It  was  under 
the  prlndplea  whidi  he  had  learned  in  the 
State-rights  school  that  he  felt  himself  called  on 
to  of^MMe  the  fourth  section  of  the  bill.  He 
b^;^  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  pow- 
ers PTOOoeed  to  be  conferred  by  that  section 
on  the  Seoretary  of  the  Treasnry.  Ilie  aeotion 
is  in  these  words : 

**  Sbtt  any  bank  selected  sod  employed  under  the 
-prorfsioiis  oT  this  met,  as  a  place  of  deposit  of  the 
mfafie  money,  shall  fomish  to  the  Secretaiy  of  the 
heaiory,  boat  time  to  time,  as  often  as  ho  may  re- 
qobe,  not  exoeedtng  cHKte  a  wed,  ststentents  ssuing 
fbrth  tts  ocndMoD  uid  busbiesB,  as  {wesoribed  in  the 
foregoti^  lection  (rf*  tins  act,  except  that  such  state- 
ments need  not,  tmless  requested  by  said  Secretary, 
eontain  a  list  of  the  stockholders,  nor  the  number  of 
■hares  held  by  eadi,  nor  a  copy  of  the  charter. 
And  the  said  banks  shall  ftunish  to  the  Treaaarer  dI 
the  Uidted  States  a  wesfcly  statement  of  the  oouffi- 


tion  of  hu  accoimt  upon  their  bocdta.  Aad  At 
Secretary  i^  the  Treasury  shall  have  a  ri^it,  Ua^ 
aelf,  or  an  agent  appointed  for  that  purpose,  io  In- 
spect sucb  general  accounts  in  the  boua  of  the  bank 
as  shall  relate  to  the  said  stideoieiits :  PromM, 
That  this  shall  not  be  oonstmed  to  himly  a  iMit  «f 
inspeeting  the  aeconnt  any  private  mdlviml  or 
iodividuds  with  the  bank.** 

It  would  be  remarked,  Hr.  F.  sidd,  that  these 
were  not  among  the  conditions  which  the  Sec- 
retary was  reqmred  to  make  with  the  baidn ; 
hnt  positiTe  reqairilaoni^  proposed  to  he  made 
«  lav  of  this  Oovenmiait^  oa  the  banks  wUeh 
^old  be  employed.  The  bank  selected  "  abatt 
ftimidi  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasmy  state- 
ments setting  forth  its  condition  and  bosinees,** 
&o.  Here  is  nothing  like  an  agreemrat ;  it  la 
imperative.  It  is  the  language  of  command. 
It  Is  the  language  of  law.  True,  tiiere  was  no 
penalty  ettacfara  to  a  failare  or  refiisal  to  com- 
ply with  such  requisition ;  but,  onoe  admit  ^e 
right  of  Congress  to  make  the  reqnidtiw,  and 
the  right  to  prescribe  a  punishment  for  the 
violation  follows  as  a  necessary  consequence. 
And  where,  demanded  Mr.  F.,  did  Con^preaa 
derive  the  right  to  make  tliese  reqniutions  of 
oorpfHttte  bodiea,  existing  nnder  the  avthority 
of  tne  States?  He  deniM  that  any  sooh  right 
existed ;  and  it  was  the  imperioos  and  en>emal 
duty  of  those  who  were  for  preserving  ana  pro* 
tecting  the  rights  oi  the  States  to  reust,  at  l^e 
threshold,  snoh  assumption  of  power. 

There  were  some  other  provi^ons  of  this  bill 
which  Hr.  F.  could  not  pass  over  without  at 
least  a  slight  notice.  By  the  ninth  section  it 
was  provided,  among  other  things,  that,  in  the 
recess  of  Congress,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury may,  under  cert^  circumstancea,  withdraw 
the  public  money  from  the  banks  in  which  it 
shall  be  deposited ;  in  which  event  it  shall  he 
his  duty  to  "  report  to  Oinigresa^  at  the  oom- 
menoement  of  its  next  sesmm,  tiie  fiioti  ud 
reasons  which  have  indaoed  sodi  discNuitinii- 
ance.  This  power  of  withdrawal  waa,  onder 
the  new  theory,  to  be.  exeroised  entirely  under 
executive  discretion  and  directicm ;  and  Hr.  F. 
hoped  that  the  same  amendment  which  he  had 
suggested  to  a  previous  part  of  the  bill,  tiiat  of 
inserting  the  President  instead  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  wonld  also  be  made  here. 
For,  if  the  bill  should  pass  in  its  present 
and  the  President  should  order  a  withdrawv 
of  the  deposits  frtm  any  of  the  banks,  for  rea* 
sons  which  be  might  not  feel  willing  to  have 
too  olosely  exammed.  and  should,  therefbre, 
forUd  the  Seoretary  of  the  Treasnty  ftom  oom- 
municating  the  reasons  to.  Oon^ess,  how  oonld 
this  requisition  be  enfweedt  Hie  Seeretaty, 
althoogh  willing  to  comply  with  the  hiw,  woida 
know  that  his  disobedience  of  the  Preudent^s 
order  might  subject  him  to  the  remoWng^— the 
"  reforming  process — and  we  ahall  not  always 
find  officers  wno  will  perfturm  their  dn^  and 
incur  the  penalty.  Hr.  F.,  therefor^  aulmiitted 
to  genUemen  tite  ntter  uadesaness  itt  uakiuc 
requirements  which  the  very  passage  of  the  ^ 
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oontaimngthem,  taken  in  connection  with  other 
ocomrences,  woold  amount  to  a  virtaal  acknowl- 
edxmeat  that  they  conld  not  enforce. 

Mr.  F.  was  decidedly  opposed  to  the  tenth 
section  of  the  bill.  That  section  provides 
"that,  until  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
shall  fiave  selected  and  employed  the  sud  banlu 
is  places  of  depont  oi  the  pnblio  money,  in 
eonformity  vlth  the  provisions  of  tliis  act,  the 
several  State  and  District  banks,  at  present 
employed  as  depositories  of  tiiie  money  of  the 
United  Statefi^  shall  continue  to  be  the  depos- 
itories aforesaid,  upon  the  terms  and  conditions 
npon  which  they  have  been  so  employed." 
Mr.  F.  would  here  remark,  that  if  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  or  rather  the  President,  had 
the  power  of  depositing  the  money  in  the  local 
banks,  as  had  been  done,  and  the  power  of  en- 
tering into  the  contracts  which  haa  t}een  execut- 
ed, the  contracts  made  with  those  banks  were 
already  legal ;  it  required  no  act  of  Congress 
to  give  them  Tslidity ;  and  he  could  bat  regard 
&is  proposition  as  indioating  some  misgiving, 
on  the  fttrt  of  tbe  committee,  as  to  tiie  l^ality 
<ii  these  transactions.  Ur.  F.  oljected  to  the 
provMoDB,  because  he  oonsid^ed  them  illegal, 
and  was  opposed  to  thus  giving  the  sanction  of 
Congress  to  onanthorized  acts  of  public  officers. 

But  Ur.  F.  would  not  longer  detun  the  House 
witii  an  examination  of  the  detuls  of  the  hill. 
He  had  only  to  repeat,  what  he  had  already 
frankly  stateid,  that  ne  conld  not  vote  for  a  law, 
in  any  shape,  to  deposit  the  pnblio  money  in 
State  -  banks,  durins  the  continuance  of  the 
United  States  Bank  tuiarter,  provided  the  United 
States  Bank  waa  able  to  comply  with  its  con- 
tract fcHT  the  safe-keeping  and  tranrfer  of  the 
pnl^  money.  Were  he  to  do  so,  he  should 
oonrider  Umself  as  aanctioning,  not  only  what 
he  regarded  a  violation  of  the  plighted  faith  of 
the  Government,  but  also  a  violation  of  the  law 
of  the  land.  The  Prerident  had  openly  announc- 
ed to  the  world,  that  the  act  of  removing  the 
deposits  was  his  own ;  he  assumed  the  respon- 
sibility ;  and,  for  one,  Mr.  F.  could  not  consent 
to  share  it  with  him;  he  would,  in  no  way, 
sanction  or  ratify  the  proceeding.  Be  the  con- 
sequences what  they  may,  he  would  have  neither 
^t  nor  lot  in  the  matter. 

Mr.WuDBstid:  In  brevity  he  hoped  to  rival 
Ha  honorable  cbtdrman  of  the  Committee  <tf 
Ways  a^  Means,  (Mr.  Pole;)  in  olose  ad- 
herence to  the  BDRfwit,  he  aspired,  if  possible, 
to  sorpaas  him.  There  were  times,  he  thought, 
when  the  gentieman  discussed  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  rather  than  the  depont  banks. 
It  was,  perhaps,  difficnlt  to  separate  them ;  and 
sometimes  expedient  to  bespeak  favor  by  flatter- 
ing pnOndioe  and  odium.  Party  tactics  seemed 
to  consist  in  directing  all  your  strength  against 
what  are  supposed  to  be  the  wetJc  points  of 
your  adversary,  taking  no  care  of  your  own. 
Aeoordlnffly,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
though  already  slain,  as  we  are  t<dd,  1^  the 
Horo,  is  daU:r  reslain  by  the  humblest  ot  hia 
ftdlowen^  while  the  pet  banks  and  Post  Oflbw 
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are  left  to  shift  for  themselves.  The  gentie- 
man bad  done  him  the  honor  to  advert  to  some 
remarks  of  bis  during  a  fonner  discussion.  Thia 
topic,  from  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been 
treated,  required  no  reply.  Mr.  W.,  at  the 
time  r^erred  to,  had  ezpr^ed  plainly  what  ho 
felt  strongly,  but  having  sud  wni^  he  thooghlL 
was  too  nmd  of  his  own  repose  to  hirbor  iU-wlli 
to  any  one.  If  the  gentleman  had  satisfied  hia 
conscience  on  the  occasion  in  qnestion,  hj  the 
beHef  that  he  was  m^y  performing  an  honest 
act  of  public  duty,  Mr.  W.  would  be  the  hut  to 
disturb  its  tranquility. 

The  House  had  voted — 

That  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  ooght 
not  to  be  rechartered : 

That  the  deposits  ought  not  to  be  restored : 

That  the  deposits  in  the  State  banks  ought 
to  be  regulated  by  law. 

This  bill,  then,  is  the  regulation  proposed ; 
the  sanction  of  the  Seo'etary'saot;  the  adoption 
of  the  executive  policy ;  tiie  le^ative  recogni- 
tion and  approval  of  the  Ffeddent's  ex^rt- 
ment.  This,  we  have  heard  fivmhi^anthority, 
is  the  only  measure  of  relief  the  oountry  need 
expect.  As  to  the  people,  indeed,  we  are 
assured  their  distresses  are  imaginaiy.  They 
only  require  to  be  relieved  of  the  paidc-makera. 
The  approaching  a^Jonmment  will  do  that. 
"  The  Government,"  feeUng  no  distress,  (except 
in  the  Post  Office,)  can  get  on  without  this  1ml, 
having  the  custody  of  the  treasury  already. 

This  assurance  is  consolatory.  But  why, 
then,  most  we  be  goaded  to  its  adoption  t  The 
^irit  of  party,  he  hoped,  might  be  satisfied 
with  the  implied,  equivocal,  n^ative  sanotiai 
we  have  given  to  the  past  by  only  not  con- 
demning it.  Shall  we  be  nrged— wonld  it  be 
prudent  to  urge  us  fivthert  If  we  pass  Ihia 
bill,  we  make  all  that  has  hem  done  our  own. 
There  are  reasons  for  acting  on  it  definitdy, 
however.  All  sides  of  the  House  feel  that. 
The  country  is  tired  of  evasions.  The  Mends 
of  the  administration  are,  in  some  dume, 
pledged  to  pass  it  throagh  this  body.  They 
will  do  it  the  more  readily,  because  it  is  sure 
to  fail  in  the  other.  They  de»re  the  Senate 
shall  rtgeot  it,  so  as  to  Incur  the  odium  of  defeat- 
ing a  measure  which  is  to  put  an  end  to  ooi> 
rnption,  and  give  us  a  better  currency  than  tiie 
United  States  Bank.  Every  true  buiew  ex- 
iwots  the  fdfilment  of  the  proi^ecy  with  imp»> 
tience.  If  the  Senate  will  not  pass  it,  the  pr^ 
diction  cannot  he  fahdfied. 

Besides,  the  stato  of  parties  mi^ 
Respondbili^  assomed,  may  be  Mifwoed.  "ato 
cnstody  of  the  treasury,  with  our  friends  in 
power,  is  safe  and  easy.  Rendering  an  aoeonnt 
of  its  seizure  and  deficit  to  our  adversaries  may 
be  less  pleasant.  On  the  other  hand,  the  op- 
position may  desire  to  see  the  admimstration 
commit  themselves  and  their  friends  to  thia 
measure.  They  may  hope,  if  it  passes,  that 
the  Senate  will  amend  it,  and  send  ns  aomething 
better.  Perhi^s  they  deem  the  worst  meaaore 
which  the  Government  oan  adopt  betto'  than 
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p«petiMl  inaotiTity  and  sabterfa^.  Before 
ft  paued,  however,  he  viBhed  to  point  oat  a 
few  errors  and  defects  in  its  pronsicms,  some 
of  which  its  friends,  if  they  regarded  their  own 
prinaples  and  pledges,  were  bo  and  to  remedy. 
He  did  not  propose  to  treat  the  sul^ect  in  detail, 
bat  to  examine  its  mua  features.  What  the 
members  of  the  House  desired,  at  this  stage  of 
the  sesuon,  was  not  an  ar^ment  in  form,  most 
It^c^ly  prolix,  bat  facts  and  hints,  the  mate- 
li^s  for  thooght,  oat  of  which  each  man  for 
himsdf  would  work  out  his  own  conliidoiL 

In  the  first  place,  he  thoDgfat  the  selection  ol 
banks,  to  be  emfdoyed  aa  deporitoriea,  might  be 
made,  and  onght  to  be  made  hj  Oongress.  Be 
did  not  perceive  anj  insnperable  difflcalty,  and 
nothing  less  shoold  prevent  it.  The  committee 
tiiemselves  admitted  there  coold  be  no  objec- 
tion to  that  mode,  provided  it  be  deemed  prao- 
tic^e  to  make  the  selections  in  wach  a  manner 
as  to  protect  and  preserve  the  pablio  funds. 
And  why  not  practioable  ?  Have  we  not  tiie 
same  soorces  of  information  as  the  Secretary  t 
"Where  are  the  returns  of  the  State  banks? 
Cannot  we  invite  farther  information ;  raise  a 
committee;  or  take  an^  other  measure  that 
may  be  reqaidtet  Vmdi  do  we  distraat|  our 
integrity  or  our  diaoretlont  Why  must  we 
delegate  this  important  power  and  duty  to  the 
Secrataryf  Are  we  invited  to  stultify  or  to 
stigmatize  ourselves?  For  his  own  part,  said 
Ur.  W.,  if  there  must  be  a  seleotioD,  he  woold 
not  surrender  the  right  ct(  Congress  to  make  it. 
He  feared  giving  it  up  mi^t  be  construed  into 
an  admission  of  the  President's  claim  to  the 
custody  of  the  public  money.  He  did  not  mean, 
by  any  act  of  his,  to  l6nd  the  least  sauction  to 
the  doctrines  of  the  protest,  text  or  gloss.  He 
did  not  intend  to  discoss  those  doctrines.  Time 
would  be  wanting.  On  that  topic,  if  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  was  not  satisfied  witb 
the  arguments  of  the  distingmshed  Senator  from 
Massachusetts,  (Ur.  WnasnB,)  he  must  leave 
him  to  discoBs  the  matter  with  his  own  friend, 
the  gentieman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Wiss.) 

Mr.  Wilde  next  objected  to  the  bill,  that  it 
required  no  compensation  frtnu  the  State  banks 
for  the  ose  of  Uie  public  money.  The  Bank 
of  the  United  States  paid  the  natitm  for  the 
privileges  it  en}oyed.  The  bonus  diatribated 
over  the  period  of  its  charter  was  equivalent 
to  eighty  or  ninety  thousand  dollars  annually, 
and  now  it  is  proposed  to  nve  gratuitously  to 
the  State  banks  what  the  United  States  Bank 
had  Mily  by  paying  for  it 

Some  oeatlemen  there,  ICr.  W.  said,  would  be 
surpriMd  to  lesm  that  this  bill  contuned  no 
security  ag^nst  the  dansers  of  foreign  capital 
and  foreign  infinenoe.  They  had  heard  much 
of  the  mischieft  ariung  from  these  causes  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  and  he  certainly 
expected  HM.  one  of  the  first  propositions  in 
the  regulation  of  the  State  hanks  would  have 
been  Uie  exdnuon  of  all  those  any  part  of 
whose  oi^ital  was  owned  by  ficmigners.  But 
the  bill  contained  no  suoh  provision.  It  was 
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:  not  for  him  to  offer  any  amendment  of  that 
kind.  His  opinion  had  beat  already  expressed. 
The  benefit  arising  from  the  employment  of  for- 
eign capital,  he  believed,  was  mntnal.  We 
have  the  use  of  the  money  which  we  want,  and 
the  lenders  the  interest  which  they  want.  As 
to  foreign  influence,  he  thought  the  danger 
imaginary.  The  action  and  reaction  mast  be 
equal.  When  we  have  borrowed  their  money, 
it  is  their  interest  we  should  pr<»per,  and  we 
have  security  ogunst  them  for  the  peace.  But 
it  did  ^>pear  to  him  that,  if  gentlemen 
intended  to  be  true  to  theznselvea.  if  they 
meant  to  be  thought  earnest  and  ^were  in 
thdr  oftentimes-repeated  denundations  of  for- 
eign capital,  now  was  the  time  to  prove  their 
rancerit^.  If  there  was  dadger  in  the  Bank  of 
the  Umted  States,  where  foreign  stockholders 
have  no  vote,  how  much  more  must  there  be 
in  State  banks,  many  of  which  are  under 
no  such  restriction}  Neither  can  we  be  as- 
sured that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will 
make  snoh  a  selection  as  to  exclude  backs  with 
foreign  capital ;  for  in  one  of  the  banks  already 
selected,  he  was  informed,  a  foreign  nobleman 
was  (me  of  the  largest  stockholders.  In  another 
State  the  whole  capital  of  a  bank  has  been 
raised  by  foreign  loan ;  and,  if  he  was  ri^tly 
informed,  that  loan  was  secured  by  a  mortgage 
of  the  real  estate  of  the  stookholdffls. 

A  provision  whidi  he  did  think  ou^t  to 
be  inserted  In  the  bill  was  one  to  distribute  the 
amount  of  deposits,  and  limit  the  use  of  bims- 
fer  checks.  If  the  use  of  the  public  treasure 
most  be  granted  to  the  State  banks  gratuitously, 
the  hanks  of  all  the  States  ^ould  share  tiie 
benefit  with  something  like  equality.  Why 
should  the  bai^  in  New  York  or  elsewhere 
have  an  advantage  in  tiiis  respect  f  He  men- 
tioned  New  teak  with  no  invidious  feeling, 
but  merely  beoanse  the  largest  amount  of  reve- 
nue b^g  ooDeoted  there,  the  banks  of  that 
State  would  have  the  lai^est  amount  of  de- 
posits, unless  they  were  required  to  be  distrib- 
uted. Why  should  Virginia,  and  Ohio,  and 
North  Carolina,  and  Qeorgia,  be  excluded  ftom 
their  £ur  proportion  that  fund  to  whidh  they 
contributed  their  fiur  proportion  ?  He  was  not 
prepared  to  say  that  a  very  exact  distribution 
ooald  be  effected,  but  a  rule  might  be  found, 
in  the  representative  population  of  tiie  States^ 
su£3ciently  near  for  justice  and  convenience. 

As  to  transfer  checks,  if  the  abase  of  them 
were  not  limited,  every  bank  employed  would 
be  St  tiie  mercf  of  Hie  Seoretacy,  and  an  nn- 
honnded  field  {tf  favoritism  ana  oomption 
would  be  opened, 

Ur.  W.  would  draw  the  attention  of  gentle- 
men to  anotiier  omission  in  the  bill.  It  not  only 
f^ed  to  provide  for  any  examination  of  the 
State  banks  coextensive  with  that  to  which 
they  insisted  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
ought  to  snbmit,  but  it  failed  to  provide  for 
any  examination  by  Congress  at  all.  How 
gwtlemen  who  maintained  the  power  of  a  com- 
mittee of  OongresB  to  make  a  secret  inquimto- 
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rial  Bcriitin7  into  the  iodiTidnal  accounts  and 
priTate  corrMpoDdenoe  of  the  Back  of  the 
United  States  could  reoondle  it  to  themselves 
deliberately  to  give  up  all  right  to  order  tnj 
ezamioatioa  whatever  of  those  State  banks  to 
which  the  pablio  manej  ii  to  be  lent  gratn- 
itonslr,  in  sooh  propwnoiu  as  tho  SecMtaiy 
may  direct,  it  waa  not  for  him  to  ooqjeotnre. 
By  the  bill,  as  it  stands,  the  Seoretary  may 
examine  or  appoint  an  agent  to  examine,  bnt 
Congress  would  hare  no  power  to  appoint  a 
oommittee  for  any  such  purpose.  He  respected 
the  sanoti^  of  i)rivate  correspondence;  he 
^proved  the  inviolability  of  individiial  ac- 
oonnts  secured  by  this  bilL  The  provision  was 
ft  bitter  commentary  on  the  oondact  of  the  gen- 
tleman's own  party ;  for  if  the  individual  ac- 
ooonts  and  private  correspondence  of  the  State 
banks  were  to  iie  sacred,  why  not  those  of  the 
itok  of  the  United  States  f  A  committee  of 
the  gentbrnan's  friends  had  vep(»rted  resolutions 
to  attach  the  president  and  direetors  <^  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  for  asserting  the 
{ninciple  insrafted  on  this  bill,  and  the  gen- 
tleman snstains  that  report  and  this  provision. 

Kr.  W.  desired  private  ri^ts  should  be  care- 
fully reqpeoted,  but  he  was  not  willing  Con- 
gress shtmld  be  d«>riTed  of  all  power  to  ezun- 
fne  into  ihn  condition  <^  the  selected  banks. 
With  respect  to  the  Treasury,  the  Executive 
had  indeed  almost  become  a  unit^  and  Ccmgress 
ft  mpher ;  he  would  not  make  it  utterly  so. 

Tne  next  ot|jection  to  the  bill  was,  Kr.  W. 
s^d,  to  his  mind,  a  caydtal  one.  The  sheeted 
banks  were  not  required  to  reodve  each  otiier's 
paper,  even  tar  dntiea  or  debts  due  the  Govem- 
meat.  The  ctniseqiwnoes  were  inevitable;  a 
mnlthdidty  of  local  unouirent  currencies,  each 
idroalating  only  in  its  own  narrow  oirde,  and 
stagnating  everywhere  else,  all  depreciated  in 
comparison  witii  coin,  and  unequally  deimetu- 
ated  with  reference  to  each  other.  A  paper 
receivable  eveiywhere  at  par  is  to  cease,  and 
dn^  collected  in  an  unequally  depredated 
medium  are  no  longer  to  be  uniform,  in  despite 
of  the  constitutioniil  injunotion. 

That  part  of  the  Inll  which  provided  that  the 
Secretary,  for  sufficient  cause,  inight  remove 
the  d^osits  during  the  recess,  and  assign  his 
reasoos  to  Gtmgress,  wanted  explanation.  It 
vas  not  said  what  was  to  be  the  effisct  of  Oon- 
mss  ^proving  or  dis^pronng— what  was  to 
be  the  oonsequenoe  if  <me  House  approved  and 
the  other  disapproved.  The  clause  is  like  that 
of  the  sixteenth  section  of  the  charter  the 
Bank  of  tiie  United  States.  If  the  meaning  of 
it  is  that,  unless  Congress  approve,  the  act  of 
the  Secretary  is  annulled,  ttwn  we  may  save 
ourselTes  all  ftirther  trouble.  The  constroctim 
of  the  nxteenth  section  must  be  the  same,  and 
Congress  have  not  yet  approved  the  act  of  the 
Secretary  in  removing  the  deposits  from  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  Of  ooorse,  they 
must  go  book  ag^o,  and  this  tnll  la  nmieesssary. 
Ifthisisnottobetbeoonstnution,  whatisitt 
That  the  act  of  the  Seoretarj,  not  being  ap- 


tJon,  1834. 

proved  by  Congress,  or  being  wproved  by  one 
Bouse  and  disiapproved  .by  the  other,  shall 
nevertheless  stand  good  1  c5r  is  it  that  the  Sea> 
retary  shall  merely  report  hia  facts  and  reasoiu, 
and  there  the  matter  ends — Congress  having 
nothing  to  do  with  the  fiwts  and  reasons  re- 
ported, bat  to  listen  to  than!  Win  the  gentle- 
man fiivor  ns  with  a  tme  intwpretation  f 
When  ICr.  Wium  had  taken  his  seat,  ' 
2Ir.  Cordon  sud  that  it  was  dne  to  that  poe- 
tioD  of  the  House  who  were  opposed  to  the 
recharter  of  the  United  States  Bank,  and  who, 
nevertheless,  disapproved  of  the  course  of  the 
Executive  in  removing  the  depouta,  that  some 
of  thdr  unmber  shoud  submit  a  plan  which 
should  be  conformed  to  thdr  views  of  this  very 
important  question.  It  seemed  to  be  a  point 
given  up,  that  the  present  Bonk  of  the  United 
States  was  not  to  be  rechartered ;  and  that,  so 
far  as  the  acUon  o£  that  House  was  concerned, 
the  deposits  were  not  to  be  restOTcdto  the  cos- 
tody  of  that  insdtotion;  and  a  sohone  had 
thereapmi  been  devised,  which  seemed  a«  un- 
satisfactory to  the  friends  as  to  tiie  opponents 
of  the  measure,  by  which  the  public  money  had 
l>een  withdrawn  from  the  bank.  It  was  said 
to  be  the  opinion  of  the  Preudent  that  it  was 
extremely  desiraUe  the  revenue  of  Uie  United 
States  should  be  collected  in  specie  and  not  in 
paper ;  and  in  connection  witu  which  opinion 
the  House  had  heard  a  new  name  implied  to 
^ecie:  it  had  been  called  "Jackson  money." 
He  now  called  upon  ail  who  were  in  fSsvor  of 
"Jackson  money"  to  go  with  him  in  support 
of  the  ^-fbsbioned,  constitiitional  notion  of  a 
hard-money  Government.  W»  oUeet  was  to 
disoonneet  Ibe  Government  mtireur  from  the 
system  of  banks,  whether  State  or  federal.  It 
must  be  obvious  to  every  man  acquainted  with 
the  times,  that  the  country  oonld  not  get  on 
witii  its  present  p^>er  (nroolation.  The  Bank 
of  the  United  SttUes,  the  great  federal  monster, 
closed  its  doors  against  sU  investigation  of  its 
concerns;  and  to  rdy  upon  such  on  institution 
was  to  sap  the  fonndaticms  of  public  liberty. 
The  advocates  of  the  State  bonks  could  not 
propose  a  system  that  waa  satisfactory  even  to 
themselves.  All  attempts  to  control  State  banks 
were  oontranr  to  the  otmstitation.  All  the 
Hoose  eonld  do  was  to  rastore  the  paUie  d»> 
podts  to  the  anthority  of  the  T^eosorw  <rf  the 
United  States.  They  had  no  right  to  eraumt 
their  fhnds  to  the  State  banks ;  they  formed 
an  instrument  of  power  which  he  sihould  be 
very  sorry  to  see  put  in  the  hands  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. The  conntry  was  in  a  very  unfor- 
tunate condition.  An  intemunable  war  had 
been  dedared  by  the  President  of  tite  United 
States  against  the  Bank  of  the  United  States; 
but  who  could  doubt  that  a  veir  different 
state  of  things  would  have  taken  place  if  the 
bank  had  ttirown  its  vast  power  iato  the  aid  oi 
the  Exechtivet  And  should  he  suooeed  in 
substitnting  any  combination  of  banlu  In  its 
stead,  and  ooaseqnentiy  in  obtaining  a  control 
over  thdr  intexeata^  it  ooold  not  bat  prove  ft 
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most  daztgeroDs  inBtmmeiit  in  tbe  hands  of  Kaj 
Chief  Hagistrato.  It  would  enahle  him  to  tam- 
per with  the  pecuniary  affUrs  of  the  States ; 
and  thongh  its  management  might  require  more 
address  ihan  would  be  reqnidte  to  attain  the 
oontrol  at  %  rinrie  institation,  jet  the  conse- 
^foenoes  wonJd  be  eqnalljr  dangerous  to  the 
wourity  of  liberty.  wfaioheTer  waj  tbe  fiiends 
of  a  limited  and  conBtitutional  Goremment  turn- 
ed tibeir  eyes  they  saw  equal  dangen  In  the 
prospects  before  them.  Let  them,  then,  en- 
deavor to  simplify  the  fiscal  moohine :  let  them 
^deavor  to  get  a  ^ple  system,  which  should 
Iw  subject  to  tiie  control  of  Government  alone, 
(he  meant  the  control  of  Congress,)  and  which 
should  be  wholly  discomiectM  witii  all  paper 
money  of  every  description.  If  the  various  and 
oonfliotioff  opinions  of  the  House  could  thus  be 
oomprombed,  an  achievement  would  be  effected 
in  &Tor  of  ■  limited  and  constitotional  Gov- 
ernment Booh  as  had  nerer  bera  witnessed 
before.  It  nniat  be  evident  to  all,  that  l^e 
ithtAb  tendenoy  <tf  Government  was  to  accnmn- 
bte  power,  whenever  an  election  of  Pres- 
ident was  approaching,  (and  when  was  it  at  a 
great  distance?)  all  great  questions  policy 
were  made  to  bear  upon  that  all-agitating  topic. 
All  good  men  h^an  to  tremble  for  oar  mstitu- 
tions.  Amidst  ue  strife  and  rude  war  of  sueh 
mighty  interests,  virtne  and  patriotism  shrank 
back  in  dismay.  But  would  gentlemen  make 
no  effort  to  diminish  this  danger  I  Host  then 
Still  be  a  war  against  internal  improvements,  a 
war  against  the  tariff,  a  war  against  the  Bank 
of  tiie  United  States,  or  against  the  State  hanks, 
•Itt^ether  distinct  from  any  regard  to  tiie  hap- 
piness of  the  peoplet  Vas  tiie  I^eaident  and 
the  hank  left  to  be  in  deadly  conflict  t  Uust 
there  be  no  md  to  these  poUtical  contests) 
"Who  could  ffo  home,  ud  leave  things  in  their 
present  ecmaition,  and  not  apprehend  the  worst 
ooQsequences  I  He  called  upon  the  House  to 
make  a  generous,  magnanimous  effort  to  free 
the  country ;  he  invited,  he  invoked  them,  to 
l^ve  up  sometiiing  of  tlieir  party  prejudices,  and 
to  miite  together  to  steer  in  a  we,  middle 
oonrse,  the  vessel  of  state^  now  in  such  inominont 
danger  of  rodu  on  the  tme  ^e  ud  whirlpools 
on  we  other. 

He  observed  tint  the  measure  he  had  pro- 
poead  was  one  of  extreme  dmpllcity.  He  should 
not  now  attempt  to  gointothedetailiw}d(&  be- 
longed to  it;  iftheprinoiplewereapproved,the 
dstnlsmii^t  be  easily  arranged.  He  nmply  pro- 
posed to  make  those  who  received  the  revenue 
the  agents  for  its  custody,  when  not  exceeding 
ft  ^veu  amount,  and  constituting  them  the 
agents,  also,  for  its  disbnrsementw  He  was 
ftware,  indeed,  that  tiie  members  of  the  House 
had  so  long  been  in  the  habit  of  considering 
matters  of  revenue  as  matters  pertuning  to  a 
bank,  that  it  was  difficult,  perhaps,  for  them 
to  admit  of  any  other  idea.  But  l£r.  6.  did 
not  projKMe  to  interfere  with  the  banking  prin- 
dple:  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  their  notes, 
whether  small  or  large.  Let  them  regulate 


that  as  they  could,  Ho  did  not  interfere  with 
the  Bank  of  the  United  StMes.  He  went  only 
for  wL'&t  was  originally  intended,  and  what 
alone  was  contemplated  by  the  framers  of  the 
oonatitution,  viz. :  that  tiie  revenue  should  be 
collected  in  coin.  Coin  was  the  only  legal 
trader  now,  yet  Government  had  made  papw 
snbstantially  such.  He  was  for  puttins  an  end 
to  thia.  He  was  most  dearly  ot  opinion  that 
the  hard-money  system  was  the  suni^est  and 
best  the  Government  could  ultimat^yadt^ 
There  might  be  some  olfjeotions  ui^ed  against  it. 
Some  gentiemen  might  apprehend  that  it  woidd 
withdntw  too  large  an  amount  from  circulation. 
But  this  objection  was  not  well  founded.  As  tiie 
duties  on  imports  should  decrease,  tbe  amount 
of  earplus  revienue  would  be  less  and  less;  it 
would  soon  be  but  a  few  mfllions.  It  might  he 
said  tiiat  the  transfers  of  money  oould  not  be 
made  as  easily  as  by  a  federal  bank  with 
branehes.  All  that  would  be  requisite  would 
be  drafts  from  the  l^easary,  specifying  the 
place  where  the  mmey  should  be  paid.  These 
drttfts  would  not  he  at  premium,  hut  wonld 
pass  as  money.  They  would  be  a  substitute 
for  bank  paper,  and  the  Government  would  thus 
be  delivered  from  its  connection  with  tbe 
system  of  bonking;  a  system  which  all  knew 
to  have  a  cormptuig  tendency,  and  which  must 
be  a  perpetual  histrument  of  party  spirit.  The 
whole  world  recognized  gold  and  silver  as  tbe 
representative  of  property ;  it  was  tbe  only  real 
money  in  existence.  He  hoped  to  see  it  the 
money  of  this  Government. 

The  amendment  of  ICr.  Gobdov  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 


8A.TDKDAT,  JmU  SI. 

Jhath  of  LafayeUe. 

Hr.  J.  Q.  AdjUIS  rose  to  state  that,  on  coming 
to  the  House,  he  had  been  informed  that,  nnce 
the  last  a^joummwt  of  the  House,  intelligence 
had  been  received  of  the  ocenrrenoe  of  a  calam- 
ity which  had  befallen  the  whole  race  of  civillwd 
man.  He  had  not  time  to  prepare  a  resolution 
fitting  such  an  occasion,  but  ne  presumed  it 
woaU  be  obvlOTS  to  every  person  that  it  was 
an  ooomrenoe  peculiarly  becoming  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  to  adopt  some  suitaUo 
measure  to  express  the  deep  sense  they  «iter^ 
tained  of  tiie  misfortune  involved  in  the  decease 
of  one  of  the  most  eminent  benefactors  of  the 
age  and  of  mankind.  It  occurred  to  him  that 
such  a  duty  should  be  discharged  in  a  manner 
Boitahle  at  once  to  the  dignity  of  the  represent- 
atives d  the  people  and  States  of  this  Union, 
and  to  the  merits  of  him  to  whose  memory  this 
tribute  should  he  paid.  This  he  supposed 
would  he  in  tiw  form  of  a  ^v&sA  resolution 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress.  He  would  now, 
therefore,  mbmit  a  mooon  that  a  otnnmittee 
sbonldbeamdDted  to  oonrider  in  whatmaaiier 
a  tribute  of  affBotim  and  respect  may  be  shown 
b7  the  OoncreMi  of  the  United  Stately  ezpres- 
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fiWe  of  the  sensibility  of  the  nation  on  the 
evcDt  of  the  decease,  and  of  their  Teneration 
for  the  memory  of  the  illnstrioos  6«ieral 
Lafayette. 

Kr.  A.  then  offered  the  following  resolation : 

/     Huctvedf  That  a  committee  of  be  appoiiited 

on  the  part  of  this  House,  to  Jchd  each  committee  u 
may  be  appointed  by  the  senate,  to  onrider  and  re- 
port by  wlwt  token  of  respect  sod  affedion  it  may 
be  proper  for  the  Congress  of  the  Uidted  Slates  to 
expresB  deep  semabihty  <tf  the  natfon  on  the 
erent  of  the  decease  of  General  I«&yette. 

Kr.  Ahchke  rose  to  suggest  that  the  blank 
for  the  namber  to  be  appointed  on  the  com- 
mittee should  be  filled  np  with  ^'five"  or 
"  soTen." 

l£r.  J.  Q.  Adah B  woold  assent  lo  any  nnmber 
the  House  might  think  proper  to  name. 

Kr.  WATHouaa  snggested  the  nomber  ttf 
flilrteen. 

Mr.  Caxbbklkho  proposed  that  the  committee 
should  connst  of  one  member  from  every  State 
la  the  Union. 

Mr.  £.  WHimxsBT  expressed  his  hope  that 
every  State  wonld  be  permitted  to  be  repre- 
sented on  the  ooDunittee  in  paying  this  tribute 
of  respect. 

After  some  ftirther  verbal  modifications,  at 
the  snggestioQ  of  Mr  Watkk, 

The  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House  was, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Hctbabo^  ordered  to  oondst 
of  twenty-four. 

The  following  gmUemen  were  appdnted  to 
oompoae  Uie  aui  committee : 

From  ItowaehoBetta,  John  Qoincj  Adams, 
eh^nnan;  from  Maine,  Rofiu  Mclntire;  from 
Hew  Hampshire,  Henry  Hnbbard ;  from  Rhode 
Island,  Tristam  Barges;  from  Oonnectient, 
Koyea  Barber ;  from  Vermont,  Hemau  Allen ; 
from  New  York,  0.  0.  Oambreleng ;  from  Kew 
Jersey,  James  Parker;  from  Femutylvania, 
Henry  A.  MnhlcntMrg;  from  D^aware,  John 
J.  MiUi^an ;  from  Maryland,  Isaac  McKim ;  from 
Virg^ia,  William  S.  Archer;  from  Korth  Car- 
olina, Lewis  Williams;  from  Sonth  Carolina, 
Henry  L.  Pmckney ;  from  Georgia,  James  M. 
Wayne ;  from  Kmtocky,  Richard.  M.  Johnson ; 
from  Tennessee,  John  Blair ;  from  Ohio,  £li^ 
WhiUJes^ ;  ftom  Lonisiana,  PhUonon  nomas ; 
from  Indiana,  Jt^n  Can*;  from  Mississippi, 
Harry  from  Illinois,  Josq>h  Danoan; 

from  Alabama,  John  Murphy;  frmn  lUssoori, 
William  H.  Ashl^. 

Gold  Coin  SilL 
After  con^derable  stronle  for  precedency 
of  hosiness,  Mr.  C.  P.  Wnrra  succeeded  in 
getting  a  vote  of  two  to  one  to  take  np  the  gold 
c(Ao.  bill. 

Mr.  WnrrE,  of  Kew  York,  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  coins,  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  striking  oat  all  after  the  enacting  clause, 
and  sabstituUng  a  new  bill,  fixing  the  ratio  of 
tlie  value  of  g«d  to  sflvw  as  16  to  1.  Mr. 
Want  made  a  speech  explanatory  of  his  reasons 


for  the  proposed  dumge,  which  opened  a  dis- 
cussion of  much  learning  and  great  interest. 

Mr.  8ku)rn  went  into  an  elaborate  argument 
ind^ence<^the  bill  as  at  first  reported,  and  in 
oppoution  to  the  amendment.  He  argued  to 
show  that  the  practical  effect  of  the  latter 
be,  in  a  short  time,  to  banish  the  existing  stiver 
currency  of  the  conntiy.  He  eoniddered  the 
proportion  pn^osed  to  be  established  as  ftlsa 
in  net,  and  otmtended  that  the  true  ratio  wa^ 
not  1  to  le,  but  1  to  16  6-8;  and  he  <^bi«d  an 
amendment  to  that  effect,  as  follows : 

"  Strike  oot  283  grains,  the  qoai^y  of  fine  gold 
in  an  eagle,  and  insert  887  ft-10— strike  oat  CM 
gruns,  tM  quanti^  of  standard  goU  In  an 
and  insert  SM  sndnL  Strike  out  116  and  129 
mins,  the  quantity  of  fine  and  standard  gold  in  a 
half  eagle,  and  insert  118  8-10  and  ISS  graina. 
Strike  out  M  and  grains,  the  quantity  ^  fine 
and  standard  gold  in  a  qoaiter  eagk^  and  insert 
69  4-10  and  «6  gratas." 

Mr.  OLomm  stid :  Mr.  Speater,  I  am  tmly^ 
^ad  that  the  honorable  cburmaa  ^  the  fecial 
committee  on  coins  has  thonght  proper  to  offer 
the  suhstitntenow  on  your  table,  which  abandcms 
the  scheme  of  a  debased  sabsidiary  currency, 
as  reported  in  the  original  bill,  aad  enhances  tiie 
valne  of  gold  relatively  to  nlver  in  the  propor- 
tion of  one  to  sixteen.  By  this  amendment,  all 
my  ol^jections  to  the  original  bill  are  entirely 
r^oved.  To  raise  gold  in  these  United  States 
from  its  present  degraded  state  as  a  mere  article 
of  merchandise  to  the  rank  of  a  wAa  destined 
to  become  a  part  of  oar  eorreau^,  meets  witit 
my  most  decoded  approbation,  I  fhlly  oonour 
In  sentiment  vith  the  present  Secretary  vt 
tiie  Treasury,  in  his  late  letter  to  the  Conmiittee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  that  "the  great  evil  of 
our  present  currency  is  the  di^roportion  be- 
tween the  paper  in  circulation  and  the  coin 
prepared  to  redeem  it ;  and  that  the  first  step 
towards  a  sound  condition  of  the  oniT6n<9'  Ss  to 
reform  the  coinage  of  gold." 

In  these  views,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
stands  supported  by  the  high  authority  of 
several  of  his  predecessors  in  office,  such  as  a 
G^tin,  Crawford,  Dallas,  and  Ingham,  each 
of  whom  in  his  day,  directed  his  attention  to 
this  important  sul^eot  He  also  stands  sup- 
ported by  the  verj  able  directors  of  onr  ndnt^ 
Messrs.  Patterson  and  Mborc^  in  their  various 
commonioatioos  to  the  committees  of  this  House 
and  the  heads  of  the  Treasury  Department;  and 
also  by  the  repeated  reports  of  committees  in 
both  Houses  of  Congress  for  the  last  fifteen 
years.  Why  all  these  efforts  to  reform  the 
coinage  of  gold  have  heretofore  entirely  failed, 
it  is  not  my  object  at  this  time  to  inquire.  It  is 
sufficient  for  my  present  purpose  to  show  that,  in 
the  opinion  of  tiie  most  competent  Judges,  a  ne- 
cessity for  a  change  in  oar  coinage  has  existed, 
and  that  it  must  still  exist,  as  nothing  has  been 
done  to  remove  it.  I  believe  I  may  still  go 
further,  and  assert,  without  fear  cf  emitradiotiini, 
that  this  necesdlgr  not  only  exist^  but  that  it  ia 
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greater  now  than  at  anj  former  period  in  the 
HistorT'  of  OQT  oountrj.  What  is  the  fact  with 
r^ard  to  onr  present  eamncji  It  is,  air, 
literally  a  paper  currency.  The  notes  of  the 
local  unkB  and  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
now  in  aetoal  oironlation,  are  —timated  hjr  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasnry'  at  d^ty  millions 
of  dollan.  Ont  of  abont  aeren  tnotisand  mil- 
Hons  of  specie  now  in  drcnlation  in  the 
world,  the  silver  (for  gold  we  hare  none)  in  the 
ranlts  of  all  the  banks  of  the  United  States^  fed- 
eral and  localf  with  which  to  redeem  this  eighty 
millions  of  paper,  does  not  exceed  twenty- 
five  millions,  lliis  &et,  in  connection  with  the 
recent  nnmeroos  bank  failures,  and  the  conse- 
quent evils  every  class  of  the  commnnity 
uuronghont  the  Union  is  now  suffering,  afford 
tiiie  most  oouvindng  ftoc^  of  the  rotten  condi- 
tion <rf  onr  present  eammj*  imsapported  as 
it  is  by  a  firm  and  broad  metuno  basis.  There- 
fore, to  restore  the  cnrrenc^  to  a  wand  condi- 
tion, and  famish  a  medium  of  exchange  adequate 
to  the  wants  of  the  people,  whra  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  ceases  to  exist  in  1889,  and  its 
notes  are  necessarily  withdrawn  from  circnla- 
tion,  J  hold  to  he  amongst  the  first,  highest,  and 
most  imperative  dntiea  <tf  the  present  seseaon 
of  Congress. 

The  parti  cnlar  evUs,  which  it  is  the  ol^Jeot 
of  the  bill  now  nnder  conndoration  to  remedy, 
are  to  traced  to  the  act  of  Oongress  passed  in 
1792,  establishing  a.  mint  and  r^nlating  the 
valne  of  oodns.  Acotndlng  to  this  act  three 
denominations  of  gold  cdns  are  directed  to  be 
minted :  the  eagle,  naif  M^e,  and  qnarter  eagle, 
all  of  equal  fineness ;  the  eagle  to  be  valned  at 
ten,  the  haK  eagle  at  five,  and  the  qnarter 
eagle  at  two  and  a  half  dolkrs.  The  eagle  is 
made  to  wogh  two  hundred  and  forty-seven 
and  a  half  gridns  of  pnre  gold,  or  two  hnndred 
and  seventy  gr^ns  of  standard  gold,  eleven- 
twelfths  fine ;  and  the  half  eagle  one  hundred 
and  twenty-three  and  three-fourths  grains  pnre 
gold,  or  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  gruns 
standard ;  which,  added  together,  makes  the 
weight  of  tiiese  two  coins,  valued  at  fifteen 
dollara,  equal  to  throe  hundred  and  seventy- 
one  ana  one-fourth  grains  of  pore  gc^d,  or  four 
hmidred  and  five  gruns  standard.  By  this 
aame  act  the  dollar  is  made  to  weigh  three 
hundred  and  sevraity-one  and  a  quarter  grains 
of  pure  ulver,  or  four  hundred  and  sixteen 
f^ains  standard,  being  fourteen  hundred  and 
eighty-five  parts  out  of  rixteen  hundred  and 
sizty-four  &Qe,  instead  d  deTen-twelfth%  as 
in  the  gold  coins. 

Hence  we  find  the  relative  value  of  gold  to 
silver,  as  established  by  our  laws,  to  he  one  to 
fifleen ;  or,  in  other  words,  that  the  three 
hundred  and  seventy-ime  and  a  quarter  grains 
pf  pure  gold  contained  In  an  «igle  md  half 
eagle,  are  valued  by  law  as  wortti  fifteen  times 
as  much  as  the  three  hundred  and  seventy-one 
and  a  quarter  grains  of  pore  ^ver  contained  in 
a  dollar. 

The  reason  which  induced  Mr.  Alexander 
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Hamilton,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in 
1792,  to  recommend  this  ratio  of  gold  and 
^ver  in  our  coinage,  and  Congress  to  adopt  it, 
was  because  they  comAdered  it  the  average 
value  of  the  two  metals  at  that  time,  amongst 
the  principal  commerdal  nations.  While  I 
admit  the  soundness  of  the  prindple,  and  do 
not  feel  disposed  to  deny  the  correctness  of  the 
calculation  at  that  time,  yet  does  the  calci^a< 
tion  no  longer  hold  true.  Since  that  period 
gold  has  evldentiy  risen  in  value  relatively  to 
silver,  until  their  average  relative  value  in  the 
commercial  world  may  be  fairly  estimated  at 
one  to  sixteen.  The  truth  of  this  fact  will 
satisfactorily  appear  from  a  table  iVimished 
hy  the  dir«!tor  of  our  mint,  to  be  found  in  the 
report  accompanying  this  bill.  According  to 
this  table,  we  fini  that  in  the  coinage  of  the 
two  metui^  In  Antwerp,  Netherlands,  Por^ 
togal,  Bra^  Spain,  and  her  former  colonies 
in  South  America,  the  proportiMi  of  gold  to 
silver  is  1  to  16 ;  while  m  Hamburg  it  is  1  to 
16i;  in  I>enmark  1  to  16f ;  in  Sweden  1  to 
10  8-7 ;  in  Rnssia  1  to  17 ;  and  in  Vienna  and 
Trieste  1  to  18.  It  is  true,  standud  gold  to 
silver,  in  England,  is  1  to  16.7,  in  France  1 
to  1S.S,  and  in  Holland  1  to  16.8.  But^  not- 
withstanding this  legal  or  standing  value  of 
gold  to  silver  in  England  and  France,  yet  has 
the  relative  market  value  of  gold  to  mlver,  la 
tiiese  two  nations,  for  a  number  of  years  post, 
considerably  exceeded  its  value  at  the  mint. 
Kr.  Ingham,_in  his  report  to  this  House,  while 
Secretary  of  the  TrMsniT,  in  1830,  lays  it 
down  as  a  nde  that  "it  is  only  from  the 
market  price  of  both  metals,  without  regard  to 
the  mint  price,  the  true  relative  value  is  to  be 
found."  He  also  states  the  bistoricd  &ct, 
tiiat  the  average  value  of  gold  to  silver  in 
England,  for  the  last  five  years  preceding  his 
report,  was  1  to  16.81 ;  and  in  Irance,  for  the 
last  thirteen  years  preceding  his  report,  1  to 
15.82;  in  admtion  to  this^gold  has  been  lre> 
qnentiy  in  value  above  this  ratio^  In  SSigland, 
ever  since  the  year  1819. 

Here  we  find,  according  to  onr  present  mint 
regulations,  that  gold  is  esteemed  less  vidoable 
in  the  United  States,  as  a  coin,  than  in  any 
other  nation  on  the  faee  of  the  globe. 

Owing  to  this  circumstance,  our  gold, 
whether  in  the  shape  of  coin  or  bullion,  has, 
for  the  last  fifteen  years,  even  in  Englaodf 
where  its  standard  value  is  considera^  be- 
low that  of  most  other  nations,  commanded  a 
premium  from  four  to  six  and  three-fourths 
per  cent.  The  inevitable  consequences  of 
snch  an  ill-advised  policy  or  careless  neglect 
in  legislation,  have  long  since  been  experi- 
enced in  the  entire  banishment  of  gold,  not 
only  from  drculation,  but  also  from  our  coun- 
try ;  and  In  the  complete  oonnteraction  (tf  its 
tendemT^  to  retom  in  the  course  of  trade.  That 
these  are  serious  evils,  none  can  deny;  and, 
if  so,  all  must  admit  the  necessity  and  import- 
ance of  the  immediate  application  of  an  Appro- 
priate remedy. 
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Hirfa^  shown.  utiBbebonQj^  I  trust,  that  the 
Mose  of  the  preMot  evib  in  oar  metaUio  onr^ 
rency,  (the  <mlj  cnrrencj  fcnovn  to  onr  etm- 
■tltation,)  is  the  tmdervalaation  at  gold  bj^  oar 
laws,  it  is  evidoit  that  the  nature  <^  the 
remedfy  moat  be  to  remove  the  oaiue  the 
eviU,  by  ruaing  the  value  of  gold  rdatively 
to  nirer  in  onr  coinage.  I  moat  oonfesa, 
however,  that  although  uie  caose  of  the  evila 
and  the  nature  of  the  remedy  are  obvious,  yet, 
when  we  come  to  i^ply  the  remedy,  we  find 
it  an  extremely  nice,  ufficolt,  and  complicated 
qaesUon  to  determine  what  propwtion  ot  gold 
to  nlver  in  oar  ot^nage  is  neeo— ary  to  pUee 
the  two  onna  upon  an  equal  footioe  in  oom- 
mero^  and  innufrth^  cmeoirent  evoolation, 
•o  that  the  one  may  be  readily  exdianged  for 
the  other  by  tale,  to  «mt  oonveoience  or  pleas- 
ure. 

In  attempting  to  fix  the  value  of  gidd  at  our 
mint,  with  the  aole  view  of  introdurang  it  into 
drcnlation  with  alver,  so  that  the  one  inaj 
not  be  preferred  to  the  other  la  the  payment 
of  debts,  a  doe  n^ard  must  be  paid  to  the  rela- 
tive value  of  bullion  in  the  gr^  marts  of  the 
world,  and  more  especially  in  tiioee  nations 
with  which  we  have  the  greateat  OMmneroial 
intorcwirse.  In  addition  to  thli^  we  mnst  also 
take  into  eonnderation  the  ftcC,  which  the 
histmy  (tf  the  two  metals  iDoonteatably  proves, 
to  wit:  the  nniveraal  tendency  of  gold  to  rise 
tn  value  relatively  to  diver ;  and  also  the  fact, 
proved  by  the  b^le  to  which  I  have  referred, 
furnished  by  the  director  of  our  mint,  that 
mncb  more  of  the  two  metals  are  now  coined 
npon  the  basis  that  gold  is  in  valne  to  silver  as 
one  to  sixteen,  than  according  to  any  other 
prf^rtion.  It  is  true,  the  average  market 
value  of  gold  and  sUver  bullion,  or  of  foreign 
coins,  which  are  esteemed  as  buUioa  in  the 
markets  oi  Enj^and,  France,  and  Holland,  has 
hem  fiw  many  yean  past,  and  ia  now,  between 
16.9  and  nxteen  to  one.  Bat  to  tiiapb  for 
onr  standard  the  minimmn  ma^^  valne  of  the 
metals  in  either  of  these  Area  natiois  would 
be^  I  am  eoofidanti  to  eontinae  the  evils  of  oar 
present  system.  Independent  of  the  consider&- 
^ns  as  to  the  tendency  of  gold  to  rise  in  value 
relatively  to  silver,  and  the  fact  that  the 
average  proportion  of  gold  to  ^ver  in  the 
coinage  m  much  the  latgest  portion  of  the 
world  is  now  mxteen  to  one,  the  differenoe  in 
the  expense  and  convenienoe  of  exporting  gold 
and  silver,  added  to  the  advanced  value  of 
gold,  ariring  from  an  increased  demand  for  it, 
m  case  it  were  introduced  into  general  circula- 
tim  in  the  United  States,  would  be  fhll j  if  not 
more  than  equivalent  to  djshty-eight  hun- 
dredths of  one  per  oent,  the  dmerenee  between 
16.86  and  sixteen  to  one.  Ttierefore,  am  I 
decidedly  in  favor  the  amendment  offered 
by  the  honorable  oburman  of  the  committee 
on  ooioB,  which  makes  the  m^e  weigh  two 
hundred  and  thirty-two  grains  pure  g^d,  and 
two  hundred  and  fifty-eight  standard,  nine- 
tentha  fine,  wfaidi  fa  eqiuvalent  to  f»ta  (tf  (dd  fiv 
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sixteen  of  aUver.  lamtn  fhvorof  thiaprtnoi^ 
tioo,  notflr(»nan^sdfiBhor]ooalooiiridentioo% 
but  because  I  smoerely  bdieve  that  it  is  for 
die  public  good  that  both  metals  should  be 
coined  at  oar  mint,  and  that  nothing  short  of 
the  proportion  proposed  in  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  will 
place  the  two  coins  upon  a  levd  in  the  oom- 
meroial  world,  and  insore  their  oonourrent  eir* 
ctdation  in  the  United  States. 

Ur.  GoEHAM  said  it  was  impintant  that 
true  ratio  of  gold  and  nlvw  should  be  sooa* 
rately  fixed.  If  there  was  too  mooh  giAA  ia 
the  eagle^  everybody  woaUL  pay  thdr  debta 
in  doUua ;  If  too  litue^  all  woud  p^*  in  ea^es. 
It  was  very  diffienlt,  and  ft  matter  of  great 
nicety,  to  fix  their  relative  value.  At  first, 
it  had  been  determined  that  one  ounce  of  gdd 
was  worth  fifteen  ooaoes  of  silver.  Ttua  om- 
tinued  to  be  the  reladve  value  established  by 
law,  from  the  year  1793  till  about  fifteen  years 
ago.  This  continued  to  be  very  near  the  troth 
for  about  thir^  years,  when  the  proportion  had 
suddenly  changed.  Whence  the  change  had 
proceeded  it  was  not  easy  to  tell,  probably 
from  an  increased  prodncti<A  of  sUver  and  a 
proportionate  decrease  in  the  {woduction  ot 
gold;  or  because  more  g(dd  had  bemenqdoyed 
in  the  coinage  of  Great  Brtt^  Whatever 
the  caose  might  be,  tiie  valne  bad  risen  ftom 
fifteen  ounces  to  fifteen  and  a  half  and  fifteea 
and  three-quartergL  That.waa  the  very  extwt. 
This  bill  fixed  it  at  sixteen.  However  the 
standard  was  fixed,  it  oo^t  not  to  be  changed 
every  day.  He  did  not  uow  that  it  was  very 
essential  to  change  it  at  dl.  The  present 
standard  had  l(nig  been  found  a  very  good  one. 
But  if  any  change  were  made,  it  most  be  dcme 
with  the  greAtest  care.  It  was  now  only 
fifteen  years  nnoe  gtrfd  and  silver  were  ht 
concurrent  droolation  in  this  coantry,  and 
debts  were  deoumded  and  p^  in  eithw  m^f- 
ferenUy.  And  ever  sinoe  that  period,  tho 
badness  of  the  coantry  had  got  along  vary 
well  until  the  late  distorbance  on  the  subje^ 
of  the  currency.  The  qnestioi  in  tiiia  InlL  Ibr. 
G.  observed,  was  one  pardy  and  wnolly 
separate  from  all  politics.  It  was  a  qaei^oa 
of  business,  which  rested  idt(^ther  on  different 

rands.  It  was  impossible  for  that  House, 
any  act  of  its  legislation,  either  to  take  from 
or  to  add  to  the  value  of  gold.  That  valoe 
was  fixed  by  other  things  tiian  acts  of  Congress. 
The  Govemment  mi^t  mark  its  own  oohi 
with  what  value  it  pfeased,  bat  it  coold  not 
^ve  it  that  value ;  uid  if  by  Inw  th^  allowed 
money  to  be  a  IftwM  toider  for  man  than 
its  valoe,  tbey  immedlatdy  aflb^ed  the  obliga- 
tion of  contracts,  which  they  were  forbidden 
by  the  constitution  to  do.  Their  law  could 
no  more  change  the  valoe  c^n^  than  it  conid 
make  gold.  The  real  use  in  a  mint  was  only 
to  assure  the  people  that  the  piece  stamped 
was  of  a  certain  weight  and  fineness.  If  that 
weight  coold  be  stamped  in  figures,  it  would 
be  Ml  that  was  wanted 
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Ab  to  abrasion  of  the  two  metola,  the 
tame  amoaut  of  it  upon  the  gold  piece  which 
hat^ned  to  one  of  silrer  would  be  flfteen 
time«  as  great  in  valae ;  besides  that,  silver 
would  Bctnally  suffer  less  abrasion  than  gold. 
The  gold  pieces  thus  reduced  in  weight  would 
be  tept  m  circalotion;  for,  whenever  the 
goldsmiths  wanted  to  use  monej  as  bullion  for 

Eorposes  of  the  art  they  always  choose  the 
eavieat  they  eonld  get  If  ib»  law  ahoidd 
make  gold  too  chea]^  the  ootmtiy  wonld  have 
no  irilrer  drenlttion ;  for  who  would  bring 
■Htw  here  on  which  he  nrast  lose  two 
and  a  half  per  cent  t  We  should  soon  have 
the  same  cry  about  the  want  of  ^ver  coin 
which  there  was  now  about  gold.  Then  the 
nest  st^  wonld  be  to  tamper  with  the  value 
of  ^e  dollar ;  and  thus  the  nation  would  be 
vacillating  in  its  currency  like  a  boy  upon  a 
plank.  But,  if  debts  ^ould  be  paid  half  in  one 
metal  and  half  in  the  other,  all  danger  wmild 
be  dime  away  with. 

Hr.  G.  said  he  should  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Kew 
Tork,  (lur.  Biumi;)  and  by  that  gentleman's 
consent  wonld  oppeiud  his  own  mtmon  to  his, 
as  an  amendmoii 

[The  following  is  tiie  amatdment  proposed 
by  Hr.  QoasAH.] 

See.  8.  Jh  it  further  tmaeUd,  That  from  tnd  after 
the  first  d&y  of  Juiuvy,  1840,  the  legal  tender  for 
the  payment  and  dischatge  of  all  debts  contracted  or 
oblig^ons  for  the  payment  of  money  incurred  after 
the  puaage  of  this  act,  eball  be  one-half  in  the  Al- 
ver  corns  and  one-half  in  the  gold  coins  which  by 
hw  shall  be  made  carrent  in  the  United  States: 
ProTkied,  however,  that  any  sum  less  than  five  d<ri- 
lan,  and  that  ftactioo  or  remainder  of  a  larger  sum 
Iriddi  ahalt  be  lea  tima  Ave  doUars,  may  be  paid  in 
the  rilver  ooioa  oorrant  by  hw  within  the  United 
StaMsL 

Mr.  JoBXs,  of  Ge(H'g^  idd :  Ifr.  Speaker,  be- 
fore  I  proceed  to  the  ezandnation  of  the  snb- 
atitate  ofibred  by  &e  honorable  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  coins,  (Ur.  Wuim,)  and  the 
amendmwt  proposed  by  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Sbl- 
DBN,)  I  will  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Qorham,)  and  adopted  as 
a  part  of  his  amendment  by  the  gentleman 
from  Kew  York.  Sir,  that  amendment  pro- 
poses to  make  gold  and  silver  coins  a  legal 
tender  In  payment  of  all  debts,  in  equal 
amonnta— that  la  to  say,  one-half  of  the  debt 
is  to  be  paid  In  gtdd,  and  the  other  half  in 
lAver  ctdoi.  For  one,  I  cannot  give  my  vote 
in  favor  of  this  amendment  In  my  opinion, 
this  Government  has  no  authority  by  the  con- 
Btitation  to  make  any  thing  a  legal  tender  in 
p^ment  of  debts.  To  Congress  Is  given  the 
power  "to  coin  money  and  regulate  the  vtdne 
tiiereof."  To  the  States  is  retained  the  power 
to  make  gold  and  silver,  and  them  only,  a 
tender  in  payment  (tf  debts.  I  know  that 
some  gentlemen  believe  that  when  the  value 
of  et^  is  fixed  1^  Ocmgresi  it  beoomes  neoea- 
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sarily  a  legal  tender,  and  that  die  courts  will 
so  decide.  To  4his  I  ofibr  no  objection.  If 
such  be  the  legd  effect,  be  it  so.  One  thing, 
however,  is  certain :  if  such  be  not  the  leg^ 
effect,  Congress  has  no  power  to  make  any 
coin  a  legal  tender ;  and,  if  t^B  be  the  legid 
and  necessary  effect,  then  there  is  no  necessity 
for  Congress  to  do  it.  This  hwtg  the  case, 
it  is  certainly  unnecessary  to  insert  it  in  thia 
bill 

Kr,  iba  dnmmstanoes  under  which  tiie  vdb- 
stitote  to  the  original  loll  presented  by  Urt 
oommittee  has  been  oflisred  to  the  Honae  Igr 
the  honorable  chairman  of '  that  committer 
require  a  few  obsorvationa  from  me^  mwa 
especially  as  that  gentleman  has  been  chari^ 
by  his  colleague  (Mr.  Skldkk)  with  yieldmg 
his  own  opinion  to  mine.  These  remartu  ore 
made  more  in  justace  to  the  tuHKnaUe  diair- 
mon  than  mysdf.  , 

It  will  be  recollected  that  wh«i  this  bill  was 
in  Oommittee  of  the  Whole,  I  consented 
it  miriit  be  reported  to  the  House  without 
amendment;  and  at  the  same  time  nve 
notice  I  ahotdd  move  to  amend  the  same  when 
it  came  before  the  House,  by  changing  the  rel- 
ative value  of  gold  andsilrer  from  1  to  16.696, 
08  reported  by  the  committee,  to  1  to  16: 
in  other  wwtu,  to  make  one  ounce  of  gold 
worth  16  omoes  of  silver.  Since  that  time  I 
have  conversed  fidly,  frec^,  and  candidly, 
with  the  honorable  chsdrman,  and  he  has 
consented  to  present  the  snbstituto  which  is 
now  bef<»%  the  House,  and  whioh  obviates  all 
the  objections  which  I  had  to  the  original  bill, 
and  meets  with  my  entire  approbation.  For  his 
courtesy,  and  this  evidence  <tf  his  regard  to  my 
opinion,  he  ha»  my  thanks,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  hj  thia  oonrse  he  hoa  also  mat  the 
widies  <»many  of  his  ftiends. 

In  fixing  npm  tMi  ratia  we  shall  avoid  tha 
extremes  on  either  side.  In  Russia  the  ratio 
is  1  to  18 ;  in  Denmark  1  to  16^ ;  in  Spain  1 
to  16;  in  South  America  1  to  16;  in  Franca 
1  to  16^;  and  in  England,  nominally  and 
legally,  1  to  16.S ;  but  really,  as  we  have  seen. 
1  to  15.88.  then,  we  adopt  the  ratio  of  1 
to  16,  adopted  by  all  America  and  proposed 
by  the  Bulistituto,  we  shall  have  taken  the 
middle  coarse,  the  course  of  prudence  as  well 
as  of  safety.  In  media  tulmime  Una  is  the 
lanjgn^  of  wisdom  and  experience. 

Ilie  great  obgeet  to  be  attidned  In  regnlatiiq[ 
the  reuitive  vatue  at  g(dd  and  rilver  is  to 
obti^  t^e  circulation  of  both  if  praoUoablflk 
BS  the  cnrrenoy  of  the  country.  It  ia  welt 
known  and  admitted  that  the  value  of  gold, 
as  now  fixed  by  the  law,  is  such  that,  so  soon 
as  our  gold  coins  can  be  obtained  from  the 
mint,  they  are  immediately  exported ;  and  it 
is  earnestly  desired  to  correct  tins  evil.  The 
gentleman  from  Kew  York  (Mr.  Skldbit)  has 
told  you,  if  yon  adopt  the  snbstituto  our  coins 
will  go  out  of  the  country  when  the  balance 
of  trade  is  against  ua,  and  when  it  is  in  onr 
&vor  tiiey  will  retom  again,  and  Iqr  thia 
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operation  our  merchants  will  lose  two  and  a 
half  per  cent  I  have  already  Bhown  yon  that 
the  proposed  ratio  of  1  to  16  is  not  one  per 
cent,  ahove  the  oommercial  valne ;  and  if  the 
gentleman  is  correct  in  sajing  our  gold  coins  will 
retorn  to  na  again  after  they  have  once  left  as, 
I  can  only  say,  this  is  *'  a  oonsommation  most 
devoutly  to  lie  wished."  Hitherto,  like  the 
tracks  to  the  lion's  den,  they  have  heen  all 
one  way — to  Unrope,  and  not  one  solitary 
ea{^6  has  ever  made  good  its  cis-Atlantlo  flight. 
The  desideratam  of  which  we  are  iii  aearch  is 
to  keep  the  coins  in  the  coontiT^  and  if  this 
ratio  will  liave  the  ad^tional  enect  to  hring 
them  hock  agiun,  it  most  he  considered  an 
additional  recommendation  to  the  aobstitnte. 

Kr.  GiLLBT  said  that  he  must  ocmgratnlate 
the  House  and  nation,  that  Congress,  near  the 
close  of  a  session  of  seTen  mont^  devoted,  to 
a  great  extent,  in  debates  on  the  subject  of  the 
currency,  was  at  last  eerioady  engaged  in 
discussing  an  interesting  and  important  branch 
of  an  undoubted  constitutional  currency.  The 
interests  and  wishes  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  demanded  our  pnHnpt  aotbn  npon  this 
■ulfject,  and  he  ooold  discover  no  reasm  why 
those  interests  and  wishes  should  not  Iw  re- 
sponded to  in  a  satififutory  manner.  This  bill, 
as  prwoaed  to  be  amended  by  his  <M>lleagne, 
Qb.  Whits,)^  fixes  the  value  of  our  gold  coins,  as 
compared  with  silver,  at  10  to  1,  and  to  coin 
eagles,  half  eagles,  quarter  eagles,  and  dollars. 
Another  colleague  of  bis  (Mr.  SbldkiO  had 
proposed  an  amendment  to  the  amendment, 
which  required  these  several  coins  to  be  of  a 
greater  weight  A  genUemaa  from  Kasiaohn- 
setts  (Mr.  Gobham)  had  proposed  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  amendment  to  the  amendment, 
which  required,^in  the  payment  of  all  sums 
over  five  ooUarB,  that  one-half  should  be  paid 
in  gold  and  the  other  in  trilver.  To  this  last 
amendment  he  could  not  yield  his  assent.  It 
was  wholly  arbitrary  and  unjust,  and  would 
bear  with  peculiar  hardship  npon  fjarmers, 
shopkeepers,  and  small  dealers,  who  collected  in 
thtir  business  small  sums,  hnt  who  might  be 
compelled  to  pay  out  in  lai^e  ones.  It  might 
also  apply  to  collectors  of  taxes,  and  others, 
who  collect  and  disburse  the  public  revenue. 
An  individual  might  be  compelled  to  pay  a 
laige  debt  at  a  distant  place,  and  certainly  he 
ou^t  to  be  allowed  the  privily  of  paying  it 
tn  that  c<^  which  be  oonld  the  most  eaaly 
transport  to  the  place  of  pi^ent.  Be  oonld 
see  no  good  that  oonld  possibly  result  from 
this  propontion,  and  be  hoped  it  would  not  be 
adopted  by  the  House,  There,  then,  remained 
but  two  questionB  of  hnportance  to  pass  upon. 
First,  is  it  expedient  to  increase  the  circulation 
of  gold  in  the  country?  and,  second,  is  16  to 
1  the  properproportion  between  gold  andsilverl 

As  to  the  first  question,  Mr,  O,  said  he 
tboaght  the  true  interests  of  the  country  called 
for  an  increased  circulation  of  the  precious 
mehds,  and  particularly  (tf  gdd,  which  was 
light  and  portable,  and  would  prove  c<aivenient 


in  the  transaction  of  tnisiness,  and  he  was 
confident  the  voice  of  the  American  people 
demanded  it.  He  was  aware  that  we  had,  on 
another  occasion,  been  told  of  a  currency 
better  than  gold  and  silver,  which  bad  been 
furnished  by  a  corporation.  He  entertaintd 
no  such  opinion  of  tne  productions  of  any  cor- 
poration. He  preferrea  a  currency  recognized 
by  and  resting  upon  the  laws  of  the  Union,  the 
value  of  which  should  not  depend  upon  the 
good  or  ill  fortune  of  a  corporation,  or  its 
ability  to  pay  its  debts,  and  which  should  not 
vibrate,  contract,  or  expand,  with  the  uncon- 
trolled will  of  a  soulless  body.  Our  oonstitu- 
tion  had  glvm  us  the  "power  to  coin  money 
and  rc«nlate  the  value  thereof^  and  to  regulate 
the  value  of  f<H«ign  0<Hn8."  ThiB  clause  of 
the  constitution  confers  all  the  power  Congress 
has  over  this  subject.  It  had  been  aptly  called 
"  a  hard-money  power."  Under  thisj  it  was 
our  duty  to  declare  the  value  of  foreign  gold 
and  silver,  and  make  such  coins  as  the  wants 
of  our  country  require.  It  appeared  to  him 
to  be  the  duty  of  Congress  to  provide  that 
which  was  most  (xmTeiiiait,  and  aneh  as  would 
be  a  legal  tender  in  payment  ot  debts.  Con- 
gress bad  no  power  to  make  say  otber  cur- 
rency, and  if  it  possessed  it,  its  exercise  would 
be  inexpedient  He  sud  he  was  aware  that 
banks  had  become  so  interwoven  with  the 
transactions  of  the  country,  tliat  it  m^;ht  be 
imposEible  to  return  to  an  entire  specie  cumula- 
tion, if  it  were  expedient  to  do  so.  Large 
transactions  among  commercial  men  and  bank- 
ers mi^t  well  be  in  large  bills,  the  represents 
atives  of  money ;  but  aU  the  minor  channels 
of  circulation  ought  to  be  filled  with  gold  and 
diver.  Without  a  broad  hteia  ot  the  wedons 
metals,  a  secure  paper  cironlation  ooold  not  be 
Bostdned.  He  hqped  to  see  aQ  small  Inlls 
retire  from  dronlation,  and  their  _^aoe  flilad 
with  coins.  This  would  place  in  the  hands  of 
the  poor  and  laboring  classes  a  safe  and  sound 
currency,  which  would  remiun  nnaffected  by 
the  crumbling  of  rotten  banks  and  the  fearfbl 
a^tations  of  pani<».  Then  the  humble  indi- 
vidual whose  all  might  consist  of  a  flaw  dollars 
would  not  be  injured  or  alarmed  by  the  cry 
of  partisans  and  demagogues  on  the  subject  of 
currency.  If  our  cironlatiou  had  been,  during 
the  past  year,  principally  of  coins,  we  should 
not  have  heard  people  advised  to  demand 
specie  on  State  buik  paper,  becanae  all  p^pw 
but  that  of  the  UnitedT  States  Bank  was  neu^ 
worthless.  Nor  should  we  have  heard  mum 
of  panic  and  apprehended  danger.  All  would 
have  been  quiet  on  that  pomt  Under  the 
paper  system,  banks  have  broken,  and,  he 
would  aslc,  on  whom  did  the  loss  most  severely 
fallf  Upon  the  poor,  who  understood  little 
of  the  condition  and  credit  of  banks.  The 
wealthy  usually  foresaw  the  evil  and  protect- 
ed themselves.  He  feared  this  had  even  been 
done  at  the  expense  of  the  poor,  but  he  hoped 
not  often.  It  was  due  to  the  American  people 
that  this  OoDgress  shoold  change  the  <vder 
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of  thing^  and  j^ve  to  the  people  a  oar- 
reoe/  wmoh  iQi(rald  not  flaetute  m  valne,  is 
ewporatioiiB  mi{^  mani^  wdl  or  ill,  or 
be  fiurtniiate  or  nnfiirtaiiate.  We  ought  to 
give  them  a  onrrenciy  that  ahoold  be  as  im- 
mutable aa  the  metala  of  vUoh  he  ]HopoBed  to 
make  it, 

Hr.  BnnrKT  said :  The  important  matter  be- 
fore tiie  Hoose,  the  relatiTe  ralae  of  gtdd  and 
ulver,  had  now  been  bronght  np  for  conndera- 
tion  in  a  vay  which  he  coold  not  help  regard- 
ing aa  altogether  extraordinarj.  Indeed,  the 
manner  in  whitdi  the  Hoose  received  the  prop- 
odtion  was  so;  for  although  the  effect  of  a 
change  might  be  to  disturb  oontraots  and  i^oee, 
and  the  silver  cnrrencT-  of  the  oonntryf  to  a 
OTeat  d^ree,  and  althoof^  it  waa  known  that 
uie  ratio  of  16  to  1,  now  propoeed  hj  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  was  not  sostuned  bj 
any  thing  that  had  been  ever  said  hj  that  gen- 
tleman before,  or  by  any  committee  of  this 
House,  ret  much  of  the  discnaslon  of  this  morn- 
ing had  passed  without  the  presence  of  fifty 
members,  a  dromnstanoe  indioaUng  either  great 
indifference  or  entire  determination  upon  thja 
matter.  It  oonld  not  have  escaped  notice,  that 
after  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  committee 
on  coins  had  given  yearato  the  oonnderation 
of  this  mattOT,  andfaad,atthe6ndafhiadabo- 
rate  reports,  presentsd  a  1»U  eatirfdiahilut  the 
ntlo  of  1  to  16.086  or  16t,  and  a  aabnaiaiy 
onrreni^  in  both  the  metala  deteriorated  fiom 
6  and  a  fraction  to  8  and  a  fraction  per  cent, 
and  had  passed  it  throngh  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  without  alteration,  he  had  now,  witb- 
oat  any  previons  notice,  abandoned  his  whole 
bill,  ratio,  salnidiary  onrrency  and  all,  and  had 
oome  out  with  a  dmple  enactment  for  making 
gold  coins  in  the  ratio  to  ulver  of  one  to  six- 
teen, or  thereaboata.  The  honorable  churman 
had  never  supported  nor  enggested  anch  a  ratio 
in  aqr  of  his  recMnts.  In  one  of  them  he  had 
said  that  "  the  alteration  in  the  qoautity  oS  gold 
representing  ten  dollars,  from  247^  grains  to 
S88i  grains,"  (  and  the  proposed  alteration  waa 
atill  greater,  by  one  and  a  half  gr^D&)  "  was 
an  aotoal  reduction  of  six  per  cent  from  the 
previously-existing  and  long-prevailing  measure 
of  omtraots and  he  had  ^omitted  the  jostice 
of  the  remark,  that  "  snch  a  change  ooud  not 
be  made  without  distorbbg  the  balance  of  in- 
trindo  value,  and  making  every  acre  of  land  as 
well  as  every  bushel  of  wheat,  of  less  actual 
worth  than  in  time  past."  He  had  also  stated 
it  aa  the  final  opinion  of  the  c<Hnmittee,  that 
tiie  rate  propoeed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury of  1  M  gcAd  for  16,626  cS  rilver  waa  the 
ntinoatltnut  to  which  the  value  oould  be  raised, 
with  a  due  regard  to  a  paramoont  intmstj  the 
preservaticm  of  our  ^ver  aa  the  bans  ot  drou- 
ution.  The  whole  mass  of  reports  might  be 
ooQsidered  as  mainly  intended  to  show  "  that 
the  standard  of  value  ought  to  be  legally  and 
ftxolouvely,  as  it  waa  practically,  regulated  in 
silver."  The  chairman  now  proposed,  without 
giving  any  reasons  at  all,  aa  ei^e  ot  882  grains 
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offlDegold,  andaoonaeqnentratioof  1  to  16, 
to  tiie  probaUe  if  not  o^tahi  overthrow  of  the 
ailverba^  Bythisextzwndinaxyatephehad 
given  away  his  wtire  «xpenAtnre  itf  labor  ia 
tiiose  reports,  and  the  Honse  had  be«t  loft 
without  me  aid  of  any  committee  whatever.  If 
this  had  occurred  at  an  earlier  stage  of  the  ses- 
sion, the  whole  snl^eet  ou^t  to  uve  been  re- 
committed, that  the  reasons  for  the  gentleman's 
change  of  opinion  mi^ht  have  been  submitted 
to  the  House,  and  dehberately  oonaideredj  b^ 
fore  acting  in  so  critical  a  concern. 

In  his  judgment,  Ifr.  B.  said,  there  waa 
nothing  in  these  or  in  any  other  suggestions 
that  had  been  made,  to  Jnstin-  the  extreme  vain*- 
tion  now  inwposed  by  the  ehairman  of  the  oniH 
mittee  on  ooins.  In  rttjard  to  this  or  any  otiber 
change  in  the  value,  wan  were  two  remark* 
that  be  would  submit  to  the  House.  In  the 
first  ^aoe,  he  did  not  entertidn  the  opinion  that 
any  change  would  materially  increase  the  metal- 
lie  circulation  the  country.  Gold,  however 
estimated,  would  not,  to  any  extent,  take  the 
place  of  bank  paper,  while  bank  paper  was  per- 
mitted by  law  to  circulate  as  it  now  difl.  A 
traveller  might  be  induced  to  take  gold  for  his 
expenses,  if  he  oonld  not  obtain  paper  that 
wonld  travel  with  him  without  loss ;  and  whUa 
gold  should  be  a  novelty,  a  few  more  pieoei 
might  be  seal  in  the  pod»ts  of  the  dtucois; 
hot  the  increase  of  the  mass  in  dronlatitni  from 
these  causes  would  not  be  oonriderable.  Whov 
ever  gold  should  come,  in  the  present  condition 
of  our  bank  paper,  it  wonld  in  general  displace 
silver,  withont  adding  to  it  This  was  the  fint 
remark  he  had  to  submit;  The  other  waa,  that 
no  change  in  valuation  would  produce  any 
considerable  increase  of  spede  in  the  banks. 
Under  the  propoeed  change  they  would  have  a 
greater  amount  of  gold,  but  at  the  same  time 
tliey  wonld  have  a  less  amount  of  silver,  Koth' 
ing  would  induce  the  banb,  nor  could  any  thing 
compel  them,  to  keep  more  ot  dther  metal  on 
hand  than  was  necessary  to  sustun  thdr  paper 
drcnlation ;  and  wh^  uuj  did  Iceep  on  nand, 
whether  it  should  be  gold  or  nlver,  would  be 
of  the  same  use  to  them  and  to  the  countir. 
Xiittie  or  nothing  was  to  be  gained  by  the  sub- 
stitntion  of  gold  for  silver.  The  mass  wonld 
not  be  augmented,  thoiwh  its  eomplexi<m  might 
be  changed.  It  waa,  therefore,  a  delusion  to 
suppose,  as  had  been  prodaimed  in  the  public 
papers,  that  this  bill  would  give  a  n>ecie  cur- 
rency to  the  country;  neither  would  it  give 
increased  stability  to  bank  paper.  The  extent 
of  its  effect  would  be,  if  gold  should  be  rj^tJy 
valued,  to  give  the  con^ixy  sane  more  gola 
than  it  previondy  had,  and  to  abont  the  same 
extent  to  diminish  the  nlver;  and  it  would  also 
give  to  the  holder  of  gold  its  real  value  imme- 
diately,  in  every  transaction,  without  compel- 
ling mm  to  seek  it  through  a  transaction  wiui  a 
br&er.  If  overvalued,  Its  efibct  would  be  to 
enable  a  debtor  to  pay  his  present  debts  with 
lesB  than  he  owed,  and  to  that  extent,  oonse- 
qnently,  to  defraud  fds  creditor ;  and  it  wonld, 
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if  oondderable,  plaoe  tHrw  exacUr  in  the  oon- 
diUon  in  which  gold  now  was,  and  make  it  an 
tftide  of  trade  instead  of  carrency.  In  the  end, 
w*  mifl^t  have  to  ohange  the  relatlTe  value  of 
the  two  metals  to  keep  nWer  here,  as  we  now 

{troposed  to  do  to  keep  the  ^Id. '  It  had  hot, 
ndeed,  occurred  to  him  that  it  was  as  important 
as  some  had  thought  to  raise  gold  even  to  what 
he  admitted  to  he  its  tme  proportional  ralne. 
llie  real  ralae  had  alwayi  been  obtained,  and 
would  oon^ned  to  be  obtuned,  by  the  Ameri- 
can holder,  in  the  shape  of  a  pr^nium  in  the 
market,  and  tiiis  without  any  law  for  the  pnr- 
po>e^  except  the  law  of  oommendal  ezohangei. 
IndMd,  it  was  from  thlp  tcft  premium  that  its 
tme  Taln^  when  compared  with  ulver,  was 
obt^ed.  It  would  facilitate  the  gain  of  this 
premium  by  the  holder  of  gold,  to  raise  the 
I^;al  valae  of  gold  to  the  same  extent  or  there- 
alwutB,  and  to  this  extent  be  was  willing  to  go, 
but  not  beyond  it. 

ICr.  Cakbbblbnq  said :  There  has  been,  Mr, 
Speaker,  too  much  refinement  and  ^peculation 
fm  ^is  question  of  the  relative  value  of  gold 
and  silver  and  of  currency.  I  am  persuaded  that 
the  currency  of  every  country  would  have  been 
Inflidtdy  more  sound,  if  less  meoulation  and 
refinnnent  had  been  introdaoed  into  legislation 
through  the  agency  <tf  mint  Erectors  and  bank- 
ers. We  are  now  endeaToring  to  a^ust  this 
question  permanently,  to  aid  in  reforming  the 
currency  of  the  coontiy,  aod  what  do  we  find  f 
Why,  rir,  after  all  ^is  legislatlTe  wisdom, 
after  altering  and  reoltering  the  ratio,  after 
alternately  adopting  gold  or  suver  as  a  currency, 
we  find  the  most  enlightened  nations  of  Europe 
with  debased  currencies,  for  the  purpose  of 
keeping  at  home  that  which  should  be  the 
medium  of  the  world;  and  that,  after  all  their 
inqoiries  and  refinements,  no  two  of  them  agree 
In  establishing  the  relative  value  of  gold  and 
rilver.  Now,  Ar,  with  great  deference  to  these 
ftuUioritiea  in  esteblisUng  a  pennanmt  ratio,  I 
pr^r  following  a  leas  fluctuating  example.  I 
mti&r  lookinff  to  the  Bontb — to  our  own  neigh- 
bors, where  ue  same  unvarying  ratio  has  con- 
tinued for  generations — to  those  mining  coun- 
tries where  the  ratio  is  established  which  will 
inflnenoe  and  control  the  relative  value  of  gold 
and  silver,  notwithstanding  all  our  laws  and 
the  tonporary  finotnations  at  different  times 
and  in  partic^ar  countries.  We  aUj  sir,  have 
our  particular  speculations  upon  this  snbject 
One  gentleman  proposes  fifteen  and  five-eighths ; 
tiieeentlemaa  from  Massachusetts  ^Ct.Oobham) 
woud  go  as  high  as  fifteen  and  tliree-quarters; 
BDiif  dr,  I  have  my  own  speoulaticas  about  it; 
the  just  average,  according  to  the  best  calcula- 
tion I  can  make,  is  fifteen,  eighty-dx  and  a 
hfdf.  The  ratio  proposed  by  my  colleague  (Mr. 
WHrrs)  is  afhtotlon  less  than  one  per  <»nt. 
higher  than  the  result  of  my  calculations.  In- 
dependent of  these  calculations,  I  have  always 
thoaght  that  in  establishing  a  ratio  for  our 
coins  ^ntuatad  as  we  are,  intermediate^  between 
the  noning  oonDtriea  and  Eunpe)  we  should  go 


higher  than  most  of  the  European  regnlatiomii 
and  fall  a  littie  below  the  ancient  Spanish 
ratio,  which  is  still  the  regnlator  in  most  oonn* 
tries  where  there  are  no  controlling  laws.  But, 
sir,  I  willingly  surrender  all  my  ^peculations  on 
this  subject ;  it  is  much  more  safe  to  establish 
a  valuation  of  gold  too  high  than  too  low ;  by 
adopting  a  higher  ratio,  we  shall  be  more  cer- 
tain of  accomplishing  our  olgect,  which  ia  to 
secjire  for  our  own  country  the  permanent  eir- 
culati<Hi  of  gold  coins. 

Some  objections  have  been  stated  which  I 
do  not  bcUeve  well  fDonded.  We  are  alarmed 
at  a  mere  fractional  vsriatitm.  Of  the  impor- 
tance of  this  objection  we  may  Judge  by  the 
fact  stated  in  this  debate.  We  are  told  tliat 
the  mint  valuation  in  France  is  fifteen  and  a 
halt  while  the  current  value  is  fifteen  and  seven* 
tenuis;  tiiat  in  England,  fifteen  and  a  fifth,  or 
less  by  another  cuculation;  while  the  actual 
ratio  is  about  fifteen  and  ei^ty-three  hun- 
dredths. Sir,  the  current  ratS>  between  gold 
and  silver  bullion  may,  as  it  does,  fluctuate 
with  the  increased  or  diminished  demand  for 
either  for  temporary  use.  But,  with  a  just 
ratio,  your  currenciy  will  not  be  affected  tj  audi . 
finotnations.  Great  fears  have  been  ezpnased, 
too^  about  driving  diver  ont  of  the  oomitiy. 
I  cannot  believe,  mr,  that  the  trifling  advantage 
given  to  gold,  an  advantage  not  equal  to  cue 
per  cent,  will  produce  any  such  effect  Neither 
of  them  would  go  out,  niueas  to  pay  temporary 
balances,  and  under  the  proposed  r^olations 
for  our  coin.  If  the  Mexican  and  Peruvian 
dollars  were  eroorted,  the  fractions  of  the 
dollars  of  every  kind,  and  the  gold,  would  re- 
main ;  I  cannot  perceive  bow  this  resolt  would 
ii^nre  the  country.  Another  apprehendon  is 
indulged,  as  I  think,  equally  unfounded.  Cal- 
culating erroneously  upon  the  existing  relative 
value  of  gold  and  silver  in  this  oonntiT  as  the 
tme  and  proper  value,  and  forgettdng  that  it  is 
altc^t^  the  artifioiol  work  of  our  own  laws, 
we  ore  gravely  told  of  the  danger  of  anthcHiang 
the  circulation  of  both  metals  t(»etber,  and  par- 
ticularly when  you  value  gold  two  or  three 
per  cent  higher  than  it  ought  to  be.  The  error 
IS  in  assuming  that  fifteen  and  five-eighths  is  the 
Just  average  ratio  of  gold  and  silver  in  the 
markets  of  the  world,  while  that  average  is 
within  a  fraction  of  one  per  cent,  of  that  pro- . 
posed  by  my  colleague,  (Mr.  Whitb.)  Pass  the 
Dill,  and  ^Id  would  immediately  assume  its 
Just  relative  value,  and  whatever  small  difiier- 
ence  might  exist,  would  be  immediately  con- 
trolled by  law  uid  custom.  The  opinion  that 
the  two  metals  cannot  droolate  tog^her,  and 
both  be  made  a  lawflal  to^r.  Is,  I  know,  goi- 
eral ;  but  it  is  rather  speculative  than  sound. 
It  may  be  logically  proved  in  theory:  but,  lil» 
many  other  theories,  it  Is  contradicted  by 
experience.  It  is  extraordinary  that  we  should 
inanlge  these  alarms  in  the  face  of  the  ex- 
amples of  France  and  of  all  the  nations  south 
of  ua,  where  both  metals  t^rcnlate  and  are 
reooived  in  tlie  payment  of  debt^  withoak 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DSBATSS  OF  OONGBESa 


$15 


Jmi^  1884.] 

inconvenienoo  or  aaj  derangement  of  the  cur- 
rency. 

Kr.  GoBHAH  observed  that  the  Hoiue  waa 
going  to  make  gold  dieaper  than  silver,  and 
uie  neoeaaary  randt  moat  be^  that  the  gold 
woidd  be  retained  and  the  diver  aent  abroad. 
The  ooot  (d  carrying  the  two  kinda  of  specie 
being  the  same,  a  man  going  abroad,  would,  of 
coarse,  take  that  kind  in  preference  which 
would  bring  him  the  most  where  he  wasgohig: 
and  if  there  was  even  a  small  difference,  it  woidd 
be  sufficient  to  detonmne  his  dioice.  He  had 
offered  a  proposition  which  he  believed  woold 
meet  and  obviate  the  difficulty,  and  keep  both 
metals  among  us.  TTnless  some  snoh  exmdient 
should  be  adopted,  he  was  very  certain  that  the 
diver  would  shortly  disappear,  and  nothing  but 
gold  would  get  into  circulation;  and  then  ju^ 
the  same  difficolty  would  oconr  with  gold  as  did 
DOW  respeotiDg  sUTer. 

Kr.  MoKnc  opposed  the  ameudnient  suggested 
by  Ur.  QoBiUH,  which,  he  said,  mnild,  in  in-ao- 
tice,  derange  all  the  commeroial  affidra  of  the 
community.  It  required  that  all  payments  moat 
be  made  one-half  in  gold.  What  if  the  gold 
was  not  Id  the  countiyt  and  such  was  notori- 
ously the  fact.  The  low  standard  which  had 
long  prevailed  in  this  country  for  that  metal 
had  dnven  it  all  away.  The  amoxmt  of  gold 
coin  in  the  United  States  had  been  regularly 
^minishing  for  years  past.  Gold  alone  was  a 
l^al  tender  in  Great  Britain,  and  this  caused 
all  the  gold  to  centre  there.  Bnch  an  arrange- 
ment as  was  suggested  by  the  gentleman  last  up 
would,  If  insisted  upon,  give  an  entirely  new 
tr^  to  oar  oommerdal  business.  Every  man 
would  be  set  to  hnntiDg  about  to  find  where  any 
gold  was  to  be  fonnd,  and  the  use  of  notes 
would,  in  a  great  degree,  be  discontanDed.  He 
thought  the  ratio  of  16  to  1  cerfa^nly  too  high ; 
he  beJieved  16.826  would  be  a  better  standi ; 
but  if  it  was  found  that  they  had  gone  a  little 
over  the  mark,  it  was  a  matter  that  might  be 
easily  radiated.  The  effect,  in  the  meuiwhile, 
would  be  to  extend  some  encouragement  to  our 
gold  mines  at  the  South.  The  exportation  of 
gold  at  present,  was  a  regular  trade,'  and  the 
effect  was  to  injure  men  of  small  capital. 
Another  result  of  the  bill  would  be  to  drive 
oot  the  circulation  of  bank  notes^  to  a  certain 
degree,  which,  perhaps,  would  not  be  a  bad 
thing.  Bat  he  hoped  the  half-and-half  plan  of 
the  gentlemaa  mm  HassaohoBetts  would  not' 
be  adopted. 

Ur.  GosHAH  withdrew  his  amendment 

The  question  being  loudly  demanded,  it  was 
put  npon  Ur.  Sslsbn'b  amendment  to  the 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  WarrE,  (fixing  the 
ratio  of  g<M  to  silver  at  16.6S6  to  1,)  and 
decided  by — yeas  6S,  nays  127. 

Ur.  GoRHAif,  observing  that  he  felt  much 
anxiety  as  to  the  practical  effect  of  the  bill  in 
driving  oat  the  nlver  from  our  country,  pro- 
posed an  amendment  altering  the  relative  pro- 
portions d  fine  standard  gud  in  the  eagle,  as 
lldlowt :  instead        graina  of  pore  gold  to  256 
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grains  of  standard  gold,  he  proposed  284  grains 
of  the  one  to  260  grains  of  tlie  other;  in  the 
half  eagle,  to  change  116  to  117  grains  of  fine 
gold,  and  129  to  180  of  standard  gold;  and  m 
the  quarter  eagle,  68  to  661,  and  64^  to  65. 

Ur.  WiLDB  said  that  this  was  the  veiy  hi|^- 
ttst  nriio  to  wbioh  he  oould  bring  his  mind.  If 
it  should  be  set  higher,  the  inCvitaUe  effect 
would  be  to  banish  silver,  and  sabodtatB 
in  its  place. 

Hr.  GosHAii'a  amendment  was  rejected — 
yeas  69,  nays  112. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  amendment 
offered  by  Ur.  Whitb, 

Ur.  BiNiTBT  offered  an  amendment,  providing 
that  a  certain  number  of  the  pieces  coined  in 
each  year  should  be  reserved  and  assayed,  to 
ascertain  whether  they  were  of  the  proper 
fineness.  This,  he  said,  was  recommended  by 
the  director  of  the  mint ;  and  he  offraed  it  m 
the  form  of  a  new  section  to  the  btU. 

Ur.  yfvm  accepted  this  fa  amodifleatlosi  ni 
his  amendment;  and  the  apiendment  thus  mod- 
ified was  agreed  toi 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  its  third  reading,  and 
read  a  third  time:  and  the  question  bdna: 
"ShaU  this  bill  pass!" 

Ur.  Adahs  said  he  should  vote  in  the  affirm- 
ative, though  he  did  it  very  relnctantty,  and  in 
the  hope  that  the  ratio  would  be  amended  else- 
where. He  considered  it  as  decidedly  too  high ; 
but  as  the  bill  was  a  very  important  one,  he 
should  not  oppose  its  passage. 

Ur.  Abcbbb  hoped  that  the  House  would  be 
hiflneneed  by  this  snggestion  of  his  friend  from 
Uassaohnsetta  to  votefor  the  bill. 

Hr.  GoBHAM  said  tiiat  if  the  Hoose  should 
vote,  by  any  yeer  large  minority,  for  the  biU, 
he  was  assm^d  the  Senate  would  not  alter  it. 
He  hoped  all  who  were  opposed  to  the  biU 
would  vote  ag^nst  it,  witnont  any  view  to 
amendments  hereafter, 

Ur.  WiLPB  admitted  that  by  the  existing 
law,  gold  was  undervalued ;  but  by  this  bill  it 
would  be  BO  groatly  overv^ued  that  of  the  two 
he  should  prefer  the  old  law. 

The  bill  was  passed — yeas  146,  nays  86. 

Another  coin  bill,  r^;ulating  the  value  of 
certain  foreign  gold  coins  wit£in  the  United 
States,  was  then  taken  up,  and  having,  on 
motiui  oi  Mr.  Whus,  been  so  amended  as  to 
confirm  it  to  the  ni&o  estabUabed  in  the  ine- 
ceding  Mil,  it  was  in  fike  manner  read  a  tfiitd 
Itane,  passed,  «nd  sent  to  the  Sesiito  litir  oouoiir^ 
renoe. 


TnxBDAT,  June  24. 
Xioeal  Sank  D^otit  Regulation  SiU. 
The  House  resumed  the  consideration  <^  the 
"  bill  regulating  the  deposits  in  the  local  banks." 

Ur.  CouLTBB  BaW :  Ur.  Speaker,  although  X 
was  in  &vor  of  ccmtiaoiDg  the  United  Stetes 
Bank  as  the  depository  of  the  public  treasor^ 
until  by  its  recent  course  it  placed  itself  in  aa 
attitude  of  direct  hostility  to  Ihc  legisbrtivo 
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Mthority  of  th«  conntrr  in  relation  to  that 
treasure.  I  never  would  have  ad<Hited  this 
mode  of  eflbcting  tliat  oljeet,  as  either  ade- 
quate to  remedr  the  evila  eomplidned  <»■ 
oalenlated  to  aUqr  i^rehouioos  of  the 
oonntiy. 

The  bank,  then,  in  my  jndgmen^  having 
declined  tegisUtive  scmtiuj,  and  withdrawn 
tiie  finances  from  the  inspection  of  Congress, 
first,  by  tbe  refusal  of  tbe  president  and  easier, 
in  whose  I^al  cnstod;^  the  books  were  of  right, 
to  produce  these  books  to  the  otmunittee  for 
examination,  when  demanded  in  the  biutoess- 
room  of  the  bank :  secondly,  in  the  president 
and  directors  reftwing,  in  a  body,  to  produce 
oertun  bo<^s,  becanse  they  were  not  in  ^tar 
oostody,  indindoallr  and  severally  refh^g  to 
be  sworn:  thirdly,  in  demanding  specifleatioos 
firun  the  committee  when  flie  ody  specification 
necessary,  or  wludi  they  ooold  give,  was  the 
restdotkoi  of  the  Hoose — canno^  consistently 
with  my  judgment,  make  it  the  eostodian  of 
the  pnoHc  treasnre.  Ko  man  regretted  its 
eoorse  more  than  I  did,  beeause  I  oonridered 
it  a  valuable  pnblio  institntaon.  Bat  it  has  no 
dominion  over  me,  politically  or  otherwise; 
and  whilst  I  oppose,  on  the  one  hand,  what  I 
Iwlieve  to  be  ezecntive  invauons  of  iMislative 
rights,  I  will  not,  on  the  other,  surrender  them 
to  a  moneyed  corporation. 

Having  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  stated  why  I  did 
not  rote  for  the  resointion  oi  Uie  Suiate,  I  shall 
proceed  to  state  the  reaaoM  of  my  oi^iontion 
to  tbe  UU  making  the  State  banks  flw  depod- 
tories  of  the  paUio  mMiey.  The  16th  aewon 
of  the  United  States  Bank  charter,  so  &tally 
vagne  in  its  provisions,  did  not  ^ve  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  tbe  Treasniy  absolnte  dominion  over 
the  public  money.  He  might  direct  that  it 
ahomd  not  be  pnt  in  IJtte  Muk ;  this  was  the 
extent  of  bis  power.  The  moment  he  did  so, 
the  law  <^  *ed,  still  in  fktll  force,  attached  to  it. 
Tb.6  whole  Treasury  establishment  is  the  crea- 
tion of  tiiat  law,  and  by  its  proYisiona  the 
Treasurer  is  the  keeper  of  the  public  moneys. 
He  gives  bcmd,  wititi  anreties,  fin:  liuir  sam- 
keepng.  The  ecdleotorsof  the  onstmmand  the 
receivers  of  money  for  the  public  lands,  are 
&Mtod  to  pay  bun,  and  to  leoeiTe  th^  ao- 
^ttanoes  from  him.  The  money  is  directed 
to  be  paid  out  by  him  on  warrants  drawn  up<m 
hinij  as  provided  by  law,  and  he  is  bound  "  at 
all  times  to  submit  to  the  Secretary  oi  Uie  Treas- 
ury, and  tbe  OomptrOller,  or  eitber  of  them,  the 
infection  of  the  m<mey  in  his  hands."  This 
law,  in  all  its  parts,  has  been  oontinaing  and 
unrepealed ;  and  when  the  Secretary,  under  the 
16th  secUon  of  the  charter,  directed  otherwise, 
that  ia^  that  tbe  money  should  not  be  pat  into 
tike  bank,  it  €4  neoesrity  went  into  tiie  bands  of 
the  Tressorer,  he  hmg  the  only  other  ensto- 
aui  qnwinted  by  law.  It  is  true  that  be 
might  depout  it  in  any  place  for  safety;  Int 
■tiU  he  is  responsible,  for  one  of  tbe  e(»iditi<»s 
of  bis  bond  u  *^fQr  ih»  fidelity  of  tbe  persons 
to  be  b^  bim  canpk^ed."  Gen.  ^"""fa*",  I 


[Jom,  18S4. 

admit,  vpcm  a  question  put  to  bim  by  a  com- 
mittee m  OongresB,  gave  as  his  oinnitm  tha^ 
when  tbe  IVeasorer  droosited  mcaiey  in  ibia 
State  banks,  they  were  flnt  aooonntaUe  to  tbe 
Treasurer,  and  ultimately  acconntable  to  tiie 
United  States.  But  hiriily  as  I  respect  bis 
authority,  I  doubt  whether  tiie  United  States 
ooold  miuntain  any  suit  up<m  a  ocmtraot  by  ita 
agent  or  oflSow,  which  was  not  authorised  by 
law.  The  State  banks,  under  such  ciroam- 
stanoes,  are,  in  my  opinion,  the  depodtories  oi 
the  Treasarer,  aooountable  to  him,  and  be  and 
his  sureties  accountable  to  the  United  States. 
This  ^ves  the  GloTemment  not  only  the  seeori^ 
of  tiie  banks,  but  tbe  assurance  itf  tbe  Increased 
diligence  and  watdiAdness  of  tbe  officers  of  tlM 
Government,  arising  from  their  nltimate  ao- 
coontaUU^.  I  w^:thi8atate(rftiiingiitotiie 
providtm  tiw  Dill  rworted  by  the  Ckoimittee 
of  Ways  and  Keans.  The  executive  antiiorit/ 
voluntarily  assomed  this  reqKHuibiIiil7.  Iprcto 
hdding  them  to  it  nnttl  the  great  question  be- 
tweoi  a  fiscal  agent  of  this  Govemmoit,  and 
the  employment  of  State  banks,  ahaU  be  deoded 
by  the  people^  who  mnst  at  last  dedde  all  aoeb 
que8ti<ms. 

Mr.  HoVxAir  dedred  to  caD  tiie  attention  of 
members  to  Ibe  pontion  the  House  occupied 
in  relation  to  the  sabjeet-matter  thai  under 
discussion.  Ve  have,  said  Mr.  MoV.,  passed 
a  readatton  dedaring  that  the  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  onght  not  to  be  re- 
newed; we  have  paaed  a  reaolnti(w  declaring 
that  the  depodt  Ot  the  vnbUo  mraieys  onght 
not  to  be  made  in  the  Uidted  States  Bank;  and 
we  have  also  passed  a  resolution  dedaring  tiiat 
provision  on^t  to  be  made  by  law  to  oontinue 
the  deposit  ^  thepabUc  moneys  in  the  State 
banks.  It  is  in  aflSrmanoe  <^  and  with  a  view 
to  carry  into  effact,  the  principle  advanced  in 
the  last  resolution,  that  the  bill  now  under  oon- 
nderation  was  intiodooed  by  the  Committee  oi 
Wsys  and  Means.  Its  adoption  is  opposed  1^ 
the  gmUonan  frmn  Georgia,  (Mr.  Fostkb,)  and 
other  gentleman  who  have  this  day  addres*- 
ed  tbe  Hon8&  cm  tbe  ground  that  tbe  pal^ 
moneys  were  illegally  ranoredfromllieirmpoBit 
in  the  Uidted  Statea  Bank. 

I  shall  briefly  state  the  main  argummt  ad- 
vanced in  support  of  this  pontion,  and  tiien 
endeavor,  with  equal  brevi^,  to  give  it  an 
answer.  The  argument  is,  that  the  act  of 
removal  originated  with  Ibe  President,  whilst 
the  discretionary  power  of  removal  was  cmfined 
to  tbe  Seeretaiy  of  the  Treasury,  not  as  a  sub- 
ordinate, bat  as  an  ind^tendent  officer  of  the 
Government;  that,  althoogh  in  point  of  form, 
the  8ecretai7  did  the  act,  it  was,  in  spirit  ana 
in  truth,  the  act  of  the  Frerident,  who  had  no 
ri^t  to  advise,  diraotL  <»-  oontrol  that  officer; 
and  Am  act,  not  being  ms,  aoeording  to  the  tnw 
intoit.  and  meudng  of  tiw  law,  i^  for  that 
reascm  altme,  reTcmUe.  Sir,  If  thcee  premises 
were  true,  I  shonld  eonenr  in  the  conolusicai, 
fiir  I  am  aa  &r  as  any  penon  firam  giving  nj 
apptortH  to  mj  uiunuma  of  GOTenmeat  whkh 
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rest*  Ub  filaim  fisr  that  approval  on  its  fomier 
aconraoj  alone.  I  will,  bit,  permit  an  offiow 
of  GoTemment  in  a  oonrt  of  jnstaoei  or  in 
enforcing  obedienoe  to  his  oflbsial  craiunan^  to 
show,  in  his  jiutification,  that  aU  the  fonnali- 
ties  of  law  have  been  observed  by  him.  Bat 
here,  sir,  at  the  bar  of  this  Honse,  or  at  the 
bar  ol  pablto  opinion,  I  will  allow  no  audi 
^TiBtifioation.  The  act  mnst  be  ri^t,  not  oidj 
m  form,  but  in  Hobstance  alao.  Not  only  the 
bodj  mast  be  perfect,  bat  the  animating  prin- 
ciple also. 

it  has  been  found  necessary,  in  the  support 
of  tMs  ai^oment,  to  assert  that  the  Treasury 
Department  is  a  legislative  department,  and  that 
the  SeoretaiT  of  die  Treasury  is  the  fiscal  agent 
e(  the  LMpuature.  Let  u^  for  ooa  nxanent, 
examine  this  matter.  An  agent  Is  a  person  w- 
pofented  to  execute  the  will  and  purposes  ci  his 
pi^odpaL  A  l^ialative  agent  U  a  person  «p- 
pcdnted  to  execute  the  will  and  purposes  of  the 
Legidature.  How  does  the  Legislature  give  ex- 
presnon  to  its  will  and  purposes  ?  By  the  en- 
actment of  laws,  and  by  the  enactment  of  laws 
only.  A  legisUitive  agent,  therefore,is  a  person 
appointed  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  L^datnre. 
And  here,  air,  we  have  arriTed  at  the  precise 
d^ition  of  an  executive  officer,  such  as  the 
Constitation  of  the  United  States  has  declared 
the  Frerident  to  be.  To  give  the  Secretary  of 
the  IVeasuiy,  as  a  legislative  agent,  ibt  power 
to  execute  laws  indepeudentiy  m  the  Executive, 
would  not  only  be  a  robbery  of  the  powers  <a 
the  Preudent,  but  slao  a  osturpation  <ai  the  part 
of  Congress,  and  a  most  flu^ant  violation  of 
the  oonstitaticra,  which  has  p&ced  the  law-msk- 
ing  and  the  law-executing  powers  In  different 
hands.  The  executive  au^ority  of  this  Govern- 
ment is  vested  exclusively  in  uie  President  by 
the  oooBtitution,  and  as  well  might  the  Presi- 
dent create  an  agency  to  make  laws  as  Congress 
an  a^noy  to  execute  laws,  insnbordinate  to  the 
otmstitutlonal  Executive.  But,  sir,  it  is  said,  ad- 
mitting the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  be  an 
exeeuuTe  ofBctt,  thiU,  by  the  act  cliarteriog  the 
bank,  the  power  given  to  him  was  distinct  man 
that  of  his  office,  Independentlr  of  the  consti- 
tutional objections  that  might  be  Buooessfolly 
urged  i^aiust  this  proposition,  I  answer,  a  grant 
to  the  Secretary  oi  the  Treasury  is  a  grant  to 
the  office,  and  not  to  the  individual.  The  act 
does  not  grant  the  power  to  the  person  who, 
for  the  time  being,  eball  be  Seoretarr  of  the 
Treasury,  but  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Instead  of  its  being  a  new  ^>pointment,  in  ref- 
erence to  on  office,  it  is  the  enlargement  of  the 
duties  of  a  pre-existing  office. 
I  have  authority  for  saying  that  tiie  Secretary 

the  Tteasnry  u  entirelr  independent  ot  the 
control  of  Oongresa  In  this  mattw — anthority 
which  no  friendof  the  bonk  will  feel  himself  at 
liberty  to  question.  I  alluded,  sir,  to  what  was 
said  by  the  tumorable  member  from  Pennsyl- 
vapia,  (ICr.  Binsbt,)  at  the  commencement  of 
this  CfHigress,  tiie  first  time  the  House  had  tiia 
|le«nra  of  listening  to  him.  The  qneslioa  then 


[H.  or  a 

discussed  was  the  proper  reference  o(  the  UmbBt 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  TVeasury,  asi^ninirhis 
reasons  for  the  remoral  «f  tlw  deposits.  That 
honorable  member  then  stated  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  sustuned  the  relation  <^ 
umpire  between  the  bank  and  the  Congress. 
Hark,  Hr.  Speaker,  the  relation  of  umpire. 
That  gentleman  is  a  distinguished  lawyer,  and 
he  w<ui  knows  the  character  of  an  umpire. 
It  is,  sir,  that  perfect  independence  of  the 
parties  between  vrbom  he  is  to  decide.  Ko 
stronger  figure  could  be  used  to  show  that  the 
Secretary  U  not  the  agent  of  the  Congress,  and 
tiie  bank,  or  of  ^Cher  of  them.  The  honorable 
member  asserted  that  the  Secretanr  was  the 
umpir&  and  his  dednon  the  award  and  that 
through  that  award  Congress  derived  its  whde 
power  of  aeti<m  over  the  snlject,  as  an  ^pel- 
late  tribunaL  lliat  the  power  in  Oongresa,  now 
to  act  in  this  mstter,  was  not  an  ori^JiaL  but  a 
derivative  power,  derived  from  the  aonon  of 
the  Secretary,  and,  oonsequentlyj  that  we  were 
ctmfined  in  our  action  to  tne  review  of  the  rea- 
sons assigned  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry. 

Sir,  there  ia  nothing  in  all  the  noise  we  have 
heard  about  despotism  and  usurpation,  but  the 
clamor  of  politicians  who  are  hnngenng  and 
thirsting  after  place.  There  is  nothing  in  any 
of  the  measures  of  the  administration,  in  respect 
to  this  whde  matter,  that  cannot  find  a  prece- 
dent in  an  the  administrathms  since  the  estah- 
lidmient  of  the  Oovranment  under  the  exist- 
ing constitution.  Sir,  the  powers  of  this  Gor- 
emment  in  relation  to  the  Ccmgress  and  Execu- 
tive are  well  d^ed.  Congress  has  absolute  as 
well  aa  plenary  power  over  the  revenues  and 
moneys  belonging  to  the  Government  It  csn 
direct  the  place  where  they  shall  be  kept,  by 
whom  kep^  when  removed,  and  for  what  pur- 
pose removed ;  but  it  Is,  nevertheless,  the  duty 
of  tiie  Preadent  to  see  that  sU  laws  mode  by 
Congress  respecting  them  are  faithfully  execut- 
ed, and  of  tlds  power  he  cannot  be  divested— 
he  cannot  even  divest  himself  of  it. 

I  n^oice,  «r,  that  all  the  arguments  1^  ha-ra 
been  introdnced  agidnst  the  removal  and  in 
favor  of  the  restoratiw  of  the  deposit^  in  tho- 
connection  of  these  measures  with  the  prevail- 
ing distress,  have  had  reference  to  the  questim 
of  the  renewal  of  the  charter  solely,  and  thus 

f resenting  the  true  question  of  bank  or  no  bank, 
am,  nevoiheless,  constrained  to  say,  from  all 
the  lights  shed  upon  this  subject,  that  those  ar- 
gaments  are  more  pertinent  to  the  true  issue 
than  weighty  to  establish  the  issne  on  the  part 
of  those  advancing  them. 

It  is  a  fair  argument  that  no  real  oanse  exist- 
ed, independent  of  the  bank,  for  this  ftilnre  (tf 
eredit,  when  it  is  asserted  that  this  ftilure  has 
bem  caused  by  the  prospective  destruction  of 
the  bank,  to  which  the  removal  of  the  deposits 
is  Buppowd  to  be  the  prelude.  The  argument 
is,  thai,  altiiough  the  removal  of  the  d^osits  did 
not  lessen  the  amount  of  the  oiqtital,  which  la 
the  bads  oi  the  issues  forming  the  eurrenoy  of 
the  oountxy,  and  therefore  wm  not|  in  Itsdl^  tihe 
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necessary  cause  of  the  cortaihnent  of  those  is- 
mes — yet,  in  the  midst  of  the  most  extended 
oommercial  prosperity,  there  la  a  general  dis- 
roption  of  currency  and  of  credit,  arising  from 
an  event  vhioh  strongly  proves  that  the  diarter 
of  the  bank  will  not  be  renewed.  I  deny,  sir, 
that  it  is  possible,  in  the  midst  of  sach  prosper- 
ity, in  the  absence  of  real  canses,  to  create  a 
panic,  that  is  to  be  at  osca  the  canse  and  the 
effect  of  its  own  existence.  Oat  people  are  too 
wise  to  believe  that  their  fate  is  in^ssolably 
interwoven  with  that  of  the  bank,  and  too  pru- 
dent to  borrow  trouble  in  advance.  I  repeat,  sir, 
that  when  the  friends  of  the  bank  assign  as 
cause  for  the  prevailing  distress  that  which  is 
wholly  ln«nffi<nent,'it  is  atrong  presumptive 
proof  that  the  ftnlt  is  with  the  bank.  But  we 
bave  ahM>  other  pRxtf ;  the  bank  has  lessened 
its  discounts— its  mUUons  here,  and  its  mUlioa 
at  this  branch  and  at  that,  and  where  it  was 
most  necessary  to  have  its  power  felt.  The 
screws  of  that  Institntion  are  not  only  power- 
fal,  but  the  chief  engineer  who  turns  those 
screws  understands  tnoronghly  the  time  and 
place  for  their  most  effective  application.  To 
this  real  existing  canse,  and  that  of  cash  duties 
paid  under  the  new  revenue  laws,  add  the  un- 
founded alarm  that  has  been  created,  and  we 
have  the  true  causes  of  the  hardness  of  tiie 
times.  This  unfounded  alarm  was  also  chieSy 
the  work  of  IHm  bank.  In  proof  of  this  asser- 
tion, I  have  only  to  pmnt  to  the  individuals  who 
are  most  industriously  engaged  in  soundingthe 
trumpet  of  alarm  in  the  Auaatic  cities,  who 
■re  uiey,  sirt  The  detected  purchased  instru- 
ments of  18S3.  The  bribed  agents  of  the  bonk. 
I  have  no  dispontlon,  in  an  ailment,  to  call 
hard  names;  neither  do  I  feel  a  disposition  to 
call  things  by  any  other  than  their  right  names  ■ 
and  I  do,  therefore,  repeat,  they  are  the  bribed 

S:ents  of  the  bank  who  have  nused  the  cry  of 
stress.  Look  to  New  York,  and  who  are  they 
that  decried  the  State  banks,  and  labored  assid- 
uously and  inddionaly  to  destroy  th^r  mdit, 
the  local,  the  general  credit?  lliey  are  those, 
ilr.  who  have  been  proved  to  have  "  the  &cili- 
"  of  converdwi  from  one  fidth  to  mother  in 
e  twinkling  of  an  eye,  under  the  influence 
of  the  **  facilities  "  (hmished  from  the  breeches 
pocket  of  Nicholas  Biddle. 

I  shaD  pursue  this  subject  no  farther.  The 
day  of  passion  will  soon  have  passed  away,  and 
the  madness  of  party  will  soon  have  subsided. 
The  veil  of  deception,  which  aspiring  men  have 
thrown  aronod  this  matter,  will  then  have  been 
removed.  6ir,  how  can  they  then  hold  up  their 
faces  in  the  presence  of  an  insulted  community  ? 
Will  it  be  any  i^lc^  that  these  men  were  in 
the  pnrsDlt  of  ot^ta  of  peramal  ambition  t 
Will  their  miserable  sorambUngs  for  offioe  oonsti- 
tote  an  atonement  for  the  distress  they  brongfat 
upon  &eir  fellow-eitiEenat  No,  Ar,  tt  will  be 
the  just  cause  of  their  condemnation.  The 
country  is  again  prospering,  but  this  prospoity 
is  to  them  as  the  li^t,  they  cannot  bear  it,  for 
they  prefer  darkness  rather  than  light. 


[JirsK,  1884. 

Mr.  BrawABT  said:  What  were  the  olffeda  to 
be  accomplished  by  this  premature  removal  of 
the  depoeitfl  from  where  the  law  had  jdaoed 
them,  and  where  Congress,  at  the  dose  of  ita 
last  session,  by  a  vote  of  more  than  two  to  one, 
had  declared  tney  were  safe  and  shoold  renuun  t 
^llie  objects  and  ends  of  this  measure  were 
these: 

1.  It  would  force  from  General  Jadcs(»i 
many  men  who  were  coining  into  favor,  and 
who  were  nuarded  with  jealousy ;  it  would 
restore  party  Fines  and  party  feeling  so  indis- 
pensable to  the  success  of  a  certain  entrant, 
and  ^ve  him  again  the  exclusive  control  <tf  the 
President  and  his  followers. 

8.  It  would  slsD  (^ve  him  the  control  of 
money  as  well  as  the  pataronage  of  1i»  Qovon- 
min%  \ij  wbidi  to  pnrobaae  tiie  meroenary, 
sednoe  the  ambitious,  and  oormpt  the  venal 
and  profligate  portion  of  the  coramimity. 

8.  It  would  retain  abont  fifteen  millions  of 
dollars  now  collected  in  New  York,  in  that 
city,  to  sustiun  the  safety-ftand  banks,  instead 
of  sending  it  to  the  United  States  Bank  at  Phil- 
adelphia, 

4.  This  blow  at  the  bank  might,  it  was  sup- 
posed, recover  some  of  the  popularity  in  the 
South  which  had  been  lost  by  the  proclamation. 

6.  It  would  divert  the  attentitm  of  the  peo- 
ple from  the  true  and  great  polnta,  the  merits 
qoalifleations^  and  pnhUe  servioea  of  men,  and 
fix  it  on  a  Uim  fsaue  betweon  a  popular  Preri- 
dent  and  an  unpopular  banlc 

6.  It  would  destroy  one  bank,  supposed  to 
be  unfavorable,  and  establish  some  fifty  or  a 
hundred  others  as  depositories  of  the  public 
funds,  with  a  perfect  command  and  control  of 
their  political  action,  as  was  exerted  over  the 
safety-fund  banks  of  New  York. 

Examine  these  motives  and  objects,  not  one 
of  them  could  influence  the  course  of  General 
JadEBon,  if  left  free  and  uncontrolled  by  that 
magical  spell  which  seemed  to  impel  him,  against 
the  advice  of  all  his  cabinet,  to  tne  adoption  of 
measures  dertruotive  alike  to  his  friends,  Us 
&me,  and  his  happiness.  Who  has  this  measure 
benefited  ?  It  hu  bmeflted  the  bank,  biereas- 
ed  its  friends,  and  may  revive  its  hc^>es  of  a  re- 
charter  before  extiuffuished.  It  has  united  the 
oppoeition,  imposuble  without  it,  strengthened 
the  oppiHients  of  the  President,  and  made 
enemies  of  thousands  who  would  have  others 
wise  renuUned  hii  fHoida;  and  who  has  it  in- 
jured! 

It  has  sacrificed  the  poor  to  the  rich ;  the 
debtor  to  the  creditor;  the  merchant  to  the 
bank ;  the  borrower  to  the  lender.  The  miser 
and  the  stoclgobber,  who  now  lend  at  fourfold 
intereat,  and  speoalaie  and  fsast  on  the  miawieB 
and  minbrtonea  of  mankind,  are  alone  benefit- 
ed by  this  unfortunate  experiment.  It  has, 
all  admit,  prostrated  many  of  the  PreddenVs 
friends  here  and  elsewhere;  especially  those 
elected  by  small  minorities.  The  political 
changes  it  has  produced  are  all  cm  w^y.  It 
haa  mnm  down  tbe  earaea  of  tbottsandi,  who 
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luiTe  been  rained  W  on  the  President ;  sod 
their  ennea,  iDstead  6f  th^r  blesmnga,  will  fol- 
lov  him  into  retiiement,  and  mar  his  peace 
and  hwpinesa  forever.  And  why  and  where- 
fan  all  this  miflchief  t  Why  remore  the  de- 
poeitB  from  where  they  were  aafe,  and  place 
them,  withoat  the  anthority  of  law  or  the  ood- 
corrence  of  Congress,  where  they  are  less  se- 
onre,  and  less  accessible  for  the  pablic  service ! 
Was  it  to  -promote  any  interested  view  of  the 
President  t  No.  Bat  to  promote  the  amhi- 
tioas  view  of  one  who  an>ires  to  the  saccession, 
and  who  will  reach  it,  if  he  most,  over  Uie  rains 
of  his  country. 

}Sx,  UnxBB  said:  The pnblio deposits  have 
been  removed  from  the  Sank  <tf  the  United 
States,  m  porsaanoe  of  the  reeeired  anUioritr 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasory,  in  the  16th 
section  of  the  bank  charter,  in  conseqnence  of 
the  allesed  miscondnct  of  the  bank ;  and  he 
had  DO  hesitation  in  believing  that  there  was 
mnoh  in  the  conduct  of  the  bank,  if  not  to 
reader  it  absolntely  necessary,  at  least  to 
JoBtify  the  ooorse  that  had  been  taken.  In 
this  opinion  a  m^ority  of  this  Hoase  hod  con- 
oarred,  by  declaring  that  the  pahlio  moneys 
ooffht  not  to  be  restored  to  it 

The  recent  oondact  of  the  bank,  in  refdsing 
to  permit  an  examination  of  its  afbira  except 
in  Its  own  way,  had  streu^ened  tibe  eoreot- 
nem  of  this  denrion.  There  are  many  men  In 
tibia  House  who,  In  the  early  part  of  this 
season,  were  In  &vor  of  a  restoration,  that 
have  rince  become  dissatisfied  with  the  coarse 
of  the  hank,  and  are  now  in  opposition  to  that 
measare,  amongst  whom  he  was  happy  to  find 
his  coUeagne,  (Mr.  Coclteb.)  What  then, 
are  we  to  do  with  the  pnhlio  deposits  1  is  the 
qnestion  now  presented.  They  are  not  to  l>e 
retnmed  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
The  idea  of  locking  them  op  in  an  iron  chest, 
where  the  community  can  derive  no  baiefit 
from  them,  in  the  shi^  of  disoonnts,  is  hardly 
serioosly  enterfa^ed  by  any  one.  There  is 
no  place,  then,  for  them  at  present,  where  they 
can  ha  d^onted  with  any  advantage,  bat  in 
the  State  banks;  and  ue  only  miportant 
qaeetitai  left  for  as  to  determine  is,  whether 
we  will  leave  them  at  the  entire  and  unooa- 
trolled  discretion  of  the  Secretaiy  of  the 
T^Msnry,  or  whether  we  will  regolate,  limit, 
and  control  his  discretion  in  regard  to  them, 
by  law  ? 

Sorely,  sud  Mr.  H.,  gentleman  who  have 
been  so  load  in  deprecating  exeoative  inflaenoe 
and  patronage,  cannot  hesitate  wfaioh  alterna- 
tive to  choose.  He  had  not  examined  the 
detuls  of  the  bill  very  minntely^  bat  from  the 
examination  be  had  ^ven,  he  did  not  perc«ve 
any  insuperable  ol^ection  to  it  Be  would 
therefore  vote  for  it ;  bat  he  was  very  far  from 
considering  its  adoption  as  having  any  direct 
bearing  on  the  qoestion  of  whether  there 
ahoold  be  a  national  bank  hereafter  established 
or  not.  That  waa  a  question  not  now  under 
Qonnderation.  Ilia  bhtrtar  of  the  present 


[H.  or  B. 

bank  will  not  ex^re  ontil  Haroh,  1M6^  and 
nntil  then  it  seema  to  be  generally  admitted  no 
new  bank  can  be  put  m  operaUon,  even  if 
there  was  a  disposition  to  do  so. 

We  most,  therefore,  have  some  place  to  keep 
the  pablio  moneys  in  the  mean  time,  even  if  a 
new  bank  should  be  hereafter  created ;  •  and, 
as  he  could  perceive  no  better  system,  for  the 
present,  than  that  proposed  in  the  bill  now 
nnder  consideratlim,  he  trusted  the  House 
would  adopt  it 

Mr.  Chilton  said  that  he  had  risen  to  submit  a 
motion,  to  which,  under  other  circumstances, 
he  shoold  be  opposed.  We  had  now  five  remain- 
ing days  of  the  session.  Very  much  important 
aw  indi^MnsaUe  buaineaa  renuined  uiaf^ed  (« ; 
and  unless  this  snt{]eet  ahonld  be  imme^atelT 
disposed  of,  must  necessarily  rem^  unacted 
on,  for  the  residue  of  the  session,  to  the  great 
detriment  of  the  coantiy.  Sir,  sfUd  Ur.  O.,  I 
am  opposed  to  the  bill  under  consideration ; 
.firmly  and  immovably  ojiposed  to  it  Tet  that 
it  will  pass  this  House  is  perfecUy  evident  to 
every  member  on  his  floor.  Why,  then,  shoold 
we  disregard  oar  other  high  duties  to  tha 
couatry,  and  consume  the  little  remnant  of  our 
time  in  fruitless  imposition  to  the  will  of  the 
majority  in  this  House,  when  we  know  that 
our  pontion  is  powerless  t  The  m^ori^  h«ft 
can  pass  the  bill ;  they  will  pass  it,  and  theirs 
will  be  the  responsilmify  <tf  its  passage.  My 
reliance,  ur,  is  elsewhere.  I  oonfidentiy  trnst 
and  believe  that  t^ere  is  elsewhere  a  reliance, 
and  a  safe  one,  too,  in  r^ard  -to  this  subject, 
on  which  the  country  may  anchor  its  beet 
htterests.  But,  sir,  as  nothing  can  he  gained 
by  continuing  this  debate,  and  as  mnoh  would 
be  lost,  in  discharge  of  a  solemn  duty,  which 
I  owe  to  my  constituents  and  my  country,  I 
demand  the  previous  question. 

The  moUon  was  seconded. 

The  previous  quesUon  bdng  put,  Mr.  H. 
EvuxTT  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays ;  which 
were  ordered,  and  stood—yeas  118,  ni^s  77. 

On  the  question  engrotsmoit  th€ry  were 
also  taken,  and  stood— yeaa  111,  nays  66. 

The  bill  was  pat  <m  ita  final  passage^  and 
dedded  as  fcdlows : 

Tu&— Vesns.  John  Adams,  Wifflsm  Allen,  An- 
thony, Beate,  Bean,  Besrddey,  Besumont,  Blidr, 
Bockee,  Bodle,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Brown,  Bunch,  Bums, 
Bynotn,  Gambreleng,  Cwrmiidisel,  Cur,  Casey,  Cba- 
Dey,  CbinD,  Samuu  CUrk,  Clay,  Coffee,  Connor, 
C^«iaer,  D^y,  Dickerson,  Dickinson,  Dunlap,  for- 
ester. Fowler,  WillUm  E.  Fullra^  Oalbnitfa,  Gbolsoii, 
Oilmer,  Joseph  Hall,  Halsey,  mimegan,  Joseph  K. 
Harper,  Hirrteon,  Hathaway,  Hawkins,  Hawes,  Hen- 
derson, Howell,  Hubbard,  Abel  HuntingUm,  Inge, 
Jarris,  R.  M.  Jobnson,  Nosdiah  Jolmson,  Gave 
Johnson,  SedDom  Jmies,  Benjamin  Jones,  Kavmagh, 
Kionvd,  Lane,  Lao^g,  Lqmrte,  Luke  Lea,  Tbonu 
Lea,  Leavitt,  L;od,  turtle,  At^ah  Hann,  Joel  K. 
Hann,  John  T.  Haaon,  Hoses  Xasw,  HoLitlrs^ 
McKay,  HcKim,  VcEinley,  UcLene,  UcVean,  Hiller, 
Robert  Uitdiell,  Muhlenbnv,  Hurpby,  Osgood,  Pags^ 
Paries,  Paricer,  Attton,  Attenoa,  D.  J.  Ptoam^ 
nauUn  Pierce,  Plnwn,  Plnmmer,  PoD^  Sdunck, 
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SAtqr,  Sbepperd.  SUnn,  Bmitfi,  Speight,  8tMide- 
fer,  Btoddert,  SouiMiiid,  miliem  Taylor,  FianeiB 
Thomas,  Thomeoo,  Tarrill,  Yaoderpoel,  Van  Hooten, 
Wagener,  Ward,  WaiawcU,  Wdnter,  WfalUon,  C 

P.  White— 112. 

Natb.— Keens.  Jolm  Qaincy  Adams,  Heman 
Allen,  John  J.  Allen,  Archer,  Jl^hlej,  Barber,  Bar- 
nita,  Barringer,  Baylies,  Beaty,  Binnej,  Bull,  Burd, 
Cme,  Cami^,  Chambers,  Chilton,  William  Clark, 
ClajtiMi,  Oorwin,  Coulter,  Darllnrton,  Davenport, 
Deberry,  Denny,  IMekstu,  Duncan,  EUaworth,  Evana, 
K  Kreratt,  H.  Everett,  Ewing,  Felder,  Fillmore, 
Foster,  Philo  C.  Foller,  Fulton,  Gamble,  Garland, 
Qmbam,  Griham,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Hihuid  Hall, 
^tfdin,  James  Harpw,  Hazeltine,  Heath,  Blester, 
Jabea  W.  Huntington,  JadEson,  William  Cost  John- 
Mm,  I^y,  Lewis,  IdODoln,  Love,  Hartindale,  Har- 
sbafi,  McComas,  HcKennan,  Ueroer,  MilUgn,  Moore, 
FSni&ney,  PotU,  Ramsay,  Beed,  Rendwr,  Selden, 
W.  B.  Bhepard,  Wm.  Slade,  Chariea  Slade,  Sloaoe, 
^tangler,  ^eele,  Stewart,  Philemon  Thomaa,  Tomp- 
kins,  Turner,  Tweedy,  Tinton,  Watmongh,  E.  D. 
White,  F.  Whittlesey,  Eliaha  Whittlesey,  WUde, 
WiUiams,  Wilson,  Wise,  Toung— 90. 

Bo  the  bill  was  ptssed  and  tent  to  the 
SenatSL 

ISx.  Adaxb  obtidned  leave  to  make  a  report, 
front  the  aeleot  Joint  ecnmnittech  cai  the  mqeet 
(tf  the  death  (i  Laf^ette,  and  i«p<Hrted  the 
fi^oving  resolntioni : 

BuolviA,  <£«.,  That  the  two  Houses  have  received, 
with  the  profoundeat  sensiUlity,  iotelligenoe  of  the 
deadi  of  Qenerat  Laikyette,  the  fiiead  (tf  the  United 
States  the  fiieod  of  WaiUi^tan,  and  the  fUend  of 
liberty. 

8e&  1  Aitd  he  U  further  raolved,  That  the  saori- 
flesa  and  eflbrts  of  this  illustrious  person,  in  the 
eaoie  of  our  country,  during  her  struggle  for  Inde- 
pendence, and  the  affectionate  intwest  wtiidi  he  has 
at  all  times  manifested  fiw  the  suooeos  ol  her  politi- 
oal  institutiona,  cUim  from  the  Oovenuaent  and  peo- 
tde  of  flu  United  Statee  an  eximodrnt  of  condcdotce 
for  Us  kMi,  venmtion  for  Us  virtue^  and  gratitude 
ftr  Us  services. 

Sec.  8.  jliH2  6«(</W<A«rrwso2Md;  That  the  Fred- 
dent  of  the  United  States  lie  requested  to  address, 
together  with  a  copy  of  the  above  resolutiooa,  a  let- 
ter to  George  Washington  Lafayette,  and  the  other 
m6ad>ers  of  his  fiuoily,  assuring  them  of  the  oondo- 
lence  of  this  whole  nation  tn  their  irreparaUe  be- 
reavement. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  U  further  re^otved^  That  the  mem- 
bers  of  tlie  two  Honaes  of  Oongreaa  will  wear  a 
twdge  of  mourning  for  tUrty  days,  and  that  It  be 
recommended  to  the  people  aC  the  United  States  to 
wear  a  similar  badge  for  the  same  period. 

Sees.  .dndtsajWMsrretoM;  That  the  hills 
of  the  Houses  be  dreseed  in  mourning  for  the  residue 
of  the  session. 

Sec.  6.  And  le  it  fialher  retolved,  That  JoBH 
QuixoT  AsAKS  be  requested  to  deliver  an  oration  on 
the  life  and  character  tsf  General  layette,  before 
the  two  Houses  of  CongreaR,  at  the  next  sesnon. 

The  reaoltitiotts  were  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  Im  Migroaaed  fin-  a  third  rea^^  b^  a 
manlmoni  TOte. 


Fbidat,  June  27. 
3tatiu  i^Mr.  J^mon, 
ICr.  £.  ErxKCTr,  from  the  Oommittee  on  the 
Library,  reported  a  resolation  directing  tiiat 
the  Btatne  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  presented  to  Oon- 
grees  bj  lientoiant  Levy,  (tf  the  na^,  be 
placed  in  the  aqoare  at  the  eaaton  frtmt  cn  the 
CapitoL 

Mr.  Aeohks  conceived  that  if  CJongreae 
desired  to  have  a  atatae  of  this  distiBgoished 
man,  it  woold  be  more  consistent  with  pro- 
priety to  procure  one  for  thonselves,  than  to 
be  indebted  for  it  to  any  person  whatever. 
He  had  another  ol^eoUo%  which  was,  that  aa 
Congress  had  reeolved  to  erect  a  atatae  in 
honor  of  the  great  and  good  &ther  of  hie 
conn  try,  the  imnuntal  Wauungton,  and  wUdi 
was  in  progress  execntion,  none  other  of 
any  other  man  should  he  set  np  nntQ  Utat  dn^ 
was  performed  which  they  had  resolved  ahonla 
be  done. 

He  had  learned  that  this  statne  of  Jefferson 
was  not  of  that  finished  order  which,  if  % 
statne  was  to  be  pnt  up  at  all  in  the  gronnda 
of  the  Oapitol,  it  onght  to  be. 

Mr.  Lass  tmated  that  the  Honse  wonld  not 
reject  the  resolution  merely  because  the  atatoe 
had  been  presented  1^  a  heotenant  inatead  of 
a  commander. 

Mr.  M"**™^  conenmd  In  tiie  ojrfmon  of  Ui 
coUeague,  that  it  was  a  ^ood  llkeneia,  and 
he  was'oppoaed  to  the  reaoinbon. 

The  reeolntion  was  finally  ordered  to  be 
engroaaed,  and  waa  passed — ayes  89,  noes  60. 

Portrait  iff  WathingUm. 
Mr.  Jabtis  snbmitted  the  following  reaohi- 
tion,  which  was  onanimously  adopted : 

Bet^ved,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  Honse  be  direeted 
to  pay  to  Jolm  Yanderiyn,  out  of  the  omitingent 
fund  of  the  House,  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  aa  ad£> 
tional  compensation  for  the  full  length  pwtndt  d 
Washington,  executed  by  him,  to  be  placed  in  the 
Hall  of  Kepreaentatives,  m  pursuanoe  of  a  resiAation 
of  tins  House  of  I'ebniary  1?,  ISSS. 

EvxMuio  Snamr. 
The  rittnig  otwtinned  until  a  Tory  late  boor. 

Thank*  to  th«apta3cer. 
In  fhe  coarse  of  the  evening  a  reaolntion  wm  ' 
introduced  by  Mr.  Spuobt,  of  North  Oandina, 
for  presenting  the  thanks  of  the  House  to  the 
honorable  Antuw  SnvKHSON,  late  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  for  the  ftith- 
fiil,  indmtriouB,  dignified,  and  impuiial  manner 
in  wUeh  he  discharged  the  duties  <^  the  Chair, 
and  the  resolation  vai  agreed  to^  by  yeu  ana 
nays,  97  TOtea  to  49. 

Monday,  Jxme  80. 
TKeP«U»h  SxiUt. 
The  bill  from  the  Senate  granting  a  town- 
ship <tf  land  to  285  emigrant  FoleSi  baviflv 
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been  amended  hj  the  House,  was  returned  hj 
the  Senate  trith  their  non-concnrrence  in  the 
amendment. 

[The  amendmoit  prondea  that  the  land 
titles  Bhall  be  granted  after  ten  rean^  Mttie- 
ment  thereon,  upon  payment  of  uw  roinimnm 
price.] 

Mr.  Out,  of  Akbama,  aaSA  he  mnrt  move 
that  the  Honse  do  adhere  to  ita  amendment, 
and  went  into  an  explanaticm  to  show  that  the 
bill,  as  it  came  from  the  Senate,  was  a  depart- 
ure from  the  oonstitntion,  being  a  donation, 
for  which  there  was  not  any  precedent  that 
he  was  aware  of  to  authorize  their  making,  of 
the  public  domains.  One  donation  of  tiie  poblio 
Unaa  had  been  i^ven  hy  Congress  to  certain 
emigrants  from  France,  but  that  grant  had 
some  public  ground  to  rec<»nmend  it:  Aoee 
personB  being  required  to  plant  llie  Tme  and 
the  dive. 

Th»  amendment  pn^Kwed  hy  the  House  gave 
to  these  indiTidoals  advantages  which  were 
not  nven  to  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
nam^r :  if  they  went  on  the  lands,  after  ten 
years  they  would  only  be  called  on  to  pay 
therefor  the  lowest  price,  via. :  $1  86  per  acre ; 
and  tins  was  suflBoioi^  la  hia  eatimation,  for 
Congress  to  grant. 

jjb.  OAUBBEtBSO  held  that  Congress  had  the 
power  to  make  grants  of  the  public  domain, 
with  a  view  to  their  actual  settlement;  and 
aaid  he  did  not  believe  the  people  oi  the 
United  States  generally  would  refhse  their 
assent  to  the  grant  for  man  oircxnostanced  as 
these  Pedes  were  known  to  be :  men  who  had 
been  tnwely  flghtinf;  tiie  battles  of  liberty  in 
the  old  world,  and  m  redstanoe  to  the  march 
of  doEpotism.  He  oonsidered  this  an  offering 
in  the  cause  of  Hberty,  to  which  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  House  to  respond. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Ad  Airs  expressed  his  hope  that 
this  nation  would  not  act  on  a  niggar^y  prin- 
ciple towards  these  brave  bat  unfortunate  men. , 
He  did  think  that  we  were  impomng  too  many 
conditions  with  the  grant. 

Mr.  BcBQBB  would,  in  reply  to  the  oonstitn- 
tioual  doubts  of  the  membw  ttom  Alabama, 
inquire  team  every  stm  of  fireedcHn  thron^iont 
the  land,  if  the  public  domiAi  oould  be  better 
disposed  than  it  was  by  this  grant,  given  as 
eooouragement  to  those  who  had  so  oravely 
battled  m  its  taani  eanse  >  The  eyea  of  the 
world,  he  said,  were  upon  them ;  and  no  man 
in  the  United  Statea,  no  free  man,  would  or 
ought  to  si^  tt  was  miconatitatknial  to  pass 
this  biU. 

Mr.  MoKnc  moved  the  previous  ^nestion;  it 
was  secmded,  and  the  main  question  having 
"been  ordered  and  taken, 


[a  OP  B. 

The  House  insisted  upon  its  amendment 
(requiring  the  minimum  price  for  the  land)  to 
the  bill— yeas  89,  nays  68. 

Tlie  ft^owing  gentlemen  were  annotmoed  to 
compose  the  committee  to  sit  in  the  recess  to 
investigate  the  affaire  of  the  Post  Office : 

Messrs.  Cohhob,  Pouc,  Whittlbskt,  H.  S!t- 
XBBTT,  BzABDSLiT,  Watvouoh,  and  HAWEa. 

Mr.  Folk  said  he  perceived,  from  the  read- 
ing of  the  Jonraal  this  moming,  that  he  was 
placed  as  a  mmber  of  the  select  committee 
appointed  to  sit  daring  the  recess  of  Congresa 
to  examine  into  the  condition  of  the  General 
Poet  Office.  Hr.  P.  said  he  had  never  sfamnk 
from  the  performance  of  any  duty  assigned  to 
him,  ^ee  he  had  been  a  member  of  the 
Hoose.  It  was  well  known  to  the  House  that 
he  had,  daring  the  present  seadtHL  been  a 
monber  of  a  most  laborious  eoDunittee,  the 
duties  of  which  he  had  attempted  to  perfonn. 
He  had  been  at  aU  times  willing  to  give  his 
whole  time  and  attention,  whust  Congress 
was  in  sesi^on,  to  the  business  of  the  House. 
The  committee,  however,  were  to  sit  at 
Washingtcm  dnrinff  the  recess.  The  state  of 
his  private  affairs,  he  said,  would  render  it  very 
inconvenient  for  him  to  be  at  Washington  earlier 
than  the  meeting  of  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress. He  mnst  therefore  respectfolly  ask  the 
uvor  of  the  House  to  excuse  him  from  serving 
as  a  niemba>  of  thia  oommittee. 

Mr.  Pou:  was  excused,  and  Mr,  BromBxr 
appointed  in  his  i^aoe  npon  the  oommdtteeL 

I>utie$  on  Church  BeU»  rmittei. 

The  lulls  remitting  the  duties  on  bells  pre- 
sented to  the  Roman  Catholio  church  at  St. 
Louis,  Missouri,  having  been  called  up  by  Mr. 
AsELET,  oocasioned  some  debate  on  the  con- 
Btitational  question  of  appropriating  for  the 
establishment  of  rdigion }  bat  the  bill  was  at 
length  passed— 66  to  58. 

Mimuri  land  Oltt^ 
Mr.  AsHUT  endeavored  to  have  a  nexor 
sideration  pf  the  vote  layhig  on  the  taUe  the 
bin  to  confirm  certtun  land  daSms  in  Missouri, 
bat  failing  in  that  effort,  he  moved  a  resolation 
requiring  the  report  of  the  commissioners  who 
passed  npon  the  daims  to  be  sulnnitted  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treaaory;  whudiwaa  agreed  to. 

The  usaal  message  was  sent  to  the  Senate 
and  President,  informing  them  that  the  House 
was  ready  to  a^oorn;  and  both  Hoasea  ad* 
Joumed    about  7  o'clock. 
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PBOGEEDINGS  IN  THE  SENATK 


UoKDAY,  December  1, 1634. 

At  12  o'olook  the  Senate  was  called  to  order 
hy  the  YioE  Pbesidknt  of  the  United  States, 
Hon.  Habtiv  Yak  Bubbk. 
Ur.  Whitk  aubmitted  the  following  motion : 
Ordered,  That  the  Secrataij  acquunt  the  House  of 
BepresentBlivaa  that  m  qoonim  of  the  Senate  ia  aa- 
■embled  and  readj  to  ptooaed  to  boafaieai;  f^ikb 
waa  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Whetk  anlnnitted  the  foUowing  resoln- 

tion : 

Jtetolved,  That  a  eonunittee  be  appointed,  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate,  to  join  such  committee  as  may  be 
appointed  bj  the  House  of  Representatires,  to  wait 
on  the  FreiAeat  of  the  United  States,  and  inform 
hiat  that  qnonima  of  the  two  Houses  haTO  assem- 
bled, and  that  Cmgress  is  readj  to  reodTO  any  oom- 
mmuoation  he  may  be  pleased  to  make. 

The  readntitm  was  agreed  to. 

ICr.  Olat  moTed  that  the  Smate  waive 
balloting  fDr  the  oommlttee,  and  that  the 
presiding  officer  app(^nt  the  same ;  which  was 
agreed  to ;  and  Keaars,  Weitb  and  Swm  were 
appointed. 

A  message  was  reoelred  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  by  Mr,  Fbuiklin,  their  Clerk, 
stating  that  a  qaonim  of  membera  of  that 
Honse  was  present,  and  that  a  committee  had 
been  appointed  to  ^oin  the  Senate  committee, 
for  the  purpose  of  infonning  the  President  of 
the  United  States  that  the  two  Houses  were 
organized,  and  ready  to  receive  his  commanica- 
tioDS. 


TviSDAT,  December  3. 

lb.  KoBBia,  of  Ohio,  attended  to-di^. 

Ur.  Wbitb,  from  the  Jqint  committee  ap- 

S Dinted  to  wMt  on  the  Preddent  of  the  United 
tatea,  and  inform  him  that  qnomms  of  the  two 
Honsea  of  Congress  had  assembled,  and  were 
ready  to  receive  any  commnaication  he  might 
be  pleased  to  make,  reported  that  ther  had 
performed  the-  daty  assigned  them,  and  that 
the  President  woold,  at  12  o^dock  this  day,  mioke 
■0  ommanioation  to  Congress  in  writiag. 


The  annnal  Meaaage  of  the  Preddent  of  the 
United  States  waa  then  handed  to  tiie  Obair, 
by  Ur.  Dovawnr,  his  iKinte  aeorettcy,  which, 
was  as  follows: 

FelUMB-CUixeiu  of  Senate 

and  Houte  of  S»premUaiP>e$  : 

In  peifonuing  my  duty  at  the  opeidng  of  yoor 
present  session,  It  gives  me  pleaaore  to  congratulate 
yon  again  upon  the  prosperous  condition  of  our  be- 
loved country.  Divme  Frovidenoe  has  favwed  us 
with  general  health,  with  ridi  rewards  in  the  fielda 
of  agnculture  and  in  every  brancfa  of  labor,  and  with 
peace  to  cutUvate  and  extend  the  various  resources 
irtitch  employ  the  virtue  and  enterprise  of  our  dU- 
ze&flL  Let  OS  trust  that,  in  anrvcyhw  a  scene  so  flat- 
tering to  onr  firee  instltutioBa,  oar  Jdot  ddlbenrtiona 
to  preserve  them  may  be  crowned  with  Boccess. 

Our  foreign  reUtioDS  ocmtinne,  widi  but  few  ex- 
cq)Uons,  to  munt^n  the  &voraUe  aspect  which  they 
bore  in  my  last  annual  Message,  and  promise  to  extend 
those  advantages  whidi  the  princiidea  that  r^ulate 
our  intorcoorae  with  other  natiooa  are  so  weil  oolon* 
lated  to  aecare. 

The  question  of  the  n<Mth-eastem  boundary  is  stiU 
pending  irith  Groat  Britain,  and  the  propoution  made 
in  accordance  with  the  resduUon  of  the  Senate  for 
the  establishment  of  a  line  according  to  the  treaty  of 
178S,  has  not  been  accepted  by  that  GovonmenL 
Believing  that  every  dispodtion  is  felt  on  both  Mm 
to  adjust  this  perplexing  qoestoi  to  flw  artisflMtlon 
of  all  the  parUea  faiteceeted  hi  It,  the  hope  is  yet  Id> 
dulged  that  It  may  bo  eflheted  on  the  boaia  of  that 
proporiUoQ. 

WiUi  the  Govemmente  ctf  Austria,  Bussia,  Prussia, 
Holland,  Sweden,  and  Denmark,  the  best  understand- 
ing exists.  Commerce,  with  all,  is  fostered  and  pro- 
tected by  reciprocal  good  wilt,  under  the  sanction  ot 
liberal  conventional  or  kgal  provistons. 

In  the  midst  of  her  internal  difflcultieB,  the  Qnaen 
of  Spain  has  ratified  the  conTcntion  for  the  payment 
of  the  claims  of  our  dtisens  ari^ng  since  1S19.  It 
is  in  the  course  of  execution  on  her  part,  aod  a  copy 
of  it  Is  now  Ud  before  yon  for  sudi  legiatation  as 
may  be  found  necessary  to  enable  those  interested  to 
derive  the  benefits  of  it. 

Yielding  to  itte  force  of  drcnmataitoei,  and  to  the 
wise  counsels  of  time  and  experience,  that  power  has 
finally  resolved  no  longer  to  occupy  the  unnatural 
pootion  in  which  she  stood  to  the  new  Govemmaita 
establidiod  in  tUa  hemi^hercL  I  have  tiie  great  sat- 
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bbetion  of  atating  to  70a  that,  in  preparing  the  my 
for  the  nfltontion  cf  huTOOiiy  between  vooee  who 
hare  ipnuig  frmn  the  aune  enceBton,  who  are  alUed 
common  intereeta,  pntfeM  the  same  rel^on,  and 
gpeak  the  same  language,  the  United  St^ea  hare 
been  acUvel;  instmmentsl.  Our  efforts  to  effect  this 
good  iroriE  will  be  peraerered  in  frtiile  they  are 
deemed  uaefiil  to  the  parties,  and  our  entire  ditia- 
tereetednees  oontinnee  to  be  felt  and  understood. 
Tba  act  of  GoDgreaa  to  oounterrail  tiie  diacriiplnatlng 
duties,  leried  to  the  ppejndioe  ot  our  Darigstion  n. 
Cuba  and  Porto  lUoo,  baa  been  favnsndtted  to  the 
minister  of  the  United  States  at  Madrid,  to  be  00m- 
mnnicated  to  the  GoTemmeDt  of  the  Queen.  Ifo  in- 
taUigenoe  of  its  receipt  has  yet  reached  the  Depart- 
ment of  State.  If  Uie  {weemt  condition  of  the  conn- 
try  pennits  the  Qomnmeiii  to  make  &  careftil  and 
oiluged  examination  of  the  true  imtereote  of  these 
Important  portions  of  its  domiidona,  no  doubt  is  en- 
tertained ibAt  their  future  intercourse  with  the  United 
States  will  be  placed  upon  a  more  just  and  liberal 
baiEds. 

The  Fknida  ardiirei  have  not  yet  been  selected  and 
deliTered.  Beonit  ordwi  have  bem  eoit  to  the 
went  of  the  United  Statea  at  ^Tana,  to  return  with 
ul  that  he  can  obtain,  so  that  they  may  be  in  Waab- 
Ington  before  the  Besaionof  the  Bupreme  Court,  to  be 
need  in  the  legal  questions  there  pending,  to  which 
the  Government  is  a  party. 

lutemal  tnuqiullity  is  faqqnly  restored  to  Pmtogal. 
The  distracted  state  vt  m  oountn  rendend  ana> 
voidable  the  postponement  of  a  final  payment  of  the 
just  daims  of  our  dtizeos.  Oar  diplomatic  relations 
will  be  soon  resumed,  and  the  long  subdsting  fi4end> 
ship  with  that  power  affords  tiie  stroi^eat  guaranty 
that  the  balance  due  will  receive  prompt  attention. 

The  first  instalment  due  under  the  convention  of 
indemnity  with  the  King  of  the  Two  fficulies,  has 
been  duly  received,  and  an  otter  has  been  made  to 
extinguish  the  whole  by  a  prompt  payment — an  offer 
I  did  not  connder  myself  authorized  to  accept,  as  the 
indemnification  provided  is  the  exclualve  property  of 
individual  citizens  of  the  United  States.  The  oriel- 
Dai  a^ustment  of  our  chums,  and  the  anxiety  dus- 
played  to  falfil  at  onoe  the  stipulations  made  for  the 
pi^nent  of  them,  are  hiridy  bonoralile  to  the  Oov- 
emmest  of  ^  Two  Otnfiea.  When  H  ia  reooUeeted 
'  Oat  tiM^vere  the  result  of  the  injustice  <tf  an  intni- 
rive  power,  temporarily  dominant  in  its  territory,  a 
Kpqgnauoe  to  acknowledge  and  to  pay  which  would 
have  been  neither  on  natural  nor  unexpected,  the  cir- 
eumstanoes  cannot  f^  to  exalt  its  character  for  justice 
and  good  faith  in  the  eyes  of  all  nations. 

Tm  Treaty  of  Andty  and  Commerce  between  the 
Uaited  States  and  Belgiom,  brought  to  your  notice  in 
my  last  annual  Heasage,  as  sanctioned  by  the  Senate, 
bnt  the  ratifications  «  which  bad  not  been  exdiai^^ 
owing  to  a  delay  in  its  reception  at  Bnusels,  and  a 
subsequent  abaence  of  the  Belfpan  Hbister  of  For- 
«gn  A&tn,  has  been,  after  mature  ddibmtion, 
finally  disavowed  by  that  Government  as  incoosistent 
iritb  the  powers  ara  inatructiona  givui  to  their  min- 
ister who  negotiated  it.  This  disavowal  was  entirely 
unexpected,  as  the  liberal  principles  embodied  in  tlie 
convention,  and  which  form  the  groundwoA  of  tbtf 
olgectioDS  to  it,  were  perfectly  satisfactory  to  the 
Bd^an  representative,  and  were  soj^Kised  to  be  not 
only  within  the  power*  granted,  but  erpready  oon- 
lamMB  to  the  instmotfonB  givoi  to  Udl  An  i^fer, 
not  yet  aooepted,  has  been  made  by  Be^ftam  to  »• 


tSnum 

new  D^otiations  for  a  treaty  leas  liberal  In  itg  pn- 
viriona,  on  questions  of  general  maritime  law. 

Our  newly-eetabliabed  relatinis  with  the  Sublhne 
Forte  promise  to  be  useful  to  our  commerce,  and  sat- 
ia&ctory,  in  every  respect,  to  this  Qovenment.  Our 
intercourse  with  the  Barbary  Powers  continues  with- 
out important  change,  except  that  the  present  polit- 
ical state  of  Algiers  has  Induced  me  to  terminate  the 
residence  there  of  a  salaried  consul,  and  to  substitute 
an  ordinary  consulate,  to  remain  so  loi^  as  the  place 
oontiuaea  In  the  poesesslon  of  France.  Our  first 
trei^y  with  one  these  powers — ^the  Emperor  ot 
Korooco — was  formed  in  1786,  and  was  limited  to 
fifty  years.  That  period  has  almiwt  expired.  I  ahall 
take  measures  to  renew  It  with  the  greatest  satis&o- 
tion,  as  its  stipolationB  are  just  and  liberal,  and  have 
been,  with  mutual  fidelity  and  reciprocal  advantage, 
Bcnipolously  fulfilled. 

Intestine  dissmrions  have  too  fi«qnenUy  occurred 
to  mar  the  proi^perity,  interrupt  the  commerce,  and 
distract  the  Governments  of  most  of  the-notions  of 
this  liemiBidiere,  which  have  separated  themselves 
from  Spain.  When  a  firm  and  permanent  under- 
standing  with  the  parukt  oountry  shall  Itave  prodocod 
a  fimnu  acknomedgment  of  thdr  independence, 
and  the  Idea  of  danger  from  that  quarter  con  be  no 
longer  entcftained,  the  friends  of  ft«edom  expect 
that  tiiose  countries,  ao  bvored  by  nature,  will  be 
distinguished  for  thdr  love  of  justice,  and  theirdevo- 
tion  to  those  peaoefid  arta^  the  aesiduouB  cultivation 
of  iridcboonfera  honor  npoinationa,  and  gWes  value 
to  human  life,  hi  the  mean  time,  I  conSdentiy  hope 
that  the  apprdienrions  entertained,  that  some  of  ue 
pe<^le  of  these  luxuriant  regions  may  be  tempted,  in 
a  moment  of  unworthy  distrust  of  their  own  capac- 
ity for  the  enjoyment  of  liberty,  to  commit  the  too 
common  error  at  purchasing  present  repose  by  be- 
stowing on  some  &Torite  leaders  the  fatal  gift  of  ir- 
respoiulUe  power,  wilt  not  be  realized.  With  all 
these  Governments,  and  with  that  of  Brazil,  no  un- 
expected dianges  in  oat  rdations  iacn  ooeorred  dor^ 
ing  the  javsent  year.  Flrequent  causes  <tf  just  com- 
plunt  have  arisen  upon  the  part  of  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States ;  sometimes  from  the  irr^;ular  ac- 
tion of  the  constituted  subordinate  authorities  of  the 
maritime  regions,  and  sometimes  from  the  leaders  or 
partisana  of  those  in  ams  against  the  establiahed  Oov- 
enunnitB.  In  all  cases,  representations  have  been, 
or  will  be  made ;  and  so  soon  as  their  political  afbirs 
are  in  a  settied  position,  it  is  expected  that  our 
fiiendly  remonstrances  wiU  be  followed  by  adequate 
redress.- 

Tbe  Gi^vemment  of  Mexico  made  known,  in  De- 
cember last,  the  afqKdntment  of  commissioners  and 
a  surveyor,  on  its  part,  to  run,  in  coqjoncti<»  irith 
ours,  the  boundary  line  between  its  territories  and  the 
United  States,  and  excused  the  delay  for  the  reascms 
anticipated — the  prevalence  of  civil  war.  The  com- 
misrioners  and  surveyors  not  having  met  within  the 
time  stipulated  by  tiie  treaty,  a  new  airangement 
beoame  neoessary,  and  our  iAaigi  d'af^res  was  in- 
structed, In  January  last,  to  n^otiate,  at  Mexico,  an 
article  additional  to  the  pre-existing  treaty.  This  in- 
struction was  acknowledged,  and  no  difficulty  was 
^prehended  in  the  accomplishment  of  that  object. 
By  information  just  received,  tliat  additional  article 
to  the  treaty  will  be  obt^ned,  and  transmitted  to  this 
eoontry,  as  socm  as  It  can  receive  the  latiflcation  of 
the  Mexican  Consreaa. 

The  re-onion  «  the  three  States  of  New  Granada, 
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YenemeU,  and  Eqiudor,  forming  the  B^Hiblio  of 
GoIombU,  seema  every  day  to  beooine  more  imi»«b«r 
bl&  The  oommifl^nen  of  the  two  first  are  mideiv 
Stood  to  be  now  n^otiadng  a  just  dinBton  of  the 
obUgatioDfl  contracted  b;  themvhen  united  under 
one  GoTemment  The  dvil  war  in  Eqaador,  it  is 
beUered,  has  prevented  even  the  ^ipMiitaient  of  a 
ooBunlaeioner  on  ita  part 

I  pnyMse,  at  an  early  day,  to  rabmit,  in  the  proper 
fbnn,  the  appointment  of  a  diplomatic  agent  to  Ven- 
ezuela. The  importance  of  the  commerce  of  that 
country  to  die  United  Statea,  and  the  large  claima  of 
our  ciUx^  upon  the  Govenunent,  ariring  before  and 
Bince  tbo  division  of  Colombia,  rendering  it,  in  my 
jodgnwi^  impniper  Imiger  to  dd«y  this  Obno. 

Oar  refveaentstirja  to  Central  America,  F«iu,  and 
Braxil,  are  either  at,  or  on  their  way  to,  their  r«q>eo- 
UvepoBta. 

From  the  Argentine  Bepnblic,  from  whidi  a  nun- 
iiter  was  exp^ted  to  tUa  Oovemmwit,  nothing 
flirther  has  been  heard.  «Oc9caaion  Ins  been  taken, 
(HI  tbs  dmitare  of  a  new  oonnil  to  Boenos  Ayrea, 
to  TCmina  that  Oovemnient  that  its  lone-delayed 
minister,  whose  appointment  had  been  made  known 
to  UB,  had  not  arrived. 

It  becomes  my  nnpieasant  daty  to  inform  yon  that 
this  padflc  and  highly  gratifying  pictore  of  oar  for- 
dgn  relatkms  does  not  uudnde  tfaoae  with  France  at 
tUi  time.  It  fs  not  positble  that  at^  Govenmunt 
and  im^e  eonld  be  more  slnoerdy  desirans  of  con- 
ciliating a  Just  and  fiimdly  intercourBo  witii  another 
naUon,  tbon  are  those  of  the  United  States  with  their 
incieat  ally  and  Mend.  This  disposition  ts  founded, 
as  well  on  the  most  grateful  and  honoraUe  reoollec- 
tions  associated  with  our  stmmle  for  independence, 
as  npon  a  weU-gromtded  oonv^im  that  it  is  eonso- 
lUBt  with  the  true  policy  of  both.  The  people  of  the 
United  Statea  coold  not,  therefore,  see,  iriwoid  the 
deepest  r^;ret,  even  a  temporary  Intennptlon  of  the 
frioidly  relations  between  the  two  countries — a  re- 

Fit  which  would,  I  am  sore,  be  greatly  a^ravated, 
there  should  turn  out  to  be  any  reasonable  ground 
for  aUributing  such  a  result  to  any  act  of  omission  or 
commisston  on  our  part  I  d€«ive,  therefore,  tbs 
highest  satls&ctioaftom  being  able  to  anore  you  that 
the  whole  ooarse  of  this  Government  has  been  char- 
acterized by  a  spirit  so  oondliatory  and  forbearing, 
aa  to  make  it  impossible  that  our  jusUoe  and  modera- 
tion dionid  be  questioned,  whatever  may  be  the  oon- 
sequencee  of  a  longer  peraeveranoe,  on  the  part  of 
the  FreBch  Government,  in  her  omission  to  satisfy 
du  conceded  dafans  of  onr  dtiieDS. 

Th0  history  of  the  aocnmolated  and  mprovdied 
aggressions  npon  onr  commerce,  committed  by  the 
aathority  of  tiie  existing  Govemmotts  of  France, 
between  the  yean  ISOO  and  1817,  has  been  rendered 
too  painftiliy  familiar  to  Amaicans  to  make  its  rep- 
etition  cither  necesnry  or  deslraUe.  It  will  be  suffi- 
dsnt  here  to  remark  tiiat  titers  has,  fw  many  years^ 
been  soBiody  a  ain^e  adminlstntion  of  tiie  VreaA 
Government  by  whom  the  Justice  and  legality  of  the 
eUms  aC  our  oitisens  to  indemnity  were  not,  to  a 
very  considerable  extent,  admitted,  and  yet  near  a 
quarter  of  a  century  has  been  vastad  In  in^bstnal 
nsflotiatuKis  to  secure  it 

Desidy  sensible  of  the  ii^arioas  effbets  resulting 
from  this  state  of  things  upon  tiie  interests  and  diar- 
aeter  of  both  natbns,  I  regarded  it  as  among  my  first 
duties  to  cause  one  more  eflbrt  to  be  made  to  satisfy 
Ainot  that  a  Just  and  Bbml  settiement  4f  our  cUms 
wis  as  well  due  to  hsr  own  honor  as  to  their  Idood- 
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testable  vali^.  The  n^otfation  for  tUs  porpam 
was  commenced  with  the  late  Government  of  Fnmoe, 
and  was  prosecuted  irith  such  soccesB,  as  to  leave  no 
reasonable  ground  to  doubt  tiiat  a  settlement  of  » 
character  quite  as  liberal  as  that  which  was  sobse- 
quentiy  made,  would  have  been  dfccted,  had  not  the 
revolution,  by  which  the  n^otiation  was  cot  oS, 
taken  place.  The  dbeuariona  were  resumed  with  the 
present  Ooveinmait,  and  tlie  result  diowed  thrt  we 
were  not  wrong  in  supposing  tiiat  an  event  by  wfaidt 
the  two  Governments  were  made  to  am>roadi  eadi 
other  BO  much  nearer  in  their  political  ]^nd[4ea,  and 
by  whidi  the  motives  for  the  most  liboal  ai^  friend- 
ly intercourse  were  so  greatiy  mnttiidied,  ooold  eX" 
erciae  no  other  than  a  salutaiT  influence  imcn  the 
gotiatitm.  After  the  most  <Mibente  and  tiwroog^ 
examhution  of  the  whole  irabject,  a  treaty  between 
tiie  two  Governments  was  condnded  and  signed  at 
FwtiB  on  the  4tii  o(  July,  18S1,  by  whidi  it  was  stipu- 
lated that  "  tlie  Frendi  Government,  in  order  to  ub- 
erate  itself  from  all  the  redamations  preferred  sninsC 
it  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  for  tmlawfiJsdfr 
ures,  captures,  sequestrations,  confiscations,  or  de- 
stTuction  of  their  vessels,  cargoes,  or  other  property, 
engages  to  pay  a  sum  of  twenty-five  milUons  of  ftraos 
to  the  United  States,  who  shall  distribnte  it  among 
tliose  ratitied,  in  the  manner  and  aooordiog  to  the 
rules  it  shsll  determine and  it  was  also  s^mlated 
on  the  put  of  the  Frendi  Government,  tut  ttidi 
twenty-five  mllUons  of  francs  should  "be  pidd  at 
Paris  in  six  annual  instalmenta  of  four  million  me 
hundred  and  dxty-dx  thouasnd  six  hundred  and 
dxty-six  francs  and  dxty-six  centimes  eadi,  into  the 
hands  of  sndi  person  or  persons  as  abdl  be  antb^ 
ized  by  the  Govonmentof  tiw  United  Sttttea  to  recdvo 
it"  The  first  instabaeirt  to  be  paid  "  at  the  expira- 
tion of  one  year  next  following  the  exchange  of  the 
ratifications  of  this  convention,  and  the  otiien  at 
succesnve  intervals  of  a  year,  one  idfter  asothor,  lUl 
the  whole  shall  be  paid.  To  the  amount  <^  eadi  of 
the  said  instalments  shall  be  added  interest  at  four 
per  omtum  thereupon,  as  npon  the  other  instahnenta 
then  remaining  UI^>ald,  the  said  interest  to  be  com- 
puted from  tiu  day  of  the  exchange  of  the  pnatai 
convention." 

It  was  also  stipulated,  on  the  part  irf  Ae  tTidted 
States,  for  the  purpose  of  being  completely  liberated 
from  all  the  reclamations  presented  France,  on 
behalf  of  its  citizens,  tiut  the  sum  of  1,600,000  franca 
should  be  paid  to  the  Government  of  Fruioe,  hi  six 
annual  Instalments,  to  be  deducted  out  of  the  annual 
sums  wfaioh  Franoa  had  agreed  to  pay.  Interest  there- 
upon  bdug  In  Uke  manner  eomputed  frmn  the  day 
of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifloationa.  In  addition  to 
this  atipnlation,  important  advantages  were  secured 
to  France  by  the  following  article,  viz. :  "  The  wince 
of  France,  from  and  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratift- 
cations  oS  the  presnit  convention,  shall  be  admitted 
toconsnmnttonhi  the  States  of  the  Union,  at  JMdn 
irtiidi  shdl  not  exoeed  the  followiu  rates  by  the 
gallon,  (sodi  as  H  is  used  at  present  for  wines  hi  the 
United  States,)  to  wit:  dx  cents  for  red  wines  in 
euks;  ten  cents  for  white  wines  in  casks;  and 
twenty-two  oents  for  wines  of  all  eorts  in  botties. 
Hie  pn^KMTtion  existing  between  the  duties  on  FModi 
irinea  Ona  rednoed,  SIM  tiie  geneid  rates  of  the  tarUr 
wUdi  went  Into  <^>ertfian  the  1st  Januaiy,  1829,dkan 
be  maintdned,  in  ease  tiie  Gorenuneiita  tiie  Unfted 
States  should  think  pwyer  to  dimlnlah  tiieee  geimal 
rates  in  a  new  tarttC 

In  oondderation  of  ais  sdpBlettoB,  iriddi  AaD  b« 
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tdmUag  OQ  the  United  8I«Im  for  ten  yean,  the  French 
OoTenimeDt  Bbendone  the  redtimtioiiB  which  it  had 
formed  in  relation  to  the  8th  artide  of  the  treaty  of 
eeaeicniof  LooiBbna.  It  engages,  moreover,  to  eetab- 
lish  oa  the  long  itapU  cottons  of  the  United  States, 
wUdt,  after  the  exwiange  of  the  ratifica^ns  of  the 
pveeent  ooDTaitio&,  ahouU  be  broo^  dlrecdj  tboice 
tp  Ffcanee  l^y  the  TWBh  of  the  PmUd  fltalei,  ar  by 
ftendi  Teaedt,  the  Mine  dotfaa  as  on  lAerf 
oottona." 

Thia  treaiy  ma  duly  ratified  in  the  manner  pre- 
acribed  by  the  eonatitationB  of  both  oonn  tries,  and  the 
raUficadon  was  exchanged  at  the  dty  of  Washinrton, 
w  the  2d  of  Febmaty,  1882.  On  account  of  its 
sonunereial  iti|ndatioinB)  it  vaa,  wiUun  five  dm  there- 
in, laid  before  the  Ooi^;ren  <^  the  UDtted  States, 
which  proceeded  to  enact  audi  laws  farorable  to 
oommerce  of  iVance  aa  were  necessary  to  carry  it  into 
Aill  execution ;  and  France  has,  from  that  period  to 
the  present,  been  In  the  nnrestoicted  etyoyment  of 
the  valoable  privilegea  that  were  thus  secured  to  her. 
Tlw  faith  of  the  French  nation  bariw  been  thus  aol- 
nnnly  pledged,  tliroogfa  its  oonstitntiooal  organ,  {at 
the  liquidation  and  ultimate  payment  of  the  Itrng- 
deferred  dwms  of  our  dtiaens,  as  also  for  the  adjust- 
ment of  other  points  of  great  and  reciprocal  benefits 
to  both  countries,  and  the  United  States  having,  with 
a  fideUty  and  i«<Hnptitude  by  which  their  condact 
will,  I  trust,  be  always  c^iaracterized,  done  erery 
tUng  that  was  necessary  to  carry  the  beaty  into  full 
wd  fidr  tSecX  on  thdr  part,  counted,  with  the  most 
perfect  coofideooe,  on  equal  flddity  md  promptitude 
on  the  part  of  the  IVendi  GoTemment  In  this  rea- 
■onaUe  expectation  we  have  been,  I  r^ret  to  inform 
you,  wholly  disappointed.  No  legislatiTe  provision 
has  been  made  by  France  for  the  execution  of  the 
treaty^  either  aa  it  respects  the  indemi^tiee  to  be  paid, 
or  the  commercial  benefits  to  be  aeeored  to  the  United 
States ;  and  the  rdatimiB  between  the  United  Stales 
and  tlut  power,  in  emseqnence  thereof^  are  placed 
bi  a  utuation  threatening  to  interrupt  the  good  under- 
standing  wliicb  baa  so  long  and  so  haj^y  existed 
between  the  two  nations. 

Not  only  has  the  French  Govanment  been  thus 
nntiiw  in  the  perfnminoe  of  the  itipulatiinu  h  has  BO 
•olemoly  entered  into  with  the  United  States,  but  its 
omiaBions  have  been  marked  by  drcomstanoes  which 
would  seem  to  leave  us  without  satisfactory  evidences 
tlut  peifonnance  will  certainly  take  place  at  a 
lutaie  period.  Advice  of  the  exchai^^  of  ratifications 
readied  Paris  ^or  to  the  8th  April,  1882.  The 
French  Chambers  were  then  sitting,  and  oontfnned 
faisesslonmitiltheaiBt  of  that  month;  andalthoodi 
one  mstalment  of  the  indemnity  was  payaUe  on  iaa 
2d  of  February,  1 888,  one  year  after  the  exchanee  of 
ratifications,  no  applicatioa  was  made  to  the  Cnam- 
bers  for  the  required  appropriation,  and,  in  conse- 
quence of  DO  a|i^priation  having  then  been  made, 
the  draft  of  the  United  States  Government  for  that 
instalment  was  dishonored  by  the  Minister  of  finance, 
and  the  United  States  thereby  involved  in  much  con- 
trovern.  The  next  session  of  the  Chambers  ctna- 
menoed  on  the  10th  November,  18S2,  and  ccmtinued 
until  the  2l»th  April,  1888.  Notwithstanding  the 
omission  to  pay  the  first  instalment  had  been  made 
the  sul^ect  of  earnest  renkonstrance  on  our  part,  the 
treaty  with  the  United  States,  and  a  t»ll  making  ttie 
Beoesaary  mn^iriBtioiui  to  execute  it,  were  not  laid 
beCnce  the  Chonber  of  Deputies  until  the  6th  of 
April,  neuly  fire  montbt  after  its  meeting,  and  only 
uwteen  di^  befim  the  ctow  «r  Am  MMoii.  Ths 


bill  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  otRnmittee^  bot  Am 
was  no  farther  action  npon  it.  The  next  sesrion  of 
the  Chambers  commenced  on  the  seth  of  Api^,  18S8, 
and  continued  ontil  the  S8th  of  June  fcrilowiog.  A 
new  bill  was  introduced  on  the  lltb  of  June,  but 
nothing  unportant  was  done  in  relation  to  it  during  the 
■eflaion.  In  the  month  of  April,  1884,  oeariy  ttiree 
years  after  the  dgnature  of  the  treaty,  the  final  acti<m 
of  the  French  Chambers  upon  the  bUl  to  carry  the 
treaty  Into  effect  was  obtained,  and  resulted  in  a  re- 
fusal of  the  necessary  appropriatiims.  The  avowed 
grounds  npon  which  the  bill  was  igected,  are  to  be 
found  in  ue  published  debates  of  utat  body,  and  no 
<4»ervations  of  mine  can  l>e  necessaij  to  satirfy  Con- 
gress of  their  otter  Insuffldrawy.  Amiough  the  gross 
oDOunt  of  ttw  claims  of  oar  doittiB  is  probably  grest- 
er  than  will  be  nltimatdy  allowed  by  the  commiasiOD- 
ets,  snffldent  is,  nevertheless,  shown,  to  render  it  ab- 
solutely certain  that  the  indemnity  fklls  far  short  of  the 
actual  amount  of  our  Just  daima,  independently  of 
damagei^  and  interest  for  the  detention.  That  Uie 
Battlement  involved  a  sacri&e,  in  this  respect,  was 
well  known  at  the  time — a  sacrifice  which  was  dwer- 
taHy  acquiesced  in  by  the  diflbrent  branches  of  the 
Federal  Government,  whose  action  upon  the  treaty 
was  required,  from  a  sincere  desire  to  avoid  ftirther 
collinon  upaa  this  old  and  disturbing  subject,  and  in 
the  confident  expectation  that  the  general  relations  be- 
tween the  two  countries  would  be  improved  thereby. 

The  rdtasal  to  vote  the  aj^iropriaUoD,  the  news  of 
which  was  reoelved  from  our  minister  hi  Paris  aboot 
the  ISth  day  of  Hay  last,  might  have  been  considered 
the  final  detomination  chT  the  Frendi  Govenment  not 
to  execute  the  stipulationB  of  the  trea^,  and  would 
have  justified  an  immediate  communication  of  tiie 
facta  to  Congress,  with  a  recommendation  o(  such 
ultimate  measures  as  the  interest  and  honor  of  the 
Uidted  States  m]^  seem  to  xwiulre.  Bntwiththe 
news  of  the  refnal  of  the  Cbanben  to  make  the 
Sf^ropriation,  were  conveyed  the  regrets  the  Xing, 
and  a  dedaration  that  a  national  vessel  should  be 
forthwith  sent  out,  with  instructions  to  the  Frendi 
minister  to  ^ve  the  most  ample  explanations  of  tbt 
past,  snd  m  strongest  assurances  for  the  fhture. 
After  ft  bnff  passage,  the  promised  despatch  Teasel 
anfved.  Tbo  plei^  given  1^  the  Fkendi  miidster, 
upon  receipt  m  his  inirtroctions,  were,  that  as  soon 
after  the  election  of  the  new  members  aa  the  charter 
would  permit,  the  L^^ilatlve  Chambers  of  France 
should  be  called  together,  and  the  proporition  for  an 
miroiniation  laid  before  them ;  that  ^  the  otuistittt- 
thmal  pofweiB  of  tin  King  and  his  CaUnat  shonld  ha 
exerted  to  acQonqiUdi  die  ot^oct ;  and  tliaitherenilt 
should  be  made  Imown  early  enough  to  be  commmd- 
cated  to  Congress  at  tlie  commencement  of  the  pree- 
ent  seesion.  Relying  upon  these  pledges,  and  not 
doubting  that  the  admowledged  justice  of  oar  claims, 
the  promised  exertions  trf'  the  King  and  his  Cabinet, 
and,  above  all,  tliat  saored  tewd  for  the  national 
Uitik  and  iKmor  for  wUdi  tiie  nendi  diameter  has 
been  so  distiBgniJied,  would  secure  an  early  execu- 
tion of  the  bSttf  in  all  its  parts,  I  did  not  deem  It 
necessary  to  call  the  attention  of  Congreas  to  the  sub- 
ject at  -uie  last  session. 

I  regret  to  say  that  the  pledges  made  through  the 
minister  of  IVance  have  not  been  redeemed.  The 
new  Chambers  met  the  Slst  July  last ;  and  al- 
tboni^  the  suMeet  of  ftalflUing  treatiea  was  alluded 
to  in  the  qieeeli  fhim  tiie  tlffone,  no  attempt  mi 
made  by  the  King  or  Us  O&binet  to  procure  an 
Impropriation  to  flsny  it  into  enention.  ibe  rea* 
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■ona  riven  for  this  omiasion,  iltfuni^  tbey  mi^t  be 
coiuiaered  saffideat  in  in  ordinary  case,  are  not  con- 
Bistent  with  the  expectations  founded  npaa  the  assur- 
aacea  given  here,  for  there  ia  no  consUtationil  ob- 
fltade  to  entering  into  l^iialstiTe  bnsineaB  at  the  first 
meeting  <rf  the  Chambers.  This  point,  howeTer, 
might  hare  been  orerlooked,  bad  not  the  Chunben, 
instead  of  being  called  to  meet  at  ao  early  a  day  Uiat 
tbe  result  <^  their  deliberatioQfl  might  be  communi- 
cated to  me  before  the  meeting  of  Congreaa,  been 
prorogued  to  tbe  i9tk  of  the  present  month— a  period 
BO  late  that  their  decisioa  can  scarcely  be  made  knovn 
to  the  present  OongraM  prior  to  Its  diasolotion.  To 
avoid  tUi  det*f,  oar  miiiteter  in  KuIb,  in  virtue  of 
the  aamranoe  given  \>j  the  Frentdi  miidster  !n  the 
ITnited  States,  stnmgly  niged  tlie  convocation  of  the 
Obambers  at  an  eari^  day,  but  without  soocess.  It 
b  iwoper  to  ranaric,  however,  thst  this  refusal  has 
beoi  aoemnpaoied  with  the  most  podtive  anoranoes, 
on  tfw  part  oi  the  Executive  Qovemment  of  ftanee, 
vi  their  intention  to  press  the  ^tpropristion  at  the 
ensning  aasrion     the  Chambers. 

Tbt  «zflcadve  brandi  of  tbia  Qovmiment  lias,  as 
matters  stand,  exhausted  all  the  authority  upon  the 
snly^  whidi  it  is  inveeted,  and  which  It  bad 
any  reason  to  bdieve  could  be  beneficially  employ- 
ed. 

The  idea  of  acquiesdng  in  tbe  refbsal  to  execute 
the  trea^  wiU  not,  I  am  confident  be  for  a  moment 
Mrtertdned  W  any  bcanoh  of  tiiis  Government ;  and 
farther  ncfotutioa  upon  the  suly'ect  ia  eqoidly  out  of 
the  question. 

ZfitahidlbetheiJeaBurei^  Congress  to  await  the 
further  action  of  ue  French  Chambers,  no  further 
oondderation  of  the  sutyect  wilL  at  this  season,  prob- 
A\j  be  required  at  your  hands.  But  if^  from  the 
original  delay  in  aaldng  for  an  appropriation,  from 
the  refusal  of  the  Chambers  to  giant  it  when  asked, 
fiom  the  omisrion  to  bring  the  sulyect  before  the 
Qutmbera  at  theur  last  sesrion,  from  the  fact  that,  in< 
duiUng  that  seerion,  tiiere  have  been  five  difl^«nt 
oeeasiwiB  when  tbe  ^ipropriatton  might  have  been 
madOi  and  from  tbe  delay  in  convoking  the  Chambers 
until  some  weeks  after  the  meeting  of  Congress^  when 
It  was  wdl  known  that  a  conunnucation  of  the  whole 
Boliject  to  Oongress  at  the  hut  session  was  prevented 
by  asBuranoes  that  it  should  be  disposed  of  before  its 
iwesent  meeting,  you  should  feel  yourselves  con- 
strained to  doubt  whether  it  be  the  intention  of  the 
French  Government  in  all  its  branches  to  carry  the 
treaty  into  effect,  and  think  thst  sacfa  measures  as  the 
oootflfam  may  be  deemed  to  call  for  ahould  be  now 
adopted,  the  Important  question  arises,  wlwt  those 
measures  shall  he. 

Our  institutions  are  essentially  padfia  Peace  and 
fHendly  intercourse  with  all  nations  are  as  much  the 
desire  of  our  Government  ss  tiiey  are  the  interest  of 
our  people.  Bat  these  objects  are  not  to  be  perma- 
nently secured,  bysmreodering  the  ri|^of  onrdU 
Ixens,  or  permitting  solemn  treaties  for  ttieir  indemni- 
ty in  oases  of  flagrant  wrong,  to  be  abrogated  or  set 
adde. 

It  is  undoubtedly  In  the  power  of  Congress  seri- 
onaly  to  affect  the  agricultural  and  mnnu&eturing  in- 
terests of  France  by  tbe  passi^  of  laws  rdating  to 
her  trade  with  tiie  United  &itea.  Her  products, 
maauftctnrea,  and  tonnsge,  may  be  subjected  to 
heavy  duties  in  our  ports,  or  all  commercial  inters 
course  with  her  may  be  suqmided.  But  there  are 
powerfol,  and,  to  my  nUnd^ooaohudve  ot^eetUma  to 
flds  mode  of  proQeedh^.  We  oanaoi  embanaaa  or 


[DnaaoB,  ISSk 

cot  off  the  trade  of  France,  without,  at  tbe  same 
time,  in  some  degree,  embanaanng  or  cutting  off  our 
own  trade.  The  iqjuiy  of  such  a  warfare  must  fall, 
thoagh  unequally,  upon  ourown  citizens,  and  could  not 
but  impair  the  means  of  tbe  Government,  and  weaken 
that  united  ywit""*^  fai  snppCKt  of  tlw  ririits  and, 
hoior  of  the  nation  wfaidtmast  nowpervue  eveir 
bosooL  Kor  is  it  impoarible  that  such  a  coorae  of 
l^iaktion  would  introduce  once  more  into  oar  na- 
ti(mal  ooundls  those  disturiaing  questions  in  retation 
to  the  tariff  of  duties  which  nave  been  so  recraitly 
put  to  rest.  Beddea,  by  every  measora  adiwted  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  with  Uie  viev 
of  injuring  IVance,  tbe  dear  peroeption  of  iridA 
will  iuhwe  oar  own  pe<^e,  and  the  rulers  and  pco> 
pie  of  all  Othw  nations,  even  of  Frsnce  hend^  to 
pronounoe  our  quarrd  just,  will  be  obscured,  and  die 
support  raideredtousinafinal  resort  to  mora  ded- 
idve  measarss  iritt  he  more  limited  and  eqoivooaL 
There  is  but  one  pdnfc  in  the  oontroveny,  and  upoa 
that  the  vdudedvilbed  world  mostpRmomieelMiea 
to  be  in  the  wrong'.  We  insiat  that  she  dull  pay  us 
a  sum  of  nxmey,  wliidi'  she  baa  acknowledged  to  be 
due ;  and  of  the  justice  <tf  this  demand  then  can  be 
but  me  opinion  among  mankind.  True  policy  would 
seem  to  dictate  that  the  question  at  issue  stiould  be 
kept  thus  disencumbered,  and  that  not  the  digfateet 
pretence  should  be  ^ven  to  France  to  peidst  m  her 
rdbad  to  make  peyment,  bf  anyaet  on  our  part  afr 
focting  tbe  interests  of  her  people.  The  question 
should  be  left  as  His  now,  fai  aodi  an  attttode  tbniv 
when  France  fiilfiU  her  treaty  stipuktiooa,  aU  oantn»- 
versy  will  be  at  an  end. 

It  is  my  conviction  that  the  United  States  ought  to 
indst  on  a  promjA  execution  of  the  trea^,  md,  in 
case  it  be  raAised,  or  kHuer  ddayed,  take  ndrea 
into  thdr  own  hands.  ASber  the  delay  on  the  part 
of  IVance  of  a  qaarttt<^aoaitni7  in  acknowledging 
these  claims  by  trea^,  it  is  not  to  be  tolerated  that 
another  quarter  of  a  omtury  ia  to  be  wasted  in  negt»* 
tiating  about  the  payment  The  laws  of  nations  pro- 
vide a  remedy  for  such  oocadooa.  It  is  awdl-eettied 
prindple  <i£  the  totetnationd  code,  that  iriien  one 
nation  owes  another  a  bqoidated  debt,  wUdi  it  re- 
fuses or  neglects  to  pay,  the  aggrieved  putf  may 
seize  on  the  property  belonging  to  the  other,  its  dt)> 
zoos  or  Botgtnte,  anffldent  to  pay  the  debt,  without 
^ving  just  cause  of  war.  This  remedy  has  been  re- 
peatedly resorted  to«  and  reo»tiy  by  France  hered^ 
towards  Portugal,  under  drcRunatanoes  lesa  naqnaa 
tionable. 

Hie  tfane  at  iriddi  resort  dioald  be  bad  to  tiiis,  or 
any  other  mode  ot  redreasj  Is  a  pdnt  to  be  decided 
by  Congress.  If  an  appropriation  riudl  not  be  made 
by  the  tVendi  Chambers  at  thdr  next  sesrion,  it  may 
justiy  be  concluded  that  the  Government  of  francs 
has  findly  detemdned  to  disr^ard  its  own  solona 
undertaking,  and  refuse  to  pay  an  acknowledged 
dd>L  In  ttet  evnit,  evety  «^  delay  on  our  pint 
iriU  be  a  stain  upon  ovr  nadond  honor,  aa  weD  as  a 
denid  of  justice  to  our  injured  dtisena.  FMmpt 
meaauree,  witen  tbe  refusd  of  France  ahall  be  cos* 
plete,  wiH  not  only  be  moat  hooocaUe  and  jnat,  hot 
will  hare  the  best  dbot  upon  our  natkmd  diarao- 
ter. 

Since  France,  In  violation  of  the  pledges  riven 
through  her  minister  here,  has  deUyed  her  find  ao- 
ition  so  long  that  her  deddtm  irill  not  nobaUy  be 
known  in  time  to  be  communicated  to  this  Coogreea, 
I  reoommend  that  a  law  be  passed,  anthwidag  re- 
prisBls  upon  IVoidi  proper^,  m  ease  pco  vision  dMdl 
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noi  b«  made  for  the  pajmeot  at  tbe  deU  tt  the  ap- 
proeddiig  aeirion the Fkcndi  ChimbenL  Bodia 
meamra  oof^  not  to  be  onuidered  1^  FMnee  m  a 
menaoe.  Her  pride  and  power  are  too  veil  knows 
to  expect  any  thing  from  her  fears,  and  predude  the 
Beoestity  of  a  declaration  that  notiunr  partaking  of  the 
chatacter  of  intinJdation  is  hitended  by  us.  ^e 
ought  to  look  upon  it  as  tbe  eridrace  wly  of  an  in- 
flexible detensdnation  on  pait  of  the  United  SUteg 
to  insist  on  tiieir  riglita.  That  Goremmoit,  by  doing 
tmly  what  it  has  itself  adnowledged  to  be  jiut,  wiO 
be  able  to  spare  the  United  States  the  necearity  of 
taking  rcdresa  into  their  own  hands,  and  save  the 
property  of  Frendi  dtizens  from  that  seizure  and  se- 
questration wliich  American  citizens  so  long  endured 
witluNit  retaliation  or  redress.  If  she  dranld  continue 
to  refuse  that  act  of  acknowledged  justice,  and,  in 
Tbdatkm  oS  the  law  of  nations,  noke  reprisals  on  our 
part  the  oocashm  of  boetiUtiea  against  the  United 
States,  die  would  but  add  violence  to  iiyaBtice,  and 
could  not  ^  to  expose  herself  to  the  just  censure  of 
dvilized  nations,  and  to  the  retribnUTo  judgments  of 
Hearen. 

CoUisioQ  with  France  is  tbe  more  to  be  repotted, 
onaooDimt  of  theporidOD  riie  oocopieB  In  Suope  hi 
nlation  to  Ubenl  hutttodoDS.  Bat,  in  malnt^ning 
onr  national  i%htB  and  bonw,  all  Governments  are 
alike  to  na  li,  1^  a  colliricm  with  France,  in  a  case 
where  die  is  cleariy  b  the  wrong,  the  march  of  liber- 
al prindples  shall  be  impeded,  tbe  reeptnidbility  for 
that  resnlt,  as  well  as  every  other,  wtU  rest  on  her 
own  head. 

Havbg  Bobndtted  these  aonriderttloiM,  tt  beloi^ 
to  Congress  to  dedde  frtiether,  after  what  has  taken 
place,  It  will  stiD  await  the  further  action  of  the 
French  Chambers,  or  now  adopt  snch  provisional 
messores  as  it  may  deem  necessary  and  best  adapted 
to  protect  the  ri|^ta  and  maintun  the  honor  of  the 
ootmtry.  Whatever  that  ded^n  may  be,  it  will  be 
fluthftuly  enfiwced  by  the  Executive,  as  &r  as  he  is 
aotborixed  so  to  do. 

Aocor^ng  to  tbe  eethnates  of  the  Treasory  Depart- 
ment, the  revenue  accruing  irom  all  sources,  during 
the  present  year,  will  amount  to  twenty  million  six 
hundred  and  twenty-four  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventeen  dollars,  which,  witii  the  balance  re- 
maining in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  January  last, 
of  elenn  imllien  Benn  hundred  and  two  thousand 
nine  bimdrad  and  five  d(rilan,  produces  an  aggregate 
of  thirty-two  million  three  hundred  and  twenty-seven 
thousand  dx  hundred  and  twenty-three  dollars.  The 
total  expenditure  during  the  year  for  all  objects,  in- 
cluding the  puUio  deb^  is  estimated  at  twenty-five 
million  five  hundred  and  ninety-one  thousand  three 
honied  and  ninety  di^lata,  irtdiAi  will  leave  a  balance 
In  the  Tntmrr  on  the  lit  of  January,  18SS,  of  six 
ndlhon  seven  hundred  and  thirty-six  thousand  two 
hundred  and  thirty-two  dolhua.  m  this  balance,  how- 
ever, will  be  induded  about  one  million  one  hun< 
dred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  of  what  was  hereto- 
fore reported  by  the  department  as  not  effective. 

Of  former  qiiKoprianona,  tt  Is  estimated  that  tiiere 
,wni  i«mdn  unexpended  at  the  dose  of  the  year, 
'elg^t  million  two  uunsand  nine  hundred  and  twenty- 
flve  donana ;  and  that,  of  this  sum,  there  will  not  be 
retjulred  more  than  five  million  one  hundred  and 
forty-one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  dxty-four  dol- 
lars, to  accomplidi  the  objects  of  all  the  current  tp- 
propriations.  Thus  it  appears  that,  after  satisQ'ing 
all  those  sppropriations,  and  after  discharging  the 
lait  iton  of  our  public  debt,  which  will  be  done  on 
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tbe  Istof  Januaty  next,  thu«  will  remain  unexprad- 
«d  in  the  Treasury  an  eSbctlve  bahnoe  of  about  torn 
hundred  and  mtf  thousand  dollai&  VbMt  tnA 
should  be  the  aspect  of  our  finances.  Is  U^y  flatter* 
log  to  the  industry  and  enterprise  of  ottr  population, 
and  anspidous  of  the  wealA  and  prosperity  whidi 
await  tbe  f^re  cultivation  of  tbeir  growing  resources. 
It  is  not  deemed  pmdent,  however,  to  recommend 
sny  change  for  the  present  in  onr  impost  rates,  the 
effect  of  the  gradual  reduction  now  in  progress  in 
many  of  them  not  being  suffldently  tested  to  guide 
us  in  determining  the  jvedse  aaoont  of  rerenM 
which  they  will  produce. 

Free  from  public  debt,  at  peace  with  all  the  world, 
and  wttit  no  complicated  interests  to  consult  in  our  in* 
tercouree  with  forei^  powers,  the  present  may  be 
hailed  as  that  epoch  m  our  history  tbe  meet  favoraUe 
fer  the  settlement  of  those  ^Indples  in  onr  domeatie 
pdiey,  wUA  diall  be  beet  caleillated  to  give  staUUtj 
to  our  republic,  and  secure  tiie  blessings  of  freedom 
to  our  dtizens.  Among  these  piind^es,  from  our 
past  experience,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  dmplidty 
in  the  character  of  the  Federal  Government,  and  a 
rigid  economy  in  its  admimstration,  should  be  r^;atd- 
ed  as  ftmdamental  and  sacred.  All  must  be  sensibU 
that  the  exhtenee  of  the  pablic  debt,  by  rendering 
taxati<»  necessary  for  ha  extii^dunent,  haa  in> 
creased  tbe  difficulties  vldch  are  inseparable  from 
any  exerdse  of  the  taxing  power ;  and  that  it  was,  in 
this  respect,  a  remote  agent  In  producing  those  dis- 
turbing questions  which  grew  out  ot  the  discnsdoBfl 
relating  to  the  tariff.  If  such  has  been  the  tendency 
of  a  debt  Incurred  fa  the  acquUtlonand  malnteiumce 
of  our  national  rights  and  liberties,  the  obligation  of 
whidi  all  portions  of  the  Union  cheerfully  acknowl- 
edged, it  must  be  obvious,  that  whatever  is  calculated 
to  increase  tiie  burdens  of  Government  without  ne- 
cesdty,  must  be  fatal  to  all  our  hopes  of  preserving 
its  true  diaracter.  WUle  we  are  falidtatfau;  onr- 
sdves,  ther^ore,  ap<m  the  extingoishment  of  ue  ut> 
tional  debt,  and  the  prosperous  state  of  our  finances, 
let  us  not  be  tempted  to  depart  fWim  those  sound 
maxims  of  public  policy,  wliich  eqjotn  a  just  adapter- 
tion  of  the  revenue  to  ^e  expenditures  ^t  are  con- 
dstent  witfa  a  rigid  economy,  and  an  entire  abstinence 
from  all  topics  of  l^slation  that  are  not  deariy 
within  the  constitutiomd  powers  of  the  Govenuneo^ 
and  suggested  by  tbe  wants  the  oountry.  Froperlj 
r^aro^  under  such  a  policy,  every  dindnntion  ta 
the  puUio  burdens  aridng  from  taxation,  gives  to  In- 
dividual enterprise  increased  power,  and  funUahes  to 
all  the  members  of  our  Iiappy  confederacy  new  mo- 
tives for  patriotic  affection  and  support  But,  above 
all,  its  moet  important  effect  will  be  found  in  its  In* 
flue&ce  upon  the  duracter  of  the  Gsvnnment,  bf 
conflmng  its  actim  to  those  (Ajecta  wludi  will  be 
sure  to  secure  to  H  the  attachment  and  support  <^ 
our  fellow-dtixenB. 

Circnmstanoes  make  it  my  duty  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  Congress  to  tbe  Bank  of  the  United  Statea 
Created  for  the  convenience  of  tiie  Government,  tliat 
institution  has  become  the  scout^  of  the  people.  Its 
interference  to  pos^mne  tbe  payment  of  a  pOTtioo  of 
tbe  national  debt,  that  It  might  retain  tbe  pubUo 
money  appropriated  for  that  purpose,  to  atreiigthen  it 
in  a  political  contest — tiie  extraordinary  extendon 
and  contraction  of  its  accommodations  to  the  com- 
munity— its  corrupt  snd  partisan  loans — Its  exdo- 
don  of  the  public  lUrectors  from  a  knowledge  of  its 
most  imputant  ]xoeeeding»— the  mdindted  authwiqr 
coafaned  on  the  preeidtnt  to  expend  its  f^mds  in  hir. 
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ing  wiUem,  and  procoring  the  excontion  of  {HiDtiiig, 
and  the  nee  made  of  that  authority — the  retention  ot 
the  peuflion  monej  and  books  after  the  selectioo  of 
new  agentfl — the  groondleee  claim  to  heavy  damages, 
In  ooDaequenoe  of  the  protest  of  the  bill  dnwn  on  the 
Freocb  GorenuDei^  lutve,  through  Tarioua  channels, 
been  laid  befotv  Oongreas,  Immediately  after  the 
lAoM  of  the  laet  aeiritn,  the  bank,  through  its  presi- 
dent, anoonnced  its  ability  and  readiness  to  abuidoD 
the  system  of  unpanJleled  corti^lment,  and  the  inter- 
ruption of  domestic  exchanges,  whieh  it  had  praoUsed 
upon  from  the  Ist  of  August,  1S8S,  to  the  SOth  June, 
18M,  and  to  extend  its  accommodations  to  the  com- 
moidty.  The  grounds  assumed  In  this  aautmdation 
•momited  to  an  adnowledgment  that  the  curtailmeDt, 
in  the  extent  to  vfaich  it  nad  been  carried,  vas  not 
neoessary  to  the  safety  of  the  bank,  and  had  been 
persisted  In  merely  to  induce  Congress  to  grant  the 
prayer  of  the  bank  in  its  memorial  relative  to  the  re- 
moral  of  the  deposits,  and  to  it  a  new  charter. 
They  vere  aalNtHrtially  a  etm^don  that  all  the  r^ 
dlstro— ce  vUdi  indinduali  and  the  ootmtry  had  en- 
dttred  toe  tbe  preceding  tix  or  ^ht  months,  bad 
ima  needlessly  produced  by  it,  wiu  the  view  of  af- 
fo^ng,  through  the  sofibringa  of  the  people,  the  leg- 
islative action  of  Congress.  It  is  a  sutyect  of  con- 
gratulation that  CfHigreaB  and  the  country  bad  the 
virtue  and  firmness  to  bear  the  inaction ;  that  the 
eneigies  of  our  people  soon  found  relief  from  this 
wanton  granny,  in  vast  importations  of  the  predous 
metals  from  ^moet  every  part  of  the  world ;  and 
that,  at  the  close  of  this  tremendous  effort  to  control 
our  Oovemment,  the  bank  fooad  itoelf  poweriess,  and 
no  longer  able  to  loan  out  its  surplus  means.  The 
community  had  learned  to  manage  its  al&irs  without 
its  assiBtaoce,  and  trade  had  already  found  new  auxil- 
iaries ;  ao  that,  on  the  1st  of  Ootidwr  last,  the  extrar 
OTdinaiy  spectade  was  imsented  of  a  Natiotial  Bank, 
more  tun  uw-balf  of  whose  oqdtal  was  dUier  Ijing 
nnproductiTe  in  its  vaults,  or  in  the  hands  of  foreign 
bankers. 

To  the  needless  dlstreaus  bronght  on  the  country 
duriiu  tbe  last  seanon  of  Congress,  has  uuce  been 
addea  tbe  open  seisure  of  the  dividends  on  tbe  public 
■todc,  to  toe  amoimt  vS  one  hundred  and  seventy 
thousand  and  forty-one  dollars,  under  pretence  of 
paying  damages,  coat,  and  interest,  upon  the  protest- 
ed French  bill.  Thb  sum  constituted  a  portion  of 
the  estimated  revenues  for  the  year  1884,  upon  which 
tiM  appropriations  made  by  Congress  were  based.  It 
would  as  soon  have  been  expected  that  our  collectors 
would  selxe  on  tbe  customs,  or  the  receivers  of  our 
land  offices  on  the  moneys  arising  from  the  sale  of 

eiblic  lands,  under  pretences  of  daims  agunst  the 
oited  States,  as  that  the  bank  would  have  retuned 
the  diiddends.  Indeed,  if  the  principle  be  establiah- 
•d  that  any  one  who  dioosee  to  set  ap  a  daim 
against  tbe  united  States  may,  without  authority  of 
law,  sdze  on  the  public  property  or  money,  wherever 
be  can  find  It,  to  pay  sudi  olaun,  there  ml  remain 
no  assnranoe  that  our  revenue  wul  reach  the  ?^«as< 
ury,  or  that  it  will  be  applied,  i^r  the  ^>proprlar 
tion,  to  the  purposes  designated  In  the  law.  The 
paymasters  of  our  army,  and  the  pursers  of  our  navy, 
may,  under  like  pretences,  ^>ply  to  their  own  use 
moneys  appropriated  to  set  in  motion  the  public  force, 
and  in  time  of  war  leave  the  country  witiiout  defence. 
This  measure,  resnted  to  by  the  bank,  is  disoiganic- 
ing  and  revolutionary,  and,  if  generally  resnted  to 
by  private  dtizens  in  like  casea^  would  iUl  the  land 
iritn  anaidiy  and  vldence. 
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It  Is  a  oonstltutioDal  pravWon,  that  "no  mowry 
rthaU  be  drawn  fivm  the  Treasury  but  In  oonseqnenca 
of  i4>pn>priations  made  by  law.**  Tbe  palpable  d^eot 
of  this  provision  is  to  prevent  the  expenditure  of  the 
put^c  money,  for  any  purpose  whatsoever,  which 
shall  not  have  been  first  uqwoved  by  tbe  represeuta- 
tives  of  the  people  and  the  States,  la  Congress 
assembled.  It  vests  the  power  <tf  dedaring  for 
what  puipoeee  tbe  pnUlo  money  shall  be  expended 
in  the  Legislative  Department  of  the  Government,  to 
the  exdumon  of  the  Executive  and  Judidal ;  and  it 
is  not  within  tbe  oonstitutiinial  authority  of  either  of 
those  departments  to  pay  it  away  without  law,  or  to 
sanctitm  its  payment.  AecoidiM;  to  thb  plain  eon- 
stitutionai  provision,  tbe  dalm  oftbe  bank  can  never 
be  paid  wi^out  an  appropriation  by  act  of  Congreas. 
But  the  bank  has  never  asked  for  an  ^wiqiriation. 
It  attempts  to  defeat  the  proviuon  of  the  ooBstitn- 
tion,  and  obtain  payment  without  an  act  of  Congress. 
Instead  of  awaitmg  an  appropriatiou  passed  by  both 
Houses,  and  approved  by  tbe  Fresident,  it  mu  es  an 
wpnwriation  for  itself,  and  invites  an  afq>eal  to  the 
Jndiciaiy  to  sanction  It.  That  the  mtmey  had  not 
tedmically  been  paid  into  the  Treasury,  does  not  af- 
fect the  prindple  Intended  to  be  estabUshed  by  the 
constitution.  The  Executive  and  Judidary  have  as 
littie  right  to  appropriate  and  expend  the  publio 
money  without  authority  of  law,  before  it  is  plaoed 
to  the  credit  of  the  Tretuurer,  as  to  take  it  bota  tbe 
l^easoiy.  In  the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
tbe  TrMflury,  and  In  his  correspondenoe  with  the 
president  of  the  bank,  and  the  <^hiions  of  the  XVUxe- 
ney-General  accompanying  it,  you  will  find  a  furtfao: 
examination  of  the  daims  of  the  bank,  and  the  conrae 
it  has  pursued. 

It  seems  due  to  the  safety  the  puUio  iimds  re- 
maining in  that  bank,  and  to  the  honor  of  the  Amer* 
jean  people,  that  measnree  be  taken  to  separate  the 
Government  entirely  from  an  institution  so  misduev- 
ous  to  the  public  prosperity,  and  so  regaidkasof  the 
constitution  and  laws.  By  transferring  the  pnUio 
deposits ;  by  appointing  other  p^idon  agents,  as  far 
as  U  had  the  power ;  by  ordering  the  discontinuance 
of  tiie  leoeipt  of  bank  checks  in  payment  of  the  pub> 
lie  dues  siur  the  first  day  of  January  next,  tbe  Exao- 
uUve  has  exerted  all  its  lawfttl  anthorihr  to  sever  tha 
connection  between  tbe  Government  and  thlsfkithlea 
eoiporation. 

The  high-handed  career  of  this  institution  imposes 
upon  tbe  oimstitutitmal  functionaries  of  this  Govon* 
meat,  duties  of  the  gravest  and  most  impentive  char< 
acter-— duties  which  they  cannot  avoid,  and  from  wUdi, 
I  trust,  there  will  be  no  indination  on  the  part  of  any 
of  them  to  shrink.  Hy  own  sense  of  them  is  most 
dear,  as  is  also  my  readiness  to  discharge  those 
which  may  rightlully  fall  on  me.  To  continue  any 
bu^ess  relations  with  the  Bank  of  the  Umted  StUes, 
that  may  be  avoided  without  a  violation  of  the  na- 
tional unh,  after  that  institution  has  set  at  open  de* 
fiance  the  conceded  right  of  the  Government  to  ex- 
amine its  afiirt ;  after  it  has  done  all  In  its  power  to 
deride  the  public  authority  in  other  refq>ecta,  and  to 
bring  it  into  disrepute  at  home  and  abroad ;  after  it 
has  attempted  to  defeat  the  deariy  expressed  will  <^ 
the  pet^e,  by  turning  agdnst  them  tfie  immense 
power  entrusted  to  its  hands,  and,  by  involving  * 
country,  othorwise  peaceful,  flonriBoiiiE,  and  h^y. 
In  dissension,  embarrassment,  and  distress,  would 
make  tiie  nation  itself  a  party  to  the  d^radatl«i  so 
sedulODsly  prepared  for  its  public  agents,  and  do  much 
to  destroy  the  confidence  of  mankind  in  popular  Gov- 
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flrmneDtBi,  and  to  bring  Into  contempt  thdr  antlmitT 
utd  effidieney.  In  guanUns  agnioit  in  evil  <rf  sues 
magnitude,  oonddnationa  of  taapontj  convei^enoe 
■hould  be  thrown  oat  of  the  question,  and  we  should 
be  inflnencd  by  such  motives  only  an  look  to  the  hon- 
or and  preaerration  of  the  republican  system.  Deep- 
ly and  Bolemnly  impressed  with  the  justice  of  these 
▼iewa^  I  feel  U  to  be  my  du^  to  recommend  to  you 
that  a  law  be  paaaed  aathorldiw  the  sale  of  the  pnb- 
Bc  stock ;  that  the  prondon  et  the  diarter  requiring 
the  receipt  of  notes  of  the  bank  in  payment  public 
dues,  shall,  in  accordance  with  the  power  reserved  to 
Ooogreas  in  the  14th  section  of  the  diarter,  be  su»- 
Mnded  until  ttie  bank  pays  to  the  Treasoiy  tlie  divi- 
deoda  withheld ;  and  that  ail  laws  connecting  the  Got- 
enunent  or  its  offloers  with  the  bank,  direetiy  or  in- 
directiy,  be  repealed ;  and  tliat  the  Institntion  be 
1^  hereafter  to  its  own  resources  and  means. 

Events  have  satisfied  my  mind,  and  I  tliink  the 
minds  of  the  American  people,  Uiat  the  mlsetiiei^ 
and  dangers  which  flow  from  a  National  Bank  br 
overbalance  all  its  advantages.  The  bold  effort  tiie 
present  bank  has  made  to  control  the  Government, 
tlie  distresses  h  has  wanttmly  prodoeed,  the  violence 
(rfwbiefa  itbaibeentheoocanoninoneof  onrcatieB 
filmed  for  its  observance  of  law  and  order,  are  bat 
premonitions  of  the  &te  which  awaits  the  American 
peot^e  should  they  be  deluded  into  a  perpetuation 
of  this  institution,  or  the  establishment  of  another 
like  it.  It  is  ferventiy  hoped  that,  thus  admonished, 
those  who  bars  heretofore  f&rored  the  establish- 
ment of  a  sobstitnte  for  ttie  present  ban]^  will  be 
induced  to  abandon  it,  as  it  is  evidentiy  better  to 
incur  any  inconvenience  that  may  be  reasonably 
expected,  tban  to  concentrate  the  wh<^  moneyra 
power  of  the  republic  in  aiqr  form  whatsoever,  or 
under  any  restrictions. 

HappOy  it  is  already  Bhurtraled  that  the  agency 
of  such  an  InstftntkHi  is  not  necessary  to  the  fiscal 
operations  of  the  Oovemmeat.  The  State  banks 
are  found  fully  adequate  to  the  performance  of  all 
services  which  were  required  of  the  Bank  of  the 
Unite!  States,  qnite  as  promptly,  and  with  the  same 
cheapness.  They  have  maintained  UiemselveB,  and 
^sehamd  all  these  datiea,  while  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  was  atiU  powerftal,  and  in  the  field  as 
an  open  enemy ;  and  it  is  not  possible  to  concave 
that  they  will  find  greater  ditBcuIties  in  their  opera- 
tions, when  that  enemy  shall  cease  to  exist. 

The  attention  of  Congress  is  earnestly  invited  to 
the  regulation  of  the  deposits  in  the  State  banks, 
by  law.  Although  the  power  now  exercised  by  the 
Executive  Separtment  in  this  behalf  is  wly  such  as 
was  uniformly  exerted  throuh  every  administra- 
tion, from  the  origin  of  the  Govnnment  ap  to  the 
establishment  of  the  present  bank,  yet,  it  Is  one 
which  is  susceptible  of  regulation  hj  law,  and,  there- 
fore, ought  so  to  be  regulated.  The  power  of  Con* 
gress  to  direct  In  what  places  the  Treasurer  shall 
keep  the  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  and  to  impose  re- 
strictions upon  tin  EzeentiTe  anlhori^  in  relation 
to  their  oustody  and  removal,  Is  unHmited,  and  its 
axerdse  wiU  rather  be  courted  than  diseonraged  by 
those  pobUc  officers  and  agents  on  whom  rests  the 
responcdbility  for  their  safety.  It  is  desirable  that 
as  Uttie  power  as  possible  should  be  left  to  the  Presi- 
dent Or  Secretary  of  ti>e  Treasury  over  those  ineti- 
tntiona ;  which,  being  thus  fteed  from  Executive  In- 
fluence, and  whboat  a  eommon  head  to  direot  tJieir 

r rations,  would  have  neither  the  temptation  nor 
ability  to  interfere  in  the  political  confflcts  of  the 
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Gonnti7.  Not  deriving  thrir  chartets  frnn  the  nk- 
tlonal  autiiorities,  they  would  never  have  those  lif 
ducements  to  meddle  In  iraneral  elections,  wUA 
have  led  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  ^tat* 
and  convulse  the  country  for  upwards  of  two  yean. 

The  progress  of  our  gold  coinage  is  creditable  to 
the  officers  of  the  mint,  and  promisM  In  a  short 
period  to  Aimish  the  coontiy  with  a  fonnd  and  port- 
able currency,  wtiioh  wQl  much  ffiminlah  tlie  inooo- 
venience  to  travellers  of  the  want  of  a  general  pi^er 
currency,  should  the  State  banks  be  mcapable  of 
furnishing  it.  Those  institutions  have  already  shown 
themselves  competent  to  purchase  and  fbrnish  do- 
mestic exchange  for  the  convenience  of  trade,  at 
reasonable  rates,  and  not  a  doubt  is  entertained  ttiat, 
in  a  short  period,  all  the  wants  of  the  eonntry  in 
bank  aecommod^ons  and  in  exchange  wiU  be  sup- 
plied as  promptiy  and  cheaply  as  they  have  hereto* 
fore  been  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  If  the 
several  States  shall  be  induced  gradually  to  reform 
their  banking  systems,  and  prohibit  tiie  issue  of  all 
small  notes,  we  shalL  In  a  few  years,  have  a  omreocy 
as  sound,  and  as  little  liable  to  floctuatioos,  as  any 
other  commercial  country. 

The  report  of  the  Beoretary  of  War,  togrther  with 
the  accompanying  documents  fnm  uw  sevend 
bureaux  of  that  depattmeot,  will  exhibit  the  situa- 
tion of  the  Various  objects  committed  to  its  admin- 
istration. 

No  event  baa  oocorred  since  your  last  session 
rendoiing  oeeesaary  any  morements  of  the  an^, 
iHth  the  exception  of  the  expedition  of  the  r^fanenft 
of  dragoons  Into  the  territory  of  the  wandering  and 
predatory  tribes  inhabiting  the  western  frontier, 
and  living  a^acent  to  the  Mexican  boundary.  These 
tribes  have  been  heretofore  known  to  us  principally 
by  thdr  attacks  upon  our  own  dtiaens,  and  upon 
other  Indians  entitled  to  the  protection  <^  the  United 
States.  It  became  necessary  for  the  peace  of  the 
frontiers  to  check  these  habitual  inroads,  and  I  am 
happy  to  inform  yoa  that  the  object  has  been  effected 
without  the  commisdon  of  any  act  of  hostility. 
Colonel  Dodge,  and  the  troops  under  his  command, 
have  acted  with  equal  firmness  and  humanity,  and 
an  arrangement  has  been  made  with  those  Indians, 
which  It  u  hoped  will  agtnre  their  permanent  padfio 
relations  with  the  United  States  and  the  other  tribes 
of  Indians  upon  that  l>order.  It  is  to  be  regretted 
that  the  prevalence  of  dokness  in  that  quarter  has 
deprived  the  country  of  a  number  of  valuable  lives, 
and  pnrticnUriy  that  General  Leavenworth,  an 
officer  well  known  and  esteemed  for  his  gallant  ser- 
vices during  the  late  war,  and  for  subsequent  good 
conduct,  has  follen  a  victim  to  his  xeal  and  exertions 
in  tiie  disohaige  of  his  duty. 

The  army  is  in  a  high  state  of  discipline.  Its 
moral  condition,  so  far  as  that  is  known  here,  is 
good,  and  the  various  branchea  of  the  public  service 
are  carefully  attended  to.  It  is  amply  suffioient, 
under  its  present  organisation,  for  providing  the 
neoessary  garrisoiw  for  tiie  seaboard  and  for  the 
defonce  of  the  internal  frontiei',  and  also  for  preserv- 
ing the  elements  of  military  knowledge,  and  for 
keeiung  pace  with  those  improvements  which  mod- 
em experience  is  contianaUy  making.  And  these 
objects  appear  to  me  to  embrace  all  the  legitimate 
purposes  for  which  a  permanent  military  force  should 
be  mdntalned  In  our  oonntry.  The  lemons  of  his- 
tory teach  UB  its  daj^er,  and  the  tendanoy  wUeh 
exists  to  an  increase.  This  can  be  best  met  and 
avertsd  by  a  jnat  oialioa  on  the  put  of  the  pnWo 
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Uself,  mDd  of  those  vho  represent  tbem  in  Con- 
gress. 

From  the  duties  which  derolve  on  the  En^neer 
Department,  and  upon  the  TopograpUcal  Engmeere, 
a  dU&rent  orgaoizatioit  seema  to  be  demanded  bj 
the  public  intereft,  and  I  recommend  the  Bubjeotto 
yonr  ccuddentioQ.* 

No  iaiportaDt  ehange  has^  daring  thta  aeaaon, 
taken  pupe  in  the  cwdition  fif  the  IndtaoB. 
Anangemente  are  In  progress  for  the  remOTal  of 
the  Creeks,  and  viU  soon  be  for  the  remoral  of  the 
SemiDOlea.  I  regret  that  the  Cherokeea  east  of  the 
Ifisuadpid  have  not  yet  determined  to  remove.  Hot 
long  the  personal  caosea  which  hare  Idtherto  re- 
tarded that  nltimately  ineTitable  measure,  will  con- 
tinue to  operate,  I  am  onable  to  coDjectare.  It  is 
certain,  howerer,  that  deby  will  bring  with  it  aoca- 
mnlated  evils,  which  will  render  thefa'  condition  more 
and  more  unpleasant.  The  experience  of  every 
year  adds  to  the  conviction  that  emigration,  and 
that  alone,  can  preserve  ftom  destmouon  Uw  rem- 
nant of  the  tribes  yet  living  anuniK  ns.  The  ftdlity 
with  which  the  necessaries  of  hfe  are  procured, 
and  the  treaty  stipulations  providing  aid  for  the 
emigrant  Indians  in  their  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
in  ue  important  concern  of  education,  and  their 
removal  nom  those  caosea  which  have  heretofore 
depressed  all  and  destroyed  many  oS  the  tribes,  can- 
not fidl  to  athnnlate  their  exertions  and  to  reward 
tbor  Indiatry. 

The  two  laws  passed  at  the  last  sesrion  of  Con- 
gress on  the  subject  of  Indian  aflUrs,  have  been 
carried  into  e^ct,  and  detailed  instmctiODS  for  their 
administration  have  been  given.  It  will  be  seen  by 
the  estimates  for  the  present  sesrion  that  a  great 
reduction  will  uke  pUce  in  the  expenditures  of  the 
departmntt  in  oonieqnene»  of  these  laws.  And 
there  is  reason  to  believe  that  their  operation  wiU 
be  sslntary,  and  that  the  colonization  of  the  Indians 
on  the  wMtem  frontier,  together  with  a  judicious 
system  of  admioistration,  will  still  fiirther  reduce 
the  expenses  of  this  branch  of  the  pnbUe  service, 
and  at  the  same  ^tlme  promote  its  laafalncaB  and 
eflUeney. 

Circumstances  have  been  recently  developed, 
lltowing  the  existence  of  extensive  frauds  under  the 
various  laws  granting  pensions  and  gratoities  for 
revolutionary  services.  It  is  impoesibTe  to  estimate 
the  amount  which  may  have  been  thus  fraudulendy 
obtained  from  tiie  Kati<mal  Treasury.  I  am  satis- 
fled,  however,  it  has  twen  suchasto  justify  are-ez- 
amination  ttf  the  system,  and  the  adoption  of  the 
necessary  checks  in  its  administration.  All  will 
agree,  that  tiie  services  and  sufferings  of  the  remnant 
of  our  revolutionary  band  should  be  fidly  compen- 
sated. But  while  this  is  done,  every  proper  pre- 
caution ^uld  be  taken  to  prevent  the  admission 
of  fabricated  and  fraudulent  cl^ms.  In  the  present 
mode  of  proceeding,  the  attestations  and  eernfloates 
of  the  judicial  officers  of  the  various  States,  form  a 
eonaiderable  portion  of  the  checks  which  are  inter- 

Eosed  against  the  commission  of  frauds.  These, 
owever,  have  been,  and  may  be,  fabricated,  and 
in  such  a  way  as  to  elude  detection  at  the  examio- 
Ing  offices.  And  ind^ndentiy  of  this  practical 
difficulty,  It  is  ascertdned  that  these  docnmenta  are 
often  loosdy  granted;  sometimes  even  blank  cer- 
tiflcateB  have  been  issued;  sometimes  prepwed 
pqwra  have  been  rigned  without  inquiry ;  and,  in 
one  instance  at  least,  the  seal  of  the  court  has  been 
wKhln  reseh  of  a  pmon  most  interested  Initslm- 
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proper  appBoation.  It  is  obvioas  that,  under  tneh 
circumstances,  no  severity  of  kdmlnlstratioB  can 
check  the  abuse  of  the  law;  and  InfbrmatiOD  has, 
from  timb  to  time,  been  communicated  to  the  Pen- 
sion Office,  questioning  or  denying  the  right  of  per- 
sons ptaoed  npon  the  peuatm  nst,  to  the  boon^  of 
the  country.  Booh  cautions  are  always  attended 
to,  and  examined.  But  a  br  more  general  invesfi* 
gation  is  called  for.  And  I  therefore  recommend, 
in  conformity  with  the  suggestion  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  that  an  actual  Inspection  should  be  made, 
in  each  State,  Into  the  dreumstances  and  claims  of 
every  person  now  drawing  a  pentjon.  The  honest 
veteran  has  nothing  to  fear  from  such  a  scrutiny, 
while  the  fraudulent  claimant  wHl  be  detected,  and 
the  public  treasury  rdieved  to  an  amount,  I  have 
reason  to  believe,  far  greater  than  has  heretofbre 
been  suspected.  The  details  of  such  a  plan  could 
be  so  regulated  as  to  interpose  the  necesary  checks, 
without  any  burdensome  operation  npon  the  peiH 
doners.   The  ottject  should  be  twofold ; 

1.  To  took  into  the  <mginal  justice  of  the  ehduL 
so  fiv  as  this  can  be  done  nnder  a  proper  syston  ofr 
regulations,  by  an  examination  of  the  claimants 
themselves,  and  by  inquiring,  in  the  vlonity  of  their 
residence,  into  thw  history,  and  into  the  0[nnion 
entertained  of  thur  revolutionary  services. 

2.  To  ascertain,  in  all  oases,  whether  the  oririnal 
dafanant  Is  Ufing,  and  this  by  aetnal  persmiBi  in- 
epection. 

This  measure  iriU,  if  adopted,  be  productive,  I 
tUnk,  of  the  desired  results,  and  I  therefore  reonn- 
mend  it  to  yonr  condderation,  with  the  flirtlier  sug- 
gestion, that  all  payments  should  be  suspended  w 
the  necessary  reports  are  reodved. 

It  win  been,  by  a  tabular  statement  annexed  to 
the  documents  transmitted  to  Congress,  that  the 
appropriations  for  otgeeta  connected  with  the  War 
Department,  made  at  the  last  session,  fbr  the  ser- 
vice of  tiie  year  1BS4,  exduding  the  peimanent  ap* 
propriation  for  the  payment  of  military  gratuities 
under  the  act  of  June  7,  1882,  the  appropriation  of 
two  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  annuig  and  eqi^ 
■ping  the  mOitia,  and  the  appropriation  of  ten  thou- 
sand  dollars  for  the  civilization  of  the  Indians,  whidt 
are  not  annually  renewed,  amounted  to  the  turn  <^ 
dfaae  million  three  thousand  two  hundred  and  dxty- 
one  didlars,  and  that  tiie  estimates  of  appropriations 
necessary  for  the  same  branch  of  service,  for  the 
year  168ff,  amount  to  the  sum  of  five  million  seven 
hundred  and  sevanty-dgbt  tiiousand  nine  hundred 
and  sixty-four  doUars,  malting  a  ^Arence  in  the 
appropriations  of  the  current  year  over  the  estimates 
of  appropriations  for  the  next,  of  three  million  two 
hundred  and  twenty-four  thousand  two  hnndnd 
and  ninety-seven  doUars. 

The  prindpal  causes  which  have  operated  at  this 
time  to  produce  this  great  difference,  are  shown  in 
the  repwts  and  docmnents,  and  hi  the  detailed  esti- 
mates.  Some  of  these  causes  are  aoddental  and 
temporary,  while  others  are  permanent,  and,  dded 
by  a  Jnst  coarse  of  administration,  may  continue  to 
operate  beaefldaily  upon  the  puldic  expenditures. 

A  just  eomiomy,  expenduig  where  this  public  ser- 
vice requiree,  and  withholding  where  it  does  not.  Is 
among  the  Indispensable  duties  of  the  Government. 

I  refer  yon  to  the  aoeompanying  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  to  the  dooumonts  witii 
it,  for  a  flill  view  of  the  operations  of  that  import- 
ant branch  of  our  service,  daring  ibt  present  year. 
It  wm  be  seen  that  the  wisdom  mid  HberaBtjr  with 
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which.  Oongreafl  have  prorided  for  the  gradiul  in< 

creue  of  out  tultj  material,  hxre  been  seoonded  hj 
a  corrwpon^g  zeal  and  fidelity  on  tbe  part  of  those 
to  whom  has  beea  confided  the  execution  of  tiie  lawa 
on  the  subjeot,  and  that  but  a  short  period  would 
DOW  be  required  to  put  In  commusion  a  foroe  lai^e 
enonxfa  fiw  any  eiigeney  Into  wUoh  the  com^ 
B»De  thrown. 

When  we  reflect  open  our  poddon  fai  relation  to 
other  nationa,  it  must  be  apparent  that,  in  the  event 
of  conflicts  with  them,  we  must  looh  diiefly  to  oar 
navy  for  the  protection  of  our  national  rights.  The 
wide  seas  which  separate  as  from  other  CktTem- 
menta,  most  of  neoority  be  the  theatre  on  which 
an  enemy  wUl  aim  to  aasaO  as,  and,  onleaa  we  are 
pqwredto  meet  him  on  this  element,  we  cannot 
IM  said  to  powew  lha  power  reqidaite  to  repel  or 
prevent  aggresrions.  we  cannot,  therefore,  watch 
with  too  much  attention  this  arm  of  onr  defence,  or 
eheriah  with  too  much  care  the  means  by  which  it 
can  posBOBo  tbe  necessary  effideney  and  extendoo. 
To  Ous  end  onr  policy  has  been  heretofore  wisdy 
Erected  to  the  constant  employment  of  a  force 
Bofficient  to  guard  our  commerce,  and  to  the  nqud 
accumulation  of  the  materials,  which  are  neceasary 
to  repair  our  veesels,  and  construct  with  ease  suoh 
new  ones  as  may  be  required  in  a  state  of  war. 

la  aooordauca  with  this  polloy,  I  recommend  to 
your  consideration  ,tbe  ereodon  of  Um  adtUtional 
dry  dock  described  by  the  Seoratary  of  the  Navy, 
and  also  the  constmction  of  the  steam  batteries  to 
which  he  has  referred,  for  tbe  pmpoae  of  teatiDg 
their  effidenoy  as  anxillariea  to  the  system  of  de- 
fence now  in  use. 

The  Twort  of  the  Postmaster  General,  herewith 
nbmittei^  ezhitdts  the  condition  and  prospects  of 
that  department.  Krom  that  doonment,  it  appears 
that  there  was  a  deficit  in  tin  fimds  of  the  depart- 
ment,  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  year, 
beyond  its  arailable  means,  of  three  hundred  and 
fifteen  thousand  fire  hundred  and  ninety-nine 
dollars  and  ninety-eight  cents,  which,  on  the  lat  of 
July  last,  had  been  reduced  to  two  hundred  and 
slxty-dgnt  thousand  and  ninety>two  dtdlara  and 
aerenty-foor  cents.  It  i^arSf  also,  tiiat  tbe  tbto* 
Does  for  the  coming  year  will  exceed  the  expendi- 
ture 9  about  two  hundred  and  seventy  thoosand 
dollars,  which,  with  the  exceaa  of  revenue  which 
will  result  from  the  operations  of  the  current  half 
year,  may  lie  expected,  independently  of  any  in- 
crease in  the  gross  amoont  of  postages,  to  supply 
tbe  en^  deficit  befbre  the  end  of  188S.  Bat  aa 
this  calculation  Is  based  on  tbe  gross  amount  of 
postages  which  bad  accmed  within  the  period  em- 
braced by  the  times  of  striking  the  balances,  it  is 
obvious  ttiat,  without  a  progreBsive  increase  in  the 
amount  of  postages,  the  existiog  retrenchments 
mnst  be  penerered  in  throng  the  year  1886,  that 
the  department  may  accumulate  a  suirdaB  fhnd 
■nffident  to  place  it  in  a  condition  of  perfect  ease. 

It  win  be  obserred  that  the  revenues  of  the  Post 
Office  Department,  though  they  have  increased,  and 
tiieir  amount  is  above  that  of  any  former  year,  have 
yet  &Ilen  short  of  the  estimates  more  than  a  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars.  This  is  attributed,  in  a 
great  degree,  to  the  increase  of  free  letters  growing 
out  of  tbe  extenrion  and  abuse  of  the  franking  priv- 
ilege. There  has  been  a  gradual  increase  m  the 
number  of  execuUve  officers  to  which  it  has  been 
granted;  and,  by  an  act  passed  in  March,  18SS, 
it  was  extended  to  members  of  Congress  throughout 
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the  wlude  year.  Jt  Is  bdieved  that  a  reviiBOB  of 
the  laws  rdative  to  the  franUng  privilege,  with 
some  enactments  to  enforce  more  rigidly  tiie  re- 
striction under  which  it  is  granted,  would  operate 
beneficially  to  the  country,  by  enabling  the  depart- 
ment, at  an  eariier  period,  to  restore  the  maU  fa- 
ellitlM  that  han  been  withdrawn,  and  to  ozteDd 
:  them  more  widely  aa  tbe  growing  s^Uaraenta  of  tha 
country  may  reqtdre. 

To  a  measure  so  important  to  the  Government, 
and  BO  just  to  our  conititoenta,  who  ask  no  exclu* 
tivB  privileges  for  themselves,  and  are  not  willing 
to  concede  them  to  otitera,  I  earnestly  recommend 
the  serious  attentaon  nS  OongreBS. 

The  importsnee  of  the  Post  Office  DepartmeiiW 
and  the  magnitude  to  which  it  has  grown,  both  ia 
Ha  revenues  and  in  its  operations,  seem  to  doumd 
its  reoi^fanization  by  law.  Tbe  whole  of  its  receipts 
and  disburBententa  have  hitherto  been  left  entirely 
toExeoBti.vecontr<dandindifidaaldisoretioD.  Tho 
prindple  Is  as  aouid  In  relation  to  this  aa  to  aiur 
other  department  of  the  Government,  that  as  little 
discretion  abould  be  confided  to  the  exooutive  offi- 
cer who  controls  it,  as  Is  compatible  with  Its  effi- 
ciency. It  is  therefore  eameatiy  recommended  that 
it  be  oiganized  with  an  Auditor  and  Treasurer  of 
its  own,  appcnnted  by  the  Preudent  and  Senate, 
who  diall  be  Inanchea  of  the  Treasury  Department. 

Tour  attention  Is  again  respectfblly  invited  to 
tho  defects  which  exists  In-  the  judidal  system  of 
tbe  ITiJted  States.  Nothing  can  be  more  desirable 
than  tbe  uniform  operation  of  the  Federal  Judiciary 
throughont  the  several  States,  all  of  which,  standing 
on  tbe  same  footing  as  members  of  the  Union,  have 
equal  rights  to  tbe  advantages  and  benefits  result- 
ing from  its  laws.  This  oqect  ia  not  attained  by 
the  judicial  acts  now  in  force,  because  they  leave 
one-foorth  of  the  States  without  drcuit  courts. 

It  is  undoubtedly  the  duty  of  Congress  to  place 
all  the  States  on  the  same  footing  in  this  respect, 
either  by  the  creation  of  an  additional  number  of 
associate  judges,  or  by  an  enla^ment  of  the  circuits 
assigned  to  those  ah«ady  appointed,  so  as  to  include 
tha  new  States.  Whatever  may  be  the /  difficulty 
in  a  proper  organization  of  the  Judicial  system,  so 
as  to  secure  Its  efficiency  and  uniformity  in  all  parts 
of  the  Union,  and  at  the  same  time  to  avoid  such 
an  increase  of  judges  as  would  encumber  the  su- 
preme appellate  tribunal,  it  should  not  be  allowed 
to  wdgik  against  the  great  ii^ustico  which  the 
preaent  operation  of  the  system  prodnoes. 

I  trust  that  I  may  be  also  pardtmed  for  renawing 
the  recommendation  I  have  so  often  submitted  to 
your  attention,  in  regard  to  the  mode  of  electing 
the  President  and  Vice  Preddeot  of  the  United 
States.  All  the  reflection  I  have  been  able  to 
bestow  upon  the  subject  increases  my  oonviotion 
that  the  best  interests  ct  the  country  will  be  pro- 
moted by  the  adoption  of  some  plan  wUch  will 
secure,  in  all  contix^gendea,  that  important  right  of 
sovereiznty  to  the  direct  conbrol  of  the  peoi^e. 
Could  this  be  attained,  and  the  terms  of  those  offi- 
cers be  limited  to  a  ringle  period  of  either  four  or 
aiz  years,  I  think  our  liberties  would  possess  an 
additional  safeguard. 

At  your  last  sesdoo  I  oalled  the  attention  of 
Congress  to  the  destruction  of  the  pnblio  building 
occupied  by  the  Treasury  Department.  Aa  the 
public  interest  requires  that  another  building  should 
be  erected,  with  as  littie  delay  as  poasibJe,  it  u 
hoped  that  the  means  will  be  Bessonably  providedt 
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and  that  they  wiD  be  arai^e  enough  to  authorize 
aneh  an  enlaq|[eoient  and  improrement  in  the  plan 
«f  the  bnOdhic  aa  wiB  more  eflbetnaUf  aecmuBodate 
tiie  pqblic  oflketa,  and  aeenre  tiw  pabBa  docnwenta 
drooaited  in  it  from  the  camaltiea  of  fire. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  aatiafy  myaelf  that  the 
bill  entitled  "  An  aet  to  improve  the  narigation  of 
the  Wabash  Biver,"  which  was  eeut  to  me  at  the 
doae  id  your  last  aearion,  ought  to  pau,  and  I  haTe, 
dwrafno,  irithhrid  frrai  it  my  amoral,  and  now 
rrtnrn  it  to  the  Soiate,  the  body  m  wUeh  it  origi- 
uated. 

There  can  be  no  qnestion  connected  with  the  ad- 
ministration of  pablic  aflaira,  more  hnportant  or 
more  difBcolt  to  be  satisfsctorily  dealt  with,  than 
that  which  relates  to  the  rightfol  aatboritj  and 
proper  action  of  the  Federal  Government  apon  the 
Bobject  of  internal  improTements.  To  inherent 
embarrasnnenta  hare  been  added  others  resulting 
from  the  coarse  of  oor  legislation  concerning  it. 

I  hare  heretofore  commonicated  fredj  with 
Congress  opon-tUs  so^ject;  and,  in  adrerting  to  it 
again,  I  cannot  refrain  from  expresong  my  in- 
(neased  ooafietioa  of  its  extreme  importance,  as 
well  in  regard  to  its  iMariiig  upon  the  maintenance 
d  the  coostitutiMi,  and  the  prudent  management 
of  the  poUic  rerenne,  as  <m  account  of  its  cutub- 
ingeflect  upon  the  bumony  of  the  TTuion. 

we  are  in  no  danger  from  violations  of  the  con- 
atitntioa  by  which  eacroachments  are  made  upon 
the  pereoDal  righta  of  the  citizen.  The  sentence 
of  condemnation  long  since  pronounced  by  the 
American  people  vpmt  acts  of  that  ehuacter,  irill, 
I  donbt  not,  oontinne  to  prove  as  aalntary  in  its 
effects  as  it  is  Irrever^ble  in  ita  nature.  But  against 
the  dangers  of  nnoonstitutional  acta  which,  instead 
of  menacing  the  vengeance  of  offended  authority, 
profl^r  locu  advantages,  and  bring  in  their  train 
the  patronage  of  the  Government,  we  are,  I  fear, 
not  so  safe.  To  suppose  that  because  our  Govern- 
ment has  been  Instltnted  for  the  benefit  of  tiie 
people,  it  must  therefore  have  the  power  to  do 
whatever  may  seem  to  conduce  to  the  public  good, 
is  an  error,  into  which  even  honest  minds  are  too 
apt  to  fall.  In  yielding  themselves  to  tltis  fallacy, 
they  overlook  the  great  considerations  in  which 
the  Federal  Gonstitinion  was-fbnnded.  Tb^  forget 
tiiat,  in  consequesiee  of  the  eonoeded  dlvenitiee  in 
the  interest  and  eonitttion  of  the  different  States, 
H  was  forenen,  at  the  period  of  its  adoption, 
that  although  a  particular  measure  of  the  Govern- 
ment might  Iw  beneficial  and  proper  in  one  State, 
it  might  be  the  reverse  in  anottwr— that  it  was  for 
tUs  reason  the  Statea  would  not  oonsent  to  mi^e  a 
grant  to  the  Federal  Government  of  the  general 
and  osnal  powers  of  Government,  but  of  sucn  only 
as  were  specifically  enomerated,  and  the  probable 
•flbots  of  which  they  could,  as  they  thought,  safely 
anticipate;  and  they  forget  also  tiie  paramount 
obligation  upon  all  to  abide  by  the  compact,  then 
so  solemnly,  and,  as  it  was  hojKid,  so  firmly  estab- 
lished. In  addition  to  the  dangers  to  the  conati- 
tntion,  springing  from  the  sources  I  have  stated, 
there  has  been  one  which  was  perhaps  greater  than 
all.  I  allude  to  the  materials  which  this  sui^ect 
has  afforded  for  tinister  appeals  to  selfish  feelings, 
and  the  opinion  heretofore  so  extensively  enter- 
t^ed  of  its  adaptation  to  the  purposes  of  personal 
ambition.  With  such  stimulants  it  is  not  surptising 
that  the  aeti  and  {Mtendonsof  theFederal  Govuv* 
meat  In  this  behalf  should  sometimes  have  been 


carried  to  an  alarming  extent.  The  questions  which 
have  arisen  upon  this  snlgect  have  related- 
lot.  To  the  power  <tfinaUng  inlemal  fmprore- 
menta  wiOiin  the  limits  of  a  State,  with  the  right 
of  territorial  jurisdiction,  snSoient  at  least  for  their 
preservation  and  use. 

2d.  To  the  right  of  appropriating  money  in  aid 
of  snch  works  when  carried  on  by  a  State,  or  by  a 
company  in  virtue  of  State  authority,  auzrendering 
the  claim  of  joiisdictim ;  and 

Sd.  To  the  propriety  of  ^qiropriationfl  tat  im- 
novements  of  a  particular  dus,  via. :  for  light- 
houses, beacons,  bnoyi,  pnl^  wd  for  tba 
removal  of  sand-bara,  aawyera,  and  other  tempo> 
rary  and  .partial  impedimanta  in  our  navigule 
rivers  and  harbors. 

The  claims  of  power  for  the  General  Govern- 
ment upon  each  of  these  polnta  certainly  present 
matter  of  the  deepest  interest.  The  first  is,  bow- 
ever,  of  much  the  greatest  importance,  inasmuch 
as,  in  addition  to  the  dangers  of  unequal  and  im- 
prorident  expenditures  of  public  moneys,  common 
to  aQ,' there  is  superadded  to  that  the  conflicting 
jurisdictions  of  the  respective  Governments.  Feder- 
al juriadiction,  at  least  to  the  extent  I  have  stated, 
fall  been  Jost^  r^pvded  by  its  advocates  as  necea- 
•arily  ai^nrtraant  to  the  power  bi  qoestion,  if  tiitt 
exists  by  the  constitution.  That  the  most  ii^urions 
conflicts  would  unavoidably  arise  between  the 
respective  jurisdictions  of  the  State  and  Federal 
Governments,  in  the  absence  of  a  constitotional 
provision  meriting  out  the  respective  boundaries 
cannot  be  doubted.  The  local  advantages  to  be 
obtained  would  Induce  the  States  to  orenook,  in 
the  beginning,  the  dangers  and  dlfficnltiea  to  wUeh 
they  mwht  ultimauiy  be  exposed.  The  powers 
exercised  by  the  Federal  Government  would  soon 
be  regarded  with  jealousy  by  the  State  authorities, 
and,  origmating  as  they  must  from  imi^ication  or 
asBomption,  it  would  be  impoBsible  to  affix  to  them 
certain  and  safo  limits.  Opportunities  and  tempta- 
tions to  the  assumption  of  power  Incompatible  with 
State  sovereignty  would  be  increased,  and  those 
barriers  which  resist  the  tendency  of  our  system 
towards  consolidation  greatly  weakened.  The 
officers  and  agents  of  the  deneral  Government 
might  not  always  have  the  ffiseretion  to  abstain 
from  intermeddling  with  State  eonoems;  and  if 
they  did,  they  would  not  always  escape  the  aospSr 
don  of  having  done  so.  Collisions  and  consequent 
irritations  would  spring  up ;  that  harmony  which 
should  ever  exist  between  the  General  Government 
and  each  member  of  the  confederacy,  would  be  fre* 
qnentiy  intermpted ;  a  sidrit  oC  contention  would 
be  engendered,  and  the  dangers  of  disunion  greatly 
multiped. 

Tet  we  all  know  that,  notwitiistaoifing  these  grave 
otyections,  this  dangerous  doctrine  was  at  one  time 
S{>parentiy  proceeding  to  its  final  establishment  with 
fearful  rapidity.  The  desire  to  embark  the  Federal 
Government  in  worics  of  internal  improvement,  pre- 
vailed, in  ttte  highest  d^ree,  during  the  first  session 
of  the  first  Congress  that  I  had  the  honor  to  meet  in 
my  present  utuotioo.  When  the  bill  authoriang  a 
subscription  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  for 
stock  in  the  Haysrille  and  Lexington  Tumjuke  Com- 
pany, passed  the  two  Houses,  there  hod  been  report- 
ed, by  the  Committees  on  Internal  ImfHttrement^ 
bills  containing  apprtHwiations  for  such  d^ectL  in* 
dnaive  of  those  fat  the  Cumberland  road,  and  for 
harfoora  and  Ught^usee,  to  the  amount  of  about  ooa 
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hundred  and  six  mllUona  of  dollan.  In  this  amonnt 
-WIS  indnded  autbori^  to  the  Secretai^  of  the  Treas- 
017  to  snbsoribe  tor  tiie  atodc  different  oompaoies 
to  a  great  extent,  and  the  realdoe  wai  principally  for 
the  direct  GonstnicUon  of  roads  by  this  OoTentment. 
In  addition  to  these  projects,  which  bad  been  pre- 
sented to  the  two  Houses  nnder  the  sanction  and  re- 
commendation of  their  respective  CommltteeB  on 
Litenial  Improvements,  there  were  thai  still  poidlng 
b^bre  the  committees,  and  in  memoriab  preaented, 
bat  not  reared,  different  projects  fbr  woifca  of  a 
almCtar  character,  the  expense  of  wUch  cannot  be 
ogtirnn*^  irith  Certainty,  but  mnst  have  exceeded 
one  hundred  millions  of  dotlan. 

Regarding  the  bill  authorlnng  a  subscription  to 
the  Btoc^  of  the  Ma^rille  and  Lexii^gfbni  Tomiuke 
OoD^any  as  the  entoring  of  a  agntem,  wUdi, 
however  weak  at  first,  midit  soon  become  Btrong 
enough  to  rive  the  bands  01  the  Union  asunder,  ana 
believing  th^  if  its  passage  was  acquiesced  In  by 
the  Executive  and  the  peojue,  there  would  no  longer ' 
be  any  limitation  upon  the  authority  of  the  Gen^vl 
Government  in  respect  to  the  appropriation  of  money 
fbr  Bodi  olfjeeta,  I  deemed  itan  linpaatiTe  dn^  to . 
w{tUu>ld  from  it  the  Executive  aipptiwA  Altbon^ 
from  the  obviously  local  character  of  that  work,  I 
might  well  have  contented  mysdf  with  a  refusal  to 

S prove  Qie  bill  upon  that  ground,  yet,  sen^ble  of 
e  vital  importance  of  the  subject,  and  anxious  that 
my  views  and  opinions  in  regard  to  the  whole  matter 
should  be  fully  understood  by  Congress,  and  by  my 
constitoentB,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  ^  further.  I 
therefim  embraced  that  eariy  occasion  to  apprise 
Congress  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  constitution  did 
not  confer  upon  It  uie  power  to  antiiorize  the  con- 
Btruction  of  ordinary  roads  and  canals  within  the 
limits  of  a  State,  and  to  say,  respectfully,  that  no  bill 
admitting  such  a  power  could  receive  my  official 
sanction.  I  did  so  in  the  confident  expectation  that 
the  speedy  settlement  of  the  public  mind  upon  the 
whde  sal^  wDold  be  greaflyfcdUtated  by  the  dif- 
ference between  the  two  Houses  and  myself,  and  that 
the  harmonious  action  of  the  several  departments  of 
the  Federal  Oovemment  in  i^;ard  to  it  would  be 
ultimately  secured. 

So  far  at  least  as  it  regards  this  branch  of  the  snb- 
Jeot^mj  best  hopes  have  bemrealtied.  Neariyfbnr 
jean  haTe  elapsed,  and  several  Msriou  of  Conness 
ure  intervened,  and  no  attempt,  witlun  my  recolleo- 
tion,  baa  been  made  to  induce  Congress  to  exercise 
tbia  power.  The  applications  for  the  oonstructioD 
of  roods  and  canals,  which  were  formeriy  multiplied 
vpon  your  files,  are  no  longer  presented ;  and  we 
Ban  good  rNSCBt  to  infer  {bmX  the  current  of  public 
•en^ment  has  become  bo  decided  against  the  preten- 
aion  as  effectually  to  discourage  its  re-assertion.  So 
tUnUnc,  I  derive  the  greatest  satiafiiction  from  the 
conviction  that  thns  much  at  least  has  been  secmred 
QpoQ  this  important  and  embanrnsslng  sut^ect 

From  attempts  to  appropriate  tiie  national  funds  to 
otjects  which  are  oonfeasedly  of  a  lo<xl  character,  we 
cannot,  I  trust,  have  any  thing  further  to  apprehend. 
My  views  in  regard  to  the  expediency  of  making  ap- 
pnn»iationa  for  woriiB  vtdch  are  clumed  to  be  of  a 
national  character,  and  prosecuted  under  State  au- 
thority, aesummg  that  Congress  have  the  right  to  do 
so,  were  stated  in  my  annual  Uesaage  to  Congress  in 
1880,  and  also  hi  uat  oontaiaiDg  my  ot^eotiMU  to 
the  KnsTllle  Boad  MIL 

Bo  tiborou^i^  oonvinoed  am  I  that  no  aoeh  ap|ito- 
priatiooB  onpit  to  be  made  bj  CoogKMh  mdil  n  salt 


able  constitutional  provialtHi  is  made  upon  the  sub- 
ect,  and  so  essen^  do  I  r^ard  tiie  point  to  the 
i^uet  interests  of  our  coun&y,  that  I  could  not 
confer  myself  as  (Uschaiging  my  duty  to  my  eoth 
stituents  in  giving  the  Executive  sanction  to  any  bill 
containing  such  an  appropriation,  if  the  peo[de  of 
the  United  States  deure  tiiat  the  public  Treasu^ 
shall  be  resorted  to  for  the  means  to  prosecute  soch 
woi^s,  they  will  ooocnr  in  an  amendment  of  the  ca^ 
stitntion,  preseriUng  &  rule  by  iriddi  the  national 
character  of  the  wens  is  to  he  tested,  and  by  which 
the  greatest  practkaUe  ecpiallty  of  benefits  may  be 
secured  to  each  member  of  the  confederacy.  The 
effects  of  such  a  regulation  would  be  most  salutary 
in  preventing  unprofitable  expenditures,  in  securing 
our  l^islation  from  the  pernicious  eraiseiioenoes  ra 
a  scramble  for  the  fmua  of  Govenmtent,  and  hi  re- 
pressing the  spuit  disctmtent  nHeh  must  fn«ritB> 
bly  arise  from  an  unequal  distribution  of  treasures 
which  belong  aUke  to  all. 

There  Is  another  class  of  appropriations  for  what 
may  be  called,  without  impropriety,  internal  im> 
provementB,  which .  have  alwajn  been  regarded  as 
standing  npon  (Uflbrent  groondB  from  those  to  which 
I  hare  refferred.  I  allnae  to  anoh  aa  have  for  thcdr 
object  the  improTement  of  our  harbors,  the  re- 
moval of  partial  and  temporary  obstructions  in  our 
navigable  rivers,  for  the  facility  and  security  of  our 
foreign  commerce.  The  grounds  upon  which  I  dis- 
tioguiahed  ainiropriationB  of  this  character  from 
others  have  uready  been  stated  to  Congress.  I 
will  now  only  add  uiat  at  the  first  session  of  Con- 
gress under  the  new  constitution,  it  was  provided, 
by  law,  that  all  expenses  which  should  accrue  from 
and  after  the  ISth  day  of  August,  1789,  in  the  ne- 
cessary support,  and  maintenance,  and  repairs  of 
all  light-bouses,  beacons,  buoys,  and  public  i^ers, 
erected,  idaoed,  or  sunk,  before  the  passage  of  the 
act,  witmn  any  bay.  Inlet,  harbor,  or  port  of  the 
United  States,  for  rendering  the  navigation  theret^ 
easy  and  safe,  should  be  d^ayed  out  of  the  Treas- 
ory  of  the  United  States;  and,  further,  that  it 
should  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  tiie  Treaa- 
nry  to  provide,  by  contracts,  with  toe  approbation 
of  the  President,  for  rebuilding,  when  necessary, 
and  keeping  In  good  repair  the  light-houses,  bea- 
cons,  buoys,  and  public  ^rs,  hi  the  aeverfl  StMe, 
and  for  f^inushii^  them  with  supplies.  Appronia- 
tiooB  for  similar  objects  have  been  continned  from 
that  time  to  the  present,  without  Interruption  or 
^spute.  As  a  natural  consequence  of  the  Increase 
and  extennon  of  our  foreign  commerce,  ports  cS 
entry  and  delivery  have  been  multifdied  and  estab- 
lished, not  only  open  our  Bsaboard,  bat  In  the  hb- 
terior  of  the  country,  upon  oat  hdtea  and  navigable 
rivers.  The  convenience  and  safety  of  this  com- 
merce have  led  to  the  gradual  extension  of  those 
expenditures ;  to  the  erection  of  Bght-housee ;  the 
I^adng,  planting,  and  rinking  of  buoys,  bacons, 
and  piers,  and  to  the  removal  of  par^  and  tem- 
porary obatmcUons  in  our  navigable  rivers,  and  in 
the  harbors  npon  our  great  lakes,  as  well  as  on  the 
seaboard.  Although  I  have  exiKessed  to  Congresa 
my  ap|H«hcn^on  that  these  expenditures  nave 
sometimes  been  extravagant,  and  disjnuportionate 
to  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  them,  I  have 
not  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  reflise  my  assent  to  bills 
containinr  them,  and  hare  contented  myself  to  fbt 
low,  In  tua  respect,  in  the  fbostepa  frf  all  my  pr^ 
decesson.  SeiudMe,hoireTer,  from  experienee  and 
obeervaUon,  of  the  great  abnaw  to  wnbdi  themiP 
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KStrioted  exenam  of  this  uttbotity  of  Congren 
ma  expoeed,  I  h&ve  prescribed  a  UmiteUoQ  for  the 

StTemmeot  of  mj  own  condnot,  bj  wMch  expen- 
(ur«8  of  this  character  are  conflned  to  places  be- 
low the  porta  of  entry  or  delirerf  established  by 
hw.  I  am  very  senrible  that  this  restriction  is  not 
u  satisfiwtory  u  oould  be  dedred,  and  that  taaoh 
•mbamMiiiMit  may  b«  caoaed  to  the  Execative  De- 
partment In  its  exeotttion,  by  anmpriatlou  fiw  re- 
aote,  And  not  well  nndentood  <ri^eot8.  But  as 
neither  my  own  refleoUws,  nor  the  l^hts  which  X 
may  properly  derive  from  other  sources,  have  snp- 
T^ed  me  with  a  iMtter,  I  shall  continue  to  apply  my 
best  exertions  to  a  Ddthful  ap^dlcation  of  the  rule 
npoa  which  it  is  founded.  I  sincerely  regret  that 
I  could  not  give  my  assent  to  the  bill  entitled  "  An 
act  to  improTe  the  saTigaticm  of  the  Wabash  River 
but  I  could  not  have  done  so  without  receding  from 
the  ground  which  I  have,  upon  the  fullest  consider- 
ation, taken  upon  this  sul^eot,  and  of  which  Con- 
gress has  been  heretofore  apprised,  and  without 
throwing  the  subject  again  open  to  abuses  which 
no  good  citizen,  entertaining  my  opinions,  could 
desuv. 

I  rely  upon  the  IntalUgeDoa  and  oandor  of  my 
felLow-citisens,  in  whose  uberal  indulgence  I  have 
already  so  largely  partidpated,  for  a  correct  appre- 
ciation of  my  motives  in  interposing,  ng  I  have  done, 
on  tUs,  and  other  oocadons,  checks  to  a  coarse  of 
Iraialation  which,  without,  in  the  digbtest  degree, 
ewling  In  qnestion  the  motires  of  otners,  I  e^std- 
er  at  sanctioning  improper  and  nneonsUtntlimal  ex- 
penditures of  pnblio  treasure. 

I  am  not  hostile  to  internal  improvements,  and 
wish  to  see  them  extended  to  every  part  of  the 
CO  on  try.  But  I  am  fully  persuaded,  if  Uiey  are  not 
commenced  in  a  proper  ounner,  confined  to  prop- 
er otjects,  and  otmdaoted  under  an  anthority  gen- 
eraUy  conceded  to  be  rigbtf\il,  that  a  ■noeCBsflil 
prosecution  of  them  cannot  I>e  reasonably  expeG^ 
od.  The  attempt  will  meet  with  re^tanoe,  where 
it  ml^t  otherwise  receive  support,  and,  instead  of 
strengthening  the  bonds  of  our  confederacy,  it  wiQ 
<mly  multiply  and  i^gravate  the  oaoses  of  disunion. 

AKDionir  JACEscnr. 

DnntBiB  1, 1884. 

On  motimi  nS  ICr.  Wmn  fi,000  extra  copies 
of  die  ICeesage,  and  1,500  oS  the  aooonnMiiyiiig 
doonmenta,  were  ordered  to  be  piintea  fbr  the 
ue    the  Senate. 


Wdkhut,  Deoonber  8. 

"Mr.  Bbowit,  of  SotOi  Oan^na;  Ur.  Toh- 
umoN,  of  Oonneotiont;  and  Kr.  wkiqux,  of 
Kaine,  attended  to-daj. 

The  Ghjob  oommonioated  the  annual  report 
4^  the  SMTetary  of  the  IVeaaory  on  the  state 
of  the  finanoes;  Thioh,  vithont  reading,  was, 
iriUi  thfl  aoom^ai^ing  doottmenta,  ord^«d  to 
be  printed. 


TmrBBDAT,  Deoember  4. 

Hr.  LnoH,  of  Yir^pnia,  attended  to-day. 
The  folloinng  Measage  was  reodved  fromttte 
Prarident  of  the  United  Statei : 


[Deoeubeb,  1834. 

MesMffe  from  the  JPresiderU — Letter  from  Mr. 
George  WaehingUni  Lafayette — Copy  of  the 
DedaraHon  iff  Ind^endeace  /rm  Omsral 
Lc^fayeUe. 

To  the  Bmate  of  the  United  Statei : 

J  transmit  to  Congrev  a  eommmucation  addressed 
to  me,  by  Hr.  Qemge  WaaUngtMi  Lafoyette,  aconn- 
panying  a  copy  ^  ue  Dedantioo  of  Independence, 
engraved  on  copper,  which  lua  iUustrious  fattier  be- 
queathed to  Congress,  to  be  placed  in  thdr  library, 
as  a  last  tribute  0[  reqKCt,  patrioUo  love,  and  aflec- 
tion  for  his  adopted  country. 

I  have  a  mournful  satisfaction  in  transmitting  this 
predons  bequest  of  that  great  and  good  man,  who^ 
through  a  loog  life,  under  many  ricisdtudes,  and  in 
both  nendq^ieres,  sustained  the  principles  of  civil 
liberty  asMrted  In  that  monmable  declaration,  aui 
who,  from  his  youth  to  the  last  moment  o£  hla  liib, 
cherished  for  oor  betored  country  the  most  generous 
^tachment. 

ANDREW  JAOKSOH. 

J)eeember  4,  1884. 

ITha  letter  uufoswl  •»  the  o&om.] 

Pabis,  June  18,  1884. 

Snt :  A  great  misfortnne  has  given  me  more  iban 
one  solemn  and  important  duty  to  fulfil,  and  the 
ardent  desire  of  accompliflhing  with  fidelity  my  fa- 
ther's last  will,  emboldens  me  to  daim  tbe  patrtmi^ 
of  the  PtesMent  of  the  United  States,  and  Ms  be- 
nentott  interrmdon,  when  I  am  oWged  respect- 
fiUly  and  mournfully  to  addren  the  Senate  and 
resenMives  of  a  whole  mM^on. 

Our '  forever  beloved  parent  possessed  a  copper- 
plate, on  which  was  inscribed  the  first  engraved  copy 
of  the  American  Declaration  of  Independence,  and 
his  hut  intoition,  fai  dmaiting  tids  wnM,  was  that 
tbe  predous  plate  shmud  be  presented  to  the  Gim- 
Kr«s8  of  the  United  States,  to  be  deposited  in  tbdr 
Dbrary,  as  a  last  tribute  of  respect,  patriolio  Ion; 
and  affection  for  his  adopted  country. 

Will  it  be  pennitted  to  me,  a  fUthful  disciple  of 
that  Amwican  scluxri,  whose  {Mrinc^tles  are  so  adnd- 
raUy  exposed  in  that  immortal  dodaratioo,  to  hope 
that  you,  sir,  would  do  me  the  honor  to  oomnmnicate 
this  letter  to  both  J^nises  of  Ctmgress,  at  the  same 
time  th^  in  the  name  at  his  anucted  family,  you 
would  present  to  them  my  venerated  father's  gift. 

Ea  craving  sudi  an  important  favor,  sir,  the  son 
of  General  Lafhyette — the  adopted  grandson  ot 
Washington — knows,  and  shall  never  forget,  that  he 
would  becraae  unworthy  of  it,  if  he  wis  ever  to 
eease  to  be  a  IVenoh  and  Amerioan  patriot. 

mth  tiie  ntBMWt  reqMCt,  I  am,  air. 

Tour  devoted  and  obedient  servant^  

GEOBGE  W.  LAFAYETTB. 

To  tbe  FuuDBtn     the  ViiUed  Statet. 


KoNOAT,  December  8. 

Messrs.  Wsbsteb,  of  Kassaohnsetts ;  Waooa< 
HAS,  of  Louisiana;  Psentibs,  of  Vermont; 
Emo,  of  Alabama ;  and  OutioNi  <tf  Delaware^ 
appearoid,  and  took  their  seats. 


Wkdhudat,  Deoember  10. 

lb.  PBisnni,  of  Bouth  OaroUna,  attended 
to<4«r. 
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Monday,  December  IS. 

The  following  Senators  appeared  and  took 
their  seats,  viz. :  from  Soatii  Oarolina,  Mr. 
Oalhoun  ;  from  Lonlsiaaa,  ISr.  Pobteb  ;  from 
Mississippi,  Mr.  Blaoe;  from  Missoori,  Mr. 
Link'. 

Also,  JxwsB  BuoHANAV,  elocted  a  Senator 
from  FennsylTania,  to  fill  the  Tscannj  occa- 
sioned bj  Uie  rengnation  of  Mr.  Wilkins, 
appeared,  tbs  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Benton  presented  a  oertifloate  of  the 
elecUon  of  Ur,  Jjss  as  a  Senator  ftom  the 
State  of  Ifissoml 

These  gentlemen  took  the  oostomaiy  oath. 

Hie  following  Message  was  received  from 
the  Prerident  of  the  United  States : 

7h  a«  Senate ^  tiu  UnUtdSua^: 

The  j(^t  Tesolntioiis  CnuteB,  imaidmotisly  ex- 
presaing  their  sendt^tj  on  me  mtdligcaice  of  the 
death  o£  General  Laiayette,  were  communicated,  in 
oompliaaoe  with  their  will,  to  George  Washington 
Lalajtfte,  and  the  other  members  ta  the  Amily  of 
that  lUnaMoaB  man.  Bj  thdr  request  I  now  pre- 
sent the  heartfelt  adcnowledgment  of  the  smrlTlng 
deacesdants  of  oar  beloved  friend,  for  that  Ughly 
valued  ptoof  of  the  snspathy  of  the  Ut^ted  States. 

Ain)B£W  JACKSOy. 

WjsBniaiOR,  Ikeemier  10, 18M. 

WiSHiKOTOM,  Jftne  if,  1884. 
To  Gkobos  WismKOTOM  Latatbtti,  md  Hit  taker 
membere  ef  the  famiig  ef  the  late  Qenerti  Im- 
fagetUi 

b  eomplianoe  with  the  will  Oongreea,  I  trans- 
mit to  you  the  joint  resolutions  of  the  two  Houses, 
nnanimonaly  expressing  the  senability  with  wUoh 
they  received  the  intell^enoe  of  the  daitb  of  "  Gen- 
eral La&yette,  the  Mend  the  United  StiUea,  the 
friend  of  Washington,  and  the  friend  of  liberty 
and  I  also  assure  you  the  condolence  of  this  whole 
nation  hi  the  Inepantde  bereaTement  irt)i<^  by  that 
event  you  have  sustained. 

In  complying  with  the  request  of  Congress,  I  can- 
not omit  the  occasion  of  offering  you  my  own  con- 
dolence in  the  great  loss  you  have  sostdned,  and  of 
expressing  my  admiration  of  the  eminent  virtnes  of 
the  dtsttnguiuied  patriot  whom  it  has  fdeased  Frovi- 
denoe  to  remove  to  his  high  reward. 

I  also  pray  you  to  be  persuaded  that  your  individ- 
oal  wdflire  and  prosperity  wQl  always  be  with  me 
otdecta  of  tbat  solicitude  wMoh  the  Ulnstrions  ser- 
vices of  the  great  ftiend  and  bene&otor  at  my  coon- 
tar  are  oalmuted  to  awaken. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Prendent  of  the  United  Statee. 

La  Grabgx,  Oetober  21,  1884. 
SiK :  The  resdation  of  Congress,  communicated 
to  me  by  your  honored  favor  of  the  27th  of  June, 
that  glonons  testimony  of  American  national  aflbo- 
tkm  for  my  beloved  and  venerated  fidher,  has  been 
teoeived  by  his  fiunily  with  the  deepest  sense  of  the 
most  respectfiil,  and,  give  me  leave  to  say,  filial  grat- 
itude. 

And  now,  4r,  that  we  aqMriam  tiw  benaAa  of 


[Sbtaxs. 

suoh  a  iugb  and  soothing  sympathy,  we  find  our- 
selves calleid  to  the  honor  of  addresring  to  the  peo- 
ple and  Congress  of  the  United  States  onr  heartfelt 
and  dntiiU  wanks.  Sr,  you  were  the  fHend  of  my 
ftdhsr,  and  the  kind  letter  iriiich  aooompanied  the 
precious  messsge  seems  to  be  for  ns  a  sufficient  au- 
thorisstiou  to  onrdaiimiw  once  more  your  honn^ile 
asnstanee,  for  the  aooamplidiment  ci  a  duty  dear  to 
our  hearts. 

We  most  ferventiy  wish  that  the  homage  of  our 
everlasting  devotion  to  a  nation,  whose  t^rs  have 
deigned  to  mingle  with  ouis,  should  be  offered  to 
both  Houses  of  Congress.  Transmitted  by  you,  sir, 
that  homage  shall  be  rendered  aeceptaUe ;  and  we 
earnestly  pray  you,  rir,  to  present  It  fn  our  name. 
Our  gratitude  shall  be  forever  adequate  to  the  obli- 
gation. 

The  resolution  which  so  powerfully  honors  my 
lather's  memory  shall  be  depodted,  as  a  most  sacred 
fanuly  proper^,  in  that  room  of  mourning  where  onoe 
his  Boa  and  gnndstnn,  nsed  to  reotdve,  with  avidity 
from  him,  lessons  of  patriotism  and  aottve  kveof 
liber^:  there,  the  daily  contemplation  of  it  will 
more  and  more  impress  tiieir  minds  with  that  encoui^ 
a^ng  oonvicti<m,  tiiat  the  affection  and  esteem  a 
free  nation  is  the  most  destraUe  reward  that  can  be 
<ri>tained  upon  earth. 

With  the  utmost  req>eot,  air,  I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Tour  devoted  and  obement  servant,   

GEORGE  W.  LAJATETTE. 

The  message  reoeived  from  the  Honse  of 
Bepresentatives  last  week,  informing  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  proceedings  taken  by  the  Honse,  in 
obedience  to  a  resomtion  of  tiie  last  session, 
to  paj  honors  to  the  memory  of  General  La- 
fayette, vas  taken  np  and  oononmd  in ;  and 
a  committee  ot  five  memben  was  ordned,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Webbtil  to  be  appointed  bj 
the  Ohair,  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 


TunnAT,  Deoember  16. 

Sleetioimf  Chaplain. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  ballot  for  Chapl^ 
and  Mr.  Hatch,  having  received  a  m^ority  of  the 
TotM,  was  dedared  to  be  dnly  elected  Ohapl^n, 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate  for  the  session. 


Wkdnxsdat,  December  17. 
Ihmeh  i^liatioru  prior  to  1800. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  satisfaction  of 
didma  dne  to  certain  American  citixens  for 
spoliations  committed  on  their  commerce  prior 
to  the  80th  day  of  September,  1800^  ooming  np 
fbr  consideration — 

M>.  WsBsm  stud  he  should  content  himself 
with  stating  very  briefly  an  ontline  of  the  grounds 
on  which  these  daims  are  supposed  to  rest, 
and  then  leave  the  enbjeot  to  the  ecmsidOTation 
of  the  Senate.  He,  however,  shonld  be  happy, 
in  the  oonrse  of  the  debate^  to  make  mek 
explanations  as  mlflht  be  called  Ak*.  It  wonld 
be  seen  that  the  Uu  proposed  to  make  satisfiu- 
tion,  to  an  amoant  not  exoeeding  five  ndUiMU 
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ti  dollars,  to  snoh  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
or  their  legal  representatiTeB,  as  had  valid 
d^ms  for  indemmtj  on  the  French  Oovem- 
ment,  rising  ont  of  Ul^^  captnres,  detentions, 
and  condemnations,  made  or  committed  on 
their  property  pnor  to  the  80th  daj  of  Sep- 
tember, 1600.  This  bill  supposed  two  or  three 
leading  proportions  to  be  true. 

It  sQppowd,  in  the  first  place,  that  illegal 
irizarea,  detentioiu,  oaptnres,  eondemnationa, 
and  eonfisoationa,  were  made,  of  the  vessels 
and  proper^  of  tbe  dtizens  (rf  the  United 
Statu,  before  the  80Ui  September,  1800. 

It  supposed,  in  tbe  second  place,  that  these 
acts  of  wrong  were  committed  by  such  orders 
and  under  such  circumstances,  as  that  the 
sufferers  had  a  just  right  and  claim  for 
indemnity  from  the  hands  of  the  Government 
of  France. 

Going  on  these  two  proportions,  the  bill 
assumed  one  other,  and  that  was,  that  all  such 
daims  on  France  as  came  within  a  prescribed 
period,  or  down  to  a  prescribed  period,  had 
bean  annoUed  by  the  United  States,  and  that  this 
nve  them  a  r^t  to  claim  indemnity  from  this 
Government,  it  supposed  a  liability  in  jusUce, 
&imes8  and  eqid^,  on  the  part  of  this 
Goveinment,  to  make  the  indemnity.  These 
were  the  oronnds  on  which  the  bill  was 
framed.  That  there  were  many  such  oonfisca* 
tions  no  one  doubted^  and  mwy  such  acts  of 
wrong  as  were  mentioned  in  the  first  section 
of  the  bilL  That  they  were  committed  by 
Frenchmen,  and  under  such  circumstances  as 
j^ve  those  who  suffered  wron^  an  unques- 
tionable right  to  claim  indemnity  from  tiie 
French  Government,  nobody,  be  supposed,  at 
this  day,  woold  qnestion.  There  were  two 
qnesfions  which  might  be  made  the  sol^ect  of 
oisoaBdon,  and  two  only  oeonrred  to  nim  at 
that  moment.  The  one  waa,  "On  what 
ground  waa  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  answerable  to  any  extent  for  t^e  ii^ury 
done  to  these  daimantsf "  The  other,  "To 
what  extent  waa  the  Government  in  jnstioe 
bound  ? "  And^f«<— of  the  first.  "  Why  waa 
it  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
had  become  responsible  in  law  or  equity  to 
its  citizens,  for  the  claims — 'for  any  in- 
demnity for  the  wrongs  conmiitted  on  their 
oommeroe  by  the  labjeota  of  Franoe  before 
1800?" 

To  thia  queatlon  there  vas  an  answer,  whidi, 
whether  satis&ctory  or  not,  had  at  least  tiie 
merit  of  twing  a  very  short  one.  It  was,  that, 
by  a  treaty  between  Franoe  and  the  united 
States,  bearing  date  the  80th  of  September, 
1800,  in  a  political  capacity,  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  discha^ed  and  released 
the  Government  of  Franoe  from  this  indenmity. 
It  went  upon  the  ground,  which  was  susbuned 
by  all  the  correspondence  which  had  preceded 
the  treaty  of  1800,  that  the  disputes  arising 
1>etween  t^e  two  countries  shoud  be  settled 
by  a  negotaation.  And  daims  and  preten- 
dons  having  been  asserted  on  dther  tide, 


[Dbcembhs,  1834. 

cominissionere  on  the  part  of  the  United  ^tatea 
were  sent  ont  to  assert  and  maintain  the  claims 
of  indemnity  which  they  demanded;  while 
commisffloners  appointed  on  the  part  of  the 
French  asserted  a  daim  to  the  full  extent  of 
the  stipulations  made  in  76,  which  they  said 
the  United  States  had  pronused  to  faml,  and 
in  order  to  carry  into  effect  the  treaty  of 
alliance  of  the  same  date,  viz. :  February,  1778. 

The  negotiation  ultimatdy  terminated,  and 
a  treaty  was  finally  ratified  npon  the  -terms  and 
conditions  of  an  offiet  a£  the  re^teotive  drims 
against  each  oQux,  and  forever ;  so  that  the 
T^ited  States  Government,  by  the  surrender 
and  disohar^  of  these  claims  of  its  citizensi 
had  made  this  surrender  to  the  French  Govern- 
ment to  obtain  for  itself  a  discbarse  from  tiie 
onerous  liabilities  imposed  upon  uaem  by  the 
treaty  of  1778,  and  m  order  to  escape  from 
fnlfilling  other  stipulations  produmed  in  the 
treaty  of  commerce  of  tliat  year,  and  whichf 
if  not  ftalfiiled,  might  have  brought  about  a 
war  with  France.  This  was  the  ground  on 
which  these  daims  rested. 

Mr.  TiLBS  said  fJieae  ol^ma  had  been 
pressed  on  the  ground  that  the  United  States 
had,  by  the  tre^y  of  1800,  made  wonnon  for 
the  payment,  and  had  discharged  France  from 
all  liability.  Turn  and  twist  it  as  yon  will, 
said  Hr,  T.,  the  ailment  amounts  only  to 
this :  that  Uie  Gkivemment  of  the  United 
States,  for  a  valid  consideration,  assumed 
these  clums.  And  what  was  that  considera- 
tion t  It  was  a  condderation  upon  which  no 
payment  could  be  made,  on  which  no  claimant 
could  rest.  By  the  treaty  of  1778,  there  were 
mutual  stipulations  between  France  and  the 
United  States.  One  of  these  stipulationB  waa 
that  France  should  guaranty  the  independence 
of  the  United  States,  wUle  the  United  Statoa 
should  guaranty  to  Franoe  the  two  West  In^ 
islan^  GnadfUoupe  and  Uartiniqae. 

In  the  war  which  pervailed  afterwards 
between  Great  Britain  and  France^  the  obliga- 
tion on  the  United  States  to  fulfil  this  part  of  the 
treaty  remaned  in  full  force.  Was  it  expected 
that  the  United  States  diould  make  hersdf  a 
party  to  this  war  ?  He  put  it  to  the  gentleman 
from  Hassachusetts  to  say,  with  all  the  cor- 
respondence before  him,  if  there  was  not  then 
a^reat  anxiety  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
to  ^t  rid  of  that  guarantee.  Had  an  American 
oitazen  s  ri^  to  oome  here  for  compensation 
fbr  looBea,  beeanse  the  United  States,  by  • 
■nbBeqnent  treo^,  got  rid  of  that  goaranteet 
The  United  Statea  never  intended  to  oomply 
with  that  feature  of  the  treaty  of  1778.  let 
the  ground  taken  was,  that,  becanae  the  Uidted 
States  bad  got  rid  of  the  guarantee,  she  was 
bound  to  compensate  for  these  spoliations. 
He  contended  that  sudi  a  oondosion  was  in 
opposition  to  every  authority  wUoh  could  bo 
brought  forward. 

But  there  were  other  grounds  which  jn^ased 
themsdves  npoa  his  memory.  A  great  part 
of  these  damu  would  go  to  the  inmran. 


FivnA  Speiiatiolu  prior  to  1800. 
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yfhat  he  eaid  was  this:  if  the  OoTemment 
was  hotmd  to  repay  the  losses  of  these  ia- 
sarers,  it  was  eqnallj  entitled  to  share  in  their 
profits,  according  to  the  established  policy  of 
Inaarance  offices,  and  there  were  immense 
profits  made  during  that  period,  otherwise  it 
would  be  tf  total  loss  to  \ne  United  States  of 
the  whole  insurance,  premiom  and  all.  He 
was  willing  to  go  into  a  statement  of  the 
aooonnts— to  take  Huo  losses  and  take  also  the 
profits  of  a  period  during  which  th«  enterprise 
of  the  United  States  was  extended  bejood 
every  fonner  period. 

He  threw  out  these  viewa  to  attract  the 
attention  of  Senators.  He  conld  not  suffer 
himBelf  to  remain  qaiet  in  his  seat  without 
having  said  thus  much — his  principal  de^gn 
being  to  awaken  the  attention  of  the  Senate. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  BxiffTOi?,  Mr, 
Fbesion,  and  Mr.  Sreplbt,  the  ctHosideration 
of  Hie  UU  was  postponed. 


MoHDAT,  DeoKubw  32. 

PretenUfrom  Foreign  Fovan. 

The  Joint  resolntioi  fetm  the  House,  aatiior- 
inng  toe  sale  of  the  lion  and  horses  presented 
to  the  United  States  consol  at  Tangicrs,  hj  the 
Emperor  of  Morocco,  was  read  twioe. 
-  Mr.  Glat  said,  as  there  was  no  very  appro- 

Eriate  committee  to  which  the  resolution  could 
e  seat,  be  would  more  to  refer  the  rraolution 
to  the  Committee  on  Agriculture. 

Mr.  KiHO,  of  Alabama,  observed  that^  as  the 
presents  appeared  to  be  connected  with  oar 
foreien  relations,  he  thought  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations  the  most  apfoxtpriate  one 
for  the  re8(dation  to  be  sent  to. 

Hx.  Ollt  olgeoted  to  that  r^brenoe^  as  the 
animals,  he  was  informed,  vere  now  in  tibis 
dtj,  and  the  subject  was  not  connected  witii 
our  fbreign  affairs.  ' 

Mr.  Knra  replied  that,  if  the  Committee  on 
Agriculture  desired  to  take  chai^  of  the  sub- 
ject,  (not  being  himself  on  the  committee,)  he 
had  no  objection.  But,  as  it  appeared  that 
our  oonsnis  and  other  pablio  functionaries  could 
Tooeive  no  presents  from  foreign  powers,  and, 
in  previous  instances,  when  induced  to  do  so 
rather  than  give  ofi'ence  to  those  who  prwented 
them,  they  had  been  sent  to  the  Government, 
Le  thought  the  committee  be  had  indicated 
the  most  suitable  one.  But  if  the  Asrionltural 
Committee  were  desirous  of  using  ma  honMS^ 
lie  (Mr.  K.)  had  no  ol^eolion. 

Tb»  reeotntion  was  referred  to  tike  0«n- 
muttee  cm  Agriooltare. 

JVeneh  SpoUatumt. 

The  bill  providing  indemnity  to  American 
eitizens  who  sufiTered  by  spoliatioiis  on  their 
eommorce,  committed  by  the  French  prior 
to  1800,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Shsflkt  said:  Hr.  President,  I  shaU  afc- 
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tempt  to  show  that  the  properly  of  onr  citizens 
was  ilicMlly  taken  from  them  by  France ;  that 
their  ri^tto  have  compensation  from  France 
was  recognized  by  the  United  States ;  that  it 
was  also  admitted  by  France ;  that  France  had 
claims  against  the  United  States,  the  Justice  of 
which,  to  some  extent,  was  not  denied ;  that 
compensation  for  these  it^nries  might  have 
been  obtuned  from  Franoe^  if  we  had  been 
willing  to  insUtato  a  oomipisriaa  tor  mutual 
oompoisation  fi>r  ii^Juries.  France  offered  this. 
That  o<»npenBa1ioa  was  not  obtained,  beoaose 
the  United  States  chose  to  discharge  these 
claims  for  the  purpose  of  obtunlng  a  discharge  <^ 
her  obligations  to  France.  The  right  to  com- 
pensation was  not  destroyed  by  a  state  of  war. 

For  the  purpose  of  lowing  the  character 
of  the  liijuries  mflioted  upon  our  commerce,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  examine  the  commercial 
relations  between  this  country  and  France  at 
that  time. 

By  the  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  of 
the  6th  of  FebmaiT,  1778,  artide  28d.  it  is 
provided  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  tiie  subjects 
ofFlraooe^  andthepet^  of  the  United  Btate& 
"  to  sail  with  thdr  Mips  with  all  manner  of 
liberty  and  seoority^  no  distinotioa  bdng  made 
who  are  the  propnetors  of  tiie  merobandisee 
laden  thereon,  from  any  port  to  the  places  of 
those  who  now  are,  or  hereafter  shall  be,  at 
enmity  with  the  Most  Christian  King  or  the 
United  States."  And  this,  "not  only  directly 
j^m  the  places  of  the  enemy  aforementioned 
to  neutral  places,  hot  also  from  one  place 
belonging  to  an  enemy  to  another  place 
belonging  to  an  enemy,  whether  they  be  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  same  prince,  or  under 
several."  And  it  is  hereby  stipulated  that ' '  free 
ships  shall  also  give  a  freedom  to  goods  ;  and 
that  every  thing  shall  be  deemed  to  be  tne 
and  exempt,"  altbongh  the  whole  Udlng,  or 
any  jiart  thereol^  anonld  appertain  to  the 
enemies,  of  either,  oontraband  goods  being 
always  excepted. 

The  24th  article  enmnerates  the  goods  which 
are  to  be  regarded  as  oontraband. 

The  2Sth  article  prescribes  that,  in  case  either 
party  shell  be  engaged  in  a  war,  its  ehipa  and 
vessels  "  must  be  frimished  with  sea-lettm  or 
passports,  expres^g  the  name,  property,  and 
bulk  of  the  shij^"  according  to  the  form  annex- 
ed to  the  treaty.  This  was  to  be  the  evidence 
of  the  property  of  the  ship  as  respeota  Its  na- 
tional character. 

It  was  daring  the  ezistenoe  of  this  treaty, 
admitted  by  both  parties  to  be  then  obligate^ 
npon  the  parties  to  it,  that  the  first  chuDse  of 
the  complunt  arose. 

By  a  decree  of  the  National  Convention  of 
France,  of  the  date  of  9Ch  May,  1798.  it  is  de- 
dared  :  "Art.  1.  The  French  ships  of  war  and 
privateers  may  arrest  and  bring  into  the  ports 
of  the  Bepublic  the  neub^  vessels  which  shall 
be  laden,  wholly  or  in  part,  either  with  articles 
<d  iwovisions  belonging  to  neiUral  nationB  aoA 
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destined  to  an  enemj's  port,  or  with  merchan- 
dises belonging  to  an  enemy." 

The  same  convention,  on  the  28d  of  the  same 
month,  dedared,  hy  decree,  "  that  the  veasels 
of  the  United  Bliatea  are  not  oomprdiencted  in 
the  dinoBttfoDB  of  the  decree  of  the  9&  of 
May." 

This  decree  of  the  28d  was  repealed  on  the 
98th  of  littj. 

The.  Convention,  on  the  Ist  of  Joly,  ag^ 
decreed  that  tiie  veaeela  of  tiie  United  Statea 
were  not  comprehended  in  the  decree  of  the 
gth  of  Uftj.  And  the  deoree  of  the  27th  July 
again  "  maintained  the  disp^mtiona  of  that  (Hf 
the  »th  of  May." 

The  i^eontive  Directory,  on  the  Sd  of  Jnly, 
1796,  declared  "  that  nenbral  and  allied  powers 
shall,  withoQt  delay,  be  notified  that  the  flag  of 
the  French  Bepablic  will  treat  neutral  vessels,. 
etHker  as  to  oon&scation,  as  to  seacohea  or  cap- 
tore,  in  the  samiia  manner  as  they  shall  snffer 
the  English  to  treat  them.** 

And  on  the  Sd  Harch,  1797,  the  Directory 
decreed  "  that  the  IVench  vessds  of  war  and 
privateers  may  stop  and  carry  into  the  ports  of 
the  Sepnblio  neatral  veasela  which  may  be 
found  loaded  entirely  or  in  part  with  merchan- 
dise belonging  to  the  enemy." 

The  French  Minister  of  the  Marine  and  of  the 
Oolonies,  on  the  80th  April,  1797,  declares: 
"Every  American  ship  must  have  a  passport 
and  a  role  d'equipage  (ship^s  roll)— I  mean  a 
liste  d'eqnipage  (crew  list).  Whereas,  without 
these  papo^  ought  to  be  confiscated."  And 
he  ^ves  reasons  for  it ;  and  yet  tiie  passport 
only  was  required  by  the  treaty,  as  was  after- 
wards admitted  by  fnaoo. 

The  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  on  the  lltii 
Juiuary,  1798,  decreed  that  "  the  character  of 
the  vewel,  reu^ve  to  the  quality  of  neater  or 
enemy,  is  determined  by  her  cargo." 

An  extraordinary  tribunal  was  made  the 
organ  to  dedde  upon  priizes,  by  a  decr^  of  6th 
of  November,  1798,  declaring  "the  v^dity  or 
invalidity  of  prizes  made  by  privateers  shall  be 
decided  by  way  of  administration  by  the  Pro- 
visory Executive  CounciL" 

All  these  decrees  and  the  proceedings  under 
them,  were  not  rnUr  In  direct  violation  of  the 
treaty  and  tiie  artioUa  teoitedf  but  so  fin-  these 
d^redations  on  our  ooDuneroe  took  pUoe  be- 
tmt  the  passage  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  tiie  7th 
of  July,  1796,  annnlling  the  treaties. 

The  right  of  the  citizens  to  have  compensa- 
tion from  France  was,  as  I  have  said,  recog- 
nized by  the  United  States. 

'  The  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  a 
circular  letter  addressed  to  the  merchants,  under 
date  of  August,  1798,  says :  "I  have  it  in  oha^ 
from  the  Prendent,  to  assure  the  merohants  of 
the  United  States,  concerned  in  foreign  com- 
merce or  navigation,  that  doe  attuitlon  will  be 
pud  to  any  iqiuries  they  may  eaSex  on  the  high 
aeaa  m  in  foragnooontriea,  oonbur  to  the  lav 
of  nations  m  to  existing  treatiu ;  and  tiiot,  on 
tL«r  finwardiog  hither  wefl-anthentieated  eri- 
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deuce  of  the  some,  primer  proceedings  will  be 
adopted  for  their  relief."  And  in  a  letter  to 
our  minister  to  Great  Sritain,  under  date  of 
April  26,  1797,  the  Secretary  says  "  that  near- 
ly all  the  vessels,  or  cargoes,  or  both,  whieh 
are  carried  in  by  th^  privateers,  are  oondsnm- 
ed  by  the  dvil  anthoritiea  on  ahon,  Beddes, 
when  he  (Mr.  Adet)  mentions  nnanthwixedoap- 
'  tores,  he  cannot  refior  to  the  moltitode  which 
we  oompMn  of  as  made  in,  direct  violation  d 
oar  treaty  with  France." 

In  the  instrootiqns  to  our  envoys  to  France, 
under  dato  of  Jnly  16, 1797,  is  this  declaration ; 
"Indeed,  the  greater  part,  probably  nearly  all 
the  oaptores  and  confiscations  in  qoestion,  have 
been  committed  in  direct  violation  of  that  trea- 
ty, or  of  the  law  of  mdaons." 

The  Preradent  of  the  United  States  in  his 
speech  of  the  8th  of  December,  1798,  speaking 
tk  a  decree  of  the  Directory,  says  "  it  ei^oins 
them  to  conform  to  all  the  laws  of  France  rela- 
tive to  cruising  and  prizes ;  while  these  lawa 
are  themselves  the  sources  of  the  d«»redati«u 
of  which  we  have  so  long,  so  just^,  and  so 
fruitlessly  complained."  oo  perfect  was  the 
right  of  the  citizens  to  have  compensation  re- 
garded, that  in  the  instrootions,  under  date  oi 
2ad  October,  1779,  to  our  enToya  to  BVanee,  is 
thi»T  clause : 

"First.  At  the  openhig  of  the  n^otiaticniL  you 
-will  inflwm  the  fV«nch  ministen  thaX  the  United 
States  expect  from  I^anoe,  «s  an  indiq)eiisable  ccoi- 
dition  (tf  the  treaty,  a  stipulation  to  make  to  the  nti- 
zens  of  the  United  ^ates  frll  compensation  for  aU 
losses  and  danugefl  whidi  thev  shall  have  soststned 
by  reason  of  irregular  or  illcsu  cutores,  or  condan- 
naUoDs  of  thdr  vends  and  thev  {attpeity,  under 
Sidor  of  authority  or  commiatiwui  from  the  Freoch 
RepuUic  or  its  agents." 

It  remains  next  to  aseert^  whetiier  Stance 
did  not  admit  ha  obUgation  to  vuka  o<Kiq>eii> 
sation. 

In  the  deliberationa  of  the  Execntive  IMreo- 
tory,  on  the  81st  July,  1798,  it  is  stated  that 
Budli  information  has  been  received,  as  to  "  leave 
no  room  to  doubt  that  F^^ch  cruisers,  or  such 
as  call  themselves  French,  have  infringed  the 
laws  of  the  Republic  relative  to  orolnng  and 
prizes."  And  in  a  deoree  of  the  16th  Hordi, 
1799,  the  Executive  Directory  admits  that  the 
former  decree,  "in  what  rdates  to  tiie  ndas 
d'eqnipages  with  iriiioh  neutral  vessels  ought 
to  be  fiirnl^ed,  has  hod  imjMrmer  intorpreta- 
tions,  so  far  as  oonoems  the  roles  d^equipages 
ot  American  vessels,  and  tiuit  It  ia  time  to  do 
away  the  obstacles  resolting  therefrom  to  the 
navigation  of  the  vessels  of  Uiat  nation." 

Our  envoys  claiming  compensation  from 
France,  find  France  also  claimmg  a  fulfilment 
on  onr  part  of  the  treaties  ;  and  in  their  lettw 
of  17th  May,  1800,  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
they  say :  "  Our  success  is  doubtful.  The 
French  think  it  bard  to  indenmify  for  vudating 
engagements,  unless  they  ou  tiiereby  lie  restor- 
ed to  the  booefits  of  tiiem."  The  oUeotimL 
here  thm  is  not  to  making  an  fndsnmiVi  l>vt 
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to  making  it  vithoat  haviiig  the  benefit  of  the 
asme  treataee^  for  the  vioud^  of  which  we 
elidmed  oi  than  oompensaUon. 

The  Frenoh  ministon,  in  th^  proposal  to 
the  American  envoys,  under  date  of  the  11th 
August,  1800,  saj :  *'  Thus,  tiie  first  proposition 
of  uie  Qiiniflters  of  France  is  to  stipnhUo  a  fall 
and  entire  reoognitiw  of  treati««,  and  the  reci- 
procal engagement  of  compensation  for  damages 
resulting  on  both  sidea  from  their  in&action." 
If  this  is  not  accepted,  they  t^en  propose  '*  t^e 
abolition  of  ancient  treaties."  and  in  sudi  case 
"  there  would  be  no  demand  of  compensation." 
Here,  then,  is  an  offer  of  compensation  for  in- 
Joiias  to  our  citizens,  made  by  France ;  but  she 
okumed  oompoiaation  f^tnit  the  TTnitM  States 
for  the  non,-faIfilm«it  of  the  treatiea,  and  that 
ttie  oompensalion  akoold  be  reoiproeu. 

These  <Aaims  of  F^ce  againat  the  United 
States  arose  out  of  our  neglect  or  refosal,  as  she 
all^^  to  fhlfil  the  stipulations  of  treaties. 
They  were,  first :  the  lltn  article  of  the  treaty 
of  alliance  ai  6th  Febroary,  177B.  This  article 
stipulated  the  guarantee  should  be  on  the  part 
of  "the  United  States  to  his  Most  Ohristian 
Mi^esty,  the  present  possesGionB  of  the  Grown 
of  fWice  in  America,  as  well  as  tiioee  which  it 
may  acquire  by  the  future  treaty  of  Franoe." 

And,  secondly,  the  ITth  and  22d  articles  of 
the  treaty  of  commerce  of  the  same  date.  By 
the  first  oi  these  artiolei^  the  privateerB  ai^ 
I^cea  of  France  might  enter  our  porta  and  depart 
■t  jplesBiuejaiid  the  priv^eers  and  veaaels  of  the 
enemies  of  France  were  ezdnded  from  om-  porta. 
And  the  latter  artide  prohibited  the  privateera 
of  ib»  enemies  of  France  from  being  fitted  out 
in  our  ports,  and  sale  of  their  prizes  being  mad^ 
in  them,  or  even  provinon  ftimished,  more  than 
was  necessary  for  their  going  to  the  next  port. 
The  importanoe  of  ibe  stipulations  to  Franoe 
will  be  readily  acknowledged  when  we  remem- 
ber that  she  was  at  war  with  England ;  that  she 
had  islands  in  the  West  Indies  to  be  preserved ; 
thaL  by  having  a  plaoO  of  reftige  in  our  ports 
for  her  armed  vessels,  she  could  greatiy  harass 
and  Injnre  tiie  very  extensive  WMumerce  of 
Inland  In  the  Vest  Indies ;  take  her  vessels 
and  retreat  in  safety  with  them  to  our  ports. 
Our  Qovfflmment,  it  is  well  known,  determined 
to  imiintfljn  a  strict  neutrality  between  the  con- 
tending parties,  and  refused  to  France  the  ad- 
vanta^  which  these  treaties  gave  her;  and 
this  course  was  the  oooaston  of  great  compldnt, 
and  of  a  very  sharp  oorreopoDdence  between  the 
ministers  of  France  and  of  this  Qovonment. 

In  the  course  of  the  negotiation  to  settle  the 
difficulties  between  the  two  nations,  our  minis- 
ters, not  being  authorized  or  willing  to  agree  to 
**  tbe  redprooal  engagement  of  omnpensation 
fbr  damages  resulting  <m  both  ddes  "  from  the 
breach  of  the  treaties,  as  proposed  by  France, 
oflRsred  finally,  in  their  letter  <rf  the  SOth  of 
August,  1800,  that  the  andent  treaties  should 
be  renewed  and  confirmed,  with  certain  modi- 
fi  cations.  These  were,  that  the  artidee  respect- 
ing privateen  and  priaes  ahonld  be  so  moAfied 


as,  npon  payment  of  8,000,000  francs  within 
seven  yeue,  no  greater  ri^ts  than  those  of  the 
most  &vorea  nations  Aonld  exist.  And  tiiat  the 
mntoal  guarantee  dionld,  for  the  ftitnre,  be  con- 
sidered as  ftilfiUed,  by  affording  aid  to  the 
amount  of  1,000,000  francs  when  ^ther  party 
was  attacked ;  and  that  ^ther  party  might 
"  exonerate  itself  wholly  from  ito  obU^lon  by 
paying  to  the  other,  within  seven  years,  a  gross 
sum  of  6,000,000  francs,  in  money,  or  such 
securities  as  may  be  issued  for  indemnities ; " 
and  that  "  there  shall  be  a  reciprocal  stipulation 
for  indemnities,  and  these  indemnities  shall  be 
limited  to  the  claims  of  individuflls,"  It  will 
be  noticed  here  that  the  United  States  ministers 
do  not  ofiiBr  to  Franoe  anycompenaationfbrthe 
injury  to  Franoe,  as  a  natitXL  for  the  oliAtns 
respeioting  the  gnarantee  and  the  privileges  for 
privateers  and  prises  for  the  past 

The  French  miiusters,  on  the  26th  of  August, 
say  that  their  proposal  to  confirm  the  ancient 
treaties,  and  for  mutual  compensation,  "did 
away  all  idea  of  a  modification ;  "  and  that,  as 
the  American  ministers  had  proposed  an  essen- 
tial modification  of  the  17th  article,  "  it  is  there* 
fore  evident  that  this  note  refers  ta  the  seoond 
part  of  the  alternative,  which  consisted  of  a 
new  treaty,  without  indemnity."  "  The  French 
ministers  therefore  insisit  ujion  tiie  condition, 
that  all  stipulation  f(»  indemnities  be  laid  aside." 
ThvT  make  tlie  following  propodtions  to  oar 
mlnlsten: 

"  Isb  The  ondeat  treaties  shall  bo  contiDiied  and 
oonflimed,  to  have  their  full  force,  as  if  no  misun- 
detstuding  between  the  two  nstioiis  hid  ever  oo* 

"  2d.  Oommlasionera  shall  be  appointed  to  liqui- 
date tha  req>ective  looses. 

"  8d.  The  17th  artide  the  treaty  of  commerce 
of  1778  eball  be  oontiiiued  in  full  force,  with  a  eingle 
addition,  immediately  after  these  words,  to  wit: 
*  And  on  the  contrary,  no  shelter  shall  be  given  In 
their  ports  or  Ijaibors  to  such  as  shall  have  made 
prize  of  the  streets  of  Us  H^iesty,  or  of  the  dtizens 
of  the  United  States^'  there  shall  be  added  '  if  it  be 
not  in  virtue  of  known  treaties  on  the  day  of  the 
algnatiue  of  the  present,  and  subsequent  to  the  treaty 
of  1778,  and  that  for  the  qwce  of  seven  years.' 
The  22d  article  sohjeot  to  w  aune  reiemtion  as 
the  17th  artide. 

"4th.  If,  during  the  term  of  seven  yean,  the 
proposal  to  establish  the  17th  and  22d  articles  be  not 
made  and  accepted  without  reserve,  the  award  for 
indenmities  detemdned  by  the  oommiai! oners  shall 
not  be  allowed. 

*'  6th.  The  guarantee  sUpolated  by  the  treaty  of 
alliance  dull  be  oonverted  into  a  grant  of  succor  for 
twomilUoos.  Bat  this  grant  shall  not  be  redeemable 
nnleas  by  a  capital  of  ten  millions." 

These  proposals  not  being  sati^ctory  to  the 
American  ministers,  the  French  ministers  made, 
on  the  4th  of  September,  1800,  proposals  anew : 

"  We  flhdl  have  the  right  to  take  oar  priies  Into 
the  ports  of  Amnica. 

"A  oommffldcn  diaQ  regnlate  tbe  indemnities 
wUdi  dther  tC  tbe  two  natbna  may  owe  to  the  dtl- 
aens  of  the  other.  The  IndnmnitleB  which  shall  be 
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dae  by  France  shaU  be  paid  b;  the  United  States 
And  in.  return  for  irUch,  Fiance  yields  the  exclusiTe 
privilege  resalUng  from  the  llih  and  22d  articles  of 
the  treatj  of  commerce,  and  from  the  righta 
goarsntee  of  the  llth  article  of  the  treaty  <tf  alli- 
ance." 

The  Americaa  ministen  aiuirer  on  tbe  Sth 
ofSwiamber,  and  sa;  these  propoeals  are  inad- 
nuBcdble,  "  the  iiearartap[HtHU)h  to  tiiein  "  la 

**  lit.  The  fwmer  ticades  aball  be  renewed  and 
ooofliiBecL 

"  2d.  The  obligations  of  the  goanntee  ahtU  be 
8pe(»fied  and  limited  as  in  Uie  flret  paragraph  of  their 
third  pToporitiOD  of  the  20th  of  AognsL 

*'  Sd.  There  ahall  be  mutnal  indenmity  and  a  mu- 
tnal  restoration  of  captured  property  not  yet  defi- 
nitdy  condemned,  aoowding  to  ueir  fifth  and  d:dh 
tHK^raatiiHiB  <^  that  date. 

"4th.  If,  at  the  exchange  of  rttificationfl,  the 
United  States  propose  a  mutual  relinqtushment  of 
indemnity,  the  French  Bepablio  trill  agree  to  the 
same,  and  in  sac^  case  the  former  treaties  shall  not 
be  deemed  (ddigatory,  except  under  the  serenteenth 
and  twenty-oeoMid  uticlea  <tf  that  of  commerce,  the 
parties  shall  oontlnofl  forever  to  hare  for  their  pob- 
uc  sbipe  of  war,  privateers,  and  prizes,  such  iMvi< 
leges,  hi  the  ports  of  eaidi  other,  aa  flko  moat  fimwed 
natitm  shsD  eqjoy.** 

The  American  ministers  requested  a  oonfer- 
enoe  to  consider  these  pn^Mmtiona ;  and  in 
th^  jonmal,  ander  12th  September,  they  say, 

The  first  and  third  were  ag^^ed  to,  with  some 
modification  of  the  third  aa  to  the  rnlea  of  evi- 
denee,  which  did  not  vary  its  principle."  The 
second  and  fourth  were  considered  together,  as 
in  some  measure  connected,  and,  after  consider- 
able discntuion,  the  French  ministers  said,  unless 
an  option  precisely  similar  and  reciprocal  was 
assured  to  the  French  Republic,  the  operation 
of  which  would  enable  her  to  get  rid  of  the  in- 
demnities, by  an  offer  of  abandoning  the  ezdu- 
Bive  privileges,  they  could  not  agree  to  it. 

Here  It  wdl  be  notioed  l^t  it  •w$a  agreed 
that,  upon  the  former  treatiee  being  confirmed, 
indnnnitiea  thould  be  paid,  but  France  wonld 
not  yield  her  ezdnaiTe  rights  under  the  treatiea, 
but  by  payment  being  nSide  to  onr  citizens  by 
their  own  Goremment,  or  by  a  relinqxiishment 
of  indemnities.  Our  ministers  were  not  author- 
ized to  relinquish  the  indemnities,  or  to  provide 
for  tlftir  payment  by  the  United  States ;  and 
hence  they  say,  on  the  ISth  September,  in  their 
jonrnalf  that  **  being  now  convinced  that  the 
door  was  ^rfectly  closed  agtunst  all  hope  of 
obtaining  mdemnities  with  any  modifications 
of  the  treaties,  it  remuned  only  to  be  deter- 
mined to  attempt  a  temporaty  arrangement, 
which  would  extrioate  the  United  States  from 
the  war,  or  that  peooliar  state  of  hosliUty  in 
which  they  are  at  present  involved." 

The  indemnities  were  not  abandoned  by  the 
negotiators,  but  they  postponed  the  farther 
discussion  of  the  clfdms,  on  each  side,  to  a 
future  day,  and  on  the  80th  September  con- 
cluded and  signed  a  treaty,  tiie  seowd  arUde 
of  whidi  is  as  follows : 


[DSCSMBEB,  ISU. 

*'  Ainou  2.  The  nunistan  ^eiupotenliary  of  the 
two  parties  not  being  aUe  to  ttree  at  present  re- 
specting the  treaty  of  aUiaoce  of  the  6th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1778,  the  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  of  the 
same  date,  -and  the  convention  of  the  lith  of  No- 
vember, 1788,  nor  uptm  the  indemnities  mutoaUy 
due  or  daimed,  the  parties  will  negotiate  farther  rat 
these  Butgects  at  a  craiveniait  time;  and  notfl  tltsy 
may  have  agreed  upon  these  points,  the  said  treaties 
and  convention  shall  have  no  operation,  and  the  rda- 
tioiis  of  the  two  countries  shall  be  regoUted  as  fi^ws.** 

On  the  8d  of  February,  1801,  the  treaty  was 
ratified  by  the  Sen^  "  provided  the  second 
artide  be  ^nnged,"  anA  by  adding  an  article 
limiting  the  optxal&sm.  ot  treaty  to  a  tern 
of  dght  years. 

On  the  81st  July,  1801,  it  was  also  ratified 
on  the  part  of  France,  agredng  to  the  linuta- 
tion,  and  to  "  the  retr^whtnent  of  the  second 
article,  prorided  that  by  this  retrenchment  the 
two  States  renounce  the  respective  pretenwnu 
which  are  tho  object  of  the  said  artide." 

On  the  19th  of  December  following,  the  treaty 
was  again  submitted  to  the  Senate,  whidi 
"  resolved  that  they  considered  the  sud  con- 
vention as  taHj  ratted." 

This  is  the  history  of  the  final  discharge  of 
France  from  all  obligation  to  compensate  our 
citizens  fbr  losses.  It  was  effeoted  by  tiie  act 
<i[  liaa  Ooremment  in  ^on^g  the  second 
article  of  the  convention,  and  regar^ng  it  as 
fUly  ratified,  with  the  express  provision  annexed 
by  France  that  it  was  a  renunciation,  by  each 
nation,  of  ite  claims.  Thus,  also,  the  United 
States  were  forever  disohai^ed  firom  the  oner- 
ous burdens  of  the  ancient  treaties,  and  from  all 
claim  of  indemnity,  for  refdsing  to  France  the 
privil^es  which  uiey  secured  to  her.  And  at 
the  same  time  and  by  the  same  act  and  instru- 
ment these  claimants  were  fbrever  deprived  of 
obtsdning  that  indenmity  from  France,  whidi  if 
these  claims  had  been  kept  separate,  and  never 
had  been  connected  with  any  aal^eot  of  national 
grievance,  they  most  certainly  wonld  have  ob- 
tained. The  histwy  of  negotiation  cannot  show 
a  more  direct  snrrender  of  an  admitted  daim, 
as  a  conmderation  of  the  release  <tf  an  obliga- 
tion. France  always  offered  to  set  off  one  class 
of  claims  agunst  the  other;  the  envoys  of  the 
United  States  refused  it^  the  Senate  and  the 
French  Oovemment  agreed  to  it,  and  aocom- 

Slished  it,  Nor  was  the  right  to  compensation 
estroyed  by  a  state  of  war.  Neither  nation 
regarded  the  right  to  clum,  or  the  obligation 
to  compensate,  as  destroyed,  on  account  of  an 
existing  war.  The  United  States  claimed  an 
indemnity  as  an  existing  right;  and  France  ad- 
mitted the  d^m  to  be  good.  It  is  tme,  that 
the  Uttitod  States  anthomed  the  oaptnre  m  the 
vessek  of  France  on  the  hi^  seais  bnt  they 
dedared  It  to  be  onljr  in  defence  of  tlie  pwsons 
and  property  of  their  citisens.  "War  was  not 
declared  by  either  nation.  And  in  the  conven- 
tion of  80th  September,  1800,  t^e  daims  on 
both  sides  were,  by  the  second  arbde,  regarded 
I  as  sabsisting  and  valid.  This  would  not  have 
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been  done^  if  war  had  destroTed  the  ri^^t  to 
hare  a  ftitnre  lu^otitttion  and  compCTSation. 
France,  in  her  negotiations,  deolared,  as  onr 
eavojtt  saj,  that  bar  object  was  to  avoid  making 
oompenastion  for  these  claims,  beoanse  she 
wonld  find  herself  too  much  exhausted  hy  the 
war  to  satisfy  them  ;  and  jetj  anxious  as  she 
was,  die  never  insisted  npon  a  disoha^e,  beoanse 
a  state  of  war  had  existed. 

On  the  16th  Atigost,  1798,  the  Executive 
Directory  declare  their  wish  "to  pnrsne  the 
friendly  habits  of  France  towards  a  people  whose 
liberty  it  defended."  And  at  the  same  period 
the  Minister  of  Marine  s^:  "Onr  political 
ritnation,  with  regard  to  the  United  States  citi- 
lens,  not  having  as  vet  ondeisone  any  change 
which  can  efifeot  the  respect  due  to  neutral 
nations,^  "no  injury  should  be  done  to  the 
safety  and  liberty  of  the  officers  and  crews  of 
any  American  vessels." 

The  French  ministers,  in  their  letter  of  the 
6th  of  May,  1800,  apeak  of  the  "  misunderstand- 
ing "  and  "  tranment  misnnderstanding." 

And  in  their  letter  of  the  11th  of  Augnst 
following,  the  French  nunisters  say,  "  that  tiie 
treaties  which  united  France  and  the  United 
States  are  not  broken :  that  even  war  could  not 
break  them ;  but  that  the  state  of  misuttderstand- 
ing  which  has  existed  for  some  time  has  not 
been  a  state  of  war,  at  least  on  the  nde  of 
IVanoe."  Bysayinguie  treaties  are  not  broken, 
the  French  numsters  oonld  not  be  regarded  as 
intending  to  si^tliattiiey  had  not  been  in  mai^ 
instances  violated,  as  they  had  boUi  demanded 
and  yielded  to  a  compensation,  as  proper  for 
such  violations. 

The  Minister  of  Exterior  Kelations,  (Talley- 
rand,) in  a  letter  of  Aogast  28,  1796,  says: 
"  Therefore,  it  never  thought  of  making  war 
against  them,  nor  exciting  civil  commotions 
among  them ;  and  every  contrary  snpporation 
is  an  insult  to  common  sense." 

On  the  part  of  the  United  State^  it  is  well 
known  that  she  always  professed  and  detennhied 
to  maintain  a  neutral  piosition.  In  the  instroo- 
tions  to  onr  envOTs.  SSd  October,  179S,  it  la 
said,  this  conduct  of  tne  French  Bepublio  would 
have  well  justified  an  immediate  declaration 
of  war  on  uie  part  of  the  United  States;  but, 
desirous  of  mamtaining  peace,  and  still  willing 
to  leave  open  the  door  of  reconciliation  with 
France,  the  United  States  contented  thonselves 
with  preparation  for  defence  and  measures  cal- 
culated to  protect  their  commerce." 

The  American  ministers,  in  a  letter  dated 
20th  August^  1800,  speaking  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress annulhng  the  treaties,  say,  if  it  "had 
amounted  to  a  cause  of  war,  yet  as  the  wisdom 
of  France  reconciled  it  to  peace,  its  application, 
on  the  principle  of  war,  to  the  eitinmiishment 
of  claims,  would  be  inexplicable/'  Many 
other  documents  mi^t  be  adduced  to  prove 
tiie  positions  which  have  been  tak^  but  I  for- 
bear, my  object  being  only  to  exhibit  sufficient 
to  show  tiie  relations  of  the  two  nations,  and 
the  manner  in  which  these  claims  wore  dis- 


[Seiutb. 

diarged.  Does  it  beoome  tiie  United  Statea 
now  to  allege  that  theae  ddms  diould  not  be 
pidd  by  her,  for  other  and  different  reasons 
than  those  which  France  used  to  avoid  com- 
pensation ?  France  never  seriously  muntained 
that  the  claims  were  extinguished  by  war ;  and 
how  can  the  United  States  now  introdnoe  each 
adefenoet 


TpisDAT,  December  88. 

Mr.  Cla.t,  from  the  joint  committee,  appoint- 
ed  at  the  last  sesuon  of  Congress,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  oration  o<mtemph^edtobe  delivered 
ccHnmemorative  oi  the  life  and  character  of 
General  La&yette.  made  a  report  thereon,  con- 
cAnding  with  the  following  jomt  resolution: 

Retolvedhg  tkt  8*naU  and  Home  of  Beprtttnta- 
Hva,  That  Wednesday,  the  81st  instant,  be  tbo  time 
asrigned  for  the  delivery  of  the  oration  by  Jomr 
Qdinot  Adahs,  before  the  two  Houses  of  Congress, 
on  Uie  life  and  character  of  General  liafayette ; 

That  the  two  Houses  shall  be  called  to  order  by 
their  respective  pred^ng  officers  at  the  xmaal  hom; 
and  Uie  joamal  (» the  pr»»diiig  day  dull  be  read,  t»t 
all  l^islatiTe  bosInesB  shall  be  san>ended  on  that  day ; 

Tut  the  oration  shall  be  deUvered  at  half-put 
twelve  o'clock,  in  tiie  hall  of  the  House  of  Bepresent- 
atiTea; 

That  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  the 
heads  of  the  several  Departments,  the  French  minis- 
ter ud  members  of  the  French  legation,  all  other 
ftndgn  mhdsten  at  the  seat  of  Government,  and  the 
menuteq  of  their  respective  I^ationa,  be  invited  to 
attend  on  that  occasion  by  the  chairman  of  the  joint 
committee ; 

That  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  heads 
of  the  several  Departments,  the  Frendi  minister  and 
membera  ni  the  French  legation,  &e  other  foreign 
ndnisteis  at  the  seat  of  Govemm^t,  and  the  mem- 
bers of  their  respective  legations,  and  John  Qcimct 
Abahs,  be  requested  to  assemble  at  half-past  twelve 
o'clock,  P.  v.,  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  and  tiM  they, 
with  thQ  Senate,  shall  be  attended  by  the  joint  com- 
mittee to  the  tudl  of  the  House  of  RepresentaUves ; 

That  the  galleries  of  the  House,  under  the  direction 
of  Its  offioers,  diall  be  open  on  that  day  for  the  ao- 
o(Hnmodation  of  sifth  dtisens  as  may  think  proper  to 
attend. 

Mr.  0.,  in  oontinnation,  observed  that  a  sim- 
ilar report  would  that  morning  be  made  in  the 
other  House;  and  that,  as  the  resolution  under 
which  the  committee  had  acted  originated 
there,  it  was  not  deemed  necessary  to  pro- 
ceed further  until  after  some  action  was  had  in 
that  House.  He  moved,  therefore,  that  the 
whole  subject  be  for  the  present  laid  on  the 
table ;  whiui  moticm  was  adopted. 

Vbdnesdat,  December  24. 
Colonel  Leitetudoff«r. 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Oolonel  John  Eugene 
L^tensdorfer  coming  up  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  the  bill  having  been  read — 

Mr.  BamcoK  requested  the  Secretary  of  tbo 
Senate  to  read  the  report. 
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[Here  follows  the  report,  Um  flubattnoe  of  which 
iriu  if^eir  In  the  EMiHufcB  wUch  acoompanied  It] 

The  reading  being  finished,  l£r.  Bebton  pro- 
ceeded to  call  to  the  reooUeodon  of  the  Senate 
Bome  historical  facts  which  iUnstrated  the  case 
of  the  petationer,  and  ahowed  his  ample  claim 
to  the  relief  which  was  now  proposed  to  he 
granted  to  him. 

The  enterprise  of  Qeneral  Eaton,  he  said,  was 
anthorized  07  ^e  GoTemment.  His  phm  of 
co-operation  with  the  naval  attack  on  Tripoli 
by  a  military  movement  from  the  interior^  re- 
ceived the  sanction  ctf  Mr.  Jeffown'a  admmis- 
tration,  and  he  was  directed  to  ezeonte  it.  The 
first  step  in  this  plan  was  to  find  oat  and  bring 
into  its  views,  tM  exiled  BaiAiAW,  ^met  Oara- 
malli,  then  a  fbg^tive  from  his  conntrj,  and 
wandering,  it  was  not  known  where,  in  some 
part  of  Egypt,  For  this  ^oipoee  General  Eaton 
was  carried  to  Alexandria  m  a  national  ship, 
and  prooeedm^  thence  to  Grand  Ouro,  there 
learned  that  Eamet  was  in  Upper  Egypt,  in  the 
camp  of  Elfl  Bey,  then  at  war  with  &e  Tnrks, 
and  the  Tnrki^  troops  oconpyioff  the  inter- 
mediate country.  It  was  evident  that,  without 
the  instmmentality  of  a  faithfbl  agent,  who 
could  pass  both  among  the  Tnrks  and  Maine- 
lakes,  his  enterprise  was  at  an  end.  Colonel 
Lwteiksdorfer,  then  in  Grand  Cairo,  and  in  the 
Turkish  sernce,  became  that  agent,  succeeded 
in  the  poiloiu  nndertakiiuk  and  retamed  with 
Hunet  to  Alezandila.  There  ad  expedition, 
savoring  more  of  romance  than  of  history,  was 
set  on  foot,  Abont  one  hmidred  Christiana, 
o(dlected  from  the  str^lers  and  adventurers 
<^  ^  nations ;  four  or  five  hundred  Hoors  and 
Arabs,  a  hundred  camels  to  carry  bagxage  and 
provisions,  undertake  to  cross  the  desert  of 
Lybia,  six  hundred  miles,  -to  dethrone  the 
Bashaw  of  Tripoli,  restore  the  rightful  heir,  and 
release  four  hundred  Americans  from  the  chains 
and  dungeons  of  Tripolitan  slavery.  They 
were  fifty-dx  days  in  the  desert,  soffering  every 
thing  inddent  to  sooh  a  J|oaniey,  and  snoh  a 
mixture  of  nations  and  r^^^ons.  Twent^y-five 
days  tiiey  were  witiiout  meat;  fifteen  without 
bread;  often  withont  water,  and  sometimes 
drinldng  it  from  dstems  from  which  the  bodies 
of  murdered  men  had  first  to  be  lianled  out. 
Almcwt  every  day  the  Arabs  mutiided;  some- 
times for  more  pay,  sometimes  for  rations; 
always  with  threats  to  the  Christians,  who  were 
constantly  standing  to  their  arms  ag^nst  their 
associates.  At  the  end  of  nearly  two  months 
they  arrive  at  Deme,  capture  it,  anient  their 
forces  to  twdve  or  fifteen  hundred  men,  defeat 
the  Bashaw's  tawps  in  the  field,  and  have  every 
prospect  of  mardung  as  conquerors  upon  Tri- 
polL  At  this  Juncture,  (18th  of  June,  1805,)  the 
iTnited  States  frigate  Obnstellalion  anchors  be- 
fore Deme,  and  every  heut  beats  high  with  the 
prospect  of  the  pronused  naval  co-operation, 
and  the  immediate  march  upon  Tripoli.  On 
liie  contrary,  she  came  from  Tripoli,  brought 
news  of  the  treaty  of  peace  and  amity  just 
signed  by  lb*.  Lear  with  the  rdgning  Buhaw, 


and  sent  fbr  General  Eaton  to  oome  on  board 
immediately,  with  his  Christian  foUovers,  the 
exiled  Basluiw,  and  his  principal  officers,  in  con- 
formity to  the  third  article  of  the  treaty,  which, 
bound  the  United  States  to  withdraw  their 
forces  immediately  from  Deme,  and  to  give  no 
aid  to  the  rebel  subjects  of  the  Bashaw  at  that 
place.  This  was  a  thundabcdt  to  General 
Eaton ;  but  he  bad  no  time  fw  oomplaints.  To 
esowe  was  the  diffionlty:  to  ortriaate  th« 
Ohnstians  and  oldA&  from  their  deserted  asso- 
ciates, was  as  perilouB  as  indispensable,  and  was 
efi'eoted  by  stratagem,  under  cover  of  the  night, 
and  by  the  aid  of  the  unfortunate  Hamet  Mr. 
B.  here  read  an  extract  of  a  despatch  from 
General  Eaton  to  Commodore  Bodgers,  wliich 
showed  the  difficulty  and  peril  of  this  i^>erataon. 

Hr.  B.  continued :  A  massacre  was  under- 
stood to  have  taken  place  the  next  day  amone 
the  deserted  followers  of  Hamet,  and  the  revolted 
inhabitants  of  Deme,  who  had  not  saved  them- 
selves  by  fiying,  during  the  night,  to  the  moun- 
tains and  deserts.  Hamet  and  ma  retinue  lost 
everything;  tents,  baggage,  horses,  which  were 
ton^  loose  as  they  disnumnted,  on  the  seashore. 

Hamet  and  his  friends,  Mr.  B.  said,  were 
carried  to  SyraiODaeL  whence  he  addressed  a 
pathetio  a|>peal  to  the  people  tiu  United 
States. 

This  afi'ecfang  u)peal,  said  Kr.  B.,  waa  not 
lost  m>on  Mr.  Jenerson's  administration.  An 
act  of  Congress  was  immediately  passed  for  the 
temporary  relief  of  Hamet,  and  m  terms  that 
implied  a  determination  to  make  him  a  perma- 
nent provision ;  but  his  death  intercepted  the 
intended  boon,  and  Christian  honor  remained 
nnvindioated  to  a  Mossnlman  prince. 

Mr.  B.  fl^oglzed  finr  this  alidit  digreBston 
on  tiie  snUect  <»  Hamet  Oaramam,  who  seemed 
to  htm  to  have  been  a  good  man,  tried  in  the 
desert  by  the  Christians,  and  fiMmd  tme~ 
unfortunate  and  his  misfortune  doubled  by 
his  donnecuon  witii  Americans,  He  would  pro- 
ceed with  the  case  of  the  petitioner.  Dropped 
at  Syracuse  by  the  American  frinte^  pouulesa 
and  a  stranger  ther^  he  tnmM  his  eyes  to 
America,  and  received  from  General  Eaton  the 
testimonial  which  was  to  be  his  title  to  tiie 
hospitality  and  Justice  of  tiie  American  Govern- 
ment and  people, 

"  STKAOtrsa,  Jvly  16,  180((. 

"I  certify  that  Colonel  Qeidg,  of  Leitenadorfer, 
has  been  seven  meaths  in  the  serrice  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  in  capacity  of  inspector  general 
and  diief  engineer,  willi  the  allied  forces  on  the 
coast  of  Amca ;  passed  the  deserts  of  Lybia  with 
them,  and  was  aztremeW  luefhl  and  active  in  the 
ddieDoes  of  Dane  iriille  m  oor  hinds :  for  vhidi  be 
merits  the  re^wct  and  protecUon  of  the  dtixens  and 
GovenuDoK  ttf  the  United  States. 

"WILLIAM  EATON. 
"  ZTnttel  jSttofea  naxy  agent  of  M«  tevercd  Bar* 
barySegeruiet,  ana  late  commaiuh^ckirf 
the  force*  at  Deme. 

*' Countw^jned :  GeoegbDtsor, 
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But  Colonel  Leitensdorfer  hoi.  a  ooa  in  the 
T^rol,  the  conntrf  of  hia  natiTity,  and  it  was 
hi3  intention  to  bring  that  son  to  America,  In 
attempting  to  reach,  him,  he  enoonntered  new 
misfortanes.  At  Yelona,  in  Dalmatia,  he  was 
recognized  by  the  Tnrfca,  seized,  and  made  a 
slave.  Escaping  on  board  an  English  schoon- 
er, and  totaUy  destitate,  he  entei^d  as  a  non- 
commissioned officer  in  Oonnt  Frob^g^s  for- 
eign renment  at  Malta.  At  the  end  of  edx 
months  he  obtained  his  discharge,  couched  in 
terms  of  peculiar  respect  uid  honor,  whidli  Mr. 
B.  read  to  the  Senate.  Betoming  to  Sicily,  he 
embarked  on  board  an  imperial  vessel  to  sul  for 
America.  Here  a  new  midbrtmie  overtook  bini. 
The  Austrian  vessel  was  captured  by  a  French 
privateeiy  and  himself  agun  stripped  of  every 
thing.  Iiaally,  by  the  asdstanoe  of  ib*.  Apple- 
ton,  the  United  States  oonsol  at  L^hom,  he 
was  enabled  to  reach  the  country  on  which,  for 
four  years,  he  had  fixed  his  eyes  and  his  mpw. 
Arrived  here,  his  first  object  was  to  find  General 
Eaton,  who  received  him  as  a  brother  in  anus 
and  misfortune,  and  by  whose  biographer  he 
la  thus  mentioned: 

"  la  December,  1809,  be  was  vidted  by  Leltena- 
Aorkr,  01  Kngene,  the  man  irtKKu  he  smt  to  Upper 
Sgnt  in  sesrdi  of  the  ex-Baahaw,  and  wbo  acted  as 
a  colonel  In  the  battle  of  Deroe.  No  man  ever  ap- 
peared to  be  more  gndfled  than  General  Eaton  by 
this  mexpected  vidt  Leitensdorfer  tarried  several 
days,  then  took  his  departure  for  the  City  <tf  Wash- 
ington, having  first  received  from  Eaton  cerdficates 
of  his  unrewarded  services,  and  reconuDendations  to 
General  Bradley,  <^  the  Senate,  and  other  members 
of  Congress,  to  enable  bim  to  snhBtuitiate  and  ob- 
tain his  daes." 

At  Washington  Oolonel  Leitensdorfer  became 
a  petitioner  to  Congress,  and  at  the  end  of  two 

rrs  obtained  the  pittance  whloh  it  mentidned 
his  petition,  namely,  three  hundred  and 
twen^  acres  of  land,  for  his  perflou  enteiv 
prise  in  drawing  Hamet  Oaramalll  from  &» 
Uamelute  camp  in  Upper  Egnrt,  vhidi  land 
vas  to  be  located  west  of  ue  Mi'wi'Wippi, 
where  no  land  office  was  opened  for  seven 
years,  afterwards;  and  the  pay  of  a  captain  of 
infantry,  without  emolomentB,  for  the  seven 
months  which  he  served  with  General  Eaton ; 
the  very  act  whidi  paid  him  as  aoaptain,  re<^ 
ing  his  troe  rank  of  acyutant  and  inspector  gen- 
era). 

The  land  warrant  which  he  had  obtuned,  and 
which  was  to  I>e  located  west  of  the  Hissis- 
i^i,  turned  his  ftce  towards  the  Territoiy  of 
lussonri,  where  he  mairiedL  became  a  culti- 
vator,  father  of  a  ftmUy,  and,  tat  twoify-two 
years,  a  model  of  labor,  of  indostry,  and  <^  irre- 
proachable propriety  of  conduct.  His  mode 
of  cultivation  is  strictly  European;  garden, 
orchard,  vineyar^  bees;  every  thing  the  best 
of  its  kind,  and  semng  in  the  market  of  St.  Louis, 
with  the  same  hands  that  raised  them,  the  fruits 
of  his  daily  labor. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  oonfined  himself  to  that 
part  of  tbe  petitioner^  hi8t(»7  which  was  neees- 


[Snun. 

sary  to  make  out  his  title  to  the  relief  which 
he  prayed ;  but  what  he  bad  related  was  the 
most  inconsiderable  portion  of  his  eventful  life. 
Educated  for  the  priesthood,  he  betook  himself 
to  arms  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  and  yraa  cadet  of 
hussars  at  the  inege  of  Belgrade  under  Marshal 
Laudobn.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the  wars  of 
the  French  revolution,  he  served  under  Marshal 
OlairfUt,  in  the  Low  Conntriea;  afterwards 
under  the  Arohdnke  Charles  on  the  retreat  of 
Horean.  Ilien  he  served  in  Italy  undurAlvinzi, 
Wnnnror,  and  SfeUs.  TotoeA  to  qoit  the 
AoBtrian  eervioe,  far  a  dud  with  a  brother 
officer,  he  ran  for  four  years  a  ctxwr  of  advea- 
tQr&  embracing  Europe,  Asia,  and  Africa,  almost 
rivalling,  in  reality,  tbe  fabulous  inventions  of 
the  Arabian  Nights.  A  peddler  of  watches  in 
Switzerland,  a  Oapubhin  friar  in  Sicily,  a  pil- 
grim at  Jerusalem  and  at  Mecca ;  the  keeper  of 
a  cafa  in  Alezmdria;  a  traveller  in  £)^pt, 
Nubia,  and  Abysdnia ;  a  Turkish  dervis  at  Bag- 
dad; a  phyaidan  atTrebizond;  his  various  for- 
tune brought  him  to  Constantinople,  where  be 
took  eervioe  in  the  Turkic  anny  destuied  to 
Egypt  to  reduce  the  Mamelukes,  and  arrived  at 
Grand  Cairo  in  1B04  Atthiapo^thialustoiy 
connects  itself  with  that  of  General  Eaton  and 
the  e3q>ediliQa  to  Dome,  and  ia  known  to  the 
Senate, 

Mr.  B.  added  that,  for  nearly  twenty  years,  be 
had  personally  known  the  petiti<me^  wid  never 
knew  a  more  exemplary  citizen.  Reproach 
had  never  been  coupled  with  his  name.  He 
had  the  respect  of  every  gentleman  of  intdll- 
genoe,  and  was  able  to  add  to  the  information 
of  all ;  for  he  spoke  ten  languages,  and  was  fa- 
miliar with  the  great  events  which  had  con- 
TOlsed  Europe,  Asia,  and  Africa,  for  twenty 
^ears  of  their  most  eventful  history.  His  pride 
IS  now  to  live  en  pkUotopkey  as  he  calls  it,  work- 
ing for  his  fiimi^  and  educating  his  children. 
Bathe  wants,  what  he  thinks  la  due  to  him,  the 
rix  himdred  voA  forty  acres  of  land  whioh  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives  voted  to  him  in  1811, 
for  brining  off  Hamet  Oaramalli  at  the  double 
risk  of  Ms  life,  and  whioh  the  Senate  reduced 
to  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres :  and  the 
p^  and  emoluments  of  oolonel  and  adjutant 
general,  which  was  his  real  rank  in  bur  service, 
instead  of  the  pay,  without  emoluments,  of  cap- 
tain  of  infantry,  which  he  was  not.  And  tiien  a 
penrion  for  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

Mr.  PoiHDBXTEE  olfjected  to  the  bill,  and  in- 
quired whether  G^ersl  Eaton  had  ever  received 
und  for  hie  aervioea  at  Deme. 

Ifr.  BunoH  beUered  that  Graieral  Eaton  had 
not  received  any  land  finm  the  United  States. 
He  deemed  him  a  meritorious  and  injured  man ; 
and  if  his  heirs  should  apply  to  Congress,  be 
would  view  their  i^pUoation  as  standing  on  the 
same  foot  with  the  grant  to  General  Luayette, 
and  on  a  better  foot  than  stood  the  grant  to  the 
Foli^  exiles,  for  both  of  which  he  had  votfnl. 

Mr.  Bkbton,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr,  Pbbs- 
TOH,  and  several  Senators,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  pension  olaose,  whioh  wap  dcueb 
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The  bill  wu  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

TnBBDXT,  December  SO. 

A  Vaaaagfi  mu  reodved  from  tlie  Prerideat 
of  the  TTnited  States,  commimicating  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  the  papers 
r^ating  to  tiie  refosal  of  the  Freot^  Govern- 
ment to  make  provirion  for  the  exeontioD  of  the 
trea^  of  Joly,  1881,  between  tiie  United  States 
and  France.  The  Message  was  in  req>onae  to 
the  resolntion  snbmitted  1^  Ur.  Out  and  adopt- 
ed some  days  ago, 

Ur.  Vasquu  moved  that  the  papers  be  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations, 
and  that  they  be  printed. 

Ur.  Oalhoun  expressed  a  wish  that  the  mo- 
tion to  print  might  inclnde  the  debates  of  the 
French  OhambwB  npon  the  snl^eot  of  the  treaty, 
and  the  letter  of  Mr.  lUyeB,  which  was  anp- 
posed  to  haTe  caused  some  diffionlty  on  the 
BQbJeot  of  the  appropriation.  He  wished  Uiat 
a  fbU  and  complete  view  of  tSie  whde  snlt|eot 
might  be  liid  before  the  nation. 

Ur.  Uanouic  8^d  there  were  also  two  or 
three  other  important  letters  which  it  was 
necessary  to  have  printed ;  he  would,  however, 
confine  hiunotion  now  only  to  the  reference,  ana 
withdraw^e  motion  to  print. 

Mr.  Oalhouk  also  withdrew  his  motion  to 

Erint  the  debates,  imd  expressed  a  hope  that  the 
onorable  member  Ob,  ilxsauk)  would  attend 
to  it  at  ^e  proper  time. 

Hie  oommnmoation  and  doonments  were  then 
referred. 


Wkdhbbdat,  December  81. 
The  Senate  did  not  ut  to-day,  being  engaged 
in  attending  the  delivery  of  the  oration  before 
the  two  Houses  of  Oongress  by  John  Quinot 
Adams,  on  the  life  and  character  of  General 
Lafayette,  agreeably  to  a  Joint  reeolnti(m. 


TusBDAT,  January  6, 1886. 
IVench  Eelationt. 

ICr.  Olat,  flrcnn  Uie  Oomndttee  on  Foreign 
Belations,  to  which  had  been  reCBrred  tiiat 
part  of  the  President's  message,  amMrtalning  to 
onr  relations  with  Frano&  made  a  r^wrt, 
which  concloded  by  a  resolntion,  "  That  it  is 
Ineroedient  at  this  time  to  paas  any  law  vest- 
ing in  the  President  authority  for  weiring 
reprisals  upon  French  property,  in  the  con- 
tingency of  provirion  not  being  made  for  pay- 
ing to  tlie  United  States  the  indemnify  stipn- 
lated  by  the  treaty  of  1881,  during  the  pearat 
tiesaion  of  the  French  Ohambers." 

Mr.  Out  said  that  he  should  propose  to 
make  this  report  ai^  rescdotion  the  spe<ual 
order  for  as  early  a  day  aa  ml^t  be  agreeable 


[Jahvaxt,  1886. 

to  the  Senate,  He  would  say  this  day  week. 
He  then  moved  that  the  report  be  niade  the 
special  order  for  this  day  week,  and  prilled. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  30^000  extra 
copies  ordw«d. 

Exewtiioo  Patrwage. 
The  following  reKdndim,  offiered  yeetad^ 
by  Mir.  OALHomr,  was  taken  up  and  adopted : 

JUkIvmL,  That  a  select  oomndttee  be  appointed 
to  Inquire  into  the  extent  of  executive  patrooago; 
the  oinnmutanoes  which  have  contributed  to  its 
greatinereasBofUte;  the  expediency  and  piaetioa- 
bility  of  reducing  the  same,  and  the  means  of  meh 
raducUcn ;  and  Utat  they  have  leave  to  report 
bill  or  otbenrise. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  OALHOim,  it  was  ordered 
that  the  committee  ocnudst  of  az. 

Ur.  0.  wished  tiiat  the  committee  might 
oonsist  of  two  members  temx.  each  of  the 
politionl  parties ;  for  it  is  well  known,  said  Ur. 
O.,  that  there  are  difTereoit  poHtical  interests 
hi  the  Senate.  That  when  he  conndered  the 
extent  of  executive  patronage  and  influence, 
and  its  important  effect  upon  our  future  proe- 
pecta,  he  wished  to  go  into  its  consideration 
free  from  all  pr^ndices,  and  to  give  it  an  im- 
partial consiaeration.  He  wished  the  com- 
mittee might  be  immediately  appointed. 

And  so  the  Senate  proceeded  to  ballot  for 
the  committee,  when  Messra.  Oalhous,  South- 
ard, Bibb,  Wsbbtbb,  Bbhtox,  and  £ma  of 
Gecngia,  were  elected. 


WSDBEBDAT,  JbIOUTJ  7. 

Oration  qfMr.  AtUma. 

Ur.  Cut  rose  to  perform  a  dnty  whioh  was 
assigned  to  him,  as  otuurman  of  the  Joint  com- 
mittee on  the  subject  of  honoring  the  memory 
of  Wayette.  He  stated  that  uie  thanks  ca 
Uie  two  Houses  had  been  presented  to  Ur. 
Adams,  by  order  of  Ooncrees.  bis  reply  to 
which  had  been  received.  Toe  committee 
had  also  addressed  a  letter  to  Hi,  Adajib, 
requesting  a  copy  of  his  oration  for  publica- 
tion. The  reply  to  that  letter,  assenting  to  the 
wish  of  Oongress  thus  oommonioated,  was  now 
before  him;  wd  he  should  move  to  lay  these 

gapers  on  the  table.  It  was  now  hb  duty,  ud 
e  felt  some  embarrassment  in  its  performance^ 
to  move  the  printing  of  the  oration.  If  he  were 
to  be  goidedby  his  opinion  of  the  great  talents 
of  the  orator,  and  the  extraordinary  merit  of  the 
oration,  he  felt  that  he  should  be  unable  to 
Enieoify  any  number.  But  it  was  necessary  to 
fix  on  some  number.  As  the  House  had  order- 
ed 60,000  copies,  it  would  hardly  be  necessary 
{<ff  the  Senate  to  order  as  many.  Ir  the  pro- 
portion of  the  Senate  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
eenb^ves,  he  thought  that  about  10,000  would 
be  the  proper  number.  He  would,  therefore, 
propose  that  mimber,  although  he  should  be 
enwely  satisfied  with  a  greatw  or  less  nomber, 


Oradon  of  Mr.  Adami. 


Digitized  by 


DEBATED  OP  OONaSBSS. 


545 


JjufiMxr,  1885.] 

as  the  Senate  might  determine.   He  condaded 
with  moving  that  10,000  copies  he  printed. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 


Thubsdat,  Jannarr  8. 

HreaA  SpeUatioM. 

The  bill  making  oompensatiinL  far  Trench 
epdiatioiu  prior  to  1800,  being  onder  oonnder- 
auott— 

Mr.  Wbiabt,  of  KewTork,  said:  Henndw^ 
etood  the  triends  of  this  bill  to  pnt  its  merits  open 
the  single  and  distinct  ground  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  had  released  France 
from  the  payment  of  the  daims  for  a  oonaider- 
ation,  passing  directly  to  the  benefit  of  onr 
Govemment,  and  Ailly  eqnal  in  valae  to  the 
claims  themselves.  Mr.  W.  sud  he  should 
•rgoe  the  sevml  qnesUona  presented,  npon  the 
snpporition  that  uds  was  toe  extent  to  which 
the  Mends  of  the  toll  had  gone,  or  were  dis- 
posed togo,  in  dtin^g  a  liability  on  the  part 
of  the  Tmited  States  to  pay  the  claimants; 
and,  thus  onderstood,  he  was  ready  to  proceed 
to  m  examination  of  the  strength  of  this  posi- 
tion. 

His  first  dnty,  then,  was  to  examine  the 
relations  ousting  between  Pranoe  aod  the 
United  States  prior  to  the  commencement  of 
the  disturbances  oat  of  which  these  dums 
have  arisen ;  and  the  discharge  of  this  duty 
woold  compel  a  dry  and  nninteresting  reference 
to  the  several  treaties  which,  at  that  period, 
governed  those  relationi. 

The  Borenteenth  artide  of  the  treaty  of 
an^ty  and  commeroe  of  the  6tb  Tebroaiy, 
1778«  was  the  first  of  these  references,  and  tiiat 
artiol  Is  was  in  the  following  words : 

[The  article  read.] 

This  article,  Hr.  W.  sud,  wonld  be  found  to 
be  one  of  the  most  material  of  all  the  stipola- 
tions  between  the  two  nations,  in  an  examina- 
tion of  the  diplomatio  correspondence  daring 
the  whole  period  of  the  distarbances,  from  the 
breaking  oat  of  the  war  between  France  and 
England,  in  1798,  nntU  the  treaty  of  the  80th 
September,  1800.  The  privileges  cldmed  by 
France,  and  the  exdn^ons  she  insisted  on  as 
appUoable  to  the  other  belligerent  powers, 
were  firaitfa!  aonrces  of  complaint  on  both  sides, 
and  oonstitoted  many  material  points  of  dis- 

rsment  between  the  two  nations  through 
entire  interval.  What  these  daims  were 
on  the  part  of  France,  and  how  far  they  were 
admitted  by  the  United  States,  and  how  far 
controverted,  will,  Hr.  W.  said,  be  more  prop- 
erly considered  in  another  put  of  the  arga- 
ment.  As  connected,  however,  with  this 
branch  of  the  relations,  he  thonght  it  necessary 
to  refer  to  the  twenty-second  artide  of  the  same 
treaty,  which  was  in  the  following  words: 

[The  utiole  read.] 
ICr.  W.  8(ud  he  now  passed  to  a  different 
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branch  of  the  relations  between  the  two  conn- 
tries,  as  established  by  this  treaty  of  ami^  and 
commerce,  which  was  the  reciprocal  right  of 
dther  to  carry  on  a  free  trade  with  the  enemies 
of  the  other,  restricted  only  by  the  stipolations 
of  the  same  treaty  in  rdation  to  artides  to 
be  oonstdered  oontrabuid  of  war.  This  redp* 
ncal  right  is  d^ned  in  the  twuity-third 
artide  of  the  treaty,  wLidi  is  In  the  words 
following: 

[The  artide  read.] 

The  restrictions  as  to  artides  to  be  hdd  be- 
tween the  two  nations  as  contraband  of  war, 
Mr.  W.  Bud  were  to  be  fonnd  in  the  twenty- 
fourth  artide  of  the  same  treaty  of  amity  and 
o(nnmeroe,  and  were  as  fdlows : 

[The  artide  read.] 

Mr,  W.  said,  this  dosed  his  references  to  this 
tref^,  with  the  remark,  whioh  ha  wished 
earenub-  borne  in  mind,  that  tike  aooepted 
pnblio  law  was  greatiy  departed  from  in  this 
last  artidft.  I^visions,  in  their  broadest 
sense,  materials  for  ships,  ri^King  for  ships,  and 
indeed  almost  all  the  artides  of  trade  men- 
tioned in  the  long  exo^>tion  in  the  artide  of 
the  treaty,  were  artides  contraband  of  war  bj 
the  law  of  nations.  This  artide,  therefore, 
placed  oar  commerce  with  France  npon  a  foot- 
ing wlddy  difilerent,  in  ease  of  war  between 
France  and  any  third  power,  from  the  roles 
which  woald  regulate  that  commeroe  with 
the  other  belligerent  with  whom  we  might  not 
have  a  similar  oonmnerdal  treaty.  Such  was 
its  effect  as  compared  with  oar  relations  with 
England,  with  whioh  power  we  had  no  com- 
mercial treaty  whatever,  but  depended  upon 
the  law  of  nations  as  oar  oommerdal  role  and 
standard  of  intercoarse. 

Mr.  W.  B^d  he  now  passed  to  the  treaty  of 
alliance  between  France  and  the  United  States, 
of  the  same  date  with  the  treaty  of  amity  and 
commerce  before  referred  to,  and  his  first 
reference  was  to  the  11th  artiae  of  this  latter 
treaty.  It  was  in  the  following  words : 

[The  artide  read.] 

This  artide,  Mr.  W.  add,  was  the  most 
important  reference  he  had  made,  or  conld 
make,  so  Car  as  the  daims  provided  for  by 
this  bill  were  concerned;  be^nse  he  under- 
stood the  friends  of  the  bill  to  derive  the  prin- 
cipal condderation  of  the  United  States  whidi 
created  their  liability  to  pay  the  ddms,  frcnn 
the  guarantee  on  the  part  of  the  United  Statea 
contdned  in  it.  The  Senate  wonld  see  that 
the  artide  was  a  mutual  and  redprocd  goar- 
ant«e,  1st.  On  the  part  <^  the  United  States  to 
France,  of  her  posBessions  in  America ;  and  2d. 
On  the  part  of  France  to  the  United  States,  of 
their  "liberty,  sovereignty,  and  independence, 
absolute  and  unlimited,  as  well  in  matters 
of  Government  as  oommerce,  and  dso  their 
possessions,"  <fec ;  and  that  the  respective  guar- 
antees were  "  forever."  It  wooli  by  and  by, 
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i^pear  io  what  manner  this  snarantee  on  the 
part  of  onr  Government  was  cuimed  to  be  the 
foondiUiion  fw  this  pecuniary  responsibility 
for  millions,  bat  at  present  he  most  oomplete 
his  references  to  the  treaties  which  formed  the 
law  between  the  two  nations,  and  the  mle  of 
their  reli^oos  to  and  with  each  other.  He 
bad  bat  one  more  article  to  read,  and  that 
was  important  only  as  it  went  to  define  the 
one  last  dted.  Ttds  was  the  12th  article  of 
the  treaty  of  alliaace,  and  vaa  as  follows : 

[The  ardek  read.] 

These,  s^d  Mr.  W.,  are  the  treety  stipniBp 
tions  between  France  and  the  United  States, 
existing  at  the  time  of  the  commencement  of 
the  disturbances  between  the  two  coun tries, 
which  nve  rise  to  the  clums  now  the  subject 
of  consideration,  and  which  seem  to  bear  most 
materially  upon  the  points  in  issae.  There 
were  other  providons  in  the  treaties  between 
tibe  two  Covemments  more  or  less  applicable 
to  the  present  disoasrion,  bnt,  in  the  conrse  he 
had  marked  oat  for  himself  a  reference  to 
tiiem  was  not  indit;>ensable,  and  he  was  not 
disposed  to  ooeapy  the  time  or  weary  the 
panenoe  of  the  Sienate  with  more  ot  these 
dry  doonmentary  qnotationa  than  fae  fbond 
abaolot^y  essential  to  a  Adl  and  dear  onder- 
Btmding  of  the  points  he  proposed  to  exam- 
ine. 

Ifr.  yf.  said  he  was  now  ready  to  present 
the  origin  of  the  claims  which  formed  the 
sn^eot  of  the  bill.  The  war  between  France 
and  England  broke  ont,  according  to  his 
recollection,  late  in  the  year  1792,  or  early  in 
the  year  1798,  and  the  United  States  resolved 
apon  preserving  the  same  neatrsl  position 
between  those  heUigereots,  which  they  had 
aasomed'  at  the  oommeuoemoit  of  the  war 
between,  F^ce  and  oertain  oUier  European 
Powers.  This  nentrafi^  on  the  purt  of  the 
United  States  seemed  to  be  aoeeptable  to  the 
tiioi  French  B^nbUo,  and  her  minist^  in  the 
Uidted  States  and  her  ^plomatic  agents  at 
home  were  free  and  distinct  in  their  expres- 
dons  to  this  effect. 

Still  that  Bepablic  made  broad  claims  under 
the  17th  article  of  the  treaty  of  amity  and 
commerce  before  quoted,  and  her  minister 
here  assumed  the  right  to  purchase  ships,  arm 
them  as  privateers  in  our  ports,  commisuon 
officers  for  them,  enlist  our  own  citizens  to 
man  them,  and,  thus  prepued,  to  send  them 
from  onr  porta  to  cmise  against  Enfj^lsh  vessds 
upon  onr  coast  Many  prizes  were  made, 
which  were  brouffht  into  oar  ports,  submitted 
to  the  admiralty  jarisdtction  conferred  by  the 
IVench  RepabUo  npon  her  consuls  in  the 
United  States,  condemned,  and  the  captured 
vessels  and  cargoes  exposed  for  sale  in  our 
markets.  These  practices  were  immediately 
and  earnestly  complained  of  by  the  British 
Goremment  as  violations  of  the  neutrality 
which  oar  Qovenmient  had  declared,  and  whiui 
we  assumed  to  maintain  in  regard  to  bQ  the 


[Jabukt,  1835. 

belligerents,  as  fovors  granted  to  one  of  the 
belligerents  not  demandable  of  right  under 
onr  treaties  with  France,  and  as  wholly  incon- 
sistent, according  to  the  rales  of  interna- 
tional law,  with  our  continnance  as  a  neutral 
power.  Oar  GoTemment  so  fiir  yielded  to 
these  complaints  as  to  prohibit  the  French 
from  fitting  oat,  arming,  eqmpping,  or  com- 
missioning privateers  in  oar  ports,  and  from 
iw>n«riTig  oar  dtinoos  to  bear  arms  under  the 
French  fiag. 

This  decomon  of  the  rights  of  Fraaoe^  mider 
the  ttesty  al  amity  and  oommereej  prodnoed. 
warm  remonstraDces  from  her  nunister  in  the 
United  States,  but  was  finally  ostensibly 
acquiesced  in  by  the  Republic,  idthou^  con- 
stant complaints  of  evasions  and  viol^ons  of 
the  rule  continued  to  baraas  our  Government^ 
and  to  occupy  the  attention  the  respective 
^j^omaUsts. 

The  exdosive  privilege  of  our  ports  for  her 
armed  vessels,  privateers,  and  their  prizes, 
granted  to  France  by  the  treaty  of  amity  and 
conuneroe,  as  has  before  been  seen,  exdted 
the  Jealou^  of  England,  and  she  was  not  dow 
in  sending  a  portion  of  her  vast  navy  to  Une 
oar  coast  aadblot^  up  our  ports  and  harb(Hn. 
The  inscdenoe  of  power  inmoed  some  of  her 
anned  vessels  to  enter  our  ports,  and  to  re- 
m^  in  violation  of  our  treaty  with  France^ 
though  not  by  the  consent  of  oar  Government, 
or  when  we  had  the  power  to  enforce  the 
treaty  by  their  ejection.  These  incidents 
however,  did  not  wl  to  form  the  sabject  of 
new  oharges  from  the  French  ministers,  of  bad 
fiuth  oa  oor  part,  of  partiality  to  England  to 
the  pr^udice  of  our  old  and  &ithfiil  ally,  of 
permitted  violations  of  the  treaties,  and  of  an 
inefficienoy  and  want  of  zeal  in  the  perform- 
ance ot  oar  daties  as  neatnls.  To  give  point 
to  these  oonmlaint^  some  ftw  insfamoes  oo- 
oarredin  which  Bntish  vesaels  broo^t  tb^ 
prizes  into  onr  ports,  wb^er  in  all  esses 
under  those  casualties  of  stress  of  weather,  or 
the  dangers  of  the  sea,  which  rendered  the 
act  in  conformity  with  the  treaties  and  the  law 
of  nations  or  not.  is  not  perhaps  very  certain 
or  very  materia^  inasmuch  as  the  spirit  of 
complaint  seems  to  have  taken  possession  of 
tiie  F^nch  n^laators,  and  these  acts  gave 
colorable  ground  to  their  remonstrancesu 

Cotemporaneously  with  these  grounds  of 
misundenitanding,  and  these  collidons  of  inter> 
est  between  the  belligerents,  and  between  the 
interest  of  elthn  of  utem  and  the  i^eservatiui 
of  our  neatraUly,  the  French  bwan  to  discover 
the  disadvantages  to  tiiem,  ana  the  great  ad- 
vantages to  the  British,  of  the  cUfferent  rules 
which  governed  the  conmierce  between  the 
two  nations  and  the  United  States.  The  role 
between  us  and  France  was  the  commercial 
treaty  of  which  the  articles  above  quoted  form 
a  part,  and  the  rule  between  us  and  Great 
Britain  was  that  lud  down  by  the  law  of 
nations.  Mr.  W.  siud  he  woud  detwn  the 
Seoate  to  p(^t  ont  bat  two  of  the  differ«ioea 
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between  these  rules  of  commerce  and  inter- 
conrse.  because  npon  these  two  principally 
depended  the  difflooltles  which  followed.  The 
first  WBB,  that,  hy  the  treaty  between  na  and 
France,  "  free  ships  shall  also  ^ve  afreedom  to 
the  goods ;  and  every  thing  shall  be  deemed 
'to  be  free  and  exempt  which  shall  be  found 
on  board  the  ships  belong^  to  the  snlyects 
of  either  of  the  confederatea,  although  the 
whole  lading,  or  any  part  thereof  6homd  ap- 
pertain to  the  enemy  of  either,  contraband 
goods  being  always  excepted while  the  law 
of  nations^  which  was  the  rale  between  ns  and 
England,  made  the  goods  of  an  enemy  a  law- 
fol  prize,  although  fonnd  in  the  vessel  of  a 
friend.  Hence  it  followed  that  French  prop- 
erty on  board  of  an  American  vessel  was 
subject  to  capture  by  Britidi  oraiBBni  without 
indignity  to  our  flag,  or  a  Tidaticm  to  inter- 
national Ikw,  wbOe  British  property  on  board 
of  an  American  Tedsel  ooula  not  be  captured 
by  a  French  vessel  without  an  insult  to  the 
flag  of  the  United  States,  and  a  direct  violation 
of  the  twenty-third  article  of  the  treaty  of 
amity  and  commerce  between  ns  and  France, 
before  referred  to. 

Hr.  W.  •  said,  the  second  instance  of  disad- 
vantage to  France  which  he  proposed  to  men- 
tion, was  the  great  difference  between  the 
articles  made  contraband  of  war  by  the 
twenty-fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  amity 
and  domraerce,  before  read  to  the  Senate,  and 
by  the  law  <n  naUons.  By  the  treaty,  pro- 
visions of  all  kinds,  ship  timber,  ship  tackle, 
Qgaaa  only  excepted,)  and  a  large  Ust  of  other 
articles  of  trade  and  commerce,  were  declared 
not  to  be  contraband  of  war,  wbUe  the  same  ar- 
ticles are  expressly  made  contraband  by  the  law 
of  nations.  Hence  an  American  vessel,  clearing 
for  a  French  port  with  a  car^  of  provisions 
or  ship  stores,  was  lawful  prize  to  a  British 
cruiser,  as,  by  the  law  of^  nations,  carrying 
articles  contraband  of  war  to  an  enemy,  while 
the  same  vessel  clearing  for  a  Britisn  port 
with  the  same  cargo,  oould  not  be  captored  by 
a  French  vessel,  beeaose  tJie  treaty  dedared 
that  the  articles  composing  the  cargo  should 
not  be  contraband  as  between  tiie  United 
States  and  France.  Ifr.  W.  said  tbe  Senate 
oonld  see,  at  a  single  glance,  how  eminentiy 
these  two  advantages  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain  vere  calculated  to  turn  onr  commerce 
to  her  porta,  where,  if  the  treaty  between  us 
and  France  was  observed,  our  vessels  could  go 
in  perfect  safety,  while,  laden  with  provisions, 
our  only  considerable  export,  and  destined 
for  a  French  port,  they  were  liable  to  capture, 
as  carrying  to  an  enemy  contraband  articles. 
Upon  their  return,  too,  they  were  equally  ont 
of  danger  from  French  croiaers,  as,  by  the 
treaty,  free  ships  made  free  Hba  goods  on 
b<wd ;  while,  if  they  cleared  from  a  port  in 
France  with  a  French  cargo,  they  were  lawfdl 
prize  to  the  British,  upon  the  principle  of  the 
law  of  nations,  ttiat  the  goods  of  an  enemy  are 


lawfol  prize,  eroi  when  fbnud  in  tlie  veaael  of 
a  friend. 

Both  natto&i  vne  In  oonstaat  and  mgent 
want  of  provimons  from  the  United  SM«ja 
and  this  double  advantage  to  En^and  of' 
having  her  ports  open  and  to  our  vesseli, 
and  of  possessing  the  right  to  capture  those 
bound  to  French  porta,  exasperated  the  Froioh 
Bepublic  beyond  endurance.  Her  miniflters 
remonstrated  with  our  Oovemment,  contro- 
verted our  constmction  of  British  ri^ts,  again 
renewed  the  accusations  of  partiality,  and 
finally  threw  off  the  obligations  of  the  treaty, 
and,  by  a  solemn  decree  of  their  anthorities 
at  home,  established  tiie  rule  which  governed 
the  practice  of  the  British  cruisers.  France, 
assoming  to  believe  that  the  United  States 
permitted  the  ncmtrality  of  her  flag  to  be 
violated  "by  the  Britiidi  witlioat  TcastanosL 
declared  that  she  wonld  treat  th«  flag  of  all 
neutral  Teasels  as  that  flag  should  permit  itsdf 
to  be  treated  by  the  other  belligerents.  This 
opened  our  commerce  to  the  almost  indis- 
criminate plunder  and  depredation  of  all  the 
powers  at  war,  and  but  for  the  want  of  the 
provisions  of  the  United  States,  which  was  too 
strongly  felt  both  in  England  and  France  not 
to  govern,  in  a  great  d^ree,  the  policy  of  the 
two  Qations,  it  wonld  seem  probable,  from  the 
documentary  history  of  the  period,  that  it  must 
have  been  swept  ftom  the  ocean.  Impelled 
by  this  want,  however,  the  British  adopted  the 
role,  at  an  early  day,  that  the  prtnidons  oa»< 
tured,  although  in  strict  legal  sense  fori^ted, 
as  being  by  the  law  ofnations  contraband,  should 
not  be  oonflsoated,  but  carried  into  Engliah 
ports,  and  paid  fbr  at  the  market  price  of  the 
same  provisions  the  port  of  their  destination. 
The  same  want  compelled  the  French,  when 
they  came  to  the  conclusion  to  lay  aside  the 
obligations  of  the  treaty,  and  to  govern  them- 
selves, not  by  solemn  compacts  with  friendly 
powers,  but  by  the  standards  of  wrong  adopted 
by  their  enemies,  to  adopt  also  tiie  same  rule, 
and  instead  of  confiscating  the  cargo  as  contra- 
band of  war,  if  provisions,  to  decree  a  com- 
pensation padnated  1^  the  mar^  value  at  the 
pent  of  destination. 

Saoh,  said  Ur.  W.,  Is  a  succinct  view  of  tiis 
^^nrbances  between  France  and  the  United 
States,  and  between  France  and  Great  Britain, 
out  of  which  grew  what  are  now  called  the 
Frendi  claims  fbr  spoliations  upon  onr  com- 
merce prior  to  the  80t^  of  September,  1800. 
Other  Bol^eots  of  difference  might  have  had  a 
remote  influence ;  but,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  believed 
it  would  be  admitted  by  all  that  those  he  had 
named  were  the  principal,  and  might  be 
assumed  as  having  given  rise  to  the  commer- 
cial irregularities  in  which  the  claims  com- 
menced. This  state  of  tiungs,  without  material 
change,  continued  until  the  year  1708,  when 
onr  Government  adopted  a  course  of  measnres 
intended  to  soapend  onr  intercourse  with 
France  until  she  should  be  brought  to  respect 


jnvadi  JS^etialiom  prior  f»  1800. 
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OUT  right!.  These  measures  vera  perseverad  in 
hj  tiie  United  States  up  to  Scptembw,  1800, 
■nd  wan  tenmnated  hj  the  tnafy  between 
ffioB  two  Batioiu  of  Am  80Ui  of  that  numUi. 
jBere,  too,  trnmoAted  claims  which  now  occiq^ 
tiie  attenti<»i  of  the  Senate. 

As  it  was  the  object  of  the  daintants  to  show 
a  liabUity  on  the  part  <rf  our  OoTerament  to 
paj  their  obums  and  the  bill  nnder  discnssion 
assomed  that  liabilit;r>  provided,  in  part  at 
least,  for  the  pajmeot,  Mr.  W.  said  it  beoanw 
hb  autf  to  inquire  what  the  GoTemmtart  had 
done  to  obtain  indemni^  for  these  claimants 
from  France,  and  to  see  whether  n^lisence  on 
its  part  had  famished  equitable  or  legal  gronnd 
Ibr  the  institiition  of  tUs  large  d^m  upon  the 
national  treasnrj.  The  period  of  time  oowad 
by  the  claimai  aa  he  nnderatood  the  solfjeol^ 
was  from  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  between 
France  and  En^and,  in  1798,  to  the  Ktgning  <jt 
the  treaty  between  France  and  the  United 
States  ka.  September,  1800 ;  and  he  would  eon- 
ader  tbe  edmts  Ooreziimeiit  had  made  to 
obtain  indemnity. 

Int.  Fnm  1798  to  1798. 

2d.  From  1798  to  the  treaty  of  the  SOth  Sep- 
tember, 1600. 

Doring  the  first  period,  Mr.  W.  said,  these 
efforts  were  c<mflned  to  negotiation,  uid  he 
fdt  safe  in  the  aasertitm  that,  dncing  no  equal 
period  in  the  history  of  oar  GoTemment,  oadH 
there  be  forad  inch  nntiring  and  nnremitted 
exertions  to  obtam  Jostioe  for  intizeiis  who  had 
been  iqjored  ia  thev  pr(q>erties  by  I2ie  nnlaw- 
fai  acts  of  a  fordgn  power.  Any  one  who 
would  read  the  mass  of  diplomatic  correspond- 
ence b^ween  this  QoTemment  sod  France, 
from  1798  to  1798,  and  who  would  mark  the 
frequent  and  extraordinary  miamons,  bearing 
oonstantiy  in  mind  that  the  recovery  of  these 
chums  was  the  ooly  gromid  npon  oar  part 
for  the  whole  n^otiation,  woald  find  it  difflcolt 
to  say  where  negligence  towards  the  rights 
and  interest  of  its  citizens  is  impotable  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  St^es  daring  this 
period.  He  was  not  aware  that  aobh  an  impo- 
tatim  bad  been  or  would  be  made  ;  but  eure 
he  was  that  it  conld  not  be  made  with  Jnstice, 
or  aostained  by  the  facta  upon  record.  Ho 
liability,  therefore,  eqmtable  or  l^;al,  had  been 
incurred  up  to  the  year  1798. 

And  if^  said  Mr.  W.,  negligence  is  not  impu- 
table prior  to  1798,  and  no  liability  had  then 
been  incarred,  how  is  it  for  the  seoond  period, 
from  1798  to  18001  The  efforts  of  the  former 
period  were  n^otiation,  constant,  earnest, 
extraordinary  ne^tistion.  What  were  they 
for  the  latter  period  f  His  answer  was,  war, 
aetoal,  open  war ;  and  he  believed  the  statute 
"book  of  the  United  States  would  Justify  him 
in  the  position.  He  was  well  aware  that  this 
point  would  be  strannoady  eonuvverted,  be- 
canse  the  friends  of  the  bill  would  admit  that, 
if  a  state  of  war  between  the  two  oo  an  tries 
cUd  eiast^  it  pnt  an  end  to  d^ms  existing  prior 
to  the  war,  and  not  provided  for  in  the  treafy 


of  peace,  as  well  as  to  all  pretmoe  for  dainu 
to  indemnitor  fyr  injuries  to  our  oommeroe 
eommitted  bj  our  flnen^  in  time  (tf  war.  Mi. 
W.  tM  he  had  found  tbe  evidenoee  so  numer- 
ous to  establish  his  podtitHi  tiiat  a  state  d 
actual  war  did  exist,  (Jiat  he  had  be«  qidte  at 
a  loss  from  what  portion  of  the  testimony  of 
record  to  make  fais  sdeetions  so  as  to  establish 
the  fact  beyond  reasonable  diqmte,  and  at  the 
same  time  not  to  weary  tiie  Senate  by  tedious 
references  to  laws  and  documents.  He  had 
finally  eondnded  to  confine  himself  exdoaivdy 
to  the  statute  booL  as  the  highest  posrible 
evidence,  as  in  his  judgment  entirely  conclnalve, 
and  as  bdng  susceptible  <tf  ata  arrangement 
and  condensation  which  would  OMivey  to  tbe 
Senate  tbe  wlu^  material  evidence  in  a  satia- 
fiutory  manner,  and  in  leas  compass  than  tbe 
woofs  to  be  drawn  finm  any  other 
He  had,  thereCm,  made  a  vary  Inief  abitnet 
of  a  f&w  statutes  which  he  wtmUl  lead  in  hb 
place: 

By  an  act  of  the  a8th  Kay,  17^  Oongrees 
authorized  the  capture  all  armed  vessels  of 
Tnaob  which  had  committed  depredatims 
upon  oar  commerce,  or  which  shonld  be  fonnd 
hovering  upon  onr  coast  for  the  pniposa  of 
oonmiitting  each  depredations. 

By  an  act  of  the  18th  of  June,  1798,  only 
aixteen  days  after  the  passage  of  the  fonner 
aetj  Oongma  prohilnted  m  vessels  of  the 
United  States  from  viating  any  of  the  ports 
of  France  or  her  dependenoiea,  nnder  tbe 
penalty  d  forfoitore  «  veesel  and  cargo,  re- 
quired every  veasd  dearing  for  a  foreign  port 
to  ^ve  b(md8  (the  owner,  or  factor  and 
master)  in  the  amount  of  the  vessel  and  carm, 
and  good  snreties  in  half  that  amount,  ooiui- 
tioned  that  the  veasd  to  which  tiie  dearaace 
was  to  be  granted  would  not,  voluntarily,  visit 
any  ^rt  of  France  or  her  dependendes ;  and 
prohibited  all  vessels  of  France,  armed  or  un- 
armed, or  owned,  fitted,  hired,  or  employed 
by  any  person  resident  within  the  territory 
of  the  Franch  BepubUo  or  its  d^midendea,  or 
suling  or  coming  ther^hm,  from  entering  or 
remaining  in  any  p<Ht  of  the  United  SMesL 
unless  permitted  by  the  Present  by  ^ecisl 
pasqxnt,  to  be  granted  by  him  in  eadi  case. 

By  an  act  of  the  26th  June,  1798,  only 
twelve  days  after  the  passage  of  the  last-men- 
tioned  act.  Congress  authorized  the  merchant 
vessels  of  the  United  States  to  arm,  and  to 
defend  themselves  against  any  search,  re- 
straint, or  seiznre,  by  vessels  suling  under 
French  colors,  to  repel  force  by  force,  to 
capture  any  fVench  vessel  attempting  a  seu^ 
restrunt,  or  seizure,  and  to  recapture  any 
Americaa  merchant  vessel  whidh  nad  been 
captured  by  tbe  French. 

Hera,  Ur.  W.  said,  he  filt  constrahied  to 
make  a  nmark  upon  the  character  of  these 
several  acts  <tf  Oimgrees,  and  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Senate  to  their  peculiar  adt^tation 
to  the  measures  which  speedily  followed  in 
ftitore  acta  of  the  naticmal  Legislatore.  The 
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first,  satborizing  the  captare  of  French  aimed 
vesaela.  was  peculiarly  oalonlated  to  pat  in 
martial  preparation  all  the  navy  which  the 
Uidited  State*  then  poeBOSBed,  and  to  thread  it 
npon  our  oout.  !nie  aecond,  estaibliBhiDg  a 
perfiact  non-interoonrae  with  Franoe,  was  sare 
to  call  home  oar  mendiuit  Tessela  from  that 
eomitry  and  her  dependendea,  to  confine 
within  oar  own  ports  those  Tessels  intended 
for  commerce  with  France,  and  thas  to  with- 
draw from  the  reach  of  the  French  cruisers  a 
large  portion  of  the  ships  and  property  of  oar 
oituens.  The  third,  anthoridng  our  merchant- 
men to  arm,  was  the  greatest  Indaoemeat  the 
Government  ooold  nve  to  its  dtizens  to  arm 
oar  whole  oommerolal  maiine,  and  was  sare 
to  pnt  in  warlike  pre^taraiion  as  great  a  portion 
of  oar  merohant  Tossels  as  a  desire  of  self- 
defence,  paMotism,  or  onpidity,  wonld  arm. 
Ooold  measnrea  more  eminently  calculated  to 
prepare  the  country  for  a  state  of  war  have 
been  devised  or  adopted !  "Was  this  the  inten- 
tion of  those  measures  on  the  part  of  the 
Government,  and  was  that  intention  carried 
oat  into  action  t  Hr.  W.  scud  be  wonld  let  the 
subsequent  acta  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  answer ;  and  for  that  parpoee  he  would 
proceed  to  read  from  his  abstract  of  those 
acts. 

By  an  act  of  the  28th  Jaue^  1798,  three  days 
after  the  paasage  of  the  sot  lart  refured  to, 
Congress  authorized  the  ftirfeltare  and  oon- 
d^nnation  of  all  French  vessels  oaptnred  in 
pnrsnance  of  the  acts  before  mentioned,  and 
provided  for  the  distribution  of  the  prize  money, 
and  for  the  confinement  and  support,  at  the 
expense  of  the  ITnited  States,  of  prisoners 
taken  in  the  captured  vessels. 

By  aa  act  of  the  7th  July,  1798,  nine  days 
after  the  passage  of  the  last-recital  act.  Con- 
gress declared  "  that  the  United  States  are  of 
right  fteed  and  exonerated  from  the  stipola- 
tions  of  the  treaties  and  of  the  consular 
eonvention  heretofore  oomdiided  between  the 
United  States  and  Fnaoo;  and  tihat  the  aame 
ahalt  not  hareforth  be  r^i;arded  as  legally 
obligatory  on  the  Qovermnent  or  tdtizens  <a 
the  United  States." 

By  an  act  the  9th  July,  1798,  two  days 
after  tiie  passage  of  the  act  declaring  void  the 
treaties,  Congress  authorized  the  capture,  by 
the  pablio  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
of  ul  armed  French  vessels,  whether  within 
the  jurisdictional  limits  of  the  United  States 
or  npon  the  high  seas,  their  condemnation  as 
prizes,  their  sue,  and  the  distribution  of  the 
prize  mone^;  empowered  the  Preiddent  to 
gcsDt  oommissions  to  private  armed  vessels  to 
make  tlw  aame  captures,  and  with  the  same 
rights  and  powers,  as  pnUio  armed  vessds ; 
and  provided  for  the  safe  keying  and  snroort 
of  the  priaonen  takm,  at  the  ezpoise  w  the 
United  States. 

By  an  act  the  9th  February,  1799,  Oon- 
gcm  ocnttoned  ^  lum^ateroonrae  between 
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the  United  States  and  France  for  one  yearfinra 
theSdoflfarch,  1799. 

By  an  act  of  the  9Sth  Febmary,  1799,  Oon- 
ness  provided  foe  an  exehange  of  prisoners  with 
France,  or  authorized  the  Prendent,  at  hii 
discretion,  to  send  to  the  dominions  of  Franca^ 
without  an  exchange,  sudi  prisoners  as  might 
remain  in  the  power  of  the  United  States. 

By  an  act  of  the  8d  March,  1799,  Congress 
directed  the  President,  in  case  any  citizens  of 
the  United  States  taken  on  board  vessds 
belonging  to  any  of  the  powers  at  war  with 
France,  by  French  vessels,  should  be  put  to 
death,  corporeally  panished,  or  anreosonably 
imprisoned,  to  retaliate  promptly  and  fully 
npon  any  French  prisoners  in  the  power  of  tfae 
United  States. 

By  an  act  of  the  STth  Febraary,  1800,  Con- 
gress agfdn  ocmtinned  the  non-intercourse 
between  oa  and  France  for  one  year  from  the 
8d  of  March,  1800. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  had  now  closed  the  references 
he  proposed  to  make  to  the  laws  of  Congress, 
to  prove  that  war,  actual  war,  existed  between 
the  United  States  and  France  from  July,  1798, 
until  that  war  was  terminated  by  the  treaty 
of  the  80th  of  September,  1800.  He  had,  he 
hoped,  before  shown  that  the  measures  of 
Congress,  np  to  the  passage  ctf  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  the  26th  of  Jnne,  1798,  and  indn^ng 
that  act,  were  appropriate  measnres  prepara- 
tory  to  a  state  of  war;  and  he  had  now  mown 
a  total  Buspw^on  of  the  peaceable  reloticms 
between  the  two  Governments  by  the  declarap- 
tion  of  Congress,  that  the  treaties  should  no 
longer  be  considered  binding  and  obligatory 
npon  our  Government  or  its  citizens.  What, 
then,  but  war  could  be  inferred  from  an  indis- 
criminate direction  to  our  public  armed  vessela, 
put  in  a  state  of  preparation  by  preparatory 
acts,  to  captare  all  armed  French  vessels  npon 
the  high  seas,  and  from  granting  commissions 
to  oar  whole  commercial  marine,  also  armed  by 
the  i^>eratioii  of  prenona  acta  of  Cmigresa, 
anthoming  them  to  make  the  same  owtures, 
with  regulwcma  applicable  to  both,  for  the 
condemnation  of  the  prizes,  the  distribution  of 
the  prize  money,  and  uiedetentdtm,  support^  and 
exchange  of  tiieprisonen  token  in  the  cap- 
tured vessels!  WHl  any  man,  said  1£x.  W., 
call  this  a  state  of  peace  ? 

[Here  Hr.  Wxbsteb,  chairman  of  the  select 
committee  which  r^>orted  the  bill,  answered 
"Certainly."] 

Mr.  W.  proceeded.  He  sud  he  was  not 
deeply  read  in  the  tireatdses  upon  national  law, 
and  he  should  never  dispute  with  that  leamea 
gentleman  npon  the  technical  defimtions  of 
peace  and  war  as  given  in  the  books ;  bnt  hia 
appeal  was  to  the  plain  sense  of  every  Seikator 
and  every  <dti2en  of  the  country.  Would  eithw 
call  that  state  of  things  which  he  had  described, 
and  which  he  had  shown  to  exist  frx>m  itta 
highest  of  all  evidence,  the  laws  of  Congress 
alone,  peace!  It  wasastoteof (^tenaadnndfs- 
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gulwd  hostill^,  of  force  oppoeed  to  force,  of 
war  upon  tiie  ocean,  as  &r  as  our  QorerniiieDt 
were  m  command  of  the  means  to  carry  on  the 
maritime  war.  If  it  was  peace,  he  should  like 
to  be  informed  "by  the  friends  of  the  bill  what 
wonld  be  war.  This  was  violence  and  blood- 
shed, the  power  of  the  one  nation  ^Mnst  the 
power  of  the  other,  reciprocally  exhibited  b^ 
physical  force. 

Oouple  wiUk  thU  the  withdrawal  by  France 
of  her  minister  from  this  Gorernment,  and  her 
nftual  to  reoelTS  the  American  oommiedon, 
oraudsting  of  Ueaan.  Hanhall,  Hnokney,  and 
Gorry,  and  the  consequent  sospeDsion  of  n^^ 
tiations  between  the  two  GoTemmenta  during 
the  period  referred  to,  and  Mr.  W.  said  if  the 
facts  and  the  national  records  did  not  show  a 
state  of  war,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  know  what 
state  of  thfuf^  between  nations  shonld  be  oaUed 
war. 

If,  however,  the  Senate  should  think  him 
wrong  in  this  oomdosion,  and  that  the  claims 
were  not  utterly  barred  by  yrae,  he  trusted  the 
fiicts  disclosed  in  this  part  of  his  argoment  would 
be  oonsidered  snffieient  at  least  to  protect  the 
faith  of  the  Government  In  the  disciiarge  of  its 
whole  duty  to  its  dtizens ;  and  that  after  it  had 
earned  on  these  two  years  of  war,  or,  if  not 
war,  ot  aotnal  force  and  actual  fighting,  in  which 
the  blood  oi  its  citizens  had  been  she^  and  their 
lives  saerifloed  to  an  unknown  extent,  for  the 
single  and  sole  purpose  of  enforcing  these  claims 
of  individuals,  the  imputation  of  negligence,  and 
hence  of  liabiUty  to  pay  the  claims,  would  not 
be  urged  as  growing  out  of  this  portion  of  the 
oonduct  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  now  came  to  oonnder  the 
treaty  of  tha  80th  September,  1800,  and  the 
reasons  which  q>pear8a  plainly  to  his  ndnd  to 
have  indnoed  the  American  negofiatora  to  place 
tiiat  negoUatloa  upon  toe  basis,  not  of  an  exist- 
ing war,  but  of  a  continued  peace.  That  such 
was  assumed  to  be  the  basis  of  the  negotiation, 
he  believed  to  be  true,  and  tois  faot,  and  this 
ftot  only,  so  £ar  as  he  had  heard  the  arguments 
of  the  friends  of  the  bill,  was  depended  upon 
to  prove  that  there  had  been  no  war.  He  had 
attempted  to  show  that  war  in  fact  had  existed, 
and  been  carried  on  for  two  years ;  and  if  he 
oould  now  show  that  the  inducement,  on  the 
part  of  the  American  ministers,  to  place  the 
negotiation  whidi  was  to  put  an  end  to  the  ex- 
Irtmg  hostilUies  ap<Hi  a  peace  baua,  arose  fnnn 
no  oonsideratioDB  a  national  ot  pwtioal  otst- 
actor,  and  from  no  ideas  of  oonsiBtenoj  with  the 
existing  stato  of  &ots,  but  solely  from  a  desire 
still  to  save,  as  far  as  n^ht  be  in  their  power, 
the  interests  of  these  claiinants,  he  should  sub- 
mit with  great  confidence  that  it  did  not  lay  in 
toe  moatlu  of  toe  same  claimants  to  turn  round 
and  claim  tois  implied  admission  of  an  absence 
of  war,  thus  made  by  toe  agents  of  toe  Govern- 
ment oat  of  kindness  to  them,  and  an  excess  of 
r^ard  for  their  interests,  as  the  basis  of  a  liabil- 
ity to  pay  toe  damages  which  toey  had  sustained, , 
ud  wiih]h  tUa  di^fHuatio  mtrath,  like  all  the 
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previous  steps  of  the  Government  fiiiled  to  re- 
cover for  them.  What,  toen,  "itr.  President, 
said  Mr.  W.,  was  toe  subject  on  our  part,  of  toe 
constant  and  laborious  negotiations  carried  on 
between  the  two  Governments  from  1793  to 
1796 1  The  claims.  What,  on  our  part,  was 
the  object  of  the  disturbances  from  1796  to  1800 
— of  the  non-intercourse — of  toe  sending  into 
service  our  navy,  and  arming  our  merchant 
vessels — of  our  r^ng  troc^  and  providing 
armies  on  toe  laud— of  toe  expenditure  of  toe 
millions  taken  from  the  treasury  and  added  to 
our  public  debt,  to  equip  and  sustain  toese  fleeta 
and  armies?  The  cMms.  Whr  were  our  (dti- 
zens sent  to  captore  toe  French,  to  spill  thdr 
blood,  and  lay  down  toeir  lives  upon  the  high 
seas  f  To  recover  toe  claims.  These  were  the 
whole  matter.  We  had  oootoer  demand  upon 
Fnmce,  and,  upon' oar  part)  no  other  cause  <^ 
difference  wito  her. 

What  public,  or  national,  or  political  object 
bad  we  in  toe  ne«otiatiou  of  1800,  which  led 
to  the  treaty  of  toe  80to  September  of  tiiat 
year  f  None,  but  to  put  an  eiu  to  toe  existing 
tuMtilities,  and  to  restore  t«^(»u  of  peace  and 
friendship.  Theae  could  have  been  as  well 
seoared  by  n^tiatingk  upon  a  war  as  a  peace 
basis.  Indeed,  as  toere  were  in  our  former 
treaties  stipulations  which  we  did  not  want  to 
revive,  a  negotiation  upon  toe  basis  of  existing 
war  was  preferable,  so  far  as  the  interests  of  toe 
Government  were  concerned,  because  that 
would  put  all  questions,  growing  out  of  former 
treaties  between  the  parties,  forever  at  rest. 
Still  our  negotiators  consented  to  put  the  u^o- 
tiation  upon  the  basis  oi  continued  peace,  and 
why?  Because  toe* adoption  of  a  basis  t>f  ex- 
isting war  would  have  mired  effeotoaUr  and 
forerer  all  classes  of  the  claims.  This,  lb*.  W. 
said,  was  the  only  posrible  assignable  reason  for 
toe  course  pursued  by  the  American  negotiators ; 
it  was  toe  only  reason  growing  out  of  the  exist- 
ing facts,  or  out  of  toe  interests,  public  or 
private,  involved  in  toe  difficulties  between  the 
two  nations.  He  toorefore  felt  himself  fol^ 
warranted  in  toe  concIusioQ,  toat  the  American 
ministers  preferred  and  adopted  a  peace  basis 
for  the  negotiation  which  resulted  in  toe  treal7 
of  toe  80to  of  September,  1800,  solely  from  a 
wlto,  as  far  as  toey  might  be  aUe,  to  save  toe 
intereste  d  oar  dtiaena  luring  claims  agunrt 
France. 

Did  they,  Mr.  Freddent,  said  Ur.  W.,  suooeed 
hy  tob  arafloe  in  benefiting  the  dtizens  who 
had  sustained  ii^nries?  He  would  let  toe  treaty 
speak  for  itself.  The  Showing  are  «rtraots  from 

the  4to  and  6to  articles : 

"  Art.  4.  Property  captured,  aod  not  yet  defim* 
tlvely  condemDOfl,  or  vhioh  may  bo  osptarad  befcne 
the  exchange  of  ratlfieatlwB,  (eontralwiid  goods 
destined  to  an  enemy's  port  exeqtted,)  shall  be  JUOr 
tnally  restored  on  the  ftOowing  Tfnat  of  omier- 
ship:" 

[Here  follows  toe  form  of  proo^  when  the 
arndaprooaeds:] 
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"Thia  article  iIuH  take  effect  fiom  tlie  date  of 
the  rignatura  of  the  prnMot  conTentios.  And  if, 
from  iko  date  of  the  said  signature,  any  propertj 
■ball  be  coDdemned  contrarj  to  the  Intent  of  the 
said  cooTentioD,  before  the  knowledge  of  this  atip- 
vlaUon  shall  be  obtdned,  the  property  so  oondenmed 
shall,  without  delay,  be  restored  or  paid  for." 

"  AST.  6.  The  debts  contracted  for  bj  one  of  the 
two  nations  with  iadiTiduals  of  the  other,  or  hj  in- 
dividuals of  the  one  with  individuals  of  the  other, 
ohalt  be  paid,  or  the  payment  may  be  prosecuted  in 
the  same  manner  as  if  there  had  b«en  no  misim> 
dentanding  between  the  two  States.  BattUiclanse 
shall  not  extend  to  IndemnMeB  olaimed  on  aooonnt 
of  captures  or  conflecntiona." 

Here,  Hr.  W.  said,  was  evidence  from  the 
treaty  itseU^  that,  by  wanming  a  peace  basis  for 
the  negotiation,  the  property  of  our  merohants 
o^tored  and  not  condemned  was  saved  to  Uiem, 
and  that  certain  classes  of  claimaote  against  the 
French  Govenunent  were  provided  for,  and 
their  rigbtaeiqareaalyreflerTea.  So  much,  there- 
fore, waa  gained  b7  oar  n^tiators  by  a  depart- 
ure from  the  footo,  and  negotiating  to  pnt  an 
end  to  existing  hoetilitlefl  upon  the  ham  of  a 
ccmtinned  petoa.  Wasitfthenjgeneroos  orjust 
to  permit  these  merchants,  becaase  onr  miaisters 
did  not  Bucoeed  in  saving  all  they  claimed,  to 
set  np  this  implied  admission  of  continned  peace 
as  the  foundation  of  a  liability  against  their  own 
Government  to  pay  what  was  not  recovered 
from  France  1  He  conld  not  so  consider  it,  and 
he  felt  sore  the  ooTintty  woold  never  oonsent  to 
so  responnble  an  implication  from  an  act  of  ex- 
cessive kindness.  Mr.  W.  said  he  most  not  be 
understood  as  admitting  that  all  was  notby  the 
^feot  of  this  treaty,  recovered  from  France, 
which  she  ever  recwniied  to  be  due,  or  ever 
iutended  to  pay.  On  the  contrary,  nia  best 
impiBsnon  was,  from  what  he  had  been  able 
to  learn  of  the  dunis,  that  Qm  treaty  of  Louis- 
iana provided  for  the  payment  ai  all  the  claims 
which  France  ever  admitted,  ever  intraded  to 
p^,  or  whidi  there  was  the  most  remote  hope 
ctf  recovering  in  any  way  whatever.  He  should, 
to  as  ubseqnent  part  of  his  remarks,  have  occa- 
sion to  examine  that  treaty,  the  claims  which 
were  paid  under  it,  and  to  compare  tiie  claims 
paid  with  tiioee  urged  befirn  the  treaty  of  Sep* 
tember,  1600. 

Ur.  w.  said  he  now  came  to  the  oonmderatimi 
of  the  liability  of  the  United  States  to  these 
dainunts,  in  ease  it  shall  be  dfltennined  by  the 
Senate  that  a  war  between  France  and  the 
United  States  had  not  existed  to  bar  all  ground 
of  claim  either  against  France  or  the  United 
States.  He  understood  the  daimants  to  put 
this  liability  upon  the  assertion  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  had  released  their 
claims  agfunst  France  by  the  treaty  of  the  80th 
of  September.  1800,  and  that  the  release  was 
made  for  a  fall  and  valuable  consideration  pass- 
ing to  the  United  States,  which  iu  law  and 
equity  made  it  their  duty  to  pay  the  claims. 
The  ooasideration  paanng  to  thie  United  States 
is  alleged  to  be  their  release  from  the  onerous 
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oblig^ws  imposed  upon  them  by  the  treaties 
<^  amity  and  commerce  and  alliance  of  1778, 
and  the  consular  convention  of  1778,  and  espe* 
oially  and  principally  by  the  seventeenth  article 
of  the  treaty  of  ami^  and  commerce,  in  relation 
to  armed  vessels,  privateers,  and  prizes,  and  by 
the  eleventh  article  of  the  treaty  of  alliance  con- 
taining the  mutual  guarantees. 

The  release,  Mr.  W.  said,  was  claimed  to 
have  been  made  in  the  striking  out,  by  the 
Senate  of  the  United  Statea.  of  the  second  ar- 
ticle of  the  treaty  of  80th  September,  1800,  as 
that  artide  waa  originally  inserted  and  agreed 
upon  by  the  respective  negotiators  o{  the  two 
powers,  and  as  it  stood  at  the  time  the  treaty 
was  ngned.  To  cause  this  point  to  be  dearly 
understood,  it  would  be  necessary  for  him  to 
trouble  the  Senate  with  a  history  of  the  ratifi- 
cation of  this  treaty.  The  second  artide,  as 
insvted  by  the  negotiators,  and  as  standing  at 
tiie  time  of  the  ^gniog  d  we  treatiy,  waa  in  the 
ftdlowing  words : 

*'Abt.  S.  The  ministers  plenipotentiary  tit  the 
two  powera  not  being  able  to  agree,  at  jvesent,  re- 
spec  tine  the  treaty  of  alliance  of  6th  February, 
1778,  the  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  of  the 
same  date,  and  the  convention  of  14th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1788,  nor  upon  the  indemnities  mutually  due 
or  claimed,  the  parties  will  n^oUate  fiirther  upon 
these  sntiiectB  at  a  convenient  nme ;  and,  until  A^f 
may  have  agreed  upon  these  points,  the  said  trea* 
ties  and  convention  shall  have  no  mmution,  and  the 
reUtiODS  of  the  two  countries  sbaU  be  regulated  aa 
follows:" 

The  reaidne  of  the  treaty,  lb.  W.  add,  waa 
a  substantial  copy  of  the  fomer  treaties  of  amilj 
and  oonmieroe,  and  alliance  between  the  two 
nations^  with  such  modifloatioos  as  were  dear- 
able  to  both,  and  as  experience  under  the  former 
treaties  had  shown  to  be  tar  the  mutoal  inJbBr' 
ests  of  both. 

This  second  artide  was  submitted  to  the 
Senate  by  the  President  aa  a  part  of  the  treaty, 
aa  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  the 
President  was  bound  to  do,  to  the  md  that  the 
tre^  might  be  properly  ratified  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States,  the  French  Government  hav- 
ing previously  adopted  and  ratified  it  aa  it  was 
ngned  by  the  respective  n^tiatora,  theseocnd 
artide  being  then  in  the  form  g^ven  above. 
The  Senate  reftised  to  advise  and  consent  to  this 
artide,  and  expunged  it  from  the  treaty,  inflat- 
ing fn  Its  place  the  following : 

"It  is  agreed  that  the  present  convention  dull 
be  in  force  for  the  term  of  d^t  years  from  the 
time  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratmcations.** 

In  this  shape,  and  with  this  modification,  the 
treaty  was  duly  ratified  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  returned  to  the  French 
Oovemment,  for  its  dissent  or  concurrenoe. 
Bonaparte,  then  f^rst  Oonsnl,  concurred  in  the 
modification  made  by  the  Senate,  in  the  fdlow- 
iog  language,  and  TXpom  the  oondition  thereis 
o^resfldd: 
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**  The  OorenuiMDt  of  tho  UiUted  SMm  baring 
added  to  its  ntifleadoa  that  the  cooTention  ihonld 
be  in  force  for  tlie  apace  of  eight  yean,  and  baTing 
omitted  the  second  arUde,  the  Oorernment  of  the 
French  Repnblle  eooseets  to  accept,  ratifr,  and  con- 
finn  the  abore  conTention,  vith  the  addition,  puiv 
portiog  that  the  coDTectioa  shall  be  in  &rce  for 
the  apace  of  eight  years,  and  with  the  retrench- 
ment of  the  second  article :  Provided,  That  by  this 
ntrendunent,  the  two  States  renounce  the  respec- 
ttre  pretandtHUi  vhkth  aro  the  oUect  of  the  said 

This  ratification  by  the  French  Bepnbltc,  thus 
qtialifled,  was  returned  to  the  United  States, 
and  the  treaty,  with  the  res^tare  conditional 
ratificataons,  was  agun  submitted  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  the  Senate.  That 
Iwdj  "resolved  that  they  considered  the  said 
oonTentioQ  as  ftiUy  Tatified,  and  returned  the 
Bflme  to  the  President  for  the  nsaal  promulga- 
tion ; "  wherenpon  he  completed  the  ratification 
in  the  usual  forms  uid  by  the  usual  pabUoation. 

This,  Hi.  W,  said,  was  the  dooamentary  his- 
tory  of  this  treaty  and  of  its  ratification,  and 
here  was  the  release  of  their  clums  relied  upon 
by  tiie  claimants  tmder  the  bill  before  the  Senate. 
Thij  contend  that  this  second  article  of  the 
treaty,  as  originally  inserted  by  the  negotiators, 
reserved  their  claims  for  future  negotiation,  and 
also  reserved  the  subjects  of  disagreement  under 
the  treaties  of  amity  and  commerce,  and  of  alli- 
ance, of  1778,  and  the  conmlar  oonventton  of 
1768 ;  that  Uie  ser^teenth  aitide  of  the  treaty 
of  ami^  and  commerce,  and  the  elerentli  artibio 

the  tntXf  of  alliance,  were  partjonlaily  oner- 
ous «>on  the  United  States ;  that,  to  discharge 
the  Government  ftom  the  onerous  obligations 
imposed  npon  it  in  these  two  articles  of  the 
respective  treaties,  the  Senate  was  induced  to 
expunge  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  of  the 
80th  of  September  above  referred  to,  and,  by 
consequence,  to  expnnge  the  reservatjon  of  their 
dumB  as  subjecta  of  future  negotiation  between 
the  two  nations ;  that,  in  thus  obtaining  a  dis- 
charge from  the  onerous  obligations  of  these 
treaties,  and  especially  of  the  two  articles  above 
cUalg^uted,  tiie  United  States  was  benefited  to 
an  amonntbeyond  the  whole  value  of  the  claims 
disoharged,  and  that  this  benefit  was  the  induce- 
ment to  the  expunging  of  the  second  article  of 
the  treaty,  with  a  full  knowledge  that  the  act 
did  discharge  the  olaima,  and  create  a  legal  and 
etjuitable  obligation  on  liie  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  pay  them. 

Thesej  Mr.  W.  said,  he  understood  to  be  the 
assumptions  of  the  cl^mants,  and  this  their 
coarse  of  reasoning  to  anive  at  the  conclusion 
that  the  United  States  were  liable  to  them  for 
the  amount  of  their  daims.  He  must  here  raise 
1  preUminary  qDestion,  which  he  had  satisfied 
himself  womd  ahov  uieee  aaannnrtions  of  the 
fildmantw  to  be  whoUy  without  foundation,  so 
flv  as  the  idea  of  benefit  to  the  United  States 
was  supposed  to  be  derived  from  ezpo^ng  this 
second  article  of  the  treaty  of  1600.  What,  he 
must  be  permitted  to  ask,  would  have  been  the 
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liability  of  the  United  States  under  the  "  oner- 
ous obligations  "  referred  to,  in  case  the  Senate 
had  ratified  the  treaty,  retaining  this  second  arti- 
cle I  The  binding  force  of  the  treaties  of  amity 
and  commeroe,  and  of  alliance,  and  oi  the  con- 
salar  convention,  was  released,  and  the  treaties 
and  oottvention  were  tbenudves  snspraded 
the  very  article  in  question ;  and  the  subjects 
of  disagreement  growing  out  of  them  were 
merely  made  matters  of  fntnre  n^^ation,  "  at 
a  convenient  time."  What  was  the  valne  or 
the  burden  of  sudi  an  obligation  upon  the 
United  States  t  for  this  was  ^e  only  obligation 
from  which  our  Government  was  released  by 
striking  ont  the  article.  The  value,  Hr.  W.  said, 
was  the  value  of  the  privilege,  being  at  perfect 
liberty,  in  the  premises,  of  assenting  to  or  dia- 
aentii^  f^m  a  bad  bargain,  in  a  matter  of  nego- 
tiation b^ween  onrselves  and  a  foreign  ppwer. 
This  was  the  oonrideratiou  pasring  to  me  United 
States,  and,  so  fiv  as  he  was  able  to  view  the 
sabjeot,  this  was  all  the  connderation  the  Gov- 
ernment had  received,  if  it  he  granted,  (which 
he  must  by  no  means  be  imderstood  to  ai&ifit,) 
that  the  striking  out  of  the  article  was  a  release 
of  the  claims,  and  that  such  release  was  intend- 
ed as  a  conuderation  for  the  benefits  to  aocme 
to  the  Government  from  the  aot 

Mr.  W.  said  he  felt  bonnd  to  dwell,  for  a  mo- 
ment, upon  this  point  What  was  the  valne  of 
an  obligation  to  negotiate  "at  a  oonvenieot 
time?"  Wasitanything  tobevalnedf  The 

oonvenieiit  time  "  mif^t  never  arrive,  ot,  if 
it  did  arrive^  and  negotiatimu  were  (^leaedf 
were  not  the  Qovemment  as  much  at  liberty  as 
in  any  other  case  of  n^otiatim,  to  refuse  prop- 
ontiona  which  were  deemed  duadvantageons 
to  itself!  The  treaties  were  anspended,  and 
could  not  be  revived  without  the  consent  of  the 
United  States;  and,  of  consequence,  the  "oner- 
ous obligations  "  comprised  m  certain  articles 
of  these  treaties  were  also  suspended  until  the 
some  consent  should  revive  them.  Gould  he^ 
then,  be  mistaken  in  the  ccmclnsion,  that,  if  the 
treaty  of  1800  had  been  ratified  with  the  second 
article  forming  a  part  of  it,  as  originally  agreed 
by  the  negotutmrs,  the  United  States  woold 
have  been  as  elfectaally  released  from  the  ooor- 
ous  obHgations  of  the  former  treaties,  until  tiioee 
obligations  should  again  be  put  in  force  by  thdr 
consent,  as  they  were  released  when  that  article 
was  stricken  out,  and  the  treaty  ratified  without 
it  1  In  short,  conld  ho  be  mistaken  in  the  post* 
tion  that  all  the  inducement,  of  a  national  char- 
acter, to  expunge  that  article  from  the  treaty, 
was  to  get  rid  of  an  obligation  to  negotiate  "  at 
a  convenient  time  I "  And  could  it  be  possible 
that  snch  an  inducement  would  have  led  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  understanding  this 
consequence,  to  impose  npon  the  Government 
a  liability  to  the  amount  of  $6,000,000 1  He 
oonid  not  adopt  so  absurd  a  supposition ;  and  he 
fdt  himself  compiled  to  say  toat  this  view  of 
the  action  of  the  Government  in  the  ratificatifm 
of  the  treaty  of  1800,  in  his  mind,  pat  an  end 
to  the  pretence  that  the  striking  oat  of  this 


ABBIDOHEKT  07  THK 

f^m^  Spt^atitm  prior  to  1800, 


Digitized  by 


DBBATBfl  Off  OONaBBSS. 


558 


JunuBT,  1885.] 


Ihul  ajfoHatimufna-  la  1800. 


tSnum 


artide  reliered  the  TTnited  States  from  obliga- 
tions «)  onerooB  as  to  form  a  valuable  oonsider- 
atioD  for  the  paj^eots  provided  fin  in  this  bill. 
He  ooold  not  view  the  obligation  released — a 
mere  obligation  to  negotiate — as  onerous  at  all, 
or  as  forming  anj  consideration  whatever  for  a 
peonniarj  liabOity,  much  less  for  a  liabilitj  for 
millions. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  now  proposed  to  conuder 
whether  the  effect  of  ezpni^Dg  the  second 
article  of  the  treaty  of  1800  was  to  release  anr 
claim  of  Talae — any  claim  which  France  had 
ever  ai^owledged,  or  over  intended  to  pay. 
He  had  before  ahown,  hj  eztraets  fmuL  the 
fooith  and  fifth  articles  of  tiie  trea^  ot  1800, 
that  certain  classes  of  cl^ms  were  saved  by 
that  treaty  as  it  was  ratified.  The  claims  so 
reserved  and  provided  for  were  paid  in  pnr- 
snanoe  of  provisions  contained  in  the  treaty 
between  France  and  the  United  States,  of  the 
80th  of  April,  1808 ;  and  to  determine  what 
claims  were  thos  paid,  a  reference  to  some  of  the 
articles  of  that  treaty  was  necessary.  The  ^nr- 
chase  of  Louisiana  was  made  by  the  Umted 
States  for  the  sum  of  80,000,000  of  A-anca, 
60,000,000  of  which  were  to  be  paid  into  the 
IVench  Ireasoiy,  and  the  remaining  &O,OO0lOOO 
vera  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  these 
daittu.  Three  separate  treaties  vere  made 
between  the  parties,  bearing  all  the  aame  date, 
the  first  providing  for  the  cession  of  the  terri- 
tory, the  second  for  tiie  payment  of  the  60,- 
000,000  of  francs  to  the  French  treasoTy,  and 
the  third  for  tiie  abutment  and  payment  of 
the  daims. 

Mr.  W.  said  the  references  proposed  were  to 
the  last-named  treaty,  and  were  the  following : 

"Akt.  1.  The  debts  due  by  France  to  dtlzena  of 
the  UDited  States,  contracted  before  the  8th  of 
Tendemiaire,  ninth  year  of  the  French  Republic, 
(80tb  of  September,  1800;)  shall  be  paid  according 
to  the  fdlowiag  regolatioDS,  vitb  interest  at  six 
per  cent.,  to  conunence  from  the  period  when  the 
accounts  and  Touchers  were  presented  to  the  French 
Ooverament. 

"  Abt.  2.  The  debts  provided  for  by  the  preced- 
ing  article  are  those  whose  result  Is  comprised  in 
the  coq^tural  note  annexed  to  the  present  con- 
vention,  and  wUch,  with  the  Interest,  cannot  ex- 
ceed the  sum  of  twenty  ndllioDS  of  ftanos.  The 
cUms  comprised  b  the  tald  note,  wUcb  &D  within 
the  exceptioas  of  the  following  articles,  shall  not 
be  admitted  to  the  bmeSt  of  this  provision." 

*'AaT.  4.  It  is  expressly  agreed  that  the  preced- 
ing articles  iball  oomprehei^  no  debts  bat  snch  as 
are  doa  to  eitbeui  of  tiie  United  States,  who  have 
been  and  an  yet  eredlton  <tf  France,  for  supplies, 
for  embargoes,  and  prises  made  at  sea,  in  which  the 
aiq)eal  has  been  poperly  lodged  witiiin  tiie  time 
mentioned  in  the  said  convention  of  the  8th  Yen' 
demiaire,  nmth  year,  (80th  September,  1800.) 

"  Aar.  6.  The  preceding  articles  shall  ajn^y  only, 
1st,  to  captures  which  the  cooodl  of  prues  shall 
have  ordered  restitntion,  it  being  wdl  naderstood 
that  the  claimant  cannot  have  recourse  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  otherwise  than  he  might  have  had  to  the 
Govenmant  of  the  French  Bepublie,  and  only  In 
case  of  the  {nsnadeaov  oS  the  aaptors;  Sd,  the 


debts  mentioned  in  the  said  fifth  article  of  the  con 
vention,  contracted  before  the  8th  Vendemiaire,  and 
9,  (30th  September,  1800,)  the  payment  of  which 
has  been  heretofore  claimed  of  the  actual  Qovem- 
ment  of  France,  and  for  which  the  creditors  have 
a  right  to  the  jvotection  of  the  United  ttates;  the 
sud  fifth  ar^e  does  not  comprehend  prizes  whose 
condemnation  has  been  or  shall  be  eotmnned ;  it  la 
the  express  intention  of  the  contacting  parties  not 
to  extend  the  benefit  of  the  present  convention  to 
reclamations  of  American  dUEens,  who  shall  have 
established  houses  of  commerce  in  France,  England, 
or  other  countries  than  the  United  States,  in  part- 
nership with  foreigners,  and  who  by  that  reason 
and  the  nature  of  their  commerce,  o«^t  to  be  re* 
garded  as  domiciliated  in  the  placea»where  such 
houses  exist.  All  agreements  and  bargnluB  con- 
cerning merchandise,  which  shall  not  be  the  prop* 
erty  of  American  citizens,  are  equally  excepted 
from  the  boiefit  of  the  said  convention,  saving, 
however,  to  such  persons  their  claims  in  like  man- 
ner as  if  this  treaty  had  not  been  made." 

From  these  provimons  of  the  treaty,  Vr.  "W, 
said  it  would  appear  that  the  claims  to  be  pidd 
were  of  three  descriptions,  to  wit: 

1.  Olums  for  snwlies. 

2.  Olums  for  embargoes. 

8.  Olaima  for  o^>tnre8  made  at  se^  of  a  de- 
soripticn  doflned  in  the  last  claase  of  the  4tb 
and  the  first  olanse  of  the  6th  article. 

How  far  these  claims  embraced  all  whidi 
France  ever  acknowledged,  or  ever  intended  to 
pay,  Mr.  W.  said  he  was  nnable  to  say,  as  the 
tune  allowed  him  to  examine  the  case  had  not 
permitted  him  to  look  sufficiently  into  the  doc- 
uments to  make  np  his  mind  with  precision 
npon  this  point.  He  had  found,  in  a  report 
made  to  the  Senate  on  the  14th  of  Jannary, 
1881,  in  favor  of  this  bill  by  the  honorable 
Mr.  Livingston,  then  a  Senator  firom  the  State 
of  Lonisiana,  the  following  classification  of  the 
French  claims,  as  inristed  on  at  a  period  before 
the  maUng  of  the  treaty  <tf  1800^  to  wit : 

"  1.  From  the  oqitore  and  detention  of  about 
fifty  vesselB. 

"S.  The  detention,  for  a  year,  of  eighty 
other  vessels,  under  tiie  Bordeaux  embargo. 

"  8.  The  non-payment  of  supplies  to  the  West 
India  i^ands,  and  to  continentiu  I^ranoe. 

"4.  For  dewedations  committed  on  our  com> 
meroe  in  the  West  Indies." 

Mr.  W.  Bi^d  the  comparison  of  the  two  clasn- 
fications  of  <daim8  wonld  show,  at  a  nngle  view, 
that  Nos.  2  and  8  in  Mr.  Uvingston's  list  were 

rvided  for  by  the  treaty  of  1808,  firom  which 
had  read.  Whether  any,  and  if  any,  what 
portions  of  Nos.  1  and  4  in  3£r.  livingston's 
fist  were  embraced  in  Ko.  8  of  the  provisions 
of  the  treaty  as  he  had  numbered  tiiem,  he  was 
unable  to  say;  bnt  this  much  he  ooidd  si^. 
that  he  had  foond  notiiing  to  satisfy  his  mmd 
that  parts  of  both  those  oiaBseB  of  olums  were 
not  BO  indnded,  and  therefore  provided  for 
and  paid  under  the  treaty ;  nor  had  he  been 
able  to  find  any  thing  to  show  that  this  treaty 
of  1808  did  not  provide  for  and  pay  all  the 
ciUiins  whioh  Frtnoe  erer  aoknowledged  or 
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ever  intended  to  pay.  He  was,  therefore,  nn- 
prepared  to  admit,  and  did  not  admit,  that  any 
thing  of  value  to  any  class  of  individual  clmm- 
ants  waa  released  by  expunging  the  second 
original  article  from  the  treaty  of  the  80th 
September,  1800.  On  the  contrary,  he  was 
Btrongly  impressed  with  the  bolief  that  the 
a4ivstment  of  dainu  provided  for  in  the  treaty 
of  1608  had  gone  to  the  whole  extent  to  wlam 
the  French  <^T«rmnent  had,  at  any  period  of 
the  n^tiations,  intended  to  go. 

Hr.  W.  said  this  impression  was  greatly 
strengthened  by  the  circumstance  that  the 
daims  under  the  Bordeaux  embargo  were  ex- 
pressly provided  tor  in  this  treaty,  while  he 
could  see  nothing  in  the  treaty  of  1800  which 
seemed  to  him  to  authorize  the  supposition 
that  this  class  of  claims  was  more  clearly  em- 
braced within  the  reservations  in  that  treaty 
than  any  class  which  had  been  admitted  by 
the  EVench  GrOTemment. 

Another  fact,  Hx.  W.  said,  was  material  to  this 
nul^eot  and  should  be  borne  carefully  in  mind  by 
every  Senator,  It  was,  that  not  a  oent  was  pud 
by  IVance  even  upon  the  claims  reserved  and 
admitted  by  the  treaty  of  1800,  nntil  the  sale 
of  Louisiana  to  the  United  States,  for  s  sum 
greater  by  thirty  millions  of  francs  than  that 
for  which  the  Stench  minister  was  instructed 
to  sell  it  Yes,  Mr.  President,  said  Mr.  "W.,  the 
only  payment  yet  made  upon  any  portion  of 
these  claims  has  been  virtually  made  by  the 
United  States ;  for  it  has  been  made  out  of  the 
consideration  money  paid  for  Louisiana,  after 
paying  into  the  French  treasury  ten  millions  of 
xhoios  hey(md  the  price  Fnnoe  hwself  placed 
npon  the  Territory.  It  is  a  dngolar  fiwt  that 
the  EVenbh  nei^atcn-  was  instrnoted  to  nuke 
the  sale  for  Hftj  millicMiB  if  he  ooold  ^t  no 
more ;  and  when  he  fbund  that,  by  yielding 
twenty  millions  to  pay  the  didms,  he  could  get 
eighty  millions  for  the  Territory,  and  thus  put 
ten  millions  more  into  the  treasury  of  his  nation 
than  she  had  instmcted  him  to  ask  for  the 
whole,  he  yielded  to  the  dums  and  closed  the 
treaty.  It  was  safe  to  say  that,  tnit  for  this 
speculation  in  the  sale  of  Loui^ana,  not  one 
dollar  would  have  been  paid  upon  the  claims  to 
this  day.  All  our  subsequent  negotiations  with 
France  of  a  dmilar  diaraoter,  and  our  present 
relations  with  that  country,  growing  out  of 
private  daims,  justify  this  podtioD.  What,  then, 
would  have  been  the  vdue  of  daima,  if  such 
fidrly  ffidsted,  which  were  not  acknowledged 
and  provided  for  by  tiic  treaty  of  1800,  but 
were  Idt  for  fbture  negotiation  "at  a  conven- 
ient timet"  Would  they  have  been  worth 
the  five  millions  of  dollars  you  propose  to  appro- 
priate by  this  bill?  Would  they  have  been  worth 
farther  negotiation  f  He  thought  they  would  not. 

Mr.  W.  sdd  he  would  avail  hinuelf  of  this 
OQcadon  when  speaking  of  the  treaty  of  Looisi- 
uia  and  of  its  connection  with  these  daims,  to 
explain  a  mistake  into  whkdt  he  had  fiwen, 
aiul  which  he  fbund  from  ooureratMum  with 
•everal  gentlemen,  who  had  been  tax  mne 
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years  members  of  Congress,  had  been  oommon 
to  them  and  to  himsell^  The  mistake  to  which 
he  alluded  was,  the  supposition  that  the  claim- 
ants under  this  hill  put  their  case  upon  the 
assumption  that  their  daims  had  constituted, 
of  the  consideration  for  which  Lonidana 
been  ceded  to  the  United  States ;  and  that 
the  oondderation  they  contended  the  Govern- 
ment had  received,  and  upon  which  its  liabili- 
ty  rested,  was  the  oesnon  of  that  Territory  tor 
a  less  smn,  in  money,  than  was  oonddered  to 
be  its  vdue,  on  account  of  the  rdease  of  the 
Frendi  Government  from  those  private  daims. 
He  had  rested  under  this  misapprehension  until 
the  opening  of  the  present  debate,  and  until  he 
commenced  an  examination  of  the  case.  He 
then  found  that  it  was  an  entire  misapprehen- 
don ;  that  the  United  States  had  pdd  in  money, 
for  Louisiana,  thirty  millions  of  francs  beyond 
the  price  which  France  had  set  upon  it ;  that 
the  claimants  under  this  hill  did  not  rest  thdr 
ddms  at  all  upon  this  basuB,  and  that  the  friends 
of  the  bill  in  the  Senate  did  not  pretend  to 
derive  the  liability  of  the  Qovoument  tnm. 
this  Booroe.  Mr.  W.  sdd  he  was  induoed  to 
make  this  explanation  iu  Justioe  to  biTna*if^  and 
because  there  might  be  some  penon  within  the 
hearing  of  his  vdce  who  migbi  still  be  under 
the  same  misapprehendon. 

He  had  now,  Mr.  W.  sddj  attempted  to 
establidi  the  fdlowing  propodtions,  viz. : 

1.  That  a  state  of  actud  war,  hj  which  he 
meant  a  state  of  actud  hostilities  and  of  force, 
and  an  interruption  of  all  diplomatic  or  friendly 
intercourse  between  the  United  States  and 
Frano&  had  existed  ftmn  the  time  (tf  the  pa»- 
sflM  of  the  acts  of  the  7th  and  9th  July,  1798, 
before  referred  to,  until  the  sen^g  of  the  nego- 
tiators, Ellsworth,  Davie,  and  Murray,  in  1800, 
to  make  a  treaty  which  put  an  end  to  the  hos- 
tUities  existing,  upon  the  best  terms  that  could 
be  obtdned ;  and  that  the  treaty  of  the  80th 
of  September,  1800,  conduded  by  these  negotiar 
tors,  was,  in  Act,  and  so  far  as  private  ddms  were 
concerned,  to  be  conddered  as  a  treaty  of  peace, 
and  to  conclude  all  such  ddms,  not  reserved 
by  it,  as  finally  ratified  by  the  two  powers. 

2.  That  the  treat?  of  amity  and  commerce, 
and  the  treaty  of  alliance  of  1778,  as  well  as 
theooDsularconventionof 1788,  were  suspended 
by  the  Sd  artide  <tf  the  treaty  of 1800^  and  from 
that  time  became  mere  matters  for  negotiation 
between  the  parties  at  a  oonvenient  time ;  that, 
therefore,  the  dedre  to  get  rid  of  these  treatiea^ 
and  of  any  "  onerous  oUigaUons  "  contained  in 
them,  was  only  the  desire  to  get  rid  of  an  obli- 
gation to  negotiate  *'  at  a  convenient  time ;  ** 
and  that  such  a  consideration  could  not  have 
induced  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  to 
expunge  that  article  from  the  treaty,  if  thereby 
that  body  had  supposed  it  was  impodng  upon 
the  country  a  liability  to  pay  to  its  citixens  the 
sum  of  five  millions  of  dollars — a  sum  much 
laiver  than  France  had  asked,  in  money,  for  a 
fimdischarge from  the  "oneroos  obli^^ons** 
relied  upon. 
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8.  "Bat  the  treatj  of  1800  leserred  and  pro- 
Tided  fbr  certidn  portiona  <tf  the  olaima ;  that 
psTment,  A»ordiDg  to  sndi  reiernriions,  was 
made  imder  the  treaty  of  1803 ;  and  that  it  ia 
at  least  donbtfhl  whether  the  payment  thnB 
made  did  not  cover  all  the  claims  ever  admitted 
or  ever  intended  to  be  pud  by  Fnmoe ;  for 
which  reason  the  ezpnnging  of  the  second  arti- 
cle of  the  treaty  of  1800  by  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  in  all  probability,  released  noth- 
ing which  ever  had,  or  which  was  ever  VSkely 
to  have,  value. 

Ur.  W.  said,  if  he  had  been  snocessfnl  in  es- 
tablishing either  of  these  positions,  there  was  an 
end  of  the  clidnis,  and,  by  oonseqaeuce,  a  d^eat 
ofthebUL 

Vr.  Emo,  of  Georgia,  said :  What  was  the 
proposition,  by  the  establishment  of  which  the 
advocates  of  the  bill  sought  to  enforce  rnxm 
the  Senate  the  propriety  of  its  passage  ?  If  he 
understood  it,  it  was  this :  that  France,  on  the 
80th  of  September,  1800,  was  indebted  to  citizens 
of  the  United  States  (the  claimant  at  least  five 
millions  of  dollars.  That  the  TJnited  States 
were  at  the  same  time  under  treaty  stipulations 
to  France,  onerona  to  them,  and  valnable  to 
France;  and  that  the  United  States,  having 
ohai^  of  the  claims  of  their  citizens,  released 
these  ol^B  to  France,  in  coDsideration  of  a 
release  of  their  own  treaty  stipnlationB  to  tliat 
natim.  Heooeitwascontnidedthat  the  United 
States  are  liable  to  thdr  own  dtizeiu  for  their 
claims  on  France,  npon  the  same  principle  that 
an  agent  is  liable  to  his  principal  if  he  appro- 

?riates  the  effects  of  the  latter  to  his  own  use. 
be  doctrine  was  sound  enough,  if  the  proposi- 
tion were  established.  But,  in  prosecuting  an 
inqniry  into  the  truth  of  the  proposition,  he 
should  inquire,  and,  if  possible,  ascertain — 

1st.  Whether,  in  point  of  ntct,  the  Ckivem- 
ment  of  France  was,  according  to  the  existing 
rules  of  national  law,  indebted  to  the  clainumts 
five  millions,  or  any  other  sum,  on  the  SOth 
September,  1800? 

9d.  Whether,  in  pdnt  of  ftct,  the  United 
States  were,  at  the  same  date,  bound  by  treaty 
stipulations,  onerous  to  them,  and  vtdaable  to 
France,  which  would  afford  a  consideration  for 
the  release  of  the  daims  t 

And  it  might  not  be  miimportant  to  inquire, 
in  the  third  place,  whether,  if  these  claims  once 
existed  snd  were  released  by  the  sots  of  our 
Government  in  its  regular  achninistration,  any 
responsibility  should  attach  to  the  Government 
for  obeyii^  the  neoeasary  ezigenoleB  of  State 
policy! 

Mr.  K.  returned  to  tiie  first  Inqohry.  Was 
France,  indebted  to  the  dalmaots  on  the  SOth 
8«)tember,  18001  That  France  had  com- 
mitted spoliations  which  made  her  liable  at 
one  time  to  dtdmaats,  was  not  disputed  on 
either  side,  bat  iniiBted  on  by  both.  The 
claims,  he  said,  arose  as  well  by  a  reckless 
violation  of  the  laws  of  nations  as  by  repeated 
uid  sometimes  admitted  infraotions  w  the 
treaty  ci  otnmnree  betweea  the  two  ooantika, 
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dated  the  6th  of  Febmaiy,  1778.  Several  of 
the  artiolea  flf  tida  treaty,  oonneoted  with  these 
olaims  had  Jiut  been  read  by  his  Mmi  ttoax 
New  ToiIe,  Wbiobt.)  The  article  moat 
material  he  pCr.  K.)  read.   It  is  as  follows : 

"  Abt.  28d.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  all  and  aiogular 
the  subjects  of  the  Host  Christian  Khig,  and  the 
citizens,  people,  and  inhabitant!  of  the  said  United 
States,  to  But  with  their  ships  with  all  maoner  of 
liberty  and  security,  no  dlsticctioii  being  made  who 
are  the  proprietors  of  the  merchandises  laden  there* 
on,  from  any  port  to  the  places  of  thoee  who  now 
are  or  hereafter  shall  be  at  enmity  witii  the  Most 
Ghristlaamu  or  the  United  States.  Itsball  like- 
wise be  lawfol  for  the  suttfeets  and  iobabitanta 
ftforeadd  to  sail  with  the  slupe  and  merdiandlM 
aforementioned,  and  to  trade  with  the  same  liberty 
and  seoarity,  £rom  the  places,  ports,  and  liarbon 
of  those  who  are  enemies  of  both  or  either  party, 
without  Koj  o|moation  or  disturbance  whatsoever, 
not  only  direouj  tnm  the  places  of  the  enemy 
aforementioned  to  neutral  {daces,  but  also  fttmi  one 
place  belon^g  to  an  enemy  to  another  place  be- 
longing to  an  enemy,  whether  they  be  under  the 
juradiction  of  the  SBmo  prince,  or  under  sererd. 
And  it  is  hereby  stipulated  that  itw  ships  shall  give 
a  fteedom  to  goods,  and  that'eveiy  thms  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  free  and  exempt  which  abaS  be  found 
on  board  the  ships  belonging  to  the  subjeota  of 
dther  of  the  confederates,  although  the  whole  lad- 
ing, or  any  part  thereof,  should  appertain  to  the 
enemies  of  either,  contraband  goods  bebg  always 
excepted.  It  is  also  agreed,  in  like  manner,  that 
.  the  same  liberty  be  extended  to  persons  who  are 
on  board  a  free  ship,  with  this  effect,  that,  although 
they  be  enemies  of  both  or  either  party,  they  are 
not  to  be  taken  ont  of  that  free  ship,  udess  they 
are  s6ldierB,  uid  in  actual  serrice  ctf  uie  enemies." 

Another  article  in  the  treaty  provided  that  a 
sea  letter  of  a  particular  form,  specified  in  the 
article,  should,  on  being  exhibited,  determine 
the  neutral  or  friendly  oharaoter  oi  the  vesseL 
This  article  was  violeied  in  the  moat  flagrant 
manner,  by  an  unerpeoted  deoree,  reqiuring 
what  th^  called  a  ^rftle  d'^nipage,"  whi<£ 
took  hundreds  by  stuiniBe,  who  had  prepared 
themselves  with  a  letter  in  the  form  prescribed 
by  the  treaty.  In  short,  France  first  violated 
the  treaty,  as  seemed  on  all  hands  admitted, 
and  continued  her  d^redations  from  1798  till 
the  treaty  of  1800.  fTor  was  our  Government 
remiss  in  attention  to  the  cldms  of  its  citizens. 
Every  effort  was  made  to  recover  indenmity  for 
them.  Envoy  after  envc^  was  sent  to  the 
French  oonrt  to  negotiate  on  this  suljeot ;  but 
they  were  subjected  to  the  roost  degrading  con- 
ditions as  the  price  of  the  privilege  <Mf  negotia- 
ting, and  treated  with  a  contempt  only  equalled 
by  thatwhioli  waa  pidd  to  omr  flag;  and 
iMt  virtually  kloked  ont  of  tiie  eoontiy.  Theae 
indignities  were  submitted  to  until — aay,  Itmg 
after — forbearanoe  ceased  to  he  a  virtue ;  ana, 
finding  negotiation  lu^ielesa,  we  detennined  to 
resort  to  roroe. 

Mr.  K.  insisted  that  the  spoUations  which 
were  the  sntjoet  of  the  bill  bad  caused  a  war 
betwaea  the  two  ooniitaie»-«  war,  to  be  aon^ 
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of  limited  darsUon,  bat  still  a  pablic  war,  hy 
which  the  cladms  were  extiDgnished.  The  acts 
of  a  hostile  nature  passed  hj  Congress  in  1798 
bad  all  just  been  read  or  referred  to  by  his 
friend  from  New  York,  the  most  material  of 
which  were  tiiose  authorizing  the  capture  of  the 
armed  vesseU  of  France.  On  Oie  28th  day  of 
Hay,  in  that  jear,  Oongress  passed  an  act 
anuioriBng  the  armed  TesselB  of  the  United 
States  to  culture  any  aimed  vessel  of  IVanoe 
which  had  committed  dopredalioas  on  our 
commerce,  or  which  might  be  found  cruising 
aboat  oar  coasts  for  that  purpose.  This  act 
has  been  called  defensive,  bar^y,  in  its  char- 
acter. Admit  it  to  be  so,  sud  Hr.  K,  and 
what  is  to  be  uii  of  the  act  of  9th  Jaly,  1708  f 
This  act  authorizes  the  capture  of  French 
armed  vessels  any  wbwe  on  uie  high  seas.  In 
other  words,  it  autlioruGed  a  general  maritime 
war  with  France. 

And  did  these  acts,  inquired  Hr.  K.,  end  in 
idle  ceremony  f  Not  at  all,  sir.  The  Frew- 
dent,  as  anthoilced,  ismed  his  prodamation  to 
cany  them  into  weot;  and  from  that  time 
the  armed  forces  of  the  two  nations  understood 
perfectly  well  the  hostile  rdatdons  la  which 
their  respective  nations  stood  to  each  other, 
and  acted  accordingly.  When  their  diipa  met 
they  instantly  cleared  for  action ;  some  of  the 
most  desperate  conflicts  ensued — their  masts 
were  cut  off  by  the  dexterity  of  oar  guoners — 
their  bulls  were  shattered  into  useless  floatinx 
wrecks— their  decks  were  drenched  in'  the  blood 
of  their  seamen — conquered,  captured,  carried 
into  port,  confiscated,  spld,  and  distributed  as 

£ rices.  Andyet,gaitIemensBy  there  was  no  war 
itbisl  TIm Senator fitnn  New ToA,  who  has 
joat  taktti  his  aeat^  in  refBrrinff  to  tliis  rtate  of 
ttiiiua,a8kedif itoooldbeoallMpeaoe!  "Gov 
bunv,"  he  was  answered  from  the  seat  of 
the  Senator  from  Hassaohnsetts.  "Certainly," 
we  may  call  things  by  what  names  we 
please,  bat,  in  natnre,  they  are  not  chanced 
by  the  names  we  arbitrarily  give  them.  We 
may  call  a  declaration  of  war  a  proclamation 
of  neutrality.  We  may  call  a  challenge  to 
mortal  conflict,  a  love-letter  or  a  billet-doux. 
Or  a  bloody  war  may  be  called,  as  in  tius  case, 
"a  mere  misoDderstanding."  Yet  these  things 
would  remain  on  changed  in  th^  natares  and 
oonseqnenoes  by  the  names  aarigned  to  th«n. 

But,  inqnired  Kr.  why  Is  it  tliat  those 
hostilitiefl,  carried  on  by  the  anthority  of  the 
GOTemment,  did  not  oonatitate  war  1  He  knew 
not  what  reaam  the  Senator  frcnn  Hassachn- 
setts,  (Hr.  Webbixb,)  who  was  to  oonclnde  the 
disoosuon,  might  assign;  but  other  Senators 
had  assigned  no  other  reason  than  that  the 
negotiators  said  thwe  had  been  no  war."  They 
might  as  well  have  "said"  that  there  never 
was  a  flood.  They  mi^t  as  well  have  "  said  " 
that  the  battle  of  Waterloo  was  a  friendly  sal- 
utation between  the  contending  armies.  Their 
•lyingBCDDld  not  oh^ge  war  into  peace.  But  the 
troth  was,  aaid  lb.  Sw!,  flie  FntaSh  negotiators, 
when  the  claims  were  firat  presented,  "  said," 
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there  had  been  war,  "and  that  any  indifhr* 
ent  nation  would  say  so,"  and  that,  conse- 
quently, "  no  indemnities  could  be  dumed." 

It  makes  but  littie  difference,  however,  st^d 
Hr.  K.,  what  these  gentiemen  said  in  the  polite- 
ness of  their  diplomacy,  striving  to  forget  the 
past,  and  mutaally  seeking  tiie  advantage  in 
reviving  an  extingoidted  treatry.  Hr.  Vatte] 
said,  when  he  wrote  his  bode  oa  the  law  of 
natUHis^  that  "  war  is  that  state  in  whieh  W6 
proseente  onr  rights  by  force."  Pnblio  war 
being  that  proseoated  W  national  authority. 
Were  not  these  acta  of  noatUity  by  national 
anthtnity,  and  in  the  proaeenticai  of  onr  rif^ta 
byforoet  Certainly  tW  were.  Iu£wt,itwas 
warj  in  a  yerj  unqualified  sense.  It  was  the 
forcible  collinon  of  the  armed  forces  of  the  two 
nations,  by  authority  of  each.  The  claimants, 
then,  on  the  80th  September,  1800,  had  no  claim 
which  we  could,  with  technical  right,  insist 
on,  and  France  never  surrendered  this  right 
to  disolaim  them,  or  offered  to  aonender  it, 
onlees  upon  terms  she  thought  advantageous 
to  her. 

But  it  was  add  that  if  these  eUdms  were 
extin^ished  by  war  thej  were  revived  by 
negotiation.  Hr.  K.  inquired  how  they  oonld 
be  revived  by  mere  n^ttation!  The  envoys 
could  not  revive  an  extingaished  dum  by 
merely  inneting  upon  it,  or  taking  it  into 
notice  in  negotiating  a  treaty.  They  might 
as  well  have  undertaken  to  revive  the  edict  of 
Nantes.  It  was  a  matter  they  could  not  control 
without  the  approbation  of  the  ratifying  author- 
ity. It  was  of  no  conseqaenoe  upon  what  prin- 
ciple they  nenitiated,  but  we  ahonld  inquire 
npcu  what  principle  the  Senate  ratified.  But 
it  is  said  tbej  were  reoQgiUxed  as  a  sabject 
of  negotiation  in  the  aeoondartide  ot  the  treaty. 
Very  well,  sir,  and  did  the  Senate  ratify  the 
second  artide?  Not  at  all.  Their  firat  act, 
when  the  treaty  was  presented,  was  to  pat  the 
sponge  upon  it.  They  said,  in  effect,  let  the 
second  artide  be  blotted  from  the  instrument. 
Could  the  Senate  have  dischumed,  more  em- 
phatically,  the  notice  which  had  been  taken  of 
the  sul^ect?  The  ne^tiatora  had  taken  the 
subject  mto  consideration,  and  it  was  necessary 
to  dispose  of  it  They  therefore  said,  in  the 
second  artide,  that^  "  not  being  able  to  agree  " 
ap(m  solject,  tnoy  poBt)>oiud  it  to  a  more 
convenient  time.  The  seoond  artide  expunged 
by  the  Senate,  the  treaty  was  sent  back  to 
Napoleon,  and  what  did  be  dot  Why,  he 
agi«ed  to  the  retrenchment  of  the  2d  articTe, 
"  provided  "—provided  what,  or?— that  the 
respective  nations  woald  pay  the  daims  of  their 
citizens,  respectively?  Not  at  all  sir.  He 
never  thought  of  such  a  thing.  For  France 
had  never  pud  its  citizens  for  the  clums  they 
were  at  the  same  time  setting  up  against  as. 
But  he  agreed  to  the  retrenchment  of  the  second 
artide,  provided  each  partr  renounced  the 
respective  "  raeten^iHU  wU(&  vwe  the  ol)JeiA 
of  thewoond  artideu"  "Fretensitna"  waa  a 
very  «^^g^*'"g  tenn  to  use  in  re&renoe  to  a 
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Talid  debt  The  pretensions  in  his  mind,  most 
likely,  were  the  (uainu  of  mntnal  ffoaranty,  and 
the  pririlege  (tf  nentrab;  bat  wiiateTer  they 
were,  this  was  only  another  mode  for  disposing 
of  than  as  not  aost^nable.  So  we  see,  sir,  that 
the  ratifying  power  acted  on  the  principle  that 
the  dabna  wen  extangoiahed  hj  hostilities, 
whatever  the  negotiators  may  haTe  aald  or 
done  in  the  mattter. 

Ifr.  E.  said  that,  after  the  second  artide  was 
expunged,  the  matter  stood  precisely  in  the 
predicament  in  which  it  woofd  have  stood  if 
the  cliums  had  not  been  noticed  in  the  treaty. 
And  he  sapposed  it  wonld  hardly  be  contended 
that  if  national  hostilities  had  existed,  and  peace 
restored  tireaty,  without  notiomg  claims 
whioh  were  the  cause  of  hostilities,  time  <daims 
woold  not  be  extingaished. 

Bnt  it  is  said  our  envoys  alleged  that  this 
class  of  claims  was  dne,  and  inmsted  on  its  pay- 
ment. Certainly  they  did,  sir,  and  on  many 
tbinics  else  they  did  not  obtun.  He  onderstood 
his  friend  from  Maine,  (Mr.  Sheplbt,)  who 
dwdt  on  this  oircimiBtancc,  had  much  of  the  con- 
fidence of  his  coDfititnents  as  a  lawyer,  as  well 
as  a  politician.  If  so,  be  woold  ask  his  friend 
if  he  had  not  often  insisted  strongly  that  thon- 
aands  were  due  to  his  dient  when  he  knew  there 
was  not  doe  him  one  centf  Doubtiess  he 
bad,  and  did  on^  his  doty  in  doing  so.  The 
Government  and  aivoys  acted  on  a  similar 
principle.  Th^  were  representing  American 
citizens,  and  they  did  the  best  they  oonld  for 
titem ;  bnt  not  bdn^  able  to  recover  indemni- 
ties from  France,  it  was  a  little  hard  t^eir 
very  diligence  should  be  nsed  as  a  reason  for 
diar^ng  tiie  United  States  with  the  claim. 

Bat  it  is  fbrther  stud  that  the  French  also 
acknowledged  these  daims.  Yes,  sir,  said  Mr. 
E.,  and  how  did  tbey  acknowledge  them! 
They  acknowledged  them,  always  coapled  with 
a  condition  that  would  at  the  same  time  eztin- 
gniah  them.  Tbey  wonld  negotiate  for  the  pay- 
ment of  these  daUns,  provided  we  would  revive 
an  extinguidied  trei^,  and  allow  them  to  put 
tbdr  own  prioe  on  its  sapposed  obli^tions. 
"What  khid  d  acknowledgment  waa  thuV  and 
they  certainly  never  made  any  other.  Ton, 
dr,  add  Mr.  K.,  make  claim  on  me  for  ten  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  Very  well;  I  may  safely 
answer,  "your  account  is  a  false  (me,  bnt  I  will 
acknowledge  it,  if  you  will  permit  me  to 

grodnce  a  &lse  receipt  for  it.'*  "Yoor  debt 
I  barred  or  extinguished ;  but  I  have  claims 
of  greater  amount  agdnst  yon  of  a  similar  char- 
acter, and  I  have  no  objections  to  settle,  if  I  can 
bring  yon  in  debt."  various  offers  were  made 
on  both  ddes,  bat  th^  were  dl,  when  dosely 
examined,  of  this  nature ;  for  they  were  dways 
*'  to  renew  "  the  treaties,  which  implied  their 
previous  extinction ;  and  these  offers  of  renewd 
were  dways  accompanied  with  modifications 
and  conditions,  thoogb  advantageons  to  the 
proposer.  The  ddms,  then,  Ur.  K.  insisted, 
nan  been  eztinguidied  by  the  hostile  relations 
between  the  two  ooontries,  and  bad  never  been 
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revived  either  by  negotiation  or  aeknowledg* 

ment. 

Mr.  E.  then  went  into  the  leoond  anl^ect  of 
inquiry.  Wwe  the  Uidted  States,  on  the  80th 
of  September,  1800,  bound  by  treaty  stipula- 
tions to  the  Government  of  France,  ooeroas  to 
the  one  and  vduable  to  the  other  f  Mr,  E. 
thought  not.  The  conduct  of  France  had  per- 
haps sufficiently  discharged  the  United  States 
from  all  the  obligations  of  the  treaties.  But, 
to  put  the  matter  beyond  doubt,  in  a  judicid 
point  of  view,  Oongress,  on  the  7th  of  July, 
1798,  passed  an  act  declm*atory  on  the  subject, 
by  which  (after  reciting  in  the  preamble  as  a 
justification  of  the  act  the  frequent  viola* 
titms  of  the  treatiea  by  France)  it  was  enacted, 
**Thatthe  United  States  are  <rf right  freed  and 
exono-ated  from  the  stipniations  of  the  treaties 
and  of  the  consular  convention  heretofore  con- 
cluded between  the  United  States  and  France, 
and  that  the  same  sball  not  henceforth  be  con- 
sidered as  legally  obligatory  on  the  Government 
or  citizens  of  the  United  States." 

One  would  suppose,  add  Mr.  E.,  that  this  act 
would  settie  the  matter.  Bat,  to  his  ntter 
astonidmient,  this  right  in  the  United  States 
as  an  independent  par^  to  the  trea^  had  been 
denied.  It  was  sda  the  consent  of  both  parties 
must  first  be  obtdned.  There  mi^t  be  some 
modification  (tf  the  ri^t  as  between  the  Ui^ted 
Statea  and  its  dtlzens  daiming  the  benefit  of  a 
treaty;  or  the  r^t  of  Congress  to  reped  a 
treaty  by  ordinary  lepdation,  without  reasons, 
mif^t  be  tmestioned.  Bat  this  was  a  judicial 
act  of  an  independent  sovereign  power,  contain- 
ing the  reasons  for  the  decision,  which  reasons 
all  acknowledged  to  be  perfectiy  true.  And 
when  gentiemen  were  so  general  in  their  denid 
of  the  power  of  Congress  on  this  subject  as  to 
indude  the  act  in  question,  he  scarcely  knew 
how  to  treat  such  a  position.  What  an  extra- 
ordinary podtion  we  should  be  placed  in. 
Having  treaties  of  peace  and  oommeree  witii  all 
tihe  woid,  any  nation  with  whom  we  had  made 
treaties  might  violate  tham  at  i^easore,  drive 
our  ooDimeroe  from  the  ocean,  and  even  bring 
war  to  the  Capitol,  and  the  United  States  cooki 
not  move  agdnst  the  offender  without  breaking 
the  fdth  of  treaties.  This  would  be  a  new 
principle  to  introduce  into  the  law  of  nations. 

From  the  time  of  Grotius  up  to  the  present  time, 
it  had,  he  thought,  been  acuiowledged  anniver- 
sal  principle  of  nationd  law ;  that  in  cases  of 
compact  between  independeat  nations,  there  be- 
ing no  common  Judge,  each  party  had  the  right  to 
judge  for  itself;  *'  as  well  of  the  infraction  as  of 
the  mode  and  measure  of  redress."  This  prin- 
ciple has  been  much  quoted  of  late  to  snstdn 
the  rights  of  the  States  of  the  Union  to  judge 
of  an  mfraction  of  the  conBtitutinn.  He  never 
could  see  the  application  of  tliis  principle  to 
the  rights  of  the  States  in  thetr  relation  to  the 
Federd  Government,  but  when  applied  to  the 
United  States  and  France,  two  nations  entirely 
independmt  in  all  their  exterior  relations,  the 
piind^  waa  plain,  and  the  q>^ioatioa  easy. 
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Ifr.  E.  said  lie  had  hutSSj  tnraed  to  one  tn- 
tbortty  on  national  taw,  whic^i  be  beUoTod 
Bpoke  tbe  sentiments  of  all  elementary  writen 
on  the  snbjeot.  [Hr.  K.  then  read  from  Yattel, 
book  11,  oh.  18,  p.  218.] 

**  Treaties  eontun  pronuses  that  ate  peiftet  and 
nciprocaL  If  one  of  the  parties  fidl  in  niaettgag*- 
ments,  the  other  niBy  compel  him  to  fulfil  uiem. 
A  perfect  proause  coniers  a  right  to  do  so.  But  if 
the  latter  baa  no  other  expedient  but  that  of  arms 
to  force  bis  ally  to  the  performance  of  his  promises, 
he  will  sometimea  find  it  more  eUgible  to  cancel  the 
premises  on  his  own  dde,  also,  and  dtnolTe  the 
treaty.  He  has  undoubtedly  a  right  to  do  this, 
dnce  bis  promises  were  made  onfy  on  condition 
that  tbe  ally  should,  on  Us  part,  execute  every  thing 
which  he  bad  engaged  to  perform.  Tbe  party, 
tiierefore,  who  is  offended  or  unpaired  in  those  par- 
ticulars which  constitute  the  bans  of  tbe  treaty,  is 
at  liberty  to  choose  the  alternative  of  either  com- 
pelling a  bithless  ally  to  ftdfll  his  engagements,  or 
4^  declaring  the  treaty  dissoiTed  by  Ids  violation 
of  it.  On  such  an  oocadcm,  pradanee  and  wise 
policy  win  paiiA  oat  the  line  of  oondoet  to  be  por- 
aued." 

It  cannot  be  neoeasaiT-,  said  ICr.  E.,  to  indst 
that  tbe  United  States  possess  the  same  rights 
on  Uite  snlject  ^th  other  independent  nations ; 
and  be  presumed  it  Tonld  not  be  denied  that 
the  reasons  set  forth  in  the  act  for  dissolving 
the  treaty  are  perfectly  trne,  and  constitute  a 
legal  justification  of  the  measure.  It  might 
Buely  be  submitted  to  tbe  Senate  as  an  original 
question,  whether  France  had  not,  by  ber  vio- 
lation of  tbe  treaty,  justified  ita  nullification 
by  usf  The  author  just  quoted,  said  Mr.  K., 
on  another  page,  cites  Grotius  to  prove  that 
"  overy  article  of  a  treaty  carries  vrith  it  a  con- 
dition, by  ^e  non-performance  of  which  tbe 
treaty  whol^  oanoelled."  I  ask  Senators, 
then,  add  Hr.  whether  France  did  not  first 
violate  the  treaty  f  That  she  did  so,  is  tbe 
very  first  position  established  by  them.  And 
here  the  advocates  of  tbe  bill  font^  themselves 
in  this  strange  predicament :  That  their  first 
position  to  establiab  a  claim  against  France 
proved  at  the  some  time  that  the  United  States 
were  not  responsible  for  it.  Mr.  K.  would  not 
dwell  longer  on  this  branch  of  the  subject  He 
considered  the  treaty  dearly  cancelled,  as  well 
by  tbe  acts  of  France  as  by  its  nnlliflcation  hj 
the  United  States  for  sufficient  causes.  He 
therefore  concluded  that,  on  the  80th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1800,  the  United  States  were  not  bound 
by  treaty  stlpulaUona  to  EVance,  and  therefore 
could  have  rec^ved  no  oonnderation  for  the 
release  of  the  oMms  in  question. 

.  But  it  is  said  that  tbe  treaty  stipulations  were 
valuable  at  the  date  refored  to,  because  the 
American  negotiators  oSend  for  tbem  80,000,- 
000  francs;  and  one  would  be  led  to  think, 
said  Mr.  K.,  from  tbe  confidence  with  which 
gentlemen  refer  to  this  offer,  that  they  bad  some 
thing  almost  equivalent  to  a  promissory  note 
of  the  Government  for  at  least  this  amount 
He  bad  already  remarked  that  these  dSua  in 
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negotiid;ion  determined  nothing  unless  reduced 
to  treaty  and  ratified.  But  when  we  examine 
this  ofi'er,"  what  kind  of  an  offer  was  itt  It 
was  an  offer  which,  if  accepted  by  the  French 
Government,  would  have  brongbt  tbem  eight 
or  nine  millions  of  dollars  in  debt  I  It  is  said 
we  offered  five  millions  of  francs  for  a  release 
from  the  stipulations  of  tbe  lltb  article  of  the 
treaty  of  1778,  which  guaranteed  to  France  ber 
West  India  islands;  and  three  millions  for  the 
privUege  of  ber  privateers  secured  by  the  17th 
artiole.  The  better  to  imdarBtand  the  valne 
at  this  oflbr,  sa^  Ur.  E.,  let  ns  look  to  the  In- 
structions which  preceded  it,  and  with  an  evi- 
dent reference  to  which  it  was  made.  These 
inatmctions  say :  "  On  tbe  part  of  the  United 
States,  instead  of  troops  or  ships  of  war,  it 
would  be  convenient  to  stipulate  for  a  moderate 
snm  of  money,  or  quantity  of  provisions,  at  tbe 
option  of  France.  The  provisions  to  be  delivered 
at  our  ports  in  any  future  defensive  war,"  dec 
It  was  the  opinion  of  our  cabinet  at  that  time, 
that  tiie  guarantee  in  the  11th  article  only 
extended  to  a  defensive  war,  and  no  treaty 
renewing  it  on  any  oUier  than  this  oonstandion 
would  have  been  ratified  bj  the  United  States. 
This  olfor,  then,  was  to  raiew  the  mutual  guar- 
antee, but  at  the  same  time  to  settle  its  oon- 
Btrucnon  and  its  value.  For  tbe  privileges 
under  tbe  1 7tb  article  we  should  have  paid  three 
millions,  for  those  privileges  were  needed  by 
us  in  our  oommercial  reledions  witb  England. 
But  the  five  millions  were  contingent  upon  a 
ftiture  defensive  war.  This  part  of  the  arrange- 
ment  was  as  valuable  to  one  party  as  the  other, 
and  in  fact  the  contingency  bad  not  yet  hap- 
pened, which  would  have  justified  the  claim. 
So  then  we  see  this  valuable  offer,  said  Mr. 
K.,  was  an  offer  of  three  millions  of  francs,  cer- 
tain, and  fire  milUons  contbigent,  that  we  might 
receive  fifty  millions  oert^  by  way  of  Indwn- 
nities.  Ifell  mig^t  we  propose  to  renew  the 
treaties  on  such  terms.  It  was  not  very  snr- 
prising  that  France  did  not  accept  the  generous 
offer. 

Mr,  K.  add  it  only  remained  to  inquire 
whether  there  was  any  just  cause  of  complMnt 
ag^nst  the  Qovemment  because  the  attitude  it 
assumed  towards  France  may  have  released 
these  claims.  To  admit  this  would  allow  indi- 
viduals to  control  tbe  policy  of  nations.  If 
these  claims  were  so  released,  it  was  only  one 
of  those  individual  sacrifices  constantly  made  to 
State  policy,  in  tbe  necessary  operations  of 
Government  We  had  done  every  thing  that 
could  be  reasonably  required  to  secure  their 
oldms.  We  had  spent  large  sums  in  misaions 
and  negotiations  before  we  resorted  to  hostile 
measures,  whiob  were,  of  coarse,  intended  with 
heavy  expense.  Perhaps,  BoiA  Mr.  K.,  if  we 
were  to  enter  into  a  strict  acconut  with  these 
claimants,  we  have  spent  more  money  in  pur- 
suit of  tiieir  daims  than  tbe  amonnt  at  which 
they  are  estimated,  without  computing  the  blood 
of  our  citizens,  which  may  be  estimated  beyond 
ndlUons  <^  treasure.  It  is  for  this,  among  other 
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reasoDB,  said  Ur.  K.,  that  war  always  relin- , 
qniahes  the  claims  for  which  it  is  declared. 
The  blood  of  a  single  dtizen  satisfies  millions 
of  debt. 

The  attitade  vhioh  the  United  States  assnmed 
then  was  neoesBary  to  the  p^nanent  policy  and 
honor  of  the  country ;  ana  al  private  interests 
mast  yield  to  it.  In  fact,  said  Ur.  K.,  it  has 
been  dearly  diown  by  the  Senator  from  Kew 
Hampshiro,  (Mr.  Hnx,)  that  th^  claims,  nnder 
no  circnm^nces,  woold  ever  have  been  wortii 
one  cent.  It  woold  be  recollected  that  we  did 
get  the  promise,  in  the  treaty  of  1600,  of  in- 
demnity for  all  prizes  not  definitively  con- 
demned. Did  Bonaparte  pay  these  claims  for 
which  we  held  his  bond  in  the  treaty?  Not  at 
all,  sir.  Not  a  dollar  of  them  wonld  he  pay  to 
qb;  andwe  never  Bhonldbavo  got  a  dollar  from 
lum,  even  for  these  admowledmd  indemnitieB, 
bad  not  Lonisiana  been  foroM,  as  it  were,  to 
ancHon,  to  prevent  it  from  falling  into  the  hands 
of  the  English.  And  not  even  then,  tir,  if  we 
had  not  been  cheated  ont  of  the  amoont  by 
French  diplomacy,  by  which  it  was  gratoitonsly 
paid  by  oorselves,  and  ten  millions  besides. 
Bonaparte  told  his  minister  to  take  fifty  mil- 
lions of  franos.  He  obtained  eighty,  with  the 
stipolation  that  twenty  millions  were  to  be 
dedocted  to  satisfy  indemnities  nnder  the  treaty 
of  1800.  Bonaparte  was  delighted  at  the  bar- 
gain ;  hot  mark  what  he  said  to  Marhois,  his 
agent,  when  the  treaty  was  reported  to  him. 
"I  woold  that  thrae  twenty  millions  be  pud 
into  the  treasnry.  Who  anthorized  yoo  to  part 
with  the  money  of  the  State  1 "  He  was  re- 
minded that  he  still  woold  get  ten  millions  more 
than  he  asked^  besides  satisfying  the  Americans. 
"Ah,  'tis  trae,"  sud  he,  "the  treaty  does  not 
leave  one  any  thing  to  desire.  Sixty  millions  for 
an  occupation  that  woold  not,  perhaps,  last  a 
day,"  &c.  Is  it  likely,  then,  icqoired  Mr.  E,, 
that  when  he  had  oniformly  reftued  to  satisfy 
what  he  had  solemnly  promised  to  pay  "for 
ci^tores  not  definitively  condenmed,"  that  he 
woold  have  paid  for  captores  every  one  of 
which  had  been  condenmed,  and  for  which  any 
trea^  atipnlatiott  had  been  refused  t  Sir,  said 
Mr.  the  claims  were  not  worth  a  mill  m  the 
dollar,  at  aoy  time.  Bonaparte  pay  snch 
d^msf  No,  sir.  He,  with  his  dmm-headed 
Justice  and  gonpowder  adminiatration,  robbed 
everybody  and  pmd  nobody.  If  these  views 
be  jost,  said  Kr.  E.,  however  the  claims  may 
have  been  released,  the  claimants  lost  nothing, 
for  France  never  woold  have  p^d  any  thing  for 
these  claims,  every  one  of  which  had  received 
the  condemnation  of  her  tribonals  in  some  form 
or  other,  whether  rightly  or  not.  In  the  last 
trea^  we  had  to  exclnde  all  oases  condemned, 
however  Jost  our  complaints  of  the  proceedings 
nnder  wmoh  the  condenmations  were  made. 

ISi.  K.  oonolnded,  then,  that  France  owed  no 
part  of  these  daims  on  the  80th  September, 
1800,  which  she  ever  woold  have  paidTor  that. 
In  strictness,  ooold  be  inaisted  on.  That  the 
United  States^  on  the  same  date^  were  nnder  no 
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treaty  stipolation  to  France,  a  release  from 
which  wonld  afford  a  consideration  for  the 
cl^mB.  Olaims  and  treaties,  he  said,  had  been 
extingoiahed,  and  no  act  had  ever  been  done  by 
the  treaty-making  power  in  this  country  to 
revive  them.  These  views  he  thooght  an  entire 
answer  to  the  oluma. 

As  to  the  nature  of  these  cl^s,  sMd  Mr. 
which  had  been  already  referred  to,  he  must 
Bay  they  were  not  such  as  appealed  strongly  to 
oor  sympathies.  There  were  few,  it  was  sud, 
ut  the  hands  of  the  ori^nal  Ic^rs,  and  they 
were  mostiy  in  the  hands  of  insorance  com- 
panies and  onderwriters.  These,  said  Mr.  £., 
are  the  weakest  of  all  posnble  claims.  It  was 
known  tha^  in  those  days,  profits  were  enor- 
mous, and  mcreased  by  the  ris^  which  was 
known  to  be  great;  and  the  risk  and  profit 
r^ul&ted  the  premiums,  which  were  also  ez- 
oeseiTdr  high.  Ii^  then,  Ihe  loss  Bhoold  be 
retomed,  the  InBarer  was  enriched  by  high 

Eremiums.  whilst  he  had  the  loss  retomed  to 
im.  This  he  thought  a  tolerably  fair  business 
for  insurers.  We  are  told,  to  be  sore,  of 
"'widowa  and  orphans,"  who  awidt  the  tardy 
Justice  of  Government.  He  thought  it  likefy 
there  might  be  some,  and  some  very  rich  one^ 
too.  The  widows  and  orphans  of  the  original 
losers,  however,  he  expected,  were  few  in  nom- 
ber,  and  only  thmst  forward  in  tiie  foreground  of 
the  picture,  whilst  rich  insurers,  underwriters, 
and  Bpeoolators,  in  great  nombers,  lay  back,  con- 
cealed in  itB  more  remote  and  de«>enina  shades. 

Mr.  E.  he  had  been  nnable  to  bring  his 
mind  to  the  support  of  this  hilL  It  was  bat 
right,  however,  that  he  should  confess,  in  con- 
elusion,  (although' he  conld  not  say  he  was  pre- 
judiced,) he  had  a  powerfol  weight  of  presomp- 
tive  evidence  to  get  rid  of  before  he  ooold  look 
into  detfuls  to  get  at  the  original  merits  of  the 
cl^n.  He  saiditmight  be  safely  assumed  that 
no  Qovemment  in  the  world  was  more  jost  to 
the  daims  of  its  citizens  than  that  of  the  United 
States ;  and  i^  at  any  time,  a  claim  was  not 
aUowed  when  pressed  upon  it,  the  refusal  was 
a  strong  droumstanoe  against  it  Tins  daim 
had  beoi  before  Oongress  fbr  Airty-fonr  year% 
uid  had  not  yet  got  through  both  hoosra  of 
Oongress.  And  daring  a  portion  of  that  period 
it  was  known  that  we  were  not  looking  ont  for 
ways  and  means  to  defray  the  expenses  of  Gov- 
ernment, hot  actoally  looking  oot  for  ways  and 
means  to  absorb  an  apprehended  sorplns.  I 
would  say,  then,  (said  Mr.  E.,)  that,  if  this 
claim  was  refused  by  Government  from  1600  to 
1824,  it  might  reasonably  be  pot  down  as  doubt- 
fhl.  If  from  1824  to  1882,  we  might  put  it 
down  as  very  doobtfol ;  and  if  passed  through 
the  generoos  year  of  1682  withoat  being  al- 
lowed, we  might  with  much  reason  ventora  to 
coDuder  it  despovte,  and  nnworU^  the  Atten- 
tion of  any  tribunal  or  Government  He  had  not, 
however,  depended  entirely  upon  these  strong 
drcumstanoea  ag^nst  the  claims,  but  had 
Ustened  attentively  to  the  speeohes  for  and 
against  them,  and  had  revived  his  reooUeotion 
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of  &A  most  mat^al  historical  facts  upon  which 
tiiej  rested,  and  his  first  nDfaTorable  impres- 
raons  were  fQlly  confirmed,  and  be  should  vote 
against  the  bill.  Thongh  he  follj  concorred  in 
the  sentiments  of  the  Senator  from  Sooth  Caro- 
lina, that  i£  notwithstanding  the  age  and 
amount  of  the  daims,  they  were  really  jnst 
and  the  honor  of  the  €k>TerDment  were  invcuvea 
in  withhol^og  them,  the  appropriatitm  sbonid 
be  madc^  if  it  took  the  last  adlar  in  the  treaa- 
nry,  and  fbroed  oa  even  to  make  new  contriba- 
tiou  to  Batlafy  it. 


Fbidat,  January  9. 
French  Spoliatiora  prior  to  1800. 

The  Senate  resnmed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  making  compensation  for  French  spoliations 
prior  to  1800. 

Hr.  Bbhton  :  The  whole  stress  of  the  question 
lies  in  a  few  simple  l^ta,  which,  if  disembar- 
rassed from  the  confo^on  of  terins  and  condi- 
tions, and  Tiewed  in  their  plain  and  true  char- 
acter, reader  it  diffioult  not  to  arriTe  at  a  Jnst 
and  oorreot  view<tf  the  ease.  The  advoeateaof 
^Js  meanire  hare  no  otlier  gronnda  to  rest  their 
eaae  upon  than  an  oasnmption  of  fkcts ;  they 
assnme  that  the  United  States  He  under  binding 
and  onerous  stipulations  to  France;  that  the 
claims  of  this  bill  were  recognized  by  France ; 
and  that  the  United  States  made  herself  respon- 
uble  for  these  oMma,  instead  of  France;  took 
them  upon  herself,  and  became  bound  to  pay 
them,  in  consideration  of  getting  rid  of  the  bar- 
dens  which  weighed  upon  her.  It  is  assumed 
that  the  claims  were  good  when  the  United 
States  abandoned  them ;  and  that  theconnder- 
aUon,  which  it  is  pretraded  the  United  States 
reoeiTed,  was  of  a  nature  to  make  her  fully 
respondUe  to  the  cliumants,  and  to  render  it 
oUmtoiy  npou  her  to  sfUiisfy  the  claims. 

Ine  measure  rests,  sir,  entirely  upon  these 
aasomptious ;  but,  ur,  I  shall  show  that  they 
are  nothing  more  than  assumptions ;  that  these 
daims  were  not  recoguized  by  IVance,  anf 
could  not  be,  by  the  law  of  nations ;  they  were 
good  for  nothing  when  tiiey  were  inade  ;  they 
were  good  for  notiiing  when  we  abandoned 
them.  The  United  States  owed  nothing  to 
France,  and  received  no  consideration  wliatever 
ft-om  her,  to  make  ua  responsible  for  payment. 
What  I  here  m^ntain,  I  shall  proceed  to  prove, 
not  any  artfiil  chain  of  argnment,  but  by 
plain  and  historical  fiiots. 

Let  me  ask,  Edr,  on  what  grounds  is  it  main- 
tained that  the  United  States  received  a  vala- 
able  oonsideration  for  these  claims!  Under 
what  onerous  stipulations  did  she  lie?  in  wliat 
did  her  debt  consist,  which  it  is  alleged  France 
gave  up  in  payment  for  these  claims  ?  By  the 
treaty  of  '78,  the  United  States  was  bound  to 
guarantee  the  French  American  possessions  to 
France ;  end  France,  on  her  part,  guaranteed  to 
the  United  States  her  sovere^ty  and  territory. 
In  '98  the  war  between  Great  Britain  and  Friuioe 
broke  out,  and  this  rupture  between  those 


nations  immediately  gave  ^e  to  the  question 
how  far  this  guarantee  was  obligatory  upon  the 
United  States  1  Whether  we  were  hound  by  it 
to  protect  France  on  the  side  of  her  American 
poaseenons  agunst  any  hostile  attack  of  Great 
Britain,  and  tiius  become  involved  as  subalterns 
in  a  war  in  wliich  #e  had  no  concern  or  interest 
whatever  ?  Here,  sir,  we  come  to  the  point  at 
once :  for  if  it  should  appear  that  we  were  not 
boond  by  thia  guarantee  to  become  partica  to 
a  distant  European  war,  then,  sir,  it  will  be  an 
evidoit,  B  deoded  reatut  and  oondunon,  tiut 
we  were  mider  no  oUigation  to  lYanoe,  wo 
owed  her  no  debt  on  account  of  this  guarantee ; 
and,  plainly  enou^,  it  will  follow,  we  received 
no  valuable  consideration  for  the  cl^ms  of  this 
billj  when  France  rdeased  us  from  an  obliflatlrai 
which  it  will  appear  we  never  owed.  Let  us 
briefly  see,  rir,  how  the  case  stands. 

Sir,  France,  to  get  rid  of  claims  made  by  ua, 
puts  forward  counter  dums  under  thia  goaran* 
tee,  proposiog  by  such  a  diplomatic  mancanvre 
to  get  nd  of  our  demand,  the  ii^justice  of  which 
she  protested  against.  She  succeeded,  and 
iMth  parties  abandoned  theu:  daims.  And  is 
it  now,  sir,  to  be  nrged  upon  us  that,  on  the 
grounds  of  this  astuto  diplomacy,  we  actually 
received  a  valuable  consideration  for  claims 
which  were  considered,  good  for  notiilngt 
France  met  our  claims,  which  were  good  for 
nothing,  by  a  counter  daim,  which  was  good 
for  nouiing,  and  when  we  found  onrsdves  thos 
encountered,  we  abandoned  our  previous  daim, 
in  order  to  be  rdeased  from  the  counter  one 
opposed  to  it.  MbbT  this,  is  It,  I  would  ask,  a 
suitable  return  for  our  overwrought  anxiety  to 
obt^  Batisftu:>tionforonr  citizens,  that  any  one 
of  them  should,  some  thirty  years  tf[t»  this^ 
turn  round  upon  us  and  say :  "Kow  you  have 
received  a  valuable  o<mdderatiou  for  our  claims ; 
now,  then,  you  are  bound  to  pay  nal  "  But 
this  is  in  fact,  dr,  the  language  of  this  bill.  I 
unhesitatingly  say  that  the  guarantee,  (a  release 
from  which  is  the  pretended  consideration  by 
which  the  whole  people  of  the  United  States 
are  brought  in  debtors  to  a  few  insuranoe 
officers  to  the  amount  of  millions,)  this  guaran- 
tee, ur,  I  a£Srm,  was  good  for  nothing.  I  speak 
on  no  less  authority,  and  in  no  less  a  name,  than 
that  of  the  great  Father  of  his  Country,  Wash- 
ington himself^  when  I  affirm  tliat  this  guarantee 
imposed  upon  us  no  obligations  towards  France. 
Hot,  then,  shall  we  be  pennuded  tiut,  in  Tir- 
tne  of  tliis  guarantee^  we  are  bound  to  pi^  tiie 
debts  and  make  good  the  spdiationsof  Fruioet 

When  the  war  broke  out  between  Great 
Britain  and  France  in  1798,  Washington  ad- 
dressed to  his  cabinet  a  aeries  of  qootionB, 
inquiring  their  opinions  on  this  veir  question, 
how  far  the  treaty  of  ^^aarantee  of  1778  was 
obligatory  upon  the  United  States,  intencUng  to 
take  their  opinions  as  a  guidance  for  his  con- 
duct in  such  a  difficult  situation.  [Here  the 
honorable  Senator  read  extracts  from  Washing- 
ton's queries  to  his  oabine^  with  some  of  the 
opinions  themselves.] 


P^meA  SpcHatimt  jpriar  to  1800. 


Digitized  by 


Debates  of  congress. 


561 


JunUBT,  1885.] 

In  conseqaence  of  the  opinions  of  his  cabinet 
ooncarring  with  his  own  sentiments,  President 
Washington  issued  a  proclamation  of  nentralitj, 
disregarding  the  guarantee,  and  procliuming 
that  we  were  not  bonnd  hj  aaj  preceding 
treaties  to  defend  American  France  against 
Great  Britain.  The  wisdom  of  tiiis  measure  is 
Apparent.  He  wisely  thonght  it  was  not  ]hii- 
dent  our  in&nt  repnbUo  shonld  become  ab- 
sorbed in  the  Tortez  <tf  European  polities,  and 
therefor^  dr,  not  without  long  and  mature 
deliberation  how  far  this  treaty  of  guarantee 
was  obligatory  upon  us,  he  imnonnced  against 
it ;  and  in  so  douig  he  pronounced  against  the 
very  bill  before  us ;  for  the  bill  has  nothing  to 
stand  upon  but  this  guarantee ;  it  pretends  that 
the  United  States  is  bound  to  pay  for  injories 
inflicted  by  France,  because  of  a  release  &om 
a  guarantee  by  which  the  great  Washington 
himself  solemnly  pronounced  we  were  not 
bonnd  1  What  do  wq  now  behcdd,  mr  ?  We 
behold  an  array  in  this  House,  and  on  this  floor, 
against  the  vmajoit  Waahingtonl  They  seek 
to  undo  his  deed ;  ^ey  condemn  his  prinoipIeB ; 
they  call  in  question  uie  wisdom  and  justice  of 
hia  wise  and  paternal  counsds;  tliey  urge 
antnst  him  tb^  the  guarantee  bound  us,  and 
ii^at  for  I  What  is  the  motire  of  this  opposi- 
tion agunst  his  measures !  Why,  sir,  that  this 
bill  may  pass ;  and  the  people,  the  burden-bear- 
ino  people,  be  made  to  pay  away  a  few  millions, 
ool^  a  few  millions,  sir,  m  consideration  of  obli- 
gations which,  after  mature  deliberation,  Wash- 
Si^n  pronoun<»d  not  to  lie  upon  us] 

I  think,  sir,  enongh  has  been  said  to  put  to 
rest  foreTer  tna  qiiestioa  of  our  oblig^ons  onder 
this  gnarantee.  Whatever  the  claims  may  be, 
it  must  be  evident  to  tiie  common  sense  of  every 
individual,  that  we  are  not  and  cannot  be  bo^nd 
to  pay  them  in  the  stead  of  France,  because  of 
a  pretraded  release  from  a  guarantee  whi<^  did 
net  bind  us ;  I  say  did  not  oind  us,  because,  to 
have  observed  it,  would  have  led  to  our  rain 
and  destruction,  and  it  is  a  clear  principle  of 
the  law  of  nations,  that  a  treaty  is  not  obligatory 
when  it  is  impossible  to  observe  it.  But,  sir, 
leaving  the  question  whether  we  were  made 
responsible  for  the  deists  of  France,  whether  we 
were  ^koed  under  an  obliaatioato  atone  to  our 
own  (Otizens  for  ii^nricB  which  a  foreign  power 
had  committed ;  living  this  qoestion  as  settied, 
(and  I  trust  setUed  fbrever,)  I  oome,  i^,  to  con- 
sider the  dums  themselves,  their  justice  and 
their  validity.  And  here,  ^r,  the  principle  of 
tbis  bill  will  prove,  on  this  head,  as  weu  and 
untenable— nay,  more — as  outrageous  to  every 
idea  of  common  sense,  as  it  was  on  the  former 
head.  With  what  reason,  Z  would  ask,  sir,  can 
gentiemen  press  the  American  people  to  pay 
ihem  claims,  when  it  would  b6  unreasonable  to 
press  France  herself  to  pay  them  I  If  France, 
who  committed  the  wrong,  oould  not  justly  be 
called  upon  to  stone  for  It,  how  in  the  world, 
sir,  can  the  United  States  now  be  caUed  upon 
for  this  numey  t  In  1798^  the  treaty  of  peace 
with  France  was  virtoally  aboliahed  br  vaiioiu 
TouXIL-«6 
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acts  of  Congress  anthcoirin^  hostilities,  and  by 
proclamation  of  the  President  to  the  same 
effect;  it  was  abolished  on  account  of  it^ viola- 
tion by  France ;  on  account  of  thtwe  depreda- 
tions which  this  bill  calls  upon  us  to  make  good. 
By  those  very  acts  of  Oongress  we  sought  satis- 
ftiction  for  these  vwy  daima ;  and,  having  done 
so,  it  was  too  late  afterwards  to  aeu  fresh  satis- 
faotion  by  demandingindemnity.  There  was  war, 
dr,  as  the  gratlauan  from  Geot^a  has  olwly 
shown — ^war  on  account  of  these  qxdii^ons, 
and  when  we  son^t  redress  by  acts  of  warfare, 
we  precluded  oi^selves  from  the  right  of  de- 
manding redress  by  indemnity.  We  oould  not, 
therefore,  iustiy  urge  these  daima  against 
France,  and  I  tiierefore  demand,  sir,  how  can 
the^  be  urged  agfdnst  us  I  What,  sir,  are  the 
invmcible  ailments  by  which  gentiemen 
establish  the  justice  and  viJidity  of  these  dedms  ? 
For,  Bordy,  before  we  consent  to  sweep  away 
millions  from  the  public  treasury,  we  ought  to 
hear  at  least  some  good  reasons.  Let  me 
examine  th^  good  reasons.  The  argamwV 
sir,  to  prove  the  validity  of  these  cli^ms,  ana 
that  we  are  bonndto  paythem,  is  this:  France 
acknowledged  them,  and  the  United  States 
took  them  upon  herself ;  that  is,  they  were  paid 
by  way  of  offset,  and  the  valuable  consideration 
the  United  States  received  was  a  rdease  from 
her  pretended  obligations  I  Now,  sir,  let  us  see 
bow  France  acknowledged  them.  These  very 
dums,  nr,  were  denied,  resisted,  and  rejected, 
by  every  successive  Government  of  France  I 
The  law  of  nations  was  urged  against  them; 
because,  having  engaged  in  a  state  of  war  on 
the  aooonnt  oS  them,  we  had  no  right  to  a 
double  redress— flrst  by  reprisals,  and  after- 
wards by  indemnity  1  Besides,  France  jnstifled 
her  spoliations  on  the  ground  that  we  violated 
our  neutrality ;  that  the  ships  seized  were  laden, 
with  goods  belonging  to  the  English,  tiie  ene- 
mies of  France,  and  it  is  weU  known,  sir,  tiiat, 
in  ninety-nine  cases  out  of  a  hundred,  this  was 
the  fact,  that  American  dtizrais  lent  their  names 
to  the  English,  and  were  ready  to  risk  all  the 
dangers  of  French  spoliation  for  sake  of  the 
great  profits,  which  more  than  covered  the  risk.. 
And,  m  tiie  fiuse  of  all  these  facts,  we  are  told,, 
sir^  that  the  French  acknowledged  the  clsinuLl 
paid  them  by  a  release,  and  we  are  now  bonnd 
to  satisfy  them  I  And  how  is  this  proved,  sir  t 
Where  are  the  invincible  argnments  by  which 
the  pnblio  treasoiy  is  to  be  emptied  f  Hear 
them,  sir,  if  it  is  possible  even  to  hear  them, 
with  patience  1  when  we  urged  ttiese  claims, 
the  French  negotiators  set  np  a  counter  claim, 
and  to  obtain  a  rdease  from  this,  we  abandoned 
them  1  ThuEL  thus  it  Is,  sir,  that  the  French 
acknowledged  these  daims ;  and,  on  this  pre- 
tence, because  of  this  diplomatic  cunning  and 
ingenuity,  we  are  now  told  that  tiie  national 
honor  calls  on  us  to  pay  tlum  I  Was  ever  such, 
a  thing  heard  of  before  t  Why,  Ear,  if  we  pass 
this  bill,  we  shall  deserve  eternal  obloquy  and 
disgrace  from  the  whole  American  people. 
IVano^  after  repeatedly  and  pttser^nj^  deny- 
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iDg  wd  resisting  these  claims,  at  last  gets  rid  of 
them  forever  hy  an  ingemoos  trick,  and  by  pre- 
tending to  aoknowledge  them,  and  now  her 
debt  {u  it  was  a  debt)  is  thrown  npon  ns,  and, 
in  conseqnenoe  of  this  little  trick,  the  pnblio 
treasnry  is  to  be  tricked  out  of  several  millions  I 
Sir,  this  Is  monatroos  t  I  say  it  is  outrageona  t 
I  intend  no  personal  diBrespect  to  any  genUe- 
man  by  these  obserrations,  oat  I  most  do  my 
duty  to  my  ooontry,  and  I  repeat  it,  dr,  this  U 
oatraceoosl 

It  IB  streniunuily  innsted  upon,  and  appears 
to  be  firmly  reUed  upon  by  gentlemen  who  nave 
advocated  this  measnre,  that  the  United  States 
has  aotnallyreoeiTed  from  France  full  consider- 
ation fbr  these  claims ;  in  a  word,  that  France 
bas  paid  themt  I  have,  sir,  already  shown, 
by  historical  facts,  by  the  law  of  nations,  and, 
farther,  by  the  authority  and  aotioos  of  Wash- 
ii^fton  himself,  the  Father  of  his  Country,  that 
we  wdre  placed  under  no  obligations  to  fVance 
by  the  treaty  of  gnarantee,  and  that  therefore  a 
release  from  obligations  which  ^d  not  exist,  is 
no  valuable  consideration  at  all  I  But,  sir,  bow 
can  it  be  orved  npon  as  that  France  actually 
paid  us  for  chums  which  were  deided  and  re- 
sisted, when  we  all  know  very  well  that  for 
nndispnted  clums,.for  claims  acknowledged  by 
treaty,  for  claims  solemnly  engaged  to  be  paid, 
we  could  never  succeed  in  getting  one  farthing  1 
I  thank  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr. 
Hux,)  for  die  enlightened  view  he  has  given  on 
this  case.  Wliat,  sir,  was  the  conduct  of  Kapo- 
Itenwith  respect  to  mone^?  He  bad  bound 
himself  to  pay  us  twenty  millions  of  francs,  and 
he  would  not  pay  one  farthing  I  And  yet,  sir, 
'we  are  confidcntiy  assured  by  the  advocates  or 
this  hill  that  these  claims  were  p^d  to  ns  by 
Nwoleon  t  When  LooisianB  was  sold  he  order- 
ed Harbois  to  get  fifty  millions,  and  did  not 
even  then,  mr,  intend  to  pay  us  out  of  that  sum 
the  twen^  nullions  he  had  bonnd  himself  by 
treaty  to  pay-  Uarbols  soeeeeded  in  getting 
tUrty  miUions  o£  francs  more  from  us,  and  from 
this  the  twenty  millions  doe  was  deducted; 
thns,  sir,  we  were  made  to  pay  ourselves  our 
own  du(^  and  Kapoleon  escaped  the  payment  of 
a  farthing.  I  mean  to  make  no  reflection  upon 
our  negotiators  at  tbat  treaty ;  we  may  be  glad 
that  we  got  Louisiana  at  any  amount ;  for  if  we 
had  not  obtuned  it  by  money,  we  should  soon 
have  possessed  it  by  blood :  the  young  West, 
like  a  lion,  would  have  sprang  upon  the  delta 
of  the  Mississippi,  and  we  should  have  had  an 
earliw  edition  of  the  battle  of  New  Orleans.  It 
is  not  to  be  regretted,  therefore,  that  we  gained 
Lonidana  by  negotiation,  although  we  paid  our 
debts  oarselves  in  that  bantain.  But,  sir.  Na- 
poleon absolutely  scolded  Karbois  for  allowing 
the  deduction  of  twenty  millions  out  of  the  sum 
we  pud  for  Louisiana,  foi^tting  that  bis  minis- 
ter had  got  thirty  millions  more  than  he  ordered 
him  to  ask,  and  that  we  had  paid  ourselves  the 
twenty  miUions  due  to  us  under  treaty.  Hav- 
ing such  a  man  to  deal  with,  how  can  it  be 
maintained  on  this  floor  tiut  tlie  United  States 


has  been  paid  by  him  tiie  ddms  in  this  bill, 
and  that  therefore  the  treasury  is  bound  to 
satisfy  tbemf  Let  Senators,  I  entreat  them, 
but  ask  themselves  the  qnestion,  what  these 
claims  were  worth  in  the  view  of  Napoleon, 
that  they  may  not  form  such  an  unwarranted 
coDOluaoa  as  to  think  he  ever  paid  them. 
Eveiy  Government  of  France  which  preceded 
him  had  treated  tiiem  as  English  claims,  and  is 
it  likely  that  he  who  refused  to  pay  claims  sub- 
sequent to  these,  under  treaty  signed  by  him- 
self would  pay  dd  daima  anterior  to  1800 1 
The  claims  were  not  worth  a  straw;  theywere 
considered  as  iawfhl  spoliations;  Uiat  byonr 
proclamation  we  had  broken  the  neatrality; 
and,  after  all,  that  they  were  incurred  by 
Engtish  enterprises,  covered  by  the  American 
flag.  It  is  pretended  he  acknowledged  them  I 
Would  he  have  inserted  two  Unes  in  the  treaty 
to  rescind  them,  to  get  rid  of  sudi  ddms,  when 
he  woold  not  pay  those  he  had  acknowledged  t 

To  rccnr  once  more,  sir,  to  the  valuable  eon* 
sideration  which  it  is  pretended  we  received  for 
these  claims.  It  is  maintained  tbat  we  were  paid 
by  recdving  a  release  tarn  onerous  obligations 
imposed  upon  as  by  the  tre^  of  guarantee, 
which  ol^alions  I  have  dready  shown  that 
the  great  Washington  himsdf  pronounced  to  Iw 
notmng ;  and  therefore,  sir,  it  pldnly  follows 
that  this  vduable  consideration  was— tiothing  1 

yfhat,  sir !  Is  it  sdd  we  were  released  from 
obligations  t  From  what  obligations,  I  would 
ssk,  were  we  relieved!  From  the  obligations 
of  guaranteeing  to  France  her  American  posses- 
sions ;  from  the  obligation  of  conqaeriag  St. 
Domiugo  fbr  France  I  From  ain  impossibility, 
sir  I  for  do  we  not  know  that  this  was  imposd- 
ble  to  the  fleets  and  armies  of  France,  under 
Le  Olerc,  the  brother-in-law  of  Napoleon  him- 
self! Did  th^  not  peridi  miserably  by  the 
knives  of  inftinated  negroes  and  the  aesoutine 
ravages  of  pestilenoet  Again,  wewererdeased 
{com  the  obligation  of  restoring  Qnaddonpe  to 
the  French ;  which  also  was  not  possible  nnlesa 
we  had  entered  into  a  war  with  Great  Britdnl 
And  thus,  sir,  the  vduable  consideration,  the 
release  by  which  these  cldms  are  said  to  be 
fully  pdd  to  the  United  States,  turns  oat  to  be 
a  rdease  from  nothing  1  a  release  from  absolute 
impossibilities ;  for  it  was  not  possible  to  guar- 
antee to  France  her  colonies ;  she  lost  them,  and 
there  was  nothing  to  gaarantee ;  it  was  a  one- 
sided guaranty!  She  surrendered  them  by 
treaty,  and  there  is  nothing  for  the  guaranty 
to  Operate  on. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Kme)  has 
given  a  vivid  and  able  piotare  of  the  exertions 
of  the  United  States  Govenunent  in  1>ehalf  of 
these  daims.  He  has  shown,  sir,  that  they  have 
been  pdd,  and  more  than  pud,  on  our  part,  by 
the  invduable  blood  of  our  citizens  t  Such,  in- 
deed, sir;  is  the  fact.  What  has  not  been  done 
by  the  United  States  on  behalf  of  these  cldms  I 
For  these  very  cldms,  for  the  protection  of  those 
very  claimants,  we  underwent  an  intnedible 
expense  both  in  military  and  navd  armaments. 
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[Here  the  hoDorable  Senator  read  a  long  list 
of  military  and  naval  preparations  made  hj 
Oon^r^  for  Hie  protection  of  t^eao  claima, 
specifying  the  dotes  and  the  nmnberB.] 

Nor  dia  the  United  States  oonflne  herself 
9o1el7  to  these  straiTHnu  ezeitioiis  and  expea- 
sive  armaments:  heddes  nddng  fleets  and 
armies,  she  sent  across  tho  Atlantic  embaseies, 
ambassadors,  and  agents ;  she  gave  letters  of 
marqne,  bj  which  every  injured  Individnal 
might  take  his  own  remedy  and  repay  himself 
his  losses.  For  these  very  claims,  sir,  the  peo- 
ple were  laden  at  that  period  with  heavy  taxes, 
besides  the  blood  of  onr  people  which  was  spilt 
for  them.  Loans  wore  raised  at  eight  per  cent 
to  obtain  redress  for  these  clidms ;  and  what, 
dr,  was  the  conseqnence  t  It  overtomed  the 
men  in  power  at  that  period :  this  it  was  which 
prodnoed  that  resalt^  more  than  political  dif^- 
ences. 

The  people  were  taxed  and  suffered  for  these 
same  claims  in  that  di^,  and  now  they  are 
broQj^t  forward  again  to  eodunist  the  public 
treasory  suain,  to  sweep  away  more  mUlions 
yet  from  the  people,  to  impose  taxes  again  npon 
them,  for  the  very  same  claims  for  which  the 
people  have  already  once  been  taxed ;  reviving 
the  system  of  '98,  to  render  loans  and  debts  and 
incambra^ces  again  to  be  reqnired ;  to  embarrass 
the  Government,  entangle  me  State,  to  impov- 
erish the  people ;  to  dig,  in  a  word,  by  gradual 
measnresof  this  description,  a  pit  to  plnnge  the 
nation  headlong  Into  inextricable  dimonhiy  ai^ 
rami 

The  Qoremment  in  those  days  perfbrmed  ita 
dnty  to  the  dtizens  in  the  protecUtm  (tf  thmr 
oommeroe,  and  by  vindicating,  asserting,  and 
satisfying  these  dluma ;  it  left  nothing  uidcme 
which  now  is  to  be  done ;  the  pretensions  of 
this  bill  are  therefore  ntterly  nnfonndedl 
Dnties  are  reciprocal :  the  duty  of  Government 
is  protection,  and,  that  of  dtizens  allegiance. 
This  bill  attempts*  to  throw  npon  the  present 
Government  the  duties  and  expenses  of  a  former 
Government,  'which  have  been  already  once 
acquitted.  On  its  port.  Government  has  ful- 
filled, with  energy  and  zeal,  its  duty  to  the  citi- 
zens ;  it  has  protected  and  now  is  protectiog 
thdr  lights,  and  asserting  their  Just  eli^as. 
Witness  onr  nav^  "ktipt  np  in  time  of  peace,  for 
the  protecti<m  N  oommeroe  and  for  tiie  profit 
of  otir  dtizens ;  witness  our  cnrisers  on  every 
point  of  the  globe,  for  the  security  of  citizens 
pursuing  every  kind  of  lawiril  buuness.  Bat, 
sir,  there  are  limits  to  the  protection  of  tiie  in- 
cerests  of  individual  citizens ;  peace  must  at  one 
time  or  other  be  obtained,  and  sacrifices  are  to 
be  made  for  a  valuable  consideration.  Now, 
sir,  peace  is  a  valuable  consideration,  and  claims 
are  often  necessarily  abandoned  to  obtain  it 
In  1814  we  gave  up  claims  for  the  sake  of 
peace ;  we  gave  np  claims  for  Spanish  spolia- 
tions at  the  ta«a^  oi  Fl(Hida^  we  gave  np 
di^ms  to  Denmark.  These  claims  auo  were 
gLvea  up,  Iom  anteriw  to  the  others  I  have 
xaentdoneoL  When  peace  la  made^  the  difauE 


[SmrATS. 

take  their  chance;  some  are  glvrai  up  for  a 
gross  snm,  and  some,  snch  as  these,  when  they 
are  worth  nothiDg  will  fetch  nothing.  How 
monstrous,  tiierefore,  sir,  that  meaanre  is,  which 
would  tranafer  abandoned  and  disputed  oUms 
from  the  country,  by  which  they  were  said  to 
be  dne,  to  oar  own  country,  to  onr  own  Gov- 
ernment, iq>on  our  own  dtizens,  requiring  ns 
to  pay  what  othm  owed,  (nay.  what  it  is 
donbtM  if  th^  did  owe^)  requirmg  ns  to  pay 
what  we  have  never  received  one  fiuihing  fw, 
and  for  which,  if  we  had  received  millions,  air, 
we  have  paid  away  more  than  t2iose  milUoos  in 
arduous  exertions  on  their  behalf  I 

I  should  not  dischai^  the  dnty  I  owe  to  my 
conntry,  if  I  did  not  probe  still  deeper  into  these 
transactions.  What,  etr,  were  the  losses  which 
led  to  these  claims  1  Gentiemen  have  indulged 
themselves  in  all  the  flights  and  raptures  of 
poetry  on  this  pathatio  topic ;  we  have  heard . 
of  "  udps  swept  from  the  ocean,  fitmilies  plunged 
in  want  and  ruin,"  and  soeh  likel  What  is  the 
fact,  ail  It  is  as  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire  has  said:  never,  air,  was  there 
known,  before  or  since,  such  a  flourishing  state 
of  commerce  as  the  very  time  and  period  of 
these  spoliations.  At  that  time,  sir,  men  inade 
fortunes  if  they  saved  one  ship  onl}(out  of  every 
four  or  five  from  the  French  cruisers  1  Let  us 
examine  the  stubborn  fiusts  of  sober  arithmetic 
in  this  case,  and  not  sit  still  and  see  the  people^a 
money  oharmed  out  of  the  treasury  by  the  per- 
eoanve  notes  of  poetry*  [Hr.  B.  here  reared 
to  public  documents  Bhowing  that,  in  the  years 
1798,  '94,  *96,  *»6.  '97,  '98,  ^9,  np  to  1800,  the 
exports  annually  inoreasea  at  a  n^id  rate,  till, 
in  1800,  they  amounted  to  more  than  $91,000,- 
000.] 

It  must  be  taken  into  oonrideration  that  at 
this  period  our  population  was  less  than  it  is 
now,  onr  territory  was  much  more  limited,  we 
had  not  Louifianaand  the  port  of  New  Orlefms, 
and  yet  our  commerce  was  far  more  fiouriabing 
than  it  ever  has  been  since,  and  at  a  time,  too, 
when  we  had  no  mammoth  banking  corporation 
to  boast  of  its  indispensable,  its  vital  neoesdty 
to  commerce  I  These,  sir,  are  the  facta  of  num- 
bers, of  arithmetic  which  blowawojtiie  edifice 
of  the  geutiemen's  poetry,  as  the  wind  soattuB 
straws. 

With  respect  to  the  parties  in  whose  hands 
these  claims  are.  They  are  in  the  hands  o£ 
insurance  ofilces,  assignees,  and  jobbers ;  they 
are  in  the  hands  of  the  knowing  ones  who  have 
bought  them  upfor  two,  three,  five,- ten  cents 
in  the  dollar  I  What  has  become  of  liie  scream- 
ing habw  that  have  been  held  up  after  the 
ancient  Roman  method,  to  excite  pity  and  move 
onr  sympathies  t  What  has  become  of  the 
widows  and  original  clumantsf  They  have 
been  bought  out  long  ago  by  the  knowing  ones. 
If  we  countenance  uiis  bill,  si^  we  dull  renew 
the  diEgraoeftil  scenes  of  1798,  and  witaiess  a 
repetition  of  the  inflftnous  firand  and  gambling, 
and  all  thft  (dd  artifices  which  the  oertificata 
funding  aot  gave  rise  to.   [ICr.  B,  here  read 
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several  interesting  extracts,  desoribiug  the 
Boenes  vhioh  then  took  place.} 

Onectf  the  lAost  revolting  feathrea  of  tUsbill 
is  its  relation  to  the  innirera.   The  most  in- 

famoiiB  and  odiooB  act  ever  passed  hj  Oongress 
was  the  certificate  fonding  act  of  1798,  an  act 
passed  in  faror  of  a  orovd  of  speculators ;  but 
the  principle  of  this  bill  is  more  odious  than 
even  it ;  I  mean,  ur,  that  (tf  paying  InsarerB  for 
their  losses.  The  United  States,  sir,  insure  I 
Can  any  thiugbe  oonceived  more  revolting  and 
atrocious  than  to  direct  the  fands  of  the  treas- 
ury, the  property  of  the  people,  to  snch  iniqni- 
touB  uses  ?  On  what  principle  is  this  gromided  t 
Their  oconpation  is  a  safe  one ;  they  make  cal- 
onlatioDS  agunat  all  probaoilities ;  they  make 
fortunes  at  all  times ;  and  especially  at  tiiis  veiy 
time  when  we  .  are  called  npon  to  refimd  thor 
losses,  they  made  immense  fortunes.  It  would 
be  far  more  jost  and  equitable  if  Congress  were 
to  insure  the  farmers  and  planters,  and  pay 
them  their  losses  on  the  fulnre  of  the  cotton 
crop ;  they,  sir,  are  more  entitled  to  put  forth 
sQcn  claims  than  speculators  and  gamblers, 
whose  trade  and  business  it  is  to  make  money 
by  losses.  This  bill,  if  passed,  wonld  be  the 
most  odimu  and  nnprincipled  ever  passed  by 
Congress.  • 


VONDAT  JaiTOABT  12. 

Mr.  EiNQ,  of  Georgia,  ftnnoonoed  the  arrival 
of  the  honorable  Au^d  Cdthbebt,  elected  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Goorg^  a  Senator 
of  the  United  States,  to  snpply  the  vacancy 
occa^oned  by  the  resiniation  of  the  Honorable 
John  Forsyth.  Mr.  K.  stated,  that^  owing  to 
an  accident,  Mr.  CnrHBSBT  had  lost  his  crmen- 
tials,  but  that  he  (Mr.  K.)  could  avouch  the  fact 
of  his  election;  and,  as  he  understood  that 
tiiere  was  a  precedent  for  the  motion,  be  moved 
that  Mr.  Odtbbbbx  be  permitted  to  take  his 
seat 

,  The  motion  was  agreed  to  witbontopporition, 
and  tiie  usual  oath  to  nipport  the  eonstitatum 
was  admiiustCTed  to  Mr.  Odthbbbt  by  tJie  Yiob 
PmmiMCBT,  and  JSi.  Odthbbbt  took  his  seat 

fivneh  J^liationa. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  special  order  of 
the  day,  being  the  French  spoliation  bill. 

Mr.  WsBSTiBsaid:  This  is  no  party  question; 
it  involves  no  party  principles ;  affects  no  party 
interests ;  seelu  no  party  ends  or  o*b1ects— and 
as  it  is  a  question  of  private  right  and  justice,  it 
wonld  be  flagrant  wrong  and  injustice  to  at- 
tempt to  give  to  it,  anywhere,  the  character  of 
a  party  measore.  The  petitionera,  tiieanfibrers 
under  the  French  spolii^ons,  belong  to  all  par- 
ties. Gtontiemen  <h  distinction,  of  all  parties, 
have  at  Afferent  times  m^ntained  tiie  Jnstioe 
of  the  claim.  The  present  bill  is  intended  for 
the  eqnal  reUef  of  all  sufferers ;  and  if  the  meas- 
nre  shall  become  a  party  measure,  I,  for  one, 
shall  not  pnrsno  it  It  will  be  wiser  to  leave  it 
tiU  bettw  ompioes  shall  appear. 


[Jahxiabt,  1835. 

The  question,  sir,  involved  in  this  case,  is 
essentially  a  Jndidal  questitm.  It  is  not  a  ques- 
tion of  pubms^lioy,  but  a  question  of  private 
light ;  a  qoestion  between  the  Government  and 
the  petitioners ;  and,  as  the  Government  is  to 
be  judged  in  its  own  case,  it  would  seem  to  be 
the  duty  of  its  members  to  examine  the  snlijeot 
with  the  most  scrupulous  ^ood  iUth,  and  ttw 
most  solicitous  desire  to  do  justice. 

There  ia  a  propriety  in  conmiencing  the  ex- 
amination of  these  clums  in  the  Senate,  because 
it  was  the  Senate  which,  by  its  amen^ent  pf 
the  treaty  of  1800,  ^d  its  snbsequent  ratifica- 
tion of  uiat  treaty,  and  its  recognition  of  the 
declaration  of  tbe  French  Government,  effectu- 
ally rdeased  the  d^ma  as  agabut  Fntnoe,  and 
forever  cut  off  tbe  petitioners  from  all  hopes  of 
redress  from  that  qnu^r.  -  The  claims  as  oWms 
against  our  own  Government,  have  their  foonda* 
tion  in  these  acts  of  the  Senate  itself;  and  it 
may  certainly  l>e  expected  that  the  Senate  will 
consider  the  effects  of  it^i  own  proceedings,  on 
private  rights  and  private  interests,  with  that 
candor  and  j.u8tice  which  belong  to  its  hi^ 
character. 

It  ought  not  to  be  objected  to  these  petition- 
ers, that  their  claim  is  old,  or  that  they  ore 
now  reviving  any  thing  which  has  heretofore 
been  abandoned.  There  has  been  no  deU^ 
which  is  not  reasonably  accounted  for.  T}ie 
treaty  by  which  the  claimants  say  &s3r  daims 
on  France  for  these  captures  and  confiscations 
were  released  was  conclnded  in  1800.  They 
immediately  applied  to  Congress  for  indemnity, 
as  will  be  seen  by  the  report  made  in  1803, 
in  the  House  of  Representatives,  by  a  com- 
mittee of  which  a  distingniahed  member  from 
Virginia,  not  now  living^  (Mr.  GHlea,)  was  dtudr- 
man. 

In  1807,  on  the  petition  of  sundry  merchants 
and  others,  citizens  of  Charleston,  in  Sonth 
Oarotina,  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Bepre- 
aentativM,  of  which  Mr.  Maiion,  of  that  State, 
was  didnnan,  made  a  wport,  dedaring  that 
the  committee  was  of  opinion  uiat  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  was  bound  to  in- 
demniJ^  the  ctumants.  But  at  this  time  onr 
affairs  with  the  European  Powers  at  war  had 
t>ecome  exceedingly  embarra^d ;  our  Govern- 
ment had  felt  itself  compelled  to  withdraw  onr 
commerce  from  the  ocean ;  and  it  was  not  until 
after  the  conclusion  of  the  war  of  1812,  and 
after  the  general  pacification  of  Europe,  that 
a  suitable  opportunity  occurred  of  presentioK 
the  sntgect  again  to  the  serious  consideration  m 
Oongress.  ;^om  that  time  the  petitioners  liave 
been  constantiy  before  us,  and  the  period  has  at 
length  arrived  proper  tar  a  final  decision  of  liidr 
case. 

Another  objection,  sir,  has  been  urged  against 
these  didms,  wdl  calculated  to  diminish  the 
favor  with  which  they  might  otherwise  be 
received,  and  which  is  without  any  substantial 
foundation  in  fact.  It  is,  that  a  great  portion 
of  them  has  been  bought  up,  as  a  matter  <^ 
speonlatioD,  and  it  la  now  tuMm  hy  ti^ese  pur- 
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chasers.  It  has  even  been  sud,  I  think,  on  the 
floor  of  the  Senate,  that  nine-tentha,  or  ninety- 
handredthfl,  of  aU  the  olaiins  are  owned  bj 
specniators. 

Saoh  nnfoonded  statements  are  not  only 
whollj  nqjust  towards  these  petitioners  them- 
selves, bat  thej  do  great  mischief  to  other  in- 
terests. I  have  observed  that  a  French  gende- 
man  of  distinction,  formerly  a  resident  in  this' 
country,  is  represented  in  the  pahlic  newspapers 
as  havii^  declined  the  offer  of  a  seat  m  Hie 
Tnnusk  admlniBtration,  on  the  ground  that  he 
eonld  not  support  the  American  treaty ;  and  he 
oonld  not  support  the  treaty  hecanse  be  had 
learned,  or  heard,  while  in  America,  that  the 
dums  were  no  longer  the  property  of  the  ori- 
ginal sufferers,  but  had  passed  into  unworthy 
hands.  If  any  such  thing  has  been  learned  in 
the  United  States,  it  has  been  learned  from 
aourcea  entirely  incorrect.  The  geneiid  fact  is 
not  so ;  and  this  prejudice,  thus  operating  on  a 
great  national  interest — an  interest  in  r^rd  to 
which  we  are  in  danger  of  being  seriously  em- 
broiled with  a  foreign  State— was  created, 
doubtless,  by  the  same  iuoorrect  and  unfounded 
SBsertiona  which  have  been  made  relative  to 
Hiis  other  class  of  rtiftim*. 

In  regard  to  both  dasses,  and  to  all  classes  of 
eliUma  o&American  dtizena  on  foreign  Oovem- 
ments,  the  statement  is  at  variance  with  the 
facts.  Those  who  make  it  have  no  proof  of  it 
On  the  contrary,  iocontrovertible  evidence 
exists  of  the  truth  of  the  very  reverse  of  this 
statement  The  claims  agdnet  France,  since 
1600,  are  now  in  the  course  of  adjudication. 
They  are  all,  or  very  nearly  all,  presented  to 
the  proper  tribunal.  Proofs  aocompaay  them, 
and  the  rules  of  the  tribunal  require  that,  in 
each  case,  the  true  ownership  should  be  folly 
snd  exaotiy  set  ont,  on  oath ;  and  be  proved  by 
tbepifier8,T0nehers,  and  other  evidfflioe.  Kow, 
sir,  if  any  man  is  acquainted,  or  will  make  him- 
self acquainted,  witn  the  proceedings  of  this 
tribunal,  so  far  as  to  see  wno  ore  the  parties 
claiming  the  indemnity,  he  will  see  the  absolute 
and  enormous  error  of  those  who  represent 
these  claims  to  be  owned,  in  great  part,  by 
apeoolators. 

The  truth  is,  or,  that  these  claims,  as  well 
those  since  180O  as  before,  are  owned  and  pos- 
sessed by  the  ori^nal  sufferers,  with  such 
changes  only  as  happen  in  regard  to  all  other 
propwty.  The  origmal  owner  of  ship  and 
cargo ;  his  representative,  where  anch  owner  is 
dead;  underwriters  who  have  paid  losses  tm 
account  of  captures  and  confiscations;  and 
creditOTS  of  insolvents  and  bankrupts  who  were 
interested  in  the  olums — these  are  the  descrip- 
tions of  persons  who,  in  all  these  cases,  own 
vastiy  the  lat^r  portion  of  the  claims.  This  is 
true  of  the  clums  on  Spain,  as  is  most  manifest 
from  the  proceedings  of  the  commissioners 
under  the  Spanish  treaty.  It  is  true  of  the 
claims  on  France  arisins  eince  1800,  as  is  equally 
manifest  by  the  prooeedinga  of  the  commission- 
ers now  sitting ;  and  it  is  equally  true  of  the 


clums  which  are  the  subject  of  this  discuenon, 
and  provided  for  in  this  bill.  In  some  instances 
claims  have  been  as^gned  fl*om  one  to  another, 
in  the  settiement  of  mnily  affairs.  They  have 
been  transferred,  in  other  instances,  to  secure 
or  to  pay  debts;  they  have  been  transferred, 
sometimes,  in  the  settiement  of  insurance  ac- 
counts ;  and  it  is  probable  there  are  a  few  cases 
in  which  the  necessities  of  the  holders  have 
compelled  them  to  sell  them.  Sat  nothing  can 
be  farther  from  the  trutii  than  that  they  nave 
been  the  general  subjects  of  purohaBe  and  aalf^ 
and  that  they  are  now  holden  nutnTr  1^  jmr- 
dusers  from  the  original  owners.  They  haTa 
been  compared  to  theunftmded  debt  Buttiiat 
consisted  in  scrip,  of  fixed  amount,  and  which 
passed  from  hand  to  hand  by  deliverr.  These 
daims  cannot  so  pass  from  hand  to  hand.  In 
each  case,  not  only  the  vdue  bat  the  amount  is 
uncertain.  Whetiier  there  be  any  claim,  is  in 
each  case  a  matter  for  investigation  and  proof; 
and  so  ia  the  amount,  when  tiie  justice  of  the 
claim  itself  is  established.  These  drcmnetancos 
are  of  themselves  quite  suffident  to  prevent  the 
easy  and  freqnent  transfer  of  the  claims  from 
hand  to  liand.  Hi^  would  lead  us  to  expect 
that  to  happen  which  actually  has  liappened; 
and  that  is,  that  the  daims  remain  witu  thdr 
original  owners,  and  their  legal  heirs  and  repre- 
sentatives, with  such  exceptions  as  I  have  al- 
ready mentioned.  As  to  the  portion  of  the 
daims  now  owned  by  underwriters,  it  can 
hardly  be  necessary  to  ^  that  they  stand  on 
the  same  equity  and  justice  as  if  possessed  and 
presented  by  the  owners  of  ships  and  goods. 
There  is  no  more  universal  maxim  of  law  and 
justice,  throughout  the  civilized  and  commercial 
world,  than  that  an  underwriter,  who  has  paid 
a  losa  on  dups  or  merdum^se  to  the  owner,  is 
entitied  to  whoever  may  be  reodved  tnm  the 
property.  ^  right  accrues  by  the  very  act  of 
payment;  and  if  tibe  proper^,  or  its  proceeds, 
be  afterwards  recovered,  in  whole  or  in  part^ 
whether  the  recovery  be  from,  the  sea,  from  cap- 
tors, or  from  the  justice  of  foreign  States,  such 
recovery  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  underwriter. 
Any  attempt,  therefore,  to  prdudice  these 
daims,  on  the  ground  that  many  of  them  belong 
to  insurance  companies,  or  other  underwriters, 
is  at  war  with  the  first  principles  of  Justice. 

A  short  hut  accurate  general  view  of  tiie 
history  and  character  of  these  claims  is.  pre- 
sented in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State^ 
on  tiie  20th  of  Hay,  1826,  in  oom|dianoe 
with  a  resolntimi  of  the  Senate.  Allow  me, 
dr,  to  read  the  paragraphs : 

"  The  Secretary  can  hsrdly  sappose  it  to  have 
been  the  inteution  of  the  resolution  to  reqalre  the 
expresdon  of  an  argrunentatlTe  opinion  as  to  the 
degree  of  lesponsiDUity  to  the  American  sulferets 
from  Frendi  qwliatlotia,  which  the  convention  of  ' 
1800  extingimbed  on  the  part  of  France,  or  de* 
volved  on  toe  United  States,  the  Senate  itsdf  being 
most  competent  to  decide  that  question.  Under 
this  impressioo,  he  hopes  that  he  will  have  auffi- 
cteotly  conformed  to  the  poiposea  of  the  Senate*  by 
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ft  brief  fltfttenwDt,  prepared  In  ft  harried  moment, 
of  whftt  he  vnderstands  to  be  tlie  question. 

"  The  seoond  article  of  the  convention  of  IBOO 
vas  fai  the  following  words  :  '  The  tsinJeterB  pleni- 
potantkrjr  ^  the  two  parties  not  being  able  to 
agree  at  present  reacting  the  trea^  of  altianee 
of  Ae  6th  of  February,  1778,  the  treaty  of  amitr 
ftnd  commerce  of  the  same  date,  and  the  conven- 
tion of  the  14th  of  November,  1788,  nor  upon  the 
indemnities  matoally  due  or  churned,  the  parties 
will  negotiate  &rtber  oa  these  subjects  at  a  conven- 
ient time ;  and  ontil  they  may  have  agreed  npon 
these  points,  tho  said  treaties  and  convention  shall 
have  no  operation,  and  the  rdations  (tf  tiio  two 
ooontries  shall  be  regnlated  as  follows.* 

**  When  that  c<Hiveation  was  hdd  before  the  Sen- 
ate, it  gave  its  consent  and  advice  that  it  shoold  be 
ratifled,  provided  that  the  second  article  .be  ex- 
punged, and  that  the  foUowii^  article  be  added  or 
mserted :  '  It  is  *grMd  that  tM  {weseot  oonveatlon 
shall  be  fa  force  for  tho  term  of  Blgbt  years  from 
the  time  of  the  exebange  ^the  f^loations;  *  and 
it  was  accordingly  so  ratified  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States  on  the  18th  day  of  rebmary, 
1801.  On  the  Slat  of  July  of  the  same  year,  it  was 
ratified  by  Bonaparte,  Unt  Consul  of  the  French  Be- 
pnUic,  who  inoorpoiftted  in  the  instrument  of  his 
rstiflcatlon  the  fiiUowIiig  olauwas  part  (tf  It:  *Tbe 
Goremment  of  the  United  States  hevhig  added  to  its 
ratification  that  the  ooavention  dtould  ^  in  force  for 
the  spuM  of  ei^t  years,  and  having  omitted  the  seo- 
oai  article,  the  Government  ol  the  French  Bepublio 
oonaonts  to  accept,  ratify,  and  oonfinn  the  above  con- 
veation,  with  the  addition,  importing  that  the  con- 
vention shall  be  in  force  for  the  qtaoe  of  ei^t  years, 
and  with  the  retrenchmeot  of  the  second  artide: 
Pmidtd,  That,  by  this  retrendunent,  the  two  States 
rewnuioe  the  respective  pretmsltHiB  which  are  the 
olject  of  die  said  article.* 

"  The  Fren<^  ratification  bdng  thus  conditional, 
vras,  nevertheless,  exchanged  against  that  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  at  Paris,  on  the  same  Slat  of  July.  The 
Freridrat  of  the  United  States  conmdering  it  neces- 
■aty  agafai  to  sobmit  the  eonveotion  in  this  state  to 
tin  Sooate,  <a  the  19th  6aj  of  December,  1801,  it 
was  resolved  by  the  Senate  that  they  considered  the 
said  convention  as  fiiUy  ratified,  and  returned  it  to 
the  President  for  the  usual  promulgation.  It  was 
accordingly  promulgated,  and  thereafter  regarded  as 
a  valid  uid  Unding  otHapact  The  two  contracting 
parties  thus  agreod,  by  the  retrendmient  a£  the  sec- 
ond artide,  mutually  to  fenouoee  the  reqwctive  pre- 
tensions irtddi  were  the  ol^eot  of  that  artiol^  Tbo 
pretenuons  of  the  United  States,  to  irtildi  sOuaion 
u  thus  made,  anwe  out  of  the  spoliations  imder 
eolor  of  French  authority,  in  contravention  of  Uw 
and  existing  treaties.  Those  of  Tnaoo  sprung  from 
the  treaty  of  alUaoce  of  the  6th  of  Februaiy,  1778, 
the  treaty  of  amity  and  oommeroe  oi  the  same  diirte, 
and  the  oouTention  of  the  14th  of  Norendia,  1788. 
Vhatarer  iMigations  or  indemnities,  from  these 
■ontoei,  either  party  had  a  ri^  to  denund,  were  re- 
spectively waived  and  abandoned ;  and  the  oon^der- 
fttion  which  induced  one  party  to  renounce  his  pre- 
tensibos,  was  that  of  renunciation  by  the  other  party 
of  his  pretensions.  What  was  the  value  of  the  obli- 
gations and  Indemnities  so  reoiprooally  TsnotOMd. 
can  talj  be  matter  <^  qieculation.  The  amount  ot 
the  butenudties  due  to  the  citixens  of  the  United 
States  was  Tety  large ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
fiUigation  was  great  (to  qped^  no  other  Rmch  pre- 


tensions) under  wUch  the  United  States  were  placed 
in  tiie  deventh  article  of  the  treaty  of  alliance  of  the 
6th  of  February,  1778,  by  which  they  were  bound 
forever  to  guarantee  from  that  time  the  tiien  posses- 
dims  of  the  Crown  of  France  in  America,  as  well  as 
those  whidi  it  might  acquire  by  the  ftatnre  treaty  of 
peace  with  Oreat  Britain ;  all  tiiese  poaseawms  hav^ 
tng  been,  it  is  believed,  conquered,  at  or  not  long 
jmor  the  exchange  of  tlM  ratifications  of  the  cuivMi- 
tion  of  September,  1800^  by  the  aims  of  Grart 
Britun  from  France. 

*'  The  fifth  article  of  the  amendments  to  the  con- 
fltitution  provides:  'nor  shall  private  property  be 
taken  for  pubUo  use  without  just  compensatiwi.'  If 
the  indemnities  to  irtuch  dtizena  of  the  United 
States  were  entitied  for  French  spoliations  prior  to 
the  SOth  of  September,  1800,  have  been  appropri- 
ated to  absolve  the  United  States  from  the  fulfihnent 
of  an  oUigation  iriiich  they  had  contracted,  or  fn»n 
tiie  payment  of  indemnities  wfaidi  tiiey  were  bound 
to  make  to  France,  tho  Senate  is  most  competent  to 
detendne  bow  for  sndi  an  appropriation  is  a  public 
use  of  {Mivata  pnqwr^  within  the  spirit  of  the  con- 
stitution, and  whether  equitable  conadenitions  do 
not  require  some  competuotioa  to  l>e  made  to  the 
dumants.  The  Senate  is  also  best  aUe  to  estimate 
the  probability  which  existed  id  an  ultimate  recov- 
ery from  France  of  the  amount  due  fiv  those  indem- 
nities, if  they  hod  not  been  renounoed ;  in  mabbg 
which  estimate,  It  will,  no  doubt,  pve  just  weight  to 
the  punful  conaldeiation  that  repeated  and  urgent 
appeals  have  been,  in  vmu,  made  to  the  justice  of 
ynnoe  for  satisfaction  of  flagrant  wron^  comnutted 
upon  property  of  other  citixens  of  the  United  States 
subsequent  to  the  period  of  the  SOth  of  September, 
1800." 

Before  the  interference  of  our  Government 
with  these  claims,  they  oonstitated  jnst  do- 
mands  against  the  Government  of  France. 
They  were  not  vagne  expectations  of  poadble 
fatore  indemnity  for  injuries  raoeived,  too 
nncerttdn  to  be  regarded  as  valnahle,  or  be 
esteemed  property.  They  were  just  demands, 
and,  as  such,  they  were  property.  The  coarta 
of  law  took  notice  of  tiiem  as  property.  They 
were  capable  of  being  devised,  of  being  di»- 
tribnted  among  hsin  and  next  of  kin,  ana  of 
b«ng  tnuufoned  and  assigned,  like  other 
le^al  and  just  debts.  A  clum  or  demand  for 
a  ship  niuasUy  seized  and  oonfisoated  is  {Hvp- 
.eriy,  as  clearly  as  the  ship  itselt  It  may  not 
be  BO  Talaable  or  so  certain ;  bat  it  is  as  clear 
a  right  and  has  been  uniformly  so  regarded  by 
the  courts  of  law.  The  papers  show  that  Ameri- 
can citizens  had  claims  agdnst  the  French 
Gk>Temment  for  ax  hnndrod  and  fifteen  vessels 
unlawfully  seized  and  confiscated.  If  this  were 
so,  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  the  Gioveniment 
of  the  United  States  can  release  these  claims 
for  its  own  ben^t,  with  any  more  propriety 
than  it  could  have  ^Ued  the  money  to  its 
own  UM,  if  the  French  Government  bad  been 
ready  to  make  compensation,  in  money^  for  the 
property  thus  illegally  seized  and  oonhscated ; 
or  how  the  Qovemment  oonid  apptopriaia  to  it- 
self the  jnst  dums  which  the  ownera  of  these 
six  hnndred  and  fifteen  vessels  hdd  againit  the 
wcomg-doeri^  without  makins-ffmpeiuptaiui, 
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any  more  titan  it  ooald  appropriate  to  itself, 
without  making  oompenaation,  six  handred 
and  fifteen  ships  which  had  not  heen  adzed. 
I  do  not  mean  to  saj  that  the  rate  of  compensa- 
tion ahonld  be  the  aame  in  hoth  cases ;  I  do  not 
mean  to  say  that  a  claim  for  a  ship  is  of  as 
much  value  as  a  ship ;  hat  I  mean  to  saj  that 
hoth  the  one  and  the  other  are  property,  and 
that  Government  cannot,  with  justice,  deprive 
a  man  of  either,  for  its  own  benefit,  withoat 
making  a  fair  compensation. 

It  will  he  perceived  at  onc^  air,  that  these 
claims  do  not  rest  on  the  gronnd  of  any  n^leot 
or  omission,  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States^  in  dwnanding  aatiafbotton 
from  France.  That  Is  cot  the  ground.  The 
Government  of  the  United  States,  in  that 
respect,  performed  its  fall  duty.  It  remon- 
strated against  Uiese  illegal  seizures ;  it  insisted 
on  redress;  it  sent  two  special  missions  to 
France,  charged  expressly,  amons  other  duties, 
with  the  duty  of  aemanmng  indemnity.  Bat 
France  had  her  subjects  of  complaint,  also, 
against  the  Government  of  the  Umted  States, 
which  she  pressed  with  equal  earnestness  and 
confidence,  and  which  she  would  neither  post- 
pone nor  relinquish,  except  on  the  condition 
that  the  United  States  woald  postpone  or  re- 
linquish these  daims.  And  to  meet  this  con- 
dition, and  to  restore  harmony  between  the 
two  nations,  the  United  States  did  agree,  first 
to  postpone,  and  afterwards  to  relinquish, 
these  chtims  of  Its  own  citizens.  In  other 
words,  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
bought  off  the  cltuma  of  France  against  Itself, 
by  discharging  claims  of  onr  own  citizens 
against  France. 

This,  sir,  is  the  gronnd  on  which  these 
citizens  think  they  have  a  claim  for  reasonable 
indemnity  ag^nsC  their  own  Government. 
And  now,  sir,  before  proceeding  to  the  dis- 
puted part  of  the  case,  permit  me  to  state 
what  is  admitted. 

In  the  first  place,  then,  it  is  universally  ad- 
mitted that  these  petitioners  once  had  Just 
claims  agunst  the  Government  of  France,  on 
account  of  these  illegal  c^tm-es  and  condem- 
nations. 

In  the  next  place,  it  is  admitted  that  these 
claims  no  longer  exist  against  France;  that 
they  have,  in  some  way,  been  extingnished  or 
released,  as  to  her;  and  that  she  is  forever 
discharged  from  all  duty  of  paying  or  satisfying 
them,  in  whole  or  in  part. 

These  two  points  being  admitted,  it  ia  tiien 
ueoessary,  in  order  to  support  the  present  bill, 
to  m^ntam  four  propositions : 

1.  That  these  (uaima  sabusted  against  EVanoe 
np  to  the  time  of  the  treaty  S^tember, 
1600,  between  Fnmoe  and  the  United  States. 

S.  ThiJt  they  were  released,  sorrendered,  or 
eztingnished,  by  that  treaty,  its  amendment 
in  the  Senate,  and  the  manner  of  ita  final 
ratification. 

8.  That  they  were  thus  released,  sorrendered, 
or  extingniflhed,  for  politioal  and  national  oon- 


siderations,  for  oUeote  and  purposes  deemed 
importtmt  to  the  United  States,  bnt  in  which 
these  claimants  had  no  more  interest  than  any 

other  citizens, 

4.  That  the  amount  or  measure  of  indenmity 
prmiosed  by  this  hill  is  no  more  than  a  fair 
aud  reasonable  compensation,  so  far  as  we  can 
jn^  by  what  has  been  done  in  similar  cases. 

1.  Were  these  subsisting  claims  against 
France  up  to  the  time  of  the  treaty  ?  It  is  a 
conclusive  answer  to  this  question,  to  say  that 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  insisted 
that  they  did  exist,  up  to  the  time  of  the 
treaty,  and  demanded  indemnity  for  them,  and 
that  the  French  Government  fhllx  admitted 
their  existence,  and  acknowledged  its  obligation 
to  make  suoh  Indemnity. 

The  n^;otiation,  which  terminated  in  the 
treaty,  was  opened  by  a  direct  propoution  for 
indemnity,,  made  by  our  ministers,  the  justioe 
and  propriety  of  which  was  immediately  ac- 
ceded to  by  vie  ministers  of  France. 

On  the  7th  of  April,  1800,  in  tiieir  first  letter 
to  the  ministers  of  France^  ICessrs.  Ellsworth, 
Davie,  and  Hurray,  say : 

"CiUzenn^iusters:  The  Tmderaigned,  ippredating 
the  value  of  time,  and  wishing  bj  frankness  to  evince 
th^r  nnceritf,  enter  directljr  upon  the  great  object 
of  Uielr  misaioa— «a  object  which  they  bdieve  may 
be  best  obtidoed  crtidbig  to  retrace  minutelr  tlw 
too  well  known  and  too  pdnfbl  Inddents  vUc^  nave 
rendered  a  negotiation  neceanry. 

"  To  satisfy  the  demands  of  justice,  and  render  a 
recondliation  cordial  and  pennfinent,  they  propose 
an  arrangement,  such  as  shall  be  ccHnpatitje  with 
nationsJhonor  and  existing  drcamstances,  to  ascer^ 
tain  and  discharge  the  equitable  claims  of  the  citi- 
seos  of  either  nation  npon  the  other,  irtiether  found- 
ed on  contract,  treaty,  or  the  bnr  of  nations.  The 
way  bemg  thus  prepared,  the  midei^gned  wUl  be  at 
liberty  to  stipulate  for  that  reciprocity  and  freedom 
of  commercial  intercourse  between  the  two  countries 
which  must  essentoaUy  contribute  to  thur  mutual  ad- 
vantage. 

"  ^ttld  this  general  view  of  the  subject  be 
prored  by  the  muiisters  plenipotentiary  to  whtun  it 
IB  addressed,  the  details,  It  u  presumed,  may  be 
easily  adjusted,  and  tiiat  confidence  restored  which 
ought  never  to  have  heen  abaken." 

To  this  letter  tLe  French  miidsters  immedi- 
ately returned  tiia  fbDoiring  answer  : 

"  The  mfailsten  plenipotentiary  of  the  Fmdi  Xte* 
pnblio  have  read  attratively  the  pn^radtion  tor  a 
plan  of  negotiation  which  was  oommnnicated  to  them 
by  the  envoys  extraordinary  and  ministets  |detdpo* 
tentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

"  They  tldnk  tiiat  the  first  ot^ect  of  the  n^otla- 
tion  OQght  to  be  tiie  determination  of  the  r^ula> 
tiooB,  and  the  steps  to  be  followed  for  the  estiuMrtioe 
and  indemnification  of  iqjnries  for  which  either 
tion  may  make  claim  for  itself,  or  for  any  of  Its  dti- 
zena  And  that  the  second  object  is  to  aaure  ttw 
execution  of  treaties  of  friendahip  and  commeroe 
made  between  the  two  nations,  and  the  aocomplieh- 
ment  of  the  views  of  redprocal  advantages  which 
Bi^gested  them." 

It  is  certain,  theref(»«^  that  &e  negotiation 
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commenced  in  the  recognition,  both  parties, 
of  the  existence  of  individual  clamia,  and  of  the 
Jnstice  of  making  satisfaction  for  them ;  and  it 
is  eqnallj  clear  that,  throughout  the  whole 
negotiation,  neither  partj  suggested  that  these 
claims  had  already  been  either  satisfied  or  ex- 
tingnlshed;  and  it  is  indisputable  that  the 
treaty  itself  in  the  second  artide,  ezpreasly 
admitted  their  existence,  aod  solenmlT'  recog- 
idnd  the  duty  of  providing  for  them  at  some 
ftatnre  |»eTiod. 

It  will  be  obserrecL  tar^  that  the  French 
n^tiators,  in  their  first  letter,  while  they 
admit  the  jnstioe  of  providing  indemnity  for 
individual  cluins,  bring  forward,  also,  claims 
arisiag  under  treaties ;  taking  care,  thus  early, 
to  advance  the  pretensions  of  France  on  ac- 
count of  alleged  violations  by  the  United  States 
of  the  treaties  of  1V78.  On  that  part  of  the 
case,  I  shall  say  Bomething  hereuter;  but  I 
use  this  first  letter  of  the  French  minister,  at 
present  only  to  show  that,  from  fha  first,  the 
SVench  Government  admitted  its  obligations  to 
indemnify  individuals  who  had  snffored  wrongs 
and  ii^nries. 

The  honorable  member  from  'New  York  (Mr. 
Wkoht)  contends,  sir,  that,  at  the  time  of 
concluding  the  treaty,  these  cltums  bad  ceased 
to  exist.  He  sa^s  that  a  war  had  taken  place 
between  the  United  States  and  France,  and  by 
the  war  the  olMms  had  become  extinguished. 
I  differ  from  the  honorable  member,  both  as 
to  the  fact  of  war,  and  as  to  the  consequences 
to  be  deduced  from  it,  in  this  case,  even  if 
pnblio  war  had  existed.  If  we  admit,  for 
argoment's  sake,  that  war  bad  existed,  yet  we 
find  that,  CO.  the  restoration  of  amity,  both 
parties  admit  the  justice  <tf  these  daims  and 
their  continued  existence,  and  the  party  against 
which  they  are  preferred  acknowledges  her 
obligation,  and  expresses  her  willingness  to  pay 
them.  The  mere  fact  of  war  can  never  extio- 
jgaish  any  dium.  If,  indeed,  oWms  for  indem- 
nity be  the  professed  ground  of  a  .war,  and 
peace  be  afterwards  concluded  without  obtain- 
ing any  acknowledgment  of  the  right^'such  a 
peace  may  be  constnied  to  be  a  relmquish- 
ment  of  the  right,  on  the  ground  that  the  ques- 
tion has  been  put  to  the  arbitration  of  tiie 
sword,  and  dedoed.  But,  if  a  war  be  waged  to 
enforce  a  disputed  dum,  and  it  be  oaxried  on 
tin  tiie  adverse  party  admit  the  ddm.  and 
agree  to  provide  lor  its  payment,  it  wonid  be 
strange,  indeed,  to  hold  that  the  claim  itsdf  was 
extinguished  by  the  very  war  which  had  com- 
pelled its  express  recognition.  Now,  what- 
ever we  call  that  state  of  things  which  existed 
between  the  United  States  and  France  from 
1798  to  1800,  tt  Is  evident  that  neither  party 
contended  or  supposed  that  it  had  been  such  a 
state  of  things  as  bad  extinguished  individual 
cl^ms  for  indemnity  for  illegal  seizures  and 
confiscations. 

The  honorable  member,  nr.  to  sustain  his 
point,  must  prove  that  the  United  States  went 
.to  war  to  vindiotte  these  clums ;  that  they 
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waged  that  war  unsuccessfiilly ;  and  that  they 
were  therefore  glad  to  make  peace,  without 
obtaining  payment  of  the  daims,  or  any  ad- 
mission of  their  justice.  I  am  happy,  sir,  to 
say  that,  in  my  opinion,  facte  do  not  authorize 
any  such  record  to  be  made  op  against  the 
United  States.  I  think  it  ia  dear,  air,  that 
whatever  misnnderstan^g  existed  between 
the  United  States  and  France,  it  did  not 
amount,  at  any  time,  to  open  and  public  war. 
It  is  certun  that  the  amicable  rdations  of  the 
two  countries  were  mocb  disturbed ;  it  is  cer- 
tain that  the  United  States  aothOTized  armed 
resistance  to  French  captnrea,  and  the  captures 
of  French  vessels  of  war  found  hovering  on 
our  coast ;  but  it  is  certain,  also,  not  only  that 
there  was  no  dedaration  of  war,  on  either  side, 
but  that  the  United  States,  under  all  their  prov- 
ocations, did  never  authorize  general  reprisala 
on  French  commerce.  At  the  very  moment 
when  the  gentieman  says  war  raged  between 
the  United  States  and  France,  French  dtixens 
oame  into  our  oourta,  in  their  own  namec, 
daimed  TestitntioD  for  prwerty  sdzed  by 
American  oroisers,  and  obtained  decrees  of 
restitution.  They  daimed  as  citizens  of  France, 
and  obtained  restoration,  in  onr  courts,  as  citi- 
zens of  France  It  must  have  been  a  singatar 
war,  sir,  in  which  such  proceedings  could  take 
place.  Upon  a  fair  view  of  the  whole  matter, 
Mr.  President,  it  will  be  found,  I  think,  that 
every  thing  done  by  the  United  States  was  de- 
fensive. Ko  part  of  it  was  ever  retaliatory. 
The  United  States  did  not  take  justice  into 
their  own  hands. 

The  strongest  measure,  perhaps,  adopted  by 
Congress  was  the  act  of  May  98,  1798.  The 
honorable  member  from  Kew  Tork  has  refer- 
red to  this  act,  and  chi«By  relies  upon  it,  to 
prove  the  existeno&  or  the  commencement,  of 
actnal  war.  Bat  does  it  prove  either  the  one 
or  the  otiier  t 

It  is  not  an  act  declaring  war ;  it  is  not  an 
act  authorizing  reprisals ;  it  is  not  an .  act 
which,  in  any  way,  acknowledges  the  actnal 
existence  of  war.  Its  whole  implication  and 
import  is  the  other  way.  Its  titie  is,  "  An  aot 
more  effectually  to 'protect  the  commerce  and 
coasts  of  the  United  States." 

This  is  its  preamble : 

"  Whereas  armed  vessels,  sailing  tinder  antfaorit^ 
or  pretence  of  authority,  from  the  Republic  at 
France,  have  oommitted  depredations  on  tbe  com- 
merce (tf  the  United  States,  and  have  leoently  oq^ 
tured  the  vessels  and  property  of  dtiiens  thereto,  on 
aad  near  the  coasts,  In  vidaUon  ci  the  law  of  na* 
tions,  and  treaties  between  tbe  Udted  States  and  the 
Trtach  nation ;  therefore" — 

And  then  follows  its  only  section,  in  these 
words: 

"  Sec.  1.  Bt  U  enacUd,  de..  That  it  shall  be  Uw- 
M  for  the  Freadent  of  tiie  United  States,  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized,  to  instruct  and  direct  tbe  ootn- 
nunders  of  the  anned  vessels  belonging  to  tbe 
United  States,  to  seize,  take,  and  bring  Into  any  poet 
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of  the  TTnited  States,  to  be  ptaceeded  aguosC  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  ci  nations,  an;  such  aimed  Tea- 
sel vhich  shall  have  eomndtted,  or  wliidi  shall  be 
fotmd  hovering  on  the  coasts  of  the  United  States 
for  the  parpose  of  eomn^tUng  depredatloBfl  on  the 
TesselB  belonging  to  dtlzens  thereof;  aAd  also  re- 
take my  ship  or  vesuH,  of  any  dtiien  or  dtizras  o( 
the  United  States,  which  may  ham  been  captured  by 
anj  sncb  armed  vessel." 

This  act,  it  is  trae,  antbortzed  tlie  use  of 
force,  ander  certain  circamstancea,  and  for  cer- 
tun  objects,  against  French  vessels.  But  there 
may  be  acts  of  authorized  force,  there  may  be 
assaults,  there  may  be  battles,  there  may  be 
captures  oi  ships  and  imprisonment  of  persons, 
and  yet  no  general  war.  Oasee  t£iB  kind 
mar  oocor  under  that  prnetioe  of  retortion 
irhioh  is  Jnstafied,  when  adopted  for  just  cause, 
by  the  laws  and  osages  of  nations,  and  which 
all  the  writers  distinguish  from  general  war. 

The  first  provision  in  this  law  is  purely  pre- 
yentive  and  defensive ;  and  the  other  hardly 
goes  beyond  it.  Armed  vessels  hovering  on 
our  coast,  and  capturing  our  vessels,  under 
authority,  or  pretence  of  authority,  from  a 
foreign  State,  might  be  captured  and  brought 
in,  and  vessels  already  seized  by  them  re- 
taken. The  act  is  limited  to  armed  vessds; 
but  why  was  this,  if  general  war  existed  ?  Why 
was  not  the  naval  power  of  the  country  let 
loose  at  ono&  if  there  were  war,  ag^nst  the 
commerce  of  the  enonyt  The  emisers  of 
S^ce  were  preying  on  onr  commerce;  if  there 
was  war,  why  were  we  restndned  from  general 
r^risals  on  her  commerce  t  This  rratrainmg 
of  the  operation  of  our  naval  marine  to  armed 
vessels  of  France,  and  to  such  of  them  only  as 
should  be  found  hovering  on  onr  coast',  for  the 
purpose  of  committing  depredations  on  our 
commerce,  instead  of  proving  a  state  of  war^ 
proves,  I  think,  irreBistibly,  that  a  state  of 
general  war  did  not  exist.  But  even  if  this  act 
of  Congress  left  the  matter  doubtful,  other  acts 
passed  at  and  near  the  same  time  demon- 
strata  the  understanding  of  Oongreae  to  have 
been,  that  although  relations  between  the  two 
oountriee  were  greatly  disturbed,  yet  that  war 
did  not  exist  On  the  same  day  Ofay  38, 
179^  in  which  this  act  passed,  on  which  the 
member  from  Kew  York  lays  so  much  stress, 
as  proving  the  actual  existence  of  war  with 
France,  (ingress  passed  another  act,  entitled 
"An  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  raise  a  provisional  army ;  " 
and  the  first  seetlon  declared  that  the  Presi- 
dent should  he  authorized,  "  in  the  event  of  a 
declaration  of  war  against  the  United  States, 
or  of  actual  invasion  over  their  territory  by  a 
foreign  power,  or  <tf  imminent  danger  of  such 
invasion,  to  cause  to  be  enlisted,"  ten  thou- 
sand men. 

On  the  16fh  of  Jnlj  following,  Congress 
passed  the  law  for  augmenting  the  army,  the 
second  section  of  which  authorized  the  Pte«- 
dent  to  r^se  twelve  additional  regimraits  of 
ln&nti7,  and  six  troops  of  light  drf^;oon^  "  to 


be  enlisted  for  and  during  the  continuance  of 
the  existing  differences  netween  the  United 
States  and  the  French  B^public,  unless  sooner 
discharged,"  &c. 

The  following  spring,  by  the  act  of  the  2d 
of  Harch,  1799,  entitled  "  An  act  giving  event- 
ual authority  to  the  Premdent  of  the  United 
States  to  augment  the  army,"  Congress  pro- 
yiAed.  that  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  in  case  war  should  break 
out  between  the  United  States  and  a  foreign 
European  Power,  &c.,  to  raise  twenty-four 
regiments  of  infantry,  &o.  And  in  the  act  for 
better  organizing  the  army,  passed  the  next 
day,  Congress  repeats  the  dedaration,  contain- 
ed in  a  former  act,  that  certain  provisions 
shall  not  take  effect  unless  war  shall  break  out 
between  the  United  States  and  some  European 
prince,  potentate,  or  State. 

On  the  20th  of  Fel»nai%  1800,  an  act  was 
passed  to  suspend  the  act  tar  augmenting  the 
anny ;  and  this  last  aot  declared  that  fbrther 
enlistments  should  be  suspended  until  the 
furtiier  order  of  Congress,  unless  in  the  recess 
of  Congress,  and  dunug  the  continuance  of  the 
existing  differences  between  the  United  States 
and  the  French  Eepublic,  war  should  break 
out  between  the  United  States  and  the  French 
Eepublic,  or  imminent  danger  of  an  invaaaon  of 
their  territory  by  the  said  Bepablic  ^ould  be 
discovered. 

On  the  14th  of  Uay,  1800,  four  months 
before  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty.  Congress 
passed  an  act  authorizing  the  suspension  of 
military  appointraenta,  and  the  disohai^  of 
troops  under  the  proTimons  of  the  previous 
laws.  No  oommentary  is  necessary,  sir,  on  the 
texts  of  time  statutes,  to  show  that  Con- 
gress never  recognized  the  existence  of  war 
between  the  United  States  and  France.  They 
apprehended  war  mi^ht  break  out;  and  they 
made  suitable  providon  for  that  exigency, 
should  it  occur;  but  it  is  quite  impossible  to 
reconcile  the  express  and  so  often  re^teated 
declarations  of  these  statutes  coAtmenomg  in 
1798,  mnning  though  1799,  and  ending  la 
1800,  with  the  actual  existence  of  war  between 
the  two  countries  at  any  period  within  those 
years. 

The  lionorable  member's  seoond  nrindpal 
source  of  argument,  to  make  out  the  not  (h  b 
state  of  war,  is  tiie  several  non-intercourse 
acta,  And  here  again  it  seems  to  me  an  exactiy 
mpodto  Inference  is  the  true  one.  In  1798, 
1790,  and  1800,  acta  of  Congress  were  passed 
suspending  the  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  United  States,  each  for  one  year.  Did 
any  Gkivemment  ever  pass  a  law  of  temporary 
non-intercourse  with  a  publio  enemy  ?  Such  a 
law  would  be  littie  less  man  an  absurdity.  War 
itself  effectually  creates  non-intercourse.  It 
renders  ail  trade  with  the  oiemy  illegal,  and, 
of  course,  subjects  all  vessels  so  found  engaged^ 
with^their.  cargoes,  to  capture  and  condemna- 
tion as  enemy"s  property.  The  first  of  these 
laws  was  passed  June  18,  1798,  the  lastFebro-. 
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aty,  27,  1800.   Will  the  faonorabld  member 
from  Nevr  York  tell  us  when  the  war  com- 
menced 1   When  did  It  break  oat  ?   When  did 
those  "  differences,"  of  which  the  acta  of  Con- 
ffresa  speaks  assame  a  character  of  general 
hoBtilitjrf   Wasthere  a  state  of  war  on  the  18th 
of  Jiue,  1788,  when  Ooiuress  passed  the  first 
non-intercoaree  act :  and  did  Congress,  in  a 
state  of  public  war,  limit  non-intercourse  with 
the  eoemj  to  one  year!    Or  was  there  a 
state  of  peace  in  Jane,  17981  and,  if  so,  I  ask 
again,  at  what  time,  after  that  period,  and 
before  Beptember,  1800,  did  the  war  break 
oat  t   DiEBcalties  of  no  small  magnitude  wat- 
roTiDd  the  gentleman,  1  think,  whatever  course 
he  takes  throagh  these  statatea,  while  he 
attempts  to  prove  from  them  a  state  of  war. 
The  tmth  is,  they  prove,  inoontestablr,  a  state 
of  peace;  a  state  of  endangered,  distarbed, 
.  agitated  peace;  bat  still  a  state  of  peace. 
Finding  uiemselres  in  a  state  of  great  mU- 
anderstanding  and  contention  with  France, 
and  seeing  our  commerce  a  daily  prey  to  the 
rapacity  of  her  cmisers,  the  United  States 
prcferred  non-lntercoarse  to  war.   This  Is  ike 
ground  of  the  non-interoonree  acts.  Appre- 
hending, nevertheless,  that  war  might  brei^ 
oat.  Congress  made  prudent  provision  for  it  by 
angmenting  the  military  force  of  the  country. 
This  is  the  ground  of  the  laws  for  raising  a 
provisional  army.   The  entire  provisions  of  all 
these  laws  necessarily  suppose  an  existing 
state  of  peace ;  but  they  imply  also  an  appre- 
bonnon  that  war  might  commence.   For  a 
state  of  actual  war  tbey  were  all  unsuited ; 
and  some  of  them  would  have  been,  in  such  a 
state,  preposterous  and  absurd.  To  a  state  of 
present  peace,  but  disturbed,  iatermpted,  and 
£kely  to  terminate  in  open  hostilities,  they 
were  all  perfectly  well  adapted.  And  as  many  < 
of  these  acts,  in  express  terms,  speak  of  war  as 
not  actually  existing,  but  as  likely  or  liable  to 
break  out,  it  is  clear,  beyond  aH  reasonable 
question,  that  Congress  never,  at  any  Ume, 
regarded  the  state  of  things  existing  between 
the  United  States  and  JEVanoe  as  being  a  state 
of  war. 

As  little  did  the  Executive  Government  so 
regard  it,  as  must  be  ^parent  ^m  the 
inBtmotions  given  to  our  ministers,  when  the 
mis^n  waa  sent  to  France.  Those  instmo- 
tions,  having  recurred  to  tiu  numerous  acts  of 
wrong  committed  on  the  commerce  of  the 
United  States  and  the  refiisal  of  indemnity  by 
the  Government  of  Franoe,  proceed  to  si^ : 

***  TUs  conduct  of  the  Preach  Bepublic  would  well 
have  josd&ed  sa  immediate  dedanition  of  war  on 
the  p«rt  of  the  ITnited  States ;  bat,  dedrous  of  main- 
taining peace,  and  still  willing  to  leave  open  die  door 
of  reeondlUtion  with  France,  the  United  States  con- 
tmted  thamsdves  irilh  preparatioiis  for  defence,  and 
BMSSures  calcolated  to  protect  their  oommerce." 

It  is  equally  clear,  on  the  other  band,  that 
neither  the  French  Government  nor  t^e  French 
ministers  acted  on  the  snppo^tiffli  that  war  hod 
Misted  between  the  two  nations.  And  it  ma 


for  this  reason  that  they  held  the  treatiea  of 
1778  stall  binding.  Within  a  month  <»  two  of 
the  signature  of  the  treaty,  the  ministers  plen- 
ipotentiary of  the  fVench  Bepublic  write  thus 
to  Messrs.  Ellswortii,  Davie,  and  Xxattj : 

"  In  the  first  place,  they  win  insist  apat  the  pia- 
ciple  already  laid  down,  in  tbdr  fomter  note,  Tiz. : 
that  the  treaties  wbidi  united  France  and  the  United 
States  are  not  broken ;  that  even  war  could  not  btve 
broken  them ;  but  that  the  state  of  nusmidetsUDd- 
hig  which  existed  for  sane  time  between  France  nd 
the  United  States,  by  the  act  of  some  ageola  ntfacr 
than  by  the  irtll  of  the  leqiecllTe  GovenBDeoti,  hi 
not  been  a  state  of  wsr,  at  least  n  tiw  ridi  <rf' 
France." 

Finally,  sir,  the  treaty  itself  what  is  itt. 
It  is  not  called  a  treaty  of  peace ;  it  does  not 
provide  for  putting  an  end  to  faoatilitiea.  It 
says  not  one  word  of  any  preceding  war ;  but 
it  does  say  that  "differenoes"  have  arisea 
between  the  two  States,  and  that  they  bare, 
therefore,  respectively,  appointed  tiieir  plen- 
ipotentiaries, and  given  them  full  power  to 
treat  npon  those  "  diflbrenoe^"  and  to  tomi- 
nate  the  same. 

But  the  second  article  of  the  b«Bty,  ts 
negotiated  and  agreed  on  by  the  ministers  of 
both  Oovemmenta,  ia,  of  itseU^  a  comiilets  re- 
fhtatiott  of  Uie  whole  argmnent  whidh  is  vipi 
ag^nst  this  bill,  on  the  ground  that  the  claims 
had  been  extinguished  by  war,  since  that  trti- 
ole  distinctly  and  expre^y  adcnowledges  the 
existence  of  the  claims,  and  contains  s  solemn 
pledge  that  the  two  Governments,  not  being 
able  to  agree  on  them  at  present,  will  negotiate 
forther  on  them,  at  convenient  time  there- 
after. Whether  we  look,  then,  to  the  deoaioni 
of  the  American  courts,  to  the  acts  of  Gongres, 
to  iho  instructions  of  uie  American  Execntifo 
Government,  to  the  language  of  our  ministers, 
to  the  declarations  of  the  fVenoh  Government 
and  the  French  ministers,  or  to  the  unequivocal 
language  of  the  trea^  itsd^  as  raiginaUy 
agreed  to,  w«  meet  irreristible  proof  of  the 
truth  of  the  declaration,  that  the  state  of  mu- 
understanding  which  had  existed  betveeatbe 
two  countries  was  not  war. 

If  the  treaty  had  remained  as  theminiBten  on 
boUi  ^des  agreed  npon  it,  the  claimants,  tbougk 
their  indemnity  was  postponed,  would  hare 
had  no  just  clMm  on  their  own  Government 
But  the  treaty  did  not  remain  in  this  statb 
This  second  article  waa  stricken  out  by  U« 
Senate;  and,  in  order  to  see  the  obrions 
motive  of  the  Senate  in  thus  striking  out  the 
second  article,  allow  me  to  read  the  vhws 
article.  It  is  in  these  words : 

"  The  ministers  plenipotentiarjr  of  the  two  paitiB 
not  being  able  to  agree,  at  present,  respecting  w 
treaty  of  alliance  of  the  6th  of  February,  1778,  toe 
treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  of  the  suae  d«te, 
the  convention  of  the  14th  of  November,  1788, 
upon  the  indemiuties  mutoally  due  or  dsimed,  the 
parties  will  nogoUate  further  on  these  snljecti  > 
convenient  time ;  and  until  they  may  ■Sf" 
upon  these  pdnti^  tin  said  tnatifls  sad  oDnraM 
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■h*ll  hare  do  opendon,  and  tbe  reUtioDB  of  the  two 
oooDtries  BhaU  be  regulated  as  followg." 

The  article  thus  stipnlatinff  to  tosike  the 
olaims  of  France,  under  tbe  old  treaties,  mat- 
ter of  fbrther  negotiation,  in  order  to  get  rid 
of  anch  negotiation,  and  the  whole  snhject, 
the  Senate  stmck  ont  the  entire  article,  and 
ratified  the  treatj  in  this  corrected  form. 
Pratice  ratified  the  treatj,  as  thus  amended, 
with  the  further  declaration  that,  by  thus  re- 
trenching the  second  article,  the  two  nations 
renounce  the  respective  pretensions  which 
were  the  object  of  tbe  article.  In  this  declara- 
tion of  the  £Venoh  Government,  the  Senate  after* 
wards  acquiesced ;  so  that  the  Govomment  of 
I>ance,  hj  this  retrenohment,  agreed  to  re- 
nonnce  her  cQidms  under  the  treaties  of  1778, 
and  the  United  States  In  like  manner,  renoonoed 
the  claims  o!  their  (ntizens  for  indemnities  due 
to  them. 

And  this  proves,  sir,  tbe  second  proportion 
which  I  stated  at  tiie  commencement  of  mv 
remarks,  viz. :  that  these  clidms  were  released, 
relinquished,  or  extinguished,  hj  the  amend- 
ment of  the  treaty,  and  its  ratification  as 
amended.  It  is  only  necessary  to  add,  on  this 
point,  that  these  claims  for  captores  before 
1800  would  have  been  good  dMms  under  the 
late  treaty  with  Franco,  and  wonid  have  oome 
in  for  a  mvidrad  in  tbe  fbnd  provided  by  that 
treaty,  if  they  not  been  released  by  the 
treaty  of  1800.  And  they  are  now  exoxoded 
from  all  participation  in  the  boieflt  of  the  late 
treaty,  because  of  sndi  release  or  eztingnish- 
mentby  that  of  1800. 

In  the  third  place,  sir,  it  is  to  be  proved,  if 
it  be  not  proved  already,  that  these  claims 
were  surrendered,  or  released  by  tbe  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  on  national  con- 
siderations, and  for  objects  in  which  these 
claimaDts  bad  no  more  mterest  than  any  other 
citizens. 

Now,  sir,  I  do  not  feel  called  on  to  make  out 
that  the  elidms  and  oom^ints  of  France  agdnst 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  were  well 
founded.  It  is  certain  that  she  put  fortii  such 
claims  and  complaints,  and  ii^sted  on  them  to 
the  end.  It  is  certain  that,  by  the  treaty  of 
alliance  of  1778,  the  United  States  did  guarantee 
to  France  her  West  India  possesions.  It  is  cer- 
tain that,  Vy  the  treaty  of  commerce  of  the  same 
date,  tbe  United  States  stipulated  that  French 
vessels  of  war  might  bring  their  prizes  into  the 
ports  of  the  United  States,  and  that  tbe  enemies 
of  France  should  not  enjoy  that  privilege; 
and  it  is  certain  that  France  contended  ^t 
the  United  States  had  plainly  violated  this 
article,  as  well  by  their  subsequent  treaty 
with  England  as  by  otiier  acts  of  the  Govern- 
ment. For  the  violation  of  these  treaties  she 
claimed  indemnity  from  the  Government  of 
the  Unttod  States.  "Without  admitting  the 
Justice  of  these  pretenrions,  the  Gov^ment 
(rf  the  United  States  found  than  extremely 
embarrasrinf^  and  they  authoriied  our  minis- 
ters in  I^ranoe  to  buy  uem  off  by  mcm^.  . 


[Senats. 

For  the  purpose  of  ahowbg  the  justice  of 
the  OTesent  bill,  it  is  not  necesBary  to 
that  France  was  right  in  these  pretoudons. 
Bight  or  wrong,  tiie  United  States  were 
anxious  to  ^d  rid  of  the  embarrassmenta  which 
th^  occasioned.  They  were  willing  to  com- 
promise the  matter.  The  existing  state  of 
things,  then,  was  exactiy  this : 

France  admitted  that  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  had  just  claims  against  her;  but 
she  insisted  that  uie^  on  the  other  hand,  had 
just  claims  against  the  Qovermnent  of  the 
United  States. 

She  would  not  satisfy  our  citizens,  till  onr 
Government  agreed  to  satisfy  her.  Finally,  a 
treaty  ia  ratified,  by  vhiohtlie  duniBon  both 
sides  are  renounced. 

The  only  question  is,  whether  the  relinquish- 
ment of  these  individual  claims  was  the  price 
which  the  United  States  paid  for  the  relin- 
quishment, by  France,  of  her  olaims  against 
our  Government?  And  who  can  doubt  it  I 
liook  to  the  negotiation;  the  claims  on  both 
sides  were  discussed  toother.  Look  to  the 
second  article  of  the  treaty,  as  originally  agreed 
to ;  the  claims  on  both  sides  are  tnere  reserved 
tt^^er.  And  look  to  the  Senate's  amend- 
ment, and  to  the  subsequent  declaration  of  the 
French  Government,  acqniesoed  in  by  the  Ben- 
ate;  and  there  the  claims  on  both  uaee  are  re- 
nounoed  together.  What  stronger  proof  ooold 
there  be  of  mntuali^  of  oonmawraon  f  Sir, 
allow  me  to  put  this  direct  qneetion  to  the  honor- 
able member  from  New  York.  If  the  United 
States  did  not  agree  to  renounce  these  claims,  in 
con^deration  that  France  would  renounce  hw& 
what  was  the  reason  why  they  snrrendered 
thus  the  olaims  of  tiieir  own  citizens?  Did 
they  do  it  without  any  oon^deration  at  all? 
Was  the  sorrender  wholly  gratuitous?  Did 
they  thus  solemnly  renounce  daims  for  indem- 
nity, so  just,  so  long  insisted  on  by  themselves, 
the  ol^eot  of  two  special  misuons,  Uie  snlyeots 
of  BO  much  previons  oontroversy,  and  at  one 
time  so  near  Wng  Hie  osnse  of  opm  war — did 
the  Government  surrender  and  renounce  them 
gratuitously,  or  fbr  nothing?  Had  it  no 
reasonable  motive  in  tiie  relinqniahment?  Su:, 
it  is  impossible  to  maintain  any  such  ground. 

Mr.  CALaomir  spoke  a  short  time  m  opposi- 
tion to  the  bill. 

Messrs.  Out  and  Wkbsibb  replied  to  the 
ottfections  of  Mr.  OAZBOTnr, 


TuBSDAT,  Jannary  18. 
t^reneh  SpolitOUnu. 

The  Senate  took  up  for  oonnderation  the 
special  order  of  the  day,  being  the  bill  granting 
indfflnnity  to  United  States  citizens  for  qralia- 
tions  oonunitted  by  France  on  the  American 
commerce  prior  to  tbe  year  1800. 

Mr.  Bms  sud  he  a^eed  with  the  Senator 
from  Massachnsetts,  uir.  Wjebstkb,)  that  tiie 
snl^ect  partikea  mnch  of  the  ohaniater  of  a 
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jndidal  qnestion,  to  be  decided  hj  the  effect 
of  treaties  and  the  general  law  of  nations. 

That  private  property  shall  not  be  taken, 
nor  appued  to  public  nse,  withoat  jost  oom- 
pensaition,  is  a  printiple  of  eqnit/  ingrafted 
Into  our  oonstitntfon;  not  made  by  it,  bnt 
expressly  reooffiixeA,  beoanse  it  was  pre-exist- 
ing, oniTenul,  and  Immntable. 

The  property  proposed  to  be  compensated  by 
this  bill  was  not  taken  by  the  Government  of 
the  Unitdd  States,  bnt  by  the  Government  of 
France  and  French  citizens,  aatdnst  the  con- 
sent of  the  United  States,  in  violation  as  well 
of  the  iaw  of  nations  as  of  treaties  then  snbsist- 
Ing  between  the  United  States  and  Vxaica. 
They  commenced  in  1798,  and  mn  to  the  80th 
of  September,  1800. 

The  arffoment  is,  that  the  United  States  have 
ap[>Ued  these  claims  of  American  citizens  to 
(heir  use,  in  essbaoge  for  indemnities  dne  by 
the 'United  States  to  Franoe,  on  aooonnt  of  the 
sapposed  breach  commitUa  by  the'  United 
States  of  the  guarantee  of  the  French  West 
India  possessions,  contained  in  their  trea^  of 
alliance  of  the  fifth  of  Fehmary,  17?8,  and  for 
a  rdease  of  that  guaranty.  To  miuntain  that 
ailment,  the  ire^y  of  amity  and  commerce 
between  the  United  States  and  France  of  the 
6th  of  February,  1778,  the  treaty  of  alliance 
of  the  same  date,  and  the  consular  convention 
of  the  14th  of  November,  1788,  are  relied  on 
as  having  been  subsisting  and  undischarged 
obligations  on  the  United  States  at  the  maMng 
of  the  treaty  of  the  80th  September,  1800: 
moreover,  that  a  ««tu  Jfadsru,  providea  for  in 
the  treaty  61  allianoe,  had  occurred ;  that  &e 
United  States  had  not  kept  thcdr  stipnlation  to 
Koarantee  the  French  poasesmon  of  the  West 
tadii  islands;  and  to  porohase  their  release 
from  France  for  that  past  breach,  and  from  the 
obligation  of  the  gnaranty  in  fhtnre,  they  had 
released  to  IVanee  the  dalms  of  the  American 
citizens. ' 

These  releases  are  supposed  to  have  been 
wrought  by  the  united  effects  of  these  causes 
— the  aet  of  the  Senate  in  ezpungii^  the 
second  article  of  the  treaty  of  1800 ;  the  assent 
of  France  to  that  retrenchment,  with  the 
declaration  "provided  that  by  tius  retrench- 
ment the  two  States  renounce  the  respecdve 
pretenrioDS  which  are  I3ie  olfjeot  of  the  said 
article:  and  the  acceptance  of  snoh  ratification 
from  France  by  the  treaty-making  power  of 
the  United  States. 

If  that  guaranty  was  a  subdsting  obligation 
at  the  signature  of  the  treaty  of  1800,  and  if  the 
United  States  have  purchased  their  release 
ft(m  the  guaranty,  or  from  indemnities  due  to 
France  for  a  past  breach  of  that  guaranty, 
in  consideration  of  the  daims  of  American 
citizens  on  France,  then  indeed  compensation 
is  due  to  such  citizens. 

Government  ought  to  protect  its  citizens 
in  their  lawful  pursuits  against  the  aggreeaons 
of  fordgm  powera  if  saOD  acts  be  committed 
against  the  law  ox  nations  or  of  treaties.  The 
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Grovemment  is  bound  to  come  to  the  assistance 
of  its  citizens  in  seeking  retribution  for  in- 
juries, if  denied  by  the  a^ressor. 

But  these  rights  of  the  citizens  to  protection, 
and  this  duty  of  the  Government  to  aid  ana. 
assist  in  seeking  retribntion,  is  circamscribed 
and  held  in  sul^eotitm  to  the  general  wel&re. 
The  Gorenonent  ought  to  prosecute  the  daimi 
of  its  citizens  upon  a  foreign  Govemmoit  with 
diligence  and  good  faith.  The  citizens  have  a 
right  to  expect  that  their  claims  to  compensa- 
tion shall  not  be  injured  by  any  ill  conduct  of 
their  own  Government.  But  no  citizen  has 
the  right  to  demand  that  his  claim  upon  a 
foreign  Government  shall  be  pushed  by  hia 
own  Government  to  the  extremity  of  war, 
much  less  to  a  war  which  is  inconnsteut  witix 
the  general  weal,  and  may  endanger  the 
national  existence  and  independence.  Sndi 
are  the  limitations,  without  dissent,  prtnnoli 
gated  by  those  aninemt  writers  who  have 
treated  of  Hie  law  of  nature  and  of  nationa 
as  a  system  of  morality,  jurisprudence,  and 
politics. 

Under  a  most  solemn  impression  of  the  hich 
obligation  imposed  by  the  Oonstitution  of  the 
United  States  to  protect  our  foreign  commerce, 
as  being  one  among  the  leading  inducements 
to'  its  {^option ;  ana  under  a  nill  persuaaon 
that  an  establl^ed  character  of  Government 
for  the  observance  of  justice  and  good  £utii  ia 
above  all  price,  (for  such  a  character  can  com- 
mand the  surplus  wealth  of  its  citizens  and  of 
the  world,)  I  proceed  to  examine  the  conduct 
of  the  GoTomment  of  the  United  States  relative 
to  the  claims  now  brought  np  for  compensa- 
tion. 

When  Freeddent  Washington  isaned  hia  pro- 
clamation of  neutrality  of  the  23d  of  April, 
1798,  a  state  of  war  existed  between  AustritL 
Frusna,  Sardinia,  the  United  Netherlands,  and 
Great  Britain,  of  the  one  part,  and  France  on 
the  other.  Tnat  man,  justly  styled  *'  first  in 
war,  first  in  peace,  and  first  in  the  hearts  of  his 
countrymen,"  took  this  position  for  his  country 
after  a  mature  deliberation,  ^ded  by  the 
counsel  of  those  eminent  statesmen  and  juriata 
who  stood  responsible  to  him  and  to  the  people 
for  the  fideUty  of  their  counsels.  Ur.  Jeaerwn^ 
then  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Hamilton,  tiie 
SeeretaiT  of  the  Treaso^,  and  JSx,  Edmund 
^ndcdph,  the  Attorney-General,  were  at  tiie 
number  of  those  distinguished  eitizeos  to  whose 
researches  and  discussions  Fremdent  Washing- 
ton had  recourse,  on  questions  of  great  pubUo 
concern,  to  assist  his  own  unrivalled  judgment 
in  coming  to  a  just  conclusion.  After  mi^ure 
deliberation  upon  the  then  existing  state  of 
things,  as  the  Senator  from  Uissouri  (Kir. 
Benton)  has  well  demonstrated,  Fresldent 
Washington  adopted  and  pursued  the  enlight- 
ened Qolicy  of  observing  a  strict  neutr^ity, 
cultivating  the  friendship  of  all,  and  observing 
existing  treaties  with  ^>od  faith.  He  deter- 
mined tiiat  the  United  States  wwe  of  rifl^t  to 
be  rejected  as  a  neotral  ia  that  war. 
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Bis  proclamation,  with  his  instmotiona  to 
the  collectors,  were  allnded  to  in  hia  apeeoh  to 
both  Houses  of  Congress  on  the  8d  December, 
1798,  at  the  opening  of  their  ensuing  session, 
and  were  laid  before  them.  The  addresses  of 
the  Senate  and  of  the  Eonae  of  RepreseutativeB; 
res^tivelj,  in  answer,  express  for  each  Eoase 
their  hearty  approbation.  The  Senate  said ; 

"  As  the  Enropean  Powers  with  whom  the  United 
States  have  the  most  eztensiTe  relations,  are  involred 
in  war,  in  which  we  had  Udcen  no  part,  it  seemed 
neeeauT  that  the  di^rasitioa  of  the  nation  for 
peace  would  be  promu^ted  to  the  v^orld,  as  well 
for  the  poipose  of  admoniatung  our  citizens  of  the 
conseqaenc^  of  a  contraband  trade,  and  of  acts  bos- 
tile  to  an;  of  the  belligermt  parties,  as  to  obtain,  by 
a  declantiou  of  the  exisdng  legal  state  of  thin^  an 
easier  admlsdon  of  our  ri^t  to  Qxe  immunities  of 
our  situation  ;  we  therefore  contemplate  with  pleas- 
nn  the  prodanwtion  br  70a  issued,  and  giro  it  our 
bwgr^^gobatfwL   we  deem  it  a  measure  well- 

The  address  of  the  Eonse  of  Sepresentatives 
is  equally  explicit  in  the  expressions  of  their 

(probation  and  pleasure  "  at  witnessing  the 
proclamation.  They  commend  it  as  an  act  of 
proper  vigilance  to  guard  agmnst  an  intemiption 
of  the  blesnngs  of  peace,  and  as  promoting  *'  by 
a  dedar^on  of  the  existing  lual  state  of  wings, 
an  eaner  admission  of  oar  ri^C  to  the  immupi- 
ties  belonging  to  our  situation." 

The  neutrality  of  the  United  States,  upon  the 
breaking  out  tn  the  war  between  France  and 
the  powers  of  Enrope,  was  that  <*  legal  state 
of  things." 

In  the  speech  of  President  Washington  to 
both  Houses  of  Congress,  on  the  19th  Novem- 
ber, 1794,  after  alluding  to  our  intercourse  with 
foreign  nations,  and  to  circumstances  whidi 
would  be  transmitted,  he  proceeds : 

"However,  it  may  not  be  unreasonable  to  an- 
nounce ^t  my  policy,  In  our  foreign  transactions, 
has  been  to  cultivate  peace  with  all  the  world ;  to 
obeerre  treatfes  with  pure  and  absotnte  laith;  to 
chedc  every  deviation  from  the  line  of  impartial- 
ity," Ac. 

The  Senate  and  the  Eouse  of  Representatives 
again  approved  the  policy  pursued  towards 
foreign  powers.  The  Senate's  address  conoludeB 
thus :  "  At  a  period  so  momentous  in  the  affairs 
of  nations,  the  temperate,  just,  and  firm  policy, 
that  you  have  pursued  in  respect  to  foreign 
powers,  has  been  eminently  cdcnlated  to  pro- 
mote the  great  and  essential  interests  of  our 
country,  and  has  created  the  &irest  title  to  the 
public  gratitude  and  thanks." 

Such  were  the  decisions  of  the  executive  and 
le^slative  councils  of  the  United  States  upon 
"the  then  existing  I^al  state  of  things."  The 
right  and  the  duty  of  the  United  States  to  be 
neutral,  and  to  demand  and  insist  upon  the  im- 
monities  of  our  situation  as  a  neutral  nation,  is 
most  emphatically  pronounced  by  those  whose 
.powers  and  duties  devolved  npon  them  the  h^ 
tnut  of  TM<»t*f<ii™]j  flw  national  ftithj  ff><^ 


watching  over  the  welfare  of  that  generation, 
and  they  did  so  decide.  That  decision  was 
thencefbrth  sustained  and  acted  upon  by  both 
Houses  of  Congress  during  President  Washing- 
ton's and  President  Ad^ns'  administratiooL 
down  to  the  final  ratification  of  the  tretttj  Ot 
the  80th  of  November,  1800. 

The  views  and  policies  of  the  French  B^ub- 
Uc,  as  declared  oy  her  accredited  minister, 
corresponded  with  that  of  the  United  States  in 
respect  to  the  nestraUty  of  the  United  States. 
The  communication  of  dtizen  Genet,  the  minis- 
ter of  Prance,  of  the  28d  May.  1798,  to  Mr. 
Jefferson,  Secretary  of  State,  so  far  from  daibn- 
ing  from  the  United  States  an  abandonment  of 
their  neutxalitTt  announoea  the  desire  of  Frwce 
"  to  increase  the  fnrosperity  and  add  to  the  hap- 
piness which  she  is  pleased  to  see  them  eqjoy," 
'*  The  obstacles  raised  with  intentions  hostile 
to  liberty,  by  the  perfidious  ministers  of  despot- 
ism, whose  object  was  to  stop  the  rapid  process, 
of  the  commerce  of  the  Americans,  and  the' 
extennon  of  their  principles,'  exist  no  more. 
The  French  Republic,  seeing  in  them  but  bro- 
thers, has  opened  to  them,  hy  ib»  decrees  now 
enclosed,  all  her  ports  In  the  two  worlds ;  has 
granted  them  all  the  favors  which  her  own  citi- 
zens enioy  in  her  vast  posseedons;  invited  t^em 
to  partadpate  the  benefits  of  the  navigation,  in 
granting  to  their  vessels  the  same  rights  as  to 
her  own,"  and  professed  himself  authorized  to 
enter  into  a  new  compact. 

In  the  progress  of  the  discussions  between  the 
two  Governments,  the  minister  of  the  United 
States  pressed  the  great  advantages  which 
France  derived  from  the  neutrality  of  the 
United  States,  in  receiving  supplies  and  carry- 
ing on  her  commerce.  France  was  fully  sensi- 
ble of  these  advantage.  She  saw  that  her 
.West  India  poesesf^ons  could  be  more  effectually 
supplied  with  provisions,  and  her  goods  in  neu- 
tral bottoms  more  advantageously  seonred  from 
the  captures  of  her  enemy,  and  her  own  veasds 
of  war  and  private  armed  vessels  as  well  as  her 
merchantmen  more  oonvenientiy  sheltered  and 
accommodated  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States, 
as  neutral,  than  as  belligerent.  The  guaranty 
wa?  never  a  subject  of  demand,  or  of  complaint, 
or  of  indemnity.  In  the  instructions  of  Mr. 
Randolph,  Secretary  of  State,  to  Kr.  Monroe, 
plenipotentiary  to  France,  of  the  10th  June, 
1794,  the  Secretary  says :  *'  From  Mr.  Genet  and 
Fanchet  we  have  uniformly  learned  that  France 
did  not  desire  us  to  depart  from  the  neutraUty, 
and  it  wonld  luve  been  unwise  to  have  asked 
US  to  do  otherwise :  for  our  porta  are  open  to 
her  prizes  while  they  are  shut  to  those  of  Great 
Britfun ;  and  supplies  of  grain  could  not  be  ftar- 
nished  to  France  with  so  much  certainty,  were 
we  at  war,  as  they  can  even  now,  notwithstand- 
ing the  British  instructions." 

As  late  as  the  11th  of  March,  1796,  the  Min- 
ister of  Foreign  Affairs,  Ch.  de  la  Croix,  ad- 
dressed to  our  minister  in  France  a  summary 
exposition  of  the  o<nnplainta  of  the  French 
B^blio  against  the  United  Statea.  The  sab- 
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Jeot  ttf  the  gnarantee  toaos  no  part  of  that 
statement. 

The  oomplaiuts  of  the  TTiuted  States  against 
France  commeticed  in  a  decree  of  the  9th  of 
JSajf  1798— in  Tiolataon  of  the  treaty  of  amity 
and  commerce  of  17V8 — which  decree  author- 
ized French  ships  of  war  and  privateers  to  stop 
and  bfing  into  uie  ports  of  the  Bepitblic  neatral 
vessels  Iwen  with  proviraons  belonging  to  nen- 
trals,  destined  for  enemy  ports,  or  with  mer- 
chandise belonging  to  enemies.  Merchandise 
belonging  to  enemies  to  be  good  prize  and  oon- 
fiBcated  for  the  benefit  of  the  captors — the 
provisions  belonging  to  neutrals  to  be  paid  for. 
Oitizen  Genet,  tae  minister  of  Prance,  granted 
Bdlitary  oommismons  to  Amerioau  dtizena  ia 
title  porta  of  the  United  States,  armed  and  equip- 
ped TCssels  in  onr  porta  to  omise  agunst  nations 
at  peace  with  the  United  States ;  exercised  ad- 
miralty and  maritime  Jorisdiction  in  condemning 
captured  vessels  brought  into  the  ports  of  the 
United  States — ^he  threatened  to  appeal  from  the 
President  to  the  people,  and  otherwise  so  dis- 
respected tiie  jurisdiction  and  anthorities  of  the 
United  States  as  to  produce  his  recall  by  the 
French  Bepnblic  at  the  reijnest  of  the  President. 
Without  going  into  a  tedioos  det^  of  French 
aggressions,  it  Is  sufficient  for  the  present  pur- 
pose to  alludQ.to  the  d^ms  of  American  tntizens 
lu  cl£u9dfled  by  onr  miniater  in  France  in  1794 ; 
and  agidn  as  reported  la  1797,  in  obecUenoe  to 
a  resolntion  of  tlie  Senate,  and  oommnnicated 
by  the  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Pickering,  pn  the 
38th  February,  1798. 

Ist  Captures  sanctioned  by  tlie  decree  of 
1793,  before  stated. 

2d.  Oondemnationa  of  vessels  and  cargoes 
under  marine  ordinances  of  France,  contrary 
to  the  treaties  between  the  two  countries. 

8d.  Spoilations  and  captures  of  American 
vessels  at  sea  by  French  ships  of  war  and  pri- 
vateers. 

4th.  For  the  detention  of  American  vessels 
by  the  same  embargo  at  Bordeaux. 

6th.  Seizure  and  forced  sales  of  cargoes,  and 
applying  t^em  to  puUic  use,  withoat  payment, 
or  withoat  adequate  payments. 

6th.  Kon-perfonDance  ot  contracts  made  by 
tlie  agents  of  the  Government  for  supplies. 

7th.  Non-pajment  of  bills  drawn,  and  debts 
contracted,  by  the  agents  of  the  Government 
in  the  West  Indies. 

The  depredations  at  sea  by  the  public  and 
private  armed  vessels  were  oontinaed  under  the 
sanction  of  the  decrees  of  the  French  Directory; 
and  it  appears  by  the  letter  of  lb*.  Monroe,  onr 
minister  at  Paris,  of  the  16th  of  February,  1796, 
to  Mr.  Pickering,  the  Secretary  of  State,  our 
Government  was  informed  that  the  French 
Minister  of  Foreign  Afflurs  had  announced  to 
him  Uiat  the  iMrectory  oS  France  considered 
the  alliance  as  oeaidng  to  exist  from  the  moment 
our  treaty  of  1794,  with  Great  Britain,  was 
roUficd.  And  on  the  20th  of  February,  1796, 
the  same  minister  again  repeated  to  our  miMs- 
ter,  that,  by  the  trea^  of  1794  with  Great 
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Britain,  "ours  with  IVanoe  wna  annihilft* 

ted."*. 

On  the  7th  July,  1798,  an  act  was  passed  by 
the  Oon^Ms  of  the  United  States,  and  approved 
by  the  President,  entitled  "  An  act  to  declare 
the  treaties  heretofore  concluded  with  France 
no  longer  obligatory  on  the  United  States." 
[Here  Mr.  B.  read  that  act,  in  the  following 
words :] 

"Whereas  the  treaties  concluded  between  tbe 
United  States  and  France  have  been  repeatedlj  vio- 
lated on  Hxe  part  of  the  French  Govermnent,  um]  the 
jost  clahns  of  the  United  States  for  r^Miation 
the  iojoriea  so  oommitted  have  been  reftised,  and 
their  sttempta  to  negotiate  an  amicable  a<^u8tmait 
of  all  complunta  between  the  two  nationl  hare  been 
repelled  with  indignltj :  and  whereas,  under  autbor> 
it;  ot  the  IVench  Goremment,  there  is  yet  parsned 
against  the  United  States  a  system  of  predatoiy  vio- 
lence, infracting  the  said  treaties,  and  hoe  tile  to  the 
ri^te  of  a  free  and  indepeodent  nation : 

"Sec  1.  Seit«naet«d  I9  tkt  Senate  md  fibuM 

Repreteniativet  of  the  United  Btatet  of  Anurieu 
t»  Congnu  auembUdf  That  the  United  States  are  of 
rigl^t  free  and  eionerated  from  the  stipulations  of 
the  treaties,  and  of  the  consnbr  convention,  here- 
tofore conduded  between  the  United  States  and 
France ;  and  that  the  same  shall  not  henceforth  be 
regarded  as  legally  obUratory  on  the  Government 
ani  dtisens  of  the  UidtM  States." 

The  facts  redted  in  that  act,  of  repeated  tn- 
firaotions  on  the  part  of  the  French  Government, 
refusal  of  demanded  reparation,  the  indignittea 
oflfered  to  onr  miiusters  authorized  to  negotiate, 
and  of  predatory  violence,  were  notorious  at 
that  day,  aud  are  fully  sustained  by  the  diplo- 
matic correspondence,  from  1798  down  to  that 
time. 

Oonneoted  with  this  state  of  our  foreign  af- 
fairs,  about  thirty  acts  were  passed, 

[Here-Hr.  Bieb  read  the  titie  and  stated  the  olileot 
of  eacbact] 

By  force  of  these  laws  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  decrees  of  France,  the  armed  vessels  of 
the  United  States  were  brought  into  collision 
with  the  armed  vessels  of  France,  both  pnblio 
and  private.  Haid-fooght  battles  ensoed.  Pub- 
lie  and  pr^ate  vessels  were  snbdnedf  seized, 
libelled,  and  condemned  as  lawfiil  prise  to  the 
captors ;  about  eighty  armed  vessels  of  Fhmoa 
were  taken.   A  nav^  warfare  was  waged. 

But  it  is  said  it  did  not  have  the  effect  of 
abrogating  pre-ezistiag  treaties,  or  cancelling 
pre-existing  claims  for  retributions  or  indemni- 
ties; because  it  was  not  a  general  war;  be- 
cause no  war  was  declared ;  because  the  arma- 
ments and  enactions  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  professed  to  be  defen^ve,  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  commerce  of  tlie  United  States. 
Yet  it  is  true  that  this  was  war  in  fact ;  war 
after  repeated  demands  and  refusals  of  retribu- 
tions for  past  injuries ;  after  the  refhsal  <tf 
France  to  receive  our  spedal  envoy  and  minis- 
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ter  plenipotentiary,  iii.  Obarles  0.  Fincbuey, 
clothed  with  fiiU  powers  to  treat  of  all  com- 

EUunts  on  either  tdde,  after  the  commercial 
iterootuse  between  the  two  countries  had  been 
ioterdicted  by  the  United  States ;  after  the 
If  inieter  of  Fcareign  Aflairs  of  France  had  an- 
nounced to  oar  minister  at  Paris,  that  the 
l^rmdb  Directory  cwsidered  the  ttestj  between 
Uie  United  States  and  France  "as  oeanng  to 
exist,"  as  "  annihilated ; "  after  the  snbseqaent 
aggresrions  of  France  corresponded  with  that 
annunciation ;  and  after  the  act  of  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  of  the  7th  of  July,  1798, 
had  declared  the  treaties  th«retofbre  Mmolnded 
with  France  no  longer  oUigatoiy  on  the  United 
States. 

It  is  tnie  that  the  acts  of  28th  Ifay,  1798, 
and  25th  of  Jone  of  that  year,  for  protecting 
onr  commerce^  confined  captores,  to  be  made 
by  otir  armed  vessels,  to  sach  vessds  of  France 
as  had  committed,  or  were  horering  on  onr 
coast  to  commit  d^redations,  to  ue  reca^ 
tare  of  American  vessels  captured  by  French 
vessds.  Bnt  the  aot  <^  July  9th.  1798,  (after 
the  abrogation  of  the  treaties  was  declared,)  au- 
thorized the  pnblio  and  private  armed  vessels 
of  the  United  States  "to  sabdncj  seize,  and 
take,  any  armed  French  vessel  withm  the  Juris- 
dictional limits  of  the  United  States,  m  else- 
where, on  t&e  bis^  seas,"  withovit  other  qnali- 
flcation. 

It  is  tme  that  this  fighting  was  not  in  par- 
B nance  of  any  formal  declaration  of  war  by 
^ther  party.  Yet  ihe  conflicts  were  again  and 
oftentimes  repeated  by  the  authority  of  the 
pnblio  laws  and  iecarwa  of  the  two  coon  tries. 
The  laws  of  the  Uidted  States  anilioiized  prists, 
prisonwO}  and  retaliations  to  be  made  of  French 
vessels  and  upon  Frenchmen. 
.  According  to  these  definitions  of  war,  the 
state  of  affairs  between  the  United  States  and 
France,  from  the  9th  of  Joly,  1798,  to  the  SOth 
of  September,  1800,  was  not  a  state  of  peace. 
The  United  States  had  sought,  by  negotiation, 
retribution  for  the  past,  and  security  against 
future  a^^essions,  without  success.  To  meet 
this  state  of  affidrs,  the  army  and  navy  was 
increased ;  munitions  of  war  had  been  provided. 
The  preparations  and  demonstrations  for  forcible 
redress,  were  as  formidable  as  the  population 
and  resources  of  the  United  States,  at  that  time, 
would  Justify.  The  ships  of  war  and  private 
armed  vessels,  by  authority  of  law,  were  instruct- 
ed to  snbdue,  seize,  and  take,  the  public  and 
private  armed  vessds  of  France,  and  many  bat- 
tles upon  tiie  ocean  ensued. 

I  do  not  contend  that  this  was  ageneral  war, 
which  put  all  the  citizens  of  the  ^ited  States 
in  hostility  with  all  the  citizens  of  the  French 
Bepublic  It  was  a  qualified  war — a  maritime 
war ;  or,  as  designated  in  the  language  of  the 
day,  a  qiuui  war. 

I  have  traced  the  actual  condition  of  afi&irs, 
with  this  particularity,  not  with  intent  to  deduce 
the  abrogation  of  the  treaties  of  1778  and  con- 
solar  convemtion  of  1788,  as  the  regular  oonse- 
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auence  of  war,  but  to  impress  more  em^atically 
lie  posture  of  the  two  countries  at  the  time  the 
treaty  of  1800  was  negotiated. 

The  United  States  had  aided  their  citizens  in 
dananding  retribution  for  qwliations  upon  their 
oommeroe ;  they  had  diligently,  faithfully,  and 
eamestiy  endeavored,  by  negotiation,  Ui  effect 
payment  for  injuries  mflictad,  and  security 
a^inst  the  ftitore.  France  oould  not,  or  would 
not,  make  conq>enBation.  AO  that  the  importu- 
nity of  the  Government  of  the  Unified  States, 
backed  by  the  preparations  by  sea  and  land, 
could  effect  for  tbeir  citizens,  was  the  treaty  ox 
the  SOth  September,  1800.  These  claims,  pro- 
posed to  be  compensated  by  this  bill,  are  the 
very  causes  of  all  the  notes  and  preparatimis 
for  war,  and  of  this  ^wui  war,  to  the  SOth  Sep- 
tember, 1800. 

President  Washington,  from  1793  to  1797, 
was  unable  to  procure  from  France  any  satis- 
factory arrangement  upon  the  sul^jeot  of  thue 
spoliations. 

President  Adams  pursued  the  subject  dQ{> 
gentiy  and  f^thfuUy  unto  the  treaty  of  the  80th 
September,  1800.  The  State  Papers  show  that, 
under  'both  administarationB,  the  negotiations 
were  conducted  with  very  great  ability  and 
force  of  argument. 

A  decent  respect  for  the  constituted  authori- 
ties of  my  country,  who  n^otiated  and  ratified 
that  treaty,  requires  of  me  to  say  it  was  the 
best  that  could  be  obtained.  The  history  of 
the  state  of  affairs  in  France  at  that  day,  and 
review  of  the  negotiation,  a  Just  confidence  in 
the  patriotism  and  judgment  of  my  countrymen, 
who  framed,  aj^prove^  and  ratified  that  tre^, 
assures  me  it  was  the  best  attitoable.  The 
cb<^  of  alternatives  was  then  presented,  to 
take  such  a  treaty,  or  push  on  in  that  course  of 
measures  which  was  fast  sweeping  us  into  the 
vortex  of  European  politics.  A  single  progres- 
sion from  the  quasi  war  would  have  plunged  us 
into  the  whirlpool  of  the  continental  war. 

Those  who  at  that  day  filled  the  departments 
of  our  Government,  to  whom  the  constitution 
had  confided  the  powers  to  conduct  our  foreign 
intercourse,  and  to  maintain  our  rights  and 
interests  ogunst  foreign  nations,  did  accede  to 
this  treaty.  They  had  an  intimate  knowledge 
of  the  passing  evento.  To  them  it  belonged  to 
proride  for  the  interests  and  happiness  ckT  that 
generation.  I  will  not  ait  in  judgment  to  con- 
demn Uieir  oondnct  overhaul  their  prooeedingSj, 
and  reverse  their  dedsion,  after  the  lapse  of  a 
tiiird  of  a  century.  If  it  is  necessary  to  good 
order  and  the  well-being  of  society  that  the 
judicial  deolnons  of  the  country  shall  stand,  it 
IS  not  less  so  to  have  some  stability  in  the  poli- 
tical decisions  of  the  Govemment  upon  matteM 
confessedly  belonging  to  the  discretion  and  pow- 
ers of  the  executive  and  legislative  departments. 
Stability  in  the  action  of  Govemment  is  neces- 
sary to  confidence,  good  order,  and  human  hap- 
piness. 

In  reviewing  the  conduct  of  the  American 
Govemmoit  from  1798  to  the  final  ratifioatim 
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of  the  treatT  of  1800,  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
dntj  of  endeavoring  to  protect  t}ie  commerce 
of  the  Union :  of  assertmf^  the  rights,  pnhlic 
and  indiTidoal,  and  maintiumng  them  against 
foreign  powers,  were  doly  respected  and  ob- 
served. Thejneans  of  fomlling  tliat  datj  were 
prudently  selected,  diligentij  prosecuted,  and 
faithfdlly  conducted.  U  those  means  did  not 
command  the  fall  measnre  of  protection  and 
indemnity  for  injuries  inflicted  bj  foreign  pow> 
ers,  the  &nlt  is  not  with  oar  Qovemment.  Our 
negotiations  were  condncted  with  very  great 
ability.  Our  military  and  naval  establisbmeots 
were  increased,  mnnitions  of  war  were  provid- 
ed, the  physical  powers  of  the  conntry  were  pnt 
in  requisition,  and  the  sinews  of  war  were  pro- 
vided. If  our  rights  were  not  completely  and 
fnlly  protected,  if  foil  compensation  to  oar  oiti- 
zens  for  wrongs  oommitted  was  not  obtained, 
the  fidlnre  must  be  attributed  to  Hie  pecnliar 
temper  of  the  times,  to  the  gigantic  straggles 
and  peculiar  character  and  desolations  of  this 
wide-spread  war&te.  If  the  efforts  of  the 
American  Government  did  not  obttun  success, 
they  deserved  it.  If  oar  negotiators,  strength- 
ened by  our  preparations  by  sea  and  Und,  by 
non-interoourae,  by  the  maritime  war,  by  the 
thunders  of  our  cannon,  with  the  capture  of 
eighty-three  French  armed  vessels,  coald  not 
compel  Franca  to  terms  satisfactory,  in  all  re- 
spects, to  our  aedres,  there  is  no  just  oause  of 
complaint  against  our  Government  as  having 
done  too  Itme ;  the  pnbUo  soitiment  of  that 
dqr  was,  tibe  Government  had  done  too  much. 
The  United  States  bad  proceeded  so  far  in  pros- 
ecQtion  of  satisfaction  for  these  claims,  and 
jfor  protectii^  our  maritime  rights,  that  a  Bangle 
advance  beyond  would  have  plunged  them  into 
the  ^en  and  gmeral  war  then  ra^ng  npon 
the  European  continent  and  upon  the  ocean. 
All  Europe  was  convulsed ;  republican  France, 
with  gigantic  strength,  invigorated  by  a  devo- 
tion to  liberty,  was  contendmg  with  the  coali- 
tion of  the  most  formidable  powers  and  poten- 
tates. In  this  mighty  waifare  ancient  laws 
and  usages  feepectmg  t^  rights  of  neutrals 
were  disre^vded  by  the  belligerents:  new 
principles  ^  maritime  law  were  proclaimed. 
Great  Britain, and  France  each  made  war  npon 
t^e  rights  of  neutrals,  for  the  porpose  of  Veaken- 
ing  the  resources  of  the  adversary ;  even  pro- 
visiouB,  belonging  to  neutrals,  on  board  of  neu- 
tral vessels,  were  treated  as  articles  contraband 
of  war,  under  a  pretence  of  starving  thirty 
millions  of  Frenchmen  into  submission.  The 
duration  and  isaoe  of  the  war  was  then  beyond 
the  ken  of  mortals.  It  only  terminated  with 
the  battle  of  Waterloo.  The  soundest  policy, 
^e  best  interests  of  the  United  States,  public 
sentiment,  forbid  them  from  proceeding  to  an 
open  and  general  w«^  which  would  have  en- 
dangered evm  our  Union  and  independence. 
Ilia  oonnoilB  of  the  United  States  prenrred  the 
treaty  ot  1800  to  the  hazards  of  the  wsr,  and 
ratified  it,  which,  patliDg  an  end  to  the  j)«ai< 
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war,  enabled  them  to  assume  a  position  of  strict 
and  unqualified  neutrality. 

This  fwui  war  had  ^ven  rise  to  direct  taxes, 
excises,  and  loans,  to  mcreased  armies  and  na- 
vies. The  whole  ocnnmunity  were  made  to  bear 
large  contributions  to  m&faitftin  onr  nentral 
rights,  including  redress  for  usuries  whidi  are 
the  objects  of  tnis  bill.  Having  done  bo  much, 
Qie  obligatioos  of  dn^  and  regard  for  the  pri- 
vate rights  of  our  citizens  involved  in  those 
measures  were  fdlfllled.  Individual  righte  and 
interests  are  held  in  subjection  to  the  common 
ff>oi.  No  citizen  has  xb.6  right  to  require  his 
Government  to  prosecute  .his  chums  upon  a 
foreign  Government  to  open  war.  That  is  a 
question  of  policy  and  regard  for  the  general 
welfare.  The  extremities  <«  Hie  commonwealth 
are  onaoswerable  exceptions  to  all  sorts  of  pri- 
vate rights  and  priTi^gflB.  It  is  a  oontradioticm 
to  pretend  to  be  a  dtazen  under  the  protection 
of  a  Government,  and  yet  to  claim  a  rij^t 
wholly  inconsistent  with  the  common  safe^. 

Whatever  losses  these  claimants  have  sus- 
tidned,  they  flow  from  the  injuries  inflicted  by 
a  foreign  Government.  The  prindples  of  moral 
jurisprudence  and  politics  make  a  distinction 
between  the  rights  of  a  citizen  when  his  prcraer- 
ty  is  taken  by  his  own,  and  when  taken  by  a 
foreign  Government.  In  the  first  case,  the  citi- 
zen has  a  perfect  right  to  demand,  and  have,  of 
his  own  Government,  comjpensation  for  the  loas ; 
and  this  obligation  subsists  until  payment  is 
made.  Nor  is  tiie  State  acquit  presmt  ina- 
bility ;  whenever  she  possesses  uie  means,  the 
daim  must  be  respected  and  paid.  But  for 
damages  caused  by  a  foreign  Power,  no  right 
accrues  to  the  citizen  to  demand  and  have  com- 
pensation from  his  own  QovOTnment.  In  sudi 
case  the  soverdgn  ought  to  interpose,  as  far  as 
tite  situation  of  affurs,  aod  the  common  inter- 
ests and  safety  will  permit,  to  aid  the  dtizen  la 
demanding^and  receiving  satisfioction  from  such 
foreign  Power.  The  Government  ou^ht  to  abb  w 
.  an  equitable  regard  for  such  8u£Fenng  of  the 
citizen;  but  the  extent  to  which  that  regard 
shall  be  indulged  is  a  question  of  sound  policy, 
to  be  judged  by  the  State.  The  right  of  the 
dUzen  in  this  behalf  belongs  to  the  class  of 
Imporfeot  obligations. 

yfhea  we  tKXuAisr  the  oondnct  of  the  Gov- 
ernment from  1798  down  to  the  ratification  of 
the  treaty  of  1800 — ^the  condition  of  the  United 
States,  (not  then  recovered  from  the  exhaustion 
of  tiie  Bevolution,)  the  assiduity  and  good  &ith 
with  which  these  claims  were  pressed  upon  ^e 
consideration  of  the  French  Government,  tlie 
want  of  success,  the  cause  of  that  qtuui  war, 
the  great  expenditures  of  the  Government,  the 
dangers  of  being  drawn  into  the  vortex  of  the 
European  war  as  a  belligerent,  the  great  losses 
to  flow  from  the  community  fnnn  persisting 
and  the  prospe<^  then  presmted  to  tiie  view 
that  generatioi— we  may  well  oonblude  that 
the  Qorermnent  would  have  been  well  justified 
in  abaodoidng  these  claims  for  the  purpose  of 
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extricating  the  commnnity  from  b  perilona  con- 
dition. 

-It  cannot  be 'admitted  that  the  Ooreniment 
Is  bound  to  be  the  insurer  of  the  commercial 
adventures  of  Its  citizens  agidnst  tiie  acts  of 
foreign  QoTemmoitB;  that  priTata  oL^ma  opon 
iSore^  powers  most  be  punned  1^^  war  od  j»- 
UrMoionmn  rg^hUeti^  or  the  oitueii  be  oompen- 
lated  out  of  the  pnblio  tawsoiy  at  home,  ir  the 
Ibrrign  aggressor  cannot  be  omnpeHed  to  make 
retributioD.  The  community  is  bound  to  take 
care  that  no  ii^jniy  arises  to  the  citizen  bj'the 
Ul  conduct  of  Uie  Government ;  but  the  pnblto 
la  not  bound  for  the  ill  conduct  of  a  foreign 
power. 

At  this  day  we  are  called  opon  to  investagate 
and  liquidate  claims,  all  of  thirty-four  years, 
and  some  of  forty  years'  standing,  founded 
npon  the  aggreenons  of  a  foreign  Oorerament. 
lliese  olu^  are  to  be  investigated  apon  ttparU 
eridenoe  taken  by  the  daimants,  interested  to 
unit  all  tu^  bearing  against  them.  What 
portiw  of  tiieae  olafana  are  Just,  what  part  have 
been  p^  in  Thmoe^  what  wwe  the  oironm- 
Btances  of  the  transactioQa,  must  now  be  verj 
i&m\y  seen.  And  the  United  States  and  their 
agents,  having  had  no  act  or  part  in  the  wrongs 
and  iojnries  upon  which  these  dolms  depend, 
are  leu  to  the  tender  mercies  of  the  claim  an  ta 
themsdvea  as  to  t^e  amount  of  damages.  Time, 
whidi  secures  and  protects  individuals  from 
State  demands  upon  their  own  transactions, 
does  but  swell  the  amount  to  be  charged  to  the 
United  States  upon  foreign  agnessions. 

In  conclusion,  I  feel  jostifiwl  to  say  that  the 
treaties  of  1778  and  of  1788  were  not  snbdsting 
obligations  ap<m  the  United  States  after  the  act 
of  7th  Jnly,  1708.  By  that  aet,  finmded  upon 
the  fiwts  therein  redted,  tiiey  were  abrogated ; 
that  the  Congress  were  competent  so  to  declare ; 
that  no  cfwuf/oKlmi  had  occurred  fbr  the  pur- 
pose of  calling  the  United  States  to  exeonte  the 
guarantee  in  the  treaty  of  alliance ;  that  France 
never  demanded  the  execution  of  the  guarantee ; 
tiist  no  indemnity  was  due  on  that  account ; 
that  the  Umted  States  had  performed  to  the 
fnU  their  duty  of  endeavoring  to  protect  their 
dtizens  ii^jured  by  foreign  aggresdons :  that  the 
United  States,  by  the  retrenchment  (H  the  sec- 
ond article  €i£  the  treaty  of  1600,  did  not  ohange 
the  etSi&ag  state  of  thiius  aridng  upon  the 
whole  treaty— the  only  effiset  waa  to  expunge 
the  promise  of  future  negotiatiiui;  that  no 
present  gun  did  accrae  to  the  United  States  by 
the  treaty  of  1800 — tiie  effects  were  to  prevent 
greater  km,  to  extricate  the  country  from  a 
jIMrilons  dtuation,  to  save  the  farther  expendi- 
ture of  treasure  in  a  qvati  war  which  promised 
no  substantial  benefit  to  the  public,  mx  to  these 
claimants ;  tiiat  the  United  States  were  not 
bound  to  prosecute  these  daims  farther,  and 
would  have  been  well  justified  in  saorifidug 
them  to  terminate  the  qvari  war,  which  had 
been  caused  in  part  by  the  dedre  (rf  the  Goveni- 
ment  to  obtdn  retribn&Mi  fbr  theon ;  that  the 
pd^cal  decUoDi  of  the  Gorermnent  of  the 
TobZlL— 87 
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United  States  upon  the  questions  involved, 
ought  to  stand  unimpeached  and  approved. 

Mr.  Shbplkt  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  so  as 
to  make  the  appropriation  of  five  'pin™*^!  in 
full  discharge  of  the  cidms. 

Kr.  Wkbstxb  had  no  objection  to  the  amend- 
ment The  amount  of  five  millions  was  not 
arbitrary ;  in  adoptiu  it  as  the  OBonnti  the 
omnmittee  had  poceeded  cm  the  ground  ot  a 
comparison  of  uie  cases  with  those  embraeed 
under  the  Florida  trea^  and  the  ]at»  txBi^ 
with  iVaooe. 

The  omendmait  was  agreed  to. 


WmnoDAT,  Jonuaijr  14. 
Frmeh  Selaticn*. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  specid  order, 
being  the  report  and  resdutions  of  the  CJom- 
mtttee  <tf  Fordgn  AfUrs  on  the  sd^^sot  of  our 
idotiraia  inth  Iranoe. 

The  report  of  the  oommittee  tondades  with 
the  following  resdutlon  i 

Rfolted,  That  it  is  fanqwArat  st  tUs  Utaa,  ts 
psss  any  law  vestiog  in  the  TntnaiA  talboAtj  Ibr 
making  reprisals  upoa  Fvench  propeityr  in  the  coo- 
tingeocy  of  proviaton  not  beiDg  nude  fo>  paying  to 
the  United  States  the  indemdty  stipidsted  the 
treaty  of  1831,  during  the  pnwnt  scaston  of  the 
iVench  Chambers. 

The  question  being  opon  agredng  to  Iba  reto- 
luti(»i  as  reported — 

[A  ocmverationd  ddiste  took  i^ace,  hi  irtddi 
Kessts.  Clay,  King  of  Georgia,  Webster,  Buchanan, 
Cathbert  of  Qeoif^  Ung  of  *i«>»»iii^^  Lei^  Jdm 
IL  Clayton,  HBi^;am,  and  TaUmadge,  took  piii; 
and  wHh  great  mumind^  ot  sentiinentj 

The  questim  was  then  taken  on  the  resolu- 
tion, modified  to  read  as  follows  r 

Jtuolmd,  Hut  It  is  inexpedient,  at  present,  to 
adi^  any  le^dsttve  massons  in  tegsid  to  the  state 
of  a&bs  betireen  die  United' States  and!  nanoe ; 

And  decided  unanimously  in  ih«  a£SrmatiTe^ 
by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows  t 

Teas.— llflSBos.  Bell,  Benton,.  Biftr„  Black,  Bu- 
duaan.  Brown,  Calhouo,  Clay,  Clayton,  Cuthbert, 
Swing,  IVelinriiuysen,  Omndy,  Hendricks,  HID, 
Kane,  Kent^  Sing  of  Alabama^  E^ing  of  Georda, 
Etugfat,  Ldgfa,  I^,  HcEean,  Mapgnm,  Xoore,  llor* 
riB,¥raudidn,  Fdndexter,.  Porter,  PrentisB,  Fteston, 
Bobbins,  Rotunson,  Shepley,  SUmc,  SbiUh,  Swift, 
mimadge,  l^pton,  TomliiuNm,  ^rlcr,  ^-gp— — y 
Webster,  White,  Wrigbt-M. 

The  Senate  then  a^oomed. 


IkrreaDAT,  January  16. 

Amendment  of  Ms  CtnutUtUion  in  He  JEZsbMm 
iff  Prtaident  and  Vice  FretidenL 

The  Jdnt  resolution  proposing  an  amendment 
to  the  OooBtitDticmof  me  United  States  in  rdor 
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Hon  to  the  deotion  of  President  and  Yioe  Fres- 
Umt'of  the  United  States  was  taken  np. 

Mr.  Bkiiton  said  the  amendment  proposed  to 
change  the  Oonstitation  of  the  Unit&d  States,  so 
an  to  make  the  election  of  Pre^dent  and  Yice 
President  directly  hy  the  people.  The  proposi- 
tion which  he  had  now  omred  was  the  same  as 
tiiat  which  he  had  had  the  honor  to  mako  at 
different  times  for  ten  years  pnt. 

The  effect  of  the  amendment  was, 

1.  That  there  shcmld  be  a  direct  Tote  given 
for  Freaideiit  and  Yioe  Praiddeat. 

S,  To  abtdiah  the  general  tkket  s^tem,  and 
introduoD  tha  district  vyatem.  And 

8.  To  prevent  the  election  fhrni  to  tiie 
Eonsa  or  Representatives. 

These  were  the  principles  of  the  resolution. 

Hr.  PoiHDKXTKB  s^d  the  Buhject  had  been 
so  long  before  the  Senate,  and  had  attracted 
snoh  universal  attention  throaghoat  the  conn- 
try,  that  he  presumed  it  was  now  well  nnder- 
stood.  For  himself^  he  shonld  be  gratified  if 
a  vote  oonld  be  taken  npon  it  now,  thongh  he 
had  formerly  made  up  his  mind,  for  reasons 
whi<di  he  ^onld  not  now  urge  upon  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Senate,  that  the  amondmeut  proposed 
•honldflrstbe  laid  befora  the  State  Legislotares 
gpT  tiirir  examination. 

If  r.  Bdohanak  obserred  that  he  was  po'hwa 
SUBemoAj  ritnated  from  any  other  honorable 
Senator,  he  having  been  here  but  a  few  days. 
He  did  not  feel  the  propriety  of  giving  his  vote 
on  the  question  now^  and  he  trasted  tiiat,  ac- 
oordins  to  the  polite  mtimation  of  the  Senator 
from  Missouri,  the  subject  would  be  lud  upon 
the  table  for  a  few  days.  If  that  course  were 
taken,  he  shonld  be  able  to  vote  then  one  way 
or  the  other. 

Mr.  fi.  then  moved  that  the  reaidntiaa  be  laid 
npon  the  table.  The  motion  waa  agreed  to. 

The  joint  readtition  antlioii^ng  thtf  sale  ctf 
a  li<m  and  two  horses,  presented  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  by  the  Emperor  of 
ICorocco,  was  taken  op  and  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  PoBTXB  moved  to  amend  the  reeolntion 
\rj  directing  the  sale  to  take  place  on  the  last 
Batorday  of  February,  1886. 

This  amendment  and  others  were  agreed  to, 
and  the  resolution  ordered  to  be  reported  for  a 
third  reading. 

[As  the  resolnticm  now  reads,  it  provides  that 
the  two  Arabian  horses,  presentea  by  the  Em- 
peror of  Morocco  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  sold  at  public  anistion,  at  the 
Oity  of  Washington,  on  tiie  last  S^nuday  of 
February,  1886 ;  and  tiiat  the  lion  presented 
by  the  same  potentate  shall  be  presented  to 
Booh  suitable  uistitati<w,  person  or  persona,  as 
Fftddfisit  mi^-  deatgnate.] 
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Fbuiat,  Jannary  29. 

Mr.  Kent  presented  the  credentlfds  of  th« 
honorable  Robbbt.  H.  Goldbbobouoh,  elected  a 
Senator  from  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  supply 
the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  n 
the  honorable  KmmtTf  F.  Ohamssbs. 

Mr.  GouKBOBouoH  appeared,  and  the  usual 
oath  to  support  the  Oonstitation  of  the  United 
States  beinff  admlnlataed  to  1dm  hj  tiie  Yioe- 
PresidenL  Mr.  O.  took  hia  seat  aa  a  Senator 
oftheUidtedStatea. 


WnmBDAT,  Jannaiy  SW. 

Alabama  JShtpunffinff  SetoUUumt, 

Mr.  Enro  presented  the  preamble  and  J<^nt 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Alabama,  tnstmoting  their  Senators  in  Oongresa 
to  use  their  untiring  efforts  to  cause  to  be  ex- 
puosed  from  the  Joomals  of  tiie  Senate  tiie 
resomtion  of  the  last  seesnon,  relative  to  the 
removal  ot  the  pnbUc  d^odts  from  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States. 

The  resolutions  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Out  said,  before  any  order  was  taken 
fw  lajfng  these  resolutions  on  t^te  table,  reso- 
lutions which  appeared  to  be  addressed  to  the 
Senators  from  Alabama,  and  in  the  nature  tji 
instraotions  to  them  what  they  were  required 
by  the  Legislature  to  da  he  should  be  glad  to 
^ow,  from  the  honorable  gentieman  who  had 
presented  them,  whether  it  was  his  intention 
now,  or  on  any  future  occasion,  to  submit  a 
proportion  to  the  Senate  to  expunge  from  the 
journal  of  the  Senate  the  reaolotion  to  which 
those  reeolntions  referred  f 

Mr.  Bnm»  recalled  to  the  Senate  the  time 
when  the  reactation,  to  which  the  Ai*lHt*wn 
resdntionB  referred,  waa  adopted  by  the  Senate. 
He  had  thai,  in  hia  place,  given  immediate 
notice  that  he  should  commence  a  series  of  mo- 
tions for  the  purpose  of  expnnnng  the  resola- 
tions  frbm  the  Journals.  He  had  then  made  use 
of  the  word  expunge  in  oontradLstinction  to 
the  word  repeal,  or  the  word  reverse,  because 
it  was  his  opinion  then,  and  that  opinion  had 
been  confirmed  by  all  his  subsequent  reflec- 
tion, that  repeal  or  reversal  of  the  resolution 
would  not  do  adequate  justice.  To  do  that 
would  require  a  complete  expurgation  of  the 
joomala.  It  w<mld  require  that  process  which 
IS  denominated  ezpui^^g,  by  wluch,  to  the 

5 resent  and  to  aH  ntore  tmies,  it  would  be  in- 
icated  tiiat  that  had  been  placed  upon  the  jonr- 
nala  which  shonld  never  have  gone  there.  Ho 
had  g^ven  that  notice,  after  serious  reflection, 
that  it  might  be  seen  that  the  Senate  was 
trampling'the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
under  feet ;  and  not  only  that,  but  also  tiie 
very  fonn&  to  say  nothing  of  the  mbstance,  of 
all  criminal  justice. 

He  had"  given  this  notice  in  obedience  to  the 
dictates  of  his  bosouL  which  were  afterwarda 
natained  faj  the  de^ra  of  Ua  head,  whhoot 

Digitized  by  Google 


Alabama  Expxt^  Ssiohaioiu. 


DEBATES  07  CONQBESa 


579 


Jahvabt,  1886.} 

ecHUiiltation  with  mj  other  person,  bnt  after 
conference  onlj  with  hims^  and  his  Ood.  To 
a  single  hnman  being  he  had  said  that  he  shonld 
do  it,  bnt  he  had  not  consulted  with  any  one. 
In  the  ordinary  routine  of  boBiness,  no  one  was 
more  ready  to  consult  with  hia  fHends,  and  to 
defer  to  thdr  oidniuu,  Huut  he  vaa ;  bntthere 
wm  soma  oooariona  an  wUoh  he  held  ooqumI 
with  no  man,  bnt  took  Us  own  ooane^  whhont 
regard  to  oonaeqneiioea.  On  tittis  oocarion  he 
had  counselled  with  no  b^g  on  earth,  for  he 
had  made  no  oaloolation  as  to  consequences.  It 
would  have  been  a  matter  of  entire  Indifferenoe 
with  him,  had  the  whole  Senate  risen  as  one 
mui,  and  declared  a  determination  to  ^to  an 
noanimoas  vote  gainst  him.  It  would  have  mat- 
tered nothing.  He  would  not  hare  deferred  to 
any  hnman  being.  Actuated  by  theseieelinga,  he 
had  given  notice  of  his  Intention  in  the  month  of 
JCay ;  and  In  obedience  to  that  determination 
he  bad,  on  tiie  last  day  of  the  seadon,  laid  his 
teacOntion  oa  the  taUe,  in  order  to  keep  tiie 
matter  aHve. 

Thia  was  hSa  answer  to  the  qnesdon  which 
had  been  proposed. 

Ifr.  Knra  of  Alabama  was  surprised  to  hear 
the  question  of  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  as  he  did  not  expect  snoh  an  inqniry : 
for  he  had  supposed  it  was  well  miderstood  by 
every  member  of  the  Senate  what  his  senti- 
ments were  in  regard  to  the  right  of  instruc- 
tion. The  Legifilatnre  of  Alabama  had  instructed 
him  to  pnrsne  a  particular  course  and  he  should 
obey  their  instntotions.  With  regard  to  the  reso- 
lution to  which  the  Ijegi^tnre  alluded,  he 
oould  merely  say  that  he  voted  against  it  at 
the  time  it  was  adopted  by  the  Soiate.  His 
ofdoion  as  to  It  was  then,  as  well  as  now,  per- 
fectly understood.  If  the  genUonan  from  Mi»- 
souri  (Mr.  Bbntok)  declined  bringbig  the 
subject  forward  relative  to  the  propriety  of 
ezpun^g  the  resolution  in  question  from  the 
journal  of  the  Senate,  he  himself  should,  at 
some  proper  time,  do  so,  and  also  say  something 
on  the  great  and  important  question  as  to  the 
right  of  instruction.  Kow,  that  misht  be  ad- 
mitted in  its  fullest  extent.  He  held  his  place 
there,  subject  to  the  control  of  the  Legislature 
of  Alabama,  and  whenever  their  Instructions 
reached  him,  he  should  he  governed  by  them. 
He  made  this  statement  without  entering  into 
the  consideration  of  the  propriety'  or  impro- 
priety of  Senators  exerdauig  thdr  own  judg- 
ment as  to  the  course  they  dettned  most  proper 
to  pursue.  For  himsdf,  never  having  doubted 
the  right  of  a  L^slature  to  instruct  thdr  Sena- 
tors in  OoDgre^  he  should  consider  himself 
culpable  if  he  did  not  cany  their  wishes  into 
effect  when  properly  expressed.  And  he  had 
hoped  there  would  have  been  no  expreasion 
of  the  Senate,  at  tills  time,  as  he  was  not  iSa- 
posed  to  enter  into  a  discuadon  then,  for  par- 
ticular reasons,  which  it  waa  not  neoassBiy  he 
shoold  state. 

Aa  to  the  pnmrie^  of  aioting  on  the  snlijeot 
flieD|  t]iat  vonld  dopend  upon  the  opinions  of 
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gentiemen  as  to  the  importanoe,  t^e  great  im- 
portance, having  the  Journal  of  the  Senate 
freed  from  what  many  supposed  to  be  an  nn- 
(Hmstitntional  act  of  the  Senate^thonsh  the 
minority  of  it  thought  otherwise.  He  would  now 
say  tiiat,if  nooneahottld  bring  forward  a  prop- 
CMntion  to  get  tiie  rescdution  expunged,  he,  feel- 
ing himsw  bonnd  to  obey  tiie  opiniMis  vS 
the  Legislature,  shonld  do  so^  and  would  vote 
for  it.  If  no  precedent  was  to  be  found  for 
snoh  an  act  of  the  Sou^  he  shonld  most  nn- 
hesitatingly  vote  for  expunging  the  reat^ution 
from  the  jonnud  of  tiw  Smi^  in  sooh  man- 
ner as  slurald  be  JnstUed  by  pvetwdent 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Wsbsixb,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  bill  making  indemnitj 
for  French  qwliationa  prior  to  1600. 

The  yeas  and  nays  hebag  ordered  on  the 
engrossment  of  theull,  it  waa  decided  In  the 
affirmative. 

Tus.— HesBis.  BeD,  BudhanaiL  CUy,  ClaTton, 
Ewing,  Frelinghnysen,  Goldaborou^  Eent^  ICiU^ 
McKe&u,  Hoore,  Nandain,  Foindexter,  Porter,  ma* 
tbs,  Preston,  Bobt^na,  Oiepley,  Silsbee,  Smith, 
Sonthai^  Smft,  Tomlinaon,  Waggaman,  W^Mter 
—26. 

Nats.— Heasrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Blai*,  Brown,  Cal- 
boun,  Cutbbert,  Qrondy,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane, 
King  of  Alabama,  Kng  of  Oeoreia,  Lei^  Unn, 
Hai^m,  l[<»ii%BoUn»OD,  Tallma^  T]4a-,  White, 


Thusbdat,  January  29. 
l>taik^WttrrmS.Darii. 

At  this  moment  a  Uessage  was  received  from 
the  House  <^  Bepreeentativea,  by  Kr.  Franklin^ 
their  Clerk,  announdng  the  d^itii  of  the  hon- 
orable Waibbs  B.  Davis,  a  member  of  that 
House  from  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  and 
informing  the  Senate  that  the  funeral  would 
take  pla<M,  from  tiie  hall  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, to-morrow,  at  twelve  o'clock. 

llie  Message  having  been  taken  up  for  oon- 
dderation, 

Mr.  CAmocN  rose  and  said  that,  in  ridns  to 
move  the  ordinary  resoliition*  4m  tills  melaa- 
oholy  occanon,  he  Mt  it  to  be  dne  to  his  own 
feelings,  as  wdl  as  to  tiie  memory  of  tiie  de- 
cease^ to  make  a  few  prelindnary  observations 
commemorative  of  his  many  excellent  qualities. 
Iknew  the  deceased  (add  Mr.  C.)  long  and  inti- 
mately. He  was  my  near  neighbor  and  personal 
and  political  friend ;  and  we  stood  closely  con- 
nected by  ties  of  affitdl?  and  the  strictest  mend- 
ship;  and  I  cannotbtttsi^  that,  in  pas^g  through 
life,  I  have  rardy  known  an  individual  more 
nobly  endowed.  His  intellect  was  of  the  high- 
eat  order,  dear,  r^>id  and  comprehensive. 
Combined  with  a  wonderftil  fuSOtj  oi  expreat- 
ing  and  illustrating  hia  ideas^  both  in  oonvarsar 
tion  and  in  detute,  he  possessed  a  rich  Imaglr 
nation,  a  pore,  and  delicate  taste  »  gentle  tnd 
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iportive  wit,  and  an  uninterrupted  How  of  good 
humor,  that  made  bim  the  deligfat  of  eveiy 
rirole  in  whitth  he  mfaig^ed.  Kor  were  his 
moral  qoditiea  leas  deserring  of  reqiect  and 
Athnirataon.  He  waa  generona,  brave,  patriotio, 
Independent  and  dlrinteraated  ahnoat  to  a  ftidt. 
War  the  favth  of  this  picture,  that  it  is  not  the 
6xi^K«rated  eftutoa  of  ftiwdahip,  perhaps  I 
can  appeal  to  many  a  hearer  around  me  who 
knew  him  weU.  Budbi  was  WiJEEtSN  Ransom 
DiyiB.  He  is  now  DO  more.  He  departed  this  life 
at  7  o'clock  this  morning.  J  witnessed  the  depart- 
ing seene.  When  mj  most  excellent  friend 
the  Senator  from  Missouri,  (Doctor  Limr,)  an- 
nounced to  him  his  approaching  fate,  though 
the  sad  event  was  unexpected  to  him,  he  re- 
ceived the  information  wiUi  fortitude  and  firm- 
neaa,  wUle  he  thanked  him  lot  hia  kind  atten- 
taona.  All  hia  derire  was  that  he  might  dejrart 
in  peace.  His  wishes  were  aooeded  to.  This 
commanioation  to  bim  was  made  immediately 
after  the  adjournment  of  the  Senate  yesterdi^ ; 
at  one  o'clock  in  the  monuog  he  fell  into  a 

gintie  slumber,  from  which  he  never  awoke, 
e  departed  without  a  stm^Ie  or  a  groan,  lost 
for  ever  to  lus  Mends  and  his  country. 

Mr.  C.  then  offered  the  following  resolution, 
wbiob  was  read,  and  onanimously  adopted : 

Retolved,  That  the  Senate  wiU  attend  the  frineral 
of  the  bononUe  WiRXKf  B.  Davis,  late  a  member 
of  the  Hoose  <A  Representadves  from  the  State  of 
Sooth  Oandlna,  st  the  hour  of  13  o'dock  to-morrow, 
and,  aa  a  (estimoaj  of  respect  for  the  memory  of 
iba  deoeased,  they  will  go  into  mourning  by  wearing 
crape  round  the  left  aim  for  tbirtf  days. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PBsnoH,  as  a  further  mark 
of  respect  to  the  memory  of  the  deoeased, 
The  Senate  then  a^Joanied. 


UonuT,  Tebniuy  2. 

Mr.  Oalhovn  rose  and  requested  tiie  Seore- 
tary  to  read  the  paragraph  from  a  newspaper 
whioh  he  sent  to  the  table.  The  Secretary 
then  read  from  the  Globe  of  Saturday  the  fol- 
lowing paragr^ : 

"  Whether  Lavrenoe  has  canght,  in  fala  vidts  to 
the  Capitol,  the  mania  which  hu  prev^ed  during 
the  two  last  sessions  in  the  Senate ;  whether  he  has 
become  infatuated  with  the  chimeras  wluch  hsTe 
trottUed  the  brdina  of  the  disappointed  and  amfal- 
tiooa  oraton  who  have  de^lotea  the  FMddcnt  aa  a 
Onar  irtw  ojwlit  to  have  a  wntns — as  a  Oromwell — 
a  Noo— «  liberins — we  know  not.  If  no  secret 
eonqHracy  has  prompted  the  perpetration  of  the  hor- 
rid deed,  we  think  It  not  improlwble  that  some  deln- 
sion  of  intellect  has  grown  oat  of  his  viuts  to  the 
Ospittri ;  and  that,  bearing  deqwtism  and  every  bor- 
riUe  ndaddef  threatened  to  the  Bepoblie,  and  leve- 
lotkn  and  all  Its  tndn  of  oalamitiea  Inqiuted  aa  the 
neoenaiy  conaeqiienoe  of  the  Freatden^  measores, 
It  may  be  that  the  faifatnated  man  fanded  be  had  rea- 
aooa  to  become  Ua  country's  avenger.  IX  be  lad 
haard  and  Minmt  Mr.  CuHOini^  speedi  tiie  d^ 


before  yastord^,  he  would  have  found  in  It  ample 
jnatification  tH  Ua  attonpt  on  one  who  waa  repr*- 
aanted  aa  the  canse  of  the  most  dreadful  calamWea 
to  the  nation,  as  one  who  made  perfect  rottenaflsa 
and  corruption  to  pervade  the  vitads  <^  the  Oover&r 
meat,  insomucdi  that  it  was  acaroety  worth  preaerv- 
ing,  If  it  were  possible." 

Mr.  Oalhoitk  rose  to  make  a  few  remarks^ 
not  so  much  in  reference  to  himself,  for  that 
was  of  littie  importance,  as  on  the  political 
bearing  of  the  paragraph  fnxn  the  official  Gov- 
ernment paper,  whidi  had  just  been  read  to  the 
Senate.  There  were  some  tbing&  which,  taken 
in  themselves,  were  of  so  Uttie  importtuioe  as 
not  to  be  entitled  to  notice^  but  whh^ 
atanding  in  oonnection  with  other  nuttem,  were 
frequenUy  of  great  importanoe,  and  demanded 
atteaUoQ. .  Whatever  mu^t  be  the  character  of 
the  paper  (the  Globe)  mm  wbldk  the  para- 
graph just  read  had  been  taken ;  however  low, 
however  degraded  its  character  midit  be,  it 
was  yet  known  to  be  the  organ  of  the  Executive 
will ;  and  that  it  was  sustained,  pampered  by, 
and  dependent  upon,  that  branch  of  the  Gov- 
ernment ;  and  in  commentiiw  on  a  paragnqih 
like  the  present  in  which  the  Executive  was 
personally  concerned,  it  waa  not  an  unfair 
presomptionto  conclude  tiiat  it  had  had  his 
sanction,  had  been  authorized  by  him.  To  pass 
over  the  personal  insinuations,  whioh,  as  hened 
observed,  were  unworthy  of  notioe,  d»  (Mi.  O.) 
would  say  a  fiav  words  on  the  new  politiou 
principle  set  forth  in  the  puagraph.  It  was 
impoanble  to  read  the  article,  and  not  see  that 
it  went  on  the  ground,  that  whosoever  oon- 
demns  what  he  believes  consdentioualy  to  be 
the  abuses  and  corruptions  of  this  Government, 
was  to  be  held  up  in  the  light  of  an  in^igatM 
of  assassination ;  and,  that  no  nncertidnty  on  this 
point  might  be  left  on  the  mind  of  the  reader, 
the  artide  referred  to  a  particular  transaction 
in  which  he  (Mr.  0.)  was  personally  concerned. 
He  would  not  condeaoend  to  defend  himself  in 
relation  to  Ihe  matters  ctmtained  in  the  park- 
graph  that  had  been  re«d ;  they  needed  no  d»- 
fenoe.  What  were  tiie  ftotat  The  Senate 
were  in  debate  on  the  Port  Office  reports.  The 
Post  Officej  it  was  acknowledged  on  all  hands, 
stood  oonvioted  of  enormous  abuses,  not  to  »aj 
corruptions.  He  had  risen,  in  his  place,  to  com- 
ment generally  on  the  abuses  thus  exhibited ; 
he  bad  made  no  personal  alluaiouB  whatsoever. 
He  spoke  of  the  corruptions  of  the  times,  and 
of  them  mainly ;  Ukoagh  this  he  did  say,  that 
the  evil  was  not  so  maoh  to  be  attributed  to 
any  defect  in  the  working  of  the  machinery  as 
in  the  administration  itseu.  Yet  these  general 
denundations,  in  these  broad  terms,  are  asserted 
by  the  OoTonment  official  here^  as  wairanting 
an  hidindual  to  make  this  attempt  at  assasrina- 
tion.  Could  ho  have  wontonly  sud  that  which 
would  have  authorized  assassination^e  would 
he  littie  better  than  ah  assassin.  What  I  to 
hold  np  abuses  to  instigate  assassination  1  To 
what  was  tiie  antiiority  of  thia  body  rednoed, 
or  atten^ted  to  be  rednoedt  Aooording  to 
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the  new  doctrines,  the  Senate  was  to  look 
rilentlf  on  when  these  corraptions  and  abnsee 
were  ptsstng  beneath  thdr  eyea,  because,  for- 
Moth,  thex  ini^ht  nltiinatelx  be  called  on  to 
^sreti  their  opinions  in  their  jadidal  character. 

Iniia  body,  then,  dare  not  express  opinions, 
and,  if  they  do  express  them,  they  may  be  called 
on  to  expnnge  their  recorded  sentiments  from 
the  Joonul  of  the  Benate.  Then,  what  nextf 
Ko  indiTidiMl  Swator  is  to  be  permitted  to 
express  any  opiidon  as  to  a  partionlar  indiTidaal, 
lest  he  be  held  np  to  the  world  as  the  insUgator 
of  assassination  I  General  denondations  of 
misoondact,  coimptions  or  abuses,  were  to  be 
held  np  as  indicating  assassnation  I  Could 
they  mistake  the  tendoooy  of  this  f  Did  they 
not  see,  deariy  as  the  Ught  of  heaTen,  the  march 
to  irreqKmdble  power!  Did  it  not  confirm 
what  he  {Itt.  0.)  obsemd  but  the  othw  di^, 
that  a  stage  had  been  reached  in  our  politio&l 
a&irs  that  must  result  In  refimnation  or  reTo- 
Intion  t  He  saw  aronnd  him,  in  ^e  ranks  of 
the  adminisfaration,  many  old  friends  and  ac- 
qoamtanoes,  whose  patriotism,  and  whose  at- 
tachment to  the  institutions  of  their  country 
eonld  not  be  mistaken.  He  asked  them  to  look, 
to  see  what  we  are  come  to,  to  see  what  was 
the  melancholy  result  of  this  state  of  things. 
The  d^radation  of  parties,  and  the  consequent 
growth  of  an  irrespoDsible  power.  He  under- 
stood the  crius  to  which  the  country  had 
arrived.  He  knew  the  danger  to  be  incurred 
bj  ezpoaing  abuses  ■^■*i"g  in  the  exeontive 
branch  of  the  Oovemment  He  aaked  no 
&TOTB  —he  was  no  candidate.  He  desired  no 
office.  He  would  say,  as  an  honest,  conscien- 
tious man,  who  loved  the  institutions  of  hin 
country,  that  be  wonld  do  his  duty  in  spite  of 
nwiaoe,  oome  from  what  quarter  H  would,  or 
in^teoffUfc 


WiranDAT,  Fsbraaiy  4. 

Indian  TVeatiet-^Whether  TVwiCtM  within  the 
vuaning  of  the  eoruHtuHonf  and  tupremie  over 
the  Vuee  o/the  Statetf 

[Hr.  <^T  presented  Uia  memnial  of  oertsin 
Cberokees  Uving  in  the  State  of  Geoi^A,  and  wish- 
ing to  remoTc  to  the  west  of  the  IDsris^i^i  Mrer, 
and  praying  CoDgress  to  provide  them  a  permanent 
hone  there,  sifa  from  Interference,  or  intruAion  from 
white  people.  In  presenthig  the  memotiil,  Kr.  C. 
a^madfarted  npcB  tiw  legislation  of  tho  Stste  ctf 
Georgia,  whldi  tad  — iiinud  jnrisdIcUon  over  the  In- 
dians within  her  Umhl,  and  m^ected  tbem  to  her 
laws  jadicially  administered.  This  brought  up  the 
question  of  the  supremicy  of  Indian  treaties ;  and 
whether  they  were  indoded  in  the  dass  of  treaties 
dedazed  bj  the  oonstitation  to  be  st^rane  laws  of 
the  land,  and  bindbg  on  the  States  F] 

Hr.  Whitb  :  The  object  of  the  memorial  U 
one  I  heartily  wproTe.  The  memorialists  are 
ftportkuictf  the  (uendcea^  rvrtding  wiUiin  the 
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limitsoftLeStateof  Georgia.  They  wish  to  emi- 
grate west  of  the  river  Ui^dsnppi,  and  there  have 
a  conntry  assigned  to  them,  where  tbey  can  live 
under  a  Qovemment  of  their  own  choice^  pre- 
serve as  far  as  thay  may  think  right  thdr  own 
customs,  exercise  tndr  privileges  m  endeavoring 
to  promote  the  dvilization  of  their  own  people 
and  having  them  instructed  in  the  doctnnes  en 
Christianity.  They  wish  the  United  States  to 
furnish  them  a  country  to  go  to,  to  be  at  the 
expense  of  their  removal,  and  to  give  them  suit- 
able guarantees  that  they  shall  never  be  dis- 
turbed in  the  country  to  which  they  may  emi- 
grate. 

If  any  additional  legislation  is  fonnd  necessary 
upon  this  snlgect,  it  will  ^ve  me  sincere  pleas- 
ure to  afford  my  aid  in  all  suitable  enactments. 

But,  in  presMiting  the  memcoial  and  resoln- 
tions,  the  ntmorable  Senator  has  gone  into  a 
discussion  of  the  powers  of  the  St^ea,  and  the 
manner  in  which  their  powers  have  been  ex- 
erted over  Ute  Indians. 

I  do  not  believe  any  benefit  is  likely  to  result 
to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  or  to  the 
Indians,  trom.  such  discussions ;  but  as  the  sub- 
ject has  been  introduced,  it  is  due  to  the  States 
that  at  least  some  of  the  grounds  upon  which 
they  have  acted  should  be  brought  to  the  notice 
of  the  Senate. 

What  was  the  condition  of  the  Indians,  within 
the  limits  of  the  State^  at  the  okMof  the  revo- 
lutionary war  f 

The  people  of  the  Uidted  Statea  declared  their 
independence,  the  revolutimaiy  war  in  mainte- 
nance of  that  declaration,  terminated  in  a  treaty 
of  peace  in  1783.  The  lUnlts  and  bounds  of  the 
States  are  described  in  that  treaty.  Each  of 
the  States,  within  its  territorial  limits,  believed 
it  was  free,  sovereign,  and  ind^>endent,  and 
that  a  minority  had  a  right  to  prescribe  what- 
ever rules  they  pleased  for  the  government  of 
every  person,  of  eYerv  age,  sex,  and  color,  within 
their  acknowledged  boundaries. 

Each  of  these  States  believe  they  still  possess 
sD  these  powers,  except  so  &r  as  iney  have  ex- 
pressly granted  tnem  to  the  foderal  Government^ 
for  the  good  of  the  whole. 

The  artides  of  oonfederatlon  gave  to  the 
federal  Oovemment  power  to  regulate  trade  and 
intercourse  with  the  Indians,  but  contained  an 
express  proviso  that  Congress  shall  not  InterfiEae 
with  the  territorial  i^hts  of  the  States, 

The  first  treaty  with  the  Cherokeeswas  made 
In  1785,  and  although  the  articles  referred  to 
were  then  in  force,  the  lands  allotted  to  the 
Indians  induded  a  large  portion  €(  the  territory 
of  Korth  OaroUu& 

That  State  was  not  Inattentive  to  her  rights. 
She  had  an  agent  present  when  the  trea^  was 
n^tiated,  and  he  fliere  entmd  the  atdMui 
protest  of  his  State,  more  than  onoe,a^dnstthb 
exercise  of  federal  power. 

These  protests  are  still  on  record,  and  can  yet 
be  produced,  at  any  time  the  Senate  may  deaue. 

The  next  trea^wlth  the  Gherokeeewas  §tta 
die  preaant  MHiaBtotioii  WM  adopted. 
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In  the  mean  time,  North  Oarolina  had  been 
TU^ed  to  cede  her  western  lands  to  the  United 
States,  and  one  motive  for  tUs  was,  &at  the 
ITidted  States  wonld  be  the  better  enabled  to 
regnlftte  their  affldrs  with  the  Gherokees,  it 
beuu  then  beBeved  they  all,  or  nearlj  all,  lived 
on  those  lands. 

In  1789,  North  OaroUna,  gelding  to  these 
solicitations,  made  the  cession. 

The  vacant  lands,  after  satisfying  all  existing 
claims  against  North  Oarolina,  were  the  property 
of  the  united  States,  who  also  had  the  sole 
power  of  legislation.  The  United  States,  thns 
owning;  the  vacant  soil,  and  having  the  entire 
sovereignty  and  jurisdiction,  and  still  b^eving 
the  Oherokees  resident  npon  this  territory,  made 
the  treaty  of  Holstoo,  in  1791. 

After  agre^ng  npim  the  boondary  between 
the  whites  and  ute  Indiana,  there  ia  an  express 
ffaarantee  to  the  Indiana  of  ibeiT  lands.  This, 
umy  memory  serves  me,  ts  the  first  gnarantee 
to  these  Indians.  This  gnarantee  was  inserted, 
not  by  the  mere  motion  of  our  commissiooer, 
bat  by  the  eiroress  instraction  of  President 
Washington.  "Die  reason  of  this  is  obvlons  to 
me.  General  Washington  believed,  at  that  day, 
the  country  guaranteed  to  the  Indians  was  a 
tract  over  which  the  United  States  alone  had 
the  sovereignty  and  jorisdiction,  and  that  they 
were  the  owners  of  the  soil ;  that  neither  the 
sovereign  nor  territorial  rights  of  any  State 
were  invaded  by  sach  a  sUpolation,  and  that  it 
would  be  tiie  means  of  preventing  fbtare  en- 
oroaohmenta  npon  the  Limana. 

We  now  know  by  onr  own  executive  Jonma], 
kept  secret  nntil  a  few  years  past,  that  when  the 
first  agreements  with  Indians  were  made,  after 
the  adoption  of  the  oonstitntion,  the  President 
himself  doubted  whether  they  ought  to  go 
through  the  forms  prescribed  for  treaties;  he 
seat  a  message  to  uie  Senate ;  it  doubted,  hut 
eventually  seems  to  have  acted  apon  the  opinion 
that  the  formal  sanction  of  two-thirds  of  the 
Senators  present,  required  to  ratify  treaties, 
wonld  be  a  safe  rule  as  to  these  compacts  or 
agreements,  and  the  course  then  adopted  has 
been  pnrsned  ever  since. 

A  farther  Illnstration  of  General  Washlngt(m*B 
viewi^  as  to  the  rights  of  States,  may  be  given 
by  bis  oonduot  in  relation  to  lands  within  the 
lunitB  of  New  York,  which  were  attempted  to 
be  Boocred  to  Indians  by  treaty.  He  condemned 
this  oonrse  on  the  part  of  the  agont^  and  made 
it  the  snbjeot  of  a  special  letter  now  on  record. 

The  tract  of  country  ceded  by  the  State  of 
North  Oarolina  to  the  United  States  in  1789, 
and  which  was  a  territory  in  1791,  when  the 
Holston  treaty  was  made,  continued  to  be  a 
territory  tiU  Febmary,  1796,  when  the  people 
residing  npon  it  framed  a  oonstitntion,  and  after- 
wards were  admitted  into  the  Union. 

£i  the  treatiea  with  the  Oheroikeea  sabseqnent 
to  thtt  period,  (and  thtfe  were  nutny  <^  tnem, 
as  has  been  oorreoUy  said  by  the  honorable 
BeatAar  from  Eentaoky,)  the  United  States  seem 
to  b«ve  Idst  d^t  of  ttw  ^stlndlon  between 
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their  power  over  a  country,  of  which  they  had 
both  the  right  of  soil  and  the  jurisdiotion,  and 
one  where  the  States  had  Ihe  right  oi  aoSl  and 
Jmrisdietion,  and  to  have  oonUoiied  the  gnaran- 
tee as  inserted  in  the  treatr  of  1791. 

The  States,  however,  do  not  aeqniesoe  In  the 
exercise  of  federal  power.  The  same  opiaioii 
entertained  by  North  Oan^na  in  1785  is  enter- 
tained and  acted  upon  now. 

They  maintdn  uiat  they  are  sovereign  and 
independent  communities,  within  the  whole  of 
their  oluu1«red  limite,  m>ott  all  pointe  where 
they  have  not  transfOTred  their  powers  to  the 
federal  Government. 

They  muntun  ttiat  these  agreements,  with  a 
portion  of  their  own  population,  are  not  treaties, 
within  the  meaning  of  the  constitution;  and 
they  dmij  that  th^  have  ever  vested  in  the 
federal  Govermnent  power,  by  treaty  or 
otherwise,  with  any  pwtion  the  people  within 
their  limits,  no  matter  whether  the  people  are 
French,  German,  or  Indians,  to  take  fhxn  the 
State  one  acre  of  its  territory'  and  transfer  it  to 
any  other  people  whatever. 

They  maint^n  that  each  State  has  tlie  right, 
independentiy  of  the  federal  and  all  otiier  Govern- 
ments, to  enact  snob  laws  for  the  ^vemmentof 
their  whole  popnlation  as.  In  the  wisdom  of  their 
own  L^slatures,  may  seem  best  suited  to  the 
interests  of  all ;  uid  that,  in  the  exercise  of  tJiia 
power,  none  out  of  thdr  limits  baa  the  right  to 
interfere. 

If  the  States  are  right  in  the  operation  of 
these  powers,  it  must  olearW^  fiillow  that  they 
done  nave  the  power  to  Jnom  whethnr  tlieir 
laws  are  adapted  to  the  o(mdiai»  and  wants  d 

their  people. 

Whether  the  States  are  correct  in  the  assert 
tion  and  mdntenanoe  of  these  rights  and  powers 
or  not,  they  tiiink  they  are,  and  many  otiiers 
think  with  thera.  They  have  acted  upon  them, 
and  will  continue  to  do  so,  as  I  flimly  believe. 
Georg^  has  extended  her  laws  over  her  whole 
limits.  Tennessee  has,  to  some  purposes,  done 
the  same  thing ;  and  so  has  North  Oarolina  and 
Alabama. 

How,  th«i,  are  these  States  to  be  indnoed  to 
rescind  or  repeal  these  laws?  Suppose  the 
United  States  to  iq)ply  to  them  for  tiie  rq>eai ; 
the^  will  answer,  their  laws  are  approved  by 
their  people;  they  had  tiie  power  to  enact  them, 
aad  they  will  not  repeal  them.  What  then? 
Are  the  United  States  to  app^  foroe  to  compel 
the  repeal?  If  they  do,  and  snob  force  is  met 
by  an  oppodng  force  from  the  States,  we  then 
Iiave  presented  to  our  view  the  most  horrid  of 
all  spectacles — armed  strife  between  brothers; 
and,  in  the  midst  of  it,  what  becomes  of  the  red 
men  for  whose  rights  the  war  is  waged !  They 
are  swept  from  tids  state  of  existenoou  When 
the  war  terminates,  there  will  lie  no  Indians  to 
be  protected  by  toB  United  ^steo^  or  by  these 
States  individnaOy. 

The  time  has  amved  when  we  mnst  all  speak 
out  plainly  as  we  think.  These  pec^le,  if  they 
remain  where  they  are^  most  sabnU  to  the  lurt 
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cf  the  reipeetiTe  States.  Thef  oaimot  exist  in 
the  States  as  a  separate  and  distinct  oommnnitj, 
governed  bj  their  own  cnstoma  and  laws. 
Some  of  them  are  civilized  and  enlightened; 
thej  wiU  make  osefal  and  respectable  members 
of  any  commonity.  They  mar  still  remain 
where  they  are  if  tliey  ohoose.  But  that  ia  not 
the  condition  of  tilie  class  of  the  Indian  popn- 
Ution.  They  are  poor,  ignorant,  and  miin- 
formed. 

Residing  where  they  now  do,  certain  misery 
and  min  await  th«n.  If  they  will  remove  be- 
yond the  Mississippi,  ont  ci  our  States  and 
organized  Territonee,  they  war  be  weeorved. 
lliere  tbey  may  progress  in  that  oivilication 
which  has  oommHieed ;  they  can,  as  fteemen, 
have  a  govenunrat  of  their  own  choice ;  tb^r 
interests  can  be  promoted  and  their  rights  pro- 
tected by  the  United  States,  without  collision 
with  any  State.  Who  now  donbta  that  it  is 
their  interest  to  do  so )  Few  men  can  doubt  it 
who  will  take  pfuns  to  acqnire  correct  informar 
tion,  and  then  duly  consider  tiie  subject,  I  be- 
lieve the  time  has  nearly  arrived,  and  will  oer- 
t^ly  soon  have  arrived,  when  there  will  be  but 
one  opinion  upon  this  snlgect  throughout  our 
oonntry. 

Hie  poluqr  of  indodng  onr  Indians  to  remove 
vest  of  the  llisdssippl  did  not  oridnate  with 
this  admimstratuHi.  As  early,  at  all  evuits,  as 
1804,  it  was  the  poU<^  of  Sir.  Jefferson.  It 
has  been  the  policy  of  every  sacceediujc  admin- 
istration ;  and,  during  the  Lost  administration, 
it  had,  in  the  thai  Setu^tary  of  War,  one  of  its 
ablest  advocates.  The  great  distinction  between 
this  and  prior  administrations  consists  in  the 
present  having  succeeded  to  a  much  greater 
extent  in  carrying  into  effect  what  all^  from  the 
time  of  Hr.  Jefferson,  desired  to  accompliEAi. 

The  honorable  Senator  ftom  Kentucky  thinks, 
as  the  State  of  Georg^  haa  shut  her  courts 
aaginat  tliese  people,  we  ooght  to  open  those  of 
the  United  States  to  tliem.  And,  if  we  can,  let 
me  ask,  Ux.  Preddent,  of  what  jnvctical  ben^t 
will  snch  a  provision  be  t  Useless.  Encourage 
a  poor  Vidian,  living  surrounded  by  whites  un- 
friendly to  him,  to  commence  suit  in  the  federal 
circuit  court,  and  then  follow  it  here  to  the 
Supreme  Oourt,  to  assert  his  tiUe  to  1 60  or  to  640 
acres  of  land,  uid,  by  the  time  tiw  oanse  is 
decided,  be  and  his  Cunlly  will  have  starved  t^ 
death. 

Instead  of  this,  let  us  enoonrage  tbem,  by  all 
the  means  in  onr  power,  to  remove.  Every  day 
they  remain  the  means  of  the  United  States  to 
ftuaish  them  ounfortable  homes,  west  of  the 
IGssissippi,  are  lessening.  Other  tribes  are 
going  and  getting  their  choice  ot  the  oonntry. 
Let  those  ba  encouraged  to  remove  speedily; 
provide  fonds  for  their  removal,  for  tiieir  com- 
fortable support  for  a  season.  Furnish  them  a 
permanent  home,  guarantee  it  by  ell  the  solem- 
nities which  can  be  deemed  necessary,  and  then 
fiuthfully  observe  this  guarantee. 

Upon  these  p(^t^  if  additional  legislation  is 
ibnnd  to  be  proper,  I  am  willing  to  go  to  any 
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extent  wfaidi  may  be  deemed  neoessary,  and 
which  is  not  Inconsistent  witii  what  is  due  to 
the  interests  of  the  great  body  tit  onr  com- 
munity. 

Mr.  BiCNTOH  rose,  not  for  the  purpose  of  tak- 
ing part  in  the  littie  discnsuon  going  on,  but  of 
calling  up  a  voice  far  more  poweriul  than  his 
own — that  of  Ur.  Jefferson;  The  gentleman 
from  Georgia  (Mr.  Odthbebt)  had  well  drawn 
the  distinction  between  arrangements  made  with 
the  Indian  tribes  under  our  protection,  and 
treaties  made  with  foreign  sovereigns.  It  was 
very  dear  that  those  things  called  treaties  with 
the  fodians  were  not  treaties  reo^iuzed  by  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States.  This  was  the 
gronnd  also  taken  by  the  Senator  from  Tennea- 
see,  originating  with  Genera]  Washington,  when 
he  had  doubts  whether  he  could  with  propriety 
communicate  such  treaties  to  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States.  It  was  true  that  the  vote  on 
them  was  taken  in  the  usual  form  prescribed  in 
the  constitution  for  ratifying  a  treaty  with  a 
foreign  power— that  is,  by  a  m^ority  of  two- 
thirds  ;  but  this  ample  ciroamBtanoe  could  not 
posubly  alter  their  nature.  When  the  word 
treaty  was  put  in  the  otmstitntion,  l^t  treaty 
<nily  was  meant  wMcdi  was  known  to  the  laws 
of  nations.  In  the  first  plaoe,  it  was  a  treatr 
that  must  be  made  with  a  foreign  nation ;  an^ 
in  the  second  place,  it  most  be  with  a  nation 
that  had  the  power  to  contract  a  treaty.  Were 
these  trebles  made  with  the  Indian  tribes,  siich 
as  were  recognized  by  writers  on  natitmal  law  9 
He  denied  that  it  was  permitted  to  statesmen 
to  take  snch  shallow  views  of  a  sul^ect  so 
exalted  as  treaties  between  two  sovereign  pow- 
ers. Howoould  these  treaties  with  the  Indians 
rending  within  the  limits  of  a  sovereign  and 
independent  State  be  eonmdered  in  the  l^t  of 
treaties  reot^^nized  by  the  oonstitntion  f  Was 
it  to  be  supposed  that  one  of  the  States  of  this 
Union  womd  ever  have  pnt  it  into  the  power  of 
tJlie  federal  Government  to  barter  away  a  por- 
tion of  her  territory  !  Look  at  the  wandering 
bands  of  the  Sioux,  Kiokapoos,  Sacs,  and  Foxes, 
with  whom  we  have  made  similar  treaties,  and 
who  do  not  possess  even  a  blanket.  Were  they 
nations  witn  whom  treaties  could  be  made 
under  the  treaty-making  power  given  by  the 
constitution?  Can  we,  aaked  Mr.  B.,  make 
treaties  which  set  at  defiance  the  oonstitntion 
and  laws,  by  giving  away  the,  territory,  and 
interfering  with  the  internal  policy  of  a  sove- 
reign and  independent  State !  It  was  a  great 
and  vital  error  m  those  jiulges  who  bad  dedared 
tiiese  arrangements  with  the  Indiana  to  be  the 
same  things  as  tiie  treaties  with  foreign  nations, 
that  the  federal  Government  can  make  under 
the  forms  prescribed  in  the  oonstitntion.  Ji 
was  a  great  error  to  suppose  that  a  treaty  made 
with  the  Tancton  band  of  the  Sioux  (so  ^poor, 
so  miserable,  and  so  destitute,  that  there  is  not 
a  blanket  in  the  tribe,  but  they  mnst  protect 
themselves  from  the  inclemency  of  the  season 
wUh  a  buffalo  nbe)  was  the  same  as  tiiat  nude 
wUh  a  fbreign  and  independent  nation.  Letifc 
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be  reot^ected  that  the  same  arrangenieiit  made 
Tith  the  aonthern  Indiana,  miscwed  a  treaty, 
may  be  made  with  the  miserable  and  degraded 
Yuoton  band  of  the  Siooz ;  and  then  let  gentle- 
men say  wbether,  by  any  stretch  of  imagination 
or  language,  these  arrangements  can  be  called 
treaties  ni^er  the  treaty-making  power  confer- 
red by  the  otmsUtution,  and  deacnbed  by  all  the 
writers  on  national  law.  He  begged  pardon  of 
the  Senate  for  detaining  them  while  he  said 
these  few  wordl  His  only  pnrpose  in  rising 
was  to  call  to  ^eir  attention  the  doctrines  of 
ytt.  JtSvnoa  on  tbis  snbject;  and  without 
ftirther  remaifc  he  wonld  proceed  to  read  a  fow 
sentences  on  the  treaty-making  power. 

"To  whtt  salgecte  this  power  extends  has  not 
been  defined  in  debul  by  the  constitution :  nor  are 
ve  matinly  ag^ed  amoqg  oandresL  1.  It  ia  ad- 
nutted  that  It  must  eonoem  the  for^fn  tuition,  party 
to  the  contmet,  or  it  would  be  a  mere  ouUity,  n» 
imUr  noi  alun  aeUt.  %  By  the  genend  power  to 
Du^e  treafies  the  constitution  must  bare  intended  to 
comprehend  only  those  sutjecta  vhich  ire  usually 
legolated  by  treaty,  and  cannot  be  otherwise  re- 
lated, t.  It  most  nm  meant  to  ezoept  out  of  these 
the  Mbta  reserved  to  the  States;  hu  surely  the 
fMdent  and  Senate  cannot  do,  by  trea^,  irtkst  the 
wiiole  QorenmeBt  b  iuterdicted  from  d^ig  fai  any 
way." 

The  porpose  for  wUoh  he  had  risen  was  to 
make  Uie  lai%nage  of  Kr.  Jefferson  known  to 
llbe  TeiT  respectable  delega^oa  of  the  Ohero- 
keea,  who  were  then  listening  to  the  debate. 
He  had  known  many  of  the  Ofaerokeea  well, 
had  ei^oyed  their  hospitality,  conld  bear  testi- 
mony to  the  moral  worth  and  excellent  ohar- 
AOterof  many  of  .the  nation;  and  bis  most  anx- 
ioQS  wish  was  to  see  the  whole  of  them  removed 
to  a  country  where  they  conld  live  happily  in 
the  enjoyment  of  their  own  laws  and  oustoms, 
nndiatnrbed  by  the  nughborhood  of  the  whites. 
Be  wiahedf  also,  to  mue  them  nnderBtand  that 
ihej  were  delading  thenuelves  when  they  sop- 
poeed  that  arrangements  made  with  their  tribe 
eoold  be  properly  considered  treaties,  as  known 
to  the  eonstitntion,  or  tiiat  they  ooald  posdbly 
exist  as  an  independent  oommanltj  wiUiin  the 
Cmits  of  a  sovereign  State. 

Mr.  CLA.T  said:  The  gentleman  ftvm  Tennes- 
see (Mr.  WntTs)  had  remarked  that  they  were 
aU  nnconstitntional  treaties ;  that  they  bad  no 
binding  force  as  treaties ;  that  General  Wash- 
ington was  mistaken;  that  every  snoceeding 
acuninistration  was  mistaken;  that  Generu 
Jackson  himself*  was  mistaken,  in  1817,  in 
TCgard  to  these  treaties.  Now^  if  they  gave  the 
argoment  oi  the  honwable  Senator  from  Ten- 
nessee its  fhn  force,  what  was  the  consequence  t 
What  did  he  (Mr.  0.)  offer  ?  He  said,  merely 
to  open  the  question  to  the  court  If  they  hu 
no  validity,  if  the  questaon  whioh  was  sent  to 
the  Judiciary  did  not  rest  npon  treaties,  they 
oould  vindicate  no  rights  under  them.  Whj 
had  Georgia,  if  she  believed  ^ere  were  no 
trraUea,  made  proviuons  in  her  late  act  to 
vhloh  be  had  rctfiuTedf  Vhj  abut  <mt  the 
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rights  of  the  Indiana  under  the  treaty!  Why, 
if  die  was  omvinced  of  the  nnomstttntiaialily 
of  the  treaties,  did  she  not  allow  them  to  be 
submitted  to  the  federal  Judidary,  whch  was 
bound  to  declare  that  they  were  not  obligatory 
and  binding,  if  unconstitutional  t  Why  has  she 
studionsly  precluded  the  possibility  of  a  review 
in  the  Supreme  Oonrt  of  the  decisions  of  the 
local  tribunals?  But  the  gentlenuui  bad  told 
the  Senate  that  the  treaty  of  1791  was  the  first 
that  guaranteed  to  tJie  Cherokeea  thur  lands, 
and  that  President  Washington  doubted  wbether 
it  was  necessary  to  submit  it  to  the  Senate.  It 
mi^t  be  tme,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
Government,  when  every  thing  was  new  and 
unfixed,  that  there  were  donbts;  bat  General 
Wa4iington  decided  that  it  was  a  trea^,  and  laid 
It,  with  bis  doubts.  Wore  tbe  S^ate,  who 
decided  them,  and  the  treaty  was  ratified  by  and 
with  the  consent  of  the  Senate.  And  from  that 
day  those  doubts  have  remained  dispelled.  He 
was  indebted  to  the  honorable  Senator  for  the 
historical  fact  which  he  (Mr.  0.)  had  not  before 
pressed,  that  this  very  guaranty  whioh  secured 
to  the  Indians  the  undisturbed  possession  of 
their  lands,  in  the  treaty  of  1791,  was  inserted 
hr  the  egress  diiecUon  of  the  Father  of  hia 
Oonntry.  And  the  Senate  was  called  npon  now, 
not  merely  to  violate  the  solemn  omlntions 
wMofa  the  whole  nation  had  ecmtraeted,  mt  to 
violate  the  provision  whidi  had  been  inserted  at 
the  instance  of  Hie  venerated  Fatiier  of  Us 
Oonntijl 


Fbidat,  February  6. 

The  honorable  Johk  Ruoolis,  elected  a  Sen- 
ator from  the  State  of  Mune,  to  supply  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  iht  resignati(m  of  the 
honorable  Fsua  Spuam^  appeared  to-dsf, 
and  took  his  seat. 

Soadt  in  ih»  Ttrritory  qfArttauu. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Posmt,  the  Senate  took  up 
the  bill  making  apprc^riations  for  the  oompl^ 
tion  of  certain  roads  in  the  Territory  of  Arkan- 
sas; and  the  bill,  having  been  expl^ned  and 
advocated  by  Messrs.  HmniBioKS  ud  Pom^ 
and  opposed  by  Mr.  Hnx^  was  ordered  to  bs 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 


MoNDAT,  Febmary  9. 
Sueutvu  Patronage  and  Oowmment  jSepen«at. 

Mr.  Oalhoun  sidd  he  was  directed  by  the 
select  eommlttee  ^»p(^ntod  to  inquire  into  tlie 
extent  of  execntive  patronage,  and  the  means 
by  whioh  it  nught  be  rednoed,  to  report  the 
result  of  their  labors ;  and  he  was  h^ipy  to  say 
that  all  the  propositions  before  them  had  met 
with  the  oonsent  of  every  member  of  the  com- 
mittee, with  the  exception  of  a  single  one,  and 
on  that  there  was  but  one  dissentient  vote. 

The  report  was  then  read.  The  reading 
ocea^iiai  an  bonr  and  «  faal^  and  ecncindaa 
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irith  Tecommeiidiiig  the  adopUoa  of  a  joint 
resolotion;  which  was  read  a  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  joint  resolation  proposes  an  amendment 
to  the  Oonstitntion  of  the  TTnited  States,  provid- 
ing for  a  distribution  of  the  sniplos  revennes 
among  the  several  States  and  Territories  until 
tfaerear  1848. 

The  oommittee  also  nwfftedaUntoranilate 
the  depodts  of  the  pnbfio  money ;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  made  the 
QNtdal  order  for  Thursday  next. 

The  committee  also  re^rted  a  hill  to  repeal 
Hie  first  and  second  sections  of  an  act  to  limit 
the  term  of  office  to  certain  officers  therein 
named;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
and  made  the  special  order  for  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  CiXHOtnr,  nnder  the  instructions  of  the 
committee,  offered  the  following  resolution; 
which  lies  one  day  for  consideration : 

Re*olvtd,  Thst  the  Secretoiy  of  the  Treuory  be 
directed  to  report  to  the  Senate,  at  the  commenoe- 
mmt  of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  what  duties 
nnder  twenty  per  cenL  ad  valorem,  as  jwovfated  by 
Hbn  dxtfa  ee^ott  of  the  act  of  the  2d  of  Uarch, 
1883,  entitled  "An  not  to  modify  the  act  of  die  14th 
ui  July,  1882,  and  all  othtt  acts  impodng  duties  on 
imports,**  can  be  reduced  or  repealed  consistently 
viui  a  dae  reKBrd  to  the  manufactoring  interest,  and 
an  estimate  of  the  probable  amount  of  the  reduction. 

Hr.  Oalhottk  having  moved  to  urintacertun 
number  of  copies  of  the  report  of  uie  oommittee 
of  which  Hr.  Benton  was  chairman,  in  1826, 
on  the  dangerous  tendency  of  executive  patron- 
age at  that  day — 

Hr.  Ponn>sxTKB  rose  to  make  an  additional 
motion,  with  retmect  to  the  printing  of  the 
report  mentionea  by  the  Senator  frcm  South 
OaroUna:  and  also  the  report  of  the  select  oom- 
mittee wniob  had  Just  been  read.  It  was  his 
object,  he  said,  to  move  for  tiie  nrinting  of 
iautj  thoosand  extra  copies  of  Doth  wese 
reports,  fbr  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  for  dis* 
tnbutioD  among  the  people  <tf  the  United  States. 

He  had  been  deeply  impressed  with  the  im- 
portance of  the  views  presented  to  the  Senate 
and  to  the  country,  hy  the  report  of  the  select 
oomndttee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  abuses 
itf  executive  patronage,  and  the  means,  if  any, 
hy  which  it  could  be  retrenched.  He,  for  one, 
bulged  leave  to  accord  to  the  committee  his 
hearty  thanks  fi>r  tiie  labor  whioh  they  had 
heatow-ed  on  the  anUeot  referred  to  them,  and 
far  the  iUastrations  wuoh  they  had  g^ven  to  the 
various  topics  touched  In  the  repwt  made  by 
them  tills  morning  to  the  Senate.  Itcannot hie 
disseised,  said  Hr.  P.,  that  the  question  is  now 
distinctiy  presented  to  the  Amencan  people,  of 
the  importance  of  which  they  seem  to  be  but 
littie  aware,  whether  power  is  to  be  perpetuated 
in  tlie  hands  of  a  dominant  party  by  uie  influ- 
ence of  patronage  and  the  public  money ;  and 
whether,  by  the  use  of  these  means,  tiie  incum- 
bent of  the  executive  chair  shall  l>e  enabled  to 
transfer  the  power  whioh  he  now  wields  to 
some  favorite  auocesKHr ;  or  whether  that  high 


ofBce  ia,  as  heretofore,  imder  the  practical  oper- 
ation of  our  system,  to  l>e  freely  conferred  by 
the  unbougfat  snfi&ages  of  the  people.  It  is  a 
qnestion  oi  grave  import,  in  wnich  tiie  office- 
holders and  their  dependents  are  ranged  on  tJie 
one  side,  and  the  friends  of  popular  rightd  and 
free  BufiVage  on  the  other.  He  deprecated  the 
consequence  that  might  result  from  the  ap- 
parent apatiiy  whioh  seemed  to  prev^  among 
the  great  body  of  the  people,  whue  gradual  but 
fatal  encroachments  were  made,  by  those  who 
wield  the  destinies  of  the  country,  on  the 
foundations  of  public  liberty  and  the  prindples 
of  our  free  constitution.  AU  republics  have 
fallen  under  the  deleterious  inflnence  of  an  un- 
limited and  misplaced  confidence  of  tiie  people 
in  the  purity  and  stability  of  human  virtne, 
which  never  fiaUa  to  end  m  cmel  diappdnt- 
ment. 

The  American  people,  he  feared,  had  been  led 
of  late  into  this  great  error,  from  whioh  it  may 
be  found  difficult  to  redeem  them.  They  have 
been  dow  to  beUeve  that  an  individual,  on  whose 
virtue  and  patriotism  tbey  have  heretofbre 
placed  the  most  impUdt  reUance,  coold  be 
enable  of  attempting  to  carry  out  measures, 
the  bievitable  tendency  and  ^eots  of  whicli 
most,  in  the  raid,  if  not  rebuked,  produce  the 
overtiirowftf  their  liberties.  The  only  mode  by 
which  the  people  could  be  roused  from  this 
state  of  apathy  was  by  the  free  circulation  and 
diffusion  of  information,  coming  from  anthentio 
sources,  combined  with  such  sonnd  reasoning 
and  condusions  as  are  to  be  found  in  this  report 
and  other  papers,  similar  in  their  character, 
emanating  from  committees  of  the  two  Bouses 
of  GongresB.  Thus,  by  the  dissemination  of  fact 
and  anpunent,  tbe  eyes  of  the  people  may  be 
qiened  to  tbe  dangers  by  which  they  are  sur- 
rounded, and  the  awrming  powers  which,  un- 
happily fbr  the  country,  are  claimed  and  exer- 
cised by  the  present  Chief  Ha^pstrate.  Of  all  the 
assumptions  of  power,  of  which  there  had  been 
such  an  abnnduit  sopplyfor  tiie  last  two  years, 
there  was  not  one  so  dsngerons  in  its  character 
as  tiie  construction  put  by  the  President  on  the 
power  of  appointment  and  removal  from  office. 
Under  this  construction  the  Ezecntive  might,  at 
pleasure,  prostrate  and  override  every  other 
department  of  the  Government,  not  even  ex- 
cepting the  Judiciary.  This  is  effected  by  con- 
verting that  power,  which  was  i^ven  for  wise 
and  useful  purposes,  into  an  enfpne  wfaldi  may 
be  so  nuuuuedaa  to  aecomididi  oljeota  in  direct 
violation  <n  the  oonstitDtion,  and  thereby  con- 
centrate all  the  powers  of  uie  Government  in 
one  of  its  departments,  which  all  history  proves 
is  that  department  most  dangerous  to  the  liber- 
ties of  tiie  people.  He  woi3d,  therefore,  limit 
and  restrain  this  power,  by  l^dation,  as  fkr  as 
possible,  without  a  violation  of  wcpress  pro 
vidons  of  the  constitution. 

It  must  be  evident  to  every  refiecttng  mind, 
that  tiie  concentration  of  these  two  powers  in 
the  same  hands  is  of  the  very  essence  of  despot- 
iam.  How  had  the  Preddent  got  posaesdon  of 
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the  public  treasury!   Not  by  virtue  of  any 

e)wer  vested  in  him  by  the  constitution  and  the 
ws,  for  in  tJiese  none  such  is  to  be  found ;  but 
he  had  effected  this  object  by  appropriating  the 
power  of  remoral  from  office  to  its  acoom^ish- 
ment.  The  President  told  the  Secretary  of  the 
Tressory  to  remove  the  depoutafrom  the  bank, 
where  uie  law  had  placed  them  for  ufe  keeping 
and  distribution.  The  Secretary  replied,  tliat 
he  believed  the  public  interesta  would  not  be 
consulted  by  Buoh  a  measure ;  but  that  it  would 
be,  in  his  opinioo,  highly  iojurious  to  the  coun- 
try at  large,  and  therefore  he  could  not  con- 
aolentiously  comply  with  the  wishes  of  the 
President  in  tiiis  respect,  in  the  exercise  of  a 
discretion  vested  exclusively  in  him  by  law. 
'Whereupon  the  Freudent,  with  seeming  cour- 
tesy, informs  tiiA  Seoretair :  "  SAr,  I  wish  it  to 
be  distinctly  nnderAood  that  I  do  not  desire  to 
interfere  with  yoiir  duties ;  yonareatUbwtyto 
execute  them  aooording  to  yoor  construction  of 
the  law;  but  if  you  cannot  oonsdentiondy  con- 
form to  my  will,  I  annul  your  commission,  and 
shall  appoint  an  officer  in  your  place,  morepUant, 
who  will  obey  my  orders  on  my  responsibility, 
without  interpoamg  his  own  opinion,  either  m 
reference  to  tne  powers  vested  in  him  by  law, 
or  the  good  of  the  country."  It  is  undeniable 
that,  according  to  this  rule,  which  seems  now 
to  be  the  settied  doctrine  of  this  admlnistraticai, 
no  power  can  he  vested  in  a  subordinate  officer 
of  the  Government  by  law,  which  is  not  liable 
to  be  controlled  in  its  execution,  at  the  discre- 
tion of  flie  Ghief  ICoi^stnte.  ViU  any  one 
pretend  that  this  Qovemment  thos  adminis- 
tered, is  one  of  checks  and  balances,  which 
lindta  each  department  within  its  own  orbit 
and  confines  eaidi  to  the  exerdse  of  its  delesated 
powers  and  dntiesf  Sir,  it  is  no  such  thing. 
The  monarch  of  England,  with  aU  bis  regal 
sway  and  pomp,  would  not  dare  to  lay  hold  of 
the  pnblic  treasury  of  the  kingdom,  and  loan  it 
out  at  his  pleasure  to  tiie  corporations  of  Liver- 
pool or  London,  or  distribute  it  among  local 
baDks,  as  his  own  whim  or  caprice,  or  his  polit- 
ical ambition,  might  dictate.  Such  an  outrage 
wonld  arouse  the  spirit  of  £nglish  liberty,  and 
the  throne  itself  would  tremble  under  the 
crowned  head  who  had  dared  to  oommit  it. 
Bat,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  all  this  has  been 
done  in  this  free  country,  under  the  name  of 
democracy  1  The  people  have  not  yet  had  this 
question  furly  before  them  for  their  decision. 

We  have,  indeed,  attempted  to  bring  the  high 
prerogative  doctrines  of  the  present  day,  in  their 
naked  deformity,  to  the  view  of  the  unsuspect- 
ing, honest,  dtizens  of  the  Republic.  Bat  the 
issue  has  been  evaded,  and  the  people  every- 
where have  been  nnblushiugly  told  that  it  was 
a  mere  question  of  "  bank  or  no  bank.^^  Thus, 
the  onnopnlari^  of  all  banks,  and  the  reckless 
demmdatifuu  which  hare  been  put  fbrtii  in  the 

gablic  press  against  the  Bank  of  the  United 
tatea,  nave  been  brought  in  aid  of  the  domi- 
nant party ;  the  minds  of  the  people  have  been 
lured  anddiverted  from  the  real  questioa  which 


they  had  to  decide,  and,  under  this  delusion, 
popular  elections  have  turned  in  favor  of  those 
who  have  in^oted  the  most  fatal  wounds  on  the 
vital  jprindplea  of  our  free  oonstitntion.  But^ 
said  St.  P.,  I  will  not  pemdt  myself  to  doubt 
that,  whenever  the  freemen  ct  this  conntry  dtall 
be  fully  informed  of  the  abuses  which  htn  bem 
practised  nnder  this  administration,  of  thepros- 
titution  of  the  press,  and  the  corrapt  purposes 
to  which  the  patronage  of  the  Oovenunent  has 
been  applied,  and  of  uie  unmeasured  strides  of 
power,  whidi  defies  the  restrunts  of  law,  the^f 
will  oome  to  the  rescue,  in  the  m^esty  of  tbeur 
strength,  and  restore  the  constitntion  to  its 
primitive  purity  and  umplioity.  Against  the  for- 
midaUe  array  of  executive  power,  now  claimed 
and  exwcised,  neither  the  constitution  nor  the 
law  affords  an  adequate  saftgnard.  This  tre- 
mmdoos  power  of  appointmMit  to  and  remoral 
ftom  office^  ^ipdied  as  it  bow  is,  enaUes  the 
Present  to  anbstitute  his  wiU,  and  .render  it 
paramount  to  the  enactments  of  law,  or  the 
express  proviuons  of  the  constitntion.  A  single 
example  will  demonstrate  this  to  the  satisfitction 
of  every  unpnijodioed  mind.  The  power  la 
vested  in  Congress  to  authorize  the  appointment 
of  inferior  ofacers  by  the  oonrts  of  law  or  the 
heads  of  Departments.  Ooold  suoh  a  law  be 
executed  against  the  will  of  the  President  t  It 
is  manifest  that  it  oould  not.  For,  if  the  head 
of  any  Department  should  refdse  to  q>point 
such  inferior  officers  as  the  President  might 
designate,  Botwithstanding  the  law,  made  1b 
pturaoonoe  of  the  constitutwn,  vested  the  poww 
exdnnTely  in  the  Department,  the  means  of 
enfortnng  the  will  of  the  President,  in  this 
respect,  is  rendered  j^ain  and  simple,  by  his 
former  practice  in  like  cases.  He  might,  it  is 
true,  disclaim  all  intention  of  interfering  with  a 
bead  of  a  Department  in  the  execution  of  a  law, 
but  that  disclaimer  would  be  followed  up  by  the 
immediate  removal  of  that  officer,  if  he  did  not 
make  such  appointments  as  the  President  might 
dictate. 

Thus  the  President  maj,  with  impunity, 
according  to  the  construction  wMoh  be  pnta 
upon  his  tfwn  powers,  trample  nnder  fiwt  the 
laws  made  in  pnrsnanoe  of  tlw  constitntion,  and 
make  his  mandate  soperiw  to  both.  These  are 
the  monstrous  doctrines  avowed  and  carried 
into  practical  operation  by  the  self-styled  democ- 
racy of  the  present  day.  In  this  manner  he 
might  even  go  further,  and  efTeotually  control 
the  execution  of  the  judgments  and  decrees  of 
the  courts  of  the  United  States.  Of  what  avail 
is  a  decree  of  judgment  of  the  Supreme  Courts 
if  it  could  not  he  carried  into  execution  t  None 
at  all.  It  would  amount  to  a  more  brutum 
JiUmmy  of  no  force  or  effect  whatever.  Ctould 
not  the  power  of  removal  be  applied  to  a  mar- 
shal in  any  district  of  the  United  States,  if  he 
persisted  in  executing  a  judgment  itf  the  wnxL 
in  opposition  to  an  order  from  the  Prerideoi 
prohibiting  him  from  levying  on  the  pn»erty 
of  the  defnidant,  in  the  suae  maimer  that  it  baa 
bean  ^plied  to  a  Secretaiy  of  tiie  TMamrj  for 
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dcDjing  his  agency  in  the  transfer  of  the  pnhlio 
tretunire  from  its  place  of  deposit  t  There 
b  nothing  in  the  nature  of  the  serrice  to  be 
performed  which  woold  make  it  an  exception 
to  the  general  role  which  is  applicable  to  all 
ofBoers  holding  commissions  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  President.  Thus  he  would  become  the 
ultimate  arbiter  of  &o  most  solemn  decisions  of 
the  courts ;  he  might  examine  the  record,  and 
pronoonoe  an  opinion  that  the  Judgment  or 
decree  of  the  eonrt  la  unoonBtitotitmal,  as  he 
understands  it,  Qmd  he  execntes  the  oonsntation 
as  he  nndentanas  It ;)  and  on  tills  ground  alone, 
aeoordlng  to  his  good  will  and  pleasure,  order 
the  marshal  to  disr^ard  the  prooesa  of  execn- 
*  tion,  who  would  be  bound  to  obey  this  imperial 
mandate  or  surrender  his  office  to  another. 

Hr.  Kino,  of  Geoif^a,  sud  that  if  he  dedined 
following  the  Senator  from  HiBsissippi  through 
the  range  he  had  taken  on  the  wrongful  exer- 
cise of  exeeutive  power,  he  hoped  he  would  find 
s  sufficient  apology  in  the  fact,  that  in  no  part 
of  the  report  was  the  President's  constmotion 
of  the  coDstitDtion  doubted.  He  hoped,  also, 
he  might  be  pardoned  for  the  suffiesticm,  that 
the  oranmittee  not  expect  a  cusouarion  of 
midi  a  eh&ractw  on  tlie  presentation  of  the 
report.  Kot  knowing,  or  rather  having  forgot- 
ten, that  the  report  would  probably  be  presented 
tiiia  morning,  ho  had  neglected  to  frimish  him- 
self  with  some  information  which  would  be 
necessary,  to  sustun  him  in  a  few  comments 
which  he  intended  to  make  upon  some  branches 
of  the  report,  and  which  he  should  make  on  a 
future  occasion.  But  the  motion  which  had 
been  made  seemed  to  call  attention  now  to  one 
feature  of  the  report.  Bir,  sdd  Mr.  E.,  I  wish 
it  expresdy  understood  that  I  am  in  &Tor  of  a 
xednotlon  of  the  ezpoises  of  this  Qorttmnent. 
Ai^  whenever  a  reasonable  pr(H>odtion  was 
made,  from  the  Korth  or  Bonui,  from  any  part 
or  any  party,  the  object  (tf  which  was  to  effect 
this  aeoirable  end,  he  was  prepared  to  concur 
In  It ;  and  that,  said  Hr.  is  the  very  reason 
I  am  opposed  to  this  motirai,  which  was  to 
print  20,000— (some  one  nearmenticoied  80,000) 
— 80,000,  declared  Hr.  E.,  was  more  than  he 
had  understood  it.  He  had  the  same  objection 
to  80,000  that  he  had  to  the  printing  of  80,000,- 
000.  That  objection  was,  that  it  was  an  abom- 
tnable  waste  of  the  public  treasury.  'What  was 
the  BuUeot  of  our  deliberation  ?  It  was  the 
wasteM  expenditure  of  the  public  money,  as 
wen  aa  exeonUTO  patronage^  wliieh  in  &ot  on]y 
grew  out  of  it 

thai,  aaid  Hr.  E.,  the  expensea  of  the 
Govinrnment  hare  lately  inerMsed  to  an  enor- 
tttouB  extent ;  if  they  nave  greatly  inoreued 
between  1826  and  1883,  as  stated  in  the  report, 
which  'he  believed  to  be  true;  his  intention 
was,  when  the  report  came  vp  again,  to  show 
where  the  increase  ori^natedt  and  was  deter- 
mined that  the  r«ponfflbility  shonld  rest  where 
It  ought  to  rest,  and  was  not  to  be  attributed  to 
the  Executive.  What  a  spectacle  did  this  body 
exhibit  from  day  todi^l  The  Senate  hadbeen 


(Sbtatb. 

a  week  making  war  on  the  eetreu  of  the  Post 
Office  Department.  They  were  now  warring 
against  the  extravagance  of  the  Execntive ;  and 
while  brandishing  the  sWord  in  one  hand  in 
defence  of  the  public  treasure  against  the  rava- 
ges of  the  Executive,  we  were  with  the  other 
slipping  it  into  our  own  pockets,  or  scattering 
it  m  profhse  and  wasteM  extravagance.  Mr. 
E.,  after  enumerating  a  few  features  in  the 
report  which  he  intended  hereafter  briefly  to 
comment  npon,  principally  in  the  language  and 
reasoning,  Bud  it  was  not  his  purpose  further 
to  tronhle  the  Senate  at  that  time  iqton  the 
merits  of  the  report,  in  the  oondnsioiu  m  wUoh 
he  mdnly  agreed.  He  concluded  by  a  hope 
that  the  extraordinary  number  of  extra  copies 
proposed  by  tiie  Senatw  from  Mississippi  would 
not  be  agreed  to,  as  every  copy  over  5,000,  for 
distribution,  would  be  a  useless  waste,  as  the 
report  was  short,  and  before  even  6,000  extras 
conld  be  printed,  it  would  be  in  all  respectable 
journals  in  the  United  States.  He  saia  he  had 
another  objection  to  the  printing  of  so  large  a 
number.  Itwould  counteract  a  principal  object 
of  the  committee,  who  wished  to  avoid  giving  a 
party  diaracter  to  the  report.  These  oraersfor 
printing  so  large  a  number  of  extras,  he  sud, 
were  looked  upon  generally  aa  efforts  to  ^ve  a 
party  importance  to  the  document ;  and,  nine 
times  out  of  ten,  it  was  the  object  of  such  orders. 
He  hoped  the  Senator  hinuelf  on  reflection, 
would  consent  to  6,000  extras,  which  he  thought 
as  many  as  would  answer  any  useful  purpose. 

Hr.  BxirroN  rose  to  E^>eak  to  some  parts  of 
the  report ;  to  express  his  couourrenoe  in  some 
parts,  his  dissent  to  others. 

He  concurred  in  the  general  pur^rt,  and  in 
the  general  olrject  of  the  report,  m  uiowing 
the  great  increase  which  had  taken  place.  In  a 
ahort  ^ne,  in  the  expenditures  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  in  the  number  of  persons  employed 
or  supported  by  it.  The  increase  was  great, 
but  not  BO  great  as  had  been  depicted ;  and  out 
of  proportion  to  the  increase  of  population  and 
wraith  oi  the  country  for  the  eame  period,  but 
not  so  inordinately  as  the  report  affirmed.  It 
was  the  object  of  the  report  to  reduce  this  too 
great  expenditure,  and  to  diminish  the  number 
of  tJiat  vast  multitude  of  persons  now  paid  or 
supported  out  of  i^e  federal  treasury.  In  all 
this  he  concurred  with  the  report;  but  he  re- 
gretted, deeply  and  dncerely  regretted,  that  it 
had  not  fallen  within  the  scope  of  the  ctuur- 
msn's  view  of  his  snijeet,  to  ahow  the  Bonree 
and  origin  of  these  gteat  increases;  but  1^ 
blame,  if  any,  should  aU  upon  the  true  aatAori^ 
and  the  genius  of  reform  snoold  know  where  to 
apply  her  correct^g  hand.  The  omls^on  of 
the  chairman  to  show  this,  had  laid  him  (Mr. 
B.)  under  the  necessity  of  endeavoring  to  supply 
the  defect;  and  he  should  do  so  under  all  the 
disadvantages  of  an  immediate  reply  to  a  well- 
prepared  report,  which  he  had  heard  read  once 
m  committee  before  it  was  now  read  in  this 
chamber.  The  report,  said  Mr.  B.,  assumes,  for 
the  periodsof  comparison,  the  year  which 
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was  the  first  of  Mr.  Adamses  admiaistratioii,  and 
the  rear  1838.  which  was  the  commencement 
of  toe  seoona  term  of  President  Jackson's  ad- 
ministratioiL  It  was  in  reality  a  comparison 
between  the  two  last  administraticKis  and  that 
d  Preddent  Monroe,  which  terminated  in  the 
year  which  is  taken  for  the  starting  point  of  the 
comparison.  Confining  himself  to  tnese  points 
of  time,  Mr  B.  would  look  into  the  origin  of 
the  principal  causes  of  the  great  increases  of 
money  expended,  and  men  employed  or  fed  by 
the  federu  GoTemment  within  this  period,  and 
wonld  show  that  the  impUoations  of  the  report 
—for  direct  assertion  was  not  made — ^bnt  t^e 
implications  of  the  report,  which  would  seem  to 
east  ceaanro  on  the  presoit  administration  for 
tiiese  large  aagmeQtwon&  oonld  have  no  foun- 
dation in  Caot^  mnst  find  tludr  a|^!iMition 
elsewhere. 

The  bnaness  of  internal  Snmrorement  was 
the  first  head  of  iooreaae  wUe£  Hr.  B.  would 
mention;  and  thai  bnriness  commenced,  or 
rather  assnmed  its  expanded  and  invigorated 
form,  in  the  year  1824,  the  last  year  of  Ur. 
Moiuoe^a  administration,  and  nnder  whose  ans- 
pices  and  recommendations  no  person  oould 
better  tell  than  the  distinffoished  author  of  the 
present  report  Internal  improvements  was 
then,  and  at  that  early  time,  the  inviting  ocean 
upon  which  many  candidates  for  popular  favor 
were  seen  to  ^read  the  entire  sarftoe  of  th^ 
distended  oanvas.  Commenoed  mtm  national 
vrindples,  and  with  tiie  dedgn  ta  being  con- 
fined to  national  oljjeots^  the  wh<de  system 
n^idly  degenerated  into  local  or  neighborhood 
contrivances  for  the  expenditure  of  money,  and 
the  acqnisition  of  popularity.  Before  the  end 
of  Mr.  Adams's  four  years,  the  downward  course 
of  the  system  had  established  the  truth  of  the 
double  prediction  which  Ur.  Jefferson  had  made 
shortly  before  his  death ;  it  had  opened  a  gulf 
wMch  the  treasures  of  Fern  and  Mexico  could 
not  fill  1  It  had  prodnced  a  scramble  for  money, 
in  which  the  meanest  got  most!  President 
Jackson  found  this  system  at  that  pass,  with 
tiie  immwise  augmentation  oSmanaj  expended, 
and  men  employed,  which  it  neoesiarily Involv- 
ed; and  the  consequent  taereaae  of  executive 
patronage  which  these  angmentations  implied. 
Far  from  enhanoing,  or  even  retaining,  this 
branch  of  patronage,  he  vMuntarily  stripped 
himself  of  ft.  At  the  risk  of  some  danger  to 
bis  temporary  popularity,  he  stood  forth  to 
oppose  toe  buner  of  the  Executive  veto  to  tlie 
fabil  current  of  local  and  neighborhood  internal 
improvement.  He  endeavored  to  turn  back  the 
systeoL  and  to  confine  it  to  its  original  design, 
that  of  great  national  objects.  So  £sr^  then,  as 
thisluaa  of  increased  expen^tur^  and  increased 
numbers  emi^oyed  by  the  federal  Qoveniment, 
bas  been  a  sonroe  of  angmented  patronage  to  the 
executive  Oovemmeat,  Flreriaent  Jackson  is 
f^ee  fh>m  blame ;  so  £&r  as  diminution  of  patron- 
age has  resulted  from  the  arrestation  of  the  fatal 
and  minous  part  oi  this  qrstem,  be  alone  is  en- 
titled to  the  excloslve  honor. 


[Fnaiuxr,  168B' 

Bevolationai^  pensions,  Mr.  B.  said,  was  tha 
next  source  which  he  would  point  out  of  those 
angmentations,  which  were  so  ocaapiaaauAf 
depicted  in  me  report;  and  here  the  pndifia 
source  of  an  immense  angmentation  was  re- 
vealed. Forty  thousand  pennraera,  inclndiog 
the  invalids  of  the  last  war,  started  to  our  view ; 
near  three  milions  of  dollars  were  required  to 
pay  them^  and  he  believed  in  1883,  it  was  near 
four  millions.  Who  opened  this  fountain  of 
Ezeontive  patronage ;  tiiis  prolific  source  of  ex- 
penditure and  of  revolntionary  hero  resurrec- 
tion, which,  at  the  end  of  half  a  century,  is  ex- 
hibiting a  lai^r  army  on  the  pension  rdl  than 
ever  Washington  saw,  at  wy  one  tune^  on  the 
master  rdl ;  whidi  fiuniahea  the  aathMr  ai  this  • 
report  with  upwards  of  one-third  of  his  bnn- 
dnd  thonaand  men :  wUoh  is  now  making  the 
Bevolntion  oost  more  money  than  It  ooat  while 
it  was  existing  and  ra^ng;  and  which  has  pro- 
duced a  demoralizatiw  of  morala,  and  a  per- 
petration of  crimes,  as  revolting  to  the  miira  as 
it  is  humiliating  to  the  conntryt  Who  pro- 
duced all  this !  Certainly  not  President  Jack- 
son! but  the  action  of  Congress,  nnder  Executive 
recommendations,  commencing  at  a  period  with 
which  the  author  of  this  report  must  be  most 
familiar,  and  carried  on  to  the  year  1832,  when  the 
system  of  pensioning  recuved  its  dimax  in  the 
law  of  that  year,  and  in  the  production  of  conse- 
qnenees  which  astonish  and  afflict  the  country. 

The  removal  of  the  ladians  was  tiie 
source  of  iDcxeased  expenditnre,  and  increased 
agents,  which  Ur.  B.  adverted  to ;  and  on  this 
head,  or  from  disduming,  hedaimed  the  merit 
of  it  almost  exdnsively  for  President  Jackson. 
It  was  he  who  had  stood  forth  the  true  friend 
of  t^e  Indians,  the  true  advocate  and  awerter 
of  State  rights,  in  rdieving  the  Soutiiem  States 
of  their  Indian  population,  at  the  same  time  that 
he  provided  for  Uiese  Indians  themselves  per- 
manent tranquilj  nnmdested,  and  far  more 
desirahle  homes,  m  the  rich  and  extended  plains 
of  the  far  West  In  execnting  this  policy,  Con- 
gress acted  under  bis  recommendation ;  and  to 
him  the  long-nedeoted  and  injured  South — the 
States  of  Georgia,  Alabama,  and  Uisdarip^ 
and  the  new  States  of  the  Korth-west  Ohio, 
Indiana,  Illinois,  Missouri,  are  all,  all  indebted, 
for  the  advantages  and  blesnn^  which  thoy 
now  ei^oy  in  their  freedom  from  the  inoubns  at 
a  usdeas  and  inimical  population  within  their 
borders.  The  exodus  oi  the  In^ans  from  the 
east  to  the  west  of  the  Jfississippi— from  the 
land  of  the  white  man  to  the  land  of  the  red 
man — under  the  guiding  and  protecting  hand 
of  President  Jackson,  has  been  to  lK>th  parties, 
to  the  white  race  and  to  the  red  race,  an  annii- 
cions  and  delightftil  consummation,  on  wmch 
Heaven  has  shed  its  benignant  blasting  and 
which  calls  for  the  gratefid  emotion  of  everr 
heart,  white  or  red,  dviUsed  or  savage,  whiou 
can  rejoice  in  the  prosperity  of  the  human  raoa^ 
and  feel  gratitude  and  thankfulness  to  its  great- 
est and  most  eminmt  bene&otor.  Bnt,  above 
all,  and  more  than  oil  pat  together,  should  the 
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State  of  IDsdaappi  feel  that  gntitnde.  Hard 
was  her  &to  tmUI  President  Jaokaon  ascended 

the  Presidential  chair.  The  oldest  Territory  In 
the  Union,  a  State  for  almost  twenty  years, 
a  delicioos  climate,  ample  boundaries,  lands 
adapted  to  the  production  of  the  richest  staple, 
noble  rirers — with  all  these  advantages,  ner 
population  remained  a  speck  in  the  comer  of 
ner  own  extended  map.  The  Chickasaws  and 
Ohootaws  occQpied  the  finest  portions  of  her  soil, 
and  seemed  destined  to  occupy  them  forever 
under  the  abetment  of  a  great  political  party, 
then  called  national  repoblicans,  now  whigp, 
whose  policy  was  as  cruel  to  the  Indiana  as  it 
was  niyust  to  the  people,  and  sabversiTe  of  ttu 
rights  of  the  States,  President  Jackson  ap- 
peared at  the  head  of  the  national  afilurs.  He 
was  the  slave  of  no  selfish  or  ambitious  policy ; 
the  hunter  of  no  factitious  and  delusive  popu- 
larity. He  was  the  friend  of  the  whites  and  of 
the  reds ;  he  spoke  the  language  of  truth,  jus- 
tice, wisdom,  to  both ;  and  the  long-depressed 
and  obscure  State  of  Mississippi  finds  herself, 
as  if  by  magic,  in  the  poasestnon  of  all  her 
rights,  and  aO  her  soil,  advanciog  with  rapid 
smdes  to  wealth  and  population :  displaying  a 
prodigious  expansion  of  both,  taa  ready,  at  the 
censoB  of  1840,  to  present  tix  or  tigtit  members 
on  the  floor  of  the  House  of  Be^esentatives, 
where^  until  lately,  die  had  bnt  one  member, 
and  now  has  bat  two.  More  t  The  graduation 
principle,  by  trea^,  is  adopted  for  the  sale  of 
the  newly  acqnired  land^  dracendtng  down 
through  successive  gradations  fhim  $1.26,  to  six 
and  a  quarter  cents  per  acre!  So  that  this 
State  has  acquired,  by  treaty,  under  the  auspi- 
ces of  President  Jackson,  the  justice  and  uie 
boon  which  her  elder  nsters  have  been  in  vun 
soliciting  feom  Congress  for  so  many  years. 
For  all  this,  that  noble  State  is  indebted  to 
Freddent  Jackson;  and  it  is  as  honorable  to 
the  inhabitants  of  that  State,  aa  it  is  Jnat  and 
rigbt  hi  itseli;  that  the  throb  of  gratitude  beats 
in  the  hearts,  and  the  sentiment  of  affectionate 
respect  giows  In  tiie  bosoms  of  almost  the  whole 
of  her  entire  population.  And  shall  the  expense 
of  these  measures,  the  expense  of  freeing  not 
only  Mississippi,  but  the  whole  South,  and  the 
entire  North-west,  from  the  encnmbrance  of  an 
Indian  {wpulation,  be  now  set  down,  without 
explanation,  in  a  grave  report  on  Executive 
patroof^  as  one  of  the  wastefhl  extravagances 
of  the  day,  which  portends  the  decline  and  &1I 
of  the  Bepoblio,  and  calls  fot  the  trenchant 
band  (tf  catting  inform,  and  the  indignant  ver- 
diot  of  public  reprobation  f 

Okwety  allied  to  this  head,  tiiat  of  removal 
ot  Indiuia,  was  another,  vbioh  Mr.  B.  would 
mention,  and  which  was  too  intimately  con- 
nected with  that  head  to  require  the  detul  of 
explanation.  It  was  the  great  acquisition  of 
lands,  by  the  extinction  of  Indian  titles;  the 
f^r  and  flill  price,  now  for  the  first  time  al- 
lowed for  them,  and  that  by  an  administration 
depicted  as  the  destrtiying  angel  of  the  red  race ; 


[Sauam. 

the  ccmseqnent  increase  of  sunr^tns  and  land 
offices,  and  the  additional  expenses  resnlting 
from  sll  these  wise  and  patriotic  operations. 
They,  too,  belong  to  President  Jackson's  adnun- 
istration ;  and  Mr.  B.  clamed  the  honor  of  them 
for  him,  instead  of  confoonding  the  increased 
eiqtenditnre  resulting  feom  them,  and  the  in- 
creased number  of  persons  employed  to  execute 
them,  in  the  indiscriminate  mass  of  extravagan- 
ces denounced. 

Another  sul^ect  he  would  mention,  the  great 
increase  of  the  tariff  in  1824  and  1838,  on  the 
eve  oi  presidential  elections,  and  the  c<nni^cated 
natore  of  their  provinons  to  prermt  erasiras, 
detect  smuggUng,  0ve  the  foil  bwefit  ot  thcdr 
enaotments  to  the  manufacturers,  and  to  carry 
out  the  protective  principle  in  the  living  bodies 
of  revenue  officers  to  defend  as  well  as  in  tiia 
ramparts  of  parchments,  intrenohbig  it  to  the 
teeth,  which  Oongress  was  piling  up  around  it. 
Here  was  a  f^eat  sooroe  of  additional  expense : 
additional  officers  and  agents  employe^  uid 
additional  patronage  conferred ;  and  which  now 
has  brought  the  collection  of  the  custom-house 
revenue  to  the  inordinate  expense  of  nine  per 
oentnm.  Bat  who  did  all  tiiisf  Kot  the  ad- 
ministration; and  therrifbre  the  remedy  does 
not  lie  in  tiie  change  of  the  admlidafaation ;  bnt 
Congress— CongresB  did  it:  and  thraeAn^  &e 
evil  lies  in  the  conduct  <^  the  immediate  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  and  the  remedy  lies  in 
the  hands  of  the  people  themselves. 

Mr.  B.  repeated,  he  c(mcurred  with  the  general 
purport  and  tiie  general  object  of  the  repcnl,  in 
the  great  and  striking  augmentation  which  it 
presented,  of  money  expended,  and  men  em- 
ployed or  fed  by  the  federal  Government ;  and 
the  neoesrity  of  great  and  real  retrenchment  in 
both  partioalars,  especially  as  many  of  tiie  objects 
for  which  they  were  incurred  were  temporary 
in  their  nature,  and  evanescent  in  their  exist- 
ence. Tea,  said  Mr.  B.,  the  augmentatitma 
have  been  i^t;  but  soar  as  they  are  of  ques- 
tionable {oxfpriety,  they  have  had  their  root  in 
previous  administrations,  some  of  tiiem  in  the 
administration  of  Mr.  Monroe,  when  the  author 
of  this  report  was  a  distinguished  member  of 
that  administration  j  others  of  these  question- 
able measures  had  onginate  dander  Mr.  Adams's 
administration,  or  in  Congress  itself  and  under 
the  high-pressure  speeches,  reports,  and  motions 
of  gentiemen  opposed  to  the  admmistration  of 
President  Jackson.  Try  them,  said  Mr.  B.,  ex- 
amine them  in  detail,  and  yon  will  find  the 
great  expenditnrea  for  oljeots  of  questionable 
propriety  orif^nated  with  others,  while  those  of 
real  expediency,  of  beneficial  omect,  and  dear 
oautitutional  propriety,  owed  their  origin  to 
the  administration  of  President  Jackson ;  and, 
what  should  never  be  forgotten,  it  was  tho 
exercise  of  the  veto  power  by  President  Jackson 
which  checked  these  extravagimt  expen^tnres 
of  questionable  objects,  for  which  he  recdved 
unmeasured  denunciation  I  And  let  the  people 
now  nmrk  iti  This  same  President  is  now 
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blamed  Jost  as  nmoh  for  not  stopping,  as  he  was 
blamed  for  stopping  those  wild  expenditures. 

Bnt,  Hr.  B.  sud,  while  agredng  to  much  that 
was  in  the  report,  and  agreeing  that  there  was 
not  only  room  bat  neoessity  for  retrenchment,  It 
would  be  nnjost  to  the  pei^le,  who  have  no 
means  of  detecting  the  deloslve  and  fallaoioos 
statements  which  go  forth  with  the  high  sanc- 
tion of  the  Senate's  (mprobati<m,  to  let  tlus 
report  go  forth  among  them,  to  startle,  alarm, 
disquiet  and  amaze  them  with  the  idea  that  the 
expenses  of  the  Chnreniment  had  donbled  in  idne 
years,  fhnn  18SS  to  1688.  Nerer  was  a  wildw 
proposition  presented  to  the  inteDigenoe  of  a 
rational  people ;  not  that  the  qnaottty  of  money 
pidd  ont  in  the  last  of  those  two  years,  and  that 
exclosiTe  of  the  pnblio  debt  in  both  mstimoes, 
was  not  in  reality  double  that  of  the  former, 
bnt  the  fallacy  and  delasion  lay  in  this :  that 
those  great  additional  payments  were  not  for 
the  expenses  of  the  Oovermnent,  not  for  ordi- 
nary, osoal,  onrrent,  and  progresalve  ezpendi- 
toree,  bnt  for  onosoal,  extraordinary,  iodiridoal, 
isolated,  and  anomalooa  objeots,  oocorrin^  onoe, 
and  bat  onoe,  finished  forever  when  paid  ihm 
time ;  mxa»  of  them  Impoariblei  and  others  im- 
probable to  ooooT  agun ;  and  therefore  not  fit 
to  be  held  among  the  enrrent  expwsea  and 
prwres^ve  extraToganoe  of  the  GvTemment. 

'ine  report,  said  Mr.  B.,  assomes  the  years 
1836  and  1838  for  the  comparison  and  contrast 
which  it  exhibits ;  the  expenditure  of  the  former 
being  $11,600,000,  that  of  the  latter  $22,760,- 
000,  and  lK>th  excloure  of  payments  on  occoont 
of  the  pablio  debt ;  aod  this,  as  the  report  affinus, 
"  doring  a  period  of  profoond  peace,  when  no 
ev^nt  had  oooorred  calcolated  to  warrant  any 
onosoal  expenditure."  How,  said  Hr.  B.,  let 
OS  see  what  extraordinary  expenditure  fell  opon 
that  year  1888.  First,  Uuffe  was  the  Black  Hawk 
war,  on  the  vppae  Ula^ssippi,  which,  though 
the  noting  was  done  in  16^  yet  thepayments 
fell  chiefly  opon  the  msoing  year.  Under  this 
head  alone  there  were  payments  in  that  year  to 
near  $900,000,  namely ;  to  the  militia  and  toI- 
ooteers  of  Illinois,  $442,000 ;  for  their  subsiBt- 
enoe,  $1862000 ;  for  the  oonreniion  of  rangers 
into  a  regiment  of  dragoons,  $274,000.  ^en 
there  was  paidfor  duties  refunded  on  merchan- 
dise to  importing  merchants,  the  som  of  $701,- 
780;  then  there  was  pud  to  clumants  under 
the  convention  with  Denmark,  the  som  of 
$668,000 ;  and  this  was  money  not  expended, 
nor  even  paid,  in  the  sense  of  p^ment,  bat 
merely  ddivered  to  Hieae  daimants,  the  Gov- 
ernment having  reoelved  it  firom  Dramark,  for 
their  nae,  some  years  ago,  and  now  delivered  it 
to  thoee  to  whom  a  commission  had  awarded  it 
Then  there  were  extraordinary  Indian  treaties 
that  year  for  the  pnrohase  of  land,  for  whidii 
$786,000  were  paid ;  and  ronoval  of  Indians, 
and  flobsisting  them  after  they  got  to  their  new 
homes,  the  sum  of  $868,000.  But  the  greatest 
extraordinary  payment  of  the  whole  year  was 
that  of  revolotiiHiary  pensions,  onder  the  Caital 
aot  of  1882.  That  act  originated  in  Oon^ega, 


and  carried  back  its  loose  and  wild  provirioui 
to  take  effect  from  the  4th  of  Haroh,  1881. 
This  threw  the  accomolated  paymeota  under 
that  most  nnfortunate  act,  upon  the  year  18SS ; 
for  all  the  reminder  of  the  year  1833,  in  which 
the  act  was  passed,  was  taken  up  in  establishing 
the  daims  of  persons  to  the  benefit  of  the  act. 
Thus  the  payments  of  1832  were  but  $866,666, 
while,  in  1888,  they  were  ten  tames  tiiat  som, 
amoontang,  in  &ot,  to  $8,607,484.  Putting 
these  extraordinary  payments  together,  said  Mr. 
-B.,  and  Ton  have  a  aom  of  about  $7,000,000  at 
<moe  to  be  deducted  from  I3ie  grand  aggregate 
of  $23,760,000,  and  he  had  no  doobt  bnt  that  a 
research  into  the  whole  list  of  extraordinariea 
for  the  same  year  would  produce  $1,000,000 
more.  Be  that  as  it  oaay,  here  is  a  sum  of  $7,- 
000,000,  not  belon^ng  to  the  current  and  pro- 
gressire  expenses  of  the  Government,  carried 
forward  to  the  gross  amount  of  soch  expendi- 
tore,  and  made  the  means  of  exhibiting  a  dupli- 
cation of  the  expenses  of  the  Govemment  in  the 
short  space  of  eight  years.  Here  is  the  fallaoy, 
here  the  delusion ;  and  hence  the  ii^ostice  of 
boHingopon  this  dupUcation  a  cry  of  such  enor- 
moos  extravagance  as  to  justify  revolution,  if 
we  oannot  get  refinmatiott.  Finr  reflwmauon 
there  ia  room ;  fbr  revolot^  there  is  no  pre- 
text: and  the  reformation  of  the  ballot-hox,  Mr. 
B.  confidently  hoped,  would  answer  the  exi- 
gency, and  bring  down  the  expenses  of  the 
Government,  properly  so  called— the  expenses 
necessarily  incurred  in  working  the  machinery 
of  the  Govemment— to  a  snm  much  below  what 
it  would  be,  even  after  deductiog  the  seven  or 
eight  millions  of  extraordinaries  from  the  gross 
e;q>enditure  of  twenty-two  millions  and  three- 
quarters  in  1888.  To  confirm  his  view,  and  to 
show  that  those  sevenoreightmillitms  of  extra- 
ordinaries  oD^t  not  to  be  added  to  the  onfir 
nary  expenditorea  the  Govemmenk  moeh  Icaa 
to  be  char^  to  its  extravagance,  and  indicating 
a  progressive  expenditore  which  ooght  to  nmse 
and  alarm  the  coontry,  Vr.  B.  would  advert  to 
the  amoont  of  the  expenditures  for  the  whole 
eight  years  comprehended  in  the  report,  premis- 
ing that  payments  on  acconnt  of  the  poblic  debt 
are  in  aU  cases  ezdnded.  The  succesrive  an- 
nual expenditures  then  stand  thus : 


For  1825, 
1826, 
1827, 
1828, 
1S29, 
1680, 
18S1, 


1S88, 


$11,490,469 
18,062,916 
18,653,096 
18,296,041 
12,669,490 
13,229,668 
18,864,067 
16,616,888 
82,718,768 


From  this  view,  Ifr.  B.  sfdd,  the  increase  itf 
expenditure  would  appear  not  quite  so  frightM 
as  this  report  woold  represent.  For  the  first 
year  of  the  term  the  increase  was  about  a  n^ 
lion  and  a  half ;  for  the  next  five  years  there 
was  no  increase  of  any  moment,  and  twice  there 
was  a  diminution.  The  years  1889  and  1888 
had  nn  op  to  huge  aaKmnti^  and  that  by  lha 
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means  which  he  had  ehown;  so  that  if  the 
author  of  the  report  bad  taken  for  the  bans  of 
his  OMuparison  the  seven  years  of  regular  ez- 
penditore,  he  would  have  foond  an  Increase  of 
about  two  millions  only,  instead  of  a  dnplioadon 
of  eleven  millions ;  a  result  which,  while  it 
wonld  have  presented  something  for  reforma- 
tion, would  have  presented  nothing  for  revoln- 
laon,  or  even  for  torning  out  the  party  in  power, 
ud  patting  in  th^  opponents,  who  are  the 
real  anthon  of  every  thing  which  lequirea  re- 
form. 

Having  shown  (be  faHaoy  <tf  the  report  in  its 
exhibit  of  the  extravagance  of  the  Oovemment ; 
having  shown  its  enormous  error  in  stating  that 
^Ib  great  increase  had  taken  plaoe  durmg  a 
period  of  profound  peace,  when  in  &ct  there 
was  an  Indian  war  in  the  Upper  IGsdsedppi ; 
and  when  not  an  event  ooourred  to  warrant  un- 
usual expenditnre,  when  in  fact  $7,000,000  of 
tiie  expenditures  were  for  objects,  not  only  un- 
usual, out  never  existing  bd:ore  or  since ;  Mr. 
B.  would  say  a  word,  and  but  a  word,  upon  its 
correlative  part,  the  increase  persons  paid 
1^  the  Government  or  ftd  by  its  bounty.  In 
182S,  the  whole  nomber  was  65,m ;  in  1888, 
107,078.  This  (said  Mr.  BO  is  ahnost  double; 
bat  bow£ditham>eaf  Why,  from  oanrfaig 
the  pensioners  up  rrom  aboat  17,000  to  about 
40,0001  adding  multitudes  for  internal  im- 
provement and  custom-houses,  in  consequence 
of  the  two  tariff^  of  18M  and  1828;  requiring 
many  perstms  to  snperintend  the  removal  of 
Indians;  many  to  snrvey  and  sell  the  newly- 
acquired  lands :  and  a  whole  reg^ent  of  dra- 

rns  for  the  defence  of  the  Western  frontier, 
these  items,  and  others,  the  source  of  the 
increased  numbws  will  be  found :  some  few  <tf 
them,  necessary  and  indispoisable.  aa  that  of 
the  dragoons ;  stnne  neoessary  and  telDporBly, 
as  those  for  removal  of  Indians  and  internal 
improvement;  some  lawfiil,  tlioi^  the  expedi- 
ency of  the  law  questimable,  as  those  for  carry- 
ing into  effect  uie  complex  provisions  of  the 
new  tariff  laws ;  some  amazing,  and  almost  in- 
credible, as  the  increase  of  pennonen,  the  bare 
statement  of  whose  numbers  announces  a  fraud 
of  stupendous  magnitude,  and  implies  a  demoral- 
ization of  public  morals  of  frightfid  enormi^. 

The  dismisdons  from  office  next  engaged  Jku'. 
B.'s  attention.  The  affected  moderataon  of 
language  under  which  this  topic  was  brought 
forwara  in  the  rmort,  and  the  violence  with 
wUbh  it  ooncladed,  were  particularly  pointed 
oaL  Bemarks  of  a  parfy  diaraotw  were  dia- 
ohumed,  and  the  disclaimer  was  instantly  fol- 
lowed by  a  series  of  the  most  violent  and  offen- 
sive remarks  of  a  party  character.  The  pres- 
ent administration  was  charged  with  having 
reduced  to  a  system  the  practice  of  removing 
from  office  for  opinion's  sake.  The  assertion, 
though  veiled,  and  slightly  made  to  wear  the 
form  of  hypothesia,  was  nevertheless  dear  and 
explicit  in  the  report,  that  the  honest  and  capa- 
ble were  dismused  to  make  room  for  the  rase 
and  ccorapt;  that  (HBBoes  ware  Hw  9<dls  of  Tie- 


tory,  the  rewards  of  partisan  service,  and  the 
means  <^  snbstitating  man-worship  for  patriot* 
ism,  enoourf^png  vice  and  disoonra^ng  virtue, 
preparing  for  the  sabverdon  of  lib^ty  and  the 
establishment  of  despotism,  and  converting  the 
entire  body  of  office-holders  into  corrupt  and 
supple  instruments  of  power.  Such,  said  he, 
was  the  language  of  a  report  which  set  out 
with  a  formal  oisol^er  of  party  spirit  and 
partiBan  remarks,  b  defending  the  adminlstrar 
titm  frnn  snob  flasrant  charges,  lEr.  B.  would 
first  discriminate  oetween  terms  which  had 
been  modi  oonfoonded  and  abused,  and  titen 
show  that  the  removals  made  by  Preudeat 
Jackson,  like  those  made  by  Freddent  Jefl^son, 
were  the  le^tdmate  results  of  the  previous  sys- 
tem of  &pp<nntmentB,  and  were  necessary  not 
only  to  uie  safety  and  snooess  of  a  democratic 
administration,  but  due,  as  an  act  of  justice,  to 
tbe  great  democratio  party  of  the  Union, 
Terms,  he  sud,  were  c<mfounded.  When  a 
man  had  been  five,  ten,  twenty,  forty  years  in 
office,  and  failed  to  be  reappointed  at  the  end 
of  his  second,  third,  fonrUi,  or  fifth  term  of  four 
years,  it  was  called  a  dianussion,  and  the  cir  <tf 
perseontionwiBBetnp.  This,  Mr.  B.  said,  migbt 
be  correct  i^iraseology  with  those  who  titonght 
offices  ongfat  to  be  for  life,  and  eventoally  hered* 
itary,  but  it  was  a  phraseology  repudiated  in 
the  democratio  school,  where  the  doctrine  of 
right  to  office  was  repudiated,  and  the  right 
of  rotation  was  inculcated.  With  respect  to 
the  fact  of  dismisdons,  they  resulted  in  general 
from  mpointments.  The  ^er  Hr.  Adams  ap- 
pointea  none  bat  federalists ;  and  Hr.  Jefferson 
had  to  turn  a  portion  of  them  out,  in  order  to 
get  in  a  portion  of  the  republicans ;  and  Ur. 
Jeffbnon  had  told  him  (Mr.  B.)  that  he  had 
never  carried  dianges  Ux  enough ;  that  he  had 
not  dcme  Justice  to  nis  own  par^.  SoofFred- 
dent  Jadoon ;  the  younger  Mr.  Adams  followed 
the  plan  of  his  father,  and  President  Jaokscoi 
had  to  follow  the  course  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  "iix* 
B.  said  that  Ms  recommendation  for  any  office 
in  his  own  State  was  worth  nothing  daring  the 
whole  administration  of  Mr.  Adams,  and  the 
latter  part  of  the  administration  of  Mr.  Monroe, 
and  the  State  to  this  day  contaioed  some  per- 
sons  in  office,  his  decided  opponents,  who  wa« 
appointed  under  the  two  former  administrar 
tions.  Doubtless,  said  he,  President  Jackson 
bad  made  some  unfortunate  appointments ;  he 
himsfdf  had  made  some  unfortunate  recom- 
mendations, though  he  had  made  but  fow ;  bat 
it  was  inoontestably  tme  that  many  of  those 
who  had  been  ^smissed,  or  not  reapnointed, 
were  themselves  proscribers  of  those  wno  were 
in  tbeir  power,  usmissing  not  only  clerks  and 
under  officers  for  political  opinions,  but  me- 
chanics, workmen,  and  laborers.  Yes,  the  day- 
laborer,  when  he  wonld  not  prostitute  his  vote 
to  the  national  republicans  and  tiie  bank,  haa 
been  dismissed  from  his  labor. 

Mr.  B.  next  came  to  the  propositi<m  in  the 
r^rt  to  amm^the  constitntion  for  ei^t  years, 
to  enable  Ckmgress  to  make  distribution  among 
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the  States,  Territories,  and  District  of  Oolom- 
bia,  of  the  aonoal  siurploB  of  pnblio  money. 
The  snrpltu  is  careftiUy  calculated  at  $9,000,000 
per  annom  for  eight  years;  and  the  role  of 
distribation  assumed  goes  to  divide  that  sum 
into  as  many  shares  as  there  are  Senators  and 
Sepresentativos  in  Ocmgreas;  each  State  to 
take  shares  according  to  her  rqtreBentation ; 
Thioh  the  report  shoirs  irtnild  give  for  each 
ahare  preelaeff  $80,406,  and  then  leaves  it  to 
the  State  itaali^  by  a  little  oipfaering,  in  mnlti- 
^png  the  albresud  sum  of  $80,406  by  the 
whole  nmnber  of  Senators  and  Bepresentatives 
which  u  m^y  have  in  Gongreaa,  to  oaloolate 
file  annual  amonnt  of  the  sUp«kd  it  would 
receive.  This  process  the  report  extends 
through  a  period  of  et^t  years;  so  that  the 
whole  sum  to  he  divided  to  the  States,  Terri- 
tories, and  District  of  Oolumhio,  will  amount  to 
seventy-two  millions  of  dollars. 

Of  all  the  proposifaons  which  he  ever  witness- 
ed, brought  forward  to  astonish  the  senses,  to 
ooofound  recolleotion,  and  to  make  him  doubt 
tiu  reality  s  past  or  a  present  soene^  thb 
pn^oaition,  said  Jlr.  eoupsea  and  distaQoes 
the  whotel  Wbatl  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States — ^not  only  the  same  Senate,  but  the  same 
members,  sittiog  in  the  same  oh^rs,  looking  in 
each  others'  fiaces,  remembering  what  each  had 
Bud  only  a  few  short  months  ago— ^ow  to  be 
called  upon  to  make  an  alteration  in  the  Oonsti- 
tution  of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of 
di  riding  seventy-two  miUions  of  surplus  money 
in  tiie  treasury ;  when  that  same  treasury  was 
proclaimed,  a£Brmed,  vaticinated,  and  proved, 
upon  calculations,  for  the  whole  period  of  the 
l^t  seSflioD,  to  be  sinking  into  bankmptcy  I  that 
it  would  be  destitute  <rf  revenue  by  mo  end  of 
the  year,  and  oould  never  be  replenlihad  until 
the  d^KMtts  were  reetwed  I  tSie  bank  reduT' 
tered  I  and  the  usurper  and  despot  driven  £rom 
the  high  place  which  he  dishonored  and  abused  t 
This  was  the  cry  then ;  the  cry  which  resound-  [ 
ed  through  tins  chamber  for  six  long  months, 
and  was  wafted  upon  every  breeze  to  every 
quarter  of  the  Bepublio,  to  alarm,  agitate,  dis- 

aniet,  and  enrage  the  people.  The  author  of 
lis  report,  and  the  whole  party  with  which  he 
marched  under  the  orifiamfM  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  filled  the  Union  with  this  ory 
of  a  baoln-upt  treasury,  and  predicted  the  cer- 
tua  and  speedy  downfall  of  the  admhdsteation, 
fpom  the  want  of  money  to  carry  on  the  opera- 
tions iif  the  Qovemment 

(ICr.  Oaibouk  here  rose  and  wished  to  know 
of  Hr.  BonoN  whether  he  meant  to  indode 
him  in  the  number  of  those  who  bad  predicted 
s  deficiency  in  the  revenue.] 

Hr.  B.  said  he  would  answer  the  gentieman 
by  idling  him  an  anecdote.  It  was  the  story 
of  a  dmmraer  taken  prisoner  in  the  Low  Ooun- 
tries  by  die  videttes  of  Marshal  Saxe,  under 
ciroumtfances  which  deprived  him  of  the  pro- 
tection of  the  laws  of  war.  About  to  be  shot, 
the  poor  drummer  plead  in  hi^defience  that  he 
was  »  aonre«iibat»nt ;  Iw  did  not  fight  and  kill 


people  ;  he  did  nothing,  he  said,  but  beat  his 
drum  in  the  rear  of  the  line.  But  he  was  an- 
swered, so  much  the  worse ;  that  he  made  other 
people  fight,  and  kill  one  another,  by  driving 
them  on  with  that  drum  of  his  in  the  rear  iw 
the  line ;  and  so  he  should  suffer  for  it.  Mr. 
B.  hapoi  that  the  story  would  be  understood, 
^nd  tbat  it  woidd  be  received  by  the  gentlonaa 
as  an  answer  to  lus  question ;  aa  nether  In  law, 
politiofl,  nor  war,  was  there  any  difitemoe  be- 
tween what «  man  did  by  himself,  and  did  by 
another.  Be  that  aa  it  may,  said  Ifr.  B^  the 
strangeneas  of  t^e  scene  in  which  we  are  now 
engaged  remains  the  same.  Last  year  it  was  a 
bankrupt  treasury,  and  a  beggared  Qovent> 
ment ;  now  it  is  a  treasury  gorged  to  bursting 
with  surplus  millioDs,  and  a  Government  tram- 
pling down  liberty,  contamhiatiiig  morals,  briV 
iDg  and  wielding  vast  masses  of  people,  from 
the  unemployable  fbnds  of  countiess  treasures. 
Such  are  the  soenes  which  the  two  sessions 
presait ;  and  it  is  in  vain  to  deny  it,  for  the 
£Mal  speeohw  of  that  &tal  aessitai  have  gone 
forth  to  all  the  borders  of  die  BmnUio.  Thej 
were  printed  here  by  the  myriad,  franked  hr 
members  by  the  ton  weight  frei^ted  to  uL 
pwts  by  a  decried  and  overwhelmedFost  Office^ 
and  pidd  for  I  pud  for  I  by  whom  ?  Thanka 
for  one  thing,  at  least  I  The  report  of  the  fi- 
nance Committee  on  the  bank  (Mr.  Ttlsb's  re- 
port) effected  the  exhumation  of  one  mass — one 
mass  of  hidden  and  buried  pntiidity ;  it  was 
the  printing  account  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  for  that  ses^n  of  Ck>ngress,  whi(^  will 
long  live  in  the  history  of  our  country  under 
the  odious  appellation  of  the  panic  sesnoD.  That 
printing  account  has  been  dug  up ;  is  the  black 
vranit  ot  the  bank  I  and  he  Imew  the  medione 
which  oonld  bring  for^  anoh  vtMidtB  from  the 
fool  stomach  of  the  old  red  harlot.  It  was  die 
medioine  of  a  oommittee  of  invest^ation,  oon- 
stitnted  upon  parliamentary  principles ;  a  com- 
mittee oompoeed,  in  its  m^ority,  ot  those  who 
charged  misconduct,  and  evinced  a  dispo»tion 
to  probe  every  charge  to  the  bottom ;  such  a 
committee  as  the  Senate  had  appointed,  at  die 
same  8e8si<m,  not  for  the  bank,  out  for  the  Feat 
Office. 

Yes,  exclaimed  Mr.  B.,  not  only  the  treasury 
was  to  be  bankrupt,  but  the  currency  was  to  be 
mined.  There  was  to  be  no  money.  The  trash 
in  the  treasury,  what  littie  there  waa,  was  to  be 
noddnff  but  depredated  paper,  the  vile  isBoai 
of  insuvent  pet  banks.  Silver,  and  United 
States  bank  iKtte^  and  even  good  bills  of  ex- 
change, were  all  to  go  ofi^  aU  to  take  leave,  and 
make  their  mournful  exit  together ;  and  gold  1 
that  was  a  trick  unwordiy  of  countonanoe ;  a 
^ull  to  bamboozle  the  umple,  and  to  insult  the 
mtelUgoit,  until  the  fall  elections  were  over. 
Ruin,  ruin,  ruin  to  the  currency,  was  the  luga- 
briouB  ciy  of  the  day,  and  the  sorrow^  burden 
of  the  speech  for  six  long  months.  Now,  on 
the  contrary,  it  seems  to  "be  admitted  that  there 
is  to  be  rnxms^t  good  monej,  in  the  teeaa- 
uty,  such  as  the  fioroest  haters    the  p^  banka 
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wonld  wUh  to  hare;  md  that  not  aUttle^  ranoe 
wermbj-two  milliona  f>f  snrploMfl  are  propoeed 
to  be  drawn  from  tbat  same  empty  treaanry  ia 
tbe  brief  spsoe  of  eight  years.  Not  a  word 
about  mined  ourrency  now.  Not  a  word  abont 
the  cnrrenoy  itaelt  Tbe  very  vord  seems  to 
be  dropped  from  the  vooaboluy  of  gentiemen. 
AU  lipe  closed  t^ht,  all  tongnee  hnahed  still,  all 
allnsions  aToided,  to  that  once  dear  phrase. 
Tbe  silver  cnrren^  doubled  in  a  year ;  foor 
millioQs  of  gold  otnns  in  half  a  year ;  exohanges 
redooed  to  the  lowest  and  most  uniform  rates ; 
the  whole  ezpenaea  of  Oongress  paid  in  gold ; 
working  pet^e  reoslTiiig  pAA.  and  rilver  for 
th^  ordmary  wages.  Souk  are  the  results 
wbicb  have  eonfinutded  the  pn^hets  of  woe, 
dlenoed  tike  XaagoM  of  UnneDtation,  expelled 
the  word  onrrMoy  from  oar  debates,  and 
brought  tiie  people  to  question,  if  it  oannot 
bring  tiiemselTOS  to  donbt,  the  ftitare  in&lli- 
bility  of  those  nndannted  alarmists  who  still  go 
forward  with  new  and  eonfident  predictions, 
notwithstanding  they  have  bem  so  reoentiy  and 
50  conrolcnooaly  deceived  in  tibtirTatMnations 
<rf  a  mined  eorrency,  a  bankn^  treaniy,  and 
a  beggared  QoTermnent 

Bnt  here  we  are,  said  Vx.  B.,  aotualty  en- 
gaged in  a  serionspropositiw  to  alter  the  Onuli- 
tntum  of  the  Unued  States  for  the  period  of 
ti^t  years.  In  order  to  get  rid  of  surplus  re- 
venue ;  and  a  most  dazzling,  seductive,  and 
fascinating  scheme  is  presented;  no  less  than 
nine  millions  a  year  for  eight  oonseontive  years. 
It  tool  like  wud-fire,  Mr.  B.  said,  and  be  had 
seen  a  member— no,  that  might  seem  too  par- 
ticnler— he  bad  seen  a  gentleman  who  looked 
npon  it  as  establishing  a  new  era  in  the  affairs 
of  om-  America,  establi^iing  a  new  test  for  the 
fcnmation  of  parties,  bringing  a  new  qaestion 
into  all  onr  eleotioos.  State  and  federal,  and 
operating  the  political  salvatum  and  elevation 
K  ^  who  mpiKnied  it,  and  the  immediate, 
otter,  and  inreMevable  piiditieai  danmatioD  of 
an  who  <q>posed  it.  Bnt  B.  dissented  from 
the  novelty  of  tiie  scheme.  It  was  an  old  ac- 
qnaintanoe  of  his,  only  new  vamped  and  new 
nimidied,  for  the  present  oocarion.  It  is  the 
same  proposition,  only  to  be  accomplished  in  a 
^fibrent  way,  wmch  was  brought  forward  some 
years  ago  by  a  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  [Mr. 
DiOKBBsON,  J  and  which'then  received  unmeasnr- 
ed  condemnation,  not  merely  for  nnconstitntion- 
ality,  but  for  all  its  effects  and  oonsequenoes ; 
the  degradation  of  mendicant  States,  receiving 
tb^  annual  allowance  from  the  bounty  of  the 
federal  Goremment ;  the  debandunent  of  the 
pnblio  morals,  when  eveir  citaxen  waa  to  Iwik. 
to  the  foderai  treasnry  fat  mcmey,  and  evei^ 
candidate  for  office  was  to  out-bid  his  competi- 
tor in  offering  it;  tbe  consolidation  of  the 
States,  thus  resulting  from  a  central  snpply  of 
revenue ;  the  folly  ot  collecting  with  one  band 
to  pay  back  with  the  other,  and  both  bands  to 
be  greased  at  the  expense  of  tbe  citizen,  who 
p»B  one  man  to  oolleot  the  money  from  him, 
and  another  to  bring  it  htgk.  to  Idm,  m^hm  the 
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interest  and  the  cost  of  a  double  operatam  in 
fetching  and  carrying:  and  the  erentnal  and 
inevitable  progress  of  the  scheme  to  tiie  plunder 
<^  the  weaker  half  of  the  Union  by  the  stronger ; 
when  the  stronger  half  would  undoubtedly 
throw  the  whole  burden  of  raising  the  money 
upon  the  weaker  half^  and  then  take  the  main 
portion  to  themselves.  Such  were  ti!ie  main 
objections  uttered  against  this  plan  seven  years 
ago,  when  a  gallant  son  of  South  Carolina 
[General  Hatnk]  stood  by  his  (Mr.  B's)  nde— 
no,  stood  bafinre  mm,  and  led  him  In  the  fight 
against  that  fttal  and  delusive  scheme,  now 
brought  forward  onder  a  more  sednotive,  dan- 
gerous, alarming^  hwxensaUe,  m^os^aide^  and 
demoralidng  form. 

Yea,  said  Mr.  B.,  it  is  not  only  the  revival  of 
tbe  same  plan  for  dividing  surplus  revenue, 
which  received  its  condemnation  on  this  floor 
seven  or  ei^t  years  ago,  but  it  is  tike  modifica- 
tion, and  that  in  a  form  infinitely  worse  fw  the 
new  States  of  the  famous  land  bill  which  now 
lies  upon  our  table.  It  takes  up  the  object 
that  biUf  and  runs  away  with  it,  giving  nine 
millions  where  that  gave  three,  and  leaves  the 
author  <^  that  bill  out  of  sight  bdiind :  and  can 
the  gentlemau  from  South  Candina  \)Sx.  Oaip 
Homr]  be  so  short-sighted  aa  not  to  see  that 
somebody  will  play  him  the  same  prank,  and 
come  forward  witL  proporiticnui  to  raise  and 
divide  twen^,  thirty,  forty  millions,  and  thoa 
outieap,  on^amp,  and  outrun  him  in  the  raoa 
of  popularity,  just  as  &r  as  he  himsdf  has  now 
on^umped,  oatieaped,  and  outrun  the  anthw 
of  the  land  distribution  bill? 

Mr.  B.  admonished  the  Senate  to  beware  of 
ridicule.  To  pass  a  solemn  vote  for  amending 
tbe  constitnticm  for  the  purpose  of  «iabUng 
Congress  to  make  distribution-  of  aniplnses  ^ 
revenue,  and  then  find  no  suri^na  to  distiibute, 
might  lessen  the  dignity  and  diminish  the  weu;ht 
of  so  grave  a  bo^.  It  might  eroose  it  to  r^- 
cule ;  and  that  waa  a  hard  thmg  for  pubUo 
bodies  and  public  men,  to  stand.  The  Senate 
had  stood  mu4^  In  its  time;  much  in  the  latter 
part  of  Mr.  Monroe's  administration,  when  tike 
Washington  Bepublican  habitoally  denounced 
it  as  a  Action,  and  dic^Iayed  many  brilliant 
essays,  written  by  no  mean  hand,  to  prove  that 
tbe  epithet  was  weU  iq>plied,  though  applied 
to  a  m^ority.  It  bad  stood  mnofa,  siso,  during 
the  four  years  of  the  second  Mr.  Adams's  ad- 
ministration ;  as  the  survivii^  pages  of  the  de- 
fonot  National  Joomal  oould  still  attest;  bnt 
ia  an  that  tame  it  stood  clear  of  ridioale ;  it 
did  nothing  upon  which  saooy  wit  coold  lay  ita 
lash.  Let  it  beware  now  I  for  the  passage  of  ^ 
1Mb  amoidment  may  opose  it  to  untried  peril ; ' 
the  peril  of  song  and  caricature.  And  woe  to 
the  Senate,  farewell  to  its  dignity,  if  it  once 
gets  into  the  windows  of  the  pi&t-ahop,  and 
becomes  the  harden  of  the  ballada  which  the 
milkmuds  aing  to  tbdr  cows. 

When  be  bad  thna  shown  that  a  dimlnn' 
titHk  <tf  revenne  oonld  be  effected,  both  <m  im- 
ports and  (A  zeftne  and  miHriaWw  lands,  Mr. 
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B.  took  np  the  third  issae  vhich  he  had  joined 
with  the  report;  namely,  the  possibility  of 
finding  an  object  of  general  utility  on  which 
the  aorpluses  oonld  be  expended.  The  report 
affirmed  there  was  no  men  object ;  he,  on  the 
contrary,  affirmed  that  there  orere  each ;  not 
one,  bat  several,  not  only  nsefiu,  bat  neoesaary; 
not  mwely  neceBBair,  bat  exi^ot ;  not  e:dgeDt 
only,  but  in  the  highest  possible  degree  indis- 
pensable and  essential.  He  alladea  to  tiie 
Thole  class  ot  measures  connected  with  the 

reral  and  permanent  defence  the  Union  I 
peace,  pnpare  for  warl  is  the  admoniticHi 
of  wisdom  in  oil  ages  and  in  all  nations ;  and 
aorely  and  grievoody  has  oar  America  hereto- 
fore paid  for  the  neglect  of  that  admonition. 
She  has  paid  for  it  in  blood,  in  money,  and  in 
shame.  Are  we  prepared  nowl  And  is  there 
any  reason  why  we  should  not  prepare  now? 
Look  at  your  maritime  coast,  from  Fossama- 
qnod^  h&r  to  Elwida  ptnnt;  yoor  golf  eoast, 
from Iloriaapointtothe  Sabine;  ^onr  lake  frui- 
tier, In  its  whole  extent.  What  is  the  plotora  f 
Almost  destitote  of  forts,  and,  it  mi^t  oe  said, 
qoite  desUtnte  of  armament.  Look  at  yoor 
armories  and  arsenals — too  few  and  too  empty; 
and  the  West  almost  destitate  1  Look  at  yoar 
uilitiaf-mtuiy  of.  them  mastering  with  com 
stalks ;  the  States  deficient  in  arms,  especially 
in  field  artillery  and  in  swords  and  pistols  for 
thdr  oaralrr  1  Look  at  yonr  navy  j  slowly  in- 
creasing under  an  annual  appropriation  c£  half  a 
million  a  year,  instead  of  a  whole  million,  at 
which  it  was  fixed  soon  after  the  late  war,  and . 
from  which  it  was  reduced  some  years  ago, 
when  money  ran  low  in  the  treasury  I  Look  at 
yoor  dock  yards  and  navy  yards;  thinly  dotted 
tlmg  the  maritime  coast,  and  hardly  seen  at  all 
on  t£e  golf  coast,  where  the  whole  Bonth,  and 
the  great  West  so  imperiously  demand  naval 
protection  I  Snch  is  the  picture;  such  the 
state  of  our  country ;  snob  ita  state  at  this  time, 
when  even  the  most  unobservant  should  see 
something  to  make  us  think  of  defence  I  Snch 
is  the  state  of  our  defences  now,  with  which, 
oh  I  strange  and  wonderful  contradiction  I  the 
administration  is  now  reproached,  reviled, 
flouted,  and  taonted,  by  those  who  go  for 
d^tribataon  and  turn  their  backs  on  defence  1 
and  who  eon^^Mn  of  the  Frerident  tat  leavin'g 
ns  in  this  ooiwilion,  when  five  years  ago,  in  the 
year  1820,  he  reoomm«ided  the  annnal  sum  of 
$250,000  for  arming  the  fortifications,  (which 
Congress  refosed  to  give,)  and  who  now  are  for 
taking  the  nM»iey  out  of  the  treasary,  to  be 
divided  among  the  people,  instead  of  turning 
it  all  to  the  great  ol^ect  of  the  general  and 
permanent  defence  of  the  Union,  for  which 
they  were  so  si^icitons,  co  olamorous,  so  feel- 
ingly alive,  and  patriotioaUy  eendtiTe^  even  one 
short  month  ago. 

Does  not  the  jH-esent  state  of  the  country  (said 
lir.  B.)  call  for  defence  t  and  is  not  this  the 
propiUoua  time  for  putting  it  in  defence!  and 
wni  not  tiut  olfjeot  absorb  ereiT  didlar  of  real 
surplus  that  can  be  found  in  toe  teeasury  for 
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tliese  eight  years  of  plenty,  daring  which  we  are 
to  be  afflicted  with  seventy-two  mtUiona  of  sur- 
plus? Let  OS  see.  Let  as  take  one  ungle 
branch  of  the  general  system  of  defence,  and 
see  how  it  standjB,  and  what  it  wonld  cost  to  put 
it  in  the  condition  which  the  safety  uid  the 
honor  of  tJie  ooantry  demanded.  He  ^»oke  oi 
the  ftnrtifioationfl,  and  selected  that  brancdi,  be- 
oanse  he  had  data  to  go  upon ;  data  to  wmoh 
the  Senator  from  South  Canuina,  tiia  anthor 
of  this  report,  oonld  not  ol^eet 

But  the  amendment  is  to  be  temporary :  it 
is  only  to  last  until  1848.  What  an  ideal— a 
temporary  alteration  la  a  constitution  made 
for  endless  ages  I  But  let  no  one  think  it  will 
be  temporary,  if  once  adopted.  Kol  if  the 
people  once  come  to  taste  that  blood ;  if  they 
once  bring  themselves  to  4^e  acceptance  of 
money  from  the  treasury,  th^  are  gone  for- 
ever. They  will  take  that  money  in  all  time 
to  ocnne ;  mA  he  that  promisee  raostf  reotivea 
most  votes.  The  corruption  of  th«  Bmnona 
the  debanohmeat  of  the  voters,  the  Tenality  of 
electd(Hi8,-oommaioed  with  the  Tribnnitaal  dis- 
tributions of  com  out  of  the  public  granaries ; 
it  advanced  to  the  distribution  <^  the  spoils  of 
foreign  nations,  brought  home  to  Rome  by 
victorious  generals  and  divided  out  among  the 
people;  it  ended  in  brintdng  the  spoils  of  the 
country  into  the  canvas  for  the  oonsulship,  and 
in  patting  up  the  diadem  of  empire  itself  to  be 
knocked  down  to  the  hammer  of  the  auctioneer. 
In  our  America  there  can  be  no  ^ils  of  con- 
quered nations  to  distribute.  Her  own  treas- 
ury— her  own  lands — can  alone  furnish  the  fund. 
B^gin  it  once,  no  matter  how,  or  upon  what — 
surplus  revenue,  the  prooeeds  of  the  landa^  w 
the  lands  thanaeIve>~no  matter ;  the  progress 
and  the  issue  of  the  whole  game  ia  as  inevitable 
as  it  Is  obvious.  Oandidates  bid,  the  voters 
listen ;  and  a  plundered  and  pillaged  country — 
the  empty  dan  of  an  immolated  victim — ^is  the 

Erize  and  the  ncnlof  tibelastandthe  hi^iest 
idder. 

Kr.  OjXHotnr  s^d  that  he  rose  to  make  a  very 
few  remarks  in  reply  to  the  member  from  Mis- 
souri ;  and  he  must  say  that,  in  the  long  speeoh 
with  which  he  had  entertuned  the  Senate, 
there  was  very  little  tiiat  was  relennt  or 
deserving  of  notice. 

He  oommenoed,  said  Ifr.  0.,  with  blaming  me 
for  not  going  into  the  oanse  e£  the  late  enor- 
mous increase  of  patnmage,  which  he  admits 
to  be  as  great  as  is  stated  in  the  report:  X 
answer  him  that  the  reason  why  he  has  gone 
into  the  cause  of  the  increase  is  the  reverse  of 
that  which  has  governed  me  in  abstoiniag.  Hib 
object  is  to  defeat — ^mine  to  carry  tiie  measure. 
He  well  knew  that  an  inquiry  of  the  kind  most 
necessarily  lead  to  crimination  and  recrimina- 
tion, and  ultimately  to  the  excitement  of  those 
party  feelings  which  must  defeat  the  ai>pUca- 
tion  of  uiy  remedy  to  the  disease  which  la 
acknowledged  on  lul  mdes  to  afflict  the  body 
politie.  I  mnat^  sidd  ICr.  O,  be  pemdtted  to 
ezprw  niy  sarptiae  at  the  seat  whicb  the 
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Senator  haa  displayed  to  defeat  the  report  of 
the  committee.  Thia  is  not  ibo  first  time  that 
ha  haa  been  ohoi^ed  with  an  inqniry  into  Ezeo- 
ntire  patronage.  He  was  chairman  of  the 
oommittee  in  1626  which  had  thia  salfjeot 
under  Inveatigation.  He  even  at  that  earlj 
period  took  the  atrcmgest  groond  againat  Ezeo- 
ntive  patronage,  and  portnjed,  bi  tiw  moat 
Tivid  colon,  the  dansera  which  theathreateoed 
onr  in^tationa  and  ubertj.  And  now,  when  it 
haa  been  demonatrated  tliat  patronage  haa  more 
than  donbled,  and  when  itliasbeen  shown  that 
the  danger  to  which  we  were  expoaed  from  this 
enormous  increase  is  of  the  most  alarming  char- 
acter, he  riaea  in  his  place,  and,  instead  of  uding 
the  application  of  some  efficient  remedy,  he  makes 
the  most  strennons  efforts  to  distract  and  divert 
the  public  attention,  by  entering  into  an  un- 
timely party  inquiry  into  the  cause  of  this  ia- 
erease  of  patronage.  My  anrpriae  doea  not  atop 
here.  IIm  nature  of  the  remedy  whidi  he  {oo- 
posea  against  this  alarming  growth  of  Ezecutire 
pateonage,  which  he  dare  not  deny,  ia  no  leaa 
eztraormnary  than  the  contrast  between  his 
course  in  1826  and  now.  He  gravely  proposes, 
as  a  remedy  for  fhe  disease,  that  tiie  sun)luB 
revenue  shaU  be  expended  on  fortifications  along 
the  coasts  I  Where  haa  the  Senator  been  for 
the  last  two  or  three  years!  Has  he  not  been 
in  his  seat  t  Has  he  not  been  chairman  of  the 
Oommifctee  on  Hilitary  Affairs,  and  has  he  not 
been  silent  on  the  subject  of  fortification  all  this 
time,  although  he  baa  yearly  witaieased  millions 
of  money  wasted  on  useless  and  unnecessary 
olfJectB  «  expen&tnrel  la  fa«  anoere  !  How, 
then,  can  he  Juatiiy  bis  kog  riknoe  upon  the 
subject  which  be  now  bdda  oat  to  be  sooh 
immense  imtxnrtanofff  lahenotrfnoeret  How 
can  he  jnsti^  his  acting  snc^  a  part  in  tlie  fine 
of  the  Senatel 
But  feeling  the  dilemma  in  which  be  was 

E laced  between  bis  past  and  bis  present  course, 
e  has  undertaken,  with  the  boldest  assertion, 
not  to  say  offensave,  to  deny  that  tiiere  will  be 
any  surplus  revenue— to  anticipate  "which  he 
has  pronounced  to  be  not  only  wild  and  vision- 
ary, but  a  perfect  hallucination.  After  such 
strong  aaseveraUons,  one  would  have  expected 
some  demmstrative  proof  of  gross  and  palpable 
error  in  tiie  estimate  of  the  ftitnre  inereaae 
which  the  committee  has  presented.  Haa  he 
shown  any?  Ko;  be  has  not  even  attempted 
it.  He  has  not  even  made  an  effort  to  point 
out  a  single  error,  either  in  data  or  condnnon. 
On  what,  then,  does  he  rely  to  justify  bis  bold 
and  offensive  assertion?  He  relies  upon  that 
which  is  natural  to  one  standing  on  his  party 
connection — was  about  to  use  an  expresdon 
which  would  appear  harsh,  but  I  will  refirdn. 
He  relies  upon  authority — on  the  authority  of 
the  Seoretvy  of  the  Treasury;  and  be  gravely 
tells  UB  here  in  debate^  whi^  be,  Levi  Wooa- 
bnry,  aa  he  esDa  Um,  antiioriced  bim  to  state 
for  the  information  of  the  Senate.  I  moat  be 
permitted  to  ffiq>reaa  my  aorprise,  said  0., 
that  the  Obair  ptfmitted  the  disorder  of  Som- 


mnnicating  thus  nnoffidally,  lij  a  Senatw  la 
his  {daoc^  the  (^wdiu  of  om  of  tiie  Searet»- 

ries. 

Hr.  0.  said,  I  have  not  even  taken  the  trouble 
to  ascertain  wliat  ia  the  opinion  of  Ur.  Wood- 
bury; for  I  moat  ai^  that  hia  report,  neither 
u  to  maimer  nor  matter,  seemed  to  be  eatttied 
to  any  «ztr&ordinary  reqieot.  But  wh^  am 
thia  Secretary  I  At  what  does  b«  estimate  tae 
income  of  the  year  I  Why,  nr,  he  estimates  it 
almost  at  the  precise  sum  estimated  by  the 
committee.  It  is  true,  he  does  not  aclmowl- 
edge  a  balance,  or  at  least  but  a  small  one,  at 
the  end  of  the  year;  but  why  sof  simply  I>e- 
oaose  be  has  raised  the  expenditare  to  the 
income,  as  great  aa  it  is,  and  because  he  baa 
chosen  to  charge  all  the  unapplied  approprift> 
tions  at  the  end  of  the  year,  which  usually 
amount  to  several  millions  of  doUara 

No  one  knows  better  than  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  the  fallacy  of  brinrimg  forward  these 
uni4>pUed  appropriations — that  they  mn  00 
firom  year  to  year  without  much  variation ;  sod 
be  has  ag^  and  again  demanded  the  inter- 
pretation placed  on  the  sinking  fond  act  of  1816, 
on  the  ground  tliat  these  nni^lied  ap^ffopria- 
tiona  were  taken  into  the  estimate  contra^  to 
the  intent  of  the  act,  and  which  in  its  eonse- 
quenoe  kept  a  useless  unexpended  sum  in  the 
treasury  of  five  or  nx  millions  of  dollars,  to  the 
heavy  loss  of  the  community.  He  now  chooses 
to  forget  his  denonciations,  and  avails  himself 
of  the  error  which  be  formeorly  so  severely  con- 
demned—an error  which  now  rq>reseait8  the 
trMsory  aa  almost  defidt,  when  the  Bmator 
weU  knows  that,  bad  a  distribntioa  been  ao- 
thoriaed  at  the  md  <^  the  hut  year,  tax  nullioas 
mUit  have  been  safely  distribnted. 

u  bis  eagerness  to  show  that  the  committee 
bad  overestimated  the  income,  he  had  fixed 
tmon  tiie  years  1841- 4S,  when,  according  to 
the  compromise  act,  the  heavy  reduction  in 
the  duties  are  to  take  place.  In  reply,  I  have 
but  a  ^gle  remark  to  make.  The  Senator 
ought  to  bave  known,  as  a  member  of  the 
committee,  that  those  years  were  not  taken 
into  the  estimate.  That  the  calculation  of  the 
committee  terminated  in  the  year  1841,  when 
the  bienmal  reduction  oi  one-tenth  oeased;  till 
which  year,  it  eatimated  that  tlie  average  sum 
at  tiie  diapoeition  of  the  Oovemment,  ocnnpre- 
hendlng  tne  bank  stock  and  the  present  surplus 
in  the  treaaory,  woold  be  nine  nulUtms  u<d- 
lars.  Kot  on  the  suppoution,  as  he  would  bave 
the  Senate  to  believe,  that  the  annual  expendi- 
ture would  be  nearly  twenty  millions  of  dollars, 
as  estimated  by  the  Seoretuy,  but  that  it  would 
be  reduced  to  less  than  thirteen  millions. 

The  only  question,  then,  that  remuns  is, 
whether  the  estimate  to  what  the  expenditure 
ought  to  be  reduced,  rests  on  a  substantial  basis  f 
For  thto  purpose  uie  cmnmittee  aelected  the 
expenditure  of  1828  aa  the  baria  ot  their  oalon- 
latioo — the  Senator  from  Missouri  was  then  a 
membtt  of  this  body,  and  I  ^^wal  to  him,  aaid 
Ur.  (\,  to  IV  wheuier  be  ma  not  one  of  tiK)fe 
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irho  at  tlMt  time  prcmonnoed  the  •zpeuditord 
to  bt  ntnTagut 

nCr.  BunoN  said,  yes ;  he  vu  called  a  radi- 
nfinChotda^] 

Well,  then,  aakl  Itr.  7011  cannot  otfjeet  to 
tiie  basis  on  which  I  rest  my  ealeolalifni :  to 
the  expenditare  of  that  year  the  oommittee 
added  tro  per  cent  annoallj,  on  account  of 
the  growth  of  the  oonnfry ;  a  aom  u  large  .as 
can  be  safeir  added,  as  they  have  aboniuntly 
demonstrated.  Tbejr  have  gone  ftirther ;  they 
have  added  the  fall  amonnt  of  the  penstona.  as 
estimated  bj  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  they 
find  that,  even  Dp<»i  this  liberal  basis,  the  ex- 
penditure ought  not  much  to  exceed  twelve 
millions  of  d^lars  per  annum,  allowing  for  the 
decrease  in  the  pensi(m  list,  on  aooonnt  of 
dM^ha,  to  say  nothing  of  the  very  great  redno- 
tkm  which  will  probably  be  made  on  aooonnt 
of  the  almost  innnmerable  ftaods  which  are  ao- 
knowledged  to  exist :  take  this  sam  frcan  the 
Income  as  estimated  by  the  Secretary  himself 
for  the  present  year,  and  it  will  give  the  sor- 
plna  estimated  by  the  oommittee;  and  yet 
this  plain  sobstantial  statement,  oonfirmed  by  the 
aathority  on  which  the  Senator  himself  relies, 
Is  prononnoed  by  bim  to  be  wild — visionary — 
a  haUaeinatloa ! 

Bat  the  committee  has  beui  aocosed  oi  im- 

ChiDg  the  oondoet  of  the  FreiddiniL  and  call- 
in  qoudon  Ua  motiraL  The  ena^  has 
aa  mndk  fbimdation.  aa  tiieoOker  aaaertions  of 
the  Senator.  The  ccnmdttee  has  noirhere  cast 
eensnre,  or  impnted  imi»vper  motives;  they 
have  spoken  01  facta,  and  facts  only,  as  they 
fbnnd  them,  and  traced  Uiem  to  their  nsWal  cod- 
aeqneneee,  without  regard  to  any  indiridoal  or 
any  party.  If  there  be  any  who  feel,  the  fault 
is  not  oars.  The  committee  has  not  acted  spon 
party  ground;  they  investigated  the  sabject 
referred  to  them  with  impartiality,  as  citizens 
attached  to  the  ooantry,  and  havin^j  an  interest 
In  the  ppeservation  of  its  institutions.  They 
deeply  lelt  that  the  oitets  is  of  a  most  alarming 
oharaeter— that  the  character  of  oar  Govem- 
uent  is  nndem^g  a  gnat  change,  which  in  its 
flonBeq.iienoes  uireatened  disaster  to  the  conntry, 
and  that  the  only  eflfootaal  mode  of  arresting  the 
approach  of  revolntion  is  by  the  application  of 
timely  and  peaceful  remedies,  snob  as  those 
which  they  have  proposed. 

It  seems  ttiat  the  estimates  are  not  to  receive 
credit,  because  it  had  been  last  year  antici- 
pated, in  the  argument  on  the  deporit  question, 
that  there  woaldbe  a  deficit  when  there  was  a 
BurploB.  Hr.  C.  sidd  that  he  had  asked  the 
Seiutor  whether  he  intended  the  remark  to 
be  applied  to  him,  and  he  must  say  that  he  had 
not  received  the  answer  which,  according  to  the 
naoal  oonrtesy  whkh  prevwls  in.  the  body,  he 
bad  a  right  to  expect  I  throw  back,  said  Mr. 
O.,  the  assertion  of  tiie  Senator:  I  made  no  false 
vrraction ;  I  antidpated  no  deficit  It  is  well 
known  to  those  wito  whom  I  associated,  that, 
at  the  time,  I  looked  into  the  subject,  and  then 
atated  that  the  eatimate  that  there  would  be 


a  dtfrat  was  erroneouL  and  ao  stated  A  the 
time.  I  then  estimated  the  reomts  ficn 
onstoms  at  rizteen  miUiona,  and  I  only  deiire 
that  my  estimate  as  to  the  aarplns  leveBuemv 
be  aa  oorreot  aa  my  estimate  of  the  laram 
of  last  year  then  was.  I  hsva  little  apprdieD- 
rion  as  to  the  oustcans.  If  ttiere  be  errw,  it  ib 
as  to  the  public  lands.  I  have  taken  a  sum  lea 
than  the  average  of  the  laat  fbor  yean ;  mncti 
leas  in  &ct  than  it  appears;  for  instead  of  taking 
the  income  of  188S  at  three  millions  idn«  hnn- 
dred  thousand,  I  mi^t  well  have  taken  it  st 
five  millions,  the  amount  at  which  the  land 
sold,  although  the  return  of  the  year  is  pot 
down  at  $8,000,000,  without  giving  anywbm, 
at  £ir  aa  I  can  aee,  a  aatiafactoiy  exidanatkn. 
Bot  I  am  wen  ftware  tikat  the  gr««t  Mies  of  thii 
and  the  lait  year  are  to  be  attributed  ta  the 
large  traota  <Mr  fertile  land  brought  Into  a•na^ 
ket,  and  which  mfty  poaalbliy  ham  a  grester 
effact  <Hi  the  revenne  flxun  thie  souioe  Uiib 
was  estimated  by  the  oommittee. 

ICr.  PouTDEXTMB  then  modified  his  nwtioD, 
ao  as  to  make  it  80,000. 

ICr.  EiKo,  (^Alabama,  was  willhig  to  vote  fi» 
lOjOOO  of  each  of  the  reporta. 

The  qnestion  was  taken  on  the  motion  to 
print  10,000  and  decided  aa  follows: 

TiAS.— Measn.  Benton,  Bibb,  BIsi^  Bron,  Bo- 
chuua,  Cklhonn,  Cuthbeit,  Eiring,  Gold^Kniiigh, 
Qniiidy,  Hendricks,  Kme,  King  oT AhtMtra,  I<eigl^ 
Unn,  McKean,  Hftngum,  ysndun,  Ftdndett^, 
ter,  RobUnis  BobinsoQ,  BQsbee,  Sodlh,  Soatfanl, 
Tipton,  Tondinson,  Tyler,  Wbite— S9. 

Kats.— MesRiL  Hill,  ^  of  GeoiglB,  Mori^ 
Sbqiley,  TbUmadge,  Wright— 6. 


Fudat,  FebmaiT  18. 

Colonel  John  Laurent. 

The  bill  BuppIementaiT  to  the  act  for  the 
relief  of  tiie  representatives  of  Colonel  John 
Laurens  was  omwdered  as  in  Oommittee  of  toe 
Whole. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  fir  * 
third  reading,  by  the  following  vote : 

TsAS.— Keasrs.  BeU.  Bibb,  Black,  Ckj,  E^inft 
Ftelinghuysen,  Gddaborough,  Hendricks,  Kane,  Kent, 
King  of  Alabama,  Knight,  Leigh,  Linn,  HcKeto, 
Uoore,  Naudain,  Poindeiter,  Prentiaa,  Preston,  Rob- 
bins,  Robinson,  Slsbee,  Smith,  Southanl,  8iriftT?P- 
ton,  Tomlinson,  Tyler,  W^gaman,  Webster,  Wbite 
— ^. 

Nits.— Mesaw.  Benton,  Brown,  Oalhom^  Catb- 
bert,  Grundy,  Hill,  King  of  GeonU,  Mangam,  Ka^ 
ris,  Bnotefl,  Bb^ley,  Tk&madge,  Wri^bA—U- 


On  motion  of  Ur.  OAuoms,  the  8«n^ 

proceeded  to  the  oonatderation  of  the  bul  i«- 

ported  hj  him  from  the  select  committee  oe 

Executive  patnmage,  to  repeal  the  first  ■ 

seoimd  sections  of  aa  aet  to  undt  ^  .^^^ 
service  <tf  certain  dvUofitoci^  iVproTsd  the  iHa 

of  liar,  1820. 
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Hi.  OiLHotrM  stud  iha  U  not  the  first  time 
that  the  measiire,  now  under  conuderation,  has 
been  before  the  Senate.  It  was  hitrodaced 
ei^t  years  agc^  on  the  report  of  a  seleot  oom- 
nuttee  then  r^sed  on  Execntive  patronage,  as 
one  of  tiie  measures  then  thought  neoessary  to 
oortail  what,  at  that  time,  was  thought  to  be 
the  exoesBiTe  patronage  the  Execatare.  The 
party  then  in  ojvpodtirai,  and  now  in  power, 
then  pledged  fhenuelTes  to  tite  eomnranity  that, 
■honU  tb^r  be  elevated  to  power,  tiiey  would 
adnriidster  the  Gorenmiait  an  Ihe  principles 
laid  down  in  the  reprat.  Mr.  0.  said  that  ii 
was  mow  high  time  to  inquire  how  this  solemn 
pledge,  which,  in  his  opinioD,  imposed  a  saored 
obligation,  has  been  redeemed.  Has  the  plight- 
ed futh  been  kept  which  the  committee  gave 
in  the  name  of  the  party  ?  Before  I  nodertkke 
to  answer  this  qnration,  it  may  he  proper  to 
inquire  who  oonstitated  that  oonunittee,  and 
what  the  pontion  they  occupy  9  The  chairman 
was  Hr.  Benton,  now  a  member  of  the  Seoate 
and  of  Ihe  present  conunittee.  The  name  of 
Ujuxmi,  then  a  Soiatw  firom  North  Oan^ina, 
■D  well  known  to  tiie  eoontry,  stands  aoAi 
Ur.YanBiuen,  now  Vice  Pre^dent;  Mr.Diok- 
erson,  now  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry;  Ur. 
Johnson,  now  a  member  of  the  other  House 
from  Kentncky ;  Hr.  White,  (then  as  now  of 
Tennessee,)  S^ator  from  Tennessee;  Kr. 
Holmes,  of  H^e ;  lifr.  Hayne,  of  Sonth  Car- 
olina ;  Mr.  Hi^ey,  of  Pennsylvania ;  then  dis- 
tingnished  raembtTS  of  this  body. 

8nch  was  the  committee,  which  tiien  and 
now  stands  so  high  in  the  confidence  of  the 
party  now  la  power.  Hear  what  their  report 
says  upon  this  subject  of  Kxecntive  patronage. 

Here  an  extract  from  the  report  was  read,  as 
fidlows: 

"  To  be  able  to  show  to  the  Senate  a  full  and  per-, 
feet  view  of  the  power  and  woitings  of  federal 
patronage,  the  committee  addressed  a  note,  immedi- 
atdy  amr  they  were  duuged  -with  Uiis  inqidry,  to 
eadi  of  the  Departments,  snd  to  the  Postmaster 
Qenml,  requesting  to  be  informed  of  Ihe  v^ole 
Bomber  of  pereooi  emidojed  and  the  irtiole  amoont 
of  money  p^d  out,  onder  the  direotion  of  their  re- 
spective Departments,  The  (iiswera  received  are 
bereonto  submitted,  and  made  part  of  this  report. 
With  the  Blue  Book,  they  will  discover  enoo^  to 
abaw  that  the  inedictioDS  (tf  those  who  were  not 
bUnd  to  Um  defbcta  of  the  oonstitatfani  an  ready  to 
be  leallaed;  that  the  power  and  iuflnenee  of  federal 
patronage,  contrary  to  the  argument  hi  the  *  Federal- 
ist,' is  an  overnutteh  Ibr  the  power  and  influence  of 
State  patron^ ;  that  Its  woridngs  will  contaminate 
tbe  parity  ta  all  elections,  and  enable  the  federal 
GovenuBoit,  eventoally,  to  govern  ttiroug^ut  the 
States^  as  eflbotQally  aa  If  ftey  were  so  many  prov- 
inces  of  one  vast  emrire. 

**  The  whole  of  tfaia  great  power  will  centre  in  tbe 
Preddent  The  King  of  Enriand  Is  the  ■  fountain 
.of  honor  ;*  the  Preddent  of  ttie  United  States  Is  the 
Bowoe  of  patronage;  He  presides  over  the  entire 
natem  d  ndnal  ai^intmoits,  jobs,  and  oootraots. 
He  baa  *power*  over  the  *ani^ort*  of  tiieindMd- 
jMli  who  adntfadrter  the  qstcn.  He  ankes  and  ID- 


nukes  them.  He  diooees  from  tiie  drde  of  Us 
Aiends  and  supporters,  and  may  dismiss  them,  and 
upon  all  tbe  principles  of  human  actions  will  dismiss 
them,  as  often  as  they  dis^jpirint  his  enectations. 
His  sidrit  irill  animate  thdr  actions  in  all  the  dath 
tiaoB  to  State  and  federd  offices.  Ihere  nuy  be  ex- 
ceptions ;  but  the  truth  of  a  general  nde  is  proved 
by  the  excepticm.  The  intended  check  and  ctmtrol 
«  the  Senate,  without  new  constitutiwud  or  atatu^ 
jHwisions,  will  cease  to  operate.  Patronage 
penetrate  this  body,  subdue  its  cqwcity  of  re- 
sistanoe,  chain  it  to  tbe  ear  <^  power,  and  nable  ttia 
President  to  rale  as  eadly,  and  nmdi  more  securdy, 
with  than  without  tbe  noiuBid  check  of  the  Seoate. 
If  the  President  was  himself  the  officer  of  tbe  peo* 
pie,  elected  by  them,  and  responsible  to  them,  there 
would  be  lees  danger  from  this  concentration  of  all 
power  in  bis  bands;  bat  it  Is  the  booness  of  states 
men  to  act  npon  tUngs  aa  tbey  are^  not  aa  thcff 
would  wish  than  to  be.  We  must  tbm  look  forward 
to  the  time  when  the  public  revenue  will  be  doubled : 
when  the  dvil  and  mlUtaty  offlcets  of  tbe  fedei^ 
Oovemment  will  be  qnadmpled ;  when  its  Influence 
over  individuals  will  be  midtipUed  to  an  indefinite 
extent ;  when  the  nomination  by  the  Freudent  can 
cany  any  man  throngh  the  Senate,  and  his  reccan- 
mendation  can  carry  any  measure  through  the  two 
Houses  of  Cmgtem ;  when  the  principle  of  public 
action  will  be  open  and  avowed — the  IVesident  wants  * 
my  vote,  and  I  want  his  patronage ;  I  will  vote  as  be 
wiabes,  and  be  will  give  me  the  offioe  I  widi  for. 
What  will  this  be,  bnt  tbe  government  of  one  man  F 
and  what  Is  ttie  government  of  ooe  man  bat  a  mtm* 
archy?  Names  are  nothing.  Tbe  nature  of  a  thing 
is  In  its  substance,  and  the  name  eooa  aooonmiodatea 
itself  to  the  subrtance.  The  first  Bomao  Ei^>erQr 
was  styled  Emperor  of  the  Bepublic,  and  the  last 
I^nch  Emperor  took  the  same  titie ;  and  their  re- 
t^tective  countries  were  just  as  essentially  monaicbi- 
c«l  before  as  after  the  assumption  of  these  tities.  It 
cannot  be  denied  or  dissembled,^  but  tiiat  the  federal 
Qovenmoit  gvaritalea  to  Ae  same  ptdnt,  and  that 
the  elediou  of  the  Exeootive  by  vie  Lq;islatiire 
qoid^ens  tbe  bnpuldoa. 

"Those  who  make  the  FMrident  must  BB[q>ort 
him.  Tb^  political  fate  becomes  identified,  and 
they  must  stand  or  Call  tc^ether.  Right  or  wrong, 
they  must  support  him ;  and  if  be  is  made  contnry 
to  the  will  of  tiie  people,  he  must  be  su^Nwled  net 
only  by  votes  and  npeedies,  but  by  arms.  A  vi<dent 
and  forced  state  of  things  will  ensue ;  individusl 
combats  will  talceplaoe;  and  the  combats  of  indiiM* 
uals  will  be  the  forerunner  to  general  engagements. 
The  airay  of  man  agunst  man  will  be  the  prelude  to 
the  aitay  of  army  minst  army,  and  of  State  against 
State.  Sndi  is  tiw  taw  of  nature;  and  it  is  equally 
In  vain  for  one  ast  ct  men  to  cUm  sa  exemptiw 
fh>m  its  operation,  as  It  wookl  for  any  <^>er  ast  to 
suppose  that,  under  tbe  asms  drcmnstsnosst  Aey 
would  not  act  in  the  same  manner,  Tbe  natural 
remedy  for  all  this  eril  would  be  to  place  the  eleo-  ■ 
ticm  of  Fresidcmt  in  the  hands  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  He  would  then  have  a  power  to  sup- 
port him  which  would  be  as  aUe  and  aa  wilUng  to 
aid  Um,  when  he  was  Umsdf  supporting  tbe  Interest 
of  the  country,  as  tbey  would  be  to  put  Um  down 
when  he  should  neglect  or  oppose  those  Interests. 
Tour  conunittee,  looking  at  the  present  mode  (tf 
electhig  the  Prudent  as  the  prinotpd  source  of  th 
tUs  erfl,  bave  commenced  their  l^xna  at  tiie  begin- 
ning itf  tbis  seadon,  by  recommraidlBg  an  amenA' 
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BMnt  to  the  oonsdtatiOD  in  that  eaaential  uid  vital 
miticalar ;  bat  in  thla,  u  in  maaj  other  things,  they 
nod  the  gmteflt  difflcultj  to  be  in  the  first  step. 
The  ooDunittee  recommend  the  amendmenta,  but  the 
peo^e  eumot  act  upon  it  imta  Ocmgrefla  shill  *  pro- 
poM*  it,  and  pendTentmc  Oongren  irlll  not  *pro- 
pOM '  it  to  them  at  all. 

"  It  is  no  longer  true  that  the  President,  in  deal- 
ing out  offlcea  to  memben  of  Congreafl,  will  be  lim- 
ited, Bfl  mppoaed  in  the  Federalist,  to  tlie  inconaider- 
Mio  number  of  places  vbidi  ma;  become  vacant  by 
Aa  orffinaty  easualttcs  ttf  deaths  and  rerignations ; 
M  Aa  coDtraiy,  he  ma;  nov  draw,  for  that  purpose, 
mon  the  entfae  fimd  of  the  Executire  patronage. 
OonetraetioD  and  le^dation  bare  accomplished  this 
t^tUigi.  In  the  rery  first  year  of  the  oowtitntion,  a 
eonatructioa  was  pnt  upon  that  instrument  wUicth 
enabled  tbe  President  to  create  as  many  vacancies  as 
he  pleasf^  and  at  any  moment  that  he  Uiou^t 
poper.  Im  was  ellbcted  by  yidding  to  him  uie 
kingly  prerogattve  of  dlsmisring  officers  without  the 
fennallty  of  a  trial.  The  authors  of  the  Federalist 
bad  not  foreseen  tiiis  constmetimi ;  so  far  from  it, 
they  Ind  anented  the  contrary,  and,  argofng  logically 
ftt»u  the  premises  *  that  tbe  ^smisnng  power  was 
qtpurtenant  to  the  npidntfng  power,'  they  had 
mahitaiBed,  hi  Na  7?  of  that  atandard  woric,  that,  aa 
the  otmsent  of  the  Senate  was  necessary  to  the  ap- 
pdntmeot  of  an  offloer,  so  the  consent  of  the  same 
body  would  be  equally  necessary  to  his  dismission 
from  office.  But  U>is  construction  was  overruled  by 
the  first  Congress  whic^  was  formed  under  the  con- 
atitation ;  ttie  power  of  dismission  from  office  was 
abandoned  to  the  President  alone,  and,  with  the  ao- 
qnlsmon  <tf  dda  pren^ative  alme,  tbe  power  and 
pttseonage  of  the  presidential  office  was  instantly  in- 
creased to  an  indefinite  extent ;  and  the  argument 
of  ^e  Federalist  against  the  capacity  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  corrupt  the  membere  of  Congress,  founded 
npon  the  smaU  number  trf'  idaoes  which  he  could  use 
for  that  purpose,  was  totally  overthrown.  So  much 
ftr  eowtnicticm.  Now  for  tbe  efibcti  id  leidaUtion ; 
and  widunt  going  into  an  enomnadon  or  statulea 
irbiA  mmecMsaruy  Increase  the  Executive  patron- 
age, the  four  years'  ^^lointment  law  will  alone  be 
mentioned ;  for  this  single  act,  by  vacatii^  almost 
the  entire  dvU  list  once  in  every  period  of  a  preei- 
denUal  term  of  service,  jdaces  more  offices  at  the 
•MUBB&d  of  tbe  ftesldeiit  than  were  known  to  the 
eoBfltitutfoiL  at  the  tfane  Of  its  adoption,  and  of 
itaetf,  again  soffloient  to  overtiirow  tbe  whole  of  the 
ugaiaaA  vUdi  waa  used  fat  tbe  TBderaUaL" 

It  is  impoadMe,  uid  Ur.  0.,  to  read  tliis 
mport,  tIuc^  denonnoee  in  stwh  unqnaliSed 
toriBB  tbe  eioesa  and  the  abases  of  patronage 
at  that  time,  vithout  being  stmck  with  the 
de[donUe  ebiangfl  which  a  fsw  short  years  has 
VKMi^t  in  tiie  oharaoter  of  onr  ootintry.  Then 
we  were  sensitive  in  all  that  related  to  our  lib- 
erty, and  jealoos  of  patronage  and  Govem- 
mental  infloenoe ;  so  mnch  so,  that  a  few  incon- 
dderahle  removal  three  or  fonr  printers,  roused 
the  indignation  of  the  whole  country— events 
which  would  now  pass  unnoticed.  We  have 
grown  inswuible,  beoome  callous  and  etnpid. 

But  let  tu  torn  to  the  question  which  I  have 
•■ked.  How  haa  the  pUgbted&ith  of  the  party 
iMtn  ftdfiUedl  Have  the  aboaes  then  de- 
BOonoedbeenQorreotedr  Has  the  four  yean' 


law  been  repealed  ?  Has  the  election  of  the 
President  been  given  to  the  people  t  Has  tha 
ezeroae  of  the  dismismng  power  by  the  Presi- 
dent wbieh  was  then  pronounced  to  he  a  dan- 
gerous violation  of  the  ooostitudon,  been  re- 
stored to  Oongreaat  All  these  pledges  hare 
beat  forgotten.  Not  one  haa  beoi  fti^lled. 
And  what  jnstifieataon,  I  aak,  is  offwed  for  so 
gross  a  vioiatioir  of  ftlth !  None  is  even  at- 
tempted ;  the  ddinquencT  ia  aoknowedged ; 
and  the  only  effort  which  tiie  Senator  from 
Missouri  baa  made  to  defend  bis  own  oooduct 
and  that  ot  the  administxation,  in  adopting  the 
practice  which  he  then  denounoed,  is  tho  plea 
of  retaliation.  He  says  that  he  had  been  fonr- 
teen  years  a  member  <Nf  the  Beuate;  and  tbak 
during  the  first  seven,  no  friend  of  his  had 
received  the  favor  of  theGovemment;  and  cm- 
tends  that  it  became  necessary  to  dismiss  those 
in  office  to  make  room  for  others  who  had  been 
for  ao  long  a  time  beyond  tlte  circle  of  ezeon- 
tive  favor.  What,  Mt.  0.  asked,  is  the  prin- 
ciple, when  correctly  understood,  on  wUch  this 
defence  rests!  It  assumes  that  retaliatirat  is 
a  principle  iu  its  nature  so  saored  that  it  jniAi- 
fies  the  violation  the  constitution,  the  breach 
of  plighted  ffdth,  and  the  suhveruon  of  prin- 
ciples the  observance  of  which  had  been  de- 
clared to  be  essential  to  the  liberty  of  tha 
country.  The  avowal  of  such  a  principle  may 
be  justified  at  this  time  by  interested  partisans ; 
but  the  lime  must  arrive  when  a  more  impar- 
tial tribunal  will  regard  it  in  a  fEir  different  li^t, 
and  pronounce  that  sentence  whidi  violated 
futh  and  broken  |dedgea  deserve.  Hr.  0.  awd. 
the  bill  now  before  the  Senate  affords  an  op- 
portunity to  tiie  doninant  parly  to  redeem  its 
pledge,  as  lato  as  it  ia,  and  to  avert,  at  least  fai 
part,  that  Just  dennneiation  whion  an  impar- 
tial post^^  will  otiierwise  most  certamly 
pronounce  upon  them.  He  hoped  that  they 
would  embrace  the  opportunity,  and  thereby 
prove  that,  in  expelling  the  former  administra- 
tion, they  were  not  merely  acting  a  part,  and 
that  the  solemn  pledges  and  promises  then  given 
were  not  electioneering  tricks,  devoid  of  unceritr 
and  fiuth.  I  consider  it,  s^d  Mr.  C,  aa  an  evi- 
dence of  that  deep  degeneracy  which  precedes 
the  downfall  of  a  repnuic,  when  those  elevated 
to  power  finset  the  promiaea  on  which  Urn- 
were  elevated;  tin  oerttin  effaot  of  which  u 
to  make  an  impreadon  on  the  pnblie  nund  that 
all  is  joggling  and  trickery  in  politics,  and  to 
create  an  indifference  to  political  stmg^ea, 
highly  favorable  to  the  growth  of  deapotie 
power. 

Mr.  BsNTOV  replied  at  much  length. 

Mr.  SoUTHABD  said  that  the  proposition  then 
i>efore  the  Senate  had  relation  entirely  to  tbe 
bill  which  had  been  proposed  by  the  select  com- 
mittee as  one  of  tbe  means  by  which  executive 
power  waa  to  be  restruned.  When  he  aaid 
this,  his  oUeot  waa  to  drawlheattoitiMiof  the 
Senate  to  the  subject  under  oonaideration,  not 
to  meet  airr  Btatemonta  with  regard  to  flnandal 
Button.  Tba  simple  pnyoaitun  was,  wis  it 
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proper  that  the  Un8h<n]ld  pass  I  l^eflnteeo- 
tioa  of  the  bill  supplied  two  sections  of  the  bill 
passed  in  1830,  and  the  seccmd  section  provided 
that  Consress  sliall  be  aware  who  are  public  de- 
ciliters, aeolftring  that  the  commissions  of  such 
shall  e^ire.  The  last  provisioD  required  that 
the  Preadeot  should  assign  to  the  Senate  his 
reasoDB,  when  he  removes  a  public  officer  from 
office.  He  approved  of  the  first  provinon  of 
the  bill,  beceose  he  believed  that  act  of 
May,  1^0,  ^aced  too  much  power  in  the 
hands  of  the  President  and  had  accomplished 
none  of  the  intmtiras  for  which  it  was  framed 
The  aot  required  that  certain  officers  should  be 
qipointed  lor  the  tram  of  four  years,  and  the 
intention  was  to  Ining  those  officers  (who  were 
^bnr^g  officers)  before  the  Exeoutave  at  the 
end  of  every  four  years,  in  order  that,  if  their 
offldal  oondnct  had  not  been  correct,  he  mieht, 
by  ffuling  to  renominate,  get  rid  of  them  with- 
out the  formality  of  a  removal.  The  object 
certainly  was  a  good  one,  bat  it  had  tended  to 
increase  the  power  of  the  Executive  to  an 
extent  not  anticipated  at  the  time  of  the  pas- 
sage of  the  law.  The  law  went  into  operation 
immediately  preceding  the  presidential  election^ 
and  eveiT  foor  years  afterwards  the  officers 
appointed  under  it  were  to  go  out  of  office  if 
not  reamK^nted.  Now,  ooDid  any  man  not  see 
that  all  these  officers  woold  feel  tJkemselves 
dependent  on  tiie  Executive,  who  bad  the 
power  to  Jeave  them  out  or  reooininate  them. 
The  law  as  it  stood  placed  every  man,  who 
was  not  above  being  hribed  by  office,  in  the 
market,  feeling  and  acting  on  the  principle  that 
he  was  to  snp[>ort  the  man  who  would  keep 
him  in  office.  Pass  the  bill  before  the  Senate, 
and  the  resolt  will  be  far  different.  Each 
office-holder  would  be  independent,  and  would 
look  solely  to  a  faithful  discharge  of  his  duty 
for  his  continuance  in  office.  As  the  law  now 
■tood,  it  was  made  to  operate  <hi  tbe  whtde 
band  of  officers  of  the  Govermneat,  as  well  on 
the  other  officers  as  on  the  disbarring  agents  fbr 
whom  it  was  ori^nally  intended.  Each  one 
not  influenced  by  pure  motived  would  say  to  the 
Executive,  *'  Will  you  retain  me  in  office  if  I 
support  yoQ ! "  This  effect  of  that  law  which 
it  was  now  proposed  to  repeal  most  t>e  appa- 
rent to  every  Senator,  and  he  thought,  i{.they 
woold  follow  it  up,  it  would  produce  on  their 
minds  a  deep  conviction  that  the  statute  book 
ou^t  to  be  relieved  from  it.  It  was  the  inten- 
tion of  those  who  framed  that  law  tp  bring  the 
officers  of  the  Government  before  the  Executive 
at  the  end  <^  every  fona  years,  in  ordu:  that 
th^  might  be  dinuiaied  if  fSoimd  nnworthy. 
Bnt  it  ootidnly  never  was  intended  that  an 
officer  who  had  furly  disbursed  the  pubUo 
money,  and  futhfolly  discharged  the  duties  of 
his  office,  should  be  turned  out  in  order  to  make 
room  for  a  politioal  partisan.  It  was  intended 
to  BSC  ore  a  greater  accountability  in  the  dis- 
bnrsing  agents,  and,  by  bringing  tiieir  conduct 
more  freqnenUy  in  review,  to  secure  to  the 
Government  the  aervioes  of  the  moet  trust- 
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worthy  indivtdnali.  •  But  had  this  been  the 
operation  of  the  act?  No.  The  period  of 
(bur  years  had  been  selected  as  the  period  when 
the  enemy  was  to  be  prostrated,  and  friends 
sustained.  This  mode  <k  executing  the  act  had 
defeated  all  the  intentions  of  its  framers.  It 
bad  introdaoed  a  different  system,  with  regard 
to  the  tenure  of  office,  from  that  contempl^»d 
by  those  who  passed  the  law.  He  was  of 
opinion  tiiat  it  would  be  wise  in  Gongreas  to 
dispense  with  those  provisions  which  tended 
to  make  the  whole  band  of  office-holders  servile 
suppliants  of  the  Exeontive,  destitate  of  that  in- 
dependence of  charaoter,  that  manly  feeling', 
which  should  characterize  every  pnbuo  officer. 
Ur.  S.  here  read  from  the  Inll  the  pro^ricms 
requiring  the  Frerident  to  lay  before  Oongress 
the  accounts  of  all  district  attom^s,  mar^als, 
and  other  disbursing  officers,  Ac.- 

The  object  was  to  exhibit  to  the  Senate  the 
appointiag  power,  the  number  of  those  who 
should  fau  to  render  their  accounts,  and  to  g^ve 
to  those  who  should  be  nnfortmiato  time  to  re- 
pair the  accident  which  deprived  them  of  the 
ability  to  make  a  correct  settiement  of  their 
accounts.  If  an  officer  therefore,  should  be  a 
de&ulter  in  September,  the  account  being  made 
np  to  Jannary,  would  leave  him  time  to  correct 
the  evil,  if  the  defiult  ahoald  be  the  efltact  of 
nnforeaem  aoeident,  and  not  of  criminal  o<m- 
duct  This  part  of  the  bill  was  so  plain  that 
he  would  not  det^  the  Senate  Imger  in  com- 
menting on  it  The  third  section  of  the  bill 
provided,  "That,  in  all  nominations  made  by 
the  President  to  the  Senate,  to  fill  vacancies  ao- 
casioned  by  removal  from  office,  the  facts  of  the 
removal  shall  be  stated  to  the  Senate  at  the 
same  time  that  the  nomination  is  made,  with  • 
statement  of  the  reasons  for  such  removal." 

He  valued  that  provision  of  the  bill  very 
much.  He  would  not,  at  that  times  enter  into 
the  snlject  of  removals  ftom  office.  It  had  long 
been  a  snUeet  al  difitennoe  with  politMana,  ana 
had  oocupied  thdr  attention  at  an  eariy  period 
of  the  Qovemment.  Bat  this  eeefioa  md  not 
interfere  with  this  power  of  removal.  It  re- 
quired simply  that  the  President  should  state 
to  the  Senate,  when  he  removed  an  officer, 
that  he  had  removed  him,  and  why.  Was 
there  any  tiling  that  should  make  the  Exec- 
utive reluctant  to  communicate  such  reasons  to 
his  constitutional  advisers  t  We  are  bound  to 
presume,  (Mr.  S.  said,)  that  he  haa  acted  under 
the  best  oon^derationa.  All  that  was  asked  of 
him  was  to  state  that  he  had  removed  a  pabHo 
officer,  and  bis  reascnu  ior  so  dtnag,  in  order 
that  the  Senate,  the  oo-wdioato  i^pointing 
power,  ^e  sdd  co-ordinate  power,  beeauaa 
no  appomtment  could  be  maae  witiioiit  the 
conoTurence  of  the  Senate,)  might  jndge  of  tbe 
propriety  of  appointing  another  indlvklnal  to 
the  office  thus  vaoateoL  The  history  of  this 
power  of  removal  was  not  common.  la  the 
early  periods  of  our  history  it  was  ahnost  nn- 
known.  It  contiuned  unknown  until  Mr.  JeflEiar- 
■on'a  HmHf  and  had  not  bean  enrdaed  at  all  bf 
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(me  of  his  predeoeflBon.  ■  The  Senate  would  nn- 
dentand  him  as  referring  to  the  adminictration 
of  Kr.  Aduna.  There  was  not  one  remoTol 
fr(Ha  offloe  dnring  the  preddenc^  of  that  gentle- 
man. 

The  Senator  from  Hisaoari  (Mr.  Bkstob) 
had  oompldned  that  this  report,  which  ema- 
nated from  the  oommittee,  preswted  a  great 
variety  of  bills,  which  were  there  framed,  to 
limit  the  executive  pren^^ve,  without  being 
oalcniated  to  acoomplish  anj  other  nsefol  pnr- 

rx,  In  looking  at  t^e  report  thb  morning, 
did  not  see  any  grounds  for  making  this 
ora^wnfe.  There  was  one  bill  propodng  an 
amendment  to  the  constitution,  wUnhdidnot 
meet  witti  tiie  gentleman's  oononrresce.  Bat 
be«uise  he  disapproved  of  one  measure  of  the 
committee^  did  it  follow  that  no  other  was 
wortbj  of  i^prohation  t  He  ^prehended  that 
tike  gmtleman  from  Uissouri  would  not  reject 
hia  own  measures  (for  he  was  on  the  committee, 
and  approved  of  every  bill  with  the  ezoeption 
of  the  one  just  named)  because  more  was  not 
done.  Of  tiie  other  bills  proposed  by  the  com- 
mittee, one  was  for  the  r^ulation  of  the  news- 
papws  in  which  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
and  th«  pnUie  adTertlsementa  ihaU  be  in- 
■erted.  Did  the  gentHunan  see  no  practioal 
good  to  result  from  this  bill!  Anotner  was 
to  regulate  the  appointment  of  postmasters. 
The  provirions  in  ttds  bill  had  just  bew  passed 
by  the  Senate  by  a  unanimous  vote,  in  the  bill 
to  reorganize  the  Post  Office  Department;  and 
it  was  not,  therefore,  necessary  to  pass  suc^ 
provisions  as  were  contained  in  this  second  bill 
of  the  committee,  after  one  had  passed  the 
Senate  for  that  pnrp(Me.  The  next  bill  was 
for  the  rwulation  of  the  appointment  oi  cadets 
and  midwipmen.  He  could  not  answer  for 
what  was  the  practice  of  the  Departments  now, 
with  regard  to  such  appointments,  but  he  well 
bmr  what  was  the  practice  some  time  ago; 
and  it  was  to  carry  the  praridims  of  this  very 
Wllintoeff^  In  comdnnon,  he  trusted,  there- 
foi«,  that  these  USa  would  find  U,ror  with  those 
who  had  heretoliaa  aapported  similar  meas- 
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On  motion  <^  ICr.  PonromnxR,  the  bill  to 
amend  the  act  of  last  session,  which  was  re- 

Blast  seenon  by  the  Onnmittee  on  Public 
making  a  gnnt  of  land  to  certain  «iJles 
oland,  was  taken  up. 
Mr.  Porasizm  said  that  titeae  axUea  wwe 
in  an  unfortunate  conditSoo,  and  if  the  Un  was 
not  taken  np  now,  It  might  probably  not  be  of 
use  to  them. 

Hr.  PoiKDKxns  s^  that  the  first  section 
of  the  bill,  as  reported  last  sesrion,  by  which 
was  made  to  these  exiles  a  grant  of  land,  re- 
quired  tiie  actual  halntation  and  onltivation  ot 
ue  land.  Hie  House  had  amended  the  bdl, 


and  made  it  imperative  to  make  ten  yeara* 

residence.  This  made  the  condition  on  whkth 
the  land  was  given  worse  than  to  a  oommoa 
purchaser.  He  proposed  to  make  it,  ,  what  it 
ought  to  be,  a  generous  gift.  The  people  were 
poor,  and,  consequeratiy,  unable  to  buy  imple- 
ments of  husbandry.  He  proposed  to  move 
an  amendment  to  the  bill,  which  would  enaUe 
them  to  mortgage  th«r  land  for  the  pnchase 
of  tods.  Every  year  their  condition  would 
improve,  and  it  the  end  of  ten  yean  tUey 
would  be  comfortably  aetUed. 

Hx.  Emo,  ot  Alabama,  fdt  a  difficulty  in 
opponng  the  bill,  but  the  Senate  dionld  take 
care  not  to  encourage  a  hungry  cl«B  of  pecu- 
lators. There  had  been  alnady  SMne  expe- 
rience on  this  subject  A  number  trf"  military 
men,  who  were  exiled  from  France,  had  a 
grant  of  a  township  of  land  made  to  them, 
under  certain  conditions,  and  that  grant  wss 
the  occasion  of  more  trouble  and  of  more  fraud- 
ulent speculations  than  meet  men  would  have 
anticipated.  Let  it  be  a  donation  to  them ; 
and  when  the  land  is  e^ven,  let  them  keep  it. 
If  they  were  to  mortgage  thur  land  tbey  might 
never  go  there.  Their  mortgage  would  be  per- 
fect, tad  they  mi«^t  never  redeem  it^  In  tho 
case  of  tiie  french  emuraots,  Congress  had  to 
^ve  up  the  land,  and  let  them  take  it  at  the 
usual  price.  If  the  Smator  were  to  look  at 
the  bill  with  his  usual  attenti(m,  he  would  find 
it  to  be  a  bill  that  would  do  them  no  good,  and 
be  the  means  of  throwing  the  land  into  the 
hands  of  speoulators.  If  the  Senate  would 
allow  it  to  fie  on  tbe  table  for  a  ^y  or  tVro,  it 
might  be  duly  considered. 

Mr.  PoraBBZisB  assented  to  the  proposition, 
and  the  UIl  waa  accordingly  lidd  on  the  table. 

^ceeuUw  Patronage. — Bemcvaljrom  Qfflee. 

The  Senate  {noceeded  to  the  q[>edal  order, 
being  tbe  bin  to  repeal  the  act  to  fix  tha 
number  and  compensation  of  certain  officers. 

[ICr.  EwuiQ  spoke  at  length  upon  the  qnestioD  of 
removals,  nutbtaiiuDg  that  the  constitation  does  not 
confer  on  tlie  President  alone  the  power  of  rentoral 
— that  it  is  a  mere  matter  of  legi^ative  proiintm, 
eotrject  to  be  vested,  modified,  changed,  or  taken 
awsyst  thdrwOI;  and  if  it  Is  not  ragolsted  atd 
by  law,  it  vests  fn  the  Fkcddent,  in  ccnjimetlmi  wtfli 
tbe  Sraiate,  as  part  of  the  appointing  power.] 

Mr.  Ejjnt  sidd  be  did  not  rise  to  enter  into 
the  debate,  nor  to  discuss  the  particular  ques- 
tion relative  to  the  orgaidzation  of  the  Qovem- 
mmL  which  had  alrea^  been  decided,  and  the 
dednon  which  had  been  acqmeaoed  in  for 
half  a  oentniy.  Tbit  questi<n  ne  would  not 
discuss  then,  unless  foir^  brought  up.  Among 
his  objections  to  tbe  bill  was,  not  that  it  pro- 
posed to  take  away  any  power  from  the  Exec- 
utive, bnt  because,  with  the  admission  tif  a 
distinct  power  on  the  iaoe  of  the  bill,  it  pro- 
poses that  the  Executive  should  lay  before  the 
Senate  tho  naama  for  ita  enrdaa^  nhm  ho 
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chose  to  exercise  it.  It  was  distinctly  admitted 
in  the  bill  that  the  EzeontiTe  possessed  a  speoiflo 
power,  and  that  it  required  him  to  lay  before 
the  Sraate  his  reasons  before  he  exercised  it. 
What  would  70a  do,  asked  Mr.  with  thete 
reasons  when  yon  got  thont  Would  flie 
Senate  do  as  it  did  when  it  got  from  the  Seore- 
ttry  of  the  Treasury  his  reasons  for  the 
removal  of  the  pablio  deposits?  The  bill,  he 
repeated,  admitted  that  the  Fre^dent  possessed 
the  power  of  removal  from  ofiSce,  and  yet,  by 
some  undefined  process,  it  was  proposed  to 
make  him  responsible  to  the  Senate  for  its 
exercise.  The  first  section  of  the  bill  provided 
for  the  alteration  of  the  tennre  of  office,  as  held 
heretofore  for  a  limited  time,  and  made  the 
tenure  of  office  dependent  on  the  will  of  the 
Exeentive,  requiring  of  him  to  assign  his  reasons 
to  the  Senate  before  he  makes  a  removal.  The 
third  aeotion  (said  Hr.E.)  providea,  "That in 
idl  nominations  made  by  Freddent  to  the 
Senate,  to  fill  vaoanoies  ocoari<med  by  the 
exercise  of  the  Pruident's  power  to  remove 
the  said  officers  mentioned  in  tiie  second  seo- 
tion  of  this  act,  the  fact  <^  the  removal  shall 
be  stated  tc^tbe  Senate,  at  the  same  time  that 
the  nomination  is  made,  with  a  statement  of 
the  reasons  for  which  snob  officer  may  have 
been  removed." 

Kdw,  Mr.  E.  did  not  intend  to  discoss  that 
question.  With  the  admission  of  certain  exec- 
utive powers  in  the  bill,  it  proposed  to  m^e 
Ha  President  re^naiUe  to  the  Sraate,  and 
require  him  to  give  his  reasons  before  he  ezerets- 
ed  than.  Tbini,  he  adrad,  what  would  the 
Senate  do  witli  those  reasons  when  tiiey  got 
them.  It  was  mi  idle  provision  in  the  bill  to 
say  that  the  President  snoold  give  his  reasons 
to  the  Smate  forthe  exerdse  of  a  power  which 
it  was  admitted  he  possessed.  He  coold  see 
much  more  propriety  in  requiring  of  tiie  Presi- 
dent to  f^ve  his  reasons  for  the  exercise  of  his 
constitntional  powers  to  the  people  <^  the 
United  States,  but  he  did  not  see  any  propriety 
^  requiring  him  to  give  snoh  reasons  to  the 
Senate.  For  tiiese  reaaona  he  votdd  vote 
against  flie  IhU. 

Ut.  Ban  rose  to  state,  In  a  veir  few  words, 
Job  reasons  for  aapporting  tUs  bilL  It  was 
vreU  known  that  he  was  (me  of  those  who  ^d 
not  dei^  that  the  Freddent  possessed  the 
power  of  removal  from  office.  He  had  express- 
ed the  opinion  that  the  President  did  possess 
this  power,  and  that  <H>inion  he  still  retidned. 
But  while  he  believed  that  the  power  of  re- 
moval fWmi  office  was  vested  in  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  he  still  believed  that  the 
power  to  regulate  removals  rested  with  the 
Oongress  of  the  United  States.  The  constlta- 
tion  said  that  the  executive  power  should  be 
vested  in  a  President  of  the  United  States ;  bat^ 
as  this  much  would  only  be  vague  and  indefiiUte, 
H  goes  on  to  say  what  those  powera  are — ^to 
express,  in  precise  terms,  the  powera  that  shall 
be  given  to  the  Freddeot.  By  this  enumera- 
tion, it  oolndea  at  <moe  the  idea  tba^  withont 
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such  enumeration,  the  President  would,  in  vir- 
tue of  his  office,  have  possessed  all  executive 
powers;  for,  if  such  were  the  case,  the  consti- 
tutaffli,  as  was  remarked  by  the  Senates  from 
Oldo,  (BCr.  EwiHo,)  would  lie  very  defioient  in 
what  a  wmstitution  ihonld  Iwvibr  a  well-rwu- 
lated  Government.  Let  it  be  recollected  uat 
this  was  not  intoided  to  be  a  constitution  of 
unlimited  powers,  but  that  the  powers  granted 
by  it,  both  l^slative  and  executive,  were 
express  and  limited;  for  it  declared  that  all 
powers  not  granted  by  it  should  be  withheld. 
The  idea  thiS  the  Executive  possessed  powers 
in  virtue  of  his  (Meet  1^  to  continual 
assumptions  of  power  on  the  one  hand,  while 
it  was  resisted  on  the  other,  and  thefiuctuations 
of  executive  power  had  generally  ended  in  new 
enoroaehmrats.  This  oiumeratimi  of  exeontive 
power,  before  alluded  to,  was  intended  by  the 
firamera  ctf  the  constltatiim  as  a  ieoorit 
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pose  it  was  defined  as  strictiy  and  aa  , 
as  the  nature  of  lai^uage  would  pennit;  but, 
define  and  define  as  you  may,  you  cannot  so 
mark  ezeontiva  powers  as  to  be  the  same 
to  all  minds ;  your  definiti<Hi  cannot  be  made 
with  that  mathematical  preoimon  as  to  be 
beyond  doubt  or  misconceptiMi,  and  therefwe 
the  nature  of  executive  powers  w31  be  viewed 
differently  by  different  eyes. 

It  bad  been  objected  by  the  Senator  from 
Illinois,  (Mr.  Easi,)  that  this  bill,  whilst  it 
otmoeded  to  the  Fretddent  the  power  to  remove 
from  offioe,  at  1^  same  time  attempted  to  re* 
quire  that  he  dioidd  -state  the  causes  of  audi 
remond  to  the  Senate.  Well,  sir,  (said  Mr. 
B.,)  I  admit  that  the  bill  does  not  wofess  to 
take  away  the  power  of  removal.  The  com- 
mittee du  not  think  it  proper  to  interfete 
further  than  to  provide  that  the  President 
should  state  his  reasons  for  the  removals  he 
might  make.  The  gentieman  had  aakei  what 
the  Senate  would  do  with  those  reasons,  when 
they  got  them.  He  would  answer,  that  that 
matter  was  to  1>e  determined  by  the  Senate. 
It  was  not  for  him  to  inquire  into  what  Bal>- 
sequent  Senates  might  do;  it  was  suffi- 
cient for  him  that  the  dnj^  otroumatanoe  of 
requiring  oi  the  Fresideiit  to  oommuidoate 
to  the  ^nate  his  reasons  for  the  exennse  at 
the  power  ct  removal,  would  be  a  sufficient 
oheoK  against  the  abuse  of  that  power.  Was 
there  no  difference  between  suffering  a  man 
to  act  under  a  secret,  hidden  motive,  governed 
by  mere  partiality  or  pnijudice,  and  his  acting 
for  causes  which  he  was  bound  to  proclaim  to 
the  woridt  Was  it  not  an  important  point  to 
make  the  Executive  examine  and  oon^aer  well 
the  charges  agunst  a  public  officer,  that  he 
myht  take  good  care  tnat  the  charges  were 
well  founded  and  of  sufficient  weis^t,  before 
he  removed  him  from  offioe  t  The  committee 
had  endeavored  to  avoid  any  Interformee  with 
the  executive  power ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  to 
put  Buoh  soffl<nent  checks  and  balanoes  on  it  aa 
eoEperienoe  reeanmended,  to  prevent  its  abuse. 
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At  what  time,  he  aaked,  had  rranorals  from 
office  been  made  that  did  not  {ntidnoe  smne 
flotation  Jn  the  pnblio  mind?  He  had  not, 
howew,  at  an7  time,  intended  to  disensB  this 
part  of  the  qnertion ;  he  did  not  when  he  gave 
his  consent  to  the  bill  in  committee,  nor 
had  he  at  an^  time  since,  intended  to  go  into 
it  as  a  party  measure.  Look,  sud  Hr.  B.,  at 
the  complexion  of  the  committee.  It  was 
composed  of  the  three  different  parties  which 
divided  the  Senate.  First,  there  was  the  partj 
supporting  the  administration,  who  assomed 
to  be  the  exclauve  democrats ;  then  there  was 
the  national  repnbUcans;  and  las(]^,  there 
was  another  par^,  to  whloh  he  belonged,  and 
which  he  was  sorry  to  sar  did  not  meet  with 
much  fiftTor  nowadays^  denonuna^g  tliem- 
selves  Qm  State-rights  party,  bat  who  were 
stkmiat'ized  with  the  mad  iog  name  of 
nnSifiers.  Now,  it  happened  that  the  com- 
mittee conusted  <Kf  two  members  from  each  of 
these  three  parties.  No  one  ^arty  could  do 
any  thing  in  the  committee  without  drawing 
aid  ftom  one  of  the  others ;  yet  there  was  a 
cononrrence  of  the  whole  of  the  committee  in 
the  report  and  bills,  with  but  one  ungle  excep- 
tion, and  that  was  with  regard  to  the  amend- 
ment to  the  constitution. 

Hr.  BuKPtxT  uHi  It  ifl  not  m7  purpose, 
nor  do  I  intend,  to  enter  into  an  elaborate 
argument  npon  tnis  bill ;  bnt  I  do  intend  to 
assign  a  reason  or  two  why  the  bill,  in  my 
jndnient,  if  it  conld  be  carried  into  effect, 
im^d  be  TOodnctiTe  of  much  mischief,  and  of 
no  good.  It  proposes  to  repeal  the  law  which 
limits  the  tenure  of  certain  offices  to  foor 
years ;  and  to  require  the  President,  npon  the 
remoT^  of  an  officer,  when  he  nominates  a 
aaccessor,  to  assign  his  reasons  to  the  Senate 
for  snch  removal.  What,  then,  is  to  be  the 
practical  operation  of  the  bill  I  It  will  pre- 
vent the  terminatioa  of  official  life  by  Hke 
operation  of  law.  When  an  indi^doal  obtaina 
office,  he  will  oontiune  to  hotd  it  oatil  depriv- 
ed ox  it  by  death,  miless  the  Pnrident  re- 
moves him.  Bnt  the  President  Is  not  to  re- 
move him  withont  asdgning  his  reasons  to  the 
Senate ;  and  there  is  no  object  in  having  the 
reasons  assigned,  nnless  those  reasons  are  to  be 
examined,  and  their  snfficieney  decided  npon 
by  the  Senate,  as  well  as  by  the  whole  people. 
The  President,  therefore,  must  not  only  i>e 
able  to  aaeign  satisfactory  reasons,  blit  he  mnst 
be  enabled  to  establish,  by  satisfactory  proof^ 
every  fact  upon  which  those  reasons  are  roand- 
od.  If  he  does  not  do  this,  he  may  l>e  con- 
demned in  tiie  judgment  of  othen,  however 
good  those  reasons  may  be  in  his  own  mind, 
and  however  wdl  proved  may  be  the  facts  in 
his  own  jadgmeat  The  praoticai  insult,  then, 
mnst  be,  that  the  President  cannot  remove 
from  office  until  mtscondact  or  corroption 
shall  not  only  I>e  made  to  appear  satisfactorily 
to  him  to  exist,  bat  it  mast  be  so  satisfaotorily 
proved  as  to  establish  the  fact  to  the  satiafao- 
tionoftbeSen^  The  reasons,  tiien,  most  be 
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as  satisfisctcny  and  aa  well  eatiUished  as  if  an 
impeachment  of  the  officer  was  to  be  toraght 
forward  by  the  HonacL  and  tried  and  dedcbd 
in  this  bo^.  It  would  readily  be  pweeived 
that,  if  such  was  to  be  the  practical  operation 
of  the  proposed  bill,  it  vrrtnally  made  tho 
tennre  of  office  a  tennre  daring  good  be- 
havior, which  is  the  same  as  daring  life, 
nnless  miscondnot  is  proved.  This  bill,  then, 
really  proposes  a  practical  change  of  the  mode 
of  holding  office  under  this  Government,  as  to 
all  the  officers  but  the  jndioiid  officers ;  and 
gives  the  same  security  to  all  ouiers  as  to  the 
judicial  officers,  except  that  the  ju^dal  officers 
will  hold  their  offices  \)j  virtue  of  the  omstitu- 
tional  provision,  while  the  others  hold  ihsin 
by  virbie  ct  the  law. 

Clat  sc^d  that  he  had  intended  to  make 
a  few  remarks;  but,  as  it  was  late  in  the  day, 
and  as  this  was  Saturday  evening,  ho  wotua 
postpone  what  he  denred  to  say  to  another 
time.  He  begged  leave,  however,  to  throw 
out,  ratiier  for  the  information  of  the  Senate 
and  the  committee,  than  to  force  a  discusnon,  an 
amendment  which  he  proposed  as  a  substitate 
for  tiie  second  section,  which  amendment  was 
entirely  in  efiEbct  what  he  had  submitted  last 
sesdon,  in  the  form  of  resolutions.  The  amend- 
ment went  a  lltUe  futher  than  the  aeetmd 
section  as  it  now  stood ;  bnt  that  aectioft  in- 
vtdved  the  principle  .the  amendlhent.  He 
hopc4  the  Senator  in  his  eye  would  come  014 
on  this  question,  and  let  it  be  seen  if  there  was 
any  one  on  this  floor  who  would  rise  and  assert 
that  the  President  had  the  power,  without  any 
ground,  even  of  constitutional  implication,  to 
remove  from  office;  that  tiie  stream  conld  exist 
without  the  spring.  If  the  Pre^dent  bad  such 
power,  then  the  constitution  was  not  worth  a 
sous.  The  friends  of  the  administration  seemed 
to  be  rather  shy  about  the  constitution,  except 
one  who  Btid  that  he  would  not  touch  it.  Was 
it  beeaoae  the  subject  was  above  his  power! 
Not  so.  That  gentieman  had  alreaclr'  friveB 
evidoice  that  he  possessed  the  alnlity.  Oonid  he 
find  no  constitutional  fbondation  for  the  erec- 
tion of  tMs  power }  I  object  (said  Hr.  0.)  to 
nve  the  President  a  band  of  one  hunzted 
uioosand  pensioned  officers,  more  efficient  aa  a 
guard  than  tiie  PrEstorian  hands  of  Borne.  If 
there  be  this  power  of  removal  expressly  ^vea 
in  the  constitution,  and  I  have  sought  sedu- 
lously to  find  it ;  if  it  be  an  inherent  power, 
let  the  gentleman  show  us  the  fact,  that  it  may 
beopento  the  human  vimon.  When  the  subject 
be  resumed  on  Honday,  I  shall  come  here 
In  the  hope  that  some  01  the  leaden  c£  the 
administration  party  will  come  out,  witb  book 
in  hand,  and  show  the  text  for  this  tremendous 
power.  He  would,  for  the  present,  content 
bhnself  with  laying  the  following  amendment 
on  the  table : 

Be  U  further  enaeUd,  That,  in  all  instances  of  ap> 
polntment  to  office  by  the  Fmident,  by  and  with  the 
ad^  and  ocHuent  of  the  Senate,  the  power  d  re> 
moval  shall  be  emdsed  only  in  eoncnnenoe  vith 
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flie  Saute ;  and,  iriieu  the  Senate  is  not  in  session, 
Ihe  n«rident  mcy  emmi  mj  aocb  ofBcer,  commu- 
lUnting  Ub  reuonB  tot  the  Buq>ension  during  the 
first  oMHitti  of  the  SDcceedinK  Beasion ;  end  u  the 
Senate  emtcor  with  bim,  the  officer  diaU  be  ranoved; 
bat  If  U  do  noCoODCmr  with  him,  the  officer  sball  be 
TCStMed  to  offloe. 

Kr.  BxTOEAHAir.  I  am  ezceedingljr  sony,  lb. 
President,  that  the  Senator  from  Euitackj 
(Mr.  Out)  appears  to  be  disposed  so  often  to 
his  oompUmeDts  to  myself. 

Mr.  Out.  I  had  no  aUoaifnt  to  tbe  Senator 
frcon  FenD^lrania  when  I  r^brred  to  the 
leaden  of  fhe  administrati<Hi  parfy. 

Hr.  Bdohutam.  When  the  geirtlemsn  spoke 
of  the  leaders  of  the  administration  partj,  he 
looked  at  me,  and  I  nnderstood  him  as  aUading 
to  me,  or  I  tiionght  he  did. 

Ur.  Out.  I  assure  the  gentleman  I  had  no 
allnsioQ  to  him  whatever.  I  might  look  at 
him,  as  he  looks  at  me  sometimes ;  but  I  think 
at  the  time  I  spoke  of  the  leaders  of  a  particu- 
lar party,  I  was  looking  rather  to  the  Senator 
from  New  York  ^Ir.  "Wmawt)  than  to  him. 

Mr.  BvoBANAH.  Without  going  ftirther  into 
the  ^neatitm  of  who  ^e  gentleman  referred  to 
in  his  remarks,  I  will  eimplj  state  that,  wheu- 
erer  he  thinks  proper  to  take  np  the  sabject, 
and  attempt  to  prove  that  the  practice  under 
which  t^is  OoTemment  has  nourished,  and 
which  was  sustained  hj  Kadison,  is  not  fonnd- 
ed  in  reason  and  Justice,  is  not  necMsary  for 
the  proper  admimstration  of  the  Government, 
and  ia  not  consistent  with  the  constitntion,  then 
I  will  be  ready  to  meet  him. 

Mr.  Gut.  We  shall  iiie^  thcoi,  at  Fhilipin. 


MoHnxT,  February  16. 
JHtinfit  ^  Oehmbia—Pmnl  Ml 
The  bill  to  anOtorbe  tbe  adoption  of  the 
penal  code  prepared  fat  the  IMstriot  of  Oolnm- 
bia  was  then  taken  vp  as  la  Oommlttee  of  the 
Whole.' 

Mr.  Tyxeb  stated  that,  two  jrears  ago,  the 
code  to  which  this  bill  referred  had  been  sub- 
mitted to  Congress.  It  was  almost  inconceiv- 
able the  utter  concision  of  the  laws  of  this 
District.  The  cession  of  the  IMstriot  of  Oolum- 
bia  was  made  above  thirty  years  ago,  when  it 
came  into  the  hands  ^e  Oenenil  Govern- 
ment, with  the  laws  of  tbe  States  bmn  which 
tt  had  been  detaohed.  Whatever  had  been 
the  snbsequent  modifioationa  in  the  laws  of 
these  Btates.  they  were  refbsed  to  tbe  people 
of  this  Df  stnet.  He  should  be  too  prolix  wov 
he  to  go  into  an  enumeration  of  all  these  laws. 
Some  of  them  had  been  for  more  than  a  cen- 
tury in  operation ;  while  others,  which  had 
reference  to  a  particolar  class  of  the  com- 
munity, and  which  would  make  a  Christian 
man  blush,  had  been  suffered  to  steep  from 
motives  of  humanity.  These,  it  was  true,  were 
dormant,  but  they  might  be  resorted  to.  These 
were  laws  in  reference  to  that  dass  of  Uie 
pt^fidation  to  whudi  his  own  oljeetioiu  wm 


as  strong  as  those  of  any  in^vidoal,  whether  a 
resident  of  the  north  or  the  south  bank  of  the 
Potomac.  He  had  a  decided  objection  to  the 
District  of  Oolumlna  being  made  a  slave  mar^ 
a  depot  for  the  slaves  brought  from  the  two 
neighboring  States.  This  code  went  to  reform 
that  part  ^  the  system  of  laws  under  whidi 
the  District  had  been  made  a  depot  for  theae 
slaves,  and  abolishes  this  practice. 

The  punishments  to  which  the  black  popu- 
lation luid  been  sabjeoted,  were,  in  no  degi^ee, 
to  be  Justified.  Th«e  were  gnat  amcdiOTationa 
of  the  law  in  that  respect. 

In  reference  to  the  Judicial  system  of  the 
District,  nothing  oould  be  in  a  worse  condition 
than  that  in  which  it  was  found  to  be  by  the 
oommlttee.  Time  would  not  permit  a  full  de- 
velopment of  its  evils,  but  it  appeared  to  him 
that  the  injuries  it  had  inflioted  on  the  people 
of  the  District  were  suffident  to  break  down 
the  energies  of  the  people  of  any  State  in  the 
Union.  The  system  as  to  the  magistracy  was 
saeh  as  would  be  a  curse  on  any  people.  In 
passing  through  the  streets,  you  were  stmok 
with  the  notices  placed  oonquoaonslT  over  the 
doors,  "Manstrate's  OflBee,"  a  notice  which 
sounded  in  his  ears  very  much  like  "  Justice 
boi^ht  and  sold  here.**  At  tiiese  offices  tiie 
laws  were  administered  by  single  justices. 
Armies  of  constables  were  affiliated  by  these 
justices ;  and  the  justice  favored  the  constable, 
and  the  constable  favored  the  justice :  for  in 
proportion  to  the  multitude  of  suits,  were  the 
profits  increased,  both  of  the  Justice  and^he 
constable.  And  where  the  system  was  sncn  as 
to  nuke  the  justice  dependent  upon  his  fees  for 
his  snbristenoe,  the  effect  was  tp  make  the 
official  preserver  of  peace,  in  effect,  a  peace 
disturber — a  promoter  of  disoOTd  and  ill-feeling 
among  the  oammimity.  He  desired  it  to  be 
understood  that,  in  these  remarks,  he  did  not 
speak  <tf  any  Inoividiul,  bnt  of  the  system. 

It  was  proposed  to  modify  the  prevailing 
^stem  so  as  to  save  to  the  people  of^  this  Dis- 
trict, in  fees  alon^  at  least  $40,000  per  annum. 
While  engaged  with  the  committee  in  the  in- 
vestigation of  this  sulitjeot,  he  had  heard  of  very 
great  abuses.  Nothing  was  found  to  be  a  more 
abundant  source  of  profit  than  to  get  up  suits 
of  assault  and  battery :  nothing  was  more  profit- 
able to  magistrate,  officers,  jurors,  and  witness- 
es. If  there  was  a  loose  population  about  the 
offices  of  the  jtutices^  they  were  always  ready 
to  act  as  jnroFB,  and  reedve  the  compensation 
allowed  by  law.  He  had  heard  much,  in  the 
fenn  of  accusation  on  this  subject,  but  ther* 
was  nothing  which  had  come  under  his  person- 
al observation.  Still,  if  there  was  bat  a  whisper 
of  wrong,  it  was  sufficient  cause  to  press  on  the 
work  of  reform.  The  scheme  which  bad  been 
reported  by  the  committee  would,  at  the  low- 
est estimate,  save  to  the  people  or  the  IMstiiot 
$40,000  annually  in  judicial  f^. 

motion  of  Mr.  O&iHOinr,  the  bill  was  then 
lud  on  the  table,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up 
the  Bpedal  wder  of  the  di^. 
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ExecttUte  Patrmaffs. 

The  SeoAte  resnmed  tiie  couaderatlon  of  the 
Ull  reported  hj  tiie  0<namittee  <«t  ExecntiTe 
Patronage,  to  regetl  the  act  of  1820,  limiting 
tl»  terms  of  lervkie  of  cutaln  officers,  &o. 

lb.  WxBsnB  add  the  pn^ased  object  of  thie 
was  the  redaction  of  execotive  inflnence 
and  patronage.  I  concur,  said  Mr.  W.,  in  the 
TOopriety  of  that  olf}ect.  Harinff  no  wish  to 
dhninish  or  to  oontroL  in  the  slightest  decree, 
the  eoostitational  and  legal  aathoril^  of  the 
pretadential  office^  I  jet  think  that  the  indirect 
and  vastly  increasing  inflaenoe  which  it  possess- 
es, and  which  arises  from  the  power  of  bestow- 
ing office,  and  of  takit^  it  away  again  at  pleaa- 
nre,  and  from  the  manner  in  which  that  power 
aeetna  now  to  be  systematicallj  exerdsed,  is 
{wodnotiTe  of  serioos  evils. 

Hie  extent  of  the  patronage  springing  fVom 
ilus  power  of  apptnatment  and  raDwval  is  ao 
great,  that  it  brings  a  daagerons  mass  of  private 
and  personal  interest  into  (^eration  in  aUgreat 
pnUto  elections  and  pablic  questions.  IaIs  is 
a  misohief  which  has  reached,  already,  an 
alarming  height.  The  principle  of  republican 
Crovemments,  we  are  taoght,  is  pablic  virtue ; 
and,  whatever  tends  either  to  oorrapt  this  prin- 
<uple,  to  debase  it,  or  to  wesken  its  force^  tends, 
in  tiie  same  degree,  to  the  final  overthrow  of 
sach  Qovemments.  Our  repruentative  systems 
BUMMMe  that,  in  ezeroisioc  the  high  right  of 
soM-age,  tbe  greatest  ui  alT politaoid  ri^ts^  and 
in  ^innug  onions  on  great  pnbUe  meamms, 
mm  will  aet  oonaoioitioasly,  nndflr  the  inflneaoe 
of  publio  p^udple,  and  ^triotie  duty ;  and 
that^  in  npporting  or  oj^iodog  men  w  meae- 
ares,  there  will  be  a  general  prevalence  of 
honest,  intelligent  judgment,  and  manly  inde- 

gindence.  Xnese  presampti<ms  lie  at  Hie 
andaU<m  of  all  hope  of  malntiuping  Govern- 
ments entirely  popular.  "Whenever  personal, 
indlvidusl,  or  sdfish  motives  influence  the  oon- 
duot  of  individuals  on  pablic  questions,  they 
affect  the  safety  of  the  whole  system.  When 
these  motives  nm  deep  and  wide,  and  come  in 
serions  oonfliot  vrith  higher,  pnrer,  and  more 
patriotic  purposes,  they  greauy  endanger  that 
system ;  and  all  will  admit  that,  if  their  extent 
become  general  and  overwhelming,  so  that  all 
pabtio  pnnciple  is  lost  sight  of,  and  every  deo- 
tion  becomes  a  mere  scramble  for  office,  tiw 
system  inevitably  most  faSL  Every  wise  man, 
in  and  oat  of  Government,  will  endeavor,  there- 
fore, tq  promote  ike  ascendency  of  public  virtue 
and  publio  principle^  and  to  restr^  as  far  as 
practicable,  in  the  txinal  operation  of  our  insti- 
tations,  the  inflnenoe  of  lelflsh  and  jnlvate 
interests. 

I  onujur  wUli  those  who  think  that,  looking 
to  the  present,  and  loiAing  also  to  the  fhtnre, 
and  re^irding  all  the  prob^tlUtiea  of  what  is 
before  ns,  as  to  Qm  qnsMes  which  shall  belong 
to  tiiose  who  may  fill  the  ezecative  ohidr,  it  is 
important  to  the  stability  of  Government,  and 
be  welfare  of  the  people,  that  there  shonld  be 
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a  check  to  the  progress  of  officisl  influence  snd 
patronu^  The  unlimited  power  to  grant  of- 
fice, and  to  take  it  aw^,  gives  a  command  over 
the  hopes  and  foarsof  avastmidtitodaof  meB. 
It  is  generally  true  that  he  wh^  oontnds  another 
man%  means  of  living  ocmtn^  his  wiU.  Where 
there  are  fiivors  to  be  granted,  there  are  asaally 
enough  to  solidt  for  mem ;  snd  when  Avors, 
once  panted,  may  be  vrithdrawn  at  pleasore. 
there  is  ordinarily  little  security  for  perstmai 
iodependence  of  chsracter.  The  power  of  {^v- 
ing  office  thus  affects  the  fears  of  all  who  are 
in.  and  the  hopes  of  all  who  are  out.  Those 
WHO  are  out  endeavor  to  distinguish  themselves 
by  active  political  friendship,  by  warm  personal 
devotion,  by  damoroas  support  of  men  in  whose 
hands  is  the  power  of  rewud ;  while  those  who 
are  la  ordinarily  take  care  that  others  shall  not 
surpass  tiwm  in  aneh  qnalUies,  or  such  ocmdne^ 
asvemofltlilralytoaeonre&vor.  Theyresdve 
not  to  be  ontdtme  in  any  of  the  wwks  of  parti- 
sanship. The  ccBiseqnenoe  of  all  Qds  is  obvious, 
A  competition  ensues,  not  of  patnotio  labors, 
not  of  rough  and  severe  toil  for  the  public  good, 
not  of  n^nlinesa,  independence,  and  public 
spirit ;  bat  of  complaisance,  of  iadiscriminate 
support  of  executive  measm^  of  pliant  sab- 
serviency,  and  gross  adulation.  All  throng  and 
rash  ti^ther  to  the  altar  of  mwworship ;  and 
there  they  offer  sacrifices,  and  poor  oat  liba- 
tions, till  the  thick  fames  of  their  incense  tarn 
their  own  heads,  and  turn  also  the  head  of  hin 
who  is  the  oljeot  of  th^  idolatry. 

The  existence  oi  parties  in  popular  Govern- 
ments is  not  to  be  avt^ded ;  and,  if  they  are 
finmed  on  constitutional  q^uestions,  or  in  r^ard 
to  great  measures  of  public  policy,  and  do  not 
run  to  excessive  length,  it  may  be  admitted 
that,  on  the  whole,  they  do  no  great  harm. 
But  the  patronage  of  office,  the  power  of  be- 
stowing place  and  emoluments,  create  parties, 
not  upon  any  principle,  or  any  measure,  bat 
upon  the  single  ground  of  personal  interest 
Under  the  direct  influence  of  this  motive,  th^ 
form  round  a  leader,  and  they  go  for  "  the  spoils 
of  victory,^*  And  if  the  party  olueftain  be- 
comea  titie  waMftnai  ehieftalUf  he  is  still  but  too 
apt  to  oonalder  aH  who  have  <^»posed  him  as 
Mianies  to  be  punished,  ami  all  who  have  s^- 
pwted  him  aa  friends  to  be  rewarded.  Hind 
devotion  to  party,  and  to  the  head  of  a  party, 
thus  take  place  of  the  sentiments  o£  generous 
patriotism,  and  a  high  and  exalted  sense  of 
public  duty. 

Let  it  not  be  said,  sir,  that  the  danger  of 
executive  patronage  cannot  l>e  great,  since  the 
persons  who  hold  office,  or  can  bold  office,  con- 
stitnte  so  small  a  portion  of  the  whole  people. 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  to  be  remembered  that 
patroni^^  acts  not  only  on  those  who  aotoally 
possess  ^ce,  but  on  lliose  also  who  expect  it, 
or  hope  for  it ;  and,  In  the  next  place,  office- 
holders, by  their  veiy  sitaation,  their  public 
station,  their  connection  with  the  basiness  of 
individuals,  their  activity,  thur  ability  to  help 
or  to  hnr^  aooording  to  their  {deasore;  th^ 
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acgoaintanoe  with  public  afGun,  and  th^  seal 
and  derotion,  exercise  a  degree  of  iuflnenoe  ont 
of  a]l  proportion  to  their  nombOTS. 

Sir,  we  cannot  disregard  our  oirn  experience. 
We  cannot  ^nt  oar  eyes  to  what  is  around  na 
and  npon  ns.  Ko  candid  man  can  deny  that  a 
great,  a  veiy  great,  diange  has  taken  place 
within  a  fiBw  years,  in  the  practice  of  the  exeo* 
ntire  Qovermnent,  which  has  prodoced  a  cor* 
responding  change  in  onr  political  condition. 
No  (816  can  deny  that  (MflSoe  al  every  ]und  is 
now  Bonght  wiut  exbwvdlnary  avioity,  and 
that  the  condition,  well  nndostood,  to  be  at- 
tached to  every  officer,  h^h  or  low,  is  indiscrim- 
inate support  of  exeeatire  measnres,  and  im- 
plicit ohediefioe  to  execntiTe  will.  For  these 
reasons,  rir,  I  am  for  arresting  the  fortber  prog- 
ress of  this  execntive  patronage,  if  we  can 
arrest  it.  I  am  for  staging  the  fhrther  contagion 
of  this  plagne. 

The  bill  proposes  two  measnres.  One  is  to 
alter  the  duration  of  certain  offices,  now  limited 
absolutely  to  four  years,  so  that  uie  limitation 
shall  be  qaalified  or  oonditionaL  If  the  officer 
b  in  default,  if  hia  aoaonnts  are  not  settled,  if 
he  retains  or  mi8q>pUea  the  poldio  money,  in- 
fyroMlim.  ia  to  be  given  ther»>f^  and  fherenpon 
Us  oonuni^n  is  to  cease.  Bnt  if  his  accounts 
are  all  regnlarly  settled,  if  he  collects  and  dis- 
horses  the  public  money  faitbfally,  then  he  is 
to  remain  in  office,  unless,  from  some  other 
cause,  the  President  sees  fit  to -  remove  him. 
This  is  the  provlfflon  of  the  bill.  It  applies 
only  to  certiun  enumerated  officers  who  may  be 
called  accounting  officers ;  that  Is  to  say,  officers 
who  rec^ve  and  disburse  the  public  money. 
Formerly  all  these  officers  held  thdr  jdaoee  at 
the  pleasure  of  the  President  If  he  saw  no 
Inst  cause  for  removing  them,  they  continued 
m  their  ritoations ;  no  fixed  period  b^ng  a^ 
ngned  for  the  expinvUon  of  th«r  oommisnons. 
Bnt  the  act  of  1820  limited  the  commis^ns  of 
these  officers  to  four  years.  At  the  aid  of  four 
years  they  wmt  ont  without  any  removal,  how- 
ever well  they  may  nave  conducted,  or  however 
nseM  to  the  public  their  farther  continuanoe 
in  office  might  i>e.  They  might  be  nominated 
again,  or  might  not ;  but  their  commissions 
expired. 

Now,  sir,  I  freely  admit  that  con^derable 
benefit  has  arisen  from  this  law.  I  agree  that 
it  has,  in  some  instances  secured  promptitude, 
diUgenee,  and  a  sense  (tf  re^tmstbility.  These 
vera  the  benefits  whicb  those  who  passed  the 
law,  ^>ected  fitau  it ;  and  these  beoBfita  have, 
in  some  measure,  bem  realized.  But  I  tMnk 
that  this  change  in  the  tenure  of  office,  together 
with  some  gwd,  has  brought  along  a  far  more 
than  equivalent  amoont  of  evil.  By  the  <^)era- 
tion  of  this  law,  the  President  can  deprive  a 
man  of  office  without  taking  the  responMbility 
of  removing  him.  The  law  itself  vacates  the 
office,  and  gives  the  means  of  rewarding  a  friend 
without  the  exercise  of  the  power  of  removal 
at  all*  Here  is  increased  power,  with  dimin- 
i^ied  reqpottribililj.  Here  ii  a  still  greater  de> 
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gtndence  for  the  means  of  living  on  executive 
vor,  and  of  course  a  new  dominion  acquired 
over  opinion  and  over  conduct  The  power  of 
removal  is,  or  at  least  formerly  was,  a  suspected 
and  odious  power.  Public  opiolou  would  not 
always  tolerate  it ;  and  still  less  frequently  did 
it  £^prove  it  Something  of  character,  some- 
thing of  the  respect  of  the  intelligent  and  patri- 
otic part  of  the  oixamnni^,  was  lost  by  every 
instance  of  its  nnneoessaiy  enroise.  Iliis  was 
stKue  restndnt.  Bnt  the  law  of  1880  to<^  it 
all  aw^.  It  vacated  offices  perioffioally  by  its 
own  operation,  and  thus  added  to  the  power 
of  removal,  whidi  it  left  still  existing  m  fioll 
force,  a  new  and  extraordinary  &dUU^  for  the 
extension  of  patronage,  influence,  and  fovorit- 
ism. 

I  would  ask  every  member  of  the  Senate  if 
he  does  not  perceive,  ddly,  effects  which  may 
be  fairly  traced  to  this  cause?  Does  be  not  see 
a  union  of  purpose,  a  devotion  to  power,  a  co- 
operation iu  action,  among  all  who  hold  office, 
quite  unknown  in  the  earlier  periods  of  the 
Qovermnent  t  Does  he  not  behold,  every  hour, 
a  stronger  development  of  the  principle  of 
penonaT  attachment,  and  a  cnresponding  dim- 
mution  oi  genuine  and  generous  pubUo  feeling  t 
Was  indlaonminate  so^wrt  of  measarea,  was 
unwavering  fealty,  was  regular  suit  and  snrioe^ 
ever  before  esteemed  mtih.  important  and  eesm- 
tial  parts  of  official  duty  f 

Sir,  the  theory  of  our  institutions  ia  plain : 
it  is,  that  Government  is  an  agency,  created  for 
tiie  good  of  the  people ;  and  that  every  person 
in  office  is  the  agent  and  servant  of  the  people. 
Offices  are  created,  not  for  the  benefit  of  those 
who  are  to  fill  them,  but  for  the  public  conven- 
ience ;  and  th^  ought  to  be  no  more  in  nnm* 
ber,  nor  shonid  hlfper  saUoiee  be  attached  to 
til^em,  than  the  public  servloe  requires.  This  is 
the  theory,  Bnt  the  difficnl^,  in  practice,  is 
to  prevent  a  direct  rerosal  oi  all  this ;  to  pre* 
vent  pnblio  offices  from  being  oonridered  aa 
intended  for  the  use  and  emclnment  of  those 
who  can  obtain  them.  There  is  a  headlrag 
tendenciy  to  this,  and  it  is  necessary  to  resti^ 
it  by  wise  and  effective  legation.  There  ia 
still  another,  and  perhaps  a  greatiy  more  mis- 
chievous result  from  extendve  patronage  in  the 
hands  of  a  single  magistrate,  and  to  which  I 
have  already  incidentally  alluded.  And  that 
is,  that  men  in  office  have  begun  to  think  them> 
selves  mere  agents  and  servants  ot  the  apptnii^ 
ing  power,  and  not  agents  of  the  Government 
or  the  country.  It  is,  in  an  especial  manner, 
important,  if  It  be  practioable,  to  apply  some 
corrective  to  this  kind  of  feeling  and  opinion. 
It  is  necessary  to  bring  back  public  officers  to 
the  conviction  that  th«r  belong  to  the  country, 
and  not  to  any  admlnutraticm,  nor  to  any  <me 
man. 

The  army  ia  the  army  of  the  country ;  the 
navy  is  the  navy  of  the  country;  neither  of 
them  is  either  the  mere  instrument  of  the  ed- 
nuuistration  for  the  time  b«ng,  or  of  bim  who 
is  at  the  head  of  it  The  Post  OiBoe,  the  Land 
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Office,  the  Chutom-hoase,  are,  in  like  manner, 
institatdons  of  the  oonnti^,  established  for  the 
good  of  the  people ;  and  it  maj  well  alarm  the 
fovers  of  free  iuistitiitions,  wluni  all  the  offices 
In  these  several  departments  are  spoken  o^  in 
high  places,  as  heing  hat  "  spoils  of  Tiotory," 
to  be  emoyed  hr  those  who  are  saooessM  in  a 
contest.  In  which  they  profess  this  granting  cS 
the  spmls  to  have  been  the  olject  of  tnelr  ef- 
forts. 

TUs  part  of  tiie  bDl,  therefore,  or,  is  a  snb- 
ject  for  fair  oomparisoo.  We  have  gained 
somethioc,  donbtlees,  hj  limiting  the  oonunis- 
slons  of  these  officers  to  four  years.  But  have 
we  g^ned  as  mnoh  aswehave  losti  And  may 
not  the  good  he  preserved,  and  the  eril  still 
avoided  ?  Is  it  not  enoogn  to  say,  that  it,  at 
the  end  of  foor  years,  moneys  are  retained,  ac- 
oonnts  nnsettied,  or  other  dnties  nnperformed, 
the  office  shall  be  held  to  be  vacated,  without 
any  poutive  act  of  rempval  ? 

for  one,  I  think  the  balance  of  advantage  is 
deoidedlT  m  &Tor  of  tiie  wesent  bill.  I  timnk 
it  wfll  make  men  more  dependent  i^Kin  th^ 
own  good  ooodoot,  and  less  decadent  on  the 
will  of  others.  I  bdiere  it  will  cause  them  to 
rc^nrd  thdr  coontrr  more,  their  own  duty  more, 
the&vorof  individut^Iess.  I  think  it  will 
contribute  to  official  respectability,  to  freedom 
of  opinion,  to  independence  of  character ;  and  I 
thiac  it  will  tend,  in  no  small  d^ree,  to  prevent 
the  mixture  of  semsh  and  personal  motives  with 
iho  exercise  of  high  political  duties.  It  will 
promote  true  uid  genuine  republicauiun,  by 
caunng  the  opinion  of  the  people,  respecting  the 
measnres  of  Government  and  tuemen  in  Goven- 
maA,  to  be  fiHined  and  expreaaed  withont  fear 
or  &vor,  and  witii  a  more  entire  regard  to 
their  tme  and  real  m«its  or  demerits.  It  will 
be,  so  &r  as  its  effects  reach,  an  auxiliary  to 
p^riotism  and  public  virtue,  in  their  wamre 
against  selfishness  and  cupidity. 

The  aeoond  check  on  executive  patronage, 
oont^ed  in  this  bill,  is  of  still  greater  impor- 
tance than  the  first  This  provision  is,  tiiat, 
whenever  the  Frendent  removes  any  of  tiiese 
officers  from  office,  he  shall  state  to  uw  Senate 
the  reasons  for  such  removal. 

This  part  of  the  hill  has  been  opposed,  both 
on  constitntional  grounds,  and  on  grounds  of 
enMdUenqy. 

The  Ull,  it  is  to  be  observed,  expressly  reoog- 
niies  and  admits  the  actual  existenoe  of  the 
power  of  removal.  I  do  not  mean  to  dei^,  and 
the  hill  does  not  deny,  that,  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, the  President  may  remove  theee  officers 
at  will,  because  the  early  decision  adopted  that 
construction,  and  the  laws  have  since,  imiEnm- 
ly,  sanctioned  it 

The  law  of  1830,  intended  to  be  repealed  by 
this  bill,  expressly  affirms  the  power.  I  con- 
sider it,  ther^ore,  a  settled  point;  settled  by 
oonBtructaon,  settled  by  precedent,  settled  by 
the  practice  of  the  Government,  and  settled  by 
^tute.  At  the  same  time,  I  am  very  willing 
to  say  that,  after  considering  the  question  again 
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and  again,  within  the  last  ax  years,  in  my  de- 
liberate Judgment,  the  original  decimon  was 
wrong.  I  cannot  but  think  that  those  who 
denied  the  power,  in  1789,  had  the  best  oi  the 
argument ;  and  yet,  I  will  not  say  that  X  know 
myself  so  thorooghly  as  to  affirm  that  this  opin- 
ion may  not  have  b^  produced,  in  some  meaa- 
ure,  by  that  aboseof  the  power  wlueh  has  beea 
passing  bef^onr«yes  for  several  yean.  Itis 
posribfo,  that  this  experienoe  ct  the  evil  may 
haTo  affiMted  my  -view  of  ' the  ooostitntional 
argummt  It  ^peara  to  me^  howevw,  aftw 
thorough,  and  repeated,  and  oonsoientions  ex- 
amination, that  an  erroneous  interpretattoi 
was  pvea  to  the  constitntiou,  in  this  respeoty 
by  the  decision  of  the  first  Oongrta. 

Kr.  President,  without  pursuing  the  disons- 
eion  ftirther,  I  will  detain  uie  Senate  only  while 
I  rea^i  tulate  the  opinions  which  I  have  exprees- 
ed ;  because  I  am  fiu*  less  desirous  of  innueno* 
ing  the  judgment  of  others,  than  of  maldng 
dear  tiie  grounds  of  my  own  judgment 

I  tUnk,  than,  air,  that  the  power  <tf  mtdnb> 
ment  natorally  and  neoeasarily  inctodea  the 
power  of  removal,  where  no  limitation  is  ex- 
nreesed,  nor  any  tenure  but  that  at  will  declared, 
llie  power  of  ^pointment  being  conferred  on 
the  Freadent  ana  Senate,  I  think  the  power  of 
removal  went  along  with  it,  and  should  have 
been  regarded  as  apart  of  it,  and  exercised  by 
the  same  hands,  t  think,  consequentiy,  that 
the  decision  of  1789,  which  implied  a  power  of 
removal  separate  from  the  appointing  power, 
was  erroneous. 

But  I  think  the  decinon  of  1789  has  been 
establi^ed  by  practice,  and  reoognimd  by  sab- 
seqnent  laws,  as  the  settled  cmutmotiiHi  <tf  tho 
ocmsljtation ;  andthatitisoivdutytoactnpoa 
oase  aooordingly,  for  the  present,  without 
admitting  that  Oongress  may  not  hereafter,  if 
neceuity  dull  require  it,  reverse  the  dedriwk 
of  1789.  I  think  the  Legielattiro  possesses  the 
power  of  regulating  the  condition,  duration, 
qualification,  and  tennre  of  office,  in  all  cases 
where  the  constitution  haa  made  no  expceaa 
proviriou  on  the  sntject 

I  am,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  it  is  competent 
for  Congress  to  declare  by  law,  as  one  qoalifloa* 
tion  of  tiie  tenure  of  office,  that  the  incumbent 
shall  remun  in  place  tall  the  Frendent  shall 
remove  him,  for  reaams  to  be  stated  to  the 
Senate.  And  I  am  of  qm^tm  that  thla  qoalifloa* 
tiOD,  ndld  sdA  gentle  as  it  is,  will  have  Mmw 
effbet  in  arresting  the  evils  which  beset  the  prog- 
real  of  the  Government  and  seriously  threaten 
its  ftature  prosperity. 

These  are  tne  reasons  for  which  I  ^ve  my 
sapport  to  this  biU. 

Mr,  WRieHT  aud  he  had  hoped  that  some  one 
of  the  individuals  who  had  been  so  emphatically 
called  upon  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Kentndqr,  (Ur.  Olat,)  on  a  former  day,  as  the 
leaders  of  the  administration  party,  would  have 
come  forward  in  the  debate  then  pending,  and 
thus  have  saved  htm  the  tronble  of  addnasiDg 
the  Senate.  Bat|  aa  no  toioh  individqal  a^tear* 
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ed,  and  as  the  VSSt  was  abont  to  be  reported,  Le 
fait  boDnd  to  f^ve  hia  humble  Toice  against  it, 
before  it  proceeded  faitbsr. 

His  otgeot  was  to  repel  an  implioatdon  which 
might  attend  the  passage  at  this  bill,  and  for 
that  purpose  to  refer  to  such  portions  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  as.  appeared  to  him  to 
relate  to  the  provisions  of  the  bill  itself,  and  the 
considerations  involved  in  ttie  legislation  pro- 
posed. He  ^d  not  intend  to  notice,  upon  this 
occasion,  any  other  parte  of  the  report  thui 
those  which  treated  of  the  patrona^  of  the 
Xlzecntive,  growing  ont  of  his  connection  with, 
and  infinence  over,  persons  dependent  upon,  and 
receiving  their  sopport  from,  the  Government. 
The  bill  under  consideration  was  all  the  l^slaF 
tion  proposed  hj  the  committee,  in  reference  to 
this  part  of  the  ezeontive  patronage ;  and  he 
must  suppose  that  so  much  of  the  report  as  dis- 
oossed  uiiB  p<^t  was  the  le^thnate  subject  of 
oomment  in  connection  with  the  bill. 

Mr.  W.  siud  he  mnst  be  permitted  to  remark, 
before  he  proceeded,  that  he  bad  been  wholly 
nnable  to  feel  or  discover  the  necessity  for  the 
sombre  and  alarming  picture  of  danger  to  our 
happy  form  of  Government  which  the  commit- 
tee had  thought  it  their  dnty  to  present.  He 
could  not  fed  that  the  safety  or  perpetuity  of 
our  insdtntioDS  was  peonliarly  threatened  at 
the  present,  more  than  at  any  former  pniod  of 
oar  nistory.  On  the  ccmfa'ary,  he  had  stqmosed 
he  could  JnsUy  f^oitate  the  Senate  and  the 
ooimtry  upon  the  fact,  whioh  he  had  npected 
wonld  have  been  admitted  by  all,  Uiat  onr  con- 
dition was  rapidly  improving.  No  man  in 
these  seats  had  foi^tten  the  picture  ,  drawn  to 
onr  imaginations  twelve  months  since;  a  picture 
which  not  only  i^ooked  us,  but  shocked  this 
whole  widely-extended  country  to  a  degree 
never  before  witnessed  in  the  period  of  his 
recollection.  Then,  however,  executive  patron- 
age was  not  the  danger,  bat  ezecntive  usurpa- 
wn.  The  sword  and  the  purse  of  the  nation 
were  in  one  hand,  aid  onr  Ubertjes  were  abont 
to  be  cloven  down.  The  fraotnred  and  broken 
pillars  of  the  o(mstitat^on  were  scattered  before 
ns,  to  display  the  ruin  whioh  had  been  made, 
said  to  warn  us  of  the  danger  which  impended. 

That  time  and  that  danger  had  gone  by.  A 
distinct  issue  was  formed  and  submitted  to  the 
sober  ^d  intelligent  sense  of  the  American 
people,  and  their  decision  had  put  an  end  to  the 
agitation.  Executive  patronage  was  then  a 
consideration  too  trifling  to  have  a  place  in  the 
leading  disousMons.  Some  mention  of  an  army 
of  forty  thousand  office-holders  night  have  been 
made^  but  they  were  incidental  and  nuimportaat. 
UsDrpatim  was  the  order  of  the  d^r,  and  tyr- 
anny and  despotism  were  upon  ns.  ICr.  w. 
said  he  snpposed  he  might  oongratnlate  every 
patriot  and  lover  of  his  eountiy  that  this  great 
danger  had  beei  passed,  "ini.  its  horrible  evils 
averted,  by  the  single  and  silent  operatiim  of  an 
election ;  and  he  had  hoped  that  increased  con- 
fidence In  the  aaUiby  and  dnnlnfity  of  onr  insti- 
totioDS  woold  have  fbllowed  this  grttt^ing 


experience.  How  different  was  the  fact  1  He 
now  found,  in  the  rei>ort  of  the  committee  he- 
fore  him,  abundant  evidence— if  the  sad  imapn- 
ings  of  the  committee  were  facts — 'that  we 

were  much  nearer  final  min  than  at  the  period 
to  whioh  he  had  alluded.  Now,  nsurpations  by 
the  Ezecntive  had  ceased  to  be  dangerous,  but 
the  great  patronage  in  the  hands  of  the  Presi- 
dent was  fiist  driving  this  fine  ^p  of  state 
npon  the  rocks,  and  imminently  threatening  the 
only  free  Government  in  the  world  with  utter 
and  irretrievable  ruin. 

Under  this  renewed  attempt  to  excite  alarm 
and  appr^ension  in  the  minds  of 'the  peaceful 
citizens  of  the  oonntry,  he  felt  it  to  lie  hia 
imperative  duty  to  proclaim  an  entire  absenoe 
of  the  threatened  dangers.  The  country  was 
sound,  and  beaUhfol,  and  prospwons,  and 
h^ipy,  and  the  patronage  of  the  Executive  was 
not  to  corrupt  its  morals^  endanger  its  peace,  or 
destroy  its  hberties.  The  mistuce  of  the  com- 
mittee had  proceeded  from  the  assumption  of 
premises  wholly  erroneons,  and  the  consequent 
deduction  of  nnfounded  condurions. 

Hr.  W.  sfud  he  wonld  proceed  to  show  this 
by  a  partial  analysis  of  their  principal  fact,  and 
by  an  exposition  of  the  fallacious  conclusions 
drawn  from  it.  Tliey  state  that  the  number  of 
persons  dependent  npon  the  Government  for 
support  is  (me  hnndnd  thousand  and  seventh- 
nine,  and  they  aasome  that  all  such  persons  are 
"supple  instalments  of  power."  This  great 
number  of  persons,  thus  exhibited  and  thus 
charaoterizeoL  was  calculated  to  startie  the 
mind.  It  had  shootced  him  when  he  first  heard 
the  report  read  at  the  Secretary's  table.  He 
had  h^^rd  mnch  said,  during  the  last  year,  both 
at  home  and  here,  by  the  opponents  of  the 
administration,  of  the  danger  to  the  country 
from  an  army  of  forty  thousand  office-holders, 
hut  hia  fears  had  not  been  excited,  and  he  had 
never  attempted  to  examine  the  compontion  of 
the  corps.  When,  however^  he  found  the 
number  swdled  by  the  report  of  the  oommittea 
to  more  than  one  hundred  thousand,  he  ftlt 
impelled  to  inquire  who  were  these  hundred 
thonsand  men  paid  by  this  free  Government 
that  they  might  wield  publio  opinion  to  its 
destruction.  Be  had  made  the  inquiry,  and  to 
exhibit  the  results  to  the  Senate  and  ue  ooun- 
tT7,  and  thus  to  repel  the  alarming  implication 
of  danger  to  our  institutions  which  might  other- 
wise arisefrxmiooraction  upon  this  bill,  was  the 
principal  object  he  had  in  view  upon  the  present 
occasion. 

First,  then,  he  found  the  whole  army,  officers, 
soldiers,  waters,  and  dependants,  Inoinded  in 
the  list  And  are  the  soldiers  of  onr  little  army, 
sdd  "itr^  W.,  to  be  held  up  to  the  country  as  a 
body  of  men  wielding  its  public  opinion,  and 
directing  it  to  the  destruction  of  onr  Institn* 
tions  ?  Are  they  to  be  pointed  at  as  objects 
of  jealousy  and  apprehension  ?  Where  are  they, 
Mr.  President }  Almost  the  whole  body  of  them 
pushed  )}eyond  the  line  of  settiement  upon  your 
mmtier,  and  there  itatlcHud,  the  oompani<His  (tf 
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the  wild  Indiaa  only,  to  defend  yonr  citizeiu 
from  the  tomahawk  and  scalping  knife.  Are 
tiiej,  thus  located,  the  body  of  men  who  are 
to  bring  this  happy  Government  to  a  speedy 
termination  t  No,  sir,  they  will  defend  it  with 
their  lires,  bnt  never  will  endanger  it  by  their 
induence  over  pablio  opinion.  The  officers  of 
the  anny  are  also  embraced  in  this  class.  They, 
nr,  are  office-holders,  bat  are  they  formidable 
to  the  country?  Are  those  brave  men  who 
bore  the  arms  ot  the  ooontry,  dnring  the  late 
war,  against  the  most  formidable  enemy  in  the 
world,  and  bore  them  saccessfoUy,  trimnphantly, 
victorioosly,  are  they  to  destroy  this  Govern- 
ment! Are  they  to  be  goarded  agunst  as 
*'  sapple  inatmments  of  power,"  as  "  subservient 
partisans,  ready  for  every  service,  however  base 
and  cormpt ) "  Hr.  PreaidenL  said  Ur, 
they  merit  not  the  sentence.  Where  are  they  ? 
Shot  up  in  yonr  fortifications  and  military  posts, 
performing  their  doll  and  uninteresting  round 
of  official  duty,  or  ordered  beyond  yoor  frontier 
and  deprived  <h  the  benefits  of  oivimed  aodetgr, 
to  protect  th^  fenow-^ticena  from  raione  and 
plander.  Thus  situated,  are  they  to  be  held 
up  to  us  as  ol^ectB  of  alarm  t  Are  our  Jealouaes 
to  be  directed  against  them,  as  the  persons 
likeJy  to  work  out  the  fiill  ruin  of  their  country  t 
Sir,  the  committee  have  made  an  egregious 
mistake  as  to  these  brave  and  patriotic  officers. 
They  will  not  destroy,  but  d^end  the  Republic. 
Who  has  seen  them  mingling  imiHt)perly  in  the 
political  strifes  of  the  day,  or  attamptiug  unduly 
to  influence  public  opinion!  3£r.  W.  said  he 
had  never  witnessed  such  an  instance  of  im- 

e roper  conduct  in  an  officer  of  the  army,  and 
e  was  yet  to  learn  that  such  instances  had 
been  witnessed  b^  others.  Bat  another  lai^ 
enumeration  of  aticens  ^ded  to  complBte  tms 
dividon  of  the  dangerous  corps  of  more  than 
one  hundred  thousand.  AO  ^e  ooutraotora, 
workmen,  and  laborers,  npon  our  public,  works 
in  the  charge  of  the  War  Department,  such  as 
fortifications,  rivers,  canals,  roads,  harbors,  and 
all  the  other  works  of  a  similar  description  in 
construction  at  the  expense  of  the  Government, 
were  counted  to  make  up  this  formidable  num- 
ber of  "  supple  instruments  of  power."  Yes, 
Kr.  President,  sud  Mr.  W.,  the  humble  carrier 
of  the  hod  npon  one  of  your  batteries,  who  toils 
on  for  his  daihr  allowance  of  a  few  shillings, 
unconscious  <rf  his  agency,  is  one  of  the  number 
of  indlTiduali  whom  the  oommittee  sappoM 
material  and  dangerous  agents  in  the  wcnfc  ot 
ruin  to  the  most  free  and  happy  Goruiunent 
upon  the  earth.  Each  laborer  <n  this  desorip* 
tun  is  held  to  be  a  "supple  instrument  of 
power,"  a anbserrient partisan,  "ready  for  every 
senrice,  however  base  and  corrupt"  Sir,  tell 
this  to  the  mat  body  of  the  yeomanry  of  this 
country,  and  what  will  they  say  of  this  danger  ? 
They  will  smile  at  the  credulity  of  the  conmiit- 
tee,  and  say  they  are  mistaken  in  their  ^pre- 
hennons.  This  closes  the  first  class  of  the 
great  catalogue,  oondsting  of  sixteen  thousand 
aevoi  hundred  and  twenly-two  individuals. 


2d.  ILr.  W.  said  he  found  the  whole  najj, 
including  the  marine  corps,  andcompreliendinff 
altogether  eight  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-four  uuUnduaLs.  Here,agun,waBaclaa8 
of  men  whom  he  had  not  been  taught  to  con- 
sider "  supple  instruments  of  power,"  "  snbser- 
vient  partisans^  v^^dy  Ibr  eveiy  service^  how- 
ever base  and  oorntpt."  Sir,  said  are  the 
gallant  tan  who  bear  the  flag  of  our  oountry 
proudly  and  triumphantly  upon  every  sea,  aaa 
to  ev«7  comer  of  the  ^obe.  the  mere  "  8tq>ple 
instruments  of  power  ?  "  Are  the  brave  utd 
fearless  officers  who  command  them  "  subser- 
vient partisans,  ready  for  every  service,  how- 
ever base  and  corrupti "  Is  such  the  character 
of  the  officers  of  the  American  navy,  and  are 
they,  at  this  momeut,  to  be  thus  chuactuized 
to  the  American  peoi^e^  and  to  the  world  t 
Not,  said  Ur.  W.,  by  me.  They  deserve  not 
the  character,  in  ray  judgment,  and  they  shall 
not  receive  it  with  my  assent.  Does  any  man 
bdieve,  does  the  honoraUe  ocmimittee  beUeva, 
that,  in  oonseqnenceof  the  modente  ommnaap 
tiom  which  tiNse  brave  and  high-mindea  and 
pstriotio  dtiaens  reodve  for  the  derotifHi  d 
their  lives  to  the  putdie  SBrvio&  they  are  iffosti- 
tnted  to  the  exeenUve  will,  and  rea^  to  do  his 
bidding,  to  the  injury  fmd  destmcti(Mi  of  the 
liberties  of  their  country  f  Do  they  believe  that 
no  higher  and  purer  motive  than  subsurittioy 
to  exeoative  power  has  led  Uiem  on  to  the  noble 
aohievementa  they  have  accomplished  t  If  saoh 
be  the  opinions  of  the  committee,  they  do  the 
officers  and  seamen  of  our  gallant  navy  great 
injustice.  It  is  agmnst  the  enemies  of  tfa^ 
oountry,  not  against  their  oouatjy,  that  tb^ 
war,  and  war  suocesafnlly ;  ud  long,  long  will 
thelibertieeof  our  h^py  BepebUc  be  piouorTed, 
if  they  are  only  to  meet  thnr  desbvmon  from 
the  hwda  of  the  Amo^can  navy.  Bnt,  dr,  tlua 
class  is  not  wholly  ocHuposed  of  the  officers,  and 
sailors^  and  acSdiers,  attached  to  the  navy  aod 
marine  corps.  Evny  person  employed  in  and 
about  yoor  navy  yards  and  ship  yards  is  in- 
cluded in  the  enumeration.  The  humble  individ- 
ual who  rolls  the  wheelbarrow  and  handles  the 
cart,  or  drives  the  oxen,  at  these  places,  is 
manufiediato  a  man  dangerous  to  our  liberties, 
holding  a  fearful 


control  over  pnblic  opinion,  a 
'  supple  instrument  of  power,"  "  ready  for^an^ 


service,  however  base'  and  oorrupt."  Boch 
dangers,  saUl  Hr.  W.,  will  never  deitraj  this 
B^nbUis. 

8d.  The  whole  roll  of  nmbaHaaaiy  poidon- 
ers,  thlrtgr-d^t  tiumsand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-dx  in  number.  This  class,  Mr.  W.  s^d, 
snipnsed  Urn  mwdi  more  than  the  fonaer. 
The  departing  shades  of  the  revolutionary  army 
Tvere  presented  to  us  as  abont  to  become  the 
instruments  in  the  destruotiim  of  our  liberties. 
Those  venerable  men,  whose  earliest,  and  great- 
est, and  richest  efforts  had  be«i  devoted  to  the 
erection  of  this  beautdfbl  and  noble  temple  (tf 
<^vil  liberty,  were  now,  for  the  pitiful  compen- 
sation of  fB  per  BKmth.  to  become  the  "  sa|^ 
InstmuMaBts  of  powei^"  to  use        eflbrls  te 
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onrthroir  the  fabrio  cemented  with  their  yoath- 
fal  blood,  and  to  draw  its  mighty  ruins  down 
npon  their  own  heads  at  the  last  moment  of 
their  earthlj  existence.  Would  it  be  belloTed 
thtt  tiiis  remnant  of  a  noble  race  had  been  thns 
cormpted  by  snch  a  boanty !  No,  said  M>.  W., 
they  deserve  not  ench  a  judgment  at  our  huids. 
But,  instmments  of  the  Exeontlrel  How? 
What  has  the  £xeoative  to  do  with  the  pay- 
ment of  pen^oners  t  Ibey  derive  their  daims 
from  the  aeta  of  Oongress,  not  from  the  will  and 
pleaanre  of  the  Executive ;  and  if  they  make 
the  proof  reqmaite,  the  right  is  perfoot.  The 
President  can  neither  place  them  upon  the  roll 
without  the  proof^  nor  debar  them  from  it  when 
the  proof  is  made.  His  only  interferenoe  with 
tiie  snbjeot  is  his  approbation  of  the  laws,  as  he 
approves  other  laws  passed  by  Congress.  As 
well,  therefore,  might  all  the  private  claimants, 
for  whose  benefit  laws  have  been  passed,  be 
hunted  from  the  statnte  books  and  added  to  the 
list  of  "  supple  instruments  of  power,"  as  these 
venerable  pensioners  of  the  Kevolntion. 

4tii.  Mr.  W.  sud  he  now  came  to  a  class 
of  office-bidders  and  *^mipple  instnunents  of 

£>wer,"  not  kas  extraor^nary  than  any  of  the 
rmer.  It  omdsted  of  all  tiie  depnty  post- 
maatera  fhronghont  the  oonntry,  all  the  mt&l 
contractors,  mail  carriers,  stage  ^vers,  and  all 
others  employed  in  the  transportation  of  the 
mail  of  the  United  States.  The  number  was 
riven  in  the  report  at  thirty-one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  tiiirty-seven  individnals.  Here 
was  a  class  of  men,  with  several  of  whom  every 
ciUzen  of  the  oonntry  must  be  personally  ac- 
quainted. He  appealed,  then,  fearlessly,  and 
CQpfidenUy,  to  the  people  of  the  oonntry,  forthe 
degree  of  danger  to  public  liberty  to  be  cfipre- 
bended  from  this  dass  of  dependants  npon  the 
paUio  patronage.  Wbo  did  not  know  uiat  tbe 
postmasters  and  mail  oontraotors  of  the  country 
were  of  all  parties  in  politics,  and  of  every 
deecriptionofsentimentandfediDgastomenaud 
measures  I  Who,  in  these  seats,  did  not  know 
that  the  great  mass  of  tbem  were  men  of  respeot- 
abiUty,  int^rity,  and  faithAilnees,  and  worthy 
of  the  trusts  confided  to  them  ?  Who,  hereto- 
fore, had  feared  the  influence  of  these  men  upon 
tbe  public  opinion  of  the  dectOTS  of  the  country  f 
Who,  until  this  day.  had  im^ined  that 
driver  of  a  mail  coaon  would  injnrioosly  infln- 
ence  the  ojonicHU  of  tbe  passengers  who  might 
chance  to  ride  in  hia  oarriaffet  In  this  great 
mass  of  in^vidoals  there  uught  be  men  un- 
worthy of  tmst:  it  would  be  BtraBg»if  it  were 
not  io ;  but  did  ai^  man  erer  dreun  fliat  tbey 
were  so  numerous  as  to  endanger  our  Govern- 
ment, or  that  the  merry  holder  of  the  reins  and 
whip  of  the  vehicle  which  transpwts  the  maH 
over  our  pnblio  highways,  was  a  "  anpple  in- 
strument of  power,"  a  snbservient  partisan, 
"ready  for  every  servioa,  however  base  and 
corrupt,"  because  his  monthly  wages  were  paid 
to  him  by  a  mail  contractor?  Did  any  man 
ever  permit  himself  to  believe  that  the  electicms 
d  tbs  States  were  otrnteolied  hj  snoh  ment 
V0L.XIL— 8» 


[Sebum. 

No,  s^d  Mr.  W.,  the  idea  is  mistaken ;  and  tbe 
honorable  committee  have  yielded  thenudves 
to  fears  which  have  no  foundation,  and  to 
prophecies  of  evil  which  will  not  be  realized. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  referred  to  the  assumption 
found  in  the  report,  that  offices  are  bestowed 
"  as  rewards  for  partisan  service,  withont  respect 
to  merit."  This  broad  charge  appears  npon 
the  face  of  this  paper  wholly  nnsnpported  by 
proo^  or  by  an  attempt  at  proof,  agamst  whom ! 
Agunst  a  CMei  Magistrate  elect^  by  the  peo- 
ple ;  and,  after  an  exercise  of  the  q)pointinff 
powo*  tor  the  term  of  four  years,  ag^  re-elected 
by  a  much  stronger  expresuon  of  the  pnbUc  ap- 
probation than  that  iniioh  first  elected  him  to 
the  presidency.  How,  then,  does  this  assump- 
tion oomijort  with  the  respect  we  owe  to  tbe 
popular  will  f  To  the  judgment  and  intelligence 
of  those  we  represent  here  ?  To  tiie  free  and 
intelligent  people  of  this  free  country?  But 
how,  sedd  Hr.  W.,  are  these  office-holders 
selected  by  the  Chief  Magistrate?  Upon  the 
petitions  and  recommendations  of  the  people 
themselves ;  npon  certificates  of  character,  re- 
spectability, and  wcnrth,  made  by  those  who  are 
tne  neighbors  and  fHenda  (rf  the  candidate,  and 
know  hun  personally  and  intimatdy ;  and  moit 
usually  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  repre- 
sentatives here  of  the  person  appointed.  Are 
we  then  to  asstone  that  offices  are  "  bestowed 
as  rewards  forpartisan  services,  withont  respect 
to  merit  ? "  Tne  people  ask,  the  representative 
recommends,  and  the  office  is  conferred,  and 
who  ^all  say  that  it  is  done  "  without  respect 
to  merit  ? "  Sorely  this  committee  will  not  be 
sustained,  in  making  the  assertion,  by  that  people 
whose  will  is  followed  in  the  appointments 
made,  when  the  assertira  rests  upon  itself  alone, 
witbout  an  effort  to  support  it  by  evidence.  It 
is,  Mr.  President,  said  Mr.  W.,  another  of  thoeo 
mistakes  into  wbioh  tbe  gloomy  imaginationa 
<^  the  wnnmittee  seem  too  frequ^tiy  to  have 
led  them.  These  assumptions,  as  erroneous  as 
they  are  unfounded,  in  bis  judgment,  appeared 
to  him  to  c(Hi8titute  the  reasons  offered  by  the 
committee  for  the  presentation  of  the  bill  now 
before  the  Senate.  The  abuses  existing  in  the 
minds  of  the  committee  were  those  which  had 
been  examined,  and  the  bill  purported  to  provide 
for  tlunr  correction  fbr  the  future. 


TmsDAT,  February  17- 

J'ublie  PHnUtig — lU  increeuing  expetm  and 
party  object*— IfaUotuU  Frintiag  Q^m  prO' 

potea. 

The  resolution  offered  ye^rday,  appointing 
Thursday  next  to  go  into  the  election  of  a 
printer,  being  before  tbe  Senate — 

Mr.  Bektoh  sfud:  The  committee  of  1819 
had  reported  three  distinct  modes  of  executing 
the  printing.  Tbe  first  mode  was  tbe  same  as 
had  been  practised  onder  the  joint  resolution  of 
181&,  by  which  the  Secretan^  of  the  Seoi^ 
and  the  CSeA  of  the  Hoom  «  Bepreaent^vei^ 
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had  l^e  work  exeoated  by  eontraot  The 
feoond  mode  repOTted  was  hj  a  national  print- 
ing office,  wiui  a  bindery  and  atationerjr 
attached,  which  ehonld  exeonte  the  work  of 
Congress  during  their  sessioiu,  and  the  work  of 
all  the  executive  departments  daring  the  reoess. 
[Here  Kr.  B,  read  the  estimates  made  hy  the 
ooQuoittee  of  181S  of  the  expenses  of  the  Gov- 
emment  for  printing,  binding,  and  etatioDery.] 
The  oommittee  were  of  the  (pinion  that  sneh  a 
national  establishment,  nnder  the  management 
of  a  Gompetent,  active,  and  rari^t  man,  would 
Mcare  more  pnmiptttada,  aiufbimit7,  a  better 
■^le  of  work;  and,  in  connection  with  the 
Inndery  and  stationer;',  would  be  the  most 
eoonomical.  But  tiie  comnuttee  had  refrained 
from  submitting  a  pr(q>osition  in  oonfonntty 
with  the  su^restion,  on  acoonnt  of  the  novelty 
ctf  it,  of  the  late  period  of  tiie  sesnon,  and  of 
the  diflcusaion  to  which  it  must  inevitably  lead. 
The  third  mode,  and  that  which,  under  all  the 
eirotunstanoes,  the  committee  had  recommend- 
ed, waa  the  joint  reatdation  prescribing  a  tariff 
of  prioea  for  the  printing,  to  continue  in  force 
fi>r  two  yean  only.  Be  had  read  the  joint 
resolntion  and  report  for  the  porpoee  <^  ro- 
minding  the  Senate  or  the  come  tokea  by  Uie 
oommittee  of  1810,  and  al  the  oharaoter  of  the 
resolution  out  of  which  had  sprung  the  loose 
and  illegal  practice  of  electing  a  printer  fm:  the 
nut  Congress,  and  the  continoation  of  t^e  tariff 
of  prioes  fixed  in  1819,  notwithstanding  any 
cluuigea  which  might  have  taken  place  since 
tliat  period. 

Hr.  Pbxston  rose  to  say  a  word.  He  ex- 
pressed his  entire  willingness  in  regard  to  the 
printing  of  the  Senate,  or  any  other  subject 
oonoerning  which  a  charge  of  extravagance  had 
"been  made,  to  go  into  an  investigation  in  the 
Bl^ritof  reft>nn  and  retrenchment.  He  would 
be  willing  toast  with  nj  onundttee  in  the  ex- 
■mination  of  radi  a  idiarge,  vhetiier  it  had 
reforuioe  to  1^  general  printmg  of  tiie  Saute 
or  the  particular  conduct  of  the  printer.  There 
was  one  portion  of  the  Senate  which  was 
inoliued  to  check  the  growth  of  executive 
patronage,  and  another  portion  which  seemed 
to  be  zealous  to  onrb  what  they  deemed  l^s- 
lative  and  senatorial  extravagance.  By  a 
mutual  indulgence  of  each  other's  wishes  on 
these  points,  and  by  conceding  to  each  other 
a  littie,  a  great  deal  of  gopd  might  result  to  the 
country.  But  he  did  not  think  that,  in  looking 
into  the  expense  of  the  printing,  we  ought  to 
confine  ourselves  to  this  or  the  ouier  branch  o! 
the  Legislature,  bat  that  we  shotdd  also  look  to 
the  printing  of  the  ezecntive  departments.  If 
it  was  conjectured  that  the  printing  of  the  two 
Houses  had  increased  so  much  within  the  last 
few  years,  it  was  not  to  be  doubted  that  the 
printing  of  the  execntivo  branch  had  increased 
still  more.  Since  the  year  1819  the  expenses 
of  alt  the  Departments  had  gone  on  in  about  the 
same  ratio  of  increase.  Whatever  difference  of 
opinion  might  exiat  as  to  matters  of  detul,  it 
V&8  generuly  admitted  that  thne  had  been  a 


considerable  increase  of  the  tuinting.  While 
this  waa  not  tiie  less  to  be  deplored,  it  moat 
diminish  the  surprise  of  gen tl  emeu  at  the  facta 
stated  by  the  Senator  from  MissoarL 

Mr.  Out  rose,  and  sud  that  he  could  not 
o<mcur  exactly  with  the  Senator  from  Sooth 
Carolina,  in  all  which  bad  fallen  from  him  in. 
reference  to  the  charge  of  extravagance  of 
printing.  It  was  possible  that  there  had  been 
some  inoreaae  in  toe  printiiig  of  OoDgren ;  he 
was  indiaed  to  think  that  tiun  had  boaa  aa 
inoreaae,  and  prol»Uy  a  c(Hu4d€raUft  oaa, 
within  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years.  But  it 
was  the  canae  of  thia  extravagance  of  printing, 
respecting  which  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina had  omitted  some  remarka  which  should 
have  accompanied  his  statements.  And  what 
was  this  cause?  The  increase  which  had  taken 
I^ace  was  attributable  to  the  abuses  of  the 
adminiBtxation.  That  was  the  cause,  and  it 
ought  not  to  surprise  any  one  that  the  friends 
of  the  administriUionshoald  get  up  and  oppose 
any  printing  which  was  calculated  to  disBemi- 
nata  the  knowledge  <tf  these  abuses  among  the 
people.  The  less  the  printing  tiiat  waa  done, 
so  mooh  the  better  for  them.  Of  the  report 
last  year,  eonoevning  the  Goieral  ^wt  Office^ 
there  had  been  printed  by  the  Senate  80,000 
copies;  bnt  the  honorable  Senator  from  New 
York,  he  feared,  had  suffered  his  ^uotoof  these 
reports  to  remain  in  his  office.  There  bad  been 
pnnted  IbO,000  of  these  reporta  here,  and  C0,000 
by  the  House  of  Bepresentativea.  That  was  the 
cause  of  the  great  mass  of  printing;  and  the 
mlsfortnne  was  that  the  incroased  printing 
could  not  keep  up  with  the  increased  abuses. 

lii.  O.  moved  to  lay  the  motion  on  the  taVe. 
An^ed  to. 

Mr.  pBBBiov  gave  notice  that  he  would 
move^  <m  Thursday  next,  to  take  np  the  reacdn- 
tinn. 

Ibr,  ^XTOH  gave  notice  that^  befive  the  day 
named,  he  woi^  ask  the  Senate  toomwdarhu 
joint  resolution  to  repeal  the  joint  resolution  of 
1819.  He  thai  moved  that  the  report  of  the 
cimmdtteeof  1819  be  reprinted, and  themotiui 
waa  agreed  to. 

ExectiU'ce  Patjvnoffg. 

The  bill  to  repeal  the  first  two  sections  o(  the 
act  of  1820,  commonly  called  the  four  years* 
law,  came  up  on  its  final  passage,  the  question 
being  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  to  repeal  the 
first  and  second  sections  of  the  act  to  hmit  the 
teima  of  office  of  certain  officera  therein  named. 

Ur.  BuoHANAv:  The  preaeDt  bill  presatts  a 
most  important  question  concerning  oar  funda- 
mental mstitatioas.  It  attacks  a  eonatraotion 
of  the  constitution  of  the  tJnited  States  which 
had  been  considered  settied  for  almost  half  a 
centnry.  Has  the  President,  under  the  consti- 
tution, the  power  of  removing  executive  officers  t 
If  any  question  cim  ever  be  put  at  rest  in  thia 
oonntry,  this,  emphatically,  onght  to  be  con- 
sidered that  one.  It  waa  solemnly  settled  In 
1780,  l7  the  first  Oongreaa  of  the  United  Stitaa, 
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Of  whom  was  tiist  Ocmgress  eoumiaedf  Of 
the  men  who  had  sastdned  tlie  totb  and  dm* 
gen  of  the  revolationarr  war — of  Hie  men  who 
■at  in  the  coDTeation  which  framed  the  ooneti- 
tntion,  and  who  passed  from  that  oonventioii 
into  the  first  Coogress.  These  men,  who  laid 
thefoondatioosof  onr  Republic  broad  and  deep, 
most  solemnly  and  deliberately  decided  tiiat  to 
the  President,  and  to  him  alone,  belonged  the 
power  of  removal.  This  was  not  a  moment 
when  the  conntry  was  convulsed  by  party  spirit. 
Very  far  from  it.  The  lathers  of  the  Republic 
were  then  occupied  in  pnttiug  the  Government 
in  motion,  and  in  establishing  such  principles 
as  might  preserve  the  liberties  and  promote  the 
best  Interests  of  the  American  pemle  for  ages, 
in  what  oondition  are  we,  at  the  present 
'  moment,  to  rejedge  the  JudgiD^t  of  these  men, 
and  reverse  their  solemn  decision  t  Is  not  party 
spirit  raging  thronghont  the  land  I  Are  thwe 
not  high  party  feelmgs  in  this  body  ?  Are  we 
in  a  condition  calmly  and  deliberatuy,  without 
prejudice  and  withoot  passion,  to  rwiew  and 
to  condemn  their  judgment! 

"Why,  mr,  even  if  there  were  no  authority 
in  the  oonstitutiMi  for  the  power  of  removal, 
the  decinon  of  this  body,  at  this  time,  would 
have  bat  little  influence  among  the  people. 
They  would  compare  the  eaknness,  mo  self- 
possemon,  the  freedom  from  politioal  ooite- 
meut,  of  the  saffea  who  established  the  preoe- 
dent,  with  the  party  ^dmce  and  the  high 
poUtioal  fbding  of  the  Senate  at  the  present  da^ ; 
and  tlte  weight  ttfanthoritf  would  be  all  agunst 
u. 

The  debate  in  the  first  Oongress  was  very 
long  and  very  able.  Every  ai^iumeut  which 
patriotism  and  ingenuity  could  suggest  was  ex- 
hausted. The  question  was  at  length  dedded 
in  the  House  of  Represeutatives  on  the  22d 
June,  1769.  On  the  yeas  and  nays,  thirty 
voted  in  the  affirmance  of  the  President's 
power  of  removal,  and  «ghteen  against  it— a 
large  mifjority,  conddering  the  comparatively 
amaU  nomber  ot  which  the  House  was  thea 
oompoBed. 

The  question  arose  on  &e  hill  to  establish 
tiie  Department  of  Foreign  Affurs.  It  con- 
tained a  dauae  declaring  the  Secretary  of  State 
"to  be  removable  from  office  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States.^'  From  this  clause  it 
might  have  been  inferred  that  the  power  of  re- 
moval was  intended  to  be  conferred  npon  the 
President  by  Oongresa,  and  not  admowledged 
to  exist  in  him  under  the  constitution.  To  re- 
move every  difficulty, — ^to  place  doubt  at  defi- 
ance in  all  future  time — the  words  "to  be  re- 
movable from  office  by  the  President  of  the 
United  Statea  "  were  strieken  from  the  bill,  and 
this  right  was  expressly  acknowledged  to  exist 
independently  of  all  legislation.  By  the  second 
seeUon  of  the  bill,  which  became  a  law  on  the 
27th  July.  1739,  it  is  declared  that  "the  chief 
derk  in  the  Department  of  Foreign  AfEjsirs," 
whenever  the  principal  officer  shall  be  removed 
from  frf&oe  bj  the  Pretident  of  the  United 


[Skhats. 

States,  or  in  any  other  ease  of  vacanoy,  shall, 
daring  such  Taoanoy,  have  the  diatge  and  coa- 
tody  <^  all  reoOTds,  books,  and  M^era,  »pper> 
tMmng  to  the  same  Departmrat."  Here,  then, 
is  a  clear,  strong^  ^tinct  reccwaition,  by  the 
Honae  of  Representatives,  of  the  President'e 
power  of  removal,  not  by  virtue  of  law,  bat 
under  the  constitution.  This  phraseology  was 
carefully  adt^ted  for  the  pnrpoee  of  putting  this 
very  question  at  rest  for  ever,  so  &r  aa  OongreM 
could  effect  ttiis  purpose. 

The  bill,  having  passed  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, was  sent  to  the  Senate  for  their 
concurrence.  The  power  of  removal  was  there 
solemnly  coDddereo.  This  was  the  very  body 
whi<^  aooording  to  the  doctrine  of  gentiemen, 
has  a  ru;ht  to  control  this  power  \  and  yet  they 
affirmed  the  principle  that  it  was  vested  in  tiie 
President,  and  in  hun  alone.  It  is  tme  that  the 
que8ti<m  was  determined  by  the  casting  vote  of 
Kr.  Adams,  then  the  Vice-Prendent:  bat  the 
act  was  approved  by  General  Washington,  and 
the  power  has  ever  eAnce  been  exenuaed  with-  ! 
out  dispute  by  him  and  his  saocessora  in  office, 
until  after  the  election  of  the  present  President. 
'Washington,  the  elder  Adams,  Jefierson,  Ifadi- 
son,  Honroe,  and  the  younger  Adams,  removed 
whom  they  pleased  from  office ;  bat,  after  the 
aeoesrion  of  Jaokwm,  the  existence  of  thia 
power  is  denied.  We  are  now  reqoired  to  be* 
lieve  that  all  which  former  Z^rendentB  have 
done  was  wrong ;  that  the  first  Oonmsa  were 
entirely  miatakan  in  their  constrxiotioa  <tf  tiie 
otmstitntion;  and  that  the  President  does  not 
posMfls  the  power  of  removal,  except  with  the 
cononzrenoe  of  the  Senate. 

If  everaquestion  has  occnrred  in  the  history 
of  any  country,  which  ought  to  be  considered 
settled,  this  is  tiiat  one.  A  solemn  deciuon  at 
first,  adopted  in  practice  afterwards  by  all 
branches  of  the  Gevemment,  for  five-and-fortj 
yetp,  makra  the  precedent  one  oi  almost  inrfr- 
sistible  force. 

What,  then,  have  we  a  ri^t  to  expotit  on 
oar  side  of  the  Honae  fivm  the  oi^vositkml 
Not  merely  that  they  ahall  prove  it  to  be  a 
doabtM  question,  bat  that  they  shall  present  a 
case  so  dear  as  to  render  it  manifest  that  all 
which  has  been  done  has  been  without  author- 
ity, and  all  the  removals  which  have  ever  been 
made  have  been  in  violation  of  the  constitution. 
The  burden  rests  entirely  upon  the  gentiemw, 
and  a  ponderous  load  they  have  to  sostalu. 

But,  sir,  if  the  question  were  entirdy  new, 
if  it  never  had  been  decided  either  by  precedent 
or  by  practice,  I  think  it  may  be  made  abun- 
dantly dear  that  the  strength  of  the  argnment 
is  greatiy  on  the  side  of  those  who  rowntaln 
thepower. 

What  is  the  nature  of  the  oonstitntiw  of  the 
United  States !  The  powers  which  it  devdvea 
npon  the  Government  are  divided  into  three 
distinct  oluses,  the  le^alative,  the  executive, 
and  the  judiciu.  To  preserve  the  liberties  of 
any  country,  it  is  neceeaary  that  these  three 
IvBDOhea  of  Gonniiiieat  dumld  be  fcep^dlff 
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tinet  and  seponte  as  fiv  aa  possible.  When 
they  are  all  united  in  the  same  person,  this  is 
the  Tory  definittoi  of  derootism.  As  joa  ap- 
proximate to  this  state  of  things,  in  the  aatue 
proportion  jm  advance  towwds  arUtran' 
power.  These  are  aximiB  which  oannot^  whi<^ 
will  not,  he  denied. 

Doabtless,  for  wise  purposes,  the  framers  of 
oar  conatitntion  have,  in  a  very  few  excepted 
coses,  blended  these  powers  together.  The 
Execntive,  by  his  veto,  has  a  control  over  our 
legislfttioQ.  The  Senate,  although  a  branch  of 
t^e  Legislature,  exercises  judicial  power  in 
cases  of  impeachment.  The  President  nomi- 
nates, "  and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,"  appoints  all  ^oers,  except 
those  of  an  infinior  nature,  the  ^pointiuent  of 
vldoh  mi^  IM  vested  by  OoiuresB,  "in  the 
President  alone,  in  the  coorta  of  law,  or  in  tiis 
heads  of  Departments." 

Now,  sir,  my  position  is,  that  when  the  Oon- 
atitntion  of  the  Ilnited  States,  in  a  special  case, 
has  conferred  npon  the  Senate,  which  is  essen- 
tially a  hranch  of  the  Legislature,  a  participa- 
tion in  executive  power,  you  cannot  hy  con- 
Btmction  extend  this  power  beyond  the  plain 
terms  of  the  grant.  It  is  an  exception  from  the 
general  rule  pervading  the  whole  instrument. 
Appointment  to  offloe la,  in  tlie  strictest  sense, 
an  exscntiTe  power.  Bnt  it  ia  expressly  declared 
that  the  assent  <tftiie  Senate  shall  be  neoeaaaiy 
to  the  exercise  of  this  power  on  the  part  of  the 
Presiduit  The  grant  to  the  Senate  is  speraal. 
In  this  particular  oas^  it  is  an  abstraction  from 
the  general  exeoative  powers  granted  under  the 
constitution  to  the  Frendent.  According  to 
the  maxim  of  the  common  law,  AEprssno  untM 
Mt  exelutio  alteriut — it  foUows  condnsively 
that  what  has  not  been  given  is  withheld,  and 
remans  in  that  branch  of  the  Government 
which  is  the  ^propriate  depository  of  executive 
power.  The  exception  proves  the  rule.  And 
the  grant  of  executive  power  to  the  Senate  is 
oonmied  to  appointments  to  office,  and  to  them 
alone.  This  necessarily  exelndea  other  execu- 
tive powers.  It  cannot^  therdSixre,  he  contend- 
ed, with  any  force,  as  tiie  gentleman  from  Has- 
saohosetts  (Mr,  Wbbsteb)  has  contended,  that 
because  the  consent  of  the  Senate  is  made 
necessary  by  the  constitution  to  appointments 
of  officers,  that  therefore,  by  impbcation,  it  is 
necessary  for  their  removal.  Bendes,  these 
two  things  are  very  distinct  in  their  nature,  as 
I  shall  hereafter  have  occasion  to  demonstrate. 

Bnt  to  proceed  with  the  argument  I  shall 
contend  Uiat  tiie  sole  power  of  removing  exeoa- 
tive officers  is  vested  in  the  President  by  the 
constitution.  First,  from  a  correct  construction 
of  the  instrument  itself;  and.  second,  even  if 
that  were  doubtftil,  from  the  great  danger 
resulting  to  the  public  interest  from  any  other 
oonstmotion. 
The  cODstitntion  declare^  in  express  lan- 
that  "the  exocutive  power  shall  be 
in  a  President  the  United  States." 
Under  these  general  terms  I  ahall,  once  tor  all, 
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disclum  the  idea  of  attempting  to  derive  any 
portion  o{  the  power  of  the  Chief  Magistrate 
from  any  other  fountain  than  the  constitation 
itsdf.  I  therefore  entirely  repel  the  impata- 
tion,  BO  to  as  I  am  eoocemed,  which  wonld 
invest  him  with  executive  powers  derived  from 
the  prerogatives  of  the  Kings  or  the  Emperors 
of  the  old  world.  Such  aigummts  arc  entirelj 
out  of  the  question. 

The  constitution  also  declares  that "  he  shall 
take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed." 
These  two  clauses  of  the  coustitntion  confer  the 
executive  power  on  the  President,  and  define 
his  dnties.   Is,  then,  the  removal  from  office  an 
executive  power  t  If  it  be  so,  there  is  an  end 
of  the  Question ;  because  the  oonstituUfm  no* 
where  declares  that  the  Senate,  or  any  other 
human  tribunal^  diall  pwtidpate  in  the  exercise 
of  this  power.  It  will  not  oe  oontended  bnt 
that  the  power  o£  removal  exists,  and  most 
exist,  somewhere.   Where  ebe  can  it  exist  bat 
in  the  Executive,  on  whom  &.e  constitatitHi 
imposes  the  obligation  of  tailing  care  that  the 
laws  diall  be  futhfoUy  executed  t   It  will  not 
be  pretended  that  the  power  of  removal  ia 
either  of  a  l^slative  or  jndicial  character. 
From  its  very  nature  it  belongs  to  the  Execu- 
tive.  In  case  he  discovers  that  an  officer  is 
violating  his  trust — ^that,  instead  of  execnting 
tiie  laws,  his  conduct  is  in  direct  oppontion  to 
their  requi^tion — it  not,  atriotlTspealdng,  an 
executive  power  to  arrest  him  in  hto  oareer,  by 
removing  him  from  office  1  How  eould  the 
Prerident  execute  tiie  tixist  confided  to  bfan,  if 
he  were  destitute  of  thia  authority  t   If  he  pos- 
sessed it  not,  he  would  be  comp^ed  tx>  witness 
the  executive  officers  violating  the  laws  of  Con- 
gress, without  the  power  of  preventing  it. 

On  this  subject  it  is  impossible  for  me  to 
advance  any  thing  new.  It  was  exfaansted  by 
Mr.  Madison,  in  the  debate  of  1789,  in  the 
House  of  Representatives.  I  am  confident  the 
Senate  will  indulge  me  while  I  read  two  ex- 
tracts from  his  speeches  on  that  occasion,  deliv- 
ered on  the  ISUi  and  17tb  June,  17S9.  The 
first  wai  delivered  on  the  10th  ai  June,  178^ 
and  is  as  follows  : 

*'  By  a  strict  ezimhiatioa  of  the  coDstltatkm,  on 
what  ^peara  to  be  its  tme  principles,  tnd  oouMei^ 
ing  the  great  departments  of  the  Govemmait  in  the 
relation  tbey  have  to  eadi  oOnar,  I  have  my  dooMs 
whether  we  are  not  absolutely  tiol  down  to  the  c«n- 
stnictioa  declared  in  the  UlL  In  the  first  secticm  of 
the  fitA  artide  it  is  said  tlMt  all  l^idiUve  powets 
herdngrsnted  shall  be  vested  in  a  Ooognss  <tf  As 
United  States.  Ia  the  second  artide  it  Is  aiBrmed 
Uiat  the  ExecQtiTe  power  shall  be  vested  in  a  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  of  America.  In  the  third 
article  it  is  declared  that  the  judidai  power  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  vested  in  one  Supreme  Court, 
and  in  such  inferior  ooarts  as  Congress  may,  from 
time  to  time,  CH-dain  and  establish. 

"  I  suiqKwe  it  will  be  readily  admitted  that,  so  fu 
as  the  oottstitation  has  separated  tiie  powers  of  these 
greai  departments,  it  wonld  be  improper  to  combine 
wem  together ;  and,  so  &r  as  it  Itas  left  any  particn- 
Ur  dcpartmeat  in  tm  entire  pOBBBHioa  of  tta  powen 
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inddrat  to  that  department,  I  conceive  ve  ought  not 
to  qualify  tliem  furtlier  than  they  are  qualified  by  tho 
constltatioa.  The  legislatiTe  ^owm  we  Tested  in 
Congress,  and  are  to  be  ezerciaed  by  them  uncon- 
trolled by  any  other  department,  except  the  constita- 
tion  has  qoalified  it  otherwise.  The  conatitation  has 
qualified  the  legislatire  power,  by  authorizing  the 
President  to  object  to  any  act  it  may  pass,  requiring, 
in  this  case,  two-tUrds  of  both  Houses  to  concur  in 
making  ft  lav;  but  atill  the ibaofaite  l^glatiTe power 
la  Tested  in  Congress  with  this  qnalifieatfoa  alone. 

*'The  constitution  aiSnns  that  the  SzeentiTe 
power  shall  be  vested  in  the  IVsident.  Are  there 
exceptions  to  Haia  proposition?  Tee,  there  are. 
Tbe  constitution  says  that,  In  q>pointing  to  office, 
the  Senate  shall  be  aseodated  wiUi  the  Fre^nt, 
unlen,  in  ease  of  Inferior  ofBoen,  when  the  laws  shall 
otherwise  direct.  Bave  we  a  right  to  extend  this 
exception?  I  believe  not  If  the  oonntituUon  has 
vested  all  exec^itive  power  in  the  FMddent,  I  ven- 
ture to  assert  that  tbe  L^slatore  has  no  right  to 
flimjff'ii*'  or  mo^lj  hli  exeeudTe  aathori^." 

"The  doetrfne,  however,  which  seems  to  stand 
meet  in  opporitlon  to  the  prindples  I  contend  fw,  is, 
that  tiie  power  to  annul  an  i^pointment  is,  in  tbe 
nature  of  things,  inddental  to  the  power  whidi 
makes  the  appointment,  I  agree  that,  if  nothing 
more  was  sud  in  the  constitution  than  that  the  Fr^ 
dent,  and  with  the  advice  and  oonsent  of  the 
Senate,  should  ■{qxrinfe  to  olfloe,  there  would  t>e 
great  force  in  saying  that  the  power  of  removal  re- 
sulted by  a  natiual  implicatitm  from  the  power  of 
iq>pomting.  But  there  Is  another  part  of  the  consti- 
tution, no  less  explidt  than  the  one  on  whidi  the 
gentleman's  doctaiue  is  founded :  it  is  that  part 
which  declares  that  the  executive  power  shall  be 
vested  in  a  Fretident  of  tbe  United  States. 

*'  The  association  of  the  Senate  with  the  FMrident 
in  exerdsing  that  patticolar  fimction,  is  an  exception 
to  this  ^nwal  rule ;  and  exceptions  to  general  rules, 
I  conceive,  are  ever  to  be  taken  strictiy.  But  there 
is  another  part  of  the  constitution  which  inclines,  in 
my  judgment,  to  &vor  the  construction  I  put  upon 
it.  The  President  is  required  to  take  care  that  the 
laws  be  faithfully  executed.  If  the  duty  to  see  the 
laws  faithfully  execnted  be  reqiured  at  the  hands  of 
the  Executive  Haeistrate,  it  would  seem  that  it  was 
generally  intended  he  should  have  that  spedes  of 

S)wer  which  is  neoeesary  to  accomplish  that  end. 
ow,  if  the  officer,  when  once  qtpointed,  Is  not  to 
depend  upon  the  i^vddent  for  his  official  existence, 
but  imon  a  ^stiaet  body,  (for  where  thoe  ate  two 
nf^aares  required,  dtber  can  prevent  ttie  removi],) 
I  confess  Z  do  not  see  how  the  Freudent  can  take 
care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed.  It  is  true, 
by  a  circuitous  operation,  be  may  obtain  an  impeach- 
ment, and  even  without  this  it  is  possible  he  may 
obtain  the  concurrence  of  the  8enate  for  the  purpose 
of  displacing  an  officer;  but  would  Hhia  give  that 
species  <^  control  to  the  Executive  Ifa^sttate  iHiidi 
seems  to  be  required  by  the  constitution?  I  own,  If 
my  oi^on  was  not  contrary  to  that  entertained  by 
what  I  suppose  to  be  the  minority  on  this  question,  I 
should  be  doubtful  of  being  mistaken,  when  I  dls- 
eovered  bow  inemsistent  that  ecnstructira  would 
make  the  onutitotkm  with  ttsdfl  I  can  hardly  bring 
mysctf  to  imaghte  the  wisdom  of  the  oonvention 
who  framed  the  coMtftntlon  oontetnpUted  nuiiin- 


Bnt,  air,  if  dovbts  conld  arise  on  the  language 
of  tbe  constitatioiL  itself,  then  it  would  become 
propw,  for  the  pmpoee  of  asoertaining  Uie  tme 
meaning  of  the  instnunent,  to  reaori  to  aisn- 
menta  ab  ineonvmiaUi.  The  frunera  of  me 
oonatitation  never  intended  it  to  mean  what 
would  be  abanrdj  or  what  wonld  defeat  the 
very  purposes  which  it  was  intended  to  acoom* 
plish.  I  think  I  can  prove  that  to  deprive  tiie 
President  of  the  power  of  removal  would  be 
fatal  to  the  best  interests  of  the  country. 

And,  first,  the  Senate  cannot  always  be  in 
session.  I  thank  Heaven  for  that  we  must 
separate  {md  attend  to  our  ordinary  bouness. 
It  is  necessary  for  a  healthy  political  constita- 
tion  that  we  should  breathe  tJie  fresh  and  pure 
air  of  the  oonntry.  The  political  excitement 
would  rise  too  hi^  if  it  were  not  coded  off  in 
ttus  manner.  The  Amei^saa  people  nev«r  will 
consent,  and  never  ought  to  consent,  that  our 
aesaionB  shall  become  perpetnal.  The  feasaen 
of  the  constitution  never  intended  that  thia 
should  be  the  case.  But  once  establish  the 
principle  that  the  Senate  most  consent  to  re- 
movals, as  well  as  to  appointments,  and  this 
consequence  is  inevitable.  A  foreign  minister 
in  ft  remote  part  of  tbe  world  is  porsning  a 
course  dangerons  to  the  best  int^eats,  and 
ruinous  to  the  character,  of  the  country.  He 
is  disgracing  us  abroad,  and  endangering  the 

Enldb  peace.  He  has  been  intrusted  with  an 
nportuit  n^tiatitNO,  and  ia  betn^ing  hla 
■trust  He  haa  beocnne  oorropt,  or  ia  entirely 
incompetent.  Tliia  information  arrives  at 
Washington,  three  or  fonr  days  after  the  ad- 
jOTimment  of  Congress  on  the  8d  of  Haroh. 
What  is  to  be  donet  Is  the  Preudent  to  be 
entirely  powerless  nntil  tiie  succeeding  Decem- 
ber, when  the  Sen&te  may  meet  agiunf  Shall 
he  be  obliged  to  wait  until  the  mbehief  is  en- 
tirely consummated — until  the  ooontrj  ia  mined 
— before  he  can  recall  the  corrupt  or  wicked  . 
minister  ?  Or  will  any  gentleman  contend  that, 
upon  every  occanon,  when  a  removal  from 
office  becomes  necessary,  he  shall  oall  the  Sen- 
ators from  their  homes  tiirongboat  thia  widdj 
extended  Bepnbliol  And  yet,  thia  is  the  in- 
evitable oonseqnence  of  the  portion  contended 
for  by  gentlemen.  Gould  the  framers  of  the 
constitution  ever  have  intended  such  an  absur- 
dity f  This  argument  waa  also  adverted  to  by 
Ur.  Kadison. 

But  again,  there  are  great  nnmbers  of  dis* 
borainf^-officers  scattered  over  this  Union.  In- 
formation is  received,  during  the  recess  of  the 
Senate,  that  one  of  them  in  Arkansas  or  at  the 
Bocky  HounUuna  has  been  guilty  of  peculation, 
and  is  wasting  the  public  money.  Must  tiie 
President  fold  nis  arms,  and  suffer  him  to  pro- 
ceed in  his  fraodnlent  course,  nntal  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Senate!  The  troth  is,  that  the 
President  cannot  exeonte  the  lava  of  the  Union 
without  this  power  of  remond. 

Bat  cases  stiU  stnnger  may  be  presented. 
The  heads  of  Departmenta  are  the  omfldential 
advisers  of  tbe  Pftddent.  It  ii  chiefly  thimgh 
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th^  agency  that  he  most  conduct  the  great 
(^rations  of  QovBrnment.  Without  a  direct 
control  over  them,  it  would  be  impossible  for 
him  to  take  care  that  the  laws  shall  be  faithfallj 
exeoated.  Btmpose  that  one  of  them,  during 
file  recess  of  the  Senate,  violates  his  instmo- 
tiims,  refuses  to  h(dd  any  interconrsB  with  the 
President,  and  pursues  a  career  which  he  be- 
lieves to  be  in  opposition  to  the  constitution, 
the  laws,  and  the  best  interests  of  the  country. 
Shall  the  Executive  arm  be  paralyzed ;  and,  in 
such  a  case,  mast  he  paUently  submit  to  all 
these  evils  until  the  Senate  can  be  convened  f 
In  time  of  war  the  country  might  he  rained  by 
a  cormpt  Secretair  of  War,  before  the  Senate 
oould  be  assembled. 

It  is  not  my  intention  on  this  occasion  to 
diaenss  the  question  of  the  removal  of  the 
depouts  fh>m  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
I  merely  wish  to  present  it  as  a  forcible  illus- 
tration of  mya^ument.  Suppose  the  late 
8ecretai7  of  the  Treasnrj  had  determined  to 
remove  the  deposits,  and  the  President  had 
believed  this  measnre  wonld  he  as  ruinous  to 
the  country  as  the  friends  of  the  bank  appre- 
hended. If  the  Secretary,  notwithstanding  the 
remonstrances  of  the  President,  had  proceeded 
to  isane  the  order  for  their  removal,  what  should 
we  have  heard  from  those  who  were  loudest  in 
their  dennnciatioDs  ag^nst  the  Executive,  if  he 
had  sud,  My  arms  are  tied,  I  hare  no  power  to 
arrest  the  act ;  the  deponts  must  be  removed, 
because  I  oannot  remove  my  Secretary  9  Here 
the  evil  would  have  been  cume  before  &e  Sen- 
ate ooold  possibly  have  been  assembled.  I  am 
indebted  to  the  n>eech  of  the  Senator  from 
Soath  Oarolina,  (Mr.  Galboun,)  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, for  this  illustration.  The  truth  is,  view 
the  subject  in  any  light  you  may,  the  power  of 
removal  is  in  its  nature  inseparable  from  the 
exeonUve  power. 

I  have  been  presenting  the  inconveniences 
which  wonld  arise,  during  the  recess  of  the 
Senate,  trom  the  want  of  this  power  in  the  Ex- 
ecutive. But  suppcrae  the  Senate  to  be  always 
in  sesuou,  would  this  remove  everj  diffienltrV 
By  no  means.  Confer  upon  the  Senate  the 
power  of  r^eoUng  removal^  and  yon  make  the 
Exeotttive,  in  the  language  of  the  debate  of 
1 769,  a  double-headed  monster.  That  power  on 
whom  is  devolved  the  execution  of  your  laws 
must  be  aUe  to  remove  a  owrupt  or  inoomne- 
tent  agent  from  o£Boe,  or  he  ownot  ptetform  his 
duties.  The  Senate  may,  withoat  inoonveni- 
enoe,  and  with  very  great  advantage  to  the 
country,  participate  in  appointments;  but, 
when  the  man  is  once  in  office,  the  President 
mnst  necessarily  possess  the  power  of  turning 
him  ont  in  case  he  does  not  perform  his  daties. 
This  power  ought  not  to  denead  upon  the  will 
of  the  Senate,  lor  that  body  nave  nothing  to  do 
with  the  exaontitm  of  the  laws. 

If  the  power  contended  for  were  vested  in 
Ae  Senate,  what  would  be  the  oonsequenoesf 
Btin  m<we  dangerous  if  posnble,  than  any 
which  I  have  yet  depicted.  The  cases  in  which 
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removals  are  necessary  mast  rapidly  increase 
with  the  number  of  our  officers  and  our  rapidly 
extending  population.   If  the  President  roast 
as»gn  reasons  to  the  Senate  for  his  removals, 
according  to  the  provisiona  of  this  bill,  or  if 
the  SenMe  must  participate  ia  these  removals 
as  well  as  in  ^potntments,  it  ncessarily  follows 
that  these  reasons  must  be  isveatigatea.  Wiu 
nesses  mnst  be  examined,  to  ascerttun  the  truth 
or  falsehood  of  the  charges  made  ag^ust  the 
officer  sought  to  be  removed.    The  case  must 
be  tried  judicially.   Time  must  be  conmuned,  to 
the  prejudice  of  our  other  dnties.    The  legisla- 
tive fbnotions  of  the  Senate  must  thus  become 
impaired,  and  feelings  excited  between  co-ordi- 
nate branches  of  the  Government  calculated  to 
prodnco  a  most  i^jurioos  effect  upon  the  coud- 
trj.  In  this  state  of  things,  the  case  mulit 
readily  occur  which  was  antimpated  l^*  fir. 
Madison  in  1780.   A  nudority  of  the  Senate 
might  even  keep  one  of  the  beads  of  Depart* 
ment  in  office  against  the  will  of  the  Prendent. 
Whether  they  wonld  have  doae  so  or  not  last 
winter,  in  tlie  case  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  I  shall  not  pretend  to  detwmine. 

If  this  power  were  oonfferred  upon  the  Senate 
it  would  interfere  with  our  judicial  functions  to 
a  dangerous  and  alarming  extent.  The  re- 
moval of  a  high  officer  of  the  Government  is 
recommended  by  the  President  to  the  Senate, 
because  of  officii  misconduct.  The  charges  are 
tried  before  the  Senate.  From  the  very  nature 
of  the  question,  it  mnst  become^  in  fact,  s  jndi- 
oial  investigation.  The  Senate  determine,  either 
that  he  ahall  remain  in  his  office,  or  niat  he 
shall  be  removed.  In  either  case,  the  Hooseof 
Representatives,  possessing  the  sole  power  of 
impeachment  xtnder  the  constitution,  aetennine 
to  exercise  it  against  this  officer.  But  the 
Senate  have,  by  theU"  previous  proceedings, 
utterly  disqualified  themselves  fhim  giving  to 
the  accnsea  an  impartial  trial.  They  have 
already  decided  upon  his  guilt  or  his  innocence. 
Instead  of  proceeding  to  the  trial  unbiased  by 
lavor  or  by  prejudice,  their  minds  are  inflamed, 
tiieir  jodgnients  are  biased,  and  they  come  to 
the  invee^gatdon  with  the  foelings  of  parUsws 
rather  than  those  of  judges.  The  House  of 
Eepreaentatives  would  have  a  just  right  to 
oomplain  loudly  against  the  exercise  of  this 
power  by  the  Senate.  We  should  thus  dis- 
quali^r  ourselves  from  jads^ng  lmi>artiiilly  iQ 
oases  between  the  people  of  the  United  States 
and  the  high  officers  of  the  Government. 

I  think  I  have  successfully  established  the 
position  that  no  two  things  can  in  their  nature 
be  more  distinct  than  the  power  of  appMOtment 
and  that  of  removal.  If  this  be  the  case,  then 
what  beoomes  of  the  argument  of  thegentieniu 
fromMassaohnsettsUMr.WBBSw.)  Itmtw 
entirely  open  the  piinoiple  that  these  two 
powers  ware  ao  identioid  in  their  nator^  «** 
beoanaa  the  Senate,  under  the  owistatntion,  baTs 
the  express  power  of  advi^dog  and  oonseBtmg 
to  q^ointments,  therefiwe,  bylmpUoatiofl,  toer 
most  poaseas  the  pover  ot  advl^  toor 
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BeotiDg  to  removals.  The  infercoioe  is  without 
fbimdwou. 

The  troth  ia,  that  the  more  discuss  this 
qnestion,  we  shall  have  the  greater  reason  to 
admire  the  wisdom  of  the  constitution,  and  of 
tiioae  enlightened  and  patriotio  men  who  placed 
that  coDBtructloa  upon  it  in  the  beginning, 
which  I  shall  ventnre  to  predict  never  will  be 
disturbed  hy  the  American  people.  The  Sen- 
ate, from  the  nature  of  the  body,  are  ftiUy  com- 
petent to  as»st  the  President  in  appointinents. 
It  would  change  their  character  altogether,  and 
paralyze  the  eiecntive  arm  of  the  GJovernment, 
if  they  were  to  usorp  the  power  of  interfering 
in  removals  from  office.  Let  the  conatitution, 
and  the  construction  of  it  hj  its  founders,  in 
Otis  particular,  be  perpetnal  I 

It  has  been  ol^ected  that  the  President,  by 
this  constmction,  is  too  far  removed  from 
responsibility  in  the  exercise  of  this  power. 
Bat  he  is  responsible  to  the  American  people, 
whose  servant  he  is  in  this,  ns  in  all  other  oases. 
Unless  yon  palsy  the  executive  arm,  and  render 
it  powerless  to  do  good,  lest  it  may  do  evil,  yon 
cannot  support  the  doctrine  which  has  been 
urged.  Yon  must  vest  some  discretion,  ^ou 
must  repose  some  confidence,  in  the  Ezecnbve, 
or  the  wheels  of  Government  mnst  stand  stilL 
Should  he  abuse  his  power,  be  is  liable  to  the 
censure  of  pnblio  <niinion ;  and,  in  flagrant  oases, 
be  may  be  impeached. 

It  was  contended  In  the  first  Congress,  and 
tiie  same  argument  has  been  m^d  npon  the 
present  occasion,  that  the  power  of  removal 
was  not  reoc^ized  by  the  constitntion ;  that  it 
was  a  case  omitted,  and  that  therefore^  by  im- 
plication, it  belongs  to  Congress.  This  argn* 
ment  was  fully  met  and  snecessAilly  refuted  in 
17S9.  If  this  principle  were  established,  the 
executive  power  would  have  no  necessary  con- 
trol over  executive  officers.  Congress  might 
confer  tiie  power  of  removal  upon  the  Benate 
alone,  upon  the  House  of  Representatives  alone, 
or  upon  both  conjointly,  without  any  participa- 
tion of  the  President.  This  Govemment— the 
admiration  of  the  world — would  present  the 
fiolecnsm  of  an  Executive  without  aaj  control 
over  ezecative  agents,  except  what  might  be 
granted  to  him  by  the  L^^atnre.  "We  are  not 
placed  in  tMa  unfortunate  predicament.  The 
President,  under  the  constitntion,  has  the 
power  of  removal.  It  is  a  constitutional  power, 
not  to  be  controlled  by  the  Legislature.  It  is  a 
power  equally  sovereign  in  its  nature  with  that 
of  legislation  itselt  He  is  a  co-ordinate  branch 
of  the  Government,  and  has  the  same  right  to 
exercise  his  discretion  in  removals  from  oCBce, 
that  Congress  possess  in  regard  to  the  enact- 
ment of  laws. 

This  brin«  me  to  oauAier  tin  oonatitution- 
ality  of  the  uiird  section  of  the  bill  now  depend- 
ing before  us.  It  provides  "  that  in  all  nomina- 
tions made  by  the  President  to  the  Senate,  to 
iUl  vacancies  oocauoned  by  removal  from  office, 
the  ftot  of  the  removal  uiall  be  stated  to  the 
fifisflte  at  the  time  that  the  nominatiDnismade^ 
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with  a  statement  <rf  the  reasons  for  such  re- 
movaL" 

Whence  do  we  dwive  onr  antlioiity  to  demand 
his  reasons?  If  tho  ooastitntion  has  conferred 
upon  him  the  power  ot  removal,  as  I  think  I 
have  clearly  shown,  is  it  not  absolute  in  its 
nature,  and  entirely  tree  from  the  control  of 
Congress?  Is  he  not  as  independent  in  the 
exercise  of  this  power  as  Congress  in  the  exer- 
cise of  any  power  conferred  upon  them  by  the 
constitution?  Would  he  not  have  the  same 
authority  to  demand  from  us  our  reasons  for 
rejecting  a  nomination  as  we  possess  to  call  upon 
him  for  his  reasons  for  malcing  a  removal  I 
Kight  be  not  say,  I  am  answerable  to  the 
American  people,  and  to  them  alone,  for  the 
exmnae  of  this  power,  in  the  same  manner  that 
the  Senate  is  for  the  exwdse  of  any  povw 
conferred  upon  them  by  the  constitntion  ? 

With  all  the  deference  which  I  feel  for  the 
opinions  of  the  Senator  from  Tennessee,  (Mr. 
WarrB,)  I  think  he  has  arrived  at  the  conola- 
Mon  that  the  tiiird  section  of  this  bill  is  consti- 
tutional, by  blending  things  together  which  are 
in  their  nature  entirely  distinct.  He  asks,  is  it 
not  in  the  power  of  Congress  to  cre^  the 
office,  to  define  its  duties,  and  to  change  and 
vary  these  daties  at  jileasure!  Granted.  May 
they  not,  if  they  beheve  the  office  unnecessary, 
repeal  the  law,  and  mnst  not  the  offioer  lau. 
under  it!  Granted.  These  are  legidative 
powwB^  oleaily  oonfBrred  upon  Congress  by  the 
constitntion.  It  is  then  asked,  may  Congress 
not  prescribe  it  as  the  duty  of  these  officers  to 
give  reasons  for  their  conduct  1  Certainly  they 
may.  And  why  ?  Because  they  are  the  crea- 
tures of  Congress,  they  are  called  into  existence 
by  Congress,  and  they  will  cease  to  exist  at  the 
pleasure  of  Congress.  Is  this  the  condition  of 
the  Executive,  who  is  a  co-ordinate  branch  of 
the  Government,  and  who  is  answerable  for  his 
conduct,  not  to  Congress,  but  to  the  people  of 
the  United  States?  What  right  have  we  to 
demand  reasons  from  the  servant  o^  another  as 
to  how  he  performs  his  duties!  To  his  own 
master,  whlon,  in  this  particular,  is  the  Amwl- 
cnn  people,  and  to  them  alone,  he  isre^tondble. 
If  Congress  can  command  him  to  give  reasou 
to  the  Senate  for  his  removals,  the  Senate  may 
judge  of  the  validity  of  these  reasons,  and  con- 
demn them  if  tJiey  think  proper.  The  Execu- 
tive of  tiie  country  is  thus  rendered  subordinate 
to  the  Benate— a  position  in  which  the  consti- 
tutioa  of  the  conn  ti7  never  intended  to  place  him. 
In  my  opinion,  this  bill  as  strondy  negatives 
tlie  oonstitational  power  of  the  Prendent  to 
remove  from  office,  witiiont  the  oonourrenoe  of 
the  Senate,  as  if  it  were  so  declared  in  express 
language,  for  this  reason  I  shall  vote  against 

,    But  if  no  soeh  questions  were  involved  in  the 

lull,  1  should  equally  ocmdemn  its  policy.  Its 
evident  tendency  is  sabstantially  to  make  all 
offices  offices  for  life^  or  daring  good  behavior, 
which  is  contrary  to  the  genius  of  onr  institu- 
tiou.  BnttheargomentsagiuiiBtth»p<^yof 
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this  bill  have  beffli  folly  and  abljr  iunsted  upon 
by  others.  At  thia  late  period  of  the  sewon, 
when  so  mnoh  important  boainess  remuns  un- 
done, I  shall  not  oocopy  the  time  of  the  Senate 
in  disoosting  this  braooh  of  i3m  snbjeot.  I  rose 
merely  to  present  my  views  npon  the  constttn- 
tional  qnestion.  ' 

Mr.  Pbsstoit  declared  that  it  had  not  been 
originaliy  bis  intention  to  take  part  in  this 
debate ;  the  state  of  his  health  was  such  as  not 
to  admit  of  it ;  bat  ho  felt  himself  bound  to  rise 
and  express  a  Kcnend  opinion,  Odd  more  e.spe> 
oially  to  enterliis  most  solemn  protest  against 
^e  strange  and  unwarrantable  doctrines  which 
he  had  heard  brought  forward  in  the  course  of 
Hiis  discos^n. 

If  iHing,  howerer,  as  he  professed  Umself  to 
be,  to  acknowledge  that  Congress  was  the  first 
spring  and  source  of  expenditure,  he  must 
beg  to  recall  gentlemen  to  the  consideration  of 
the  real  qnestion — which  was  not  the  question 
of  ori^,  bat  of  actual  existence.  The  inquiry 
was  directed  to  executive  power,  as  now  found 
to  be,  whatever  may  have  been  the  errors,  if 
they  were  errors,  which  first  injudiciously 
■nffered  such  a  great  and  tremendous  power  to 
rise  and  grow  to  its  present  alarming  height. 
Confess  must  make  appropriations,  and  au- 
thorize expenditure  for  uie  necessities  and  for 
the  wdfare  of  the  ooontiry :  but  does  it  follow, 
therefbre,  that,  because  Congress  most,  by 
neoesslty.  orwinate  expenditnre,  that  therefore 
it  is  admissible  that  these  expenditures  should 
be  tnmed  aside,  or  employed  to  the  creation 
of  a  power  prejKinderating  over  Congress  and 
over  every  thing  in  the  country?  Does  it 
fbllow  that  it  is  a  harmless  and  innocent  thing, 
that  all  this  expenditure  should  go  to  the 
profit  of  one  individual,  to  aggrandir«  his 
power,  to  increase  his  influence,  to  augment 
his  patronage,  and  to  render  him  the  unlimited 
master  who  dictates  the  destiny  of  those  to 
whom  these  expenditures  are  disbursed  by  his 
hand  t  If  Congress  hdds  the  pnrse  and  pours 
ont  its  treasures,  does  it  fiulow  that  one 
hand  Is  to  receive  them  and  control  their  dis- 
bursement, and  be  established  necessarily  as 
the  master  over  all  who  look  up  to  that  hand 
for  the  sweets  It  dispenses?  vain,  therefore, 
and  futile,  idle,  and  untenable,  is  the  specious 
argument,  which  has  been  so  much  and  so 
strongly  dwelt  upon,  that,  because  the  source 
<^  the  expenditure  is  in  Congress,  therefore 
there  is  no  dangerons  accumulation  of  patron- 
&ge  with  the  Fi^aident.  There  is  (continued 
Ht.  p.)  a  formidable  amonnt  of  executive  pa- 
tronise. It  is  a  proportion  which  no  one  can 
or  wiU  dare  to  deny,  thirii  Hus  patronage  hia 
iaereasedf  and  la  sml  inoreating.  lliis  is  tiw 

Eropo^tion  on  which  the  report  is  founded :  it 
I  a  proposition  which  impcnutively  calls  upon 
all  tne  power,  and  feeling,  and  energy  of  the 
people  to  awake  and  rouse  themselves,  and 
know  their  real  situation ;  and,  above  aU,  not 
to  be  led  to  lose  sight  of  the  real  &ot,  of  the 
nndoUaUe  prnqrasition,  by  being  sent  a  hunt- 
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ing  after  coHoteral  quesUoco,  Seadine  away 
from  the  main  ^mat,  and  bewildering  tue  Jadj^ 
ment  with  cksquiutions  npon  the  various 
actions  of  Congress,  and  the  wisdom  or  folly 
of  those  actions. 

The  genUeman  from  Kew  York  (observed 
Kr.  P.)  has  analyzed  and  (Uvided  the  mass 
of  dependants,  and  then  asked  of  each  part, 
separately,  whether  t2iere  existed  aaj  dangv 
in  itf 

f^rst  he  takes  the  pensioners,  then  the  army, 
then  the  navy,  and  so  on,  and  after  reducing 
each  to  the  utmost  possible  insignificancy,  ha 
then  triumphantly  asks,  "is  there  danger 
here?  » 

By  this  specious  mode  of  represendng  thinn 
the  honorable  gentleman  is  mistaken  if  he 
imagines  that  he  will  succeed  in  oonviw^g  the 
country  that  an  army  of  dependants,  m  all 
classes,  gives  no  undue  influence  to  the  powtf 
which  is  made  to  preside  over  the  migfa^ 
mass. 

However  contemptible  the  mere  in^iiduals 
of  each  class  may  appear  to  him,  the  aggregate 
mass  of  patronage  thrown,  by  their  means, 
into  the  hands  of  the  Executive,  wiU  not 
appear  insignificant  and  contemptible  to  those 
who  have  at  heart  the  welfare  of  the  country, 
and  the  stability  and  permanency  of  onr  insti- 
tutions. 

The  mass  <^  dependants  gives  power ;  that 
is  undeniable,  and  that  is  snmoient.  It  is  there- 
fore to  evade,  it  is  to  blink  the  questifm,  to 
attempt  to  show  that  no  power  whatever  is 
conferred  upon  the  In^vidnal  who  dispensH 
a  patronage  of  sneh  enormous  extent. 


WsDinsDLT,  FebmaiT  18. 

j^Sipunginff  Setolutwa, 

Mr.  Bexton  ofiered  the  following  resolntion : 

Betolvedy  That  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  Sen- 
ate on  the  28th  day  of  Much,  in  the  yesr  1834,  ia 
the  following  words,  *'  Buolvtd,  That  the  President, 
in  the  late  executive  proceedings  in  relation  to  tiw 
public  revenue,  has  sasumed  upon  himself  authority 
and  power  not  confened  by  Ae  consUtntion  ud 
laws,  but  in  derogation  of  both,"  be,  and  the  nme 
tiereby  is,  ordered  to  be  expunged  from  tbo  jounuls 
of  the  Senate,  because  the  sun  rescdution  is  illegal 
and  unjust,  of  evil  example,  indefinite  and  vagne, 
expressing  a  criminal  c^uige  without  spcdficatioBi 
and  was  ur^ulariy  and  unoonstitationaUy  adopted 
by  the  Senate,  in  subversion  of  the  rights  of  defence 
iwch  belong  to  an  accused  and  Impeachable  officer ; 
and  ai  a  time,  and  under  drcumstanoes,  to  iurolr* 
peonliar  inlury  to  (he  political  rtehts  and  peconiar; 
bdereets  of  the  ptofia  of  the  VnUed  States. 

Co  motion  of  Hr.  BsHT<Hr,therttnlutlQnvu 

ordered  to  be  printed. 

Ikuoutke  Patronage. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bin  to  repeal  the  first  and  second  sections  or 
the  act  to  limit  the  term  of  office  of  eertsia 


Exeadioe  Patrmafft. 
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<^e«ra  thereiii  named,  now  at  its  third  read- 
er. Olat  Bidd:  The  Senator  from  New 
York,  (Hr.  Wbisht,)  in  analyzing  the  list  of 
100,000  who  are  reported  hj  the  oommittee 
patronage  to  dmr  money  from  the  pohUo 
treuiuy,  contends  that  a  large  portion  of  them 
ooodstB  of  the  anny,  the  navy,  and  revola- 
tionary  pensioners;  and,  paying  a  jnst  com- 

Eliment  to  their  gallantry  and  patriotism,  asks 
'they  will  allow  themselves  to  be  instm men- 
tal in  tike  destrnotion  of  the  liberties  of  their 
conntry  ?  It  is  Tery  remarkable,  that  hitherto 
the  power  of  dismission  has  not  been  applied 
to  the  army  and  navy,  to  which,  from  the 
nature  c^the  service,  it  wonid  seem  to  be  more 
necessary  than  to  tiiose  in  civil  places.  Bot 
aocnmulation  and  concentration  are  the  natnre 
o£  all  power,  and  espedaUy  of  exeoati^  power. 
And  ft  cannot  he  aoabted  that,  if  the  power 
ci  dismisdm,  as  now  ezerdsed  In  reeud  to 
civil  officers,  u  sanctioned  and  sustained  by  the 
people,  It  will,  in  the  end,  be  extended  to  the 
anny  and  navy.  "When  so  extended,  it  will 
prooQoe  its  nsoal  effect  of  snbserviency,  or  if 
the  present  army  and  navy  shoold  be  too  stem 
and  npright  to  he  moalded  according  to  the 
pleasnre  of  the  Executive,  we  are  to  recollect 
that  the  individnals  who  compose  them  are  not 
to  live  always,  and  may  be  succeeded  by  those 
who  will  be  more  pliant  and  yielding.  Bat  I 
would  ask  the  Senator  whi^  lias  been  the 
effioet  of  this  tranendons  power  ^  disndsslim 
npon  the  blasses  of  cSHom  to  which  it  has 
been  nulled  I  Upon  the  Fost  Office,  the 
Land  Office,  and  tiie  Onatom-honse  t  They 
constitnte  so  many  eorpa  d'armSe^  ready  to 
fiirther  on  all  occasions  the  execative  views 
and  wishes.  They  take  the  lead  in  primary 
assemblies,  whenever  it  is  deemed  expedient 
to  eppland  or  eonnd  the  pruses  of  the  admin- 
istranon,  or  to  carry  ont  its  purposes  in  relation 
to  the  sncoession.  We  are  assnred  that  a  large 
m^ority  of  the  recent  convention  at  Colnmbos, 
in  Ohio,  to  nominate  the  Preddent's  snocessor, 
were  office  holders.  And  do  yon  imagine  that 
they  would  nominate  any  other  than  the  Presi- 
dent's known  favorite  f 

The  power  ot  remoral,  as  now  exerdaed.  Is 
nowhere  in  the  constitution  expressly  recog- 
nised. The  only  mode  of  din>laoing  a  pnbho 
officer  for  which  it  does  provide  is  by  impeach- 
ment But  it  has  been  ugned  on  tills  occa- 
sion, that  it  is  a  sovereign  power,  an  inherent 

Eer,  and  an  executive  power ;  and,  there- 
that  it  belongs  to  the  President.  Neither 
premises  nor  the  conclusion  can  he  sus- 
tained. If  they  could  be,  the  people  of  the 
United  States  have  all  along  totally  miscon- 
ceived the  nature  of  their  Government^  and  the 
obaraoter  of  the  office  of  theh:  Su^one  Hagis- 
trate.  Sovereign  power  is  sopreme  power; 
and  in  no  instance  whatever  is  there  any 
anpreme  power  vested  in  &e  President.  What* 
ever  aoverdgn  power  ia,  if  thwe  be  an;^  con- 
veyed by  the  OonaUtatioa  of  the  United  Btatea, 
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is  vested  in  Congress,  or  in  the  President  and 
Senate.  The  power  to  declare  war,  to  lay 
taxes,  to  coin  money,  is  vested  in  Congress  - 
and  the  treaty-making  power  in  the  President 
and  Senate.  The  Postmastar-Qeneral  has  the 
power  to  dtsmisB  his  depnticB.  Is  that  a  sover- 
eign power,  or  has  fae  any  f 

It  has  been  argned  that  the  power  oi  removal 
from  office  is  an  executive  power ;  and  that  all 
executive  power  is  vested  in  the  Pyeeident; 
and  that  he  is  to  see  that  the  laws  are  faith- 
fully executed,  which,  it  is  contended,  be  can- 
not do,  unless,  at  his  pleasnre,  he  may  dismiss 
any  subordinate  officer. 

The  mere  act  of  dismission  or  removal  may 
be  of  an  executive  nature,  but  the  judgmmt 
or  sentence  which  precedes  it  is  a  ftmctioo  of  a 
judicial  and  not  executive  nature.  Impeach- 
ments, which,  as  has  been  already  obsnrved,  are 
the  cmj  mode  of  removal  tram  office  exprenly 
provided  tor  in  the  eonstitntion,  are  to  be  ttiea 
by  the  Senate,  acting  as  a  judicial  tribunal.  In 
England,  and  all  the  States,  they  are  tried  by 
judicial  tribunals.  In  several  of  the  States, 
removal  from  office  sometimes  is  effected  by 
the  legislative  authority,  as  in  the  case  of 
judges,  on  the  concurrence  ot  two-thirds  of 
the  members.  The  administration  of  the  laws 
of  the  several  States  proceeds  r^larly,  with- 
out the  exercise,  on  the  part  of  the  Gover- 
nors, of  any. power  similu  to  that  which  is 
daimed  for  the  Preddent  In  Eeatneky,  and 
in  other  States,  the  Governor  has  no  power  to 
remove  ahuifih,  cdlectrars  ct  the  revenue^ 
derks  of  courts^  or  any  one  officer  employed  in 
administration;  and  yet  the  Govnnor,  Kke  the 
President,  is  constitutionally  enjoined  to  see 
that  the  laws  are  futhftally  executed. 

The  President  is  ei^t^ned  by  the  constitu- 
tion to  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfUly 
executed.  Under  this  injunction  the  power  of 
dismission  is  darned  for  him ;  and  it  is  con- 
tended that  if  those  charged  with  the  execu- 
tion of  the  laws  attempt  to  execute  them  in  a 
sense  di^rmt  from  inat  entertained  by  the 
President,  he  m^  prevent  it,  or  withhold  his 
co-operation.  It  would  follow  that,  if  the 
Judiciary  give  to  the  law  an  interpretation 
variant  from  that  of  l^e  Fnradent,  he  would 
not  be  bound  to  afford  means  wbidi  might 
become  necessary  to  execute  their  decision.  If 
these  pretensions  are  well  founded,  it  is  mani- 
fest that  the  President,  by  means  of  the  veto, 
in  arresting  the  passage  of  laws  which  he  dis- 
approves, and  the  power  of  expounding  those 
which  are  passed  according  to  his  own  sense 
of  them,  will  become  poss^ed  of  all  the  prac- 
tical authori^  of  the  whole  Government  If 
the  Judiciary  dedde  a  law  contrary  to  the 
President's  opinion  (tf  its  meaning,  he  may 
command  the  marshal  not  to  execute  the  deds- 
ion,  and  urge  his  conatitutiuial  obli^itimu  to 
take  care  that  the  laws  be  fiuthiUly  executed. 
It  will  be  recollected,  perhaps,  by  the  SenMe^ 
that,  during  the  disoiudona  on  the  deposit 
qaeatioD,  I  predicted  that  the  di^  wonld  uiiv« 
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when  a  Prendent,  disposed  to  enlarge  his  pow- 
«r%  Toold  appeal  to  hii  official  oath  as  a  source 
of  sower,  la  th^  oalii  be  nndertakee  that  he 
wiu,  "  to  the  bttt  Hi  his  ablli^,  prewrre,  pro- 
toet,  and  defimd,  the  oonstitntion  of  the  United 
St^ea."  The  ftilfibneDt  of  the  prediotiim  qniok- 
1y  followed;  and  daring  the  aaine  aetrion,  in 
the  protest  of  the  PreMrat^  we  find  lum  r^er- 
ring  to  this  oath  as  a  sonroe  of  power  and  Anty. 
Kow,  if  the  Preddent,  in  virtae  of  his  oath, 
may  interpose  and  preTent  an;  thing  from  heing 
done  oontrary  to  the  otmsUtntion  as  he  under- 
atands  it;  and  maj,  in  vlrtae  of  the  injunction 
to  tdce  care  that  the  laws  be  foithfully  exeonted, 
prerent  the  enforoement  of  any  law  oontrary 
to  the  sense  in  which  he  ondantaBds  it,  I  woold 
ask  what  poven  remain  to  any  other  branch 
of  tiie  GoTemmentl  Are  th^  not  ill  snbstiaD- 
tialljr  absorbed  in  the  will  of  one  mant 

The  power  of  removal  from  offioe  not  being 
one  of  those  powers  whioh  are  expressly  grant- 
ed and  ennmerated  in  the  oonstitation,  and 
having,  I  hope,  saooesafytUy  shown  that  it  is 
not  essentially  of  an  executive  nature,  the  ques- 
tion arises,  to  what  department  of  the  Qorem- 
meot  does  it  belong,  in  regard  to  all  offices 
created  by  law,  or  whose  tennre  is  not  defined 
in  the  constitution?  There  iimnch  force  in 
the  ailment  wbtoh  attaches  the  power  of  dis- 
nissioa  to  the  PresidMit  and  Senate  coqJolnUy, 
as  the  wpolnting  power.  Bat  I  think  we  mast 
took  for  it  to  a  broadto  and  higher  aooroe — the 
legifllatire  department.  The  duty  of  appoint- 
ment mi^  be  performed  nndw  a  law  whidi 
eoaots  llie  moae  of  dismission.  This  is  the 
ease  in  the  Post  Office  Department — the  Post- 
master Qeneral  being  invested  with  both  the 
power  of  appointment  and  of  dismission.  But 
they  are  not  necessarily  allied,  and  the  law 
laight  separate  them,  and  assign  to  one  fonc- 
tiooary  the  right  to  appoint,  and  to  a  different 
one  the  right  to  diamias.  Examples  of  such  a  sep- 
aration may  be  found  in  the  State  Grovemmenta, 

It  is  the  legUative  authority  which  creates 
the  office,  defines  its  dntiea,  and  may  presoribe 
its  duration.  I  apeak,  of  ooarse,  <tf  offloea  not 
created  by  the  eonstitation,  bat  the  law.  The 
office,  coming  bito  enstence  by  the  will  of 
Gongreaa,  tiie  same  will  may  provide  how,  and 
in  what  manner,  the  office  and  the  officer  shall 
both  oease  to  exist.  It  may  direct  the  oondi- 
tions  on  which  he  shall  fa<^  the  office,  and 
when  and  how  he  ^all  be  dismissed.  Soppose 
the  eonstitation  had  omitted  to  prescriM  the 
tennre  of  the  ja^oial  office,  conld  not  Oongress 
do  itt  But  the  eonstitation  has  not  fixed  the 
tenure  of  any  subordinate  offices,  and  therefore 
Oongress  may  supply  the  omission.  It  would 
be  unreasonable  to  contend  that,  aithoo^  Con- 
gress, in  pnrsuit  of  the  public  good,  biings  the 
offiee  ana  the  offioer  into  being,  and  assigns 
thtir  purposes,  yet  the  Prendeat  baa  a  oontrol 
over  the  officer  which  Congress  cannot  reach 
or  regndato— and  this  oontrol  in  virtue  of  some 
ngM  and  nnd^ned  implied  ezeentiTe  power, 
Thidi  tbo  friendi  at  uaei^Te  mftvaaej  ore 


totally  nnaUa  to  attaeh  to  any  ^edfio  daan 

in  the  otmstitatiwl 

It  has  been  oontMided  with  great  abDity  tint, 
under  the  elanse  oi  the  eoostitatioD  which  de- 
clares that  CffligresB  shall  bare  power  "  to  mab 
^  laws  whidi  shall  be  neoeaaary  and  jrv^ 
for  carrying  into  exeontion  the  foregoing  pow- 
ers, and  all  others  vested  by  tins  ccnubtatini 
in  the  Government  of  the  United  States, « in 
any  department  or  offioer  thereof,"  OongreM  is 
tiie  sole  depository  of  implied  powers,  and  that 
no  other  department  or  offioer  of  the  Govem- 
meot  possesses  any.  If  this  aignment  be  cor- 
rect, there  is  an  end  of  the  oontroveny.  But 
if  the  power  of  dismiaaion  be  inoduit  to  the 
legislative  anthorl^,  Congreaa  has  the  clear 
right  to  regulate  iL  And  if  it  belong  to  aay 
outer  department  of  the  Qovenmuait,  tmder 
the  Mte«  obmae,  Congreas  has  the  powa  to 
l^islate  upon  the  subject,  and  m^y  regolata  i^ 
al^ough  it  ooold  not  divest  the  depsrimnt 
alt(^ther  of  the  right. 

HiUierto  I  have  considered  the  questioo  apw 
the  ground  of  the  oonstitation,  un«;&cted 
preoedent.  We  have  in  rain  cslled  npw  oar 
opponents  to  meet  us  upon  that  f^roond,  and  to 
point  oat  the  olaose  of  the  oonstitation  vhich, 
by  express  grant  or  necessary  implicsti<n>,  nb- 
jecla  the  wUl  of  the  whole  <^dal  eorpa  to  dta 
pleasure  of  ^e  President^  to  be  dismiaaed  vhen- 
ever  he  thinks  prc^Mr,  witiiont  any  oasso,  and 
wlthont  any  reasons  publicly  as^gned  orsTOV* 
ed  for  the  Aamiadon.  and  wludi  exdodes  Gdb- 
gress  from  aU  authonty  to  legidate  agHut  ft* 
tremesdoQS  oonseqnenoea  of  such  a  vast  pov«r. 
No  each  clause  has  bera  ahown ;  nor  can  it  be, 
for  the  best  of  all  reaacMis,  because  it  does  not 
exist.  Tp«**'fi^  of  bringing  forward  any  sach 
sattsfaotory  evidence,  gentlemen  intrenditliem- 
selvea  behind  the  prwMdent  which  vas  estsb- 
liahed  in  1789,  when  the  first  Congreaa  recog- 
nized the  power  oi  dismisnon  in  the  President; 
that  Ls,  they  rely  upon  the  opinion  of  tiie  M 
Gonffreas  as  to  what  the  oonatitutioo  mtas^  « 

condndve  of  what  it  ia. 

pneedent  of  1789  vaa  estaUiahed  in  tba 

House  of  Repreaentativea  against  the  opumn 
of  a  large  and  able  minority,  and  in  tb«  Seiuta 
by  the  casting  vote  of  the  Vice  President,  Kr- 
John  Adams.  It  is  impoanble  to  read  the  de- 
bate which  it  ocoarioned,  without  being  imprea- 
ed  with  the  conviction  tiiat  the  jiistc«ifidei>(» 
repoeed  in  the  Father  of  his  OooDtry,  tL»  « 
the  head  of  the  Govemment,  had  great,  if  ^ 
decidve,  infiuenoe  in  establishing  iL  It 
never,  prior  to  the  commenoement  of  the 
ent  aaministration,  been  submitted  to  llw 
oess  of  review.  It  has  not  been  reoenddend; 
beofiose,  nndw  the  mild  admlnistratioa itftM 
predecessors  of  the  President,  it  was  not  abnswi 
bat  generally  applied  to  oases  to  irhi«h  tw 
power  was  jusUy  u>plioabIe. 

[Mr.  Olat  here  proceeded  to  recite  &m» 
memorandum  the  number  <rf  *>ffi'*" J1!?'?^T 
nnder  the  difibrent  Frestdenta,  fhia 
ttm  down;  hot  tfaerepoitM',  nothanv^M*" 
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to  the  memoraiidtiiiai,  is  nnaUe  to  note  the  pre- 
(me  number  nader  each,  and  can  onlx  etat& 
generall  J,  tbat  it  was  ineonddnable  nnder  all 
the  administratlGDs  prior  to  the  present;  bnt 
under  that  of  Oeneral  Jackson  the  number  of 
removals  amounted  to  more  than  two  thoaeand 
— of  which  some  five  or  six  hondrod  were  post- 
masters.] 

Bat,  Mr.  Pre^dent,  althonj^  the  bill  is,  I 
think,  right  in  principle,  it  does  not  seem  to  me 
to  go  Car  enough.  It  makes  no  provision  for  the 
insnffioieni^  of  the  reasons  of  the  President, 
hj  restoring  or  doing  jostice  to  the  ir^nred  of- 
floer.  It  will  be  some,  bnt  not  saffident 
restndnt  agunst  abnses.  I  have  therefore  pre- 
pared an  amendment  which  I  beg  leave  to 
off^r,  bnt  which  I  will  not  pr^  against  the 
decided  wishes  of  those  having  the  immediate 
care  of  the  bill.  B7  this  amendment,*  as  to 
an  offices  created  by  law,  with  certtUn  excep- 
tions, tJie  power  at  present  exendsed  is  made  a 
suspensory  power.  The  President  may,  in  the 
vacation  of  the  Senate,  suspend  the  officer  and 
appoint  a  temporary  snccessor.  At  the  next 
session  of  the  Senate  he  is  to  commnnicate  his 
reasons ;  and  if  they  are  deemed  sufficient,  the 
Bospension  is  confirmed,  and  the  Senate  will 
pass  upon  the  new  officer.  If  insnfficimt,  the 
oi^aoed  aSReee  is  to  be  restored.  This  ameod- 
ment  is  sabstantlally  the  same  proi>omti<m  as 
one  which  I  submitted  to  the  Mnmeration  of 
the  Senate  at  its  last  session.  Under  this  sus- 
pensory power,  the  President  will  be  able  to 
discharffe  all  defaulters  or  delinquents ;  and  it 
eannot  DO  doubted  tbat  the  Senate  will  concur 
in  all  such  dismissions.  On  the  other  hand,  it 
will  insure  the  integrity  and  independence  of 
the  officer,  «nce  he  will  feel  that  if  he  honestly 
and  faithfully  discharges  his  official  duties,  he 
cannot  be  displaced  arbitrarily,  or  from  mere 
caprice,  or  because  he  has  indepmdently  exer- 
cised tlie  elective  franchise. 

It  is  cont^ded  that  the  President  cannot  see 
that  the  laws  are  fUthfbDy  enoated,  unless  be 
possesses  the  power  of  removal.  That  injnno- 
tion  of  the  ccmstitntion  imports  a  mere  general 
snperintendenee,  except  where  he  is  spedally 
charged  with  the  execution  of  a  law.  It  is  not 
necessary  that  he  should  have  the  power  of 
dismission.  It  will  be  a  sufficient  security 
agfunst  the  abuses  of  subordinate  officers  that 
the  eye  of  the  President  is  upon  them,  and  that 
he  can  communicate  their  delinquency.  The 
State  Executives  do  not  possess  tots  power  of 
dismission.  In  several,  if  not  all  the  States, 
_  the  Governor  cannot  even  dismiss  the  Secretary 
.    of  State;  yet  we  have  heard  no  wmplaints  of 


*  The  smandmant  was  In  the  following  worda ; 

Jit  U  fitHAsr  UMcM,  That  In  all  IdsUimm  of  appotnt- 
mant  to  office  by  tha  Pracldeiit,  by  and  wltb  tha  advice 
and  oonaeDt  nf  the  Senate,  the  power  of  romoral  BhaQ  be 
•rar cUed  only  bi  aooearrenee  with  the  U«iMt« ;  and,  wbaa 
tbs  Benatc  to  not  la  aewloD,  the  President  mar  enqMnd  aaj 
aoch  officer,  eommunlcatlDg  hla  reasons  fbr  toe  anependon 
dmlDg  the  flrat  month  of  tta  cncceedlof  aeailan ;  and  If  the 
Beaaie  aosnr  vith  hloo,  the  otBear  aball  be  rentovart ;  bat 
tr  It  do  art  MMU  with  UiD,ttMolBo*r  shall  iMmtmd  to 
•tto«. 


the  iDeffl<^en^  at  State  £xeentives,  or  <tf  the 
admimstrationa  oi  the  laws  of  the  States.  The 
President  baa  no  power  to  diamisa  the  Jndiciaiy ; 
and  it  might  be  asked,  with  equal  planalMlity, 
how  he  could  see  that  the  laws  are  executed,  if 
the  Judges  will  not  conform  to  his  (^nlon,  and 
he  cannot  dismiss  them. 

But  it  is  not  neoessary  to  argne  the  general 
question,  in  considering  either  the  original  bill 
or  the  amendment.  Tl^  former  does  not  touch 
the  power  of  dismission,  and  the  latter  only 
makes  it  conditional  instead  of  being  absolnte. 

It  may  be  said  that  there  are  certain  great 
officers,  heads  of  DefMutments  and  fineign 
ministers,  between  whom  and  the  FresideDt 
entire  confidence  should  exist  That  is  admit- 
ted. But,  surely,  if  the  Preddent  remove  any 
of  them,  the  people  ought  to  know  the  eanse. 
The  amendment,  however,  does  not  reach  those 
classes  of  offloers.  And  supposing,  as  I  do,  that 
the  legislative  authority  is  competent  to  regu- 
late the  exercise  of  the  power  of  dismission, 
there  can  be  no  just  cause  to  imprehend  that  it 
will  fail  to  make  such  modifications  and  excep- 
tions as  may  be  called  for  by  the  public  interest; 
espedally  as  whatever  bill  may  be  passed  must 
obtain  the  approbation  of  the  OMef  Magistrate. 
And  if  it  should  attempt  to  impose  improper 
reetriotioDB  upon  the  ezeoative  anthtni^,  uat 
would  fiinrish  a  legitimate  oooanm  for  the  ez< 
endse  oi  the  veto.  Bi  onuAnaion,  I  i^l  most 
heartily  vote  fbr  the  tnll,  with  m  withont  the 
amendment  which  I  have  proposed. 


Fbiojlt,  February  20. 
BraruJui  of  tha  Mint. 

Mr.  Waqoahut  moved  to  take  up  the  bill 
for  the  establishment  of  branches  of  the  mint 
in  New  Orleims,  Aoraria,  and  in  North  Carolina 
and  Georgia;  which  was  ordered. 

Mr,  Waooahait  spoke  in  support  ot  the  bilL 
and  mgei  its  neoesnty  from  a  conside ration  of 
the  great  importatioDS  of  gold  and  ^ver  into 
New  Orleans,  and  the  great  expense  and  risk 
incurred  by  sending  on  all  the  bullion  from  the 
South  to  be  c<dned  at  BiUadelphia. 

Mr.  TALuunoK  proposed  an  amendment, 
having  for  Its  object  the  establishment  of  a 
brmch  of  the  mint  at  New  York  also. 

Mr.  Waooahan  felt  a  regret  that  he  must 
object  to  the  am«idment  as  an  appendage  to 
the  present  bill :  New  York  was  within  six 
hours'  easy  travel  to  Philadelphia,  and  bullion 
could  be  coined  free  of  exjwnse  to  them,  where- 
as it  cost  to  the  owners  m  New  Orleans  two 
and  a  half  per  cent 

Mr.  OiinonH  h<^>ed  tiie  amendment  would 
not  be  pressed  at  present:  when  the  proper 
time  abomd  oome,  he  woidd  be  glad  to  vote  for 
having  brandies  at  New  York,  Boston,  Norfolk, 
Charleston,  and  other  necessary  and  central 
places.  One  reason  for  pres^g  now  for  their 
mimedlate  establishment,  as  by  the  bill,  was,  that 
the  whole  amonnt  of  the  expenses  which  their 
entaWiihTwent  would  cause,  was  more  Hum 
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eounterbalanoed  by  the  expensee  which  the  di»- 
lanoe    ^ladelpnift  00QSa«Hied. 

Mr.  BiHTOir  note  in  the  same  mnee ;  be 
wtsbed  to  flee  a  bard  metallic  currency  in  the 
hands  of  ^e  people;  be  iranted  it  to  be  made 
to  mn  in  that  chaonelf  viz. :  the  great  body  of 
the  people ;  he  wanted  the  coon  try  to  be  saved 
from  tiie  rag  system ;  he  wanted  a  sonnd  and 
solid  correDcy  to  be  established  instead  of  pa- 
per, vbetber  from  local  or  any  other  banks; 
he  was  anzioos  to  see  the  currency  broofj^t 
back  to  that  solid  condition  in  which  it  was 
when  the  States  sarrendered  np  the  right  of 
coining  to  the  federal  Oovemment ;  next  seanon 
he  woold  not  oppose  a  motion  for  the  benefit 
of  other  ^daoes,  but  at  present  the  latenen  of 
the  session,  and  the  immediate  neoesnty  of  the 
places  mentioned  in  the  bill,  made  it  desirable 
not  to  embarrass  its  progress  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  other  places,  notnmder  drenmstanoes 
of  eqoat  pressure;  he  tlierafore  shonld  vote 
against  Uie  amendment 

If  r.  TixLMADOB  withdrew  his  amendment. 

An  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Kixo,  of 
Alabama,  was  adopted ;  to  the  effect  that  the 
salaries  of  the  officers  shonld  not  commence 
tiU  the  neoessaiy  bnildiogs  were  built. 

Vt,  Clat  proposed  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the 
table,  and  that  it  ahoold  be  printed  with  the 

Mr.  Vfiaauux  flien  anaited  to  flie  motion, 
on  an  nnderstandrng  th^  to-moxrow  lie  voold 
again  call  up  the  but 

fkeeutiee  Patronagg — SemovaU. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to 
repeal  the  first  and  second  sections  of  the  act 
to  limit  tlie  term  ot  office  certun  officen 
therein  named. 

The  qnestion  being  on  the  passage  of  the  bill, 

Mr.  Bkston  moved  to  recommit  Uie  bilL 
vith  htMntattoas  to  confine  the  operation  of 
tiie  tidrd  seotum  to  the  chm  of  officers  named 
In  the  first  aeetioa ;  and  in  otJier  aeotions  to 
make  snoh  changea  as  wonid  confirm  the  Inll 
to  the  bill  of  1826.  He  wished  to  avoid  touch- 
ing In  any  way  the  power  of  the  ^eddent  to 
make  removauw 

Mr.  Caiaodn  remarked  that  the  difference 
between  the  two  bills  was  merely  verbal.  The 
bill  implies  the  power  of  removal  in  the  Presi- 
dent. Ut.  0.  read  from  the  report  of  Mr.  Ben- 
ton, to  show  that  the  committee  then  thought 
that  the  President  had  no  power  to  remove 
from  office  those  appointed  by  and  witix  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  without  the 
oODOurrenee  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Wkbstbb  wished  the  bill  to  be  made  pre- 
cisely to  conform  to  the  third  section  of  the 
bill  of  1826.  He  wished,  instead  of  recomndt- 
tal,  that  the  bill  ^oold  m  amended  by  general 
eottsent 

Mr.  I^oH  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  source 
whence  the  President  derived  the  power  of  re- 
moval. He  was  willing  that  the  bill  should  be 
amended  to  ooofbrm  to  the  wiahes  of  the  6«l- 


[Fkbhdakt,  1886. 

ator  frnn  IGssonri  BeUeviiig  that  tiliti  ISH 
went  beyond  that  o(  1828,  hj  iodndiiw  all  mili- 
tary officers^  he  was  dedroos  to  have  U  amend* 
ed  ra  that  req>eet  without  reoommitmeiitL 

Mr.  CiTTHBicBT  said  that  the  question  now 
came  ap  in  a  new  aq>eot.  He  woinld  desira  to 
have  the  bill  recommitted. 

Mr.  Webstrb  sud  he  wished  the  bill  to  be 
recommitted,  and  he  would  vote  for  that  motion 
without  the  instructions.  The  bill  might  be 
recommitted,  and  if  the  Senate  wonld  j^vo 
permission,  the  committee  conld  ait,  and  r^ort 
the  amendments  in  fifteen  minutes. 

The  motion  to  recommit,  waa  dedded  in  the 
affirmative. 

Mr.  OLATTinr  then  expressed  a  hope  that  the 
inatmotions  would  not  be  pressed,  or,  if  pressed, 
wonld  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Bunov  withdrew  his  instmctions. 

Mr.  Calbohh  repented  the  bill  with  ameiid< 
ments  conformable  to  the  nnderatanding  of  tfae 
Senate. 

The  amendments  were  thea  ooncnrred  in. 

Mr.  Hill  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding 
the  first  clause  of  the  proposition  he  bad  offered, 
which  provides  that  all  deliberations  on  nomi- 
nations shall  be  with  open  doors,  and  asked  tor 
tfae  yeas  and  nays,  whwh  were  ordered, 

Mr.  BvaBASAS  wished  tJie  anwDdmeot  to  be 
withdrawa  It  was  too  late  an  hour  to  make 
BO  important  an  amendment'  He  mnat  vote 
against  it. 

The  question  was  thra  taken ;  Teas  8, 
nays  40. 

The  bill  waa  wdered  to  be  engrosaed  Sat  a 
third  reading. 


SxTnmAT,  February  21. 
Selatioiu  with  France. 
Mr.  SiLSBER  said  be  had  been  requested  to 
present  to  the  Senate  three  memorials  on  the 
sabjet^  of  our  present  relatione  with  Franoa. 
One  of  these  menu»iala,  he  aaid^  was  ri^ned 
by  between  five  and  rix  hmdred  <k  the  (ntunns 
of  Salem ;  the  other  two  memorials  were  from 
the  towns  of  Marblehead  and  Beverly,  in  the 
State  of  Massacbnsetta,  and  bore  the  sigoatores 
of  a  large  nnmber  of  the  citizens  ot  those 
towns.  Mr.  S.  said  that  a  number  of  Uiese 
memorialists  bad  been  long  personally  known 
to  him,  and  that  he  knew  no  individuals,  here 
or  elsewhere,  more  competent  to  form  correct 
opinions  upon  the  subjects  to  which  these  me- 
morials relate,  or  more  disposed  to  present  an 
nndisgoised  and  faxt  ezpontion  of  their  win* 
ions,  than  many  whoee  namea  were  afilzea  to 
these  memorials ;  and  believing^  siod  Mr.  fi.* 
that  the  memwiala  raqnesa  the  views  of  the 
memoriaUats  better  than  I  can  do  it  for  than, 
I  move  that  they  be  read. 

After  the  reading  of  the  memorials,  Mr. 
SiLSBKB  said  that,  as  the  important  sabjeci  to 
which  these  memorials  relate  was  not  now 
nnder  the  ocmnderation  of  any  committee  *^ 
the  Senate,  and  as  Important  intdligenoe  rdat* 
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Bnmchea  of  the  Mint. 


ing  to  it  (tiie  harbinger  of  which  had  alreodr 
reached  oa)  mi^t  be  hoarly  expected,  he  wonld, 
at  the«iggMti(Hi  of  several  friends  in  the  Senate, 
move  that  they  be  printed,  and,  for  the  presoit, 
lud  on  the  table. 

Exeeutice  Patronage, 

The  bill  to  repeal  the  first  and  second  sections 
of  the  act  to  limit  the  term  of  office  of  certain 
officers  therein  named  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed  by  the  following  vote : 

TBAB.~Uea8n.  Bell,  Benton,  Bibb,  Black,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  Clayton,  Ewit^,  Frelinghuyaen,  Qolds- 
borough,  Kent,  King  of  Geoigia,  Leigh,  McKean, 
Mangnm,  Koore,  Naudain,  Foiodexter,  Porter,  Pren- 
tisi,  Preston,  Bobbins,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Southard, 
8wm,  TomliDBon,  Tyler,  Wafjsaman,  WcJtater,  White 
—81. 

Nats. — Ueesn.  Bromi,  Bachanan,  Cuthbert,  Hen- 
dricks, Hill,  Kaiw,  Kins  of  Alabama,  XiJ^it,  lion, 
Ifofria,  Boblnson,  Rog^M,  Shepl^,  hUmadge,  Tip- 
ton, Wrif^ii— 16. 

Avma&M  nf&^»  Mint. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Waooaicah,  tiie  Senate 
reaomed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the 
Inll  to  eateUish  branches  <tf  the  mint  of  the 
United  Statea. 

A  protracted  and  diaonrriTe  debate  then  en- 
nied,  in  vhieh  Ibaars.  FsiLinaHUTBEH,  ICah- 
oiJii*  Calhouit,  Bsnton,  Pobtu,  Wxbstbb, 
GoLDSBOBouoH,  Clat,  and  Ewino,  participated, 
when  the  principles  of  the  gold  bill  of  last 
aession  were  folly  gone  into. 

The  qnestion  to  postpone  was  determined  in 
the  negative  by — 

Teas. — ^Hessra  Bell,  Buchanan,  Clay,  Eiring,  Fre- 
linghuyeen,  Goldsborough,  Hill,  Knight,  HcEean, 
Naudain,  FrentiBS,  Bobbins,  Smith,  Southard,  Swift, 
'npton— 16. 

Nats.— UesBTs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Black,  Brown,  Cal- 
houn, Cuthbert,  Hendricks,  Kane,  Kng  of  Alabama 


King  of  Qeor^  Ldgh,  linn,  Mangnm,  Hoore,  Mor- 
ris, Poiudexter,  Porter,  Weston,  Boblnson,  Kwpley, 
Silabee,  Tallmadge,  Tyler,  Waggaman,  Webster, 

White,  Wright— 27. 

]tfr.  Clat,  with  a  view  to  test  the  opinion  of 
the  Senate,  moved  its  reoommltroent  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  with  instructions  to 
amend  the  bill  so  as  to  anthoiize  the  establish- 
mmt  of  one  brandi  only ;  apon  which  motion 
he  asked  tbo  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  order- 
ed, and  were : 

Tkas.— Ueasia.  Bell,  Black,  Buchanan,  Clay, 
Ewing,  Frelinghnysen,  Goldsborough,  Hill,  Knight, 
UcKean,  Ifou^dn,  Prentiss,  BobtHns,  SoiiUi,  South- 
ard, Swift,  11pt<H),  TomUnacm— 18. 

AATB.— Measrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Calhoun, 
Cuthbert,  Hendricks,  Kane,  King  of  Alabama,  King 
of  Georgia,  Leigh,  Linn,  Uangum,  Hoore,  Poindex- 
ter.  Porter,  Preston,  Robinaon,  Rogdes,  Sbepley^ 
Tallmadge,  Tyler,  Waggaman,  Whiee|Wr^;h(--24.  ^ 

Hr.  Clat  then  moved  to  postpone  the  bill 
till  Uondfty  next,  and,  on  that  motion,  he  asked 
the  yeas  and  naja,  which  wm  ormred,  and 
were— yesa  80,  ni^i  99. 


The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  with  the 
amendments,  which  being  concurred  in,  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  enfraased  tcx  a  third 
reading. 


TuMDAT,  Febraary  84^ 

Pullio  Printer. 

Kr.  Fbeston  stated  that  he  had  ^ven  notice 
that  he  shonld  to-dsy  call  np  his  resolation  con- 
cerning the  election  of  a  printer  for  the  Senate. 
Bat,  as  he  perceived  that  the  seats  were  thin, 
he  woold  not  call  np  that  sabject  to-day,  nor 
was  he  prepared  to  say  on  what  day  he  ^ould 
move  his  resolation,  although  it  would  be  ne- 
cessary to  do  so  at  an  early  period. 

Prancha  qf  the  Mint. 

The  bill  to  establish  branches  of  the  mint  of 
the  United  States  was  read  a  third  time. 

[This  bill  proposes  to  provide  by  law  that 
branches  of  the  mint  of  the  United  States  shall 
be  established  as  follows:^ one  branch  at  the 
city  of  New  Orleans,  for  the  coinage  of  gold 
and  silver ;  tme  branch  at  the  town  of  Charlotte, 
in  Uecklenberg  connty,  in  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  for  the  coinage  of  gold  only ;  and  one 
branch  at  or  near  Dahlonega,  in  Lumpkin  conn- 
ty, in  the  State  of  Georgia,  also  for  tne  coinage 
of  gold  only ;  and  to  appropriate  snfficient  eams 
of  money  for  the  pnipose  of  purchasing  sites, 
erecting  suitable  boildmgs,  and  completing  the 
neceeeary  combinationa  of  machinery  fnr  the 
several  branches  aforesaid. 

The  second  section  proposes  to  provide  that, 
so  soon  as  the  necessary  bnildings  are  erected 
for  the  pnrpoee  of  well  conducting  the  business 
of  each  of  the  said  branches,  the  following  of- 
ficers shall  be  appointed  upon  the  nomination 
of  the  President  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate:  one  snperinteuden^  one 
treasurer,  one  asaayer,  one  chief  ooiner,  <me 
melter,  and  one  refiner;  and  that  the  superin- 
tendent of  each  mint  ahall  engage  and  employ 
as  many  clerks  and  as  many  sabordinote  work- 
men and  servants  as  shall  be  provided  fbr  by 
law,  &o. 

lie  third  section  proposes  to  provide  that 
the  officers  and  clerks  to  be  appointed  under 
this  actL  before  entering  npon  the  dnties  thereof, 
sh^  take  oath  and  give  bonds  fw  the  futhfiil 
and  diligent  perfiwmanoe  a{  the  datles  of  thfir 
offices. 

Section  fourth  proposes  to  provide  that  the 

Cral  direction  of  the  bnmness  of  the  said 
ohee  of  the  mint  of  the  United  States  ahall 
be  nndor  the  control  and  relation  of  the 
director  of  the  mint  at  Philadelphia,  sabject  to 
the  wprob^on  of  the  Secretary  of  theXreaa- 
nry,  3eo. 

Section  fifth  proposes  to  provide  that  all  the 
laws  and  parts  of  laws  made  for  the  relation 
of  the  mint  of  the  United  States,  aboil  be 
in  fall  force  in  relation  to  each  of  the  branches 
of  the  mint  proposed  to.be  astabliahed  by  tlua 
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bill,  so  far  M  the  MOM  dull  be  an^icablft  there- 
to.] 

Mr.  Bunov  viewed  thii  qneaUon  u  one  of 
oorrencj ;  and,  of  all  qnestioDs  which  007 
GoTenunent  ooold  ducoia,  that  was  one  of  the 
most  important  to  the  people ;  for  every  man 
must  feel  hims^  interested  in  the  cur- 

rency of  hia  country.  There  were  now  no  less 
than  six  hundred  hanks  in  the  Union  employed 
in  (xrfiuiig  p^er  moii«y.  It  was  time  tiiat  an 
cud  was  put  to  this  state  ot  thiiigs ;  that  that 
aisanble  trash  abooU  be  ttttorly  proscribed. 
He  wished  to  see  the  oountry  retnm  to  that 
qtedes  <tf  currency  wUdi  existed  forty-flve 
yeara  ago^  when  the  revenuee  of  tiie  federal 
QoTeroment  were  pud  in  gold  and  silver.  He 
looked  upon  the  passage  of  the  gold  hill  at  the 
last  seasiott  as  highly  important,  and  as  the  first 
step  towards  the  commencement  of  a  sound 
ana  valoable  oiroolating  medium — sold  and  sil- 
ver. He  considered  this  as  a  question  of  pi4>er 
on  one  ade,  and  oM.  on  the  other.  He  saould 
vote  for  the  Ull,  but  against  the  Teoominhment 
of  it. 

Hr.  Buox  Ad  not  think  it  nracUoable  to  «»• 
tahlidi  a  onrrenoy  of  that  kina  whieh  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  lUssbori  bad  moitkiBed. 
The  present  qnesticn  had  nothing  to  do  with 
that  matter.  The  only  question  now  was, 
whether  gold  was  of  more  value  here  than 
elsewhere.  If  it  was  of  more  value  elsewhere, 
it  would  go  out  of  the  country ;  he  oared  not 
vbat  shM>e  It  might  be  pot  into,  wliether  ea^ee 
or  any  thing  else. 

Hr.  Kkioht  Bi^d  that  he  understood  the  dif- 
ferenoe  in  the  exchange  in  gold  between  Hew 
Orleans  and  tlie  northern  cities  was  one  and  a 

rLTter  per  cent.,  which  was  sulBoient  to  pay 
expuue  of  its  transportation  to  Philadel- 
phia. 

Hr.  WAOflAtCAir  remark  thi^  the  ezohanm 
might  be  higher  between  Boatim,  New  Yonc, 
and  other  northern  pwt^  and  New  Orteans, 
than  it  was  between  the  latter  city  and  Balti- 
more and  other  southern  ports.  The  transport- 
ation of  bullion  between  the  oitira  of  New 
Orleans  and  Philadelphia  had  always  cost  two 
and  a  half  per  cent.  It  could  not  be  sent  to 
Philadelphia  and  returned  in  less  time  than 
from  sixty  to  ninety  days.  Then,  it  was  to  be 
remembered,  that  the  interest  upon  that  Ume 
was  to  be  included  in  the  expense;  and  interest 
at  New  Orleans  was  8  per  cent: 

Hr.  Benton  stated  that  the  South  and  South- 
west were  put  to  great  inoonveniwee  in  conse- 
quence of  having  to  send  their  gold  to  Phila- 
delphia to  be  coined.  Owing  to  the  great 
expense  of  tranqwrtation,  and  the  loss  of  so 
much  time,  the  money  was  frequently  not  re- 
turned ;  and  the  result  to  those  parts  of  Ute 
country  was,  that  they  were  thereby  deprived 
of  a  metallic  currency. 

Mr.  Kniobt  said  mach  stress  had  been  laid 
ou  the  cost  of  transportine  gold  to  Philadelphia 
and  back.  Why  send  it  bade,  if  it  was  worth 
more  in  Philadelphia  tlian  New  OrleanaS  He 


[FMmmr.iai 

was  satisfied  that  gold  waa  worth  more  at  the 
former  than  at  the  latter  place. 

Hr.  PoBTKB  observed  that  he  had  not  heard 
an  argument  that  day  which  went  to  AsoTf 
that  it  was  not  important  to  have  a  mint  es- 
tablished at  New  Orleans.  In  his  judgmoit 
one  was  absdutely  necessary. 

Mr.  Cut  said  that  the  Senate  had  been  told 
that  gold  and  silver  was  one  and  a  qnart»  pa: 
cent,  mgher  in  Philadelphia  than  at  Kew  Or- 
leans, and  tliat  that  peroentage  just  de&ayed 
the  expense  ttf  tranqiortation. 

"Why  did  a  man,  poasessing  a  given  amoont 
of  Spanish  milled  dollars  or  doubloonsi  send 
them  to  PhUadelphiat  He  (Hr.  a)  was  at  a 
loss  to  know.  It  was  to  be  remembered  that 
those  foreign  ooiia  would  pass  equally  is  ve^ 
and  be  received  by  evCTvbody,  as  the  cnmnt 
ooin  the  ooontry.  The  ownw  of  the  coin, 
then,  did  not  ship  it  in  order  that  it  miriit  be 
rendered  current,  because  it  was  alre^y  so. 
Was  not  that  the  fact  t  Yes,  it  was.  Those 
doubloons  or  Spanish  milled  dollars  were  ship- 
ped to  Philadelphia,  not  because  they  warn 
not  pass  at  New  OrkMn&  bnt  baeanse  the  eoam 
of  trade  demanded,  or  the  intareat  of  oomntttte 
reauhred,  that  they  should  be  sent  to  nOadet 
phia.  Let  him  suppose  the  estabHahmeBt  ef  s 
mint  at  New  Orleans,  and  that  those  Spsmab 
milled  dollars  and  doublocms  were  transfomied 
into  American  ^ver  and  gold  ooin,  what  Tooid 
the  owner  do  with  them  then  t  OosH  he  do 
more  than  pass  them  as  he  did  M  prsaeetl 
Could  he  do  more  than  pass  them  to  p^  debts 
under  the  authority  of  law  ?  What  would  he 
do,  then,  but  send  them  to  Philadelphia,  if  the 
exchange  and  the  course  of  trade  were  in  hii 
£avor  I  Was  that  a  delusive  argument }  Gold 
and  wlver  were  now  transported  to  Fhilsd^ 
phia  because  they  were  worth  more  than  thaa 
at  New  Orleans.  He  thought,  under  all  m 
ohronmstanoea  of  the  oaa^  that  a  brandi  mint 
at  New  Orleans  was  nnoalled  for  and  unneo^ 
sary.  The  arguments  which  had  been  addnoed 
in  favor  of  it  wwe,  in  hia  f^dnioii,  eotirdj 
fiJlaoions. 

Mr.  Oaimovh  observed  that,  if  tiie  azriii>^* 
of  the  Senator  irom  Kentucky  proved  any 
thing,  it  proved  too  much.  The  gentUman 
professed  to  be  fond  of  retrenchment;  let  him, 
then,  move  that  the  mint  situated  in  Philadel- 
phia be  abolished.  There  were  many  gentle- 
men who  would  be  ready  to  second  that  motios. 
The  United  States  had  taken  a  monopoly  into 
its  own  hands,  and  evinced  a  dispoeition  to 
diog  to  it  Aai  it  was  now  propMed  to  anb- 
jeot  those  States  who  had  now  applied  to  Con- 
gress to  grant  them  branch  mints,  to  a  oontma- 
aoce  of  that  inoonvenienoe  ahd  loss  which  tnej 
had  BO  long  endured.  The  thing  was  •» 
arbitrary  as  if  the  United  States  were  to  ande^ 
take  the  packing  of  aXl  the  cotton  which  wW 
grown  in  the  country,  at  a  loss  to  the  propn^ 
tor  of  8  per  oenL  This  was  a  qn«t*5Vj 
great  magnitude,  of  vital  interest  to  the  SooUf 
and  therefore  deaerred  the  most  sericv 
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(^deration.  Be  had,  howevw,  he  was  sorry  to 
say.  Been  more  perseveriog  oppoeition  made  to 
it  than  to  any  other  measure  for  the  last  two 
years.  It  was  and  ought  to  be  treated  as  a 
Beodonal  qaestion,  ba^  nevertiidess,  as  one 
calonlated  to  extend  equal  benefits  to  aU  the 
States, 

Hr.  Out  fl«d,  if  there  had  been  resiBtaace 
on  the  one  side,  there  had  ^so  been  a  moet 
nnparalteled,  and,  he  most  say,  vnboimded 
persereraDce  on  the  other.  This  was  a  seo- 
tional  qneation  I  Of  what  sectional  oharaoter 
was  it!  The  honoraUe  Senator  had  talked 
abont  diatribnting  eqnally  aometbiog  that  would 
be  beneficial  to  ul  the  States.  When  the  land 
bill  was  Boder  c<Hisideration,  where  then  were 
the  docbines  ct  the  gentleman  in  relation  to 
diatribnting  the  proceeds  equally  among  all  the 
States  ct  this  confederacy  ?  Sectional  1  What 
was  there  sectional  in  &e  establishmoit  of  a 
mint  at  Charlotte,  or  in  the  ranote  bosom  of 
Georgia !  If  a  proposition  hod  been  made  to 
estabush  mints  at  some  more  important  points 
of  attraction,  be  wonld  have  voted  for  them 
with  infinitely  more  readiness.  Seetional  t  A 
little  paltiT  ezpenditore  d  some  $16,000  or 
$80^000.  But  the  honorable  Senator  amied 
tiiat  if  his  (Ur.  argument  proved  any  thing, 
it  jvored  that  there  was  no  mint  neoessaiy  at 
M.  "Mr.  0.  diraented  entirely  from  the  iuer- 
enees  drawn  by  the  Senator  from  Sonth  Caro- 
lina on  that  w^t,  and  wonld  insist  that  the 
reolstanoe  whv^  he  made  to  the  establishment 
of  those  branch  mints  was  based  on  the  gronnd 
that  it  would  be  an  nnneceessiy  expenditure  of 
the  pnbllo  money,  quite  nnoaUed  for  and  nn- 
neoesaary.  He  wonld  repeat  that,  in  whatevOT 
light  he  had  viewed  the  measure,  he  had  been 
nnable  to  come  to  any  other  conolnaion  than 
thia:  that  it  was,  in  his  hnmUe  jnd^mantt 
ddudve,  nnoalled  toe.  oaknlated  to  deoeive  the 
paqole,  to  bdd  ont  ideas  which  will  never  be 
xeaUxed,  and  ae  ntter^  nnworfhy  the  onidder- 
atibn  of  the  8«i^ 

Mr.  OAxaovK  ejpressed  his  astonishment  at 
the  warmth  which  the  tumorable  Senator  bad 
■hown  in  debating  this  question — a  question 
which  he  Qtr.  0.)  would  repeat,  was  as  much 
sectional  as  any  thing  could  be  in  one  point  of 
view;  but,  in  another,  it  was  national.  Let 
gcutlonen  say  what  they  would,  this  Govern- 
ment was  bound,  in  his  opinion,  to  establish 
the  minte  which  had  now  been  asked  for. 

The  motion  to  recommit  the  bill  was  nega- 
tived. 

TxAS.— MessTB.  Bell,  Black,  Bnchanan,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Ewing,  Frelin^uyBen,  Qoldaborougb,  HiU, 
Kidriit,  UcKean,  Korris,  Nandaiu,  Robbins,  Bilabee, 
Bodib,  Soothaid,  Swift,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Webster 
—SI. 

Kats.— Heesn.  Benton,  Kbb,  Brown,  CaDunm, 
Outhbert,  Hendridca,  Kane,  King  of  AUiama,  King 
of  Georgia,  Lei^,  Linn,  Haognm,  Porter,  Preston, 
Sobinaon,  RuggTee,  Sheidey,  TaUnudg^  Tyler,  Wag- 
gaman,  White,  Wri^tf-^ 


The  qneetiMi  on  tiie  pass^  of  the  bill,  wai 
deotdea  as  l^ows : 

Tkas.— Veasrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Calhoun, 
Cntbbert,  Hendricks,  Kane,  King  of  Alabama,  King 
Geoi^a,  Ldgfa,  Linn,  Uaognm,  Korris,  Porter, 
Preston,  Robinson,  Boggles,  Sheidey,  Tallma^ 
Tyler,  Wamtaman,  Webeter,  White,  Wright— 24. 

NATa.-Se8Bre.  BelL  Black,  Buchanan,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Ewing,  Frebn^ttyaoi,  Ooldaborough,  Hill, 
Knight,  H^ean,  Nandain,  Robbina,  Slabee,  Smith, 
Southard,  Swiik,  Tipton,  TomUosoo— 10. 

80  the  Un  was  passed  and  sent  to  the  Hotise. 


WnansnJiT,  Fetanaiy  2ft. 

LUtrict  <tf  Columbia. 

The  Senate  resnmed  the  unfinished  bosiness 
of  last  evening,  being  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of 
tiie  corporations  <^  Wastungton,  Georgetown, 
and  Alexandria. 

[The  bia  as  reported  granted  $70,000  a  year, 
for  five  years,  to  the  corporstion  of  Washing- 
ton ;  and  $17,600  each  to  the  oorporationa  ^ 
Alexandria  and  Oeoigetovn,  for  the  same  pe- 
riod.] 

The  questim  was  taken  on  the  engrossment 
of  the  MO,  and  decided  as  fbOows: 

TxAS.— Measra.  Benton,  Bibb,  Bodianan,  Clay, 
Cuthbert,  Ewing,  Frelinghayaen,  Goldsborougfa,  Kane, 
Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Knight, 
Lmg^  Zdui,  UcKean,  Nandain,  Porter,  Preaton, 
Bob^  aiabee.  Southard,  Swift,  Tomlinaon,  Tyler, 
Waggaman,  Webstei^a7. 

l^TS.— Keaara.  Blade,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Grundy, 
Hendridca,  Hill,  Haogum,  Horria,  Frentiai^  Botun^ 
eon,  Bugglea,  Shepley,  Tipton,  Wright— 14. 


Thobsdat,  Feitmary  28. 

Ur.  Shbflst  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
h(morable  John  Buooles,  elected  a  Senator 
from  the  State  of  Kiune,  for  six  years,  com- 
niiyn^TT^g  from  the  4th  day  of  ICaroh  next. 

^encih  Selationa. 
A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  enclosing  copies  of  the 
correspondence  which  has  taken  place  between 
Ifr.  Uvingston  and  Mr.  Forsyth,  and  Mr.  For- 
sytii  and  Br.  Serurier,  since  the  last  commoni- 
cation.  The  Message  and  documents  were 
ordered  to  be  jninted,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Bdations. 

PubZie  D^oritt. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  flie 
hoi  to  regulate  the  public  deposits. 

[Hera  follows  ths  bUl,  the  pnvialons  of  wfakh  ap- 
pear snffldently  in  Ae  debate.] 

Mr.  Websteb  said  that,  in  discussing  the  pro- 
visions and  merits  of  this  bill,  it  was  necessary 
so  often  to  allude  to  the  Bonk  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  withdrawal  (tf  the  Government 
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deposits  from  that  instJtiition,  that  he  would 
take  occasion  to  say  a  few  words,  and  they 
shonld  be  very  few,  upon  that  sntiject  In  the 
first  place,  he  wished  to  say  that  he  considered 
the  qaestion  of  renewing  the  bank  charter  as 
entirely  settled.  It  cotdd  not  he  renewed. 
Public  opinion,  he  thonght  very  unfortunately 
for  the  coontry,  had  decided  against  it ;  and 
while  there  was  a  strong  and  prevuling  senti- 
ment in  the  minds  of  the  commiinity  against  a 
measure,  it  was  quite  naeleas  to  move  sndi 
measure.  For  Iuidm^  he  shoold  take  no  part 
in  any  attempt  to  renew  the  charter  of  the 
bai^  The  people  had  decided  against  its  oon- 
tinuance,  and  it  mast  expire. 

The  bank  must  wind  np  its  afiiurs ;  its  debts 
mast  be  collected,  and  its  circolation  after  a 
while,  entirely  withdrawn;  and,  when  this 
takes  place,  or  begins  to  take  place,  then,  and 
not  till  then,  the  existing  Government  *'  e:q>eri- 
ment "  will  begin  to  he  pnt  to  the  proof.  At 

E resent,  all  is  fur  weather;  the  question  is, 
ow  wUl  it  be,  when  it  becomes  necessary  to 
fill  up  Uie  void  occasioned  by  withdrawing  the 
bills  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  by 
notes  of  the  deposit  banks  ?  When  these  hanks 
shall  be  bron^t  to  on  their  own  means, 
their  own  cndit,  and  their  own  fadlities; 
when  the  snhstantial  succor  of  a  universally 
accredited  paper  currency,  of  twenty  millions 
in  amount,  shall  be  withdrawn,  then  the  experi- 
ment will  be  put  on  trial. 

It  is  known^  ur,  that  I  am  one  of  those  who 
believe  in  the  mipracticahility  of  an  exclusive, 
or  of  a  general  metallic  currency.  Such  a 
currency  is  not  suited  to  the  ago,  nor  to  com- 
mercial convenience.  The  retuni  of  the  golden 
ageisadream.  Therewillcontinuetobebanks; 
and  the  mass  of  circi^lation  will  be  a  paper  cir- 
culation of  some  kind ;  and  the  qneatton  will 
be,  whether  State  institutions,  associated  toge- 
thw  as  deposit  banks,  can  fonush  a  sound  and 
universally  accredited  drenlation. 

At  present  they  are  not  proved  capable  of 
any  such  thing.  If  &  gentleman  here  wishes 
to  remit  money  to  New  England,  or  to  the 
Ohio  Kiver,  he  cert^nly  does  not  send  bills  of 
the  deposit  bank  of  this  District.  If  a  single 
individual  has  done  that,  by  way  of  trying  the 
*'  experiment,"  he  probably  does  not  repeat  the 
trial;  and,  at  any  rate,  the  example  is  not 
generally  followed.  Deposit  banks  pay  specie ; 
which  is,  BO  far,  very  well.  And  a  person  with 
a  check  on  one  of  those  banks  can  obtain 
Bpede;  sad.  with  that  spede^  he  can  obtain 
bills  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  And 
this  is  the  process  he  will  go  through,  if  he 
wish  to  remit  money  in  the  shape  of  bank 
notes  to  any  oonsiderahle  distance.  In  fact, 
that  is  well  known  to  be  the  only  practice. 
How  this  is  to  be  effected,  when  there  shall  be 
no  longer  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
to  be  had,  remains  to  be  seen. 

I  have  said,  sir,  the  day  of  trial  has  not 
com&  and  tiiat  all  as  yet  seems  clear  weather. 
Bat  I  have  recently  leuned  some  qrmptoms  of 
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approaching  squalls;  some  little  specks  of 
clouds,  at  least,  make  their  appearance  abon 
the  horizon.   I  learn,  from  anthority  not  to  be 
qaestioned,  that,  within  the  last  week  or  ten 
days,  a  Treasury  warrant  was  drawn  on  a 
deposit  bank  in  one  of  the  cities,  payable  is 
another  city.   The  hank  on  wliioh  the  warrant 
was  drawn  offered  to  pay  la  a  check  on  a  bank 
in  the  city  where  the  warrant  was  payable; 
and,  when  the  check  was  presented,  it  was 
found  to  be  made  payable  in  cnnrent  bank 
notes.  Here,  I  tiihiK,      there  is,  as  I  ban 
said,  a  small  dond  darkemng  the  early'dawn 
of  the  new  golden  day  of  our  currency.  Even 
so  soon  as  the  present  hoar,  Treasury  drafts 
are  thus  offered  to  be  pud  in  current  bank 
notes.   I  have  very  good  reason  to  believe,  rir, 
that  other  depont  banks  draw  their  checks  in 
like  manner,  payable  in  current  bank  notes. 
And  I  have  called  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
to  these  occurrences,  not  merely  to  expose  tbe 
practice,  but  to  correct  it  also.    I  wish  to  ^U/a 
It  at  the  threshold,  by  declaring  it  illegal ;  ana 
I  have  prepared  a  section,  which  I  trust  the 
Senate  will  see  the  importanoe  of  inaerlu%  in 
thubiU. 

Hx.  Ewnre  said  he  had  alwnv  believed  tbit 
tiie  local  banks  would  be  found  nnaUe  to  esny 
on  the  operations  of  the  Government^  but  he 
had  not  expected  that  they  would  so  sood 

reach  the  point  of  fdlure. 

Mr.  Bbntoit  expressed  his  high  indignsticm 
at  the  attempt  to  which  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  had  alluded,  and  was  ready  to 
go  as  far  as  that  Senstor,  if  not  Auther,  to 
prevent  any  recurrence.  He  was  disposed  to 
go  so  &r  as  to  hold  up  to  the  public  the  names 
of  any  of  tbe  banks  which  had  thus  acted. 

Mr.  B.  sud  that  the  &ot  stated  by  the  gentle- 
man ttam  IbssBohasetts^  he  apprdiended  to  be 
as  he  had  represented  it;  and  lie  took  the  oecft* 
don  to  express  his  hi^est  indignation  at  it; 
and  he  was  wilHng  to  go  as  far,  or  fjarther  than 
any  other  gentleman  to  prevent  it  "When  Kr. 
GiUIatin,  in  1811,  made  arrangements  for  pay- 
ment of  all  Tnuumry  warrants,  he  expressly 
required  them  to  be  pud  in  gold  and  silver. 
This  arrangement  was  what  he  expected  at  this 
time ;  and  he  would  not  only  concur  in  the 
amendment,  bnt  he  would  go  Airther,  and  ooit- 
cnr  in  an  inquiry  why  there  had  been  any 
relaxation  from  what  he  thonght  last  yetf 
would  have  been  the  system  adopted. 

Mr.  liBioH  said  that  no  one  who  knew  tM 
views  and  opinions  ni  the  honorable  gentleinsa 
from  Missouri  on  this  subject,  would  feel  si^ 
prised  at  the  expression  of  his  indignation  am 
regret  at  such  a  departure  &om  the  prindples 
he  has  advocated.  All  believe  that  the  gentle- 
man wishes  to  restore  a  hard-money  currenoy; 
but  he  (Mr.  L.)  had  not  been  so  sanguine  as  ta 
the  practicability  of  restoring  it  so  sudden^  « 
the  honorable  gentieman  thought  it  could  m 
done.  He  be^ed  leave  to  ask  the  gentleman 
whether  he  tiiooght  it  praotioaUe  to  ra^  * 
hard-mon^  oorreocty  by  ihe  action  a  to" 
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GoTemrnent,  If  Uie  States  persisted  in  tiielr 
present  banking  ^Btem,  and  wben  tbere  was 
mob  an  increase  in  banking  capital  in  bo  many 
of  the  States.  Id  order  to  restore  such  a  cnr- 
renoy,  be  thongbt  it  indispensable  that  the  State 
banking  sTStem  abonld  be  diminished.  In  Yir- 
ginia,  where  there  is  as  mnch  hostilitj  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  where  the  bank- 
ing STstem  generally  is  as  nnpopnlar  as  it  is  in 
mj  State  of  the  Union,  an  effort  has  recently 
been  made  to  supply  the  void  to  be  oooasioned 
by  the  withdrawal  of  the  United  States  Bank 
bills,  though  be  was  glad  to  aaj  it  bad  not  been 
adi^ited.  He  belioTed  tbere  was  no  power  on 
earui  which  oonld  prevent  this  paper  system, 
if  the  State  banking  system  oontinned  to  pre- 
rtSi*  He  voted  last  year  for  the  bill  reducing 
iba  standard  of  gold,  but  not  in  reference  to  its 
preventang  excessive  issues  of  p^>er;  for,  if 
yon  have  a  twenty  dollar  bill,  yon  would  have 
a  light  to  claim  gold  for  it  to  the  amount  of 
the  nominal  value  of  the  gold,  whether  the 
standard  had  been  one  in  sixteen,  or  one  in 
thirty-two.  The  truth  was,  that  paper,  being 
the  cheaper  cnrrenoy,  would  always  expel  the 
dearer  currency,  do  what  yon  wilL 

Hr.  Bentoh  said  that,  with  regard  to  the 
inquiry  whidi  bad  been  made  of  nlin  by  the 
bonoraUe  genfleman  from  Yiigfaiia,  it  addressed 
itsdf  to  a  subject  upon  which  be  could  not  be 
supposed  to  have  been  indifferent  For  some 
years  he  had  tnmed  his  attention  to  the  subject 
of  currency,  and  he  had  looked  at  the  difficulty 
suggested,  as  the  gentieman  did.  He  looked 
to  uie  co-operation  of  the  State  Governments 
as  highly  necessary  to  the  attainment  of  the 
great  object,  but  not  as  the  only  means.  He 
looked  to  the  action  of  the  State  Governments 
as  the  most  ready  means  of  cheddn^  this  most 
inordinate  paper  system.  But  if  a  man  would 
oast  bis  eye  ovw  the  United  States,  and  look 
at  the  great  adTfenoes  which  had  been  made  in 
public  sentiment  in  this  pardonlar,  he  would 
see  tb^  there  was  hardly  a  State  in  which 
'movements  had  not  been  made  against  the 
paper  system :  and,  Mr.  B.  sud,  in  bis  State 
there  was  not  now  a  sin^e  bank ;  the  Le^^ 
lature  of  the  State  had  lately  refused  to  charter 
one ;  and  the  Governor  eaiA,  if  one  were  char- 
tered, he  would  use  his  veto  power  upon  it. 
So  wholesome  a  state  of  things  in  the  public 
mind  would  tend  to  get  rid  of  the  paper  system. 
But  this  was  not  the  only  moda  of  getting  a 
metallic  currency  for  common  purposes.  There 
was  one  measure  to  restore  a  q>ede  currency, 
for  the  origin  of  which  he  would  have  to  go 
back  to  tlie  Oongrees  of  1789,  wben  the  leve- 
noes  of  Government  were  required  to  be 
c<dlected  in  gold  and  silver ;  he  placed  great 
reliance  on  the  action  of  the  States,  and  upon 
returning  to  the  system  of  '89,  But  there  was 
another  remedy  in  the  hands  of  Oongress, 
which  could  and  would  be  effectual.  As  to 
the  cheap  corrency,  it  was  cheap  to  those  who 
iaaaed  it,  but  dear  to  those  who  used  it. 

Ur.  LnaH  s^d  he  used  the  ezpreadon  in  {hat 
VouXIL-40 


sense.  He  took  it  to  be  an  axinn  in  pcditioel 
economy,  that  the  two  ourrendes  could  not 
exist  together,  because  the  one  was  cheap  and 
the  other  dear,  and  therefore  the  one  would 
necessarily  expel  the  other.  The  gentleman 
from  Hiasouri  depends  upon  the  action  and 
wisdom  of  the  States  to  correct  the  evil ;  but 
he  does  not  depend  upon  the  action  of  any  one 
State  to  effect  it.  If  there  were  no  banks  in 
Missouri  now,  "Mr.  L.  ventured  to  say  that  if 
her  neighbors,  Illinois,  Indiana,  and  Kentucky, 
did  not  restrain  and  regulate  their  paper  system, 
^e  would  be  driven  to  csteblish  her  own  banks 
in  sdf  defenceu  He  wished  to  impress  it  on 
those  who  heard  him,  and,  if  possible,  on  the 
whole  nation,  that  there  must  be  a  combined 
effint  of  all  the  State  Oovermnoits  to  prodnoe 
a  rest<»^on  to  a  hard-moQey  system. 

Mr.  Taxxuadoi  remarked,  with  re^teot  to 
the  ameudment,  that  if  the  holder  of  a  warrant 
requires  Ids  money  in  gold  or  silver,  he  has  a 
right  to  it,  and  tfawefore  there  is  no  necessity 
for  making  a  finmal  enaetment  what  i»  now 
the  law. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Webstkb  moved  to  amend  the  ImII  by 
adding  a  section,  reqidring  ibak  each  of  the 
dntosit  banks  shall  retain  within  its  vault! 
gou  and  diver,  which,  with  tiie  balanoea  dne 
to  them  from  specie-paying  banks,  shall  amount, 
in  the  whole,  to  one-fifth  of  the  whole  amount 
of  its  notes  and  rcE^nsibilities, 

Mr.  BuTOir  wished  one-fourth  to  be  substi- 
tuted for  <me-fiAlh,  to  whidi  Ur.  Wxbbtbb  aa- 
aented. 

Mr.  Gwnro,  Mr.  Shsflit,  Mr.  Bitohakan,  and 
Mr.  EniohTj  made  some  remarlu  on  the  bill ; 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr,  Wsbstbb,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered  on  the  motion  to  insert  (in 
the  blank)  one-fourt2i.  The  question  was  de- 
cided as  follows :  • 

TxAS, — ^Ueasrs.  Benton,.  Bibb,  Brown,  Calhoan, 
Claytou,  Ewing,  Goldsboroogh,  Heudrickfl,  McKean, 
Fmndcxter,  Porter,  RobBina,  Sniith,  Southard,  Up- 
ton, Tomlinson,  WWte— I?. 

Nats.— UesBTB.  Black,  BvchauMi,  Cuthbert,  Fre- 
HngbuTsen,  Hill,  Kane,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama, 
Kiugbt,  linn,  Prentiss,  Fie^on,  Bobinson, 

Bdf^Iea^  SMpiiBf,  IsDmadg^  Waggamao,  Webster 
— Ifl. 

The  blank  was  then  filled  with  one-fifth. 

Mr.  Taixu ADOB  moved  an  amendment,  so  aa 
to  have  it  read  that  the  baaks  should  have  this 
amouni  of  specie  on  hand  when  the  montiUy 
returns  were  made. 

Hie  amendment  was  negatived. 

The  aoiendment,  as  amended,  was  then  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  Taiucadoi  moved  to  ammd,  by  intro* 
dudng  a  provision  into  the  bill  to  enable  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  select  an  addi- 
tional bank  of  deposit  in  any  place  where  such 
additioaal  bank  or  banks  shall  be  necessary. 
K«CBtived. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amend* 
ed,  and  the  amendments  (with  the  exoeptioa 
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<dr  the  (Hie  regarding  the  amount  of  specie  on 
hand)  were  ooncnrreid  in. 

On  the  amendment  regniring  that  one-fifth 
of  the  funds  of  the  bank  shoold  be  retained  bj 
the  bank,  Hr.  Shsflbt  asked  the  jreas  and 
najs ;  which  were  ordered,  and  were : 

Tub. — ^Meosn.  Benton,  Bibb,  Black,  Budunao, 
Oalhoun,  C3«ytoii,  Cutbbert,  Ewing,  QoldsbcHougfa, 
Hendricks,  King  of  Alabuna,  Kol^t^  Leigh,  Uon, 
McKeao,  H^wn",  Foindexter,  Porter,  Prentiss, 
Preston,  Robbioa,  Kobinson,  Southard,  TomlinacHi, 
Wttgaman,  Webster,  Whlts-^. 

Natr— Mems.  Wi,  Bngglei^  Oieplef,  Tilfanadge, 
npton,  Wri|^t— e. 

ICr.  BmBASAB  bM  he  iateoded  to  vote 
aninst  tJie  engrosainent  of  this  bill ;  and,  that 
there  might  be  no  mirymnstraotioa  of  his  rea- 
KBU  iot  tliis  determinAUoDf  he  would  state 
distinotij  tiw  sole  eanae  wh^  he  could  not  give 
it  his  support. 

The  biU,  in  his  opinion,  had  been  greatly  im- 
proved by  the  amendments  which  bad  Iteen 
adopted.  He  was  opposed  to  investjog  the 
Treasury  Depaitmeot  with  any  discretion  in 
regard  to  the  deposit  banks  which  was  not 
•iMolately  necwsary.  Their  duties  should  be, 
■8  far  as  posuUe,  distinotiy  defined  by  law. 
This  we  owed  not  only  to  the  Department 
iteelt  but  to  tiie  country.  .The  amendments 
had,  in  sereral  important  partionlars,  aooom- 

Slished  this  porpose;  they  had,  in  a  great 
egree,  ffupplied  the  defects  in  the  original  bilL 
Why,  thm,  it  might  be  asked,  should  he 
TOte  against  it  i  His  answer  was,  simply,  be- 
cause it  required  these  banks  to  pay  two  per 
oeat.  interest  on  the  depouts.  JSow  it  might 
be,  and  probably  was  true,  that  the  banks  in 
the  Middle  and  Eastern  States  would  be  able  to 
bear  this  burden.  But  what  was  the  case  in 
the  South-western  States  ?  In  that  portion  of 
the  Union,  the  GoTerament  reoeired  lan^  sums 
of  money  which  most  be  deposited  m  their 
local  baua.  There  was  a  constant  drain  upon 
these  banks  to  supply  the  funds  necessary  to  be 
expended  by  the  GoTemment  in  the  middle 
and  eastern  cities.  This  caused  the  rate  of 
exchange  to  Iw  always  against  New  Orleans, 
and  that  portion  of  the  Umon.  Under  this  bill 
it  was  made  the  duty  of  the  deport  banks  to 
transfer  tiie  funds  of  the  Govemment  to  any 
point  where  it  became  necessary  to  expend 
them.  This  duty  they  ought  to  perform.  Mr. 
B.  felt  confident,  however,  both  from  the  nature 
of  the  business  and  the  information  he  had 
received  from  gentlemen  of  the  South  and  the 
West,  that  their  banks  would  not  be  able  to 
bear  the  diarge  of  transferring  these  fands,  and 
also  pi?  interest  upmi  the  deposits  at  the  rate 
of  two  per  cent  ?rhe  inevitable  consequence 
would  be,  that  the  Government  coald  not,  in 
that  portion  of  the  Ui^on,  get  sound  and  solvent 
banks  to  accept  the  deposits  npon  the  terms 
prescribed  by  this  bill.  The  Treasury  Depart- 
ment would  thus  be  embarrassed  in  its  opera- 
tions, and  heavy  eventual  losses  might  be  sus- 
tained by  the  United  States,    ^irely,  said 


Hr.  B.,  if  two  per  oent^  mtereat  on  tliA  deposits 
be  enough  to  aonand  from  the  banks  at  Kev 

York  or  Boston,  it  is  too  much  to  exact  from 
those  at  Kew  Orleans.  There  is  no  equality, 
there  is  no  justice,  in  subjecting  them  to  the 
same  chai^  Whilst  the  one  class  of  banks 
must  be  constantly  transmitting  funds,  the 
other  are  constantly  receiving  them.  For  this 
reason,  and  this  alone,  he  should  be  MHupelled 
to  vote  against  the  bill. 

The  biU  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  by  the 
following  vote : 

Tub.— UesBTS.  Benton,  BUck,  Calhoun,  Ootfabert, 
Ewiag,  Goldaboroogh,  King  of  Oeorgia,  Kn^t, 
Ld^  Linn,  Mingma,  Fi^ndezter,  Portor,  rmSim, 
Preston,  Bobinaon,  Soothaid,  Toxnlinsan,  Webitcf, 

Nats. — Messrs.  Kbb,  Brown,  Buchansa,  Hea* 
dri(^  Hill,  Kane,  King  of  Alabama,  Monia  Uat- 
^  Shept^y,  XsUtnadge,  Tipton— 13. 


PniDAT,  February  27. 
Ohio  SewluUtrnt. 

Mr.  EwiKO  rose  and  aud  that,  at  the  last 
seflEDon,  hia  odleagoe  (Mr.  VoBsia)  presented 
to  tibe  Senate  o^ain  reatdnticnis,  adopted  by 
the  Ledalature  d  the  State  of  Ohio,  against 
the  reoharter  of  the  Uidted  States  Bank,  sus- 
taining the  course  of  the  administration,  and 
opposing  the  passage  of  the  bill  to  appropriatt^ 
for  a  limited  time,  the  proceeds  of  uie  pnblio 
lands.  These  resolutionB  were  read,  laid  on 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  bo  printed.  He  had 
now  the  duty  to  perform  of  presenting  certain 
resolutions,  recently  adopted  in  the  L^ialattire 
of  Ohio,  rescinding  the  resolutions  presented 
at  the  last  session.  He  moved  that  these  reso- 
lutiona  also  be  read,  laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  resolntioo,  offered  some  time  siaoe  ^ 
Mr.  Bsirroiv,  to  expunge  from  the  joumal  of 
the  Senate  the  resolutions  of  the  last  session 
on  the  subject  of  the  encroachment  of  llis 
Executive,  was  taken  up  for  consideration. 

The  resolution  was  read  by  the  Secretary,  In 
the  fdUowing  words : 

"Jietolved,  That  the  rescdution  adopted  by  tlH 
Senate  on  the  28tb  day  of  March,  in  the  year 
ia  the  fdlowii^  wordk  'RuUwd,  That  the  Fna- 
dent,  in  the  late  exeonUve  proceedings  in  reladoa  tft 
the  publio  revenue,  has  assuned  upon  Unuw  tf- 
thottty  and  power  not  conferred  by  the  constituboa 
and  laws,  bat  In  doogatim  of  both,*  be,  and  m 
same  hereby  is,  ordered  to  be  expunged  fnea  tM 
journals  of  ttie  Senate ;  because  the  said  reatriuf^ 
is  illegal  and  lu^ust,  of  evil  example,  indefimtt  oA 
vague,  expressing  a  ditoinal  (disige  witboat  ■P'^'' 
oaSon;  and  was  inegularly  and  nnoonstitiilio^ 
adopted  by  the  Senate,  in  Bubverrion  of  the 
of  defence  which  belong  to  an  aorased  and 
ableofBcer;  and  ataSne  and  mdw cfacom*"^ 
to  endKDger  the  pditical         and  to  btfiu*  >" 
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[Saum 


meniilur  intowti  of  tiM  pec^  of  tiw  United 
States." 

Hr.  BxBTOH  aaid  Utat  tho  iwdntion  which 
he  had  oStered,  though  leacdTed  apoiit  w  he  had 
heretofore  stated,  without  ocmmltation  with 
aaj  person,  was  not  rcBoIved  npon  without 
great  deliberation  in  his  own  mind.  The 
erindnating  resolution,  which  it  was  his  ol^ect 
to  ezpnnge,  was  presebted  to  the  Senate,  De- 
cember 26th,  1888.  The  Senator  from  Kentnclcy 
who  introdnced  it  (Ifr.  Out)  oommenoed  a 
diecasrion  of  it  on  that  day,  which  was  oon- 
tinaed  thronoh  the  months  of  Janoary  and 
Febmarr,  and  to  the  end,  nearly,  of  the  month 
of  Karon.  The  TOte  was  taken  npon  the  28th 
of  Uarcih ;  and  about  a  fortnight  thereafter  he 
annonnoea  to  itno  Saute  his  intention  to  com- 
mence  a  series  of  motions  for  expunging  the 
resolution  from  the  jonnuL  Her^  then^  were 
nearlr  four  months  for  eoniBderabaai ;  for  the 
decisioD  was  expected :  and  he  had  very  anz- 
iondy  oonmdered,  dnnng  that  period,  all  the 
difBonltiea,  and  all  the  proprieties,  of  the  step 
which  he  imditated.  Was  the  intended  motion 
to  clear  the  jonmal  of  the  resolution  right  in 
itself?  The  convlottons  of  his  Judgment  told 
him  that  it  was.  Was  expuivanon  the  proper 
mode  t  Yes ;  he  was  thoroughly  satisfied  that 
that  was  the  proper  mode  of  proceeding  in  this 
case.  For  the  criminatiDg  resolution  which  he 
wished  to  get  rid  of  combined  all  the  cbarac- 
teristicB  of  a  case  which  required  erasure^ 
obUtendaon,  blotting  out ;  for  it  waa  a  oaae, 
as  he  bcUeved,  <tf  t£e  exeraae  of  power  wit3i- 
ont  atttliorit^,  without  even  juriamotton ;  ille- 
gal, Irregular,  and  unjust  Other  modes  of 
annulling  the  resolution,  as  rescinding,  reTws- 
•  ing,  repealing,  could  not  he  proper  in  such  a 
ease ;  for  they  would  im[dy  ri^tful  Juris^ction, 
a  lawful  authority,  a  le^  action,  though  an 
erroneous  judgment  All  that  he  denied.  He 
denied  the  authority  of  the  Senate  to  pass  such 
a  resolution  at  all ;  and  he  affirmed  tiiat  it  was 
nojust,  and  contrai?  to  the  truth,  as  well  as 
contrary  to  law.  This  being  his  Tiew  of  the 
resolution,  he  held  that  the  true  and  proper 
eoun&  the  parliamentary  oourse  of  proceeding 
in  such  a  oaae,  was  to  expunge  it, 

Bu^  said  Mr.  B.,  it  is  o^feoted  that  the  Senate 
haa  no  right  to  ezpun^  any  thing  from  its 
Journal ;  that  it  is  required  by  the  constitution 
to  keep  a  Journal ;  and,  being  so  required,  could 
not  destroy  any  part  of  it.  This,  said  Mr.  B., 
is  sticking  in  the  oark,  and  in  the  thinnest  bark 
in  which  a  shot,  eroi  the  smallest,  was  ever 
lodged.  Various  are  the  meanings  of  the  word 
keep.  Used  as  a  verb.  To  keep  a  journal  is  to 
write  down,  daily,  the  history  of  what  yon  do. 
For  the  Senate  to  keep  a  joamal  is  to  cause  to 
he  written  down,  every  day,  the  account  of  its 
proceedings;  and,  lianng  done  tb^  the  oonsti- 
tntional  iziJuDotion  is  amsfied.  The  oonatitu- 
tion  was  aatiafied  ij  entering  thia  criminating 
resolution  on  the  joumat ;  It  will  be  equally 
satisfied  by  entering  the  expunging  reeolation 


on  the  same  journal.  In  each  case  the  Senate 
keeps  a  jonnud  of  its  iHxioee^nga. 

It  is  olgected,  also,  that  we  have  no  right  to 
destroy  a  part  of  the  journal ;  and  that  to  ex- 
punge is  to  deetnn- and  to  prevent  the  expunged 
part  frnn  being  known  in  flitnre.  Not  so  the 
Act,  8^  Mr.  S.  The  matter  expunged  la  not 
destroyed.  It  Is  inoorptnated  in  the  expunging 
resolution,  and  Uvea  as  long  as  that  lives ;  the 
only  effect  of  the  expurgation  b^g  to  express, 
in  ^e  most  ^phatio  manner,  the  opinion  that 
such  matter  ooffit  new  to  have  been  put  in  the 
joumaL 

Mr.  B.  said  he  would  support  these  poritioni 
by  authority,  the  authority  of  emdnent  fficam- 
ples ;  and  would  dte  two  cases,  out  of  a  multi- 
tude that  might  be  adduced,  to  show  that  ex- 
punging was  the  proper  course,  the  parlia- 
mentary oourse,  in  bu<ui  a  case  as  the  one  now 
before  the  Senate,  and  that  the  enunged  matter 
was  incorporated  and  preserved  m  the  eipong- 
ing  ree(dnti<HL 

Mr.  B.  tiien  read,  itnn  a  Tfdume  ct  ^tiah 
Pariiamentary  Histmy,  the  oelelffated  ease  <»f 
the  Middlesex  Section,  in  wUch  the  resolution 
to  expel  the  famous  John  Wilkes  was  expunged 
from  the  journal,  but  preserved  in  the  enurga* 
tory  resolution,  ao  as  to  be  just  as  well  rud 
now  as  if  it  had  never  been  blotted  out  from 
the  journals  of  the  British  House  of  Oommons. 
The  resolution  ran  in  these  words :  "  That  the 
reecdution  the  House  of  the  lYth  Febmair, 
1789,  'that  John  Wilkee,  Esq.,  having  been,  in 
thia  sesrifm  ot  Parliament,  exfwlled  uia  Honse^ 
was  and  is  inci^Ue  of  being  elected  a  member 
to  serve  in  the  present  ParUtoaait,*  be  CTpunged 
from  the  journms  of  this  House,  as  bong  snb- 
vermve  of  the  rights  of  the  whole  body  of 
electors  of  this  kingdom."  Such,  said  Mr.  B., 
were  the  terms  of  uie  expunging  resolution  in 
the  case  of  the  Middlesex  election,  as  it  was 
annually  introduced  from  1769  to  1782.  when 
it  was  finally  passed  by  a  vote  of  near  tnree  to 
one,  and  the  dause  ordered  to  be  eii^unged  was 
blotted  out  of  the  journal,  and  obhterated,  by 
tibe  derk  at  the  table,  in  the  presence  of  the 
whole  HoQse^  which  remidned  silent,  and  all 
bn^esa  somnded  until  the  obliteration  was 
complete.  Yet  the  history  of  tlie  case  ia  not 
lost.  Though  blotted  out  of  one  part  of  the 
Journal, it  is  saved  in  another;  and  nere, itt  the 
distance  of  half  a  century,  and  some  thousand 
miles  from  London,  the  whole  case  is  read  aa 
fully  as  if  no  such  operation  had  ever  been  pei^ 
formed  upon  it. 

Mr.  B.  sud  there  was  another  objection  to 
his  motion  which  he  would  notice,  because  It 
went  to  the  substance  of  his  proceeding;  it 
was  the  objection  brought  forwud  some  weeks 
ago  at  the  presentation  the  Alabama  instruc- 
tions to  her  Senators  on  the  subject  of  this 
motion,  and  which  took  it  up  as  a  qnestion  (tf 
dicnitr  to  the  Senate,  It  seemed  to  be  eoo^ 
riwed  as  an  attack  upm  the  digni^  of  the 
Senate.  Not  so  the  flwL  The  motkm  is  not 
intended  to  degrade  the  Senate;  notintendai 
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to  impmr  its  dignity ;  nor  vill  such  b«  the 
effect,  bnt  the  oontraiy.  True  digni^  is  best 
wnsalted  in  octrreotiiiff  mora,  and  in  listening 
ealmly  to  the  voice  which  nnaertakes  to  show 
the  existence  of  erron  which  reqnire  oorrec- 
tion.  Tnie  £gnitj  require!  tiiis  Senate  to 
Usten  to  this  mofion  witJi  ealnmeaB  and  patience, 
a*  the  Britidk  Krase  ct  Commons  listened  to 
the  motions  to  expunge  the  famoos  JOddlesez 
nsoln^ns  from  their  jonmalB,  and  as  the 
lAasaaohnsetts  Senate  listened  to  the  motion  to 
expnnge  from  their  jonnials  the  resolntiona 
adopt^  in  a  season  of  great  excitement,  and 
which  a  season  of  calmness  made  all  feel  ooght 
never  to  have  been  pat  there.  This  is  what 
tma  dignitj  required  fivm  the  Senate,  and  be 
tmsted  it  was  what  the  Senate  wonld  be  found 
to  exhibit 

A  Tear  ago,  niA  Ur,  the  Senate  tried 
PreriOMt  Jackiion ;  now  the  Senate  itaelf  is  on 
trial  Bondnalfy  brikm  itself:  but  in  reality 
"before  America,  Europe,  «na  posterity.  We 
shall  rive  onr  Toioes  in  our  own  case ;  we  dull 
Toto  for  or  agdnst  this  motion,  and  the  entry 
npon  the  record  will  be  according  to  the  ma- 
jority of  Ttnoes.  Bnt  that  is  not  the  end,  bat 
the  beginning  of  onr  triaL  We  shall  be  Judged 
by  others ;  hy  the  pnblio,  by  the  present  age, 
and  by  all  posterity  1  The  prooeemngs  of  this 
ease,  and  of  this  day,  will  not  be  limited  to  the 
present  age ;  they  will  go  down  to  posterity, 
and  to  the  latest  ages.  Prendent  Jadcson  Is 
not  A  diaraeter  to  be  forgotten  in  history.  His 
name  Is  not  to  be  oonfined  to  the  dry  oattlog^e 
and  official  nomenolatore  of  mere  American 
Fresidonts,  Like  the  great  B<»nanB  who  at- 
tained the  consnlship,  not  by  the  paltry  arts  of 
electi<meering,  bnt  through  a  series  of  illus- 
trious deeds,  his  name  will  live,  not  for  the 
i^oes  he  filled,  but  for  the  deeds  which  he 
performed.  He  is  the  first  President  that  has 
•Ter  reoeired  the  condemnation  of  the  Senate 
for  the  Tiolation  of  the  laws  and  the  constitn- 
tioD,  the  first  whose  name  Is  borne  npon  Qie 
JouiiialB  of  the  American  Senate  for  the  Tiola- 
tion of  that  constitulion  whi(^  he  is  sworn  to 
observe,  and  of  those  laws  which  he  is  bound 
to  see  uiUifolly  eucuted.  Siieh  a  oondemo*- 
tim  oannot  escape  tiie  obserration  cf  histcvy. 
It  will  be  read,  omridered,  Judgedl  when  tiie 
men  of  this  iaj^  and  the  paniiHis  this  hoar, 
shall  hare  passed  to  eternal  repose. 

Before  he  proceeded  to  the  ezposiUon  of  the 
ease  whioh  he  intended  to  make,  he  wished  to 
aT^l  himself  of  an  argnment  which  had  been 
oonduaiTe  elsewhere,  and  which  he  t mated 
ooold  not  be  without  effect  in  this  Senate.  It 
was  the  argument  of  pnblio  opinion.  In  the 
ease  of  the  Middlesex  election,  it  had  beui 
decisiTe  with  the  British  House  of  Commons. 

Ur.  B.  then  took  up  a  Tolnme  of  British  Par- 
liamentary History  for  the  year  1763,  the  2ad 
Tolome,  and  read  Tarloas  passages  from  pages 
1407,  1408,  1410,  1411,  to  show  the  straas 
vhicuL  had  been  laid  tm  the  argunmit  of  pnblio 
^iidon  in  fitvor  of  «xpnn^ng  the  IQ^Qesez 


resolations,  and  the  deference  which  was  paid 
to  it  by  the  House,  and  by  in  embers  who  had, 
until  thm.  opposed  the  motion  to  expunge.  He 
read  first  mnn  Mr.  Wilkes^a  opening  q>eech,  on 
renewing  his  annual  moticui  for  the  fourteenth 
time,  as  sdlowa: 

**  If  the  peoide  Ei^snd,  baTO  at  any  tons 
expUdtly  and  fidly  dedved  an  ofAiii<m  respectfog  a 
momentous  oonstitatiiMul  question,  it  has  been  in 
t^anl  to  tba  Middlesex  election  in  1768."  •  •  « 
*  "  Their  Toice  wis  never  heard  in  a  more  dear  utd 
disdsiA  manner  than  on  this  point  of  the  first  magni- 
tude for  all  the  electors  of  the  Idi^oin,  and  I  tnut 
will  BOW  be  heard  faTorably,** 

He  then  read  from  Ifr.  Fox>  speech.  Jir. 
Fox  had  heretofore  opposed  the  expangiog 
resolution,  but  now  ylelaed  to  it  in  obedience 
to  the  Toioe  of  the  people. 

"  He  (Hr.  Fox)  had  turned  the  question  often  ia 
his  mind,  and  he  was  BtiU  of  opinion  that  the  resota- 
tion  wtuch  gentlemen  wanted  to  expunge  was  finmd- 
ed  on  proper  prindplea."  •  •  •  •  "Thougli 
he  opposed  the  motion,  1m  felt  reiy  tittle  anxie^  lor 
Qie  event  of  the  question ;  for  when  he  found  the 
ToIoe  of  the  pec^e  was  agsdnst  the  privilege,  as  be 
believed  was  the  case  at  present,  be  wonld  not  pit- 
serve  the  privile^."  •  •  •  •  "The  pe^ 
had  aasodfttod,  they  hod  declared  their  sentiments  to 
Parliament,  and  had  taught  Paiiiameat  to  listen  to 
the  Toiee  of  thdr  constituentL** 

Haring  read  these  passages,  Ifr.  B.  sud  they 
were  the  sentiments  of  &n  English  whig  of  the 
old  BohooL  ISt.  Fox  was  a  wliig  of  the  old 
school.  He  acknowledged  the  ri^t  cS  the 
people  to  instmot  their  represeatatlTes.  He 
yielded  to  the  general  Toloe  himsc^  thondi 
not  specially  instructed;  nnd  he  uses  va 
remarkable  expresmon  which  acknowledges 
the  duty  of  Parliament  to  obey  the  will  of  the 
pecmle.   "They  had  declared  their  sentimoits 
to  Parliament,  and  had  taught  Pariiament  to 
listen  to  the  Toice  of  their  oonstitneuts."  This, 
said  Mr.  B.,  was  fifty  yeaw  ago ;  it  was  spoken 
by  a  monber  of  Parliament,  who,  boaidoa  being 
the  first  debater  of  his  age,  was  at  that  tiois 
Secretary  at  War,   He  acluiowledged  the  do^ 
of  Parliament  to  obey  the  roioe  of  the  peopla. 
The  son  of  a  pear  of  the  realm,  and  only  not  a 
peer  himself  because  he  was  not  the  eldest  sen, 
he  still  acknowledged  the  great  democratie 
principle  which  Ilea  at  the  bottom  d  all  repre- 
eentatiTe  Government   After  this,  after  sodi 
an  example,  will  American  Senators  be  unwiU- 
ing  to  obey  the  people  ?   Will  they  require  tte 
people  to  teaoh  Congress  t^e  lesson  whiw 
Mr.  Fox  says  the  En^ish  people  had  tan^t 
their  Parliament  fifty  years  ago?   The  voice 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States  had  bom 
heard  on  this  sabjeot   The  elections 
it.   The  Tote  of  many  Legislatures  declared  it 
From  the  confines  of  the  Republic  the  voice 
of  the  people  came  rolling  in— a  swelliog  tide, 
rising  aa  it  flowed— and  oorering  tbe  Cspw 
with  Its  mountain  waTea.  Can  that  tmoe  ds 
disregarded!  WiU  memben  of  ft  i«P<^K 
Oooc^  be  lea  obe^t  to  the  -voioe  of  w 
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people  t^an  were  fbe  representativea  of  a  mo- 
narchical House  of  CommoiiBl 

Mr.  B.  then  proceeded  to  the  argument  of 
his  motion.  He  moved  to  expunge  the  resolu- 
tion of  Haroh  28,  1884,  from  the  jonmala  of 
the  Senate,  becanae  it  was  illegal  and  nnjnst ; 
vagae  and  indefinite ;  a  criminal  charge  without 
Specification ;  unwarranted  by  the  constitution 
and  laws ;  snbTersiTe  of  the  rights  of  defence 
which  belong  to  an  aocosed  and  impeachable 
officer ;  of  eril  example,  and  adopted  at  a  time 
and  under  oireamstaocea  to  inTolTe  the  politi- 
oal  rights  and  the  pecnnlaiy  interests  «  the 
people  oi  the  United  States  in  peculiar  danger 
ana  saioDS  11^017. 
•  These  reasons  for  expung^g  the  criminating 
Teulntion  from  the  Jonmals,  Mr.  6.  said,  were 
not  phrases  collected  and  paraded  for  effect,  or 
strung  together  for  harmony  of  sound.  They 
were  each,  separately  and  indiTidaally,  eah- 
stantlre  reasons ;  every  word  an  allegation  of 
fact,  or  of  law.  Without  going  fully  into  the 
u:gument  now,  he  would  make  an  exposition 
which  would  lay  open  bis  meaning,  and  enable 
eaeh  allegation,  whether  of  law  or  of  fact,  to 
be  folly  nnderstood,  and  repUed  to  in  the  soise 
intended. 

1.  Illegal  and  unjust. — These  were  the  first 
beads  tmder  which  Hi.  B.  would  develop  his 
oUections,  he  would  say  the  outline  of  his 
olgectiooSf  to  the  resolution  proposed  to  be 
expunged.  He  held  it  to  be  iUegaL  because  it 
oont^ed  a  criminal  charge,  on  which  the  Presi- 
dent might  be  impeached,  and  for  which  be 
might  be  tried  by  the  Senate.  The  resoliriion 
adopted  by  the  Senate  is  precisely  the  first  step 
taken  in  uie  House  of  Representatives  to  bring 
on  ap  impeachment.  It  was  a  reaolotion  offered 
by  a  member  in  hia  place,  containing  a  criminal 
cnai^  against  an  impeaohaUe  ofBoo',  debated 
fyr  a  bnndrad  Amjb,  and  then  voted  upon  by 
tlie  Senate^  and  the  officer  voted  to  be  gnilty. 
This  is  the  predse  mode  of  brin^g  on  an  im- 
peaohmeut  in  Uie  House  of  Bepresentatives ; 
and,  to  prove  it,  Ur.  B.  would  read  from  a 
Work  of  approved  authority  on  parliamentary 
practice ;  it  was  from  Ur.  Jefferson's  Manual. 
Mr.  B.  then  read  from  the  Manual,  under  the 
section  entitled  impeachment,  and  frvm  that 
head  of  the  section  entitied  accusation.  The 
writer  was  giving  the  British  Parliamentary 
practice,  to  which  our  own  constitution  is  con- 
formable. *'  The  Oommons,  as  the  grand  in- 
qn^  of  the  nation,  became  suitors  for  penal 
jostioe.  The  genmi  course  is  to  pass  a  resolu- 
tion containing  a  criminal  charge  against  the 
8uppo«ed  delinquent,  and  then  to  direct  some 
members  to  Impeach  him  by  oral  acooaation 
at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords,  in  the  name 
of  the  Oommons." 

Bepeating  a  dause  of  what  he  had  read, 
Mr.  B.  said  the  general  course  ia  to  pass  a 
criminal  charge  against  the  supposed  delinquent. 
This  is  exactiy  what  the  Senate  did ;  and  what 
did  it  do  next  I  Kothing.  And  why  nothing  t 
Becwse  tiiere  was  nothing  to  be  dons  by  them 


[SnuxB. 

but  to  neonte  the  seotenoe  they  had  passed; 
and  that  tb^  could  not  do.  Penal  justice  was 
the  consequence  of  the  resolution;  and  a  Judg- 
ment of  penalties  could  not  be  attempted  on 
such  an  uTc«;ular  proceeding.  The  only  kind 
of  penal  justice  which  the  Scdiate  ooold  infiict 
was  that  of  pubUo  opinion ;  it  was  to  ostracise 
the  Pre«dent|  and  to  expose  him  to  public 
odium,  as  a  violator  of  the  laws  and  constitu- 
tion of  his  country.  Having  shown  the  resolu- 
tion to  be  illegal,  'iSx,  B.  would  pronounce  it 
to  be  nqjust;  for  be  affirmed  resolution  to 
be  untrue;  he  malntdned  tliat  tibe  Freddent 
had  violated  no  law,  no  part  of  the  constitn- 
tion,  in  dismissing  Duane  from  the  Treas- 
ury^ iq>pointing  Mr.  Taney,  or  cansinff  the  de- 
posits to  be  removed ;  for  these  were  uie  sped- 
fications  continued  in  the  original  reeolntion, 
also  in  the  second  mo^cation  of  the  resolu- 
tion, and  intended  in  the  third  modification, 
when  stiipped  of  speoifications,  and  reduced 
to  a  vague  and  general  charge.  It  was  in  this 
shape  of  a  general  chai^  that  the  resolation 
passed.  Ko  new  spedfioations  were  even  sug- 
gested in  debate.  Hie  alteratlcau  were  made 
vduntarily,  by  the  frioida  of  the  resdution.  at 
the  last  moment  of  the  debate,  and  jost  wxm 
the  vote  was  to  be  taken.  And  why  were  the 
speoifications  then  dropped?  Because  no  ma- 
jority could  be  found  to  agree  in  them  i  or 
because  it  was  thought  ^udent  to  drc^  the 
name  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States?  or  for 
both  these  reasons  together  ?  Be  that  as  it  may, 
(said  Mr.  B.,)  the  condemnation  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  the  support  of  the  bank,  were  con- 
nected in  the  resolation,  and  will  be  mdissolubly 
connected  in  the  public  mind ;  and  the  Presi- 
dent was  unjustly  condemned  in  the  aame  reso- 
lution that  befriended  and  sostuned  the  cause 
of  the  bank.  He  held  the  oondenmtfion  to  be 
nntme  in  point  oS  fact,  and  tlierefore  ni^nst ; 
for  he  mainlined  that  liiere  was  no  braaoh  of 
the  laws  and  oonstitntion  in  ai^  tbfatg  that 
President  Jackson  did,  in  removing  Mr.  Doane^ 
or  in  appointing  Mr.  Taney:  or  In  causing  the 
deposits  to  be  removed.  There  was  no  viola* 
tion  of  law,  or  constitution,  in  any  port  of 
these  proceedings ;  on  the  contrary,  the  whole 
conntrr,  and  the  Government  itself  was  re- 
deemed from  the  dominion  of  a  great  and 
daring  moneyed  corporation,  by  the  wisdnn 
and  energy  tk  these  very  proceedings. 

3.  Vagne  and  indefiidte;  a  criminal  charge 
without  specification. — Soch  waa  the  resolu- 
tion, Mr.  B.  said,  when  pasaed  the  Senate ; 
but  saeb  it  waa  not  when  mat  introdnoed,  nor 
even  when  first  altered ;  in  its  first  and  second 
forms  it  contained  specifications,  and  theae 
n>ecifications  identified  the  condemnation  of  tho 
President  with  the  defoiee  of  the  bank ;  in  its 
third  form  these  speoifications  were  omitted,  and 
noothersweresulwtituted;  the  bank  and  the  res* 
olution  stood  disconnected  on  the  record,  bat  aa 
much  connected  in  fact  as  ever.  The  resolution 
waa  rednoed  to  a  TBsne  and  indefinite  form  on 
porpose,  and  in  that  drcimsf  ance  aoguired  anew 
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efaaraoter  of  b^astice  to  President  Jaokson. 
His  Bccnsers  shonld  have  specified  the  lair,  and 
the  olanse  in  t^e  constitatioa  which  was  vio- 
lated ;  thej  should  have  speoified  the  acts 
which  constituted  the  violation.  This  was  due 
to  the  accQsedf  that  he  might  know  on  what 
points  to  defend  himself;  it  was  dne  to  the 
pablic,  tiiat  thej  might  know  on  what  points 
to  hold  the  accnsera  to  their  responaibillty,  and 
to  make  them  accountable  for  an  nnjost  accusa- 
tion. To  sustain  this  position,  Mr.  B.  had 
reoonne  to  hltitmr  and  ezam^e,  and  prodnced 
the  case  of  Mr.  CHles*!  aoonsation  of  Gleneral 
Hunilton,  dien  Seoretair  of  the  Treasury,  in 
the  rear  1798.  -Mr.  Gues,  he  said,  proceeded 
in  a  manly,  responsible  manner.  He  specified 
the  law  and  the  allied  violations  of  the  law, 
BO  that  the  friends  of  General  Hamilton  could 
Bee  what  to  defend,  and  so  as  to  make  himself 
accountable  for  the  accusation.  He  specified 
the  law,  which  he  beliered  to  be  violated,  hj 
its  dffte  and  its  title :  and  he  specified  the  two 
Instances  in  which  he  held  that  law  to  have 
been  infringed. 

For  the  purpose  ct  exponng  the  studied 
vagueness  of  the  reaolntiou  as  pwed,  detecting 
its  oonneoticoi  with  the  Bank  of  me  United 
States,  demonstrating  Its  erindnal  oharaoter  in 
twice  retuning  the  eriminal  averment,  "  dan- 
gerous to  the  libertaes  of  the  pwpleJ*  and  show- 
ing the  progressive  changes  it  had  to  undergo 
before  it  could  conciliate  a  migoiity  of  the 
votes,  Mr.  B.  would  exhibit  all  three  of  the 
resolutions,  and  read  them  side  by  nde  of  each 
other,  as  thej  appeared  before  the  Senate  in  the 
first,  second,  ana  third  forms  which  thej  were 
made  to  wear.  They  appeved  first  in  their 
embryo,  or  primordial  form;  then  they  aa- 
somed  their  aurelta,  or  ohirsalis  state ;  in  the 
tidrd  BtagBj  tiiey  reached  w  ulitmate  perfeo- 
tum  of  their  imper&et  nature. 

[The  three  ^ffsrvot  tosam  of  the  Benteaee  were 
here  read.] 

Haidn^  ezhibited  the  orishial  resolution,  with 
Us  vanatioii&  Mr.  B.  woold  leave  It  to  others 
to  explain  the  reasuks  <tf  snoh  6Xtra(»^inary 
Tnetamorpboses.  Whether  to  get  rid  of  the 
iMmk  association,  or  to  get  rid  of  the  impeach- 
ment clause,  or  to  connate  the  votes  of  aSl 
who  were  willing  to  condemn  the  Fresident, 
but  could  not  tell  for  what,  it  was  not  for  him 
to  say ;  but  one  thing  he  would  venture  to  say, 
that  the  m^ority  who  agreed  in  passing  a 
general  resolution,  containing  a  criminal  charge 
against  President  Jaokson,  for  violating  the 
laws  and  the  constitution,  cannot  now  agree  in 
naming  the  law  or  the  clause  in  the  constitu- 
tion violated,  or  in  qteoiiying  any  act  oonirti- 
tuting  such  viidation.  And  here  lix,  B.  paused, 
and  offered  to  give  way  to  the  gentlemen  of 
the  opposition,  if  th^  would  now  nndratake 
to  specify  aaj  act  which  President  JackBon  had 
done  In  viohdion  of  law  or  constitutbui, 

[Ko  aBBwer  vis  sMda.] 


[Febkubt,  18S5. 

The  condemnation  of  the  Prendent  is  indis- 
solubly  connected  with  the  cause  of  the  bank  1 
The  first  form  of  the  resolution  exhibited  the 
connection ;  the  second  fons  did  also ;  every 
speech  did  the  same ;  for  every  speech  in  con- 
demnation of  tiie  Fresident  was  in  justification 
of  the  bonk ;  every  speech  in  JusUfication  of 
the  President  was  in  condemnation  of  the 
bank ;  and  thus  the  two  objects  were  identical 
and  ndproeaL  The  attack  of  one  was  a  de- 
ftttce  of  the  other;  the  ddbnoe  at  one  was  the 
attack  of  the  other.  And  thoa  it  continued  for 
the  long  protracted  period  of  nearly  one  hun- 
dred days —  from  December  26tii,  1838,  to 
March  28th,  1884— when,  for  reasons  not  ex- 
plained to  tjie  Senate,  upon  a  private  conaolta-  ' 
tion  among  the  friends  of  the  resolution,  the 
mover  of  it  came  forward  to  tiie  Be^tarj^a 
table,  and  voluntarily  made  Oie  alterationa 
which  cut  the  connection  between  the  bank  and 
the  resolution  I  but  it  stood  upon  the  record, 
by  striking  out  every  thing  relative  to  the  dia- 
miasal  of  Mr.  Duaue,  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Taney,  and  the  removal  of  the  deports.  But 
the  alteration  was  made  in  the  record  <hi1j. 
The  orameotion  still  subsisted  in  foot^  now  lives 
in  memoiy,  and  Bhall  live  in  history.  Tes,  rir, 
Baid  Mr.  B.,  addresBmg  himself  to  the  "PnA- 
dent  of  the  Senate ;  yes,  dr,  the  oondemnation  ' 
of  the  President  was  indissolubly  connected 
with  the  cause  of  the  bank,  with  the  r&noyti. 
of  the  d^Ktsita,  the  renewal  of  t^e  charter,  tiie 
restoration  of  the  deposits,  the  v^idication  of 
Mr.  Duaue,  the  rejection  of  Mr.  Tauey,  the  fate 
of  elections,  the  overthrow  of  Jackson's  ad- 
ministration, the  foil  of  prices,  the  distress 
meetings,  the  distress  memOTials,  the  distresB 
committees,  the  distress  speeches :  and  kll.the 
long  list  of  hapless  measures  whlon  astonished, 
tranfied,  afflicted,  and  deeply  injured  the  coan- 
trf  dnrug  the  long  and  agonized  protractioa 
of  the  fiunouB  panio  sesuon.  All  these  things 
are  onmected,  said  Mr.  B.,  and  it  became  Iub 
duty  to  place  a  part  of  the  pnxtf  which  eatab- 
Ushed  the  connection  before  tiie  Soiate  and  the 
people. 

Mr.  B.  then  took  up  the  appendix  to  the 
report  made  by  the  Senate's  Committee  (tf 
finance  on  the  bank,  commonly  called  Mr. 
Tyler's  report,  and  road  extracts  from  instruc- 
tions sent  to  two-and-twenty  branches  of  the 
bank,  contemporaneously  with  the  progress  of 
the  debate  on  the  criminating  resolutions ;  the 
object  and  effect  of  which,  and  tiieir  oonneo- 
tion  with  the  debate  iu  the  Senate,  woidd  ba 
quickly  seen,  PremisiDg  that  the  bank  had 
despatched  orders  to  the  same  brantdies  in  the 
mouth  of  August,  and  had  curtailed  t4,066,00(^ 
and  again  in  the  month  of  October  to  onitdl 
$6,826,000,  and  to  increase  the  rates  of  their 
exchange,  and  had  expressly  stated  in  a  circular 
on  the  17th  of  that  month,  that  this  reduction 
would  place  the  branches  m  a  position  of  entire 
security,  Mr.  B.  invoked  attention  to  the  shower 
of  orders,  and  their  dates,  whidi  he  was  aboat 
to  read.  He  read  paasagea  from  pi^e  77  to  ^ 
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inclusive.  They  were  all  extracts  of  letters 
from  the  president  of  tbe  baok  in  person,  to 
the  preaidentB  of  the  branchea ;  fiu-  Hr.  B.  atSA 
ft  mnst  he  remembered,  as  one  of  the  peculiar 
features  of  the  bank  attack  npon  the  country 
last  winter,  that  the  whole  hnsiness  of  con- 
dQctins  this  cnrtaUment,  and  raising  exchanges, 
and  doing  whatever  it  pleased  wlUi  tbe  com- 
merce, onrrenoy,  and  business  of  the  country, 
was  withdrawn  from  the  board  of  directors, 
and  confided  to  one  of  those  couTement  com- 
mittees of  which  the  president  is  ex  officio 
member  and  creator ;  and  which,  in  this  case, 
was  expressly  absolved  from  reporting  to  the 
board  of  directors!  The  letters,  then,  are  all 
from  Kiofaolas  Biddle,  preddent,  and  not  from 
Bauuel  Jaudon,  cashier,  and  are  addressed 
direct  to  the  prendents  of  the  branch  hanka. 

[Here  Hr.  B.  read  (he  lutmotions  to  the  tw&and- 
twenty  bnmdi  bukt,  alt  dated  in  January,  iriien  tbe 
hnnness  of  panle-maUng  had  commenced  in  Con- 
gress, ordering  a  tlurd  luge  curtailment,  and  an  La- 
creased  rate  of  exchange — this  new  and  heary  cor- 
tailment  bdng  ordered  to  meet  **  tuw  truatttret  of 
hoatiiiiy  underatood  to  be  in  eontemploHon  agaiiut 
Vu  Umk.*  This  **  ctmtemplated  measnre  of  hostil- 
ity "  was  shown  to  be  a  mere  falsehood,  none  lach 
being  intended  or  done  ■,  and  tbe  money  Ihua  extort- 
ed ftom  ^  distraased  debtoia  bdi^  sent  to  Lcaidon, 
tolietiiere  ftrarise  in  ibreigpa  exdiaDge;  and  the 
enriona  spectacle  being  presented  that  the  bank  was 
making  the  distreaa  on  one  p«text,  that  tf  a  luw 
temUmfilaUdmeaMiin:  lAile  its  Mends  inOongress 
were  Jnstii^mg  it  at  another,  lAof  ^  •  rtmotal  e^ 

Ut.  B.  then  took  six  poaitiona,  which  he 
enumerated,  and  undertook  to  demonstrate  to 
he  true.  They  were : 

1.  That  it  was  untrue,  in  point  of  ftet,  that 
{here  were  any  new  measures  in  contemplation, 
or  adion,  to  deatroy  the  bank. 

S.  That  it  was  nntme,  in  point  of  fact,  that 
the  President  harbored  hostile  and  rerengeinl 
designs  against  the  existence  of  the  bank. 

8.  That  it  was  untroe,  in  point  of  &ct,  that 
there  was  any  necessity  for  this  thiid  onr- 
tulment,  which  was  ordered  ^e  last  of  Jan- 
uary. 

4.  That  there  was  no  exonse.  Justification,  or 
apology  for  the  conduct  of  the  bank  in  relation 
to  domestic  exchange,  in  doubling  its  rates, 
breakhi^  it  up  between  the  five  western  branch- 
es, tnmmg  the  collection  of  billa  upon  the 
wuu^al  oommwoiil  <dties,  and  ferUdolng  the 
Dnui^  at  Kew  Orleans  to  punduue  bills  on  aitj 
part  of  the  West. 

5.  That  tliis  cnrhdlment  and  these  exchange 
regulations  in  January  were  political  and  revo- 
lutionary, and  connected  themselves  with  the 
reaolntion  in  the  Soaate  for  the  coiUlemnation 
itf  FraidflDt  Jaokaon. 


6.  That  tiie  distress  of  the  country  was 
occasioned  by  the  Bank  of  tbe  United  States 
and  the  Senate  of  the  United  States^  and  not 
by  the  removal  of  the  dwostte. 

Having  stated  his  portions,  Mr.  B.  proceeded 
to  demonstrate  them. 

Hr.  B.  retnmed  to  the  resolution  which  it 
was  proposed  to  expunge.  He  sud  it  ought  to 
go.  It  was  the  root  of  tft  evil,  the  father  of 
uie  mischief,  the  source  of  the  injury,  tho  box 
of  Pandora,  which  had  filled  the  land  with 
calamity  and  consternation  for  six  long  months. 
It  was  that  resolution,  far  more  than  the  con- 
duct of  the  bank,  which  raised  the  panic,  sunk 
the  price  of  property,  crushed  many  mer- 
chants, impressed  the  country  with  the  temtf 
of  an  impending  revolution,  and  frightened  ao 
many  good  people  out  of  the  ratioiul  exercise 
of  ueir  elective  frandiiae  at  the  q>ring  electiona. 
All  these  evils  have  now  passol  away.  The 
panic  has  subsided ;  the  price  of  produce  and 
property  has  recovered  from  its  depression,  and 
risen  beyond  its  former  bounds.  The  country 
is  tranquil,  prosperous,  and  happy.  The  Statu 
which  had  been  frightened  from  their  propriety 
at  the  spring  elections,  have  regained  their  self- 
command.  Now,  with  the  total  vanLahing 
its  efi'ects,  let  the  cause  vanish  also.  Let  this 
resolution  for  the  condemnation  of  President 
Jackson  be  expunged  from  the  journal  Ot  the 
Senatel  Let  it  be  effiued,  erased,  blotted  oo^ 
obliterated  from  the  boe  m  that  page  on  which 
it  dionld  never  have  been  written  f  Would  to 
God  it  could  be  expunged  from  the  page  of  all 
history,  and  from  the  memory  of  afl  mankind. 
Would  that,  ao  fiu*  as  it  ia  concerned,  the  minda 
of  the  whole  existing  generation  ^onld  be 
dipped  in  the  fabolons  and  oblivious  waters  of 
the  river  Lethe.  But  these  wishes  are  vain. 
The  resolution  must  survive  and  live.  HiatotT* 
wiU  record  it ;  memoiy  will  retdn  it ;  tradition 
will  hand  it  down.  In  the  very  act  of  expur- 
gation it  Uvea ;  ibr  what  is  taken  from  one  page 
b  placed  on  another.  All  atonement  for  the 
unfortunate  oalamltooa  act  of  the  Senate  is  im- 
perfect and  inadequate.  Expunge,  if  we  can, 
still  tbe  only  effect  will  be  to  expreea  our 
solemn  convictions,  by  that  obliteration,  that 
such  a  resolution  onght  never  to  have  soiled 
the  pages  of  our  Jonmal.  This  is  all  that  we 
can  do  ;  and  this  mnch  we  are  bound  to  do^ 
by  every  obligation  of  Justice  to  the  Preudu^t, 
whose  name  has  been  attainted ;  by  every 
consideration  of  duty  to  the  country,  whose 
voice  demands  this  reparation ;  by  our  regard 
to  the  constitution,  which  has  be>en  trampled 
under  foot ;  by  respect  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentotives,  whose  mnction  has  been  usurped ; 
br  aelf-reepect,  which  requires  the  Senate  to 
vmdicate  ita  Justice^  to  oorreot  its  eirora,  and 
re-eatabUah  ita  name  for  equity,  dlfpiityi 
and  moderation,  xo  err  la  human ;  not  to  err 
is  ^vine ;  to  correct  error  is  the  work  of  sn- 
peremineat  and  dso  superhuman  nigral  excel- 
Wee,  and  this  exalted  work  it  now  remains 
toa  the  Senate  to  perfiom. 
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Fiiblie  DepotiU. 

The  Ull  to  regulate  the  deposits  ci  the  pablio 
monef  in  the  State  baoks  hanng  been  taken 

BKon  briefly  opluned  the  reaKnu 

2 ion  wUoh  he  iatanded  to  vote,  Hzi  tSiat 
e  terms  prescribed  in  the  bill  upon  which 
the  State  banks  a«y  to  receiTe  the  deposits, 
were  calculated  to  defeat  the  object  in  view- 

Kr.  Bibb  desired  to  change  his  vote  in  r^ard 
to  tiiis  bill,  on  the  gronnd  that  he  could  not 
wprove  of  the  provision  relative  to  the  amount 
of  specie  these  banks  shonld  be  required  to 
have  in  their  vaults.  And  he  did  not  feel  him- 
self at  liberty  to  give  anj  Tote  that  might 
seem  to  sanction  t^B  late  unconsUtutional  re- 
moval of  the  deposits  from  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States. 

l£r.  Ewura  admitted  there  was  much  force 
In  what  was  said  by  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  but  he  did  not  think  that  the  pr»- 
aent  act  of  le^slation  went  to  sanction  the 
semoval  of  the  deposits. 

On  motion  of  He  "Qlaxx,  the  yeas  and  nays 
Tere  demanded  od  tlie  passsge  tn  the  bill,  and 
were  taken  as  follows : 

Tua.— Venn.  Benton,  Black,  Calhoan,  Guthbert, 
CSsTton,  Swing,  FreUttghuTsen,  Goldsborongh,  Kent, 
Enigfat,  L^b,  Linn,  McKean,  Uaogum,  Moore,  Por- 
ter, Frentiw,  PrestCHi,  Bobineon,  Robbina,  Swift, 
&iiitb.  Southard,  Tomlinson,  Tyler,  Wsggsmui,  'Web- 
ster, White— 28. 

Nats. — If ossrs.  Bibb,  Brown,  Buchsnan^endricks, 
HiU,  Kane,  King  of  Alabama,  Korris,  jP<dndexter, 
Bn^es,  Sbeplej,  Tallnudge— 12. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

The  resolntion  of  Mr.  Bbbton  ag^  ooming 

r.  SouTHABD  said  the  resolution  of  the 
S8tb  Haroh,  1834,  declared,  as  the  opinion  of 
the  Senate,  that  the  President,  "in  the  late 
ezMutive  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  public 
revenae,  has  asemned  upon  himself  aatbority 
and  power  not  conferred  by  the  constitution 
and  laws,  but  in  derogation  of  both." 

The  resolntion  now  under  consideration  (said 
Mr.  S.)  orders  that  of  28th  March  to  be 
"  expunged "  from  the  Jounul^  and  assigns 
the  reasons  for  so  doing. 

The  object  of  this  resolution  (said  Mr.  S.)  is 
not  to  obtain  an  expression  from  the  Senate 
that  their  former  opinions  were  erroneous,  nor 
that  the  Execntive  acted  correctly  in  relation 
to  the  public  treasury.  It  goes  further,  and 
denounces  the  act  of  the  Senate  as  so  mioonsti- 
tntional,  ni^Dstdfiable,  and  o^aive,  that  the 
eridenee  of  it  ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  re- 
main npon  the  records  of  the  Government.  It 
la  an  indictment  a^nst  the  Senate.  "The  Sen- 
ator from  Missoon  calls  upon  us  to  sit  in  judg- 
ment upon  our  own  acts,  and  warns  us  that  we 
ean  save  ourselTeB  frcnn  fatore  and  lasting  de* 


[Fkuujuit,  ISBGw 

nunciation  and  reproach,  only  by  pnmonndDg 
our  own  condemnation  by  our  rotes.  Be  aa- 
sures  us  that  he  has  no  denre  or  intention  to 
degrade  the  Senate,  but  the  position  in  which 
he  would  place  w  is  one  of  deep  degradation — 
degradatum  oi  tiie  most  humiliating  oharaotsr 
— whioh  not  only  acknowledges  error,  luod  ad- 
mits inexcosable  misconduct  in  tills  lenstativa 
brandi  of  the  Government,  but  bows  it  down 
before  the  majesty  of  the  Executive,  and  ma^s 
us  offer  incense  to  his  infallibility. 

I  am  neither  nnprepared,  Mr.  President,  ntur 
reluctant  to  plead,  for  myseu^  not  guilty,  to  this 
indictment ;  nor  shall  I  hesitate  to  record  my 
vote  upon  the  issue  which  is  forced  npon  us. 
Be  the  final  close  of  the  controversy  what  it 
may,  I  have  consoientionsly  chosen  my  gronnd 
upon  the  questions  which  are  involved,  and  will 
abide  the  sober  and  deliberate  judgment  of  the 
country.  The  resolution  of  the  SSth  March, 
which  it  is  proposed  to  oronnge,  asserta  that 
the  Execntive  had  performM  certain  acts  in  re- 
lation to  the  pubUo  revenne,  and  that  these 
acts  were  in  derogation  of  the  constitntion  and 
laws.  It  is  no  longer  necessary  to  debate  the 
tmth  of  tiie  first  assertion.  The  removal  of  the 
money  was  the  act  of  the  Executive,  on  his 
own  re^nsibility,  and  ia  now  claimed  by  him 
and  bis  advocates  as  highly  meritorious,  de- 
manding increased  admiration  and  renewed  ex- 
pressions of  gratitude  from  a  tiiankful  people. 
The  character  of  the  acts  only,  and  the  right  <^ 
the  Senate  to  express  its  opinion,  are  now  in 
question. 

Upon  these  X  have  hwetofore  declared  the 
views  whioh  I  entertain ;  and  I  shall  not  trou- 
ble the  Senate  br  a  particular  exposition  of  them 

at  this  time.  I  regarded  the  conduct  of  the 
Executive  aa  a  violation  of  law.  The  statute 
gave  to  the  bank  the  right  to  be  the  depontoiT 
of  the  public  money ;  and  it  was  not  provided, 
in  that  statute,  that  the  President  nugnt,  of  his 
own  mere  wiU,  take  it  away.  The  charter  was 
a  solemn  contract  between  the  nation  and  the 
stockholders,  which  the  Government  was  botmd 
to  regard,  by  every  consideration  which  can 
operate  upon  national  honor  and  justice.  For 
this  contract  the  holders  of  the  stock  had  paid 
one  and  a  half  milUon  of  doUan,  and  pufonned 
most  important  and  valnable  services.  It  wis 
a  gross  breach  of  the  public  fiUth  to  deprive 
them  of  their  partof  the  ba^^n.  If  the  bank 
had  misbehaved,  if  its  directors  had  made  il- 
legal dfums  upon  the  Government,  if  they  had 
improperly  opposed  the  election  of  an  indi- 
vidual to  the  presidency,  or  in  any  manner 
broken  their  charter,  the  mode  of  punishment 
was  prescribed  by  law,  and  the  courts  of  the 
countey  were  open ;  in  which,  if  guilty,  they 
might  have  been  condemned.  The  tyrants  ne 
tcto — I  will  it — could  not  properly  be  exerdsed 
in  BQoh  a  case. 

But  we  are  now  reqaired  to  «pnnge  tiie  ex- 
presrion  of  onr  opinitm  from  the  jonmals,  and 
to  erase  the  resolution.  And  I,  Mr.  Fretideott 
itand  here  a  commanded  man— Kvdsred  tb* 
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L^slatnre  of  my  own  State  to  deoonnce  my 
own  act — to  obliterate  my  own  Tote — to  vio- 
late the  jonmals  of  this  body — to  degrade  this 
coostitDtional  aseembly — and  to  diBregard 
my  own  sacred  obligaticHU  to  nutsin  and  sop* 
port  the  ooastitntlon  of  my  conntry,  aoocnrdinff 
to  the  dictates  o/[  mr  judgment  Sir,  in  moh 
a  oon^tion,  heritaacm  would  be  enminal — 
obedience  would  be  treason  agf^nst  conscience 
and  duty. 

Hr.  President,  bare  we  the  constitational 
power,  right,  or  anthority,  to  pass  this  resoln- 
tion — to  ezpnnge  from  the  journals  of  the  Sen- 
ate tbe  resolution  which  was  passed  aod  record-  : 
ed  at  the  last  session  ?  It  is  a  solemn  qnestion. 
It  requires  a  solemn  answer,  and  must  be  met 
without  evasion,  and  in  its  true  import.  The 
resolntion  does  not  call  upon  us  to  put  upon  the 
jonnials,  at  this  time,  a  declaration  that  we 
were  then  in  enw.  It  does  not  require  ns  to 
rescind  or  alter,  or  in  any  mode  overrule  the 
fermer  decision.  The  instructions  of  the  liegis- 
latores  do  not  call  upon  us  to  do  this,  but  to 
expunge.  They  know  the  mover  of  this  reso- 
luoon  is  not  ignorant  of  the  term  expunge. 
Obedience  to  uie  instructions  rettuires  us  to 
obliterate,  erase,  alter  the  journal ;  in  substance, 
to  tear  from  it  the  entry  which  is  there  made. 
Any  thing  short  of  this  Is  evasion ;  it  is  dis- 
obedience. He  who  is  instmeted  to  expunge, 
and  votes  for  any  thing  short  of  expunging,  or 
any  thing  different  fh)m  expunging,  may  evade 
his  orders,  but  he  does  not  obey  them.  He 
may  cavil  about  the  meaniuAand  tell  tube 
does  something  wUdi  Is  eqnlTfuent,  and  which 
will  satisfy  the  Legislature  which  instructed 
him ;  but  he  offers  insult  to  them,  in  the  very 
act  (K  professed  submission.  Are  they  iguorant 
of  the  meaning  of  their  own  orders  or  instruc- 
tions t  Or  wUl  tbey  be  satisfied  with  partial 
obedience  t  If  they  have  the  authority  to 
command,  shall  their  servants  tell  them,  Tou 
did  Doi  mean  what  you  s^d ;  you  will  be  con- 
tent if  I  construe  your  orders  in  my  own  way, 
and  if  I  do  not  what  you  did  command,  but 
what  you  ousht  to  have  commanded.  This 
course  will  not  answer.  Hr.  President,  let  us 
meet  tiie  question  fidrly  and  openly.  The  ob- 
ject of  tbe  mover,  the  object  or  the  instructing 
Le^atures  ii^  to  take  out  of  the  journals  what 
tfiey  choose  to  call  the  ccmdemnation  of  tbe 
pTMident,  so  that  it  shall  remain  there  no  lon- 
ger. We  are  expected  to  follow  the  example 
of  the  English  House  of  Commons,  in  the  case  of 
John  Wilkes ;  to  order  our  Secretary  to  oblit- 
erate the  journal,  to  stop  tbe  business  of  the 
Senate,  to  command  silence,  and  sit  by  while 
the  act  is  performed.  Can  we  do  It. }  What 
says  tbe  constitution  ?  In  the  third  item  of  the 
firth  section  of  the  third  article  are  these  words : 
"  Each  House  shall  keep  a  Journal  of  its  pro- 
ceedings,' and,  from  time  to  time,  publish  the 
same,  excepting  such  parts  as  may,  in  their 
judgment,  require  secrecy;  and  the  yeas  and 
nays  of  the  memb«ra  <^  either  Hoose,  on  ai^ 
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question,  shall,  at  the  desire  of  one-fifth  <tf  those 
present,  be  entered  on  the  Journal." 

The  journal  which  we  are  now  called  on  to 
deface  is  thejonrnal  thus  prescribed  in  the  con- 
stitution. I^e  resolution  which  we  are  to  ex- 
punge is  a  part  of  that  jouiiial.  The  yeas  and 
nays  luve  been  entered  upon  it,  and  stand 
thefe  in  testimony— -perpetntd  may  that  testi- 
mony remain — oi  the  opinions  and  action  of 
the  Senate.  It  has  been  published  and  scatter- 
ed to  the  four  comers  of  our  Union.  We  may 
reverse  our  decision  and  change  our  votes,  but 
can  we  expunge  that  decision  and  obliterate  the 
record  ?  In  my  Judgment,  it  would  be  an  in- 
fraction of  tbe  coustttntioo,  a  sacrilegious  vio- 
lation of  a'  document  which  has  all  the  invio- 
lability which  the  constitntitm  can  confer  on 
any  instrument. 

The  Senatw  fnHD  MiBSoari,  after  great  delib- 
eration npon  the  subject,  has  announcod  his 
opinion  that  we  may  expunge.  He  has  told  yOf 
in  substance,  that  the  order  of  the  constitution 
is  that  we  must  "keep  a  Journal,"  and  that 
this  order  will  be  satisfied  if  we  write  down 
from  day  to  day  memoranda  of  what  we  do ; 
bnt  that,  having  done  this,  we  have  obeyed  the 
constitution,  and  are  at  liberty  afterwards  to 
erase  from  it  what  is  incorrect  and  nnoonstitu- 
tional.  This  I  understand  to  be  his  argnment. 
And  I  must  be  permitted  to  express  my  aston- 
ishment at  such  a  construction  of  this  portion 
of  the  constitution.  I  will  not  say  that  it  is 
suited  to  tiie  timesi  lest  it  nd^t  be  oontidered 
disrespectful.  WearetokeepaJouraaL  Hay 
we  keep  it  fidsely  t  IGsrepresent  onr  a«ts  and 
votes  t  Enter  npon  it  what  did  not  take  plaoe, 
Or  enter  untruly  that  which  did!  May  we 
state  the  ayes  and  noes  incorreotiy  t  Uay  we 
omit  decisions  which  are  made,  and  acts  per- 
formed f  May  we  insert  those  whijJh  have  no 
existence  ?  K  we  may  not,  the  reason  is  that 
our  record  must  be  true  andfuthfol.  But  if  it 
must  be  true  and  futhful  when  made,  have  we 
the  right,  afterwards,  at  any  period  to  make  it 
false  and  untrue  ?  Does  the  constitution  meaa 
that  we  are  to  note  down  truly,  day  by  day, 
our  proceedings;  and  yet,  that  a  w<>ek,  or 
montn,  or  year  afterwards,  we  may  altar  it  aa 
we  please — falnfy  it  ?  May  we  soia  it  down  to 
posterity  with  a  falsehood  upon  its  face !  Is 
this  keeping  a  journal,  in  tbe  meaning  of  the 
constitution  f  No,  sir.  The  constitution  had 
important  objects  in  view  in  this  provision,  and 
it  deals  in  no  double  meanings.  It  intended 
^at  an  honest  record  of  our  acts  and  votea 
should  be  made  for  the  information  of  our  fel- 
low-citizens, and  that  it  should  remdn  a  perpet- 
ual testimony  of  our  f^thfulness,  or  infideuty, 
to  tbe  constitution  and  the  interests  of  onr 
country,  where  our  contemporaries  and  our 
posterity.  In  all  time  to  oome,  might  see,  not 
our  deeds  only;  bnt  the  Ustorr  or  the  l^isla- 
tion  of  the  GoTonment.  Our  constituents 
have  a  right  to  know  what  we  sa^  and  what 
we  do,  and  we  hun  no  right  to  withhold  this 
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knowledge  tnm  them ;  udl  i^oioe  that  mine 
BU^  lee  and  know  aU  that  I,  aa  their  agent, 
hare  done ;  and  that  there  is  no  lawftil  power 
to  hide  It  from  them.  The  ocmseqnenoes  of 
this  modwn  notion  of  expunging  from  the  jour- 
nsl  what  maj  be  onpleasant  or  offensive  to  the 
existing  mi^cvity,  are  calcol&ted  to  alarm  those 
who  twe  an  interest  in  the  permanence  and 

Erosperitj  of  oar  inslitntitHiB.  Shall  I  allude 
rien^  to  two  or  three  of  them  ?  The  striking 
of  our  clock  and  the  approaching  dissolution  of 
Congress  remind  me  that  I  mast,  on  evenr  topic, 
aim  rather  at  brevity  than  folness  of  iUnstra- 
tion. 

The  changes  of  parties  In  our  coontrj  are 
rapid.  The  posssmore  of  the  "qioUs  "  to-d^ 
become  the  antagonists  of  power  to-morrow. 
They  who  ei^oy  popnlar  oonfideDce  now.  may 
•hcnrtl  J  find  themselves  bereft  of  that  conflaeoce, 
and  sinking  anhooored  into  the  mass  of  the 
oommnnity  wbicfa  will  no  longer  regard  them 
frith  revneot.  Opinions  alter  with  the  interests 
and  condition  of  the  oountry ;  and  htmest,  in- 
telligent, and  wise  men  who  have  formed  their 
policy  on  existing  oiroumstanoes,  are  often 
obliged  to  give  way  to  others  better  skilled  in 
the  approaching  or  expected  wants  and  rela- 
tions of  Uie  nati<ai.  AU  this  does  take  place ; 
all  this  mi^  and  will  take  plaoe  hereafter,  in 
the  progress  of  sode^y.  I  am  no  railer  at  popn- 
lar ohanffes.  I  have  aa  maoh  oonfidenoo  as  any 
nan  hi  me  intelligemw,  flrmneas,  and  eubility 
of  the  people  of  this  coontiy ;  and  certainly  do 
not  yidd,  on  this  point,  to  any  noisy  demsgcgutL 
who  sapports  to-day  principles  which  he  held 
ap  to  scorn  yesterday — ^with  professions  of 
devotion  to  the  people  on  his  tongue,  and  pur- 
posed deception  and  setfiah  ambition  in  his 
heart  I  spMk  only  of  facta— changes  hare 
happened.*  If  society  shall  pnwress  and  be 
prosperous  and  free,  tbey  must  happen  here* 
after.  It  is  the  condition  of  wen  human 
society,  espedally  when  it  is  free,  'fliere  are, 
tihere  must  he^  firequant  ohangea  in  pnbUo  men 
and  puWo  measures.  Shall  it  be  established  as 
the  oonstitntiooal  doetrlue,  that,  on  every 
change  the  Mnmphant  minority  may  erase  from 
oar  records  the  acts  and  votes  of  their  prede- 
oessors  ?  If  you  pass  this  resolution,  and  It  be 
established  that  we  may  alter  and  falsify  the 
Jonmals,  such  may,  and  not  improbably  will, 
be  the  course  of  onr  future  history.  The  worst 
men  in  power  will  have  the  strongest  tempta- 
tion to  erase  the  acts  (A  the  t>est.  The  most 
servile  devotees  of  the  favorite  of  the  hoar  will 
be  most  likely  to  seek  his  favor,  by  expunging 
whatever  may  be  obnoxious  to  him,  or  an  ob- 
stacle in  the  way  of  his  purposes.  Your  jour- 
nal will  oease  to  be  ft  nond  of  ^onraots;  and 
may  be  made  an  instmment  to  aid  the  advance 
of  oorraptton  and  deq>otism. 

Observe  the  danger  of  this  doctrine  in  an- 
other aq>ect  The  Senate  sits  in  secret,  when 
adviriug  the  President  upon  treaties,  appoint- 
ments, {bo.  The  record  <tf  thdr  aot&  with 
closed  doors,  la  a  part  of  the  Joamala.  If  ban 


motives  have  governed,  if  treachery  to  the  beit 
intmati  of  the  pe<^e  have  been  exhtbftsd,  if 
a  respondbiStT'  has  been  assumed  whidi  w 
orerwhdm  the  guilty  when  the  jonrasl  diaQ 
be  pubUsbed,  and  thMr  oondoot  exhibited,  bow 
easiiy  will  this  doctrine  now  to  be  estabUslM^ 
and  this  example  now  to  be  pven,  enable  tbeo) 
to  conceal  for  ever  their  gimt,  and  evade  Um 
acoonnt  which  the  public  mi^t  require.  It 
was  better  to  liave  no  Journal  of  oar  secret  >e>- 
rioni^  but  to  leave  every  member  to  gtTs  meh 
relation  of  our  actions  as  his  interest  dioUtM^ 
or  bis  regard  for  truth  might  require. 

Mr.  President,  will  yon  look  to  aDotlier  o«- 
seqnenoef  Entries  are  made  on  these  Jonmili 
of  the  votes  and  prooeedhigi  wUoh  oraile,  n- 
BcL  and  give  valuity  to  tm  laws  of  the  land; 
and  to  all  those  aota  wUoh  are  eiO<rined  on  tiia 
Senate  by  the  constitatirai— laws,  treatks, 
pointments,  judgments  on  impeachment,  emr 
thing.  Shall  we  cslmly  establish  the  dix- 
trine  that  these  votes  may  be  expniued,ucl 
these  constitutional  acts  be  left  munstsmed  \>j 
the  authority  which  givea  them  uiatiamvA 
validity  t  For,  sir,  even  the  proceedings  and 
judgments  open  an  impeachment  may  u 
be  expunged,  as  any  other  item  in  thst  record. 
It  is  a  process  of  nollifieation  new  in  the  theory 
and  [naot^  <tf  our  Government,  now  fint  tt- 
tempted,  and  whose  ocHueqaenoes  no  man  m 
antiioipate  <tc  depict.  For  me,  dr,  it  is  insol- 
uble to  bring  myself  to  a  bedief  in  its  correct- 
ness. TtKb  constitation  oommands  ns  to  keep 
a  JonmaL  It  must  be  tnie  and  &itlifal; 
must  rem^  inviolable;  and  when  fon  shill 
have  expmiged  any  tlung  f^om  you  will  ^y* 
disregarded  we  <n  the  pUdnest  and  nust  im- 
portant i^JonotioiiB  of  our  great  oonatitatioul 
charter. 

Firytftte  JfSfftery  Land  ITarrsata 
The  Senate  oonridered,  aa  in  Onnmittseaf 
the  Whole,  the  bill  granting  an  additional  qnu- 
tity  of  hmd  In  satuCaotion  of  nnlooated  Yu^ 
^ia  military  bounty  land  warranti.  , 
Mr.  Olat  opposed  the  bill,  on  ti»  ff^^ 
that  the  number  of  acres  appropriated  toiw 
not  be  sufficient  for  the  purpose  »  viH^ir^ 
these  chums;  we  did  not  know  when  we  shMia 
ever  stop.   The  gentleman  from  Virgisis  (Mr- 
Tyisb)  Wormed  hfan.  formerly,  that  tijfl  w* 
appropriation  would  be  suffident, 
appeared  to  be  no  nearer  tiie  md  (tf  tbii  )»>■* 
ness  than  we  were  then, 
Mr.  Ewraa  wonld  much  rather  appropnH" 


the  sum  of  $667,000,  instead  of  five  biwu« 
and  fifty  thonaand  acres,  and  then  we  smou 
know  what  we  were  about.  , 
Mr.  Iaoh  made  snne  moa^  in  fawoi 
thebiU.  Hesaid  thia  appfopriatioaooddiw( 
be  considered  aa  made  to  Virginis,  anr  mo" 
than  to  Ohio.  Kentucky,  or  Tennessee,  for  doj 
one-twentieth  of  these  d^mants  reside  u 
State. 

Mr.  Ttlib  said,  if  the  orighua  appr^ri*^ 
of  fiva  hnndred  thonaand  aons  wai  Jw 
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tamot,  a  fiirOier  ^[uropriation  oaght  to  be 
made  to  oovar  all  the  obumB,  eveii  if  it  riioold 
HDoant  to  five  niilfiau  of  acova.  The  report 
mad*  on  the  suljaot  showed  tiiat  the  great 
BUM  of  these  didms  weie  alreadj  iatbfied,  and 
be  did  not  think  we  would  be  mndi  tronbled 
on  the  mlfject  hereafter. 

Ur.  Gut  said  that  the  main  oanse  of  tlus 
great  inoreaae  was  in  oonseqnenoe  of  the  bills 
passed  pving  pension  and  Donnl7  lands,  isc. 
Binoe  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1880,  ihoj  have 
foond  in  tne  attao  rtory  of  the  O^itol,  a  lu:ge 
mass  of  wvotaaonarj  papers,  ont  of  which  the 
greater  part  of  these  clums  have  R>nmg.  There 
wans  to  be  no  end  of  tiiese  uairas;  be  was 
willing  to  TOte  for  the  fire  bondnd  and  flfly 
fboosand  acres,  ^orided  it  was  to  be  the  last. 

Mr.  FoiNDBXTU  offered  an  amendmant  re- 
quiring all  daimante  hereafter  to  file  tfadr 
elaims  in  tiie  i^oe  of  the  Onnndsdoner  of  the 
Lmd  Office  within  two  Tears,  or  ihdr  eUm 
shall  be  barred. 

Tho  amendment  was  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Leigh,  the  blank  was  filled 
with  nz  hundred  and  fifty  t^iooAand  acres. 

On  the  qnestion,  Shall  the  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  f 

Mr.  Hill  asked  the  jeas  and  najs ;  which, 
being  ordered,  were  as  follows : 

TzAS.— Kesars.  Benton,  Bibb,  Black,  CalhoimJSa/, 
Cuthbert,  Ewing,  Ooldsborooeh,  Hendricks,  Kane, 
Kent,  King  of  .A^bama,  L^gh,  unn,  Uai^fom,  Moore, 
Fdndexter  Ferter,  Bob&iu,  Robinson,  ffitsbee, 
Sonthard,  Tomlhison,  T^Ier,  Wagnmao,  Wbite— 36. 

Nats.— Ham  Hill,  K^  ^  Qeoi^  Buggies, 
Sh^l^,  Swif^  lUhnadge,  npten,  Wrigbfr-«. 


Satcbdat,  Febrnai7  S8. 

The  YiOB  pBEstDXST  oommnnicated  the  cre- 
dentials of  Hon.  Bbdvobd  Bbows,  elected  a 
Senator  from  North  Oan^ina,  fat  At  years  fhnn 
the  Atfa  of  Karoh  next. 

SteeUon^  Printer. 

ytr.  PusroiT  moved  that  the  Senate  prooeed 
to  the  election  of  a  printer,  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate,  for  the  next  Congress. 

Mr.  Out  said  he  had  made  smne  opposition 
to  this  motion  on  a  former  oooasion,  in  the  ex- 

Eotation  that  the  House  would,  by  this  time, 
TO  ohoeen  their  printer.  As  they  had  not 
done  so,  he  now  wuved  any  farther  objection 
to  the  proceeding. 

Mr.  Bekton  said  he  intended  to  move,  con- 
temporaoeonsly,  for  the  consideration  of  his 
iokoA  Fesolntion  to  repeal  the  Jcnnt  resolntiim 
of  1819. 

Mr.  Fomnxm  hoped  the  Bensto  woold  not 
into  the  eonsideratiwi  at  the  ioant  reaolutton ; 
was  fbarfU  of  three  boors*  speeches. 
Mr.  Fbbstoit  expressed  his  disposition  to  ac- 
commodate the  gentleman  from  Missonri,  bat 
the  resolntiou  for  electing  a  printer  was  offered 
two  weeks  ago,  and  if  tiw  law  was  to  be  oom- 
plied  with,  thoe  mm  no  fitter  oooaiaffli  for  it 


iSmuam. 

than  the  preant  He  Uunfore  pendsted  in 

his  motion. 

Ht.  p.  uSA  that  when  ttie  naolnlion 
ot  the  honorable  gentlemsn  ma  T^srred  to 
the  Jndidary  Committee,  his  attontim  was 
tamed  to  the  history  of  the  printiiw  of  Oon- 
gress ;  and  he  foond  that  in  1819  a  joint  resoln- 
non  was  passed,  regulating  permanently  tiie 
mode  of  getting  the  printing  of  the  two  Honses 
executed,  so  far  as  the  prices  were  the  subjeot 
of  regnlation;  and  the  practice  has  been  to 
elect  by  ballot  ever  since.  "WhateTer  donbt 
there  may  be  as  to  tiie  interpretation  of  the 
resolution  of  1619,  there  can  be  none  as  to  that 
of  1^9,  beoanse  it  re-enacted  that  of  1819,  and 
required  the  printing  to  be  done  by  a  printer 
who  was  to  be  elected  by  ballot.  The  practice 
then  was  <tf  fourteen  yeaza*  standtaig;  and  it 
was  sostained  by  a  joint  reeolution  <3  the  two 
Houses. 

Ur.  Bnrroir  said  the  plan  he  would  propose 
for  having  the  pubUo  prmting  done  hereafter, 
was  the  one  he  should  read.  [Mr.  B.  then  nata 
a  passage  from  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
1819,  in  favor  of  the  establishment  of  a  nation- 
al printing  office.]  This,  he  s^d,  is  the  way 
the  British  Parliunent  does  its  printing,  and  it 
is  the  best  in  the  world.  He  saidj  when  up  bfr- 
fwe,  that  the  abuses  of  printing  m  tiie  Senate 
exceeded  that  of  all  the  other  departments  of 
the  Government,  the  Post  OffiM  included ;  anc 
this  is  to  be  dated  from  tiie  point  at  whitui  wr 
started.  In  1819,  the  total  finr  the  Senate  wa»> 
$8,000,  and  for  the  Honse  $10,000.  What  ia 
it  now  t  He  did  not  know,  nor  did  he  believe 
any  body  else  knew,  for  here,  in  the  genonl 
appropriation  bill,  are  some  $20,000  for  arrear- 
ages. What  is  the  increase  of  $120,000  beyond 
$8,000.  It  is  not  quite  20  to  1,  but  it  is  16  or 
17  to  1.  Kow,  in  what  other  department  of 
the  Government  will  you  find  an  increase  of  16 
or  ir  fold! 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  an  election;  and 
Ibssrs.  Gaks  and  Beauai  were  elected. 


MosnxT,  Mardi  2. 

yatiojuU  Printinff  O^lu  and  Book  Bhtdmy, 

On  motion  by  BnnNnr, 

Setolvtd,  That  the  Seeretaiy  of  State  be  lUrected 
to  report  a  plan  with  an  estimate  of  the  expense,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  next  Congress,  for  eebib- 
lishing  a  Printing  Office  and  Book  Bindery  at  the 
■eat  of  Government,  to  do  all  ttie  printing  for  the 
two  Hooeea  <tf  Congreas,  ud  for  all  the  d^aittnoits 
of  the  Government,  Fort  OfBco  hnduded. 

EvxmNa  Sxsaioir. 

Cato  <tf  S.  Lawrence — AttempUd  AuauimHoa 
of  the  I'retident. 

Mr.  Skith,  from  the  select  committee  ap- 
pointed upon  the  letter  of  the  Hon.  Gbobgb 
FomcnxTBB,  made  a  report  at  length,  oondoding 
with  a  resolntion  that  not  a  shade  of  sne^oion 
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eiiiti  tbftt  Mr.  P<Hiii»znB  was  in  tun  w»f 

ooneerned,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  late  at- 
tempted aasas^atioa  of  the  Frendent 

The  report  vai  read,  and  tiie  qnes^n  bdsg 
on  its  adoption, 

Mr.  Wkbstbb aaked the  yeassndnaya;  which 
were  ordered,  and  are  as  follows : 

TxAA— Keesta.  Bdl,  Bibb,  Black,  BacliaDin,  CbI- 
hoan.  Clay,  Ctayton,  Cathb^  Evinei  P^Uoghuy- 
■en,  Qoldiborongh,  Grundy,  Heodriclu,  HilL  Kane, 
Kent,  King  Alabama,  Kinx  of  Oeoma,  Knight, 
Leigh,  linn,  Uangum,  Uoore,  Horns,  Nandain,  Por- 
ter, PKstOD,  Bolwins,  BobiiuKm,  Baggies,  Shepley, 
SOibee,  Smith,  Boatluud,  Swift,  Talhnadge,  IHpton, 
TomUnsott,  Tyler,  Webster,  White,  Wright— 4S. 

MiinL— NoDOL 

On  moUon  of  Ur.  Smitb,  the  rmort  and  ao- 
oompanying  doonmenta  ven  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

JSi^iirg«iUatn^  Journal. 
Mr.  PsssTOK  moved  to  take  np  the  resoln- 
tion  offered  by  Mr.  BsirroiTfor  ezpnnging  from 
the  jonmal  of  the  Senate  the  reaolntion  con- 
demning the  President ;  on  which  qnestton  the 
Tew  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  are  as  fol- 
lows: 

TiAS. — Uessrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Bochanan,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  Clayton,  CnUit>ert,  Hill,  Kane,  SJog  of 
Alabama,  King  of  Geor^a,  HcEean,  M«ngnm^  Uoore, 
Preston;  Robinson,  Biif^es,  Shepley,  TiUmadge^ 
White,  Wr^ht— 21. 

Kats.— Ueasn.  Bibb,  Blai^  Swing,  Ooldsborongh, 
Orundy,  Hendncks,  Kent,  Enlist,  Migh,  Unn,  Nau- 
diOn,  Fbindezter,  Porter,  Prentiss,  BobUns,  Sndth, 
Sontbard,  Swifk,  Ttoton,  TunOnon,  Waggnun, 
Wehster^S. 


TniBDAT,  March  8. 

JSx^punghtff  JBttalutiotu—Jfartk  Gan^iM**  In- 
ttrveUtm  to  ker  Smatort. 

Mr.  MAvauH  aslced  leare  to  send  to  the 
Qerk's  table  certain  resolntions  adopted  by  the 
Legislature  of  North  Carolina ;  and  asked  that 
the  Senate  wonid  indnlge  him  in  having  them 
read.  He  said  it  was  not  his  purpose  to  detain 
the  Senate  hy  comment  npon  them.  This  was 
not  the  arena  npon  which  to  diacnss  and  a^nst 
any  difflcnlties  that  had  arisen,  or  that  mi^t 
Arise,  betwen  his  oonstitnents  and  himself.  He 
would  not  detfun  the  Senate  longer  than  to  ex- 
press the  hope  that  the  expunging  resolntitnis 
would  be  taken  up  in  the  oonneof  thedi^,  and 
that  be  would  be  allowed  to  record  bia  ¥ote 
npon  tibem. 

In  reference  to  the  inatmctions,  he  would 
avail  himself  of  the  occasion  barely  to  say  that 
be  shoold  not  conform  to  them.  He  shonld  vote 
against  the  expunging  resolution.  The  Legisla- 
ture had  no  right  to  require  him  to  become  tiie 
instmment  of  his  own  personal  degradation. 
He  repelled  the  exercise  of  so  vindictive  a  pow- 
er ;  and  when  utplied  to  himself  he  repelled  it 
with  toom  and  indignation. 


The  members  of  the  Legidatore  ware  aer* 
vants  and  representatives  of  the  pe<^;  ha 
(Mr.  M.)  was  lilrawisa  one.  That  they  woro 
disposed  to  guard  with  jealonqr  the  h(»UM:  of 
the  State  it  was  not  his  province  to  discns*  or  to 

aaestion.  He  likewise  felt  it  his  duty  to  guard 
le  honor  of  the  State,  and  not  lees  to  guard 
his  own  personal  honor ;  both,  in  his  oonoep- 
tion,  imperiously  required  him  to  dier^rard  the 
resolutions ;  and,  that  pdnt  being  aettied  in  him 
mukd,  he  trusted  no  one  who  knew  him  oonld 
entortain  a  donbtas  to  UaoooneonUieflQltjeoL 
Mr.  FsKLatOHTTTansaid  he  stood  in  the  nino 
predicament  as  hia  fHandfrom  Knrth  Oandina, 
(Mr.  MurGDH.)  He  had  oonstUolicaal  ol^feo* 
tions  to  complying.  He  believed  the  Senat* 
had  no  power  over  the  Jonnial.  It  was  a  record 
ot  the  acts  of  the  S^te,  guaranteed  by  the 
constitution,  for  the  benefit  of  the  niinorifr^. 
He  wonld  warn  the  m^jcnity  who  ahould  be  m 
those  seats  next  session,  to  leave  to  him  un- 
touched the  sacred  privilege  provided  by  the 
couatitution  for  ihowing  hia  anooesaora  how  he 
had  acted. 

Mr.  CjLLHons  expressed  his  regret  that  the 
sul^ect  had  been  ae&rred  to  so  late  a  period 
of  toe  sessitm.  He  b^eveditthemostiuuMv^ 
ant  saljeet  that  had  bew  hron^  before  Ow- 
gress ;  and  a  enl^eet  on  which  be  lutd  wished 
to  be  heard.  He  thought  they  bad  tiie  eane 
right  to  express  their  disapprobation  as  to 
flatter  the  £xecatiTe.  When  they  had  arrived 
to  such  a  i>eriod  as  either  they  mnst  flatter  or 
be  silent,  they  should  equal  the  most  d^enerate 
days  of  the  Roman  Bepublic,  when  the  hone 
of  the  Emperor  was  declared  OonsuL 

Mr.  KiSQ,  of  Alabama,  a^d  he  was  surprised 
at  the  language  of  the  Senator  from  Sontb  Caro- 
lia,  (Mr.  Calhoun.)  The  gentleman  apoke  of 
an  opportunity  of  'M'^"n!*g  the  anl^jeet.  Did 
he  not  remember  tiie  presentation  of  ttieln- 
atmetimiB  from  Alabamat  It  wu  great  iqjns* 
tioe  to  intinuate  the  diaooaaioii  had  been  inife 
off  by  the  friends  of  the  administi-ation,  when 
he  (Mr.  0.)  had  occupied  the  Senate  most  of 
the  time  with  hia  report  and  bills,  sinoe  the 
resolution  was  introduced.  The  honorable  Sen- 
ator had  spoken  of  flattering  the.  Executive, 
Had  not  that  Senator  heaped  npon  the  Presi- 
dent with  the  utmost  license  his  censures  and 
invectives ;  and  been  listened  to  with  Car  more 
attention  than  he  had  listened  to  those  who 
spoke  in  his  defence,  believing  he  had  acted 
honestly  and  with  good  intentions  t  Tet  the 
Senator  oompared  them  to  the  degeiurato 
timea  <tf  the  Bomaa  Senate  I 

Mr.  £.  8^  he^  tot  tarn,  was  not  diq>osed  to 
be  branded  as  the  supple  tool  of  enoutive 
power.  If  the  Senator  makes  snoh  charaeii  he 
must  except  him  from  the  number.  Mr.  E. 
ac^d  he  wonld  not  endure  It.  There  were  oer- 
tain  diitappointed  aniirants  to  power  who  al- 
ways viewed  things  throngh  a  ^oomy  mediam, 
who  were  ever  croaking  over  the  imapaaij 
mine  of  our  free  inatltatiMu, 
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[Serats. 


SgmrffoUm  Iff  tikeJournoL 

lb.  OiATTOH  tben  moTed  to  take  up  tbe 
nsoliition  offBred  hr  Hr.  Bxmroi^  for  ezpong- 
ing  from  the  jonrnu  the  condemnatory  resoln- 
tion,  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Whit*  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
by  striking  ont  the  word  "  ezpnnge,"  and  in- 
serting *'  rescind,  Teverse,  and  to  make  nnll  and 
Toid." 

ySr.  W.  said  he  oonid  not  vote  to  obliterate 
and  deface  the  journal  of  the  Senate.  He  be- 
Keved  it  was  the  light  of  CTery  Senator  to  have 
tbe  TOtes  stand,  tbst  the  pet^le  might  know 
how  th^  had  Toted.  He  wished  tbe  resection 
10  framed  as  to  ^nss  his  faeUngB  on  the  sqI>- 
Ject 

Ur.  WsBsuB  said  he  should  rote  wdnat  the 
amendment.  He  wished  to  bring  the  Senate 
to  Tote  on  the  oririnal  resolntion. 

Hr.  BiHTON  said  be  bdiered  tbe  word  "  ez- 
ponge "  was  Btriotlj  parliamentair.  He  did 
not  wish  to  obliterate  the  Joomal,  bnt  to  make 
use  of  a  phraseologT  which  woold  strongly  ex- 

Cas  ihat  tbe  resolntion  ought  never  to  bare 
n  pot  into  that  Jonmal.  The  word  "re- 
scind was  not  strong  enoagh ;  it  admitted  the 
lawftilness  of  the  act  at  the  time  it  was  done. 
It  was  a  oonfonient  tenu  when  tiiey  merely 
wished  to  alter  any  thing  tbat  had  been  ibond 
Inexpedient  It  was  a  mere  hannless  word, 
ezpres^ng  no  muked  disapprobation  of  the 
propriety  of  the  resolntion  at  the  time  it  was 
adopted.  Every  Senator,  said  Mr.  might 
vote  to  '*  rescind  ^'  the  resolntion,  without  al- 
tering his  opinion  in  the  least  They  might 
say  tbat  President  Jackson  was  the  first  Exec- 
utive that  had  ever  been  condemned  in  this 
manner;  therefore  they  wonld  rescind  the 
resolution.  Such,  and  no  more,  was  the  force 
of  the  term  "  rescind.** 

Mr.  Whitb  said,  in  his  opinion,  the  term 
"expunge**  referred  to  obliteratingtba  Journal, 
whieb  Sb  oonld  nerer  oonsent  to  have  done. 
He  wished  the  proeeedings  to  stand  as  they  had 
tran^ired,  and  go  down  nnblemished  to  pos- 
terity. He  thought  the  proposed  amendment 
which  declared  uie  resolntion  nnU  and  void,  as 
much  as  said  it  never  onght  to  have  been  in- 
serted in  the  JoomaL 

Mr.  McEeav,  after  some  introduotoTT  re- 
mar  ka,  Bu^;estea  to  Mr.  Warrs  to  modify  bis 
amenament,  so  as  to  adopt  the  words  nsed  by 
one  branch  of  the  Fennaylvania  Legislatare  in 
their  reaolutdon  of  instmotion  upon  Uiis  subject, 
which  would  make  the  unendment  more  ac- 
ceptable to  him— the  affiM^ve  worda  were  to 
rsjpMl  ind  rflwrw. 

Mr.  Wsm  said,  In  adcwtii^  Uie  worda  as  a 
mo^cation,  tiie  oljeot  of  my  amendmwt  is  to 
enable  each  Senator  to  express  the  opinion  he 
really  entertains  of  the  resolution  fonnerly 
passed  by  this  body.  To  vote  for  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senator  &om  Missouri  in  its  present 
sha^  I  cannot  He  proposes  to  expunge  " 
from  our  journals  one  of  our  resolutions,  which 


was  adopted  when  onr  votes  were  taken  and 
recorded  by  yeas  and  sum. 

The  oonstitntion  requires  that  "  each  Hoose 
shall  keep  a  Journal  of  its  proceedings,  and  tiiat, 
at  the  derire  of  one-fifth  of  the  members,  the 
yeas  and  nays  shall  be  taken  upon  any  ques- 
tion.** This  constitution  each  member  has 
solemnly  sworn  to  support  When  we  speak 
of  the  journal  of  our  proceedings,  we  speak  of 
a  book  kept  here,  and  under  our  own  inspec- 
tion, in  which  is  futhfdlly  recorded,  under  its 
appropriate  date,  every  transaction  of  the  body. 
This  book  is  the  original,  and  all  others  are 
cmly  copies  of  it  Now,  what  is  proposed  by 
the  resolntion  t  It  is  to  expunge  one  of  the 
resolntions  which  we  all  admit  were  aetnallT 
adopted,  npon  yeas  and  nays,  on  the SSthw 
Marcb,  1884.  Now,  if  we  adopt  this  resolution, 
we  solemnly  order  that  onr  former  resolnticHi 
shall  be  enwd,  mbbed  oat,  ttlotted,  obliterated, 
or  so  oaneelled  that  it  eannot  be  read.  Sup- 
pose this  order  carried  into  effect,  and  any  man 
to  reul  onr  record,  or  Jonmal,  under  date  of  the 
28th  March,  and  he  would  have  no  knowledge 
tliat  such  areacdutimias  thatoom{ddnedffifhu 
ever  existed. 

A  disouBsiw  of  considerable  length  and  much , 
exdtement  ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  Bsmnr, 
MoEuH,  ^HG  of  Geondai  Buouhait,  MAscnnc, 
Oimnnr,  Outhbibt,  Asldiobiitbeil  Eine  oi 
Alabraia,  Clat,  and  WraaTSB,  participated. 

Ifr.  Moofix  said  he  did  not  rise  to  diacnas 
this  question  at  tiiis  moment  Tbe  very  feeble 
state  of  his  health  would  not  permit  it,  even  if 
he  were  disposed.  Yet  the  peculiar  sitnation 
he  occupiea  in  connection  with  the  subject- 
matter,  ne  hoped  would  be  accepted  as  hie 
apology  for  the  very  few  moments  he  proposed 
to  detain  the  Senate. 

He  said  it  was  true,  as  had  been  intimated 
by  the  honorable  Senator  from  South  Oarolina, 
(ISi,  OALmvDV,)  that  the  General  Assembly  of 
Alabanu  had  sent  him  two  sets  of  instructions : 
in  the  first  he  was  instructed  to  resign  his  seat 
here,  and  in  the  secrad  he  was  instnuted  to 
vote  in  ikviar  of  ezpnnging  tbe  resolution 
adopted  by  tbe  Sen^  censuring  the  coursi 
the  Executive  pursued  in  relation  to  the  pubUft 
treasure  of  the  country. 

As  these  resolutions  are  contradictory  in  their 
character,  and  at  variance  with  each  other,  he 
would  have  found  no  littie  difficulty  in  comply- 
ing with  both,  although  an  advocate  for  the 
right  of  instruction.  If  he  had  complied  with 
the  first  set  of  instructions,  viz, :  have  forthwith 
resigned  his  seat,  he  of  course  could  not  have 
con^iUed  with  the  second  set  of  instructional 
viz. :  he  ooold  not  have  voted  in  favor  of  the 
expunging  resolution,  as  instmoted  in  the 
aeocma.  He  therefore,  after  mature  delibera- 
tion, had  come  to  the  conclurion  that,  as  re- 
garded tiie  first,  re<juiring  his  resignation,  he 
could  not  admit  the  right  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly to  alter  or  change  the  constitutional  tenure 
of  his  office,  and  he  had  made  an  iqtpeal  to  tbe 
BOTwrign  people  of  the  State^  to  whcmi  iLa 
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members  of  the  General  AamnUr  and  himself 
■vera  dike  ramondble. 

lb,  Kara,  of  Alabama,  then  moved  to  amend 
that  part  ^  the  TewMotion  proposed  to  be 
■trioken  out,  by  first  striking  ont  the  vords 
**  ordered  to  be  expunged  (rom  the  jonmals." 

llx.  HooBB  danaiided  the  yeas  and  Ban  npon 
tiie  qnestton ;  whioh  were  ordered,  and  are  as 
fidlovs: 

Tkas.— Veisrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Kbb,  BUck,  Bn- 
duuum,  CUy,  CUyton,  Cathbert,  Ewln^,  Frelinrimy- 
ma,  Ooldaboroiigh,  Oiiandy,  Hendricfa,  Kane,  Kent, 
King  of  Akbuna,  King  of  Oeorgia.  Enigbt,  Ldri^ 
linn,  MftKesn,  Utngum,  Howe,  Mtmia,  Nendwn, 
Frantfas,  Pnston,  RobbinB,  Robinson,  KIsbee,  Smith, 
Soothsfd,  Sirift,  Tipton,  Tomlinaon,  Tyler,  Wug^ 
nan,  Webrter,  White— «». 

Nats.— Messrs.  Brown,  ffiU,  Porter,  Boggles, 
8hepk7,  TallnuHlge,  Wri^ifr— 7. 

So  tiie  motion  to  strike  oat  prevafled. 

Mr.  WiBSTEB  sfdd,  the  rote,  the  great  rote, 
whioh  the  Senate  has  now  ^ven,  luis  aooom- 
pHshed  all  that  I  have  ever  derfred  respectdng 
this  ezpongiog  resolution. 

The  reaolntum  of  the  Senate  of  tiie  28th  of 
March,  wUch  It  has  been  proposed  to  expnnge 
from  the  joomalB,  asserted  the  propontion  that 
the  conduct  ci  the  President  in  relation  to 
the  pnblio  revenne  had  been  nnoonstitational. 
"Sow,  ttiis  proposition  might  be  tme,  or  not ;  it 
was  a  matter  on  whioh  gentlemen  voted  on  both 
sides.  It  implies,  doahtless,  a  power  In  the 
Senate  to  exivess  an  opinion  on  ute  oondnct  of 
the  Freri^t,  and  thera  may  alwi^  be  some 
who  deny  or  donbt  that  power.  It  wonld  have 
been  perfectly  !n  order,  at  any  snbseqnrait  time 
last  session,  or  at  any  time  this,  to  have  brought 
forwurd  resolutions  deolariog  that  the  Senate 
has  no  snch  power.  We  most  have  met  the 
resolntions,  debated  them,  and  voted  on  them. 
If  they  had  passed,  they  would  of  coarse  have 
stood  in  contradiction  to  the  preceding  resolu- 
tions; and  all  that  conld  have  been  said  is  tliat 
the  Senate  haA  passed  inconsistent  resolutions. 
Propositions,  it  is  possible,  may  he  made  here- 
after, in  ocHc^radicnon  to  the  prindples  of  the 
resdnUon  of  March.  These  things  mnst  be 
ozpeeted,  and  must  be  met  when  they  arrive. 
Bnt  tluit  whidi  made  this  resolntion,  which 
we  have  now  amended,  particnlarly  o^sive, 
was  this :  it  proposed  to  expnnge  onr  Jonmal. 
It  called  on  us  to  violate,  to  obliterate,  to  erase, 
onr  own  records.  It  was  calculated  to  fix  a 
particular  stigma,  a  peculiar  mark  of  reproach 
or  disgrace,  on  the  resolution  of  March  last. 
It  was  designed  to  distinguish  it,  and  reprobate 
it,  in  some  special  manner.  Kow,  sir,  all  this, 
most  happily,  is  completely  defeated  by  the 
almost  ananimouB  vote  of  the  Senate  which  has 
Just  now  been  taken.  Hie  Senate  has  declared, 
in  most  emphatic  manner,  that  Its  Jonmal 
shall  not  be  tunpered  with,  I  rt^joioe  most 
heartily,  sir,  in  this  demsive  result  It  is  now 
settled,  by  aathmi^  not  likely 'to  be  shaken, 
that  onr  records  are  sacred.  Men  may  change, 
opinions  may  change,  power  may  oiumge,  bat, 


thanks  to  tiie  firmness  «r  the  Senate,  the  records 
of  this  body  do  not  change.  Ko  Instraoticnis 
from  withoatj  no  dictates  from  prindpslities  w 
powers,  nothing— nothing^-oan  be  allowed  to 
induce  the  Senate  to  fthdfy  its  own  records,  to 
dim^raoe  its  own  prooee^ngs,  or  violate  tho 
rights  <tf  its  memlwrs.  For  one,  sir,  I  feel  that 
we  have  foUj  and  completely  aooomplished  ail 
that  coald  be  dedred  in  relation  to  this  matter. 
The  attempt  to  induce  the  S«iato  to  expnnge 
its  Jonmal  has  failed,  signally  and  efiiB^iiallr 
ftiled.  The  record  remwu^  ndthar  bfame^ 
blotted,  HOT  di^raoed. 

Kow,  sir,  as  to  the  prindplesfnTolTadlnthat 
reatdntton,  I  am  willing  to  disooss  than  at  017' 
soitaUe  time  hereafter.  At  pnsentthare  is  do 
leisare  for  snoh  disoosdoo;  and  &e  Senate 
having  now,  by  so  lai^  and  dedsive  a  vote, 
expunged  whatever  was  offennve  in  the  ex- 
ponmng  resolution,  and  thereltwing  no  time  for 
thrtner  discnssion,  I  shall  contdude  oy  a  motion 
which  I  forewarn  friends  and  foes  that  X  ahaQ 
not  withdraw,  which  ia,  fliat  the  n&Avilaa  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

Up<m  this  motion,  wifhont  forthw  debate^ 
the  yeas  and  nays  wera  taken,  as  foUovs : 

Tbas.— HesRB.  Ben,  Bfljb,  BIsefc,  CUhoon,  Oay, 
Clayton,  Ewing,  Ftalinnraysen,  Qoldsborough,  Eeaat, 
Kn^t,  Mangum,  NancudD,  Pohidexter,  Porter,  Pren- 
tiss, Preston,  Bobbins,  Slsbee,  Smith,  Southard, 
Swift,  Tipton,  TomUnson,  Tyler,  Waggaman,  Wcb- 
stei^27. 

yi.TS. — ^Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Budbuun,  Cutb- 
bert,  Omndy,  HilL  Kane,  King  (rf  Alibsma,  ^luc  of 
GeotgiB,  Logb,  linn,  HoKean,  Moore,  McHiis,  Rob- 
inson, B(%^  BbepiBy,  TaUmadge,  WhU^  Wi|^ 

—20. 

So  ibe  rescdntion  was  Ud  on  the  table, 

[The  faistant  this  rote  was  taken  and  the  resolotioa 
lud  upon  die  table,  Mr.  Bxnox  rose  to  reinstate 
the  word  tignmgt,  wUch  he  had  yidded  to  ftknds; 
and  gave  notfoe  thst  hs  should  rsMrw  tiie  resniirtlatt 
with  that  wmd  hi  it^  and  never  yield  it  agafai  to 
friend  or  foe.] 

Mr.  Bbitton  submitted  the  following  reeoln- 
tion,  which  he  desired  to  stand  for  the  second 

week  of  the  next  session : 

Jtetolved,  That  the  resoltitioo  adopted  by  die  Sen- 
ate on  the  28th  day  of  Mardi,  in  the  year  1884,  fat 
the  following  words,  "  Retoleed,  That  the  President, 
in  ttie  late  executive  [noceedings  in  reUtioD  to  the 
public  revenue,  hss  assomed  upon  himself  andiority 
and  power  not  oonfored  by  the  constitntioa  and 
laws,  bnt  in  derog&tioa  of  both,"  be,  and  the  same 
hereby  is,  ordered  to  be  expunged ;  because  the  said 
resolution  is  111^^  and  nqjust,  evil  example,  in- 
definite, and  vague,  expresung  a  criminal  charge 
without  BpedficatioQ,  and  was  inegulariy  and  uncon- 
stitutionally adopted  by  the  Senate,  in  subTenion  of 
the  ri^ts  of  defence  wbidi  belong  to  an  accused  and 
impeMbable  officer ;  and  at  a  time  and  under  cir- 
cumstances  to  endaiwer  the  political  rightly  and  to 
injure  the  peooniaty  mterests  (tf  the  people  ct  the 
United  Ststes. 
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Pmidmt  Pro  Tm^wre. 

At  riz  o*oloek  the  Yvm-VsMsnimaT  left  the 
chair,  and  the  Benate  proceeded,  ballot,  to 
deot  a  Preddeat  tempore  far  the  remainder 
^^e  MSBion. 

Mr.  Ttucb,  having  received  a  m^ritv  of 
the  whole  namber  of  votes,  was  deolued  duly 
elected;  and  having  been  omdnoted  to  Ihe 
ehtir  bj  Mr.  Eme,  of  Alabama,  be  addreaaed 
the  Senate  as  follows ; 

Sbusoib:  Li  cdlfaig  i^m  mm  onexpeetedlr  to 
]indde  over  Tonr  ddibendiHiB,  70a  han  cooSemA 
open  me  a  tatimonial  of  jour  nepect  and  confi- 
dence, upon  vluch  I  place  ttie  highest  value.  I  ac- 
cept It  with  gratitude^  and  shall  fondlj  cherish  its 
recolteotioD.  Tou  are  the  representativea  of  8ot- 
erdgn  States,  deputed  by  them  to  uphold  and  maiu- 
faun  their  T\gbts  and  interests;  Unlike  the  Roman 
Senate,  so  much  Taunted  of  in  ancient  storj,  yon  owe 
yonr  elevation  to  the  high  aeata  whicdi  7011  occupy,, 
to  no  adventitious  drcumBtaaoe  of  birth  or  fortune, 
but  to  the  ennobling  baits  of  intdleet  and  virtue. 
And  what  dtixeiis  of  any  one  of  these  Btatea  can  £tU 
to  be  proud  of  you  f  Who  can  rrfeot  without  high 
satbfaction  an,  the  daUy  diiiday  of  inteUeoteal  Tlgor 
cooatant^  manifested  in  the  delates  whidi  here  00- 
eort  Farty ccaitestB may  divide  and  sever;  tiioee 
contests  constitute  the  organic  principle  of  free 
States.  Tou  may,  severally,  in  your  turn,  have  be- 
come the  objects  of  attack  and  denundaUon  before 
the  public;  but  there  is  not,  and  cannot  be,  an 
Anunican  who  does  not  turn  Ida  eyes  to  the  Senate 
of  Oe  Utdted  St^ea,  as  to  tfw,  great  oonsBrratire 
body  of  our  federal  system,  and  to  this  dumber  as 
the  aric  In  wUdi  tiie  covenant  is  deponited.  To  have 
recdved,  thereftne,  at  your  bands,  this  station,  tar- 
niihes  to  me  abnndant  cause  far  fldf-gratulation. 
This  feeling  is  not  diminidied  by  the  fiwt  that  bat 
ftv  hotns  now  remdn  to  tills  sossKm,  and  that  I  shall 
be  probably  called  npon  to  render  but  little  active 
■eriioe  fai  this  i^aoe.  Upon  Hds  circmnstance,  I  con- 
gratulate both  you  and  myself ;  for,  although  I  have, 
for  the  greater  portion  of  twenty  years,  been  con- 
nected inth  l^^atlre  bodies,  this  U  the  fint  time  I 
have  ever  been  called  upon  to  preade  over  the  de- 
liberations of  any ;  and  I  have  only  sought  so  far  to 
make  myself  acquainted  with  the  rales  of  parlia- 
mentary proceeding,  as  to  avoid  any  flagrant  viola- 
tion of  than  In  my  personal  conduct  For  tberfiort 
period  wlildi  will  now  elapse  prior  to  your  a^oum- 
ment,  I  claim,  and  shall  doubtiesa  receive,  at  your 
hands,  for  the  d^ects  wUdi  I  may  exldl»t,  and  the 
errocs  into  iriiich  I  may  fidl,  a  liberal  Indulgence, 
e 

On  moticai  ot  Mr.  Kssa,  of  Aabama,  the 
B6oratar7  of  tibe  Senate  was  directed  to  inform 
the  Fresiduit  ot  fbe  United  States,  and  the 
Honae  of  Bepresentativea,  that  the  Benate  had 
elected  the  honorable  Jobv  Trum  Fresident 
pro  tmpor*  of  the  Senate. 

jfbrt^eatian  Bill— Extra  AppropriaUm. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  mee- 
aage  from  the  Honseof  Representatives,  propos- 
ing to  amend  one  of  the  Senate's  amendments 
to  the  annual  fortificatiwi  if^>roptiati<a  bill,  b^ 
ftddimfthemto  the  following: 


"SeaS.  ^iNif  foil  AirfA«r««aetaJ;'niattheNm 
of  three  millions  of  dulate  be^  sad  the  same  is  here- 
by a{q»oiHiated,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury 
not  otberirise  iq)propriated,  to  be  expended,  in  whole 
or  in  part,  under  the  directim  of  the  Frendent  of 
the  United  States,  for  the  ndlttary  and  naval  sendee^ 
including  fortiflomons  and  ordnance,  and  Increase  of 
the  navy :  Provided,  such  expenditures  shall  be  ren- 
dered neoeasary  for  die  defence  of  the  oountry  prior 
to  the  next  meetfaig  of  OM^ress." 

Mr.  WxBSTiB  e^reaaed  his  hope  that  the 
Senate  would  disa^eo  at  (moe  to  this  amend- 
ment, 

Mr.  OiXHotiN  Bud  that  the  amount  of  the 
appropriation  aaked  for  was  extremely  laive, 
and,  what  was  most  extraor^nary,  it  was  to  be 
made  on  the  snppontion  that  this  oountry  waa 
to  be  hivolved  in  a  war  with  Franoe,  and  either 
without  previous  declaration,  or  with  a  deolar- 
ation  to  be  issaed  by  the  £xeoative,  without 
f  rst  calling  Oongress  together. 

Mr.  LsiQH  could  not  forbear  expressing  the 
astonishment  he  felt  at  the  oourse  which  the 
House  of  Representatives  had  thought  proper 
to  pursue  in  regard  to  this  sfipropriation.  for 
lus  own  part,  he  was  free  to  oonfesa  that  I10 
would  as  soon  vote  to  give  the  Ohief  Magistrate 
of  this  Republic  nnlimited  power  at  onoe,  as 
vote  to  place  at  his  entire  disposal  and  discre- 
tion such  an  enormous  sum  of  money  aa  was 
contemplated  by  thig  amendment.  He  had  not 
met  with  a  single  human  being  who  wished  to 
convert  our  free  form  of  Govermneut  into  ah 
absolute  monarchy,  nor  ^d  he  t>elieve  that  any 
man  in  this  country  desired  such  a  change. 
Tet  here  was  a  proporatiw  which  went  to 
establish  a  military  monarchy ;  it  was,  in  fact,  in 
the  ver^  form  of  a  proposition  of  that  sort. 
They  might  almost  as  well  say  that  the  Frui- 
dent  should  be  made  Consul  for  life,  or  Emperor 
of  the  American  peopK  It  was,  indeed,  a 
most  remarkable  proposition,  and  one  which  he 
never  expected  to  hear. 

Mr.  wbioht  did  not  fed  that  great  alarm 
which  the  Senator  from  Virdnia  i^peared  to 
feeL  They  all  knew  veiy  well  why  the  provi- 
sion, 80  much  compltuned  of  by  some  Senators, 
was  inserted  in  the  bilL  It  was  because  they 
were  about  to  adjourn  when  there  was  a  pecu- 
liar crisis  in  our  mreign  relations,  and  it  was  too 
late  to  have  gone  into  the  detail  of  I^pslation. 
For  himself  he  oould  say— whatever  others 
might  think — that  he  did  not  hdieve  that  a 
doUar  of  the  money  which  was  now  proposed 
to  be  appropriated  would  be  expende^  though 
no  one  knew  what  nd^^t  happen.  Thef  had 
been  told  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
that  this  conntry  was  not  to  be  brought  into 
a  war  untiJ  Congress  should  have  been  first 
convened.  How,  nothing  as  to  that  was  implied 
in  Uiis  propoution ;  it  was  merely  putting  in 
the  power  of  the  President,  in  any  contingency 
that  might  hitq;>en,  the  means  to  secure  the 
safety  of  the  ooimby  until  the  assembling  olt 

Hloh  said  he  should  vote  for  this  ^>pro- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


miatioii,  althon^  It  yns  an  extraordinary  one, 
twoaoBe  b«  tbonght  it  necaeseiy  under  the  pres- 
ent aspect  of  affairs.  He  ooold  not  believe  that 
tills  Ohief  Ua^strate,  or  any  other  who  might 
preside  over  the  defies  of  this  pec^le,  wmAA 
make  a  wrong  or  improper  education  of  thdr 
funds. 

Mr.  Lima  did  not  rote  aeainBt  the  appropri- 
atiou  from  any  fear  as  to  t£e  use  which  might 
be  made  of  the  monejr ;  but  he  voted  against  it 
on  the  groond  that  it  was  at  war  with  the  doo- 
trine  of  oonstitational  libertj'. 

Ur.  SocTBABD  eaii  he  mnst  oertauily  otmcm 
with  the  gentleman  flrom  Virata  in  astonish- 
ment attmi  extraordinary  provision,  and  at  the 
mimner  in  which  the  appropriation  was  de- 
fended by  the  Senator  from  New  York.  What, 
he  (Ur.  g.)  wonld  ask,  was  the  oharsieter  oi  this 
appropriation  f  It  amounted  totiu  enormous 
Bom  of  Uiree  millions  of  dollars,  and  was  to  be 
pot  into  the  hands  of  the  President  to  be  ex- 
pended by  him  at  his  own  good  will  and  pleas- 
ure. It  was  without  limitation  or  restriction 
— without  speoificadon  of  objects — or  any 
designation  of  purpose  whatever.  To  be  sore, 
liiere  was  added  to  the  provision  an  idea  of 
tiiia  aort,  that  the  money  snonld  not  be  expended 
nnleas  the  public  neoessi^  should  call  for  it 
Tho  waa  to  Jodge  <tf  the  pubUo  neoeaalfy  fca 
the  expenditure  of  thia  money  I  The  Exeontive 
ahnw.  Had  we  arrived  at  tiliat  period  in  onr 
history  when  the  EzecatiTB  waa  to  detormine 
when  or  how  the  pnblie  money  waa  to  be  ex- 
pended in  cases  of  danger  or  otherwise  t  Had 
we  pn^reesed  to  that  period  when  the  Omgress 
of  the  United  States,  the  guardians  of  the  peo- 
ple's treasure,  were  not  to  determine  as  to  that 
matter,  but  the  power  was  to  rest  in  the  hands 
of  the  Chief  Magistrate  only  f  There  was, 
however,  in  r^ord  to  this  subject,  a  higher 
question  to  Iw  deoided.  The  profBssed  object 
vt  die  appropriation  waa  to  defend  the  country 
in  case  of  war.  And  what  waa  the  power  put 
into  the  hands  of  the  Exeontive  by  tliat  very 
appropriation  9  Why,  it  was  titie  power  oC 
making  war.  Congress  told  him  to  increase  the 
navy,  the  army,  and  the  fortifications,  if  he 
plet^.  Ho  (Mr.  8.)  wonld  say,  give  him  that 
power,  and  there  would  remun  no  obstacle  to 
prevent  him  &om  plunging  this  country  into  a 
war.  He  was  to  be  guided  alone  by  what  he 
deemed  right  or  wrong  I  He  (Mr.  8.)  had 
never  heard  of  snob  a  proposition  as  this  before. 
He  confessed  that  he  oould  hardly  speak  of  it 
with  r^ect.  ■ 

Mr.  Wbioht  observed  that  it  was  not  his  in- 
tention to  8^  anything  which  would  lead  to 
a  protracted  debate,  nor  was  it  his  purpose  to 
excite  the  feelings  of  any  gentleman.  There 
were  two  modes  of  debanng  a  proposition. 
The  first  was,  by  poedo  license ;  and  the  other 
was,  by  debating  a  proposition  as  it  Is.  The 
honorable  Senator  mm  New  Jersey  had  told 
the  Senate,  in  his  usual  impassioned  manner, 
that  this  was  an  appropriaticHiof  tlireemUUona, 
without  apetdfioaUrai  or  olf}eot.        had  no 


answer  to  make  to  the  assertion,  bat  what  waa 
derived  from  hearing  the  amendment  read  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate.  The  Senator^Jn 
his  precipitancy,  remarked  that  he  0ix.  W.) 
had  said  ttiat  the  money  was  not  to  be  expend- 
ed. The  gratleman  was  mistaken ;  for  he  (Mr. 
W.)  said  no  such  thing,  hut  observed  that  he 
believed  it  would  not  m  called  for  j  thou^  no 
man  could  tell  what  might  be  the  issue  of  our 
relations  with  France.  And  they  all  knew 
what  this  appropriation  waa  to  he  made  for. 

Mr.  Out  said  that  Hm  propodtioa  waa  to 
appropriate  three  *"'^to»Mi  of  doHara  for  ttie 
gtmeral  porpose  of  Inoieaaing  tiie  navd  and 
military  service  ot  this  oonntry,  without  any 
specification  whatevw  of  obects.  In  principle 
therefore,  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ifew 
York  must  admit  it  waa  the  sam&  whether  tiie 
amount  to  be  appropriated  was  three  millionB^ 
fifty,  or  a  bundled  millions.  Now,  according 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  Con- 
gress possessed  the  power  to  raise  armies  and 
create  a  navy ;  and  under  the  practice  of  the 
Qovexnment  from  the  commencement  of  it 
down  to  this  time,  in  no  instance  had  an  army 
been  raised  without  ft  spedficatioa  of  the 
amount  ctf  it,  the  rank  and  flle  of  which  It 
Bhonld  omdat,  the  officers  vho  should  oom- 
mand,  Ac  And  he  befieved  tiiat,  dnee  th* 
ori^  of  thia  Goremment,  there  had  been  no 
increase  or  augmentation  of  the  navy,  without 
a  specification  of  the  number  and  size  of  tiie 
ships  that  ahouid  l>e  in  commission,  with  every 
other  parUcular.  *  Now,  for  what  objects  waa 
tills  appropriation  intended  f  It  was  to  be  ecp- 
plied  to  the  increase  of  the  naval  and  military 
service,  including  fortifications,  hi  other 
words,  to  authorize  the  President  to  Increase 
the  army,  to  increase  the  navy,  to  make  new 
fortifications  not  authorized  by  carefhi  surveys, 
and  sanctiraied  by  the  estimates  agreed  to  l^^ 
Congress  afterwards. 

Mr.  BuoHUTAH  said  he  was  astonished  at  flie 
remarks  which  had  been  made  by  gentiemen  <hi 
the  subject  of  tliis  appropriation.  The  most 
fearful  apprehensions  had  been  expr^sed;  the 
destruction  of  our  liberties  had  been  predicted, 
if  we  should  ^nt  to  the  President  $8,000,000 
of  dollars  to  defend  the  country,  in  case  it 
should  become  necessary  to  expend  it  for  that 

furpose  Iwfore  the  next  meeting  of  Congress, 
'or  his  part,  he  oould  realize  no  sndi  dangers. 
Gentiemen  have  said^  and  have  sud  truly, 
that  the  Oonatitution  of  the  United  States  has 
conferred  upon  Congress,  and  Congress  alone, 
the  power  of  declaring  war.  When  they  go 
further,  and  state  that  thia  ^ipnqtriatioa  wfil 
enable  the  Executive  to  make  woir  upon  Fronoe^ 
without  the  consent  of  Oongren,  tiiey  ar^  fa 
my  humble  judgment,  entirely  mtstato. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  what  is  the  true  nature,  and 
what  are  the  legitimate  objects,  of  this  appro- 
priation t  .  Do  we  not  know  that,  although  the 
President  cannot  make  offennve  war  against 
EVanoe,  XVanoe  nu^  make  war  npon  ns ;  and, 
that  we  may  fluu  be  InvtAred  m  hoataiUea 
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in  spite  of  onrselvea,  before  the  next  meeting  of 
Congress  ?  If  the  Ohamber  of  Deputies  shoold 
determine  to  violate  the  treaty,  and  to  fix  an 
endoring  stigma  npon  the  public  faith- of  the 
French  nation,  is  it  certain  that  France  maj 
not  proceed  a  step  farther,  and  strike  tiie  first 
blow  ?  Hr.  livingston  himself  in  the  corre- 
spondence which  had  been  conmmnicated  to  ns 
hy  the  Pr^dent^  has  expressed  serioos  appve- 
hensiMU  tiiat  thu  maj  m  the  remit.  Fruee 
jxaj  consider  wsr,  oraitiiallr,  to  be  faieTitshle ; 
ahe  m&jt  end  Itnut  does^  believe  that  we  have 
determined  not  to  snlnnlt  pvtientij  to  her  vi^a- 
tion  of  a  solemn  trnfy,  and  thm  abandon  tbe 
jDst  clums  of  onr  injnred  citizens ;  and,  taking 
advantage  of  oar  nnprepared  condition,  she 
may  commence  hostilities  herself.  The  first 
blow  is  often  half  the  battie  between  nitons  as 
well  as  individnals.  Have  we  any  security  that 
sach  will  not  be  her  conduct  I  Have  we  any 
reason  to  believe  she  will  wait  outil  we  are 
ready  t  Her  past  history  forbids  as  to  indulge 
too  securely  in  any  such  belief.  If  she  shoiud 
adopt  this  coarse,  in  what  a  fearfU  oonditioa 
shall  we  place  the  country  if  we  a^loani  witb- 
ont  making  this  appropriatitm  ?  The  Senate 
will  obBwe  that  not  a  dollar  of  this  money  can 
be  drawn  from  the  treasury,  unless  it  shaU  be- 
come necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  country, 
prior  to  the  next  meeting  of  Gongress. 

Another  circnmstance  which  renders  this  ap- 
propriaticn  indi^ensable  is,  that  Oongress  can- 
not poseibly  be  convened  by  the  Fresideat  mach 
before  tiieir  osoal  time  of  meeting.  There  are, 
I  believe,  nine  States  in  tiiis  Umon  who  have 
not  yet  elected  their  Bepresentatives  to  the  next 
Oongress.  Some  of  these  elections  will  take 
place  in  April,  and  others  not  till  Angost  and 
even  October.  We  have  now  arrived  almost 
at  the  last  hoar  of  oaip(^ticid«xistenoe;  and 
diall  we  leave  the  ooontry*  iriiollj  defenoeless 
until  the  meeting  of  the  next  Oongress  t  Gen- 
tlemen have  warned  os  of  the  fe&rfol  responsi- 
bility which  wtf  ^ould  incur  in  making  this 
Mipromi^ioo.  Sir^  said  Mr.  B.^  I  warn  them 
that  the  responrabihty  will  be  still  more  dread- 
fal,  should  we  revise  it.  Jn  that  event  what 
wUl  be  our  condition  should  we  be  attacked  by 
France  ?  Our  aeacoast  from  Georgia  to  Maine 
will  be  exposed  to  the  incursions  of  the  enemy ; 
our  cities  may  be  plondered  and  bamt;  me 
national  character  may  be  disgraced;  and  all 
this  whilst  we  have  an  overflowing  treasury. 
When  I  view  the  wmseqnenoes  wUoh  may  possi- 
tAj  flow  from  oar  refosal  to  make  this  grant, 
I  repeat  tiiat  the  responsibility  of  withholding 
it  may  become  truly  dreadfoL  No  portion  of 
it  shell  rest  npcm  my  ahonlden. 

Mr.  pBXBTOH  expressed  bis  surprise  at  the 
extraordinary  amendment  which  had  haea 
made  to  the  bill  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, at  that  late  hour  of  the  seasion,  when  the 
waning  sands  of  their  political  existence,  as  a 
body,  were  nearly  run  out.  They  were  called 
npon  to  confer  a  most  tremendons  poww^  by 
j^dng  at  the  disposal  of  tbft  Ofalflf  Kagistrate 
TouXn.— il 


of  the  Union  the  sum  of  $8,000,000 1  He  was 
already  appointed  commander  of  the  army  and 
navy  of  the  United  States,  and  now  the  Senate 
was  asked  to  confer  upon  him  the  power  to  rtdse 
armies  and  create  navies,  and  that,  too,  on  tiie 
very  last  night  of  the  sesdon,  almost  without 
time  for  a  moment's  deliberation.  They  were 
in  fact  and  in  truth  to  give  him  power  over  the 

£0180  and  the  sword,  and  consequently  over  the 
berties  of  Ilia  oonntoy.  He  meant  to  express 
no  distmst  in  the  Ohief  Magistrate ;  bnt,  ha 
wonld  ask,  was  it  pn^w  that  any  0(Hi|^eBB 
shoald  muxHiBtitntionalize  itself  by  snrrendoring- 
the  powers  committed  to  their  hands  ? 

Me.  'Wbbstbb  thonght  it  impossible  that  the 
Senate  ooald  hesitate  about  the  rtgecUon  of  this 
most  extraordinary  and  objectionable  proposi- 
tion, and  he  hopoi  the  dedsion  would  be  made 
without  farther  delay.  It  was  now  nine  o'clock 
at  night,  and  further  discossion  ooald  have  no. 
effect  but  to  defeat  otiier  important  business. 
He  therefore  entreated  the  Senate  to  denst  from 
debate,  and  proceed  to  vote. 

Mr.  Odthbbbi  wonld  ask,  what  had  been 
done  by  tiie  House  oi  Bepresentatives  ?  What 
did  it  seek  its  amenamentt  Why,  merely 
to  provide  tiie  proper  means  tiiat  the  oonntiT 
should  be  pat  in  a  state  of  defence,  in  the  possi- 
bility that  we  mi^t  be  attacked  by  that  power . 
with  whom  we  had  had  some  differences. 
What  gentiemau  was  there  on  that  floor  who 
would  not  reproach  himself,  (supposing  the  ap- 
propriation not  to  be  made,)  if  such  an  event 
were  to  happen  as  he  (Mr.  0.)  had  imaf^ned  > 
Who  would  not  regret  tiiat  the  navy  had  not 
been  increased,  when  they  saw  onr  coasts  block- 
aded, onr  waters  covered  by  the  enemy's  ships, 
and  onr  beantiftileitlea  battered  down!  What 
then,  was  there  so  extraordinsry  in  the  terms  or 
the  amendment  f  For  his  own  part  he  Aon^t 
ithighly  proper  that  the  appropnatioDshoalabe 
made,  that  the  Prendent  uiould  have  the  meaoa 
necessary  to  put  tiie  country  in  that  state  which 
drcnmstancea  required. 

The  question  was  taken  on  disagreeing  to  the 
amendment  of  the  House,  and  was  decided  in 
the  afBrmative,  as  follows : 

Tkas.— Hessn.  Bell,  Kbb,  CslhomL  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Ewiog,  FrelingfaoTHen,  Goldsborongn,  Hendricks, 
Kent,  Knight,  Leigfa,  Uingom,  Uoore,  Naodain, 
Poindexter,  Porter,  FrentlflB,  Treston,  Bobbhu,  ^ 
bee,  Smith,  Sonthsrd,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Tyler,  Wi^ 
gaman,  Webster,  White— 29. 

Nays. — ^HesarB.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Bncbanan, 
Cuthbert,  Gnmd;,  Hill,  Kane,  King  of  AUhMna^ 
King  of  Georgia,  Lion,  HcKean,  Horns,  BobIns<Hi, 
Buggies,  Sbepley,  TaUmadge,  Tipton,  Wright— 19. 

So  the  amendment  was  njected. 

Mr.  OuvTON  moved  that  tiie  Senate  insist 
on  their  amendment ;  which  motion  was  agreed 
to,  and  the  bill  was  then  retained  to  the  other 
House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Olatton,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  Exeontive  bod- 
nwa,  and  spent  soma  time  with  dosed  doors. 

[When  ike  doors  were  opened,  and  the 
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reporters  entered  the  gallerj,  Hiey  fonnd  that  a 
message  had  been  received  from  the  House  hj 
the  Senate,  while  in  secret  Besaion,  announoing 
that  the  House  iosisted  on  its  amendment,  pro- 
poai^  to  place  three  millions  at  the  disposal  of 
the  ^«Bident  Before  it  was  known  tihat  the 
doors  had- been  opened,  it  appeared  that  this 
mesuffe  of  thA  Honae  had  beoi  taken  np,  that 
Ur.  WEBBXEB  had  moved  tibat  l3ie  Senate  ad- 
here to  its  diBagreement  to  Um  apprapriaUon, 
and  had  fidlowed  hia  motion  vith  a  speech  of 
tincommon  animation  and  earnestness  in  its 
support  This  speech  he  was  Inst  conolnding 
when  the  reportOTs  re-enterod  tne  gallery.] 

l£r.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  said  he  very  much 
regretted  that  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
should  have  made  sndi  amotion;  it  bad  seldom 
or  never  been  resorted  to  until  other  and  more 
gentie  means  had  fuled  to  produce  a  unitj  of 
action  between  the  two  Hoases.  At  this  stage 
of  the  preceding  it  would  be  conmdered  (and 
justiy)  harsh  is  its  character ;  and,  he  ha^  no 
doubt^  if  sanctioned  hj  the  Senate,  would 
greatij  exasperate  the  oUier  Honse,  and  probap 
mj  oidanger  the  passage  of  tiie  bill  altt^ethor. 
Are  gentiemeOf  said  Hr.  K.,  prepared  for  tliist 
WiU  they,  at  tiiis  particular  juncture,  in  tiie 
present  ooudition  of  tiungsj  take  upon  them- 
selves such  a  fioarfUl  responsibility  as  the  rejec- 
tion of  this  bill  might  involve  t  Fw  himscf^  If 
your  forts  are  to  be  left  unarmed,  your  ^ips 
unrepured  and  out  of  commission,  and  your 
whole  seacoast  exposed  without  defences  of  any 
kind,  the  responsibility  should  not  rest  upon 
Lis  shoulders.  It  is  as  well,  sud  "Mr.  K,  to 
speak  plidnly  on  this  subject  Our  position 
with  regard  to  France  was  known  to  all  who 
heard  him  to  be  of  such  a  oharaoter  as  would 
not,  in  hia  opinion,  justify  prudent  men,  men 
who  look  to  the  praaurvataon  of  the  rishts  and 
the  honor  ct  the  nation,  in  withhdmng  the 
means,  the  most  ample  means,  to  maintain  those 
ri^ts  md  preserve  unimpairod  that  honor. 

During  the  whole  period  of  the  administra^ 
tions  of  General  Washington  and  the  elder 
Adams,  all  impropriations  were  general,  apply- 
ing a  gross  sam  for  the  expenditure  of  the  AiS- 
ferent  departments  of  the  Government,  under 
the  direction  of  the  President ;  and  it  was  not 
till  Mr.  Jefferson  came  into  o£Bce,  that,  at  his 
recommendation,  specific  ^propriations  were 
adopted.  Was  the  constitution  violated,  broken 
down,  and  destn^red,  under  the  adminufaation 
of  tiie  Father  of  his  Oonntry?  Or  did  the  for- 
tress to  which  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts, 
on  this  oooanon,  cUngs  so  fond^,  tumble  into 
ruin,  when  millions  were  placed  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Jefferson  hims^  to  be  disposed  of  for  a 
designated  object,  but  in  everything  else,  sub- 
ject to  his  nnlimited  discretion?  No,  said 
Mr.C,ourIibertiesremained unimpaired;  and, 
he  tmated  in  God,  would  so  remain  for  centuries 
yet  to  come.  He  put  it  to  Senators  to  say 
whether,  in  a  possible  contingency,  which  all 
would  understand,  our  forts  should  not  be 
anaedf  or  ah^  pat  in  ennniifldonl  None 


will  venture  to  gainsay  it  Yet  the  exteant  to 
which  such  u*mament  should  be  carried  most, 
from  the  very  neoesdty  of  the  case,  be  left  to 
the  sound  discretion  of  the  President  Fnm 
the  position  he  occupies,  no  one  can  be  so  com- 
petent to  form  a  correct  judgment,  and  he  could 
not,  if  he  would,  apply  the  money  to  other 
oUects  than  tiie  defenoea  of  the  oonntiy. 

Mr.  PouronxTiB  sud  he  ahould  vote  to  ad' 
hm.  He  waa  not  for  ten^riai^with  enoh  a 
propo^ffiD  as  that  under  oonsideratioiL  For 
five  yeara  be  had  stood  on  tlie  floor  cS  that 
Senate  to  defend,  to  the  bestof  Iub  poor  ability 
and  jndgment,  that  ^cnrioiu  oonatitntion  whii^ 
had  been  handed  down  to  them  by  the  wise  and 
ttilightened  patriots  who  framed  it  And  he 
thanked  Gk>a  that  the  last  vote  he  should  per- 
haps ever  ^ve  here,  would  be  recorded  in  de- 
fence of  the  charter  of  our  liberties — the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States.  Ever  since  he  had 
had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  that  Senate,  he  had 
seen  power  progressively  increasing,  marching 
on,  step  by  atep^  wrozimatipg  to  supreme 
anthori^inoaaoancC  Who  had  ever  heard  of 
aaoh  a  nuHutroaa  pnqfKMitiim  I  It  waa  without 
precedent,  was  never  before  heud  of:  and  he 
(Mr.  P.)  would  venture  to  say  that,  within  six 
months,  the  Ohief  Ma^^stoite  oould  plu^e  this 
country  into  a  state  of  hostility  with  Franoe. 
That  Iwwonld  do80,he  Qtr.  P.)  did  not  know, 
for  he  could  not  say  what  his  action  would  be ; 
but  most  unquestionably  he  would  have  the 
power  to  bring  upon  the  ooantiy  such  a  calam- 
ity, if  thfa  approiniation  wwe  to  posa  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Lbigh  B^d  he  was  really  at  a  loss  to 
perceive  how  this  indefinite  i^tpn^riation  <d 
miHiona  was  to  be  jnstified  by  any  thing  that 
had  been  done  durii^  the  admiid^wtion  ftf  Ifr. 
Jefferson.  Would  the  Senator  from  Alabama 
(Mr.  King)  be  good  enough  to  hint  to  him  the 
occasion  on  which  millions  had  been  placed  by 
Congress  at  the  uncontrolled  dispoaal  of  Presi- 
dent Jefi^rson  ? 

[Mr.  Ema  ezpluned  that  a  very  la^  appro- 
priiation  was  made  during  the  admimstratioa 
of  Mr.  Jefferson,  to .  enable  hjm  to  take  such 
measures  as  he  might  deem  necessary  in  order 
to  secure  Florida ;  and  secret  agents  were 
pointed  to  carry  the  object  into  effect] 

Mr.  Lbioh  resumed:  he  remembered  very 
well  that  there  was  made,  in  secret  session,  an 
appropriation  of  18,000,000^  in  wder  to  enaUe 
Mr.  Je&rsonto  open  anegotiatamforthe  por- 
ehaae  of  Florida;  and  he,  instead  of  making 
the  purohase  at  that  time^  negotiated  the  pu> 
chase  of  Louisiana,  without  enntloyiug  a  dollar 
of  the  money  thus  appropriated.  That  was  the 
case  to  whidi  he  (Mr.  L.)  supposed  the  gentle- 
man ^uded.  He  would  take  upon  himself  to 
affirm  that  no  instance  could  be  found,  either 
during  the  administration  of  Mr.  Jeffiuw>n  or 
of  any  other  Fremdent,  of  an  appropriation 
having  been  made  which  bore  the  least  resem- 
blance to  this;  but  he  did  not  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  mulog  Hut  dngle  lemark-^iia 
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Mabo^ISSS.] 

ol{jMt  bdns  to  make  two  others.  Hie  first  one 

ntiiet  tbe  upuaeat  addrened  to  that  Sea- 
ythe  Senator  from  Alabainfl  was  precisely, 
in  BO  many  words,  the  ai^imnfflit  that  was  once 
addressed  to  the  Senate  and  people  of  Borne,  as 
a  reason  for  the  appointment  of  a  Dictator, 
namely :  that,  in  times  of  excitement  and  <U£B- 
culty,  it  was  absolntely  necessary  tiiat  the 
whole  powers  of  the  Government  should  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  one  man  I  Qive  ihs 
Ohief  Uagistrate  this  appropriation,  (sud  Hr. 
L.0  andyon  establish  the  omce  (tf  Dictator. 

Mr.  WsioHT  hoped  the  Senate  would  not 
adhere  to  thdr  disf^reonent  He  felt  himself 
bound  to  state  that  he  did  not  know  hot  that 
he  bad  heard  of  the  oonstito^n  heSm  broken 
down,  destroyed,  and  the  liberties  of  the  ooon- 
try  overthrown,  so  fi^nently  in  that  Senate,  as 
to  render  him  oalloos  to  the  real  state  of  things. 
For  the  last  sixteen  months  those  fears  and  fore- 
bodings had  been  so  strongly  and  often  ex- 

Eressed  on  that  floor,  that  they  had  been  forci- 
ly  impressed  upon  him ;  yet,  he  most  say  that 
be  was  ino^iable  of  perceiving  a  particle  of 
thdr  efieots.  Ko  evidence  bad  he  seen  of  them ; 
nor  ooold  he  now  partake  of  the  alarm  which 
some  gentlemen  pretended  to  feel,  when  be  saw 
toe  asseverationa  made  at  this  time  came 
fnm  the  ume  sonroe.  What  had  the  Senate 
now  befive  iti  A  Ull  from  the  House  of  Bep- . 
resmtatiTes^fivm  the  immediate  repreeenta- 
tlvea  of  the  peo^e,  proposi^  to  provide  for  the 
defence  of  ue  eoontry.  what  bad  bontvable 
Senatws  debated!  The  danger  of  exeoative 
power.  Were,  be  wonid  ask,  those  representa- 
tives sitting  at  the  other  end  of  that  Oapitol  the 
most  likely  to  oontribato  to  that  danger  ?  Was 
that  the  sonroe  from  which  Senators  were  com- 
pelled to  look  for  danger  in  that  respect  f  Snch 
an  idea  had  never  oconrred  to  his  mmd.  Under 
what  cinmmstanoes  did  the  members  of  the 
other  body  present  the  appropriation  t  He 
believed,  and  be  spoke  on  good  aaUiori^,  that 
oar  minister  at  the  ooorfe  of  Franoe  had  innnmed 
this  Govenmient  that  it  was  problematioal  that 
the  Fyenoh  mi^t  strike  the  first  blow  against 
VB,  by  defadidng  our  fleet  now  in  the  Mediterra- 
nean. Congress  were  on  the  point  of  adjoam- 
ing ;  and,  being  in  possession  of  such  adWces 
from  our  minister,  they  had  thonght  proper  to 
act  as  they  bad  done  in  regard  to  this  appropri- 
ation. And  he  wonld  inquire,  by  what  notion 
it  was  that  the  Senate  were  to  be  impressed 
with  the  danger  of  putting  this  power  into  the 
hands  of  the  Executive — ^Lhat  our  liberties  were 
to  be  destroyed  and  the  constitution  trampled 
upon  I  Ay.  in  making  an  appropriadon  fat  the 
defuioe  and  safety  of  ue  country  from  a  foreign 
enemy! 

Mr.  Wkbstkb  said  he  had  beard  tbe  gentle- 
man tnm  New  York  make  an  allasion  to  a 
parUoolar  part  of  the  conntiT,  durinx  the  war 
Willi  Endand,  as  b^gmorefeaiAilof  domeaUo 
Uian  cf  Kn«ign  enendea.  K  was  neouaaiy  for 


[SBHAn. 

him  at  onoe  to  come  to  an  understanding  with 
the  honoraUe  member.  He  dedred  to  know 
whethw  be  meant  any  thing  by  those  remarka. 
He  fdt  that  bb  pnblic  situation  entitied  him  to 
a  direct  answer ;  wd  be  asked  tbe  honorable 
member,  therefore,  to  a^,  explidtly,  whether 
he-  had  intended  to  inunnate,  in  any  manner  or 
degree,  that  his  (Mr.  W.'s)  conduotj  daring  that 
war,  manifested  any  want  of  diqwisition  to  repel 
the  public  enony  I 

Mr.  Wbioht  said,  in  reply,  that  it  was  not  till 
after  that  period  tiiat  he  had  beoome  acquainted 
with  the  Senator  from  Massaohasetts,  in  bis 
pablio  chanotw,  and  thereftoe  ooold  have  bad 
no  such  intention. 

The  question  was  taken  on  adbaring,  and 
decided  as  fUlows : 

TiA8.~Ke8arB.  Bdl,  Bibb,  CaUumn,  Clay,  CUy- 
ton,  Ewing,  Frelln^uyaen,  GoldsbOTongn,  Hendricte, 
Kent,  Knight,  I«u^  Uangom,  Uoore,  Naodahi, 
Poindeiter,  Porter,  PpentiBa,Ppe8ton,  Robblna,  8Us- 
bee,  Smith,  Southard,  Swift,  Tomlinsoo,  Tyler,  Wag- 
gaman,  Webster,  White— 29. 

Natr — ^Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Cuth- 
bert,  Grundy,  Hill,  Kane,  King  of  Alabama,  King  ot 
Oeor^  Linn,  McKean,  Ru^es,  Botanson,  She^e}^ 
TaUimulge,  Tipton,  Wright— 1*7. 

The  House  frirther  insisted,  and  asked  a  con- 
ference ;  which  being  immediately  granted  by 
the  Senate,  Messrs.  Webstrb,  PaKJHaHUTsnr, 
and  Wbioht,  were  appointed  otnofareea  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate. 

Shortly  afterwards,  Hi.  Wnans  rqxvted 
tbat  tbe  oinnmUtoe  ot  etrnferenoe  bad  agreed, 
in  lien^  the  ammdment  of  the  House,  to 
recommend  the  adoption  (tftliefiiDowing  ^>pro- 
priationa: 

"As  an  addMonal  apwotdatioit  fbr  andng  the 

fortificaHons  of  the  United  States,  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars. 

"As  an  additional  a|n>r(q>riation  for  the  rep^ 
and  equipiumt  of  the  dtips  of  war  tbe  United 
States,  five  hondred  thousand  doUars.** 

The  House  having  possession  of  tbe  bill  and 
papers,  the  Senate  could  not  act  on  the  report 
until  it  heard  from  the  other  House. 

After  waiting  some  time,  on  motion  o£  Mr. 
Webstxb,  theSenate  adopted  1^  fidkwing 
resolution : 

Ruolved,  thaX  a  message  be  sent  to  the  honorable 
the  House  of  RepreeeDt&uVes,  raspeclAiUy  to  ronind 
the  House  of  tfie  report  of  the  committae  of  oonfer^ 
ence  ^ipol^ed  on  uw  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses  on  the  amendment  of  the  House  to  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  leqMotIng  the 
fortiflcationa  tX.  the  Uiuted  Statca. 

The  Senate  then  waited  stfU  a  good  while 
longer,  and  not  bearing,  sent  still  another  mes- 
sage, informing  the  Hooae  that  they,  the  Senate, 
1^  no  farther  bmnness  before  them.  No 
answer  coming  to  this  message,  tbe  Senate,  after 
waiting  a  oonnderaUe  time  Ttrngw,  and  bearing 
nothing  from  tbe  UU,  acyontned,  <Im  ^iM. 
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UniDAT,  Deomiber  1, 1884. 

The  House  <tf  Bepreaentativefl  sssemUed  this 
monung.  The  faimorable  ions  Bnx,  Speaker, 
took  the  chair  and  called  the  Honae  to  order. 

The  roll  of  the  House  was  called  by  the 
CQeck  in  the  nder  of  States^  npra  which  ft  1^ 
peared  that  tbere  wore  188  numbers  present. 
The  names  of  the  new  members  were  then 
called:  when  the  fDOowIng  gentlemen  answered 
to  thw  names,  were  qntfified,  and  took  their 
seats,  tIz.  : 

Stephen  0.  FhiUipB,  from  Hassachnsetta ; 
Sbenezer  Jadcaon,  Fhinees  Ifiner,  and  Joseph 
TromboU,  fnnn  Oonneotioat ;  Oharles  G.  Ferns, 
and  John  J.  Mo^an.  from  New  York ;  John 
Bobertson,  from  Virginia;  Bobert  P.  Letcher, 
from  Kentackj;  Daniel  Eilxore,  from  Ohio; 
Hmrj  Johnson/ from  LonifiUna:  William  I* 
Hi^,  ai^  Jdm  Bejnolds  from  lUmois. 


TonnAT,  Deoenibar  S. 

EEbhbt  F.  Jahu,  elected  &  RepresentataTe 
from  the  State  of  Vermont,  to  simpb^  the  va- 
oancT  oocaidmed  1^  the  death  <tf  the  hmorable 
Beigamin  F.  Demii^  ^ipeaiedf  and  was  qnali- 
fled. 

Hr.  HoKimarr,  from  the  joint  committee 
(conristing,  on  the  part  of  the  House,  of  IkCesBTs. 
KoKiKUT  and  LureiKo)  appointed  to  wut  on 
the  President  of  Uie  United  State?,  and  inform 
him  that  the  two  Honses  were  oi^ganized,  and 
ready  to  receive  from  him  anr  commnnioation 
whidi  he  ndght  hare  to  mue,  reported  that 
the  oommittee  had  disoharged  that  doty,  uid 
had  leodTBd  for  answer  that  the  Fruadent 
woold  send  a  Uessage  in  writing  to  each  Hoose 
ti  Oongreas  this  day  at  12  o'clock. 

The  Message  was  then  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  Oee  Senate 
^oeeedinsBof  this  date. 


On  motion  of  Hr.  Oohvob^  it  was  ordered 
that  the  Meeraoe  be  committed  to  the  Oommit- 
tee of  the  Whole  Hoose  on  the  stale  of  the 
UnioD,  and  that  ten  thonsand  copies  vi  the 
Kessage,  and  Che  documents  aooompanjing 
be  printed  for  the  nse  of  the  House. 


WxDHisDJLT,  December  8. 

Death  <tf  Mr.  Slade. 

Hr.  Oaskt,  of  Illinois,  ros^  he  sud,  to  offer 
&  resolnticm  to  the  House,  expreenve  of  the 
respect  of  the  members  of  this  body  for  the 
memory  of  the  honorable  Ohablbs  Bum,  ate 
one  of  the  BepresentatiTeB  from  Illinois  on  this 
floor.  In  snbrnittdng  the  resolation,  which  I 
now  have  the  honor  to  do,  for  the  considerar 
tion  of  the  House,  it  is  not  my  purpose,  said 
Hr.  0.,  to  trespass  on  its  time  or  attention  by 
a  labored  eulogy  on  the  character  of  my  late 
distingidahed  ooUeagne  and  mnoh  esteemed 
friend,  now  no  more.  He  died  near  Vinoemua 
in  Indiana,  oi  that  sooni^  of  nations,  chtdsra, 
on  his  way  home  from  attendiog  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress.  His  amiable  manners,  his 
mild  and  benevolent  dispoeitioiij  his  sound 
sense,  and  untiring  devotion  to  his  l<^slative 
duties  while  here,  have  made  a  lasting  mipres- 
sion  on  all  who  knew  him.  He  had  a  heart 
that  responded  to  every  advaaoe  of  sympathy 
and  benevolence,  a  heart  formed  for  the  most 
ardent  attachments.  Open  and  undisguised, 
Uie  prominent  traits  of  his  character  were  al- 
ways before  the  world.  But  suffice  it  to  say 
tbiit,  though  the  dust  of  Ohxsles  Budb  now 
deqn  wi^  that  of  his  ftthers,  he  still  lives  in 
the  hearts  hundreds  and  tiunsands  tsi  his 
countrymen,  who,  with  sincerity,  deplore  his 
death.  I  therefore  repectfnlly  ask  the  members 
<^tfais  Honsato  concnrwitii  me  in  this  humble^ 
fliia  last  trfbnte  rtFieipect  to  hiamemoiy.  Hr. 
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0.  concluded  by  offering  the  following  resola- 
tloiif  vhich  was  agreed  to,  fwm.  eon, 

Bttolvti,  vnamni^oWy,  That  the  monbav  of  thii 
House  vill  testif;  their  respect  for  the  memory  of 
Chaeus  SuDi,  deceased,  late  a  member  of  thia 
Araae  fiwm  the  St^  of  lUiixaB,  by  wearisg  Gvqie 
on  the  left  aim  for  one  month. 

Dtatk  qfMr.  D«m^, 

lir.  Jash,  of  VermoDt,  roBo  and  said  it  had 
beoonw  hia  mdraoholy  dntj  to  annoonoe  to  the 
Home  the  death,  since  the  last  sesaon,  of  an- 
other of  its  nnmber.  The  honorable  Ben/aion 
F.  DKWNa,  of  Vermont,  departed  this  lifia,  said 
Mr.  J.,  on  the  11th  of  last,  on  his  way 
from  uiis  place  to  his  home  in  that  State.  The 
deoeaaed  had  been  hot  a  abort  time  &  member 
of  this  body,  bnt  long  had  held  a  distingoisbed 
place  in  the  conncils  of  his  native  State ;  and 
was  there,  and  wherever  else  known,  oniver- 
sallj'  esteraoed  and  beloved  aa  an  mlightoned 
ud  honest  stateBman,  as  an  amiable  dtuen,  as  a 
Ohristian  of  pure  and  nnanllied  morala,  How- 
evw  flattering  it  taaj  be  to  htAi  a  seat  on  the 
flocn-  <rfflii8  BtfaBo,  to  me  it  is  deeplf  affecting 
that  the  one  I  have  the  honw  of  oocnpying 
has  been  made  vacant  by  the  death  of  an  able 
l^aiator — ^by  the  removal  from  his  family  of 
an  ^ectionate  hnsband,  a  kind  parent,  and 
from  me  a  long  and  most  valned  perstmal  friend  I 
But  if  we  be  permitted  to  gather  hope  from 
the  pnblio  and  private  walk,  the  rectitade  of 
moral  character,  the  du^  Ohristian  deport- 
ment of  man,  few,  if  any,  have  left  more  com- 
forting, more  enduring  evidences,  than  the 
deceased,  that  be  has  now  a  crown  of  immor- 
tality, an  eternal  rest  In  testiDKmy  of  onr  re- 
flect, I  move  tiie  fidlowing  readntoi. 

ICr.  J.  then  sabmitted  the  fidlowing  readln- 
tlcu,  wMoh  was  adopted,  fwm.  0011. 

Baclvedy  wutiUmoiulsf,  That  the  lUMidten  at  this 
House  will  testify  tbetr  respect  tot  the  memory  of 
BniAMU  F.  DnaiH,  deoMwd,  late  <tf  tiie  State  of 
Vemjont,  by  wearing  crapo  at  the  left  aim  for  one 


TtauBSDAT,  December  4. 
Annual  TVwiMry  Beport. 

The  Spusbk  Iidd  befim  the  Honae  the  an- 
nual r^rtof  the  Secretary  of  Hie  Treasury  <»i 
the  state  of  the  finances ;  wbiob,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Fouc,  was  laid  on  thetalue^  and  10^000 
omAm  wdered  to  be  printed. 

Sondry  other  oommnnloatioos  were  received 
feooL  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaory;  which 
were  laid  fu  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

IfoVDAT,  Deoembor  6. 

Hie  following  resolntion,  sabmitted  on  Thnra- 
d^,  by  Mr.  Wabowxu,  was  takeaiq): 


[H.  ov  B. 


RfolvecL,  That  the  Secretaty  of  the  Xsvy  be  direct* 
ed  to  rcfMBi  to  tlus  House  the  amount  encuded  fat 
ereotfu  the  ri!i^>Jioass  at  Mary  in  tts  ooon^ 
of  Jefl&Bon,  snd  State  of  New  Toric,  and  Oie  es> 
penae  of  keefdng  the  same  In  repair.  Also,  the  like 
infonuBtion  in  relation  to  the  vessel  built  and  lately 
sold  at  Stoir's  Horlxn',  In  said  county,  and  the  amooat 
of  compeosalion  allowed  to  the  officer  or  ofBcen. 
person  or  persons;  who  have  fnm  time  to  time  bad 
charse  (tf  the  same.  Also  the  reasons  if  any  exlsl^ 
foruM  flutber  pi  esei  ration  <tf  tiie  vessel  aiu  ddp- 
honse  at  Nary  Fdnt  Also,  that  he  report  tba 
amount  heretofore  paid  for  the  use  and  occupatlan 
of  the  land  now  bdonging  to  the  hdrs  of  Heniy 
£ckford,  deceased,  at  Kavy  roint  and  Storr's  Harbor, 
on  lAiasti  the  vessels  New  Orleans  and  Chippewa  were 
built,  and  also  the  terms  of  any  contract  which  may 
have  been  made  with  the  Oovenmtent,  or  its  author* 
ized  agent,  for  the  use  and  oocupatitHi  of  sudi  land. 

Mr.  Wmis  moved  the  following  amendment, 
which  was  accepted  by  Mr.  Wudwxll  ;  and, 
thtts  amended,  the  remntion  was  agreed  to, 
viz: 

"  And  any  other  information  in  possesdon  of  tfw 
Depattment  relativfl  thento." 

Tdibdat,  December  9. 
PrmnUfrtm  FbT«ign  Povmt, 

Ur.  Haboit,  of  Virginia,  rose  to  remind  the 
House  that,  at  tiie  la&  sewion,  a  Message  was 
received  £rom  the  President  (tf  Qie  united 
States,  Bobmittinff  to  the  dispodttm  of  Congresa 
certain  presenta  from  the  Emperw  of  Moroooo, 
(a  lion  and  two  horsee.)  The  Committee  on 
Foreign  AfiialrB,  to  which  the  Message  was  re- 
ferred, recommended  that  the  presents  ahoold 
be  sold,  and  the  proceeds  placed  in  the  treasury 
of  the  United  States.  Bnt  the  Executive 
thonght  he  was  not  sofficiently  justified  without 
an  act  of  Oongreae,  for  taking  this  course.  It 
was  dedrable  that  the  subject  shoold  be  dis* 
posed  o^  and  the  continent  Amd  relieved  from 
thMzpense  now  charged  upon  it.  He  moved 
a  recommitment  of  the  Message  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Fortign  BelatiMiSL 

Mr.  OuTTov  moved  to  amend  the  motion 
so  as  to  instmot  the  ofRumittee  also  to  oouddar 
the  propriety  of  disposing,  in  some  manner,  of 
thepresents  already  in  the  State  Department. 

The  amendment  was  accepted  by  the  mover, 
and  the  motion,  as  modified,  agreed  to  in  the 
following  form: 

.BMoIwd;  nat  the  If  esHge  of  the  Frerident  of  the 
United  St^es  on  the  sulgect  of  a  present  received 
by  the  codsdI  zt  the  United  States  at  Tangier  than 
the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  nude  to  this  House  at  the 
last  sesHon  of  Congress,  be  reommnitted  to  the  Com- 
inlttea  on  Foie^  Attiia,  with  instrnotbRiB  to  rsfKiit 
a  direotiiig  uie  salem  the  lim  and  bones  pr^ 
sented ;  and  such  applicatioD  trf  the  proceeds  of  such 
sale  ss  ihall  be  deemed  most  ^tpn^riste.  Also,  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  nS  making  dispositioo  of 
sud)  other  presents  as  have  been  made  to  officers  of 
the  Oovenmunt,  and  dqwaited  in  the  Seoretaiy  of 
State's  office,  aa  iMing  pressBtad  eonbiiy  to  Oe  eOBr 
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lb.  HtTBBjLBD  called  the  attrition  of  the 
Hoose  to  the  proceeduigs  at  the  last  BesBion, 
np<Hi  the  resolution  then  reported  from  a  joint 
oonunittee  of  the  two  Honses,  for  the  adoption 
of  BQitable  measnree  for  paTiuK  pn^)er  r^peet 
to  the  memory  of  General  Lafajette^  and  sub- 
mitted the  folk>wing  resolation  to  oarrT'  Into 
effect  the  order  adopted  by  the  Sbnue  at  the 
lateseaBton  : 

Snt^Md^  That  a  committee  be  iqtpoiiited  on  the 
part  of  this  Home,  to  join  such  oonunittee  as  m*y 
be  appdnted  oa  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  consider 
and  report  the  arrangements  neceeBary  to  be  adopt- 
ed, in  order  to  carry  into  effect  the  last  resolution 
reported  on  the  24tii  June,  1SS4,  by  tlie  joint  oom- 
mittee  ^pointed  at  the  last  sesaon  of  Congress,  on 
the  occasion  of  the  death  of  General  La&yette. 

The  resolntion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  com- 
mittee ordered  to  consist  of  five  members. 
Kessrs,  Hcbbabo,  Lracoiar,  IFhiib,  Allan  of 
"Vlrf^iA,  and  TiftumtTT^  irere  annonnoed  as  the 
fiomnuttee. 


WxDinaDAT,  Deeember  10. 

Among  the  petitions  and  memorials  present- 
ed to-d&7,  was  one  by  Mr.  Pkabob,  of  Bbode 
Island,  of  John  K.  B^nolds,  lately  retomed 
from  a  Toyase  of  exploration  in  the  I^lflo 
ocean  and  on  uie  North-west  coast,  praying  that 
an  expedition  may  be  fitted  oat  to  sarvey  the 
idancb  and  reefs  In  that  ocean  and  on  that 
ooast  The  petition  was  recommended  by  both 
branches  of  the  Lenislatore  of  Rhode  Island ; 
and  Mr.  F,  stated  that  the  Le^latoree  of  sev- 
eral other  States  wonld  join  m  the  prayer  of 
the  memorial,  as  would  the  merohaats  and 
chambers  of  commerce  In  the  principal  cities 
of  tiie  Union.  To  show  the  importance  omhe 
object  in  vieW}  Mr.  P.  stated  that  there  were 
now  engaged  in  the  whale  finery  182,000  tons 
ni  shipping ;  that  there  were  onployed  10,000 
■eamen ;  HoA  tliat  the  bndness  oireGt  and  in- 
direct employed  170,000  tons  of  shipping,  and 
more  than  12,000  seamen ;  that  more  than  one- 
tenth  part  of  onr  whole  navigation  was  eng^ed 
in  it;  and  the  owital  Invested  was  113,000,000. 
He  farther  stated  that  the  annnal  loss  of  prop- 
«rty  apon  the  islands  wd  reefe  not  laid  down 
upon  any  chart,  was  folly  equal  to  the  expense 
(H  the  expediticai  and  sorvey  requested. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  eleetion  itf  a 
Obiwlahi;  and 

The  Bov,  Mr.  SmIUi,  having  a  m^odty  ot 
fhe  wlude  number  of  votes  {^ven,  was  deuared 
to  be  duly  elected  as  Ohaplfdn,  on  the  part  of 
tids  Houae^  tor  the  present  sesacHi. 


TsvBsnai^  December  11. 
IVeneh  BeiatioTU. 

The  following  resdntion,  Babmitted  yester- 
day,  by  Mr.  Fostsb,  was  taken  up : 

Setolvtd,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  oommnnieate  to  this  Hoobb  0f  not 
in  his  opinion  InoompatiUe  with  the  poblio  interaBt) 
any  oommonioation  or  correspnidenoe  whidi  ntj 
hare  taken  place  between  our  minister  at  Paris  and 
the  French  Government,  or  between  the  minister 
trma  France  to  this  Oovemment  and  the  Becretaiy 
of  State,  on  the  salgect  of  the  refoaal  of  the  iVencfa 
Goremmoit  to  malce  prorision  for  the  exeontfonof 
the  treaty  oondaded  between  the  United  Statea  and 
France  on  the  4th  of  July,  1881. 

Mr.  ToeTEB  sud  that  he  understood  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affiiirs  had  recently  received 
a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  State 
on  the  subject  embraced  in  the  resolution,  and 
that  additional  information  was  expected  by 
that  committee.  He  would,  therefore,  move  to 
lay  the  resolution  on  the  table  for  the  piesait ; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

FubUelMtdt. 
Mr.  Clat,     consent,  moved  the  fbUoiriiig 

resolution : 

Jieaolvedr  That  the  Sccretaiy  of  the  Treasury  ba 
directed  to  report  to  this  House — 

1st.  What  quantity  of  public  land  has  been  oifoed 
at  public  sale  in  the  Bcveral  StatCB  and  Tenitories. 

2d.  What  portion  remains  unsold  and  subject  to 
private  entry  In  the  States  and  Temtoiies,  reqwe- 
tively,  and  now  famg  the  same  has  been  so  stdtfeet  in 
each. 

8d.  What  p<Htion  of  the  pnUic  land  offered,  and 
not  B(M  at  auotfcMi,  has  dnoe  been  bought  at  prints 
sale. 

4th.  What  quantity  of  poUio  land  has  been  sold, 
and  for  what  sum,  in  each  year,  from  the  year  1823, 
inclusive. 

5th.  And  the  number  of  acres  in  each  State  and 
Territon^,  the  number  scdd  in  eadi,  and  the  amount 
recdvedtiierefor. 

Impritonmmtfor  Debt. 
Mr.  JoHHBOzr,  of  Eentoofey,  anbmitted  the 
following  resolution : 

JlMolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  District  rf 
Columbia  be  instructed  to  Inquire  into  the  sipe^ 
enoy  of  *twtH<|hing  imprisonm^t  for  debt 

J^Uc  Landi. 
Mr.  MoEnTLET  offered  the  following,  which 
he  wished  printed,  and  postpcoied  ka  a  week: 

Raahtd,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  taode  be 
Instructed  to  bring  In  a  bill  to  reduce  the  price  m 
the  puUio  lands  to  seventy-five  cents  an  acre ;  a&t) 
all  lands  wludi  have  been  offered  for  sale  and  remain 
unw^d  for  uKwe  than  five  years,  and  less  than  ten 
years,  to  fifty  cents  an  acre ;  and  all  lands  wbi<A  ban 
been  offered  for  sale  and  remain  unsold  for  more  than 
tm  and  lea  ttun  fifteen  years,  to  twenty-five  cents 
an  acre;  and  aD  lands  whkfa  have  been  oftrad  fiv 
■ale  and  remain  WBold  for  msm  than  flfteaD,  and  M> 
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than  twouty  Tmn,  to  twetva  and  l  half  cents  in 
•ere;  aod  All  umds  which  bare  been  offered  fivnie 
mdA  iranin  onookl  for  more  than  twenty,  and  Ice 
ttm  twraity-flre  yeua,  to  and  one-fourth  cratB  an 
acre ;  and  all  lands  wfaidi  have  been  offered  for  sale 
snd  remain  unsold  for  more  fium  twent7-fiTe  Tears, 
to  become  tlte  pioptrtj  of  tbe  States  in  irtiidi  they 
he,  rflBpectivdy ;  and  lU  petMU  who  raride  on  tin 
pobUo  lands,  and  shall  have  coltivated  any  portion 
tliereof,  for  one  or  more  yean,  to  hare  the  right  of 
pre-mptiim  of  one  quarter  section  at  the  price  above 
nzed  vpaa  tbe  daas  to  iriiidi  it  may  bdi«g  in  tbe 
fbragidng  BOile  of  gradnition. 


Fbidat,  December  12. 

Burning     A«  Tnamwty  SnOdinff, 

The  fi^owing  ICesBaRe  was  received  from  the 
PlrendeDt  of  the  United  States,  hy  the  hands  of 
ICr,  A.  J.  Donelson,  his  private  Secretary : 

WASHnroTOH,  Deemtber  12,  1884. 
3T»  tils  Souu  of  SmreterUativea : 

Ja  oompliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House 
BewesentatiTes  of  tbo  10th  infant,  calUng  for  any 
ioformation  which  the  President  may  possess  respect- 
ing tbe  burning  of  tbe  btulding  oocui^ed  by  the 
TreaaoiT  Department,  in  the  year  1888,  X  transmit 
herewith  the  papers  containing  tiie  inquiry  into  the 
cause  of  that  disaster,  which  was  directed  and  made 
soon  after  its  occaireoce. 

Accompanying  this  Inqniij,  I  also  transmit  a  par> 
ticular  report  frtm  Hr.  Xcldme.  who  iras  then  Secre- 
tary of  the  TnMsory,  stating  all  the  facts  relating  to 
the  antject  which  were  wimin  the  knowledge  of  the 
officers  of  tbe  Deportment,  and  siicb  losses  itf  records 
and  papers  as  were  asecraned  to  hare  been  iw- 
tiOnel 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

On  motion  of  Ifr.  Poix,  the  Message  and 
dooaments  were  referred  to  tbe  Oommittee  on 
Fablio  Buildings,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Ovmbm-land  Boad. 

The  following  reaolotlott,  submitted  yeiter* 
di^,  by  Kr.  UoKxmfAR,  was  taken  np : 

SuUntd^  That  the  8eet«tat7  id  War  be  dheoted 
to  transmit  to  tiiis  Honse  any  commnnication  he 

may  have  reodved  from  tbe  comn^oners  appointed 
by  the  States  of  Maryland,  PennsylTanla,  and  Tuv 
gmia,  to  receive  portions  of  the  Cumberland  road 
within  the  limts  of  those  States,  respectively,  and  to 
erect  toU-gatee  tbereon;  and  to  furtusb  an  estimate 
of  tbe  amount  of  moner  which  may  be  neoessacy  to 
complete  the  repalrB  of  Ae  and  road,  agreeably  to 
tbe  leqidsition  of  the  laws  of  said  Statoi,  wUoh  hare 
reoeived  the  assent  of  CoDgrees.  Also,  tbatbe  {nfbnn 
the  Honse  what  is  tbe  cmtditlon  of  the  masonry  on 
the  road,  how  many  inches  of  metal  have  been  pot 
on  tliat  part  of  it  which  has  been  located  anew  under 
the  act  of  Conness,  and  upon  that  of  it  which  lies 
between  the  Monongahda  and  Ohio  riven.  And 
also  what  depth  of  metal  is,  In  his  opinion,  neeessiiy 
to  make  a  permanent  and  sabstantial  road  open  the 
^an  which  has  been  adqpted  in  its  repair  by  the 
Department. 

Mr.  KdEmuv  submitted  the  foUowiog  as 
ft  modlfloiHon  (tf  his  nacdntioa;  whloh,  was 


agreed  to ;  and  thus  modified,  the  resolution 

was  adopted : 

"And  also  that  he  Aimlsh  this  House  with  a 
copy  (tf  tiie  InsbixitionB  irtiich  were  given  by  tbe 
Department  to  tbe  superintendent,  as  to  tlie  man- 
ner in  wluch  tbe  rqwua  iqwn  that  road  sbonld  be 
mada" 


MoHDATf  Deoemhw  16. 

The  Spkakib  laid  bef(»e  the  House  the  fid- 
lowing  Message  from  the  Preddoit  ei-  the 
United  States: 

WiMuwroK,  DaoflNisr  1%  18S4. 

TotKtEonMeofReprueiUaivM*  oftht  VnitedBtaten 
The  Joint  resolutions  of  Congress,  nnaoimonsty 
expressing  their  senability  on  tbe  intelligence  of  the 
death  of  Qeneral  La&yette,  were  communicated,  hi 
compIIanoB  with  their  will,  to  Qeorge  Washington 
Lafayette,  and  the  otfter  members  of  the  family  of 
that  illustrious  man.  By  tbeir  requests  I  now  pre* 
sent  tbe  heartfMt  acknowledgments  of  the  Burviving 
descendants  of  oar  beloved  Mend,  for  that  hi^y- 
valued  proof  of  the  ifjmpatby  of  the  Uiuted  States. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

On  moUon  of  Ifo.  E.  Evxbbtt,  the  Message 
aikd  aooompan^g  docoments  were  refared  t» 
the  Oommittee  on  Foreign  Kelationa. 


Tdisdat,  December  38. 

Hr.  Httbbabd,  from  the  select  J(^t  committee 
appointed  to  conidder  and  report  what  measorea 
were  necessary  to  {^ve  ^bet  to  the  resolationa 
adopted  at  the  last  sesdon,  for  paying  stiitable 
honors  to  the  memory  of  General  Lafayette,  re> 
ported  certain  Joint  resolntsons,  (for  which  see 
Senate  debates  of  this  date ;)  wnioh  were  twioe 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

Wkduxbdat,  December  24. 
Ttrritoryttf  Wiaeoiuin. 

The  Bpzasxb  presented  the  foUowbog  memo- 
rial, being  the  same  as  tiut  |trcaentea  Mr. 
Lnur,  (tf  lOohigan :  ^ 

ZxMuma  Omaa, 
DnaoiT,  J)ieeinbtr  IS  18S4. 

Sm;  IhobetBenoe  to  a  reqneat  trf"  the  Le^slative 
Council  of  the  Territory  of  Hldiigan,  I  have  the 
honor  to  transn^  to  you  a  memoml  of  that  body, 
praying  the  establidmient  of  a  separate  territorfad 
government  for  tiie  district  oi  country  west  of  Lake 
Hichigan. 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  very  reqteetfiiDy,  yow 
most  obedieni  servant. 

enSTWR  T.  KABON. 

Hon.  JoHif  Bell, 

l^mdir  iff  OaKS.  United  BtaitM, 
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J&  M«  (Smote  and  jSbiW  ^iiqinMntoMvM  ^<*f 

Ututtd&ateamOongnuaattmiltdi 
At  an  extra  session  of  the  LegialatiTe  Coanol  of 
the  Territory  of  HichigBB,  held  on  the  first  Honday 
of  September  last,  purBuant  to  an  act  of  Gongrefls 
o(  the  30th  of  June,  1834,  an  act  was  passed  to 
fworide  for  the  takiw  a  cenaoa  of  the  Inhahitants  of 
that  part  of  the  TenHory  of  Hidiuan  irhich  U  rito- 
■ted  to  the  eaitwaid  of  the  MisflisSpid  Kver.  This 
doty  has  been  performed  by  the  Bhertlft  of  the 
•eroal  counties,  under  oath,  and  neariy  in  the  same 
manner  as  that  which  has  been  heretofore  adopted 
by  the  general  Goremment  to  obtain  an  enumeraUon 
of  the  dtisens  of  the  United  States.  The  population 
it  ftnmd  to  amount  to  ninety-two  thousand  «x  hun- 
dred and  serenty-diree  soids.  The  counties  situ- 
■ted  upon  the  pennlsuU,  and  those  lying  tuxth  and 
west  of  I«ke  luddgao,  oonbdn  the  following  num- 
bers: 


Wayne, 

Washtenaw, 

Oakland, 

Honroe, 

Loiaive, 

Iheomb, 

Oaai, 

8t  Joieph, 
Kalamazoo, 

StClah-, 


16,688 
H,920 
18,644 
8,542 
7,911 
«,0W 
8,S80 
8,168 
8,124 
2,244 


Jadcson, 

Berrien, 

Calhoun, 

Brand), 

MidtlHmadnac, 

CUppewa, 

Brown, 

Crawford, 

Iowa, 


1,865 
1,787 
1,714 
764 
891 
526 
1,957 
810 


In  this  enumeration,  the  Inhabitants  of  the  country 
'whidi  is  wtuated  between  the  lOarissippi  and  Missouri 
riven,  and  which  was,  for  the  purpose  only  of  tempo- 
rary goremmeut,  attactted  to  the  Tmritory  of  Hichi- 
na  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  are  not  embraced. 
They  may  be  jnady  estimated  at  ^m  five  to  eight 
AoinaDd  souls,  fnie  popolation  of  Western  Hidii- 
gan  (now  generally  known  as  the  Wisconsin  Tern- 
tOTT)  may  be  stated  at  from  twelve  to  fifteen  thou- 
■aiui.  And  we  would  again  respectfully  ask  of  your 
honorable  body  to  hear  their  compluuts,  and  to 
naot  to  them  speedily  the  rdlef  for  irtiich  they  pnty. 
The  oonntry  iiuiabited  by  that  peo^  has  beoi  sob- 
(eoted,  at  various  times,  to  cUrarmt  Oovemments ; 
but,  on  all  occaaons,  the  promise  seems  to  have  been 
hdd  out  to  them,  that  their  subgection  to  those 
Governments  should  be  but  temporary.  So  remote, 
indeed,  have  been  the  seats  of  those  Oovemments, 
that  It  is  believed  that  neither  tiie  laws  of  the  Uuted 
States,  nor  of  any  Territory,  actually  had  fbroe  west 
<tf  Lake  IGchigan,  until  after  tiie  year  1880.  About 
that  time,  •  Justice  of  the  peace  or  notary  publio 
might  be  seen  daiming  and  exerddng  his  office 
there  under  a  ciMnmiadon  from  the  Kin^  of  Franoe. 

The  inhabitants  between  Lake  Ifichigan  and  the 
Mississippi  have  almost  every  year,  since  thdr  sub- 
jection to  the  Govenment  it  Udugm  In  tiie  year 
1818,  comidained  to  GcmgresB  <^  die  great  evils  under 
irtuch  they  were  suilfering  in  consequence  of  this 
connection.  They  are  separated  from  the  great 
msjority  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Territory  by  one 
of  the  largest  lakes  upon  this  oontioent ;  and  it  must 
obviously  be  very  difficult,  if  not  impracticable, 
to  communicate  with  them  daring  oneialf  of  the 
year.  Tbdr  pnnnits  in  life  are  also  as  widely  differ- 
ent as  their  habitations  are  distant  It  is  supposed 
tittt  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  country  iriiidi 
Ues  between  Lake  &iperior.  Green  Bay,  and  the 
Fox,  Wiscondn,  and  Miasifldppi  rims,  most  con- 
tinue for  many  years,  as  it  now  i^  the  hunting 
pounds  of  aadvlued  Liffiiii  tifi)es. 


Sootii  of  the  Wisoondn  Kver,  and  witluu  tUs 
Territory,  and  dso  In .  the  counties  of  Duboque  and 
Dmohie,  west  of  tiie  Misdssippi,  are  dtoided  the 
very  extendve  and  valoaUe  lead  mines  of  the  United 
States.  The  miners  are  the  immediate  tenants  of 
tiie  Government,  pursuing  a  very  laborious  and 
haxardous  business,  and  paying  their  rest  to  it  as  to 
B  landhnd.  It  Is  prssomed  they  are,  for  thess 
reasons,  entitied  to  its  qiedal  attentitm  and  proteelhm. 
1%ey  oompoee  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  population 
of  that  part  of  the  Territory,  and  they  redde  npwards 
of  six  hundred  miles  (some  as  much  as  nine  hundred 
rnOes^  from  the  seat  <tt  territorial  Government.  TSie 
judiciary  system  in  that  section  of  the  Territory,  like* 
wise,  is  so  weak  and  ineffident,  that  the  laws  aflbrd 
tittie  or  no  protection  to  the  virtuous,  nor  does  tiidr 
prompt  and  energetic  administration  deter  the  vldoua. 
It  is  feared  by  that  peoide  that  tiieee,  and  oven 
^neater  evils  are  about  to  be  entailed  upon  them  and 
tiietr  country,  for  ever,  by  the  formation  of  a  State 
Gorenunent  by  the  dghty-seven  thousand  two  Imn* 
dred  and  seventy-three  people  fah^Htlng  the  penin- 
sula of  Michigan,  and  the  comities  north  m  tiie  padn> 
sula,  for  the  whole  of  the  TamtoiT  whidi  Bea  norlli 
of  the  line  drawn  east  through  the  southeriy  bend 
of  Lake  Michi^;an. 

It  is  to  this  unnatural  muon,  so  prqudidal  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  inhabitants  of  Western  ICdA- 
gao,  and  destructive  to  their  ririits  as  American 
dtizens,  your  memorislists  would  respectfully  call 
the  attention  of  your  honorable  body ;  and  th^ 
do  re^>ectfully  adc,  on  behalf  of  the  dtlaens  M 
the  whole  Territory,  that  Congress  will  at  its  pres> 
ent  aesBion,  estdilish  a  territorial  Government  for 
tiie  dtizens  inhabiting  the  Territory  lying  went  of 
a  line  drawn  tiiiough  the  middle  of  Luce  Michl- 

Su  to  the  northern  exUnnity,  and  tbenoe  north  to 
a  boundary  line  <tf  the  United  Statea 
Tour  memorialists  reqieetfully  refer  to  the  act  to 
provide  for  taking  a  oensua  of  the  inhabitants  of 
IGchigan,  passed  by  the  Conndl,  September  6,  1834^ 
t(»ether  with  the  a^^<egate  returns  of  the  census 
taken  nnder  the  sua  act,  copies  of  whidi  add 
documents,  duly  certified  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Territory,  are  hoewith  presented  to  your  honorable 
body. 

Anolvtd,  That  his  exodlency  the  acting  Governor 
he,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  transmit  copies 
of  the  preceding  memorial  to  the  Preddent  of  the 
Senate,  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rcpreeentatives, 
and  to  the  Del^ate  in  Congress  from  this  Territny. 

JOHN  McDONELL, 
Pretident  of  tks  IttgidatiiM  Oounal. 
JoHH  KoBTELL,  Secr^oty. 

CODKCn.  CHAMBra, 

IhtTWHT,  Dtemitr  19,  1684. 

The  memorial  was  reftrred  iotbe  Onnmittea 
<m  the  Territories. 

Memory  <if  Lafajfpttt. 
The  Joint  reeolDtion  yesterday  reported  hf 
Mr.  HuBBABO  from  the  joint  oommittee  on  the 
sabjeot  of  the  measures  to  be  taken  in  honor  of 
the  memory-  of  La&yette,  was  pasted,  and  sent 
to  the  Senate  for  ooDoorrenoe. 

IfoHh-Muttm  Souniary. 
Hie  following  resolatlon,  offlered  yesterdaj 
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by  Hr.  LiHOOLN,  of  Haasaelnuetta,  was  taken 

vp  for  ooDsideration : 

Beaoived,  That  the  Frerident  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  lay  before  this  Home  (if  in  his 
opinion  it  b  not  incompatiblfl  with  the  public  intet^ 
est)  any  communications  which  nnyhaTe  been  had 
between  the  Government  of  the  Tfnited  States  and 
that  (MT  Great  Britain,  once  the  njeotlon  by  the 
former  of  the  adviswy  opinion  of  the  King  of  the 
Xetherlanda,  in  reference  to  the  eetaUishment  and 
floal  settlement  of  the  nwth-eastNii  hoondaiy  of  the 
ITnited  Statee,  heretofim  In  oontRmr^j  betvesn  the 
two  Gorommenta. 

And  thathe  also  be  reqoeated  to  commTmicate  any 
information  wUeh  he  may  possess  of  the  exorcise  of 
practical  Jurisdiction,  by  uie  authoriUes  of  the  British 
province  of  New  Brunswick,  over  the  diluted  terri- 
tory, within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Maine,  accord- 
ing to  the  true  line  of  boundarr  as  claimed  hj  the 
United  States,  and  especialty  apon  that  part  of  Uie 
territoTT  which  has  been  inoorpOTated  by  the  Oorem- 
mmt  of  Ibiue  Into  the  town  of  Ibdavarica,  togethn- 
with  euofa  repreeentationB  and  ooneqrandence  (if  any) 
as  has  been  had  by  the  Executire  of  that  State  with  the 
Qoremment  of  Uie  United  States,  on  the  sab^ei. 


Baturdjlt,  December  ST. 

ITbrtK-eatUm  Boundary. 

The  Hotise  resntned  the  oondderation  trf  the 
resolntiona  offered  by  Mr.  Lmoour,  of  Hasaa- 
ohosetta ;  and  the  resolutions  were  adopted— 
yeaa  87,  noea  77., 

United  State)  Branch  Drc^. 
TiM  Spbucbb  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing letter  from  tiie  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
1117: 

Tbusust  DxpAsnmiT, 

Sectmber  26,  1884. 
In  obedience  to  the  first  dauae  of  the  reeoln- 
ttoii  of  the  House  of  BepvesentatiTes  paesed  on  the 
lldi  instant,  duecting  the  Becretaiy  tk  the  trtaearj 
"to  communicate  to  the  House  of  Bepreseotatirea, 
as  soon  as  practic^e,  copies  of  the  correepondenoe, 
not  heretofore  oonunumcsted,  wUch  had  t^en  place 
between  him  and  the  president  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  on  Haa  snl^feot  of  the  bank  drafts," 
ka.  I  have  now  the  honor  to  submit  a  copy  of  a 
letter  on  that  subject  received  from  the  prendent  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  on  the  SStb  ultimo, 
wd  the  reply  thereto  by  this  Department  on  the  24th 
instant 

In  order  to  make  the  contents  of  both  mora  in- 
telli^ble,  and  to  include  all  probaUy  embraced  by 
the  resolution,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  precede 
them  by  a  copy  of  the  Treasury  circular,  issued  by 
tUs  Department  on  the  5th  ultimo,  and  to  which 
tiiese  lettofl  so  frequentiy  refer,  with  a  copy  of  the 
oommuuleation  of  that  date,  trammittlng  it  to  the 
bank. 

I  have  the  honor  to  renudn,  very  respectfUly,  your 
obedient  semnt, 

LEVI  WOODBUET, 
B*crttary  of  the  Tnantry. 

The  Hon.  the  Spiakxb  of  fAs 


{a.  or  B. 

Which  letter,  and  the  acoompanying  dom- 
ments,  were  laid  on  the  table  and  directed  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Httbbahd  said  this  oorrespondence  was 
of  an  important  ohanuster;  be  therefore  (by 
oonsNit)  moved  that  10,000  additional  oopiee 
be  printed ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

French  Selatumt, 
The  foUovriog  Message  was  received  from  the 
Prendent  of  the  United  States : 

7b  tht  Hmm  of  lUpretentative*  of  the  U.  B. : 

I  transmit  to  the  House  a  report  firom  the  Secretary 
of  State,  t(^ether  with  tiie  peters  relating  to  the 
refVisal  of  the  n«nch  Govenuarat  to  moke  provfrion 
for  tiie  execution  of  the  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  France,  oonduded  on  tiie  4th  July,  18S1, 
lequestedby  their  resolution  of  the  24th  mstant  < 

AMSBEW  J.A.CKSON. 
WAamraiQ]^  Jhe,  27, 18S4. 

DiFAanmT  or  Sr^n, 

W.i8Ki>on«,  JOte.  87,  1884. 

Hie  Ssontaiy  of  Bta^  to  wlmm  hu  been  rribned 
the  rescdntion  tX  Ae  House  (rf  R^resentettvea  «f 
the  24th  instant,  requesting  the  Prendent  ef  the 
Umted  States  *'  to  communicate  to  the  Bouse  (if  no^ 
ia  his  opinion,  inoompatiUe  with  the  public  interest) 
any  communications  or  correspondence  which  may 
have  takoi  jdaoe  between  our  minister  si  Paris  and 
the  Frendi  Government,  or  between  the  mfajirter 
from  France  to  this  Govenmcait  and  the  Saentaiy 
<tf  State,  on  the  sutiject  of  the  refiisil  of  the  TMm^ 
Government  to  make  providon  for  the  ezecotiM  «f 
tiie  treaty  condnded  between  the  United  States  and 
France  on  the  4tii  of  July,  1881,"  has  the  hoaat  ot 
reporting  to  tite  Freddent  copies  of  the  pqteia 
decdred  by  that  rescdntaon. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  no  authority  was  girea 
to  tather  of  the  charg^  d'affaires,  who  succeeded  Mr. 
Bives,  to  enter  into  any  coTreqjxmdence  witii  the 
F^«nch  Government  in  r^ard  to  the  merits  of  tite 
convention,  or  in  relation  to  its  execution,  except  to 
urge  the  prompt  delivery  <^  the  papers  stipulated  for 
in  the  6tb  article,  and  to  apprise  tiiat  Government 
ot  the  armwement  made  fbr  xecdving  payment  at 
the  first  instalment. 

AU  iriiidi  li  n^eotfblly  atdm^tted.   

JOHN  FOBSTTH. 
To  the  PamDsm  of  the  United  BttUe*. 

The  Message  and  docaments  accompanying  it 
were  referred  to  the  Oommittee  on  Foreign 
Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  with  an  ex* 
tra  number  of  ten  thonaand  copies. 


MoHDAT,  December  29. 
yka  Voce  EltcUen, 

The  following  resolntion,  offered  on  Wednee< 
day  last  by  Mr,  Rr7H0IJ>b,  was  taken  np  for 
consid^ation : 

Seeohed,  That  hereafter,  in  all  elections  made  by 
the  House  of  Bepreseotatives,  for  officers,  the  votes 
shall  be  given  viva  voce,  eaob  member  in  his  {daoe 
naming  uoud  the  peieon  fi»  whom  he  votes 
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[Jahuabt,  18S5. 


fbUowing  nnlntioii,  t^bred  on  Satord^ 
last  by  Mr.  Bnrra^  vas  taken  vp  for  omddfirft- 
lion: 

RetoUei,  That  the  EzeeotlTe  be  requested  to 
onse  Co  be  lud  before  this  HooBe,  as  soon  u  piw- 
ticable,  such  information  in  relation  to  the  reUtire 
poalions  of  the  province  of  Texas,  ooa  of  tbe  United 
Provinces  of  the  BepnUie  Mexico,  and  the  Goveni- 
inent  of  Uie  United  States  of  North  America,  as  may 
be  in  poaseninL  of  either  of  the  Dqwrtmenti,  not 
demed  inoompatttile  irith  the  fntereets  of  either 
of  the  two  Goremmenla;  also,  what  jntwreas  hai 
been  made  in  diatinguiahing  the  boanrary  lines 
between  thia  Gorenunent  and  &e  Republic  of  Mexico, 
which  were  to  be  run  in  conformity  with  the  stipo- 
latbats  mute  and  adered  into  between  the  Gorem- 
nent  of  E^aln  and  tfiak  of  the  United  States  aa 
rafilled  by  the  latter  bi  Congress,  m  the  2Sd  Feb- 
maiy,  1S10.  Alao,  whether  if  any  eabaeqaent 
rdations  have  been  entered  Into  between  tbe  com- 
ndadoners  of  this  and  the  Ooremment  of  Mexico, 
to  eaity  into  execation  the  conditions  of  the  abore- 
mentiooed  stlpulationi^  postoior  to  the  tecoeni- 
tkm  of  tbe  latter  Ooremment  as  an  independent 
Bepoblic. 

Mr.  Btnitk  said  he  had  ascertfuned  that  most 
of  the  ioformation  called  for  in  the  resolution 
bad  already  been  oommonioated  to  Oongreaa, 
and  he  therefore  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  W)le ; 
which  was  agreed  ta 


TcBDXT,  December  80. 

Surveyor  General  tn  lUivait. 

Mr.  Casbt,  from  the  Oommitteo  on  the  Pob- 
lie  Lands,  reported  a  bill  proTlding  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  snrreyor  general's  office  in  tho 
State  of  niinois ;  irhich  was  read  twice. 

Mr.  Gasbt  stated  that  the  establishment  of 
a  separate  snrreyor  general's  office  for  the  State 
of  lUinois  was  a  matter  of  deep  inters  to  the 
pecmle  <si  that  State ;  he  was  therefore  ezoeed- 
inglr  anxioQS  that  the  bin  shonld  be  aeted  npon 
at  tbe  present  aeanon  irf  Ooogreas,  and  hoped 
that  the  Honse  wonld  penult  the  bQl  to  be 
committed  to  the  Oommittee  of  the  "ffliole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union ;  and  acoordingly  made 
a  motion  to  that  efiEbot;  which  motun  was 
agreed  ta 

WKDHKBDATf  December  81. 

Chnaral  Lt^fayettt. 

Tbib  Spbaxbb  annoimeed  that,  mtdw  the  Jcdnt 
resolution,  the  Hoose  would  be  cfmsidered  as 
regularly  in  session,  nntil  a^onmed  in  the 
nsnal  manner,  after  the  deliven^  of  the  con- 
templated eulogy  on  the  lifo  and  character  of 
Lafayette. 

According  to  prerions  arrangement,  tiie  Sea- 
ate,  accompanied  by  the  Vice  President,  tiie 
President,  the  heads  Departmenta,  a  portton 
ctf  the  for«gn  dipkonatio  ooip^  the  jdnt  oom- 


mittee of  arrangemMitiL  and  ICr.  Jomr  Quisot 
AsAHa,  entered  the  hall  irftlie  Hotiae<tf  Bepre- 
aentativaa  at  half  past  13  o'doofc,  P.  M. 

Ifr.  HuBSABO  (the  ohairman  of  the  commit 
tee  of  arrangements  on  the  part  of  the  Boose) 
conducted  Mr.  Adams  to  tbe  Speaker's  chair, 
from  which  he  rose  and  delivered  an  addraas 
on  the  life  and  character  of  General  Lafayette^ 
which  oocnpied  about  three  hoars'  time. 

TThen  Mr.  Adaus  had  oooclnded,  the  Vice 
President  and  Selhate  retired  to  their  hall,  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  heads  of  De- 
partments, &&,  &0.,  withdrew,  and  the  Boose, 
on  motion,  a^onmed  over  to  Friday. 


(^Bnredbj 


Fbisat,  January  3,  1885. 
Otneral  LafayetU. 
The  following  Jtnnt  rescdntion. 

Mr.  HCBBABD! 

Retolved  by  the  Senate  and  Horue  of  lUprttn- 
ttOivea,  That  tbe  thanks  of  Congreae  be  presented  te 
Jomr  Qtjinct  Anucs,  for  the  appropriate  oration 
delivered  by  him  w  the  life  and  cbvacter  of  General 
La&jette,  m  the  Bepresemtataves*  hall^  before  both 
Houses  <^  Congress,  on  the  81st  day  of  December, 
ISfti,  and  that  he  be  teqoeeted  to  fiirnish  a  oop;  Sat 
publkation. 

Rttolocd,  That  the  thaiman  of  the  Jdst  com- 
mittee appointed  to  make  the  neccaaary  aningementi 
to  carry  into  effect  the  resolution  of  the  last  aeesioit 
of  this  Congiesa,  in  relatirai  to  the  death  Genenl 
La&yette,  be  requeued  to  oommniucate  to  Mr. 
ApAJia  the  afbregoing  reecdution,  reouve  his  ansnr 
thereto,  and  proent  the  aame  to  both  Honaesaf 
Congreas. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to,  nem,  du. 

Ut,  OAHBBKLssa  asked  whether  this  was  the 
proper  time  to  move  tbe  printing  oi  an  extra 
number  of  oopies  of  the  eulogy. 

Mr.  EuBBASD  replied,  that  it  was  tiioo^t 
proper  first  to  pass  the  resolution  and  receive 
an  answer,  after  which  the  oonmiittee  would 
move  the  printing  of  the  eult^,  and  of  an  ex- 
tra nnihbw  of  copies. 


Batobdat,  Jannaiy  8. 

Mra.  Sutan  Deeatur. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Susan  Decatur  and 
others  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  ViHTON  moved  its  post^nemcDt  to  fn- 
daynexL  He  said  the  bill  had,  first  and  laj^ 
occupied  at  least  nz  weeks  of  the  time  oim 
Hoose^  and  had  been  four  or  fire  times  r^jeotod. 
He  tboiuht  it  time  to  eatoUish  a  rule  that 
claims  often  r^eeted  should  yield  preoedeDOO 
to  other  etaima  <m  the  calendv. 

Mr.  Oajcbbslbno  remarked  that  the  p^^^T 
man  fh>m  Ohio  shonld  recollect  that  thw 
thongh  often  rejected,  was  r^ected  by  niiaU 
m^orities,  and  merely  because  gentlemen  coma 
not  anree  as  to  the  mode  of  distribotiiigtw 
Bom  auowed  to  the  claimants. 
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Jmunr,  1888.] 

The  question  on  the  postponement  of  the  bill 
was  decided  in  the  negative—yeas  B6. 

Mr.  QiLLBT  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  ta- 
ble, which  was  determined  in  the  affirmative— 
If  ea  96,  noes  90. 


ICoHDAT,  JaiHUuy  5. 
Iftfmee  qf  BaUimore. 

Among  the  memorialB  prfcented  this  morn- 
ing was  one  by  Hr.  MoS^  from  cit^ns  of 
Butimore,  praying  that  the  forlifioatioiu  com- 
menced some  years  since  may  be  oompletedf 
&C.   On  presenting  which, 

Mr.  UoKdc  said :  I  am  reqnested  to  present 
the  memorial  of  a  namber  of  citizens  of  Balti- 
more^ prayii^  that  the  forts,  reoommended  by 
a  board  (NF  en^neers  many  years  since  to  be 
ttwted  fat  the  d^isnoa  Baltimore,  may  be 
commeDeed,  or  snob  other  works  as  may  bo 
deemed  necessary.  Having  \h&  honor  to  repre- 
sent, in  part,  the  citazens  of  Baltimore  on  this 
floor,  I  ask  leave  of  the  Hoose  to  say  a  few 
words  in  explanation  and  support  of  the  memo- 
naL  It  is,  I  presume,  well  kiown  that  Balti- 
more is  the  emporium  of  the  State  of  Maryland, 
and  now  ranks  as  the  third  city  in  the  Union, 
in  size  and  population.  In  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britfun,  her  citizens  supported  the  rights 
of  the  nation  with  all  their  energy ;  and  when 
A  powerfdl  British  army,  under  the  command 
of  a  snco^ful  general,  luided  at  North  Point, 
In  1814,  to  capture  the  dty,  her  tdtizens,  both 
old  and  yoong,  marched  to  meet  the  invading 
foe.  A  battle  ensued;  the  commanding  general 
of  the  enemy  was  dahi,  and  Baltimore  nad  to 
deplore  the  loss  of  a  number  of  her  brave  oiti- 
sens.  The  enemy  retreated,  witbout  accom- 
plishing the  object  for  which  they  came ;  peace 
took  place  shortly  after ;  and  the  Government 
appointed  a  board  of  engineers  to  examine  and 
report  on  euch  places  as  might  reqnire  works 
of  defence.  The  board  reported  in  1821,  and 
among  others,  recommended  two  works,  of 
the  first  and  seoood  class,  to  be  erected  for  the 
defence  of  Baltimore ;  the  first  class  to  be  com- 
menced as  wxm.  as  ponible,  and  the  second  at  a 
later  period,  lldneen  yeara  have  passed  ^ce 
this  r^rt  was  made,  and,  while  a  great  num- 
ber of^  the  works  recommended  in  the  report 
have  been  commenced  and  nearly  cconpleted,  I 
regret  to  state  that  those  mentioned  for  Balti- 
more have  been  entirely  passed  over.  The 
oanse  I  know  not ;  but  the  fact  is  so.  Surely 
the  lives  and  property  of  the  citizens  of  Balti- 
more are  as  much  entitied  to  protection  from 
this  Government  as  those  in  any  other  part  of 
the  Union.  The  entire  property  at  risk  in  Bal- 
timore may  be  estimated  at  one  hundred  mil- 
UoDB  of  ddlars,-and  only  (me  fort  to  protect  the 
harbor,  and  that,  as  I  am  informed,  not  in  as 
good  a  condition  at  {jresent  as  at  the  close  ot 
the  late  war.  The  citizens  of  Baltimore  place 
evw7  dependenoe  m  the  jmtioe  of  Ckaimaa^ 
ind  expect  that  the  eame  proteotioi  wm  be 


[H.  or  B. 

afforded  to  Baltimore  as  has  been  ^ven  to  tiie 
neighboring  cities,  and  other  pomts  of  the 
Urnim. 


TuBBDAT,  January  6. 

Eulogy  <m  CfeMral  Lafayette. 

Mr.  HcBBASD,  from  the  Joint  committee  ap- 
pointed on  that  snbject,  reported  the  following 
owrespondence  between  tiie  joint  committee 
and  John  Qctinot  Adams,  on  tLe  subject  of  the 
address  d^vered  by  the  latter  on  the  life  and 
character  of  General  Lafoyette. 

To  the  Hon.  Jomf  Qimnnr  Ajuvb: 
Sim:  We  have  the  honor  to  present  to  you  ofBciil 

001^  of  the  joint  resolutions  adopted  by  the  S^iate 
and  House  of  RepresentaUres  on  the  2d  imUat, 
expresmng  the  tha^  of  Congresa  for  the  appropriate 
oration  deUvered  by  you  in  the  Hall  of  Kepresemtar 
tives  on  the  SIst  ultimo,  on  the  life  and  character 
of  General  La&yette,  and  snthoridng  a  request  to  be 
nude  to  you  for  a  copy  (tf  it  for  pobUoation, 

Having  shated  the  Ugh  grawScation  <^  hearing 
the  otatfoi,  we  take  pleasure,  in  poisoanee  of  tiie 
second  of  the  joint  resolutiona,  in  reqaeeting  you  to 
iuniiBh  a  copy  of  ^  oradon  for  publicaUon. 

We  have  the  honor  to  he,  with  great  respect,  your 
obedient  serrantfl, 

HKNRT  CLAT,  CKairman 
€f  (he  eommittte  on  tht  part  of  tht  8«Mlk. 

HENRY  HDBBAIU);  Chaiimim 
^  the  eommitkt  on  t^e  part  ^  At  Smue. 

JuTDiaT  Stb,  1880. 


To  Xesars.  Hkket  Gut  and  Hknit  Hubbabd, 
Chiunnen  of  the  joint  committee  of  amngements  o£ 
the  Senate  and  House  of  BepreaentaUvea  of  the 
United  Sutcs,  to  carry  into  efltect  the  resolutitm  q£ 
Congress  in  relation  to  the  death  of  Genetnl 
Labyette: 

OnraLxim:  I  reodved,  with  de^  Bensilnlltn 
your  commnnication  of  the  Jdut  resohition  of  bom 

Houses  of  Gonpees,  xnpon  the  oration  delivered  be- 
fore them  on  the  life  and  idiaracter  of  Lafayette : 

The  kind  Indulgence  with  which  they  have  accepted 
the  endeavor  to  give  efffect  to  their  purpose  of  paying 
a  last  tribute  of  national  gratitude  and  affection  to 
the  memory  of  a  great  buie&ctor  of  our  country: 
will  be  impressed  upon  my  heart  to  ttie  last  hour  <u 
my  life. 

With  this  sentiment,  I  shall  take  pleasure  in 
flimlflhing,  as  requested,  a  copy  of  the  address  for 
publica^D. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  with  ttie  highest  reject,  your 
fbOow-dwen  and  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  QUiycr  ABAUS. 

yir.  HuBBABD  remarked  that  the  oration  was 
now  under  the  control  of  the  House.  It  had 
been  eonfddered  by  tiie  joint  committee  that  it 
wonld  be  most  proper  for  each  House  to  act  in- 
dependentiy  in  regard  to  having  it  printed,  inaa- 
much  as  there  was  no  printer  to  Oongreaa.  He 
adnd  leave  to  ^eaeat  the  following  readtntion : 
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Whereaa  it  was  resolyed,  at  the  Uct  session  of  Con- 
gras,  that  JoHM  Q.  AsiJis  be  requested  to  deliver 
■It  oration  oa  the  life  and  character  of  General  hahj- 
ette,  before  the  two  Housea  of  Congress ;  and,  m 
pnimance  of  that  reeolution,  and  sim^?  odier  reso- 
lutions which  hare  been  snMeqaeBt^  adopted,  Ur. 
Adams,  on  Wednesday,  the  81st  day  of  Deoember, 
18S4,  in  tbe  hall  of  the  House  of  Representatircs,  and 
hi  the  presence  of  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  also 
hi  the  presence  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
and  the  heads  of  the  respectiTe  Departments  of  the 
general  Ooremment,  and  of  a  most  numerous  assem- 
bly of  citizens,  did  delirer  an  oration 'replete  with 
those  pure  and  patriotic  sentiments  which  will  be 
■tcredly  dmish«l  by  eret7  trae  and  enlightened 
American ;  the  House  of  Representatires  was  satisfied 
with  tbe  manner  in  which  Mr.  Adamb  has  performed 
the  duty  asngned  him,  and,  denrous  of  ooounoid- 
cating,  "  through  the  medium  of  the  press,"  those 
principles  which  have  been  by  him  so  ably  discussed, 
as  well  as  their  sentiments  of  respect  for  the  distin- 
niabed  character,  and  thdr  lentimenti  of  gratitude 
fat  tbe  deroted  Mrrleesi  of  I^fayette,  iriudi  have 
been  Um  on  tins  occauon  so  fiuthfiilly  expressed, 
have  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

RaeiheJL,  That  copies  of  tbe  oration  be  printed 

for  the  use  of  the  House. 

Ifr.  Feabox.  ot  Rhode  Island,  moved  to  fill 
the  blank  in  the  resdation  with  10,000  copies; 
Hr.  PiHOKHST  proposed  20,000;  Mr.  Bbowk 
n^ied  60,000 ;  and  Hr.  Killbb  40,000. 

The  question  was  first  put  on  the  largest  nam- 
her,  and  carried— yeas  60,  nays  61. 

Ur.  Etans,  of  Kaine,  saggested  that  the 
oration  ought  to  be  printed  on  better  paper, 
and  with  more  neatness  than  the  ordinary  doca- 
ments  which  mre  ordered  br  &e  Hooso.  He 
therefiire  moved  to  amend  we  resolution,  br 
direodiw  that  tSie  printing  should  be  ezeented 
under  the  direotitm  of  the  ctmvnittee  aj^dnted 
1)7  the  House. 

The  resolution,  as  amended,  was  then  agreed  to. 

^ael  for  the  Poor  ^  Washinffton. 

Mr.  PiNCENKT  asked  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  ofi'er  a  reeolntion,  which  be 
thought  would  meet  with  no  objection,  when 
it  was  understood  to  relate  to  uie  (Ustressed 
rituotion  of  the  poor  of  this  city. 

Ko  objection  being  made.  Hr.  P.  o£fered  the 
foUowing  resolution ;  which  was  agreed  to,  by 
a  vote  of  66  to  00 : 

Retolvsd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  ZHstriet  of 
OdnmUa  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and 
Instmoted  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  fuel  ibaX  may 
be  necessary  for  the  immediate  relief  of  the  sufl^ng 
poor  of  Wa^ngtOQ,  and  to  {dace  the  same  at  the 
diqiosal  of  the  oorpwattot  for  that  pmposcb 

Claim  on  Mexico. 
The  Spbaxsb  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing Heesagea,      from  the  Preddent  of  the 
United  States: 

Ta  the  Souu  of  SepretentaUw : 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatiTes,  passed  on  the  24th  ultimo,  I  transmit  a  re- 
port from  ue  Secretary  (tf  State  upon  tbe  subject. 

ANBBEW  JACKSON. 


[JAMnutr,  188B, 

DspABTmn  or  Qtatx, 

Washihoton,  Jan.  B,  18<S. 
The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
resolution  of  the  House  of  BepresentatiTes  of  the 
24th  ultimo,  requesting  the  President  *'  to  communi- 
cate to  that  House  such  inftmnation  as  he  may  Iutc^ 
and  which,  In  his  q)tnion,  may  be  proper  to  be  com- 
municated, and  not  incompatible  with  the  public  In- 
terest, showing  tbe  steps  wbidi  have  been  taken,  and 
the  progreaa  irtiioh  has  been  made.  In  eSfecUng  an 
adjustment  and  satisfiu^on  of  the  dunu  of  Ameri- 
can dtizens  upon  th%  Vezican  GoTemment,"  has  tbe 
honor  to  report  that,  in  porsaanoe  of  instruetions 
from  tlda  Department,  various  r«>reeent8ti(«a  hare 
been  made  to  the  OoTemment  of  United  Mexican 
States,  from  time  to  time,  br  the  minister  of  tbe 
United  States  m  that  RepubUc ;  that,  owing  to  the 
condition  of  the  country,  they  ttare  hitlwrto  been  with- 
out success ;  but  that,  in  the  minister's  latest  di^mtdi, 
dated  the  20th  October  last,  he  expresses  the  opimon 
that  tiie  st^  of  aSUrs  will  be  such,  after  the  then 
^>proacbing  meeting  of  the  Mexican  OragreBS  In 
January,  as  wfll  enable  him  to  dose,  in  a  salafhctoiy 
manner,  the  nt^otiations  now  pendi^.  AHwhldiis 
respeotmly  submitted. 

JOHNFOBSYTH. 

^«rtA-Mi<sn»  Boundary. 
7b  the  SouM  ofBepremiiaHMM  of  fib  UmttdBMa  : 

In  answer  to  a  resolution  of  me  House  <tf  Bqw^ 
sentatives  passed  on  the  Sfth  ultimo,  I  transmit  a 
report  made  to  me  by  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the 
sulgect ;  and  I  have  to  acquaint  the  House  that  the 
n^otiotion  for  the  settlement  of  the  north-eastern 
boundary  bdng  now  in  progress,  it  would,  in  my 
opinion,  be  incompatible  with  tbe  public  interest  to 
lay  before  the  House  any  communications  whitdi  itave 
been  bad  between  tlie  two  Qorermnents  dnoe  the 
period  alluded  to  fn  the  resdution. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

WABmaoTOH,  January  6|  1S88. 

Seport  to  fha  JPMZmt «/  th»  VniUi  l^aUt, 
DiPABTmrr  or  Stats, 
Washutotov,  January  6,  1S8S. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
resolution  of  the  House  of  BefH^sentatiTcs  of  the 
27th  ultimo,  requesting  tiie  President  to  lay  before 
the  House,  if  in  his  opinion  it  ts  not  inoompatilde 
with  tbe  voitilie  hiterest,  any  communications  which 
may  have  men  liad  Iietween  tlie  Govemment  of  the 
United  States  and  tiiat  d  Aeot  Brit^  since  the 
rdectlon  by  the  former  of  the  adrisoty  oinnion  of  the 
King  of  the  Netherlands,  in  reference  to  tbe  estab- 
lishment and  final  settiement  of  the  north-eastern 
boundary  of  the  United  States  heretofore  hi  oontro- 
versy  between  the  two  OoTemmmts ;  and  also  r»> 
questing  the  President  to  oommnnteate  any  Infonnop 
tion  he  may  possess  of  the  ezeidse  of  pramcal  Juri» 
diction  by  the  auth<Hities  of  the  British  provinee  of 
New  Brunswick  over  the  disputed  territory  within  tlie 
lunits  of  the  State  of  Mahie,  according  to  the  true 
line  of  boundary  as  dsimed  by  the  United  States,  and 
ei^>eoially  upon  tiiat  part  of  the  territotr  which  bos 
been  incorporated  liy  the  Govenunent  of  lUne  into 
tlie  town  of  Hodawaslca ;  togetiier  with  such  repra* 
sentotions  and  correspondence  0^  "n?) 
had  by  the  Sxecutive  of  that  State  with  the  GoTem- 
ment  of  the  United  States  on  the  subject— has  the 
hoDartoiqort  Oat  thaDvartmeBthsaHhdlDaur 
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tk>n  which  hu  not  alread;  been  lud  before  the  Houae^ 
of  the  ezerose  of  pnctical  jnriBdiction  b;  the  anthori- 
tiee  of  the  Britiah  proyince  of  New  Bmaswi^  orer 
the  disputed  territory  within  the  limha  of  the  State 
«f  lUne,  nor  may  otber  repreeentatioD  or  oorenwad- 
enoe  bad  by  the  Executive  of  that  State  with  the 
Gomnment  <^  the  United  Ststes  on  that  snlgeet 
BepreeentationB  were  made  to  thie  Department  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  year  188S,  by  the  British  minis- 
ter at  WaoUiuton,  on  the  part  of  the  authuitiea  of 
New  BnuKwiot,  oomdidniDg  of  InfticdoDB  of  the 
anderatanding  aobeistmg  between  the  two  Govem- 
menta  in  remd  to  the  diapated  territory.  These 
CMnplaints,  howerer,  on  being  refored  to  the  Got- 
emors  of  Maine  and  HaaBadiuaettB  for  exj^anaUon, 
were  believed  to  be  without  just  grounds.  There  was 
no  complidnt  on  the  part  of  Maine,  and  the  ooirespond- 
ence  which  took  place  on  the  occasion  is  not  sopposed 
to  be  within  the  scope  of  the  reeolotion  of  the  House. 

As  the  n^;otiatioa  between  the  United  States  and 
Qreat  Britain,  iriiidi  was  commenced  in  accordance 
with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  after  the  r^ection  of 
tbe  adrieory  opinion  of  the  King  of  the  Netherlands, 
fbr  the  establishment  of  tbe  north-eastern  bonndan,  is 
now  in  progress,  it  is  submitted  to  Hie  Freaideot 
whether  it  would  be  compatible  with  the  pnUio  inter- 
ast  to  lay  before  the  House  any  eommaidcaaoniirtdiJi 
hare  passed  betwoMi  the  two  Qorenunents  on  the 
l^ect 

i  wUoh  Is  napaetlbUy  nlanitted. 

JOHK  fOBSTTH. 


,  Fbidat,  January  0. 

Wathiniftcn^t  Papert, 
The  following  joint  resolation,  yesterday 
offered  by  Mr.  E.  Etkbstt,  was  read  a  third 
time : 

"Beit  ruotved  by  tht  Senate  and  Souse  of  Btpre- 
amtaXive*  of  th«  VniUd  State*  of  America  in  Gon' 
ante  oeaembM,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be,  and 
he  hereto  is^  authorized  and  directed  to  pomtt  Jared 
Sputa  to  retain  the  papers  of  General  Waahiogton, 
now  in  his  poesesrion,  in  rirtue  of  a  contract  and 
agreement  with  the  late  Bushrod  Wasfaiiuton,  until 
be  shall  have  completed  tbe  publication  <Hthe  works 
of  General  Washington,  on  wluchhe  iaiuiw  ennged, 
or  until  otherwise  ordered  by  Congress;  sua  that 
the  Secretary  of  State  be  andwrized  and  cUtected 
fcrihirith  to  pay  to  Geome  0.  Wadiington  die  bal- 
ance of  the  money  due  to  mm  under  the  act  approved 
on  tbe  80th  day  of  June,  1884,  for  the  purchase  of 
tiis  books  and  pqwn  of  Qeoeral  Washington." 

lb*.  fouoKir  Jons  begged  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Hasaaohasetts  what  amoont  of  mon- 
67  had  been  already  pfud  t 

Mr.  E.  Etkbkit  saad  |20,000  out  of  |25,000, 
the  Bom  agreed  apon. 

The  yeas  and  nays  baring  been  ordered,  the 
qneetion  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
BwatiTe— jeas  87,     s  101. 

So  aba  rewdiition  was  njeoted. 

SiianiBiMLT,  Jtssaarj  10. 

Dhit«d  State$  Sank  JTottt. 

Ifr.  Pole,  ftom  the  0(Hmnittee  of  Wajs  <uid 
Means,  reported  the  following  bill : 


X  BXUi  to  mqxnd,  oon<Bti«iBlIy,  the  reeript  of 
the  Mils  and  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  and  its  branches,  hi  payment  <tf  debts  to  the 
United  States. 

Se  it  enacted  hf  the  Senate  and  Snae  of  Jiepn- 
teniativet  of  the  United  State*  of  Ameriea  in  Con' 
greet  futembled,  That,  from  and  after  the  pasung  of 
this  act,  the  bills  or  notes  of  tbe  Bank  of  tbe  Umted 
States  made  payaUe,  or  wbldi  shall  have  becmne  pay* 
ablff  on  dwwMiif.  ht^  *'MWiTwWli>  ***y  pM""'f  iil 
to  the Uidted States:  PmMad,  niatlflhesBldBank 
of  the  Uidted  States  shall  pay  into  the  treasury  the 
full  amoont  td  dividends  of  property  on  the  capital 
stodc  of  Beii  bank,  owned  by  the  United  States, 
heretofore  withheld  &om  the  treasury  by  said  bank, 
it  shall,  Qpcoi  BQch  payment  into  the  treaeory,  be  tbe 
duty  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  anfboriie 
the  rec^  of  swdi  bills  or  notes  In  payments  to  the 
United  Nates  for  a  period  extending  to  flte  endiatlm 
of  the  charter  of  sidd  bank  «i  the  8d  day  «  Kadi, 
in  the  year  1886. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  oonmiitted  to  a 
Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on  12m  state  <rf  tiie 
Unicm. 

Mr.  Poix,  on  leave,  moved  to  print  a  state- 
ment prepared  the  Beoretary  of  the  Traas- 
nry,  of  the  rate  of  domeetio  exohaoge,  as 
ohai^^  by  the  Bank  of  the  Umted  States  and 
its  branches,  and  the  different  local  banks  in 
the  Union. 

Mr.  UoEiNLKT  moved  that  10,000  extn  o(^«a 
be  printed;  which  was  agreed  ta 


Mqhsit,  January  13. 

Mr.  TouHa  presented  a  memcnial  far  the 
erection  of  a  mMunnent  to  the  menuny  of 
Captain  Nathan  Hale. 

Mr.  Y.  observed  that  the  memorial  was  from 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Ooventry,  in 
Oonnecticat,  the  birthplace  of  Obtain  Nauian 
Hale.  He  presomed  the  mere  mention  of  the 
name  woold  bring  to  mind  the  prominent  event 
in  his  history,  that  which  terminated  his  career, 
and  signally  marked  him  both  a  victim  and 
martyr  in  uie  cause  of  onr  independence.  It 
will  be  recollected  that  his  oharaotw,  his  ser- 
vioea,  and  his  fiite,  bear  a  striking  resemblance 
to  those  of  the  lamented  M^Jor  Andre.  Both 
were  young  and  highly  accomplished  o£9oers — 
brave,  ohivalrons,  and  enthosiaatio  for  honw 
and  the  g^ory  d  their  respective  ooimtries: 
both  were  sdeoted  hj  theu-  respective  oom- 
maodera  to  discharge  a  service  most  difficult  and 
bazardons,  and  most  important  to  the  armies 
and  nations  to  which  they  belonged ;  1>oth,  wiUi 
address,  had  nearly  accomplished  their  objects, 
and  nearly  reached  the  ^al  of  safety,  when 
they  were  recognized,  arrested,  and  execated 
as  spies.  Widehr  different,  however,  has  been 
the  regard  which  has  been  pud  to  their  memo- 
ries and  name*. 

The  oharaotOT  of  Andre  Is  renowned  throogh- 
odt  iht  dviliied  votld,  and  Ida  name  beoixDw 
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almost  a  symbol  of  h<mor  and  sympathy ;  while 
tiid  name  of  Hale  ia  almost  fbi^tten  even  by 
lus  own  countrymen.  And  while  poets  and 
historians,  even  of  car  oonntry,  seem  to  Tie 
with  each  other  in  celebrating  the  virtaea  ai^ 
nntimely  end  of  the  British  Andre,  the  name 
of  the  American  Andre  seems  only  to  be  broneht 
forward  to  show  the  connecting  links  and  de- 
pendency of  events  in  the  histoTy  of  bis  times. 
While  pilgrim^es  are  made  to  uie  spot  where 
Andre  met  his  nte,  and  to  the  grave  where  his 
aabM  repose,  and  a  prond  moimmeiit  to  bis 
memory  ezpressee  the  gratttade  of  his  oonntry, 
not  one  stone  has  been  lud  i^ran  another  to  tell 
where  Nathan  Bale  was  bom,  en*  where  he  died, 
or  where  his  body  sleeps,  or  to  signify  for  what 
oonntry  he  laid  down  bis  life,  lamenting  that 
be  had  not  another  life  to  lay  down  for  it. 

The  neglect  and  forgetfiilness  of  his  oonntry- 
men  to  the  worth  and  memory  of  Oaptain  Hale, 
and  enhanced  by  this  stronff  contrast  continu- 
ally before  them  and  the  wo^d,  have  been  deep- 
ly felt  by  bis  relatives.  Bat  they  do  not  peti- 
tion here.  The  inhabitants  of  his  native  town, 
by  their  manorial,  bd(^^  that  some  national 
recognition  of  his  eemoes,  character,  and  fate, 
ia  due  to  his  memory,  and  the  honor  of  his 
oonntry ;  and  pray  that,  as  the  place  his 
interment  is  not  Imown,  some  suitable  mouu- 
ment  may  be  erected,  in  the  name  of  the  nation, 
in  his  native  town,  m  the  bniial  place  of  bis 
anoostora. 


TnuDAT,  January  18. 
7^  PttbUe  Mmegt. 

Ur.  Gamblk  moved  the  ooodderation  of  the 
fbllowing  resfdutioi^  heretofore  offered  by  him : 

BtMolvei,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Tretsory  be 
Elected  to  digest  and  pmiare,  and  ctnnmonlcate  to 
this  House,  a  detailed  phm  irtildi  the  public 
revenue  of  the  United  %ates  may  be  collected,  eafdy 
kept,  and  disbureed,  without  the  agency  of  a  bank  or 
banks,  either  State  or  national. 

Ifr.  GAMBLE  was  anxious,  he  said,  that  tins 
resolution  should  be  adopted  without  delay,  as 
the  subject  was  about  to  come  before  the  House 
in  the  form  of  a  bill  tram  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.  He  hoped  the  House  wotdd 
Indulge  him  in  taking  up  the  resolution  now. 

Otgectioos  being  made,  Mr.  Ot.  moved  the  sus- 
pendon  (A  the  rules,  in  order  to  t^e  up  his 
resolution ;  which  motion  was  r^eoted. 


Wbd^tesdat,  January  14. 

Yiva  Voce  EUetiont. 

Mr.  Betnolds  rose  and  remarked  that,  some 
weeks  since,  he  had  offered  a  resolutioi^  hav- 
ing for  Its  object  to  change  the  rule  of  the 
House  in  regu^  to  the  mode  of  electing  its 
officers — requiring  that  the  vote  hereafter 
should  be  viva  com,  instead  of  by  ballot  He 
did  not  wiah  to  urge  this  snlfject  on  the  otm- 


[Jiiniur,  18B8u 

sideration  of  the  House ;  but  supposed  that  it 
would  be  as  well  to  ^^HWe  oT  it  ^  this  as  at 
any  other  time.  It  required  no  Eroat  dcfibera- 
tion  to  arrive  at  a  proper  condnnm  on  ft.  Ha 
therefore  moved  to  take  it  up. 

Mr.  WiLUAus  objected. 

Mr.  Retholda  then  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  role,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  ; 
which  were  ordered,  and  were — yeas  94,  nays 
87. 

Two-tUrds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the 
motion  to  Bospend  the  rules  was  therefore  neg- 
atived. 


Thubsdat,  January  16. 
Ship  Channel  around  the  Falli  of  Niagara. 

Mr.  Hard  presented  the  petition  of  dtizens 
of  Niagara  county,  in  the  Mate  of  Kew  To-k, 
for  the  survey  of  a  ship  fth^^in^l  aronnd  the  fan* 
of  Niagara. 

In  presenting  this  petition,  Mr.  H.  said  he 
shonla  move  the  reading  and  printing  thereof 
It  would  be  rec(dleoted  that  the  Oommittee  on 
Roads  and  Oanals,  at  the  last  session,  reported 
a  bill,  now  on  your  table^  making  pnnwm  for 
the  survey,  examination,  and  estimate,  for  con- 
stmcting  ih&  various  projects  ther^  mention- 
edj  at  the  head  of  whioh  was  the  project  for  a 
ship  channel  around  the  fiUls  of  Magara.  A 
survey  of  this  prefect  had  already  been  par- 
tially made  by  an  association  of  private  gentie- 
men,  at  their  own  ex]>ense ;  sufficiently  accurate, 
however,  to  test  its  practicability,  and  a  favor- 
able and  flattering  report  made,  strongly  recom- 
mending that  prcgect.  The  national  importance 
of  this  prcrject  has  been  long  and  universally 
acknowkdffed,  and  its  necessity  as  a  naU<nial 
work  has  become  the  more  ohvioaa,  from  the 
fact  that  our  Oanadian  friends  have  constructed 
a  similar  one  across  the  peninsula  lying  be- 
tween Lakes  Erie  and  Ontuio  on  the  Canadian 
qide.  From  the  importance  of  the  project,  bodi 
to  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor,  in  par^ 
to  represent,  and  to  the  nation  at  large,  I  move 
that  the  petition  be  read,  referred  to  the  Oom- 
mittee on  Beads  and  Canals,  and  printed ;  and 
it  was  ordered  according. 

Ibrt^fieation  Mil. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pole,  then 
passed  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

The  fiirtifioatim  bill  coming  up,  and  the  ques- 
tion bdng  on  its  engroaament, 

iSr.  EvmiT  moved  In  the  House  the  amend- 
ment which  he  had  oSbred  in  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole,  proposing  the  q>propriation  of  $^,000 
for  the  r^air  of  the  fort  on  Gastie  lBbai4  in 
Boston  bay.  He  supported  the  motion  by  quot- 
ing a  report  from  the  War  Department,  stating 
the  necessity  of  the  fort,  and  also  that  the  other 
fort  already  ordered  on  George's  Island  would 
not  be  a  sulMtitote  for  this  one,  as  the  ono  would 
he  needed  for  the  inner,  the  other  for  tiie  outer 
harbor. 
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Ifr.  GkntHAM  read  to  tiie  Hoiue  from  the  re- 
port of  Colonels  Totten  and  Thayer,  who  had 
sorreyed  the  harbor,  in  referenoe  to  the  means 
ci  ita  military  defence.  He  aooompanied  it 
with  a  few  brief  remarka  in  support  d  the 
motion  of  his  colleague. 

'Mr.  Fatx  replied,  denying  that  any  estimates 
had  been  sent  to  the  committee  frxim  the  De- 
partment of  War,  as  the  bads  of  an  application 
for  apiMTopriatiou.  The  report  of  Oolonels 
Totten  and  Thiver  was  not  aanotioned  by  the 
flDthority  ot  the  Dcpartmeut ;  it  rested  on  their 
responBllHlity<  The  increase  of  expense  for 
fortifioaticms  had  <^^nated  in  the  Honse,  not 
vi&  the  Department,  and  he  called  on  the 
Honse  to  resist  the  praiotiM.  Let  the  ^propri- 
atioQs  be  kept  down  to  the  amoout  of  estunates. 
He  read  from  fhe  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
Var. 


Fbidat,  January  16. 
SHn     Richard  W.  Maade. 

On  motion  of  2ir.  Abohkb,  the  Honse  resolv- 
ed itaelf  into  a  OomiDittee(tfth6miole,(Ur. 
'W'ahd  in  the  ohair,}  and  took  vp  and  cbirader- 
ed  the  UIl  for  the  relief  of  the  I^al  represent- 
atives of  Kchard  V.  Ueade. 

Til.  AsonsB  enpported  the  ol^m  at  some 
Imgth,  going  into  a  minnte  detfdl  of  all  the 
drcnmsbuices  ont  of  which  it  grew.  The 
Government  of  the  United  States  had  pnt  it 
ont  oi  ibo  power  of  the  diumant  to  collect  this 
debt  from  Spdn,  by  the  solemn  stipnlations  of 
a  treaty.  In  pnrsnance  of  these  stipolationSj 
our  Government  had  received  a  certahi  sum  of 
money  for  various  claims,  including  this,  and 
paid  out  the  whole  amonnt  to  others  than  tlie 
present  claimant. 

Ur.  Pole  r^retted  thai  some  membm  of 
the  omnmittee  nai  not  prepared  tiiemselves  to 
meet  this  Idll.  It  was  an  dA  acquaintance  in 
the  Honae,  and  had  long  ago  been  rejected  by 
a  vote  of  more  than  two  to  one.  Mr.  F.  op- 
posed the  validity  of  ib»  dum,  at  considerable 
length,  and  gave  a  snodnct  statement  of  the 
former  proceedings  both  of  Oongreas  and  of  a 
commission  appointed  for  the  purpose  several 
years  ago,  in  reference  to  it.  If  the  House 
adopted  this  bill,  they  would  be  reopeniog  a 
mass  of  claims  to  an  amount  of  not  less  than 
thirty-nine  millions  of  dotlara,  which  would 
come  under  the  same  inindpto.  lit,  F.  also 
(Kmtended  tiiat  there  was  no  ad^mal  evidence 
presented  at  this  time  more  than  was  before  the 
Danish  oommisnon,  and  on  wbidi  tibey  had 
heretofne  a^dicatocL  and  appealed  to  the 
honorable  chairman  of  the  oonunittee  if  this 
was  not  BO. 

Mr.  AsxmsR  said,  if  tlie  bill  should  pass,  he 
was  given  to  understand  that  additional  testi- 
mony would  be  adduced. 

Mr.  Folk  stud,  then  he  was  right ;  there  was 
no  other  evidence  bef<:»«  the  House  than  was 
before  the  oommisaon,  and,  by  passing  the  biH, 
the  Honea  would  be  entertuning  an  appeal  from 


[H.  or  B. 

a  tribunal  of  its  own  creation,  to  the  hazard  of 
many  millions  of  the  publio  treasure.  Mr.  P. 
said,  if  be  could  believe  there  was  one  dollar 
due  to  tills  individual  claimant,  he  would  cheer- 
fully lend  his  feeble  aid  towards  its  recovery. 
He  sincerely  desired  strict  justice  to  every 
American  citizen.  He  oonduded  by  express- 
ing a  wish  tiiat  the  bill  mi^ht  not  be  decided 
upon  to-day,  but  a  farther  tmie  mi^t  be  j^vea 
for  its  invMRgation. 

Mr.  Abohbb  asked  for  the  reading  of  the  bill, 
by  wbidh  tiie  House  would  perceive  that  It  em- 
braced no  appn^riation,  but  simply  directed 
an  investigation  to  be  made  by  tiie  Attorn^ 
General  and  two  auditors. 

The  bill  having  been  read  by  the  Clerk, 

Mr.  Pole  called  for  the  reading  of  the  bill 
of  1828,  which  having  been  done,  Mr.  F.  said 
the  first  two  sections  of  both  bills  were  the 
same,  but  the  one  before  the  House  contained 
a  provision  for  the  paymwt  of  the  claim,  should 
a  deotsion  be  made  in  its  favor,  which  was  not 
in  the  former  one. 

Mr.  Aboheb  Sfdd  he  was  not  aware  b^<we 
that  the  bill  contained  a  clause  for  the  payment 
of  the  claim.  He  moved  tbat  this  dauae  be 
stricken  out, 

Hi.  Evebxtt,  of  Massaohussetts,  called  for 
the  reading  of  a  document  which  had  some 
bearing  on  the  qucBtion.  The  report  of  the 
committee  of  1826  was  then  read  by  the  Olerk. 

Mr.  K  said  it  was  true  that  the  bill  of  1828 
was  lost  by  a  vote  of  two  to  one,  but  he  would 
remind  the  House  that,  in  1828,  the  same  bill 
passed  by  a  nu^ority  of  not  less  than  two  to 
one,  and  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see voted  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Folk  said  the  hill  of  1826  was  brought 
on  at  a  late  honr  of  the  evening,  at  the  heel  of 
the  session,  and  he  woold  admit  that  he  did 
votes,  as  perhaps  others  did,  in  the  dark,  as  to 
the  facts,  and  without  having  g^ven  the  subject 
due  ezazobiation.  Mr.  F.  also  remembered  that 
his  vote  was  quoted  against  him  on  the  occasion 
o£  the  rejection  of  the  bill  of  1828,  and  he  then 
gave  a  similar  explanation. 

Mr.  EvKBSTT  continued  to  advocate  the 
claim;  which,  he  contended,  was  founded  in 
truth  and  justice,  and  rested  upon  its  own  me- 
rits, witiiout  reference  to  the  other  clums  al- 
leged by  the  gentieman  from  Tennessee  to  be 
involved  i^  the  same  prindple.  He  could  see 
no  evil  that  could  result  from  ita  reference  to  a 
board  fin- investigation. 

Ui.  Habdin  said  he  resetted  tbat  bnnneea 
of  another  ciharactw  had  compelled  him  to  be 
absent  during  the  greater  part  of  this  discussion ; 
but  he  denred  to  ^ve  his  sentiments  on  this 
olidm,  since  it  was  one  which  he  had  investi- 
gated at  a  former  seefdon.  He  would  proceed, 
if  it  was  the  pleasure  of  tiie  committee,  bnt  as 
the  hoar  was  utte,  he  moved  that  the  committee 
rise. 

The  motion  hung  agreed  to,  the  committee 
rose,  reported  progress  and  obtained  leave  to 
rit  again. 


PBBATBS  Qg  CONGBESS. 

Sein  ^  SixJiard  W.  Mead». 
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Mr.  RnvoLM  nlmiUted  the  foUowing 

lation: 

Ruolvti,  Tbftt  the  Commtttae  on  the  JndMary  be 
hMtrneted  to  iaqob*  faito  the  enetUiiier  of  eztand- 
fag  the  Menl  JwUderr  to  ell  the  flUlee  to  the 
Uokn  dike,  end  leport  thereoiL 

Jir.  B.  renurked  tlut  he  did  not  pretend  to 
be  more  petriotie  ud  more  aUe  to  brlur  this 
mitfeet  before  the  House  then  aaj  other  Bepre- 
■entitlTe  from  the  new  Stilee;  bat  he  ooidd 
not  remdn  e  dirintererted  qMbrttv,  and  knov 
that  the  nev  Btetee  were  not  <m  an  equi  foot- 
ing with  the  other  Btetei.  He  was  rtlsed  in 
one  of  the  new  States,  and  knowing  and  expo- 
riencing  H»  feelinn  and  litoation  of  them,  in 
this  respect,  be  ooiud  not  rest  satisfied  on  tide 
sabjeot  until  all  ei^ojed  the  same  nriTileges 
and  advmntages.  The  new  States  oonid  not  tax 
the  sou  withiii  their  limits  like  the  otiier  States, 
and,  in  fact,  labored  nnder  many  inoonTenienoes 
whioh  the  latter  did  not  He  oono^red  that 
the  mere  mention  of  this  sobJect  was  tnffident 
to  enaUe  this  enligbteDed  body  to  do  Jostioe  to 
the  new  BtataL  and  that  was  all  be  dsdivdor 
asked. 

Mr.  Abobbb  obeerred  that  the  raljjeot  was 
already  brong^t  before  the  Oommittee  on  the 
Judiciary  by  the  meesage  of  the  President, 

It  bemg  ftarther  saggested  that  a  bill  on  this 
mbjeot  was  in  a  state  of  preparation- 
Mr.  RirroLDs  remarked,  that  he  was  not 
heretofore  aware  of  these  mots.  But,  as  thB 
subject  was  before  the  Oommittee  on  the  Jadi- 
oia^,  the  oMect  was  answered,  and  be  would 
thannm  wiudraw  the  reMdntMO. 


IfoHikiT,  January  19. 

Okenta$Mimorial 

Ur.  E.  ETBSiTt  presented  the  memorial  of  a 
oonneil  hdd  at  Banning  Waters,  in  the  Chero- 
kee nation.  State  of  Gewgia,  Norember  38, 
188S,  and  aooompanied  it  with  the  following 
remarks: 

ytr.  Speaker ;  I  hold  in  my  hand,  and  hare 
been  requested  to  present  to  the  House,  a  pa- 
per, pnrportinff  to  be  the  memorial  of  cbieft  and 
nead-men  of  the  Oherokee  tribe  of  Indians,  as- 
sembled at  Bnnning  Waters,  in  that  part  of  the 
Oherokee  country  whioh  lies  in  the  State  of 
Oewgia,  towards  the  close  ot  the  monA  of 
November.  TUs  ooonoil  was  oiganiaedf  on 
behalf  of  that  porticm  of  the  Oherokee  tribe 
of  In^ans  who  are  unwilling,  on  any  terms,  to 
subnet  to  tiie  jnrisdiotion  of  the  States  in  whioh 
they  lire,  and  are  desirous  of  removing,  uider 
the  protection  and  by  the  ^d  of  the  United 
States,  to  the  ooontry  already  in  possession  of 
that  portion  of  their  tribe  which  has  crossed 
the  Mississippi. 

The  origual  signatnree  belons^  to  this 
manorial  are  to  be  fDand  in  tlu  mpul,  wUdi 


Is  to  be  preeeated  in  the  other  hoBoSi  of  the 
Legislature.  An  antiienticated  transoiptof 
thus  is  attached  to  the  duplicate  of  the  memo- 
rial, whioh  I  have  now  the  honor  to  soiimit  to 
the  House.  They  are  flfty-seTen  in  waaber, 
twenty  of  which  are  oertified  to  hare  been 
written  by  tboae  to  whom  the  ngnatnres  be- 
long. The  other  thirty-aeren  are  made  in  dte 
nsnal  manner  of  persons  unable  to  write.  Of 
how  large  a  pMttcm  cS  the  whole  tribe  tbe 
oounoil  at  Burning  Wateca  may  re^mot  the 
0[dnlon%  I  am  not  Informed. 

The  Bonofial,  I  am  aatiafoctorily  aiBared,  ia 
the  prodnotlon  «  John  Bidge,  a  fistiogaidwd 
member  of  the  OSienAee  tribe,  and  one  of  tbe 
delegates  now  preseot  in  this  dty  from  tbe 
council  at  Bnnmng  Waters.  It  is  at  his  re- 
qoeat,  and  that  of  his  assodates.  Hiss  Boo^t 
and  ArchUle  Smith,  that  I  now  presut  tlui 
memorial  to  the  House.  It  is  acccMnpsnied  bj 
a  series  of  resolutions,  adc^>ted  at  the  mat 
council,  expressing,  in  a  more  condensed  form, 
the  opinions  and  fteUnga  ot  that  portion  of  tbe 
(3i«t)kee  nation  who  were  repreomted  is  tbe 
coondl,  and  on  whose  behalf  theae  pipnn 
now  sabmitted  to  tiie  H<niae.  These  aoeoaoti 
ara  too  long  to  be  oonTCBltot^  read  <a 
and,  fbr  the  sake  aoonomiiing  the  time  of 
the  House.  I  beg  leave  briefiy  to  state  tbar 
purport: 

loey  set  forth,  in  strong  language,  the 
of  their  people  to  the  soil  on  wbiw  tbe^  Gn, 
and  their  sense  at  the  wrong  done  them  in  ^ 
measores  taken  to  diipoaBBes  tbvm.  And  in 
theae  views,  idr,  I  fbel  it  my  du^  to  say  thit  I 
ftilly  oonour.  Iliey  represent  the  progi««  thej 

lutve  made  in  the  arts  of  uiviliastitm— a  pragrns 
no  doubt,  well  calculated  to  excite  sdmiritka- 
It  has  excited  the  admiration  of  the  friendi  of 
humanity,  both  here  and  In  Enropeu  Ib^f  cy- 
press, however,  the  sorroWftal  conviotiOB  w 
It  la  In^osaible  for  tikflo,  in  tiie  preaeot  state  of 
thinsa,  to  retidn  thMr  national  existoice,  sad  to 
live  m  peace  and  comfort  in  lb w  native  i^'chl 
They  therefore  have  turned  their  ^ei  to  tbe 
country  west  of  the  MissiBsippi,  to  whldi  tcf 
ridttal>le  portion  of  their  tribe  hare  alresdj 
emigrated ;  and  they  express  the  opiaim  tbit 
they  are  reduced  to  the  idtemaUve  ot  foUov^ 
them  to  that  r^on,  or  of  sinkiog  into  s  coui- 
tion  bnt  littie,  if  at  alL  better  than  Blamy,  »> 
their  present  place     abode.    They  anaonBeo 
this  oonvioticm  with  that  bittemeas  of  langnage 
which  might  naturally  be  expected  from  mm 
phuwdinAeiraitnatiott,  and  whieh  I  tidiik*^ 
neither  surprise  nw  olfoBd  any  member  of  tw 
House,  b  contemplating  the  anl^dfnno^ 
al,  they  cast  themsdvaa  upon  thelibeiafatr" 
Congress  to  extend  to  them  the  means  ot  trin^ 
portation,  more  oondstent  with  bsil^  >^ 
comfort  than  they  have  hitherto  «ij<»y«  I 
lects  which,  I  fear,  have  been  too  maofa 
lected  bitijerto;  a  pecnniaiy  •Ho*"'*  "  £ 
immediate  resource  on  tiieir  arrivsl  ta  tw 
West ;  and  adequate  aasorance  of  s  ngW^ 
propcrijy  In  the  ioU,  md  tbe  tftfoTiaeiit  of  po- 
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litioal  privil^fes  in  the  new  abode  in  which  they 
may  then  be  placed.  I  have  stated  to  them 
that  a  part  of  these  objects  are  soofa  as,  in  the 
usual  mode  in  vhioh  the  policy  of  removal  has 
been  pnraaed,  would  natoraily  be  first  pronded 
for  by  a  trealy  betweem  the  United  States  and 
persons  authorized  to  contract  on  the  part  of 
the  tribe.  They  oonsider,  hoTever,  that,  in  the 
present  mihappy  state  of  the  tribe,  divided  as  it 
18  by  partiee  wannly  opposed  to  each  other  on 
the  sotjeot  of  emigration,  it  may  be  «t  present 
diffioolL  If  not  imposnble^  to  ooiioliide  a  traafy 
generally  satisfiustc^.  It  is  also  tiie  opinion  of 
ue  memorialists  tlu^  in  the  present  disorgan- 
ised state  of  their  people,  it  may  be  diffionlt  fear 
the  Government  to  recognize  parUes,  with 
which  it  could  advantageously  act  in  the  n^o- 
tiation  of  a  treaty.  On  this  sabjeot  I  do  not 
profess  to  be  able  to  judge.  I  have  not  the 
means  of  forming  a  confident  <^imon,  and  I  do 
not  wish  to  take  any  part  in  the  divisions  which 
may  exist  between  the  diffisrent  portions  of  the 
tribe.  I  move  yon,  sir,  that  the  memoriai  and 
resolntiona  be  referred  to  tlie  Committee  on 
Indian  Affair^  and  printed. 
The  memorial  was  dispoaed  of  aoondln^y. 


IWat,  January  S8. 

BeHef  t(f  Colonel  John  Suffme  Zeiten»dor/er. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  B.  M.  Jorkbon,  the  Honse 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Fatton  in  the  chair,)  on  that 
bill.  It  was  passed  through  committee  without 
debate^  read  a  third  time  in  the  BxmOt  and 
patted. 


Satdbdat,  Jaanary  34. 
Medal  to  OenenU  Morgan. 

ICr.  E.  EvxBETTfrom  the  select  Jc^t  library 
Committee,  reported  ajoint  resolntion  in  effect 
authorizing  Morgan  Seville  to  have  re-strudc 
from  the  original  die,  a  med^  similar  to  the 
one  presented  by  Congress  to  General  Morgan, 
which  had  been  Bt(^en,  and  whkh  was  sup- 
posed to  have  been  melted  down. 

Mr.  EvsmcTT  stated  that  the  medal  referred 
to  was  presented  by  Congress  to  General  Duiiel 
Morgan,  who  bequeathed  it  to  the  memorialist, 
Hoi^an  Neville.  The  memorial  of  Mr  Neville 
(upon  which  this  rep<at  was  founded)  set  fturth 
that  tlie  medal  was  Bbd«i  team,  abankin  Htts- 
bnrg,  some  years  ago,  and  that  all  attempts  to 
recover  it  had  £uled.  The  medal  was  of  gold, 
very  highly  valued  by  the  family,  and  was 
stated  to  be  worth,  mtrindeally,  thirty-one 
guineas.  The  memoriaUst  asks  that  a  new 
medal  may  be  struck  for  him  from  the  original 
dio^  which  is,  or  ought  to  be,  at  the  mint,  in 
Philadelphia.  He  did  not  ask  that  this  should 
be  done  at  the  expense  of  the  Ctovemment ; 
thoogh,  onder  all  the  droumstanocfi,  he  (Mr.  £.) 
would  be  willing  that  it  should  be  done  at  the 
VouHL— 4i 
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public  e^ense.  But,  u  it  would  be  necessan' 
to  commit  the  resolution  in  tliat  case,  whicm 
would  delay  and  endanger  Its  possof^  he  had 
preferred  to  move  its  engrossment  in  its  present 
form. 

The  resfdntaion  was  ordered  to  Jm  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

The  Jvdioiary— Limitation  of  Term. 
The  following  resolution,  heretofore  offsred 
by  lb.  Hakbb,  propodng  an  amendment  to  tbe 
constitution,  was  taken  up : 

^^Raolmdy  That  the  Committee  on  the  Jadidary 
be  iostruoted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
amendiog  the  OoneUtuUon  of  the  XTuited  States^  so  as 
to  limit  the  ■errice  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  and 
infeiw  oouits  to  a  term  of  Tears." 

The  consideration  of  the  resohitifai  was  poet> 
polled. 

Viva  Voce  ElecUom. 
The  House,  in  the  order  of  business,  resumed 
the  coni^deration  of  the  following  resolutiQn, 
olBfered  by  Mr.  BmrouM : 

"Retolvtd,  That  hereafter,  In  all  electiona  made 
by  the  Hoose  of  Representatives  (for  oEScers)  the 
votes  shall  be  {^ven  viaa  vom,  each  mmaber  m  his 
plioe  nualng  aloud  the  person  for  whom  he  votes." 


Monday,  January  20. 

Mr.  pATToir  asked  the  eraiaent  of  tbe  Honaa 
to  submit  the  fitllowing  resolutaona,  whidh  were 

read: 

Rtiolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affidn, 
to  wfaidi  was  retered  that  put  of  the  Message  (tf  tiia 
Resident  wUdi  oonoems  our  tela&ms  irith  Ftauoe, 
be  instnicted  to  report  ttte  follcnring  reeolotimiB  to 
the  Hoose: 

Rttohed,  That  the  claims  of  our  citizens  for  rep- 
aration bom  Fntnoe,  provided  for  In  the  tieaty  of 
4th  July,  1881,  rest  upon  the  Btrongeet  ground  of 
right  and  JnsUee,  and  their  validity  ind  extent  hava 
been  rendered  InoootestaUe  as  between  the  two 
Oovermnentfl  by  that  convention, 

J£«*ofMcL  That  the  idea  of  aequicedng  in  tlie 
refusal  of  France  to  execute  the  trea^  wlU  not  be 
entertained  by  any  branch  of  this  Government,  and 
that  we  oa^t  to  Insist,  and  have  a  ri^t  to  e]^>ect, 
that  France  will  not  porsiat  In  the  fidlure  to  oomply 
with  the  engurement  made  in  that  trei^. 

Retolved,  That  as  the  King  of  the  Ireodi  has,  In 
some  of  the  most  recent  communications  which  have 
passed  between  the  mitil^«n  of  the  two  Govern- 
ments, given  repeated  and  relten^  aasnranoes  of  his 
sincere  de^  to  have  the  treaty  carried  into  effect, 
has  declared  his  Intention  to  present  the  bill  for  that 
purpose  as  soon  as  the  Chambers  can  be  aasembled, 
and  his  detendnatim  to  use  every  exertion  In  hie 
powor  to  obtain  the  uiprc^riation,  as  the  UU  was 
heretofore  r^ected  In  uio  Cuiamber  of  Depodes  bj  a 
very  small  msjority,  and  as  that  body  is  now  in 
sesrion  at  an  eariier  period  than  was  antidpated 
when  CongreBB  met,  we  ought  at  present  to  ctmSde 
in  the  snoeiity  of  the  prafessioiia      the  Aench* 
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SxecDtiTe,  and  relying  Bdll  opon  the  honor  and 
intfffTity  of  Franoe,  notwithgtonding  the  unju^tiflable 
deUys  wbioh  have  taken  place,  not  now  abandon  the 
that  the  obligadona  of  good  faith,  and  a  due 
■enaa  of  the  jtulioe  tri*  our  alaimi  will  not  be,  finally, 
diflreganled  and  orerlooked  by  the  French  Govern- 
ment in  any  of  its  departments. 

JUtoived,  That  it  is  not  expedioit,  at  this  time, 
and  imder  existing  drcorostancea,  to  adopt  any  l^s- 
latfre  measure  in  rehUion  to  our  afiaira  irith  i^anoeL 

Mr.  Oli.t,  of  Alabama,  asked  vhether  the 
reaolations  were  reported  from  a  oommtttee; 
and,  on  being  informed  that  they  were  offered 
by  an  indiTidoal  member,  ol^Jected  to  Hieir  in- 
trodnction. 

Hr.  PA.TTON  moved  the  snspendon  of  the 
mle,  to  allow  him  to  offer  them ;  and  stated 
that  be  merely  wished  at  present  to  lay  the 
resolntions  on  the  table. 

The  House  refiued  to  siupeiid  tlie  nile— yeas 
lOS,  nays  109. 


Tuesday,  January  ST. 
OoldMedal,  Ae^  to  OoIomI  Creghan, 

Mr,  fipBiaHT,  from  the  Oommlttee  onlfilitary 
Aff^rs,  reported  a  Joint  Tes(dtitl<Hi,  Whldi  had 
been  referred  to  that  committee,  with  an 
amendment,  anthoiidng  the  Pr^drait  to  pre- 
sent a  gold  medal  to  Colonel  Oroghan,  and 
swords  to  several  officers  under  his  command, 
for  their  gallant  condact  in  the  defence  of  Fort 
Stephenson,  during  the  late  war. 

Mr.  Pabkeb,  of  New  Jersey,  said  he  bad  no 
doubt  as  to  the  gallantry  of  these  officers ;  not 
the  least ;  but  if  they  conferred  these  distino- 
lions  in  the  present  case,  why  not  in  others,  it 
would  be  asked,  which  occurred  during  the 
last  w»f  it  was  his  impression,  also,  that 
some  aoknowledgmrait  had  been  already  made 
to  these  offioera. 

Mr,  Mbboeb  said  moh  was  not  thecase.  Mr. 
H.  briefly  ezpMned  the  nature  and  importance 
of  the  services  rendered  by  these  officers. 

The  joint  resdutioiL  as  amended,  was  read 
a  thixd  time  and  passed. 

Medal  to  General  Morgan. 
The  joint  resolution  introduced  by  Hr.  !E. 
Stsbkit,  from  the  Committee  on  the  lAbraiy, 
directing  a  gold  medal  to  be  stmok  at  the  mint 
til  the  Unit^  States,  from  the  original  die,  at 
the  expense  ot  Morgan  Neville,  in  honor  of  the 
battle  of  the  Oowpen%  was  nad  a  third  time 
and  passed. 


Thubsdat,  January  2d. 

Death  of  Warrm  £.  Davit. 

After  the  reading  of  the  journal, 
Mr.  PioRBNs,  of  South  CaroUna,  rose  and  ad- 
dressed the  House  as  fcHlows : 
Mr.  Speaker :  It  becomes  my  melancholy  and 

Saiufal  duty  to  announce  to  this  House  the 
eath  of  one  of  my  oolleagaes,  Wabbbs  B. 


[jABnunr,  I88S. 

Davis,  of  South  Carolina.  He  died  this  morn- 
ing, a  few  minutes  before  T  o'clo<^  Sir,  it  is 
not  my  province  to  speak  in  the  language  of 
eulogy,  but  I  trust  I  may  be  permitted  to  say 
of  the  deceased,  that,  whatever  were  his  fuilts, 
they  wBre  of  aooh  a  nature  as  to  unk  with  him 
into  the  tunh,  and  be  ftn^gotten ;  whilst  those 
who  knew  him  beet  will  remnnW  only  that 
he  had  a  heart  fidl  of  hmnan  kiD^ea^  rich  in 
all  those  qualities  that  enutitnte  a  gallant 
man.  Under  wit  that  was  ever  brilliant^  and 
humor  that  never  grew  heavy,  he  oorerad  a 
shrewd  aagainty  in  relation  to  men,  and  a 
thorou^  koomedge  of  human  affiura.  Aa  a 
public  man,  perh^is  the  ruling  feeling  <^  his 
heart  was  a  de^  and  burning  attachment  to 
his  native  State.  With  him  it  was  not  as  with 
most  men,  the  ordinary  prindple  of  patriotism. 
No,  it  was  a  permanent,  abiding,  passionate 
affection  for  her,  and  all  her  institutions.  So 
much  BO,  that  even  in  the  last  days  <^  bis  lin- 
gering illness,  at  the  very  mention  of  South 
Oarolma,  you  mlj^t  see  the  fire  of  umated  but 
rifiHng  nature  rekindle  in  his  eye,  and  bum 
upon  his  cheek.  It  may  be  (^i^ing  to  faia 
relations  to  know  that,  in  his  last  suffering 
hours,  even  up  to  the  moment  of  his  death,  he 
retained  the  full  exercise  of  all  his  &onlties. 
Ajid  when  it  was  announced  to  him  that'  he 
would  soon  have  to  meet  his  God.  he  received 
the  disclosure  with  the  most  perfect  calmness 
and  composure,  and  relied  in  tbeee  remaika- 
ble  wor^  that  **  all  he  desired  waa  to  die  eanly 
and  gracefWly."* 

It  may  also  he  to  his  relations  a  source  of 
consolation  to  know,  that,  during  his  protracted 
sickness,  up  to  his  death  soene,  had  around  him 
the  kindest  and  most  devoted  personal  friends, 
who  ministered  to  him  all  that  aflbotdonate  at* 
tention  could  prompt. 

I  will  ocmdude  by  saying,  that  in  his  death 
this  HoQse  has  lost  a  prominent  member,  and 
his  Stato  a  patriot  dtizen,  who  mk^t  have  been 
to  her  an  ornament  in  the  loi^est  digv  ct 
her  proud  career. 

Mr.  P.  concluded  hy  moving  that  the  House 
will  attend  the  ftmeral  of  the  deceased  at  13 
o^dock  to-morrow,  and  in  respect  for  ^is 
memory  wear  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  thmj 
days ;  wUch  moticma  ware  soveraUy  agreed 
to. 

[TheSpBAKiB  announced  the  following  aa  the 
committee  of  arrangements  for  the  funeral : 
Messrs.  PioKmis,  Abohxb,  Wildi^  Hajbdqt, 
OotJLTKH,  Luramo,  MoIhtibi,  Obaitb,  and  I;KA, 
of  Tfflmessee.] 

On  motion  of  Hr.  MAmmro, 

The  House  then  immediately  acyoomed. 


"FeidaYj  January  80. 

No  budnesa  was  transacted  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  to-day ;  the  House  being  en- 


*  DoubtlM*  having  «  elsHled  allutoa. 
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gBged  in  ftttending  the  fimeral  obseqaiesof  the 
Mte  Wjlbbbs  S.  Datib,  a  member  of  tfa« 

HOQSS. 


Baturdat,  Jauaary  81. 
Amendment  ef  QtA  ConttiVvMo1^, 

Ifr.  Qnjm,  from  tbe  seleet  ooimnittee  to 
vhioh  was  ref^red  so  much  of  the  FrMtdent'a 
Message  as  related  to  an  amendment  of  the  oon- 
stitntion  in  respeot  to  the  mode  of  electing  the 
President  and  Vice  Pretident,  repcnrted  that 
the  committee  had  had  the  snlyect  under  con- 
sideration, and  had  come  to  no  oondadon  on  the 
same,  and  he  therefore  moved  that  the  com- 
mittee be  discharged  from  tbe  farther  condd- 
eretion  of  the  snbject ;  which  was  agreed  to, 

Kr.  GiLUBR  asked  leave  to  lay  on  the  table 
tbe  following  joint  resolntion : 

Bt  tf  raolved  by  the  Senate  and  ffouee  of  Reprt- 
teniativea  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Con- 
greet  attemhUdj  (two-Utiids  of  both  Hooses  con- 
earring,)  That  the  foil  owing  amendments  to  the  Con- 
stitntion  of  flie  TToited  States  be  proposed  to  the 
Ledslataree  of  the  86  vend  States,  whidi.  wl>en  rati- 
fied by  the  Legislatures  of  three-foufths  of  tbe  States, 
shall  be  valid  to  all  intents  and  porposes  as  part  of 
the  constitution,  to  irit : 

1st.  Ko  penw  who  sfaiU  have  been  elected  Fren- 
dant  of  tbe  United  Stales  flhsU  be  again  elfgiUe  to  that 
office. 

2d.  Hereafter  the  Presidait  and  Vice  Fkeddod  of 
tbe  Vnited  States  diaU  be  eboeen  1^  tbe  peoi^  of 
tbe  respective  States,  in  tiie  manner  following ;  On 
tbe  first  Honda7  and  5uocee<&ig  Tuesday  and  Wed- 
nesday in  tbe  month  of  August,  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-six,  and  the  same  (kys  in  every  fourth  year 
tiiereafter,  an  election  shall  be  held  for  President  and 
y\ta  President  of  the  United  States,  at  such  places, 
and  in  indi  manner,  as  elecUons  are  held  by  the  laws 
of  each  State  for  members  of  tbe  most  nnmeKHia 
branch  of  the  Legislature  thereof  And  tbe  dtixens 
of  each  State  who  possess  the  qualifications  of  dectors 
of  tbe  most  nomeroos  branch  of  the  State  Ledfdature, 
sbail  tbenand  there  vote  for  President  and  Vioe  Pres- 
ident of  tbe  United  States,  one  of  whom  shall  not 
be  an  inhabitant  of  the  same  State  with  themselves. 
And  the  superintendents  or  persons  holding  elections 
in  each  election  district,  shall  immediately  thereafter 
make  returns  thereof  to  tbe  Governor  of  tbe  State. 
And  it  shall  be  tbe  duty  of  the  Governor,  together 
with  such  other  persons  as  shall  be  appointed  by 
the  authority  of  each  State,  to  ascertain  tbe  result  of 
said  returns,  and  the  person  reoeivii^  die  greatest 
number  of  votes  for  Pi«8ident,  and  the  one  rwdvii^ 
the  greatest  number  of  votes  for  Vice  nraddent, 
shall  be  bolden  to  have  received  the  whole  number 
of  votes  which  the  State  shall  be  entitled  to  give  for 
Preudent  and  Vioe  Preddent :  wluch  fsot  uiall  be 
immediately  certified  by  the  Governor,  and  sent  to 
tbe  seat  of  tbe  Government  of  th»  United  States,  to 
each  of  the  Senators  in  Congress  fimn  sodk  State,  to 
the  President  of  the  Senate,  and  to  ttte  Speaker  aS 
the  House  of  Representatives.  The  places  and  man- 
ner of  holding  such  elections,  of  canvassing  the  votes, 
making  returns  thereof,  and  ascertainingtheU-  result, 
shall  be  prescribed  In  each  State  by  the  L^lslature 
thereof.  But  Congress  may,  at  any  time,  make  or 


[H.  M  B 

alter  such  legulaUonB.  Congress  shall  have  the 
power  of  altering  the  times  of  holding  the  election, 
bat  they  shall  be  held  on  the  same  days  throughout 
tbe  United  States :  and  of  altering  tbe  time,  berein- 
afterwards  jwescrib^  for  the  assembling  of  Congress 
every  fborth  year.  The  Congress  of  tbe  United  State* 
shaU  be  in  session  on  the  second  Monday  in  Octo- 
ber, in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thir- 
ty<B)z,  and  on  the  same  day  in  every  fourth  year 
thereafter ;  and  tiie  President  of  the  Senate,  in  the 
presence  of  tbe  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
shall,  as  soon  as  convenient  and  practicable,  proceed 
to  open  all  the  certificates  and  returns,  and  ue  eleo> 
toral  votes  of  tbe  States  diall  be  tiierenpon  counted. 
The  person  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  lot 
President  shall  be  President,  if  such  number  be  a 
majority  of  the  whole  number  of  votes  given ;  but  if 
no  person  have  each  nuuori^,  or  if  tbe  person  having 
(he  minority  of  the  ireole  nnmbw  of  votes  given 
shall  have  died  before  the  oomiting  of  tbe  votes,  then 
a  second  election  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Monday 
and  succeeding  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  in  tbe  month 
of  December  then  next  ensuing,  which  shall  be  con- 
fined to  the  persons  having  tbe  two  highest  nomber 
of  votes  at  the  preceditu  Section.  But  if  two  or 
more  persona  have  tbe  highest  and  an  equal  nomber 
of  votes,  then  to  the  persons  having  the  bluest  nom- 
ber of  votes :  Provided,  however,  Ifin  the  £st  electron 
there  were  but  two  persons  voted  for,  and  the  person 
receiving  the  bi^eet  number  of  votes  shall  have  died 
before  the  ooontmg  of  the  votes,  then,  in  the  second 
election,  the  dioice  shall  not  be  confined  to  tbe  per- 
sons previously  voted  for,  but  any  person  may  be  vot- 
ed  for  who  may  be  otherwise  qualified  by  the  consti- 
tntion  to  be  Fnddent  of  tbe  United  States ;  which 
seccmd  election  sbaU  be  conducted,  the  returns  made, 
the  votes  counted,  and  the  result  of  tbe  election  in 
each  State  certified  by  the  Governor,  in  tbe  same 
manner  as  in  the  first,  and  tbe  final  result  of  the 
election  shall  be  ascertained  in  the  same  manner  as  in 
the  first,  and  at  such  time  as  shall  be  fixed  1^  law  or 
resolution  of  Coiwkbb;  and  the  peisim  having  iSba 
greatest  number  of  votes  ibr  Pioidient  shaU  befteri- 
dent  Bat  if  two  or  more  persons  shall  have  received 
an  eqnal  and  the  highest  nombo:  of  votes  at  the 
second  election,  or  if  tbe  person  who  shall  have 
received  the  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  votes 
riven  at  tbe  second  election  shall  have  died  before 
ue  counting  of  the  votes,  then  the  House  of  Bepre- 
aentatives  anall  dioose  one  of  the  r^aining  number 
of  the  persons  voted  for  for  President,  in  tbe  manner 
now  prescribed  by  tbe  constitution.  But  if  there 
diall  have  been  but  two  persons  voted  for  in  the  se- 
cond election,  and  the  perscm  who  shall  have  received 
the  highest  number  of  votes  shall  have  died  before 
tbe  counting  of  the  votes,  the  Vice  President  then  fat 
office  shall  be  President  for  the  next  saooeeding  tenn. 
The  person  having  the  neatest  number  of  votes  for 
Vyob  pTMident,  at  the  first  election,  shall  be  Vice 
President,  if  such  number  be  a  nuyority  of  the  whole 
number  of  votes  given.  And  if  no  person  shall  have 
recdved  such  m^ority,  or  if  the  person  who  shall 
have  received  the  m^ority  of  tbe  whole  number  of 
votes  given  shall  have  died  before  tbe  counting  of 
tbe  votes,  then,  of  thepersons  having  the  two  hid^ 
number  of  votes,  the  Senate  shaU  choose  mm  for  vice 
Freddent;  but  if  two  or  more  persons  have  the 
Ughest  and  an  equal  number  of  votes,  then  the  Sen- 
ate idiall  choose  a  Vice  President  from  tbe  peraons 
having  the  highest  number  of  votes.  Bnt  if  there 
shall  have  been  but  two  persons  voted      and  the 
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person  who  shall  hare  received  the  blgbest  nomber 
of  votes  Bball  have  died  before  the  counting  of  the 
Toteo,  then  the  remumng  poson  ahall  be  Vice  Freai- 
drat ;  or  if  ■&  tlie  penmu  TOted  for  shall  have  died 
before  the  coanting  of  the  votes,  then  the  Senate  Bball 
chooae  one  of  their  own  body  for  Vice  FreridenL 

8d.  No  Senator  or  BepresraitatiTe  shall  be  appoint- 
ed to  an;  dvil  ofiSce,  place,  or  emoloment,  under  the 
authority  of  the  UtUted  States,  during  the  time  for 
vliich  he  was  elected,  and  for  ux  months  aftenrarde. 

ICr.  Spbiqbt  remarked  that  there  was  no 
flQ^ect  of  greater  importance  before  the  House, 
and  thoogn  ve  were  so  near  to  the  end  of  the 
aeasion,  he  hoped  the  sentleman  would  move 
the  poatponemeat  of  we  resfdntion  to  a  day 
eertttUf  viUi  aTievto  itaoonfliderstaon.  Even 
-tf  tiie  aa^eot  should  not  be  finally  acted  npw 
at  this  aesrion,  the  dlscaauon  of  it  would  be 
benefidal,  inaanmoh  aa  it  would  bring  the  snb- 
jeot  more  fUly  before  the  people. 

Ur.  GiLMKB  said  he  wotild  be  pleased  to  have 
the  resolatioii  read  twice  and  eommitted  to  the 
Committee  of  the  "Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union, 

The  reeolntlon  was  lidd  od  the  taUe^  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Claim     tAe        of  Bockamibwiu 
A  Heasage  in  writing  was  reedTOd  frcan  the 
Fre^oit  cf  the  United  Statea,  by  ICr.  DonelMHi, 
his  private  aeoretary,  whieh  waa  read,  and  ia 
aa  lulowa: 

f^i3iBS(mHof  B^prtMetiiaiivuof  (kt  United  StaUt: 
With  reference  to  tiie  dum  of  the  granddwo^hters 
of  the  Marshal  de  Bocbambeao,  and  in  addition  to 
the  papas  fi»ineriy  OMomunioated,  rdating  to  the 
■me  sntjeot,  I  now  tnaumit  to  the  Hooaa  «  Bepre- 
Bentativea,  for  thur  oonadetitiou,  a  memorial  to  the 
CopgrflSB  <^  the  United  States,  from  the  Coonteas 
d^Ambmgeac  and  the  Uarquls  de  )a  Qoree,  ttwetfaw 
itith  the  Tetters  nUchaooompanied  it.  TranaUttions 
of  dieae  doonmenta  are  also  sent. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

The  Uessage  waa  ordered  to  be  printed  and 
Be  oD  the  table. 


UoRDiT,  February-  2. 

Slavery  in  tA«  J)utriet  of  Columbia. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  oonrideration  of 
several  petitions  and  memorials  from  snndry 
citizens  of  the  State  of  New  York,  (one  of 
which  was  signed  by  eight  hondr^  ladies,) 
prayiiu;  the  abolition  of  atavery  and  the  slave 
trade  in  the  Distriot  of  0<dnmbia,  presented 
last  Monday  by  Ur.  Diczboh,  and  laid  over  to 
tliiB  day.  ) 

Mr.  DienoH  said;  Hr.  Speaker,  on  the  pre- 
sentation of  theee  petitions,  and  asnngfbr  ihem 
a  diflbrent  reference  from  that  nsnally  given 
to  sadi  petitions,  I  propose  to  offer  a  few  re- 
marks. They  shall  be  presented  in  blend- 
ed s^rit  of  f^eedon  and  candor,  tmth  and  jns- 
tioe,  HaA  beoaues  a  member  of  this  House. 


[Fkbbhabt,  16S8. 

I  will  not  ooDoeal  my  own  lieelinga,  and  I  shall 
stndionsly  avfdd  inteutiMully  i^jnring  those  of 
others.  And  whilst  I  am  opposed  to  and  deep- 
ly deplore  the  existence  ox  davery  in  ere^ 
form,  and  in  evei^  land,  I,  in  common  with  the 
petition^^  ^iftiaim  all  power  in  the  natioBal 
Government  to  control  or  abridge  its  dnratitn 
in  the  several  States  of  this  Union.  And 
thronghoat  these  rwnarka,  in  speaking  of 
slavery  in  this  country,  I  wish  to  be  understood 
as  confining  my  remarks  to  that  portion  of  the 
country  over  which  the  national  Government 
has  ample  and  complete  jnrisdiction,  and  the 
sole  power  of  l^slation,  and  that  is  the  Dis- 
trict of  Golomhia.  One  of  the  petitions  is 
rigned  by  mOTethaa  ^ghthimdied  ladieeof  the 
oityofKew  Yoric.  In  the  Jewidi,  Greek,  uti 
Bwiish  Matwlfti^  we  learn  th^  female  nmour 
stranoee  and  entreaties  were  often  heard  in  tht 
public  conncils,  and,  in  <nie  instance,  were  the 
cause  of  enlargement  and  deliverauoe."  of 
"  light,  and  gladness,  and  joy,  and  honor,"  to  a 
despised  and  an  oppressed  people ;  and  in  all 
liwtanoee  roused  the  patriot,  the  statesman,  and 
the  hero,  to  deeds  of  usefulness  and  ^ory,  and 
were  all-powerful  in  expanding  and  extending 
the  priudplea  of  charity,  humanity,  and  benev- 
olence, and  in  breaking  the  obains  of  <^preft- 
sioQ.  In  the  chivfdroos  ages  of  modem  Europe, 
and  dnoe,  and  in  the  war  of  our  indepwdence, 
the  fT<flnim«ft  of  woman  was  talismanio  onirths 
heart  of  man,  snd  roused  to  acli<m.  all  his  no- 
blest  enngies.  And  to  her  hmor,  all  her  rs> 
numstranoea,  petitions,  and  entreaties^  and  aB 
her  influence,  have  ever  been  exerted  in  favw 
of  humanity,  benevolence,  and  liberty.  And, 
surely,  the  ohivaliy  of  tMs  House  will  nerer 
permit  it  to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  theremonstraooe 
of  ladies,  pleading,  as  they  believe^  fw  the 
wronged  and  the  oppressed. 

The  petitioners  complain  that  a  portion  of 
the  people  of  the  District  of  Oolumbiaare, 
without  crime,  discjoalified  aa  witneaae^  A 
freeman  may  commit  any  crime,  even  moidtt 
itselt  in  the  preaenoe  of  davea  coly,  and  esoape 
convicti(Hi  and  pnnidmient.  TMf  ow^mb 
that,  by  the  laws  of  the  Distriot,  whioh  lie  the 
laws  of  CkHDpress  enacted  to  govern  the  sam^ 
eveiy  Mack  man,  and  every  mulatto  d  evety 
shade  and  complexion,  though  born  and  nur- 
tured in  freedom  all  his  days,  the  moment  he 
touches  the  soil  of  the  District,  is  presiuned  a 
slave ;  and,  by  an '  ordinance  of  uie  <aty  w 
Washingt^  he  is  treated  as  a  Orderly  par- 
son, and  required  to  exhibit  to  the  mayor,  wi^ 
in  thirty  days,  evidence  of  his  freedom,  and 
enter  into  a  bond  with  two  freehold 
in  the  penalty  of  five  hundred  dollars,  condi- 
tioned for  his  peaceable,  orderly,  and  good  W* 
duct,  and  not  to  heocmie  chargeable  to 
pormon  fw  twidve  months,  to  be  renewed  at 
the  oommenoement  of  each  year  fin-  two  aoo- 
cessive  years,  or  forthwith  depart  from  the  ci^, 
or  be  committed  to  the  work-hoase  unW  He 
oompHfls  with  such  requidtitms;  niehi^ns(»a- 
ment  not  to  eneed  twdve  months  a*  mob 
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ne{;leot  ^  so  that  the  poor  black  or  mnlatto  may 
be  imprisoned  at  hard  labor  in  the  von^-hoase, 
for  the  term  of  three  yean^  altliongh  innooent, 
and  without  crime. 

He  may  have  been  well  educated,  m<»rel,  and 
Indostrioiu ;  have  eierciaed  the  electare  fi^- 
ehise^  and  Toted  fbr  the  hlf^iest  offioen  of  tiie 
natlond  and  State  OoTatnmentfl,  oititled  to 
all  ti»  rights  and  priril^ee  of  tike  white  man, 
and  of  an  Ameriooa  dtum ;  yet,  in  thia  Dia- 
trict,  he  shall  be  presomed  a  dave,  and  in  the 
dty  of  Washington,  a  disorderly  person,  and 
compelled  to  give  secorlty  for  good  bebav- 
ioor  for  three  years.  Ko  snoh  presmnption  of 
crime  ia  known  to  the  laws  of  Iliigland,  to  the 
civil  law,  nor  to  the  mooicipal  code  of  the  most 
despotic  ooontry  in  Europe.  It  has  no  fonndar 
tion  in  the  law  of  nature,  the  common  law,  nor 
in  common  jostioe,  and  is  contrary  to  the  genius 
and  spirit  of  all  wise  and  free  Governments. 
It  is  a  maxim,  that  every  man  is  to  be  pre- 
■omed  free  and  innooent,  founded  on  the  im- 
mutable piinoiplea  (tf  etwnal  justice,  acknowl- 
edged by  an,  and  wUeh  can  never  be  ohaoged 
but  1^  that  arbitrary  farramiy  which  feds 
power,  fi»^ets  rig^t,  and  knows  nether  mercy 
nor  jusdoe. 

The  petidoners  ccanpliUn  that,  by  the  laws 
of  the  District,  every  such  free  black  man  or 
mulatto,  going  at  lai^  without  the  evidence  of 
his  freedom,  is  liable  to  be  taken  up  as  a  run- 
away slave,  and  thrown  into  prison,  and  sold 
for  prison  fees  as  a  slave  for  life,  nnleas  he 
proves  his  freedom.  Unless  he  proves  his  free- 
dom 1 — a  freedom  given  him  by  a  power  older 
than  the  laws  wmoh  inoaroerate  nim^older 
than  the  oonntrj  whidi  save  him  birUi— elder 
than  the  primendd^<H  time,  and  wUoh  shall 
endure  when  this  world  is  on  flre,  and  time 
shall  be  no  more,  by  God  himselt 

They  complain  thaL  by  the  laws  of  that  part 
of  the  District  fbrmerly  Maryland,  tiiough  such 
person  be  a  freeman,  and  prove  his  freedom, 
and  shall  Uien  refhse  to  pay  the  fees  and  re- 
wards for  i^prehending  fugitive  slaves,  he  may 
be  committea  to  prison,  and  sold  as  a  ^ve  for 
life ;  BO  that  a  freeman,  although  he  doee  away 
the  before-mentloaed  odious  presomptions  of 
law  by  clear  proof,  must  still  pay  for  his  own 
illegal  arrest  and  fidse  inqiris<Hunent,  for  being 
thrown  into  the  damps  of  a  doiumon,  and  shnt 
out  from  the  D^t  of  day,  for  all  the  in^Jnrie^ 
indignities,  and  wrongs,  that  could  be  he^qped 
upon  him,  or  be  sold  aa  a  slave,  and  never  more 
to  breathe  the  ur  of  freedom.  Terrible  alter- 
native  I  more  afflictive  to  a  human  being,  hav- 
ing the  feeUngs  of  a  man,  of  a  freeman,  than 
death  itself.  Buoh  laws  are  meshes  to  entrap 
the  unwary,  and  to  consign  a  freeman  to  serri- 
tade  for  life.  They  are  man-traps  set  at  the 
seat  of  Govermnent  of  this  BepuoUo,  to  seize 
and  drag  into  perpetual  bond^e  a  freeman, 
entitled  to  all  the  righta  and  privileges  of  an 
American  citizen.  Does  snoh  a  statate  blot  the 
_  >  or  tarniah  the  annala  of  any  other  Repub- 
Tott  earth  ?  Doee  it  dishcmor  the  pages  of 


any  monarchy  or  despotism  now  in  the  world  ? 
The  tyranny  of  Gains  Terres,  in  a  province  of 
the  Roman  empire,  was  mercy  when  compared 
with  snob  a  law.  Many,  very  many  freranen, 
have  fallen  vidsma  to  tids  mercUess  law,  aira 
lost  all  dear  to  them  on  this  side  of  the  grave. 

The  petidoners  complain  of  the  severity  of 
tiie  punishments  that  may,  by  the  laws  of  the 
District,  or  of  that  part  nit  which  was  finmer- 
ly  Maryland,  be  inflicted  on  davea ;  that  any 
n^proes,  or  other  slaves,  for  rambling  by  nl^t, 
or  the  riding  of  horses  by  day,  without  leave, 
may  be  punished  by  whipping,  cropping,  brand- 
ing, car  otherwise,  not  extending  to  lifb,  or  ren- 
dMing  them  nnflt  for  labor ;  and  for  mnrdeh 
arson,  and  petit  treason,  to  have  the  right  hand 
cut  off,  to  be  hanged,  to  have  the  head  severed 
trom  the  body,  the  body  divided  into  four 
quarters,  and  the  head  and  quarters  to  be  set 
up  in  the  most  public  places  of  the  country 
where  the  crime  was  committed.  Such  crimi- 
nal laws,  if  not  exeoated,  and  it  is  not  pretcaid- 
ed  they  are,  to  thdr  fuQ  extent,  ^ipear  like  the 
relic  w  an  extreme  barbarous  and,  In  tUa 
enlightened  and  humane  ue  of  the  world,  are 
a  foul  blot  on  our  statute  book,  and  ought  to 
be  modified  or  repealed. 

The  petitioners  complun  that,  by  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  the  slave  trade,  in  and 
through  the  District  of  Oolumbis,  is  permitted 
to  be  carried  on  with  distant  States,  and  that 
this  District  is  the  principal  mart  of  the  slave 
trade  of  the  Union. 

Sir,  the  foreign  slave  trade  with  Africa  is 
condemned  by  the  laws  of  this  country,  of  Eng- 
land, of  France,  and  by  those  of  almost  every 
nation  of  the  oi^lin»  world,  as  piracy ;  and 
those  who  cany  it  on  are  denounced  as  oat- 
lam  and  fhe  common  enemies  of  the  human 
race.  And  yet  we  tolerate,  in  this  District,  and 
at  otur  seat  of  Government,  a  traffic  productive 
of  as  much  pain,  anguish,  and  despair,  of  as 
deep  atrocity,  and  as  many  ac<!amulat^  hor* 
rors,  as  the  slave  trade  with  Africa. 

And  here  there  are  no  foreign  powers  to  com- 
pete with  us ;  we  have  no  rivals ;  the  bade  is 
all  ours,  and  the  odium  and  tiie  gailt  are  all 
oar  -own.  The  traffic  was,  in  former  years,  pre- 
sMited  by  a  grand  jury  of  the  DisUlct  as  a 
nuisance.  And,  as  long  ago  as  the  vear  1616, 
it  was  denounced  by  the  ardent  ana  eloquent 
John  Bandolph,  of  Boanoke,  on  this  floor,  as  a 
mrisanoe^  and  as  "an  innonuD  and  ill^al 
traffic  in  H&ns ;  "  and,  on  his  motion,  a  a^ect 
committee  was  df^Kdnted  to  hiqaire  into  the 
toade,  and  what  measures  were  necessary  for 
putting  a  stop  to  it.  The  committee  were  em- 
powered to  send  for  persons  and  papers ;  called 
before  them  many  witnesses ;  and  took  numer- 
ous depositions,  depicting  in  glowing  terms  the 
enormities  and  horrors  of  the  tr^o,  and  report- 
ed them  to  this  House.  But  I  do  not  find  that 
any  thing  further  was  done  by  that  talented, 
but  sometimee  eccentric  man,  or  by  the  ^»se. 

Since  that  time  the  slave  trade  in  the  IMs- 
triflt  haa  increased  in  extent,  and  In  its  enmnt 
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ties.  Free  blacks  have  been  kidnapped,  harried 
oat  of  the  District,  and  sold  for  slaves.  Slaves 
for  a  term  of  years  have  been  sold  to  the  slave 
traders,  transported  to  a  distant  land,  beyond 
the  hope  or  posribili^  of  relief:  sold  as  slaves 
fbr  life,  and  tiidr  temporary  had  been  changed 
into  a  perpetnal  bondage.  It  has  been  said  by 
a  committee  of  this  Hoase,  tbat  the  last-men- 
tioned class  may  apply  to  the  coarts ;  that  the 
coarte  are  open  to  them  in  the  District. 

To  talk  to  men  degraded  to  the  condition  of 
cattle,  (their  masters  their  enemies,  conspiring 
vrith  the  purchaser  to  deprive  them  of  liberty 
for  life,  and  no  freeman  their  fiiend,)  of  courts 
of  Jostice,  is  addmg  insult  and  scorn  to  injostice, 
and  af^avating  their  doom  by  a  mookery  of  all 
the  forms  and  all  the  tribonals  ot  jiutice. 

Private  cells  and  prisons  have  oeen  weeted 
by  the  slave  traders  in  the  District,  in  which 
the  negro  is  incarcerated  nntil  a  caiso  o£  slaves, 
of  "  faoman  ohattels,"  can  be  oomideted.  The 
pnblio  prisons  of  the  District,  built  with  the 
money  of  the  whole  people  of  the  United  States, 
have  been  used  for  the  benefit  of  the  slave  trad- 
ers, and  the  victims  of  this  odious  traffic  have 
been  confined  within  their  walls.  The  keepers 
of  those  prisons,  paid  out  of  the  moneys  of  the 
whole  people,  have  been  the  jailers  of  tiie  slave 
traders,  until  their  drove,  their  cargo  (tf  homan 
beings,  could  be  completed. 

The  petitioners  complain  that  a  traffic  so  ab- 
horrent to  the  feelings  of  the  philanthropist,  so 
replete  with  sofi^ring  and  woe,  is  approved  and 
licensed  by  the  corporation  of  the  wtj  q£  Wailh- 
ingtoD,  which  reonves  four  hnndred  dollars  a 
year  for  each  license,  thos  increasing  her  treas- 
ures by  the  express  saoction  of  so  odious  a 
trade.  Finally,  the  petationers  complain  of  the 
existence  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Oolumbia, 
as  the  source  of  aU  the  before-mentioned  evils, 
and  others  too  namerous  now  to  detul.  They 
coQuder  it  as  unchristian,  unholy,  and  unjust, 
not  warranted  by  the  laws  of  God,  and  contra- 
ry to  the  assertion  in  our  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, that  "  all  men  are  created  eqaal." 

In  the  last  debate,  and  In  the  last  speech 
made  on  this  floor  on  this  sul^Ject,  it  was  de- 
nied that  these  words  meant,  or  had  ai\y  allu- 
uon  to  slaves,  and  was  asserted  that  many  of 
the  ngnera  of  the  dedaralifHi  were  masters  of 
t^ioaaands:  "and  had  they  an  eye  at  all  to 
slaves  when  they  signed  it,  they  wonld  have 
been  hypocrites,  unworthy  of  being  commemo- 
rated as  patriots,  or  honest  men."  Then  sieves 
are  not  men,  for  t^e  terms  used  were  the  broad' 
est  that  could  be  used,  and  embraced  the  whole 
species.  Let  us  consider  for  one  moment 
whether  the  blacks  and  the  mulattt^ea  of  this 
country  are  men  like  ourselves,  and  whether 
the  signers  of  onr  Declaration  of  Independence 
were  hypocrites.  Heathen  poetry  instructs  us 
that  man,  a  generic  term,  embracing  the  whole 
species^  all  eexes,  all  ranks  and  conditions,  idl 
oolorL  and  all  complexions,  was  created  in  the 
resemblanoe  of  the  gods ;  and  that,  wldle  other 
animals  lotted  npou  the  earth  and  never  rabed 


their  eyes,  to  him  was  given,  by  his  God,  a 
oountenanoe  of  dignity  and  lofty  grandenr ;  uid 
he  was  commanded  to  behold  the  faeavena,  and 
r^  his  elevated  looks  to  the  starry  nuuuBona 
and  the  abodes  of  the  EternaL* 

The  heathen  phil(»opher8  teach  as  tbat  man 
was  created  in  tne  likeness  of  the  Almighty,  of 
God ;  and  neither  heathen  poetry  nor  heathen 
philosophers  ever  informed  ns  of  the  creation 
of  more  tiian  one  species  of  man.  By  their 
doctrines,  man  was  created  the  brother  of  hla 
fedlow-man,  and  his  equal.  The  Old  Testament 
informs  us  that  "  God  created  man  in  his  own 
image,  in  the  image  of  God  created  he  him," 
and  gave  bim  dominion  over  all  the  earth,  the 
fish,  the  beasts,  the  fowls  of  the  air,  and  every 
creeping  thing,  but  no  dominion  over  and  no 
power  to  enslave  his  feUov-man. 

And  here,  agfun,  we  leam  fliecrestaonof  bat 
one  species  of  man.  OhrisUanitjr,  in  all  its  holy 
precepts,  and  the  New  Testament,  instruct  us 
that  "  God  hath  made  of  one  blood  all  nations 
of  men,  to  dwell  on  all  the  face  of  the  earth." 
Kevelation,  then,  yea,  God  himself,  haa  declared 
there  were  and  are  but  (me  ^ciea  of  mm ; 
tbat  all  men  are  descended  from  one  common 
origin,  and  were  all  created  equal.  The  wise 
framers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
and  the  founders  of  this  Republic,  in  accordance 
with  the  doctrines  of  heathen  poetry  and  hea- 
then philosophy,  of  Christian  philosophy,  of 
the  Scriptures,  and  of  Revelation  itself^  in  that 
immortal  instrument,  the  endnring  monnment 
of  th^  wisdom,  proclaimed  to  an  admiring 
world,  as  "  self-eviaent,  that  aD  men  are  created 
ec^ual ;  that  they  are  endowed  by  their  Creator 
with  certain  inaliraiable  rights;  that  amoi^ 
these  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursnit  of  happi- 
ness." Did  they  mean  slaves  ?  Can  any  one 
doubt  that  they  did  ?  They  ^ke  of  man  not 
as  black,  or  white,  but  as  embracing  the  entire 
species,  all  colors  and  all  complexions. 

Enlightened  citizens  of  a  Christian  country, 
they  shall  be  presumed  to  have  spoken  as  Chris- 
tian men ;  and  none  but  infidels,  and  those  who 
deny  the  authenticity  of  the  Scriptures,  will 
pretend  that  God  ever  created  more  than  one 
spedes,  one  race  of  men.  They  were  no  hypo- 
crites. They  were  patriots,  nobly  strngguog 
for  their  oonntry'a  freedom ;  their  hearts  were 
wanned  with  the  fires  of  liberty;  they  breathed 
benevolence  and  good  will  to  the  human  race, 
and,  in  deferential  homage  to  the  Ancient  of 
Days,  proclaimed  aloud  to  the  bond  and  free, 
the  trathf  impressed  alike  on  the  heart  of  the 
lettered  and  onlettered  man  by  natare  and  na- 
ture's (3od,  that  "  all  men  are  created  equal." 

Whence,  then^  and  who  made  the  distmction 
between  ^e  white  and  the  black  man  ?  It  veas 
not  the  dedsion  of  ancient  times.  Then  the 
slave  was  the  Tictim  of  conquest,  and  a  vUta 


*  FInxIt  In  efflflein  moderwitnin  cunots  Daoniin 
Pronsqna  onm  apMmt  anlnuUin  neters  ternmi 
Os  hondnl  nibUme  dodlt ;  etrinaiqua  tMri 
JoMit  JBraotos  ad  •iciera  toUere  mltms.       _  ^ 
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man.  Kor  has  the  deoliion  of  modem  limes 
been  uniform  on  this  suljeot.  For,  as  late  as 
the  eleventh  and  the  first  half  of  uie  twelfth 
oentnry,  htmdreds  and  thousands  of  the  7oaths 
of  both  sexes,  of  beantifal  forma,  from  the  peas- 
antry of  England,  were  fastened  together  with 
ropes,  taken  to  the  city  of  Bristol,  and  sold  into 
slaveiy  in  Ireland.  It  was  abolished  on  the 
conquest  of  Ireland  by  Henry  II. 

The  slaveholders  in  ancient  tames,  and  in 
Ireland,  contended  with  as  mnch  zeal  for  tibeir 
rifht  to  enslave  the  white  man,  as  any  slave- 
holder in  this  District  for  his  rif^t  to  hold  in 
bondage  the  black  man  or  the  mulatto. 

It  has  been  regretted  by  a  committee  of  tUs 
Honse,  "  that  persons  iritlumt  the  Kstrict,"  as 
well  moDberB  oi  Oongress  as  others,  "  and  hav- 
ing no  ooQcern  with  It,"  shonld  attempt  to  pro- 
core  the  abolition  of  davery  and  the  slave  trade 
here ;  and  it  wasjin  the  year  1^9,  declared  by 
a  member  of  the  Honse,  in  debate  on  this  floor, 
to  "be  meddling  with  matters  troly  o^er 
men's." 

Sir,  the  territory  is  federal,  and  is  mider  the 
care,  protection,  and  government,  of  the  whole 
people  of  the  United  States.  Oongress  ia  the 
sole  legislalive  body  for  the  District,  to  the  ex- 
cln^on  of  all  others,  and  here  possesdng  a  ode- 
fined,  nnlimited  lepdative  powm,  selei^Ad  by 
the  people  of  the  whole  Union.  The  whole 
Unioa  defh^s  the  expenses  of  t^e  local  Leg^a- 
ture  and  of  the  entire  territorial  Govenmient, 
boilds  penitentiaries,  endows  schools  and  col- 
leges, malces  sidewalks,  Hacadamized  roads, 
canals,  aqnedacts,  and  bridges,  pays  the  inter- 
ests on  loans,  and  beaatines  and  adorns  the 
District  by  its  navy  yard,  its  arsenal,  its  Capitol, 
and  other  pnblio  bnildiogs  and  improvemem 
and  enriches  it  by  the  annual  expenditure  of 
millions. 

Every  member  of  the  House  may,  with  or 
withont  petition,  originate^  bring  forward,  and 
propose  to  Oongress  any  bill  for  the  benent  ot, 
or  u  any  w^  concerning,  his  own  immediate 
district,  his  State,  or  any  State  in  the  Union. 
His  powers  for  snoh  pnipose  are,  and  most  be, 
oo-extenrive  with  the  jnrisdidion  of  Oongress. 
The  power  is  incident  to  all  le^ative  assem- 
blies, having  a  ^neral  Jurisdiction  and  the 
power  of  legislation.  It  is  not  only  the  riight 
but  the  duty,  of  a  member,  to  watch  over,  and 
with  vi^lauoe  to  guard,  protect,  and  promote, 
the  int^^ts  of  all  parts  of  the  counti7.  .  And 
shall  it  be  said  that  he  has  no  right  and  power 
to  propose  laws  for  the  IMstrict  of  Oolambia,  to 
do  away  wrongs  and  oppressions  here,  where 
bis  powers  of  legislation  are  more  unlimited 
than  in  any  other  part  of  the  Union  ?  The 
idea  that  he  cannot,  seems  to  me  preposterous. 
And  if  a  member  hu  such  rights  sm«ly  his  mind 
mi^  be  enlightened,  his  attention  awakened  to 
corruption,  orimes,  or  op^reanons  her&  and 
his  pfUriotism  roused  to  action,  by  the  petitions 
of  his  constituents,  or  of  the  pwple  of  any  other 
portion  of  his  country.  In  this  District  every 
member  of  Oongreas,  and  every  eiliMn  of  tue 
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Bepablic,  should  feel  a  deep  and  lively  intorastu 
They  all  have  a  voice  in  selecting  its  rulers, 
they  all  contribute  to  defray  its  expenses,  ana 
they  all  have  a  deep  concern  in  its  honor  and 

oiy,  and  have  a  right  to  be  heard  in  its  Ic^^is- 

tive  assembly,  in  all  matters  concerning  the 
appropriation  of  money  here,  or  the  correction 
of  abuses,  oppressions,  and  tyranny.  As  the 
seat  of  their  empire,  under  the  superintending 
power  of  the  General  Government,  they  have  a 
right  to  require  that  it  shall  be  governed  in  ac- 
cordance with  our  Declaration  of  Independence 
and  the  principles  of  froe  government,  and  that 
the  despotism  of  Archangel  and  of  Tnrlay  shall 
not  prevail  here. 

Bnt^  nr.  if  it  were  neoesaaiythat  the  citizens 
of  this  District  slioald  petition,  many  of  them 
have  petitioned  for  the  abolition  of  s!av»y  and 
the  slave  trade  in  this  District,  and  this  fact 
may  not  be  known  to  most  of  tiie  members  of 
this  House.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  petition,  taken 
from  the  files  of  this  Honse,  presented  in  the  year 
1828,  rinied  by  the  Judges  of  the  circuit  court 
of  the  District  of  Oolumbia,  and  dtore  than 
1,000  respectable  citizens  of  the  oouuties  of 
Alexandria  and  Washington,  and  then  owning 
a  large  proportion,  and,  I  am  credibly  informed, 
more  than  a  moiety  of  the  property  of  this  Dis* 
triot  So  t^t  the  abc^lion  of  slavery  here 
would  be  in  accordance  with  the  fedi^  and 
wishesftf  alaige  and  hig^ilyreBpectaUeportifm 
of  the  citiz^  (tf  the  whole  District. 

Sir,  the  petitioners  ask  that  slavery  and  the 
slave  trade  in  and  through  the  District  of 
Oolumbia  may  be  abolished,  with  their  appall  iug 
trun  of  evils.  They  enter  into  no  details,  and 
they  prescribe  no  terms,  no  conditions.  Those 
they  very  properly  submit  to  the  discretion  and 
the  wisdom  of  Oongress.  They  ask  that  these 
petitions  may  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 
This  request,  I  submit,  is  reasonable,  and  should 
be  granted.  The  parliameDtary  usage  of  all 
free  deliberative  and  legislative  assemblies  re- 
quires that  the  petition  should  be  referred  to  a 
committee,  a  majority  of  whom  should  be  &vor^ 
able  to  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners.  Similar 
petitions,  for  years  pastj  have  been  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
for  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years.  I  believe,  a 
mf^ority  of  the  Committee  on  the  District  have 
been  from  the  alaveholding  States.  I  mean  no 
reflection  on  the  Speakers  of  the  House,  but 
mention  it  as  a  fact  prooer  to  be  known  by  the 
people.  Perhaps,  as  long  as  it  was  a  slavehold- 
fng  territory,  it  was  proper  in  relation  to  the 
general  business  and  interests  of  the  District  that 
a  mfijority  of  the  committee  shonld  be  from  the 
slaveholdmg  States.  But,  rir,  their  early 
education,  associations,  habits,  and  interests, 
and  a  knowledge  of  human  nature,  must  con- 
vince us  that  they  could  never  view  petitions 
such  as  those  now  presented  with  a  favorable 
eye,  and  consider  them  withont  that  prejudice 
iia^al  to  and  insepv able  from  the  homnrable^ 
the  worthy,  and  the  veir  best  men. 

Sir,  at  me  seadffli  before  the  las^  at  Hio  last 
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MBsion,  and  at  the  present,  simUar  petationB, 
from  Tarions  parts  of  the  ITiUon,  ^^ed  by 
meoff  thotuandfl  of  dtizeos,  have  been  presented 
to  this  House  aDdr^erredto  the  Committee  on 
^e  Bistriot^  aad  no  report  has  been  made 
thereon  to  this  Hooae. 

I  mention  this  as  a  fact  only,  and  do  not  in- 
tend to  cast  any  censmre  on  the  present  or  past 
committees  of  the  House.   They  may  have  nad 

good  and  sufficient  reasons  for  the  course  they 
are  pursued,  uilmowa  to  me.  But,  sir,  I 
difl^  with  them  entirely  In  opinion,  as  to  ue 
course  ikef  have  pursaed,  and  must  ftankly 
declare  that,  on  a  question  of  so  mnoh  impor- 
tance, of  so  great  maguitade,  I  beUere  it  would 
liave  been  better  for  the  m^ority  of  the  com- 
mittee to  have  made  a  report  favorable  or  ad- 
verse to  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  and  thus 
have  enabled  the  minority  to preaentaminority 
report.  And  thus  would  all  the  facta  and  cir- 
cumstances connected  with  slavery  and  the 
slave  trade  in  the  District,  and  the  views  and 
reasons  of  the  whole  committee,  have  been 
published,  and  seen  and  read  by  the  American 
people.  But  the  petitions  are  not  published — 
there  is  no  report— and  no  light  is  shed  on  the 
dark  suljeot  of  slavery  and  wa  dare  trade. 

A  right  *'  to  petition  the  Oovemment  for  a 
redress  of  grievances,"  is  secured  to  the  people. 
Bat,  sir,  of  what  use  to  the  people  is  the  right 
to  petition,  if  their  petitions  are  to  be  unheu^, 
nuread,  and  to  deep  the  sleep  of  death,"  and 
their  minds  to  be  enlidbtened  by  no  report,  no 
facta,  no  arguments  t  Have  Congress  the  power 
to  abolish  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the 
District  1  It  is  believed  they  have.  Of  the 
tliree  committees  who  have  reported  very 
briefly  on  the  subject,  one  expressed  no  opinion, 
another  admitted  Congress  had  unlimitea  pow- 
ers, and  the  other  admitted  that  thOT  had  by 
the  leUeTf  but  denied  that  they  had  by  the 
soope^  spiril^  and  meaidng  of  the  constitution, 
viuioat  the  consent  of  the  people  of  the  Dis- 
trict. 

By  the  constitution,  article  one,  section  eight : 
"  Congress  to  exercise  exolosiTe  le^slation,  in 
all  cases  whatsoever,"  over  tbe  Distirict. 

Could  language  ^ve  higher  powcff,  or  greater 
authority  ?  The  power  of  Congress  more  un- 
limited than  tliat  of  Lsgislatnres  of  the  several 
Btates  I  They  are  limited  in  many  Instances  by 
the  OonstitntioQ  of  the  United  States.  To  the 
power  of  Congress  over  the  District  there  is 
no  limitation.  It  is  undefined,  unlimited,  and 
absolnteL  or  it  has  no  foondation  and  no  ezist- 
enoe.  OwgreaB  never  did^  it  had  no  power, 
and  never  could  have  recuved  and  accepted, 
without  a  oonvention  of  the  States,  a  oradon 
from  the  States  of  Maryland  and  Yi^nia, 
abridging,  in  the  least,  sueh  nnllmited  powers. 
Congress  has,  then,  the  same  power  over  the 
subject  in  the  District  that  the  several  State 
Le^slatnres  have  in  the  several  States.  Several 
of  the  State  Legislatures  have  abolished  slavery 
in  their  respective  States.  And  the  power,  I 
bdieve^  is  nnivenally  oonoeded  to  every  State 
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Leridatnre  to  abolish  davery  and  the  slave 
trade  within  its  own  territories,  Congren 
must  have  suoh  power  over  the  District,  or, 
whilst  slavery  may  be  abolished  in  every  State 
in  the  Union,  it  must  be  perpetual  here.  We 
should  then  have  a  BepubUo,  rotten  at  the  core, 
boasting  of  its  freedom  and  tolerating  the  most 
GmA  and  odious  oppresfdons.  But  if  the  con- 
sent of  the  people  of  the  District  be  neoesBSiy, 
the  entire  consent  of  the  whole  people  must  be 
obtdned.  The  minority  cannot  act;  the  ma- 
Jori^  have  no  power,  no  will,  and  if  they  bad, 
they  have  no  lejpBlative  organ  bnt  Congren  to 
ezpresB  it.  So  that  tioii  doefcrine,  wtulsfc 
slaveiy  be  abcdidied  In  the  several  Btote^ 
it  must  stul  be  perpetuated  here.  For  never, 
until  human  nature  is  entirely  changed,  or 
imtil  the  millenniupi,  when  enslaved  man  will 
be  emancipated  by  a  power  more  than  mortal, 
will  all  the  citizens  of  this  District  unite  in  the 
abolition  of  Slavery  I 

And  are  the  measures  proposed  by  the  peti- 
tioners expedient  t  It  is  believed  that  they  are. 
And  here  I  would  beg  leave  to  notice  some  of 
the  ol^ections  that  have  heretofore  been  made 
to  their  adoption.  It  has  berai  said,  by  a&omer 
committee  of  this  Effoaa,  Hitt  "  the  qnestioa 
most,  in  the  end,  nnless  sofibred  to  res^  be 
productive  of  seriooa  mischief  if  not  daame^ 
to  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  Union."  Kot 
so.  Slavery  here  has  no  necessary  conneotioo 
with  slavery  in  the  several  States.  Itexisti, 
so  fiur  as  that  is  concerned,  under  separate  Gov- 
ernments, and  the  action  of  one  of  these  Gov- 
ernments, in  relation  to  slavery,  has  no  neces- 
sary connection  with  the  action  of  the  others. 

Again,  it  was  said  by  the  same  committee, 
the  qnesticm  "  creates  a  restieemess  in  the  slave 
for  Gsnandpation,  rendered  incompatible  with 
the  existing  state  of  the  country.  Humanity 
may  sometimes  fiiil  of  its  object,  and  rivet 
tighter  the  duuns  it  would  loose,  by  iqjndi- 
oiously  interposing  its  good  offices,  in  cases 
where  it  belongs  more  properly  to  others  to 
act" 

Sir,  the  petitioners  daim,  and  I  dum,  an 
e^oal  right  to  act  and  to  be  heard  witii  any 
dtizen  of  the  District  or  of  the  Bepublic 
Strange,  indeed  I  if  we  have  only  to  give,  give, 
and  have  not  the  right  to  petition  *'fer  a 
redress  of  grievances,"  wrongs,  and  cruel  op- 
pression. Shall  humanity  be  told,  shall  toe 
hnndreds  of  thousands  who  have  petitioned  be 
told,  that  her  and  their  efforts  irill  only  rivet 
tighter  the  chuns  oi  davery  in  tlds  Distriotf 
£lo  da^er  of  insorrection  oan  or  will  be  feared 
in  Ute  Mstriot.  The  number  of  whites  is  near 
five  to  one  of  the  daves,  and  ommderal^  more 
than  twioe  that  of  the  entire  black  ptHtoIation. 
The  excess  of  the  white  population,  tbe  mili- 
tary, the  marines  the  arseoalj  arms  and  ammoni* 
tion,  are  a  compete  and  entire  security  against 
any  and  all  insurrections  of  the  davee  m  the 
District. 

Again,  it  was  sdd  by  tlie  same  committee, 
"it  IB  not  the  Distiiot  of  Oolnmbia  alone  ihit 
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ie  interested,  bat  a  larce  pwtion  of  the  United 
States,  that  must  be  ufeoted  by  ereiy  move- 
meat  of  the  kind,  and  parUealarly  Maryland 
and  Ylr^nio,"  and  that  uaTery  oiu^t  not  to  be 
aboGshed  here  until  abolished  in  those  States. 

I  deny  that  the  qnestion  has  any  necessary 
oonneotioa  whatever  with  the  -daTehoIding 
States.   The  aboIiti<»k  of  slavery  here  would  be 

ErodnotiTe  of  no  iignry  to  the  snrronnding 
tatea.  It  has  been  abolished  in  one  State 
witboat  it^ory  to  an  a^oining  State.  And  to 
make  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District 
dependent  npon  its  abolition  in  the  States  of 
Uaryland  and  Tir^ia,  wonld  prevent  the 
General  Gtovemment  f nmt  selooting  th^  own 
time  for  the  p«f<Hiiuiioe  of  an  act  in  Jnstiae,  too 
long  delayed,  to  a  mncb-ii^Jared  ofass  of  our 
fieUow-beiugs.  The  will  of  the  national  Gov- 
enmient,  as  well  as  the  benevolent  wishes  and 
prayetB  of  bondreds  of  thonsands  of  bnmane 
petitionora,  wonld  be  dependent  on  the  l^iala- 
tive  acts  of  two  separate  Governments.  The 

EBtitioners  disclaim  all  alliance  between  slavery 
ere  and  davery  in  the  several  States;  and! 
hope  that  the  citizens  of  the  slaveholding  States 
will  not  claim  sach  alliance,  and  that  they  will 
not  attwipt  to  make  slavery  here  dependent 
i^n  alav^  tii«%;  and  that  they  will  not 
cmtend  that  an  attempt  to  abolish  slavery  in 
this  IMstriet  is  a  meddling  witb  slavery  in  the 
Berwal  States.  Should  wey  thns  claim,  and 
tfans  eontend,  onght  not  the  eight  millions  of 
people  inhabiting  the  free  States  to  donble  their 
exertions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  this 
IMstrietf  But,  I  cannot  believe  they  will 
<didm  aoch  allianoe. 

Sir,  I  believe  it  is  expedient  to  grant  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioners,  and  to  abolish  nlavery 
and  the  slave  trade  tlm>ughoQt  the  Disfxict. 
They  are  not  warranted  by  the  laws  of  nature, 
or  of  God,  and  are  oppressive  and  unjust — ana 
iniostioe  can  never  be  tolerated  without  crime, 
where  the  power  exists  to  correct  it.  And  it 
aniean  to  me  that  no  one  can  seriously  doubt 
that  Congress  possess  ftiU  and  ample  power.  It 
will  strengthen  the  District^  by  the  Introdootion 
of  a  free  population,  and  do  mnch  to  protect  it 
agunst  all  iutare  invasion.  The  abolition  of 
slavery  will  render  tbe  District  more  prosperous. 
Agricnltmre  will  flonrii^ ;  its  fields  and  planta- 
tions will  be  better  cultivated  and  improved. 
Arts  and  mannfiactureB  will  be  iucreasedf  and 
industry  and  enterprise  will  be  doubled.  The 
black  popnlation  will  he  rendered  more  service- 
aUe  than  they  now  are ;  for  in  the  same  pro- 
portion that  you  degrade  man  you  destroy  bis 
usefulness.  Honey  would  be  more  freely  ap- 
propriated, and  a  betler  feeling  towards  the 
IMstriot  woDld  exiib  Greater  faunumy  wonld 
pranU  tfaroo^ont  the  Union,  llie  publio 
mind  would  be  qnieted  and  tranquillized.  The 
power  of  Oon^resB  over  slavery  ep&at  and 
ended^  there  would  be  no  more  petitiimsforthe 
aboUtion  of  slavery— none,  none  wonld  ask 
Ooiigreai  to  InterftevwithBLKTaiTintheBeTenl 
State 


The  prayer,  tiien,  d  the  petitioners  ia  reason- 
able ;  in  accordance  with  the  nature  <^  man, 
and  founded  on  the  principles  of  eternal  justfce. 
The  time,  the  age,  the  progress  of  Uberal  prin- 
ciples throughout  the  world,  seem  to  require 
of  this  Bepublio  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia.  Theinqairitionsof  Span 
and  Portugal  have  been  abolished,  and  slavery 
throughout  the  British  dominions  nas  ceased  to 
exist  The  abolition  of  slavery  has  kept  pace 
with  the  march  of  republican  principles  in 
South  America,  and  there,  as  sceptres  have 
fallen  from  the  hands  of  kings  and  tyrants,  the 
shackles  have  fallen  from  enslaved  men ;  and 
slavery  has  ceased  to  exist,  and  is  unknown 
thron^ontthe  South  American  BepnbUcs.  It 
is  only  known  in  Brazil,  which  is  still  a  mon- 
archy, and  has  never  assumed  a  Republican  form 
of  government.  And  shall  slavery  be  upheld 
and  retmned  by  this  Government,  boasting  of 
its  freedom  and  its  republican  principles  ?  Our 
country  spent  hundreds  of  milHons  of  dollars, 
and  lost  tens  of  thoosands  of  lives  to  secure  our 
independence  and  fr-eedom  from  the  tyranny 
and  oppression  of  Britain.  And  we  uphold  and 
supijort.  at  the  seat  of  our  Gfovemment,  personal 
servitude,  personal  bondage,  and  creel  oppres- 
sions, harder  to  be  endured  by  the  sufi'erers  for 
one  day,  than  years,  aj^  than  ages,  of  the  op- 
preadona  of  Britain,  by  onr  anoeators.  And  do 
not  oar  prof!esrion%  contistency,  and  the  honor 
of  oar  ooontry,  demand  freedom  (^m  personal 
bondage  in  all  places  nnder  the  sole  legislation 
of  the  national  Government  ?  If  we  refhse  to 
^nnt  it,  shall  we  not  be  liable  to  be  reproached 
in  the  following  language  of  the  illustrious  Jef- 
ferson, when  speaking  of  slavery  and  the  stmg- 
^e  of  onr  ancestors  with  England :  "  What  a 
stupendous,  what  an  incompr^ensible  machine 
is  man,  who  can  endure  toil,  famine,  stripes, 
imprisonment,  and  death  itself,  in  vindication 
of  his  own  liberty,  and  the  next  be  deaf  to  all 
those  motives  whose  power  supported  him 
tiiroogh  his  trial,  and  inflict  on  ms  fellow-men 
a  boiraaxe,  one  hoar  of  which  is  fhiught  with 
more  misny  than  ages  of  that  which  he  rose  in 
rebdlitm  to  oppose." 

Those  whose  early  education,  associations^ 
Itabits,  and  interests,  have  familiarized  them  to 
slavery,  surely  cannot  refose  to  unite  with  those 
opposed  to  it  fKim  education,  early  habits  of 
association,  thinking,  and  acting,  and,  as  they 
believe,  from  religion  itself,  to  banish  slaveiy, 
and  all  its  real  or  supposed  evils,  from  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia.  The  common  land,  where 
all  the  legislators  of  this  country  meet  to  trans- 
act the  business  of  a  great  and  the  only  Repnb- 
lio,  should  be  lovely,  smiling  with  peace,  and 
blessed  with  the  especial  presence  of  liberty 
and  jostioe.  No  bondage,  no  stripes,  no  fetters, 
or  ehfdns,  inflicted  or  £wtened  on  man  without 
crime ;  no  tears  and  screams  of  the  oppressed, 
no  heartbroken  lamentations,  no  waumfcs  of 
despair  for  the  lights  of  morality  and  region 
extuigd;Aed;  fbr  hopes  m-esent  and  hopes 
ftibiireraliied;  fi>rallfhedelightftil  and  hd^  as- 
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sociatioiis  and  joys  of  domestic  bliM,  (for  I  con- 
sider the  negro  as  man ;)  for  all  the  ties  of  kin- 
dred, of  blood,  and  of  natore,  torn  asunder  and 
disaolved  forever,  ahonld&tigQe  the  eye  or  pain 
the  ear  of  any  le^lator  or  officer  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, or  of  the  citizen  of  this  or  of  any 
other  conntry,  who  makes  a  pilgrimage  to  this 
Uecca,  this  land  of  the  faithful,  this,  as  it 
should  be,  chosen  residence  of  freedom,  to 
render  homage  at  the  shrine  of  liberty. 

Every  man,  in  looking  at  this  District,  and 
this  alone^  mnst  agree  with  me.  To  render  this 
dioeen  land  beloved  by  all,  the  pride  and  the 
glory  of  all,  we  miut  fint  render  it  lovely. 
Lovely  it  can  never  be  to  all,  while  slavery  and 
the  slave  trade  oontinne  to  tarnish  Its  annals. 
Hetfainks  I  bear  some  one  exclaim,  the  present 
is  an  inaaspitaoos  time ;  the  oonntry  is  not  yet 
prepared  for  saoh  a  measure.  Bow  long  sh^ 
the  legislators  of  this  country  wait,  before  they 
spread  the  nnalloyed  blessings  of  an  entire  ex- 
emption from  personal  servitade  over  this  Dis- 
trict ?  For  more  than  thirty  years  the  citizens 
of  the  conntry  have  petitioned  Conn«ss  to 
abolish  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  uiis  Dis- 
trict. Grand  jnriea  of  the  District  have  pre- 
sented llie  BlavB  Ixade  as  a  nnisanoe.  Easurs 
have  been  published  in  the  newspi^wrs  ot  the 
District,  reoommendinft^  and  mwe  than  <me 
thousand  citizens  of  the  District  have  petitioned 
for  the  abolition  of  slavery-  and  the  slave  trade. 

And  again,  I  ask,  how  long  shall  Gongrw 
wait?  How  longl  -oh,  how  longl  before  a 
citizen  of  this  only  Repablic,  in  view  of  the 
freedom  of  this  District  and  emancipated  man 
here,  may  with  equal  pride,  equal  justice,  and 
with  as  much  truth,  burst  forth  in  the  elevated 
sentiments  uttered  in  the  warm  impassioned' 
language  and  burning  words  of  the  Irish  advo- 
cate and  orator,  when  contemplating  the  free- 
dom and  ezempUon  of  Eogland,  a  conntry  gov- 
erned by  a  crowned  head  and  an  hereditary 
peerage,  whose  tyranny  and  oppresEiona  our 
ancestors  could  not  endure,  from  wnaoel  ser- 
vitude and  negro  bondage.  How  long  I  oh  my 
God  1  how  long  before  an  American  citizen,  be- 
fore American  law,  in  the  genuine  spirit  of 
American  freedom,  may  with  truth  proclaim  to 
and  of  the  stranger  and  sojourner  here,  to  and 
of  man,  to  every  man  in  this  District — "  tiiat 
the  ground  on  which  he  treads  is  holy,  and 
consecrated  by  the  genius  of  emancipation.  No 
matter  in  what'  language  his  doom  may  have 
been  pronounced ;  no  matter  what  complexion 
incompatible  witii  freedom  an  Lidian  or  an 
African  sun  may  have  bnmt  upon  him;  no 
matter  in  what  ^sastrons  battle  his  liberty  may 
have  been  cloven  down ;  no  matter  with  what 
solemnities  he  may  have  been  devoted  on  the 
altar  of  slavery,  the  first  moment  he  touches 
the  sacred  soil,"  not,  ah  not  of  Britun,  but  of 
the  District  Columbia,  "  the  altar  and  the 
god  sink  together  in  the  dust ;  his  soul  walks 
abroad  in  her  own  native  majesty :  his  body 
awells  beyond  the  measure  of  his  diiUns  that 
burst  from  around  him,  and  he  stands  redeem- 
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ed,  regenerated,  and  disenthralled,  by  thegcniin 
of  universal  emancipation." 

Ur.  D.  then  moved  a  reSereoM  of  the  memo- 
rials to  a  select  committee. 

Kr.  OmKiT  sfud  he  did  not  rise  to  defend  the 
course  pursued  by  the  present  or  any  previons 
Oommittee  of  the  District  of  Ocdumbia,  apon 
the  subject  of  the  memoriaL  He  hoped  that 
neither  the  present  nor  any  previous  comnuttee 
required  any  such  defence.  Nor  did  he  mesn 
to  disturb  the  deep  sympathy  or  the  tendw 

CAet  of  the  gentlonan  mm  New  York,  still 
the  ^^t  hundred  ftir  memorialists  who 
have  made  the  gentleman  their  ohampioa.  He 
only  moved  to  uiy  the  whol«  snl^eet  en  the 
table,  and  upon  tlmt  qnesdon  he  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  question  being  taken,  it  was  dedded  in 
tlie  afflzmatiTe^  as  fiulo  wa : 

TxAS.— Heesn.  John  J.  Alloi,  ClulteD  Allui, 
Williun  AUen,  AxAet,  AiUey,  Bouldin,  Bandi, 
Byntun,  Gage,  OambFeleng,  Catnpbell,  CinnMiul, 
Can-,  Ciuuiey,  Chilton,  Ohim,  Claiborne,  Clay,  Ckj- 
ton,  Clowney,  Coffee,  Cramer,  Crockett,  Davis,  Daren- 
port,  Day,  Deberry,  Didcerson,  Dickinson,  Dmbp, 
Felder,  Fei^  Fcn«8ter,  Foster  William  K.  Fnller, 
Fnltm,  Gamble,  Qariand,  Qbolson,  Gfllet,  OOiMr, 
Gordon,  Oorfaam,  Graham,  Grayson,  Griffin,  J.  Hill, 
T.  H.  Hall,  Otlsey,  Haiuer,  Hann^an,  Ovdin, 
BaOawiO't  Hawkins,  Heath,  Howell,  Hontingbm, 
Inse,  Ebenezer  Jackson,  Jarria,  R.  M.  Johnaon,  H. 
Johmon,  Einnard,  Lane,  Lansing,  Lea,  Lewis,  I^re, 
Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyoo,  Abljah  Hami,  Marshall,  Uuia, 
May,  HcGomiis,  Mclntire,  McKay,  McKim,  UeVtaa, 
Merow,  Henry  MitdieU,  Robert  MitdieU,  Hnipbr, 
Pariu,  ftrtterson,  Peyton,  Fidcens,  Pierce,  Pfowo, 
Fiodtney,  Plummer,  Folk,  Pope,  Rencher,  ReTnolds, 
Aobertaon,  Schley,  Shepard,  Smith,  Spangler,^)Oglit, 
Standefer,  Stede,  Wm.  P.  Ta^or,  Philemon  Thonai, 
Tom{ddna,  Turner,  TnrrfU,  YandMpoel,  Vaa  Honlen, 
Watmovdi,  White,  Wild&  WiDiam^  misOD,  VIk, 
—111. 

Nats.— Messrs.  John  Qolncy  Adams,  Heman  AUco, 
Banks,  Barber,  Bates,  Baylies,  Bell,  Binney,  Bockee, 
Briggs,  Brown,  Burd,  Burees,  Bans,  Caa^,  Cbam- 
bera,  William  Clark,  CoiOter,  Crane,  DaifingtOD, 
Denny,  Didnon,  Evans,  Edward  Everett,  UDmon, 
Fowler,  Fhilo  C.  Fuller,  Galbiaith,  Greuiell,  Bud, 
J.  M.  Harper,  James  Hmee.  Hurison,  Hudtine, 
Heister,  Hubbard,  William  Jaduon,  Benjamin  Jowa, 
Kilgore,  L^rtc,  lay,  Thomas  Lee,  IJnodn,  Joel 
E.  Mann,  Hartiudale,  Moaea  Mason,  McCarty,  Xc- 
Ecnnon,  McLene,  Miller,  Hilligan,  IGner,  Horgu, 
O^ood,  Parker,  D.  J.  Peorce,  FMUips,  Potto,  Eam- 
oay,  Seed,  Sdiend^  Shimi,  Slade,  Sloane,  Stewart, 
W.  Taylor,  Thomson,  Tnunbull,  Twee^,  Tiiwe, 
Vinton,  Wagener,  Wardwell,  Webster,  WhsBoo,?- 
Whittlesey,  Toung— 7  T. 


Tuesday,  February  8. 
JhUjf  on  ^oraffn  (foal. 

Ur.  FntBU,  by  oonaent,  ofltoed  thefidhmiV 

resolution : 

Rttehed,  mt  the  Committee  of  Wa;r"  ''f^ 
be  instrocted  to  inquire  into  the  ezpedieo(7«  ^ 
pesUag  the  dn^  on  ntrelga  oosL 
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Hr.  F.  Bud  that,  in  offeriDethisr^lntion,  he 
requested  the  indQlseQce  of  uie  Honse  while  he 
endeaTored  to  expTam  the  reasons  which  In- 
dnced  him  to  sohoit  this  inqniTy — an  inquiry 
into  the  ineqiialitr  of  bnititens  imposed  \ty  the 
present  tariff — and  of  which  the  dnty  on  the 
importation  of  foreign  ooal  was  the  eminrait 
instance. 


TmntSDAT,  February  S. 

Jjouiiville  and  Jutland  CbnoZ.  « 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  tJie  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Fattoh 
in  the  chair,)  and  took  up  the  following  bill : 

"  A  bill  in  relaUon  to  the  LoniSTille  and  Portland 
Cinal. 

it  enaOtd^  Ac  That  the  SecretnT  of  the 
lyeiaury  be,  and  he  is  heretiy,  antboriud  anddirected 
to  porcbue,  in  the  nama  of  the  tTmted  States,  the 
shares  of  stodc  bdd  by  iitdiTidasla  in  the  LonisTille 
and  Portland  Csnal  Company:  Pnmdedt  That  each 
share  shall  not  cost  a  Bum  exceeding  one  hundred 
doUars. 

VBsa  2.  And  be  ^  further  mtacUd,  That,  when 
the  said  purobasa  shall  baTe  been  comirieted,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  said  Secretaiy  to  app<^t  a  super- 
intendent of  said  canal,  whose  c«npenntion  diall  be 
fixed  by  lai^i  >i>d  irhose  duty  it  diall  be  to  tal» 
proper  care  of  the  canaL 

"Ssa  S.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  the  tolls 
to  be  receiTed  on  said  canal,  after  the  stot^  thereof 
shall  baTe  been  purchased  in  manner  afwesaid,  shall 
be  so  regulated  as  to  be  In  no  event  more  than 
sufficient  to  keep  the  same  in  good  repur." 

The  bill  having  been  read  at  the  Olerk's 
table,  ^ 

Hr.  FoPB,  of  Eentacky,  moved  an  amend- 
ment, ^pn^riating  $664,800  to  the  ol^eote  of 
ihfibill 

Mr.  F.  then  addresBed  tJw  Honse  in  supptnrt 
£i  the  bill  and  amendments. 

Mr.  FiLutOBi  rose  to  inquire  of  the  genUeman 
from  Kentnoh?,  (Mr,  Pops,)  whether  the  char- 
ter of  Uie  oompany  did  not  require  that  its 
officers  should  be  stockholders.  If  this  were 
so,  and  the  United  Btates  should  pnrchase  out 
the  stock,  the  oharter  must  be  destroyed ;  for 
the  company,  owning  no  stock,  could  have  no 
officers ;  and  in  that  case,  by  what  title  could 
the  United  States  bold  the  property,  and  by 
what  authority  could  they  exact  any  toll  ? 

Mr.  For£  stated  that  he  had  examined  the 
obartor,  and  that  the  difficulty  suggested  by  iha 
h(HU>rable  gentlanan  from  Kew  Tork  (Mr. 
Pillhobb)  did  exist ;  but  it  could  be  obviated 
by  a  conditional  olanBe  In  the  bill  providing  for 
the  difficulty. 

The  question  was  now  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment propoa^  by  Mr.  Popk,  appropriating  the 
money  necessary  to  make  the  purchase  of  stock, 
ai^  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  69,  noes  1\, 


[H.  OF  fi. 


Satubdat,  February  7. 
BsUtiom  m'tA  FrmM. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States : 

To  the  Eoute  of  Bepreeeniativee  of  the  United  Statet : 
I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a 
report  of  tlw  Secretary  *tf  Slate,  accompanied  with 
extracts  from  oertafai  despatches  recdved  from  the 
ministOT  of  tlie  United  States  at  Paris,  which  are  com- 
municated in  comptiance  with  a  resolntioQ  of  the 
House  of  the  SIst  ultimo.  Being  of  opinion  that 
the  reddue  of  the  despatches  of  thst  miidster  cannot, 
at  present,  be  laid  before  the  House,  consistently 
with  tlie  public  Interest  I  decline  transmitting  tfaem. 
In  Aolag  so,  however,  I  deem  H  proper  to  state  that, 
^enever  any  eonuwimicatioo  shall  be  received, 
exhibiUng  any  change  in  the  ctHidition  at  the  bad- 
ness referred  to  in  the  resolulioD,  iuformation  will  be 
promptly  transmitted  to  Congress. 

ANDBfiW  JACKSON. 
WASEniOTOK,  Fi^ruary  6, 1886. 

Dkpabtmxnt  or  Stati, 

Washihgtom,  February  6,  1SS5. 
To  the  PuBiDnrT  of  the  United  State*  : 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  lias  been  referred 
the  rescdidion  <^  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  of  the 
81st  ultimo,  reqoestuiK  the  President  to  communi- 
cate to  that  House,  if  not  incompatible  with  the 
pablio  interest,  **  any  correspondence  with  the  Gov- 
ernment of  France,  and  any  despatches  received 
from  ihe  mmifiter  of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  not 
hitherto  communicated  to  the  House,  in  relation  to  the 
failure  of  the  Frendi  Government  to  carry  into  eS^ct 
any  stipulation  of  Ha  treaty  of  the  4th  day  of  July, 
18S1,"  tias  the  honor  to  rnwrt  to  the  Preadent,  that, 
as  far  as  is  known  to  the  Department,  no  corre- 
spondence has  taken  place  with  the  Government  of 
France  unoe  that  communicated  to  the  Honse  on  the 
2Yth  December  last.  The  Secretary  is  not  aware 
that  the  deqmtdies  received  from  the  nunister  of 
the  United  Statee  at  Paris  present  any  material  fact 
which  does  not  appear  in  the  correspondence  already 
transmitted.  He  nevertheless  enclosea  bo  much  of 
those  despatches,  written  subsequent]^  to  the  com- 
mencement o(  uie  present  seSfflon  of  tlie  French 
Chambers,  as  may  Serve  to  show  the  state  of  the  busi- 
ness to  which  they  relate  since  that  time,  and  also 
that  portion  of  an  early  despatch  which  contains  the 
substance  of  the  assurances  made  to  him  by  His 
Majesty  the  King  of  tlie  IVench,  at  a  tonail  audience 
granted  to  hhn  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  his 
credentials :  and  he  subnuts  for  the  Predtiteut's 
consideration,  whether  the  residue  can,  connst 
entlywith  the  ptiUic  iidereet,  be  now  laid  before  the 

H0U8& 

JOHN  FOBSTTH. 

Mr.  Livitunton  to  the  Secretary  of  State  (if  the 
United  Statee. 

IXTBAOIS. 

Paris,  October  4,  1888. 

Sib  :  On  Honday  I  presented  my  letter  of  credence 

to  the  Sing,  on  which  oocad<Bi  I  made  the  addreai 

to  him,  aoopy  of  iridcb  iseneUned. 

•        »        •        •        •  • 

ffia  axmrar  wu  long  and  eaiiMt,  Iflaanot  pre* 
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tendtoglTe  yoathe  vwdsofU;  boLin  Bubstance, 
it  WIS  a  mna  ezpresBion  of  Us  good  feelinff  towards 
the  Unitod  States  for  the  boBpltality  he  had  receiVed 
there,&a  *  •  •  •  •  A«  to 
the  convention,  he  said,  assure  your  GoToiuneat 
that  unaroidable  circumstancea  alone  prevented  its 
immediate  execution,  but  it  will  be  fiuthfliUy  pei^ 
formed.  Assure  your  Government  of  this,  he  re- 
peated,  the  neceaasry  laws  will  be  passed  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Ghsmbers.  I  tell  yon  tlii&  not  only 
as  King,  but  aa  an  Indindoal  whoae  ^tmm  will  be 
Allied. 

Mr.  IdvingsUm  to  tha  Swretary  of  State, 

Faus,  N<MmbtT  22,  1884. 

I  do  not  bopefor  anydecMoD  on  our  allUrabeCm 
die  middle  of  January.  One  motive  for  delay  te  an 
expectation  that  the  Heseage  of  the  President  may 
arrive  before  the  discussion,  and  that  it  may  contain 
something  to  show  a  strong  national  feeling  on  the 
suliject.  This  is  not  mere  conjecture ;  I  hu>w  the 
&ct,  and  I  repeat  now,  irom  a  full  knowledge  of  the 
case,  what  I  have  more  than  once  stotra  in  my 
former  despatcdiee,  as  my  firm  pecsoamon,  that  the 
modonte  tone  taken  by  our  Oovemment,  when  the 
r^ecdon  was  first  known,  was  attributed  by  some  to 
in<Ufi'erenoe,  or  to  a  conviction  on  the  part  of  the 
Fre^dent  that  he  would  not  be  supported  in  any 
strong  measure  by  the  people,  and  by  otheiB  to  a 
eonscioaaneaa  that  the  convention  hatj  giren  us  more 
than  we  were  entitled  to  adc. 

«••••• 

I  saw  last  nifflit  an  Influential  member  of  the 
Chamber,  who  told  me  that  •  •  •  •  » 
*  *  *  *  and  tiiat  the  £ing  had  spoken  of 
our  aflUrs;  and  appeared  extremely  anxious  to 
secure  the  paasage  of  the  law.  I  mention  this  as 
one  of  the  many  dreumstauees  whidi,  indepoident 
of  offldal  tasuraucea,  convince  me  that  the  King  is 
sincere ;  and  now  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  mncerity 
of  his  obinet  From  all  this  you  may  imagine  the 
anxiety  I  shall  feel  for  the  arrival  of  the  Pr^dent's 
Message.  On  its  tone  will  depend  very  much,  not 
the  paymott  of  our  cbuma,  bat  our  national  r^ota- 
tlon  for  eneosy.  I  have  no  donbt  it  will  be  such  m 
to  attain  both  of  tbese  important  objects. 

« 

Mr.  LMsi^ton  to  Mr.  Sbrtyth. 

■XXSACI; 

Pun,  J>M«Ri0r«,  1884. 
•  ••••• 

nw  Ohambers  were  convened  on  the  Ist  instant, 
under  very  exciting  circumstances;  the  ministers 
individually,  and  the  pspws  supposed  to  speak  their 
Ini^uage,  having  pre^naly  announced  a  dei^gn  to 
enter  into  a  flili  explanation  of  their  conduct,  to  aur 
Bwer  all  interrogations,  and  place  Uieir  continuance 
in  office  OQ  the  qnestion  of  approval  by  the  Chambers 
<^  their  meamres. 

This,  as  you  will  see  by  the  p^>erfl,  they  have 
ftankly  and  explidtly  done ;  and,  after  a  wann  de- 
bate of  two  days,  which  has  juat  closed,  they  have 
gained  a  dedded  victory.  Tlus  ^ves  them  confi- 
dence, permanence,  and,  I  hope,  influence  enough 
to  csrrr  Ae  treaty.  I  shall  now  urge  the  presenta- 
tion cn  the  law  it  as  early  a  day  as  possible,  and 
■Ithoogh  I  do  not  yet  feel  very  oertdn  of  auccea^ 
nyfai^  of  hare  natmaUy  modi  fncmsed  Iqrthe 


vote  of  tUa  evening.  The  oonTemtiom  I  have  had 
with  the  Eii»,  and  with  all  the  ministeTs,  otmvinoa 
me  that  now  uey  are  perfectly  in  earnest  and  united 
on  the  question,  and  that  it  will  be  urged  with  seal 
and  dtnlity.  Many  of  Uie  deputies,  too,  irith  -wtMrn 
I  have  entered  into  explanations  on  the  eabjeet, 
seem  now  convinced  tiurt  tlie  interest  as  well  as  th« 
honor  irf  the  nation,  teqoins  the  folfiknent  of  tbeiv 
engagements.  This  giree  me  hopes  that  the  ect- 
deavora  I  shall  continue  to  make  without  ceadng 
unUl  the  question  ia  dedded,  may  be  suooeasfhL 

The  intimatibn  I  have  conoelved  myself  aotbotixed 
to  make  of  the  serions  consequencee  that  may  be 
expected  from  another  ngecdon  of  the  law,  and  <rf 
the  firm  determfauition  itf  our  Government  to  admil  of 
no  rednotion  txr  dunge  In  flw  treaty,  I  think  hne 
had  an  effect  On  the  whole,  I  repeat  that^  irillioat 
being  at  all  coofidoit,  I  now  entertain  bettor  bopea 
than  I  have  for  some  time  past  done. 

Mr,  Liningston  to  tho  Soeretarg  ((f  State, 

Faxis,  JDeember  22,  1834. 
Sir:  Our  diplomatic  relations  with  this  Govern- 
ment are  on  the  most  extraordinary  footing.  With 
the  execnlive  branch  I  have  little  to  diacusa,  for  they 
aeree  with  me  In  even  material  point  on  the  subject 
01  the  treaty.  Wiui  the  LegisUtore,  where  the 
great  difficulty  arises,  I  can  have  no  offidlal  com- 
munication ;  yet  deeply  impressed  with  the  !mp(»^ 
tance  to  my  fellow-dtizens  of  securing  the  indemidty 
to  which  tfiey  are  entitled,  and  to  the  country  of 
enfonnng  the  execution  of  engagements  solemnly 
made  to  it,  as  well  as  of  preventing  a  rupture  which 
must  in&liibly  follow  the  final  reftual  to  execute 
the  oonven^m,  I  have  fUt  It  a  duty  to  use  every 
proper  endeavor  to  avdd  this  eviL  TUb  baa  been, 
and  contbuMs  to  be,  a  mtjeot  of  mocb  embunaB- 
ment 

•  •••«• 

Hy  last  despatch  (dth  December)  was  written  imme* 
diately  after  ttw  vote  of  the  Omiber  of  Depntiea  had, 
as  It  was  thon^  Beeured  a  m^ori^  to  ttie  adnun- 
latration ;  and  it  naturally  exdted  hopes  vrhlch  that 
suppodtioQ  was  calculated  to  inqiire.  I  soon  found, 
however,  both  trfoa  the  tone  (k  the  administration 
pcesi  and  from  the  language  of  the  King,  and  all  the 
ministers  with  whom  I  conferred  on  the  sul^ect,  that 
they  were  not  willing  to  pat  their  popobrity  to  the 
test  on  oar  question.  It  will  not  be  made  one  on 
the  detenmnatim  of  wUdt  the  ministers  are  willing 
to  risk  their  portfoUoe.  The  very  next  day  after  the 
debate  the  ministerial  Gazette  (Les  Dibats)  declared 
that,  satisfied  with  the  approbation  the  Chamber  had 
given  to  theb  s^m.  It  was  at  perfect  liberty  to 
exercise  its  discretion  as  to  particular  measures  whidi 
do  not  form  an  eesential  part  <tf  that  system;  and  the 
commnnic^ons  I  subsequently  had  viUi  the  King 
and  the  mlnlatera  confirmed  me  in  the  opinion  that 
the  law  for  executing  our  convention  was  to  be  con- 
sidered as  one  of  thoee  free  questions.  I  com- 
bated this  opinion,  and  asked  whether  the  fdthful 
obeervanoe  of  treaties  was  not  an  essential  part 
of  thdr  system,  and,  if  so,  whether  it^d  not  come 
witUn  thdr  rale?  WHhoot  anaweiQg  tins  argu- 
ment, I  was  told  of  the  endeavors  they  were  making 
to  secure  tfae  paeswe  of  the  law  by  praparingthe 
statement  menti(»ea*  in  my  fbnneroeqMtcih.  nSa, 


*  The  pMW  bate  laAmd  to  by  Ilr.  LMaptoB  Is  a  mawilr 
to  be  lalo.  bafbra  the  eoBaalsrian  wUoh  laqrlM  w«tetsd 
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it  is  s^d,  iB  neari;  finished,  and,  from  wh&t  I  know 
its  tenOT,  it       produce  sU  ibe  effect  that  trutl) 
and  jnstiee  cm  be  eipeoted  to  hm  on  prq'iidioe  and 
por^  stxrtt 

The  decidoQ  not  to  make  it  a  cabinet  qoeatioa  will 
not  be  witboat  its  farorable  operation,  •  *  • 
*  *  some  of  the  leaders  of  the  oppo^tiw,  who 
may  not  be  willing  to  take  the  responmbility  of  a 
rapture  between  toe  two  nations,  by  breaking  the 
treoij,  when  they  are  convinced  tiiat,  Inetead  of  forcing 
the  mlnisterB  to  resign,  thej  will  themsetree  only 
iitonr  the  odinm  of  having  caused  the  national  breactL 
In  this  Tiew  of  tlie  sabi^  I  shall  be  much  aided  if, 
by  the  tenor  of  the  Preddent's  MesBage,  H  is  seen 
tiiat  we  shall  Teaeot  flielneaohof  lUthftey  ctmtem- 
plate. 

It  ia  on  an  hands  conceded  that  it  would  be  im- 
pmdest  to  -pKm  the  deddon  befcm  the  next  month, 
whan  the  expbeitioti  will  be  printed  and  laid  before 

dw  Cfaamben. 

•  •••** 

On  the  whole,  I  am  far  from  being  sanguine  of 
success  in  the  endeaTors  whidi  I  ahaS  not  cease  to 
maite  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  important 
otgect  of  my  misdon ;  and  I  eipect  with  some  solici- 
tnoe  the  instmctions  for  my  coodoct  in  the  probable 
ciw  of  a  reaction  of  tiie  lav. 

I  ban  the  honw  to  be,  fta 

KDW.  IIVINGSrOIT. 
"Bon.  JoEH  FoBSTTE,  Becntory  of  State,  Sec 

Ur.  J.  Q.  AsAus  rose  and  said^  I  move,  ur, 
that  the  Uessage,  and  the  extracts  &om  the 
despatches  accompanying  it,  be  printed,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Oommittee  <mFor^gn  Belationa, 
with  iuBtrootiona  to  rmort  forthwith  on  that 
MTt  of  the  MesBwe  of  the  Precddent  of  the 
united  States  whic£  rdatea  to  fhia  snl^eot. 

Mr.  OaubbblbItq  s^d  that,  after  hearing  the 
correspondence  read,  he  hoped  the  gentleman 
from  Uassachnsetts  wonld  withdraw  ttiat  part 
of  bis  motion  which  required  the  Oommittee  on 
Foreign  Belationa  to  report  forthwith.  He 
tmsted  that,  whatever  measure  might  be  finally 
adopted  on  this  subject  by  the  House,  it  would 
receive  the  unanimons  vote  of  the  House. 

Mr.  J,  Q.  Adaub  said,  in  introducing  the 
motion  to  instruot  the  Oommittee  on  Foreign 
Belationa  to  report  on  the  snbieot  of  ^e  Mes- 
sage forthwith,  be  was  goTemed  bjthe  perena- 
tUffa  that  it  was  inooDnstent  with  the  mterest 
and  honor  of  the  notim  to  leave  the  satject 
longer  unacted  upon.  He  dioold  not  oljeet  to 
any  amendment  whioh  the  committee  might 
propose,  with  a-riew  to  allow  tiiem  time  for  the 
consideration  of  the  sulgect  But  he  did  ^ink 
that  it  was  important,  as  we  were  now  within 
a  few  weeks  of  the  close  of  the  session,  that  the 
Bubject  should  be  brought  before  Uie  House 
without  further  delay.  It  appeared  doubtful, 
from  the  corre^ondence  which  had  bewi  read. 
wbether  the  Government  of  France  would 
fulfil  the  stimulations  of  the  convention.  Mr. 
Livingston,  in  his  letter  of  the  6th  of  December, 
uses  very  aangoine  terms  in  relation  to  the 
saooeBB  « the  appropriation  bill ;  but  in  b  sab- 

ta  axamtno  the  law,  IntsnM  to  aoatain  all  ttie  ■mtmcnti 
aad  fluta  by  wUah  ft  to  to  be  nvportsd. 
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sequent  letter,  of  the  33d  of  December,  he  stated 
that  the  new  ministry  would  not  even  propose 
to  the  Ohambers  to  act  on  the  appropiiation  as 
a  ministerial  measure.  The  ministers  them- 
selves, therefore,  were  not  unanimons  on  the 
principles  of  the  appropriation,  and  Mr.Iiring- 
ston  said  that  he  was  now  far  from  bcung  san- 
guine  in  the  success  of  his  endeavors  to  accom- 
plish the  object  of  bis  mission.  Other  reports 
(Mr.  A.  sua)  stated  that  there  was  no  pr<mieot 
of  obtfdning  the  appropriation.  Under  these 
caroumstances,  he  thought  it  time  for  the  House 
to  take  up  the  subject,  as  it  was  proposed  hy 
the  Treeaaeat  in  his  Message  at  the  conomence- 
ment  of  the  seauon.  Now,  that  it  was  so  prob- 
able that  the  French  Ohambers  would  do 
nothing,  it  had  become  tiie  imperious  Antj  of 
the  House  to  act  on  the  snqject.  He  was 
desaroas  that  the  Oommittee  on  Foreign  RelA- 
tions  shoold  make  a  report  He  did  not  pro- 
pose to  preseribe  what  tney  shonld  report ;  he 
only  awed  them  to  report 

Mr.  Abohbr,  of  Yirginia,  ezpreaaed  his  sur- 
prise at  the  proposition  for  inatrootlon  coming 
m>m  his  friend  from  Massachnsetts.  "When  the 
House  gave  a  peremptory  instruction,  such  as 
was  now  sa^;e6ted,  for  an  instant  report  from 
a  committee,  what  did  such  a  proceeding  im- 
port, and  was  considered  in  parliamentary 
nsage  as  importing  always?  Why,  that  the 
opinion  of  the  House  was  made  up  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  report,  and  that,  therefore,  it  required 
no  further  inqniry  on  the  part  of  ita  oi^^,  the 
committee.  This,  he  repeated,  was  t^e  parlift- 
mentary,  as  it  was  the  reascmable^  constmctlon. 
Well,  then,  what  was  the  inference  here,  if  the 
House  yielded  to  ttie  Instruction  !  That  itself, 
as  well  aa  the  honorable  member  from  Massar 
chusetts,  stood  prepared  to  discard  further  sus- 
pense under  the  information  just  oonununic^^d, 
on  this  most  important  sabject  of  our  relations 
with  France,  (the  ocoa^on  of  so  much  anzious 
deliberation,)  and  was  now  ready  to  act  defiui<- 
tiv^I  And  how  act?  In  a  continued  for- 
bearance ?  If  that  were  the  course  demgned, 
no  instmcticm  was  required ;  and,  if  designed, 
the  instruction  must  lead  to  misinterpretation, 
g^ven,  as  it  would  be  on  the  instant,  after  the 
reading  of  im&Torable  intelllgenee  frran  onr 
minister  in  France,  as  regarded  the  prospects 
of  the  treaty  for  eieoution,  and  acoompaiued, 
too,  and  introduced  by  snoh  remarks  as  had 
fallen  from  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sadiusetts,  certainly  of  no  veiy  forbearing  and 
temperate  character.  The  instruction,  then, 
would  be  the  declaration  of  a  disposition  on  the 
part  of  the  House  to  take  a  belligerent  attitude 
towards  France,  or  such  a  one  as  had  been  inti- 
mated in  the  President's  Message,  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  session,  which  had  just  been  refer- 
red to  wiCi  so  strong  an  Inference  of  prais^ 
prospectiTe,  at  least,  if  not  immediate.  Was 
the  Hoose  Qii.  A.  asked)  in  this  dispodtion? 
Did  it  partake  the  ferror  which  had  been  mani- 
fiasted  W  the  gentleman  from  Massaohnaetts? 
He  mam  open  pis&sdon  thai  hedidu^iin 
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one.  He  aav  nothing  in  the  eztraota  which 
had  Just  beeareadfromHr.  LiTingsttrn's  oorre- 
Bponaenoe,  to  for  any  present  d^>artai« 
from  tha  coarse  wUeh  he  nnoerstood  had  been 
agreed  on  hj  a  tatnt  bat  general  consent,  to  for- 
bear action  on  this  bosiness  of  the  treaty,  till 
we  had  beu^  from  the  action  of  the  French 
Chambers  on  the  Babject.  To  the  assarances, 
which  were  reiterated  in  the  extracts  jost  read, 
of  the  continaed,  sincere,  onited,  and  even  zealoas 
disposition  of  the  French  cabinet  to  give  effect 
to  the  treaty,  wbat  informatioQ,  of  a  diffisrent 
promise,  was  given  in  the  last  of  these  despatches 
oalonlated  to  awaken  a  flame  and  aroase  to  a 
precipitate  and  peremptory  action  on  onr  part! 
Whr,  the  whole  wonld  be  fonnd  to  amount  to 
a  dindniihed  probability — a  waning,  thoogh 
not  extingaisbed  expeota^n,  on  the  part  of 
JSt.  Livingston,  of  the  exeontion  erf  the  treaty. 
Mr.  LiTingst(m  foond  from  the  coort  JonmEJ, 
and  oonreraations  with  the  ministers,  that  the 
execution  was  not  to  be  made  a  cabinet  meas- 
nre,  bnt  to  be  left  to  tiie  discretion  of  the 
Ohambers.  From  any  qaestion  of  good  futb  or 
abatement  of  zeal  on  the  nde  of  tbe  ministry  to 
carry  the  measare  t  No  I  Bat  from  the  diflB- 
cnlties  of  their  ministerial  position.  They  de- 
tail to  him  tbeir  poipose  and  plan  to  effect  the 
object,  and  he  himself  thinks  it  of  ^Toat  force 
to  operate  on  prejudice  and  par^  spirit 

Mr.  Olatton,  of  Georgia,  said:  Feeling  it 
my  duty  to  vote  against  the  gentlemAn's  motion, 
and  having,  at  the  early  part  of  the  seecdcHt,  in- 
trodoced  a  resolution  embrsidug,  in  part,  tbe 
same  olfject,  it,  might  seem  to  be  required,  to 
aave'  from  the  reproach  of  inoondstenc^,  to 
offer  some  justification  for  my  present  coarse. 
The  I^^denfs  Message  evidently  presented 
two  propositions :  either  to  take  no  action  upon 
the  subject,  or  to  authorize  reprisala,  which  I 
then  and  now  consider  as  a  war  measure.  To 
avoid  war,  and  acting  under  a  solemn  conviction 
that  it  was  wholly  unnecessary,  and  might  be 
averted  by  prndent  measnres,  I  believe  that  a 
timely  evidence,  afforded  the  French  nation, 
that  Congreea  did  not  agree  with  the  exeentive 
brandi  Qovemment,  wonld  restore  the  tem- 
per of  the  nation  to  that  condition  which  existed 

Srior  to  tiio  Message ;  would  remove  from  the 
eliberations  of  tbe  French  Le^lature  that 
passion,  fseUng,  and  warmth,  so  unfavorable  to 
Just  and  correct  reenlta,  wluob  that  document 
was  certainly  calculated  to  inspire.  This  par- 
pose  of  mine  has  been  folly  accomplished  by  the 
other  branch  of  Congress.  The  unanimous  vote 
of  the  Senate  will  effect,  if  any  thing  can  do  it, 
the  object  I  had  in  view ;  and  sore  I  am,  if  it 
does  not,  the  progress  of  Congress  in  that  direc- 
tion, may  as  well  oome  to  a  panse,  and  then  it 
will  be  proper  for  as  to  consider  the  other 
propontion  of  the  President.  UhtiL  tiien,  the 
efibct  of  the  Senate's  measure  shall  he  known, 
I  am  unwilling  to  move  any  further. 

Hr.  MoEiNLBT  said  he  was  pleased  to  se^  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Adams) 
evince  so  becoming  a  spiriUon  the  occasion ; 


[Fmbwamt,  18S5L 

and  if  he  would  delay  his  motion  till  areastm- 
time  was  given  to  hear  farther  from  France, 
he  Qii,  M.)  would  go  with  him  for  instructions 
to  me  Committee  on  Fore%n  AfiUrs,  provided 
they  would  not  make  a  proper  report  withont. 
iii.  M.  Baid  that  he  was  prepared  to  act  deci- 
sively apon  this  subject  t)ef6re  the  adjournment 
of  Congress.  Tbe  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Aboheb)  ni^s  forbearance  towards  our 
ancient  friend  and  aUy.  He  believes  the  King 
of  the  Frendi  sincerely  desires  that  the  treaty 
of  the  4th  of  July,  1881,  should  be  carried  into 
effect;  md  that  we  onght  not,  ther^ore,  to 
carry  oat  ttie  recommeiHution  of  the  Prendent^ 
bet^iBe  it  may  lead  to  war ;  we  ought  not,  ha 
thinks,  to  involve  the  country  in  war  for  the 
sum  in  cwtroversy.  Sir,  how  ioagis  tins  for- 
bearance to  be  urged  upon  us  uwe  have 
been  four  sesnons  of  the  French  Ohambers  since 
the  exchange  of  ratifications  of  the  treaty.  At 
the  first  the  subject  was  not  noticed ;  at  tiie 
second,  which  lasted  about  four  months,  it  was 
lud  before  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  nineteen 
days  only  before  tbe  adjournment ;  the  bill  was 
referred  to  a  committee,  and  there  the  matter 
ended ;  the  next  session  continued  about  three 
months,  and  about  fifteen  da^s  before  its  ad- 
journment the  subject  was  again  brought  to  tbo 
oondderation  of  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  but 
not  acted  upon ;  and,  finally,  at  the  aestioa  in 
April,  18S4,  the  question  was  fully  diaousBedby 
the  DteputieSf  and  the  bill  containing  ih»  oeoes* 
sary  appn^nation  rejected. 

Mr,  Lrnx  said :  Mr.  Speaker,  since  I  have 
had  the  honor  of  a  seat  upon  this  floor,  it  has 
never  been  my  good  fortune  to  listen  to  Breeches 
in  this  House,  or  elsewhere,  or  at  any  time,  or 
upon  any  occasion,  in  which  I  felt  the  same 
sensations  which  have  been  produced  upon  me 
by  tbe  proposition  and  appeal  made  by  tiie 
venerable  member  from  Massachusetts  this 
morning.  Sir,  there  was  in  it,  to  my  mind, 
however  it  may  affect  the  minds  of  others; 
I  say  there  was  in  it  to  my  mind,  a  d^ree 
of  moral  grandeur  and  snblimfty  which,  as 
an  AmeriMMn  citizen,  I  was  most  proud  and 
happy  to  see  and  hear.  The  ex-representative 
of  the  Executive  department  of  this  Govern- 
ment now  uding  to  uie  extent  of  his  lUiilitiea, 
as  a  Representative  upon  this  floor,  in  tbe 
councils  of  his  country,  and  sastainingwitii  the 
candor  and  undisguis&d  patriotism  of  an  Ameri- 
can freeman,  the  spirit  and  proposition  of  hia 
BUcoessM  rival,  the  incumbent  of  the  executive 
chfur  st  this  time ;  and  upon  what  ?  Upcm  a 
proportion  that  the  people  of  this  country 
should  vindicate  their  national  pride  and  t^eir 
national  honor.   What  was  ^e  character  of  the 

Sroporition  of  the  honoahle  gentleman  from 
[aseadhnsetts  >  Does  it  amonnt  to  a  deolara- 
tion  of  war,  if  adopted  by  tlus  House  (  No, 
It  merely  proposes  to  c&U  upm  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Affairs  to  make  a  report  to  vindicate 
this  Houae  from  the  imputation  which,  I  innst 
with  him,  will  rest  upon  it,  of  punllaidmonfliy 
crinpog  to  the  Jugging  and  cqtriofls  <tf  a  ftveign 
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potentate,  who  is  nnwiUutg  to  render  that 
justice,  over  and  over  agfUa  proposed  by  him- 
self and  admitted  to  be  due  to  this  eonntry, 
and  after  foor  montiis  of  the  sessicHi,  for  it  is 
now  the  fonrtfa  month  since  the  special  call  of 
the  French  Chamher  of  Deputies  was  made, 
with  reference  to  the  a^ostment  of  this  very 
claim ;  here  we  are,  with  what  intelligence  from 
France  i  Why^  that  your  minister  was  first 
aedaoed  into  the  beUe^  or  assared  into  the 
belief,  by  the  flourishes  of  Lonis  Philippe  and 
hia  cal^et,  that  they  really  intended  to  enter, 
heart  and  sonl,  into^Ma  measnre,  and  instantly 
carry  the  treaty  into  effect ;  that  they  meant 
to  pledge  the  whole  weight  of  the  Govramm^it, 
and  to  throw  themselves  into  the  soale,  and 
make  it  a  national  proportion.  This  was  the 
pmiK)rt  of  Mr.  Livingston's  first  despatch.  But 
what  was  the  amonnt  of  his  subsequent  corre- 
spondence f  Why,  be  grows  less  and  less  san- 
guine up  to  the  date  of  hia  last  oommunioation, 
and  fimuly  tells  us  he  is  now  not  at  all  sangnine  1 
That  the  French  King  and  his  cabinet,  instead 
of  making  it  a  ministerial  measnre^  and  throw- 
ing the  whole  weight  and  popDlarity  olt  the 
Qovemment  into  the  scale,  have  shutSed  out  of 
tiie  OGotroTer^y,  and  left  tt  as  an  open  matter, 
in  the  deddoa  of  which  they  have  no  special 
interest  Kow,  let  me  ask  the  members  m  this 
HooM,  what  pledge  they  will  wait  for  after  this 
dnEGSiDg  course,  before  the  close  of  this  session  ? 
Om  thOT,  after  t3^  expect  to  receive  intelli- 
gence of  a  more  sratenil  character  1  Or  may 
&ey  not  reasonably  calculate  upon  hearing,  by 
the  first  vessel  that  may  arrive  from  Europe, 
that  this  nation,  which  has  thus  long  procrasti- 
nated the  payment  of  a  just  claim,  has  deter- 
mined not  to  pay  it  at  all  ?  And  having  come 
to  that  oondunon,  and  knowing  that  war  is  in- 
evitable, may  we  not  expect  bar  to  take  the 
first  step,  and,  as  a  matt»  of  safetr  to  herself; 
detain  onr  ships  nowin  the  Meditoranean,  and 
blockade  the  ports  tiiere  f  Wel^  what  are  we 
aiked  to  do  by  the  proposition  of  the  btmorable 
member  from  Haauohiuetts  t  Nothing  more 
than  that,  iu  the  event  of  their  refosing,  before 
the  a^oumment  of  this  Honse,  to  rati^  this 
treaty,  the  House  will  pledge  itself  to  answer 
the  call  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
by  giving  him  power,  or  resorting  to  some 
other  means,  in  tiie  event  of  this  contingency, 
to  save  the  nation,  and  protect  its  honor  and  the 
Just  claims  of  its  citizens  from  the  agressions 
of  this  insolent  and  juggling  power.  Sir,  when 
I  hear  the  appeal  from  such  a  quarter,  echoing 
back  tiie  same  ^irit,  so  highly  and  properly 
landed  on  the  vuut  of  the  Ezecativa,  by  one 
grown  gray  in  diplomacy,  and  ftmiliar  with  the 
tricks  of  courts ;  by  one  who  has  a  jost,  a  high, 
and  an  honorable  sense  of  his  own  character, 
and  the  character  of  the  American  people ;  I 
say,  sir,  there  is  no  room  left  for  me  to  doubt 
of  its  propriety  at  this  time.  I  say,  sir,  now  is 
the  time,  and  if  I,  for  one,  were  certain  that  a 
messenger  would  arrive  this  very  nidit,  with 
intelligenoe  that  the  French  Chamber  bad  acted 


upon  this  subject,  I  would  still  urge  the  adop- 
tion of  the  rraolntion  of  the  genUeman  from 
Massachusetts.  It  goes  the  whole  to  show 
abroad  the  sense  of  the  American  people  in 
reference  to  this  matter.  It  goes  the  whole  to 
show  that,  if  it  is  the  intention  of  France  to  sufier 
this  Oongrees  to  pass  over,  before  any  intelli- 
gence of  a  satisfactory  character  should  be 
received,  the  Bepresentatives  of  the  American 
people  are  not  slumbering  at  their  posts,  but 
are  aroused  at  the  prospect  of  iiijory  and  insult, 
and,  by  an  opression  of  some  sort  of  the  char- 
acter referred  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Ksfisa- 
ohnsetts,  that  they  are  prepared  to  vindicate 
the  character  and  honor  of  the  country,  and  let 
the  world  know  that  that  power  which  attempts 
to  cavil  with,  to  special  plead  with,  to  juggle 
with  the  United  States  of  America,  have  m»le 
a  serious,  and,  for  them,  an  mifortonate  mistake. 
That  we  are  prepared  to  go  the  whole  for  the 
ntirit,  if  not  the  measure,  of  the  proposition  in 
the  executive  Message ;  and  that  we  will  stand 
by  and  sostain  the  President  therein ;  that  we 
will  make  it  a  common  cause.  That  will  be 
done,  and  I  hope  now^  upon  the  proposition  of 
the  gentleman  from  MassachusettB ;  and  I  trust 
the  matter  will  be  referred  by  the  unanimous 
vote  of  tUs  House.  What  valid  objeoticm  can 
be  ur^  against  it}  It  does  not  contain  a 
proposition  for  immediate  action ;  it  only  anti- 
cipates that  which  I  believe  will  come ;  and  in 
the  event  <tf  its  coming,  we  should  then  have 
the  vantage  ^und,  and  be  able  to  show  that, 
even  before  it  arrives,  we  were  in  a  state  of 
preparation  to  meet  iL  It  is  a  delicate,  but  a 
well-timed  and  judicious  proposition,  and  one 
that  I  hful  as  an  American  freeman  and  a  Bep- 
resentative  of  this  body,  from  the  bottom  of  my 
Boul,  especially  coming  from  the  quarter  it  does. 
I  again  reiterate  the  nope,  that  the  resolnticm, 
as  worded,  will  be  unanimooaly  adopted. 

Mr.  SuTHZBUHV  observed  that  he  was  as 
much  pleased  as  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  to 
find  that,  in  this  contest,  they  ^ould  have  the 
powerful  £ud  of  the  very  distinguished  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts.  He  had  r^oiced  to  hear 
the  noble  sentiments  to  which  that  gentleman 
had  given  utterance.  Yet,  while  he  could  not 
but  approve  of  the  elevated  and  patriotic  feel- 
ings which  that  gentleman  had  manifested,  he 
was  not  quite  ready  to  go  with  him  at  this  par- 
ticular time.  If  we  were  to  have  any  contest 
with  France,  he  wanted  to  secure  for  this  coun- 
try the  vantage  ground.  This  he  would  do,  not 
by  pressing  sooh  a  question  at  this  momoit. 
He  would  wait  till  he  had  received  definite  in- 
formaliim  as  to  her  final  determination.  For, 
after  all,  France  was,  and  had  been,  onr  friend 
and  ancient  aDy.  He  would  speak  of  her  in 
the  language  of  the  President,  and  he  would 
wait  till  the  very  last  hour,  that  he  might  mve 
her  a  chance  of  saying  whether  she  would  or 
would  not  pay  this  debt.  He  had  been  asked 
by  the  gentieman  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Lytlb,) 
whether  he  expected  to  receive  any  favorable 
inteUigenoe,  In  il^>ly,  he  would  sa^,  that  every 
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wave  cuiied  ho|>e  upon  its  bosom.  The  lYeoch 
Government  might  jet  send  as  &  message 
worthy  of  France.  Bat  if  not,  then  he  was 
ready  to  go  with  the  gentleman  from  Kassa- 
chnsetts,  with  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  and 
with  every  other  gentleman  in  the  Honse,  in 
the  high  road  of  honor,  and  miuntiun  the  glory 
of  our  conntry.  He  had  believed  with  the 
President,  that,  as  we  had  asked  nothing  but 
what  was  right,  so  we  ooght  to  sabmit  to  noth- 
ing that  was  wrong,  France,  however,  had 
assembled  the  Ohamber  of  Depnties  at  an  earlier 
period  ^an  ttsnal,  and  it  was  possible  that 
something  might  yet  be  done  in  time.  In  the 
meanwhile,  Hr.  S.  wanted  no  report  from  the 
committee.  To  one  thing  he  was  ready  to 
pledge  himself:  not  to  leave  that  hall  till  the 
honor  of  the  country  was  vindicated  in  some 
form.  If  nothing  else  ahonld  be  left  them  bat 
to  go  to  war  with  France,  he  shoold  do  it  moet 
relnctantly.  He  was  for  giving  her  the  very 
last  chance  of  an  amicable  settlement  He  was 
not  for  foKettinir  ancient  tirne^  and  the  recol- 
lections of  the  Bevdlntion.  It,  however,  tiie 
Stench  nation  supposed  that  becaose  she  had 
once  been  oar  ally  and  firiend^  we  never  wonld 
go  to  war  wiUi  her,  do  what  she  wonld,  ^e 
wonld  find  herself  mistaken.  Still,  he  wonld 
w^t  till  almoBt  the  very  close  of  the  seeaion. 

Mr.  HjlHbb,  of  Ohio,  said  that  he  did  not  rise 
to  make  a  speech.  He  did  not  donbt  that 
gentlemen  aronnd  him  understood  the  snbjeot 
qaite  as  well  as  he,  and  mnch  better ;  and  that 
ul  were  prepared  to  act  whenever  the  proper 
time  should  arrive.  Bat  on  the  c^aeetion  of 
time,  there  was  a  difference  of  opmion.  All 
things,  however,  indicated,  in  the  meanwhile, 
that  the  nataanal  honcn-  was  saft.  He  enter- 
tdned  no  fears  as  to  the  Home  or  the  oonntry. 
He  r^p^tted  to  diffef  from  his  friend  and  col- 
league on  the  left,  (Mr.  Lttlk,)  especially  on  a 
question  of  snch  deep  importance.  Bat  the 
reading  of  the  dooamenta  which  had  been  oom- 
mnnicated  to  the  Hoasehad  had  an  effect  npou 
himself  directly  opposite  to  that  which  tiiey 
seemed  to  have  had  npon  his  ooUeagne.  To 
him  it  was  perfectly  ohvioos  that  two  things 
mast  take  place  before  the  House  ooold  go  to 
their  conunittee  and  demand  a  report.  The 
memorial  which  had  been  prepared  by  oar 
minister  onght  first  to  have  been  presented  to 
^e  Ohamlw  of  Depaties,  and  the  aotioa  of  that 
bo^  with  respeot  to  it  known ;  and,  in  the 
seo<Hid  place,  uie  Ueasage  <tf  the  Frendent  to 
Congress  should  have  reached  Franoe,  and  the 
effect  of  that  message  apon  the  national  conncils 
shoald  also  be  known.  It  was  probable  tliat 
in  a  ftw  days  intelligence  on  both  these  points 
wonld  be  received,  and  antil  then  he  considered 
it  as  impradent  and  impoUtic  to  call  npon  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affiure  to  report  to  the 
Honse  any  measnre  whatever  for  its  adc^on. 

Mr.  H.  thereapon  moved  to  amend  l^e  motion 
of  Mr.  Adaics,  by  stiikhig  oat  so  mnoh  of  it  as 
went  to  instruot  the  committed  to  report  forth- 
with. 


[FXBBVAKT,  istut. 

Mr.  Stkwabt  said  he  had  notrisAi  tomakea 
speeoh,  bat  to  offer  an  amendment  to  the  motion 
.  of  the  gentleman  from  Masaaohnsetts,  chiefly 
with  a  view  of  thereby  obtaining  greater  mia- 
,  nimity.  It  most  be  admitted  by  all  that,  in  a 
case  of  this  kind,  nnanimi^  was  of  the  ntznost 
importance.  The  eflSdenoy  of  the  acticoi  of  the 
HooBB  woold  in  fhct  depend  in  a  great  meastire 
npon  it  The  nation  on^t  to  presoit  a  nnfted 
front  Divided  oonnoUs  could  not  be  prodno- 
tive  of  any  good  result  Mr.  8.  had  luard  no 
objection  to  the  proposition  of  die  gentieraan 
from  Massachnsetts,  whose  patriotic  sentimeDti 
mnst  command  the  ^probation  and  the  adndra- 
tion  of  alL  Tet,  he  ooold  not  but  liiink  that 
reqniring  Hho  committee  to  report  finihwith, 
might  M  conMdered  as  somewhat  premature. 
He  woold  therefore  take  the  liberty  of  suggest- 
ing to  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Haasachn- 
setts  to  modify  his  motion,  by  striking  ont  the 
word  '*  forthwith,"  and  inserting,  in  lien  there- 
of, the  words  "on  or  l>efore  the  16th,"  or  per- 
haps it  wonld  be  bettw  to  say  the  "aothcrfthe 
present  month."  Thia  pro1>ably  woold  meA 
tiie  views  of  tin  gentleraan  from  Ohk^  (]&■. 
Hahbb,)  and  wonld  be  mrae  Ukdy  tobeadt^ted 
with  nnanimil^  hj  the  Honse,  than  dther  the 
oiimnal  propo^imi  or  the  amendment  proposed. 

Mr.  Oahbsblkno  observed  that,  if  the  other 
branoh  of  the  L^islatnre  had,  at  the  oommeno»- 
ment  of  this  matter,  assomed  a  bolder  and  a 
firmer  stand,  it  woold  have  been  more  const  st- 
ent with  the  trae  digni^  of  that  Honse  and  the 
honor  of  the  nation.  Unfortrmately,  the  Gov- 
ernment was  divided.  Borne  gentlemen  were 
in  &vor  of  waiting  and  forbearing,  in  the  hme 
that  BQoh  a  ooorse  woold  be  attended  with  toe 
happiest  oonseqnenoesL  For  his  own  part  be 
had  been  ready,  from  tiie  first,  to  respond  to 
the  spirit  and  sentimenta  d  the  Presddent'fl 
Message,  and  either  to  adopt  the  measure  re- 
commended, or  some  other  which  should  go  to 
show  to  the  Frenoh  nation  that  this  Govern- 
ment has  determined  to  enforce  the  rights  of 
its  citizens;  for,  Mr.  O.  thonght  that,  after 
yeara  of  insolt  on  the  one  side,  and  forhrarance 
on  the  other,  farther  forbearance  woold  no 
longer  be  a  virtne.  In  now  requesting  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  to  permit  this 
question  to  rest  for  the  present,  he  was  aetoated 
only  by  a  desire  that,  when  the  Honse  did  act, 
it  should  act  titi ftniTv>/>TMjy— th ft^  it  shoold  ^eak 
hot  yrab  one  vtrfoe. 

Ur.  a  did  not  wish  to  advocate  the  measors 
which  had  been  recommended  by  the  Freridei^ 
becaose  it  was  imposdUe  at  this  time  to  obt^ 
an  undivided  vote  in  its  fiivor,  and  he  therefore 
asked  the  Hoose  for  some  d^y,  in  the  prospect 
and  hope  of  greater  nnanimity.  He  tmstea 
that  both  branches  of  the  Lepslatore  wonld 
eventnally  come  to  one  and  the  same  groona. 
He  now  said  to  the  gentieman  from  Hassachn- 
setts  (Mr.  Adaus)  that  he  was  as  anzions  for  a 
disctts^on  of  this  important  subject  as  that 
gmtleman.  He  folt  that  on  this  qnestaw  every 
moment     deliijr  waa  ^nfliingi^ig  i^oo  the 
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riod  which  ought  to  be  glren  to  debate  and 
ocnuideraUon,  bat  he  wat  inflnenoed  by  tiie 
high  oondd^raUon  of  the  iraportftnoe  of  una- 
nimity. He  liked  the  eo^^eetion  of  the  gmtle- 
man  from  PennBylvfluia,  QSr.  Stbwabt,)  and 
preferred  it  to  the  original  motion ;  but  if  the 
gentleman  from  Hassaohnsetts  wonld  consent' 
to  allow  the  committee  a  little  time  longer  to 
consult,  the  Honse  wonld  be  deliberating,  as 
the  nation  was  every  day  deliberating,  on  this 
important  anbject.  The  result  he  felt  inclined 
at  once  to  fear  and  to  hope  for.  It  seemed  to 
him  that  war  would  become  inevitable  sooner 
car  later;  bnt^  be  this  as  it  mk^ht^  any  hidf  meas- 
ures woold  pat  aba  ooantry  m  a  worse  sHoatlon 
than  an  exhibition  of  decision  and  spirit  He 
hoped  that  by  the  20th  of  the  month,  if  not  be- 
fore that  time,  the  oommittee  would  be  prepar- 
ed to  report,  when  tiie  genfleman  from  Musa- 
ohnsetts  would  have  an  opportonity  of  folly 
sabmittios  his  views.  He  tmated  that  gentle- 
man womd  consent  to  withdraw  his  motion ; 
but,  if  not,  then  that  some  proposition  resem- 
bling that  which  bad  been  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvuila  (Mr.  Stkwabt) 
wonld  be  adopted  by  the  House. 

Ur.  Fatton.  P.'b  remarks  were  fre- 

qnenUy  indlstinotly  aadible  at  oar  reporter's 
desk.)  Jit,  P.  was  understood  to  say  ne  bad 
not,  in  the  sUghtest  degree,  changed  hie  opinion 
with  regtud  to  the  propriety  of  a  prompt  and 
immediate  report  mm  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Affairs,  opoo  the  matter  under  considera- 
tion ;  but  entertained  tjie  opinion,  with  unabated 
conviction,  that  it  was  their  duty  to  the  House, 
to  the  country,  and  eminmtiy  so  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  whose  opinions  and 
recommendations  npon  this  great  snbjeot  had 
been  committed  to  them  for  deliberation,  that 
the  committee,  which  constituted  a  merely  in- 
cipient oi^an  of  the  House  for  digesting  mate- 
rials fbr  its  action,  should  not  delay  one  moment, 
after  thdr  own  opinion  and  judgment  bad  been 
formed  upon  the  materials  committed  to  than, 
in  reporting  thor  resolnlioiu  and  delibenitioas 
for  the  concurrenoe,  or  fiar  the  disapprobation 
of  the  HooN.  Entertaining  that  view,  and 
entertuning,  moreover,  the  belief— a  belief 
deeply  impressed  upon  his  mind  by  the  informa- 
tion commanicated  that  morning,  the  material 
parts  of  which  were  before  within  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs — 
that  it  was  utterly  hopeless  to  e^dct  any  de- 
oinve  infonnation  from  IVance,  as  to  t^e  action 
which  would  take  place  in  the  French  Chamber 
<^  Deputies  upon  we  bill  makiug  appropriations 
for  carrying  the  treaty  into  ^e<^  ontfl  after, 
or  nntil  very  near  the  dose  o^  the  present  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  he  did  then  conceive,  and  he 
now  conceivedf  that  this  subject  ought  to  have 
been  before  the  House  for  its  deliberation  upon 
the  principles  involved  in  the  Preadent's  Mes- 
sa^,  as  well  as  upon  the  expediency  and  pro- 
priety of  tije  particular  measure  of  redress  he 
proposed,  and  the  expediency  or  prc^riety,  at 
that  time,  of  resorting  to  any  measure  ot  reonn 
VoL.m— i8 
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wbatever.  However  his  own  onions  mi^t 
diffisr  fnm  those  of  any  other,  or  aU  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Belations, 
upon  that  subject,  it  was,  he  hmnUy  conceived, 
a  matter  that  belonged  not  to  the  committee  to 
decide  or  to  conclude.  It  was  noL  fae  ocoio^t- 
ed,  for  them  to  forestall,  but  it  belong^  pecu- 
liarly to  that  House,  nnaffected  and  unin^uenced 
by  tlie  action  of  any  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  Government :  it  belonged  to  the 
popular  body,  to  the  immediate  Bepresentatives 
of  the  people  of  this  country :  it  belonged  to 
them  in  a  peculiar  manner,  that,  as  soon  as  they 
had  maturely  deliberated  upon  the  materials 
pres^ited  for  their  judgment,  they  should  say 
to  France,  and  to  the  oountry,  what  their  opin- 
ions, what  their  feelings,  what  their  course, 
were  to  be  upon  this  matter.  As  it  was  then 
presented,  how  did  the  facts  stand  ?  "Mi.  Llr- 
mgston's  despatoh  of  the  22d  of  November 
showed  that,  according  to  the  information  ob- 
tained by  him  in  Paris,  uie  bill  which  the  French 
King  ^ir.  P.  had  no  sort  of  doubt,  with  the 
utmost  sincerity,  for  he  did  not  take  the  Sing's 
declaration  in  the  literal  sense  of  the  terms  in 
which  it  was  couched)  had  declared  his  determi- 
nation to  present  to  the  Chamber  of  Deputies, 
as  soon  as  it  could  be  reasonably  and  judioions- 
Ij  lureaaited,  would  not  be  [uresented  to  the 
Chamber  for  its  ctmsideratioa  until  the  middle 
of  January.  AH  the  infbrmation  we  have  sub- 
seqnentiy  received,  eithw  from  Hr.  Livingston 
or  from  any  private  sources,  went  to  satisfy  us 
that  this  impresrion  was  correct,  and  that,  in 
all  human  probabilify,  instead  of  being  present- 
ed earlier,  it  would  not  be  till  a  later  period. 
This  was  a  question  which,  knowing  as  we  did 
the  feelings  and  opinions,  and  the  conflict  of 
opinions  existing  in  France,  and  in  the  Chamber 
of  Deputies,  on  this  subject,  would  not  be,  could 
not  be,  promptly  and  immediately  disposed  of. 
And  every  one  knew  that,  if  the  sul^ect  was 
not  presented  to  the  OhamW  before  the  middle 
of  January,  it  could  not  possibly  receive  the 
definite  action  of  that  body  early  enough  for  us 
to  obtun  any  information  of  their  definite  action 
tmtil  the  close,  or  near  the  dose,  of  the  present 
sesrion  of  Congress.  Hr.  P.  could  not  therefore 
perceive  the  propriety  for  further  delay,  nor  did 
he  t^e  other  day,  when  he  offered  to  that  House,, 
and  asked  permission  to  present,  for  its  adop- 
tion, certiun  resolutions  containing  the  princi- 
ples and  opinions  upon  which  he  was  prepared 
to  show  to  the  House  that  it  was  time  the  sub- 
ject should  oome  under  its  ddiberation.  More 
than  two-thirds  of  t2ie  sesdon  had  dapsed,  and 
only  three  weeks  of  it  remaining,  and  there- 
was  just  time  enough  that  this  s^ect,  which, 
was  calculated  to  produce  much  oonnict  of  opin- 
ion,  and  a  great  variety  (tf  proptwitions,  as  to 
what  ought  to  be  the  course  adopted,  should' 
be  brought  before  this  body,  whose  delibera- 
tions we  all  knew  could  not  be  promptly  brought 
to  a  oonclusion:  they  should  have  it  in  their- 
power  fully  to  d.eli berate  upon  t^e  prindples  it 
Involved,  and  as  soon  as  tney  had  oome  to  kl 
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(qididoiL  to  ezpresa  it  in  the  form  of  roBolntions 
or  in  w6  f<xm  of  action.  If  there  were  any 
who,  upon  deliberation,  dionld  be  of  opinion 
that  at  tiiat  time  it  was  pmdent,  proper,  and 
necesaarj,  to  have  action,  it  might  oe  taken. 

Ur.  E.  Etbbktt  uiA :  I  have  been  in  &Tor 
of  the  committee's  reporting  forthwith,  from 
the  b^ioning  of  the  seswon.  I  thoaght  it 
very  important ;  highly  desrable  to  do  sa  So 
mach  time  has  since  el^»ed.  and  the  difference 
between  reporting  fbrtbwith  and  reporting  at 
as  late  a  period  as  it  oaa  well  be  ^me,  is  so 
inoonsiderable,  that  I  attach  less  oonseqaenoe 
to  it  tiian  I  did.  At  the  oommenoement  of 
the  session,  I  thought  an  immediate  report  fnm 
the  committee  would  have  done  great  good. 
It  was  preoisdr  a  prompt  and  wM  coarse 
which  I  desired.  I  was  not  for  war,  nor  re- 
prisals, in  the  state  of  affairs  then  existing; 
and  we  are  now  told  that  neither  of  these 
measnres  was  contemplated  bj  any  member  of 
the  Hoose.  What,  then,  ooold  we  have  d<>ne 
promptij  and  boldly  I  We  oonld  have  done 
this :  We  could  have  taken  up  the  sabjeot  as 
one  of  enunent  importance,  admitting  no  ddaj 
in  the  Mwddwatuni  of  the  House.  We  ooold 
hitn  shown  the  jostice  of  the  American  side 
«f  the  qoesdoo,  In  the  strongest  terms.  We 
onUd  have  nttcored  the  Aeliuff  and  Tlewa  of 
ibia  Bartobf  ht  tbe  Wrongest  and  most  emphatic 
lat^tnage. 

I  have  s^d  already,  edr,  that  my  anticipations 
of  the  satis&ctory  a^'ustmeot  of  the  business  are 
lees  sanguine  thiui  they  wore.  There  are,  how- 
CTOT,  some  reasons  for  hope  that  the  French 
Ohambers  will  make  the  appropriation  this  win- 
ter. One  of  the  d^ief  reasons  is,  that  the  Oham- 
ber  of  Deputies  of  last  year  oontained  some  mem- 
bers by  no  means  entitled  to  the  onnpUment 
paid  to  them  by  tiie  (pintleaun  from  Kentnoky, 
Qlr,  Jomnoir,)  of  having  understood  tiie  ques- 
tion thoronghhr,  and  not  having  rejected  the 
appropriation  tbrongh  isnorance.  On  the  con- 
trary, rir,  there  was  ej^ibited,  in  my  opinion, 
an  entire  ignorance  of  some  of  the  most  im- 
portant facts  of  the  case,  and,  in  reference  to 
the  most  important  of  them  all,  a  gross,  not  to 
say  a  discreditable  ignorance,  wbi^  I  believe 
proved  fa^  to  the  passage  of  the  appropriation 
biU,  and  which,  should  the  two  countries  most 
nnluq^ily  be  brought  into  colliBioUf  will  throw 
atoemeimons  respousibUity  on  those  members. 

Ton  are  aware,  nr,  that,  on  all  sides,  it  was 
admitted  that  something  waa  dne  to  toe  dti- 
zens  the  United  States,  and  that  it  was 
merely  on  a  qnestion  of  how  much,  that  the 
great  issue  of  annulling  or  executing  a  treaty 
was  made  to  depend.  In  this  state  of  the  con- 
troversy, and  just  as  the  (^nestion  was  about  to 
be  taken,  members  arose  m  tiie  French  Cham- 
ber, and  stated  that,  of  the  five  millions  of 
indemnity  provided  by  the  treaty  under  dis- 
cussion, two  millions,  covering  the  St.  Sebas- 
tian's oases,  had  i^ady  been  pud  under  the 
Florida  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
SpflinI  The  assertim  waa  immediately  oontra- 
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dieted  by  the  IGnlster  of  Fwoi|^  AlEain,  whose 
exposition  of  the  whole  qnestion  was  one  of 
the  most  masterly  parliamentary  efforts  I  have 
seen.  His  contra£ction  was  direct  and  posi- 
tive, as  to  its  purport ;  but,  if  one  may  jndse 
from  the  report  of  the  debates,  (very  Uk^y 
imperfect,)  it  was  less  decided  and  authoritative 
in  manner  than  could  have  been  deored.  At  all 
events,  I  have  been  told,  by  an  inteUigent 
American  gentieman  who  was  present  on  the 
occasion,  that  t^ese  statements  were  evidently 
fat&l  to  the  bilL  The  question  was  taken  im- 
mediately aftw.  It  iras  lost  by  <Kily  ei^t 
votes. 

We  know,  rir,  that  deUberative  bodies  maj 
be  taken  by  surprise,  by  planrible  statenwnta. 
Were  we  ourselves  about  to  appropriate  five 
millions  of  dollars  in  pi^rment  of  an  acknowl- 
edged debt,  and  should  member  after  member 
rise,  with  a  treaty  in  their  hands,  muntaining 
that  two  of  the  five  millions  had  l>een  already 
paid,  and  read  us  passa^  of  the  document  to 
prove  it,  and  if  any  thing  short  of  the  most 
poutive  contradiction,  acoompanied  with  the 
most  satiafiM^tory  explanation,  were  ^ven,  it 
would  very  likdy  prove  fiital  to  the  bill ;  oer- 
tainly  so^  if  the  House  were  almost  eqoallr 
divi^  befitre.  For  these  reasons,  as  I  sidd, 
I  rely  something  on  the  fact  that  the  bill  was 
r^ected  last  winter,  not  in  a  full  understanding 
of  the  facts,  as  the  gentieman  from  Kentucky 
seemed  to  think,  bnt  in  au  entire  ignorance  of 
the  most  important  of  them  all.  And  when 
the  memoir,  which  has  been  mentioned  in 
Mr.  Livingston's  despatches  to-day,  shall  have 
proved  to  the  fVen<m  Ohamber,  (as  I  presume 
it  will  do,  from  the  character  of  tome  oi  the 
documents  which,  during  the  recess  of  Con- 
gress, have  been  ramiahed  to  the  French  Gov- 
ernment at  its  request^  onrs,)  that  the  atate- 
m«it8  I  have  alluded  to  wne  utterly  destitute 
of  foundation,  that  the  Bt  Sebastian's  oases 
were  all  rejected  by  the  oommiasioners  under 
the  Florida  treaty,  as  not  included  in  its  provi- 
sions, and  that  they  have  been  all  admitted  by 
the  oommisnoners  now  mtting  under  the  pres- 
ent treaty,  as  notoriously  provided  for  by 
that  treaty,  I  trust  it  will  not  be  without  its 
effect 

But  I  do  not  build  with  entire  confidence  on 
this,  or  any  other  ground  of  encouragemenL 
I  see  smnethiug  ominous  in  the  character  and 
oompositi(m  of  the  <q>pontiou  to  the  Sing  and 
his  ndnlBtry  on  this  qnestim.  What  did  tiie 
King  tell  Ur.  livingston  I  That  he  mi^ht  rdy 
upon  his  honor  as  a  King,  and  his  pronuse  as  a 
man,  that  the  treaty  shonld  be  executed,  tor 
myself^  I  place  the  most  unqualified  dependenos 
on  this  assurance.  I  believe  that,  as  far  as  his 
influence  extends,  it  will  he  strennonsly  exert- 
ed; that  hie  constitutional  powers  will  be 
strained  to  the  ntmost,  to  procure  the  execution 
of  the  treaty.  But  what,  nr,  is  the  melancholy 
truth,  as  to  the  condition  of  the  Eing.'s  Oorem- 
ment  f  I  would  not  in  wantonness  eaj  any 
thing  diaparaginc^  of  the  internal  eoodinoa  of 
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afiUra  in  a  conn  try  between  which  and  onr  own 
the  reUtiona  of  amity  sUll  snbust ;  but  when 
oar  own  righta  and  oluma  are  made  the  sport 
oi  tiie  state  of  parties  in  a  foreign  oonntry,  it 
is  a  fair  subject  of  comment  The  Eing  will 
do  his  atmost  to  effect  the  fulfilment  of  the 
treaty,  and  not  merely  becanse  it  ia  a  just 
treaty,  bat  becaoae  (as  he  told  Mr.  Livingston) 
his  feith  as  a  sovereign,  and  his  honor  as  a 
man,  are  pledged.  Bat  what  ia  the  position 
of  the  l^ng  himself!  Does  not  aU  the  world 
know  that  ne  does  not  fill  the  throne  on  the 
principles  of  what  ia  called  legitimacy  f  That 
there  are  two  ^werfal  parties  in  France, 
agreeing  in  notmng  else,  but  united  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  preset  establishment  of  the  Gov- 
ernment? I  mean,  of  coarse,  the  party  of  the 
late  dispossessed  Cunily,  on  one  side,  and  the 
extreme  liberals  on  the  other.  It  ia,  as  far  as 
we  can  judge  at  this  distance,  mainly  a  combi- 
nation of  these  two  parties,  taking  along  with 
it,  of  course,  the  natural  oppoution  to  all  heavy 
money  bills,  wtuoh  has  hitherto  defeated  the 
execution  of  the  treaty* 

With  these  two  parties,  instead  of  onr  gain- 
ing 8b«ngtii  from  Qm  oircnmstanoe  that  the 
King's  r^al  word  and  personal  honor  are 
ple^ied  to  flilfil  the  treaty,  it  ia  precisely  for 
thia  reason  that  they  oppoee  it.  And  they 
opp<»e  it,  not  with  a  seal  measured  by  the 
simple  merits  and  conseqnence  of  the  treaty, 
but  witii  an  intensity  of  purpose,  and  depth  of 
feeling,  inspired  by  their  hostility  to  the  Gov- 
ernment Seeing  the  opposition  to  the  treaty 
thus  conducted  by  parties,  who  would  move 
heaven  and  earth  to  shake  the  King  from  bis 
throne,  I  own,  sir,  I  look  to  see  thia  question 
linked  in  with  the  very  elements  of  the  perma- 
nence of  the  present  order  of  things  in  France. 
Oonld  it  be  redneed  simply  and  solely  to  thia 
iasne,  all  mlglit  be  well ;  but  witii  thia  powerful, 
deep-seated,  &r-reaohing  opposition,  we  must 
feoT^  as  I  have  said,  that  what  ip&j  be  called 
the  natiiral  opposition  to  all  such  measnres  will 
unite  itself.  The  £ing  will  do  every  thing  to 
carry  the  treaty  into  effect  I  am  sure,  if  it 
were  necessary,  he  would  shed  his  blood  to 
fulfil  it.  I  should  hear  with  deep  regret  a 
single  word  that  would  cast  a  shade  of  doubt 
on  nis  sincerity.  But  whether  he  will  even  be 
able  to  sustain  htma^  who  shall  voueh}  I 
trust  he  wilL  I  (relieve  it  highly  desirable  for 
the  peace  of  France,  and  uie  harmony  of 
Europe,  that  he  ahould.  I  have  litUe  doubt, 
shonki  his  Government  be  orertumed,  it  would 
be  fidlowed  by  diaastrona  consequences,  not 
muvortiiy  the  high  breaeh  of  fUth  toward  the 
United  States,  with  wUch  the  war  a^idnst  it 
seems  to  have  commenced. 

Mr.  GiuiBB,  of  Georgia,  said  that  he  felt 
himself  called  upon,  by  the  remarks  which  had 
fidlen  from  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massa- 
ehusetla,  (Mr.  Adaus,)  as  welt  as  by  the  motion 
which  he  had  introduced,  requiring  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Afi^rs  to  report  at  an  early 
day,  to  presoit  tiie  xeasons  why  he  ooidd  not 
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accord  in  opinion  with  that  gmtleman,  nw 
vote  fat  the  motion  which  he  had  made.  The 
proposition  ot  that  goitleman  was  founded  on 
the  belief  that  the  House  was  bound  in  honor 
and  policy  to  act  upon  the  French  question 
during  the  present  session ;  and  that,  unless 
the  conmiittee  should  report  by  Monday  week, 
the  session  waa  in  danger  of  elapsing  without 
any  due  discussion  of  the  subject  or  action  upon 
it  If  Mr.  G.  believed  in  tlie  supposed  neces- 
sity, he  should  certunly  approve  and  vote  for 
the  motion ;  but  if  it  waa  true  that  the  Hooae 
could  not  and  ought  nottoactn^thatsnl^eet 
at  all,  then  the  motion  was  improper,  axui 
ought  to  be  rejected.  Why  was  the  House 
bound  to  act  ?  Because  it  was  in  possession  of 
all  the  facta  which  were  necessary  to  enable  it 
to  act  definitively  in  the  case?  Surely  not; 
and  if  the  House  did  not  possess  the  facts  it 
ought  not  to  act,  because  it  was  improper  to 
act  without  them.  Might  it  not  happen  that, 
at  the  time  pointed  out,  the  House  would  still 
be  withoat  the  requisite  information  ?  80  far 
as  they  could  now  see,  nothin|g  was  more  prob- 
able. And  bow,  thai,  could  it,  with  propriety, 
act  at  all  t  The  coarse  to  be  pormed  depended 
on  1^  state  of  Hub  qnestiou :  has  tiie  French 
GK)Termn«it  reflued  to  cany  into  eff^  its 
trea^  with  the  United  States?  The  House 
could  act  on  no  other  ground,  and  all  the 
threats  about  what  we  would  do,  and  all  pledges 
given  beforehand,  as  to  the  course  to  be  adopted, 
were  untimely,  impolitic,  improper,  and  calcu- 
lated to  do  notiiing  but  injury.  The  question 
of  peace  or  war  was  an  important  one.  It  was 
the  greatest  question  on  which  the  nation  had 
to  pass.  It  not  only  touched  the  public  honor 
and  interest,  but  it  came  home  to  the  concerns 
of  every  citizen.  On  such  a  question,  why  did 
gentlemen  urge  the  House  to  act  before  it  could 
act  nndcOTtandin^y  I  Were  they  not  all  agreed 
that  the  Government  of  this  country  was  so 
oonatitnted  that  we  ought  never  to  go  to  war 
but  aftor  the  greatest  practicable  forbearance  t 
Was  not  peace  our  avowed  policy  ?  Why,  then, 
should  we  enter  into  these  premature  discos- 
sions?  The  refiections  and  menaces  thrown 
out  under  such  circamstuicea,  were  unworthy 
of  the  House  and  injurious  to  the  character  of 
the  nation.  He  had  heard  much  said  about  the 
national  honor,. and  about  the  necessity  of  vin- 
dicating the  national  honor.  Bat  all) 
what  were  the  roles  of  this  national  honor,  of 
which  gentlemen  q>oke  so  much  and  so  loudly  f 
By  what  was  it  to  be  regulated!  It  mlc^t  do 
when  crowned  heads  fell  out  abont  questions  (tf 
per0(mal  dignity,  or  intereet,  to  talk  about  rules 
of  honor,  and  about  being  bound  by  their  honor 
to  resent  each  other's  acts.  But  the  principles 
which  actuated  and  governed  this  nation,  and 
which,  he  trusted,  would  ever  guide  this  Gov- 
ernment, were  not  the  capricious  rules  of  a 
fancied  honor,  but  the  doctrines  of  national  law. 
If  war  should  come,  gentiemen  would  find  that 
it  waa  not  to  be  carried  on  by  flonrishea  of 
rhetoric 
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TuxBDAT,  Feljniaiy  10. 
Deposit  Banlea. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Polk,  the  Hoiue  then  pro- 
ceeded to  t^e  consideration  of  the  bill  regnl^ 
ing  the  depomts  <^the  United  States  in  ontain 
local  banks. 

Mr.  Polk  addressed  the  House  in  explanation 
of  ita  proTinoDB,  and  in  favor  of  its  passage. 
The  bill  which  naa  been  read,  said  Mx.  F.,  is 
mbstantially  that  which  pawed  the  Honse  at 
the  last  searion  of  Oonmas,  but  fiUed  in  the 
Senatflu  Upon  a  oarenu  review  of  the  provi* 
rioDS  ot  the  Inll  of  the  last  ^ear,  the  cominittee 
finmd  but  few  points,  in  their  judgment,  reqnir- 
tng  <diaDge  or  amendment.  These  wiU  be 
IvesMitly  stated. 

After  the  fnll  discussion  of  the  last  year,  the 
sobjeet  to  which  the  bill  relates,  and  the  objects 
proposed  to  be  attained  hj  it,  must  be  ftuniliar 
to  every  gentleman ;  and  it  will  only  be  neces- 
sary on  this  oooasion  to  present  a  few  prominent 
facts,  with  the  condoaions  to  which  tney  neces- 
sarily give  rise,  to  satisfy  not  only  the  Hoose, 
bat  tiie  oonntry,  that  the  present  finandal  sys- 
tem is  no  longer  to  be  regarded  as  an  ezpeii- 
ment.  Throng  the  agency  of  State  banks,  the 
fisoal  operaticms  of  Government  have,  daring 
the  past  year,  been  eminently  sQccessfhl.  The 
'  collection  of  the  pnblic  revenne,  and  the  trans- 
fer of  Ainda  to  distant  points  for  disbursement, 
have  been  made  by  the  deposit  banks — prompt- 
ly, effidenUy,  and  withoat  charge  to  the  pnbUc. 
Nothing  has  been  lost  to  the  Treasnry,  and  no 
part  of  the  pnblic  service  has  suffered  incon- 
venience by  the  employment  of  tiiese  agents. 
All  this  has  been  done^  not  only  wlthont  the 
aid  of  tiie  national  bank,  bnt  agunst  its  power, 
and  in  defiance  of  its  efforts  to  cripple  their 
operatlmis,  to  distress  th^  oommnni^,  and  em- 
barrass the  Treasury.  Oonneoted  with  this, 
the  state  of  the  general  omrenoy  is  fiinmd  to  be 
in  as 'sound  a  state  as  at  any  fonner  period. 
The  fiscal  operations  of  tiie  Oovemment  have 
been  conducted,  during  the  p^  year,  as  they 
had  been  previous  to  the  existence  of  the 
present  Bank  (tf  the  United  States,  by  means  of 
arrangements  made  with  the  local  banks,  in 
pursuance  of  the  discretionary  power  created 
by  the  laws  in  the  executive  department  It 
was  deemed  proper,  however,  for  Congress  to 
limit  and  define  this  discretion  as  far  as  by  law 
it  could  be  done,  aswellastopirovide  additional 
goards  and  securities  for  the  public  money ; 
and  for  that  pnrpoae  the  bill  of  the  last  session, 
as  well  as  that  now  nndw  oondderation,  had 
been  Inronght  forward. 

The  Question  was  now  put,  and  decided  by 
yeas  ana  n^  as  f()Uow»— yeis  100,  nqrs  99. 


Fbidat,  February  13. 
Sdi^  of  OiHwent  qfArkarua*. 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  dtiz^  of  Arkansas 
who  lost  property  by  a  treaty  with  the  Ohoo- 
taws,  was  talnn  up. 


[FKBKiUHr,  188S. 

Mr.  Vmrow,  of  Ohio,  went  into  a  history  of 
the  oirenmstanoes  of  the  case,  and  remonstrated 
against  rewarding,  with  a  donation  of  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres,  men  whose  onlf  merit 
was  the  having  trespassed  on  the  pnhlio  land, 
and  refused  toleave  what  they  had  seized,  un- 
til compelled  by  military  force. 


Batdbsat,  February  14. 
Pott  Cffiee  BeportM. 

Mr.  Bmeea  asked  the  consent  of  tiie  Eoosa 
to  take  up  the  motion  which  he  had  offered 
yesterday,  to  print  25,000  extra  copies  of  the 
reports  of  the  minority  and  minonf^  of  the 
Post  Office  Invest^tion  Oommittee,  together 
with  the  accompanying  dooamraits. 

The  question  bwig  on  the  adoptitm  oS  the 
resolution, 

Mr.  SpBidHT,  who  had  yesterday  moved  to 
print  10,000,  said  he  was  not  aware  when  he 
made  that  motion  that  the  documents  were  so 
voluminous  as  they  in  &ct  were.  He  was  satis- 
fied that  th^  oould  not  be  printed  within  any 
reasonable  time,  and  that  they  most  he  Prided 
into  diffomt  puts.  When  it  was  oonddered 
that  the  newspapers  would  publish  such  parts 
as  they  chose  of  the  reports  and  documents, 
and  that  in  that  way  they  would  obt^  a  gen- 
eral droulation,  he  thought  a  much  less  number 
of  copies  than  that  which  he  had  proposed 
would  be  deemed  sufficient.  He  moved  6,000 
copies. 

A  long  debate  ensued,  and  finally,  Mr.  Bbigob 
modified  his  motion  so  as  to  propose  8,000 
copies  of  the  reports  with  the  docnments,  and 
20,000  copies  of  the  reports  alcme.  LiUdsform 
the  resolution  was  adopted. 


MoNDAT,  February  16. 
AhoUtion  of  Slaetry  in  the  Dittriet  of 

Mr.  Stanb  })resented  the  petition  of  a  large 
number  of  citizens  of  WaterviQe  and  Yassu- 
boroi^h,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  praying  for  tho 
abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colom- 
bia; and  stated,  in  brief  terms,  his  acquiescence 
in  the  general  sentiments  and  objects  of  the 
memoriu,  and  his  hope  that,  at  no  distant  day, 
the  attention  of  Oongress  would  be  j^vrai  to  the 
subject;  and  tha^  so  tax  as 'he  oould  tread 
on  firm,  oonstitntional  ground,  he  should  go 
promptiy  and  unhesitatingly.  The  subject  was 
not  free  from  difficulties,  but  he  busted  they 
would  all  be  overcome  by  the  wisdom,  persever- 
ance, patriotism,  and  philanthropy,  which  Con- 
gress might  bring  to  its  consideration.  As  other 
similar  memorials  had  been  already  referred  to 
the  Oommittee  on  the  IMstrict  of  Columbia,  he 
moved  the  same  reference  of  this,  in  the  hope 
that  the  oommittee  would,  at  some  early  period, 
present  a  report. 

Mr.  pHULin  sfdd  he  was  about  to  present  a 
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memorial  in  favor  of  the  abolition  of  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Oolombia.  It  was  signed  ty 
1,249  male  citizens,  who  are  ail  represented  to 
be  legal  voters,  and  also  by  2,648  ladies,  of  the 
county  of  Essex,  in  the  State  of  Massachnsetts. 
These  memorialists,  said  Hr.  P.,  are  many  of 
tiiem  known  to  me  to  be  of  the  most  respeot- 
ftUe  oharaeter  and  standing.  They  re^eotMIy 
and  earnestly  entreat  the  attention  of  Oongreas 
to  the  object  to  which  their  memorial  la  confin- 
ed. The  eralimenta  which  they  ntter  are  just, 
humane,  and  patriotic ;  the  motives  by  wbich 
they  are  evidently  aotn&ted  are  commendable ; 
and  the  object  which  they  seek  may  be  accom- 
plished, and  can  only  be  accomplished,  by  the 
action  of  Oongrees.  Upon  these  groonds  their 
memorial  is  entitled  to  consideration ;  and  I 
owe  it  to  them  and  to  the  House  to  declare  that, 
while  I  am  opposed,  from  my  own  conviction 
oi  what  is  ccmstitntaonal,  Just,  and  expe^ent, 
to  any  interference  on  the  part  of  the  General 
Govermnent,  or  of  the  free  States,  with  the  ex- 
clusive rights,  interrats,  and  duties,  of  the  slave- 
holding  Stat^  I  am  equally  convinced  of  the 
oonatitationality,  expediency,  and  justice,  of  a 
suitable  provision  by  the  General  Government 
for  the  abolition  of  davery  within  the  District 
of  Oolumhia.  So  far  as  slavery  exists  within 
any  of  tlie  States,  it  is  for  them,  upon  their 
own  responsibility,  to  determine  when,  and  in 
what  manner,  it  ahall  cease  to  exist  there ;  but 
BO  far  as  it  exists  here,  and  is  exhibited  before 
our  eyes  in  its  worst  forms  of  degradation  and 
cruelty,  the  right  and  duty  belong  to  Congress 
alone  <i  restrsiniiig  or  abolishing  it.  Towards 
fke  abolit^  of  slavery  within  the  States,  I  am 
only  desirous  tiiat  the  General  Government,  at 
a  proper  time,  dionld  oontrlbnte  to  the  extent 
<rf  its  ability  such  aid  as  may  be  acceptable,  and 
can  be  judiciously  applied ;  but  in  respect  to 
the  object  which  this  memorial  discloses,  I  can- 
not doubt  that  there  are  existing  evils  which 
require  a  legislative  remedy  at  our  bands,  in 
snch  form  as  our  wisdom  may  devise.  I  can- 
not doubt  that  a  period  must  arrive  when  the 
continuance  of  slavery  within  this  District  will 
be  regarded,  in  its  obvious  aspects,  as  disgrace- 
ful to  the  nation,  contrary  to  public  opinion, 
and  subversive  alike  of  the  rights  of  slaves  and 
the  interests  of  free  citizens.  That  period,  in 
my  hmnble  judgment,  will  have  arriveil  as  soon 
as  the  facts  and  arguments  contdned  in  such 
memorials  as  this  shall  obtain  a  dispaamonate, 
candid,  and  deliberate  investigation. 

Ur.  P.  said,  that  he  would  desire  a  ref^enoe 
of  this  memorial  to  a  select  committee ;  but  as 
such  a  referent  had  been  already  formally 
reiused  in  a  similar  case,  he  would  content 
himself  for  the  present  with  asking  that  it 
shonld  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  DiOKsoK  presented  the  memorial  of  sun- 
dry citizens  of  Bodiester,  in  the  Stato  of  New 
York,  praying  CVm^ess  to  take  the  proper 
measures  for  aboliahmg  slavetj  within  the  Dis- 
trict of  Oolombia which  be  moved  be  laid  on 


the  table  and  printed,  together  wiUi  tihe  names 
attached  to  the  same. 

Mr.  BocLDiN  Bfud  that  he  had  not  supposed 
he  would  vote  for  the  printing  of  this  memo- 
rial until  be  heard  it  read.  But,  after  having 
heard  it  read,  he  shonld  vote  for  minting  it; 
not  becanse  he  apptftved  of  the  presenting  of  it, 
or  ci  the  oliject  c^t ;  nor  that  he  dissented 
flmn  the  general  propoeitions  about  liberty  and 
davery  in  it ;  bnt  Deoanse  he  wished  his  omstit* 
nenta  to  know  what  feelings  were  entertained 
by  th^  Horthem  brethren  (some  of  them)  of 
slavery  and  slaveholders,  and  the  means  of 
abolishing  slavery. 

He  sua  he  was  unwilling  to  draw  any  com- 
pariaons  between  the  connt^  he  had  the  honor 
in  part  to  represent,  and  any  other  portion  of 
the  Union ;  but  every  remark  about  slavery, 
daveholders,  and  slave  markets,  made  in  ibat 
memorial,  in  relation  to  this  District,  applied 
equally  to  the  habits,  customs,  and  Iwal  rights^ 
of  the  pet^^ttfaU  the  South.  Hewiuied&em 
to  see  what  tiiose  opinions  and  fbdings  were ; 
and  therefore,  and  for  that  only,  he  should  vote 
for  printing  the  memorial 

Mr,  FnxuoBK  said,  as  it  was  understood  that 
the  Oommittee  on  the  District  of  Oolumbia 
would  not  act  on  this  subject  at  the  present 
session,  it  was  certainly  dne  to  the  petitioners 
that  the  motion  which  bad  been  made  by  his 
colleague  (Mr.  Dioksok)  should  prevail.  It  was 
not  unreasonable  that  the  memorial  should  be 
printed,  and  preserved  among  the  docmnenta 
of  the  House.  He  disavowed,  most  unequivo- 
oally,  now  and  forever,  any  dedre  on  his  jwrt  to 
interfore  with  the  rights^  or  what  was  termed 
tlie  property,  of  the  citizens  of  other  States. 
While  he  did  this,  he  conceived  that,  as  a  <^ti- 
zen  of  the  Stato  of  New  York,  and  a  member 
of  this  House,  he  was  interested  in  the  claim 
to  property  in  man  within  the  Distadct  of  Co- 
lumbia. He  referred  to  the  effect  which  was 
produced  in  the  North  by  the  advertisements 
in  the  papers  of  this  city  connected  with  the 
purchase  and  transportation  of  slaves.  The 
people  of  that  section  of  the  country  believed 
slavery  to  he  improper,  and  that  it  should  not 
be  tolerated.  This  was  a  great  national  ques- 
tion. Thm  was  nothing  in  the  manorial  whidi 
should  prevent  its  being  printed  and  0aoed  on 
l^e  files  of  the  Honse,  for  future  r^wnoe. 
"Whenever  petitions  shoold  be  presented  here 
from  the  slavdiolding  States,  of  a  different 
tenor,  and  which  might  advocate  the  establish- 
ment or  continuance  of  slave  markets  in  this 
Distiiot  and  cit7,  if  they  could  satisfy  the  peo- 
ple of  other  sections  that  this  was  proper,  he 
would  treat  their  petitions  with  respect.  He 
was  willing  that  each  party  should  be  fnlly 
heard,  and  that  each  should  have  the  privilege 
of  spreading  their  views  before  tba  people  gen- 
eraUy. 

Mr.  HoE^NUtT  regretted  that  this  disoosaion 
had  sprung  up.  He  thought  it  manifosted  more 
seal  tun  pnmenoe.    He  inquired  if  tiie  prinfe- 
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lug  was  intended  to  enlighten  the  House  or  the 
ooantry  ?  It  was  admitted  on  all  hands  that 
no  action  was  to  take  place  upon  this  snhject 
at  this  Be8ri(m.  That  being  the  case,  what  ob- 
ject woold  be  attained  by  printing  this  memo- 
rial f  He  considered  it  one  of  the  most  impn- 
dent  memorials  which  hsA  ever  been  read  in 
this  Honse.  It  was  a  firemnd  from  one  of  the 
Northern  States,  which  had  been  thrown  into 
this  House,  and  he  was,  for  one,  opposed  to 
giving  it  any  publicity.  He  denied  that  this 
House  had  the  right  to  lay  their  hands  upon  his 
property,  let  him  live  where  he  might.  There 
was  no  disrespect  intended  to  the  memorialists 
by  refusing  to  print  th^  memorial  It  had 
been  received  by  the  Homse,  and  that,  he  con- 
tended, was  sufficient  Kothing  more  onght  to 
be  expected.  He  cared  not  wheuier  it  had  come 
from  a  mayor  of  a  city  or  the  Freudent  of  the 
United  States,  he  should  oppose  the  motion  to 
print. 

Hr.  Pabkeb  was  at  a  loss,  he  said,  to  perceive 
how  the  mere  reading  and  printing  of  the  me- 
morial oonld  produce  unpleasant  feelings  in  that 
House  or  in  me  nation  at  large ;  nor  was  it,  in 
Ids  opinion,  calcolated  to  throw  a  firebrand 
into  the  slaveholding  States.  It  appeared  to  him 
to  Im  more  like  a  respectful  address  to  the 
House,  calling  upon  than  to  exmoBe  the  nn- 
donbted  privileges  conferred  npon  H  by  the 
oonstitntion,  of  legislating  for  the  District  of 
Oolnmbia,  in  removing  what  the  petitioners 
craisidered  a  great  and  existing  grievance ;  and, 
if  it  was  int«ided  or  wished  to  prevent  any 
debate,  it  could  be  easily  obviated  by  withdraw- 
ii^  the  question  of  reconsideration.  What  was 
the  state  of  the  subject ;  what  had  been  done 
heretofore ;  and  how  did  the  matter  then  stand  ? 
A  portion  of  the  people  of  this  country,  oon- 
ndering  the  evil  a  national  one,  as  one  that 
ought  not  to  be  tolerated  by  a  free  people,  re- 
Bpectfiilly  aak  that  House  to  take  measures  to 
redress  the  eriL  Petitions  of  this  nature  have 
been  referred  to  the  committee  intrusted  with 
the  management  of  the  affi^  of  the  IMstrict 
not  only  the  present  session,  bat  the  last  and 
several  preceding  sessions.  Now,  Uie  prayer 
of  the  petitioners  was  either  right  or  wrong, 
and  their  reasons  either  forcible  and  conclusive, 
or  otherwise.  Let,  tiien,  the  Oommittee  on  the 
District  of  Oolombia  make  a  report,  and  teU  us 
what  they  think  ought  to  be  done,  and  give  us 
their  reasons,  so  that  tiie  Honse  might  judge 
of  the  question.  Mr.  P.  was  not  prejudiced 
one  way  or  the  other ;  but  he  thought  an  an- 
swer to  the  prayer  of  tiie  petition  shonld  be 
given,  for  It  was  neither  unlawful  nor  nnri^^t- 
eona. 

Hr.  Dickson  then  withdrew  that  part  of  the 
motion  proposing  to  print  the  names  of  the 
snbscribers  to  the  memorial. 

Ur.  Olat  said  he  was  even  more  exposed  to 
the  printing  of  the  memorial  itsdf  than  he  was 
to  printing  the  names  appended  to  it,  which  he 
regarded  as  amatter  of  littie  oonseqnenoe  com- 


pared with  the  otiier.  He  was  decidedly  cfH 
posed  to  the  pnUication  of  sndi  a  docninait. 

In  spite  of  all  the  fair  profes^ons  heard  there 
upon  the  subject,  as  to  any  non-interference 
with  the  rights,  interests,  and  property  of  the 
Southern  States,  or  any  other  property  of  this 
kind,  gentlemen  must  be  foi^tml  erf  the  domes- 
tic p(Sioy  and  every  thing  else  conoerning  the 
peace  and  tranquillity  of  those  States,  when 
they  ask  for  the  printing  and  pnblication  of  a 
document  like  the  one  under  consideration. 
Are  these  gentlemen  ignorant  that  the  printing 
and  publishing  of  documents  of  this  kind,  in 
almost  all  the  Bouthmi  States,  are  prohiMtecl 
under  hi^  and  heavy  penalties  t  And  would 
thej  eompelf  or  at  least  sanction,  the  pnUif!*- 
tion  of  documents  by  Oongress,  for  dwig  which, 
if  a  Southern  tribunal  oomd  liqr  their  hands  up- 
on a  printer  doing  the  same  on  bis  individual 
responsibility,  he  would  be  treated  and  punish- 
ed as  a  culprit  f  Do  they  call  this  non-hatw- 
ference  with  the  rights  of  property,  where 
slavery  prevailed  t  Gentlemen  might  disdsim 
any  intention  of  interfering  with  tiiis  subject ; 
but  when  he  heard  such  discdfumers  as  those 
made  by  the  gentleman  firom  New  Toik,  cover- 
ed by  so  thin  a  veil  as  he  had  employed,  Mr.  O. 
oonld  not  yidd  his  assent  to  them.  The  gentle- 
man tcdd  ns  that  this  was  a  snUeot  he  bad  no 
intention  of  biterfering  with,  while  at  the  same 
time  he  called  it  a  great  national  question,  and, 
oonseqnentiy,  one  mat  ought  to  be  agitated  In 
that  House.  Was  it  not  a  subject  against  whidi 
Sontbem  jpeople  should  decideddy  protest? 
And  was  it  not  <me  calculated  to  excite  the 
moEct  direful  calamities  in  that  portion  of  the 
Union  whence  Mr.  0.  and  many  of  his  frioids 
camet 

Mr.  0.  P.  WHm  moved  to  lay  the  motion 
to  recondder,  and  tiie  memorial  ita^  ca  tlie 
table. 

Mr.  Gholson  appealed  to  the  gentleman  from 
New  Ymk,  (Mr.  Whttb,)  to  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion ;  for  the  pecn>le  of  the  South  wwe  my 
anxious  to  know  the  feeling  of  the  House  apoa 
the  subject,  and  he  hoped  to  see  it  ezpreued 
a  direct  vote. 

Mr.  0.  P.  WmTK  said,  to  meet  the  views  of 
the  ^ntieman  from  Virginia,  he  withdrew  the 
motion  to  lay  the  subject  on  the  table,  uid 
moved  the  previous  question. 

The  second  to  the  previous  queetioi  and  the 
main  question  were  both  agreed  to^  wilhoat  a 
division. 

The  question  then  occurred  onMsconsidering 
the  motion  to  print  the  memorial^n  which  the 
yeas  and  nays  tiad  been  ordered,  and  it  was  de- 
cided as  follows — yeas  126,  nays  81. 

Mr.  WisB  said :  Although  I  have  my  feelings, 
my  prejudices,  my  passions,  and  my  fixed  prin- 
ciples and  determination,  as  a  Sonthera  man, 
on  this  subject,  yet  I  hope  I  can  discuss  it  with- 
out excitement.  I  rise  not,  rir,  to  throw,  as 
some  others  have  thrown,  a  firebrand  amongst 
us.  I  rise  tfm[^  to  state  to  my  OMistltaenta, 
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and  the  coontry  at  large,  the  true  state  of  feel- 
ii^  and  of  the  case  as  it  exists  here^  in  the 
Nwth  and  in  the  Soath. 

I  trust  I  «m  tr^  assured  that  the  Bepresent- 
atiyes  on  this  fioor  from  the  Korth  do  not  wish 
OT  derign  to  interfere  with  our  righto.  That 
they  merely  feel  bonnd  in  th^  represent^ve 
dnty  to  present  these  memorials,  so  dangerous 
in  tiieir  tendency,  and  incendiary  in  their  char- 
acter, from  respMt  to.  a  few,  a  very  fev  only, 
of  their  constitaenta,  comparatiTely,  and  that 
they  do  not  act  from  their  own  impulses. 

Sir,  on  this  delicate  and  Titally  important 
subject,  the  moderate,  oooaiderate,  and  patriotdc 
men  of  the  Sonth,  as  well  as  of  the  North,  have 
enemifla  to  oonteod  with.  In  the  North  we 
hare  a  few  miaginded  fanataos,  whose  xeal 
promptB  them  to  rash  bHndly  Into  the  most 
absora  otremes ;  and  In  the  Soath,  Z  am  sorry 
to  say  it,  tha«  are  not  wanting  those  who  seize 
nptm  every  pretext  to  inflame  the  pablio  mind 
on  the  sobjeot  of  slavery.  In  this  deUcate  sitn- 
atioQ,  what  should  be  the  course  of  the  fiiends 
of  oar  ooantry  and  oar  institations !  'Why,  sir, 
the  friends  of  good  order,  of  the  constitution, 
and  of  the  eztstenoe  of  this  Bepnblio,  in  this 
House  or  out  of  it,  in  the  North  or  in  the  South, 
most  use  their  influence  to  moderate  and  quench 
these  spirits  of  both  extremes  of  fanatioism  and 
of  disorganizaUon.  When  memorials  of  the 
oharacter  of  this  nov  asked  to  be  printed  are 
preseDted,  it  is  reqwetftil  enon^  I  should 
think,  to  the  memorialists,  to  receive  them; 
if  printed,  (hey  will  be  circulated  throughout 
the  ooantry,  to  fui  the  flames  of  the  zealots  on 
one  side,  and  to  serve  as  food  for  the  disorgan- 
izers  on  the  otiier.  We,  who  would  be  safe 
and  secure  in  the  blessings  we  now  enjoy,  will, 
therefore,  smother  these  memorials  on  their 
first  presentation.  I  am  willing,  sir,  to  treat 
all  memorials,  no  matter  how  extravagant  or 
prepostovu^  or  of  what  character,  with  re- 
spect, provided  tiiey  are  from  a  respectable 
body  <H  dtizens,  decorous,  and  not  danserons 
in  th^  tendenciea.  But,  nr,  I  cannot  t<Mdrate, 
much  less  give  oonsequence  and  eolat  to  memo- 
rials and  petiti(ms  wMch  strike  at  the  very 
foandations  vlt  the  social  compact  and  our  civil 
institotifms.  I  will  not  hear  tnem ;  I  denre  not 
to  see  them ;  and  would  r^ect  them  at  once. 
With  what  sort  of  respect,  I  pat  it  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  the  western  part  of  New  York, 
(Mr.  FiujtOBB,)  could  he  treat  an  incendiary 
who  should  respectfally  ask  him  to  permit  him 
to  f^ply  a  torch  to  his  dwelling!  Would  he 
regard  him  as  a  sober-minded  neighbor  or  mad- 
man ?  as  a  fiend  or  friend  t  Sir,  I  was  sorry  to 
hear  some  of  ^  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York.  He  says  that  the  peofde  of  the 
NorUi  are  otntinnally  shocked  by  advertise- 
ments of  dave^ealers  in  the  papers  itf  this 
IMstriet,  I  am  sorry,  ^r,  that  their  nerves  are 
so  deUoate,  when  their  fathers  did  more  than 
any  other  peofde  of  the  colonies  to  establish 
slavery  amraigst  ns.  And  I  appeal  to  Bouthera 
gentlemen  for  the  truth  of  the  ranarkable  fact 


that  the  emigranta  from  the  North  to  the  South, 
some  from  uie  smtleman's  own  district,  per- 
h^  are  as  ready  to  become  masters  as  any 
who  are  hereditary  masters.  To  strengthen 
their  nerves  and  change  their  whole  principles 
and  opinions  on  the  subject,  they  have  but  to 
change  their  olimea,  their  homes.  And  if  they 
choose  to  remain  at  bcane,  they  may  cease  to 
take  these  odious  peters,  n  slavery  were  abol- 
ished in  Uie  District,  I  know  not  what  would 
restrain  the  press  still  from  publishing  advertise- 
ments. Ana  if  the  papers  here  cease  to  publidt 
for  mnaways  and  purchasers  of  slaves,  ptiU  the 
gentleman  would  Iiave  to  cease  taking  the  pa- 
pers of  the  South,  or  to  silence  them  too.  Sir, 
alsvei7  is  interwoven  with  our  Ta7  political 
existence,  is  guaranteed  by  onr  Ckmstitntion,  and 
its  oousequenoes  must  be  borne  with  by  our 
Northern  brethren,  as  resulting  frmn  our  as- 
tern of  Qovemment ;  and  they  cannot  attack 
4he  institutions  of  slaveTy  without  attaokin? 
the  iustatutions  ai  the  country,  our  safety  and 
welfare. 

Hr.  Ahohke  said  he  oonmdered  it  almost  as 
indiscreet  in  gentlemen  fh)m  the  South  or  slave- 
holding  Stat^  to  discuss  this  question,  as  it  was 
for  the  Bepresentatives  from  the  North  to  in- 
trodnoe  it  He  would  add  nothing  to  this  re- 
mark, but  moved  to  lay  the  whide  snlfjeot  on 
the  table. 

The  qnotiffli  was  then  taken  on  laying  the 
motion  on  the  table,  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative— ayes  189,  noes  68. 

^  WtukiTiffUm. 
Mr.  WisB,  from  the  committee  on  the  sutijeot, 
r^rted  the  following  Joint  resdntion : 

S9  U  retolved  bg  th$  SmoU  md  Sotue  of  Jtmrt- 
lentativea  of  the  United  Statet  of  America  in  Con- 

rt  MMmMwi,  That  the  BecreUiy  of  State  be,  and 
is  hereby,  aathorixed  to  purduae  of  Bossell, 
Odiome  A  C<k,  one  thousand  copee  of  the  writings 
of  General  Geoige  Washington!  now  being  edited 
by  JaredSpaika,  provided  that  the  said  works  sbaU 
not  coat  more  tnu  three  dolian  per  volume.  And 
die  Seeretiry  of  State  shall  cause  to  be  distributed  a 
copy  of  the  same  to  each  member  of  the  present  Cod- 
gresB,  to  each  Governor  of  the  States,  for  the  use  of 
the  ^te  libraries,  to  each  university  and  college  of 
the  United  States,  and  to  the  public  UbrarieB  in  foi^ 
eign  countries,  whose  Ooverronents  have  made  pres- 
ents of  valuaUe  books  to  the  library  of  Congress, 
and  that  the  purdmse  money  of  the  same  be,  and  is 
bneby,  qiprcqniated  out  of  any  money  in  the  trea«> 
ory  not  othermse  appropriated  by  law. 

The  resolution  was  read  twice,  and  Mr.  Wise 
moved  to  commit  it  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Ur.  Smitb,  of  Ibdne^  said  he  hoped  the  House 
would  dispose  of  the  resolntion  now.  Every 
gentleman  must  be  aware  of  the  difficulty  of 
knowing  when  a  residation  oi  this  description 
will  be  taken  up  id  the  haste  of  prooeedlngs  at 
the  dose  of  a  session.  It  is  impomhle  for  those 
opposed  to  keep  watch  of  its  progress,  and  it 
joBj  pass  from  its  not  bdng  observed,  when  It 
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would  not  under  otber  oironmstanoes.  Sir,  I 
am  opposed  to  it  It  most  be  known  to  the 
House  that,  under  two  resolutions  of  this  House 
passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  present  Con- 
sress,  more  than  $41,000  have  been  expended 
for  hooks  for  the  members  of  this  House.  This 
appears  fl*om  the  published  aooonnt  rendered 
bj  the  Olerk  of  the  House.  This,  ur,  ought 
to  suffice  for  one  Ooogress.  I  regret  to  say 
Hiat  I  TOted  at  the  last  session  for  one  <^  tiie 
resolntions  to  which  I  nov  aUode,  while  it  ms 
paadng  a  preliminary  stage.  Bat,  rir,  if  there 
18  cme  vote  of  all  the  votes  I  h$m  ever  g^ven, 
that  I  derire  to  blot  out  more  than  all  the  rest, 
it  is  that  vote.  That  ^e  books  now  offered  are 
valuable,  I  do  not  doubt.  That  they  are  desir- 
able, is  uso  true.  I  would,  sir,  that  every  indi- 
vidual in  the  nation  had  a  copy  of  thiem.  But 
I  do  not  tbiuk  we  are  Justified  in  Toting  these 
books  for  our  private  hbrariee,  nor  even  to  re- 
compense those  who  have  generously  oontrib^ 
uted  to  the  public  library  of  Congress.  They 
do  not  relate  to  the  legislation  of  the  country. 
They  appertain  to  the  genual  histoir  of  the 
nation.  Those  who  dewe  them  shoald  obtain 
them  at  fheir  individual  expense. 

Mr.  WiflK,  who  farther  ezpltuned,  adverted 
to  the  heavy  expense  of  the  pnbli^ers,  and  the 
patronage  which  had  been  extended  to  other 
works  having  weaker  claims.  The  resolution 
went  to  limit  the  price.  Three  volumes  had 
been  already  published,  and  it  was  expected 
the  work  would  extend  to  twelve  volumes.  He 
hoped  the  House  would  not  consent  to  the  mo- 
tion he  was  now  pledged  to  make.  He  tiiere- 
npon  renewed  the  motion  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays 
nptm  it  By  permission,  he  replied,  in  answer 
to  a  qmxy  whether  these  writings  were  not 
those  the  iSSS.  of  which  had  been  already 
purchased  by  Congress,  that  they  were,  though 
the  whole  was  not  to  he  published.  The  yeas 
and  nays  were  then  taken,  and  stood— yeas  141, 
nurs  46.  8o  the  rescdutifHL  was  laid  npoi  the 
tSle. 


Tbubbdat,  Fel»ni8ry  39. 

Freru^  EtkUioru, 

The  SnixiB  then  lidd  befbre  tlie  House  the 
followii^  Message  from  the  Preddent  <tf  tiie 
United  States : 

3b  the  Some  of  Stpretentaiiwt  of  the  VmUd  Statn  : 
I  tnosmit  to  Coogress  areport  (^the  Secretary  of 
State,  with  copies  of  all  the  letters  reoclved  from  Hx. 
Uvb^toD  dnce  the  message  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  6th  instant,  of  the  instructions  given 
to  that  minister ;  and  of  all  the  late  correspooaence 
with  the  French  Oovetmoent,  In  Paris  or  in  Washing- 
ton, ezcqit  a  note  of  IL  Senirier,  which,  for  reasons 
stated  in  the  report,  is  not  now  communicated. 

It  will  be  seen  that  X  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to 
instruot  Kr.  Uvingston  to  quit  France,  with  his 
legation,  and  return  to  the  United  States,  if  an  appro- 
pnatioa  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  omventioa  shall  be 
reflued  by  the  Obambeis. 


(TKaBOAxr,  1885; 

The  sutyect  being  now,  in  all  its  present  aqtect, 
before  Congress,  whose  right  it  is  to  dedde  what 
measures  are  to  be  pursued  in  that  eveat,  I  deem  it 
unnecessary  to  make  further  recommendatioD,  bdng 
confident  that,  on  their  part,  every  thing  will  he  done 
to  maintain  the  rights  and  honor  or  the  ootmtry, 
irtddi  the  oocasioQ  requires. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

WASmnoTOS,  JfO.  26, 1885. 

The  reading  of  the  Message  and  documents 
having  been  begun  and  concluded,  being  heanl 
with  profound  attention, 

Mr.  Oambbklbng,  chairman  of  the  CommiH«e 
on  Foreign  Affairs,  presented  the  foUowiug 
resolutions,  by  the  wish,  aa  he  stated,  of  a 
m^Jori^  of  the  members  of  that  committee,  and 
moTed  that  they  be  printed;  without,  however, 
amj  wish  that  they  shoald  he  coaridned  to< 
day. 

Semlved,  That  It  would  be  incompatible  with  the 
rights  and  honor  of  the  TTnlted  States  Amber  to 
n^oUate  in  relation  to  the  treaty  entered  into  by 
France,  on  the  4th  of  July,  1641 ;  and  that  this 
House  will  insist  upon  its  execution,  as  ratified  by 
both  Govemmenta 

Jte»ohedy  That  the  Committee  on  Foreun  Af&ir* 
be  disdiazged  from  tlw  fiirtb»  oondderatua  at  so 
modi  ot  the  Frsahlent^  Kesssge  as  rebdes  to  OOtD- 
mmial  restricdons,  or  to  reprisals,  on  the  commeroe 
of  Fninoc. 

Huolved^  That  preparatlous  on^t  to  be  made  to 
meet  any  emergency  growing  oat  of  our  relations 

with  France. 

Hr.  EvjcBBTT,  of  Massachusetts,  rose  to  in- 
quire in  what  form  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent, with  the  accompanying  dooomenta^  had 
been  dispt^d  ot 

Being  infmned  by  the  Chair  that  they  had 
not  yet  been  diq>oaed  of  in  any  form, 

He  moved  that  tW  be  reftmd  to  the  Oom- 
mittee  oa  Foreif^  Afnlrs.  He  said  thatj  what 
the  resolntions  moved  by  the  honcHsUe  eentie- 
man  from  New  York  (Mr.  Oambroms^  were 
read,  he  understood  th^  as  having  bew  ofifored 
by  that  gentiraoan  in  his  private  o^Mdfrr  as  a 
member  of  the  House,  ana  not  as  a  resolution 
of  the  committee ;  for  he  believed  the  otamnit- 
tee  had  not  been  called  together. 

Mr.  Oambbelenq  expressed  his  hope  that  the 

fentieman  from  Massachusetts  would  withdraw 
La  motion  for  reference  of  the  Message  and 
papers.  The  gentleman  would  observe^  that 
one  of  the  resoTutltHu  was  for  the  disoha^Be  ol 
the  oommittee  from  the  farther  oonsideratloa 
of  the  BolfJeeLthat  it  might  be  in  the  hands  of 
the  Hoase.  He  had  moved  tiie  reatdntlons,  as 
he  had  stated  on  presentiiiff  thmi,  by  tiie  wish 
of  a  m^ority  of  the  members  oramMring  the 
committee,  and  not  as  a  measure  of  his  own. 

Mr.  AdauBj  of  Massachusetts,  offered  the 
following  resolutions,  by  way  of  amendment  to 
the  resolutions  moved  by  Mr.  Oahbbeleno  : 

1.  Betolved,  That  the  rights  of  the  dtlzens  of  the 
United  States  to  indemnity  from  the  Government  of 
France,  stipulated  by  the  treaty  concluded  at  Farig 
on  the  4lh  of  July,  18>1,  ought  in  no  event  to  be 
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sacrificed,  abandoned,  or  impured,  b;  any  coiment  or 
acquiescence  of  the  GovermneQt  of  the  United  States. 

2,  jRetolved,  That  if  it  be,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
PresMent  of  the  United  States,  compatible  with  the 
bontv  and  interest  of  the  United  States,  during  the 
intenral  nntil  the  next  sesdon  of  Congress,  to  resume 
the  negotiotionff  between  the  Uidted  States  and 
FraBce,  he  be  requested  so  to  do. 

8.  Reiolved,  That  no  legislative  measure  of  a 
hostile  character  or  tendency  towards  the  French 
natioa  Is  necessai?  or  exp^ent  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Oaubbbuko  moved  to  postpone  the  far- 
ther oonsideraliDn  of  the  whole  subject  nniil 
to-morrow. 


Fbidat,  Febnutry  S7. 

Ur.  OiXBBEixsa,  from  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Belationfl,  made  the  following  report : 

"  The  Comnuttee  on  Foi^n  Ai&jrs,  to  which  was 
referred  so  much  of  the  Frendent^  Message  as  con- 
cerns our  political  reUtitms  with  France,  and  die 
correspondence  between  the  ministers  of  the  two 
Oovwnments,  submits  the  following  report : 

"  At  an  early  period  of  the  session  the  committee 
took  into  consideration  the  question  of  authoriKing 
reprisals,  and  continued  from  time  to  time  to  diacnaB 
vwious  motions  and  resolutions,  submitted  by  its 
Cerent  members.  They  could,  liowever,  concur 
in  no  proposition ;  and,  in  that  condition,  a  miyority 
deemed  it  expedient  to  postpone  their  ded^on  tiU 
further  intelligence  should  be  receired  from  France. 
The  committee  had,  within  the  week  past,  twice 
instructed  its  chairman  to  report  resolutions,  but  the 
arrival  of  additional  intellig^ce  caused  a  suspension 
of  these  reports  until  an  ofBdal  communication  should 
be  received  from  tiie  Executive.  TbaA  communi ca- 
tion places  the  relations  t>etween  the  two  countries 
in  ft  novel  and  interesting  position.  While  there 
Is  satisfactory  evidence  that  tne  IVench  Government 
eamestiy  desuns  that  the  appropriation  for  indem- 
nity should  t>e  made  in  pursuance  of  the  stipolations 
4^  the  treaty,  and  while  thae  i^  reascm  to  Iiope  that 
the  Cliamber  of  Deputies  will  adopt  tint  measure, 
and  ftuthfuUy  disdiarge  the  obligations  of  France  to 
Ae  United  States,  it  is,  on  the  other  band,  to  be 
feared  that  the  conduct  of  that  Oovemment  has  placed 
OB  in  a  positiou  at  least  embarrassing,  even  should  it 
not  produce  an  entire  suspension  of  diidomatio  inter- 
oouiM  between  the  two  nations.  In  this  new  position 
d  our  relations,  it  is  deemed  expedient  to  ^spense 
with  farther  dlseus^n  on  the  subject  of  non-inter- 
oourse  witii  and  reprisals  on  the  commerce  of  France, 
to  wtucb  the  attention  of  the  committee  had  been 
directed,  and  to  leave  the  question  of  our  political 
rehtions  with  that  Oovemment  to  the  next  Congress, 
whoae  action  mil,  no  doabt,  be  governed  by  the 
course  wl^  France  may  deem  H  expedient  to 
pursue.  We  are  not  yet  infocmed  what  may  have 
been  the  decifflon  of  the  King  cX  the  Freudi  as  to  the 
dismissal  of  our'  minidei;  nor  can  we  conjecture 
what  may  be  the  state  of  the  qipropriatim  in  the 
Chamber  of  Deputies. 

*'  While  the  committee  is  unwilling  to  anticipate 
any  but  an  amicable  and  favorable  result  in  both 
etvns,  it  must  be  recollected  that  the  King  and 
(Aunber  my  dedde  advcnely  to  the  intersets  and 


harmony  of  the  two  nadons.  Sudi  a  decision  on 
the  part  of  France,  however  it  may  be  r^retted  by 
the  people  of  both  countries,  who  have  great  and 
growing  interests,  commercial  and  politicly  to  cher- 
ub, may  lead  to  a  result  upon  whldi  the  committee* 
while  in  doubt,  and  while  a  hope  remains,  will  not 


e  comnuttee  Is  therefore  of  the  opinion  that, 
at  such  a  cri«B,  when  events  may  occur  which  cannot 
be  anticipated,  and  which  may  lead  to  important 
consequences  in  our  external  relations,  it  would  not 
discharge  its  duty  to  the  country  if  it  ^  not  exjvesB 
a  fltm  resolution  to  Indst  on  the  ftiU  execution 
the  treaty  of  18S1,  and  if  it  did  not  recommend  to 
the  House  a  contingent  preparation  for  any  emer- 
gency which  may  grow  out  of  our  relations  with 
France  previous  to  the  next  meeting  of  Congress. 
It  is  a  gratifying  drcumstance  that  our  means  are 
adequate  to  meet  any  exigency  ^without  recourse 
to  loans  or  taxes.  The  bill  now  before  the  Souse 
authoriring  the  sale  of  our  stock  In  the  Bonk  of  the 
United  Stirtes  would,  if  adopted,  aflTord  all  the  revenue 
necessary.  The  committee  is  of  opinion  that  the 
whole,  or  a  part,  of  the  fund  to  be  derived  from  that 
source  should  be  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of 
arming  our  fortifications,  and  for  making  other 
military  and  naval  preparations  for  the  defence  oC 
the  country,  in  case  such  expenditures  should  bectune 
necessary  before  the  next  meeting  of  Congress. 

"  The  committee  therefore  submits  the  following 
resolutions  for  the  consideration  of  the  House  : 

"Jietoived,  That  it  would  be  incompatible  with 
the  rights  and  honor  of  the  United  States  further  to 
n^oliate  in  relation  to  the  treaty  entered  into  by 
France  on  the  4th  of  July,  18S1,  and  that  this  House 
will  inttet  upon  its  execution,  as  ratified  1^  both 
Govemmenta 

"  Raolvedy  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs 
l>e  (tischarged  from  the  further  consideration  of  so 
much  of  i&  Pre«denVs  Hessage  as  relates  to  com- 
merdal  restrictions,  or  reprisus,  on  tiie  commerce 
of  France. 

^^Staolvedy  lliat  cmtingent  preparations  ought  to 
be  made  to  meet  any  emergou^  growing  out  m  our 
rdationa  with  nance." 

Sfr.  Ebwabb  EvEsm  asked  permission  of 
the  House  to  submit  the  views  of  the  minority 
of  the  committee  in  a  report.  As  it  was  some- 
what long,  he  woold  not  call  for  its  reading  at 
this  time.  The  minority  did  not,  he  said, 
^sentlally  differ  in  their  views  of  tlie  snbject 
from  the  majority ;  but  on  one  or  two  pomts 
tiiey  did  not  folly  concur  with  the  minority,  and 
they  had  thought  it  proper  to  teJie  a  more  full 
and  historical  view  of  the  sul^ect  than  had  been 
taken  by  the  mfyority. 

Mr.  GA^BELEHa  expldned,  that  when  he 
remarked  yesterday  that  he  had  never  heard  of 
a  report  on  the  part  of  the  minority  of  the  com- 
mittee, he  had  not  the  least  idea  that  the  paper 
now  presented  was  the  one  referred  to.  Before 
the  late  intelligence  was  received  it  was  proposed 
in  the  committee  to  move  the  printing  of  this 
document,  but  it  was  d<^erred  ^  the  time,  and 
he  thought  the  propocdtlon  had  been  dismisBed. 
He  added,  that  the  report  had  not  been  read  by 
one  of  the  six  members  who  formed  a  mi|J(»4ty 
of  the  committee. 
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Ur.  3,  Q.  Adams  asked  whether  the  report 
of  the  miiuOTty  ooDdaded  with  aoy  reeolations. 

Mr.  £.  EvxBBTT  replied  that  it  did  not. 

Ibr.  J.  Q.  Anun  said  he  would  now  propose 
the  reaolntlona  which  he  sent  to  the  Ohair 
yoBterday. 

Mr.  Abohkb  moved  that  the  report  and  reso- 
Intions  he  referred  to  the  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  he  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for  this  day. 

The  Spukkb  said  it  would  make  no  diSbr- 
ence  which  dt^  was  aadgned,  as  the  snhject 
woold  take  its  r^pilar  station  in  the  calenoar, 
and  ooold  not  be  reached  bat  bj  postponiog 
all  the  orders  preceding  it. 


Satubsat,  February  28. 

Selatiatu  with  IVanee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  OAicBBBtBHO,  the  Honse 
went  into  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Mason,  of  Tiwnia,  in  the 
ehair,)  and  the  oommittee  proceeded  to  conader 
the  ibllowing  resolntimiB,  whidi  were  read: 

"Betolved,  Thftt  it  would  be  fnoompttible  with 
the  rights  and  honor  of  the  United  States,  further 
to  negoUale  in  relation  to  the  treaty  entered  into  by 
France  on  the  4th  of  July,  1881,  and  that  this  House 
will  iaaet  upon  its  execaUon,  as  ratifled  by  both 
GoTenunenta. 

''Jienived,  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Ai&ira 
be  discharged  fiom  the  fUrther  consderaooa  ot  so 
much  ftf  the  Frtddent's  Message  as  relates  to  oom- 
merdal  restrictions,  or  to  reprisals,  on  the  commerce 
of  France. 

"£«tolved,  That  oootingent  preparation  ought 
to  be  made  to  meet  any  emeigaicy  growing  out  of 
our  relations  with  Franoe." 

The  following  resolations,  offered  by  Mr. 
AsAiia,  of  Massaohnsette,  as  a  sobstitDte  n»-  the 
above  restdntion^  were  also  read : 

"1.  i2MolMc2,Thattheriefatsofaie<»tixeii8  0f&e 
Ui^ted  States  to  indemnity  n-om  the  OoTemment  of 
France,  stipulated  by  the  treaty  concluded  at  Paris 
on  the  4th  of  July,  1681,  ought  in  no  event  to  be 
sacrificed,  abandoned,  or  impaired,  by  any  consent 
or  acqdesoenoB  of  the  Govenunent  of  tlie  United 
States. 

"S.  Xetolvad,  That  if  it  be,  hi  the  oidnion  of  Uie 
Fnddent  of  the  United  Sutes,  compaUUe  wiOi  the 
honor  sod  interest  of  the  United  States,  during  the 
Interral  until  the  next  sessioa  <tf  Congress,  to  resume 
the  negotiations  between  the  United  States  and 
France,  he  be  requested  so  to  da 

"8.  Bfolmd,  That  no  legidative  measure  of  a 
hostile  diaiactN  or  teadeatj  towards  the  Freudi 
wttion  is  neoeaisry  m  expedient  at  (Us  tim&" 


UoNDAT,  March  2. 

SelaHoju  vith  ISranee. 

An  extensive  debate  on  this  aniject  occurred, 
in  which  Messrs.  CAKBsnjaira^  3.  Q.  Adaiu, 
AiHiiiKB,  FuxEBB,  Bouunv,  Bracoa,  OomjfSB, 
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£.  EvxBKrr,  Aiuwof  01iio,BnnnT,ando<hen 
took  a  Dart. 

Mr.  Bobbbtsoh:  of  Vlrrinla,  was  not  odIt  in 
fovor  of  a  peaoeml  eolation  of  oar  dlffiealttee 
with  France,  bat  beUeved  saoh  a  eolation 
certain  and  inevitable,  if  not  prevented  by  oar 
own  oondnot,  and  he  presented  the  three  Ikd- 
lowing  T«B(dntions  as  embodying  bis  <qiinion  of 
the  proper  oonrae  to  be  pnrmed: 

B»tolv«d,  That  this  House  regards  the  treaty  of 
July,  1881,  between  the  United  States  and  Vnau^ 
as  acyusting,  in  a  sfniit  <tf  matoal  oonoearion,  die 
differences  so  long  unhappily  subedsting  between  the 
two  countries. 

Radved,  That  tiiere  is  satisfactwy  evidence  that 
the  FWndi  QoTflmmeot  earnestly  derires  that  the 
appropriation  Axr  indemnity  should  be  made,  in  pur- 
suance <tf  the  stipulations  of  Soa  treaty,  and  reason 
to  licqM  that  the  dumber  of  Deputies  wilt  ad<^  that 
measure,  and  faithfully  discharge  the  obtigatiooB  of 
France  to  the  United  States. 

lie»ol<Md^  then/on.  That  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Affidrs  be  ^sdiarged  from  the  ftartber  ooosider- 
atton  of  80  moi^  oT  the  Keddent^s  Jbasage  ai 
relates  to  commercial  restrictions,  or  reptiaals,  up(a 
the  commerce  of  France. 

Mr.  GoBHAU  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Abohel)  He  thoo^t  it  a  very  proper  resUn- 
tlon  tox  the  occasion ;  bttt  he  rose  simply  to 
enter  his  demded  protest  ag^nst  the  views  cim- 
tained  in  the  speech  which  the  gentleman  had 
delivered  in  &vor  of  his  amendment.  He  was 
attorly  opposed  to  the  speech ;  bnt  woold  vote 
for  the  resolatdon. 

The  qaestion  was  taken  on  Mr.  WATKOUoa's 
motion  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  table 
—yeas  48,  nays  168. 

So  the  motion  was  negatived. 

The  qaestion  then  recnrring  outhesabstitate 
adopted  by  Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams,  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  then  ordered  and  taken,  when  the  reeola- 
tion  was  adf^ted  imanimonaly. 

The  following  reacdotiona  were  then  abo 
onanimoosly  adopted : 

Ssaolved^  That  the  Committee  oa.  Foreign  AflUrs 
be  discharged  from  &.e  Auther  oooaderation  <rf  so 
modi  at  the  Preatdent'g  Message  as  relates  to  eom- 
merdal  restrictioDs,  or  to  reprinla,  on  the  omnmeroe 

France. 

Jtetolved,  That  preparation  ought  to  be  made  to 
meet  any  emeigency  growing  out  of  oar  relations 
withFkano& 


TtrssDAT,  March  S. 
Bj  nnanimoas  consent  of  the  Honse,  Messrs. 
Clat,  Mosbs  Mason,  and  Wildb,  were  permit- 
ted to  record  their  votes  in  favor  of  Mr.  Adasis'b 
resolntion,  as  modified  at  the  saggestion  of  Mr. 
OAKBBKLBNa,  ou  the  saligeot  of  tbe  F^ch 
treal7. 

The  Honse  took  np  the  fbrtiflcation  bill,  and 
the  ^esUon  heln^  on  cononrring  with  an 
ameiuhnait  made  in  oommittee,  propos^f  the 
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appropriataon  of  three  mUIions  of  doUars,  to  be 
expended,  io  whole  or  in  part,  under  the  direc- 
tum of  the  Prendent  of  the  United  States,  in 
inoreidng  the  military  and  naval  service,  in- 
dading  ordnanc^  fortiticatioDB,  and  inorease  of 
the  navy,  if^  in  his  opinion,  state  of  the 
conntry  shall  require  it, 

Mr.  Hbibtbe  demanded  the  yeas  and  ni^: 
which  were  ordered,  and  b^g  takra,  resulted 
as  follows — yeas  107,  nays  75. 

Gm&ral  Appropriation  Bill— Minister  to  Eng- 
land. 

The  general  appropriation  bill  was  then  taken 
up. 

Hr.  Folk  moved  to  conour  with  the  Oom- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  in  the  amendmenta. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate,  in  relation  to 
the  appropriation  for  the  salary  of  a  minister  to 
Great  Britain,  was  read. 

Hr.  J.  Q,  Adams  said  this  amendment  pro- 
posed to  introduce  a  new  principle.  The  Presi- 
dent had  heretofore  nniformly  appointed  foreign 
ministers  of  all  grades,  when  he  deemed  such 
appointment  necessary.  This  was  a  most  im- 
portant and  necessary  power  reserved  to  him 
onder  ^e  consUtation.  The  amendment  was 
an  assumption,  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  that  a 
minister  sboold  not  be  i^pointed  withoat  the 
consent  of  that  body.  This,  if  adopted,  wonld 
be  one  of  the  most  pemicions  alterations  which 
the  oonstitntiou  coold  endnre.  It  was  one 
among  other  instances  of  an  attomit  to  alter 
the  oonstitation  in  an  appropriatioD  bill.  If  tJiis 
principle  shonld  be  adopt^  we  shonid  have 
other  amendments  of  the  constitution  intro- 
duced in  a  similar  way,  and  the  President  might 
bo  compelled,  in  consequence,  to  veto  the  general 
appropriation  bill.  It  was  incumbent  upon  the 
House  to  prevent  any  encroachments  of  the 
Executive  upon  the  prerogatives  of  the  Senate. 
In  like  manner,  the  House  was  bound  to  resist 
the  encroachments  of  the  Senate  upon  the  con- 
stitutional powers  of  the  Executive.  It  was 
also  the  province  of  the  Senate  to  check  and 
control  the  action  of  this  House,  which  was  quite 
as  likely  as  the  other  branch,  be  would  not  say 
now,  but  in  otiier  times,  to  infringe  upon  the 
Just  rights  of  the  Exeontive.  The  ooi»titati(m 
provided  three  powers,  who  were  to  co-operate 
tc^ther  in  the  management  of  the  public  affoirs. 
They  formed  checks  upon  each  other,  and  were 
so  constitnted  that  when  one  of  the  three  at- 
tempted to  transcend  its  constitutional  sphere, 
the  other  two  would  interfere  to  prevent  it. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  A.  said  that  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate  proposed  to  introduce  a 
principle  which  was  contrary  to  the  practice 
of  the  Government  from  its  commencement. 
Every  President,  from  Washington  down,  had 

Eorsoed  a  diflSurent  practice  from  that  proposed 
I  tiie  anundment  It  was  tme,  the  Senate 
did  not  assume  directly  to  declare  that  a  minister 
should  not  be  appointed  by  the  President,  unless 
preTioosly  oonfirmed  by  that  bodf :  bnt  the 
means  of  suoh  appointment  were  withheld,  and 


[H.  or  B. 

the  Senate  had  determined  not  to  pay  a  minister 
unless  f^pointed  according  to  the  terms  of  their 
proviso.  He  hoped  the  Bouse  wonld  disagree 
to  the  amendment    the  Senate. 

Vx.  Babxisosb  Bud  he  was  ovpoaed  to  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate,  and  shonid  TOte 
against  it  He  believed  the  President'had  the 
power  of  appointment  during  a  recess,  where  a 
vaoaney  occurred  in  that  recess,  and  he  held  that 
it  made  litde  difference  whether  he  were  a 
daiak  or  a  minister.  The  Preadent  might 
equally  take  upon  himself  to  increa^  tiie  pay* 
or  to  appoint  a  minister  plenipotentiary  instead 
of  a  chaig^,  or  vice  vena,  during  the  recess. 
Mr.  B.  did  not  concur  with  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  (Mr.  Abamb)  in  his  reasoning, 
although  he  said  he  should  concur  with  him  in 
tiie  vote  he  intended  to  g^ve.  He  (Mr.  B.) 
denied  the  right  of  the  Preudentof  the  United 
States,  upon  former  practice  or  preeedent,  to 
appoint  a  minister  during  the  recess  when  the 
vacancy  originated,  or  existed  dnring  the  session 
of  the  Senate,  and  the  President  might  have 
nominated.  He  was  aware  that  it  was  a  con- 
tested question,  as  long  ago  as  under  the  first 
administration  of  this  Grovemment  Bat  one 
practice  had  been  generally  recognized,  that  of 
consnlting  with  the  Senate  whether  tbey  would 
agree  to  institute  ^plomatio  relations  with  any 
country.  It  was  so  dnring  the  administrations 
of  Washington  and  the  elder  Adams,  even  down 
to  the  time  of  Mr.  Jefferson.  The  President 
never  presumed,  until  after  the  adminlstraticm 
of  the  last,  to  open  diplomatic  relations  with 
a  conntry  without  first  advising  with  the  Senate. 
Mr.  B.  said  be  shonid  vote  for  uie  appropriation. 
The  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
resulted  as  follows— yeas  114,  nays  48. 

So  the  House  concurred  with  the  amendment 
of  the  Ck>mmittee  of  the  Whole,  and  disagreed 
to  the  Senate's  amendment 

Fortification  Bill. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  certun 
fortifications  already  commenced,  was  taken 
up. 

The  amendment  dt  tiie  Senate  appropriating 
970,000  for  the  repair  of  lite  forbfioations  in 
Boston  harbor  was  read. 

The  Question  being  on  the  amendment  to  this 
item,  adopted  in  committee,  appropriating  $8,- 
000,000,  to  be  expended  by  the  President,  in 
the  recess  of  Oongress,  if  he  should  deem  it 
expedient,  for  the  military  and  naval  service, 
including  fortifications,  ordnance,  &c 

Mr.  "Bsaaxa  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays ; 
which  were  ordered,  and  were— yeas  109,  nays 
77. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate,  as  amended, 
was  tlten  concurred  in. 

Tkankt  to  the  Speaker. 

Hr.  E.  WmmJtSKT  submitted  the  fidlowing 
resdntion,  which  was  nnanlmooslj  agreed  to : 

Digitized  by  Google 


nattia  le  speaker. 


684 


ABBIBaUENT  OF  THE 


H.  or  R.} 

Retolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  pre- ' 
■ented  to  the  honorable  Johk  Bkll,  for  the  able, 
impartial,  and  dignified  manner  in  wMdi  he  haa  pre- 
rided  orer  its  deliberations,  and  performed  tlie 
arduoua  and  imp<»taot  duties  of  the  Chair. 

Ihrt\fieatim  BUL 

A  message  was  here  rec^ved  from  the  Sen- 
ate, and  Qie  Speaker  hariiiK  resumed  the  dhur, 
the  Honse  took  np  the  amendment  to  the  forti- 
flcation  bill,  appropriating  $8,000,000,  and  the 
resolatioQ«of  the  8«iate  taat  it  wonld  insist  on 
ita  disagreement. 

Mr.  Gholson  expressed  a  fervent  hope  that 
the  Honse  wonld  recede  from  its  amendment. 
He  was  conscions  that  no  man,  woman,  or  child, 
in  the  United  States,  who  had  any  intelligence 
of  the  matter,  serionsly  believed  that  France 
would  declare  war  against  this  country.  The  ap- 
propriation was,  therefore,  unnecessary,  and  the 
House  might  with  propriety  abandon  the  amend- 
ment.  He  moved  that  the  House  do  recede. 

Mr.  MoExmrijr  moved  the  previous  question ; 
whi6h  was  seconded. 

The  main  question  was  then  put  on  the  mo- 
tion Mr.  GaoLSON  to  recede  &om  the  amend- 
ment  of  the  House  appropriating  |S, 000,000  for 
the  support  of  fortification— yeas  87,  nays  110. 

So  the  House  reftised  to  recede  from  its 
amendment. 

Branchet  qf  tfu  Mint. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  establish  branches 
of  the  mint  of  the  United  States,  was  read  a 
third  time  and  passed,— yeas  115,  nays  60. 

A  message  to  the  following  effect  was  re- 
ceived &om  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  adhere  to  their  disa^eement  to 
the  amendment  of  the  Honse  to  tiie  bill  making 
appropriations  fbr  certain  fortifications,  appro- 
prUting  three  millions  of  dollars,  <fec. 

Mr.  CAJiBRBLENa  moved  that  the  Honse  ad- 
here to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Mbbobs  moved  that  the  House  recede 
from  the  amendment ;  which  motion,  he  said, 
was  first  in  order. 

Mr.  PoLC  Bud  the  motion  to  adhere  had 
priority  to  the  other. 

The  Oura  d^ded  that  the  qiiestion  must  be 
first  taken  on  uie  motion  to  recede. 

Mr.  A.  H.  SnBppBBD  said,  if  the  House  ad- 
hered, there  could  he  no  further  intercourse 
with  the  Senate  on  the  subject  If  it  was  in 
order,  he  would  move  that  the  House  Insist,  and 
ask  a  conference  with  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Lttlb  objected  entirely,  he  said,  to  any 
conciliatory  proposition.  The  House  had  gone 
as  far  as  prudence  and  patriotism  would  justify 
them  in  going  to  conciliate  the  Senate.  The 
only  question  was,  where  the  responsibility  of 
the  loss  of  the  bill  should  lodge.  Let  it  be 
with  that  body  which  is  determined  to  act,  not 
only  agunst  the  spirit  of  the  enonUve  recom- 
mendation, but  against  this  House  as  the  Bep- 
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resentativea  of  the  people.  This  body,  which 
was  intimately  connected  with  the  people,  and 
might  be  supposed  to  represent  their  sentiments, 
had  unanimously  agreed  to  a  declaration  which 
would  honor  and  distinguish  this  House  in  all 
time.  We  have  (said  Mr;  L.)  gone  farther,  and 
put  the  seal  on  our  professions  hr  making  an 
fq>propriation  of  three  millions.  Let  tiie  other 
body  now  take  the  responsibilitj  of  defiaating 
it;  that  body  whitdi  was  already  gruning 
under  the  weight  of  a  responsibility  which  it 
caimot  much  longer  sustain. 

[Order  I  order  f  was  vociferated  from  evoy 
part  of  the  HooseO 

Mr.  Lttu.  What  are  the  exo^tiooable 
words) 

Mr.  Mkboeb.  I  will  repeat  them.  The 
gentienaan  says,  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
is  groaning  under  the  weight,  Ac. 

j£r.  Lttlb,  I  said  no  such  thing.  Isudthe 
other  body. 

Mr.  M^soBB  appealed  to  the  Chair  to  decide 
whether  the  wonb  were  in  order. 

The  Objjb  dedded  that  the  gentiemoa  was 
not  hx  (wder  In  alloding  to  tiie  prooeediogs  of 
the  "otiierbody." 

Mr.  Lttlb.  I  have  beard  Ihe  aUndoa  made 
here  a  thousand  times,  without  intermption 
from  tiie  Ohair  or  the  Honse. 

The  Ohaie.  The  gentieman  can  make  use  of 
no  language  which  is  likdy  to  lead  to  an  inter- 
ruption of  harmony  between  the  two  Houses, 

Mr,  Lttlb  proceeded.  He  had  not,  he  said, 
depftrted  from  the  courtesy  due  to  the  other 
body.  All  be  bad  to  say  was,  that  he  wished 
the  responsibility  to  abide  in  the  proper  place. 
The  House  had  sustcuned  the  sense  and  ^irit 
of  the  MeBsageof  tiw  Preridoit,  the  wisdom  and 
policy  of  which  had  been  verified  by  events 
But,  sir,  another  body  has  placed  itself  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  views  of  the  Executive,  and  is  now 
heaping  upon  itself  a  responsibili^  whidi  I  on- 
equivo^Uy  declare  it  cannot  sustain. 

[Cries  of  order  I  order  1  j 

This  Honse  will  have  its  full  share  of  the 
glory  attending  the  successful  termination  tlie 
controvewy  witii  France,  and  the  gentieman 
from  Massachusetts  will  have  a  full  share  iu  it- 
The  people  of  the  country  will  saoction  the- 
action  of  this  House,  and  award  to  it  the  glory 
of  tiie  action.  I  say,  then,  said  Mr.  LrrLt,  I 
will  not  depart,  as  a  member  of  this  body,  liKHa 
the  elevated  stand  we  have  taken.  1  hold  the 
Impropriation  to  he  the  oonsummation  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  last  three  days.  It  will  send 
ont  to  tJie  world  irresistible  evidence  of  » 
national  feeling  on  the  subject,  on  the  part  ch 
this  House.  It  will  leave  no  room  for  cavil  or 
doubt ;  and,  sir,  the  country  will  sustwn  us, 
while  it  puts  the  seal  of  ita  oondemaation  on 
those  who  resist  us.  If,  then,  the  HoMe 
retreata  now,  it  will  deserve  to  be  conMdwea 
as  the  most  pusillanimous  body  in  the  ^^^^ 

Mr,  HuBBABD  stud,  if  the  Honse  adhered,  tiie 
bill  would  be  lost.  He  moved  that  the  Bonse 
^ipoint  a  oommittee  of  conference. 
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Mr.  Lbwis  said  it  wu  not  the  amonnt  of 
tha  appr(q>riati(Hi,  bnt  the  principle^  whioh  was 
ol^eeted  to  by  tiie  Senate.  A  ocmimittee  of 
oonftrenoe  might,  therefore,  a^nst  the  diaagree- 
ment 

The  previotu  question  was  taken  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  MxBOKB  to  recede,  and  decided  in 
the  negative — jeaa  68,  najra  107. 

Mr.  HuBBABD  moved  that  the  Hoose  insist 
upon  their  amendment,  and  ask  a  Joint  com- 
mittee of  conferenoe. 

The  motion  waa  agreed  to,  and  HesBrs.  Oam- 
BBKLiM^  Liwn,  andHoBBABo,  appointed  on  the 
part  1^  the  Honse. 

Cumberland  Soad  BiU, 

The  Oamberland  road  Idll  waa  takflu  np  and 
read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  MoKat  moved  that  a  message  be  sent  to 
the  other  Hooa^  infonning  them  that  this 
Honse,  having  0(«npletedit8  bndneaB)  la  ready 
to  a^joo^* 

The  Chair  said  the  motion  waa  not  in  order, 
the  qaeetton  being  on  the  passage  of  the  bilL 

The  Olerk  proceeded  to  take  the  jeoM  and 
n&jB  on  the  passage  of  ihe  bill  to  c<Hitinne  and 
repair  the  Onmberlaud  road,  and 

Mr.  GnioB,  when  name  waa  called,  rose 
and  sidd  he  considered  that  he  had  no  ri^t 
to  voteu  the  term  for  wUoh  be  was  elected  harmg 
expired  at  13  o^dock  this  night ;  and  he  there- 
fore declined  voting. 

The  qnestion  was  decided  in  the  affirmative 
— ^yeaa  W,  nays  80. 

Mr.  J.  Y.  Maboit  informed  the  Honse  that 
the  Senate  hada4}onmed.  The  foot  announced 
was  questioned ;  bnt  it  lieing  confirmed,  the 
House  agreed,  on  the  motion  of  Hr.  BAXsnoEB, 
to  adjonm. 

The  8FBAKSB  (Mr.  Bbll)  then  rose,  and  ad- 
dressed the  Honse  as  follows ; 

€f*ntlemm  of  the  Hmae  of  R^etentaHvet :  It  is 
a  late  hour,  bat  I  hope  I  may  be  allowed  one  word, 
in  acknowledgment  of  the  many  obllgidions  I  am 
under  to  this  House. 

Dal;  senaiUe,  as  Z  am,  of  the  value  of  that  testi- 
mony of  respect  for  your  preuding  officer  which  you 
have  this  night  ordered  to  be  placed  upon  the 
joumala  of  the  Honse,  and  as  much  bound  as  I  am 
by  that  oom[diment  to  express  my  sensibili^  to  your 
Imdness,  I  am  adU  more  soUdtooa,  tqxm  this  occasion, 
the  last  that  may  oflfer  to  me,  to  express  a  yet  deeper 
and  more  abidbg  sense  of  gratitude,  for  that  con- 
tinaed  indulgence  to  my  faults,  that  mariced  forbear- 
ance and  tenderness  to  my  many  deficiencies,  which 
have  been  manifest,  on  your  part,  from  the  first 
moment  I  took  this  chair,  and  wnicb  have  continued 
to  be  manifested  up  to  this,  the  last  allotted  hour  of 
tbe  present  Congress.  The  feelings  inspired  by  a 
recoUectioa  of  so  much  geoeroauy  I  am  uoaUe 
adequately  to  express,  bat  they  shall  have  a  place  in 
this  bosom  so  long  as  there  is  a  pulsation  there. 
,  But  this  is  not  the  extent  of  the  obligations  I  am 
under  to  you,  gentlemen.  If  the  public  service  bad 
suffered  essentially  from  any  defect  in  me,  the 
memory  of  your  generous  indulgence  would  afford 
me  bnt  a  qualified  pleasure;  bat  you  have,  upon 
evoy  oocaaoD,  ^vm  to  me,  your  preddtng  officer. 


[H.  or  R. 

liable  to  err,  and  actnally  etriog,  aa  be  often  did, 
your  firm  8iq>port  In  lus  efi^ts  to  {uevcait  the  elfoet 
of  what  seemed  to  him  to  be  error  in  others ;  and 
thus  you  recondled  your  contioued  forbearance 
towards  him  with  yoor  doty  to  the  puUic,  in  sup- 
porting tbe  regularity  and  d^pil^  of  toe  proceedings 
of  the  House. 

It  Is  needless  to  declare  to  you  how  feeble,  how 
utterly  incompetent,  the  elforia  of  any  one  must  be 
to  dischatge  the  duties  of  this  station,  without  the 
cordial  support  of  the  members  of  this  House.  The 
satisfaction  I  derive  from  tbe  r^ection  that  I  have 
had  your  cordial  and  oecesaaiy  support,  is  greatly 
heightened  by  two  oondderadons — tbe  one  personal 
to  nmeUl  the  other  of  a  pnUle  nature.  Inexperi- 
enced as  I  was,  wboi  tbe  duties  of  the  Chair  wore 
suddenly  devdved  upon  me^  I  could  deserve  yoor 
support,  in  attempting  to  mftintatn  the^nst  authrai^ 
and  respect  of  the  Chair,  only  by  bnn^ng  to  the 
discharge  of  its  various  duties  a  resolute  determina- 
tion to  perform  them  with  impartiality,  and  a  suitable 
firmness  and  deciuon.  However  I  may  have  fUIed 
bi  these  purposes  in  particular  Instaiiees,  uncon- 
sciously and  through  the  weakness  of  our  common 
nature,  I  feel  a  proud  eatiafaction  in  beliering  that 
yon  have  always  duly  a|^redated  my  intentions  and 
my  desires. 

But  I  have  a  yet  higher  gratification,  fbnnded 
upon  the  experience  I  Mvehufaithe  chuir;  what- 
ever may  l>e  tbe  occasional  diamdera  aii^  intemper- 
ance Incident  to  times  lu^y  exdted  by  party 
conflicts,  we  have  Just  reason  to  b(^  tiiat  there  will 
always  remain  a  collective,  an  aggregate  feel- 
ing and  determination  in  this  House  to  forbrar 
tboee  extremes,  those  excesses,  which,  if  indnlged, 
would  justly  fbriUt  the  reqiectudonnfidenoeoftbe 
country. 

None  wHl  qnestion,  that  whaterer  ccncems  the 
character  and  respectalnlity  of  this  House,  as  a  co- 
ordinate branch  of  tbe  legislative  department  of  the 
Government,  concerns  likewise  tite  Interests,  the  very 
being,  of  Aee  institutions,  and  the  rights  and  hap- 
piness of  the  human  famQy.  Whether  this  House 
shall  continue  to  hold  and  actually  exercise  its  due 
proportion  of  the  powers  of  this  Government; 
whether  it  diall  ctrntinue  to  contribute  Its  doe  wdgbt 
and  aothority  in  siiaplng  tiie  policy  of  tiiis  great 
country,  and  in  elevating  it  to  that  high  d^tiny 
iriiidi  the  fiiends  of  poutical  and  civil  liberty  In 
every  part  of  the  world,  so  devoutiy  denre ;  whether, 
indeed,  such  a  destiny  shall  ever  be  ouis,  depends 
greatly  upon  tbe  rank  which  this  House  shall  con- 
tinue to  hold  in  tbe  aflfections,  the  roipect,  and 
confidence,  of  the  great  body  of  the  people. 

The  recollection  that,  while  I  have  had  the  himor 
to  fill  this  station,  I  have  had  your  coKiperation  and 
confidence  in  my  feeble  eflbrts  to  sustun  the  due 
importance  and  respectaUlity  of  this  House,  will  be  a 
sooroa  high  gratification  to  me  in  the  Aitnra 
vidsflltDdes  of  my  life,  whatever  they  may  be.  And 
now,  at  the  muneot  of  a  separation,  whlcib,  with 
many  of  us,  may  be  permaneoit,  I  maybe  permitted 
to  say,  that  If,  upon  any  occation,  I  have  seemed  to 
fail  in  respect  whidi  is  always  due  from  the  Chair  to 
the  House,  and  to  all  its  members,  I  can,  with  the 
utmost  sincerity,  affirm  that  It  was  never  Intentional; 
and  I  b^  to  express  VfS  srdeirt  widiea  tbe  con- 
tinued and  unintermpted  health  and  hapf^ees  of 
ererj  Indlvidttal  of  whidi  tiiis  Bouse  is  craqioBed. 

The  Spsaxbb  tiien  a^ounied  the  Hoiu^  at 
half-past  three  o'clock,  without  day. 
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BEQUK  AT  THE  CITT  OF  WASHINQTOX,  DEGEUBEB  7,  1885. 


PKOCEEDINGS  IN  THE  SENATE.* 


UoNDAT,  December  7,  1886. 

The  first  session  of  the  S4th  Oongress  com- 
menced  this  day  at  the  GapltoL  At  twelve 
o^fdock  the  Senate  vas  called  to  order  hj  the 
Vice  Prendentj  Mr.  Van  Buben,  when  it  ap- 
peared that  a  qnomm  of  the  Senators  were  in 
attendance. 

The  Chaib  commnnicated  the  credentials  of 
the  Hon.  Joen  0.  Galboun,  elected  bj  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Sooth  Oarolhia  a 
Senator  from  that  State,  to  serve  for  six  years 
from  the  4th  of  If  arch  last ; 

Also  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  Nbhkhiah 
B.  Ekioht,  elected  hy  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island  a  Senator  from  that  State, 
to  serve  for  mz  years  from  the  4th  of  March 
last: 

Mt.  SouTHASD  presented  the  credentials  of 
tiie  Hon.  Oabbst  D.  Wall,  elected  by  the 
L^alatore  of  Kew  Jersey  a  Senator  from  that 
Stat&  to  serve  for  six  years  from  the  4th  of 
March  last ;  and 

Mr.  EviKo  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
Hon.  John  Davis,  elected  by  the  Legislature  of 
Massachusetts  a  Senator  frinn  that  State,  to 
serve  for  six  years  from  the  4th  of  March  last ; 
all  of  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Wumc  said  that  at  the  last  session  of  the 
Legialatnra  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  he  had 
been  re-elected  to  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  for  six  years  from  the  4th  of  March  last, 


•  UST  OF  UBMBEB8  OF  THE  BENATB. 

JfofaM,— Ether  Shspley,  John  Bngglu. 

JITmo  ffamptMr6.~luMa  Hill,  Henr^  Eubbud. 

Mamachu*ttU.~Dadil  Webstor,  John  Dftvte. 

R}uxU  /Wantf.— N«hciiikli  B.  Knight,  Asbet  Kobblna. 

CtmflMMcNct— NmthBD  Smith,  Qideon  TomllnMn. 

r«rni0n&— Sunnel  PkdUm,  Bei^Mitlti  Sirlft. 

JTmb  AHbr-Natbulel  P.  TidloMdsa,  811h  Wri^  Jon. 

JTmd  ATHy.— 8«niMl  K  Btmtbtrd,  Oamt  D.  Vail. 

fmuMffivanta^KOM  BaduuB,  BMniul  HoEeu. 

IMmmta— John  IL  CUTton,  Arnold  Kaodaln. 

JfitriifinA^SotMrt  H-OoM^barau^  JoM^h  Ewt. 


hnt  that  the  official  information  of  his  election 
was  not  in  his  possession.  It  had  heretofore 
been  the  practice  in  the  State  of  Tenneaaee  to 
transmit  to  the  presiding  officer  oi  the  Senate 
the  credentials  of  its  Senators.  But  as  this  had 
not  yet  been  done,  he  snbmitted  to  the  Obair 
whether  he  shonld  take  his  seat 

The  Chair  said  that,  if  no  objection  was 
made,  the  gentleman  could  take  his  oath  with 
the  other  Senators  to  be  qualified. 

The  nsnal  oath  was  tlien  administered  by  the 
Vios  PRBSinBNT  to  MessTS.  White,  Hcbbaso, 
KiHo,  Olatton,  Robinson,  and  Rdgoles,  whoso 
credentiala  were  presented  at  the  last  session, 
and  to  Messrs.  Wall,  Kniqht,  and  Datis, 
whose  credentials  were  Jnst  read. 

Mr.  Whttb  offered  the  following  resolutions ; 
which  were  considered  and  agreed  to. 
'   Ordered,  That  the  Secretaiy  acquit  the  House 
of  BniresentatiTes  that  a  quonun  of  the  Seaale  is 
■asemUed,  and  ready  to  proceed  to  budnenL 

Seeolvei,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate,  to  join  such  committee  u  may  be 
appointed  by  the  House  of  Representatires,  to  wait 
on  the  PresideDt  of  the  TTnited  States,  ud  inform 
him  that  Congress  is  assembled,  and  readj  to  receive 
any  communications  he  may  be  pleased  to  make. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gbuxdt,  the  Senate  ordered 
that  the  Chair  appoint  the  committee ; 

And  Mr.  Whitk  and  Mr.  Knight  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  wait  on  the  PrfisidenL 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House 


PltyMtk— Beatamln  WatUu  Lelcb.  John  Tjbr. 
Korih  CbreUM.— Badford  Brows,  Willie  P.  UupuL 
Bentk  CareUmtL—ltitai  C.  Calhoun,  William  a  FMtga. 

ff«or(rfa.— AlfM  Cothbert,  John  P.  King. 
Xent^ekv.—'amrj  Clay,  John  J.  Crittenden. 

rmMasM.— Felix  Grnad^,  Hogh  Lawson  WUIa. 

(^Ala.— Thomu  Ewlng,  Thonus  Uorrii. 

XonMona.— Alexander  Fortar,  Bobartja  HldwlM. 
'  AtfloiM;— miUam  Handrioka,  John  Tipton. 
MtmMppir-Saln  Blade,  Sobart  J.  Walkaa 
J»M«<a-Oain  K.  Kao^  John  M.  S^Mbm*. 
Jinftamok— Wmiam  B.  XIaK  OateM  P.  Ifoan. 
JHMMiri-JiMwla  F,  Unn,  Thonua  H.  Baatan, 
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of  Bepresentativee,  Mr.  Feahklin,  their 
Clerk. 

Mr.  Preddeot :  I  am  directed  to  inform  the 
Senate  that  a  qnoram  of  the  Hoose  of  R^re- 
sentatives  has  assembled ;  that  Jaubs  K.  Folk, 
of  Tennessee,  has  been  eleoted  Speaker  thereof ; 
and  that  it  ia  now  ready  to  proceed  to  bnnnees. 


Tdtoat,  December  8. 

BiKTAiim  Watkibs  Lbish,  a  Senator  from 
'Vii;Epnia;  Bxdvobd  Baoms.  a  Senator  from 
27orth  Oandina;  Wuxuk  B.  Euro,  a  Senator 
flrom  Alabama;  Hnmz  Out  and  Jobs  J. 
OsimRDKH',  Senators  fh>m  Eentookj,  ap- 
peared. 

Hr.  Manoith  presented  the  credentials  of 
BiDFOBD  Bbown,  of  North  Oarolina,  eleoted  a 
Senator  from  that  State  for  dz  yean  from  ^e 
4th  of  March  last. 

3fr.  Southard  presented  the  credentials  of 
Benjamin  Watkins  Lbioi^  of  Yir^niL  eleoted 
a  Senator  from  that  State  n>r  rix  yean  from  the 
4th  of  March  last 

WnxiAH  R.  Enra  soggeated  tliat  hla  oreden- 
tlala  also  had  been  issned. 

Theae  tiiree  Senators  were  then  qualified. 

Mr.  VHtn  from  the  Joint  committee  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  the  Frmdent  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  inform  him  that  a  qnomm  had 
assembled,  and  was  ready  to  receive  any  com- 
monication  he  may  be  pleased  to  make,  reported 
that  the  joint  committee  had  performed  that 
duty. 

A  Message  was  then  receiTed  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Donelson, 
his  secretary,  which  was  read,  as  follows: 

.?UW«t(tMM^  tht  SenaU 

and  Motm  <if  Jttprnmtativa* : 

In  the  dischaTge  of  my  ofDcial  duty,  tbe  task  again 
devolres  apoa  me  of  commanicathig  with  a  new 
Congress.  The  reflection  that  the  represeotation 
of  the  Union  has  been  recently  renewed,  and  that 
the  eoDsUtntional  term  of  its  serrice  will  expire 
with  my  own,  heightens  the  solidtude  with  which  I 
shall  attempt  to  laj  before  it  the  state  of  our  na- 
tional  concerns,  and  the  deroat  hope  which  I  chef^ 
ish,  that  its  Ubors  to  iaproje  them  may  be  crowned 
wiUi  soecess. 

Too  are  assembled  at  a  period  of  profotrnd  inter- 
est to  the  American  patriot.  The  unexampled  growth 
and  prosperity  of  our  country,  having  given  us  a  rank 
in  the  scale  of  nations  which  removes  all  apprehen- 
rion  of  danger  to  our  integrity  and  independence 
from  external  foes,  the  career  of  freedom  ia  before 
us,  iritfa  an  earnest  from  tiie  past,  that,  if  tnie  to 
ounelTes,  Uiere  can  be  no  formidable  obstacle  in 
the  Aiture,  to  its  peaceful  and  ut^terrupted  pursuit. 
Tet,  in  proportion  to  the  disappearance  of  those 
apprehenmons  which  attended  our  weakness,  at 
once  contrasted  with  the  power  of  some  of  the 
states  of  the  old  world,  should  we  now  be  soH^tous 
as  to  those  which  belong  to  the  convicUon,  that  !t 
is  to  our  own  conduct  we  must  look  for  the  preser- 
ration  of  those  causes,  on  which  depend  the  excel- 
lenoe  and  the  daraUoa  of  oar  iappj  sywtam  of  Gov- 
emment 


In  the  exaroide  of  other  systems,  founded  on  the 
will  of  the  people,  we  trace  to  internal  disseodon 
the  influences  which  have  so  often  blasted  the  hopes 
of  the  friends  of  freedom.  The  social  elements, 
which  were  strong  and  successful  when  united 
against  external  duiger,  fidled  in  the  more  diflteult 
task  of  properly  acljusting  their  own  internal  organ- 
ization, and  thus  gave  waj  the  great  principle  of 
self-government.  Let  us  trust  that  this  admonition 
will  never  be  forgotten  by  the  Government  or  the 
People  of  the  United  States ;  and  that  the  teati- 
mony  which  our  experience  thus  far  holds  out  to 
the  great  human  fiunfly,  of  the  practicability  and 
the  nesrings  of  free  government,  will  be  confirmed 
In  all  time  to  ctmie. 

We  have  bnt  to  look  at  the  state  of  our  agri- 
culture, mano&ctnres,  and  commerce,  and  the  un> 
exampled  increase  of  our  population,  to  feel  the 
magnitude  of  the  trust  committed  to  us.  Never, 
in  any  former  period  of  our  history,  bsve  we  had 
greater  reason  than  we  now  have,  to  be  thankihl  to 
Divine  Profidence  for  the  blevnga  of  health  and 
general  prosperity.  Every  branch  of  labor  we  see 
crowned  with  the  most  abundant  rewards  :  in  every 
element  of  nadonat  resources  and  wealth,  and  of 
individual  comfort,  we  witness  the  most  rapid  and 
solid  improvements.  With  no  interruptions  to  this 
pleasinff  prospect  at  home,  which  will  not  yield  to 
the  spint  of  harmony  and  good  will  tliat  so  striking- 
ly pervades  the  mass  of  the  peojde  in  every  quarter, 
amidst  an  the  diversity  of  interest  and  pursuits  to 
which  they  are  attached :  and  with  no  cause  of  lo- 
hcitude  in  regard  to  our  external  afflUrs,  which  will 
not,  it  is  hoped,  disappear  before  the  principles  of 
dmple  Justice  and  the  forbearance  that  mark  our 
intercourse  with  foreign  powers— we  have  every 
reason  to  foel  proud  of  oar  beloTOd  country. 

The  general  state  of  our  Foreicn  Relations  has 
not  materially  ohaaged  isnca  my  MSt  annual  Mes- 
sage. 

In  the  settlement  of  the  question  of  the  North- 
eastern boundary,  little  progress  has  been  made. 
Great  Britain  has  deoUned  acceiUng  to  the  propo- 
dUon  of  the  United  States,  presented  in  accordance 
with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  unless  certain 
preliminary  conditions  were  admitted,  which  I 
deemed  incompatible  with  a  satisfactory  and  right- 
ful ai^usbnent  of  the  controversy.  WalUng  for 
some  distinct  proposal  from  the  Qovemment  of 
Great  Britain,  wluch  has  been  invited,  I  can  only 
repeat  the  expression  of  my  confidence,  that  wlu 
the  strong  mutual  disposition  which  I  believe  exists, 
to  make  a  Just  arrangement,  this  perplexing  ques- 
tion can  be  settled  with  a  due  regard  to  the  well- 
founded  pretenmons  and  pacific  policy  of  all  the 
parties  td  it.  Events  are  frequently  occurring  on 
the  North-eastern  frontier,  of  a  character  to  impress 
upon  all  the  neceetity  of  a  speedy  and  definitive 
t^mination  of  the  Aspate.  Thia  consideration, 
added  to  the  decdre  common  to  both,  to  relieve  the 
liberal  and  friendly  relations  so  happily  existing  be- 
tween the  two  countries  from  all  embarrassment, 
will,  no  doubt,  have  its  just  Influence  upon  both. 

Our  diplomatic  intercourse  with  Portugal  has 
been  renewed,  and  it  is  expected  that  tbe  claims  of 
onr  oitizena,  pardal^  pud,  will  be  folly  sadsfied  as 
soon  M  the  condition  <tf  the  Queen's  Government 
will  permit  the  proper  attention  to  the  subject  of 
them.  That  Government  has,  lam  happy  to  inform 

Jon,  manifested  a  determ&iation  to  act  upon  the 
beral  prlnoiplea  which  have  marked  oar  commer- 
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cial  policy ;  the  happiest  effecta  upon  the  future 
trade  between  the  United  States  and  Portugal,  are 
anticipated  from  it,  and  the  time  is  not  thought  to 
be  remote  when  a  ^atem  of  perfect  rediwDcity 
will  be  eBtablisfaed. 

The  instalmentg  due  imder  the  conTentioQ  with 
the  Idng  of  the  Two  Bidliefl,  bare  been  paid  with 
that  acrupulous  fidelity  by  which  his  whole  conduct 
has  been  characterized,  and  the  hope  ia  indulged, 
that  the  adjustment  of  the  vexed  question  of  oar 
claims  will  be  followed  by  a  more  extended  and 
mutually  beneficial  intercourse  between  the  two 
countries. 

The  bternal  contest  sdll  continues  in  Spun. 
Dlstiuffuiehed  as  this  struggle  has  unhapi^ly  been, 
by  inudents  of  the  most  sangniDary  cfaancter,  the 
obligations,  of  the  late  treaty  of  indemnifleation 
with  us,  have  been,  neTertheless,  fidthftaUy  ezecoted 
by  the  Spanish  Government. 

No  proTidoa  haviog  bem  made  at  the  last  les* 
rfon  of  Congress  for  the  aseert^nmeiit  of  the  oldms 
to  be  paid,  and  the  apportioument  of  the  fimds, 
under  the  couveutioD  made  with  Spain,  I  invite 
your  early  attention  to  the  subject.  The  public 
evidences  of  the  debt  bare,  according  to  the  terms 
of  the  convention,  and  in  the  forms  prescribed  by 
it,  been  placed  in  the  possesuon  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  interest,  as  it  fell  due,  baa  been 
regulariy  paid  npen  them.  Our  commercial  inter- 
course wiui  Cuba  stands  as  regulated  by  the  act  of 
Congress.  No  recent  informatioa  haa  been  received 
as  to  the  dispodtion  of  the  Government  of  Madrid, 
on  this  subject,  and  the  lamented  death  of  our  re- 
ccntly  app^nted  mtoister,  on  his  way  to  Sp^n,  with 
the  pressure  of  their  affiurs  at  home,  render  It 
scarcely  probaUe  that  any  change  Is  to  be  looked 
fbr  dimng  the  cominr  year.  Fnrdier  portions  of 
the  Florioa  archives  baTe  been  sent  to  the  United 
States,  althoo^  the  death  of  one  of  the  Gommis* 
doners,  at  a  critical  moment,  embarrassed  tlie  prog- 
ress of  the  delivery  of  them.  The  Ugber  officers 
of  the  loc^  Oovemment  hare  recently  shown  an 
anxious  desire,  in  eompHanoe  with  the  orders  from 
the  parent  Government,  to  fodlitate  the  selection 
and  delivery  of  all  we  have  a  right  to  clfdm. 

Kegotiationa  have  been  opened  at  Madrid,  for 
the  establishment  of  a  lasting  peace  between  Spain 
and  such  of  the  Spanish  American  Qovemments 
of  this  hemisphere,  as  have  availed  themselves  of 
the  intimation  given  to  all  of  them,  of  the  lUspo- 
sition  of  Spain  to  treat  upon  the  basis  of  their  en- 
tite  independence.  It  u  to  be  regretted,  that 
rimultaneoua  appointments,  by  all,  of  ministers  to 
negotiate  with  Spain,  had  not  been  made,  the  nego- 
tiation itself  would  have  been  simplified,  and  this 
long-standing  dispute,  spreading  over  a  lane  por- 
tion of  the  world,  would  have  been  lffon|^t  to  a 
more  speedy  conclu^oo. 

Our  political  and  oommerdal  relaUons  with  Aus- 
tria, Prussia,  Sweden,  and  Denmark,  stand  on  the 
usual  favorable  bases.  One  of  the  articles  of  our 
treaty  with  Bussia,  in  relation  to  the  trade  on  the 
North-west  coast  of  America,  having  expired,  in- 
structions have  been  given  to  our  Minister  at  St. 
Petersburg  to  negotiate  a  renewal  of  it  The  long 
and  unbroWi  aauty  between  the  two  QoremmeDts 
gfres  evetT  reason  for  suppodng  the  article  wilt  be 
renewed,  u  stronger  motives  do  not  exist  to  pre- 
vent it  than,  with  our  view  the  solgeet,  can  be 
anticipated  here. 

I  ask  yoor  attention  to  the  Kesssge  of  mj  prede* 
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cesser  at  the  opening  of  the  second  session  of  the 
nineteenth  Conness,  relative  to  our  commercial  in- 
tercourse with  HoUuid,  and  to  the  documents  con- 
nected with  that  subject,  oonmiunicated  to  tbe 
House  of  Representatives  on  the  lOtb  of  January, 
182fi,  and  18tb  January,  183f.  Ctmudding  in  the 
opinion  of  my  predecessor,  that  Holland  is  no^ 
under  tbe  regulations  of  her  present  system,  enti- 
tled to  have  her  vessels  and  th^r  cargoes  received 
into  the  United  States  on  the  footing  of  American 
vessels  and  cargoes,  as  regards  duties  of  tonnage 
and  impost,  a  respect  for  bis  reference  of  it  to  the 
LegisUtuie,  hasMoie  jMreraited  me  from  aotiu  m 
the  subject.  I  should  still  have  waited,  wiOoot 
comment,  fbr  the  action  of  CongresB,  but  recently 
a  claim  has  been  made  by  Belgian  sobjects  to  ad- 
mission into  our  ports  for  their  ships  and  cargoes, 
on  the  same  footing  as  American,  with  tbe  allega- 
tioa  we  could  not  mqiute,  that  our  vessels  received 
in  their  ports  tbe  IdeDtical  treatment  shown  to 
them  in  Uie  ports  of  Holland,  upon  whose  vessels 
no  discrimination  is  made  in  the  ports  of  tbe  United 
States.  Giving  the  same  privileges,  the  Belgians 
expected  tbe  same  benefits — benefita  that  were  in 
fact  enjoyed  when  Belgium  and  Holland  were  united 
under  one  government.  Satisfied  with  tbe  justice 
of  their  pretension  to  be  placed  on  the  same  foot- 
ing with  Holland,  I  could  not,  nevertheless,  without 
disregard  to  the  prindple  of  cor  laws,  admit  their 
claim  to  be  treated  as  Americana ;  and  at  the  same 
time  a  respect  for  Congress,  to  whom  the  eubject 
bad  long  since  been  referred,  has  prevented  me 
from  producing  a  Just  equality,  by  taking  from  the 
vessels  of  Holland  privileges  conditionally  granted 
by  acts  of  Congress,  although  the  condition  upon 
wnieb  the  grant  was  made,  has,  in  my  Judgment, 
fUad  rince  18S3.  I  recommend,  therefore,  a  re- 
view of  the  act  of  1824,  and  sudi  a  modification 
of  it  as  will  produce  an  equality,  on  such  terms  as 
Congress  shdl  think  best  compwta  with  our  settled 
policy,  and  the  obligations  of  justice  to  two  fiiendly 
powers. 

^tb  the  Bubtime  Forte,  and  sll  the  Ooremraeutai 
on  tbe  coast  of  Barbery,  oar  relations  continue  to 
be  Mendly.  The  proper  steps  have  been  taken  to 
renew  our  treaty  with  Morocco. 

The  Aiventine  Bepnblic  baa  again  praised  to 
send,  wi^in  the  current  year,  %  Minister  to  the 
United  States. 

A  Convention  with  Mexico  for  extending  the  time 
for  tbe  app(^tmeDt  of  commisuoners  to  run  tbe 
boundary  Une  has  been  concluded^  and  will  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Senate.  Recent  events  in  that  conn* 
try  have  awakened  the  livelieat  solicitude  in  the 
United  States.  Aware  of  the  strong  temptations 
existing,  and  powerful  inducements  held  out  to  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  to  mingle  in  tbe  dis- 
sensions of  our  immediate  neigbbor^  instructions 
have  been  i^ven  to  the  District  Attorneys  of  the 
United  Stated  where  indications  vananted  it,  to 
prosecute,  without  respect  to  persons,  all  who  ndglit 
attempt  to  violate  the  obllsatioos  of  our  neutrality: 
while  at  the  same  time  It  has  been  thought  neo^ 
sary  to  apprise  the  Government  of  Mexico  that  we 
should  require  the  integrity  of  our  country  to  be 
sompnloaaly  reqweted  by  botii  parties. 

From  our  dlldomatia  agwta  in  Braal,  ChiU,  Peru, 
Central  Amenca,  VeoeEnela,  and  New  Graoadk 
constant  assurances  are  received  of  the  continued 
good  nuderstanding  with  the  Governments  to  which 
they  are  severally  accredited.   With  those  Govem- 
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menta  npon  vbieh  onr  citizens  have  nUd  lod  ao- 
camiilatmg  cUms,  scarcely  an  adTance  towards  a 

settlement  of  tbem  is  made,  owing  m^nlj  to  their 
distracted  state,  or  to  the  pressure  of  imperative 
domestio  questions.  Our  patience  has  been,  and 
will  probably  be,  BtiO  fiirther  severely  tried ;  bat 
onr  fdlow-citizeoB  whose  interests  are  involved, 
nay  oom&de  in  the  determination  of  ^e  Oovent- 
Dumt  to  obtidn  ior  them,  eventoaUy,  ample  retri- 
bntton. 

TTnforttmately,  many  of  the  nations  of  this  hemi- 

2>here  are  still  self-tormented  by  domestic  cUssen- 
ons.  Revolution  succeeds  revointion,  ii^uries  are 
committed  upon  foreigners  engaged  in  lawful  pur- 
suits, much  tmie  elapses  before  a  Goremment  suf- 
ficieatly  stable  is  erected  to  jusdiy  expectation  of 
redress — lOnistera  are  sent  and  received,  and  before 
the  discuBsions  of  past  injuries  are  &irly  begun, 
fresh  troubles  arise  ;  but  too  ftequently  new  mju- 
ries  are  added  to  the  old,  to  be  discussed  together, 
with  the  existing  Government,  after  it  has  proved 
its  ability  to  sustiun  the  assaults  made  upon  it,  or 
with  its  successor,  if  overthrown.  If  this  unhappy 
condition  of  tUnga  eontinnea  much  longen  ouier 
nations  will  be  under  the  piJnfnl  necessity  of  decid- 
ing whether  justice  to  dieir  soffering  citizens  does 
not  reqidre  a  prompt  redress  of  injuries  by  their 
own  power,  without  wdting  for  the  establi^unent 
of  a  government  competent  and  enduring  enough 
to  discuss  and  to  make  satisiaction  for  them. 

Buce  the  last  sesmon  of  Congress,  the  validity  of 
our  claims  upon  France,  as  liqiddated  by  the  treaty 
of  1881,  has  been  acknowledged  by  both  branches 
of  her  Legislature,  uid  the  money  has  been  appro- 
priated for  their  discharge ;  but  the  payment  is,  I 
regret  to  inform  you,  stm  witliheld. 

A  brief  recaintolation  of  the  most  important  m- 
eidents  in  tliis  protracted  controveny,  will  show 
how  utterly  untenable  are  the  grounds  upon  which 
this  coarse  is  attempted  to  be  Justified. 

On  entering  upon  the  duties  of  my  station,  I 
found  the  United  States  an  unsucoessM  applicant 
to  the  justice  of  France,  for  the  satis&ction  of 
daims,  the  validity  of  wtiich  was  never  question- 
able, and  has  now  been  most  solemnly  admitted  by 
France  benel£  The  antiquity  of  these  d^ms, 
tbdr  Ugh  justice,  and  the  aggranting  droumstan- 
ces  out  of  which  they  arose,  are  too  femUlar  to  the 
American  people  to  require  description.  It  is  suf- 
fldent  to  say,  that,  fbr  a  period  of  ten  years  and 
upwards,  our  commerce  was,  with  bat  littie  inter- 
ruption, the  subject  of  constant  aggressionB  on  the 
part  of  France— aggrea^ona,  the  ordinary  fcatorea 
of  which  were  condemnations  of  vesseb  and  car- 
goes under  arUtrary  decrees,  adopted  in  eontra- 
Tentioo,  as  well  of  the  laws  of  nations,  as  of  treaty 
stipulations :  burnings  on  the  high  seas,  and  s^zures 
and  confiscations,  under  special  imperial  rescripts, 
in  the  ports  of  other  nations  occu|ded  by  the  ai^ 
miee,  or  under  the  control  of  France.  Such,  it  is 
now  conceded,  is  the  character  of  the  wrongs  we 
snfTered — ^wrongs,  in  many  cases,  so  flagrant,  that 
even  their  snthors  never  denied  our  right  to  repa- 
ration. Of  the  extent  of  these  injuries,  some  con- 
ception may  be  fonned  from  the  fact,  that  after  the 
burning  of  a  lai^  amount  at  sea,  and  the  necessary 
deterioration,  in  other  cases,  by  long  detention,  the 
American  property  so  seized  and  sacoificed  at  forced 
sales,  excluding  what  was  acUndged  to  privateers, 
before  or  wlthoat  condemutioo.  brooriit  into  die 
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French  ^reasuiy  iqnnrda  of  twenty-four  milliona 
of  francs,  besides  large  costom-hoose  duties. 

The  subject  had  already  been  an  afikir  of  twenty 
years'  uninterrupted  negotiation,  except  for  a  short 
time,  when  France  was  overwhelmed  by  the  mili- 
tary power  of  united  Europe.  During  this  period, 
whSst  other  nations  were  extorting  m>m  her  pay- 
ment of  their  claims  at  the  p(nnt  of  the  bayonet, 
the  United  States  intermitted  their  demand  for 
justice,  out  of  respect  to  the  oppressed  condition 
of  a  gallant  people,  to  whom  they  felt  nnder  obli- 
gations for  fhiternai  asnstance  in  tiieir  own  days  of 
suffering  and  of  periL  The  bad  effects  of  these 
protracted  and  unavailing  discusdons,  as  well  upon 
our  relations  with  France  as  upon  our  national 
character,  were  obvious ;  and  the  line  of  duty  was 
to  my  mind  eqiully  so.  This  was,  eitiier  to  in^ 
upon  the  a^ustment  of  our  claims  within  a  reason- 
able period,  or  to  abandon  them  altogether.  I 
could  not  doubt  that,  by  this  course,  the  interests 
and  honor  of  both  countries  would  be  best  con- 
sulted. Instructions  were  therefore  given  in  this 
spirit,  to  the  Ifinister  who  was  sent  out,  once  more 
to  demand  reparation.  Upon  the  meeting  of  Con- 
gress, in  December,  1829,  1  felt  it  my  duty  to  speak 
of  these  chdms,  and  the  delays  of  France,  in  terms 
calculated  to  call  the  serious  attention  of  both 
countries  to  the  subject.  The  then  French  Ministry 
took  exception  to  the  message  on  the  ground  of  its 
contdning  a  menace,  under  which  it  was  not  agree- 
able to  the  French  Government  to  n«otiate.  The 
American  Minister,  of  his  own  aocord,  refitted  the 
construction  which  was  attempted  to  be  put  npon 
the  message,  and,  at  the  same  time,  called  to  the 
recollection  of  the  French  Mudstry,  that  the  Freiri- 
dent's  message  was  a  communication  addressed, 
not  to  Foreign  Governments,  but  to  the  Congress 
of  the  Uoited  States,  in  which  it  was  enjobied  upon 
him,  by  tiie  constitution,  to  lay  belbre  that  body 
information  of  the  state  of  tiie  union,  comprehend- 
ing its  foreign  as  well  as  its  domestic  relations;  and 
that  if^  in  the  discharge  of  this  duty,  he  felt  it 
incumbent  upon  him  to  summon  the  attention  of 
Congress,  in  due  time,  to  wtiat  toight  be  the  pos- 
sible consequences  of  existing  difBoulties  with  any 
fordgn  Government,  he  might  fiurly  be  supposed 
to  do  BO  nnder  a  sense  of  what  was  doe  fiom  him 
in  a  frank  communication  with  another  branch  of 
his  own  Government,  and  not  from  any  Intention 
of  holding  a  menace  over  a  foreign  power.  The 
views  taken  by  him  received  my  approbation ;  the 
French  Government  was  satisfied,  and  the  negoti- 
ation was  continued.  It  terminated  in  the  treaty 
of  July  4,  1881,  recogidzin^  the  justice  of  our 
cldms,  ilk  part,  and  pronusmg  payment  to  the 
amount  of  twenty-five  millions  of  francs,  in  At 
annual  instalments. 

The  ratifications  of  this  treaty  were  exchanged 
at  WasUogton,  on  the  2d  of  February,  1882,  and 
in  five  days  thereafter  it  was  laid  before  Congress, 
who  immedUtely  passed  the  acts  necessary,  on  our 
part,  to  secure  to  France  the  commercial  advantages 
conceded  to  lier  in  the  compact.  The  treaty  had 
previously  been  solemnly  ratified  by  the  ^g  of 
the  fVench,  in  terms  which  are  certainly  not  mere 
matters  of  form,  and  of  wliich  the  translation  is  as 
follows:  "  We,  approvine  the  id>ov6  convention,  in 
all  and  each  of  the  dispontions  which  are  contdned 
in  it,  do  decUre,  by  ourselves,  as  well  as  by  our 
:  hein  andmooeastRBt  that  It  ia  aeeepted,  approved, 
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n^ed,  and  confinned ;  and  by  these  {weaeats, 
signed  br  our  hand,  we  do  accept,  approre,  ratify, 
and  confirm  it;  promiaing,  on  tiie  fiiith  and  word 
of  a  King,  to  obaerre  it,  and  to  oaue  It  to  be 
obserred  iB^olabiy,  witliout  erer  otmtraTenin^  it, 
or  suSbring  tt  to  be  coDtrarened,  direetiy  or  indi- 
rectly, for  any  OMue,  or  under  uy  pretmee  vbat- 
soever." 

Official  information  of  the  ezohange  of  ratifica- 
tion! In  the  United  States  reached  Paris  whilst  the 
Cbambers  were  in  eeadon.  The  KOnot^marf^  and 
to  ns  ii^aiioas,  delays  of  tibe  F^eneh  Government, 
in  their  action  upon  the  snUeet  of  its  folfilment, 
hare  been  heretofore  stated  to  Congress,  and  I 
haTo  no  dispositioa  to  enlarge  npon  them  here.  It 
is  sufficient  to  observe  that  the  then  pending  see- 
BiOD  was  allowed  to  expire  wltbont  even  an  effort 
to  obtain  the  necessary  appropriaUons ;  that  the 
two  succeeding  ones  were  also  snffbred  to  pass 
without  any  thing  like  a  Mrions  attempt  to 
obtidn  a  deddon  npon  the  aolifeet;  and  that  itwafe 
not  nntil  the  fourth  sesdon,  almost  three  years 
after  the  oonclnsion  of  the  treaty,  and  more  than 
two  yean  after  the  exohau;e  of  ratifications,  that 
the  bill  for  the  ezeention  of  the  trei^  was  {nressed 
to  a  Tote  and  rejected. 

In  the  mean  time,  tlis  GoreRunent  of  the  United 
States,  having  full  confidence  that  a  treaty  entered 
Into  and  to  solemidy  ratified  the  Vrmeh  King, 
wonld  be  executed  in  good  &hhf  and  not  doubting 
Aat  providon  would  be  made  for  the  payment  of 
the  first  instalment,  whioh  was  to  become  due  on 
the  second  day  of  February,  1888,  negoUated  a 
draft  fbr  the  amoont  throoi^  the  Bank  of  the 
ITnited  States.  Whoi  this  draft  was  presented  by 
the  header,  witii  the  oredeatials  required  by  the 
treaty  to  authoiiie  him  to  receive  the  money,  the 
Ooremment  of  France  diowed  it  to  be  protested. 
In  addition  to  the  injury  in  the  non-payment  of  the 
money  by  France,  conformably  to  her  engagement, 
the  United  States  were  exposed  to  a  heavy  claim 
on  the  part  of  the  bank,  under  pretence  of  damages, 
in  eatinhction  of  n^ch  that  institotion  seised  upon, 
and  still  retains,  an  equal  amount  of  the  public 
moneys.  Congrefls  was  in  session  when  the  decidon 
of  the  Chambers  reached  Waahicgton,  and  an  im- 
mediate communication  of  this  apparently  final 
decision  of  France  not  to  fulfil  the  Btipulationa  of 
the  treaty,  was  the  course  naturally  to  be  expected 
bom  the  President.  The  deep  tone  of  dissatisftc- 
tion  whidl  pervaded  the  pnbUo  mind,  and  the 
eorre^NHuUng  exdtoment  produced  in  Congress  by 
■only  a  geoerd  knowledge  of  the  result,  rendered  it 
more  &an  probable  that  a  resort  to  immediate 
measures  of  redress  wodd  be  the  consequence  of 
.calling  the  attention  of  that  body  to  the  subject. 
Sincerely  dednnu  of  preserving  tlw  padfic  rriaaons 
vUdi  had  so  long  wistod  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, I  was  anxious  to  avoid  this  course  if  I  could 
be  satisfied  that  by  ddng  so  neither  the  Interest 
mor  the  honor  of  my  country  wodd  be  compro- 
mitted.  Without  the  fullest  aasnrances  upon  that 
point,  I  could  not  hope  to  acquit  myself  of  the 
teapwidbility  to  be  incurred,  In  sufibring  Congress 
to  adjourn  without  laying  the  subject  before  uiem. 
"Iliose  received  by  me  were  believed  to  be  of  that 
diaracter. 

Tiiat  the  feelings  produced  in  the  United  States 
by  the  news  of  the  rejection  of  the  appropriation 
wodd  be  sneh  as  I  have  described  Ibwn  to  have 
■been,  was  ftreseoi  by  the  f^eneh  Ooreminent,  and 
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prompt  measnres  were  taken  by  it  to  prevent  the 
consequences.    The  King,  in  person,  expreaeed 
through  our  AQnistor  at  Paris  his  profoond  regrofe 
at  the  deddon  of  the  Chamben,  and  promieea  to 
send,  forthwith,  a  national  ship  with  deapatdiea  to 
his  iGnister  hero,  autboridng  him  to  ^ve  Btudk 
assurances  as  would  satisfy  tne  Oovemraent  and 
people  of  the  United  States  that  the  treaty  wonld 
yet  be  fitithfblly  executed  by  France.   The  nation^ 
ship  arrived,  and  the  Minister  received  his  Instrae- 
tiona,   Claiming  to  act  under  the  authority  derived 
ftmok  than,  be  gave  to  this  Govemnient  In 
name  of  his,  the  most  solemn  assnranoea,  that,  as 
soon  after  the  new  elections  as  the  charter  would 
permit,  tiie  French  Chambers  wodd  be  convened^ 
and  the  attempt  to  procure  the  necessary  appro- 
priations renewed ;  that  all  the  constitutional 
powm  of  the  King  and  his  Minlstws  shodd  be  pnt 
in  reqddtion  to  accomplish  the  djeet;  andhewaa 
understood  and  so  expressly  informed  by  this  Gov- 
ernment at  the  time,  to  engage  that  the  goeadon 
should  be  pressed  to  a  dedsion  at  a  period  snffi- 
cientiy  early  to  permit  information  of  the  resdt  to  be 
commnnic^d  to  Congren  at  the  commencement 
of  their  next  sesdon.   Relying  upon  these  assor- 
anoes,  I  incurred  the  respondbility,  great  as  I  re- 
garded it  to  be,  of  adwing  Congnaa  to  aspaiate 
without  oomnwnicating  with  them  npon  the  subject. 

The  expectations  Jnstiy  fonnded  upon  tiie  prom- 
ises thus  solemnly  made  to  this  Government  hj 
that  of  France,  were  not  realixed.  The  I^eh 
Chambers  met  on  the  Slstof  July,  1884,  soon  after 
the  dection ;  and  although  our  Xioister  in  Paris 
urged  the  I^noh  Hinlatry  to  bibig  the  sdfject 
beforo  them,  they  dedlned  ddng  so.  He  next 
indsted  that  the  Chambers,  if  prorogued  without 
acting  on  the  subject,  shodd  be  reassembled  at  a 
period  so  early  that  thdr  action  on  the  treaty 
might  be  known  in  Washington  prior  to  the  meet- 
ing of  Congress.  This  reasonable  request  was  not 
only  declined,  but  the  Chambers  were  prorogued  to 
the  29th  of  December,  a  day  so  late,  that  thdr 
deddon,  however  nrgeoUy  pressed,  could  not,  in 
all  probability,  be  obtdned  in  time  to  reach  Wash- 
ington before  the  necessary  a^onrnment  of  Con- 
gress by  the  constitution.  The  reasons  given  by 
the  Ministry  for  refViring  to  convoke  the  Chamben 
at  an  early  period,  wero  afterwards  shown  not  to 
be  Insupentble,  by  their  aetud  convocation  on  the 
1st  of  Deoember,  under  a  special  call,  for  domntle 
purposes — ^whloh  flust,  however,  did  not  bocome 
known  to  this  Government  until  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  last  session  of  Congress. 

Thus  Reappointed  in  our  Just  expectations,  it 
became  my  imperative  duty  to  consult  with  Con- 
gross  in  regud  to  the  expediency  of  a  resort  to 
retaliatory  measores,  in  case  the  stipdsticKia  of  the 
treaty  should  not  be  speedily  complied  with ;  and 
to  recommend  such  as,  ia  my  judgment,  the  oocawm 
called  for.  To  this  end,  an  unreserved  communi- 
cation of  the  case.  In  all  its  aspects,  became  indis- 
pensable. To  have  Bhmnk,  in  miaking  it,  from 
aayine  all  that  was  necessary  to  its  correct  under- 
standing, and  that  the  troth  wodd  justify,  for  fear 
of  giring  offence  to  others,  would  have  been  un- 
worthv  of  us.  To  have  gone,  on  the  other  hand, 
a  dngle  step  further,  for  tne  purpose  of  wounding 
the  pride  of  a  Government  and  peoide  with  whom 
we  had  so  many  motives  for  cultivating  relations  of 
amity  and  redprocd  advantage,  would  have  been 
unwise  and  improper.  Admonished  by  the  |Mt  of 
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the  difficult;  of  m&ki&g  even  the  simplest  statement 
of  our  wrongs,  without  disturbing  the  sensibilities 
of  those  who  b&d,  by  their  poutioo,  become  respon- 
nble  for  their  redress,  and  earnestly  deairoua  of 
preventing  further  obstacles  from  tost  source,  I 
wmt  oat  of  my  way  to  preclude  a  oonstrootion  of 
the  message,  by  which  the  recommendation  that 
was  made  to  Congress  might  be  regarded  as  a 
menace  to  France,  in  not  only  dtsaTowing  sach  a 
design,  but  in  declaring  that  ber  pride  and  her 
power  were  too  well  l^own  to  expect  any  thing 
nom  her  fears.  The  message  did  not  reaxm  Fans 
ontil  more  than  a  month  after  the  Chambers  had 
been  in  searioo ;  and  such  was  the  insenaiblUty  of 
the  Uiaistry  to  our  rightful  claims  and  just  expec- 
tations,  that  our  Minister  had  been  informed  that 
the  matter,  when  introdoeed,  would  not  be  pressed 
as  a  cabinet  measure. 

Although  the  message  was  not  offlclallT  commu- 
nicated to  the  French  Oovenuoent,  and  notwith- 
standing the  declaration  to  the  contrary  which  it 
contuned,  the  French  Ministry  decided  to  consider 
the  conditional  recommendation  of  reprisals,  a 
menace  and  an  insult,  which  the  honor  of  the 
nation  made  it  incumbent  on  them  to  reeent  The 
measures  resorted  to  by  them  to  evince  their  sense 
of  the  supposed  indignity,  were,  the  immediate 
recall  of  their  Hiidster  at  Washington,  the  offer  of 
paesports  to  the  American  Minister  at  Paris,  and  a 
public  notice  to  the  Legislative  Chambers,  ihaX  all 
diplomatic  interooorae  with  the  United  States  had 
been  suspended. 

Having,  In  this  manner,  vindicated  the  dignity 
of  France,  they  next  proceeded  to  illustrate  her 
justice.  To  this  end  a  bill  was  immediately  intro- 
duced into  the  Chamber  of  DepoUea,  proposiBg  to 
make  the  ai^ropriaUons  necessary  to  carry  into 
effect  the  treaty.  As  thU  bill  subsequently  passed 
into  a  hiw,  the  provisions  of  which  now  constitute 
the  main  subject  of  difficulty  between  the  two 
nations,  it  becomes  my  duty,  in  order  to  place  the 
subject  before  you  in  a  dear  light,  to  trace  the 
history  of  its  passage,  and  to  refer,  with  some  par- 
ticularity, to  the  proceedings  and  discnssions  in 
regard  to  it  The  Minister  of  finance,  in  his  open- 
ing speech,  alluded  to  the  measures  which  had  been 
adopted  to  resent  the  supposed  indignity,  and 
recommended  the  execution  of  the  treaty  ae  a 
measure  required  by  the  honor  and  justice  of 
France.  He,  as  the  organ  of  the  Ministry,  declared 
the  message,  so  long  as  it  had  not  received  the 
sanction  of  Congress,  a  mere  expression  of  the 
personal  Ofunion  of  the  President,  for  which  neither 
the  Government  nor  People  of  uie  United  States 
were  responsible,  and  that  an  engagement  had 
been  entered  into,  for  the  Mfilment  of  which  the 
honor  of  France  was  pledged.  Entertaining  these 
views,  the  single  condition  which  the  French  Min- 
istry proposed  to  annex  to  the  payment  of  the 
money  was,  that  it  should  not  be  made  until  it  was 
ascertdned  that  the  Government  of  the  United 
Bcates  had  done  nothing  to  injure  the  interests  of 
France ;  or,  in  other  words,  that  no  steps  had  been 
authorized  by  Congress  of  a  hostile  character 
towards  France. 

What  the  dispo^Uon  or  action  of  Congress  might 
be,  was  then  unknown  to  the  French  Cabinet  But, 
on  the  14th  of  January,  the  Senate  resolved  that  it 
was,  at  that  time,  inexpedient  to  adopt  any  legisla- 
tive measures  in  regard  to  the  state  of  ulairs 
between  the  United  States  and  France,  and  no 


action  on  the  subject  had  occurred  in  the  House  of 
Representatives.  These  iacts  were  known  in  Paris 
prior  to  the  28th  of  March,  1885,  when  the  com- 
mittee, to  whom  the  bill  ot  indemnification  had 
been  referred,  repeated  it  to  the  Chamber  of 
Deputies.  That  committee  snbetantlaUy  re-echoed 
the  sentiments  of  the  Ministry,  declared  that  Con- 
gress had  set  aside  the  proporition  of  the  President, 
and  recommended  the  passage  of  the  bill  without 
any  other  restriction  than  that  orij^nally  proposed. 
Thus  was  It  known  to  the  French  lUnistry  and 
Ohambars,  that  if  the  portion  assumed  by  them, 
and  vhkh  had  been  so  frequently  and  solemn!^ 
announced-  as  the  only  one  compatible  with  the 
honor  of  France,  was  maintained,  and  the  biU 
passed  as  originally  proposed,  Ae  money  would  be 
paid,  and  there  would  be  an  end  of  this  unfortunate 
controversy. 

But  this  cheering  prospect  wu  won  destroyed 
by  an  amendnwnt  bitrodoced  into  the  bill  at  the 
moment  of  its  passage,  providing  that  the  money 
should  not  be  paid  un^  the  French  Government 
had  received  satis&ctory  explanations  of  the  Pres- 
ident's message,  of  the  2d  December,  1884 ;  and 
what  is  still  more  extraordinary,  the  Frerident  of 
die  Council  of  Ministers  adopted  this  amendment, 
and  consented  to  its  incorporation  In  the  bilL  In 
regard  to  a  supposed  insult  which  bad  been  formally 
resented  by  the  recall  of  thdr  Minister,  and  th* 
offer  of  passports  to  oars,  they  now,  for  the  first 
time,  proposed  to  ask  explanations.  Sentimente 
and  proportions,  which  they  had  decUred  conld 
not  justiy  be  imputed  to  the  Government  or  people 
of  the  United  States,  are  set  up  as  obstacles  to  the 
performance  of  an  act  of  conceded  jostiee  to  that 
Government  and  people.  They  had  decUred  that 
the  honor  of  France  required  the  fulfilment  of  the 
engagement  into  which  the  King  bad  entered, 
unless  Congress  adopted  the  recommendations  of 
the  message.  They  ascertained  that  Congress  did 
not  adopt  them,  and  yet  that  fiilfilroent  is  refosed, 
unless  uiey  first  obtun  from  the  Frerident  explft- 
nationa  of  an  o(dnton  characterized  by  themselves 
as  personal  and  inoperative. 

The  conception  that  it  was  my  intention  to 
menace  or  insult  the  Government  of  France,  Is  as 
unfounded,  as  the  attempt  to  extort  from  the  fears 
of  that  nation  what  ber  sense  of  justice  may  deny, 
would  be  vain  and  ridutnlous.  But  t^e  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  ImpoiKM  on  the  President  the 
doty  of  laying  before  Congress  the  condition  of  the 
country,  io  its  foreign  ana  domestic  relations,  and 
of  recommending  such  measures  as  may,  in  his 
opinion,  be  required  by  its  interests.  From  the 
performance  of  this  duty  be  cannot  be  deterred  by 
the  fear  of  wounding  the  sen«biUties  of  the  peo{de 
or  Government  of  whom  it  may  become  necessary 
to  speak;  and  iha  American  people  are  mcapabia 
of  submitting  to  an  interference,  by  any  Govern- 
ment on  earth,  however  powerful,  with  the  free 
performance  of  the  domestic  duties  which  the  con- 
stitution has  imposed  on  their  public  functionaries. 
The  discnssions  which  intervene  between  the  sev- 
eral departments  of  our  Government  belong  to  our. 
selTBS ;  and,  for  any  thing  said  in  them,  our  publio 
servants  are  only  responsible  to  their  own  constit- 
uents, and  to  each  other.  If,  In  the  course  of  their 
consultations,  facts  are  erroneously  stated,  or  unjust 
deductions  are  made,  they  require  no  other  induce- 
ment to  correct  them,  however  informed  of  their 
error,  than  tb^  love  of  justice,  and  what  is  due  to 
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their  own  character ;  but  they  can  never  sabmit  to 
be  interrogated  upon  the  B^eet,  aa  a  matter  of 
light,  b;  afor^n  power.  'Woea  oar  diaeoarions 
temuDato  in  acta,  our  respondbOi^  to  foreign 
powers  commencea,  not  as  indiTiduals,  but  aa  a 
nation.  The  prindple  which  calls  in  question  the 
Freiddeot  for  the  language  of  his  message,  would 
equallj  justify  a  fordgn  power  in  demanding  ez- 
pUnation  of  the  langnase  used  in  the  report  of  a 
oommittee,  or  by  a  member  in  debate. 

TIuB  is  not  the  fliat  time  Uiat  the  Qoremment 
of  France  has  taken  ezceptioD  to  the  measagea  of 
American  Preffldents.  President  Washington,aud  the 
first  President  Adams,  in  the  performance  of  their 
duties  to  the  American  people,  fell  under  the  animad- 
Ternons  of  the  French  Directory.  The  objection 
taken  by  the  ICiniaby  of  Obarlea  Z.  and  remored 
by  the  ex[danationB  made  by  our  Ifinlster  npra  the 
Bpot,  has  already  been  adverted  to.  When  it  was 
understood  that  the  Knistry  of  the  present  Eing 
took  exception  to  my  message  of  last  year,  putting 
a  conatmction  lumn  it  which  was  disavowed  on  its 
face,  our  late  lui^ter  at  Paris,  in  answer  to  the 
note  wlueh  first  aunounced  a  diesatiafaction  with 
the  language  used  in  the  message,  made  a  commu- 
nication to  the  French  Government  under  date  of 
the  29th  of  Jannary,  1885,  oaleolated  to  remove  all 
impresaons  which  an  unreasonable  susceptibility 
had  created.  He  repeated,  and  called  the  attention 
of  the  French  Qovemmeat  to,  the  disavowal  con- 
tained  in  the  message  itseU^  of  any  intention  to  in- 
timidate by  menace— be  troly  decured  that  It  eon- 
tuned,  and  was  intended  to  cont^n,  no  charge  6f 
ill-faith  against  the  Eing  of  tiie  French,  and  prop- 
erly distinguished  between  the  ri^ht  to  complain  in 
nnexceptionable  terms,  of  the  omismon  to  execute 
an  a^emeot,  and  an  accusation  of  bad  motives 
in  withholding  such  execution — and  demonstrated, 
that  the  necessary  use  of  that  right  ought  not  to 
be  considered  as  an  offen^ve  imputation.  Although 
tbti  communication  was  made  without  Initmctions, 
and  entirely  on  the  Hinlster's  own  responsibility, 
yet  it  was  afterwards  made  the  act  of  this  Qovem- 
ment  by  my  fiill  approbation,  and  that  approbation 
was  offldalty  made  biown  on  the  Sfith  of  April,  1886, 
to  the  French  Govemmeat  It,  however,  fuled  to 
haveanyeO^  The  law,  after  this  Mendly  explana- 
tion, passed  with  the  ObDoidons  amendment,  support- 
ed by  the  Sng's  IGnistera,  and  was  finally  approved 
by  the  King. 

The  people  of  the  United  ^tes  are  Jnstly  attach- 
ed to  a  pacific  system  in  their  intercourse  with 
forogn  nations.  It  is  proper,  therefore,  that  they 
should  know  whether  thdr  Govemmeot  has  adhered 
to  It.  In  the  preaent  inatance  it  has  been  carried 
to  the  ntmost  extent  that  was  consistent  with  a  be- 
(xnning  self-respect.  The  note  of  the  29th  of  Jan- 
uary, to  which  I  have  before  alluded,  was  not  the 
only  one  which  our  Minister  took  upon  himself  the 
responsibility  of  presenting,  on  the  same  subject, 
ana  in  the  same  spirit.  Finding  that  It  was  Intend- 
ed to  make  the  payment  of  a  just  debt  dependent 
on  the  perfonoance  of  a  condition  which  he  knew 
oould  never  be  complied  with,  he  thought  it  a  du^  to 
make  another  attempt  to  convince  the  French  Gov- 
ernment, that  whilst  self-respect  and  a  regard  to 
the  dignity  of  other  nations  would  always  prevent 
us  from  unng  any  langu^e  that  ought  to  give  of- 
fence, yet  we  could  never  admit  a  right  in  any 
foreign  Oomnment  to  ask  explanations  of,  or  to 
intenere  in  any  manner  fn,  tbe  conunnDloatiooa 


which  one  branch  of  our  public  conndls  made  with 
another ;  that  in  the  present  case  no  such  language 
had  been  used,  and  that  tlus  bad  in  a  former  note 
been  fully  and  voluntarily  stated,  before  it  was  con- 
templated to  make  the  explanation  a  condition :  and 
that  there  might  be  no  misappTehenrion,  he  stated 
the  terms  used  in  that  note,  and  he  officially  inform- 
ed them  that  it  had  been  approved  by  the  Prerident; 
and  that,  therefore,  every  explanation  which  could 
reasonably  tie  asked, «  honorably  given,  had  been 
already  made — that  the  coirtemputed  measure  had 
been  anticipated  by  a  voluntary  and  friendly  decla- 
ration, and  was  th^efore  not  only  useless,  but  might 
be  deemed  offensive,  and  certainly  would  not  be 
complied  with,  if  annexed  as  a  conation. 

When  this  latter  communication,  to  which  I  nte* 
daily  invite  tlie  attention  of  CongresB,  was  lud  be- 
fore me,  I  entertained  the  hope  that  the  means  it 
was  obviously  Intended  to  afford,  of  an  honorable 
and  speedy  Myostment  of  the  difficulties  between 
tlie  two  nations,  would  hare  been  accepted,  and  I 
therefore  lUd  not  hesitate  to  give  it  my  sanction  and 
apinobation.  This  was  diie  to  tlw  Minister  wbo 
had  madeUmaelfrespondbleibrtiieaet;  anditwas 
pubfished  to  the  pe<^e  of  the  United  States,  and  is 
now  lud  before  their  representatives,  to  show  hov 
tu  their  Executive  has  gone  in  its  endeavors  to 
restore  a  good  understanding  between  the  two 
countries.  It  would  have  been,  at  any  time,  com- 
municated to  the  Government  of  France,  had  It 
been  officially  requested. 

The  French  GOTomment  faavfaig  received  all  the 
explanation  which  honor  and  {mnciple  permitted, 
and  which  could  In  reason  be  asked,  it  was  hoped  ft 
would  no  longer  hesitate  to  pay  the  instalments  now 
due.  The  agent  authorized  to  receive  the  money 
was  instructed  to  inform  the  French  Minister  of  his 
readiness  to  do  so.  In  reply  to  this  notice,  he  was 
told  that  the  money  could  not  then  be  pud,  because 
the  fimnalitiea  required  bT  the  act  of  uie  Chambers 
had  not  been  arrai^d. 

Not  having  received  any  offidal  communication 
of  the  intentions  of  the  French  Government,  and 
anxious  to  bring,  as  &r  aa  practicable,  this  un^eaa- 
ant  affair  to  a  uose  before  the  meeting  of  Congress, 
that  you  might  have  the  whole  subject  before  you, 
I  cauied  onr  Chargi  d'Affldres  at  Paris  to  he  In- 
structed to  ask  for  the  final  determination  of  the 
French  Government;  and  In  the  event  of  Uieir 
refusal  to  pay  the  instalmenta  now  due,  without 
further  expUnations,  to  return  to  the  United  States. 

The  result  of  this  last  application  has  not  yet 
reached  us,  but  is  d^ly  expected.  That  it  may  be 
favorable,  u  my  dncere  wish.  Ftanee  having  now, 
through  aU  the  branches  of  her  Government,  ao- 
knowledged  the  validity  of  our  claims,  and  the  obli- 
gation of  the  treaty  of  1631;  and  there  really  exist- 
ing no  adequate  cause  for  further  delay,  wHl,  at 
length,  it  may  be  hoped,  adopt  the  course  which 
the  interests  of  both  nations,  not  less  than  the  prin- 
dples  of  justice,  so  imperiou^y  require.  He  treaty 
being  once  executed  on  her  part,  little  wIH  remain 
to  disturb  the  friendly  relations  of  the  two  countries, 
nothing,  indeed,  which  will  not  yield  to  the  sn^es- 
tions  of  a  pacific  and  enlightened  policy,  and  to  the 
influence  of  that  mutual  good  will  and  of  those  gen- 
erous recollections,  whidi  we  may  confidentiy  ex- 
pect will  then  be  revived  in  all  their  ancient  force. 
In  aay  event,  however,  the  principle  Involved  in 
the  new  aspect  which  has  been  ^ventothe  contro* 
Ter^,  Is  ao  vitally  impwtaot  to  the  independent 
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sdmiiiiitratioB  of  the  GoTemment,  thftt  U  cao  nei- 
ther be  Borrendered  nor  eompronutted,  vithoat 
national  degra^ition.  I  hope  It  Is  nnnecesBaiy  for 
me  to  uy,  that  such  a  aacrifice  will  not  be  made 
throagb  aDT  agency  of  mine.  The  honor  of  my 
country  shall  nerer  be  staloed  by  an  apology  from 
me,  fDr  the  statement  of  truth  and  the  performance 
of  duty ;  Qor  can  I  rire  any  ezplanatioa  of  my  offi- 
dal  acts,  except  Buoa  as  !9  doe  tointegrity  andjns- 
tice,  and  conusteot  with  the  piinciides  on  which  our 
institutions  hare  been  framed.  This  determination 
will,  I  am  confident,  be  approved  by  my  constitu- 
ents. I  hare,  indeed,  atadied  their  character  to 
but  Ijttle  purpose,  if  the  sum  of  twenty-flve  millions 
of  francs  ^iU  hare  the  weight  of  a  feather,  In  the 
estimation  of  what  appertains  to  their  national  in- 
dependence ;  and  if,  unhappily,  a  Cerent  impres- 
alon  should  at  any  time  obt^  in  any  qnarter,  they 
will,  I  am  sure,  rally  round  the  Qoremment  of  their 
choice  with  alacrity  and  unanimity,  and  ritenee  for- 
ever the  degrading  imputation. 

Having  thus  fnuikly  presented  to  yon  the  circum- 
stances which,  since  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
have  occurred  in  this  interesting  and  important 
matter,  with  the  views  of  the  Executive  in  regard 
to  them,  it  is  at  this  time  only  necessary  to  add, 
that  whenever  the  advices,  now  daily  expected  from 
our  Charg6  d'Affitires,  shall  have  been  received,  they 
win  be  inada  the  aulfjeot  of  a  spedal  eommnnica- 
tlon. 

The  condition  of  the  Fablio  Finances  was  never 
more  flattering  than  at  the  present  period. 

ffinee  my  last  annual  communication,  all  the  re- 
mains of  the  Public  Debt  have  been  redeemed,  or 
money  has  been  placed  in  deposit  for  this  purpose, 
whenever  the  creditors  choose  to  receive  it  All 
the  other  pecuniary  engagemento  of  the  Govern- 
ment have  been  honorably  and  |»«mpdy  fulfilled, 
and  there  wQl  be  a  balance  m  the  Treasury,  at  the 
close  of  the  present  year,  of  about  nineteen  millions 
of  dollars.  It  is  believed,  that  after  meeting  all 
outstanding  and  unexpended  appropriations,  there 
will  remain  near  eleven  millions  to  be  applied  to 
any  new  objects  which  Congress  may  designate,  or 
to  the  more  rajrid  execution  of  the  works  already  in 
progress.  In  ud  of  these  ol^ects,  and  to  satisfy 
the  current  expenditures  of  the  ensuing  year,  it  is 
estimated  that  there  wQl  be  received,  from  vuioos 
sources,  twenty  milBons  more  in  1836. 

Should  Congress  make  new  appropriations,  in 
conformity  with  the  estimates  which  will  be  sub- 
mitted from  the  proper  departments,  amounting  to 
about  twenty-four  millions,  stiU  the  available  sur- 
plus at  the  close  of  the  next  year,  after  deducting 
all  unexpended  appropriations,  wOl  probably  be  not 
less  than  six  millions.  This  sam  can,  in  my  judg- 
ment, be  now  usefully  applied  to  proposed  im- 
provements in  our  Kavy  Yards,  and  to  new  national 
works,  which  are  not'enumemted  in  tiie  present  es- 
timates, or  to  the  more  rapid  completion  of  those 
already  begun.  Either  would  be  constitution^  and 
nsefiil,  and  would  render  unnecessary  any  attempt,  in 
our  present  pecuUar  condition,  to  divide  the  sur- 
plus revenue,  or  to  reduce  it  any  &ster  than  will  be 
effected  by  the  existing  laws.  In  any  event,  as  the 
annual  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
will  enter  into  details,  showing  the  probability  of 
some  decrease  In  the  revenue  dunn^  the  next 
seven  years,  and  a  very  con^derable  deduction  In 
1642,  it  is  not  recommended  that  CongroM  should 
undertake  to  modl^  the  ivesent  tariff,  so  as  to  dis- 
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tnrb  the  principles  on  which  the  compromise  act 
was  passed.  Taxation  on  some  of  the  article!  of 

general  consumption,  which  are  not  in  competition 
with  our  own  productions,  may  be,  no  doubt,  so 
dij]dnisfaed  as  to  lessen,  to  some  extent,  the  source 
of  fflis  revenue ;  and  the  same  object  con  also  be 
asdsted  by  more  liberal  provisions  for  the  subiecta 
of  publlo  defence,  which  in  the  present  state  of  our 
proqierity  and  wealth,  may  be  expected  to  enRu;e 
your  attention.  If,  however,  after  satisfying  all  the 
demands  which  can  arise  from  these  sources,  the 
unexpended  balance  in  the  Treasury  should  still 
continue  to  increase,  it  would  be  better  to  bear 
with  the  evil  until  the  great  changes  contemplated 
in  our  tariff  laws  have  occurred,  and  shall  enable  us 
to  revise  the  system  with  that  care  and  circumspec- 
tion which  are  due  to  so  delicate  and  important  a 
subject. 

ft  is  certiUnly  oor  duty  to  diminish,  as  far  as  we 
can,  the  burdens  of  taxation,  and  to  regard  all  the 
restrictions  which  are  imposed  on  the  trade  and  nav- 
igation of  our  citizens  as  evils,  which  we  shall  mit- 
igate whenever  we  are  not  prevented  by  the  ad- 
verso  legislation  and  poUoy  m  ftrdgn  nationa,  or 
those  primary  duties  wUdi  tile  defence  and  inde- 
pendence of  our  country  enjoin  upon  us.  That  we 
have  accomplished  much  towards  the  relief  of  our 
dtizena  by  the  changes  which  have  accompanied 
the  payment  of  the  public  debt,  and  the  adoption 
of  the  present  revenue  laws,  is  manifest  from  the 
fact  that,  compared  with  there  is  a  diminu- 
tion of  near  twenty-five  millions  in  the  last  two 
years,  and  that  our  ezpeotUtures,  independeotiy  of 
those  for  the  public  debt^  have  been  reduced  near 
nine  millione  during  the  same  period.  Let  us  trust, 
that  by  the  continued  observance  of  economy,  and 
by  harmonizing  the  great  interests  of  agriculture, 
manufactures,  and  commerce,  much  more  may  be 
accomplished  to  dimimsh  the  burdens  of  Govern- 
ment, and  to  increase  still  further  the  enterprise 
and  Uie  patriotic  afTection  of  aQ  classes  of  our  citi- 
zens, and  all  the  members  of  our  happy  Confeder- 
acy. As  the  data  which  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury will  lay  before  you,  in  regard  to  our  financial 
resources,  aro  ftiU  and  extended,  and  will  afford  a 
safe  guide  in  your  ftature  calculations,  I  think  it  un- 
necessary to  offer  any  further  observations  on  that 
subject  here. 

Among  tiie  evidences  of  the  increaring  prosperity 
of  the  country,  not  the  least  gratifying  is  that  af- 
forded by  the  receipts  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands,  which  amount  in  the  present  year,  to  the 
unexpectedsum  of  tll|000,000. — This  circumstance 
attests  the  rapi^ty  wiw  which  agriculture,  the  first 
and  most  important  occupation  of  man,  advuusea, 
and  contributes  to  the  wealth  and  power  of  our  ex- 
tended territory.  Being  stiU  of  the  opinion  that  it 
is  our  best  policy,  as  far  as  we  can,  consistently 
with  the  obli^tioDS  under  which  those  lands  were 
ceded  to  the  united  States,  to  promote  their  speedy 
settlement,  I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  th« 
present  Congress  to  the  suggestions  I  have  oll^d 
respecting  it  in  my  former  messages. 

The  extraordinary  receipts  from  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands  invite  you  to  consider  what  Improve- 
ments the  land  system,  and  particularly  the  condi- 
tion of  the  General  Land  Office,  may  require.  At 
the  time  this  institution  was  organized,  near  a  quar- 
ter of  a  century  ago,  it  would  probably  have  been 
thouf^t  extravagant  to  antici^nte,  for  tins  period, 
such  an  addition  to  its  butiness  as  nss  been  |»vdnced 
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by  the  TOSt  increase  of  thoee  sales  daring  the  past 
and  present  years.  It  may  also  be  observed  that, 
unce  the  years  1812,  the  land  offices  and  surveying 
districts  hare  been  greatly  mottiplied,  and  that  na- 
merous  legislative  enactments,  from  year  to  year, 
unce  that  time,  have  imposed  a  great  amouflt  of 
new  and  additional  duties  upon  that  office  ;  while 
the  want  of  a  timely  application  offeree,  commen- 
surate with  the  care  and  labor  required,  has  caused 
the  inoreasing  embarrassment  of  accomolated  ar- 
rears  in  the  diluent  branches  of  the  flstabUdunent. 

These  impedimeiits  to  the  expedition  of  mmh 
dntyinthe  General  Land  Office  indoce  me  to  8ul>- 
mit  to  your  judgment,  whether  some  modification 
of  the  laws  relating  to  its  organization,  or  an  organ- 
isation of  a  new  character,  be  not  called  for  at  the 
present  juncture,  to  enable  the  office  to  acc<»nplish 
all  the  ends  of  its  institution  with  a  greater  degree 
of  fiidllty  and  promptitude  than  experience  has 
nrored  to  be  practicable,  under  exisUng  regulations. 
The  variety  of  the  concerns,  and  the  magnitude  and 
complexity  of  the  details  occupying  and  dividing 
the  attention  of  the  Coouniasioner,  iqipear  to  render 
it  difficult,  if  not  impracticable,  for  that  officer,  b^ 
maj  poBttble  BSsiduity,  to  bestow  on  all  the  molti- 
&rious  subjects,  upon  which  he  is  called  to  act,  the 
ready,  and  careful  attention  due  to  their  respective 
importance ;  unless  the  Legislature  shall  assist  him 
by  a  law  providing,  or  enabling  him  to  provide,  for  a 
more  regular  and  economical  distribution  of  labor, 
with  the  inddent  responsibility,  among  those  em- 
ployed under  his  Erection.  The  mere  manual  oper- 
ation of  affixing  his  signature  to  the  vast  number 
of  documents  issuing  from  bis  office,  subtracts  so 
lar^ly  from  the  time  and  attention  clumed  by  the 
weighty  and  complicated  subjects  duly  accnmulatiag 
io  that  bratoch  of  the  pubUc  service,  as  to  indicate 
the  strong  necessity  of  revising  the  organic  law  of  the 
establishment.  It  will  be  easy  for  Congress,  here- 
after, to  proportion  the  expenditare  on  account  of 
this  branch  of  the  aerrioe  to  Us  real  wants,  by  abol- 
ishing, from  timeto  Ume,  the  offices  wliicb  can  be 
dispensed  with.  * 

The  extinction  of  the  Public  Debt  Iw'ing  taken 
^ace,  there  ia  no  longer  any  use  for  the  offices  of 
Commisdonen  of  Lowu  and  of  the  Sinking  Fund. 
I  recommend,  therefore,  that  they  be  abolished,  and 
that  proper  measures  be  taken  for  the  transfer,  to 
tbe  Treuury  Department,  of  any  funds,  books,  and 
papers,  connected  with  the  operations  of  those  offi* 
oes ;  and  that  the  proper  power  be  given  to  that 
Department  for  closing,  finally,  any  portion  of  their 
bunness  which  may  remain  to  be  settled. 

It  is  also  inoumbent  on  Congress,  in  guarding  the 

esooniary  intweits  of  Uia  eouDtry,  to  diseoDtmoei 
y  snoh  a  lav  as  was  passed  in  1813,  the  recdlpt  of 
the  bills  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  pay- 
ment of  the  public  revenue  ;  and  to  provide  for  the 
de^gnation  of  an  agent,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
take  charge  of  the  books  and  stock  of  the  United 
States  in  that  institution,  and  to  chwe  all  connection 
with  it,  after  the  Sd  of  March,  1886*  when  its  char- 
ter expires.  In  making  provUon  in  regard  to  the 
^position  of  this  stock,  it  will  be  essential  to  define 
eleariy  and  stricUy,  the  duties  and  powers  of  the 
officers  charged  with  that  branch  of  the  public  ser- 
vice. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  coirespoadence  which 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will  lay  before  you, 
that,  notwithstanding  the  large  amount  of  the  stock 
wUoh  the  XTDited  States  hold  in  that  institution,  no 
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iofonnatiOD  has  yet  been  communicated  wluch  will 
enable  the  Government  to  anticipate  when  it  can 
receive  any  dividends,  or  derive  any  benefit  from  it. 

Connected  with  the  condition  of  the  finances,  and 
the  flouriahing  state  of  the  country  in  all  its  brancfa« 
es  of  industry,  it  is  pleasing  to  witness  the  advao- 
tages  which  have  been  already  derived  from  the 
recent  laws  regulating  the  value  of  the  gold  ccunage. 
These  advantages  will  be  more  apparent  in  tlie  coarse 
of  the  next  year,  when  the  branch  mints  authorised 
to  be  established  in  North  Carolina,  Georgia,  and 
Louirfana,  shall  have  gone  into  <weration.  JJded, 
as  it  is  hoped  they  will  be,  by  further  reforms  in  the 
banking  systems  of  the  States,  and  by  judicious  reg- 
uiations^n  the  part  of  Congress,  in  relation  to 
custody  of  the  public  moneys,  it  may  be  confidently 
anticipated  that  the  use  of  gold  and  ulver,  as- a  cir- 
culating medium,  wlU  become  general  in  the  or^ 
nary  transactions,  connected  wnh  the  labor  of  the 
country.  The  graat  desideratum,  in  modem  times, 
is  an  efficient  ch^  upon  the  power  of  banks,  pre- 
venting that  excesrife  issue  of  paper  whence  arise 
those  fluctuations  in  the  standard  of  value,  which 
render  uncertun  the  rewards  of  labor.  It  was  sup- 
posed by  those  who  MtaUished  the  Bank  the 
united  States,  that  from  the  credit  given  to  it  by 
the  custody  of  the  public  moneys,  and  Other  privi- 
leges, and  the  precautions  taken  to  guard  against 
the  evils  which  the  country  had  eufi'ered  in  the  bank- 
ruptcy of  many  of  the  State  institutions  of  that 
period,  we  should  derive  from  that  institntion  all  the 
security  and  benefits  of  a  sound  carreocy,  and  every 
good  end  that  was  attiunable  under  that  proviuoa 
of  the  constitution  wUch  authorizes  Congress  alone 
to  coin  money  and  regulate  the  value  thereof.  But 
it  is  scarcely  necessary  now  to  say  that  these  anti- 
cipations have  not  been  reused.  Alter  the  exten- 
sive embarrassment  and  distress  recentiy  produced 
by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  from  which  the 
country  ia  now  recovering,  a^p«vated  as  they  were 
1^  pretensions  to  power  which  defied  the  poluio  au- 
th(mty,  and  whico,  if  acquiesced  in  by  the  pe<^tle, 
would  have  changed  the  whole  character  of  our 
Government,  every  candid  and  intelligent  individnal 
must  admit  tiiat,  for  the  attunment  of  the  great  ad- 
vantages of  a  sound  currency,  we  most  look  to  a 
course  of  ienslatira  radically  (Ufferent  from  that 
Thich  cteatel  snoh  an  institution. 

In  considering  the  means  of  obtiuning  so  impor- 
tant an  end,  we  must  set  a^de  all  calculations  of 
temporary  convenience,  and  be  infiucnced  by  those 
only  which  are  in  harmony  with  the  true  character 
and  the  permanent  interests  of  the  Republic.  We 
must  recur  to  first  principles,  and  see  what  it  ia  that 
has  {Mvented  the  legislation  of  Congress  and  the 
States,  on  the  aul^ect  of  currency,  from  satisfying 
the  pabllo  expectraon,  and  realising  results  corre- 
sponding to  those  which  have  attended  the  actitm 
of  our  system  when  truly  consistent  with  the  great 
principle  of  equality  upon  which  it  rests,  and  with 
that  sjurit  of  forb«iraQce  and  mutual  concession, 
and  generous  patriotism,  which  was  originally,  ana 
must  ever  continue  to  be,  the  vital  element  of  our 
Union. 

On  this  subject  I  am  sure  that  I  cannot  be  mis- 
taken, in  ascribing  our  wsnt  of  success  to  the  undue 
countenance  which  has  been  afibrded  to  the  spirit 
of  monopoly.  All  the  serious  dangers  which  our 
system  has  yet  encountered,  may  be  traced  to  the 
resort  to  implied  powers,  and  the  use  of  corporations 
clothed  with  privileges,  the  effect  of  which  is  to  ad- 
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ranee  the  tnterests  of  the  few  at  tbe  expense  of  the 
many.  We  haTe  felt  but  one  class  of  these  dangers 
exhibited  in  the  contest  vaoed  hj  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  agunst  the  GoTernment  for  the  laat 
fonr  jem.  Happily,  they  have  been  obviated  for 
the  present  by  tlie  in^gnant  reetetance  of  the  peo- 
ple; bnt  we  should  recollect  that  the  prindple 
whence  they  spmog  is  an  erer  acUve  one,  which 
will  not  fail  to  renew  Its  efforts  in  the  same  and  in 
other  forms,  so  long  aa  there  ia  hope  of  success, 
founded  either  on  the  inattention  of  the  people,  or 
g  the  treachery  of  their  represeutatiTes,  to  the  subtle 
progress  of  its  influence.  The  bank  la,  in  lact,  but 
one  of  the  fruits  of  a  system  at  war  with  the  geiuns  of 
all  our  institutions — a  system  finmded  upon  a  polid- 
cal  creed,  the  fhndamental  principle  of  vhieh  is  a 
distrust  of  the  popular  win  aa  a  safe  regulator  of 
political  power,  and  whose  great  ultimate  otfject, 
and  incTitable  result,  should  it  prev^  is  the  con- 
solidatlon  of  aQ  power  in  our  system  in  one  central 
Ooremment  LaTlsh  public  disbursementa,  and 
corporations  with  exclurive  pririleges,  would  be  its 
Bubctitates  fbrthe  original,  and,  as  yet,  sound  cheeks 
and  balances  of  tbe  constitutiou — die  means  by 
whose  silent  and  secret  operation  a  control  would 
be  exercised  by  the  few  orer  the  political  conduct 
of  the  many,  by  first  acquiring  that  control  over  the 
labor  and  earnings  of  the  great  body  of  the  people. 
Wherever  this  sprit  has  enected  ao  alliance  niOx 
political  power,  tyranny  aud  despotism  have  been 
the  froit.  If  it  is  ever  used  for  the  ends  of  govern- 
ment, it  has  to  be  incessantly  watched,  or  it  corrupts 
the  sources  of  the  public  virtue,  and  agitates  the 
country  with  questions  unfavorable  to  the  harmoni- 
008  and  steady  pursuit  of  its  true  interests. 

We  are  now  to  see  whether,  in  the  present  &Tor- 
able  condition  of  the  country,  ve  cannot  ttke  an 
effectual  stand  against  the  sjarit  of  monopoly,  and 
practically  prove,  in  respect  to  the  currency  as  well 
as  other  important  interests,  that  there  is  no  neces- . 
edty  for  8o  extensive  a  resort  to  it  aa  that  which  has 
been  heretofore  practised.  The  experience  of  an- 
other year  has  confirmed  the  utter  &llacy  of  the 
Idea  that  the  Bank  of  the  TTnited  Sttrtes  was  neces- 
sary aa  a  fiscal  agent  of  the  Government.  Without 
its  idd,  aa  such,  indeed,  in  desjrite  of  dl  Uie  emtMr* 
rassment  it  was  in  ita  power  to  create,  the  revenue 
has  been  pud  with  punctuality  by  our  citizena ;  the 
buanees  of  exchange,  both  foreign  and  domestic, 
has  been  eondncted  with  convenience,  and  the  circu- 
lating medium  has  been  greatly  improved.  By  tbe 
nse  of  the  State  banks,  wUeh  do  not  derive  their 
charters  ftom  the  General  Government,  and  are  not 
controlled  by  its  authority,  it  is  isontalned  that  tbe 
moneys  of  the  tJnited  States  can  be  collected  and 
disbttised  without  loss  or  inconvenience,  and  that 
all  the  wants  of  the  community,  in  relation  to  ex- 
change and  eorreney,  are  auppUed  as  wdl  as  they 
have  ever  been  before.  nnder  dreumstancea 
the  most  unfavorable  to  the  steadiness  of  tbe  money 
market,  it  haa  been  fonnd  that  the  condderatioua 
on  which  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  rested  Its 
claims  to  the  public  favor  were  imaginary  aud  ground- 
less, it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  experience  of 
the  future  will  be  more  deoirive  against  them. 

It  haa  been  seen,  that  irithont  the  agency  of  a  great 
moneyed  monopoly,  the  revenue  can  be  collected, 
and  convenieutiy  and  safely  applied  to  all  the  pur- 
poaea  of  the  public  expenditure.  It  is  also  ascer- 
tained that,  instead  of  bdng  necessarily  made  to 
promote  the  evils  of  an  onobecked  paper  system, 
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tbe  management  of  the  revenue  can  be  made  auxil- 
iary to  the  reform  whichthe  Legislatures  of  several 
of  the  States  have  already  commenced  in  regard  to 
the  suppresaion  of  small  bfila ;  and  which  has  only 
to  be  fostered  by  proper  regulations  on  the  part  ol 
Concrees  to  seenre  a  practical  retnm,  to  tbe  extent 
reqmred  for  tbe  security  of  the  currency,  to  tbe  con* 
stitntional  medium.  Severed  from  tbe  Government 
as  political  engines,  and  not  suaceptible  of  danger, 
oua  extendoQ  and  combination,  the  State  banks  will 
not  be  tempted,  nor  will  they  have  the  power  which 
we  have  seen  exenused,  to  divert  the  public  funds 
from  the  legitimate  purposes  of  the  Government. 
The  collection  and  custody  of  tbe  revenue  being, 
on  the  contrary,  a  source  of  credit  to  them,  will  in- 
crease the  security  which  the  States  provide  for  a 
faithful  execution  of  their  trusta,  by  multiplying 
the  scrutinies  to  which  their  operationa  and  ac- 
counts will  be  subjected.  Thns  disposed,  aa  w^ 
from  interest  aa  the  obligations  of  tiieir  charters, 
it  cannot  be  donbted  that  such  conditions  as  Con- 
grsss  may  sse  fit  to  tActpt  reqiecting  the  depoiiis 
in  these  butitutloDB,  with  a  view  to  the  gradual  disnse 
of  the  small  bills,  irill  be  cheerftdly  complied  with ; 
and  that  we  shall  soon  gain,  in  place  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  a  practice  reform  in  the  whole 
paper  system  of  the  country.  If,  by  this  policy,  we 
can  ultimately  witness  the  suppresrion  of  all  Innk 
bills  betow  twenty  dollars,  it  ia  apparent  that  gold 
and  diver  wHl  take  thdr  place,  and  become  the 
prindpal  circulating  medium  in  the  common  bosi* 
nesa  of  the  farmers  and  mechanics  of  the  country. 
The  attainment  of  such  a  result  will  form  an  era  m 
the  history  of  onr  country,  which  will  be  dwelt  upon 
with  delight  by  every  true  friend  of  its  liberty  and 
independence.  It  will  Hghten  tbe  great  tax  vhidi 
our  paper  system  has  so  l<mg  collected  from  the 
earning  of  labor,  and  do  more  to  revive  and  per- 
petuate thow  haUta  of  economy  and  aimpUt^u 
which  are  so  congenial  to  the  character  at  repnbli- 
cans,  than  all  the  legUatlon  which  has  yet  been 
attempted. 

To  thia  snl^ect  I  feel  that  I  cannot  too  eamestiy 
invito  tbe  especial  attention  of  Congress,  without 
the  flxerdse  of  whose  authority,  the  opportunity  to 
aeeomplish  so  much  public  good  must  pass  unim- 
proved. Deeply  impressed  with  its  vital  import- 
ance, the  Executive  has  taken  aU  the  atepa  within 
hia  conatitutional  power,  to  guard  the  public  reve- 
nue, and  defeat  the  expectation  which  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  indulged,  of  renewing  and  perpet- 
uating its  monopoly,  on  ths  gromid  of  Us  neeesnty 
as  a  meal  agent,  and  as  allbrmng  a  sounder  currency 
than  could  be  obtdned  without  such  an  institution. 
In  the  performance  of  this  duty  much  reapondbility 
waa  incurred  which  would  have  been  gladly  avoided^ 
if  the  stake  which  the  public  had  in  tbe  question 
could  have  been  otherwise  preserved,  iithough 
clothed  with  the  legal  anthonty,  and  smported  by 
precedent,  X  was  aware  that  uiere  was,  in  tbe  aet 
of  the  removal  of  the  depodts,  a  liability  to  exdta 
that  sendtivenessto  Executive  power  which  it  is  the 
characteristic  and  the  dnty  of  fteemen  to  indulge ; 
but  I  relied  on  this  feeling,  also,  directed  by  petrwt- 
ism  and  intelligence,  to  vindicato  the  conduct  which, 
in  the  end,  wonld  wpear  to  have  been  called  fbr  by 
tbe  best  interests  of  my  oountiir.  The  tpprebmh 
uons  natural  to  this  feeling,  that  there  may  have  beui 
a  desire,  through  theiostrnment^y  of  that  measure, 
to  extend  toe  Ezeootive  influence,  or  toat  it  may 
have  been  pnmpted  bf  motives  not  sufBdutly  free 
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from  amUtion,  were  not  OTeriooked.  Under  the 
operation  of  our  iostitutiooB,  the  public  eervant  -who 
is  called  oa  to  take  a  step  of  high  responsibility, 
should  feel  In  the  freedom  which  gives  rise  to  such 
appreheo^ODS,  his  highest  aecurity.  When  nn- 
foonded,  the  attention  whioh  they  arouse,  and  the 
disciuaioits  they  excite,  deprire  those  who  bdulge 
them,  of  the  power  to  do  harm :  when  just,  they  but 
hasten  the  certainty  with  which  the  great  body  of 
our  citizens  never  {ai\  to  repel  an  attempt  to  procure 
their  sanctioa  to  any  exercise  of  power  inconsistent 
with  the  jealous  malDtenance  of  their  rights.  Under 
such  convictioDS,  and  entertidoitig  no  donbt  that 
my  consdttttionu  obUntiona  demanded  the  steps 
which  were  udcen  in  reiereace  to  the  remoTal  of  the 
deposits,  tt  was  imposdble  for  me  to  be  deterred 
from  the  path  of  duty,  by  a  fear  that  my  motives 
could  be  mi^udged,  or  that  political  pr^u^ces  could 
defeat  the  just  consideration  of  the  meiits  of  my 
conduct.  The  result  has  shown  how  safe  Is  this  re- 
Uance  upon  the  patriotio  temper  and  enliffhteoed 
diBeemment  of  the  people.  That  measure  £aa  now 
been  b^rd  tiiem,  and  has  stood  the  test  of  all  tiie 
severe  analysis  which  its  general  Importance,  the 
interests  it  affected,  and  the  apprehensions  it  ex- 
cited,  were  calculated  to  prodace :  and  it  now  re- 
mains for  Congress  to  consider  what  I^islatton  has 
become  necessatr  In  ooosequence. 

I  need  only  add  to  what  I  have,  on  former  occa- 
sions, said  on  tUs  subject  genetaUj,  that  in  the  reg- 
ulations which  Congress  may  prescribe  respecting 
the  custodj  of  the  pablio  moneys,  it  Is  dmrable 
that  as  littib  discretion  as  may  be  deemed  consistent 
wiUi  their  safe  keeping  should  be  given  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive agents.  No  one  can  be  more  deeply  Im- 
pressed than  I  am  with  the  soundness  of  the  doctrine 
wUcb  restrains  and  limits,  by  specific  provisions, 
Bxecotive  dlscretiim,  as  br  as  H  can  he  done  con- 
sistently with  the  preservation  of  its  constitutional 
character.  In  respect  to  the  control  over  the  pub- 
lic money,  this  doctrine  is  peculiarly  applicable,  and 
is  in  harmony  with  the  great  princuple  which  I  felt 
I  was  sustaining  in  the  controversy  with  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States;  which  has  reenlted  in  sever- 
ing, to  some  extent,  a  dangerous  connection  between 
a  moneyed  and  pohUcal  power.  Tbe  duty  of  the 
legislature  to  defiue,  by  clear  and  podtive  enact- 
ment, the  nature  and  extent  of  the  action  which  It 
belongs  to  the  Executive  to  supcriutead,  springs 
out  of  a  policy  analogous  to  that  wluch  enjoins  upon 
all  the  branches  of  the  Federal  Government  an  absti- 
nence from  the  exercise  of  powers  not  deariy  grant- 
ed, la  snch  a  Oovemmeot,  possessing  only  I&uted 
■od  BDwaAc  powers,  the  s[drit  of  its  genenU  admin- 
istration cannot  be  wise  or  just,  when  it  opposes  the 
reference  of  aU  doubtfiil  points  to  the  great  source 
of  authority,  the  States  and  the  people,  whose  num- 
ber and  ^versified  relations,  securing  them  against 
tbe  influences  and  flxdtements  which  may  mislead 
th^  agents,  make  them  the  safest  depository  of 
power.  In  its  application  to  the  Executive,  with 
referanee  to  tiic  Legislative  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment, the  same  rule  of  action  should  make  the  Presi- 
dent ever  anxious  to  avoid  the  exercise  of  any  dis- 
cretionary authority,  which  can  be  regulated  by 
Congress.  The  Uasei  vhleb  may  operate  npon  Um 
wffl  not  be  so  likely  to  extend  to  the  represents* 
tives  of  the  people  in  that  body. 

la  my  former  messages  to  Congress  I  have  re- 
peatedly urged  the  proi^e^  of  Imsening  the  dis> 
cretiooary  authoriQ^  lodged  in  the  various  Depart- 


menis,  but  it  baa  prodoeed  no  effisot  as  yet,  ex- 
cept uie  discontionanoe  of  extra  aUowancea  in 
tbe  Army  and  Navy,  and  the  substitution  of  fixed 
salaries  in  the  latter.  It  is  believed  that  the  same 
prindples  could  be  advantageoosly  aj^died,  in  all 
cases,  and  would  promote  the  effldsDcy  and  scm- 
omy  of  the  puMic  service,  at  the  same  time  thftt 
greater  satisuotion  and  more  equal  justice  would  he 
secured  to  the  public  officeia  generally. 

The  accompanying  Beport  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  will  put  you  in  possession  of  the  operations  of 
the  Department  confided  to  his  care,  in  all  its  diver* 
rifled  relations,  dnrins  tbe  past  year. 

I  am  gratified  In  bdng  able  to  inform  you  that  no 
occurrence  has  required  any  movement  of  the  mili- 
tary force,  except  such  as  is  common  to  a  state  o€ 
peace.  The  services  of  the  amj  have  been  limited 
to  their  usual  duties  at  the  vanous  garrisons  upon 
the  Atlantic  and  inland  frontier,  with  the  exceptions 
stated  by  the  Secretary  of  War.  Our  small  military 
estabtishmest  appears  to  be  adequate  to  the  pur* 
poses  for  which  it  is  maintained,  imd  tt  forms  a  nu- 
cleus around  whioh  any  additional  force  may  be 
collected,  should  the  puhuc  exi^n<ues  unfortunately 
require  any  increase  of  our  mihtary  means. 

The  various  acts  of  Congress  which  have  been 
recently  passed  in  relation  to  the  army,  have  im- 
proved its  condition,  and  have  rendered  Its  orgaoi- 
zation  more  useful  and  efli(»ent.  It  is  at  all  times 
in  a  state  for  prompt  and  vigorous  action,  and  it  eon* 
t^ns  within  itself  the  power  of  extenaon  to  any 
useful  limit ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  it  preserves 
that  knowledge,  both  theoretical  and  practical, 
which  education  and  experience  alone  can  give; 
and  which,  if  not  acquired  and  preserved  in  tieie  oi 
peace,  most  be  sought  under  great  disadvantages 
in  time  aC  war. 

The  duties  of  the  Engineer  Corps  pre«  heavQy 
upon  that  branch  of  the  service ;  and  the  pnbUc  in- 
terest requires  an  addition  to  its  strength.  The 
nature  of  the  works  in  which  the  officers  are  en- 
gaged, render  necessary  professional  knowledge 
and  experience,  and  there  is  no  economy  in  commit- 
ting to  them  mtjm  duties  than  they  can  perform,  or 
in  asrigning  these  to  other  persona  temporarily  em- 
ployed, and  too  often,  of  necesdty,  wiUiout  idl  the 
qualifications  wUch  such  service  demands.  I  re- 
commend this  sutiject  to  your  attention,  and  also 
the  proposition  submitted  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, and  now  renewed,  for  a  re-orgai^zation  of 
the  Topographical  Corps.  This  re-organisation  can 
be  efleoted  without  any  addition  to  the  present 
expenditure,  and  with  modi  advantage  to  the  pub- 
lic service.  The  branch  of  duties  wwch  devMTSS 
upon  these  officers  Is  at  all  times  interesting  to  the 
community,  and  the  information  Aimished  by  them 
is  useful  in  peace  and  in  war. 

Uuob  toss  and  inconvenience  have  been  experi- 
enced in  consequence  of  the  hOan  of  the  MU  oon* 
tuning  the  ordinary  appropriations  for  fortifleations, 
which  passed  one  branch  of  the  National  Legisla- 
ture at  the  last  sesrion,  but  was  lost  in  the  other. 
This  future  was  the  more  regretted,  not  only  be- 
cause it  necessarily  interrupted  and  delayed  the 

{)rogress  of  a  system  of  natioul  defence,  pr^ected 
mmediately  after  the  last  war,  and  rinoe  steadily 
pursued,  but  also  because  it  contdued  a  contingent 
^)propriaUon  hiserted  in  accordance  with  the  views 
of  the  Executive  in  aid  of  this  important  otfject, 
and  other  branches  of  the  national  defence,  some 
portions  of  wUeh  might  have  besn  most  usafiil^ 
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applied  during  the  past  aeaaon,  I  invite  ;oar  early 
atUntioB  to  t£at  part  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  which  relates  to  this  aubiect,  and  recom- 
mend an  approiniatlon  suffldentiy  Uberal  to  acceler- 
ate the  annament  of  the  fortifications,  agreeably 
to  the  propOBition  submitted  by  him,  and  to  place 
our  whole  Atlantic  seaboard  in  a  complete  state  of 
defence.  A  just  regard  to  the  permanent  interests 
of  the  country  evidently  requires  this  measure,  but 
there  are  also  other  reasons  which,  at  the  present 

i'nncture,  give  it  peculiar  force,  and  make  it  my 
Qty  to  oaU  to  the  nibject  your  special  conddera- 
■  tion. 

The  present  system  of  iniitary  Education  has 
been  in  operation  safficlently  long  to  test  its  osefnl- 
neas,  and  it  has  given  to  the  army  a  valoable  body 
of  oSScenu  It.  is  not  alone  in  the  improvement, 
discii^ne,  and  operation  of  the  troops,  that  these 
officers  are  employed.  They  are  also  eztendvely 
engaged  in  the  administratire  and  fiscal  concena 
of  the  various  matters  coDflded  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment ;  In  the  execution  of  the  staff  duties,  usually 
appertaining  to  military  orgaiuzatiou ;  in  the  re- 
moval of  the  Indians,  and  in  the  disbarsements  of 
the  various  expenditures  growing  out  of  our  Indian 
relattons;  In  the  fbrmation  of  roads  and  ta  the  im- 
provement of  harbors  and  rivers  ;  in  the  constmc- 
don  of  fivtifications,  in  the  fabrication  of  much  of 
the  matarid  required  for  the  public  defence ;  and 
bi  the  preservation,  distribution,  and  accoontability 
of  the  whole ;  and  in  other  miscellaoeoas  duties, 
not  admitting  of  classification. 

These  diverrifled  functions  embrace  very  heavy 
expenditure  of  public  money,  and  require  flddity, 
science,  and  bu^ees  habits  &  their  execution ;  and 
a  system  which  shall  secure  these  qualifications  is 
demanded  hy  tlie  public  interest.  That  this  o^'ect 
has  be«i,  in  a  great  measure,  obtained  by  the  Hih- 
taty  Academy,  is  shown  by  the  state  of  the  service, 
and  by  the  prompt  aceonutability  which  has  gener- 
ally followed  the  necessary  advances.  lAke  dl 
other  political  systems,  the  present  mode  of  military 
education,  no  doubt,  had  its  imperfections,  both  of 
principle  and  practice ;  liut  I  trost  these  con  be  un- 
proved by  rigid  inspections,  and  by  legislative  sera- 
tiny,  without  destroying  the  institution  itself. 

Occurrences,  to  which  we  as  well  as  all  other 
nations  are  liable,  boUi  in  our  internal  and  external 
reladoni,  ptnnt  to  the  neces^ty  of  an  effldent  or- 
Midsation  of  dw  WHtia.  I  am  again  induced,  hy 
the  importance  of  the  sul^ect,  to  bring  it  to  your 
attention.  To  suppress  domestic  violence,  and  to 
repel  foreign  invasion,  should  these  calamities  over- 
take us,  we  must  rely^  in  the  first  instance,  upon 
the  great  body  of  the  community,  whose  will  has 
instituted,  and  whose  power  must  support  the  Gov- 
ernment. A  large  standing  military  force  is  not 
consonant  to  the  efurit  of  our  institutions,  nor  to 
the  feelings  of  our  countrymen ;  and  the  lessons  of 
former  days,  and  those  also  of  our  own  times,  show 
the  danger,  as  well  as  the  enormous  expense,  of 
these  permanent  and  extensive  military  organiza- 
tions. That  just  medium  wlddi  vrMa  an  inade- 
quate preparraon  on  one  hand,  and  the  danger  and 
^  expense  of  a  large  force  on  the  other,  is  wnM  our 
constituents  have  a  right  to  expect  from  their  Gov- 
ernment. This  otgeet  can  be  attained  only  by  the 
maintenance  of  a  small  military  force,  and  by  such 
an  orgauzation  of  the  physical  strength  of  the 
country  as  may  bring  tbis  power  into  operation, 
idMnererltSflenieesarereqiUrad,  AoIaedflcMion 
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of  the  population  offers  the  most  obvious  means  of 
effecting  this  organization.  Such  a  division  may 
be  made  as  will  be  just  to  all,  by  transferring  each, 
at  a  proper  period  of  life,  from  one  class  to  another, 
and  by  calling  first  for  the  services  of  that  class, 
whether  for  instruction  or  action,  which,  from  agOi 
is  qualified  for  the  duty,  and  may  be  called  to  per- 
form it  with  least  imury  to  themselves,  or  to  Uie 
public.  Should  the  danger  ever  become  so  immi- 
nent as  to  require  additional  force,  the  otiier  classes 
in  succession  would  be  ready  for  the  call.  And 
in  addition  to  this  orguiintion.  vt^nntaty  assod- 
ationa  wtfe  encouraged,  and  iudneemsnts  held  out 
for  th^  fonnatioQ,  our  militia  would  be  in  a  state 
of  effldent  service.  Now,  when  we  are  at  peace, 
is  the  proper  time  to  digest  and  establish  a  practi- 
cable system.  The  object  is  certiiinly  worth  the 
experiment,  and  worth  the  expense.  Ko  one  ap- 
predating  the  blessings  of  a  republloaa  govern* 
ment,  can  object  to  his  share  of  ttte  burden  vblch 
such  a  plan  may  impose.  Indeed,  a  moderate  por- 
tion of  the  national  fhuds  could  scarcely  be  better 
applied  than  in  carrying  iuto  effect  and  continuing 
snch  an  arrangement,  and  in  jiving  the  necessary 
elementaiT  iiu  true  tion.  We  are  happily  at  peace 
with  all  ttie  world.  A  sincere  deeire  to  continue 
BO,  and  a  fixed  determination  to  give  no  just  cause 
of  offence  to  other  nations,  fumisb,  unfortunately, 
no  certain  grounds  of  expectation  that  this  relation 
will  be  uninterrupted.  With  this  determination  to 
give  no  offence  is  associated  a  resolution,  equally 
dedded,  tamely  to  submit  to  none.  Ttte  armor 
and  the  attitude  of  defence  afford  the  best  security 
against  those  ctdlidons  which  the  amUtlou,  or  in- 
terest, or  some  other  passion  of  nations,  not  more 
justifiable,  Is  liable  to  produce.  In  many  counUries, 
it  is  considered  unsafe  to  put  arms  into  the  liands 
of  the  people,  and  to  instruct  them  in  the  elements 
of  military  knowledge.  That  fear  can  have  no 
place  here,  when  it  Is  recdlected  that  the  people 
are  the  sovereign  power.  Our  Government  was 
instituted,  and  is  B^>ported,  by  the  ballot-box,  not 
by  the  musket.  WluteTer  changes  await  it,  stiU 
greater  changes  must  be  made  in  our  social  insti- 
tutions, before  our  pc^tical  system  can  yield  to 
physical  force.  In  every  aspect,  therefore,  In 
which  I  can  view  the  subject,  I  am  impressed  with 
the  importance  of  a  prompt  and  efficient  org&niza- 
tion  of  the  militia. 

The  plan  of  remo^g  the  Aboriginal  people  who 
yet  remain  within  the  settled  portions  of  the  United 
States,  to  the  country  west  of  the  Mississippi  lUver, 
approaches  its  consummation.  It  was  adopted  on 
the  most  mature  consideration  of  the  conmtion  of 
this  race,  and  ought  to  be  persisted  in  till  the  object 
is  accomplished,  and  prosecuted  with  as  mudi 
vigor  as  a  just  regard  to  their  drcumstanoee  wHI 
permit,  and  as  fast  as  their  consent  can  be  obtuned. 
All  preceding  experiments  for  the  improvement  of 
the  Indians  have  failed.  It  seems  now  to  be  on 
established  fkct,  that  they  cannot  live  in  contact 
with  a  civiHzed  community  and  prosper.  Ages  of 
fruitless  endeavors,  have  at  len^  brought  us  to  a 
knowledge  of  this  principle  of  mtercommuuiotUon 
with  tiiem.  The  past  we  cannot  recall,  but  the 
fbture  we  can  provide  for.  Independently  of  the 
treaty  stipulations,  into  which  we  have  entered  with 
the  various  tribes,  for  the  usufructuary  rights  they 
have  ceded  to  us,  no  one  can  doubt  the  moral  duty 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  protect, 
and,  If  possible,  to  preserve  and  perpetuate  the 

Digitized  by  GooQle 


698 


ABBIDOHSNT  OF  THE 


eoattered  remnants  of  thia  nee,  which  are  left 
within  our  borders.  Id  the  discharge  of  this  datj, 
an  extenaiTe  region  in  the  West  hag  been  asdgned 
for  th^r  penoanent  reeidenoe.  It  has  been  dinded 
Into  distnctfl,  and  allotted  among  them.  Tlanj 
have  already  remored,  and  others  are  preparing  to 

go ;  and  with  the  exception  of  two  smaJl  bands, 
rii^  in  Ohio  and  Indiana,  not  exceeding  fifteen 
hnnwed  persona,  and  of  the  Cherokees,  all  the 
tribes  on.  Ae  Mat  ride  of  the  mwiirippi,  and  ex- 
ten^ng  from  Lake  IGchlgan  to  Flonda,  faaTe 
entered  into  engagements  which  will  lead  to  thdr' 
transplantation. 

The  plan  for  thehr  remoTal  and  re-establishment 
Is  founded  upon  the  knowledge  we  have  gained  of 
their  cliaracter  and  habits,  and  has  been  dictated 
1^  a  sfdrit  of  eola^d  liberaUtjr.  A  territory  ex- 
ceeding in  extent  tiut  rellnqnished,  has  been 
granted  to  each  tribe.  Of  its  climate,  fertility,  and 
capadty  to  support  an  Indian  population,  the 
represeutaUons  are  highly  &rorabie.  To  these 
districts  the  Indians  are  removed  at  the  expense  of 
tiie  United  States;  and,  with  certain  supplies  of 
clothing,  anns,  ammonlUon,  and  oAerlndispienaable 
articles,  they  are  also  fornished  gratoitoady  wiOk 
pravLdooa  nir  the  period  of  a  ye»r  after  their 
arrival  at  their  new  homes.  In  that  time,  from  the 
nature  of  the  country,  and  of  the  products  rused 
by  them,  they  can  subsist  themselves  by  agricul- 
tural labor,  if  they  choose  to  resort  to  that  mode 
of  life ;  if  they  do  not,  they  are  npon  the  skirts  of 
the  great  prairies,  whne  countless  herds  of  buffklo 
roam,  and  a  Aort  time  snflBees  to  adapt  th^r  own 
habits  to  the  changes  which  a  change  of  the  ani- 
mals deaUned  for  their  food  may  require.  Ample 
arrangements  have  ^so  been  made  for  the  support 
of  schools,  in  some  instances  council  houses  and 
churches  are  to  be  erected,  dwellings  oonstructed 
for  the  cbie&,  and  uUls  for  common  use.  Fnnds 
have  been  set  apart  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
poor;  the  moat  necessary  mechanical  arts  have 
bew  introduced,  and  blacksmiths,  gunsmiths, 
vbeelwrighta,  mUlwrighta,  Jko.,  are  supported 
among  them.  Steel  and  iron,  and  aometimes  salt, 
are  purchased  for  them;  and  ploughs,  and  other 
fkmung  utensils,  domesdo  animals,  looms,  si^nnlng 
wiieeb,  sards,  Ae.,  are  presented  to  them.  And 
berides  these  beneficial  arrangements,  annuities 
are,  in  alt  cases  paid,  amounUng,  in  some  instances, 
to  more  than  thirty  dollais  for  each  indlvidoal  of 
the  tribe,  and  in  all  cases  sufficiently  great,  if  Justly 
divided  and  prudentiy  expended,  to  enable  them, 
in  ad(Ution  to  their  own  exertions,  to  live  comfort- 
ably. And,  as  a  atimulus  for  exertion,  it  is  now 
provided  by  law,  that  "in  all  cases  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  interpreters,  or  other  persons  employed 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians,  a  preference  shall  be 
dven  to  persons  of  Indian  desoent,  if  such  can  be 
found  who  are  properij  qoalifled  fbr  the  discharge 
of  the  duties." 

Such  are  the  arrangements  for  the  phyucal  com- 
fort, and  for  the  moral  improvement  of  the  Indians. 
The  necessary  measnrra  for  their  potitloal  advance- 
ment, and  for  their  aeparation  from  oar  eitiieUf 
have  not  been  neglected.  The  pledge  of  the 
United  States  has  been  given  by  Congress,  that  the 
country  desUned  for  the  residence  of  this  people, 
shall  be  forever  "  secared  and  guaranteed  to  them." 
A  country,  west  of  Kissouri  and  Arkansas,  has 
been  asrigned  to  them,  into  which  the  wUte  setOe- 
ments  are  not  to  lie  pushed.  Ko  poHUeal  commn- 


nities  can  be  formed  in  that  extensive  region, 
except  those  which  are  established  by  the  Indians 
themselves,  or  by  the  United  States  for  them,  and 
with  their  concurrence.  A  barrier  has  thus  been 
raised  for  their  protection  agdnst  the  encroach- 
ments of  our  citizens,  and  guuxUng  the  Indiana,  as 
fur  as  possible,  from  tiioae  enls  which  have  broos^t 
them  to  their  present  conation.  Summary  authmty 
has  been  given,  by  law,  to  destroy  all  ardent  ajnrits 
(bund  in  ucir  ootmtry,  withoot  widtlnc  the  dotditftd 
result  and  slow  process  a  legal  smure.  I  eon- 
iddertbe  absolute  and  unconditional  InterAotion  ot 
this  arUcIe,  among  those  people,  as  the  first  and 
great  step  in  their  melioration.  Half- way  measures 
will  answer  no  purpose.  These  cannot  sncceasfolly 
contend  against  the  cufddity  of  the  seller,  and  the 
overpowering  appetite  of  the  bnyer.  And  the 
destroetlve  eflwta  of  the  trafflo  are  marted  fai 
every  page  of  the  history  of  our  Indian  intercourse. 

Some  general  l^islation  seems  necessary  for  the 
regulation  of  the  relations  which  will  exist  in  this 
new  state  of  things  between  the  Government  and 
of  the  United  States,  and  these  tran^lanted 
tribes ;  and  for  the  estabUahment  ama^ 
the  latter,  and  with  thdr  own  consent,  of  eome 
principles  of  intercommunicatioD,  wUch  their  jnxta- 

r'tion  will  call  for ;  that  moral  may  be  substituted 
physical  force;  the  authority  of  a  few  and 
sample  laws,  for  the  tomahawk ;  and  that  an  end 
may  be  put  to  those  bloody  wars,  whose  proseeutioa 
seems  to  have  made  a  part  of  their  social  system. 

After  the  fiirther  details  of  this  arrangement  are 
comideted,  -with  a  very  general  snpernrioa  over 
them,  they  onriit  to  be  left  to  the  progress  of 
events.  These,  J  indulge  the  hope,  will  secure  thrir 
prosperity  and  improvement ;  and  a  large  portion 
of  the  moral  debt  we  owe  them  will  then  be  paid. 

The  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  N^avy, 
showing  the  condition  of  that  branch  of  the  public 
service,  Is  recommended  to  your  wpt^iMX  attention. 
It  appears  froia  it,  that  our  naval  fbrce  at  i^es^ 
in  commisdon,  with  all  the  aotinty  which  can  be 
^ven  to  it,  is  inadequate  to  the  protection  of  our 
rapidly  increa^g  commerce.  This  eon^eratioo, 
and  the  more  general  one  which  regards  this  arm 
of  the  naUonal  delence  as  our  best  security  against 
foreign  aggreesionB,  strongly  urge  tbe  eondnuanoe 
of  the  measures  which  promote  ns  gradual  enleve- 
ment, and  a  speedy  increase  of  the  force  which  baa 
been  heretofore  employed  abroad  and  at  home. 
You  will  perceive  from  the  estimates  which  appear 
in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  that 
the  expenditures  necessary  to  this  increase  of  its 
force,  though  of  considerable  amount,  are  small 
compared  with  the  ben^ts  which  they  will  secure 
to  tbe  country. 

As  a  means  of  strengtheidng  tUs  national  arm,  I 
also  recommend  to  your  particular  attention  the 
propriety  of  the  suggestion  which  attracted  the 
consideration  of  Congress  at  its  last  sesson,  respect- 
ing the  enlistment  of  boys  at  a  suitable  age  in  the 
service.  In  this  manner  a  nursery  of  skilful  and 
able-bodied  seamen  can  be  established,  which  will 
be  of  the  greatest  Importanee.  Next  to  the  ea* 
padty  to  put  afioat  and  arm  the  requisite  number 
of  ships,  is  tbe  possesion  of  the  means  to  man 
them  efficiently ;  and  nothing  seems  better  calcu- 
lated to  aid  this  object  than  ue  measure  proposed. 
As  an  auxiliary  to  uie  advantages  derived  from  onr 
extensive  oommerdal  marine,  it  would  fbrnish  m 
whh  a  resource  ample  enough  for  tH  tbe  exlgen- 
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eia  which  cao  be  uitjcipated.  ConaideriDg  the 
state  of  our  reaources,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that 
nhatarer  provision  the  liberaUt;  and  wisdoin  of 
Congren  may  now  adopt,  with  a  view  to  the  per- 
fect orgaoizatioa  of  this  branch  of  our  servioe,  will 
meet  £e  approbation  of  all  daases  of  oar  citiseuB. 

By  the  report  of  the  Postmaster  General,  it  ap- 
peam  that  the  reveDue  of  that  department  during 
the  year  ending  on  the  80th  day  of  June  last,  ex- 
ceeded its  accruing  responrabilities  $286,206 ;  and 
that  the  anrplna  of  the  present  fiscal  year  is  esti- 
mated at  $476,827.  It  fkirther  appears  that  the  debt 
of  the  department,  on  the  first  day  of  July  last,  in- 
eluding  uie  amount  due  to  contractors  for  the 
qnarter  then  jost  enured,  ma  about  $1,064,881,  ex- 
ceeding the  available  means  about  $S3,700 ;  and 
that,  on  the  1st  instant,  tSxnxt  $097,077  of  this 
debt  had  been  paid ;  $409,991  out  of  postages  ac- 
cruing before  July,  and  $187,086  out  of  postages 
accruing  since.  In  these  payments  are  included 
$67,000  of  the  old  debt  doe  to  banks.  After  mak- 
ing these  payments,  tiw  deparbnent  had  $78,000 
in  bank  on  the  Ist  instant.  The  pleasing  assur- 
ance is  given,  that  the  department  is  entirely  free 
from  en^arroasment,  and  that,  by  collection  of  out- 
standing balances,  and  oung  the  current  surplus, 
the  remaining  portion  of  the  bank  debt,  and  most 
of  the  other  debt,  will  probably  be  paid  ia  April 
next,  leaving  thereafter  a  heavy  amount  to  be  ap- 
^ied  in  extending  the  midl  Ihcilides  of  the  country. 
Reserving  a  considerable  sum  for  the  improvement 
of  existing  mail  routes,  it  is  stated  that  tiie  depart- 
ment will  be  able  to  sustun  with  perfect  conven- 
ience an  annual  charge  of  $800,000  for  the  sup- 
port of  new  routes,  to  commence  as  soon  as  they 
can  bo  established  and  put  in  operation. 

The  measures  adopted  by  tbe  Postmaster  Gene- 
tal  to  bring  the  means  of  the  department  into  ac- 
tion, and  to  eSect  a  speedy  extinguishment  of  Its 
debt,  as  well  as  to  produce  an  effi^nt  administra- 
tion of  its  affurs,  will  be  found  detuled  at  length 
in  this  able  and  luminous  report  Aided  by  a  re- 
organization on  the  principles  suggested,  and  such 
salutary  provisions  in  the  laws  regulating  its  admin- 
isMtive  datiea  as  the  wisdom  of  Congress  may 
devise  or  approve,  that  important  depai^bnent  will 
soon  att^n  a  degree  of  asei\iIneM  pioportioned  to 
the  increase  of  our  population  and  tiie  extension 
of  our  settlements. 

Particular  attention  is  also  solicited  to  that  por- 
tion of  the  report  of  the  Postmaster  General  which 
relateo  to  the  carriage  of  the  Kalis  of  the  TToited 
States  up<m  rtilroads  oomtmcted  by  private  corpo- 
rations under  the  authority  of  the  several  States. 
The  reliance  which  the  Cteneral  Government  can 
place  on  these  roads  as  a  means  of  carrying  on  its 
operations,  and  the  principles  on  which  the  use  of 
them  is  to  be  obtuned,  cannot  be  too  soon  consid- 
ered and  settled.  Already  does  the  s[drit  of  mo- 
nopoly begin  to  exhibit  its  natural  wopendtiea,  in 
attempts  to  extract  from  the  public,  for  services 
which  it  supposes  cannot  be  obtained  on  other 
terms,  the  most  extravagant  compensation.  If 
these  claims  be  perusted  In,  the  question  may  arise 
whether  a  combination  of  citizens,  acting  under 
charters  of  incorporation  from  the  States,  can,  by 
a  direct  refasal,  or  the  demand  of  an  exorbitant 
price,  exclude  the  United  Statu  fitnn  the  nse  of 
the  established  channels  of  communication  be- 
tween the  different  sections  of  the  conntry;  and 
whether  the  United  Statu  oaaaot,  without  tnta- 
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scending  their  constitutional  powers,  secure  to  the 
Post  Office  Department  the  use  of  those  roads,  by 
an  act  of  Congress,  which  shall  provide  within  it- 
self some  equitable  mode  of  ot^'usting  the  amount 
of  compensation.  To  obviate,  if  pmsible,  the  ne- 
cessity of  considering, this  cnoestion.  It  is  suggest- 
ed whether  it  be  not  expedient  to  fix  by  law  the 
amounts  which  shall  be  (rffered  to  railroad  com- 
panies for  the  conveyance  of  the  m^ls,  graduated 
according  to  their  average  weight,  to  be  aacei^ 
tiuned  and  declared  by  the  Postmaster  General. 
It  is  probable  that  a  liberal  proposition  of  that 
sort  would  be  accepted. 

In  connection  with  these  ^wiaons  in  reUtion  to 
the  Post  OflSoe  Departmoit,!  must  also  invite  yoor 
attention  to  the  pidnftd  excitement  produced  In  the 
Soutii,  by  attempts  to  drculate  thnmgb  the  mails 
inflammatory  appeals  addressed  to  the  pasnons  of  the 
slaves,  in  prints,  and  in  various  sorts  <^  publications, 
calculated  to  stimulate  them  to  insurrection,  and  to 
produce  all  the  horrors  of  a.  servile  war.  There  is^ 
doubtless,  no  remectable  portion  oS  our  coontrymen 
who  can  be  bo  or  mUed  as  to  ftd  any  other  senti- 
ment than  that  of  indignant  regret  at  craiduct  so  de- 
sbiictive  of  the  harmony  and  peace  of  the  country, 
and  so  repugnant  to  the  prindples  a!  our  national 
compact,  and  to  tbe  dictates  of  humanity  and  religion. 
Our  hapfHness  and  prosperity  essentially  depend  upon 
peace  vrithin  our  borders — and  peace  depends  upon 
the  maintenance,  in  good  futh,  of  those  cranpronuses 
of  the  constitution  upon  whidi  the  Union  is  founded. 
It  is  fortunate  for  tiie  country  that  the  good  sense, 
the  generous  feeling,  and  the  deep-rooted  attachment 
of  me  people  of  the  non-alaveholding  States  to  tbe 
Union,  and  to  their  fellow-citizens  of  the  same 
blood  in  the  Sooth,  have  given  so  strong  and  im- 
presdve  a  tone  to  the  sentiments  entertained  against 
the  iHroceedings  of  the  misgnided  persons  who  have 
engaged  in  ^ese  unconstitutioniJ  and  wicked  at* 
tempts,  and  especially  agunst  the  emissaries  from 
foreign  parts  who  have  dared  to  interfere  in  this 
matter,  as  to  authorize  the  hope  that  those  attempts 
will  no  longer  be  persisted  in.  But  if  these  expres- 
sions of  the  public  will  shall  not  be  suflScient  to 
effect  80  desirable  a  result,  not  a  doubt  can  be  en- 
tertained that  the  non-alaveholdlng  States,  so  &t 
from  conntenancing  the  slightest  interference  with 
the  constitutional  rights  of  the  South,  will  be 
prompt  to  exercise  ^eir  authority  in  suj^itresBing, 
so  far  as  in  them  lies,  whatever  is  oalcnlated  to  pro- 
duce this  evil. 

In  leaving  the  care  of  other  branches  of  this  in- 
teresting snbject  to  the  State  anthorities,  to  whom 
they  properly  belong,  it  is  nevertheless  proper  for 
Congress  to  take  such  measures  as  will  prevent  the 
Post  Office  Department,  which  was  deugned  to 
foster  an  amicable  intercourse  and  correspondence 
between  all  tiie  members  of  the  Confederacy,  from 
behig  used  as  an  Inetnunmt  of  an  opposite  oharac* 
ter.  The  General  Government,  to  wnlcb  the  great- 
est trust  is  confided,  of  preserving  inriolate  tihe 
relations  created  among  the  States  by  the  consti- 
tution, is  especially  bound  to  avoid,  in  its  own 
action,  any  thing  that  may  disturb  them.  I  would, 
therefore,  call  the  special  attention  of  Congress  to 
the  subject,  and  respectfully  suggest  the  propriety 
of  passmg  such  a  law  as  will  pi^ibit,  under  severe 
penalties,  the  circulation  in  the  Southern  States, 
through  the  mail,  of  incendiary  publicationa  hi- 
tended  to  instigate  the  slaves  to  insurrection. 

I  felt  it  to  be  my  duty.  In  tha  first  messnga  which 
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I  conunanicated  to  Congress,  to  urge  apon  ita  at- 
tantioD  the  propriety  of  smending  that  part  of -tiie 
coaatituUoa  which  providea  for  the  election  of 
Preddent  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States. 
The  leading  object  vbich  I  had  in  view  was  the 
adoption  of  some  new  proviuona,  which  would 
secure  to  the  people  the  performance  of  this  high 
daty,  Tithoat  anj  Intarmediate  agSDCj.  In  my 
aoDual  eommnnioatlona  since,  I  have  enforced  the 
aame  views,  from  a  dncere  conviction  that  the  best 
Interests  of  the  country  would  be  promoted  by 
their  adoption.  If  the  snbject  were  an  ordinary- 
one,  I  should  hare  regarded  the  failure  of  Congress 
to  act  apon  it  aa  an  indication  of  their  JudgtneDt, 
that  the  disadrantagea  vrhieh  belong  to  ue  preeeot 
system  were  not  so  great  as  those  whioh  would  re- 
nilt  from  EDj  attainable  anbsdtnte  that  had  been 
BidHnltted  to  thdr  oousideration.  Recollecting, 
however,  that  proposiUons  to  introduce  a  new  fea- 
ture in  our  fhndunental  laws  cannot  be  too  pa- 
tiently examined,  and  ought  not  to  be  received 
with  favor,  until  the  great  body  of  the  people  are 
thoroughly  impressed  with  their  necesuty  and 
value,  as  a  remedy  tm  real  evlla,  I  Ceel  that  in  r^ 
newing  the  recommendation  I  have  heretofore 
made  on  this  snbject,  I  am  not  transcending  the 
bounds  of  a  just  deference  to  the  sense  of  Con- 
gress, or  to  the  dispodtion  of  the  people.  How- 
ever much  we  may  ^fTer  in  the  choice  of  the 
measorea  which  should  guide  the  adminlstraUon  of 
the  Oovemment,  there  can  be  bat  little  doubt  In 
the  ndndfl  of  those  who  are  really  fHendly  to  die 
republican  features  of  our  system,  that  one  of  its 
most  important  securities  consists  in  the  separation 
of  the  Legislative  and  Executive  powers,  at  the 
same  time  that  each  is  held  responsible  to  the  great 
source  of  authority,  which  is  aekoowledged  to  be 
supreme,  la  the  wiU  of  the  people  conBtitutioQa^ 
expressed.  Vy  reflecdou  aiid  experience  aaXigty 
me,  that  the  mmers  of  the  eonstitatioo,  although 
they  were  anxious  to  mark  the  feature  as  a  settled 
and  fixed  principle  in  the  structure  of  the  Govern- 
ment, did  not  adopt  all  the  precautious  that  were 
necessary  to  secure  its  practical  observance,  and 
that  ife  cannot  be  s^d  to  have  carried  into  com- 
plete «fl^  their  Intentions  until  the  evils  which 
arise  from  this  organic  defect  are  remedied. 

Conadering  the  great  extent  of  our  Confederacy, 
the  rapid  increase  of  its  population,  and  the  diver- 
sity of  their  interests  and  pursuits,  it  cannot  be 
di^;ui8ed  that  the  contingency  by  whioh  one  branch 
of  the  Legislature  is  to  form  itself  into  an  electoral 
college,  cannot  become  one  of  ordinary  occurrence, 
without  produdng  incalculable  mischie£  What 
was  Intei^d  as  uie  medicine  of  the  oonBtitution  in 
extreme  cases,  cannot  be  frequently  used  wi&oot 
changing  its  character,  and,  sooner  or  later,  pro- 
ducing incurable  disorder. 

Kvery  elecUon  by  the  House  of  Representative 
is  calculated  to  le^en  the  force  of  that  security 
which  Is  derived  from  the  distinct  ud  separate 
character  of  the  Legislative  and  Executive  fhnc- 
tions,  and,  while  it  exposes  each  to  temptations 
adverse  to  their  efficiency  as  organs  of  the  consti- 
tution and  laws,  its  tendency  wiU  be  to  unite  both 
in  resisUng  the  will  of  tbe  people,  and  thus  give  a 
direction  to  the  Government  anti-republican  and 
dangerous.  All  bistoir  tells  us  that  a  free  people 
should  be  watchftal  of  delegated  power,  and  should 
never  acquiesce  In  a  practice  which  will  ^iimtniifK 
their  control  over  it.  This  obUgation,  h  nnivereal 
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in  ita  application  to  all  the  prindplea  of  a  republiis, 
is  pecuUarly  so  In  ours,  where  the  formation  of  par- 
ties founded  on  sectional  interests  is  so  mneh  fos- 
tered by  the  extent  of  our  territory.  These  inter- 
ests, represented  by  candidates  for  the  Precndencj, 
are  constantly  prone,  in  the  zeal  of  party  and  selfish 
objects,  to  generate  mfiuenoe  unmindfol  of  the  gen- 
eral good,  and  forgetM  of  the  restraint*  wl^ch  the 
great  body  of  tbe  people  would  enforce,  if  ttieT* 
were,  in  no  contingency,  to  lose  the  right  of  ex- 
presning  their  will.  The  experience  of  our  country, 
from  the  formation  of  the  Government  to  the  pres- 
ent day,  demonstrates  that  the  people  cannot  too 
soon  adopt  some  stronger  safeguard  for  their  ri^t 
to  elect  the  Ughert  offloer  known  to  the  cmm- 
tution,  than  Is  contained  in  that  sacred  instrument 
as  it  now  stands. 

It  Is  my  du^  to  call  the  particular  attention  of 
Congress  to  the  present  condition  of  the  District 
of  Columbia.  From  whatever  cause  the  great  de- 
pression bos  arisen  which  now  exists  in  we  pecu- 
niary concerns  of  this  District,  it  is  proper  that  its 
situation  should  be  fully  understood,  and  such  relief 
or  remedies  provided  as  are  contdstent  with  the 
powers  of  Congress.  I  eamestiy  recommend  the 
extension  of  every  political  right  to  the  dtizeos  of 
the  District  which  their  true  interests  require,  and 
which  does  not  coufiict  with  the  provi^ons  of  the 
constitution.  It  is  believed  that  the  laws  for  the 
government  of  the  District  require  revisal  and 
amendment,  and  that  much  good  may  be  done  by 
modifying  the  penal  code,  so  as  to  give  uniformity 
to  its  proviuons. 

Tour  attention  is  also  invited  to  tbe  defects 
whioh  exist  in  tbe  judidal  system  of  the  United 
States.  As  at  present  oi^ai^zed,  the  States  of  tba 
Union  derive  unequal  advantages  from  the  Federal 
Judidanr,  which  have  been  so  often  pointed  out  that 
I  deem  It  unnecessary  to  repeat  tlwm  here.  It  Is 
hoped  that  tiie  present  Congress  wilt  extend  to  all 
the  States  that  equality  in  respect  to  the  benefits  of 
tbe  laws  at  the  Uidon  which  can  only  tie  secured 
by  the  unifiormity  and  efficiency  of  the  Juddal 
system. 

With  these  observations  on  the  toi^  of  g»eral 
interest  which  ore  deemed  wortiiy  of  your  conrid- 
eration,  I  leave  them  to  your  care,  trusting  that 
the  te^slative  measures  they  call  for  will  be  met 
as  the  vnmts  and  the  best  interests  of  our  beloved 
country  ^^^nln^w^, 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
Wabhihotok,  1A  Deeember,  1835. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  OBtmsT,  6,000  extra  copies 
of  the  Message,  and  1,600  copies  of  the  aocom- 
panjriDg  docnments,  were  ordered  to  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Olat  preaented  the  oredentials  of  the 
honorable  John  J.  CmrTBirDSif,  elected  by  Uie 
Legislature  of  Kentucky  from  that  State,  to 
serve  for  six  years  ft-om  the  4th  of  March  last 

The  YiOB  Pbbbident  presented  the  annual 
report  of  tbe  Seovtary  ta  the  Treasury  on  the 
fiaances. 

I>eath  nf  Mr.  Smith. 

Mr.  ToKUHBON  titen  rose,  and  addresaed  tin 
Senate  as  followB : 

Mr.  Prendoit:  It  has  become  my  painM 
Autj  to  announoe  to  the  Senate  the  deaUi  of  the 


J)eath  of  Mr.  Smith. 
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SwuBn,  1888.] 

honorable  Nathan  Smith,  late  a  Senator  from 
the  State  of  Oonnecticut. 

Arriving  in  this  oity,  apparentlj  in  the  foil 
possession  and  exercise  of  all  his  powers,  mj 
colleagne  and  friend  interchanged  the  kind 
salutations  appropriate  to  the  oocasioD,  vith 
the  cordiality,  uA  frankness,  and  Tivacitj, 
which  characterized  his  social  interooarse,  and 
secured  the  attachment  and  confidenoe  of  those 
Tith  whom  be  was  intimately  asaodated.  He 
retired  to  rest  on  Satorda;'  evening,  aa  &r  as 
was  observed,  in  the  eqjoyment  of  his  aocns- 
tomed  health  and  spirits.  Feeling  in^sposed, 
he  rose  from  his  bed,  and  obtuned  the  advice 
of  a  medical  friend,  who  snbseqaently  left  his 
apartment  without  the  slightest  apprehension 
of  a  fatal  result.  In  a  short  time  his  sltered 
appearance  cansed  alarm,  and  his  friend  was 
again  called.  On  his  Tetom,  the  heart  had 
ceased  to  beat,  and  he  expired  in  his  chair  on 
Sunday  morning,  about  half-past  one  o^dot^, 
without  a  atrcggle  or  a  groan.  Thus  miex- 
pectedlf  and  awmllj  was  oar  late  assodate  and 
irieod  summoned  from  a  state  of  probation  and 
trial,  into  the  presence  of  the  Divme  Bedeemer 
and  Judge,  in  whan  he  devoutly  professed  to 
believe  and  trust.  May  this  renewed  demon- 
stration of  the  solemn  truth,  that  in  the  midst 
of  life  we  are  in  death,  produce  its  proper  effwt 
oa  our  hearts  and  lives,  and  be  instrumental  in 
preparing  us  for  the  jndgmeot  to  come  and  the 
retribations  of  eternity. 

The  afBiotive  event  which  has  oast  such  a 
gloom  over  this  body,  cannot  fail  to  excite  pro- 
fonnd  sensibili^  and  regret  throoghont  the 
Union,  as  well  as  in  the  uatiTe  State  <tf  the 
deceased,  where  he  baa  long  been  ranked  among 
her  most  aUe  and  distingaished  lawyers  and 
statesmen.  While  we  lament  the  insoratable 
Providence  with  humble  snbmission,  it  becomes 
ns  to  be  still,  knowing  that  the  destinies  tk  men 
and  nations  are  in  the  hands  of  an  omnipotent 
and  holy  God,  whose  dispensations  are  mercifbl 
and  right 

With  the  Senate,  sir,  I  leave  the  adoption  of 
the  measures  requisite  to  manifest  its  high  re- 
spect for  the  character  and  memoiy  of  tiie 
deceased. 

Mr.  Swm  then  moved  the  following  resolu- 
tions, which  were  adopted  unanimously : 

Bttuived,  That  a  committee  be  ^pointed  to  take 
order  for  aaperinteading  the  funeral  of  the  honorable 
Kathak  Smith,  which  will  take  place  to-morrow  at  12 
o^dock;  that  the  Senate  wQl  attend  the  same;  and 
that  notice  of  the  event  be  given  to  the  Hoose  of 
BepreNntaUvas. 

She  committee  under  this  resolution  oonusts 
esvs.  SwiFTf  Khiaht,  Tauhadob,  Sotith- 

ABD,  and  ^EPUT.] 

Seaolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Senate,  from 
a  sincere  dedre  of  diowing  every  mark  of  reepect 
due  to  the  memory  of  the  honorable  Nathajt  Sura, 
deceased,  late  a  number  thereof  will  go  into 
Ing  fbr  mm  cue  inonth,  by  the  nasi  nude  of  wearing 
crape  round  the  left  arm. 


[Snum. 

Setolvedy  That,  as  ao  additional  maik  of  respect 
for  die  memory  of  the  honorable  Nathah  Smitb,  the 
Senate  do  now  ai^ouni. 

The  Swate  then  a^Joaraed. 


WiDinnDAT,  December  0. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  the 
Senate  a4Jonrned,  for  the  purpose  of  performing 
the  obsequies  of  the  late  honorable  Nathan 
Bhtth,  of  Oonnecticnt,  deceased. 

The  President  of  the  United  States,  with  the 
heads  of  the  Executive  Departments,  the  Post- 
master General,  and  the  Attomej-Geneial, 
and  the  members  of  the  House  of  BepresmtSr 
tives,  with  their  Speaker  and  Olerk,  having  been 
received  into  the  Senate  Chamber,  and  taken 
the  seats  assigned  them,  the  corpse  was  brought 
in,  in  ohaige  of  the  oommittee  of  arrangements 
and  pall-bearers,  attended  by  the  Sergeant-at- 
anns  of  the  Senate. 

Divine  service  was  performed  by  the  Bev. 
Mr.  Higbee ;  after  which, 

The  nmeral  prooeasion  moved  to  the  place  of 
interment 


TsnTBSDAT,  December  10. 

8tat6  of  Michigan. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States : 

WASHDKrroK,  DtemhtT  9,  1880. 

2b  the  SenaU  and  Heme  of  Repreeentativei : 

GxHTLEiuii :  By  the  act  of  the  llth  of  January, 
1805,  all  that  put  of  the  ludiana  Territory  lying 
north  of  a  line  drawn  due  **  east  from  the  sontberly 
bend  or  extremity  of  Lake  Uichigan  until  it  ehall 
intersect  Lake  Erie,  and  east  ot  a  line  drawn  from 
the  said  sontherly  bcoid,  through  the  middle  of  said 
lake,  to  its  noithera  extrenut]|:  and  thence,  due 
north,  to  the  northern  boundary  of  the  Uidted  SUtes," 
was  erected  into  a  separate  Territory  by  the  name  of 
Uichigan. 

The  Territory  oomprlabd  irithin  these  limits  bdng 
part  of  the  district  of  country  described  in  the  ordi- 
naaoe  of  the  ISth  of  July,  1787,  which  prori<^  that, 
whenever  any  of  the  etatea  mto  w^ih  the  same 
should  be  divided,  shonkl  have  sixty  tboosand  free 
inhaUtautB,  sudi  State  ahonid  be  admitted  by  Its 
del^iates  "  hito  the  Congress  of  die  United  States, 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  ori^al  States  in  all 
respects  whatever,  aod  shall  be  at  liberty  to  form  a 
pennaDent  amslitution  and  State  Government,  pro- 
vided the  oonstitDtion  and  Oovemment  so  to  be 
formed  shall  be  republican,  and  in  confonnity  to  ttie 
principles  contuned  in  these  artides,"  the  inhabitants 
thereof  have,  during  the  present  year,  in  puisuanoe 
of  the  li^t  secm^aby  the  ordinance,  formed  a  con- 
stitution and  State  Government  That  instrument, 
together  with  various  other  documenta  connected 
thfoewith,  has  been  transmitted  to  me  for  the  pur- 
pose of  being  laid  before  Congress  to  whom  the 

e>wer  and  duty  of  admitting  new  Sbtias  into  the 
nioD  exriurively  ^^tertama;  and  the  whde  are 
herewith  oommuidoated  for  your  eariy  dedskm. 

ANDBEW  JAOKSON. 


State  itfMidiigm. 
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SnUTB,]  Election  of  Offitxra. 


The  ICessage  haviog  been  read, 

Mr.  BxiTTOir  movea  tlist  it  be  printed,  to- 
gether with  the  aocompanTing  docnments,  and 
that  the  whole  subject  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  conetsting  of  five  members ;  which 
motion  was  carried ;  and, 

On  motioa  of  Hr.  KAvanx,  the  ^ointment 
of  the  o(»ninittee  was  poat^xmed  to  Ucnulv 
nexb 

IRehigan  Senaton. 

Hr.  Benton  presented  the  credenljalB  of 
John  Nobtbll  and  Luorus  Lton,  elected  Sena- 
tors for  ^«  term  of  rix  ^ears  from  the  4th  of 
March  last,  from  the  Territorj  of  Ifichigan,  and 
moved  that  the  coorissy  of  the  Senate  be  ez- 
tmded  to  them,  b7  assigning  seats  to  the  new 
Senators,  in  the  cuBtomarj  mode  nnder-nmilar 
circumstances,  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate. 

Ur.  EwiNO  stated  that  this  was  a  new  matter, 
brought  before  the  Senate  for  the  first  time  this 
morning,  and  required,  perhaps,  some  consider- 
ation. Id  order  to  afford  a  htUe  time  for  con- 
rideration,  and  to  examine  the  course  of  the 
Senate  in  similar  circumstances,  he  moved,  for 
thepresent,  to  lay  the  subject  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


MoNDAT,  December  14. 

Jtr.  OOLDSBOBOUOH,  of  Maijland,  appeared, 
and  took  his  seat 

Death  qf  Mr.  Kane, 

Ifr.  B<»iir80ir  addressed  the  Senate  to  &e 
following  efibct: 

lb.  l^e^dent :  It  is  tme,  "  in  the  midst  of 
life  we  are  in  death,"  and  another  inscmtable 
dispensation  of  Providence  has  ^ven  us  renew- 
ed cause  of  jMunfnl  sorrow  and  grief.  Ellas 
Kent  Kanb  u  no  more  1  He,  with  whom  many 
in  this  chamber  have  been  here  associated  for 
the  last  ten  years,  has  left  this  *'  for  another 
and  abetter  world."  No  eulogy  is  necessary  to 
remind  his  associates  of  his  many  virtues  and 
amiable  traits  of  character;  their  rehearsal 
would  but  add  poignancy  to  our  loss.  As  his  : 
ooUeagne,  I  mast  be  indulged  in  saying  death 
has  tacen  "from  me  a  most  valned  friend;  frmn 
his  State  and  oonntry  an  able  Senator  and  an 
honestman;  from  his  bereaved  wife  and  orphan 
children  tiie  kindest  of  hnsbands,  the  most  In- 
dulgent of  parents.  He  died  at  balf-pa^  one 
o'clock  last  Friday  night,  of  a  relapse  of  fever 
with  which  he  had  been  afflicted  previous  to 
leaving  home. 

I  oflw  for  adopUon  these  melancholy  reeoln- 
tions: 

Setelved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take 
order  fbr  saperintending  the  funeral  of  the  Hon. 
EuAS  E.  KIkk,  which  will  take  place  this  day  at 
half  past  12  oVlock;  and  that  the  Senate  will  attend 
the  same ;  and  tiiat  Dotioe  of  tiie  event  be  (^ven  to 
the  Houw  of  BepresentativesL 


[DECElfBKB,  18S5. 

This  reeolntion  was  vnanimoosly  adopted. 

[The  committee  ^tpointed  under  this  reeoln- 
tion are  Messrs.  Benton,  Outtoh,  HEHDsraKe, 
OBnmnnir,  and  Wmaar.] 

Retolved^  That  the  members  of  the  Senate,  from  a 
sincere  desire  of  showing  evety  mark  of  reniect  dae 
to  thememoryof  the  Hon.  Euas  K.  Kamk,  Mceased, 
bdea  member  thereof,  mil  go  into  mouinii^  for  Um 
me  month,  tiy  the  usual  mode  of  wearing  aape 
around  the  left  ann. 

This  resolvtitm  iras  nnanimoody  adt^tted. 

Death  ^  Mr.  WUdman. 

A  message  was  received  frtm  the  Honse  of 
Representatives,  announcing  to  the  Soiate  the 
adoption  of  certain  resolnticms,  in  conaeqnenoe 

the  death  of  the  Hon,  Z.  'Wildhan,  a  mem- 
ber of  that  House. 

Mr.  ToMLiNsoN  stated  that,  in  oonseqnence 
of  the  melancholy  informatioQ  contained  in  this 
message,  he  would  offer  the  followii^  rmoln- 
tion: 

RettAved,  wnmumouBly,  That  the  members  of  the 
Senate,  as  a  fiirther  testimony  of  respect  for  the 
memory  of  the  Hoa  Zaluoh  Wilduah,  late  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House  of  Representatives  from  the  State 
of  OonnectJcut,  wilt  go  Into  mourning,  by  wearing 
crape  aroimd  the  left  aim  for  thirty  days. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 
Mr.  BoBiNsoti  then  offered  the  following  reacK 
lution,  which  was  adopted : 

Seeolved,  That,  as  an  additional  laaA  of  respect 
for  the  monory  <tf  the  Hra.  Blub  E.  Kane,  the 
Senate  now  adjourn. 

[The  President  of  the  United  States  and  the 
heads  of  the  Departments,  the  Vioe  Prendent 
and  members  of  the  Senate,  the  Speaker 
and  members  of  the  Honse  of  Bepresentatives, 
then  assembled  in  the  Senate  chamber,  the 
corpse  of  the  deceased  was  brought  in,  in 
charge  of  the  committee  of  arrangements,  at- 
tended by  the  Sergeantrat^rms  of  the  Senate ; 
and  divine  service  was  performed  by  the  Ber. 
Mr.  Post;  after  which  the  fiineral  proceericm 
moved  to  the  place  of  intennent.] 


Tuesday,  December  15. 

Mr.  Websteb  appeared  to-day,  and  took  his 
seat, 

Eleetion  of  Offieen. 

The  Cbaib  annonnoed  that  Uie  election  <rf 
the  officers  of  the  Senate  was  bow  hi  order ; 
and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  ballot  for  Sem- 

tary. 

Walter  Lowbib  was  nnanimondy  re-elected. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  ballot  for  Seigeant- 
Bt-arms  and  Doorkeeper,  when  it  appeared 
John  Bhaokfobd  was  re-elected. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  ballot  for  Assistant 
Dooriteeper,  and  Stephen  Hah«t  was  re- 
eletited. 
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Dbcsubkb,  I886.3 


WxDnsDAT,  December  16. 

Hr.  Oaiaouw  and  Ur.  Fsbbton,  from  Bonth 
Oarolina,  appeared,  and  took  their  sestB, 
The  Senate  acyonmed  to  Uondi^. 


UoNDAT,  December  21. 

Ifr.  TouuKSON  presented  the  credentials  of 
John  M.  Nilss,  appointed  bj  the  Executive  of 
Connecticut  to  fill  Uie  vaoaooy  oocanoned  by  the 
death  of  the  honorable  Nakas  Baara,  and  Hr. 
N1LE8  took  his  seat, 

&itith»onia»  IiatUtiuikm. 
A  Ueasage  was  reoeived  from  the  Frerident 
of  the  United  States: 

7h  the  Senate  and  Borne  of  RepremiiatiiMt  cf  the 

United  Stata  : 
I  transmit  to  Congreaa  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  Sb^,  accompaQying  copies  of  certain  papers 
relitisg  to  a  bequest  to  the  United  States,  by  Hr. 
James  Smitbson,  of  London,  for  the  purpose  of 
finmdiog,  at  Wa8hii)^;t4m,  an  establishment,  under 
the  name  of  the  "  Smithsonian  Institution,"  for  the 
diffiiaon  of  knowledge  among  men.  The  Executire 
tiaving  no  authority  to  take  any  steps  for  accepting 
the  trust  and  oblainine  the  fiinds,  the  papers  are . 
communicated  withavtoirto  micbmeBRUce  as  Coo- 
gress  may  deem  neoeasair. 

ASDVS^  JACKSON. 
WaSHnrsTOir,  Dtember  17, 188S. 

The  Kessace  and  documents  were  ordered  to 
lie  on  tiie  table. 

Incendiary  Publieatiora. 

Ur,  Calhothi  moved  that  so  much  of  the 
President's  Heesage  as  relates  to  the  transmis- 
sion of  incendiary  publications  by  the  United 
States  mail  be  referred  to  a  special  committee. 

Hr.  0.  said  that  this  was  a  subject  of  such 
importance  as,  in  his  opinion,  to  require  the 
appointment  of  a  apedal  committee.  It  was 
one  whidi  involved  questions  of  a  complicated 
character,  and  such  as  did  not  properly  come 
within  the  duties  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  touching  as  they  did  on 
the  oonstitntionBl  powers  of  the  Government. 
Another  reason  for  the  appointment  of  especial 
committee  was  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that,  in 
the  construction  of  the  standing  committees, 
there'waa  only  a  nngle  gentleman  from  that 
section  of  the  country  which  was  most  deeply 
interested  in  the  proper  disposition  of  this  very 
important  subject  He  did  not  antidpate  any 
oppoiAtion  to  the  motion,  <and  hoped  it  would 
be  at  once  adopted. 

iSx.  Edtq,  of  Alabama,  expressed  Ub  hope 
that,  in  this  instance,  there  would  be  no  de- 
partore  from  the  customary  practice  of  the 
Senate,  as  he  had  no  apprehension  that  the 
regular  standing  committee  had  the  least  desire 
to  take  any  course  whioh  would  interfere  with 
any  right  which  belonged  to  any  ^ate  of  ^e 
Union.  Withont  looldng  partionlar^  at  the 


[Sematk. 

constructiwi  of  that  committee,  he  felt  a  oonfi- 
dent  hdief  that  there  was  no  ^epoaition  in  any 
qf  its  members  to  have  the  pubhc  mails  prosti- 
tuted to  the  purpose  of  a  set  of  fanatics.  He 
did  not  wish  to  see  the  subject  taken  out  of  the 
regular  course,  as  he  considered  that  it  would 
be  fpving  to  it  a  greater  degree  of  importance 
than  was  necessary. 

Hr.  Calhouk  replied  that  the  Senator  from 
jUabama  had  mistaken  his  object,  which  was 
not  to  produce  any  unnecessary  excitement,  but 
to '  adopt  snoh  a  course  as  womd  secure  a  com- 
mittee whidi  would  calmly  and  dispassionately 
go  into  an  examination  6S  tiie  whole  sultJect; 
whidi  wonld  investigate  the  character  of  those 
pubUcations,  to  ascertain  if  they  were  incradiary 
or  not,  and,  if  so,  on  that  ground  to  put  a  dheok 
in  their  transmission  through  the  country.  He 
could  not  but  ezpr^  his  astonishment  at  the 
objection  which  had  been  taken  to  his  motion, 
for  he  knew  that  the  Senator  from  Alabama  felt 
that  deep  interest  in  the  subject  which  pervaded 
the  feelings  of  every  man  in  the  Southern  sec- 
tion of  the  country.  He  believed  that  the  Post 
Office  Committee  would  be  folly  occupied  with 
the  regular  business  which  would  be  brought 
before  them,  and  it  was  this  consideration,  and 
no  party  feeling,  which  had  induced  this  motion. 
Whatever  was  to  be  done,  whatever  feeling  to 
be  expressed,  it  was  earnestly  to  be  detired  uiat 
it  ahonld  come  from  a  committee,  a  nu^ority  of 
whom  were  of  those  who  were  most  deeply  in- 
terested  in  the  matter ;  uid  he  hoped  titus  sen- 
timent would  be  responded  to  by  a  general  ao- 
guiesoence  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

2fr.  Gbundt  eiua :  In  reference  to  the  o1\jec- 
tion  that  the  members  of  the  standing  commit, 
tee  were  from  a  different  part  of  the  country, 
he  would  reply  that,  such  being  the  case,  if  the 
same  sentiments  favorable  to  the  opinions  of  the 
Senator  f^m  South  Carolina  were  entertained 
by  the  m^jori^  of  them,  their  re^rt  wonld  go 
forth  to  the  public  so  much  the  stronger,  as  it 
would  show  that  there  existed  a  irinuQarity  of 
feeling  in  every  part  of  the  oonnt^,  as  to  the 
power  of  the  Government  to  act  efficiently  on 
this  subject. 

Hr.  Lkioh  said  he  should  vote  for  a  reference 
of  the  subject  to  a  special  committee,  not  from 
any  distrust  of  the  standing  Committee  on  tiie 
Post  Office,  on  account  of  the  quarter  of  the 
Union  from  which  the  members  composing  the 
committee  came,  but  because  he  did  not  mink 
the  subject  belonged  to  the  province  of  the 
standing  committee.  He  understood  that  com- 
mittee to  be  charged  with  matters  rdating  to 
the  general  arrangements  of  the  Poet  Office,  and 
not  to  take  0(^izanoe  of  any  thing  with  which 
waa  minted  up  oonstitational  qnemonsof  such 
delicacy.  He  wonld  take  occasion  to  say  now, 
that  from  the  conversations  he  had  had  with 
intwigent  individuals  from  the  oon-slavehold- 
ing  States,  there  existed  no  essential  difiterence 
of  opinion  between  them  and  himself.  All  of 
them  were  deeply  iropressed  with  the  wioked- 
nees  of  these  inemdiary  pnMicationg,  and  ware 
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ready  to  go  with  him  in  a  common  effort  to 
BQppreBs  &em.  There  was  therefore  no  fear  to 
be  entertained  as  to  the  coarse  of  the  intelligent 
part  of  the  North.  Bat  there  was  a  fear  lest 
this  qaestion  should  become  involved  in  party 
coasiderationB ;  and  he  should  have  no  fear  of 
this  if  the  subject  were  sent  to  a  fecial  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  BuoEiKAN  expreased  bU  gratifioation  to 
bear  the  geatleman  from  Yirgiiua  express  the 
result  of  bis  eonvmatioiis  with  the  gentleman 
of  the  North ;  and  he  was  sure  the  nonorable 
Smator  spoke  the  sentiments  of  every  intelli- 
gent man  north  of  the  slaveholding  States, 
when  he  says  he  would  suppress  any  incendiary 
publications  which  disturb  the  tranquillity  of 
that  section  of  the  Union.  I  have  yet  to  find 
that  man  of  intelligence  in  the  North  who  is  of 
the  opinion  that  the  General  Government  has 
any  right  to  interfere  in  the  question  of  domes* 
tic  slavery  in  the  South ;  ana  all  are  disposed 
to  go  aa  ^  as  tliey  can  constitationally  go,  to 
anpimes  the  transwrtation  tjf  incendiary  pub- 
lioations  through  the  maiL  The  reason  why  he 
was  opposed  to  a  special  committee  was,  be- 
eanse  oy  adopting  the  ordinary  eoarsa  party 
qtirlt  would  be  eflfectn^y  pat  down.  He  had 
no  fear  of  creating  any  party  epint  on  the  snb- 
ject  in  this  body;  but  abroad  the  question 
might  be  asked,  for  what  purpose  was  this  re- 
ferred to  a  special  committee !  Is  the  subject 
so  far  out  of  the  reach  of  law  that  it  cannot 
otherwise  he  taken  hold  of?  Are  there  any 
two  individuals  who  differ  as  to  the  propriety 
of  doing  all  that  can  be  done  to  prevent  the 
oiroulanon  of  incendiary  ^nbUcatoons  in  the 
South  ?  The  only  question  la  the  consdtuticmal 
<me,  how  far  can  we  got  I  nndertake  to  say 
that  we  are  all  disposed  to  go  as  for  as  we  can ; 
and  when  we  have  raised  a  standing  committee, 
conversant  with  the  business  of  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads,  shall  we  take  the  subject  out 
of  their  hands,  and  give  it  to  a  special  commit- 
tee ?  Abroad  this  may  be  conddered  a  party 
movement  Mr.  B.  concluded  with  saying  he 
should  vote  to  send  the  subject  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Boads. 

Mr.  DA.VIS  viewed  this  as  peculiarly  a  Soath- 
em  interest,  and  was  willing  the  gentlemen  from 
that  section  of  the  country  should  present  to  the 
Swiate  th^  views ;  not  that  a  naked  qaestion 
of  oonslitational  power  may  not  be  as  well  un- 
derstood in  om  portion  of  the  oonntry  as  an- 
o^er ;  bnt  Sontnem  genHemoi  certainly  best 
knew  their  own  embamiasments  in  relation  to 
this  matter.   When  the  subject  comes  here, 

gentlemen  from  other  parts  will  no  doubt  do 
leir  duty  fearlessly;  but  it  seems  not  only 
courteous,  hot  parliamentary,  that  those  who 
are  most  vitally  interested  ^ould  first  present 
us  with  their  views.  He  wonld,  therefore, 
cheerfully  vote  for  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Bbown  intended  to  vote  for  a  reference 
of  the  subject  to  the  OommiUee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Boads.  It  had  been  n»ed  that 
U  was  mtnre         to  send  it  to  a  speoial  oom- 
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mittee,  because  they  would  have  more  time  to 
examine  the  subject,  and  would  cany  more 
ability  into  the  examination.  He  entertuned  a 
different  opinion.  The  Oommittee  on  the  Post 
Office  had  all  the  neceseary  experience ;  they 
were  conversant  with  all  the  Post  Office  laws. 
Gentlemen  in  all  the  important  committees  were 
much  engaged.  No  one  was  mtirdy  free. 
The  special  oonmiittee  would  not  be  aUe  to 
affiord  more  time  to  the  investigation  than  the 
Btanding  committee.  Another  reason  had  been 
nrged,  that  the  committee  on^t  to  be  con- 
strnctedfirom  the  Southern  section  of  the  conn- 
try.  He  could  not  subscribe  to  the  soundness 
of  this  doctrine.  Gentlemen  deprecate  giving  a 
party  complexion  to  the  matter ;  what  wonld 
be  the  effect  of  sending  it  to  a  special  commit- 
tee ?  It  would  be  more  than  giving  a  party 
complexion  to  the  matter :  it  would  he  giving 
to  it  a  sectional  aspect,  which  was  the  worst 
kind  of  political  aspect.  The  proper  course 
appeared,  in  his  opmion,  to  be,  to  dis^la^  a 
confidence  in  the  North,  in  the  fall  oonviotion 
that  they  wonld  do  right.  If  they  were  to  ex- 
clude the  Northern  gentlemen,  it  would  imyij  a 
distrnst  which  he  was  not  willing  to  snow. 
The  proper  course  would  be  to  conMe  the  mat- 
ter to  the  Ncnlhem  Senators,  who^  he  was  oon- 
fldent,  were  as  mnch  interested  as  any  others 
in  putting  down  these  incendiary  efforts  of  a  set 
of  fugitives  from  the  Northern  States,  and  this 
was  the  course  he  was  disposed  to  pnrsne.  in 
this  case. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to 
refer  the  subject  to  a  select  committee,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative :  Ayes  23. 

The  committee,  on  motion  of  Mr.  OuHOtrs, 
was  ordered  to  oondst  oi  five  membera,  soA  was 
chosen  as  fbllows :  Mr.  Oajmovs,  Jir.  Kraa  of 
Geo^a,  Mr.  UAKami,  Mr.  Datib,  and  Mr.  LiKir. 


TtrxBDAT,  December  23. 

Miohifftm  Smatan. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bbntoit,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  his  motion,  laid  on  the  table 
some  days  since,  to  extend  the  courtesy  of  the 
Senate  to  the  Senators  from  Midugan,  by  assign- 
ing them  chairs  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Bhnton  stated  that  he  now  pn^Kised  to 
modify  his  motion,  by  snbstitnting  what  be 
would  now  send  to  the  Oh  air,  which  was  copied 
verbatim  from  the  resolution  adopted  hj  the 
Senate  when  Messrs.  Blount  and  Cocke  came 
here  as  Senators  from  Tennessee. 

The  modification  was  then  read,  as  follows : 

That  Mr.  Lyon  and  Mr.  Nobvsll,  who  cl^m 
to  be  Senators  of  the  United  States,  be  received 
as  spectators,  and  that  churs  be  provided  for 
tiiat  purpose,  (on  the  fioor,)  nntil  the  final  ded* 
sion  of  uie  Senate  shall  be  ^ven  on  the  appli- 
cation to  admit  Michigan  into  the  Union. 

Mr.  EwiKO  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  on  the  floor ; "  whioh  was  carried  In  the 
afflnnatlTew 


MiMgan  Stmabn. 
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Wkdnibd^t,  Deoember  98. 
BttUot/or  Chaplain. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  ballot  forachaplain. 

There  vers  three  balloHngs:  Mr.  Higb«w  and 
tfr.  Harrison  were  the  principal  candidates. 
On  the  firtit  baUot  each  of  these  ffentlemen 
received  13  votes ;  on  the  second  ballot  Mr. 
Harrison  bad  1 6,  and  Mr.  Higbee  15  votes ;  and 
on  the  third  ballot  Mr.  Higbee  received  28  oat 
of  88  votes,  and  Mr.  Harrison  14. 

The  Bev.  Ms.  Higbee  was  therefore  elected 
chaplain  of  the  Senate. 


Thdbsdat,  Jannary  7. 
Slavery  in  the  Dittriet  of  Columbia* 

Hr.  MoBRiB  presented  two  petitions  from 
Ohio,  praying  for  the  aboUtion  of  BlETerj  in  the 
District  of  Colnmbia. 

Mr.  Oalhoun  demanded  that  the  petitions 
should  be  read. 

The  Secretary  haviog  read  the  petitions, 

Mr.  Calhoun  demanded  the  qnestion  on  re- 
ceiving them ;  which  was  a  preliminary  ques- 
tion, which  any  member  had  a  right  to  make. 
He  demanded  it  on  behalf  of  the  State  which 
he  represented ;  he  demanded  it,  beoanse  the 
petitions  were  in  themselves  a  foul  blander  on 
nearly  one-half  of  the  States  of  tiie  Union ;  he 
d«nanded  it,  beoaose  the  q^aestion  involved  was 
one  ovw  which  neither  this  nor  the  House  had 
any  power  whatever ;  and  that  a  stop  might 
be  put  to  that  aptation  which  prevailed  in  so 
large  a  section  of  the  country,  and  which,  un- 
less checked,  would  endanger,  the  existence  of 
the  Union.      Ut^  urn     I  iS^i 

Mr.  MoKBis.  In  pi^nting'tnese  petitions  he 
would  say,  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  Ohio, 
that  ahe  wmt  to  the  mtire  extent  of  the  opin- 
ions tjf  the  Senator  team  SoaCb  Oarolina  on  one 
point.  We  deny,  the  power  of  Oon- 

gress  to  le^date  oonoemlng  low  instttntions, 
or  to  meddle  in  any  way  with  slavery  in  any  of. 
the  States ;  bnt  we  have  always  entwtained  the 
opinion  that  Congress  has  primary  and  ezclu- 
Bive  le^slation  over  this  District ;  under  this 
impression,  these  petitioners  have  come  to  the 
Senate  to  present  their  petitions.  The  doctrine 
that  Congress  have  no  power  over  the  subject 
of  slavery  in  this  District  is  to  me  a  new  one ; 
and  it  is  one  that  will  not  meet  with  credence 
in  the  State  in  which  X  reside.  I  believe  these 
petitioners  have  the  right  to  present  themselves 
nere,  placing  their  feet  on  the  constitution  of 
their  connt^,  when  tJiiej  come  to  ask  of  Oon- 
sress  to  exercise  those  powers  which  they  can 
legitimately  exercise.  I  believe  they  have  a 
right  to  be  beard  in  their  petitions,  and  that 
Congress  may  afterwards  di4)0se  of  uiese  peti- 
tions as  in  their  wisdom  they  may  think  ^per. 
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Under  these  impresdons,  these  petitioners  come 
to  be  heard,  and  they  have  a  right  to  t>e  heud. 

Mr.  Pbxston.  I  must  confess  that  I  am  some- 
what surprised  at  the  introduction  of  petitions 
of  this  character,  after  the  occurrences  of  the 
last  smnmOT,  which  most  naturally  have  made 
the  Southern  people  extremely  senutive  on  this 
Bol^ect.  I  am  aware  that  ramiiar  petitions  have 
been  presented,  and  rdisrred  to  the  Committee 
forthelMsti^of  Oolnmbia;  and,  as  was  stated 
by  the  chairman  of  that  committee  two  years 
ago,  without  the  chance  of  provoking  any  action 
of  tiiat  committee.  To  use  his  language.  "  the 
oommittee-room  was  to  them  the  hon^s  den, 
fi-om  which  there  were  no  footprints  to  mark 
their  return." 

But,  sir,  this  course  is  not  the  proper  one  to 
pursue  now.  There  is  in  it  neither  justice  nor 
expediency.  We  have  a  right  to  demand  that 
some  other  remedy  should  be  applied,  and  we 
do  demand  it.  When  I  conuder  the  extraor- 
dinary excitement  which  has  been  prodoced 
throughout  the  oountxy ;  the  ocHnbnmUe  ma- 
terial, in  the  sb^e  of  incendiary  pamphlets, 
which  has  been  aoomnnlated  and  spread  abroad ; 
the  vast  multitudes  which  have  assembled ;  the 
apostlw  who  have  addressed  them ;  their  acts 
and  their  menaces ;  though  I  am  bat  little  dis- 
posed to  allude  to  them,  yet  a  regard  to  the 
honor  and  interests  of  the  South  oaUs  upon  me 
to  do  BO,  and  that,  too,  in  language  wmoh  she 
has  a  right  to  expect  and  demand. 

Sir,  the  Southern  mind  ha^  been  already 
filled  with  aptation  and  alarm.  Their  proper- 
ty, their  domestic  r^ations,  their  altars,  their 
lives,  are  in  danger ;  and,  as  if  this  were  not 
Buffident,  we  have  now  these  ^itators  and  In- 
oendiaries  calUng  npon  Congress  to  act  upon 
the  slavehoMing  States,  either  directiy  or  in- 
directly, through  the  medium  of  this  District. 
And  are  we,  sir,  to  mt  still  and  see  it?  Are  we 
to  behold  oar  rights  and  privilc^  tram|J«d 
upon?  All  upon  which  the  permanence  and 
security  of  our  prosperity  depends  assuled  by 
these  blood-thirsty  fanalios,  and  Government 
called  upon  to  participate  in  the  wanton  and 
malicnous  movement,  without  lifting  a  hand, 
without  rairing  avoice.  withont  acting  as  a  due 
regard  to  the  honor,  dignify,  and  happiness  of 
our  oonstttneiits  calls  mmn  us  to  act? 

Ur.  BvouHiv  said  that,  for  two  or  three 
weeks  past,  th«a  had  bent  in  his  possession  a 
memorial  from  the  Gain  Quarterly  Meeting  of 
the  religious  Society  of  Friends,  in  the  State  of 
Penn^ivania,  requesting  Congress  to  abolidi 
slavery  and  the  slave  trade  wiuiin  the  District 
of  Oolnmbia.  This  memorial  was  not  a  printed 
form ;  its  language  was  not  that  in  esteblished 
use  for  such  documents.  It  did  not  proceed 
from  those  desperate  fanatics  who  have  been 
endeavoring  to  disturb  the  security  and  peace 
of  society  in  the  Southern  Stetes,  by  the  oistri- 
bution  of  incendiary  pamphlets  and  papersrFar 
different  is  the  tmtli.  It  emanates  from  a 
sodetr  Ohristiana,  whose  oljeot  had  always 
been  to  pmnote  peine  and  good-will  among 
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men,  and  who  have  been  the  efficient  and  per- 
seveiteg  fiiends  of  homftidtj  in  every  ohme. 
To  their  untiring  efforts,  more  than  to  those  of 
any  other  denomination  of  Ohristians,  we  owe 
the  prcM;res8  which  has  heen  made  in  abolishing 
the  African  slave  trade  thronghont  the  world. 
This  memorial  was  their  testimony  against  the 
existence  of  slavery.  This  testimony  they  had 
borne  for  more  than  a  centnry.  Of  the  parity 
of  their  motives  there  can  be  no  question. 

Aa  I  entirely  dissent  from  the  opinion  which 
they  express,  that  we'  onght  to  abolish  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Oolumbia.  I  feel  it  to  be  doe 
to  them,  to  myself  and  to  the  Senate,  respect- 
ftdly,  but  firmly,  to  state  the  reasons  why  I 
cannot  advooate  thdr  views  or  aequiesce  in 
tJieir  condnsions. 

If  any  one  principle  of  confltitutional  law 
can,  at  this  day,  be  oonddered  as  settled,  it  is 
that  Congress  tuve  no  right,  no  power,  over 
the  quesUon  of  slavery  <withln  tJkose  States 
where  it  exists.  The  property  of  tiie  master 
in  his  slave  existed  in  full  force  before  the  fed- 
eral constitntlon  was  adopted.  It  was  a  snb- 
Ject  which  then  belonged,  as  it  still  belongs,  to 
the  exclusive  joriadiction  of  the  several  States. 
These  States,  by  the  adoption  of  the  constitn- 
tion,  never  yielded  to  the  General  Government 
any  ri^t  to  interfare  witii  the  qnesMon.  It 
remains  where  it  was  previous  to  tiie  establiah- 
ment  of  oar  confederacy. 

The  constitntlon  has,  in  the  dearest  terms, 
recognized  the  rights  of  property  in  slaves.  It 
prohibits  any  otote  into  which  a  slave  may 
have  fled,  from  pas^g  any  law  to  discharge 
him  from  slavery,  and  declares  that  he  shall  be 
delivered  up  by  the  ai^thorities  of  such  State  to 
his  master.  Nay,more;  itmakestheexistenoe 
of  slavery  the  foundation  of  political  power^  by 
giving  to  those  States  within  whieh  it  exists, 
Representatives  in  Congress,  not  only  in  pro- 
portion to  the  whole  number  of  free  persons, 
bat  also  in  proportion  to  three-fifths  of  the  anm- 
ber  of  davea. 

An  occaaioQ  very  fortunately  arose  In  the 
first  Congress  to  settle  this  question  forever. 
The  society  fbr  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  Penn* 
sylvania  brought  it  before  that  Congress  by  a 
memorial,  which  was  presented  on  thellthday 
of  February,  1790.  After  the  subject  had  been 
discussed  for  several  days,  and  after  solemn 
deliberation,  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  S3d  day  of 
March,  1790,  resolved  '*  That  Congress  have  no 
authority  to  interfere  in  the  emancipation  of 
slaves,  or  in  the  treatment  of  them,  within  any 
of  the  States^  it  remaining  with  the  several 
States  alone  to  provide  any  regulations  therein 
wtdoh  humanity  uid  true  policy  may  require." 

I  have  thought  It  wonld  iw  proper  to  present 
this  decifflon,  which  was  made  almost  half  a 
century  ago,  distinctly  to  the  view  of  the 
American  people.  Xlie  language  of  the  resolu- 
tion is  dear,  precise,  and  definite.  It  leaves  the 
qoestion  where  the  consUtation  left  it^  and 
where,  so  far  aa  I  am  conoemed,  it  ever  shall 
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ronain.  The  CtHUtitntion  of  tlie  United  St^ea 
nevor  wonld  have  been  called  ioto  existence ; 
instead  of  the  innumerable  blesdngs  which  have 
flowed  from  our  happy  Union,  we  should  have 
had  anarchy,  jealousy,  and  civil  war,  among  the 
dster  republics  of  which  oar  confederacy  is 
composed,  had  not  the  free  States  abandoned 
all  control  over  this  tjnestion.   For  one,  what- 
ever may  be  my  opinions  upon  the  abstract 
question  of  slavery,  (and  I  am  free  to  confess 
tney  are  those  of  the  people  of  Pennsylvania,} 
I  shall  never  attempt  to  violate  this  fundamental 
compact   The  Union  will  be  ^ssolved,  mi  in-  | 
calcnlable  evils  will  rise  fcpm.  its  ashes,  the 
moment  any  such  attempt  ia  awiolisly  made  by 
the  free  States  in  OcHogresB.  ' 

What,  then,  are  xbo  dronmstanoes  under 
which  these  memorials  are  now  presented  ?  A 
□umber  of  fanatica,  led  on  by  foreign  incendi- 
aries, have  been  scattering  "  arrows,  flrebraadi^ 
and  death,"  throughout  the  Southern  States. 
The  natural  tendency  of  their  publications  is  to 
produce  dissatisfaction  and  revolt  among  the 
slaves,  and  to  incite  their  wild  passions  to  ven- 
geance. All  history,  as  well  as  the  present  con- 
dition of  the  slaves,  proves  that  there  can  be  no 
danger  of  the  flnal  result  of  a  servile  war.  Bat, 
in  the  mean  time,  what  dreadfbl  scenes  may  be 
enacted,  before  sooh  an  insurrection,  which 
would  spare  ndl^er  age  nor  sex,  oonld  be  snp- 
pressedl  What  agony  of  mind  must  be  suffored, 
especially  "bf  the  gentler  sex,  in  oonseqnenoe  m 
these  publications  I  Many  a  mother  clasps  her 
in&nt  to  her  bosom  when  she  retires  to  rest, 
under  dreadful  apprehensions  that  she  may  be 
aroused  from  her  uumbers  by  the  savage  yells 
of  the  slaves  by  whom  she  is  snrrounded.- 
These  are  the  vpr^  of  the  abolitionists.  That 
their  motiv^  Viay  be  ftimit  I  do  not  doabt ; 
but  their  zeal  is  without  knowledge.  The  his- 
tory of  the  human  race  presents  nnmerous  ex- 
amples of  ignorant  enthusiasts,  the  purity  of 
whose  intentions  cannot  be  doabted,  who  have 
spread  devastation  and  blooddied  over  the  face 
of  the  earth. 

These  fimatics,  instead  of  benefiting  the 
slaves  who  are  the  objects  of  thdr  regard,  have 
inflicted  serious  injuries  upon  them.  Self-pres- 
ervation is  the  firat  law  of  nature.  The  mas- 
ters, for  the  sake  of  their  wives  and  children, 
for  the  sake  of  all  that  is  near  and  dear  to  them 
on  earth,  must  tighten  the  reins  of  authority 
over  their  slaves.  The^  must  thns  counteract 
the  efforts  of  the  abolitionists.  The '  daves  are 
denied  many  indulgences  which  their  masters 
would  otherwise  cheerAilly  grant.  They  must 
he  kept  in  such  a  state  of  bondage  as  effectually 
to  prevent  their  rising.  These  are  the  ii^jarious 
effects  prodneed  hj^  liie  abolitionists  upon  the 
slave  hinisdf.  Wlulstj  on  the  one  hand,  they 
reader  his  condition  miserable,  by  presenting  to 
his  mind  vague  notions  of  freedom,  never  to  be 
realized,  on  the  other,  they  make  it  doubly 
miserable,  by  compelling  the  master  to  be  se- 
vere, in  nder  to  prevent  sdj  attempts  at  insnr- 
roetion.  They  thus  reader  it  impossible  for  the 
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master  to  tre^  his  alavs  aooording  to  the  dic- 
tates of  his  heart  and  his  fe^ga. 

Besides,  do  not  the  aboUtionista  perceire  that 
the  spirit  which  is  thus  roused  must  protract  to 
an  indefinite  period  the  emanoipation  of  the 
slave  1  The  neceasar?  effect  of  their  efforts  is 
to  render  desperate  ^ose  to  whom  the  power 
of  emancipation  excluBiTely  belongs.  I  believe 
most  conscientiously,  in  whateyer  light  this 
Bubject  can  be  vieweid,  that  the  best  interests  of 
the  slave  require  that  the  question  ^ould  be 
left,  where  the  constitution  has  left  it,  to  the 
slavefaoldtDg  States  themselves,  witiiont  foreign 
interfareooe. 

This  belDg  a  trae  statement  of  the  case,  as 
applied  to  the  States  where  slavery  exists,  what 
is  now  asked  by  these  memorudists  f  lliat  in 
this  District  of  ten  milea  sqnare — a  District 
carved  out  of  two  slav^olding  States,  and 
enrroonded  by  them  on  all  sldea— slavery  shall 
be  abolished.  What  would  be  the  effects  of 
granting  their  request  ?  Ton  would  thus  erect 
a  citadel  in  the  very  heart  of  these  States,  upon 
a  territory  which  they  have  ceded  to  you  for  a 
far  different  pnrpose,  from  which  abolitionists 
and  incendiaries  could  securely  attack  the 
peace  and  safety  of  their  citizens.  Ton  estab- 
lish a  spot  within  the  slaveholding  States  which 
wonld  he  a  taij  of  refiige  for  mnawaj  daves. 
Yon  create  by  law  a  central  point  from  which 
tiaina  of  gunpowder  may  be  securely  lidd,  ex- 
tending Into  the  snrronnung  States,  which  may 
at  any  moment  prodnce  a  feurful  and  destructive 
explosion.  By  passmg  mch  a  law,  yon  intro- 
duce the  enemy  into  the  very  bosom  of  these 
two  States,  and  afford  him  every  opportunity  to 
produce  a  servile  insurrection.  Is  there  any 
reasonable  man  who  can  for  one  moment  snp- 
pose,  that  Virginia  and  Varyland  would  have 
ceded  the  District  of  Oolumbia  to  the  United 
States,  if  they  had  entertuned  the  slightest  idea 
that  Congress  would  ever  use  it  for  such  pur- 
pose ?  They  ceded  it  for  your  use,  for  yonr 
convoiienoe,  and  notforthnr  own  destmotion. 
When  slAveiy  ceases  to  exist  under  the  laws  of 
'^^ivinta  and  Iba^land,  then,  and  not  till  then, 
ought  it  to  be  abolished  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lombia. 

Hr.  B.  said  that,  notwithstanding  theae  were 
his  opinions,  he  could  not  vote  for  the  motion 
of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Oal- 
BOUK,}  not  to  receive  these  memorials.  He 
would  not  at  present  proceed  to  state  his  reasons, 
still  hoping  the  Senate  could  yet  agree  upon 
some  course  which  would  prove  satiwactoiy  to 
all.  With  this  view,  he  moved  that  the  whole 
BuMect  be  postpcmed  nntal  Monday  next. 

Sr.  Bbotoh  rose  to  express  bis  concurrence 
in  the  sarasestion  fj£  the  Senator  from  Pennqrl- 
vaniBj  (Mr.  Bvooasus^)  that  tiie  considwanon 
of  this  Btttgect  be  postponed.  It  had  come  up 
suddenly  and  unexpectedly  to-day,  and  the 
postponement  would  give  an  opportunity  for 
Senators  to  reflect,  ana  to  confer  together,  and 
to  eondnde  what  was  best  to  be  done  where, 
all  vere  united  in  vidiing  the  same  end. 


namely,  to  allay,  and  not  to  produce,  excite- 
ment. He  had  risen  for  this  purpose;  but, 
being  on  his  feet,  he  woald  say  a  few  words  on 
the  general  subject,  which  tbe  presentation  of 
these  petitions  had  so  suddenly  and  unexpect- 
edly brought  up.  With  respect  to  the  petition- 
ers, and  those  with  whom  they  acted,  he  had 
no  doubt  but  that  many  of  them  were  good 
people,  aiming  at  benevolent  objects,  and  en- 
deavoring to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  one 
part  of  the  human  race,  without  inflicting  calam- 
ities on  another  part ;  but  they  were  mistakm 
in  their  mode  of  proceeding,  and  so  far  from 
accomplishing  any  part  of  their  object,  the 
whole  effect  of  their  interpontion  was  to  a^ra- 
vate  the  condition  of  those  in  whose  behalf  uiey 
were  Interfering.  But  there  was  another  part, 
and  he  meant  to  speak  of  tbe  abolitionists  gen- 
erally, as  the  body  containing  the  part  of  which 
he  spoke ;  there  was  another  part  whom  he 
could  not  qualify  as  good  people,  seeking  be- 
nevolent ends  by  mistaken  means,  but  as  in- 
cendiaries and  agitators,  with  diabolictd  objects 
in  view,  to  be  accomplished  by  wicked  and  de- 
plorable means.  He  did  not  go  into  the  proofs 
now  to  establish  the  correctness  of  his  opinion 
of  this  latter  class ;  but  be  presumed  it  would  be 
admitted  that  every  attempt  to  work  upon  the 
pas^ons  of  the  slaves,  and  to  ex<nte  them  to 
murder  their  owners,  was  a  w  icked  and  diaboli- 
cal attempt,  and  the  work  of^  midnight  incen- 
diary. Pictures  of  dave  d^tidation  and  mis- 
ery, and  of  the  white  man's  mxnry  and  omeltyf 
were  attempts  of  tliis  kind ;  tor  tbey  were  ap- 
peals to  the  vengeance  of  slaves,  and  not  to  the 
intolligenoe  or  reason  of  those  who  legislated 
for  them.  He  (Mr.  B.)  had  had  many  pictures 
of  this  kind,  as  well  as  many  diabolical  publica- 
tions, sent  to  him  on  this  subject,  during  the 
last  summer,  the  whole  of  which  he  had  cast 
into  the  fire,  and  shoold  not  have  thought  of 
referring  to  the  circumstance  at  this  time,  as 
displaying  the  character  of  the  incendiary  part 
of  the  aboliti<mist&  had  he  not  within  these  few 
days  past,  and  while  abolition  petitions  were 
pouring  into  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol,  re- 
ceived one  of  these  pictures,  the  design  of  which 
could  be  nothing  but  mischief  of  we  blackest 
dye.  It  was  a  print  from  an  engraving,  (and 
Mr,  B.  exhibited  it,  and  handed  it  to  Senators 
near  him,)  representing  a  large  and  spreading 
tree  of  liberty,  beneath  whose  ample  shade  a 
slave  owner  was  at  one  time  luxuriously  repos- 
ing, with  slaves  fanning  him ;  at  another  car- 
ried forth  in  a  palanquin,  to  view  the  half- 
naked  laborers  in  the  ootton-field,  whom  drivers, 
with  whips,  were  scourging  to  the  task.  The 
print  was  evidently  firom  the  alxdition  mint, 
and  came  to  him  by  some  other  conveyance 
than  that  of  tbe  mail,  fbr  there  was  no  post 
mark,  or  mark  of  any  kind,  to  identify  it-s  onrin 
and  to  indicate  its  line  of  march.  For  what 
purpose  could  such  a  plctnre  be  intended,  unless 
to  mflimie  the  passions  of  slaves  ?  And  why 
engrave  it,  except  to  multiply  copies  for  eiten- 
dre  dbtribnlion  ?  Bnt  it  was  not  pictnres  al<me 
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that  operated  npon  the  passioDB  of  the  slaves, 
Irat  speeches,  pablioations,  petitions  presented 
in  Oongress,  aad  the  whole  niachinei7  of  aboli- 
tion sooietiee.  Hone  of  these  thin^  went  to 
the  nnderetaadings  of  the  alaves,  but  to  their 
paraions,  all  impenectlj  underatood,  and  inspir- 
mg  ragne  hopes,  and  stimnlating  abortive  and 
fatal  insurrections.  Societies,  especiallj^ere 
the  foundation  of  the  greatest  mischiefs.  What- 
ever mig^it  be  their  objects,  the  slaves  never 
did,  and  never  can,  understand  them  but  in  one 
way :  as  allies  organized  for  aotioo,  and  ready 
to  march  to  tiidr  idd  on  the  first  signal  <tf  in- 
surrection I 

1&.  B.  went  on  to  say  that  these  sodeties 
had  already  perpetrated  more  mischief  than  the 
Joint  remainder  of  aU  their  lives  spent  in  pray- 
ers of  contrition,  and  in  works  of  retribution, 
conld  ever  atone  for.  They  had  thrown  the 
state  of  the  emancipation  question  fifty  years 
back.  Theyhad  subjected  every  traveller,  and 
every  emigrant,  from  the  non-slavebolding 
States,  to  be  received  with  coldness,  and  viewed 
with  suspicion  and  jealousy,  in  the  slaveholdiug 
States.  They  had  occasioned  many  slaves 
to  lose  their  lives.  They  had  caused  the 
deportation  of  many  ten  thousands  from  the 

Sain-growing  to  the  planting  States.  They 
d  caused  the  privileges  <x  all  slaves  to 
be  outailed,  and  their  bonds  to  be  more 
tightly  drawn.  Nor  was  the  mischief  of  their 
oraiduct  confined  to  slaves ;  it  reached  the  free 
colored  people,  and  opened  a  sudden  gulf  of 
m^ry  to  uiat  population.  In  all  the  slave 
StateSj  this  population  has  pidd  the  forfeit  of 
their  mtermediate  position,  and  snfiiBrod  pro- 
scription as  the  instrumoits,  real  or  suspected, 
of  the  abolition  societies.  In  all  these  States, 
their  exodns  had  either  been  enforced  or  was 
impending.  In  Missouri  there  was  a  olaoae  in 
the  constitutiwL  which  prohibited  their  emi- 
gration to  the  State :  but  that  clause  had  re- 
mained a  dead  letter  m  the  book  un^  the  agi- 
tation prodooed  among  thedavesbythe  instant 
mmbUng  ai  the  abolition  tbnnder,  led  to  the 
knowledge  in  some  instances,  and  to  the  belief 
in  others,  that  these  people  were  the  antamue 
of  the  abolitionists,  and  their  medium  for  com- 
municatiog  with  the  slaves,  and  for  exciting 
them  to  desertion  first  and  to  insurrection 
eventuidly.  Then  ensued  a  painful  scene.  The 
people  met,  resolved,  and  prescribed  thirty  days 
for  the  exodus  of  the  obnoxious  caste.  Under 
that  decree  a  general  emigration  had  to  take 
place  at  the  commencement  of  winter.  Many 
worthy  and  industrious  people  had  to  quit  their 
buuneas  and  their  hranea,  and  to  go  forth  under 
circumatancos  which  rendered  them  obiects  ^ 
Buspicioa  wherever  they  went,  and  sealed  the 
door  against  the  acquiMtion  of  new  friends, 
while  depriving  them  of  the  protection  of  old 
ones.  He  (Mr.  B.)  had  witnewed  many  instan- 
ces of  this  kind,  and  had  given  certificates  to 
several,  to  show  that  they  were  banished,  not 
for  their  ofibnoes.  but  fbr  their  misfortones;  for 
the  nUafortane  of  bdng  allied  to  the  xaoe  which 
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the  aboHtion  sodeties  had  made  the  object  of 
their  gratuitous  philanthropy. 

Having  sud  thus  much  of  the  abolition  soci- 
eties in  the  non-slaveholdin^  States,  Mr.  B. 
turned,  with  pride  and  exultation,  to  a  different 
theme— the  conduct  of  the  great  body  of  the 
people  in  all  these  States.  Before  he  saw  that 
conduct,  and  while  the  black  question,  like  a 
portentous  cloud,  was  gathering  and  darkening 
on  the  North-eastern  horizon,  he  trembled,  not 
for  the  South,  but  for  the  Union.  He  feared 
that  he  saw  the  fatal  work  of  dissdntion  about 
to  b^^  and  the  bonds  of  this  chorions  confed- 
eracy about  to  snap ;  bnt  the  eondnot  of  the 
great  body  of  the  p«^le  In  all  the  n(m-«lave- 
holdmg  3tatefl  quickly  dispelled  that  fear,  and 
in  its  place  planted  deep  the  strongest  assurance 
of  the  harmony  and  individlnlity  oi  the  Union 
which  he  had  felt  for  many  years.  Their  con- 
duct was  above  all  praise,  above  all  thanks, 
above  all  gratitude.  They  had  chased  off  the 
foreign  emissaries,  silenced  the  gabbling  tongues 
of  female  dupes,  and  dispersed  the  assemblages, 
whether  fenatictd,  visionary,  or  incendiary,  of 
all  that  congregated  to  preach  against  evils 
which  afSicted  others,  not  them,  and  to  propose 
remedies  to  aggravate  the  disease  which  they 
pretmded  to  core.  They  had  acted  with  a 
noble  spirit  They  had  exerted  a  yigat  beyond 
aU  law.  They  had  obeyed  the  enactment^  not 
of  the  statute  book,  but  of  the  heart ;  and  while 
that  spirit  was  in  the  heart,  he  cared  nothing 
for  laws  written  in  a  book.  He  would  rely 
npon  that  ^irit  to  ennplete  the  ^ood  work  it 
has  begun;  to  dryup  these  societies;  to  sepa- 
rate the  mistaken  philanthropist  from  the  reck- 
less fanatic  and  the  wicked  incendiary,  and  put 
an  end  to  publications  and  petitions  which, 
whatever  may  be  their  design,  can  have  no 
other  effect  wan  to  impede  the  object  which 
they  invoke,  and  to  aggravate  the  evil  which 
they  deplore. 

Mr.  Bbowk,  of  Nortb  OaroUna,  tAt  himself 
omatndned,  by  a  sense  of  duty  to  the  State  from 
which  he  came,  deeply  and  vitally  interested  as 
she  was,  in  every  thing  connected  with  the 
agitating  question  which  had  unexpectedly  beea 
brought  into  discussion  that  morning,  to  pr&> 
sent,  in  a  few  words,  his  views  as  to  tb^  proper 
direction  which  should  be  given  to  that  and  all 
other  petitions  relatii^  to  Euavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia.  He  felt  himself  more  especially 
called  on  to  do  so  from  the  aspect  which  the 
question  had  assumed,  in  consequence  of  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Calsoun,}  to  refuse  to  receive  Uie  petition. 
He  had  belie\^  from  the  first  time  he  bad  re- 
fiected  on  this  snbjeot^  and  subsequent  events 
had  bnt  stren^ened  tnat  conviction,  that  the 
most  proper  disposition  all  snoh  petitions  was 
to  lay  them  on  the  table  without  printing.  Thia 
course,  while  it  indicated  to  the  fanatics  that 
Oongress  will  yield  no  oonntenance  to  their 
designs,  at  the  same  time  marks  them  with 
decided  reprobation  by  a  refusal  to  print  Bnt^ 
in  his  esbmation,  anothor  reauii  gave  to  thtt 
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motion  to  lay  them  on  the  table  a  decided  pref- 
erence over  any  other  proceedings  by  which 
they  shonld  be  met.  The  ^ecnliar  merit  of  this 
motion,  as  applicable  to  this  qnestion,  is,  that  it 
preolndes  all  debate,  and  woold  thus  prevent  the 
agitation  of  a  subject  in  Congress  which  all 
shonld  deprecate  as  franfj^t  with  mischief  to 
every  portion  Of  this  hflppy  and  flourishing  con- 
federacy. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  honorable  gentlemen  who 
advocated  this  motion  had  disdaimed  all  inten- 
tion to  prodnce  af^totion  on  this  question.  He 
did  not  pretend  to  question  the  sincerity  of  their 
declarations,  and,  while  willing  to  do  every 
justice  to  their  motives,  he  must  be  allowed  to 
say  that  no  method  coold  be  devised  better  cal- 
culated, in  his  judgment,  to  prodnce  sucb  a 
result. 

Be  (Mr.  B.)  most  sincerely  believed  that  the 
best  interests  of  the  Southern  States  would  tw 
most  consulted,  by  pursuing  such  a  course  here 
as  would  harmonize  the  feeling  ^  every  seo- 
tion,  and  avoid  opening  for  ducusdon  so  dan- 
gerous and  delicate  a  question.  He  believed 
all  the  Senators  who  were  present  a  few  days 
since,  when  a  petition  of  similar  character  had 
been  i>resented  by  an  honorable  Senator,  had, 
by  tbeir  votes  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  sanctioned 
the  course  which  he  now  suggested. 

rUr.  Oalhouk,  in  explanation,  siud  that  him- 
self and  his  collea^e  were  absent  from  the 
Senate  on  the  occasion  alluded  to.] 

Hr.  B.  resumed  his  remarks,  and  said  that 
he  had  made  no  reference  to  the  votes  of  any 
partioular  member  of  that  body,  bat  whdt  he 
had  said  was,  that  a  similar  petition  had  been 
laid  on  the  table  without  objection  from  any 
one,  and  consequently  by  a  unanimons  vote  of 
the  Senators  present.  Here,  then,  was  a  most 
emphatic  declaration,  by  gentlemen  represent- 
ing the  Northern  States  as  well  as  those  from 
other  parts  of  the  Union,  by  this  vote,  that  they 
will  entortun  no  attempt  at  legislation  on  the 
question  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
why,  then,  asked  Mr.  B.,  should  we  now  adopt 
a  mode  of  proceeding  calculated  to  disturb  the 
harmonious  action  of  the  Senate,  which  had 
been  produced  by  the  former  vote  ?  Why  (he 
would  respectftdly  ask  of  honorable  gentiemen 
who  press  the  motion  to  refhse  to  receive  the 
petition)  and  for  what  beneficial  purpose  do 
they  press  itf  By  perking  in  snch  a  course 
it  would,  beyond  all  doubt,  open  a  wide  range 
of  discussion ;  it  would  not  foil  to  call  forth  a 
great  diversity  of  opinion  in  relation  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  right  to  petition  under  the  constitu- 
tion. Nor  would  it  be  confined  to  that  question 
alone,  judging  from  an  expression  which  had 
faUen  from  an  honorable  gentieman  from  Vir- 
ginia (Mr.  Ttlsb)  in  the  course  of  this  debate. 
That  gentieman  had  declared  his  preference  for 
a  direct  negative  vote  by  the  Senate,  as  to  the 
constitutional  power  of  Congress  to  emancipate 
slaves  la  the  District  of  Columbia.  He,  for  one, 
\  protested,  pditioally  speaUng,  ag^nst  opening 
Y  this  ^uiOOTa^  box  in  the  udls  of  Congress. 


For  all  beneficial  and  practical  purposes,  an 
overwhelming  m^ority  of  the  members  repre- 
senting the  Northern  States  were  with  the 
South,  in  opposition  to  any  interference  with 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  If  there 
was  half  a  dozen  in  both  branches  of  CJongreas 
who  did  not  stand  in  entire  opporition  to  any 
interferuioe  with  slaveir  in  tus  District,  or 
elsewhere,  he  had  yet  to  learn  it  Was  it  wise, 
was  it  pmdent,  was  it  magnanimous,  in  gentle- 
men representing  the  Southern  States^  to  urge 
this  matter  still  farther,  and  say  to  oar  Noru- 
em  friends  in  Congre^  "  Gentlemen,  we  all 
agree  in  the  general  condoEdon,  that  Congress 
should  not  interfere  in  this  question,  but  we 
wish  to  know  your  reasons  for  arriving  at  this 
conclusion;  we  wish  you  to  declare,  by  your 
votes,  whether  you  arrive  at  this  result  because 
you  think  it  unconstitutional,  or  not  ? Mr. 
B.  said  that  he  would  yield  to  none  in  zeal  in 
sustaining  and  support^,  to  the  extent  of  his 
abiUty,  what  he  beueved  to  be  the  true  interests 
of  the  South ;  but  he  shonld  take  leave  to  say 
that,  when  the  almost  united  will  of  boui 
branches  of  Congress,  for  all  practical  purposes, 
was  with  UB,  against  all  interference  on  this 
subject,  he  should  not  hazard  the  peace  and 
quiet  of  the  country  by  going  on  a  Quixotic 
expedition  in  pursuit  of  abstract  constitutional 
questions.  He  would  not  quarrel  with  gentie- 
men so  long  as  they  continued  in  the  determi- 
nation not  to  interfere  in  this  question,  even  if 
they  did  not  come  to  that  determination  by 
precisely  the  same  mode  of  reasoning  with  him- 
self. Mr.  B.  said  it  appeared  to  huu  that  the 
true  oourseof  those  representing  the  South  here 
was  to  occnpy  a  defeni^ve  position,  so  loi^  as 
others  were  disposed  not  to  disouBS  it,  and  Con- 
gress refrised  to  exert  uiy  lemslative  authority 
over  the  subject.  When  mat  attempt  was 
mode,  if  it  ever  should  be,  he  should  say  the 
time  for  discussion  had  passed,  and  a  period 
had  arrived  which  called  for  other  and  more 
vigorous  means  of  self-defence. 

Another,  and  not  the  least  weighty,  reason 
h[^  operated  on  his  mind  in  bringmg  it  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  motion  to  r^ect  the  petition 
was  iiyadicious.  If  successful,  nothing  would 
perhaps  be  more  a«^eable  to  the  fanatics  (he 
tboDgnt  th«y  should  be  more  properly  called 
fiends  in  human  shd^  who  would  endeavor  to 
1^  waste  the  happmess  and  liberties  of  this 
country)  than  the  intelligence  that  they  had 
received  this  mark  of  notice,  and  to  them,  of 
consequence,  from  the  Congress  of  tiie  United 
States.  Mr.  B.  said,  in  his  judgment,  that  man 
was  but  littie  skilled  in  the  passions  of  the 
human  breast,  who  did  not  know  that  there  was 
no  error,  however  great,  nor  any  heresy,  how- 
ever abominable,  either  in  religion  or  politics, 
which  might  not  be  aided  by  the  cry  of  perse- 
cution, however  unfounded  it  might  be  in  &ct. 
Fanaticism  wonld  seize  on  It,  to  mUst  the  sym- 
mthies  of  the  weak  and  ignorant  in  th^  behalt 
Wicked  and  fanatical  men  had  done  this,  in  all 
ages,  and  he  doubted  not  but  the  ™*Hgwmt 
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qnzitowhohad  been  laboring  in  this  detestable 
Tocation,  wonld  cnnninglj  seek  to  avail  them- 
■eWea  of  any  means  to  farther  their  diabolical 
designs.  Another,  and,  with  him,  eqnally  de- 
oisire  reason  against  any  course  calculated  to 
throw  the  snbject  open  to  discosaion  here,  was 
the  almost  universal  manifestation  at  the  North, 
daring  the  past  sommer  and  fall,  of  that  frater- 
nal and  patriotic  feeling  towards  the  Sonth, 
which  he  trusted  would  continue  to  exert  its 
happ7  effect  in  preserving,  onimp^red,  the 
b(Hi(u  of  the  anion  of  tiiese  States.  Her^oiced 
at  this  strong  devcdopment  of  feeUng,  not  only 
beoanse  it  had  omtribated  to  repress  the  move- 
ments of  dangerous  enemies  to  the  peace  and 
hi^pinees  of  onr  conntry  in  that  quarter,  but 
because  it  had  dispelled  the  insidious  misrep- 
resentations in  r^ud  to  the  sentiments  of  the 
great  body  of  the  Nortiiem  people,  whioh  cer- 
tain presses  had,  as  he  believed,  both  in  the 
North  and  South,  moat  industriously  ased,  for 
the  most  nnister  purposes.  What  were  the 
facts,  as  to  the  pnblic  opinion  of  the  North,  on 
this  subject  f  fiat  a  short  time  had  passed  by 
since  most  of  the  active  leaders  of  this  fiutatical 
band  were  oontenqttible  foritives,  in  different 
parte  of  the  North,  where  uie;-  had  attempted 
to  exhibit,  tctm  the  innilted  and  generous  in- 
dignation of  a  pabiotio  people^  vbo  wished  to 
preserve  tiie  peace  of  the  country  and  their  ob- 
ligations to  OS  as  members  of  the  same  confed- 
eracy. That  an  active  and  daring  band  of  these 
incendiariec  existed  none  could  doubt,  but  that 
they  formed  a  very  small  portion  of  the  great 
mass  of  the  Northern  people,  we  not  only  had 
the  assurances  of  pabUo  meetings,  which  had 
assembled  almost  throughout  that  quarter,  at- 
tended by  the  moat  respectable  and  distinguished 
fdtizeni^  bnt  we  had  here,  but  a  short  time  since, 
the  deelarationa  of  many  of  the  Senators  from 
tlie  ncm-daveholding  States,  that  this  daas  at 
individnalB  was  bat  small,  and  that  they  w«n 
coontenanced  by  no  respectable  portion  m  tiioee 
States.  He  had  been  assured,  sinoe  his  arrival 
here,  by  gentlemen  representing  the  Ncnihem 
States,  that  an  aboUtion  discourse  could  not  be 
delivered  among  those  whom  they  represented, 
without  endangering  the  safety  of  the  person 
attempting  it.  In  addition  to  this,  he  would 
say,  that  the  action  of  the  Federal  Government, 
through  the  Post  Office  Department,  was  pro- 
tective of  the  rights  of  the  South  against  incen- 
diary publications.  If  postmasters  to  the 
North  and  Soatii  (Ud  their  duty,  as  sanctioned 
by  the  head  of  that  Department,  these  enemies 
of  oar  Government  and  of  the  hnman  race  were 
cat  off  from  circulating,  through  that  medium, 
their  firebrands  of  mischief.  Under  these  cir- 
onmstances,  was  this  a  time  for  us  to  throw 
open  the  door  to  disousaion  on  this  subject,  and 
thus  assist  in  exacerbating  feelings  which  had 
already  been  enough  excited  ?  He  thought  it 
only  necessary  to  contrast  the  proceedings  of 
the  Senate  on  the  petition  to  which  be  had  be- 
fore allnded,  and  which  bad  been  laid  on  the 
table  by  the  unanimoos  vote  of  the  Senators 
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present,  with  the  proceedings  of  to-day,  to 
show  the  decided  wisdom  of  taking  the  same 
course  in  relation  to  the  present  and  all  amilar 
petitions.  The  petition  which  had  been  quietiy 
mumed  by  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  had 
scarcely  been  thought  of  or  heard  of  sinoe,  con- 
signed as  it  had  been  to  the  intdgnificance  and 
contempt  of  mortifying  n^ect  and  want  of 
notice.  What  was  the  fact,  in  relation  to  the 
propoeed  mode  of  proceeding,  as  to  the  present 
petition!  The  Senate  had  already  fbnnd  itsdf 
engaged  in  a  delutte,  wbieb  np  one  eoald  fOTesee 
the  direction  o^  thns  producing  agitation,  and 
digni^ring  with  nndnerved,  and,  no  doubt, 
gratifying  notoriety  to  the  bnatica,  a  miserable 
effusion,  which,  but  for  this  proceeding,  voald 
have  &llen  into  obscurity  and  contempt. 

iir.  Fbbston  sud :  I  was  not  in  my  seat  when 
a  petition  similar  to  this  was  a  few  days  since 
laid  npon  the  table.  Had  I  been,  it  would  not 
have  gone  there  tub  tilentw.  Sir,  I  must  ex- 
press my  astonishment  at  the  remarks  of  the 
gentieman  from  North  Carolina,  Has  this  dis- 
ouBsion  1>eeQ  brought  on  by  t^o  Southern  States  f 
No^  sir.  Is  discussion  of  any  kind  unne- 
cessary I  Is  there  nothing  peonliar  in  the  as- 
pect aSbirs ;  no  extraormnaryeffmis  making 
at  the  North ;  nothing  unusual  in  pnbUc  senti- 
ment and  feeling  to  aatborize  this  diacnsaion  f 
Sir,  why  has  not  Nortii  CaroHna  taken  up  thia 
matter  and  in  this  way  before } 

Every  governor  of  every  slaveholding  State 
has  called  the  attention  of  its  Legislature  to  this 
subject ;  the  whole  public  mind  has  been  con- 
vulsed ;  all  men  of  all  parties  are  shaken  and 
excited ;  and  lo  I  the  Senator  from  North  Caro- 
lina exhorts  us  to  be  quiet  An  enemy,  savage, 
remorseless,  and  indignant,  is  thundering  at  onr 
gates,  and  the  gentleman  tells  us  to  fold  oar 
arms.  Our  hearths  and  altars  are  ranning  with 
Uood  ttai  in  flnnee ;  be  (^uiet,  says  the  gentie- 
man. The  storm  ia  bursting  upon  us  that  b  to 
sweep  away  the  bulwarks  of  our  freedom  and 
union,  and  fill  the  land  with  convulsion  and 
anarchy;  but  sit  still,  says  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator. He  sees  no  danger,  no  cause  of  alarm ; 
no,  not  the  slightest.  Petitioners,  the  mad  in- 
struments for  accomplishing  tiiis  unhallowed 
work,  are  thronging  here  by  thousands ;  incen- 
diary pamphlets  are  circulated ;  incendiuT' 
meetings  held ;  insult,  threats,  and  dennnda- 
tiona,  are  heaped  upon  ns ;  but  we  are  not  to 
lift  a  voice  or  ruse  a  finger.  Oh  I  no,  nr; 
kecfp  qaiet,  all  around  is  a  perfect  calm.  Sir^ 
we  whoee  Uvea  and  property  are  at  atakfc  we 
who  have  eveir  motive  to  move,  are  we  uona 
to  be  qniet!  It  may  be  that  there  is  some  ob- 
ject in  this.  It  may  be  that  wicked  and  design- 
mg  men  have  mixed  up  this  matter  with  others 
foreign  to  it.  I  trust  not,  sir ;  I  tmst  that  all 
parties  will  act  in  harmony  with  each  other  on 
a  point  which  so  immediately  affects  the  publio 
weal.  The  South,  sir,  has  not  produced  tlua 
excitement.  Shehasnot  sought tnisdiscusuon. 
It  has  been  accomplished  by  other  men  and 
other  means.  By  these  aelfish  and  morose  fa- , 
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naotics — these  wild  distorbers,  whose  schemes 
will  involve  this  comitrr  and  the  world  in  oon- 
ftuion  and  oalamit^.  This  is  the  ohild  ot  agita- 
tion—of  that  a^tation  which  drives  our  very 
women  from  the  decencies  and  dnties  of  tlieir 
sex. 

The  question  q£  poa^Mmement  till  Monday 
was  then  determined  in  the  affirmative. 


MoHSAT,  Jannary^  11. 

The  honorable  A.  Outhbebt,  firom  Georgia, 
appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

Ctdn  QaofUrly  MuUng  MemariaL 

After  the  reception  (tf  snn^  exeoative  oom- 
mnDioationi  and  memorials, 

Mr.  BiTOBAKAK  said  he  was  now  about  to 
present  the  memorial  of  the  Oaln  quarterly 
meeting  of  the  religions  society  of  Fneads  in 
Pennsylvania,  requesting  Oongreas  to  abolish 
slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the  IMstrict  of 
Columbia.  On  this  subject  he  had  expressed 
his  opinions  to  the  Senate  on  Thursday  last, 
and  be  bad  no  disposition  to  repeat  tiiem  at 
present.  He  would  say,  however,  that,  on  a 
review  of  these  questions,  be  was  perfeotiy 
satisfied  with  them.  All  he  should  now  say 
was,  that  the  memorial  which  be  was  about  to 

{ present  was  perfectiy  respeotfbl  in  its  language, 
ndeed,  It  ooald  not  possibly  be  otherwise  con- 
sidering the  respectable  source  from  whfoh  it 
fflnanated. 

It  would  become  his  duty  to  make  some 
motion  in  regard  to  tills  memorial.  On  Thurs- 
day last  he  had  suggested  that,  in  his  judgment, 
the  best  course  to  pursue  was  to  refer  these 
memorials  to  a  select  committee,  or  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Oolombia.  He  still 
thought  so;  but  he  now  found  that  insur- 
mountable obstacles  presented  themselves  to 
such  a  reference. 

In  presenting  this  memorial,  and  in  exerting 
himself  so  far  as  in  him  1^,  to  secure  for  it 
that  re^Motable  recmtion  by  tiie  Senate  which 
it  deserved,  he  dioula  do  his  duty  to  the  memo- 
rialists. After  it  should  obt^  tiiis  reception, 
he  should  have  a  dnty  to  perform  to  himself 
and  to  his  country.  He  was  clearly  of  opinion, 
for  the  reasons  he  had  stated  on  Thursday  last, 
that  Oongresa  ought  not,  at  this  time,  to  abolish 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  tttat  it 
was  our  duty  promptly  to  place  this  exciting 
question  at  rest  He  shotud  therefore  move 
uiat  the  memorial  be  read,  and  that  tiie  prayer 
of  the  memorialists  be  r^eoted. 

Mr.  Fbebton  stud  that  the  question  was  al- 
ready Tused  by  his  colleague,  and  he  trusted 
that  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  would  not 
ui^  any  action  on  this  petitW  mitil  scmfie  dis- 
poBition  was  made  of  the  one  presented  on 
Thursday  by  the  gentieman  firom  OUa 

The  memorial,  &o.,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
taUe. 


XoNDAT,  January  18. 
Th«  Xfnittd  Statu  and  Fntwe — Mmagtfrcm 
the  Preaident — JXplomatU  Intereoune  3a^ 
p0nd»i~~So9tile  DemonttratiofU. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States : 

To  the  Senate  and  Some  of  R^reemiatmet : 

Gentlemen ;  In  my  Hessige  tiie  openly  of 
your  seerim  I  infonned  you  that  oar  disigi  d'a&res 
at  Paris  had  been  insbiicted  to  ask  for  Uie  finiJ 
determination  of  the  French  Govenmient,  in  relation 
to  the  payment  of  the  indeiDiuflcatiOD  secured  by  the 
treaty  of  the  4t]i  of  July,  1B8I,  and  that  when  advices 
of  the  result  should  be  reoeived  it  would  be  made 
the  snljeet  of  a  medal  eommmdeatlon. 

la  exeooUon  of  tids  dedgn,  I  now  transnilt  to  you 
the  pq>ers  numbered  from  oaa  to  thirteen,  indudve, 
ooDtaining,  among  other  ttungs,  the  cwrespODdenoe 
on  this  snlneot  between  oor  charge  d'aJftirea  and 
the  Frendi  Minister  of  Foreign  A&ira,  from  which 
will  be  seen  that  France  requires,  as  a  conditioD 
precedent  to  the  execution  of  a  treaty  uncondition- 
ally ratified,  and  to  the  payment  of  a  debt  acknowl- 
edged by  all  the  branches  <tf  her  Oovemment  to  be 
due,  that  e^danations  shall  be  made,  of 

which  she  dictates  the  terms.  These  terms  are  such 
as  that  Government  has  already  been  officially  in- 
formed cannot  be  complied  with ;  and,  if  pei^sted 
in,  they  moat  bo  considered  as  a  deliberate  refhsal 
on  the  part  of  France  to  fulfil  engagements  bindii^ 
by  the  laws  of  nationa,  and  held  sacred  by  the  whole 
civilized  worid.  The  nature  of  the  act  which  France 
requires  from  this  Government  is  clearly  set  forth  in 
the  tetter  of  the  French  minister,  muked  Ko.  4. 
"We  will  pay  the  money,"  says  he,  "when  the 
GoTemment  of  the  United  States  is  read^,  on  its 
partj  to  declare  to  us,  by  addressing  its  claim  to  us 
officially,  in  writing,  that  it  regrets  the  misunder- 
standing wUch  has  ariSm  between  the  two  countries ; 

&is  miaunderstandlng  Is  founded  on  a  mistake ; 
that  it  never  entered  into  its  intendon  to  call  in 
question  the  good  faith  of  the  IVencfa  Government, 
nor  to  take  a  menacing  attitude  towards  France ; " 
and  he  adds,  "if  the  Government  of  the  Uidted 
States  does  not  give  this  asBumnoe,  we  shall  be 
obliged  to  tUnfc  UmU  flds  misanderstandhw  is  not 
the  result  of  an  error."  In.  the  letter  mariuid  No.  0, 
the  French  minister  also  remarks,  "that  the  Oovem- 
ment of  the  United  States  knows  that  i^on  itself 
depends  henceforward  the  exeontloii  of  the  treaty 
July*,  ISSl." 

Obliged,  by  the  {nedse  language  thus  used  by  the 
French  minister,  to  view  it  as  a  peremptory  refhsal  to 
execute  the  treaty,  except  on  terms  incompatible 
with  the  honor  and  independence  of  the  United 
States,  and  persuaded  that,  on  considering  the  cor- 
respondence now  submitted  to  you,  you  can  r^ard 
it  in  no  other  light,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  call  your 
attention  to  sndi  measures  as  the  exigency  of  the 
case  demands,  if  the  claim  tA  interfering  in  the 
conununteadons  between  the  dUferent  branches  of 
our  Government  shall  be  petalsted  In.  Ttds  preten- 
sion is  rendered  the  more  unreasonable  by  the  fact 
that  the  substaaoe  of  the  required  explanation  has 
been  repeatedly  aud  voluntaiily  given,  before  it 
was  insisted  on  as  a  condition — a  condition  the  more 
hunuliating,  because  it  is  demanded  as  the  equivalent 
of  a  pecimiary  ecndderation.  Does  France  dedre 
only  a  declaration  that  we  had  no  intention  to  obtain 
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onrri^ita  byan  addraw  to  her  ftan  rather  than  to 
hw  Jnstieer  She  haa  abeadj  had  %  frankly  and 
exididtlj  g^ven  by  onr  minlrter  aoereditod  to  her 
GoTemment,  h»  act  ratified  by  me,  and  my  con- 
firmation of  it  officially  ccHDmiinicated  by  liim,  in  hia 
letter  to  the  IVench  UiniHter  of  Fcneign  AS&ia  of 
the  26(h  of  AfniE,  1835,  and  repeated  by  my  pab- 
liabed  appronl  of  that  letter  after  dw  paiaage  of  the 
Mil  rfindemnMlcaflwL  Does  Ftamee  mnt  a  degrad- 
ing, Bervfle  repetition  <^  this  act,  in  temu  wUdi  ohe 
shall  dictate,  and  whidi  will  InTdre  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  her  aflsamed  right  to  interfere  in  our 
domealic  councita  f  She  will  never  obtaio  it.  The 
s[Mrtt  of  the  AmericaD  people,  Ihs  dignity  of  the 
Legialatare,  and  the  firm  raaoire  of  thdr  ezeeotire 
Oovemment,  focUd  it. 

As  the  answer  of  the  F^encb  ndnister  to  onr  dttrg^ 
d'albires  at  Faiia  contains  an  allusion  to  a  letter 
addressed  by  htm  to  the  representaliTe  of  France 
at  this  place,  it  now  becomes  proper  to  lay  before 
yon  the  correspondence  had  between  that  fiincti<»iary 
and  the  Secretary  of  State  reladre  to  that  letter,  and 
to  accompany  the  same  with  such  ezplanationa  aa 
will  enaUe  yon  to  nndentand  the  course  itf  the 
Exeenttre  in  r^ard  to  it  Becnning  to  the  his- 
torical statement  made  at  the  commenoement  of 
your  aesdoQ,  of  the  origin  and  progreas  of  onr 
diffleultiee  with  i^ce,  it  will  be  recollected  that, 
on  the  return  of  our  minister  to  the  United  States,  I 
csnsed  my  official  approval  of  the  explaoatioos  he 
had  given  to  the  ftradt  Widster  ai  Fwdgn  AJlUt& 
to  be  made  pnUlo.  As  the  TrmA  GovenuiMnt  had 
noticed  the  measnge  without  its  bdng  offldally  com- 
municated, it  was  not  doubted  that,  if  they  were 
dispooed  to  pay  the  money  due  to  us,  they  would 
nodce  any  public  explanation  of  the  Goveromeat 
oS  the  United  States  in  the  same  way.  But  contrary 
to  these  well-foanded  expectations,  the  Frendk  min- 
istry did  not  take  this  biv  opptMaakj  to  relieve 
themselves  from  their  nnfortonate  portion,  and  to  do 
justice  to  the  Umted  States. 

Whilst,  however,  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  was  awaiting  the  movements  of  the  French 
Govoromrat,  in  perfect  confidence  that  the  diiSculty 
wu  at  an  end,  the  Secretary  of  Stete  received  a  call 
from  the  Fraieh  oharg6  d'alEdres  in  Washington, 
idio  desired  to  read  to  him  a  letter  he  had  received 
from  the  French  Hiniater  of  Foreign  Afl^rs.  He 
was  asked  whether  he  was  instruct^  or  directed  to 
make  any  official  commnnicatlon,  and  replied  Hat 
he  was  only  authorized  to  read  the  letter,  and 
furnish  a  copy  if  requested.  The  snbatanoe  of  its 
contents,  it  is  progomed,  may  be  gathered  firom  Noe. 
4  and  6,  herewith  tnoanitted.  It  was  an  attempt  to 
make  known  to  the  Gorerammt  of  the  Uidted  States, 
privately,  in  what  manner  it  oonld  make  ezfdanations, 
^>parently  voluntary,  but  really  dictated  by  Fiance, 
acceptable  to  her,  and  thus  obtain  payment  of  Uie 
twcDty-fire  milUons  of  francs.  Ho  exception  was 
taken  to  this  mode  of  commmaication,  wbicb  is  often 
used  to  prepare  the  way  for  official  interoooise,  but 
the  sng^ieslioos  made  in  it  were,  tn  thdr  substance, 
wholly  madndsriUe.  Not  being  in  the  shape  an 
offidal  eommunication  to  this  Government,  it  did 
not  admit  of  reply  or  official  notice,  nor  could  it 
safely  be  made  the  basiB  of  any  action  by  the  Execu- 
tive or  the  Legislature ;  and  the  Seoetary  of  State 
did  not  diink  raoper  to  aak  a  o^y,  betaose  he  ocmld 
have  no  oM  for  it.  Ot^iies  of  papen^  oiaAed  Koa. 
B,  10^  and  11,  show  aa  attempt  on  the  part  of  tfaa 
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F^endi  cfaargi  d'aflUre^  many  we^  afterwards^ 
tofdaoe  aec^of  tUs  paper  amcmg  die  ardnves  of 

this  Govemmmt,  irtiicfa,  for  obnous  reasona,  was  not 
allowed  to  be  done ;  but  the  assDrance  before  given 
was  repeated,  that  any  offidal  oommnnicati<m  wiiitdi 
he  migot  be  authoriseid  to  make  in  the  aocnstomed 
form  would  receive  prompt  and  just  oonBdaatkm. 
The  ind)8creti<Hi  of  this  atteinpt  was  made  Bive 
manifest  by  the  sohaeqaeot  avDwal  of  Ute  Atsidi 
charge  d'aHBurea,  that  the  object  was  to  imng  the 
letter  before  Congress  and  the  Amtfrifn  people.  If 
foreign  agents,  on  a  satyect  of  disagreonent  between 
their  GovermnaLt  and  Uiis,  wi^  to  prefer  an  appeal 
to  the  Amerkan  peoide^  th^  will  hereafter,  it  ie 
hiqiied,  better  appreciate  th^  own  ri^ila,  and  the 
reqiect  due  to  others,  tiban  to  attempt  to  use  the 
Exeentive  as  the  passive  organ  of  their  eommomca- 
tions.  It  is  due  to  the  dMwacter  of  our  institetionB 
that  the  diplomatic  interconise  o£  this  Qovenunent 
should  be  conducted  with  the  utmost  directnes  and 
aimididty,  and  that  in  all  cases  of  importance,  the 
onnmiuucations  received  or  made  by  the  Ezecidive 
should  aSBOme  the  acoostomed  offidal  fcmn.  It  is 
onlybyinristing  on  tUa  farm  that  foreign  powencan 
be  hdd  to  full  leqxMiBilMlity ;  that  their  commnnica- 
tions  can  be  <^dally  reified  to ;  or  that  the  advice 
or  interference  of  the  Le^^ature  can,  with  |»(q>iie^, 
be  invited  by  the  Premd^t.  This  course  is  also  beet 
calculated,  on  the  one  hand,  to  shield  that  officer 
from  unjust  soHHdons ;  and,  on  the  other,  to  sidgect 
this  ptntioo  at  lus  acts  to  ptiiSo  somliny,  snd^  if 
oooanca  shall  require  it,  to  eonatitatloBai  adinnd- 
vernon.  It  was  the  more  neeessary  to  adhere  to 
these  iHinciples  in  the  inslraoe  in  question,  inaanncfa 
as,  in  addition  to  other  important  interests,  it  very 
intimately  concerned  the  national  honor ;  a  matto-, 
in  my  judgment,  mndt  too  saored  to  be  made  the 
■uUeot  of  private  and  imofficial  negotiation. 

It  wOl  be  perceived  tiiat  this  letter  of  the  Fkencfa 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affiurs  was  read  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  on  the  11th  of  September  last.  This  was 
the  first  authentic  indication  of  the  qiedfic  views  of 
the  Flrench  Government  received  by  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  after  the  pasnge  of  the  ImU  of 
indemnification.  TmhhmA  «s  Ae  lettM  Imd  been 
written  before  the  official  notice  of  my  approval  of 
Mr.  livingston's  last  e]q>lanation  and  reoMuiatranoe 
could  have  reached  Paris,  just  ground  of  hope  was 
left,  as  has  been  before  stated,  that  the  Frencb 
Government,  on  teodving  that  inftHmation  in  the 
same  manner  the  alleged  ofitodin^  meseage  had 
readied  them,  would  demst  from  their  extraordinary 
demand,  and  pay  the  mmey  at  Mice.  To  ^ve 
them  an  mortoni^  to  do  so,  and,  at  all  erenla,  to 
elicit  their  final  determmatitm,  and  the  ground  they 
intended  to  occupy,  the  in8tructi<H)s  were  ^ven  to 
ourdiargd  d'affii^es  winch  were  adverted  to  at  the 
commencement  of  the  present  scaaion  of  Congress. 
The  result,  as  you  have  seen,  is  a  demand  of  an 
o&aal  written  eqnession  of  r^rels,  and  a  direct 
ex|danitiob  addressed  to  nance,  with  s  distfaiet 
intimation  Oat  tids  is  a  auu  qua  no*. 

Ur,  Barton  having,  in  pnisuanoe  his  instnic- 
tions,  returned  to  the  United  States,  and  the  diarg6 
d'affidree  France  having  been  recalled,  all  dipto- 
matio  intercourse  between  the  two  countries  is  sus- 
pended— a  state  of  things  originating  in  an  unreason- 
able susceptibility  on  the  part  of  the  Frendi  Govern- 
ment, and  rendered  neoefoary  on  our  part  hj  their 
refusal  to  pofbnn  eiv«gemeato  outuned  in  a  toMty, 
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from  the  faithful  perfomiADce  of  which  by  us  they 
■le  to  this  day  enjoying  many  importaut  oommeraal 
adnntagea. 

It  is  time  that  this  unequal  position  of  tStin 

should  cease,  and  tiiat  l^slatiTe  action  diould 
be  brought  to  euatain  executive  exertion  in  such 
measures  as  the  case  requires.  While  France  pertista 
in  her  refusal  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  a  treaty, 
Ae  object  of  which  was,  by  removing  all  causes  ol 
mutual  complaint,  to  renew  ancient  HeeUngs  of 
fitendiblp,  and  to  uidte  the  two  natiraia  in  the  oonds 
ftf  amity,  and  of  a  mutually  beneficial  commerce,  die 
cannot  justly  complain  if  we  adopt  such  peaceful 
remedies  as  the  law  of  nations  and  the  droamstancce 
of  the  case  may  authorize  and  demand.  Of  tiie 
nature  of  these  remedies  I  baTe  heretofore  had 
OOOidon  to  q>eak ;  and,  in  referatoe  to  a  particular 
owtii^ncy,  to  express  my  conviction  that  reprisals 
would  be  best  adapted  to  the  emergency  then  con- 
templated, ^ce  that  period,  France,  by  all  the 
departments  of  her  GoTemmeut,  has  acknowledged 
the  validity  of  our  claims  and  the  obligations  of  the 
treaty,  and  has  appropriated  the  moneys  which  are 
neoeseary  to  its  execution;  and  thou^  payment  is 
withheld  on  grounds  vitally  important  to  our  exist- 
enoe  as  an  independent  nation,  it  is  not  to  be  believed 
that  she  can  have  determined  permanentiy  to  retain 
a  position  so  utterly  indefensible.  In  tbe  altered 
state  of  the  questions  in  coatroveisy,  and  under  all 
existing  circumstances,  it  appears  to  me  that,  until 
bimAi  a  determination  slull  have  become  evident,  it  will 
be  proper  and  sufficient  to  retaliate  her  present 
reftasal  to  comidy  with  her  eugaKementa  by  pniUU^ 
ing  the  introdo<^on  of  FrracE  products  and  the 
entry  of  Frendi  vessels  into  our  porta.  Between 
tlua  and  tiic  intmliction  of  all  commercial  Inter- 
oonrse,  or  other  remediee,  you,  as  the  representatives 
of  the  people,  must  determine.  I  recommend  tbe 
former,  in  the  raesent  posture  of  our  afikirs,  as 
being  the  least  fadaEiona  to  our  commerce,  and  as 
attended  with  the  least  difBmlty  of  retnming  to  the 
tisoal  state  of  fHendly  interoouree,  If  the  Oovemment 
of  Fruice  shaU  render  oa  the  justice  that  is  due ; 
and  also  as  a  proper  preUminaiy  stqi  to  stmnger 
meastires,  should  tbdr  adopticni  be  rendered  neeea- 
aary  by  subsequent  events. 

The  return  of  onr  cfaarg^  d'aflUies  is  attended 
with  pnblie  notices  of  nanl  preparations  on  the  part 
of  Fnnoe,  destined  for  our  seas.  Of  the  cause  and 
Intent  of  these  annaments  I  have  no  authentic  infot^ 
mation,  nor  any  other  means  of  judging,  except 
such  as  are  common  (o  yourselves  and  to  the  public ; 
but  whatever  may  be  their  object,  we  are  not  at 
liberty  to  regard  them  as  unconnected  with  the 
measures  which  hostile  movements  on  the  part  of 
Fianoa  xaaj  compel  na  to  poisue.  They  at  least 
deserve  to  be  met  by  adequate  pcqiaraltona  on  onr 
part,  and  I  therefore  stron^^y  nige  laige  and  speedy 
^)propriations  for  the  increase  <»  the  navy,  and  the 
completion  of  our  ooast  defences. 

If  this  array  of  mih'taiy  force  be  really  designed 
to  affect  the  action  of  the  GoTemment  and  pec^le  of 
the  United  Btates  on  the  qne^iona  now  pending 
between  the  two  nations,  tlwn  indeed  would  it  be 
dishomwable  to  panse  a  moment  on  the  alternative 
wbidi  such  a  state  ofthii^  would  present  to  us.  Come 
iriiat  may,  the  explanation  whidi  France  demands 
can  never  be  accorded;  and  no  armament,  however 
powerful  and  imposing,  at  a  diatanoe,  or  on  onr 
coast,  will,  I  trust,  deter  us  from  discfaargbig  the 


high  duties  whidi  we  owe  to  our  constituents,  to  oui 
national  character,  and  to  the  world. 

The  Hooae  of  Kqiresentatives,  at  the  close  cS  fho 
last  seadoD  of  Congress,  unanimously  resolved  that 
the  treaty  of  the  4l£  of  July,  1831,  ^ould  be  main- 
tained, aikd  its  execution  in^sted  on  by  the  United 
States,  It  is  due  to  the  welfare  of  the  human  race, 
not  less  than  to  our  own  interests  and  honor,  that 
this  resolution  should,  at  all  hazards,  be  adhered  to. 

after  so  signal  an  example  as  tiiat  given  by  the 
American  pec^  during  tadr  long-protracted  dlffi> 
cutties  with  France,  of  forbearance  \mder  accumulated 
wrongs,  and  of  generous  confidence  in  her  ultimate 
return  to  justice,  she  shall  now  be  permitted  to  with- 
hold from  us  the  tardy  and  imperfect  indemnification 
which,  after  yeats  of  remonstrance  and  discusuon,  had 
at  length  been  aolemnly  agreed  on  by  tiie  treaty  of 
1881,  and  to  set  at  nought  the  obligaticai  It  Imposes, 
the  United  States  will  not  be  the  only  sutrerera.  The 
efibrts  of  humanity  and  religion  to  substitute  the 
appeals  of  justice  and  the  arbitrament  of  reason  for 
the  coerdve  measures  usually  resorted  to  by  injured 
nations  will  receive  littie  encouragement  fWnn  such 
an  issue.  By  the  selection  and  eiwircement  of  such 
lawful  and  expedient  measures  as  may  be  necessary 
to  prevent  a  result  so  injurious  to  ourselves,  and  so 
btal  to  the  hopes  of  the  philanthropist,  we  shall 
ther^ore  not  only  preserve  tiie  pecuniary  Interests 
of  onr  citizens,  the  independence  of  our  Government, 
and  the  honor  of  our  country,  but  do  much,  it  may  be 
hoped,  to  vindicate  the  faith  of  treaties,  and  to  pro- 
mote the  general  intovsta  of  peace,  avillzation,  and 
improveznent. 

AITDRBW  JACKSON. 
WAflHIKOTOH,  January  16,  18S6. 

The  Message  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Clat  moved  that  tlie  Menage,  with  the 
accompanying  docaments,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

The  Message  and  docDmeDts  were  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Belations, 
as  moved  1^^  Mr.  Clat. 


Tdudat,  Janaary  19. 
Slavery  in  the  JHttriet^  Columbia. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  qnestion  on  the  petition,  fir<XQ  sundry  citi* 
zens  of  Ohio,  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia ;  the  question  being,  "  Shall  the 
petition  be  received  ? " 

Mr.  Leiob  stated  the  predse  qnestion  before 
the  Senate  to  be,  whetSiar  we  onght  to  receive 
these  Ohio  memtwials?  This  qnestion,  he 
thought,  did  not  neoesearily  involve  the  question 
w&im  had  arisen  in  the  debate,  wheUier  Con- 
gress has  tiiie  constitutional  power  to  abolish 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  For,  said 
he,  supposing  Congress  to  have  the  power,  yet, 
as  we  have  assured  on  all  hands  that  there 
is  no  difference  of  opinion  on  the  question  of 
policy — that  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  great  ma- 
jority of  the  Senate,  that  indeed  it  is  the  unan- 
imous opinion  of  mis  body,  that  it  would  be 
mcMt  impolitio,  unwise,  and  utmost,  to  do  what 
these  petitionsrB  pray  Oongresa  to  do,  I  cannot 
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comprehend  how  good  policy,  sonnd  wisdom, 
or  justice,  can  require  or  even  permit  ns  to  en- 
tertain these  petitions.  Can  it  be  thought 
politic,  wise,  or  just,  to  receive  petitions  of 
which  the  objects  are  aoknowleaged  to  be 
miBchievous  ?  The  question  whether  they  shall 
be  received  is  a  praiminary  question  which 
every  Senator  has  a  right  to  have  pat  and  de- 
cided upon  every  paper  oSiered  to  this  body, 
and  the  very  purpose  of  it  is  to  enable  as  to  re- 
fam  ft  hearing  to  propositions  of  a  mischievous 
tendency.  There  is  nothing  nnasual  in  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
that  these  memorials  shall  not  be  received. 
Short  as  has  been  my  service  in  the  Senate,  I 
have  known  instances  tn  which  it  has  been  re- 
solved, upon  the  preliminary  question  put,  that 
memorials  should  not  be  received,  on  the  ground 
that  they  contained  language  disrespectful  and 
calumnious  of  the  Senata  or  of  parUcular  mem- 
bers, tfaouf^  they  related  to  subjects  in  which 
the  peMtioners  were  interested  in  common  with 
the  whole  nation.  Now,  that  seems  to  me  the 
most  trivial  objection  imaginable  compared 
with  the  objection  which  we  make  to  these 
memorials,  and  the  tmth  and  jostice  of  which, 
in  point  of  fact  and  probable  conseqn^ce,  have 
not  been  denied — that  they  are  calculated,  if 
they  are  not  intended,  to  disquiet  the  minds 
and  disturb  the  peace  of  one-half  the  Union, 
and  to  produce  or  keep  alive  an  agitation 
throagbout  the  whole,  wUch  has  a  manifest 
tendency  to  weaken  the  political  bonds  by 
which  we  are  onited,  and  to  Jeopard  all  oar 
institations. 

Gentlemen  who  are  unwilling  to  vote  agunst 
receiving  these  petitions  are  wulir^  as  I  under- 
stand, to  vote  to  reject  them  as  soon  as  they 
shall  be  received.  The  difference  between  not 
receiving  and  rejecting,  in  principle  and  effect, 
is,  I  suppose,  no  more  than  this — that  rejecting, 
as  it  admits  the  right  of  the  petitioners  to  be 
heard,  and  only  declares  the  prayer  of  the  pe- 
titions unreasonable,  may  nowise  tend  to  oib- 
courage  the  renewal  of  such  petitions,  but  may, 
on  the  contrary,  soggest  and  invite  a  renewal 
of  them  in  ftiture  and  more  propitions  times ; 
whereas  a  deciuve  vote  oi  the  Senate  aradnst  the 
receiving  of  tiiem,  as  it  amounts  to  aaenial  of 
the  right  of  the  petitioners  to  be  beard  at  all, 
may  imd  ought  to  have  the  eSect  of  discourag- 
ing and  preventing  the  renewal  of  petitions  of 
the  like  mischievous  kind  in  future ;  whether 
it  will  or  not,  is  another  consideration.  Sup- 
posing it  expedient  and  prudent  not  to  receive 
these  petitioDB,  (having  regard  to  the  probable 
effects,)  is  there  any  objection,  in  principle,  to 
this  course  i  Is  there  any  principle  that  obliges 
OS  to  receive  petiUons,  without  regard  to  their 
merits  or  purposesjand without  consideration 
of  conseatunces  ?  The  first  amendment  to  the 
oonstitntaon  has  been  refdred  to^  which  pro- 
vides that  Congress  shall  make  no  law  abridg- 
ing the  right  ot  the  people  peaceably  to  assem- 
ble and  petition  the  Government  for  a  redress 
of  grievaaoes.  But  the  right  here  secured  to 
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the  people,  to  petitiwi  finr  a  redress  of  griev- 
ances, mast  have  relatioii  to  grievances  m  the 
petitioners  ^emselve^  not  those  of  others;  and 
the  rafusal  of  Congress  to  receive  unjust,  mis- 
chievous, or  absurd  petitions  can  hardly,  by 
any  violence  of  construction,  be  regarded  as 
tantamount  to  the  making  of  a  law  abri(^ing 
the  right  ci  Uie  people  to  petition  for  a  redresB 
of  grievances.  In  the  present  case,  the  prayer 
for  redress  of  grievances  is,  most  palpably, 
only  a  pretext,  a  flimsy  pretext,  and  a  mockety 
— a  pretext  to  Justify  the  petitioners  in  med- 
dling in  affairs  in  which  they  themselves  can 
be  no  way,  or  only  veiy  remotely,  concerned, 
to  the  jeopardy  of  the  rights,  the  interests,  the 
peace  and  happiness,  (tf  a  lai^  portion  of  their 
fellow-dtizens — a  pretext  for  comiddning  cS 
evils  which,  if  they  exist,  can  hardly,  by  any 
possibility,  reach  them — a  pretext  to  justify  the 
petititmers,  while  they  are  out  of  the  way  of  all 
danger  tiiemselves,  in  disturbing  the  tranquillity 
of  t£e  two  States  surrounding  tiiis  District,  and, 
by  consequence,  the  whole  Southern  oouatry. 
Redress  of  grievances  I  I  defy  the  wit  of  man 
to  point  out  any  grievance  which  these  Chio 
petitioners  can  susttun  from  the  existence  of 
negro  slavery  in  this  District,  greater  than  that 
which  the  female  memorialists  have  discovered 
and  gravely  represented  to  us,  namely,  that 
they  are  prevmted,  by  the  dread  of  witjiesung 
the  horrors  of  slavery,  from  coming  to  Wash- 
ington to  bear  the  debates  in  Congress  I  Sir, 
Has  is  the  first  lime  I  ever  heard  it  snogested 
that  the  right  of  petition  imposed  the  du^  on 
Congress  to  receive  petiti<ais  acknowlodgedly 
improper  and  mischievoos,  no  matter  why  so 
improper  and  mischievous. 

The  District  was  ceded,  not  to  the  United 
Stat^  bat  to  Congress,  which  can  claim  no 
rights  of  sovereignty,  whatever  the  United 
States  may:  it  was  ceded  by  the  ordinary  Legis- 
latures of  Maryland  and  Yii^nia,  which  never 
pretended  to  sovereignty.  We  know  that  the 
sovereignly  of  each  State  resides  in  the  people. 
The  principle,  agreed  on  both  hands,  from 
which  we  are  ai^f^iuf,  is,  that  Congress,  in  ez- 
wdsing  extdumve  legislation  over  the  territory, 
property,  and  people  of  this  District,  are  com- 
petent to  do  woBtever  the  Legislatures  of 
Maryland  and  Virginia  are  competent  to  do  in 
respect  to  the  temtoiy,  property,  aud  people 
of  those  States,  respectively ;  and  (I  add  and 
insist)  no  more.  Therefore,  in  order  to  show 
that  Congress  has  constitutional  power  to 
abolish  the  rights  of  slave  property  in  this  Dis- 
trict, it  must  lirst  be  shown  that  the  Legtsla- 
tnrea  of  those  two  States  have,  and  had  at  the 
time  of  their  cession,  constitutional  power  to 
abolish  the  rights  of  uave  property  wiuiin  thnr 
limits. 

Tbsn  has  been  in  Yirginia  as  earnest  a  dedre 
to  abolish  slavery  as  exists  anywhere  at  this 
day.  It  commenced  with  the  Sevolution,  and 
many  of  our  ablest  and  most  influential  men 
were  active  inreounmending  it,  and  in  devising 
^lans  for  the  accomplishment  of  it.  The  leglo- 
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latnre  encoaraged  and  facilitated  emancipation 
bj  the  owners,  and  many  Blares  were  ao  eman- 
cipated. The  leaning  of  the  courts  of  justice 
was  always  in  favorem  ZiiertatU.  This  dispo- 
sition continued  until  the  impracticability  of 
effecting  a  general '  emancipation,  without  in- 
calonlable  miflchief  to  the  master  race,  and 
danger  of  utter  destruction  to  the  other,  and 
the  erila  consei^aent  on  partial  emancipations, 
became  too  obnons  to  the  LefrfslatDre,  and  to 
the  great  majority  of  the  people,  to  be  longer 
disr^irarded.  There  were  some  who  very  early 
wrote  and  published  plans  for  accompliuiing  a 
general  emancipation  —  considerate,  prudent 
men,  understanding  the  subject,  and  too  wise 
to  overlook  or  disregard  the  political  consider- 
ations that  belonged  to  it.  Mr.  Jefferson  sug- 
gested a  scheme ;  and  the  gentleman  under 
whose  care  and  direction  my  mind  was  insti- 
tuted in  the  science  of  the  law — I  mean  the 
elder  Judge  Tucker — proposed  another  plan  for 
the  pnnKwe,  and  published  a  tract  on  the  sub- 
ject a  has  been  so  long  sinee  I  read  these 
works,  that  I  do  not  pretend  to  an  accurate 
recollection  of  them ;  but  I  thhik  the  authors 
were  chiefly  intent  on  devising  a  feasible  plan, 
and  did  not  bestow  much  attention  to  the  ques- 
tion by  what  authority  such  a  plan,  if  practical 
ble  in  itself  and  expedient,  was  to  be  accom- 
plished ;  which  is  our  question. 

I  can  venture  to  say  that  the  great  body  of 
the  jurists  of  Virginia,  as  well  as  of  the  people, 
have  always  denied,  and  do  yet  deny,  the  con- 
stitutional power  of  tbe  ordinary  Legislature  to 
abolish  the  rights  of  slave  property  without  the 
consent  of  the  individual  owners.  I  do  not 
know  what  opinion  has  been  entertained  in 
Maryland.  I  only  know  that  the  same  reason- 
ing u  equally  apidicable  to  the  legal  institutions 
ofboth  States. 

I  presume  it  can  hardly  be  imagined  that 
Congress  can  have  derived  from  tbe  acts  of  ces- 
sion of  Maryland  and  yirpnia,  that  is,  by  vir- 
tue of  those  acts  alone,  any  other  or  greator 
powers  of  legislation  over  the  District  Uian 
those  Legislatures  themselves  had  at  tbe  time 
of  the  cession ;  in  other  words,  that  the  grantee 
has  acquired,  by  tbe  grant,  more  power  then 
the  grantors  had  to  cede. 

u  tbe  provision  of  the  Oonstitntion  of  the 
United  States,  giving  power  to  Congress  **  to 
exercise  ezolnnve  le^uatioo,  in  all  cases  irhiOr 
soever,  over  such  District  as  may,  by  the  ces- 
sion of  particular  States,  and  acceptance  of  Con- 
gress, become  the  seat  of  Government  of  the 
United  States,"  is  to  be  taken  as  the  only  source 
and  the  only  measure  of  the  power  of  Congress ; 
if  this  provision  is  to  he  construed  as  conferring 
on  Congress  absolute,  sovereign,  despotic  au- 
thority over  the  people  of  the  District,  and 
their  private  rights  of  property,  unlimited  by 
the  Just  measure  of  authonty  that  belonged  to 
the  State  legislatures  by  which  the  territory 
was  ceded— unlimited  by  any  consideration  of 
the  nature,  purposes,  and  exigeqdes,  of  the 
trust  for  whuh  the  power  ot  eidttslTe  legisla- 
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tion  was  given,  then  it  will  follow  that  Con- 
gress may,  in  its  wisdom,  or  in  its  folly,  abolish 
property  in  lands  as  well  as  in  slaves;  may 
enact  an  agrarian  law ;  nay,  more,  may  abolish 
the  principle  of  property  entirely,  and  establish 
a  community  of  goods.  Now,  certainly,  I  do 
not  apprehend  any  such  absurd  and  miscliiev- 
ons  legislation ;  but  it  is  &ir,  it  is  even  neces- 
sary, to  pursue  this  claim  at  power  to  its  con- 
sequences, in  order  to  test  its  justice.  The 
troth  is,  sir,  that  a  grant  of  power  of  "  eidu- 
sive  legislation  in  all  cases  whatsoever,"  over  a 
territory  and  the  people  in  it,  does  not,  in  the 
just  sense  of  that  langnage,  as  used  by  Ameri- 
can law-givers,  import  a  grant  of  al)solute,  des- 
potic, sovereign  authority,  or  of  any  authority, 
at  aU  to  assume,  abolish  or  impair,  private 
rights  of  property.  It  imports  a  grant  of  the 
power  of  ordinary  legislation.  The  proper  as 
well  as  ordioary  business  of  legislation  is  to 
regulate  and  secure  the  rights  of  property, 
never  to  annihilate  them. 

But,  independently  of  this  View  of  the  sub- 
ject, Hr.  L.  said,  there  were  other  ol^ections 
to  the  competency  of  Congress  to  ezerdse  the 
power  in  Question,  which  seemed  to  him  insu- 
perable and  condunve.  What,  he  asked,  would 
be  the  effect  of  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  this 
District  f  and  what  was,  and  must  be,  tbe  only- 
object  of  such  a  measure  ?  To  tbe  consequences, 
be  supposed,  no  man  would  affect  to  be  blind ; 
a  large  body  of  free  negroes  would  at  once  be 
established  in  the  midst  of  two  of  the  principal 
slaveholding  States;  the  District  would  be- 
come the  receptacle  in  whidi  other  populations 
of  the  same  dass  would  soon  be  congregated : 
and  these  people,  from  their  position,  would 
necessarily  have  tmportuniUes  of  daily  inter- 
course with  tbe  slaves  of  the  two  adjoining 
States,  of  holding  out  to  them  every  motive  to 
revolt,  indting  ubem  to  continual  uid  danger- 
ous iosnrreotionB,  and  supplying  them  with  tbe 
means  of  waging  a  servile  war  agunst  us.  And 
as  to  the  object  and  design  of  uie  abolitionists 
in  urging  this  measure,  it  could  not  be  disguised 
that  abolition  in  this  District  was  not  sought  as 
an  end,  but  as  the  means  of  success  in  other  and 
far  greater  enterprises ;  that  their  purpose  was 
to  gdn  a  point,  and  a  moat  commandmg  point 
too,  from  which  th^  might  prosecute  their 
schemes  of  abditioD,  first  in  Haiyland  and  Vir- 
ffmAy  and  then,  in  regular  process,  in  all  the 
other  slaTehdding  States. 

It  was,  doubtless,  the  conviction  that  these 
mischievous  deugns  were  entertained,  and  a 
sense  of  the  dangerous  consequences  that  would 
probably,  if  not  unavoidably,  ensue  from  the 
accomplishment  of  the  immediate  object,  which 
produced  so  general  an  opinion  in  the  Senate 
that  it  would  be  impolitic,  unwise,  and  unjust, 
to  abolish  slavery  m  this  District.  But  the 
same  considerations,  Mr.  L.  thought,  must  lead 
us  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  unconstitution- 
al dso ;  contrary  to  the  smrit,  if  not  to  &e 
letter,  of  the  constitution.  He  had  always  sup- 
posed that,  in  ^viug  power  to  okll  out  the 
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militia  to  snpprew  insmrectioiu,  the  oonstitii' 
tion  made  it  the  da^  of  this  GovernmeDt  to 
exert  the  power  for  the  sappreerion  of  servile 
insnrrecfaoiis  in  ai?  of  liie  St^es  ;*  and  he  Mked 
whether  it  oonld  posriUy  be  maintained  that 
Congress  coold  constitntionallr  adopt  any 
measnre,  of  wl^h  the  manifost  and  acknowl- 
edged tendency,  if  not  the  oert^  ^ect,  was 
to  incite  those  very  servile  insnrrections  which 
the  Crovemment  was  under  a  constitational  ob- 
lifatioa  to  soppreas  ?  If  we  could  not  look  for 
a  limitation  on  the  powers  vested  in  a  Govern- 
ment in  the  obligations  imposed  npon  it,  where 
coold  such  limitations  be  found?  Agun,  it 
was  admitted^  and  had  always  been  admitted, 
that  Congress  had  no  power  to  abolish  or  toaoh 
slave  property  in  any  of  the  States.  But  hM<e 
was  a  measnre  proposed  to  ns  for  admitifHi, 
which  did  not,  indeed,  directly  alxdish  sutTwy 
in  any  of  the  States,  bnt  which  was,  neverthe- 
less, the  most  efficient  measure  that  could  posn- 
bly  be  devised  to  bring  about,  and  in  fact  to 
compel,  gmend  aboliUon  in  the  slaveholding 
States  a  measure  wbidi,  for  that  reason,  the 
advocates  of  nniversal  abolition  most  ardently 
desired,  aa  the  means  of  accomplishing  their 
avowed  purpose.  And  the  questtoa  was, 
whether  it  was  within  the  competency  of  Con- 
gress to  adopt  such  a  measure?  whetiier,  while 
It  acknowleoged  that  it  could  not,  without  vio- 
lating its  constitational  duty  to  the  alavehold- 
ing  States,  aooompllsh  the  end,  it  might  yet  au- 
thorize and  provide  the  most  efl^cadona  means 
of  ultimatdy  aecomplishing  it!  lb.  L.  said  it 
was  a  principle  of  aU  ethics— it  was  a  principle 
especially  applicable  and  valuable  in  the  adnun- 
istration  of  all  Governments  of  limited  powers 
— that  that  which  cannot  be  lawfully  accom- 
plished by  direct  means,  cannot  rightftilly  be 
attempted  by  any  manner  of  indirection. 
Mr.  Calhoun  rose  to  make  some  remarks  on 


*  Tbe  dntr  of  Coi^icM  lo  nppitm  Hrrfl*  luiiiMetloni 
!■  Mt  DniDdAd  OB  tiM  fnunl  dMM  1b  tiM  flnt  uticte  «( tlu 

OIXMtltilUOA,  Whkfa  giTM  OOBSNM  pOWW  "tO  pfWitU  fOT 

tMfipr«m1mmMrnMem»imir«pAiMtaiiM»;*  baton  tbe 
ip«dtl  eboM  IB  the  foorth  •rUde,  wUeh  vaim  It  tb«  dntj 
of  Congrei^  on  ui  qipUoUioa  from  Um  LaglaUtun  of  tnj 
BtatA,  or  from  thn  Qorenwr  when  th«  LegisUtnn  cannot 
boconrenAd,  "fo  prtjUct  moX  BtaU  agatnU  dofitMtte  vto- 
iMKiL"  {Afl,  4,  Sta.  4.)  A  iUto  InnimetioD  bolajc  n^liiBt 
th«  bwt  «r  »  Aita,  and  batais  doniMtlo  w  bOBM  eoneen, 
tho  eoBiUtatlni  does  not  ■Uow  the  Foderal  GovernmeDt  to 
lat«Tftrotailt«u^tVeB  tho^^SentloB  <tf  tte  Btnto  u- 
tboritiee ;  while  InntnetlaH  agmliut  the  Uwt  end  uthori- 
tlea  of  the  Union  wonld  be  imrrrriind  bj  CoBgKv  on  lie 
own  view  of  the  evlL  Bnt  tbe  reasoning  of  ib.  Leigh  was 
right,  though  he  dednoed  the  dnty  of  Congreaa  from  » 
wrong  Bonroe ;  and  that  reasoning  booomea  stronger  by  re- 
ferring  the  dotj  to  the  traa  sonroe,  and  mora  eonaUtent 
with  SMS  ilgbt^  awl  Ot  daUea^  <tf  th*  qnaitlan,  and  the 
exdoslre  dimUaD  of  tbe  State  em  Its  slave  proparty. 
CongraHlsbownd  to  pnttet  th«  StaU  ^alsat  "domMNe 
«f0le«Oiv"(i*iSkvs  bisamatlon^  span  Ita  nqnett;  and, 
Ibmlbn,  la  boBBd  not  to  pioiBoti^  or  beeoow  aa  IiatnuuBt 
la  pnmiMlBc  lAat  tt  li  boond  to  KVPCMk. 


the  particular  petition  then  before  the  Senate^ 
which  had  been  selected  from  the  others,  to  io- 
dnoe  a  part  of  the  Sootbem  delegation  to  con- 
sent to  reoeivfog  it.  It  was  oerwoly,  be  ad- 
mitted, less  olfiMtioiiable  in  ito  l^gnu;e  than 
the  potion  ooning  from  the  ladies^  tbe  ssme 
State.  This  memorial,  however,  contained  lao- 
gDsge  highly  r^rehensible.  It  ^>oke  of  "  deal- 
ing m  human  flesh.^  Will  onr  friends  of  tbe 
Sonth,  said  Mr.  C,  agree  that  tfaey  keep  sham- 
bles, and  deal  in  human  flesh  t  And  this  peti- 
tion was  selected  from  the  others,  and  pushed 
forward,  in  order  to  obtain  the  votes  of  gentle- 
men  from  the  South.    There  was  another 

f hrase  in  the  petititm  to  which  he  ejected, 
( speaks  of  us,  saidlfr.  C,  aspirates.  Mrange 
language  I  Tixmcy  and  botchery  f  We  must 
not  permit  those  we  roproaont  to  be  thus  in* 
suited  on  that  floor.  He  stood  prepared,  when- 
ever petitions  like  this  were  presented,  to  call 
for  their  reading,  and  to  demand  that  th^  be 
not  received.  His  object  was  to  prevent  a 
dangerous  agitation,  which  threatraied  to  burst 
asunder  the  bond  of  this  Union.  The  only 
question  was,  how  was  agitatirai  to  be  avdded. 
He  h^  that  receiving  these  petititms  encour- 
aged station,  the  most  effectual  mode  to  de- 
stroy  Uie  peace  and  harmony  of  the  Union. 

1^.  Wbioht  s(ud  he  conndered  it  to  be  bis 
duty  to  tronble  the  Senate  with  a  vei?  few  re- 
marks b^ore  the  pending  question  was  put. 
He  did  so  with  extranereluotanoe,  ariringfrom 
the  deepest  oonviction  that  this  whole  subject 
had  better  not  have  been  debated  at  all ;  tiist 
these  petitions  had  better  have  been  suffered  to 
take  thdr  usual  course,  the  course  they  bad 
taken  every  year  when  be  had  been  ameniberof 
either  House  of  Congress ;  the  course  of  other 
petitions ;  of  being  permitted  to  be  read  at  the 
Clerk's  table,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate 
committee.  His  reluctance  was  greatly,  and 
perhaps  he  might  say  principally,  increased  hj 
the  consciousness  that  the  whole  subject  was 
surrounded  with  difficulties ;  that  it  was  exci- 
table in  every  aqieot;  that  the  different  sec- 
ttoDB  d  Hm  Uidon  were  liable  to  difitoent  sf- 
fbetirau  from  the  ezpresuon  of  the  ssme  laDti- 
ment;  and  that  some  unmeasured  phrase, 
some  imprudent  remark,  might  fall  froni  him, 
which,  unintentional^  on  his  part,  n^^t  in- 
crease, rather  than  allay  excitement,  in  the  me 
portion  or  the  other  of  the  country. 

Neither  was  be  to  debate  the  question 
davery  in  the  sovereign  States  of  this  Union. 
Tbe  sacred  and  invaluable  compact  which  con- 
stitutes us  one  people,  had  not  given  to  Con- 
gress the  jarisdiction  over  that  question.  It 
was  1^  solely  and  exdudvely  to  uiose  States, 
and,  in  h  is  hnmble  judgmmt^  it  ought  never  to 
be  debated  here  in  any  manner  whatever. 

He  would  go  farther,  and  s^  that  he  did  not 
purpose  to  trouble  the  Senate  with  a  discussion 
upon  the  propriety  of  any  action  on  the  part  of 
Congress  iu  reference  to  the  abolition  of  bIS" 
vwy  in  the  Bistri<^  of  Columbia,  or  in  legsid 
to  the  oonititatioiial  power  of  Cuif  ^esB  over 
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that  subject  He  had  listeaed  with  pleasure 
and  profit  to  the  able  argument  of  the  honorar 
ble  Senator  from  Yir^ia^  (Kr.  LuobJ  np<» 
the  powers  of  Oongress,  and  had  marked  his 
concessions  of  power  equal  to  that  posseraed  by 
the  Legislatures  of  the  respective  States  of 
Maryland  and  Virginia  over  the  same  subject 
wiUiin  those  States.  He  had  not  studied  the 
question  himseli^  because  he  was  able  to  mark 
out  his  own  course,  with  perfect  satisfaction  to 
his  own  mind,  without  examining  either  the 
constitutional  powers  of  Congress,  or  the 
powers  of  those  State  Legislatures.  He  was 
ready  to  declare  his  opinion  tt>  be,  that  Oon- 
{rrass  ought  not  to  act  m  this  matter,  but  upon 
Uie  impulse  ol  the  two  States  snrronnding  Uie 
District,  and  then  in  a  manner  inecisely  gradu- 
ated by  the  action  of  tiiose  States  upon  the 
same  subject  Had  the  oonstitation,  in  terms, 
given  to  Oonxress  all  power  in  the  matter,  this 
would,  with  bis  present  views  and  feelings,  be 
his  opinion  of  the  expedient  rule  of  action,  and 
entertuning  this  opinion,  an  exunination  into 
the  power  to  act  had  been  unnecessary  to  deter- 
nune  his  vote  upon  the  prayer  of  these  petitions. 
He  was  ready  promptly  to  reject  thar  {wayer, 
and  be  deeply  regretted  that  he  was  not  per- 
mitted BO  to  vote  without  debate. 

The  refusal  to  receive  the  petitions,  Mr.  W. 
said,  was,  to  his  mind,  a  very  different  qneslion. 
That  was  the  qnestion  now  presented.  If  the 
reftual  should  be  sanctioned  by  the  Senate, 
npon  the  broad  ground  of  the  subject  prayed 
for,  and  not  npm  the  distinct  objection  of  in- 
deooroos  langoage  or  matter  in  the  petition  it- 
self^ it  would  be  conndered  and  felt,  in  many 
sections  of  the  country,  as  a  denial  of  the  con- 
stitutional right  to  petition,  and,  as  such,  would 
be  infinitely  more  calculated  to  prodace  and 
increase,  than  to  allay,  excitement  The 
prompt  rf;jeotion  of  the  prayer  of  these  peti- 
tions would  express  the  sense  of  the  Senate,  in 
the  m<at  marked  and  decisive  manner,  agamst 
tiie  objects  of  the  petitioners.  The  refasal  to 
receive  the  petitions  would  rtise  a  new  issne, 
infinitely  m<ud  fiivorable,  as  he  deeply  feared, 
to  the  schemes  of  these  mad  inoendiaries  than 
all  which  had  gone  before  this  proixMed  step. 

He  entreated,  he  said,  his  breuiren  of  the 
South  to  reflect  before  they  nve  this  immense 
advantage  to  the  agitators.  Me  was  aware  that 
the  Southern  feeling  mxUbt  be  seoBitive,  perhaps 
beyond  his  ability  to  estimate,  upon  this  subject 
of  domestic  slavery.  The  constitutional  rights, 
the  personal  and  private  interests,  the  domestie 
peace  and  domestic  security,  of  the  people  of 
the  slaveholding  States,  compelled  them  to 
feel  deeply  and  keenly  upon  evety  agitation  of 
this  dehoate  question.  He  conld  not  be  insen- 
sible to  the  existence  of  tiiese  feelings,  or  to 
their  justice.  Tet,  might  he  not  appeal  to 
members  of  this  body  from  those  States,  and 
ask  them  to  resnember  that  excitement,  grow- 
ing out  of  the  same  enhject,  was  also  prevailing 
in  the  non-slaveh(^ding  States  I  That  the  pnl^ 
lie  mind  in  those  States  had  beo(»ne  aroosed  to 
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the  subject  ?  That  a  limited  nnmber  of  individ- 
uals^ from  what  motive  he  woold  not  attempt 
to  say,  were  making  it  their  calling  and  bnd- 
nesa  to  inorease  that  exdtement,  and  to  make 
it  universal  ?  And  might  he  not  claim  that  the 
action  of  the  Senate  ^onld  be  sncb  as  woold 
be  most  likely  to  calm  the  excitement  in  all  the 
States  and  in  every  section  of  the  Union  f 

Mr.  Oaxhoun  could  not  concur  with  the  gen- 
tieman  from  New  York  thaH  so  much  delicacy 
was  to  be  shown  to  the  very  small  part  of  his 
own  State  he  referred  to,  that  these  petitions 
were  not  to  be  rejected,  lest  the  refhsal  to  re- 
ceive them  might  be  c(msidered  as  a  violation 
of  the  right  of  the  citizen  to  petition  Congress. 
But,  KM.  Mr.  0.,  does  the  gentiemaa  look  at 
OUT  ride  the  miestion  t  S  his  eonstitaenta, 
continued  Mr.  0.,  are  to  be  treated  with  ao 
mooh  respect,  that  their  petitions  are  to  be  re- 
ceived, wnat  is  to  be  considered  as  dae  to  onr 
constituents?  The  Senator  conridered  the 
petition  before  tbe  Senate  as  moderate  in  its 
language — ^he  did  not  say  otherwise — ^langQag& 
said  Mr.  0.,  which  treats  as  as  butchers  and 
pirates.  The  Senator  sud  that  they  must  re- 
ceive this  petition,  and  reject  it,  lest  it  might  be 
considered  as  violating  the  i^ht  of  petition. 
To  receive  it,  and  immediately  r^ct  it.  This 
looked  somelihing  like  juggling.  Was  the  peti- 
tion of  snffident  consequence  to  be  received, 
and  at  the  same  time  of  so  little  oonaequenoe 
as  to  be  immediately  rejected  ?  Was  it  intend- 
ed merely  that  this  petition  was  to  be  put  on 
the  files  of  the  Sffliate  as  a  record  to  show  the 
opinion  entertained  of  the  people  of  the  South 
by  these  abolitionists } 

The  geutieman  said  that  unanimity  of  opinion 
in  the  Senate  was  very  desirable.  He  said  so 
too.  Let  the  gentieman  and  his  friends  join  us, 
said  Mr.  0.,  and  in  that  way  we  can  obtain 
mumimity  of  opinion.'  If,  as  the  gentieman 
said,  the  petition  was  to  be  immediately  reject- 
ed, why  receive  it  at  all  t  Would  the  gentie- 
man BB^  that  a  refhsal  to  reonye  the  petition 
would  press  in  the  slightest  degree  on  the  con- 
stitutional ri(^t  of  the  pe(mle  peaoeaUy  to  aa> 
semUe  and  petition  for  a  redress  of  grieranoest 
If  the  gentleman  had  made  np  his  mind  to  re- 
ject the  petition,  he  conld  have  no  insuperable 
objection  to  refuse  to  receive  it  He  repeated, 
that  so  long  as  these  petitions  could  he  received 
in  the  Senate,  so  long  would  agitation  on  the 
subject  continue.  The  qnestion  must  be  met 
on  constitutional  grounds,  or  not  at  all. 
•  Mr.  MoHBis  observed  that,  in  presenting 
these  petitions,  it  was  his  sincere  desire  to 
avoid  any  thing  like  agitation  or  excitement  in 
that  body.  Althongh  he  had  had  these  peti- 
tions in  his  possesmon  for  some  days,  he  re- 
frained from  presenting  them  until  ne  had  an 
omtortnnity  of  obserring  what  was  done  with 
otners  <^  a  like  tenor.  The  qnestion  now  as- 
sumed a  grave  aspect  The  constitutional 
rights  of  the  people  peaceably  to  assemble  and 
petition  for  a  redress  of  grievances  was  involved. 
On  the  snbjeot  of  these  petitions,  it  was  not  his 
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desire  at  present  to  saj  one  word ;  bis  wish 
was  t^t  llie  great  qoeation  as  to  the  right  of 
the  people  of  this  Union  to  petition  Congress 
migbt  come  ap  nnembarrasBed  by  the  objections 
as  to  the  language  in  which  the  petition  was 
drawn.  It  seemed  that  these  objections  did 
not  apply  to  the  petition  presented  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Buchanan,)  and 
be  wished  the  question  to  he  taken  on  that 
petition.  He  condbrred  with  the  Senator  from 
Bontb  Oarolina,  (Mr.  Calhodit,)  that  there  was 
no  difference  in  snbstance  between  the  last- 
named  petition  and  those  be  (Ur.  U.)  had  pre- 
Boited ;  that  those  who  Toted  against  receiring 
the  one  on^t  to  TOte  against  receiving  the 
other.  His  widi  was  to  disranbarrasa  this 
qnestion  of  the  lif^t  of  petition  of  tiie  diffionl- 
ties  as  to  the  language  of  the  petitions,  and  he 
woold  therefore  ask  leave  of  the  Senate  to  with- 
draw the  one  he  had  presented. 

Mr,  MoBRiB  then  withdrew  the  petition. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Buohanait,  the  Senate  took 
np  the  petition  presented  by  that  gentleman 
m}m  the  Gobi  Quarterly  Meeting  of  Friends,  of 
Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  Con- 
gress to  abolish  slavery  within  the  District  of 
Columbia,  together  with  the  motion  of  Mr.  B. 
that  the  petition  be  r^eoted.  The  question 
pending  was  the  one  raised  by  Mr.  Oaisouh — 
"  Shall  Uie  petition  be  reoeivedt " 

Mr.  Oalhovk  called  fbr  the  rea^g  of  the 
petition. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mobbib,  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  that  the  langoage  even  of 
this  petition  was  very  strange.  It  held  np  the 
buying  and  selling  of  slaves  in  the  Southern 
States  to  be  as  flagrant  a  wrong  as  the  slave 
trade  itself  on  the  coast  of  Africa ;  declaring 
"  that  it  was  as  inoonsistent  in  principle,  as  in- 
human in  practice,  as  the  foreign  slave  trade." 
The  foreign  slave  trade,  Mr.  C.  said,  consisted 
in  sei^ng  on  the  Africans  by  violence,  and  selling 
them  into  slavery.  Now,  be  was  not  willing  to 
admit  the  paralld  between  davery  in  tiie  South- 
em  States  and  this  foreign  slave  trade.  We  onr- 
selves,  said  h&  have  denounced  this  African 
dave  trade,  and  made  it  piracy ;  thoagh  be  did 
not  himself  believe  that  the  offence  could  be 
properly  designated  as  piracy,  and  ever  should 
regret  that  this  term  bad  been  applied  to  it  in 
our  laws.  With  regard  to  the  petition,  if  he 
had  no  other  objection  to  it  than  that  of  its 
using  this  lau^age,  he  would  not  on  that  ac- 
count receive  it 

Mr.  Knra,  of  Alabama,  wished,  as  an  individ- 
ual, and  as  a  rerresentative,  to  give  all  the  in- 
dividuals of  the  Union,  of  ev^  class,  a  full  en- 
joyment of  the  rights  secured  to  tiiem  by  the 
oonstitntion.  17  we,  said  Mr.  K.,  from  the 
whim  or  excitement  of  the  moment,  refose 
to  receive  these  memorials,  migbt  they  not 
abridge  the  right  of  petitioning  I  When  the 
language  was  decent  and  respectful,  it  was  the 
duty  (H  every  Senator  to  diow  it  every  mark 
(rfrespeotdnetoitsdhsraeter.  Andthen^when 
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it  was  received,  if  it  was  found  to  ask  for  an 
intermeddling  with  the  coiwtitutional  rights  of 
any  of  the  States,  to  stamp  it  with  the  dis^ 
probation  it  deserved. 

AniiocB  as  he  was  that  no  excitement  should 
grow  out  of  this  matter,  his  design  was  to  give 
every  individual  his  rights,  be  would  vote  for 
the  reception  of  this  petition.  The  magnani- 
mous and  patriotic  stand  taken  by  the  gentie- 
man  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Buohanan,)  on 
this  question,  was  worthy  of  himself  and  of  the 
great  State  he  represented,  and  was  an  earnest 
to  him  of  the  disposition  of  that  and  other 
N^orthem  States  to  arrest  the  course  of  tiioee 
deluded  people  in  producing  mischief  here  and 
elsewhere.  After  this  petition  was  received, 
he  was  prepared  to  take  the  most  effident  and 
enei^etio  action  to  put  a  stop  to  tbis  fanaticism. 

Mr.  OAxnotn?  had  heard,  with  much  regret, 
the  argnment  of  his  friend  from  Alabama,  (Mr. 
EiNO.)  He  understood  the  gentleman  to  put 
this  question  of  receiving  the  petition  on  oon- 
stitutional  grounds.  He  asked  the  Senator  if 
be  was  aware  of  the  extent  to  which  this  doc- 
trine would  carry  bim.  Was  he  prepared  to 
receive  petitions  to  abolish  davery  m  uie  navy 
yards  and  arsenals  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
Southern  section  of  the  Union  I  Was  he  pro- 
pared  to  reodve  petitions  couched  in  abusive 
and  indeooroos  language  1 

mere  Mr.  Ema  said,  Kol] 

The  Senator  answered  no.  Then  I  ask  him, 
sfud  Mr.  C,  to  show  the  distinction  between 
such  petitions  as  he  has  described  and  the  one 
before  the  Senate.  If  the  right  to  have  peti- 
tions received  was  constitutional,  then  there 
could  be  no  qualification  of  that  right  The 
Senator  from  Alabama,  by  saying  no,  surren- 
dered the  ground  he  had  t^en.  Then,  by 
what  possibility,  he  asked  him,  was  he  pre* 
pared  to  receive  petitions  to  abolish  slavery  in. 
this  District  I  If  be  was  prepared  to  receive 
each  petitions,  what  was  to  prevent  him  from 
reodvi^g  petitions  to  abolish  davery  in  every 
arsenal  and  navy  yard  in  every  State  in  the 
Union. 

He  oonfieased  he  was  astonished  at  tiie  gen- 
tleman's arguments.  The  right  of  petition  was 
cautiously  guarded  in  the  constitution :  "  Con- 
gress shall  make  no  law  prohibiting  the.  right 
of  the  people  peaceably  to  assemble  and  petition 
for  a  redress  of  grievances."  By  these  plain 
terms  it  was  expressly  limited ;  and  yet,  when 
gentiemen  came  to  the  petitions  of  these  fanat- 
ics, for  abolidiing  davery  in  this  District,  they 
were  disposed  to  enlarge  the  construction. 
I  know,  said  Mr.  0.,  that  the  Senator  from 
Alabama  r^resents  constituents  more  de«dy 
interested  in  this  question  than  mine.  Ibie 
South-western  States  were  more  deeply  interest- 
ed than  the  South  Atlantic  States,  as  the  former 
had  a  growing  dave  population,  continually  ali- 
menting by  porehasesfrom  Maryland,  Yirf^nia, 
North  and  South  Carolina,  and  Qeoi^ia ;  and  he 
was,  t^urafor^  the  more  astonished  at  his  aign- 
ment 
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Not  to  receive  these  petitions  waa  considered 
wonderfully  disrespectfu  to  these  peUtionera ; 
but  to  receive  and  reject  them  immediately  was 
considered  entirely  respectftd.  What  did  gen- 
tlemen mean  1  He  conld  not,  for  the  life  of 
him,  make  ont  why  gentlemen  were  so  anziooB 
to  receive  these  petiticnu,  when  they  were  ie- 
termined  to  rqlect  Utera. 

Mr.  MooRB  desired  more  time  for  reflection 
before  he  recorded  his  views,  partioidarly  since 
his  colleague  had  indicated  the  couree  he  in- 
tended to  pnrsae.  He  conld  not  eee  the  pro- 
priety of  the  gentleman  from  Fennsylvanla  in 
offering  the  petition  he  had  presented,  and 
forthwith  moving  to  reject  it  If  I  had  a  peti- 
tion to  present  here,  said  Hr.  H.,  the  consider- 
ation tlut  would  induce  me  to  move  its  r^eo- 
tion  would  indnce  me  to  vithhold  it. 


Monday,  January  26. 

Mr.  KoBuraoN  presented  the  credentiala  of 
W.  D.  £wiNo,  elected  a  Senator  of  the  United 
States  fh>m  the  State  of  Illinoiajn  the  room  of 
Elias  E.  Kane,  deceased.  Mr,  Ewno  was  in- 
trodnoed,  and  qualified. 

TmsDXT,  Jannaiy  26. 
Miehiffon  Memorial — Admimi&n  into  the  Union. 

The  memorial  from  the  Legislature  of  Michi- 
MU,  on  the  sabject  of  her  admisuoa  into  the 
Union,  haring  been  presented, 

Mr.  HKiTOBioKe  snbmitted  the  ftdlowing : 
OrderetL,  That  the  memorial  pniporting  to  be 
from  the  Senate  and  House  of  BepneentraveB  of 
tiie  State  of  Michigan  be  referred  to  the  select  com- 
mittee, appointed  on  the  22d  of  December,  in  reladcm 
to  the  sdniiflBioa  of  Michigan  into  the  Union,  and 
that  the  Senate  r^ard  the  iame  in  no  other  Ug^  than 
aa  the  voluntary  act  of  indinduala." 

Mr.  Davis  was  in  favor  of  giving  the  peti- 
tion the  nsual  direction.  A  petition  from  a 
man  representing  himself  to  be  n  ship  owner 
did  not  prove  him  to  be  a  ship  owner,  nor  did 
the  petition  of  a  mannfactnrer,  representing 
himself  as  such,  prove  him  to  be  one,  and  we 
are  not  bound  to  recognize  their  ohanwter. 
Kow,  these  persons  represent  themsdTeB  to  be, ' 
I  suppose,  a  political  boc^.  As  a  matter  of 
principle,  when  a  petition  came  here  in  respect- 
Till  terms,  it  onght  to  be  treated  in  a  reniectfial 
manner.  He  would  be  satisfied  to  consider  the 
petition  as  containing  a  fbithM  deeoripdou  of 
themselves,  and  was  disposed  to  let  It  talu  the 
ordinary  conrse. 

Mr.  Nii.Ee  said  that,  aside  from  matters  of 
form,  he  was  disposed  to  r^^ard  the  petition  as 
coming  from  the  people  of  Michigan,  claiming 
political  rights  of  the  highest  magnitude,  and 
he  conld  not  refase  to  hear  them,  and  least  of 
all  a  memorial  coming  from  a  whole  people, 
ol^ming  admission  into  the  federal  Umon, 
Have  mey,  sidd  Mr.  N.,  not  a  right  to  select 
thehr  own  mode  of  appUoatiout  Thi^  oame 
hen  not  asking  a  matter  of  flavor,  bat  a  mattor 
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of  right.  Had  they  not  a  right  to  select  their 
own  committee  to  represent  l£oee  rights  f  For 
his  part,  he  was  disposed  to  hear  them.  If 
there  ever  was  a  people  who  claimed  rights  of 
a  high  character,  it  was  those  who  had  polltioal 
rights,  and  were  not  represented.  He  regretted 
to  see  a  disposition  manifested  to  sfant  ont  the 
inquiry,  and  to  prevent  them  from  bdng  heard. 

Mr.  £wnTa,  of  Ohio,  said  he  would  assure 
the  Senator  fh>m  Connecticut  that  there  had 
been  no  attempt  made  there  to  shut  this  people 
out  from  a  hearing.  There  were  ways  enough 
of  presenting  this  communication  to  Congress 
witbont  the  petitioners  presenting  themselves 
as  the  Legislatnre  of  a  State.  His  objection  waa 
to  the  form  in  which  the  memorial  came,  and 
not  to  giving  the  people  of  Michigan  a  hearing. 
GenUemen  therefore  were  mistuen,  and  mis- 
stated them  in  saying  that  they  were  opposed 
to  giving  the  peo^  of  Michigan  an  opportunity 
of  being  heard.  The  true  question  before  the 
Senate  was,  whether  thu  memorial  came  from 
a  State — whether  the  Senate  conld  address 
Michigan  as  a  State,  and  receive  communica- 
tions from  her  as  snch. 

Mr.  Calbouit  regarded  the  political  ezistenee 
of  Michigan  as  a  State,  as  a  nonentity.  The 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Davis)  had 
said  that  we  were  not  bound  to  recognize  a 
petitioner  as  a  manufacturer,  because  he  called 
ntmself  one  in  the  petition.  That  case  did  not 
apply  to  a  corporate  body,  aod  especially  to  a 
p<4itical  body.  The  petition  most  or  must  not 
be  reodved.  The  poution  it  assumed  was 
stron^^y  illustrative  of  the  position  some  geiw 
tiemen  bad  assumed  this  flow.  To  reotive 
this  petition  would  amount  to  a  recognition  of 
Michigan  as  a  State,  ai^  he  could  thereftve  not 
agree  to  receive  it. 

Mr.  CtATTOH,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Calhottti,  said 
he  hoped  the  Senator  from  Indiuia  would  not 
vary  his  motion.  It  appeared  to  him  that  the 
conrse  now  proposed  was  the  very  one  to  pre- 
vent all  dissatisfaction  on  either  side.  By  re- 
ferring the  subject  to  the  select  committee,  with 
the  qualification  proposed,  we  do  not,  said  he, 
commit  ourselves  at  all  as  to  whether  Michigan 
ii^  or  is  not,  a  State. 

Mr.  HuHiiBioKB'a  motion  was  ad(^ted,  and 
the  memorial  refbrred  to  the  select  committee 
appointed  on  the  same  snlfject. 


Thobsdat,  January  28. 
SUtMry  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Swift  presented  a  petition  from  oitiEens 
of  Vermont,  praying  for  the  abditim  oS  dsnry 
in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  CAi:HOTnr  desired  to  know  if  the  language 
of  the  petition  was  respeotftal  to  those  who  had 
sent  them  there.  He  therefore  wished  to  hear 
the  petition  read. 

rnie  petition  was  read  by  the  Bearetarr.] 

Mr.  0.  demanded  the  prwiminary  question  on 
receiving  the  petition.  Hbe  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont,,he  said,  ol^eoted  to  flie  calling  these  pe- 
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titicmen  inoendiariea,  and  yet,  said  Mr.  0.,  he 
does  not  oiject  to  the  language  used  by  them 
towarcto  those  who  sent  tts  here. 

Ur.  Swift  had  only  said  that  gentlemen  could 
Jndge  of  the  langoage  of  the  petition  for  them- 
aelves.  The  petitioners,  he  had  said,  were  en- 
tarely  respectable,  were  influenced  by  the  purest 
motives,  and  believed  themselves  justified  in 
speaking  of  evils  as  they  supposed  them  to 
exist. 

Hr.  Oalhottk  cared  not  what  their  motives 
were ;  he  cared  not  whether  they  acted  from 
ignorance  or  design;  he  only  judged  of  the 
effect.  Those  persons  who  presented  this  pe- 
tition knew  of  the  existence  of  the  Soathem  in- 
stitutions, and  yet  Ihiej  spoke  of  them  as  un- 
just, wicked,  and  diab(dical.  'Whatever  might 
be  the  design  of  theae  men,  the  course  the^y 
were  pursDing  was  calonlated  to  deetroy  this 
Union  and  sab  vert  ita  inadtnticnu. 

After  tome  additional  ranarks  from  Kr. 

OAIJBOTm, 

Mr.  BnoBAKAiT  moved  to  lay  the  qaeation  on 
the  table^  and  it  was  agreed  to. 


MoBi>A.T,  February  1. 
Mommmt  to  Nathaa  Sale. 

Among  the  petitions  presented  to-day  was 
one,  by  Hr.  Kilbs,  of  sundrr  efttcena  of  Kew 
Hflvenj  Ooimectiont,  setting  forth  the  extraor- 
dinary services,  the  great  merits,  and  the  nn- 
timely  fete,  of  Captain  Nathan  Hale,  of  the 
revolutionary  army,  and  praying  that  a  mona- 
ment  may  be  erected  to  his  memory. 

The  reading  and  reference  were  agreed  to. 


WsDiTBBDAT,  Fehnury  8. 

JFreneh  JJiiin. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Out,  the  previous  orders 
were  postponed,  in  order  to  oonrider  the  reso- 
lution he  offered  some  days  since,  calling  for 
infimnation  from  the  President,  which  it  was 
neoeBRaiT  tiiat  tiie  Ck>mmittee  on  Fwetgn  Re- 
lations ukonid  have  before  it.  The  reaolntion 
was  accordingly  taken  np,  aa  follows : 

ReMolved^  That  the  President  be  requested  to  com- 
mnnlcate  to  the  Senate,  if  they  be  at  his  command, 
coi^  of  the  expose  irtiidi  accompuiled  the  French 
biU  of  indflnmity  from  the  Chamber  of  D^uties  to 
the  Chamber  of  Peers  of  France  on  the  2?th  of 
April,  18S5,  and  of  the  report  of  the  oommittee  pre- 
aented  to  the  Chamber  of  Feen,  on  the  fith  of  June, 
1886 ;  and,  also,  a  copy  (tf  the  ortelDal  note  in  the 
French  language,  from  the  Duo  oe  Broglie  to  Vx. 
Barton,  under  date  of  the  20th  October,  1885, 
a  tranalation  of  which  was  communicated  to  Con- 
gress with  the  Prefddent'a  special  Message  of  the  16th 
■Tacuaiy,  1636. 

Iteaolved,  also,  That  the  President  be  requested 
Qt  not  incompatible  with  the  public  interest)  to 
oommonicate  to  the  Senate  a  copy  of  a  note,  if  mere 
be  one,  from  Hr.  Uvingston  to  tiie  Yremii  ICnister 
of  Vop^pk  AffiOn,  onder  date  of  the  a7th  day  of 


April,  I8SK,  and  copies  of  any  other  official  note 
a^reased  by  Hr.  liviDgattHi,  during  his  misriim  to 
France,  either  to  the  IVeudi  Minuter  of  Fon^ 
AGBura  or  to  the  Secretary  of  State^  not  berelofiire 
oomoumicated  to  Oongren. 

Tbubsdat,  Febmazy  4. 

Incendiary  Pvblieatione, 

Mr.  Oauottk,  from  tbe  select  oommittee  to 
whcon  that  part  of  theMeaaageof  tfaePre^dent 
was  referred,  made  a  re|Kn1^  aocompanied  bj 
the  following  bill : 

A  BILL  prohibiting  deputy  postmasters  trma  receiv- 
ing or  tnnamittiag  throngfa  the  mail,  to  any  State^ 
Territory,  or  Dismct,  certain  papers  therein  men- 
tioned, the  circulation  of  which,  by  the  laws  of 
said  State,  Territory,  or  District,  be  pndnldtedl, 
and  fcH"  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  <te.,  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for 
any  deputy  postmaster,  in  any  State,  Territory,  or 
IHstrict,  knowingly  to  recdve  and  put  into  dte  maO, 
any  pamphlet,  nenpspet,  handUU,  or  other  paper, 
prbited  or  written,  or  ^ct<»ial  reprtaentation,  toncb- 
ing  the  suUect  <^  riarery,  addressed  to  any  pecsnk 
or  poet  office  in  any  State,  TeTrit<H7,  or  Disbtictf 
where,  by  the  laws  of  tbe  said  State,  Territory,  or 
District,  their  circulation  is  prohibited.  Nor  ahall 
it  be  lawflil  for  any  depu^  postmaster  In  said  State, 
Territory,  or  District,  knowin^y  to  deUrer  to  any  per- 
son any  Buoh  pamphlet,  newspq>er,  bandUH,  or  other 
papCT,  printed  or  written,  or  pictorial  representation, 
to  any  person  whatever,  except  to  such  person  or  per- 
sons as  are  duly  authorized  by  the  proper  authori^  of 
such  State,  Territory,  or  District,  to  receire  the  same. 

Sso.  S.  AndbtityiirtMereiiaatd,  TbatitdttDbe 
the  duty  of  the  Fosttnaster  General  to  dtamlaB  ftom 
office  any  deputy  postmaster  offending  in  the  prem- 
ises, and  such  depaty  postmaster  shall,  on  war- 
viction  thereof,  in  any  court  having  oompetrat  juris- 
diction, be  fined  in  any  sum  not  less  than  

dollars,  and  not  more  than  dollars,  aoconling 

to  tiie  a^ravatioa  of  the  <^lesice,  at  the  fiscrction 
of  tbe  court, 

Sia  8.  And  ht  it  futrHur  enaOed,  That  H  dtsll 
be  the  du^  of  depn^  postmasters,  mail  carritra, 

and  other  officers  and  agents  of  the  POst  Office 
Department  to  co-operate,  as  fiu*  as  may  be,  to  pre- 
vent the  drculation  of  any  pamphlet,  newsp^ier, 
handbill,  or  other  puper,  printed  or  written,  or  [no- 
torial representation  as  aforesaid,  in  any  State,  Terri- 
tory, or  District,  irtiere,  1^  the  laws  said  State, 
Territory,  or  IMstrict,  the  same  are  prohibited ;  and 
that  nothing  in  the  acts  of  Congreas  to  establish  and 
regulate  the  Post  OBBoe  Department  shall  be  eon- 
strued  to  protect  any  deputy  postmaster,  mail 
carrier,  or  othv  officer,  or  agent  of  said  Department, 
convicted  of  knowingly  circulating  in  any  State, 
Toritory,  or  District,  as  aforesaid,  any  such  pamphlet, 
newt^}^per,  handlull,  or  other  p^>er,  priuted  or 
written,  or  pictorial  representation,  forbidden  by  the 
laws  of  sudi  State,  Territory,  or  District 

Sic  4.  And  b«  it  further  enacted.  That  it  sbaQ 
be  the  duty  of  the  Postmaster  General  to  fbniish  to 
the  deputy  postmasters,  and  the  agents  and  officers 
of  the  Department,  copies  of  the  laws  of  the  several 
States,  Territories,  and  Districts,  prohIl»ting  the 
publication  or  circulation  of  any  pamidlleC,  news- 
paper, handbill,  or  other  paper,  piuitod  or  written. 
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or  jixtoiial  lepreaentaUoii,  wHUu  the  llmitt  of  mid 
Statea,  Territories;  or  IMstriota,  for  tbdr  «>Teni- 
ment  fn  the  premises ;  and  make  such  regautioiia, 
and  give  snch  inBtmctlons  for  caiTTing  tUs  act  Into 
effect,  as  maj  not  be  contrary  to  law. 

Sxc.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
deputy  poBtmasten  of  uie  ofSces  where  the  pam- 
phlets, newspapers,  handtulls,  or  other  papers,  prated 
or  mitten,  or  pictorial  reiveeentatioos  aforesaid,  may 
be  deposited,  shall,  under  the  inatmctions  of  the 
FOetDMSter  General,  from  time  to  time  gire  notice 
of  ttte  same,  so  that  they  may  be  withdrawn  by  the 
postm  deposiUog  them ;  and,  if  not  withdrawn  in 
the  space  of  one  month  thereafter,  shall  be  bnint  or 
Otherwise  destroyed. 

Mr.  Manqum  zQOTed  that  five  tbonsand  extra 
copies  of  Uie  report  be  printed. 

Three  members  of  the  oommittee  (Mr.  Datib, 
of  Maasachttsetta,  Mr.  Ema,  of  Georgia,  and 
Hr.  Iasn;  of  Missonri)  rose  and  ezpr^ed  dis- 
sent from  the  report. 

Mr.  Oalhoun  said  that  a  mqority  of  the 
committee  did  not  coDcor  in  the  report,  thong'b 
there  were  two  members  of  it,  himse^  and  the 
gentleman  ftrom  North  Carolina,  who  cod- 
carred  thronghont ;  three  ol^er  gmtleiiiett  con- 
cmired  with  the  greater  part  of  the  report, 
thongh  thej  dissented  firom  some  parts  of  it, 
and  two  gentlemen  oonotirred  also  with  some 
parts  at  it.  As  to  the  bill,  two  of  the  com- 
mittee would  have  preferred  a  different  one, 
though  they  had  rather  have  that  than  none  at 
all ;  another  gentleman  waa  opposed  to  it  alto- 
getiier.  The  bill,  however,  was  a  natural  con- 
sequence of  the  report,  and  the  two  did  not  dis- 
agree with  each  other. 

Mr.  Makouh  modified  his  motion  moving 
to  print  6,000  copies  of  the  report,  together 
wim  the  bUl ;  which  motion  waa  agreed  to. 


Hom>AT,  rebroary  8, 

France  and  ike  United  8tate$ — Mediation  <if 
Great  MHtain — Message  frmn  the  PretidenU 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Prerfdent 
of  the  United  States  on  the  subject  of  the  me- 
diation of  Great  Britain,  as  follows : 

WiflBiiiaTOVt  J^UrtMry  8, 1886. 
To  the  Senate  and  Bovte  of  Repneentatims  : 

The  Government  of  Great  Brit^  has  oSiered  Its 
mediation  for  the  adjustment  of  the  dispute  between 
the  United  States  and  fiance.  Carefully  guarding 
that  point  in  the  controversy  which,  as  it  mvolves 
our  honor  and  independence,  admits  of  no  cmn- 
promise,  I  liave  dieerfhlly  accepted  Mie  oiRr.  It 
will  be  obviously  hnproper  to  resort  even  to  the 
mildest  measures  of  a  compulsory  character,  until  it 
is  ascertahied  whether  France  has  declined  or  accepted 
the  methatioc  I  therefore  recommend  a  suspension 
of  all  proceeduira  onthatpartofmyspedalmess^ 
of  the  ISth  of  January  last,  whidi  proposes  a  partial 
non-intnoourse  with  France.  WbJle  we  cannot  too 
hi^j  UHmctate  the  elevated  aud  diamterested 
motives  (Hthe  oflbr  of  Great  Britain,'  and  have  a  just 
reliance  upon  tiie  great  influence  tu  that  power  to 
restore  the  relations  of  andent  fijendaUp  between 
You  Xn.— 46 
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the  United  States  and  France,  and  Inunr,  too,  that 
our  own  padflc  policy  will  be  strictly  adhered  to 
until  the  national  honor  compels  us  to  depart  from 
it,  we  should  be  insendble  to  tiie  exposed  condition 
of  our  country,  and  forget  the  lessons  of  experience, 
if  we  did  not  efficientiy  and  sedulously  prepare  for 
an  adTerse  result.  The  peace  of  a  nadion  does  not 
dep»d  ezclurivdy  upon  its  own  will,  nor  upon  the 
beneficent  policy  of  neighboring  powers;  and  that 
nation  which  is  found  totally  unprepared  for  the 
exigencies  and  dangers  of  war,  although  it  come 
wiwout  having  given  warning  of  its  approodt,  is 
criminally  n^hgent  of  its  honor  and  its  duty. 

I  cannot  too  stroagly  repeat  the  reconunendation 
already  made,  to  plaoe  tfaeeeaboard  in  a  properstato 
for  defence,  and  prompUy  to  provide  the  means  for 
amidy  protecting  oar  cwomerce. 

ANBBEW  JACKSON. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Out,  the  Message  was  re- 
f^red  to  the  Oomndttee  on  Forefgn  BelaticmB, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed.* 

JRw  Ttirh  8u;ff^ren. 

Mr.  "WBieHT  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  tity  of  New 
York,  urging  tlie  passage  of  the  now  before 
the  Hoose  BepresentatiTes  fpr  the  extension 
of  the  time  of  payment  of  the  dnty  bonds  fall- 
ing dne  in  tlie  dtj  of  New  York  sabseqnent  to 
the  great  confl^ation  of  the  16th  of  Decem- 
ber last,  and  said  he  felt  bound  to  occupy  a  few 
moments  of  the  time  of  the  Senate  in  bringing 
to  their  attention  the  suggestions  contained  in 
this  memorial.  The  memorial  stated  that  the 
importanoe  of  the  passage  of  the  bill  had  been 
vastly  increased  by  the  delay  which  had  already 
taken  ^ace. 

Mr.  W.  then  moved  that  the  memorial,  with- 
out reading,  be  laid  on  the  table  and  printed ; 
which  motion  prevailed  without  a  divikon. 


Thussd&t,  February  11. 

Dietriet  ({f  Oohimbia — Axeumfption  ^t%e  Dutch 
Debt, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ttuer,  the  special  order 
waa  postnmed  until  Mcmdi^,  and  the  Senate 
took  np  md  bill  for  the  relief  of  tiie  several  ow- 
porations  of  the  District  of  ColnmUa : 


*  TUm  proflhred  nwdiitloa  ct  Great  Britain  la  om  of  tha 

most  b««tlftil  Inddaota  In  tlie  blstorr  ot  nations.  I'ranoe 
and  tlia  Unltod  Statte  bad  fimgU  bother  against  Graat 
Britain :  now  Groat  Britain  steps  between  Knnoe  and  tha 
Ualtod  Stateo  to  prerent  them  from  figbtlng  eaeh  other 
George  the  TbM  raoelTcd  the  oomblned  attacks  of  the 
Fronch  and  Amarlouu:  Us  son,  William  the  Vonrth,  inter, 
poaea  to  prevent  ttwlr  anna  from  bdng  ttunod  against  each 
other.  This  madlBtion,  Tohmtarfly  oObroO,  and  from  mo- 
tlras  elevated  and  dUntenated,  was  seeeptAd  hy  both  par- 
ti e«,  and  In  tovx  monthi  the  itHajtH  instalments  were  paid, 
and  the  two  oonntrles,  alllee  In  the  war  of  Independence 
and  on  the  eve  trf  a  mptnra  bow,  ware  rasfamd  to  their  an* 
dent  friendly  relatlona. 
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BILL  for  the  relief    the  serenl  cotponte  dtiM 
«f  the  DMrieC  of  OolDinMA. 

Se  it  eiwUd,  etc,  That  the  Secretaty  of 
XteaKorj  be,  and  be  is  hereby,  aathorized  and 
direi^  to  enter  into  and  nuke  such  contrkct  or 
vnuigements  aa  to  him  may  appear  proper,  irith  the 
hcdders  of  the  evidences  of  debt  contracted  and 
entered  into  between  the  dtiea  of  Waabiogton, 
Alexandria,  and  Georgetown,  and  certain  indiTiaualH 
(n  Holland,  n^otiated  bj  Richard  Boab,  Esq.,  on 
behalf  6i  said  corporate  bodies,  for  the  purpose  of 
fidlyaBBoming  upon  the  United  States  the  entire  oUi- 
gation  of  pajine  said  debts,  with  the  accruing  interest 
thereon,  acoor^ng  to  the  terms  of  sud  ocmtrkct; 
and  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaaiy  be  (Urected 
and  anthorized  to  pay,  oat  of  anj  moneys  in  the 
trMBiii7  not  otbbnrise  ^ipnqiriated,  stidi  sum  or 
some  as  bare  been  paid,  or  from  time  to  time  may 
become  and  &11  due  in  the  shape  of  interest, 
exdianges,  costs,  or  expenses,  incuned  by  the  terms 
of  said  contract  of  loan,  or  m  and  about  tiie  nego- 
tiation thereAw. 

The  bill  mi  leoonunittod. 


Fbdat,  Fetnw7  12. 

SloKtry  Mnnorialt. 

The  PennsjlTania  memorial  praying  for  the 
alKdhum  of  darery  in  the  Distriot  Cxtlumbia, 
was  called  ni^  as  uie  0rat  on  the  list  of  general 
orders.  mX*K 

Mr.  EiKQ,  of  Ceaggia,  sud :  These  peUtions 
had  been  coming  here  without  intermisaon  ever 
nnoe  the  foondiraon  of  the  Government,  and  he 
coiUd  tell  the  Senator  (Kr.  OiXHouK)  that  if  they 
were  each  to  be  honored  by  a  lengthy  discnadon 
^presentment,  anhonor  not  heretofore  granted 
-to  them,  they  woold  not  only  continne  to  oome 
iiere,  bat  tbey  wonld  thicken  apon  us  so  long 
as  the  GoTemment  remained  in  existence.  We 
may  seek  occasions,  said  Mr.  K.,  to  rave  abont 
oar  rights ;  we  may  af>peal  to  the  guarantees 
of  the  oonstitation,  which  are  denied :  we  may 
^eakfrftbestrengttiof  theSonth,  andponroot 
uuneasured  denondatitms  against  the  North; 
we  may  threaten  vengeance  against  the  aboti- 
tionists,  and  menace  a  dissolotion  d(  the  Union, 
and  all  thatj  and  tfans  exhausting  oiA^ves 
mentally  and  physically,  and  setting  down  to 
m>Iand  the  spirit  of  oar  own  efforts,  Arthur 
Tiq>pan  and  his  pipns  fraternity  wonld  very 
ooolly  remark :  "  Well,  that  is  precisely  what  I 
wanted ;  I  wanted  a^tatian  in  the  Soath ;  I 
wished  to  provoke  the  '  aristocratic  slavehold- 
^  er  *  to  makeextravagantdemandsontheNorth, 
which  the  Korth  could  not  oonristently  suiren- 
them.  I  wished  them,  under  the  metext 
of  aeoaring  th^  own  ri^ts^  to  ouvoaon  upon 
the  lifditB  ^  all  the  Anurioaa  peiqde.  In 
ahort^  I  wish  to  change  tlw  issue ;  up<m  the 
present  issue  we  are  dmi.  Every  movement, 
every  demonstration  of  fbeling  among  onr  own 
people,  shows  that  npon  the  present  issue  the 
body  of  the  people  is  against  ua.  The 
must  be  changed,  or  the  procpects  of  abo- 
^ttoa  are  at  aa  ena."  This  languge,  }b.  K. 
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said,  was  not  conjectured,  bat  there  was  much 
evidence  ttf  its  troth. 

Sir,  B^d  Mr.  E.,  if  Bonthem  Senators  vera 
actuuly  in  the  pay  of  the  ^rectory  on  Naasan 
street  uiey  ooold  not  mcwe  e^etaally  co-<^r- 
ato  in  the  views  and  adndnlster  to  the  wi^es 
of  these  enemies  to  the  peace  and  qoi^  of  our 
country.  And  yet,  sud  Mr.  K.,  we  have  jnst 
been  charged  with  sacrificing  Sonthwn  interests 
to  atttun  a  political  end.  [uWe  Mr.  Moomt  said 
the  Senator  from  Geor^a  had  misunderstood 
him,  and  made  some  explanations.]  Mr.  K. 
sud  he  had  expressly  imdmtood  the  Seoator 
to  say  that  the  oljeet  of  the  course  trf^  the  ad- 
ministration par^  was  to  &VW  the  pretendoas 
of  a  certain  Noruiem  can^dato  for  the  ]n<es- 
daatj,  but  aco^ted  the  explanation. 

It  was  a  good  nuudm  in  politics  as  well  aa 
private  life,  Mr.  K.  sa^  never  to  demand  too 
much.  By  m airing  uureascmable  demand^  we 
often  lost  that  to  which  we  were  plainly 
titled.  If  the  non-slaveholding  States  were  will- 
ing to  allow  ns  all  our  rights,  we  should  be 
si^sfied.  We  should  never  leave  an  imprccnft- 
hie  poaitiMi  for  the  donbtfid  iMti^ectB  of  a  oan- 
gerons  ally. 

Notwithstanding  what  he  had  said,  he  was 
not  prepared  to  say  that  the  motion  of  the 
Senator  from  Carolina  might  not  be  entertained 
withont  any  dangerous  invaaon  at  »  otmstita- 
tional  ri^t.  It  has  been  insisted  that  the  me- 
moriaUsts  bear  no  interest  in  the  sutject,  and 
therefore  are  not  entitled  to  the  right  at  peti- 
tion. We  should  recollect  however,  that  the 
ri^t  of  petition  is  esteemed  a  very  sacred  one 
in  this  country;  and  we  should  make  up  no 
unnecessary  issues  abont  it.  The  people  on 
these  matters  nsnally  measnred  in  Cie  lump ; 
they  did  notunderstuid  these  nice  ooostitntion- 
al  distinctions  and  partlamentary  rules,  and  a 
refusal  to  receive  petitions  on  such  grounds 
would  be  looked  npcm  as  an  arrogant  attack 
upon  a  popular  right^  and  wonld  be  so  used  by 
the  enemies  of  the  South. 

But  why  were  we  bound  to  refuse  to  reodvo 
these  petitions  t  If  he  understood  Senators, 
it  was  on  two  grounds :  the  first  was,  that  the 
language  refieoted  on  a  pwtimi  of  the  members. 
Now,  said  Mi.  E.,  every  Sonthera  Senator 
feels  an  equal  indignation  at  having  these  me- 
morials brooght  before  them.  Bat  he  did  not 
know  how  the  manoriaUsts,  in  this  particnlar 
case,  ooold  have  presented  the  sobject  at  all  in 
more  respectful  language  than  they  have  era- 
ployed.  But  he  said  he  was  already  strmgly 
committed  on  this  point,  by  votes  given  on 
other  occawMU^  rinoe  he  had  been  in  the  Senate, 
He  could  not  dtange  hu  aetkm  until  he  had 
changed  his  opfadra.  He  ooiuada«d  tiie  pre- 
tensions of  the  Senate  on  this  sulject  the  nrast 
dangerous  and  extraordinary  ever  tolerated  in 
any  representative  Government.  The  dot^rine^ 
as  acted  on  in  a  few  cases  in  tiie  Senate,  was, 
that  we  would  not  reoeive  any  memorial  that 
might,  in  the  <^iinion  the  8enat<H«,  "  reflect 
on  the  body,  or  any  monber  oS  itj*  On  tlua 
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principle,  how  are  the  people  ever  to  obtain 
reform  of  abnaes,  onginating  in  the  two  Houses, 
or  either  House  ?  Where  would  the  priuciple 
lead  to  ?  He  would  not  dwell  opon  the  sub- 
ject, but  he  would  put  a  few  plain  oases,  that 
would  be  well  understood  by  Senators,  We 
have,  B^d  Hr.  K.,  been  in  the  habit  of  voting 
ourselves  privileges.  All  ezoInsiTe  privileges 
are  Jaatlf  odious  to  our  people.  Thej  are  in- 
conajsteat  with  the  American  character,  and 
opposed  to  the  genius  of  our  institutions.  We 
have  voted  ourselves  the  franking  privilege,  not 
daring  the  session,  as  formerly,  but  in  perpetuity. 
This  privilege,  it  was  known,  was  sometimes 
grossly  abased,  which  would  be  strong  argu- 
ment for  its  total  repeal.  He  also  spoke  of  the 
purchase  of  books  for  the  members,  and  refer- 
red to  the  practice  of  members  in  paying  for 
tiieiT  newspapers  ont  of  the  public  money,  in 
support  of  which  practice  he  had  never  been 
able  to  elicit  any  argument,  except  the  unan- 
swerable one  of  the  yeas  and  nays.  The  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  two  Hoases  had  been 
also  swelled  In  a  few  years  to  an  enormons 
extent  There  were  other  oases  of  more  mag- 
nitude, which  might  be  made  the  subject  of 
complaint  by  the  people,  but  he  referred  to  them 
as  obvious  cases,  that  had  been  spoken  of  dur- 
ing the  present  session.  Suppose,  then,  the 
people  were  to  petition  Congress  to  abolish  the 
franking  privilege,  and  state,  as  a  reason,  the 
enormous  abuses  to  which  it  is  subject.  Sup- 
pose they  look  at  the  sum  total  of  your  contin- 
gent acconnt,  and,  believing  it  impossible  it 
could  be  honestly  expended  for  any  contingen- 
cies that  the  constitntion  will  allow,  pray  Con- 
gress to  look  into  the  sabject,  and  reform  the 
abase;  according  to  this  novel  doctrine,  any 
Senator  mi|^t  rise  and  move  that  "  the  memo- 
rial be  not  received,^  because  it  "  reflected  on 
tiie  Senate  or  some  of  its  members."  Sir,  said 
lb.  K.,  I  deny  the  whole  doctrine.  I  deny  it 
in  the  general,  and  I  deny  it  in  the  p^icolar ; 
I  deny  it  in  the  gross,  and  I  deny  it  in  the  de- 
tail. It  has  not  one  single  inch  of  ground  in 
the  constitution  to  stand  upon.  We  were  sent 
here  to  do  the  business  of  the  public,  and  not 
to  set  n'lt  arbitrary  codes  for  the  protection  of 
car  dignity,  and  ^en  be  left  to  determme  what  i 
dignity  means.  I  consider  true  senatorial  dig- 
nity to  consist  In  a  straightforward,  independ- 
ent discharge  of  our  const! tntional  duties,  and 
not  in  searching  into  the  language  employed  by 
oar  coDstitnents,  when  they  ask  as  for  a  re- 
dress of  grievances,  to  see  if  we  Cannot  find 
some  pretext  to  conmiit  a  fraud  upon  the  con- 
stitation.  If  the  people  thou^t  we  had  done 
wrong,  they  had  a  right  plainly  to  tell  us  so ; 
and  if  we  found  the  charge  true,  we  should 
set  about  a  reformation.  If  untrue,  we  should 
reject  their  petitions  on  that  account. 

Mr.  E.  said  he  had  spoken  of  this  doctrine 
bi  a  general  point  of  view,  and  conld  not  hon- 
or the  aboUDonists  bo  far  as  to  eoffer  th^  to 
provoke  him  to  a  violation  of  the  oonstitation 
as  he  understood  it. 


In  the  second  place,  it  was  contended  that 
we  shonld  not  receive  the  petition,  because  to 
grant  it  would  beunconstitutiona].  Was  it  not 
apparent  that  this  was  assuming  prematurely 
that  which  we  should  arrive  at  by  an  examina- 
tion of  the  subject  ?  It  had  been  adted — why 
receive  the  petition,  if  it  were  afterwards  to 
he  rejected!  Senators  had  asked — what  was 
the  difi^rence  between  the  two  modes  of  pro- 
ceeding ?  He  would  ask,  in  tarn,  if  there  was 
no  difference,  why  did  gentlemen  inrist  on  t^ir 
motion?  There  was  a  difference,  however, 
which  he  thought  was  well  understood. 

To  refuse  to  receive,  denied  the  right  of  be- 
ing heard.  To  receive,  and  reject  Uie  prayer 
of  the  petitioner,  gave  the  privilege  of  a  hear- 
ing, and  the  judgment  of  the  Senate  upon  the 
su^ect.  This  petition,  he  said,  had  been  read, 
and  its  object  considered ;  but  not  necessarily 
so.  The  motion  was  perfectly  in  order,  before 
reading,  on  a  statement  of  the  nature  of  the 
memorial  by  the  Senator  offering  it,  and  the 
theory  of  the  motion  was  to  deny  the  rif^t  to 
a  condderation.  This  oonsideratkai  m^t 
change  an  opinion  previoash'  formed  without 
it ;  and  should  not  be  denied  heoanse  oar  first 
impresrions  may  be  against  the  rights  of  the 
petitioners. 

Mr.  K,  said  that  he  believed,  also,  after  some 
reflection  upon  the  subject,  that  Congress  had 
no  constitutional  power  to  emancipate  the 
slaves  in  the  District  of  Columbia^  in  the  man- 
ner contemplated  by  the  memoriahsts.  He  be- 
lieved that  Congress  had  precisely  the  same 

(>ower  over  the  sabject  in  tne  IHstrict  of  Co- 
nmbia  that  the  States  had  in  their  respective 
limits,  and  he  agreed  perfectly  with  the  Sena- 
tor from  Virginia  (Mr.  Lbiob)  that  the  States 
themselves  had  no  power  to  take  the  slave  from 
the  owner,  except  for  public  use,  and  for  a  just 
compensation.  He  did  not  agree,  however, 
with  the  Senator  from  Virginia  in  his  oon- 
stmction  of  the  proviso  in  the  Virginia  cession, 
as  the  plain  import  and  intention  of  the  proviso 
was  only  to  negative  the  idea  that  the  soil  was 
transferred  wim  the  jurisdiction.  But  the  fud 
of  this  proviso  was  not  necessary  to  the  con- 
stitntional  argument,  and  he  did  not  believe  the 
Senator  placed  much  stress  upon  it. 

Hr.  Oalhoun  sud :  I  have  heard  wi^  deep 
mortification  and  regret  the  speech  of  tiie  Sen&> 
tor  from  Georgia;  not  that  I  suppose  tiiat  his 
argmnenta  can  have  much  impression  in  the 
South,  but  because  of  their  tendency  to  divide 
and  distract  the  Southern  delegation  on  this, 
to  us,  all  momentons  question.  We  are  here 
bat  a  handfkil  in  the  midst  of  an  overwhelming 
m^ority.  It  is  the  duty  of  every  member  from 
the  South,  on  this  great  and  vital  question, 
where  union  is  so  important  to  those  whom  we 
represent,  to  avoid  every  thing  calculated  to 
divide  or  distract  our  ranks.  I,  said  Mr.  0., 
the  Senate  wiU  bear  witness,  have,  in  all  that  I 
have  sud  on  this  suMsct,  been  careAil  to  re- 
spect the  feelings  of  Bonfbem  members  who 
nave  difibred  frma  me  in  iho  policy  to  be  pnr- 
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Bned.  Having  thus  aoted,  on  mj  part,  I  mnst 
expresB  my  Borprise  at  the  har^  ezpressiona, 
to  say  the  least  in  irhidi  the  Senator  from 
Geoi^a  has  indolged. 

pfr.  EiNO  here  asked  that  the  ezpressionB 
might  he  specified,] 

Hr.  0.  replied  that  he  nnderstood  the  Sena- 
tor to  designate  the  demand  of  the  questioD 
on  the  receiving  of  the  petition  as  a  mere  pre- 
text. 

rUr.  Ema  diaclaimed  having  done  so.] 
Mr.  0.  said  that  he  certfdnly  nnderstood  the 
Senator  from  Geor^a  as  having  nsed  the  expres- 
sion, but  was  gratified  that  he  had  disclaimed 
it ;  hnt  he  comd  not  be  mistaken  in  saying  that 
the  Senator  had  represented  the  course  vliieh 
I,  and  other  Senators  who  think  with  me,  ha^ 
parsned  in  reference  to  tiiis  snhject,  as  aiding 
and  playing  into  the  hands  of  A.  Tappan  &  Oo., 
and  calcnlated  to  produce  agitation,  I  would 
ask,  said  Ur.  0.,  upon  what  possible  authority 
sncut  assotion  can  be  made  t  Wliat  has  been 
my  coarse  t  Has  it  not  been  purely  defennve  ? 
I  am  averse  to  Congress  touoiing  the  subject 
of  abolition,  and  from  the  begioniDg  of  the  ses- 
sion have  prescribed  to  myself  as  a  role  not  to 
be  departed  from,  a  resistance  of  all  attempts 
to  bring  the  subject  within  the  sphere  of  the 
action  of  this  body.  Acting  on  this  principle, 
I  felt  myself  hound,  said  Hr.  0.,  to  demand  the 
question  on  rec^ving  the  various  petitions 
which  have  been  presented,  in  order  to  shnt 
the  doors  of  the  Senate  against  tiie  admission 
of  the  wicked  and  fanatical  agitators.  Had  I 
not  a  right,  s^d  Mr.  O.,  secnred  by  the  parlia- 
mentary rules  of  this  body,  to  demand  this 
question,  tmd  was  I  not  bound  to  ezert^se  it 
on  this  occasion  ?  Tfhen  the  incendiaries  pre- 
sent tiiemselves  here,  in  violation  of  the  consti- 
tution, with  petitions  in  the  highest  degree 
calumnious  of  tiie  people  of  the  South,  holding 
them  up  as  despots,  dealers  in  human  flesh,  and 
pu'ates,  was  it  for  me,  representing  one  of  the 
Sonthem  States,  to  be  dlent  on  eadh  an  occa- 
n(Hi,  and  to  indorse  saoh  slanders  on  my  oon- 
^tuents,  by  receiving  themt  I  certainly  do 
not  so  estimate  my  dufy.  I  omisider  it  the 
proper  occasion  to  exercise  the  rights  which 
belonj^  to  me  as  a  Senator,  to  demand  the 
qnestion  on  the  reception:  for  doing  this  I 
nave  been  accused  as  an  agitator.  Tms  is  the 
utmost  extent  of  my  offending.  But,  said  Dlx. 
0.,  let  us  inquire,  if  there  has  been  agitation, 
who  are  the  agitators,  and  who  is  responmble 
for  discussion  ?  Is  it  I  and  those  who  have 
acted  with  me ;  who  have  acted  on  the  defen- 
sive; who  have  demanded  a  question  which 
every  Senator  has  the  acknowledged  ri^t  of 
demanding  on  eve^  petititm,  or  those  who 
hare  re^sted  that  dunandt  And  on  what 
ground  has  this  demand  "been  reedsted  I  Oan 
any  be  more  extraordinary  than  that  to  refbse 
to  receive  is  a  violation  of  the  constitution  ? 
"What  are  the  words  of  that  instrumeut  ?  That 
"OoDgress  shall  pass  no  law  prohibiting  the 
peojde  from  peaceably  aasoml^g  and  pnying 


[Tebkuaet,  1888. 

for  a  redress  of  ^evancea"  Baa  any  such  law 
been  passed  i  Have  t^eee  agitators  been  pro- 
hibited from  pray  in  g  for  a  redress  c^grieranoes  f 
Does  any  one  pretend  that  sadi  is  the  ftotf 
How,  then,  can  it  be  asserted  that,  to  refuse  to 
receive  these  slanderous  petitions,  praying  the 
enactment  of  uncoDstitntional  lawB,  is  a  viola- 
tion of  the  constitution  ? 

I,  siud  Mr.  0.,  am  gratified  that  the  Senator 
from  Georgia  concedes  the  point  that  Oongresa 
has  no  power  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District 
— a  concession  which  atones  for  mnch  whidi 
he  has  said.  To  yield  the  right  here,  is  to 
yield  the  right  to  Congress  to  abolish  slavery 
in  the  States.  X  would  proclaim,  s^d  Mr.  O., 
to  the  whole  South  thi^  if  the  ridlit  be  sur- 
rendered to  abdlsh  iSxnrj  in  the  IMstric^ 
their  most  effectual  guard  is  snrroidered.  But 
I  will  ask  the  Senator  firom  Georgia,  if  C<m- 
gress  has  no  right  to  abolish  slavery  in  this 
District  more  thw  to  do  so  in  the  States,  upon 
what  principle  con  he  vote  upon  the  reception 
of  this  petition  which,  he  concedes,  prays  the 
Senate  to  pass  a  law  in  violation  of  the  consti- 
tution ?  Let  ns  change  the  question,  to  test 
the  principle  on  which  the  Senator  acts.  He 
admits  the  constitutional  power  of  Congress 
over  the  subject,  whether  in  tiiis  District  or  in 
the  States,  to  be  the  same ;  I  ask  him,  tiien, 
said  Mr.  C^  addresong  Mr.  Eiso,  is  he  pre- 
pared, as  a  Senator  from  Georgia,  to  vote  to  re- 
ceive apetitionfw  tbe  abolitim  of  slavery  in  fkat 
State— apetition,  too,  forhisprin<»pleeKotothat 
extent,  ooaohed  in  the  most  abusive  and  slander- 
ous language  against  the  State  and  its  institutions? 

[Mr.  Kmo  replied,  yes.] 

AIL  then,  said  Mr.  C,  that  I  oan  say  is, 
that  the  Senator  and  myself  are  so  organized  as 
to  have  feelings  directly  dissiinilar.  Bather 
than  receive  such  a  petition  ag^nst  South  Caro- 
lina, against  those  whom  I  represent,  I  would 
have  my  head  dissevered  from  my  body. 

Mr.  Hiu.  said :  I  do  not  object  to  many  of 
the  positions  taken  by  Senators  on  the  abstract 
qnestion  of  N<»them  intn-ferenee  witii  slavery 
in  the  South,  Bat  I  do  protest  agaiut  the 
excitement  that  is  attempted  on  Hie  floor  of 
Congress,  to  be  kept  up  against  the  NoHh.  I 
do  protest  against  the  ura^  that  is  made  here 
of  the  acts  of  a  few  misguided  fanatics  as  the 
acts  of  the  whole  or  of  a  large  portion  of  the 
people  of  the  North.  I  do  protest  against  the 
countenance  that  is  here  given  to  the  idea  that 
the  people  of  the  North  generally  are  interfer- 
ing with  the  ri^its  and  property  ot  the  pec^le 
of  the  South. 

There  is  no  course  that  will  better  suit  the 
few  Northern  fanatics,  than  tiie  agitation  of 
the  qnestion  of  slavery  in  the  halls  of  C<mgre8S 
— ^nothing  will  please  them  better >than  the  £s- 
ensBions  which  are  taking  ^laoe,  and  a  solemn 
vote  of  either  branch  denymg  tiiem  the  right 
to  prefer  petitions  here,  praying  that  slavery 
may  be  abolished  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
A  denid  that  right  at  onoe  enables  them, 
and  not  without  color  of  troth,  to  cry  out  that 
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the  contest  going  on  is  "a  stnig^  between 
power  and  liberty." 

BdievlDg  the  intentions  of  those  who  have 
moved  Edmoltaneooaly  to  get  up  these  petitions 
St  this  time  to  be  mischtoC  I  was  elaa  to  see 
the  first  petition  that  came  id  here  laid  on  tiie 
table  wimont  discnssion,  and  withoot  reference 
to  any  committee.  The  motion  to  laj  on  the 
table  predndea  all  debate;  and,  if  decided 
affirmatively,  prevents  agitation.  It  was  with 
the  view  of  preventing  a^tation  of  tiiis  snb^ect 
that  I  moved  to  lay  the  second  set  of  petitions 
on  the  table.  A  senator  from  the  South  (Mr. 
Oalhoun)  has  ohosen  a  different  conrse;  he 
has  interposed  a  motion  which  opens  a  debate 
that  may  be  oontinned  for  months.  He  has 
chosen  to  agitate  this  qnestion;  and  he  has 

{iresented  th^  question,  the  decision  of  which, 
et  Senators  vote  as  they  may,  will  best  please 
the  i^tators  who  are  orging  the  fanatics  for- 
ward. 

How,  ur^  as  mnch  as  I  abhor  the  doings  of 
weak  or  wicked  men  who  are  moving  this  abo- 
lition qnestion  at  the  North,  I  yet  have  not  as 
bad  an  opinion  of  them  as  I  have  of  some  others 
who  are  attempting  to  make  of  these  puerile 
proceedings  an  ot^eot  of  alarm  to  the  whole 
Bonth. 

Of  all  &e  vehicles,  tracts,  pamphlets,  and 
new^pers,  printed  and  ciroidated  by  the  abo- 
litiomsts,  thwe  is  no  ten  or  twenty  of  them 
that  have  contributed  so  much  to  tiie  excite- 
ment as  &  single  newspaper  printed  in  tbisdty. 
I  need  not  name  this  paper,  when  I  inform  ^on 
that  for  the  last  five  years  it  has  been  laboring 
to  produce  a  Northern  and  a  Southern  party ;  to 
fan  the  flame  of  sectional  pr^udice;  to  open 
wider  the  breadi,  to  drive  harder  the  weoge, 
which  shall  divide  the  North  from  the  South. 
It  is  the  newspaper  which  in  1881-^2  strove  to 
create  that  state  of  things  in  relation  to  the 
tariff  which  would  produce  inevitable  collision 
between  the  two  sections  of  the  oonntry,  and 
which  oiged  to  that  crisis  in  South  Oarolina, 
terminating  in  her  deep  disgrace — 

nCr.  OAiaouK  here  interraptad  Ur,  Hnx, 
and  called  him  to  order.  Mr.  H.  took  his  seat, 
and  Mr.  Hubbabd  (being  in  tlie  chtur)  decided 
that  the  remarks  of  Mr.  H.  did  not  impugn  the 
motives  of  any  man ;  they  were  only  dasorip- 
tive  of  the  effects  of  cert^  proceedings  upon 
tbo  State  of  South  Oarolina ;  and  that  he  was 
not  out  of  order.] 

Mr.  Hill  resumed.  It  is  the  newspaper 
which  condemns  or  ridicules  the  well-meant 
efforts  of  m  officer  of  the  Government  to  stop 
the  drcalatioD  of  incendiary  publications  in 
the  slaveholding  States,  and  wnioh  dei^edly 
magnifies  the  number  and  the  efforts  of  the 
Northern  abolitionists.  It  is  the  newspaper 
which  libels  the  whole  North  by  representing 
the  almost  united  people  of  that  re^on  to  be  in- 
uncere  in  their  efforts  to  prevent  the  mischief 
of  a  few  fanatical  and  misguided  persons  who 
are  engaged  in  the  abolition  oanse. 

I  have  btfwe  me  a  oopj  of  this  newi^aper, 


[Skhatx. 

(the  United  States  Telegraph,  Duff  Green,  edi- 
tor,) filled  to  the  brim  with  the  exciting  sub- 
ject It  contains,  among  other  things,  a  ^eech 
of  an  honorable  Senator,  (Mr.  Jjdob.  of  'Vir- 
rinia,)  which  I  shall  not  be  sniprised  soon  to 
learn  has  been  issued  by  thonsanas  and  tens  of 
thousands  from  the  abolition  mint  at  New  York, 
for  circulation  in  the  South.  Surely  the  hon- 
orable Senator's  epeech  containing  that  port  of 
the  Ohanning  pamphlet,  is  most  likely  to  move 
the  Southern  slaves  to  a  servile  war,  at  the 
same  time  the  Channing  extracts  and  the 
Bpeedi  itself  are  most  admirably  calculated  to 
awaken  the  fears  or  arouse  the  indignation  of 
tiieir  masters.  The  circulation  of  such  a  speech 
will  effect  the  object  of  the  abolitionists  with- 
out trenching  upon  thdr  funds.  Let  the  agita- 
tion be  kept  np  m  Oongreaa,  and  let  this  news- 
paper be  eztfflislvely  ciroulated  in  the  Sonth, 
filled  with  such  speeches  and  such  extracts  as 
this  exhibits,  and  littie  will  be  left  for  the 
Northern  abolitionists  to  do.  They  need  do 
no  more  than  send  in  their  petitions ;  the  late 
printer  of  the  Senate  and  his  Mends  in  Con- 
gress will  create  enough  of  excitement  to  effect 
every  object  of  those  who  direct  the  move- 
ments of  the  abolitionists. 

Within  a  few  days  there  has  been  introduced 
into  this  body  a  Itiaus  naturce,  an  animal  with 
two  heads,  in  the  shape  of  a  report,  laboring  to 
prove  that  Congress  has  no  ri^t  to  pass  laws 
which  shall  prevent  the  circulation,  through 
the  moil,  of  incendiary  publications,  and  at  the 
same  time  presenting  a  bill  for  the  sanction  of 
the  Senate,  which  makes  it  a  crime  for  the 
officers  of  me  Post  Office  to  suffer  these  pabll- 
cations  to  pass  thro'jgh  their  offices.  This  re- 
port, this  monster,  whose  paternity  is  disavowed 
by  a  majority  of  the  committee  which  creates 
it,  comes  to  as  in  such  a  "questionable shape " 
that  I  will  speak  of  it.  Had  it  not  become  a 
habit  of  this  body  to  yield  much  to  courtesy, 
to  certain  Senators  of  the  m^jori^,  I  would 
say  that  the  monster  comes  here  entirely  ont 
<^  order.  It  is,  however,  so  great  a  favorite, 
that  while  tlie  Senate  can  order  no  more  than 
three  tiiodsasd  extra  copies  of  a  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  highly  in- 
teresting to  the  people  of  the  country  at  the 
moment,  five  thousand  extra  copies  are  instant- 
ly ordered  of  this  document,  disavowed  and 
discl^med  by  a  minority  of  the  committee  re- 
porting it !  The  printing  of  these  five  thou- 
sand copies,  if  Senators  will  circulate  and  frank 
them,  will  save  the  abolition  society  at  New 
York  the  expense  of  fumisbicg,  and  those  who 
receive  ^em  the  expense  of  portage.  A  better 
document  fa:  the  agitators  oonld  not  go  forth, 
than  thU  same  two-headed  monster.  If  the 
bill  should  become  a  law  before  the  report  is 
circulated,  the  poor  postmasters,  through  whose 
hands  it  shall  pass,  may  consider  it  of  little  ad- 
vantage to  them  that  they  are  of  the  forty  thou- 
sand "parasites  of  executive  power,"  whose 
names  are  printed  in  tiie  Bine  Book. .  The 
chairman  ofthe  committee  (Mr.  OiXHorar)  will 
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find  his  last  bill  mnch  more  effectual  in  driving 
postmasters  oot  of  office  than  anj  bill  he  can 
devise  to  protect  men  in  office  from  responsi- 
bility to  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Uidted 
States.  It  will  look  well  for  this  body  to  pass 
a  law  punishing  postmasters  for  safferiag  that 
to  go  throagh  the  mail,  which  Senators  them- 
selves introdnced  to  be  read  in  this  body,  and 
oiroolated  through  the  country  in  their  speeches. 

The  honorable  Senator  fh>m  South  Carolina 
(Ur.  Oalbovs)  has  introdnced  a  certain  news- 
paper pnbliahed  at  Utica,  in  the  State  of  New 
Toik,  &Toriiig  the  aboliticm  cause.  This  news- 
wper  he  states  as  recommending  certain  caadi- 
oales  (Martin  Van  Bnren,  and  Biohard  M.  John- 
son) for  President  and  Tice  President  He 
did  not  inform  ns  whether  the  newspaper  was 
printed  last  month  or  last  year ;  nor  did  he  in- 
form us  that  the  array  of  presidential  candidates 
was  intended  to  be  a  most  gross  imposition 
npoD  the  people  of  the  South,  The  authors  of 
that  newspaper,  I  do  not  doubt,  sent  it  here  to 
be  used  for  the  precise  purpose  it  has  been 
osed;  they  placed  the  names  of  Van  Baren 
and  Johnson  at  the  head  of  their  oolnmns, 
knowing  that  they  might  Imure  them  more 
efEbotna&y  by  seeming  to  be  uieir  fHends  than 
by  openly  opposing  tiiem.  The  anthers  and 
abettors  (H  this  newspaper  are  known,  and  t^ey 
are  known  to  be  not  less  decided  enemies  to  the 
candidates  named  than  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  himself.  Since  the  Senator  has  diosen 
to  cast  the  reproach  on  the  friends  of  the  nomi- 
nations of  Van  Bnren  and  Johnson,  of  being 
favorable  to  the  abolition  cause — a  reproach 
that  is  not  less  unjust  than  indicative  of  tiie  true 
canse  of  the  determination  to  disooss  this  aboli- 
tion question  in  Congress— I  will  inform  that 
Senator  and  the  whole  South,  that,  in  the  State 
of  N^ew  Hampshire,  there  is  not,  within  the 
compass  of  my  knowledge,  a  soUtaiy  individnal 
in  favor  of  the  nominations  alluded  to,  who  is 
not  as  decidedly  opposed  to  the  present  abettors 
of  the  anti-^very  cause  in  New  England.  The 
]Mimuy  meetioga  preparatory  to  tho  annual 
election  are  now  being  held  in  that  State, 
Ever  since  1829,  the  opposition  of  every  name 
has  been  beaten  at  each  Section;  and  it  so 
happens  that,  for  the  coming  election,  they 
have  not,  as  yet,  chosen  to  offer  as  battle ;  they 
show  no  symptoms,  either  of  cffgudzation  or 
concentration. 

The  intelligent  yeomanry  understand  what 
daties  the  peo^e  owe  to  each  other  and  to  the 
States  c£  this  Union  quite  as  well  as  those  who 
split  hairs,  and  earn'  on  a  labored  argnment,  at 
either  end  of  the  Capitol,  to  prove  that  Con- 
gress has  not  a  right  to  interiere  with  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Colombia.  On  tiie  one  hand, 
a  gentleman  (Mr.  Lbiob,  of  Ya.)  is  applauded 
for  his  most  conclusive  speech,  proving  beyond 
a  doubt  that  Congress  cannot  l^islate  on  the 
subject  of  slavery;  and,  in  a  trice,  another 
learned  and  able  gentleman,  (Mr.  HoAn,  of 
Mass.,)  in  another  hall,  is  complimented,  per- 
hap»  hj  the  sune  persona,  who  equally  admire 


the  talents  and  the  prindples  of  both  speakers, 
with  having  demonstrated  beyond  all  question 
that  Congress  has  a  right  to  abolish  slavery  in 
this  District  I  Both  the  gentlemen  belong  to 
a  party  that  can  agree  to  disagree  whenever 
and  wherever  it  may  be  necessary.  The  ob- 
ject now  is  to  keep  the  ball  of  contention 
moving  between  the  North  and  the  South ;  and 
no  other  course  the  two  gentlemen  can  take 
will  so  eventually  enconre^  the  abolitionists 
on  the  one  side,  and  arouse  the  slaveholder  on 
the  other.  The  people  are  aronsed ;  the  seeds 
of  disnmtm  are  strewed  in  new  ground ;  an  in- 
veterate sectional  distrust  takes  deepor  root; 
and  onr  congressional  orators  obtam  a  hi^ 
reputation  with  all  such  as  wonld  make  onr  con- 
stitution mean  any  thing  or  nothing.  They  are 
little  less  than  "  godlike  "  in  their  masterly  ex- 
positions of  the  constitution ; .  an  iostrnment  so 
plun  to  common  sense,  before  they  had  tooohed 
It,  that  he  who  runs  may  read  and  rightly  un- 
derstand 1 

The  present  agitation  in  the  North  is  kept 
up  by  tiie  application  of  money ;  it  is  a  state 
of  things  altt^ether  forced.  Agwta  are  hired, 
disguised  in  &e  character  of  ministers  (rf  the 
gospel,  to  preach  abolition  of  slavery  whero 
slavery  does  not  exist ;  and  presses  are  kept  in 
constant  employment  to  scatter  abc^itioi  pub- 
lications through  the  conntry.  Deny  the  right 
of  petition  to  the  misguided  men  and  women 
who  are  induced  from  no  bad  motive  to  petitioa 
for  the  abolitioD  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  yon  do  more  to  increase  their 
numbers  than  will  thousands  of  dollars  paid  to 
the  emissaries  who  traverse  the  country  to  dis- 
tribute abolition  tracts  and  to  spread  abolition 
doctrines.  Continue  to  debate  abolition  in 
uther  branch  of  Congress,  and  yon  more  effect- 
ually subserve  the  incendiary  views  oi  the  moT- 
ers  of  abolition  than  any  thing  they  can  do  for 
themsi^ves.  It  may  suit  th(»e  who  have  been 
dis^pointed  in  all  their  politioal  project^  to 
try  what  this  rabject  of  abolition  wiU  now 
avail  them.  Such  men  will  be  likely  to  find,  in 
the  end,  that  the  people  have  too  strong  attach- 
ment for  that  happy  Unioo,  to  which  we  owe 
all  our  prosperity  and  happiness,  to  be  thrown 
from  their  propriety  at  every  agitating  blast 
which  may  be  blown  across  the  land. 

Mr.  Calhouit  said  the  Senator  from  New- 
Hampshire  could  not  expect  him  to  reply  to 
him.  That  Senator  had  avuled  himself  of  the 
position  he  occupied  on  that  floor  to  indulge 
very  fireely  in  ssBwiling  the  motives  at  others. 
He  was  persuaded  liutt  no  Senator  who  had 
any  respect  for  himself  would  stoop  to  no- 
tice any  thing  of  this  character  which  had 
fallen  from  him.  For  himsdf^  he  wonld  aa 
soon  condescend  to  notice  the  mendaoions  and 
filthy  columns  of  the  Globe,  as  to  notice  Uie 
general  remarks  of  the  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire.  That  Senator  had,  however,  stat- 
ed what  purported  to  be  a  fact,  that  the  aboli- 
tion excitement  in  New  Hampshire  was  ratirely 
extinct  But  here  was  a  statement  of  facts  in 
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rdation  to  wbat  that  gentlemaa  said  of  the 
aholition  question  in  New  Hampshire.  It  was 
foTind  in  a  pnblicatioD  coining  irom  one  of  the 
inoendiaiy  publications  in  that  State,  and  he 
Toold  lay  it  before  the  Senate,  in  order  that 
it  might  jadge  for  itself. 

pfr.  C.  here  handed  to  the  Secretary  a  news- 
paper containing  an  artide  impngning  a  state- 
ment made  by  Mr.  Pikeok,  of  Kew  Hampshire, 
in  the  House  of  BepresentativeB,  as  to  the 
umnber  of  abolitionists  in  his  State,  with  se- 
Tdre  striotores  on  the  state  of  daTery  in  the 
Soath ;  said  artiole  stating  that  a  d^eat  number 
4^  petitions  in  foyor  of  the  abolition  of  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Oolombia  wonld  be  forward- 
ed to  Congress  from  New  Hampshira] 

The  paper  having  been  read, 

Hr.  Hill  inquired  the  titie  of  it 

[The  Sbobbtabt  answered,  "  The  Herald  of 
Freedom,"  pnblished  at  Concord,  New  Hamp- 
diire.] 

The  petitions  spoken  of  in  that  paper  do  not 
correctly  represent  the  state  of  public  feeling 
in  New  Hampshire.  They  were,  so  &r  as  he 
had  infiNrmation,  signed  in  most  instances  by 
women  and  children,  many  of  whom  were  at- 
terly  iflwrant  of  the  intoit  of  sending  tiiem 
here.  No  petition  from  that  State  had  been 
yet  presented.  When  they  are  presented,  it 
may  be  in  better  time  to  magnify  Uieir  import- 
ance. The  Senator  from  South  Oarolina  seems 
auzions  to  make  the  nomber  larve;  in  this 
anxiety  he  bnt  verifies  what  be  (Mr.  H.)  had 
stated  to  be  the  object  of  keeping  np  the  ex- 
citement on  the  floor  of  Oongress. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  had  nothing  to  say  as  to  the 
standing  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
on  this  floor;  he  believed  each  and  every  Sena- 
tor stood  here  on  the  ground  of  perfect  equality. 
The  taunting  ranark  of  the  Senator  rewire  to 
himself  applied  not  to  him,  bat  to  hisoonstitn- 
ents,  to  tiie  freeman  who  sent  "bSm  here,  and 
who  were  not  to  be  di^ragsd  for  intelligence 
and  patriotism  by  any  invidious  comparison 
with  the  constituents  of  the  Senator  from  South 
Cuolina.  One  tiling  he  would  say,  and  that 
was,  that  peat  as  were  the  disgust  sai  con- 
tempt felt  by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
for  him,  they  could  not  exceed  the  contempt 
and  disgust  felt  for  that  Senator  in  the  State  of 
New  Hampshire  and  in  dl  the  North. 

Ur.  HubbjlBd  (who  was  in  the  chur)  asked 
the  indulgence  of  the  Senate  to  snbmit  a  few 
remarks.  He  as  if  an  apoU^  was  doe 
from  him,  to  tiie  Senate,  for  not  having  check- 
ed the  reading  of  the  paragr^hs  tcotn  the  news- 
psper  which  nad  just  bran  read  by  Ihe  Secre- 
tary. Be  was  wholly  ignorant  of  the  contents 
of  the  paper,  and  could  not  have  anticipated 
the  pai7>ort  of  the  article  which  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  had  reqnested  the  Secre- 
tary to  read.  He  onderstood  the  Senator  to  say 
that  he  wished  the  paper  to  be  read,  to  show 
that  the  statement  made  by  the  Senator  from 
New  Hampshire,' as  to  the  feelings  ttad  senti- 
ments of  the  people  of  that  State  upon  the 
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subject  of  the  abolition  of  slavery,  were  not 
correct.  It  oertainly  would  have  been  out  of 
order  for  any  Senator  to  have  allnded  to  the 
remarks  made  by  a  member  of  ^e  House  of 
Representatives  in  debate ;  and,  in  his  judgment, 
it  was  equally  out  of  order  to  permit  paragraphs 
from  a  newspaper  to  be  reail  in  the  Senate, 
which  went  to  mipugn  the  course  of  any  mem- 
ber of  the  other  House;  and  he  Ehould  not 
have  permitted  the  paper  to  have  been  read, 
without  the  direction  of  the  Senate,  if  he  had 
been  aware  oi  the  character  of  the  article. 

Ifr.  Oalhouh  said  he  was  entitied  to  the  floor, 
and  objected  to  being  intermpted  by  the  Chair. 

ptr.  HuBBABD  replied,  he  had  said  all  he 
wished  to  si^.  The  S«iator  was  entitled  to  the 
floor,  and  could  proceed  if  he  wished.] 

Mr.  Calhoun  continued.  He  knew  nothing 
of  the  paper  just  presented.  He  had  seen  it 
for  the  flrst  time  that  morning,  and  had  pre- 
sented it  to  the  Senate  for  no  other  purpose 
than  to  show  from  another  quarter  tiie  state  of 
the  abolition  spirit  in  New  Hampshire.  He 
knew  the  gentleman  QIt.  Pdbbok)  who  was  as- 
suled  in  tnat  paper,  and  was  ready  to  bear 
testimony  to  bis  worth  and  hi«^  standing.  He 
meant  no  disrespect  to  him.  He  had  presented 
the  paper  because  it  was  important  that  the 
real  steto  of  things  ^ould  be  known.  It  was 
due  from  gentlemen  of  the  North  to  those  <^ 
the  South,  to  give  correct  information.  He 
did  not  call  those  friends  of  the  South  who 
would  disguise  the  stete  of  things  at  the  North. 
He  believed  as  yet  that  the  real  number  of 
abolitionists  was  small;  but  he  also  believed 
tiiat  the  number  of.  those  who  conten^lated 
ultimate  abolition  was  very  great ;  and,  that 
those  ardent  addresses  in  favor  of  liberty,  so 
constantiy  made  at  the  North,  must  have  a 
deep  effect  on  the  yoang  and  rising  goieration. 
The  spirit  abwtion  was  not  to  be  trifled 
with.  It  had  had  its  bad  eflTect  on  one  of  the 
most  powerful  Govemmento  of  Europe,  md 
ended  disastrously  to  its  colonial  possessions. 
It  was  commencing  in  the  same  manner  here, 
and  must  be  met  at  once  with  the  most  decid- 
ed r^istance.  He  repeated  that  he  had  tiie 
greatest  respect  for  the  member  from  New 
Hampshire  mentioned  in  the  paper  just  read ; 
and  he  took  pleasure  in  bearmg  testimony  to 
his  high  standing  and  moral  worth.  He  had 
only  presented  uie  paper  to  show  the  state  of 
things  in  New  Hampshire  and  that  the  Senate 
might  judge  whether  the  abdition  spirit  was 
suraiding  utere. 

Hr.  BuoHAXUN  s^d  he  did  not  rise  to  enter 
into  the  debate  at  present.  He  wished  merely 
to  advert  to  a  mistake,  which  seemed  to  be 
almost  universal,  in  regard  to  the  motion  which 
he  had  made.  He  had  not  moved  to  r^eot  tiiis 
petition.  His  motion  was  to  reject  the  prayer 
of  the  memorialists  and  thus  to  decide  prompt- 
ly that  slavery  ought  not  to  be  aboli^ed  witiEin 
the  District  of  Columbia.  He  had  made  the 
strongest  motion  he  could  make,  consistently 
with  tiie  right  of  petitini,  and  the  reject  due 
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to  these  petitioners.  He  m^^t  have  moved  a 
r^^enoe  of  the  memorial  to  a  committee ;  but 
he  was  prepared,  at  once,  and  without  my  re- 
port from  a  committee,  to  vote  for  rejJectlDg  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioners.  He  believed  that  the 
Senate  bad  not  the  power  to  refose  to  receive 
the  petition.  He  would,  some  time  in  the  coarse 
<tf  this  debate,  express  his  opinion  at  some  length 
on  this  soljeot. 


HoNDAT,  Febmary  15, 

AMition  qf  Slaeery  in  ths  DUtrict  of 
•  CoUtmUa. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  fhe  petition 
from  the  Society  of  Friends  In  PainsjrlTania, 
praying  for  the  aboliti<m  of  slavery  in  tiie  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

Hx.  NiLBS  said :  Sir,  I  believe  that  the  agita- 
tion of  this  subject  here  will  promote  ^t^on 
elsewhere,  and  tend  to  keep  the  pnblio  mind 
in  an  excited  and  feverish  state. 

And  here  I  must  be  permitted  to  express 
some  astonishment  that  gentlemen  urge  a  dis- 
cussion, whilst  they  avow  that  their  object  is 
to  prevent  agitation.  When  I  hear  that  this  is 
their  object,  asserted  in  the  most  solenm  man- 
ner, I  am  bound  to  believe  it.  I  trust  the  gen- 
tlemen are  sinoere;  at  the  same  time  I  must 
be  permitted  to  say  tiiat  the  means  by  which 
they  seek  to  attain  their  end  appear  to  me  very 
extraordinary.  Was  it  not  for  descending  from 
the  j^iity  of  tiie  sulyect,  I  would  say  that  it 
remmded  me  of  a  person  I  have  heard  of  in 
my  section  of  the  country.  A  man  who  was 
very  pimiacious  and  quarrelsome,  who  was 
constantly  wrangling  with  his  neighbors,  yet 
always  insisted  that  be  loved  peace;  and  so 

great  was  his  anxiety  for  it,  that  he  declared 
e  woold  have  peace  with  his  neighbors  if  he 
had  to  fight  for  \X,  If  I  nnderstand  the  views 
of  some  honorable  gentiemen,  they^  seem  dis- 
posed to  ajptate  this  question  for  the  very  pur- 
pose of  preTonting  agitation. 

[Mr.  (jALHOtnf  wi£ed  to  aak  the  gentieman 
whether  he  doubted  the  sinoerity  cSoia  declar- 
ation, when  he  asserted  that  he  was  opposed  to 
agitating  the  question.] 

Mr.  ifiLBS.  I  do  not  doubt  the  gentleman^s 
sinoerity,  when  he  so  solemnly  declares  that  be 
is  opposed  to  f^tating  the  abolition  question 
here ;  yet  I  must  <daim  the  right  to  ms^e  such 
inferences  from  the  course  and  the  acta  of  that 
gentleman  aud  his  friends  as  I  think  they  au- 
thorize. 

Sir,  I  hope,  most  enneerely  hope,  there  is  no 
dispt^tion  anywhere  in  the  North  or  in  the 
Sontik  to  connect  this  exciting  subject  with  the 
party  ptditios  of  the  diqr.  That  there  is  no  anch 
intoitiott  here  we  are  fblly  assured.  But  is 
there  no  snob  intention  elsewhere  t  Sir,  I  am 
sorry  to  say  that  I  fear  tbere  is.  I  cannot  shut 
my  eyea  to  ooonrrenoes  of  general  notoriety ; 
I  cannot  resist  the  evidence  of  my  senses.  I 
fear  there  ia  a  spirit  of  mischief  at  work  in  a 
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certain  qnarter  at  the  Sooth  as  well  as  tin 

Kortii :  It  is,  I  hope,  in  both  sections,  confined 
to  a  small  number  of  individnals. 

It  is  a  fact  of  general  notoriety  that  there  ia 
a  press  in  this  city,  the  one  to  which  the  Sem^or 
from  New  Hampshire  referred,  professedly  de- 
voted to  the  interests  of  a  certain  party  at  the 
South,  which  has  long  labored,  witii  a  zeal  and 
perseverance  worthy  of  a  better  oanse,  to  agi- 
tate the  public  mind  on  the  dave  question, 
whilst  it  has  sought  to  alarm  the  Sonth  by  the 
grossest  misrepresentations  of  public  sentimoit 
at  the  North ;  by  magnifying  tiie  number  and 
inflaence  of  the  alxditionlsta ;  by  representing 
them  as  cfflineeted  witb  a  politicd  parl^,  in  tiie 
fece  of  the  most  notorious  fects,  it  has  endeav- 
ored to  encourage  the  abolitionists  to  persevere 
in  thdr  mischievous  designs.  There  are  also 
press^  at  the  South  devoted  to  the  same  par^, 
which  have  pursued  a  similar  course.  Whilst 
these  mischievous  vehicles  have  professed  the 
utmost  abhorrence  of  the  designs  of  the  North- 
ern abolitionists,  and  to  feel  the  greatest  ahum 
at  the  tendency  of  their  incendiary  publicatiMis, 
they  have  at  the  same  time  given  a  circulation 
through  their  own  papers  to  the  very  worst  of 
these  publications,  under  a  pretence  of  exMbit- 
ing  their  enormities.  These  papers  have  been 
circulated  in  the  slave  States,  and  are  su[m»ted 
by  a  oertcdn  party  in  that  aeotitm  of  the  Unicm. 
It  Las  been  asserted  by  tiie  honoraUe  Senator 
from  South  Carolina,  Uiat  he  has  no  fears  from 
the  circulation  of  the  tracts  and  other  poblioa- 
tions  of  the  abolition  societies  at  the  Soath ; 
that  such  is  the  state  of  things  there,  it  is  im- 
possible they  should  be  circulated.  In  this,  I 
presume,  the  Senator  is  correct ;  and  it  is  there- 
fore fair  to  conclude  that  the  principal  circular 
tion  which  these  mischievous  publications  have 
received  in  the  slave  States  has  been  through 
the  columns  of  political  papers  professing  to 
^prebend  the  greatest  danger  from  the  move- 
ments of  the  Northern  abolitionists,  and  to  feel 
the  greatest  abhorrence  of  their  pnblicationa. 
How  is  this  inconsistent  and  absnrd  conduct  to 
be  accounted  for,  except  by  supposing  that 
there  are  agitators  at  the  South  who  are  at- 
tempting to  create  an  excitement  on  the  qnes- 
tion  of  8lavei7  for  political  purposes  1  Iliese 
same  vehicles  have  oeen  m^g  on  the  South 
the  most  dangerous  and  preposterons  measures, 
as  being  necessary  for  the  security  of  the  slave- 
holding  States';  measores  which,  if  not  revolu- 
tionary in  their  character,  have  an  obriow 
tendency  to  such  results. 

Sir,  if  there  are  such  mischievous  agents  at 
the  South,  who  are  seeking  to  build  up  a  seo- 
tional  paitf,  by  ^tpealing  to  the  fears  of  the 
people  In  the  slave  States,  and  misraiHrasenting 
public  eentament  at  the  Nortii,  they  are  more 
execrable  and  mwe  dangerous  than  the  North- 
em  abolitionists.  Sir,  a  Southern  convention 
has  been  advocated  by  these  men.  And  what 
can  be  the  dedgn  of  such  a  convention,  but  to 
ioorease  the  existing  excitement,  to  irritate  the 
pnblio  MOBibilifT;  iM  to  blow  the  witindling 
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flame  into  s  oonsnmln;  fire  i  Can  Biiofa  a  meas- 
ure spring  from  sober  and  discreet  ootmselsl 
Gan  it  be  called  for  to  devise  measures  for  the 
{HTOtection  of  Uteir  interests  exposed  by  the  mad 
schemes  <tf  Uie  abolitioniBts  f  I  think  no  intel- 
ligoit  and  oandM  man  will  maintain  this. 

Mr.  NiuB  thai  compered  the  general  state 
of  pnblie  sentiment  in  Oonneotiont,  cmclnding 
vith  his  olfjections  to  the  motion. 

Be  was  followed  by  Mr.  Waix,  agaiort  tiie 
mo&Hi,  and  Mr.  Buok  in  &vor. . 


IfoHDAT,  Febnurj  2S.  . 

RoBXBT  J.  Walksb,  Senator  elect  from  tiie 
State  of  Mississipi^  appeared,  vas  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat. 

Selationt  vith  France. 
A  Message  and  docnments  were  received  fi-om 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  bj  the  hands 
of  ISx.  DovnuoN,  his  private  Seoretuy,  viz. : 

To  At  BenaU  and  ffouu  of  RepretentativeM  : 

I  trtnsmit,  herewith,  to  Congress,  copies  of  the 
correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of  State,  and 
the  cl»rg6  d'afUres  of  his  Britannic  Uiyesty,  retativo 
to  the  mediation  of  Great  Brit^  in  our  dis«4^reement 
with  EVanoe,  and  to  the  determinaUon  of  the  French 
Government  to  exeonte  the  treaty  of  hidemnificatHm, 
without  further  dd«r,  on  the  miUcatloii  for  pa^ 
ment  by  the  agent  of  the  United  Stitee. 

The  grounds  upon  which  the  mediation  was 
accepted  will  be  found  full;  developed  in  ttie  ccn^ 
respondence.  On  the  part  of  France  the  mediaUon 
had  been  publicly  accepted  before  the  offer  of  it 
could  be  received  here.  Wbilat  each  of  the  two 
Governments  has  thus  discovered  a  just  solicitude 
to  reaort  to  all  honorable  means  of  adjusting  amic- 
ably the  controversy  between  them,  it  is  a  matter  of 
congratulation  that  the  mediation  has  been  rendered 
naneoBBSity.  ITnder  sooh  drcumstances,  the  antici- 
pation may  be  ooufidentlj  Indulged  that  the  di»- 
agreement  between  the  United  States  and  France 
will  not  have  ^tiduced  more  than  a  temporary 
estraiu^ment.  The  healing  effiscts  of  time,  a  just 
conaidaatitm  of  the  powernd  modvee  for  a  cordial 
good  nndentanding  between  the  two  nations,  the 
strong  inducements  each  has  to  respect  and  esteem 
the  other,  will  no  doubt  soon  obliterate  from  their 
lemembraace  all  traces  of  that  dis^reement. 

Of  the  elevated  and  di^terestea  part  the  Govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain  has  acted,  and  was  prepared 
to  act,  I  have  already  had  oocidon  to  etwees  my 
hM  sense.  Univenai  respect,  and  the  consdoosness 
of  coflriting  it,  are  irith  Governments,  as  with  men, 
the  just  rewards  of  those  who  ftithfiilly  exert  their 
power  to  preserve  peace,  restore  harmony,  and  per- 
petuate good  wilL  ••••••••• 

AM}KBW  JAGKSOy. 

AAraofy  SS,  1886. 

The  Message  and  docnments  were  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed ;  and,  on  the 
motion  of  Bdohutait,  6,000  aztra  copies 
werewdered. 


IfoitDAT,  Fehmary  S9. 

SttignatUm  of  Mr.  Tyler. 
The  following  letter  was  received,  and  laid 
before  tiie  Senate,  by  the  Chair : 

WASHnroTOR,  FArvary  29,  1880. 
Snt:  I  beg  leave  throu^  you  to  inform  the  Sen- 
ate that  I  have,  on  this  day,  resided  mto  the  hands 
of  the  General  Amm&Aj  of  Tugbla,  for  reasons 
fhUy  made  known  to  it,  my  seat  in  the  Senate  tS  the 
United  States,  as  a  Senator  Irtna  that  Bute.  This 
annunciation  is  now  made,  so  as  to  enable  the  SemOe, 
at  its  eariiest  jdeasure,  to  fill  sodi  vacancies  in  the 
several  committees  as  may  be  created  by  my  re» 
ignation. 

In  taking  leave  of  the  body  over  vdu'cb  yon 
preude,  I  ahoold  be  Aithless  to  ttie  feelings  my 
heart  if  I  did  not  frankly  confess  that  I  do  so  irith 
no  ordinary  emotions.  I  look  to  the  body  itself  as 
the  representative  of  those  federative  principles  of 
our  system,  to  preserve  which  unimpaired  h^  been 
the  unceasing  ottject  of  my  public  life.  I  separate 
from  many  with  wiiom  I  have  been  aasodated  Uit 
years,  and  part  with  fnends  whose  reodleciimi  I 
shall  cherish  to  the  close  of  my  life.  These  are 
sacrifices  w4iich  it  gives  me  pun  to  make.  Be  pleased 
to  assure  the  Senate  that  I  cany  with  me,  into 
retirement,  sentiments  of  KspetA  towards  its  mem- 
bers ;  and  that,  in  bidding  ttwm  adieu,  I  extend  to 
eacJi  and  all  my  beet  wishes  Sat  thdr  health,  hap- 
piness, and  long  life. 

I  have  the  himw  to  be,  rir,  yonr  most  obedient 
servant, 

JOHN  TTLEB. 

.  ^n.  lb.  Yah  Bran. 

Ale^itien  ^  SloMiy  in  Ab  Dittriet  ^ 

CohmAia. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  petition 
of  the  Friends  assembled  at  Philadelphia,  pray- 
ing fbr  the  ahdition  of  slavery  in  ue  IMatriot 
of  Oolnmbia. 

Mr.  EiKo,  of  Go(»^^  thought  It  remarkable 
that  bis  sonthem  fHends,  who  were  opposed  to 
him,  seemed,  by  their  argnments,  to  liaTe  lost 
sight  of  the  very  Datwe  of  our  institntions, 
and  especially  of  the  essential  distinction  be- 
tween  republican  and  despotic  Govemments. 

One  of  the  most  difficnlt  snhjects,  in  the 
whole  science  of  government,  was  that  of  re- 
conciling the  peace  of  the  community  and  the 
safety  of  established  institntions,  with  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  individaals.  Practically  and 
theoretically  it  had  divided  the  world  more  or 
less  in  all  ages,  but  he  had  thought  that  it  was 
not  now  a  dehatahle  ^estion  with  the  people 

the  United  States.  He  considered  it  setued 
by  the  very  form  of  our  Government  and  Insti- 
tations ;  for  it  was  in  the  establishment  of  the 
form  of  Government  that  this  qnestion  was 
usually  considered  and  settled.  The  Govern- 
ment of  our  choice  Otr.  K  wtld)  was  purely 
republican.  It  was  based  on  popular  opinion, 
which  was  known  to  be  mutable :  the  freedom 
of  that  opinion  was  secured,  as  was  also  a  free 

iand  unobstructed  intercourse  between  Govern- 
ment, the  agent,  and  the  people,  the  constitu- 
ent power.  The  opposite  form  of  GoTemment 
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(said  Ur.  K.)  assnmes  that  Government,  when 
once  establislied,  is  alwaja  right;  that  it  is 
based  on  principles  nnchangeable ;  its  acts  in- 
fallible ;  and  the  Government  is  to  be  goarded, 
if  neoessary,  hj  its  own  oi^fanized  force,  daijr- 
ing  aaj  voioe  to  the  citizen  for  whose  good  it 
was  established.  It  was  strange  (Mr.  E.  «ud) 
to  see  gentlemen,  "bj  their  argnmenta,  actually 
Bostiuntng  the  latter  in  opposition  to  the  former 
^tem  of  Government. 

There  is  no  good  without  alloy.  The  privi- 
l^es  allowed  to  the  citizen  nnder  a  free  consti- 
tation  may  be,  and  are,  as  in  this  case,  veiy 
often  grossly  abased,  the  oommnnity  tronbled, 
and  established  institutions  endangered.  But 
the  people  of  the  United  States  have  deternuD- 
ed  that  these  abases  are  rather  to  be  combated 
by  reason  and  patriotic  discretion,  than  that  the 
freedom  oat  of  which  they  grow  shoTdd  be 
denied.  In  other  words,  they  prefer  the  enjoy- 
ment of  a  rational  liberty  at  the  price  of  viM- 
lanoe,  and  at  the  risk  of  occasional  trouble,  by 
the  errors  of  misguided  or  bad  citizens,  to  that 
repose  which  la  <»|Joyed  in  the  sleep  of  deq>ot- 
isra. 

However  unpatriotic,  then,  these  petitioners 
may  be,  however  deluded,  however  mischievous 
in  every  sense,  and  however  we  may  reprobate 
their  conduct,  they  are  still  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  It  was  acknowledged  that  these  memo- 
rialists were  highly  reputable  and  peaceful  citi- 
Zens,  as  those  b^onging  to  the  Society  of  Friends 
nsoaJly  are.  However  this  might  be,  tiiey  were 
oert^nly  citizens,  submitting  to  the  operation 
oi  the  QoTemment,  and  oontribnting  to  its  sup- 
port, and  must,  under  its  theory,  be  allowed 
the  aame  rights  as  other  dtizens.  They  must 
be  allowed,  like  other  citizens,  to  petition  the 
Government,  the  Government  having  a  perfect 
light  to  reject  their  prayers  after  receiving  their 
petitions.  The  simple  right  of  petition  was 
the  most  harmless  and  inofiensive  of  all  possible 
rights,  if  it  be  properly  treated.  It  forced 
nothing  and  effected  nothing  but  what  Govern- 
ment thought  proper  to  yield  to  it.  The  peace- 
able exercise  of  the  right,  however  idly  employ- 
ed, could  rarely  be  productive  of  mischief 
thoQg^  it  might  MMneumes  be  evidence  of  nua- 
chievoos  intentions.  The  greatest  danger  was 
in  impmdmtiy  and  unaeceesarily  resimng  it. 
All  history  was  fiill  of  the  most  warning  In- 
stanoea,  in  which  the  most  worthless  men  and 
the  most  worthless  prinoiples  had  been  elevated 
to  unmerited  conseqaence,  by  Oj^rtunities  in- 
cautiously given  them  of  throwing  themselves 
into  the  breaches  of  a  violated  constitution. 

He  had  been  asked  if  he  would  receive  a 
petition  to  abolish  slavery  in  Georgia  ?  This 
was  a  strong  and  improbable  case ;  but  he  bad 
answered,  and  would  still  answer,  that  he  shoold 
feel  bound  to  do  so,  and  would  then  treat  it 
with  tiiat  contempt  which  so  extravagant  a 
proportion  would  deserve.  Ur.  E.  thot^t 
we  had  no  right  to  refkise  to  reoeiTe  i  petition, 
if  made  by  a  dtizen  of  the  United  States,  and 
touching  a  matter  that  concerned  him  as  such. 


[Fmbkoast,  1M8L 

These  he  thought  the  only  essential  requisites 
to  entitle  the  petition  to  a  reception.  It  moBt 
be  signed  by  citizens,  and  touching  their  inter- 
ests as  citizens.  We  could  not  be  embarrassed 
by  petitionfl  to  reUeve  the  Ryota  of  lha  East 
Indies  from  the  opproasions  of  the  Zemindu^ 
or  from  the  heavy  exactions  of  the  East  India 
Company.  Petitions  for  such  a  purpose  mi«^t 
be  refused,  and  gentiemau  had  smd  that  uiia 
memorial  might  be  refdsed  on  the  same  prin- 
ciples. He  tfaooght,  himself,  that  they  were 
meddling  with  a  matter  that  should  not  concern 
them ;  and  would  strongly  recommend  to  them 
to  attend  to  their  own  business,  and  allow  the 
people  of  the  District  to  attend  to  theirs.  But 
still,  it  was  insisted  that  the  District  of  Oolnm- 
bia  was  a  national  Territory,  and  under  nation- 
al jurisdiction ;  that  the  representatives  of  the 
people  of  the  District  were  the  representatives 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States ;  that  tiie 
public  baildbus,  and  a  vast  amonnt  ot  pnUie 
property,  in  which  they  have  a  common  inter- 
est, are  located  here ;  that  the  District  is  gov- 
erned, to  some  extent,  at  the  cost  of  the  nation ; 
in  short  that  there  is  that  kind  of  relation  be- 
tween the  people  of  the  District  and  the  pe(9le 
of  the  United  States  as  citizens  of  the  same 
nation,  which  gives  them  an  interest  in  the  snb- 
joot  of  their  memorials.  However  light  this 
reasoning,  it  was  difficolt,  on  prindple,  to  get 
round  it;  and  he  thonght,  at  any  rate,  we 
abonld  not  settie  this  qaestion  on  nice  distino- 
tions,  perhaps  ooBviamiig  to  ourselves,  but  to 
nobody  else. 

But,  (said  Ur.  E.,)  waving  fliis  ot:jeeti(»i,  as 
seems  to  have  been  generally  done,  and  how 
do  gentiemen  ^t  roond  the  constitutional  ob- 
jection of  their  motion )  "Why,  they  say  they 
do  not  propose  "  to  pass  a  law  "  to  abridge  the 
right  of  petition,  and,  therefore,  do  not  propose 
to  do  My  thing  which  the  terms  of  tiie  consti- 
tution fbrbid.  He  be^ed  that  his  southern 
Mends  wonld  reason  on  this  as  they  would 
reason  on  other  subjects ;  that  they  wonld 
shake  off  momentary  influences,  and  employ 
their  reasoning  faculties  for  the  discovery  of 
tmth.  If  they  woold  only  do  this,  tiiey  could 
not  disagree  with  him  for  a  mcnnent,  for  they 
most  instantly  discover  that  their  answer  was 
a  p^able  evadon  of  the  constitation  itaaUl 
Mr.  K.  called  for  and  read  the  first  amendmoot^ 
as  follows :  OoDgress  shfJl  make  no  law  re- 
specting an  establishment  of  reli^on,  or  pro- 
mbitang  the  free  exercise  thereof;  or  abridging 
the  freedom  of  speech  or  of  the  press ;  or  the 
right  of  the  people  peaceably  to  assemUe  and 
petition  the  Government  tea  a  redreas  cS  grier- 
auces." 

Congress,  under  this  article,  can  pass  no  law 
to  "  a^Kridge  "  the  right  of  the  people  to  petition 
the  Government  A  modem  commentatw  on 
the  OMutitation,  of  some  note  and  mnc^  alnli- 
ty,  in  noticing  this  part  at  the  article,  dismisaed 
it  with  the  remark  that  it  was  totally  anneoea- 
■ary.  This  is  obviotu  to  every  one  who  will 
consider  for  a  momoit  the  between  a 
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free  people  oad  the  Government  of  their  own 
dioice.  The  privilege  belonged  (said  Mr.  E.) 
to  the  form  of  government,  was  anited  with  it, 
and  inseparable  from  it.  It  as  clearly  belonged 
to  the  people  <m  the  fbrmation  of  the  Govern- 
ment, as  ud  the  light  to  use  the  English  Un- 
gnage  withont  any  consUtntional  provision  for 
that  purpose ;  and  (said  Mr.  K.)  if  gentlemen 
will  only  look  at  the  oonstitntion,  and  not 
evade  it,  ttiey  will  see  that  the  right  was  not 
aoqnired  by  the  constitntioD,  bat  only  seoored 
by  it.  The  right,  as  a  pre-existing  one,  was 
expressly  recognized  by  the  langnage  of  the 
oonRtitation  itself.  What  was  the  language 
applicable  to  the  qneslion  before  the  Senate  t 
It  prevented  Congress  from  passiDg  any  law 
"  abridging  the  right  of  the  people  to  petition 
the  Government,^*  &c. 

Was  not  hMe  a  plain  and  Mpressreof^nitioD 
of  the  pre-existing  rij^tt  "Abridge"  whatf 
His  friend  from  Oarouna  was  a  logidan  as  well 
as  a  statesman,  and  he  wonld  ask  aim  how  the 
coDstitntioD  could  provide  a^^nst  the  "abridge 
ment "  of  a  right  which  it  did  not  acknowledge 
to  exist?  Conld  we  abridge  a  noneati£y? 
Oonld  we  take  any  thing  from  nothing  f  Ooold 
we  add  securities  where  there  was  nothing  to 
secure  ?  Oerttunly  not.  As  a  thoasand  naoghts 
added  will  make  nothing,  so  a  cipher  cannot  be 
redaced.  The  right,  then,  belonged  to  the  peo- 
ple, as  inseparably  incident  to  their  form  of 
government— was  acknowledged  to  exist  by  the 
hngoage  of  the  conBtitation,  and  wu  gnarded- 
hr  seenred  by  the  provinons  of  that  instamnent. 
Tea,  (add  Mr.  K.,)  secured  against  the  nnlted 
le^uative  power  of  Qie  whue  Government ; 
uid  yet  gentlemen  propose  nnceremonionsly  to 
defeat  it  by  a  nmpie  motion  in  one  branch  of 
the  Legislature.  He  wonld  not  dwell  longer 
upon  this  branch  of  the  subject.  He  had  al- 
ready said  more  than  was  necessary.  A  pro- 
position so  extraordinary  could  only  olaim  at- 
tention from  its  respectable  paternity :  certunly 
Dot  as  a  ffur  sabject  of  argument  or  discossion. 

Mr.  K.  said  it  was  perfectiy  clear  that  the 
people  of  the  United  States  intended  to  seoore 
a  fne  interconrse  between  the  people  and  their 
GoTemment,  and  especially  to  plaee  b^ond 
doabt  the  right  of  petiticm. 

That  Clongress  would  be  troubled  with  many 
petitions  it  oould  not  grant,  and  wonld  occa- 
sionally have  submitted  to  it  propositions  foolish 
and  extravagant,  was  a  foreseen  incident  of  the 
right,  and  one  that  could  not  be  avoided  witii- 
out  assoming  the  power  to  deny  the  right  al- 
t(^ether.  The  fact  of  sending  a  petition  here 
for  any  purpose,  proved  that  tiie  petitioner  be- 
lieved he  had  a  right  to  ask  it,  and  that  Con- 
gress had  a  right  to  grant  it  We  had  only  to 
leo^ve  the  petition,  look  into  it,  decide  on  the 
right  to  reltt^  and  act  aooordingly.  No  man 
ever  waa  oonvinoed  cf  his  error  by  refuting  to 
hear  him, 

Man,  he  said,  was  a  social  and  ^mpathetio 
bnng.  He  was  always  pleased  and  nattered 
a  ooinddenoe  of  c^inion;  and  agreting  in 


one  measure  of  primary  importance,  men  are 
more  readily  prepared  for  agreement  in  every 
thing  else.  On  the  other  hand,  if  they  believe 
others  extravasantiy  wrong  upon  one  ftan* 
dainental  principle,  they  eatily  believe  them 
wrong  in  their  opinions  upon  every  other; 
and,  not  agreeing  in  that,  tbey  will  agree  in 
nothing.  Withont  referring  with  any  disre- 
spect to  a  doctrine  in  which  he  did  not  agree, 
he  coold  cite  his  southern  friends  to  the  re- 
organization of  parties  at  the  South  on  the 
doctrine  of  nuUiflcation,  as  a  practical  illus- 
tration of  the  truth  of  this  petition.  Thou- 
sands of  intelligent  men,  who,  in  politics,  for- 
merly agreed  in  every  thing,  now  agreed  in 
nothing,  because  they  did  not  agree  upon  the 
doctrine  of  nullification;  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  thonsanda,  who  formerly  agreed  in  noth- 
ing, now  agree  in  every  Uiing,  because  they  do 
agree  in  that  doctrine.  The  history  of  par- 
ties would  prove  the  same  results  in  similar 
cases  in  all  time  past,  and  Qis  same  results 
would  follow  similar  causes  In  all  time  to  come 
until  the  nature  and  oonstitotitm  d  man  ahoold 
be  essentially  dianged. 


TtrssoAT,  March  1. 
AhoUUM  ofSUmry  in  Atf  Distriet  qf  Ookimiia, 

The  Senato  proceeded  to  consider  the  petiticm 
of  the  Society  of  Friends,  praying  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  alavery. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Vi. 
Oalhohh,  that  the  petition  be  not  received, 

Mr.  PsxnnBS  sain :  The  petitions  which  nave 
been  presented  here  do  not  ask  any  interference, 
or  assert  any  power  in  Conness  to  intorfara 
with  slavery  in  the  States.  They  are  confinea 
to  slavery  in  this  IMstrict.  They  complain  of 
its  existence  here  as  a  public  evil,  and  ask  the 
interposition  of  Congress  to  redress  the  griev- 
ance. The  S^tor  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
CixHoim)  has  moved  that  the  petitions  be  not 
received.  The  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr. 
Buohahah)  proposes  t^  the  pnqrer  of  the 
petitions  be  at  once  r^ected. 

Sir,  I  cannot  agree  to  either  of  these  motionB. 
They  differ,  to  be  sore,  in  point  of  form,  bnt  the 
effect  of  both,  it  appears  to  me,  is  substantially 
the  same.  The  first  in  order,  the  one  now 
before  the  Senate,  denies,  in  terms,  the  right  to 
petition  at  all  on  the  subject.  The  other,  it  is 
tru&  does  not,  in  form,  deny  the  right ;  but 
while  it  professes  to  admit  the  right,  it  proposes 
to  r^ect  the  prayer  of  the  petitions  inmie- 
diatefy,  without  a  hearing,  and  without  con- 
nderation.  They  are  both  essentially  preli- 
minary motions,  precluding  alike  the  nsnu  ref- 
erence and  examination  into  the  merits  of  the 
petitions;  and,  in  my  jodgment,  they  both,  in 
effect,  abridge  the  right  seenred  by  the  consti- 
tution;  or,  more  properly  speaking,  the  right 
recognized  by  the  constitution  as  a  pre-existing 
right— a  right  original  and  inherent  in  tiie  peo- 
ple. If  we  oaa  make  no  law  abridi^  the 
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right  to  peUtioD,  we  sorely  can  neither  right- 
twj  reTose  to  receive  a  petition,  nor  reject  it 
imtantar,  on  its  reception,  without  a  hearing, 
wi^oat  an  inquiry  into  the  sabject-matter. 

The  distincUon  between  rejecting  the  jwti- 
tion,  and  rejecting  the  prayer  of  the  petition, 
immediately  on  its  being  received,  which  is  the 
motion  proposed  br  the  Senator  from  Pennsyl- 
Tania,  is  too  refined  and  abstract,  in  my  appre- 
hension, for  a  subject  of  sach  common  and 
Bnivet«al  interest  to  the  people,  as  the  privily 
and  right  to  petition.  The  distinction,  I  mnst 
repeat,  is,  to  my  mind,  unimportant,  and  exists 
rather  in  form  than  in  substance.  The  charac- 
ter of  the  motion  is  not  altered,  or  at  all  varied, 
by  the  droamstance  that  the  motion  admits  of 
discNOSsicm.  Diaooanisi  may  be  had  on  almost 
any  and  every  preliminary  motion.  Disons- 
sion,  free  and  liberal  discussion,  has  been  had  on 
the  motion  not  to  receive.  That  motion  is  still 
pending ;  and  if  discussion  is  all  that  is  to  be 
looked  to,  every  object  has  been  attfuned,  and 
gentlemen  may  as  well  vote  for  that  motion  at 
once.  The  disposiUou  proposed  to  be  given  to 
the  petition,  after  it  shall  be  received,  is  equally 
Rommary,  denying  as  it  does,  investigaticHi  and 
consideration  in  the  aoooatomed  forms  (Hf  pro- 
oeeding ;  and  though  It  may  be  a  formal  and 
tedhnical  compliance  with  tiie  constitution,  it 
is,  after  all,  to  every  practical  and  essential 
purpose,  equivalent  to  a  rejection  of  the  peti- 
tion itself.  To  receive  the  petition  with  the 
express  view  and  for  no  otiier  purpose  than 
immediately  to  proceed  and  reject  the  prayer 
of  it,  is  treating  the  petition  no  better,  except 
in  mere  matter  of  ceremony,  than  to  refuse  to 
receive  it  at  all.  If  we  are  bound  to  receive, 
we  are  boand  to  hear  and  consider ;  and  an 
abrupt  and  premature  rejection  of  the  prayer 
of  the  petilioDf  if  not  a  denial  of  the  n^ht  to 
petition,  is  a  denial  of  every  thing  belongmg  to 
Hie  right  which  is  of  any  importance. 

When  petitions  are  decorous  in  their  lan- 
ffuage,  ana  contain  nothing  which  can  be  jostiy 
deemed  intentionally  ofransive;  when  they 
come  from  persons  competent  to  petition,  and 
treat  of  sutijects  upon  which  it  is  competent 
for  Congress  to  act-,  I  hold  that  we  are  bound 
to  receive  them,  and  give  them  a  respectful 
consideration.  So  petition,  in  my  opinion, 
onght  to  be  rejected,  or  can  constitutioually  be 
i^eoted  and  refused  a  hearing,  on  account  of 
tiie  nature  of  the  subject  (rf  which  it  treats, 
unless  the  sntdeot  be  obvioualy  and  unqnestion- 
ably  beyond  the  oonstitntioniil  power  of  Oon- 
greas.  With  this  linutation  of  the  right,  it 
bdongs,  and  must,  from  the  very  nature  of  the 
right,  necessarily  t>elong,  exclusively  to  the 
petitioners  themselves  to  judge  c£  the  snbject- 
matter.  If  Congress  can  discriminate  between 
subjects,  and  say  that  upon  some  snbjects  peti- 
tions may  be  received,  but  upon  otners  they 
shall  not  be  received,  what,  I  ask,  becomes  of 
the  right  to  petition  ?  What  is  the  right 
vorthi  It  will  be  in  vain,  sir,  that  we  ao- 
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knowledge  the  right,  if  we  thus  limit  ita 
extent,  if  we  thus  control  its  exercise. 

Kr.  'WxBSTBB  expressed  briefiy  his  judgment 
as  to  the  proper  coarse  to  be  U^en  witii  these 
petitions.  He  thought  they  ought  to  be  re- 
ceived, referred,  and  considered.  That  waa 
what  was  usually  done  with  petitions  on  other 
subjects,  and  what  had  been  imiformly  done, 
heretofore,  with  petitions  on  this  solyeot  also. 

Those  who  believed  they  had  an  midtmbted 
right  to  petition,  and  that  Congress  had  un- 
doubted oonatitntional  anthori^  ow  the  mb- 
jeots  to  which  their  petitions  related,  would 
not  be  satisfied  witib  a  refusal  to  receive  the 
petitions,  nor  with  a  formal  reception  of  them, 
followed  by  an  immediate  vote  r^eoting  tbcor 
prayer.  Zn  parliamentary  forms  there  was  BomB 
mfferenoe  between  these  two  modes  of  pro- 
ceeding, but  it  woold  be  considwed  as  little 
else  ^an  a  difference  in  mere  form.  He 
thought  the  question  must  at  some  time  be 
met,  considered,  and  discussed.  In  this  mat- 
ter, as  in  others,  Congress  mnst  stand  on  its 
reasons.  It  was  in  vain  to  attempt  to  stmt  the 
door  agidiut  petitiona,  and  expect  in  that  waj 
to  av(nd  disonauon.  On  the  preaentment  of 
tiie  first  of  these  petitions,  he  had  been  of 
opinion  that  it  onght  to  be  referred  to  the 
proper  committee.  He  was  of  that  opinioa 
still.  The  subject  coold  not  be  stifled.  It  moat 
be  discussed,  and  be  wished  it  should  be  dis* 
cussed  calmly,  dispassionately,  and  folly,  in  all 
its  branches,  and  its  bearings.  To  rt^t  the 
prayer  of  a  petition  at  ouce  without  reference 
or  consideration,  was  not  respectful;  and  in 
this  case  nothing  could  be  possibly  gaioed  by 
going  out  of  the  usual  course  of  respectful  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  pBssroH  said :  Mr.  F^dent,  I  deeply 
regrrt  the  course  which  this  discoadoa  h» 
takm.  I  have  observed  its  progress  with  much 
pain,  with  a  feeling  of  anxiety  and  de^weaaon 
which  I  find  great  difficulty  in  expressmg.  It 
has  been  mixed  np  with  all  those  small  tomea 
of  party  and  personal  bitterness  which,  whether 
properly  or  not,  enter  so  largely  into  the  ordi- 
nary debates  of  the  Senate,  but  which  are 
altogether  misplaced,  and  dangerous,  when 
connected  with  the  consideration  of  those 
deep  and  vital  Interests  involved  in  any  dis- 
cussion of  the  institution  of  slavery.  It  is 
very  dearable,  as  has  been  well  eaggoated  by 
the  Senator  from  Hassachusetta,  tiiat,  if  we 
most  ddiberato  on  this  sutgect,  we  do  so  with 
all  the  calmncBS  posdble,  aira  with  a  deliberate 
and  o(Hubined  effort  to  do  what  is  beat  under 
the  perilous  ciroumstancea  which  anrronnd  us, 
ttnioflaenoed  by  the  paltry  purposes  of  party. 
In  whatever  temper  yon  may  come  to  it,  the 
discossw  is  ftall  of  d^iger.  The  fact  that  yon 
are  deliberating  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  in- 
spires my  mind  witii  the  most  solemn  thon^ta. 
No  matter  how  it  comes  before  you,  no  matter 
whether  the  questions  be  preliminary  or  collat- 
eral, ytm  have  no  jorisdioUon  over  it  in  any  o£ 
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its  aspects.  These  doors  ahonld  be  closed 
agiunst  it ;  for  yon  have  no  ri^t  to  draw  into 
qnestion  here  an  institntion  Koaraoteed  hy  the 
oonstitatioQ,  and  oa  which,  m  fact,  the  right 
<rf  twenty-two  Senators  to  a  seat  tat  this  body 
is  fonnded;  and,  emphatically,  yon  have  no 
light  to  assail,  or  to  permit  to  be  assailed,  the 
domestic  relations  of  a  particnlar  section  of  the 
oonntry,  which  yon  are  incapable  of  appreciat- 
ing, of  which  yon  are  necessarily  ^orant, 
which  the  oonstitntion  pnts  beyond  yonr  reaoh, 
and  which  a  fair  oonrtesy,  it  wonld  seem,  shoold 
exempt  from  yonr  diacnssion.  It  exacts  stHne 
patience  in  a  southem  man  to  dt  here  and 
Bsten,  d^  after  day,  to  oinmerations  ot  the 
demoraUnng  effbets  of  his  honsehold  arrange- 
ments,  oonsTdmred  in  the  abstniot— to  hear  his 
condition  of  life  lamented  over,  and  to  see  the 
coolness  with  which  it  is  proposed  to  admit 
petitioners  who  asstul,  and  viliiy,  and  pity 
him,  on  tite  ground  that  it  wonld  hnrt  their 
fe^ngs  if  we  do  not  listen  to  them.  We  sit 
here  and  hear  all  this,  and  more  than  this. 
We  hear  onrselves  aocosed  of  being  agitators, 
becanae  we  ask  the  qnestion.  Is  it  the  pleasure 
of  the  Senate  to  hear  those  who  tJins  assail  ns  f 
As  yet,  Mr.  President,  the  incendiaries  are  bnt 
at  yonr  dow  deman^ng  admittance,  and  it  is 
yet  within  yonr  power  to  say  to  them  that  they 
shall  not  throw  thdr  boming  brands  upon  this 
floor,  or  propagate  the  conflagration  throngh 
tills  Government.  Before  yon  lend  yonrself  to 
tbeir  nnhallowed  porpoees,  I  wish  to  say  a  word 
or  two  upon  Hie  actual  condition  of  the  aboli- 
tion qnestion;  for  I  greatly  fear,  from  what 
has  transpired  here,  that  it  is  very  insnfficientiy 
understood,  and  that  the  danger  of  the  emer- 
gency is  by  no  means  estimatm  as  it  otight  to 
be.  God  forbid  that  I  should  permit  any  mat- 
ter of  temporary  interest  or  pasraon  to  enter 
into  what  I  am  abont  to  tell  yon  of  the  real 
wMoh  environ  as.  My  Btate  has  been 
Be  it  sa  My  peculiar  principles 
have  been  denounced.  I  submit  to  it  Bar- 
canns^  intended  to  be  bitter,  have  been  uttered 
against  ns.  Let  them  pass.  I  will  not  permit 
myself  to  be  disturbed  by  these  things,  or,  by 
retorting  them,  throw  any  snspidon  on  the 
temper  in  which  I  solemnly  warn  both  sections 
of  this  Union  of  the  impending  dangers,  and 
exhort  this  Senate  to  do  whatever  becomes  its 
wisdom  and  patriotism  nnder  the  circnmstances. 
Let  QB  not  shut  onr  eyes,  sir,  on  our  condition. 
Some  gentiemen  have  intimated  that  there  is  a 
purpose  to  get  np  a  panic.  No,  no,  sir,  I  have 
BO  such  purpose.  A  panic  on  this  subject  is  a 
ffisaster.  The  stake  is  too  great  to  pl^  for 
nnder  a  panic  In  the  presence  of  so  mnoh 
danger  as  I  solemnly  believe  exists,  I  would 
rather  steady  every  mind  to  the  widest  con- 
templation of  it,  than  endeavor  to  excite  my 
own,  or  the  feelings  of  others,  by  adventitious 
stimulants.  If  I  over-estimate  tiie  magnitude 
of  the  dangers  which  threaten  us,  it  is  in  spite 
of  myself  against  my  wishes^  and  alter  the 
most  deliberate  consideration. 


Wbdnbsdat,  March  2. 
Abolition  of8lan«ry  in  the  Diitriet  of  Columbia. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  peti- 
tion of  the  Society  of  Friokds  in  Pennsylvania, 
praying  for  the  abolition  of  daveiy  in  uie  Dis- 
trict of  Oolnmbia. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Oaimow,  that  the  potion  be  not  received, 

Mr.  BvcHAS^y  said :  Let  it  once  be  under- 
stood that  the  sacred  right  of  petition  and  the 
cause  qS  the  abolitionists  must  rise  or  must  fall 
together,  and  the  consequences  may  be  &taL 
I  would,  thereftire,  warn  Bonthem  gmtlemen 
to  reflect  aerionsly  in  what  sttnalaon  uiey  place 
th^  Mends  to  the  North,  by  indsting  that 
thispetjtifm  riiall  not  be  received. 

We  have  just  as  litUe  right  to  interfere  with 
slavery  in  tiie  South  as  we  have  to  touch  the 
right  of  petition.  Whence  is  this  right  derived! 
Oan  a  republican  Government  exist  without  itt 
Man  might  as  well  attempt  to  exist  without 
breathing  the  vital  air.  No  Government,  pos- 
sessing  any  of  the  elements  of  liberty,  has  ever 
existed,  or  can  ever  exist,  unless  its  citizens  or 
subjects  enjoy  this  right  From  the  very  struc- 
ture of  your  Govermnent,  iroio  the  very  estab- 
lishment of  a  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresent- 
atives,  the  right  of  petition  naturally  and  neces- 
sarily resnlted.  A'  representative  republic,  es- 
tablished by  the  people,  without  the  people 
having  a  right  to  make  fheir  wants  and  their 
wishes  known  to  their  servants,  would  be  the 
most  palpable  absurdity.  This  right,  evMi  if 
it  were  not  expressly  sanctioned  by  the  consti- 
tution, would  result  from  its  veiy  nature.  It 
could  not  be  controlled  by  any  action  of  Con- 
gress, or  either  branch  of  it.  If  the  constitu- 
tion had  been  silent  upon  the  subject  the  only 
oonsequenoe  would  be,  that  it  would  stand  in 
the  -very  front  rank  of  those  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple which  ore  expressly  guaranteed  to  than  by 
the  ninth  article  of  uie  amendments  to  that 
instrument,  inserted  from  abundant  bnt  necea* 
sary  cautimi.  I  shall  read  this  article.  It 
declares  that  "  the  enumeration  in  the  consti- 
tution of  certain  rights  shall  not  be  construed 
to  deny  or  dispar^  others  retuoed  by  tiie 
people.^*  It  would,  without  any  express  pro- 
viMon,  have  stood  in  the  same  rank  with  the 
liberty  of  speech  and  of  the  press,  and  have 
been  entirely  beyond  the  control  of  the  Govern- 
ment It  is  a  right  which  could  not  have  been 
intnnged  without  extinguishing  the  vital  n>irit 
of  onr  institutions.  If  any  had  been  so  twld 
as  to  attempt  to  violate  it,  it  would  have  been 
a  oonoludve  argument  to  say  to  them  that  the 
constitution  has  given  you  no  power  over  the 
ri^  of  petition,  and  you  dare  not  touch  it 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  GaIt 
noTm)  has  Justiy  denominated  the  amendments 
to  the  constitution  as  our  hill  of  rights.  The 
jealousy  which  the  States  entertained  of  federal 
power  brought  these  amendments  into  existence. 
Th^  supposed  that,  in  future  timea  Gonnesa 
might  dodre  to  extend  the  powers  of  tUa  Qov- 
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emment,  and  osnrp  righta  which  were  not 
granted  them  by  the  people  of  the  States. 
Tram  a  provident  eantion,  they  have,  in  express 
terms,  denied  to  Ckingress  every  sort  of  con- 
trol over  religion,  over  the  freedom  of  speech 
and  of  the  press,  and  over  the  right  of  peti- 
tion. The  first  article  of  the  amendments  de- 
clares that  *'  OoDgress  shall  make  no  law 
respecting  an  establishment  of  religion,  or 
prohibiting  the  free  exercise  thereof;  or  abridg- 
ing t^e  freedom  of  speech  or  of  the  press ;  or 
the  ri^t  of  the  people  peaoeably  to  aaaembl^ 
ttftd  to  petition  the  Govemmait  for  a  redress  of 
grievuioes." 

Now,  dr,  what  Is  the  first  position  taken  by 
the  SeuUor  from  South  Carolina  agidnst  receiv- 
ing this  memorial  ?  I  desiro  to  qnote  him  with 
perfect  aocaracy.  He  says  that  the  constitu- 
tion prohibits  Congress  from  pasnng  aay  law  to 
abri^  the  right  of  petition ;  that  to  refose  to 
receive  this  petition  woold  not  be  to  pass  any 
sach  law,  and  that,  therefore,  the  oonstitction 
would  not  be  violated  by  such  a  reftisah 

Does  not  the  Senator  perceive  that,  if  this 
doctrine  can  be  maintuned,  the  right  of  peti- 
tion is  gone  forevw  ?  It  is  a  mere  empty  name. 
The  Senate  would  possess  the  power  of  oon- 
tn^iug  it  at  tb^  will  and  pleasure.  No  mat- 
ter what  may  be  the  prayer  of  any  petition,  no 
matter  how  just  may  be  the  grieTances  of  the 
people  demanding  redress,  we  may  refuse  to 
hear  their  complaints,  and  inform  them  that 
this  is  one  of  our  ^reroj^ves ;  because,  to 
refuse  to  receive  their  petition  is  not  the  pas- 
sage of  a  Uw  abridging  their  right  to  petition. 
How  can  the  gentieman  escape  from  this  conse- 
quence f  Is  the  Senate  to  be  the  arbiter  f  Are 
we  to  decide  what  the  people  may  petition  for, 
and  what  they  ^all  not  bring  before  ust  la 
tiie  servaat  to  dictate  to  the  master  ?  Snoh  a 
oonstniotioa  can  never  be  the  true  one. 

The  moat  striking  feature  of  this  amiinent 
is,  tiiat  the  very  article  of  the  oonstitntion 
which  waa  intended  to  gnard  the  right  of  peti- 
tion with  the  most  jealous  care  is  thus  perverted 
from  its  original  intention,  and  made  the  instru- 
ment of  destroying  this  very  right  What  we 
cannot  do  by  law,  what  is  beyond  the  power 
of  both  Honses  of  Oongresa  and  the  President, 
according  to  the  gentleman^s  ailment,  the 
Senate  can  of  itseff  accomplish.  The  Senate 
alone,  if  his  ai^nment  be  correct,  may  abridge 
the  right  of  petition,  acting  in  its  separate 
capadty,  tbou(^  it  could  not,  as  <me  branch  of 
ttte  Lefpslatnre,  orasent  to  any  law  whidi  wonld 
confer  upon  itself  this  power. 

What  is  the  trae  history  and  character  of 
this  article  of  the  oonatitntiont  In  the  thir- 
teenth year  of  the  reign  of  that  "royal  seonn- 
drel,"  Charles  IL,  as  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia (Mr.  Lbiob)  has  justiy  denominated  him, 
an  act  of  Parliament  was  passed  abridging  the 
right  of  petition.  It  declared  that  "no  peti- 
tion to  the  King  or  either  House  of  Parlia- 
ment, tor  any  uteration  in  <dinrch  or  state, 
ahaU  be  signed  1^^  above  twenty  pereoiu,  nnkn 
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the  matter  thereof  be  wproved  by  three  jus- 
tices of  the  peace,  or  the  m^or  part  <^  tha 
grand  jary  in  the  county;  and  in  London  by 
the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  oommon  coun- 
cil; nor  ahall  any  petition  be  presented  by 
more  than  ten  parous  at  a  time."  Each  Sena- 
tor will  readily  ^rceive  that  the  right  of  peti- 
tion was  thus  laid  almost  entirely  prostrate  at 
the  fbet  of  the  Sovereign.  The  justices  of  the 
peace,  and  the  sheriffs  who  selected  the  mni. 
juries,  were  his  creatures,  appointed  and  re- 
moved at. his  pleasure.  Out  of  the  dty  of 
London,  without  consent,  no  petjti(U  for 
an  alteration  in  church  or  state  could  be  signed 
by  more  than  twenty  individuals.  At  t^ 
revolution  of  1688,  the  bill  of  rights  guaranteed 
to  English  subjects  the  right  of  petitioning  the 
King,  but  the  courts  of  jnstioe  decided  that  it 
did  not  repeal  the  statute  of  tlie  second  Charies. 
This  statute  still  remained  in  force  at  the  adop- 
tion of  the  federal  constitution.  Such  was  the 
state  of  the  law  in  tiiat  country,  from  which 
we  have  derived  most  of  our  institutions,  when 
this  amendment  to  the  constitution  was  adopted. 

Although  the  constitution,  as  it  came  from 
the  hands  oi  its  framers,  gave  to  Oongreaa  no 
power  to  tondi  the  ri|^t  m  petition,  ^  aome 
of  the  Statea  to  whmn  It  waa  submitted  for 
rstifioation,  apprdieuding  that  the  time  might 
arrive  when  Congress  would  be  dinmsed  to  act 
like  the  Brit^  nrliament,  expreauy  wHhdnftr 
the  subject  from  our  oontrol.  Not  astiafied  with 
the  fbot  that  no  power  over  it  had  been  granted 
by  the  constitntion,  they  determined  to  pro~ 
hibit  us,  in  express  terms,  from  ever  exerwing 
such  a  power.  This  is  the  true  history  at  the 
first  article  of  onr  bill  of  rights. 

The  very  language  of  this  amendment  itself 
contains  the  strongest  recognition  of  the  ri^^t 
of  petitum.  In  the  clearest  terms,  it  presnp* 
poses  its  existence.  How  can  yon  abridge  a 
right  which  had  no  prevlons  existenoet  On 
this  question  I  deem  tne  argument  of  my  frimd 
from  Qeorgia  (Hr.  Kino)  conclusive.  The 
amendment  assumes  that  the  people  have  the 
right  to  petition  for  the  redress  of  grievance^ 
and  places  it  beyond  the  power  of  Congress  to 
touch  this  sacred  right.  The  truth  is,  tihat  the 
authors  of  the  amendment  believed  this  to  be  a 
Oovemment  of  such  tremendous  power,  that  it 
was  necessary,  in  express  terms,  to  withdraw 
from  its  grasp  their  most  essential  rights.  The 
right  of  every  citizen  to  worship  his  God  ac- 
cording to  the  dictates  of  his  own  conscience, 
his  ri^  f^e^  to  speak  and  freely  to  print  and 
pal^&  his  thoughta  to  the  wM-ld,  aai  his  ri^t 
to  petition  the  Gfovemment  for  a  redress  of 
grievances,  are  placed  wtirely  beyond  the  oon- 
trol of  the  Congress  of  the  ITnited  States,  or 
either  of  its  branches.  There  may  they  ever 
renudnl  These  fundamental  principles  of 
liberty  are  companions.  They  rest  upon  the 
same  foundation.  They  most  stand  or  must 
fall  together.  They  wiU  be  maintained  so  long 
as  American  libMty  shall  endure. 

The  next  argument  advanced  by  the  g«nti»- 
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man  is,  that  we  are  oot  boand  to  receive  this 
petition,  becaase  to  grant  its  prayer  would  be 
nnocHistitQtionat  ?  In  this  argameut  I  ahall  not 
touch  the  qnestion,  whether  Oongreas  possess 
the  power  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Oolambia  or  not.  Sappose  they  do  not,  can 
the  geotlemaa  mfdnt^  the  position  that  we 
are  authorized  by  the  constitation  to  refuse  to 
receive  a  petition  from  the  people,  because  we 
may  deem  the  object  of  it  unconstitutional. 
"Whence  is  any  such  restriction  of  the  right  of 
p^tioD  deriradt  Who  gave  it  to  nsf  Is  it 
to  be  fbnnd  in  the  otnutitation?  The  people 
are  not  oonstitational  lawyers ;  bat  the^  feel 
^pprearitm,  and  know  when  they  are  aggrieved. 
Iniey  present  their  complaints  to  us  in  the 
form  of  a  petition.  I  ask,  by  what  authority 
can  we  refuse  to  receive  it  f  They  have  a  right 
to  spread  t^eir  wishes  and  their  wants  before 
ns,  and  to  ask  for  redress.  We  are  boond  re- 
spectfully to  consider  their  request ;  and  the  best 
answer  which  we  can  ^ve  them  is,  that  they 
have  not  conferred  upon  us  the  power,  under 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  to  grant 
them  the  relief  which  they  derire.  On  any 
other  principle  we  may  first  dedde  that  we 
have  no  power  over  a  partienlar  subject,  and 
then  r^ose  to  hear  tiie  petiticnu  of  the  people 
in  relation  to  it  We  would  thus  place  the 
oonstitntional  zif^t  of  oar  constituents  to  peti- 
tion at  the  mercy  of  oar  own  disoretioo. 

The  propontion  is  almost  too  pldn  for  argu- 
ment, tnat  if  the  people  have  a  constitutional 
light  to  petition,  a  corresponding  duty  is  im- 
posed npon  UB  to  receive  their  petitions.  From 
tho  very  nature  of  things,  rights  and  duties  are 
reciprocal.  The  human  mind  cannot  conceive 
of  the  one  without  the  other.  They  are  relative 
terms.  If  the  people  have  a  right  to-emumand, 
it  is  the  duty  <tf  tneir  aervanta  to  obey.  If  I 
have  a  right. to  a  anm  of  money,  it  is  tiie  duty 
of  my  debtor  to  jfaj  it  to  me.  If  the  people 
have  a  right  to  petition  their  representatives, 
it  is  our  duty  to  receive  tiieir  petition. 

This  question  was  solemnly  deterniined  by 
the  Senate  more  than  thirty  years  ago.  Kei- 
ther  before  nor  since  that  time,  so  far  as  I  can 
learn,  has  the  general  right  of  petition  ever 
been  called  in  question,  until  tiie  motion  now 
under  consideration  was  made  by  the  Senator 
fh>m  South  Carolina.  Of  course  I  do  not 
speak  of  cases  embraced  within  the  exception 
which  I  have  jnst  stated.  "So  Senator  has  ever 
contended  that  this  is  one  of  tiiem.  To  prove 
my  poution,  I  shall  read  an  extract  from  our 
Jooraals: 

On  H<Hiday,  the  21st  January,  160K,  "  Ifr.  Logan 
presented  a  petition,  signed  Thomas  Honis,  clei^  in 
behftif  of  the  meeting  of  the  representatives  of  the 
pec^te  called  Quakers,  in  Pennsylvuiia,  New  Jersey, 
Ac,  Mating  that  petitioners,  from  a  sense  of 
religioas  duty,  had  agais  come  forward  to  plend  the 
cause  of  their  oppressed  and  d^^raded  feUow-men 
of  the  African  race ;  and  on  the  question,  "  Shall 
tlus  petition  be  received  t "  it  paawd  in  tiie  affimiaf 
tire :  yeu  19,  naya  9. 


[Snuxs. 

*'7%e  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  one-flfUi 

of  the  Senators  present — 
"Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are, 
"  Heasrs.  Adams,  Massachusetts ;  Alcott,  New 

Hampshire ;  Bayard,  Delaware ;  Brown,  Kentucky ; 

ConcUet,  New  Jersey;  Franklin,  Norui  Carcdina; 

Hilihouse,  Connecticut ;   Howland,  Bbode  IsUnd ; 

Logan,  Pennsytvanla ;  Hactay,  Pennsylvania ;  Hitch- 

ell.  New  Toik;  lackering,  Massachusetts ;  Flumer, 

New  Hampshire;  SmiUi,  Ohio;  Smith,  yeimcmt; 

Stone,  North  Carolina;  Sumpter,  South  Oarolina; 

White,  Delaware ;  Worthii^n,  Ohio. 
"And  those  who  voted  in  the  nwattve  are, 
"Messrs.  Anderson,  Tennessee;  Baldwin,  Ge(H;g^; 

Bradley,  Yermont;   Cocke,  Tennessee;  Jackson, 

Geor^ ;  Moore,  Viifflnia ;  Smith,  Maryland ;  Sodth, 

NewTork;  Wri^  Maryland. 
"  So  Oie  petition  was  read.** 

The  Senate  wiU  perceive  that  I  have  added 
to  the  names  of  the  members  of  the  Senate 
that  of  the  States  which  they  each  represented. 
The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  will  see  thaL 
among  those  who,  npon  this  occasion,  sustained 
the  right  of  petition,  there  is  found  the  name 
of  General  Sumpter,  his  distinguished  predeces- 
sor. X  wish  him,  also,  to  observe  that  bat 
seven  Senators  from  the  slaveholding  States 
voted  against  receiving  the  petition ;  aLthough 
it  was  of  a  diaraotor  well  calculated  to  exato 
their  hostile  and  jealous  feelings. 

The  present,  sir,  is  a  real  ofmtrovvnj  between 
liberty  and  power.  In  my  humble  Judgment, 
it  is  far  the  most  important  question  which  has 
been  before  the  Senate  since  I  have  had  the 
honor  of  occupying  a  seat  in  this  body.  It  is  a 
contest  between  those,  however  tmintontionally, 
who  desire  to  abridge  the  right  of  the  people, 
in  asking  their  servants  for  a  redress  of^  griev- 
ances, and  those  who  desire  to  leave  it,  as  the 
constitution  left  it,  free  as  the  air.  Petitions 
ongKt  ever  to  fi^d  their  way  into  the  S^ato 
without  impediment  ;^  and  I  trust  tiiat  the 
ded^on  npon  this  qaestion  will  result  in  the 
estal^flment  irf  one  of  the  dearest  ^hta  which 
a  free  people  can  eqjoy. 

Now,  iAif  why  Aonld  the  Senator  from  Squth 
Oarolina  urge  the  motion  which  he  has  made  } 
I  wish  I  conid  persuade  him  to  withdraw  it. 
We  of  the  Kortn  honestly  believe,  and  I  feel 
confident  he  will  not  doubt  our  sincerity,  that 
we  cannot  vote  for  his  motion  without  violat- 
ing our  duty  to  God  and  to  the  oouutry — with- 
out disregarding  the  oath  which  we  have  sworn 
to  support  the  constitution.  This  is  not  the 
condition  of  those  who  advocate  his  motion. 
It  is  not  pretiiBnded  that  the  constitution  imposes 
tmy  obligation  upMi  them  to  vote  for  this  mo- 
tion.  With  them  it  is  a  question  of  mere  «z- 

rdiency ;  with  us,  one  of  constitattonal  duty, 
ask  gentiemen  of  the  South,  for  their  own 
sake,  as  well  as  for  that  of  their  fiiends  in  the 
North,  to  vote  against  this  motion.  It  will 
place  ua  all  in  a  false  position,  where  ndther 
their  sentiments  nor  ours  will  be  properly 
understood. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  d^end  my  own  mo- 
tion ftom  the  attai^  whloh  have  been  made 
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upon  it  It  has  been  equally  opposed  by  both 
extremes.  I  have  not  ionnd,  apon  the  present 
occasion,  the  maxim  to  be  true,  that  "  in  medio 
tutittimus  ibis."  The  Senator  from  Louisiana, 
(Mr.  PoB^B,)  and  the  Senator  from  Hassachu- 
Betts,  (Mr.  Webstbb,)  seem  both  to  believe  that 
little,  if  any,  diffrawioe  exists  between  the 
refiisal  to  receive  a  petition,  and  the  r^ection 
of  its  prayer  after  it  has  been  reoeirea.  In- 
deed, the  gentleman  from  Louisiana,  whom  I 
am  happy  to  call  my  Mend,  says  he  can  see  no 
difference  at  all  between  these  motions.  At 
the  moment  I  heard  this  remark,  I  was  in- 
clined to  believe  that  it  proceeded  from  that  con- 
fbsion  of  ideas  which  sometimes  exists  in  the 
clearest  heads  of  that  oountrr  from  which  he 
derives  his  origin,  and  from  which  I  am  myself 

Eroud  to  be  descended.  What,  sir,  no  difference 
etweeu  refusing  to  receive  a  request  at  all, 
and  actually  receiving  it  and  con^dering  it 
reapectfnlly,  and  afterwards  deciding,  witEont 
delay,  that  it  is  not  in  your  power  to  grant  it  1 
There  is  no  man  in  the  oountay,  acquainted 
with  tiie  meacuog  (tf  the  plainest  words  in  the 
English  language,  who  will  not  recognize  the 
diatincdon  in  a  moment. 

IF  a  constituent  of  that  gentleman  should 
present  to  him  a  written  request,  and  he  should 
tell  him  to  go  about  his  busine^  and  ta^e  his 
paper  with  him,  that  he  would  not  have  any 
thing  to  do  with  him  or  it :  this  would  be  to 
refuse  to  receive  the  petition. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  the  gentleman  should 
receive  this  written  request  of  his  constituent, 
read  it  over  carefully  and  reepectftdly,  and  file 
it  away  among  his  papers,  but,  finding  it  was 
of  an  unreasonable  or  dangerous  character,  he 
should  infbrm  him,  without  taking  ftirUier  time 
to  reflect  upon  it  that  ^e  case  was  a  plain  one, 
and  that  he  could  not,  consistent^  with  what 
he  believed  to  be  his  duty,  grant  the  request : 
this  would  be  to  reject  the  prayer  m  the 
petition. 

There  is  as  much  difference  between  the  two 
dases,  as  there  wonld  be  between  kicking  a  man 
down  stairs  who  attempted  to  enter  your  house, 
and  receiving  him  pobtely,  examining  his  re- 
quest, and  then  refusing  to  comply  wiui  it. 

Jn.  making  the  motion  now  befbre  the  Senate 
I  intended  to  adopt  as  strong  a  measure  as  I 
could,  consistently  with  tiie  right  of  petition 
and  a  proper  respect  for  the  petiti<aiers.  I  am 
the  last  man  in  the  world  who  wonld,  inten- 
tionally, treat  these  respectable  constituents  of 
my  own  with  disrespect.  I  know  them  well, 
and  prize  them  highly.  On  a  former  occasion 
I  did  ample  justice  to  their  character.  I  deny 
that  they  are  abolitionists.  I  cannot,  however, 
conceive  how  any  person  could  have  supposed 
that  it  was  disrespectfld  to  them  to  refuse  to 
grant  their  prayer  in  the  first  instance,  and  not 
disrespectml  to  refhse  to  grant  it  after  their 
memorial  had  been  referred  to  a  committee, 
la  the  firrt  case  their  memorial  will  be  reouved 
by  the  Senate,  and  will  be  filed  among  the  rec- 
ords ot  the  oonntry.  Tliatit  has  alreadjr beoi 
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the  subject  of  sufficient  deliberation  and  de- 
bate that  it  has  already  occupied  a  dae  portion 
of  the  time  of  the  Senate,  cannot  be  doubted 
or  denied.  Every  one  acquainted  vrith  Uie 
proceedings  of  courts  of  Justice  must  know  that 
often,  very  often,  when  petititms  are  prearat«d 
to  them,  the  reqnest  is  refused  withont  aoy 
delay.  This  is  always  done  in  a  plain  oaw.  by  a 
competent  judge.  And  yet,  who  ever  heard 
that  this  was  treating  the  petitioner  with  dis- 
respect? In  order  to  be  respeotftd  to  tlieae 
memorialists,  must  we  go  throng  the  utunean- 
ing  form,  in  this  ease,  of  referring  the  memo- 
rial to  a  committee,  and  pretending  to  ddi^ 
erate,  when  we  are  now  all  Iblly  pr^iared  to 
decide ! 

I  repeat,  too,  that  I  intended  to  make  u 
strong  a  motion  in  this  case  as  the  drram- 
stances  would  justify.  It  is  necessary  that  m 
should  use  every  constitutional  effort  to  nm- 
press  tiie  antation  which  now  diitarba  w 
land.  This  u  necessary,  as  mwth  for  the  h^ 
ness  and  fbture  prospects  of  the  slave  asforuK 
aecorify  of  the  master.  Before  this  storm  began 
to  rage,  the  laws  in  regard  to  slaves  had  moi 
greatly  ameliorated  by  the  slaveholding  States; 
uiey  enjoyed  many  privileges  which  were  nn- 
koown  in  former  times,  "m  some  of  the  slave 
States  prospective  and  gnulaal  emanoipations 
was  uublidy  and  seriously  discussed.  Bat  now, 
thanks  to  the  efforts  of  the  abolitionists,  tiie 
slaves  have  been  deprived  of  these  privilf^; 
and,  whilst  the  intergity  <y{  the  Unicm  is  en- 
dangered, their  prospect  of  final  emancipation 
is  delayed  to  an  indefinite  period.  To  leave 
this  qneatiiSi  where  tiie  cmiTOtntion  has  1^  i^ 
to  the  slaveholding  States  themselves,  is  eqnallj 
dictated  by  a  hnmane  regard  for  the  slavea  as 
weU  as  for  their  masters. 

Mr.  Wauxb  said :  "We  are  met  in  the 
threshold  of  this  disonsdon  by  a  preUmioary 
question,  which  is  honestiy  believed  by  many 
of  all  parties  from  the  South  as  well  as  the 
Kortb,  to  interpose  a  constitutional  barrier 
agunst  the  r^ection  of  this  petition.  Ve  are 
told  that  to  r^ect  the  petition  is  to  abridge  the 
right  of  petition  and  to  violate  the  constitntiML 
With  my  oath  to  sapport  that  sacred  insfani- 
ment  yet  fresh  upon  my  Hps  and  green  in  my 
memory,  did  I  suppose  that  a  ounstitofionu 
oUlgation  was  imposed  upon  us  to  reoeiTe  all 
petitinifl  addressed  and  presented  to  ns,  what- 
ever their  language,  dharaotw,  or  tfflidencj 
might  be,  my  vote  ^oold  be  given  against  the 
rejection  of  this  memorial  The  rights  of  my 
constituents  are  infinitely  dear  to  me,  but  they 
do  not  desire  to  secure  those  rights  by  tram- 
PIIm;  down  the  constitntion  of  the  Union. 

The  first  article  of  the  amendments  to  the 
constitution  is  relied  upon  as  denying  to  us  all 
power  to  reject  this  petition.  That  article  is  as 
follows :  "  Congress  shall  mt&e  no  law  respect- 
ing an  establishment  of  religirai,  or  prohibiting 
the  firee  exercise  thereof ;  or  abridging  the  free- 
d<nn  of  speech  or  of  the  press:  or  the  right  of 
the  people  peaceably  to  assemble  and  to  pmlioa 
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the  OoTemmeDt  for  a  redress  of  giievanoea." 
"What  U  it  on  Has  subject  that  Oongress  cannot 
dot  It  om"  mike  DO  law"  "alnidgiog"  "the 
right  (tf  the  people  peaceablj  to  asHemble  and  to 
peation  the  GoTemmeat  for  a  redress  of  griev- 
anoes."  Do  we  propose  to  abridge  this  ngbt  ? 
Do  we  attempt  to  say  to  the  people,  either  hy 
h  law  or  otherwise,  that  they  shall  not  peace- 
ably assemble  and  petition  the  Government  for 
a  redress  of  grievances  t  Do  we  say  they  shall 
not  assemble,  or  that,  when  assembled,  they 
shall  not  petition?  Or  even  that,  when  the 
petition  is  subscribed,  they  shall  not  present  It 
for  the  action  of  tiiis  body  ?  We  say  none  of 
these  things.  Notwithstanding  our  refusal  to 
receive  this  petition,  the  people  may  again 
aasemUe,  agam  subscribe  and  present  here  an- 
other and  another  petiU^m,  precisely  umilar  to 
that  now  before  as;  and  this  right  we  do  not 
undertake  to  abridge  or  question.  But  when 
the  people  have  fnUy  exercised  and  exhausted 
the  right  of  petition,  as  secured  by  the  consti- 
tution, and  presented  that  petition  here,  then 
our  rights  b^n,  and  we  may,  in 'determining 
the  order  of  our  own  proceedings,  reject  the 
whole  petition ;  or,  what  is  nearly  the  same 
thing,  reject  the  prayer,  which  is  the  vital  part 
of  it,  or  refer  the  petition,  or  postpone  indefi- 
nitely the  conuderation  of  it,  or  lay  it  upon 
the  table,  to  sleep  the  sleep  of  death,  and  the 
oonstitttti<mal  rights  of  the  people  are  not  in- 
fringed by  adopttog  any  trf  tbeae  modes.  I  am 
notwUlingto  be  aocosed  of  Tl(Aatuig  the  sacred 
ri^t  of  petition ;  my  veneration  tx  that  right 
is  as  great  as  that  of  any  Senator  upon  this 
floor ;  but  this  right  is  not  assailed  or  invaded 
by  refusing  to  reeSve  the  petition,  but  remuns 
in  its  full  force,  unimpaired  and  undiminished, 
Bubject  to  be  exercised  in  all  its  extent,  when- 
ever the  people  resolve  to  petition  for  a  redress 
of  grievances.  I  repeat  it,  we  do  not  say  that 
the  people  shall  not  assemble — that  they  shall 
not  petition — that  they  shall  not  present  their 
petitions  here — we  do  not,  in  any  manner,  limit 
the  action  of  the  petiti<mer8,  eitiier  by  the 
adcmtion  of  any  law  or  rule  on  this  snblect ; 
we  do  not  even  aay  that  Haa  petition  ahall  not 
be  read  cat  disooMed;  bat  when  all  this  has 
taken  place,  we  may  refuse  to  rec^ve  the  peti- 
tion, either  because  its  language  is  offensive,  or 
beoanse  it  asks  us  to  viowe  our  oaths  and  the 
constitution,  or  because  it  requests  us  to  dis- 
torb  the  harmony  of  the  Union,  or  for  any  other 
cause  the  Senate  may  deem  sufiioient,  for  the 
constitution  is  silent  upon  this  topic,  leaving  it 
where  it  ought  to  be  left,  to  the  sound,  well- 
regulated  discretion  of  the  Senate  on  this  sub- 
ject ;  and  as  we  cannot  and  do  not  nndertak^ 
to  limit  or  prescribe  the  manner  in  which  the 
people  ^all  ezerdse  the  right  of  petition,  so 
nnuier  can  we  permit  these  or  any  other  peti- 
tiouers  to  usurp  the  power  of  thiB  body,  and 
diotaCe  the  manner  in  which  we  shall  act  upon 
their  petition.  Nor  is  there  any  tidng  dearer 
to  mr  mind,  than  that  to  compel  the  Senate  to 
Voi..xn.— 47 


[Skkaik. 

receive  all  petitions,  however  wild  or  visionary 
they  might  be,  or  deBtruotive<^the  Union  ocof 
the  conrtitntioii,  would  be  to  interpolate  in  that 
instrument  a  most  dangerous  provinon.  Sup- 
pose the  Senate  refuse  to  grant  the  prayer  of 
th^  petitioners,  and  that  another  ana  anotiier 
petition  for  the  same  purpose  is  preseutedfrom 
day  to  day,  and  week  to  week,  must  we  for- 
ever continue  to  receive  these  petitions,  and 
reader  the  Senate  a  registering  tribunal  for 
abolition  memorials,  denouncing  the  institutions 
and  people  of  the  South  f  Hy  constituents 
have  rights  on  this  floor,  as  well  as  these  peti- 
tioners ;  and  I  shall  not,  to  gratify  the  blind 
fanaticism  or  gangrened  malice  of  tbese  or  any 
other  abolitionists,  put  in  jeopardy  all  that  is 
dear  to  tiie  pef^le  of  Mississippi,  by  consenting 
to  receive  these  or  any  other  petitions  of  a 
^ilar  character. 

It  is  said  that  to  rfjject  a  petition  Is  to  render 
the  right  of  petition  an  empty  form.  As  well 
ought  it  be  contended  that  to  reject  the  prayer, 
which  is  the  vital  part  of  the  petition,  would 
render  nugatory  the  right  of  petition,  as  to  say 
that  this  right  is  invaded  by  rejecting  the  peti- 
tion itself.  To  r^eot  the  prayer  is  to  deprive 
the  memorial  of  all  vitality — to  make  it  a  dead 
letter,  an  empty  sound,  a  mere  preambnlary — 
nothing.  A  petition  without  a  prayer  is  an 
absurdity — it  is  not  a  petition ;  and  if  we  may 
reject  a  part  of  the  petition,  the  only  part  which 
makes  it  a  petititm,  wh^  may  we  not  r^eot  the 
whole  petition?'  A  petition  is  a  written  prayer 
for  us  to  do  or  not  to  do  a  certain  act ;  and  if 
we  reject  the  prayer,  we  do  substantially  reject 
the  petition  Itself.  If  the  rejection  of  tiiese 
petitions  could  induce  the  abolitionists  to  refir^ 
m>m  sending  here  any  fhrther  similar  memo- 
rials, it  should  constitute  a  strong  reason  in 
favor  of  adopting  this  motion.  It  is  because  I 
wish,  not  by  the  enactment  of  any  law,  or  the 
adoption  of  any  rule  abridging  the  right  of  peti- 
tion, but  by  the  moral  influence  of  our  votes 
and  opinions,  to  arrest  the  transmis^on  of 
aboliticm  memorials  to  this  House,  that  I  Tote 
against  rao^ving  tlie  petition.  Tne  Mends  of 
both  motions  are  equally  opposed  to  the  aboli- 
tionists ;  both  denre  to  put  out  these  balls  of 
flame,  which  are  kindled  at  the  North  in  the 
fires  of  fanaticism,  and  blown  into  tenfold  fury 
here,  in  the  very  act  of  endeavoring  to  extin- 
guish them. 

There  is  another  reason  influencing  me  to 
oppose  the  reception  of  this  petition.  Why  re- 
ceive the  petition,  when  the  Government  has 
no  constitutional  power  to  grant  the  redress 
requested  t  "Would  not  the  reception  of  the 
petition,  under  such  circumstances,  be  an  i^e 
ceremony!  Congress  has  no  oonstifeitionid 
power  to  alxdlsh  slavery  In  the  District  of 
Oolambia.  It  Is  said,  Oongress  has  a  ^rant  of 
*'  exclusive  legis^tion  ^'  over  this  Distnct.  So 
has  Congress,  under  the  same  clause  of  the  con- 
atitutioa,  "  like  antiuwity  "  over  all  places  " 
parohued  tnm  any  of  fhe  States ;  and  upon. 
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the  same  piiociples,  Oongress  miglit  therefore 
abolish  slaTflry  in  all  those  places  parchased  in 
the  slaveholding  States,  or,  what  is  still  strong- 
er, introdnce  and  establi^  slavery  in  all  those 

S laces  pTirchased  from  the  uon-slaveholding 
tates.  Bat  this  is  a  grant  of  *'  exoloKve,"  not 
of  noliinited,  power  ofle^pslation ;  a  grant  only 
of  legislative  power  over  the  District,  to  the 
exdosion,  in  "  all  cases  whatsoever,"  of  any 
oonourrent  jqiiB^elion.  There  are,  however, 
other  daases  fn  tiie  constttatdon  wnlch  limit 
and  restrict  this  power  as  regards  this  District, 
especially  Qie  provision  which  forbids  Congress 
to  dejirive  any  citizen  of  his  "  property  "  "  with- 
out one  process  of  law ;  "  ana  farther  declfu^ 
"  nor  shall  private  property  he  taken  for  pubUc 
nse  without  justcompensation."  Batthispeti- 
tion  proposes  to  take  from  the  people  of  this 
Distnot  their  slaves,  which  are  their  "  private 
property,"  *'  without  due  process  of  law," 
"without  compensation,"  and  for  no  "public 
use,"  the  only  case  in  which  private  jiroperty 
can  be  taken,  even  with  compensation;  and 
that  compensation,  the  Supreme  Oonrt  of  the 
Unum  baa  deddea,  must  first  be  paid  or  ten- 
dered under  the  finding  of  a  jury  of  the  country. 
To  liberate  the  slaves  of  this  District,  even  with 
oompensatioo,  would  be  equally  a  violation  of 
the  oonatitation ;  for,  to  liberate  them,  is  not 
to  take  them  for  the  use  of  the  public,  by  a 
transfer  of  property  to  the  Qovernment  or  its 
agents.  Unless,  then,  this  Government  has  the 
power,  which  none  pretend,  to  purchase  and 
hold  slaves,  to  gratify  the  morbid  sensibility  of 
a  few  miserable  fanatics,  it  can  never,  in  any 
manner,  constitutionally  affect  the  institution 
of  slavery  in  this  District.  Do  not  the  people 
lathis  Olstriot  live  under  the  guarantees  of  the 
constitution  t  Or  could  Congress,  by  the  mere 
parage  of  a  law,  take  from  the  people  of  this 
Distnot  tiheir  lands,  their  lots,  their  houses,  as 
well  as  their  slaves  ?  If  Ooturess  have  such  a 
power,  the  Government  of  this  Diatriot  is  the 
very  dimax  of  despotism. 


TuxsD&T,  March  8. 

Territoriai  Internal  Improvrntnt—JBailroad 
and  Oanal  in  the  Territory  ^Florida, 

On  motion  <d  Ur.  Enro,  of  Alahanu,  the 
Senate  rarooeeded  to  condder  the  bill  to  sutitor- 
ize  ttie  East  Florida  Railroad  Company  to  make 
a  road  through  the  pnblic  lauds,  now  lying  on 
^e  table. 

Various  amendments,  proposed  by  lib*.  Davis, 
having  been  adopted,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed. 

Ou%iotion  of  Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  the 
Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to  author- 
ize the  Pensacola  and  Perdido  Canal  Compaiqr 
to  make  a  canal  throngh  the  public  lands,  now 
lying  on  the  table. 

1&.  Datib  moved  various  uuendments  to  the 
"Un,  which  were  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was 
•wdmd  to  be  engroBsed. 


[UuoB,  IBM. 


AloUiion  ofSlanery  in  the  JHetrict  of  Oohmbia. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  special  order, 
being.the  petition  of  the  Society  of  Friends  in 
Philadelphia,  praying  for  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in  the  Diamct  of  Columbia. 

The  question  pending  being  on  tbe  motion  <^ 
Mr.  Oalhodit,  that  the  petition  be  not  Teoetved, 

Mr.  EiNO,  of  Alabama,  said;  TbeqnestaiMibe- 
fom  them  was  that  raised  by  Hie  Senator  from 
Sonth  Carolina,  (Mr.  OaiaouhO  "Shall  the 
memorial  be  received  %  "  He  should  but  con- 
sume the  time  of  that  body,  if  he  attempted  to 
add  any  thing  to  the  able  argument  of  his 
friend  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Knro,)  so  strongly 
and  clearly  enforced  by  his  friend  from  Penn- 
sylvania, (Mr.  BuoHANAN,)  on  the  constitutional 
principle  mvolved.  He  would  therefor©  leave 
the  question,  as  it  seoned  to  him,  pwfectijset* 
tied. 

The  right  of  petition  was  admitted  on  all 
hands  to  be  one  of  the  most  sacred  rights  in- 
herited from  our  ancestors.  It  was  secured  to 
us  by  the  cdnsUtntion— not  granted,  for  it  was 
inherent  in  the  very  nature  ix  our  Qoremment, 
and  was  not  to  be  set  aside  under  any  tdrcom- 
stances.  Should  they,  therefore,  to  answer  the 
purpose  of  potting  an  end  to  these  abolition 

rtitions,  (and  certainly,  in  the  opinion  of  many, 
would  not  have  that  effect,)  uiould  they^ve 
occasion  to  many  well-meaning  citizens  to 
array  themselves  on  the  side  of  those  in  whose 
persons  the  right  of  petition  might  be  violated, 
and  to  unite  with  them  in  the  prosecution  of  an 
enterprise  they  would  not  otherwise  have 
thought  of?  We  should  be  cautious  (sdd  Mr. 
K)  how  we  give  occasion  to  these  abolitionlBts 
to  shift  the  odium  fittm  themselves  to  a  deeidon 
of  the  Senate.  Evraif  he  admitted  the  eonsti- 
tutionality  of  reftising  to  receive  the  memorial, 
he  would  hesitate  long  before  he  pursned  a 
course  calculated  to  produce  unfavorable  im- 
pressions in  the  minds  of  our  fellow-citizens, 
simply  on  the  ground  of  expediency.  Since  the 
commencement  of  the  present  Congress,  those 
individuals  associated  together  for  we  purpose 
of  agitating  the  public  mind,  and  disturbing 
the  peace  of  the  South,  had  increased  beyond 
all  (»lculation.  They  had  their  agents  out 
everywhere,  distributing  their  tracts  and  pam- 
phlets,^ and  were  pouring  out  their  treasure  witii 
a  lavish  hand,  to  subsidize  presses,  and  circulate 
papers,  for  the  purpose  of  operating  on  these 
very  deliberations  tnat  were  Uien  going  on ; 
thus  endeavoring  to  bring  to  bear  on  Congress 
the  power  of  the  abolition  societies,  and  the 
influence  of  the  presses  which  they  had  set  np, 
with  the  acknowledged  design  of  producing 
action  here.  Now,  he  would  not  undertake  to 
say  that  the  discussion  which  had  taken  place 
bad  had  the  effect  of  stimulating  the  exertions 
of  these  misguided  men,  but  be  felt  that  there 
was  too  much  reason  to  fear  that  it  had  done  so. 
If  this  was  not  the  case,  he  wonld  ask,  why 
had  the  zealous  efforts  of  these  abolitionists 
heretofore  fiiiled  in  prodncdng  the  efleot  they 


AioUtim  o/atawry  ia  tie  JXtlnet  Oolmibia. 
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had  iotended  t  For  it  was  undeniable  that  they 
had  hitherto  failed  in  prodacing  such  an  effect ; 
and  it  mnst  have  been  becaose  Confess  did 
not  give  consequence  to  their  memoruft  bj  a 
protracted  disoasuon,  but  passed  them  by  with 
rilent  contenipt. 

The  recepUon  of  these  menunials  was  so 
stnmgly  impressed  on  hia  mind  to  be  the  only 
true  policy,  that  he  oonld  not  resist  the  obliga- 
tions of  duty  which  Impelled  him  to  urge  uie 
Senate  to  pursue  that  course.  They  had  been 
told  by  the  Senator  from  Mssissippi,  (Ur. 
BiAOE,)  that  many  of  the  State  Ii^islatnres 
had  acted  on  sncb  memorials,  and  hiM  refhsed 
to  receive  them.  Bat,  Baid  Mr.  E..  we  have 
our  own  rule  of  action  prescribed  by  the  consti- 
tation,  and  are  not  to  be  governed  by  what  baa 
been  done  in  the  State  Le^atures,  The  re- 
ception of  petitions  had  been  compared  to  the 
iutrodootloii  of  bills  on  leave :  and  they  had 
been  tdd  by  Uie  gentleman  from  Misdssippi  tiiat 
even  here,  in  this  bock,  ^ey  had  refused  per- 
misdon  to  introdnoe  bills  in  extraordinary  cases. 
That  was  very  true  as  regarded  the  inta-oductlon 
of  bills ;  but  the  principle  on  which  tiiey  had 
been  refused  did  not  apply  to  petitions.  He 
recollected  a  case  where  a  resolntion  which  an 
honorable  Senator  from  Missouri  sought  to  in- 
troduce was  thrown  out,  becaose  a  majority 
of  the  Senate  did  not  approve  of  its  princmles. 
This  was  a  resolution  in  oppodtion  to  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  and  was  offered  at  a  time 
of  high  party  excitement,  and  when  a  majority 
in  both  Houses  of  Congress  were  known  to  be 
&v(mhle  to  the  bank.  Did  this  preserve  the 
bank  I  The  reaidt  is  known  to  aU.  In  one 
word,  then,  he  could  not  vote  agunst  receiving 
this  memorial.  He  could  not,  because  he  did 
not  b^eve  that  they  coold  conatitationally  re- 
fuse it ;  and  he.did  not  believe  it  would  be  good 
policy  to  create  a  sensation  agunst  them  among 
those  who  valued,  and  correctly  valued,  the 
tight  of  petition  as  one  of  their  dearest  privi- 


Tbidat,  Haroh  4. 

B.  C.  N10HOU&  Senator  from  Louisiana,  1^ 
peared,  and  took  ms  seat, 

Bi:pvnging  Resolution. 

Mr.  Bekton  remarked  that  he  was  under  a 
pledge  to  the  American  people  to  bring  forward 
a  motion  for  expunging  from  the  journals  of 
the  Senate  certain  resolutions  whidi  had  passed 
that  body.  He  had  not  made  this  motion  up  to 
the  present  time,  because  he  thought  it  was  a 
motion  of  tliat  character  requiring  the  Senate  to 
be^l  when  it  was  made.  The  Senate  was  not 
^et  entirely  fall ;  there  was  still  a  vacancy,  but 
it  would  probably  be  filled  in  the  coarse  of  two 
weeks.  He  therefore  thonght  proper  now  to 
give  notice  (thongh  he  was  not  called  on  by 
any  rale  of  the  Senate  to  give  such  notice)  that, 
as  soon  as  that  vaoanoy  was  filled,  he  dioold 


bring  forward  his  motion  to  expunge  the  reso- 
lutions he  had  referred  to. 


Monday,  March  T. 

MoUtiono/Slmayin^IHttrietefGolumbia. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  petilaon 
of  the  Sociebr  of  Friends  of  Philadel|^u^.pr^- 
iog  for  the  abolition  of  davery  in  thelMsbiot  of 

Oolumbio. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Hx, 
Calhoun,  that  the  petition  be  not  received, 

Mr.  Cdtbbbbt  said :  Of  the  two  propositions 
before  the  Senate,  he  felt  himself  compelled  to 
vote  for  that  which  was  the  strongest  m  oppo- 
sition to  the  memoriaL  He  had  found  no  con- 
stitutional reasons  for  opposing  this  measure,  no 
well-founded  objections,  under  a  proper  con- 
struction of  the  oonstitQtiou,  to  pving  tlds  vote 
snch  as  his  friends  bdieved ;  it  did  not  appear 
to  him  to  be  violating  tliat  part  of  the  A>nstitu- 
tion  which  secured  the  nght  of  the  people 
peaceably  to  assemble  and  petition  for  a  redress 
of  grievances.  The  first  step,  with  regard  to 
the  right  of  petition,  it  was  not  pretended  had 
been  prevented.  The  people  had  assembled 
without  let  or  hindrance,  and  had  petitioned. 
The  question,  then,  was,  how  this  vote  would 
affect  the  second  part  of  the  right  of  petition, 
and  how  far  the  petition  was  for  a  redress  of 
grievances,  ^th  respect  to  the  latter,  it  was 
not  pretended  by  any  one  that  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Colombia  was  a  ^levanoe  <^  which 
the  petitioners  had  a  right  to  oomj^^ :  and  as 
to  the  first,  the  petitioners  had  a  faeazing,  and 
their  petition  had  been  fully  discassed.  The 
member  who  introduces  a  petition  states  the 
substance  of  it,  and  any  member  may  demand 
that  it  shall  be  read.  Tben,  what  was  denied 
to  the  petitioner  f  Was  he  indignantiy  refused 
a  hearing  t  By  no  means.  The  motion  applied 
not  to  toe  petitioners  themselves,  but  to  the 
substance  of  their  petition. 

You  make  (said  Mr.  O.)  the  most  prompt 
and  decided  objection  to  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tion which  the  rules  of  the  body  permit,  and 
yoQ  do  it  with  a  dne  regard  to  the  fiaelings  d 
those  who  presented  it  Too  say  to  than  no 
more  than  a  kind  and  indulgent  parent  has  a 
right  to  say  to  his  own  child :  that  tneir  request 
is  BO  unreasonable  that  the  granting  of  it  would 
be  productive  of  so  much  mischief  to  them- 
selves, as  well  as  to  others,  that  it  conld  not  for 
a  moment  be  listened  to.  Was  this  mikind,  or 
language  unbecoming  a  parent  addressing  his 
child  f  Tonr  purpose  (said  Mr.  C.)  is  to  warn 
them,  in  the  most  decided  terms,  that  to  perse- 
vere would  bring  ruin  on  themselves,  as  well  as 
produce  the  most  fearful  evils ;  and  yon  entreat 
them  to  abandon  a  course  destmctive  of  the 
best  interests  of  the  political  family,  without 
producing  the  least  good  to  themselves  or  to 
those  fiir  whom  thdr  sympathies  were  ex- 
cited. 
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AMitioft  of  Slavery  irt  Ae  Dutrxct  of  Columbia. 


[Mabch,  im- 


Tdksdat,  Karcb  8. 
AboUHm  o/Stawrjf  in  tAs  Dittriet  (}f  Columbia. 

The  subject  of  the  petition  of  tbe  Frimds  of 
Philadelphia  prayii^nv  the  abolHioc  of  elsveTy 
in  the  District  of  Oolnmhia,  was  reeamed ;  the 

aaestion  bein^  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Oalhouk, 
iiat  the  petition  he  not  receiTed. 
Mr.  GmjiTDT  differed  from  the  Senator  from 
Sonth  Carolina  (Mr.  Ojllbovs)  as  to  the  man- 
ner of  treating  this  petition.  He  ebonld  adopt 
and  pursae  the  opinion  acted  npon  by  the  Oon- 
ffreas  of  the  United  States  in  1790,  and  which 
£ad  been  substantial];  pnrsned  from  that  period 
down  to  the  present.  Petitions  similar  to  the 
present^  and  from  the  same  sodetj,  had  been 
premnted  to  Ocm^preaa  at  each  searion,  and  Con- 
gress had,  at  no  time,  refbsed  to  reoelre  them ; 
and  a  dc^artnre  fran  t3ie  ordinary  nsage  on 
this  sabject,  he  apprehended,  might  prodnce, 
rather  uiaa  allaj,  excitement  It  voold  be 
recolledted  that,  bj  the  Oonstituldon  of  the 
United  States^  Congress  is  ezpresslj  prohibited 
from  interfering  with  the  slave  trade,  which 
might  be  carried  on  by  the  citizens  of  the  differ- 
ent States  for  the  space  of  tirenty-one  years ; 
yet,  in  1T90,  the  Society  of  Qaakers  or  iSiends 
forwarded  meir  petition  to  Congress,  praying 
their  Interference  npon  that  sntgect.  This  peti- 
Uon,  although  in  direct  opposition  to  the  con- 
ttitntion,  was  received,  and  amotion  was  made 
to  send  it  to  a  (xmunittee.  This  was  opposed, 
and  a  propo^on  made  to  lay  it  npon  the  table. 
Tliose  moat  opposed  to  the  object  of  the  petition 
snstuned  the  Utter  proportion.  Kr.  Madison, 
of  Yii^ia,  a  davehtuding  State,  advocated 
the  reference  to  a  committee,  and  naed  the 
argument  wbloh  he  would  read  to  tiie  Buate : 

"Mr.  Hsdison  thought  the  question  before  the 
oomntittee  was  not  othenrise  Important  than  aa  gen- 
tleman  made  it  so  by  their  eerioua  opposiUoii.  Did 
Hmj  permit  the  oommibnent  of  the  memorial  as  a 
matter  of  oouise,  no  notice  would  be  taken  of  it  out 
of  doois.  It  could uever  be  blown  iqtinto  a  dedsiou 
of  the  qoestfon  reqiecdng  the  discouragement  of  the 
AMcan  slave  trade,  nor  uarm  the  owners  with  au  ap- 
prdieuaion  that  the  General  Government  were  about 
to  abolish  slavery  in  all  the  Bontbem  States.  Such 
things  are  not  contemplated  by  any  gentlemaD.  But, 
to  appeaniDce,  they  decide  the  question  more  against 
themselves  ttun  would  be  the  case  if  it  was  deter- 
mined on  its  real  merits ;  because  gentlemen  may  be 
dimosed  to  vote  for  the  ooaunitment  of  the  petition 
wiuoot  any  intention  of  supporting  the  prayer  of  it" 

Mr.  G.  proceeded  by  remarking  that  every 
thing  that  Mr.  Madison  apprehended  bad  been 
realized  by  the  debate  in  which  the  Senate  was 
engaged.  Alarm  had  been  prodaoed  by  tias 
discassion.  TheahoUtioniats  had  been  enoonr- 
aged  by  it,  and  were  redoabling  thdr  ^orts; 
whereas,  mtd  the  petitions  been  received  and 
laid  on  tiie  table,  or  bad  they  bem  received  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  IXstriot  of 
Ccdmnbi^  as  heretofore,  at  this  time  the  coup- 
^  wonld  have  been  in  a  state  of  tnmqnillity. 
The  deddon  that  is  to  take  place  npon  tua . 


motion  may  he  a  source  of  nUsapprebenwm  to 
many  citizens,  who  may  infer  that  all,  or  at 
least  B(Hne,  of  those  who  vote  for  the  reoeption 
of  thtf|ietition  are  fhv<Hrable  to  its  prayer,  when, 
in  fiwt,  there  is  not  one  Senator  here  faTuable 
to  it 

Wbdbxsdjlt,  Uardh  9. 

Abolition  o/Slat^  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  petition 
of  the  Society  of  Friends  in  Philadeli>hia,  on  the 
subject  of  the  abolition  of  slaveiy  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  "  that  tbe 
petiticm  be  not  received," 

Ur.  OAiHomr  sud :  If  we  may  j  ndge  from  what 
has  been  eidd,  the  mind  of  the  Senate  is  fbUy 
made  op  on  the  snbteot  oi  these  petitiini. 
With  the  exception  of  tbe  two  Seniors  from 
Vermont,  all  who  have  ^oken  have  avoved 
their  conviction,  not  only  that  they  contiun 
nothing  requiring  the  action  of  the  Senate,  bat 
that  the  petitions  are  highly  mischievous,  as 
tending  to  agitate  and  distract  the  country,  and 
to  endanger  the  Union  itself.    With  these  con- 
oeasions,!  may  fairly  ask,  why  should  these 
petitions  be  received  t   Why  receive,  when  we 
nave  made  up  onr  mind  not  to  act  t   Why  idly 
waste  onr  time  and  lower  onr  dignity  in  the 
useless  ceremony  of  receiving  to  nject,  aa  is 
proposed,  shcndd  t^e  petiti<ma  be  received  t 
Why  finally  receive  wha^  all  aoknowledge  to  be 
highly  dangeroofl  aod  mischievonsl   But  one 
reason  has  been  or  can  be  assigned—that  not  to 
receive  wonld  be  a  violation  of  the  right  of 
petition,  and,  of  course,  that  we  are  bound  to 
receive,  however  objectionable  and  dangeroua 
the  petitions  may  be.   If  such  be  the  fact  there 
is  an  end  to  the  question.   Aa  great  as  vould 
be  the  advantage  to  the  abolitionists,  if  we  are 
bound  to  receive,  if  it  would  be  a  violation  of  th« 
right  of  petition  not  to  receive,  we  must  aoqui- 
esoe.  Ontheotherhand,if itsballbeshown,iiot 
only  that  we  are  not  bound  to  receive,  but  that 
to  receive,  on  the  gronnd  on  which  It  has  been 
placed,  would  eaorifice  the  ooiutitotaoQal  rights 
of  this  body,  wonld  yield  to  t^e  abotitioiiiflts  all 
they  could  hope  at  tiiis  time,  and  would  bv- 
render  idl  the  outworks  hy  which  tbe  slave- 
holding  States  can  d^d  their  rights  and 
property  here,  then  a  nnanimons  rejection  of 
these  petitions  onght  of  right  to  follow. 

The  decision,  then,  of  uie  question  now  be- 
fore the  Senate  is  rednoed  to  toe  sinf^e  point : 
are  we  bound  to  receive  these  petitions?  or, 
to  vary  the  form  of  the  question,  would  it  be  a 
violation  of  the  right  of  petition  not  to  receive 
them! 

When  the  gronnd  was  first  taken  that  it 
would  be  a  viiuation,  I  oonld  scarc^  persoaM 
myself  that  those  who  took  it  were  m  ^''"^ 
so  contrary  was  it  to  all  my  conceptions  of  tw 
rights  this  body  and  tbs  provi^s  of  y** 
constitution ;  bnt,  finding  it  so  eamcrtly  msio- 
tained,  I  have  dnoe  oanfollf  inveatigated  tm 
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Boljdot,  and  tb«  result  baa  bem  a  ocmfirmatioii 
of  mj  fint  impression,  and  A  oonviotioa  that 
Hie  (uaim  of  right  is  withoat  shadow  of  foonda'* 
lion.  The  qaeBttoii,  I  must  aay,  haa  not  been 

fyxAy  met  Those  opposed  to  we  side  which 
we  sapporthare  disonssed  the  miestion  as  if  we 
denied  the  right  of  petition,  when  tJiey  oonld 
not  bat  know  that  the  traeisene  is  not  as  to  the 
existence  of  the  right,  which  is  acknowledged 
by  all,  but  ita  extent  and  limits,  which  no  one 
of  onr  opponents  had  so  mnoh  as  ftttempted  to 
ascertain.  What  they  have  declined  ddng,  I 
nndertake  to  perform. 

There  mnst  be  some  point,  all  will  agree, 
where  the  right  of  petition  ends,  and  that  of 
this  body  b^ns.  Where  \a  that  p<ttot?  I 
have  examined  this  qneetion  oarefolly,  and  I 
assert  boldly,  without  Uie  least  finr  of  reAitar 
tlou,  that,  stretched  to  the  utmost,  tbe  right 
cannot  be  extended  beyond  the  presentation  of 
a  petition,  at  which  point  the  rights  of  this 
body  commence.  When  a  petition  is  printed, 
it  is  before  the  Senate.  It  most  then  be  acted 
on.  Some  disposition  must  be  made  of  it  before 
the  Senate  can  proceed  to  the  consideration  of 
any  other  sat^ect.  This  no  one  will  deny. 
With  the  action  of  the  Senate  its  rights  com- 
mence— ^rights  aeoored  by  an  express  provision 
of  the  constitntion,  which  vests  each  House 
with  the  right  of  regnlaUng  its  own  proceed- 
ings, that  ia,  to  det^toinej  by  fixed  roles,  the 
Older  and  n>rm  of  its  actum.  To  extend  the 
'right  of  petition  beyond  presentation  is  oleariy 
to  extend  it  beyond  that  pohit  where  the  action 
of  the  Senate  commences,  and,  as  snch,  is  a 
manifest  violation  of  its  oonstitntional  rights. 
Here,  then,  we  have  the  limits  between  the  right 
of  petition  and  the  right  of  the  Senate  to  regulate 
its  proceedings  clearly  fixed,  and  so  perfectly 
defined  as  not  to  admit  of  mistake,  and,  X  would 
add,  of  controversy,  bad  it  not  been  questioned 
in  this  discnasion. 

If  what  I  have  asserted  required  confirmation, 

ale  might  be  found  in  our  mles,  which  im- 
/  tbe  deliberate  sense  of  the  Senate  on  this 
point,  from  the  commencement  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  this  day.  Among  them  the  Senate  has 
prescribed  that  of  its  prooeedii^  on  the  pre- 
sentation of  petitions.  It  is  contained  in  the 
S4th  rale,  which  I  ad:  the  Secretary  to  read, 
with  Vr.  JeflSsrson'fl  remarks  in  refierence  to  it : 

"  Before  any  petidoQ  or  memorial  addressed  to  the 
Senate  Bhttll  be  received,  and  read  at  the  table, 
whether  the  same  sball  be  introduced  by  the  Fred- 
dent  or  a  member,  a  brief  statement  of  tite  ocmtents 
of  tbe  petition  or  memorial  shall  verbally  be  made  by 
the  introducer."— Bole  24. 

Hr.  Jefferson^s  remarks : 

'*  B^nlariy  a  motion  for  receiving  it  must  be  made 
and  seconded,  and  a  qneeUon  put  whether  It  shall  be 
received ;  but  a  cry  from  the  House  of  '  receive,'  or 
even  a  silence,  dispenses  with  the  fcmnali^  of  the 
question." 

Here  we  have  a  confirmation  ctf  all  I  have 
asserted.  It  olear!^  prores  that  -whsD.  the 


petition  is  presented  tlie  aoti(»i  of  the  Senate 
commences.  The  first  act  is  to  recuve  tiie 
petition.  Beotived  by  whom  ?  ZTot  tiie  Sec- 
retary, bat  the  Senate.  And  bow  can  it  be 

received  by  the  Senate  bat  on  a  motion  to  re- 
ceive, and  a  vote  of  a  nunority  of  the  body  ? 
And  Mr.  Jefferson  accordingly  tells  us  that 
r^olariy  anch  a  motion  mast  be  made  and 
seconded.  On  this  question,  then,  the  right  of 
the  Senate  begins ;  and  its  ri^ht  is  as  perfect 
and  full  to  receive  or  reject  as  it  is  to  adopt  or 
r^ect  any  other  question,  in  any  subsequent 
stage  of  its  proceedings.  When  I  add  that  this 
rule  was  adopted  as  far  back  as  the  19th  of 
April,  1769,  at  tbe  first  seasion  of  the  Seoat^ 
and  that  it  haa  been  retained,  withoat  alterir 
tion,  in  idl  the  sabseqaent  changes  and  modifl- 
oationa  of  tiie  roles,  we  have  the  strongest  evi- 
denoe  of  the  ddiberate  sense  of  this  body  in. 
reference  to  the  pqint  under  conffideration. 

The  question  was  tidcen,  "  Shall  the  petition 
be  recwved  t "  and  it  was  decided  in  the  ^Bnn- 
ative— yeas  86,  nays  10^  as  fbHovs : 

Tkas. — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Budiaiun,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Oliio,  Ewing  of 
Illinois,  Goldsborough,  Gnmdy,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Hub- 
bard, Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Geoivia, 
Knight,  Lion,  HcEean,  Morris,  Maudun,  Kuea, 
Frenti^  Robblns,  Robinson,  Ru^es,  Shepley, 
Southard,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  TtnuUnson, 
Wall,  Webster,  Wririit— S6. 

Nats.— MeoBis.  Black,  CaDumn,  Gntiibert,  heiA, 
Hoore,  mcholaa,  P<Hier,  Preston,  Walker,  Whita 
—10. 


rniDAT,  Uaroh  11. 

AioUUmqfSlaoerj/  in  ^JH^riet^  Columbia, 

lit.  Lsjea  siud  that,  in  pursuance  of  the 
prcHnise  which  he  yesterday  made  to  the  Senate 
to  move  to  resame  the  MHirtdttitifm  of  the 
abolition  petition  at  the  eariieat  moment  that 

he  should  have  decided  what  coarse  his  Anty 
required  him  to  pursue  in  regard  to  the  amend- 
ment which  he  yesterd^r  offered  to  the  motion 
for  r^ection,  he  now  moved  that  tiie  Sraate 
take  up  that  subject. 

The  motion  having  been  agreed  to, 

Hr.  Leiob  withdrew  the  amendment  offered 
by  him;  and  the  question  recurred  on  Mr. 
BnoBikNAir's  motion  that  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tion be  r^ected. 

The  question  being  on  the  original  motion  of 
Hr.  BooBANur,  "  that  the  pr^er  of  the  petition 
be  rwectedj" 

A  brief  debate  ensned,  in  which  Hr.  HoKiah 
of  Pennsylvania,  Hr.  Oalhouk,  Hr.  Pbiston, 
Hr.  Davis  of  Hasaacbusetts,  Hr.  Pbbston,  and 
Mr.  Walkkb  of  Mississippi,  took  part. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  tlte  motion 
to  r^ect  the  prayer  of  the  petition,  and  decid- 
ed as  fbllows : 

Tbas. — ^Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Clay,  Crittenden,  Cnthbert,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Ewing 
of  Ohio,  Gtridabcvoo^  Grondy,  fflU,  Hubbard,  Sng 
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vS  King  of  Q«on;U,  Lei^  Linn,  McKein, 

Hoora,  Ni^oUs,  Niles,  Porter,  PrMton,  Robbiu, 
RoUnson,  Bugglef,  ^lepley,  TkUnudge,  TipUm, 
Tomlinson,  W^nr,  WaU,  White,  Wri^t— 84. 

Nath. — Hmri.  Darii,  Uendrickj,  Knight,  Prentiss, 
Bwift,  Webstei^. 

So  the  prayer  of  the  petition  was  rcijected. 

After  this  decirion,  Ux.  Wbbstu  gave  noUoe 
that  he  had  in  his  hand  several  umilar  petitions, 
vhich  he  had  forborne  to  present  till  this  from 
Peims/lvania  should  he  disposed  of^  and  that 
lie  should  now,  on  an  earl7  oceftdoa,  present 
then),  and  moTe  to  diqMMe  of  them  In  tne  waj 
in  which  it  had  beeo  bis  opinion  from  the  first 
that  all  saoh  petitions  shoold  have  been  treated ; 
that  la,  to  ndTer  them  to  the  committee  fxx  in- 
qniry  uid  eouideration. 


ICoiTDAT,  Uaroh  14. 

Hr.  Lnoa  presented  the  credentials  of  W. 
0.  RiTia,  deoted  a  Senator  from  Virginia,  in 
tiie  room  of  Johk  Ttleb,  resigned. 

Mr.  BiTBs  was  then  qnaUfied,  and  took  bis 
aut* 


WiDHUDAT,  March  16. 

AlfoUtion  Petition*. 

Hr.  Webbtkb  rose  to  present  several  petitions ; 
and  addressed  the  Senate  as  follows : 

Aflreeablj  to  notice,  I  offer  snndir  petitions 
on  the  subject  of  slavery  and  the  uave  trade 
in  the  Distriot  of  Colombia. 

I  ask,  sir,  that  these  petitions  may  be  reoeiv* 
ed,  and  move  that  they  be  refoired  to  tiie 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Colombia.  Iliis 
motion  itael^  At,  snffidentiy  shows  la  what 
manner  I  think  this  anl^ect  ongfat  to  be  treated 
in  the  Senate. 

The  petitioners  ask  Congress  to  conrider  the 
propriety  and  expediency  of  two  things :  first, 
of  making  provision  for  the  extinction  of  slav- 
ery in  the  District;  seoond,  of  abolishing  or 
restr^ing  the  trade  in  slaves  within  tlie  Du- 
triot.  Similar  petitions  have  already  been  re- 
ceived. Those  gentiemen  who  think  Congress 
have  no  power  over  any  part  of  the  SQltject,  if 
they  are  clear  and  settled  in  that  opinion,  were 
perfectly  Justifiable  in  voting  not  to  receive 
them.  Any  petition  which,  in  oar  opinion, 
asks  as  to  do  tnat  which  is  plainly  agunst  the 
oonstitntion,  we  might  very  josUy  rqject.  As, 

persons  should  petition  us  to  pass  a  law 
abridging  the  freedom  of  tiie  press,  or  respect- 
ing an  establishment  of  religiiHi,  m6k  petition 


•  Mr.  BlTM  had  nAgnA  at  tho  mmIod  ISSS-'St,  nnder  kg- 
libtjT*  iMtrncUoiia  to  nipport  tlie  raMlntioiu  eondemnAtoir 
of  Pnaldant  JackKiii.  Hr.  Tjler,  who  lupportAd  tb(»e  na- 
olattou,  ifterwardi  nalgoed  nader  laglsUttn  laMniotloiia 
l«  Mpsaca  thain ;  mud  Mr.  BItm  wu  elMtod  In  hU  pUos, 
nm  HTanl  •fots  u*  moomuitad  for  bj  Um  ftet,  tlwt  u 
IntmBtdMft  alMtloa  had  okuif»d  th«  poUtted  ohaiaeter  of 
tha  Tlifbda  Genual  AiMmblj. 


[Mams,  1886. 

would  properly  be  denied  any  reception 
ataU. 

In  doubtf  ol  cases  we  shoold  incline  to  rec^ve 
and  consider,  because  doubtful  cases  ought  not 
to  l>e  decided  without  consideration.  Bat  I 
cannot  regard  this  case  as  a  doobtfnl  one.  I 
think  the  constitutions!  power  of  Congress 
over  the  sulyect  is  clear,  and,  therefore,  tliat 
we  were  bound  to  receive  the  petitions.  And 
a  large  minority  of  tiie  Senate  are  also  of  opin- 
ion that  the  petitions  ou^t  to  be  received. 

I  have  often  expressed  the  opimon  that,  over 
slavery,  as  it  exists  in  the  States,  this  Govern- 
ment has  no  control  whatever.  It  is  entirely 
and  exclusively  a  State  concern.  And  while 
it  is  f^ns  clear  that  Congress  has  no  direct  pow- 
er over  this  subject,  it  is  oor  duty  to  take  care 
that  the  authority  of  this  Government  is  not 
brought  to  bear  upon  it  by  any  indirect  inter- 
ference whatever.  It  must  be  left  to  the  States, 
to  the  course  of  thiitgs,  and  to  those  causes  ovet 
which  this  Government  has  no  control.  All 
this,  in  my  opinion,  is  in  the  dear  line  <sS  doty. 

On  the  other  band,  believing  that  Congress 
has  ccmstitntional  power  over  davery,  and  the 
trade  in  daves,  within  the  ZMstric^  I  think 
petitions  on  those  subjects,  respectfully  present- 
ed, ought  to  be  respectfoUy  treated  and  respect- 
fully oonddered.  The  respectful  mode,  the 
proper  mode,  is  the  ordioBry  mode.  MTe  have 
a  committee  on  the  afilsirs  of  the  District.  For 
very  obvious  reasons,  and  without  any  referenoe 
to  this  question,  this  committee  is  ordinarily 
composed  prindpally  of  southern  gentlemen. 
For  many  years  a  member  from  Virginia  or 
Maryland  baa,  I  believe,  been  at  the  bead  of 
the  committee.  The  committee,  therefore,  is 
the  ^>propriate  one,  and  there  can  be  possit^ 
no  objection  to  it,  on  account  of  the  manner  in 
which  it  is  ooDStitQted. 

Now,  I  bdieve,  sir,  that  the  nnanimons  opin- 
ion of  the  Korth  is,  that  Congress  has  no  an- 
thority  over  slavery  in  the  States;  and  perbus 
e(^ually  nnshimous  that  over  slavery  in  the 
District  it  has  such  rightful  anthority. 

Then,  dr,  the  question  is  a  question  of  the 
fitness,  propriety,  justice,  and  expediency,  of 
considenng  these  two  subjects,  or  either  of 
them,  according  to  the  prayer  of  these  petitions. 

It  is  well  known  to  us  and  the  country  that 
Congress  has  hitherto  entertained  inquiries  on 
both  these  points.  On  the  9th  of  Janoaiy, 
1809,  the  House  of  Bepresentativea  rea^Ted, 
by  very  large  miyorities, 

"  That  the  Committee  for  the  IMstrict  of  Colmnbia 
be  fnstnicted  to  take  into  coosidentkm  the  lairs 
within  the  IHstriofc  in  reqieekto  slaveiy;  thatdiey 
inquire  bto  ttte  dave  trade  as  tt  exista  in,  and  & 
canied  on  tbrovsfa,  the  District,  and  Oiat  they  report 
to  ^e  House  sndt  amendments  to  tfu  **'s*'"g  lam 
as  sball  seem  to  them  to  be  josL'* 

And  it  resolved,  also, 

"That  the  committee  be  further  instructed  to  m- 
qnire  into  the  expediency  of  proviifiDgby  lavforttie 
gradod  abolition  of  davery  wnhiatheI)irtrict,iaaodi 
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maimer  that  the  intcrat  of  no  indMdtul  dull  be  in- 
jured thereby." 

As  earl;r  as  Maroli,  1816,  the  same  House,  on 
&e  motion  of  Mr.  Rasdolpb,  of  Virginia,  re- 
■oWed, 

"  That  a  oonunittee  be  appointed  to  inqoire  into 
tile  existence  of  an  InhnmaTi  and  Illegal  traffic  of 
slaves  Carried  on  In  and  throng  the  District  of 
ColnmUa,  and  to  retort  wbetbw  any,  and  vhat,  meas- 
nies  are  meemarj  for  patting  a  stop  to  the  same." 

It  is  known,  also,  sir,  that  the  Legislature  of 
PeansylTaiiia  has,  within  a  rery  few  years, 
urged  upon  Congress  the  propriety  of  providiog 
for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District.  The 
House  of  Assembly  of  New  York,  about  the 
same  time,  I  think^  passed  a  similar  vote.  Af- 
ter these  proceedings,  Kr.  President,  which 
were  generally  known,  I  think,  the  country 
was  not  at  all  prepared  to  find  that  these  peti- 
tions would  be  objected  to,  on  the  ground  that 
they  asked  for  the  exercise  of  an  authority,  on 
the  part  of  Oongress,  which  Congress  cannot 
ooastitationaUy  exercise ;  or  that,  having  been 
formally  rec^ved,  the  prayer  of  them,  in  r^ard 
to  both  olijeata,'  would  be  immediateJy  r^edied, 
without  reference  to  the  committee,  and  with- 
out any  inquiry. 

Now,  sir,  the  propriety,  justice,  and  fitness, 
of  any  interference  of  Congresa^  for  either  of 
the  purposes  stated  in  the  petitions,  are  the 
points  on  which,  as  it  seems  to  me,  it  is  highly 
proper  for  a  committee  to  make  a  report.  The 
well-disposed  and  patriotic  among  these  peti- 
tioners are  entitied  to  l>e  respectfolfy  answered ; 
and  if  there  be  among  them  others  whose  mo- 
tives are  less  praiseworUiy,  it  is  not  the  part  of 
prudence  to  give  them  the  advazitage  which 
th^y  would  derive  from  a  right  of  oomplmnt 
that  the  Senate  had  acted  hasnl^  or  amiunarily 
on  their  petitions,  without  inqniiy  or  consider- 
ation. 

Let  the  committee  set  fortii  th^  own  views 
on  these  points,  dispassionately,  fully,  and  can- 
didly. Let  the  argument  be  seen  and  heard ; 
let  the  people  be  b-usted  with  it ;  and  I  have 
no  doubt  that  a  &lr  discussion  of  the  subject 
will  produce  its  proper  effect,  both  in  and  out 
of  the  Senate. 

This,  sir,  would  have  been,  and  is,  the  course 
of  proceeding  which  Mpears  to  me  to  be  pru- 
dent and  jnst.  The  Senate,  however,  having 
dedded  ouerwise,  by  a  very  large  minority,  I 
only  say  BO  much,  on  the  present  ocoanon,  as 
may  suffice  to  make  my  own  opinioDS  known. 

The  motion  not  to  reeelTe  tke  petitions  was 
laid  on  the  taUe. 


FmDAT,  March  18. 

The  foUowing  resolution,  offered  by  Ur. 
Bbnton,  being  in  order,  viz. : 

Whereas  on  the  26th  day  of  December,  in  the  year 
1838,  the  follomng  resolve  was  moved  in  the  Senate : 

"Xeaotved,  That  by  dismlwing  the  late  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  because  be  iroald  not,  coolrary  to  his 


[SbUtb. 

own  sense  of  duty,  remove  the  money  of  the  United 
States  m  deposit  with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
and  its  Ivandiea,  in  conformity  widi  the  Kealdent'a 
(qilolon,  and  by  ^>p(^dng  his  successor  to  effect  such 
removal,  whidi  haa  been  done,  the  President  has  as- 
sumed the  exertnse  of  a  power  over  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States  not  granted  him  by  the  constitution 
and  laws,  and  daogeions  to  Uie  Ubetties  of  the  peo- 
ple:" 

Whidi  proposed  resolve  was  altered  and  changed 
by  the  mover  thereof,  on  the  28th  day  of  March,  in 
the  year  18S4,  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

"StBohtd,  That  m  taking  upon  bimsdf  tbere- 
sponsitnlity  of  removing  the  deposit  of  the  public 
money  fVom  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  has  assumed  the  ex- 
ercise of  a  power  over  the  IVeasniy  of  the  Uidted 
States  not  granted  to  him  the  constitution  and 
laws,  and  dangeroos  to  the  Hbertica  of  the  people : " 

whicb  resuve,  so  changed  and  modified  by  the 
mover  thereof  on  the  same  day  and  year  last  mention- 
ed, was  further  altered  so  as  to  read  in  these  words : 

"Retolved^  That  the  President  m  the  late  execu- 
tive proceedings  in  relation  to  the  revenue,  has  as- 
sumed upon  bims^  authority  and  power  not  confer- 
red by  the  constitution  and  laws,  but  in  der(M»tion  <tf 
both:" 

In  which  last-mentioned  form  the  said  resolve,  on 
the  same  day  and  year  last  mentioned,  was  adopted 
by  the  Senate,  and  became  the  act  and  judgment  of 
that  body;  and,  as  such,  now  remains  upon  the 
journal  thereof: 

And  whereas  the  said  resolve  was  irr^olariy,  ille- 
gally, and  unomstltntioDaUy  adopted  by  die  nniate, 
in.  Eolation  of  the  rights  of  deface  which  belong  to 
every  (ntizen,  and  in  subvernon  of  the  fundamental 
principles  of  law  and  justice;  because  President 
Jackson  was  thereby  a^jui^ed  uid  pronounced  to  be 
guilty  ^  ah  impeachable  o&nce,  and  a  stigma  placed 
upmUmaa  a  vidatorttf  his  oath  of  office,  and  of  the 
lawsand  coostitnttoDwhldihewaaflwomto  preserve, 
protect,  and  defend,  without  going  through  the  forms 
of  an  impeachment,  and  without  allowing  to  him  the 
benefits  of  a  trial,  or  the  means  of  defence : 

And  whereas  the  s^d  resolve,  in  all  Its  various 
shapes  and  fmns,  was  unfounded  and  erroneous  in 
pant  of  &ct,  and,  thetefbre,  vb^tuH  and  tmrigbteoua, 
as  wdl  as  lrr^;iilar  and  ^constitutional ;  because 
the  said  Prerident  Jackson,  nrither  in  the  act  of  dls- 
,  missing  Ur,  Duane,  nor  in  the  ^ipointment  of  Mr. 
Taney,  as  i^ecified  in  the  first  form  of  the  resolve,  nor 
in  taking  upon  himself  the  responsibility  of  removing 
the  deposits,  as  spedfled  in  the  second  form  of  the  same 
resolve,  nor  in  any  act  which  was  then,  or  can  now  b«^ 
spedfied  under  the  vague  and  ambiguous  terma  of  the 
general  denundation  contained  in  ttie  third  and  last 
form  of  the  resolve,  did  do  or  commit  any  act  in  viola- 
tion or  in  derogation  of  the  laws  and  constitution,  or 
dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people : 

And  whereas  the  said  re8oIve|  as  adopted,  was  un- 
certain and  amtnguous,  containing  nothing  but  a 
loose  and  floating  dtame  for  den^iating  from  the 
laws  and  oon8titaaoa,ana  aasamfngnngnarted  power 
and  authority  in  the  late  executive  ptoceedin«  in 
relatkm  to  the  public  revenue,  without  specOying 
what  part  of  iia  executive  proceedings,  or  what  part 
of  the  public  revenue,  was  intoided  to  be  referred  to, 
or  what  parts  of  the  laws  and  constitution  were  spp- 
Mwed  to  hne  been  infringed,  or  la  what  part  of  the 
Union,  or  at  what  period  <tf  Us  administration,  these 
late  proceedhigs  were  supposed  to  have  taken  phtoe ; 
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thereby  putUng  each  Senator  at  liberty  to  vote  in 
&Tor  of  the  resolve  upon  a  separate  and  secret  reason 
of  bis  own ;  and  leaving  the  ground  of  the  Senate's 
jadgtnent  to  be  gaeased  at  by  the  public,  and  to  be 
differently  and  tuversely  interpretE^d  by  individual 
Senators,  according  to  the  private  and  particular 
uodentanding  of  rach ;  contrary  to  all  the  ends  of 
justice,  and  to  all  the  forms  of  legal  and  judicial  pro- 
ceeding— to  the  great  pr^ndice  of  the  accused,  irho 
would  not  knowa^inst  what  to  defend  bimBelf ;  and 
to  the  loss  of  Senatorial  responaibility,  by  Welding 
Senators  from  public  accountability,  for  n>aking  up  a 
indgment  upon  grounds  which  the  public  cannot 
Imow,  and  which,  if  known,  might  prove  to  be  in- 
s^dent  io  law,  or  unfounded  in  fact : 

jLnd  whereaa  the  spedfications  contained  in  the 
first  and  second  forms  of  the  resolve,  having  been 
<d^ected  to  in  debate,  and  shown  to  be  insufficient  to 
sustain  the  chargee  they  were  adduced  to  support, 
and  it  beaag  weU  believed  that  no  minority  could  be 
obbuned  to  vote  for  the  sdd  spedflcationa;  and  the 
same  hanng  beon  actually  wididrawn  by  the  mover 
in  the  face  of  the  whole  Senate,  in  consequence  of 
such  objection  and  belief,  and  before  any  vote  taken 
thereupon,  the  said  specificatJons  could  not  after- 
wuds  be  admitted  by  any  rule  of  parliamentary 
pracUce,  or  by  any  prindple  of  legal  implication, 
secret  intendment,  or  mental  reservation,  to  remain 
and  continue  a  part  of  the  written  and  public  resolve 
from  which  they  were  thus  withdrawn ;  and,  if  tbey 
could  be  80  admitted,  they  would  not  be  soffident  to 
BuMaiu  the  diaiges  therein  cmtained : 

And  iriiereaB  tlie  Sen^  bdng  the  ooDstitutional 
toibunal  for  the  trial  of  the  Preadent,  when  char^ 
by  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  with  offences  against 
the  laws  and  the  conatitntion,  the  adoption  of  the 
said  resolve  before  any  impeachment  was  preferred 
by  the  House,  was  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  the 
House,  a  violation  of  the  constitution,  a  subversion 
of  justice,  a  prdudication  of  a  question  which  mi^ht 
l^lly  come  beiore  the  Senate,  and  a  disqualification 
(MT  that  body  to  perform  ita  constitution^  duty  ^th 
feiraetH  ma  In^Mrtiallty,  if  the  President  should 
thereafter  be  regularly  impeached  by  the  House  of 
Bq>resentatiTe8  for  the  same  oiTenoe : 

And  whereaa  the  temperate,  respectfii],  and  argu- 
mentative defence  and  protest  of  the  President 
aninst  the  aforesaid  proceedings  of  the  Senate  was 
Fleeted  and  repulaed  by  that  body,  and  was  voted  to 
be  a  breadi  of  its  prinleges,  and  was  not  permitted  to 
be  entered  on  its  joomal,  or  printed  among  its  docu- 
menla,  while  all  memorials,  petitions,  resolves,  and 
remonstrances  agunst  the  ^raident,howevervioIent 
or  unfounded,  and  calculated  to  inflame  the  people 
against  him,  were  duly  and  tiOQorably  leceived,  en- 
CfHniasliaillyconinieutad  npon  lnBpeedieB,reRdattbe 
taUe,  ordered  to  be  printed  witii  the  long  list  of 
names  attached,  referred  to  the  finance  Committee 
for  eondderaUon,  filed  away  among  the  public  ar- 
chives, and  now  ocsutitute  a  part  of  the  public  docu- 
ments of  the  Senate,  to  be  handed  down  to  the  latest 
posterity: 

And  whereas  the  said  reaolve  was  introduced,  de- 
bated, and  adopted,  at  a  time  and  under  circumstances 
which  had  the  effect  of  co-operating  with  ti»  Bank 
of  the  United  States  in  the  parricidal  attempt  which 
that  institution  was  then  making  to  produce  a  panic 
and  pressure  in  the  country,  to  destroy  the  confidence 
of  the  people  in  President  Jackson,  to  paralyze  his 
administration,  to  govern  the  elections,  to  bankrupt 
the  State  banks,  ruin  their  cuirency,  fill  the  whtrie 


Umon  with  terror  and  distress,  and  therebyto  extort 
from  the  aoSeringB  and  alarms  of  the  people  the  res- 
toration of  ii»  mporits  and  the  renewd  ol  iti  (bar- 
ter: 

And  whereas  the  said  resolve  is  of  evil  example 
and  dangerous  |»ecedent,  and  should  never  have  been 
received,  debated,  or  adopted  by  the  Senate,  or  ad- 
mitted to  entry  upon  its  journal :  wherefore, 

"Betolved,  That  the  said  restive  be  expungedfimn 
the  journal ;  and,  for  that  purpose,  that  uw  Secretary 
of  the  Senate,  atsodi  time  aa  the  Soiate  may  appoint, 
shall  bring  the  mannsoript  journal  of  the  season  of 
183S-'S4  into  the  Senate,  and,  in  the  presence  of  the 
Senate,  draw  black  lines  round  the  said  reaolve,  and 
write  across  the  face  thereof^  in  strong  lettos,  the 
following  words:   "Ezpuhqbd  bt  ouiut  or  m 

SkHATX,  this  UT  OT  ^  nilBX  TUB  OF  ODB 

Lonn  1686." 

The  preamble  and  resolation  hsviog  been 
read,  lb.  Benton  rose  and  said : 

Mr.  President :  I  comply  with  my  promise, 
and,  I  presome,  with  the  general  expectatkm 
of  the  Senate  and  of  the  people,  in  brinriu 
forward,  at  the  first  day  that  the  Senate  is  nl^ 
and  eTer7  Btate  completely  represented,  my 
long-intended  motatm  to  expunge  from  the 
jonmal  of  the  Senate  the  soitenoe  of  condem- 
nation whioh  was  prononnoed  against  President 
Jackson  at  the  session  of  188d-*84.  I  have 
given  to  my  motion  a  more  extended  baas,  and 
a  more  detailed  and  comprehensive  form,  than 
it  wore  at  its  first  introdnotlon ;  and  I  have 
done  so  for  two  reasons:  first,  that  all  the  pro- 
ceedings against  President  Jackson  might  be 
set  out  together,  and  exhibited  to  the  pablio  at 
one  view ;  secondly,  that  oar  own  reasons  for 
impngning  that  act  of  the  Senate  shoold  also 
he  set  out  and  folly  snbmitted  to  the  enunina* 
tion  and  aemtiny  of  the  people.  The  first  ia 
dae  to  the  Senate,  that  all  ita  proeeedinga  in 
this  novel  and  momentous  case  uiould  be  faOj 
known ;  the  second  is  dae  to  the  impngoers  of 
their  conduct,  that  it  may  he  seen  now,  and  in 
all  time  to  come,  that  law  and  Justice,  and  not 
the  fiuitiona  impnlsions  of  party  aprnt,  have 
gOTemed  onr  condaot 

The  objection  to  this  word  expnoge  is  foand- 
ed  upon  that  claose  in  the  constitntion  which 
directs  each  Honse  of  Congress  *'  to  keep  a 
Journal  of  ita  prooeedings."  The  word  keep  is 
the  pregnant  point  of  the  objection.  Gentlo- 
men  take  a  position  in  the  rear  of  that  wwi ; 
uid,  ODt  of  the  nnmeroos  and  diverse  meanings 
attribated  to  it  by  lexicographers,  and  exempli- 
fied by  d^Iy  tisage,  they  aeteot  one,  and,  shot- 
ting tiieir  eyes  upon  all  other  meanings,  they 
rest  the  whole  strength  of  the  objection  npoa 
the  [HUpriety  of  that  single  eeleotion.  Tncy 
take  the  word  in  the  sense  of  preserve ;  an^ 
adhering  to  that  sense,  they  assume  that  the 
Senate  is  constitutionally  commanded  to  pre- 
serve its  journals,  and  that  no  part  of  them 
can  be  defaced  oi;  altered  withoat  disregarding 
the  authority  of  that  injanction.  I  am  free  to 
admit  that,  to  preserve,  is  one  of  the  meanings 
of  the  verb,  to  keep ;  but  I  must  be  permitted 
to  affirm  that  it  is  one  meaning  only  oat  of  three 
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or  fonr  dozen  meaniDgs  which  belong  to  tliat 
phrase,  and  which  every  Senator's  recollection 
wiU  readily  recall  to  his  mind.  It  is  needless 
to  thread  the  labTrinth  of  all  these  meanings, 
and  to  show,  by  multiplied  ^etionary  quota- 
tions, in  how  many  instaaoes  the  verb,  to  keep, 
displays  a  signifioation  entirely  foreign,  and 
even  contradictory,  to  the  idea  of  preserving. 
A  few  examples  will  STiffice  to  illustrate  the  posi- 
tion, and  to  bring  many  other  instances  to  the 
recollection  of  S^ators.  Thus :  to  keep  up,  is 
to  maintain ;  to  keep  under,  is  to  oppress ;  to 
keep  house,  is  to  eat  and  sleep  at  home;  to 
keep  tiie  door,  is  to  let  people  in  and  out ;  to ' 
keep  company,  is  to  ftequent  one ;  to  keep  a ! 
mill,  is  to  grind  grain ;  to  keep  store,  is  to  sell 
goods  i  to  keep  a  public  house,  is  to  sell  enter- 
tainment; to  keep  bar,  is  to  sell  liqiiors;  to 
keep  a  diary,  is  to  write  a  daily  history  of  what 

Jon  do ;  uid  to  keep  a  journal  is  the  same  thing, 
t  is  to  make  a  Journal;  and  the  phrase  has  the 
same  meaning  in  the  conatitation  that  it  has  in 
common  parlance.  When  we  direct  a  person 
in  our  employment  to  keep  a  journal,  we  dlr^t 
him  to  make  one ;  our  intention  is  tnat  he  sIuJl 
make  one,  and  not  that  he  ehaH  preserve  an 
old  one  already  made  by  somebody  else ;  and 
this  is  the  precise  meaning  of  the  phrase  in  the 
constitution.  That  it  is  so,  is  clear,  not  only 
from  the  sense  and  reason  of  the  iigunotion,  but 
from  the  words  which  follow  next  after :  "  and, 
from  time  to  time,  publish  the  same,  except 
such  parts  as  in  their  judgmmt  require  secre- 
cy." This  injunction  to  pablish  follows  im- 
mediately after  the  iqjunotiott  to  keep ;  it  is 
part  of  Uie  same  sentence,  and  can  only  apply 
to  the  makers  of  tike  Journal.  They  are  to 
keep ajonmol, aDdtopublishthesame.  Which 
same !  The  new  one  made  by  themselves,  or 
the  old  one  made  by  their  predecessors  1  Cer- 
tainly, they  are  to  pablish  their  own,  which 
they  are  daily  making,  and  not  the  one  which 
was  both  made  and  published  by  a  former  Con- 
gress ;  and  in  this  sense  has  the  injtmction  been 
understood  and  acted  upon  by  the  two  Houses 
from  the  date  of  their  existence. 

Again :  if  this  ii^unction  is  to  be  interpreted 
to  dgnify  preserve,  and  we  are  to  be  sunk  to 
the  conmtion  of  mere  keepers  of  the  old  jour- 
nals, where  is  the  i^junotion  for  making  new 
ones!  Where  is  the  injunction  under  which 
our  Secretary  is  now  actmg  in  writing  down  a 
history  of  your  proceedings  on  this  my  pres- 
ent motion  ?  There  is  nothing  else  in  the  con- 
stitution upon  the  snhjecL  There  is  no  other 
clause  directing  a  journal  to  be  made ;  and,  if 
this  interpretation  is  to  prevail,  then  the  ab- 
surdity prevails  of  having  an  ii^jnnction  to 
save  what  there  is  no  injunction  to  create ! — 
the  absurdity  of  having  each  successive  Con- 
gress bound  to  preserve  the  journals  of  its  pre- 
deoeaaors,  while  neither  its  predecessors  nor 
itself  are  required  to  make  any  journal  what- 
ever. 

Again:  iftheHonsesaretobethepreserrerH, 
and  not  the  makers,  of  Joanudi,  tiun  a  most 
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inadequate  keeper  is  provided ;  for,  during  one 
half  the  time,  the  two  Houses  are  not  in  session, 
the  keepers  are  not  in  existence,  for  the  Secre- 
tary is  not  the  House;  and  during  all  that 
moiety  of  time,  tiiere  can  be  no  keeper  of  this 
thing  whicJi  is  to  be  kept  all  the  time. 

Again :  if  to  keep  the  journal  is  to  save  old 
ones,  and  not  to  make  new  ones,  then  the  oon- 
stitntional  injunction  could  have  had  no  appli- 
cation to  the  first  session  of  the  first  Congress ; 
for  the  two  Houses,  during  that  session,  had  no 
pre-eristing  journal  in  their  possession  whereof 
to  become  the  constitutional  keepers. 

There  are  but  two  injunctions  in  the  consti- 
tution on  the  subject  of  the  journal;  the  one  to 
make  it,  the  other  to  publish  it ;  and  both  are 
found  in  the  same  clause.  There  is  no  specifio 
command  to  preserve  it ;  there  is  no  keeper 
provided  to  stand  guard  over  it.  The  House 
IS  not  tiie  keeper,  and  never  has  been,  and  never 
can  be.  The  Secretary  and  the  Clerk  are  the 
keepers,  and  they  are  not  the  Houses.  The 
only  preservation  provided  for  is  their  custody 
and  the  publication ;  and  that  is  the  most  efieo- 
tual,  and,  in  feet,  the  only  safe  preserver.  What 
is  published  is  preserved,  though  no  one  is  a^ 
pointed  to  keep  it ;  what  is  not  published  is 
often  lost,  though  committed  to  the  custody  of 
special  guardians. 

I  have  examined  this  word  upon  its  literal 
meanings,  as  a  verbal  critic  would  do  it ;  but  I 
am  bound  to  examine  it  practically,  as  a  states- 
man should  see  it,  and  as  the  fi-amers  of  the 
Offlistitati(Hi  tised  it  Those  -wiao  men  did  not 
invMit  phrases,  bnt  adopted  th«n,  and  nsed 
them  in  the  sense  known  and  accepted  by  the 
community;  law  terms,  as  understood  in  the 
courts ;  technical,  as  known  in  science ;  parlia- 
mentary, as  known  in  legislation ;  and  familiar 
phrases,  as  used  by  the  people.  Strong  exam- 
ples of  this  occur  twice  more  in  the  very  clause 
which  we  have  been  examining.  There  is  the 
word  "  house ; "  "  each  House  shall  keep,"  &c. 
Here  the  word  "  house  "  is  used  in  the  parlia- 
mentary sense,  and  means,  not  stone  and  mortar, 
but  people ;  and  not  people  generally,  bnt  the 
representatives  of  the  people^  and  these  repre- 
sentatives organized  for  action.  Yet,  with  a 
dictionary  in  hand,  this  word  "  house  "  might 
be  shown  to  be  the  habitation,  and  not  the 
iidiabitants :  and  the  walls  and  roof  of  this 
Oapitol  might  be  proved  to  have  received  the 
injunction  of  the  constitution  to  keep  a  journal. 
Again :  the  House  is  directeif  to  publish  the 
joumsi,  and  under  that  injunction  the  joamal 
IS  printed,  because  the  popular  sense  of  publish- 
ing is  printing ;  while  the  l^al  sense  is  a  mere 
discovery  of  its  contents  in  any  manner  what- 
ever. The  reading  of  the  journal  at  the  Secre- 
tary's table  every  morning,  the  leaving  it  open 
in  his  office  for  the  inspection  of  the  pnbU&  is 
a  publicatipn  in  law ;  and  this  legal  puoUoatton 
wotdd  comply  with  the  letter  the  coDstitn- 
tion.  But  the  common  sense  men  who  tesmei 
tiie  eoustitation  used  tiie  word  in  its  popular 
soise,  as  ^ynonymouB  with  printing;  and  in 
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that  sense  it  has  been  understood  and  ezecated 
by  Congress.  So  of  this  phrase  to  keep  a  jour- 
nal ;  the  framers  of  the  constatnUou  fonnd  it 
in  English  legifdation,  in  English  history,  and 
in  English  life ;  and  they  used  it  as  they  fonnd 
it.  The  traveller  keeps  a  journal  of  his  voy- 
age; thenaturd  philosopher  of  his  experiments; 
the  Parliament  of  its  proceedings ;  and  in  every 
case  the  meaning  of  the  phrase  is  the  same. 
Our  constitution  adopts  the  phrase  without 
defining  it,  and  of  coarse  adopts  it  in  the  sense 
ia  whi^  it  was  known  in  the  language  from 
which  it  was  borrowed.  Bo  of  the  word  pro- 
oeedinga;  it  is  teohmcalf  goA  no  person  who 
has  not  stadled  parliamentarr  law  can  tell 
what  it  includes.  Both  in  England  and  Ameri- 
ca roles  have  been  adopted  to  define  these  pro- 
oeedluga,  and  great  mistakes  have  been  made 
by  Senators  in  acting  under  the  orders  of  the 
Senate  in  relation  to  proceedings  in  executive 
session.  Grave  debates  have  taken  place  among 
onrselves  to  know  what  fell  under  the  definition 
of  proceedings,  and  how  far  Senators  may  have 
mistaken  the  import  of  an  order  for  removing 
the  iojanotion  of  secrecy  from  the  Senate's  pro- 
ceedings. Every  word  in  this  short  olanse  has 
a  parliamentary  sense  in  which  it  most  be  un- 
derstood: Honse— keep— publish— proceedings 
— all  are  parliamentary  terms  as  here  used,  and 
must  be  constmed  by  statesmen  with  the  book 
of  parliamentary  history  spread  before  them, 
and  not  by  verbal  critics  mth  £ntic&:*B  Pocket 
Dictionary  in  their  hand. 

Mr,  President,  we  have  borrowed  largely 
from  our  English  ancestors;  and  beoanse  we 
have  so  borrowed,  results  the  precious  and 
proud  gratification  that  our  America  now  ranks 
among  the  great  and  liberal  powers  of  the 
world.  We  have  borrowed  lai^ly  from  them ; 
bat,  not  to  enter  upon  a  field  which  presents 
inexhaustible  topics,  I  limit  myself  to  the  pre- 
cise question  before  the  Senate. 

[Here  ITr.  B.  examined  the  English  parliamentary 
low  on  this  pcdnt.] 

Thus  fiir,  Mr.  President,  I  have  examined  this 
oljeoticH)  in  a  mere  verbal  point  of  view,  and 
shown  that  there  is  nothing  in  it,  even  in  that 
contracted  aspect,  to  prevent  the  Senate  from 
execnting  justice  upon  this  journal.  But  ^n- 
tlemen  who  brought  it  forward  did  not  limit 
themselves  to  that  narrow  view  ;  they  took  a 
wider  range,  and  argued  earnestly  uiat  mis- 
chievoas  consequences  would  result^  and  actual 
injury  would  be  inflicted  on  themselves  and 
Hi6  country,  if  my  motion  should  prevul.  They 
maintain  that  a  part  of  oar  legislative  history 
would  be  destroyed ;  that  a  part  of  the  joamal 
would  be  annihilated:  that  the  proceedings 
contained  in  the  annihikted  part  would  be  lost 
to  the  public  and  to  posterity ;  that  their  own 
proceedings  would  become  illegible ;  that  they 
would  be  deprived  of  the  means  of  showing 
what  they  did,  and  how  they  acted.  All  these 
disastrous  consequences,  and  all  these  actual 
wrongs  and  soious  ii^unra  to  themsdves  And 
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to  the  public,  they  stoutly  muntained,  would 
fall  upon  them  tf  the  proposed  obliteration  of 
the  journal  took  place.  And  they  affirmed  that 
it  was  no  answer  to  all  these  real  injuries  to 
say  that  the  expunged  part  would  be  transfer- 
red to  the  new  journal,  and  there  preserved  ia 
full ;  for,  they  declared,  this  transfer  would  mis- 
lead and  embarrass  them ;  because  they  oonld 
not  read  the  obliterated  words  in  the  place 
where  they  were  first  put,  but  would  be  disap- 
pointed in  looking  for  them  there,  and  mi^t 
not  be  able  to  find  tiion  in  their  new  place, 
under  a  diflSeorent  date,  on  another  page,  and  ia 
a  diflbrent  volume.  Tins  is  tiie  sobstantiTa 
part  of  tiie  ol^eetion  to  my  motion;  and  If 
there  happened  to  be  any  reality  in  the  sup- 
posed ezistenoe  of  all  these  wrongs  and  injuries, 
there  might  lie  some  apology  for  the  resistanoe 
they  set  up ;  but  this  is  not  the  case ;  not  one 
of  these  disastrous  consequences  will  ever  oc- 
cur. All  is  mistake  and  delusion,  the  creation 
of  fancy,  the  cheat  of  ima^natdon,  and  the 
figment  of  the  brain.  There  is  nothing  lost 
nothing  destroyed,  nothing  displaced.  All  will 
exist  just  as  dearly,  and  jnst  as  usefully,  for 
every  praodoal  and  every  legal  purpose,  as  it 
now  does ;  wad  this  I  will  estatdish  by  jmaf 
in  less  time  than  it  has  taken  me  to  state  the 
proposition. 

I  request  the  Secretary  to  show  me  the  Sen- 
ate journals  for  1888-'84 ;  to  tell  me  what  the 
journals  are,  and  how  they  are  kept  or  dispos- 
ed of. 

[The  Sbobbtakt  stood  up  and  sud : 
There  is  a  manuscript  copy  of  the  joum^ 
and  a  printed  copy.  The  manuscript  journal  ia 
but  a  single  copy,  and  is  the  same  that  is  read 
in  the  Senate  every  morning  in  sheets,  and 
which  is  afterwards  bound  in  a  volume.  From 
this  manuscript  one  thousand  and  ten  copies 
are  printed,  and  distributed  as  follows:  [The 
Secretary  lure  showed  the  list  of  distribution, 
from  which  it  appeared  that  twoity-ftve  copies 
were  to  be  plaoed  in  the  library  m  Oongreas; 
two  hundred  and  twenty-five  were  to  be  fior- 
nished  to  the  Oovernors,  Legislatures,  univer- 
sities, colleges,  and  incorporated  historical  socie- 
tiea,  in  each  State ;  two  copies  each  to  each 
member  of  tiie  Senate  and  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives ;  five  copies  each  to  the  Vice 
Rroident  of  the  United  States,  to  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  heads  of 
Departments,  Attorney-General,  Judges  of  the 
United  States  courts ;  two  each  to  all  bureau 
officers ;  twenty-five  to  the  Secretary  of  State ; 
thirty-five  copies  for  the  offices  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Senate  and  the  Olerk  of  the  Bousa 
of  Representatives ;  and  two  copies  each  to  the 
Hinisters  fh>m  Great  Britain,  EVance,  foiain, 
Rnssi^Pruada,  Sweden,  t2ie  Netherlands,  Den- 
mark, Portugal,  the  Hanseatic  Republics,  Mex- 
ico, Colombia,  Ohili,  Peru,  Buenos  Ayrea,  Bra- 
zil, and  Oentral  America ;  and  to  the  Consul 
General  of  the  two  Sicilies.] 

Mr.  B.  resumed.  We  now  arrive  upon  firm 
ground,  and  have  solid  matter  to  go  upon.  We 
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can  see  and  feel  the  qaestion,  and  can  handle 
both  tile  objection  and  the  answer  to  it.  The 
Secretary's  answer  is  the  {datform  of  my  bat- 
tery, and  has  already  expmiged  the  objeoticm 
to  my  motion,  whether  iha  motiou  shall  snc- 
oeed  in  expunging  the  joomd  or  not  He  Bays 
there  are  two  sets  of  journals ;  the  mannsoript, 
which  consiBta  of  one  copy ;  and  the  printed, 
which  ia  ninltiplied  to  one  thousand  and  ten 
copies.  Hitheilo  the  discnssion  has  proceeded 
upon  the  assumption  that  there  was  bnt  one 
copy  of  the  journal,  and  that  any  erasure  of 
that  copy  wonld  be  a  total  loss  of  the  erased  part. 
Bot  now  one  thousand  and  ten  other  copies 
start  np  to  onr  view,  Btand  in  array  before  us, 
and  offer  their  multiplied  pages  to  our  free  peru- 
sal; and  the  question  now  is,  what  are  all 
these  copies  for  ?  What  nse  is  made  of  them 
in  fiwt,  andinlawt-  And  the  answer  comes  as 
qnioltly  as  the  qoesUoa  can  be  put :  first,  In 
point  of  fiwt,  that  these  printed  journals  are 
the  only  onee  read,  used,  or  referred  to,  either 
in  this  Senate  in  the  other  House,  before  the 

Enblio,  or  by  the  members  themselves ;  seoond- 
r,  that,  in  point  of  law,  they  are  on  an  equal 
fboting  with  the  origlnnl  manuscript  volume, 
and  received  as  legal  evidence  In  every  court 
of  justice.  Such  are  the  decUions ;  and,  not 
to  im[>ede  the  inarch  of  my  argument,  by  the 
voluminous  citation  of  cases,  1  refer  you  for  a 
summary  of  them  to  Peake's  Law  of  Evidence, 
American  edition,  by  Norris,  in  the  notes  at 
the  bottom  of  the  pages  84, 86.  He  saye, "  the 
printed  joomafe  of  Ooogress  have  been  aUowed 
to  be  re»d  withont  proof  of  their  anthenfidty ; " 
and  refers  to  oases.  This  puts  an  end  to  all 
Directions.  It  settles  all  questions.  Take  the 
oonstitution  as  you  please,  to  make  or  to  pre- 
serve journals,  and  it  is  complied  with ;  for  both 
is  done.  One  copy  is  directed  to  be  made ;  a 
thousand  and  ten  are  made.  Farts  are  directed 
to  be  published ;  all  is  pnbliabed.  Suppose  pres- 
ervation is  intended ;  the  most  ample  precau- 
tions are  taken  to  preserve  them,  and  so  to 
multiply  them,  that  every  State  in  the  Union, 
and  every  kingdom,  republic,  and  empire,  in 
Europe  and  the  two  Americas,  shall  possess 
copies,  in  addition  to  all  the  departments  of  t^e 
Federal  Goreniment,  tiie  Ubrary  of  Oongress, 
and  the  offices  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
and  of  the  Olerk  of  the  House.  Be^des  all 
this,  each  Senator  has  two  cwies  for  himself. 
All  these  are  equal  in  law,  and  many  ten  thou- 
sand times  superior  in  use,  to  the  manuscript 
journal.  Suppose  that  one  be  blacked  up  and 
blotted  out  according  to  the  import  of  the  word 
expunge ;  is  the  expunged  matter  lost  ?  Is  any 
fact  sappressedl  Are  gentlemen  prevented 
from  justifying  themselves  by  showing  what 
they  had  done  f  Is  the  knowledge  of  any  thing 
extinguished  ?  So  far  from  It,  that  if  the  mau- 
nscrwt  journal  should  be  secretiy  withdrawn 
and  burnt,  not  a  Senator  I^ere  woud  find  it  out 
to  the  end  of  his  life,  unless  gratnitondy  told 
€^  itt  80  Utile  does  it  enter  into  the  head  of 
any  one  to  think  oi  that  Joomal,  much  leas  to 
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look  at  it  or  to  use  it  I  Suppression  of  facts} 
Suppres»(Hi  of  the  knowledge  or  the  fact  that 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  in  March,  1834, 
a4j  odged  Prendent  Jackson  to  be  guilty  of  hav- 
ing violated  the  laws  and  oonatttutictft  of  his 
country  ?  The  preposterous  oonoeption  never 
entered  our  imaginations.  We  know  that  this 
act  of  the  Senate  is  to  live,  and  to  live  while 
American  history  lasts.  We  know  that  it  is  to 
gain  new  notorietjr,  and  multiplied  existences, 
from  the  very  motion  which  I  now  make.  To 
say  nothing  of  our  own  action,  my  resolution, 
our  speeches,  the  newspaper  publications,  and 
the  universal  attraction  of  the  public  mind  to 
the  subject,  our  own  journals  are  again  to  be- 
come the  recipient  of  its  existence,  and  the 
iustroments  of  its  diffosion  over  the  Union,  the 
two  Americas,  and  all  Enrope.  The  new  manu- 
script journal,  read  1^  morning  at  onr  table, 
wiU  oontain  evair  word  of  this  judgment ;  the 
one  ^ounnd  and  ten  copies  to  be  printed  will, 
every  one,  be  honored  with  its  impresdon. 

Mr.  B.  that  he  had  chosen  to  make  out 
his  cf^e  npon  reason  and  argument,  with  aa 
little  r^erence  as  possible  to  precedent  and  au- 
thority. I  am,  Bud  he,  in  favor  of  the  argu- 
ments which  convince  the  understanding,  in 
contradistinction  to  the  authorities  and  prece- 
dents which  subdue  the  will.  I  wish  always 
to  receive  reasons  myself,  and  therefore  feel 
bound  to  render  them.  Addressing  an  enlight- 
ened Senate,  and  an  intelligent  community,  I 
look  to  thw  understandings,  and  feel  safe  wmle 
I  speak  to  their  judgment.  I  haT&  therefore, 
poal^KHied  to  the  last,  an  antiiorily  drawn  firom 
OUT  own  history — an  authority  drawn  from  the 
history  of  the  American  Senate — covering  the 
whole  ground  of  the  present  case,  and  going  far 
beyond  what  I  now  propose  to  do.  It  is  a  pre- 
cedent of  thirty  years'  standing,  occurring  in 
the  good  days  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  when  the  de- 
mocracy were  in  the  ascendant  in  both  Houses 
of  Congress,  and  when  the  fathers  of  the  re- 
public, the  framers  of  the  constitution,  were 
in  full  life  and  full  power  to  protect  their  work, 
and  to  see  that  nothing  was  done  to  imp^  the 
constitution  which  they  had  ratablished. 

[Mr.  B.  tben  read  extracts  from  the  jounals  of  the 
Senate  and  House,  of  April,  180ft,  rdative  to  the 
memorials  <^S.  O.  Ogdea  and  \miiua  S.  Smith.] 

Mr.  B.  then  remarked  upon  the  passage 
which  he  had  read  from  the  Senate  and  House 
journals.  He  said  that  they  established  every 
point  which  was  material  to  be  made  out  in 
support  of  his  motion ;  they  establish  both  the 
right  to  expunge,  and  the  duty  to  expunge,  in 
such  a  case  as  is  now  presented  in  the  proceed- 
ings agfunst  President  Jackson.  The  memorials 
which  were  presented  in  the  Senate  and  in  die 
House  of  jEtepresentatives  «>ntiuned  crhninal 
oharves  agidnst  President  Jefllers<Hi.  They  went 
to  onminate  bim  as  a  oonniver  at  a  violation  of 
the  laws,  and  to  stigmatize  him  for  bad  lUth  to 
those  Tbo  had  beat  his  dupes.  The  petiticms 
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were  in  dapVoate,  uid  irere  raesented  rimul- 
taneonsly  in  the  two  Honsea.  In  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives  they  were  instantly  met  by  a 
reBolve  denying  their  troth,  declaring  them  to 
be  unfit  matter  to  be  presented  to  the  Hoose, 
and  (wdering  them  to  be  returned  to  the  peti- 
tioners. In  the  Senate  they  were  first  ordered 
to  be  returned,  bat  no  reason  assigned ;  they 
were  then  ordered  to  be  expanged  from  it ;  and 
were  expnnged  in  the  most  efieotoal  and  irre- 
ooverable  manner.  They  were  dropped  &om 
the  TOlnme.  The  very  pages  which  contiuned 
fhem  were  dropped  and  omitted.  For  the  jonr- 
nal  bdng  BtQl  m  loose  nheeka,  the  ahe^  which 
contained  the  obnozioos  proceedings  w«e  left 
oat  of  the  bonnd  ToInme,  and  tiins  all  b-ace  of 
their  existenoe  disappeared.  It  is  only  by  look- 
ing to  the  minutes  and  the  joomal  of  the  House 
of  Kepresentatives  that  we  can  find  ont  what 
these  petitions  were.  Buoh  is  the  case  of  1806. 
It  is  a  complete  and  perfect  precedent  for  the 
case  of  1686.  The  memorials  were  attacks 
npon  Hr.  Jefferson.  They  contained  impeateh- 
able  matter  against  him.  They  charged  him 
witii  connivanoe  and  secret  participation  in  the 
nnlawfbl,  disastrous,  and  tragical  expedition  of 
Uiranda.  The  ohaigba  which  they  contained 
had  filled  all  the  opporitltHi  newsp^rs  of  the 
day,  uid  had  been  used  for  every  poipoM  of 
party  warfare  agunst  him.  To  get  uiese  crim- 
inal oharges  on  the  journals  was  the  next  ob- 
ject, la  the  Senate,  and  in  the  House  of 
Bepreaentatives,  they  wne  presented  by  the 
political  enenues  of  Hr.  Jefi»Bon,  and  so  far  as 
they  received  sapport  or  oonnteoance,  it  was 
from  the  ranks  of  the  opposition.  So  of  the 
proceedings  against  President  JuikBon.  They 
are  attacks  upon  him.  They  charge  him  wiui 
violating  the  laws  and  ^e  constitution.  They 
go  to  criminate  and  ■  stigmatize  htm.  The 
oharges  which  they  exhibit  were  univenally 
oiromated  in  the  opposition  newapi^Mrs  before 
they  were  presmted  in  the  Senate.  The  Bank 
of  the  Uidted  States  bad  formally  accused  the 
Fr«ddent  and  all  the  pabUcalions  of  the  day, 
periodical,  diurnal,  and  what  not,  that  espoused 
the  cause  of  the  bank,  were  filled  with  the 
<diargee.  Party  warfare  had  used  them  to  the 
nttennost  in  the  fall  elections  of  1 833 ;  but  that 
was  not  sufficient ;  the  same  party  spirit,  and 
the  same  party,  the  bank  federal  par^,  which 
in  1806  wished  to  have  its  charges  against  Presi- 
dent Jefferson  transferred  from  the  newspapers 
to  the  joumala  of  Congress,  thence  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  posterity  as  a  part  of  the  leguitative 
history  of  tiie  country ;  that  same  ^irit,  and 
that  same  party,  ^  wished  to  do  the  aune 
thing  with  the  aooasations  agi^nst  Preddent 
JaoucHi.  The  Ocmgreaa  of  1806,  botii  House 
and  Senate,  met  thu  nnconstitational  attempt 
as  it  deserved.  The  House  refused  the  memo- 
rial, and  voted  it  to  be  nnanstained  by  evidence, 
and  reprehensible  in  its  character ;  the  Senate 
ordered  the  whole  proceeding,  and  every  trace 
and  letter  of  it,  to  be  ezpouMd  from  the  joar- 
BsL  It  is  to  no  pnrpoae,  Mr.  President,  that 


mum,  IBiML 

any  one  mur  attempt  to  draw  a  distinotiim 
whore  there  is  no  dimrenoe.  It  is  to  no  pox^ 
pose  that  any  (me  may  attempt  to  draw  a  dia- 
tinction  between  ezpungii^at  Qie  same  aesnoi, 
and  at  a  subsequent  one.  There  is  no  difference 
between  tiie  oases.  The  right  to  expunge  rests 
upon  the  right  to  keep  the  joornal  dear  of  what 
on^t  never  to  be  npon  it.  It  rests  npcMi  the 
TiAt  to  purify  it  from  any  thing  improper, 
which  inadvertence,  mistake,  or  the  injustioe, 
virulence,  and  fury  of  party  spirit,  may  have 
put  npon  it.  To  this  purification  there  is  no 
limit  of  time,  either  in  law  or  in  morals.  It  is 
not  a  case  for  a  statnte  of  limltatuma.  Thus, 
frtmi  its  very  natare,  the  parifioation  of  tho 
jonrnal  is  to  be  efftoted  when  ft  can  be ;  and 
that  alw^s  implies  a  time  posterior  to  the 
wnmg ;  and  in  the  case  of  fiu^ion,  it  implies  a 
time  posterior  to  the  down&ll  of  the  &etion. 
The  precedent  of  1806  meets  the  oUecticm  c€ 
1886.  It  meets  it  full  and  fair  in  the  fitoe.  The 
ot;jeotioa  is,  that  the  Senate  is  bound  to  preserve 
its  proceedings ;  that  it  must  write  down  all  its 
proceedings  in  the  journal,  and  then  preserve 
them  forever ;  never  altering,  changing,  or  ef- 
f^ing  one  word,  one  letter,  one  iota,  one  tittle, 
of  the  sacred  work,  team  the  moment  it  is  to 
be  dome  to  the  end  of  time.  This  is  the  otgeo- 
lion ;  and  it  has  been  repeated  rather  too  wen 
to  be  itself  changed  or  altered  to  avoid  the 
overpowering  au^ority  of  the  precedent  of 
1806.  And  this,  sir,  is  my  answer  to  the  Sen- 
ator from  Louisiana,  (Mr.  Pobtob.)  I  tell  him 
the  expunging  was  not  only  at  the  same  seauon, 
but  on  the  same  day  that  the  proceeding  took 
place. 

After  this  preliminary  view  of  the  rights  and 
power  of  the  Senate  over  its  jonmal,  and  in 
vindication  of  its  authority  to  expunge  by  total 
obliterations,  and  consequently  to  expunge  by 
an  order  instead  of  an  erasure,  Mr.  B.  came  to 
the  merits  of  the  question,  and  said  the  view 
which  he  proposed  to  take  of  the  prooeedings 
against  Pre^dloit  Jackson  required  him  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  fonntun  head  and  ori^{nal  sonroe 
of  this  extraordinary  process.  It  did  not  orig^ 
inate  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  but 
in  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales  1  and  all  that 
the  Senate  has  done  has  been  to  oopy  the  pro- 
ceeding of  which  that  institution  was  the  author. 
A  statement  so  material  as  this,  (oontinned  Mr. 
B.,)  and  which  goes  to  exhibit  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States  as  following  the  lead  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  in  the  condemnation  of  the 
President,  cannot  be  made  without  evidence  at 
hand  to  support  it.  Ko  assertion  of  such  a 
thing  should  be  made,  except  as  an  introduction 
to  t^e  prooC  Fully  aware  of  tiii&  it  ia  my  in- 
tention to  ecimomue  wordL  to  dispense  witii 
aasertioDjand  to  proceed  directly  to  the  eri- 
dence.  With  this  object,  and  without  advert- 
ing  at  present  to  a  mass  of  secondary  evidence 
in  the  bank  gazettes  of  the  autumn  of  1838, 1 
have  recourse  at  once  to  a  publication  issuing 
directly  from  the  bank — a  pamphlet  of  fifty 
pages,  issued  bytheboardof  oireotors  on  Toee- 
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day,  the  Sddajr  of  December,  1888.  This  was  the 
tame  day  on  which  the  President  ijt  the  TJnited 
States  deliTered  his  annaal  message  to  Gongress, 
and  the  daj  on  which  it  was  known  eveiywhere 
that  he  wonld  deliver  it  On  that  day  &e 
President  oi  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  sat 
at  the  head  of  his  lioard  of  directors ;  and,  tak- 
ing cognizance  of  the  impnted  delinqaenoies  of 
President  Jackson,  thej  proceeded  to  try  and 
condemn  him  fbr  a  violation  of  the  laws  and 
oonstitation  of  bis  oonntry — to'  denonnoe  him 
for  a  despot,  iyrtnt,  and  nsnrper — to  aarimilate 
bim  to  counterfeiters — to  load  him  with  every 
odious  and  every  in&moiu  efrithe^to  indicate 
his  impeachment  to  Congrees — toai^eatgreat 
length  to  prove  him  goilt^-^  order  6,000 
copies  <^  the  argnmeot  and  proceedings  to  he 
printed,  and  a  copy  to  be  famished  to  each 
member  of  the  Senate  and  Honse  of  Represent- 
atives. As  a  memlier  of  the  Senate  I  had  the 
honor  to  receive  one  of  these  pamphlets,  tiie 
only  favor  I  ever  received  ftom  that  institntion, 
and  for  which  I  hope  to  show  myself  iiw^dful 
by  lite  nse  wbidi  I  make  of  it.  It  is  from  that 
pamphlet  tbat  I  now  quote. 

[H«e  3b.  B.  read  ooiuoiis  exbaots  from  the  pam^ 
phtet  Tefierred  to,  dunring,  tiut  theniiole  proceeding 

in  the  Senate  agiJnst  Preeddeot  Jackaon,  all  the  aooQ- 
sations,  specifications,  arguments,  and  conseqaences 
on  account  of  tiie  removal  of  the  deposits — had  been 
marked  out  by  the  bank  before  Gongresa  met.  He 
then  went  into  an  extended  argument  on  the  law  and 
the  fads  of  the  case ;  and  concluded  with  a  brief 
peroration  In  denonciatitm  of  the  whirie  proceeding 
agidnst  Fireddent  Jackson.] 


-TDSBiii.T,  Harch  33. 
Admimon  of  ArlbaiuM. 

Mr.  BuCHAKAK,  from  the  select  committee  to 
vhom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  tiie  Territory 
of  ^kamna^  reported  a  biH  to  provide  for  the 
admisBion  or  ArkanaaB  into  the  States  of  the 
Union;  vhioh  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Bknton  moved  to  make  the  bill  for  tho 
admisfdon  of  Michigan,  and  the  other  bill  last 
reported,  the  special  order  for  Friday. 

JSi.  (A^TTON  moved  Taesday ;  and  this  mo- 
tion was  agreed  to. 


TuBBDAT,  Mar(^  29. 
Admiarim  of  Jfio^^an. 

Mr.  BiHTOir  moved  to  postpone  the  ptrovioiiB 
orders,  and  to  take  up  the  bill  to  establish  the 
northern  boundary  line  of  OMo.  and  for  the 
admindon  of  IGi&igan  into  ttie  UnicRi ;  whidL 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  B.  Bud  the  committee  who  reported 
this  bill,  and  of  which  he  was  a  membw,  had 
considered  the  sonthem  boundary  line  as  vir- 


toally  establiBhed.  They  had  inoladed  in  the 
proposed  limits  a  conmderable  portion  of  terri- 
tory on  the  north-west,  and  had  estimated  the 
whole  amonnt  of  territory  embraced  within  the 
territorial  limits  of  tiie  whole  State  at  sixty 
thonsand  square  miles.  The  territory  attach- 
ed, contain^  a  very  small  portion  of  the  Indian 
population.  He  spoke  of  tiie  trade  on  the  river 
between  Lakes  Michigan  imd  Soperior.  As 
Michigan  presented  an  extended  frontier,  both 
aa  related  to  the  Indians  and  foreign  powers,  it 
was  desirable  that  it  ^onld  be  as  strong  and 
def^unhle  a  State  as  {KMmble.  Mr.  B.  moved  to 
strike  ont  the  words  in  the  third  section  "  be 
antlioriKed  to,"  so  as  to  make  it  read,  tlie  Fresi- 
dmt  "  shall "  annonnoe  the  fact  of  the  aoeept- 
anoe  by  the  Legislature :  also,  to  strike  oat  uie 
words  "  shall  receive  the  approbation  of  the 
Senators  and  Members  of  the  Eonse  of  Repre- 
sentatives elected  to  represent  the  s^d  State  in 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States ; "  which 
were  agreed  to.  He  offered  some  flirther 
amendments  of  minor  importance,  whitdi  were 
also  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Olatton  sud :  The  bill  proposed  the  rati- 
fication and  confirmation  of  the  constitution 
formed  by  the  convention  elected  by  the  people 
of  Itiohigan,  but  it  changed  the  boandanea 
claimed  by  that  oonstitotion,  in  the  most  essen- 
tial partioolars.  The  bill,  in  the  Sd  section, 
provided  that  this  act  shall  receive  the  assent 
of  the  Legidature  of  the  State  acting  under  the 
authority  of  the  convention  elected  by  its  peo- 
ple, and  thereupon,  and  without  further  pro- 
ceedings on  the  part  of  Oon^ss,  the  President 
shall  announce  that  the  conditions  of  her  admis- 
sion are  oomplied  with,  imd  her  Senators  and 
Bepresentative  shall  be  allowed  to  take  their 
seats  in  Congress,  without  fhrther  delay.  Qen- 
tiemen  would  perceive  that  the  condition  re- 

r'red  by  the  bill  fbr  so  important  a  change  of 
boundaries  of  the  new  Sti^  was  not  the 
assent  (tf  the  people  of  Midiigan,  bat  tiie  asemt 
of  her  Le^sutore,  acting  under  tiie  authori^ 
of  the  before-named  convention.  He  wished  to 
oall  the  attention  of  gentlemen  to  this  pmnt : 
lOohigan  was  to  be  admitted  into  the  iJnion 
as  soon  as  her  Legislature,  acting  under  the 
authority  of  the  convention,  assented  to  the 
boundanes  f^ven  in  the  bill.  Was  this  a  prmer 
way  to  admit  a  State  into  the  Union  ?  Was 
this  consistent  with  the  principles  of  civil  Gov- 
ernment, or  of  the  (urigin  of  civil  Governments, 
which  required  the  assent  of  the  governed  to 
the  form  and  manner  of  their  Government  ? 
How  was  the  assent  of  the  people  living  on  the 
north  dde  of  the  lake  ^ven,  eitner  expressed  or 
impUed?  Oongreas,  by  this  bill,  added  20,000 
square  miles  to  Michigan,  not  embraced  in  the 
boundaries  defined  in  the  oonstitotion  adopted 
SsS  them ;  and  how  was  the  assent  of  the  peo- 
ple  living  in  that  portion  of  territory,  who  took 
no  part  in  forming  this  constitution,  given  to 
these  boundaries?  How  would  gentiemen  ex- 
tend the  Jurisdiction  <A  the  new  State  over  this 
SO^OOO  sqnare  milea,  without  flskiiig  the  aaaent 
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of  tbe  people  living  there  (  Agun :  this  bill 
etmok  out  600  square  miles  contmned  within  the 
bonndaries  daimed  by  this  oonstitation.  The 
coDstitatiion  runs  thus :  "  We,  the  people  of  the 
Territory  of  Michigan,  as  established  by  the  act 
of  Congress  of  the  11th  of  January,  1806." 
Now,  this  bill  extended  the  jmisdiction  of  this 
constitotion  over  the  people  of  an  immense 
tract  of  country,  who  were  not  within  the  limits 
of  this  Territory,  as  established  by  the  act  of 
Congress  of  the  11th  of  January,  1806 ;  and 
how  thia  ooold  be  done,  witiiont  violating  the 
principle  that  all  Governments  were  foonded  on 
the  consent  of  the  govanedrhewasat  aloaa  to 
conceive. 

Mr.  C.  gave  bis  objections  at  length  to  an- 
other part  of  the  constitntion  of  MicbigaD, 
which  provides  that  every  white  male  inhabi- 
tant residing  in  the  Territory  at  the  time  of  the 
adoption  of  tbe  coDBtdtntion,  or  for  a  period  of 
Biz  months,  shall  be  entitleid  to  a  vote.  This 
clanse,  he  contended,  was  in  violation  of  the 
constitntion,  which  gives  to  Congress  alone  the 
power  to  preeoibe  a  aniform  role  of  naturaliza- 
tion. Mr.  O.  oondaded  by  saying  that  he  was 
anxioos  for  the  admianon  of  Miobjgan  into  the 
Union ;  and  if  this  bill  should  be  rqeoted,  as  he 
thonght  it  ought,  another  bill  n^ht  be  bron^ht 
forward  and  passed  at  this  session,  providing 
for  obtuning  in  the  proper  form  the  assent  of 
all  the  people  within  the  prescribed  boundaries 
to  the  constitation,  and  thus  Michigan  migitt 
come  into  the  Union  with  her  sister,  Arkansas, 
on  tbe  first  day  of  the  next  session.  She  would 
only  be  deprived  of  tiie  privilege  of  being  rep- 
resented  in  Congress  for  the  short  perira  yet 
remaining  of  this  session,  which  wonld  be  f\illy 
compensated  by  coming  into  the  Union  as  $h 
the  other  States  had  done. 

Mr.  Benton  replied  to  Mr.  Olattoit.  t^at 
both  the  points  raised  by  him  had  been  debated 
and  aoqntesced  in  by  Oongress  for  nearly  a 
quarter  of  a  eratary,  and  cited  the  acta  ^  Con- 
gress  of  0th  and  14th  April,  1813,  in  rdation  to 
the  admissioQ  of  Louisiana  into  the  Union, 
which  he  contended  were  parallel  with  the 
present  case,  and  went  into  a  minnte'  history  of 
the  circomstances  connected  with  it,  to  show 
its  exact  similarity  to  the  case  of  Michigan. 

Mr.  Hbndrioks  thought  the  case  citM  in  re- 
gard to  tiie  admission  of  Michigan  not  exactly 
in  point  There  was  no  question  of  citizenship 
in  Locisima,  and  it  was  more  than  a  year  after 
her  boundaries  were  preecribed  and  fixed  before 
the  new  aoqniritiott  waa  made  to  her  territory ; 
and  she  had  the  right  of  r^ection,  although  it 
accepted  tbe  additional  territory.  In  this  case 
the  people  of  Michigan  had  no  right  of  rejection. 
The  people  within  the  territory  that  was  added 
had  not  participated  in  the  formation  of  the 
constitution  submitted  to  Congress ;  and,  if  they 
bad,  it  is  not  tinown  that  the  constitntion  would 
have  been  what  it  is.  He  did  not  wish  to  de- 
bate the  question,  but  merely  to  ^ow  the  dif- 
ference lietween  this  and  the  case  cited  by  the 
gentleman  from  Mluouri. 


Wednesdat,  March  80. 

Admiaiion  cf  Miehigati. 
Mr.  Buchanan'  sud  that  he  had  good  reMou 
for  desiring  that  the  bill  might  be  very  speedily 
decided  on,  and,  therefore,  he  should  take  np 
as  little  of  the  time  of  the  Senate  as  poanble. 
The  first  objection  he  should  consider  was 
the  one  suggested,  rather  than  insisted  on, 
by  the  Senator  from  Delaware ;  and  that  was, 
that  no  act  had  been  passed  by  Congress  fm 
the  pnrpose  of  enabling  the  people  m  Vkti- 
gan  to  rorm  a  State  eonstitution,  in  obedienee 
to  what  had  been  supposed  to  be  the  dutmi 
in  regard  to  other  States  that  have  been  admit- 
ted into  the  Union.  Now,  was  tiiere,  he  would 
ask,  an^  reason  for  passing  such  an  act  f  Wu 
it  required  by  principle,  or  was  it  required  by 
former  practice?  He  utterly  denied  that  it 
was  required  either  by  the  one  or  tbe  other, 
before  a  new  State  may  be  admitted  into  the 
Union ;  and  whether  it  was  ^ven  preriooalyor 
subse^ently  to  tbe  wplioation  of  a  State  fcff 
admission  into  the  Unioiu  was  of  no  earthtj 
importance.  He  admittsd  that  the  paflsageof 
such  an  act  previously  to  tbe  admiMioo  d 
a  new  State  was  the  best  oontse  to  adc^;  but 
if  a  people  had  formed  a  republican  constitn' 
tion,  and  if  Congress  should  think  that  Utej 
had  assumed  proper  boundaries,  was  there  any 
objection  to  their'  admission,  whether  the  pre- 
liminary law  had  been  p^sed,  or  otherwise  f 
But,  in  the  history  of  this  GoTemment,  they 
had  precedents  to  sanction  this  bill ;  and  th^ 
bad  one  which  applied  expressly  to  this  very 
case ;  it  being  utterly  impossible  to  draw  any 
distinction  between  the  two,  unless  in  faror 
of  Michigan.  He  referred  to  tbe  case  of  tite 
State  of  Tennessee,  found  in  the  seoond  Tolune 
of  the  laws  of  the  Uidted  Statea,  Ttw  p»> 
amble  was  short,  containing  but  a  few  lioea 
and  he  would  read  it  Thia  brief  {HreamUe 
was  a  declaration  that,  "by  the  aeoeptance 
(tf  tbe  deed  of  oeasiim  of  the  Stato  of  North 
Carolina,  Congress  were  bound  to  lay  oat,  into 
one  or  more  States,  tbe  territory  thereby  ceded 
to  the  United  States.  Congress,  therefore, 
upon  tbe  presentation  of  a  constitation  by 
Tennessee,  declared  that  State  to  be  one 
of  the  United  States  of  America^  on  an  equl 
footing  with  the  original  States,  in  all  respects 
whatever,  by  the  name  and  titie  of  tbe  SXtia 
of  Tenneasee." 

Now,  sir,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  what  waa  the  can 
here  t  There  was  no  itipulation  In  the  ad  of 
cesrion  ftom  tbe  States  of  North  OaioUna  aad 
Georgia,  confining  this  Territory  to  the  fi»ma- 
tion  of  one  State.  On  the  contrary,  tbe  at^ 
of  both  States  provided  t^at  the  ceded  Terri- 
tory should  be  formed  into  one  or  two  Stitei- 
AcconUng  to  the  terms  of  the  origioal  cession, 
the  Territory  was  to  be  formed  into  one  or 
more  States ;  and  withont  any  previous  act  of 
Congress,  the  Legislative  Council  passed  a  la* 
for  teking  tbe  census  at  the  people  of  that  Ter> 
ritoi7,  dealaringthat,if  amffioientpopalatioa 
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Bhould  be  found  to  entitle  them  to  admis^n 
into  the  TJnionf  the  Govemor  was  authorized 

to  direct  elections  to  be  held  for  members  of 
a  oonvention  to  fonn  a  State  conatitation.  The 
constitution,  as  in  the  oase  of  Michigan,  was 
formed  nnder  tiieir  Territorial  QoTemment; 
and  Congress  was  not  consnlted  at  all  in  the 
matter.  The  first  intimation  Congress  had 
received  of  the  fact  was  in  the  Mess^^  of 
General  Washington,  recommending  the  ad- 
mission of  the  State  into  the  Union.  He  would 
read  one  sentence  from  this  Message.  It  was 
dated  tbe  8tb  of  April,  1796.  General  Wash- 
ington, in  this  Message^  states,  that  "among 
the  DTiTil^ieB,  benefits,  and  advantages  Beeored 
to  the  in£tbitant8  of  the  Territory  sooth  of 
the  river  Ohio,  appears  to  be  the  right  of 
forming  a  permanent  oonstitotion  and  State 
Government'  and  of  admission  as  a  State  by 
its  delegates,  into  the  Congress  oi  the  United 
States,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States,  in  all  respects  whatever,  when  It  should 
have  therein  sixty  thousand  free  inhabitants : 
Ihrovided  the  coostitntion  mA  Government  so 
to  be  formed  should  be  republican,  and  in  con- 
formity to  the  principles  contained  in  the  articles 
of  the  Btad  ordinance." 

This  was  the  opinion  of  General  Washington 
himself  distinctly  expressed.  The  people  of 
the  Tenitory  thonselVeB  made  the  first  efforts 
for  admission  into  tbe  Union ;  th^  acted  on 
Htm  own  authority  solely,  never  having  asked 
Congress  for  the  passage  of  a  previous  law,  and 
General  Washington  said  they  had  the  right 
as  they  tinquestionably  had,  to  be  admitted 
into  the  Union,  if  they  had  a  sufficient  popu- 
lation. This  Hess^,  just  mentioned,  was 
referred  to  a  committee  in  both  Houses  of 
Congress ;  and  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
a  report  was  immediately  made  by  General 
Dearborn,  the  diairman  of  the  committee  of 
that  House,  in  favor  of  the  admission  of  the 
State.  In  tiie  Senate  tiiis  people  met  with  a 
diflforent  receptixm.  A  report  was  made  by 
Mr.  King,  ohurman  of  the  Senate  oommittee, 
against  their  admission;  and  the  committee 
took  the  ground  that,  as  Congress  had  the 
right  to  decide  whether  this  Territory  should 
be  divided  into  one  or  two  States,  Congress 
should  have  been  consulted  ^previous  to  tbe 
formation  of  their  constitution.  There  was 
another  objection  talien  by  the  committee, 
aud  that  was,  that  as  the  census  had  been  taken 
under  the  authority  of  the  Territory,  and  not 
under  the  authority  of  Congress,  there  was  not 
evidence  of  the  existence  therein  of  a  suffi(uent 
population  to  entitie  the  Territory  to  admission. 
The  Senate  agreed  to  this  report,  and  passed  a 
bill  directing  a  oensus  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
South- western Territnj  tobetaken.  That  bill 
went  to  the  lower  House,  who  struck  out  every 
provision  oontuned  in  it,  and  amended  it  by  pro- 
viding for  the  immediate  admission  of  the 
State  into  the  Union.  The  Senate  receded 
from  the  poffltion  it  had  taken;  the  bill  was 
passed  on  the  last  day  of  the  session,  as  amend- 
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ed  by  the  House;  and  at  the  Babsequent  session 
tbe  Senators  and  BepreseatatiTes  of  the  new- 
State  took  their  seats  in  Congress.  Now,  he 
would  defy  any  man  whatever  to  point  oot 
the  distinction  between  the  two  cases,  unless 
it  be  in  favor  of  Miehigan.  Here  is  no  ques- 
tion whether  one  or  two  States  were  to 
be  formed,  making  the  case  strongly  in  fiivor 
of  Michigan.  Yet,  without  the  previous  as- 
sent of  Congress,  Tennessee  formed  her  con- 
stitution; knocked  at  your  doors  for  admis- 
sion ;  and  being  a  welcome  stranger,  was  cor- 
dially admitted.  He  would,  then,  ask  gen- 
tlemen to  meto  out  the  same  measure  of  justice 
and  liberality  to  Michigan  that  was  meted  out 
to  Tennessee  Ought  uiey  to  be  offended  with 
the  eagerness  of  the  new  States  for  admi^cm 
into  m  the  rights,  privileges,  and  benefits  of 
this  Union,  at  a  time  when  some  of  tiie  old 
Stetes  were  threatening  to  leave  it?  Ought 
we  not,  sud  he,  to  hail  the  coming  in  of  these 
new  States,  our  own  flesh  and  blood,  and,  on 
account  of  the  absence  of  a  little  form,  not 
send  them  dissatisfied  from  our  doors  ? 


Fbidat,  April  1. 
Ad/mUdon  iff  Michigan. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to 
establish  the  northern  boundary  line  of  Ohio, 
and  to  provide  for  the  admiasioa  of  Ihe  Sti^ 
of  Michigan. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Wbight  to  admit  the  State  as  soon  as  the 
assent  of  delegates,  appointed  by  the  people 
of  Michigan  for  that  purpose,  to  a  line,  would 
be  obtained, 

Mr.  SouTHABD  resumed  the  observations  he 
had  commenced  on  the  preceding  d^,  and 
spoke  at  much  length. 

Mr.  Hmdeioks  explained  the  amendmente 
which  he  had  laid  on  the  table  yesterday, 
and  which  he  proposed  to  offer  at  a  proper 
time. 

Messrs.  Clatioit,  Ewnre,  and  Clat,  address- 
ed tiie  Senate,  principally  in  oppodtion  to  that 
part  of  the  constitution  of  Michigan  in  rela- 
tion to  the  right  of  suffrage. 

Mr.  BxinioN  and  Mr.  Buoh&nait  spoke  in 
favor  of  the  admission,  and  in  favor  of  the 
right  of  aliens  to  exercise  the  elective  franchise 
under  tiie  ordinance  of  1787. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time,  Igr  the  foUowing  vote : 

Tkas. — UeSHis.  Benton,  Brown,  Buduuum,  Oath- 
bert,  Ewiag  of  Illinois,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Hub* 
bard,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georda,  Unn,  Hot^ 
ris,  Nicholas,  NUes,  Rivea,  Kobinson,  Ru^^les,  Step* 
ley,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Walker,  Wright— 28. 

Natb.— Messrs.  Black,  Davia.  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Leigh, 
Southard,  Swift,  Tomluuon,  White— 6. 
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Satuedat,  Aprils. 
Admi$non  of  Michigan. 

The  bill  to  establiah  the  northern  botmdarj 
of  Ohio,  and  to  provide  for  the  admisnoo  of 
the  State  of  Michigan  into  the  United  States, 
was  read  a  third  time. 

On  the  question  of  its  passage, 

Mr.  FoBTBB  stated  some  objecdons  vhioh  he 
bad  to  the  hill,  and  moved  to  recommit  It. 

On  this  qnestiion  a  debate  ensned,  In  which 
Hr.  Oalhodn,  Hr.  Fobtbb,  Mr.  Walker,  Hr. 
WmQHT,  Ur.  Bbstok,  Kr.  Gbittxnden,  Mr, 
Pbbston,  Mr.  Olat,  Mr.  Manouh,  Mr.  Black, 
Mr.  White,  Mr.  Clayton,  Mr.  Wbiqht,  and 
ySx,  SooTHAED,  severally  addressed  the  Senate. 

The  qaestion  waa  then  taken  on  the  passage 
of  the  bilL  BD^  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  bill  was  then  passed. 

Adminian  of  Arhnuat. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BuOHAXJur, 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  condderation 
of  the  bill  for  the  admisrion  of  Arkansas  into 
the  Union ;  and  the  bill  having  been  read, 

Mr.  BuoHAKAif  explained  the  bill  folly — 
expressed  his  anxiety  that  it  shonld  pass  and 
be  sent  to  the  other  House  simultaneously  with 
the  Michigan  bill,  in  order  that  Uie  two  States 
may  come  into  the  Union  together.  He 
explained  that  the  bill  oonttuned  no  provisions 
that  had  been  objected  to  In  the  Michigan  bill ; 
and,  in  answer  to  Mr.  Oalhouit,  stated  that 
the  rights  of  the  Government  to  its  public 
lands  in  the  State  were  perfectly  guarded. 
The  bill,  he  said,  had  been  reported  more  than 
a  week  ago ;  and  being  prmted,  and  in  the 
hands  of  every  Senator,  they  had  had  a  fall 
opportunity  of  beoonung  acquainted  wilii  Its 
provifflona. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 


Monday,  April  4. 

Admiuion  of  Arhantat. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  admission  of 
Arkansas  into  the  Union,  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  other  States,  came  up  on  its  thira 
reading. 

Mr.  Sttoeahan  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  passage  of  the  bilL 

The  question  was  Uien  taken  on  the  final 
passage  of  the  bill,  and  it  was  paassd  by  the 
following  vote : 

Tii8.~Ue8snu  Benton,  Bromi,  Badianan,  Oal- 
houD,  Clayton,  Cutbbert,  Ewing  of  IlliQois,  Ewing  of 
Ohio,  Grundy,  Hendricka,  HiU,  Hobbivd,  King  of 
Alatmma,  King  of  Qeorgia,  Unn,  Hc^Eean,  UaQgum, 
Koore,  Morris,  Nicholas:,  Niles,  PreMon,  KTwTRob- 
binson,  Buggies,  Shepley,  Tallmadge,  Tmton,  Wslker, 
White,  Wrfeht— 31. 

KAT8.^easrs.  OI»j,  Porter,  Prentiss, 

BobWna,  SiriA-9. 
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Wedkssday,  April  6. 
Incendiary  Puilieatuma. 
The  bill  to  prevent  the  circulation  through 
the  mails  of  incendiary  publications  was  taken 
up  as  the  special  order. 

Mr.  Oalhouh  briefly  enlained  the  provis- 
ions of  the  bill,  and  moved  to  fill  np  the  first 
blank  with  $100,  and  the  second  uaiik  with 
$1,000 ;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

[These  sums  ^>ply  to  the  penal^  imposed 
on  the  deputy  postmasters  for  a  violation  ot  the 
law,  being  a  fine  of  not  less  than  $100,  and 
not  more  than  $1,000.] 

Mr.  Davis  said  this  was  a  very  important 
bUl,  and  ought  not  to  be  acted  on  without 
some  deliberation.  He  bad  hoped  some 
genUeman  would  have  been  prepared  to  ddiver 
bis  views  at  length  upon  it.  As  for  himself 
he  was  not  now  prepared  to  speak  on  it.  He 
would  move  to  postpone  it  for  the  present. 

Mr.  Obuhdt  observed  that  he  had  lately 
turned  his  attention  to  the  sntnect,  and 
approved  of  the  prinoiplea  of  the  buL  though 
he  did  not  think  it 'altogether  calculated  to 
effect  the  objects  it  had  in  view.  If  the  gentid- 
man  from  South  Carolina  would  consent  to  a 
post^nement  tor  two  or  three  days,  he  should 
then  be  prepared  to  offer  some  amendments 
that  he  uiought  would  be  satisfaotoiy  to  tho 
gentleman,  and  would  answer  the  purpose  in- 
tended ;  his  duties  in  the  committee  of  which 
be  was  chiurman  preventing  him  from  attend- 
ing to  the  subject  sooner.  Mr.  Q.,  after  far- 
ther consideration,  and  a  suggration  from  Mr. 
Oalbouh,  aasented  to  the  postponement  tall 
to-morrow,  and  the  bill  was  aooordin^y  so 
postponed. 


TatnaDAT,April7. 
Bailroad  Contraett. 

Ujr.  OBTurDT,  from  the  Oomnuttee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  made  a  report  on 
the  subject  of  the  bill  to  authorize  contracts 
with  the  rulroad  companieB;  which  he  read 
from  the  table. 

Mr.  EwiNO,  of  Ohio,  stated  that  the  report 
contained  much  important  matter  which  it  was 
proper  to  lay  before  the  publio ;  and  he  aocord- 
m^  moved  that  there  be  SjSkxt  extra  cojaas 
printed. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

Incendiary  PublieatiollM. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill 
prohibiting  deputy  postmasters  from  receiving 
or  transmitting  through  the  mail,  to  any  State, 
Territory,  or  District,  certain  papers  therein 
mentioned,  the  circulation  of  which,  by  tho 
laws  of  said  State,  Territory,  or  District,  maj 
be  prohibited,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Hassadhna^ls,  rose  and  said 
he  proposed,  as  no  other  gentleman  seemed 
inclined  to  take  the  floor,  to  invite  the  attentiim 
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of  the  Senate  to  some  coniideTations  connected 
with  this  bill.  The  Senator  from  Sonth  Caro- 
lina (Kr.  Calhoun)  had  justly  observed  that  it 
was  an  importoDt  meesnre,  and  I  (said  Hr.  D.) 
so  view  it,  for  it  seems  to  me  to  propose  a  ^^^a^ 
and,  I  fear,  injnrioas  change  in  the  policy  of  the 
United  States.  The  alleged  object  (said  Mr.  D.) 
is  to  suppress  what  are  called  incendiary  pnb- 
lications;  and  it  is  necessary  to  look  at  the 
provisions  of  the  bill,  that  the  change  in  policy, 
and  the  manner  in  whioh  it  affects  privileges 
which  we  have  hitherto  ojoyedf  may  he  iuly 
understood. 

Ist  It  provides  that  it  shall  he  unlawfhl  for 
any  posbnarter  to  pnt  into  ib»  mail,  or  deliver 
therefrom,  any  pamphlet,  newspaper,  handbill 
or  other  p^ter,  printed  or  written,  or  piotorial 
r^reeentotion,  touching  the  subject  of  slavery, 
addressed  to  any  person  living  in  a  State  where 
the  circulation  of  such  paper  is  prohibited  by 
law. 

2d.  It  makes  a  violation  of  this  provision 
punishable  with  fine  or  imprisonment. 

I  need  not  (sud  itr.  D.)  state  the  provinons 
more  particularly,  as  the  rendue  consists  of 
detaiK  It  seems  to  me  plain  that  the  object  is 
to  transfer  from  the  Unued  States  the  regula- 
tion of  the  m^  and  of  the  Post  OflBee,  in  uiese 
matters,  to  the  States,  by  m^ing  the  laws  of 
tbe  States,  whatever  they  are  or  may  be,  the 
laws  to  regulate  the  Post  Office,  and  to  that 
extent  the  laws  of  the  United  States.  This  is 
a  manifest  change  of  public  policy,  a  departure 
in  principle  from  the  uniform  course  of  l^ela- 
tion ;  and,  not  being  prepared  for  such  a  step, 
I  have  risen  to  express  the  hope  that  it  will  not 
be  hastily  taken.  It  was  the  pleasure  of  the 
Senate  to  place  me  upon  the  committee,  and,  as 
I  did  not  concur  in  tne  report  or  the  bill,  it  is 
probably  expected  that  I  shonld  state  my  rea- 
sons for  this  diflbrenoe  of  oinnion. 

1h»  report  drawn  by  Uie  distingoished  Sena- 
tor from  booth  Gandina  QSr.  Oaiboitn)  treats 
the  matter  in  two  distinct  views,  which,  how- 
ever iiu^ions  and  able,  seem  to  me  not  to  he 
reconciled  to  each  other. 

In  the  first  place,  it  contains  an  able  argu- 
ment to  prove  that  Congress  has  no  constitu- 
tional power  to  pass  a  law  to  regulate  the  Post 
Office,  by  making  the  postmasters  the  Jndges 
to  determine  the  moral,  politi(»l,  religious,  or 
other  tendency,  of  printed  or  written  matter, 
for  this  would  be  an  mdirect  invasion  of  the 
liberty  of  the  press,  and  a  perversion  of  the 
pnrpcwes  and  intoit  of  the  power  nanted  to 
manage  the  Post  Office.  It  likens  ttie  case  to 
that  M  the  sedition  law,  wUoh  was  condemn- 
ed on  the  ground  that  the  press  was  indireotiy 
invaded  by  It. 

In  the  second  place,  it  contends  that,  while 
this  direct  exercise  of  power  by  Iwislation  here 
is  denied,  there  is  a  full  and  complete  constitn- 
tional  aathority  to  sanction  and  carry  into  effect 
the  laws  of  the  States,  when  they  require  pre- 
cisely the  same  investiettion  of  the  maiL  tiie 
Vou  XSLr—i8 
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same  objectionable  separation  of  its  contents, 
and  the  same  practical  invasion  of  the  preaa. 

Kow,  dr,  (sud  Kr.  D^)  the  prq>oritions 
seem  to  me  to  lead  to  the  same  resolt.  The 
one  proposes  a  suppresdon  of  certain  papers 
by  the  i^noy  of  tlie  postmasters,  and  so  does 
the  other ;  not  only  the  end,  therefore,  but  the 
means,  are  the  same.  The  only  difference  is, 
that  in  one  case  the  law  comes  from  a  State  or 
States,  and  in  the  other  from  Congress ;  but  If 
Oongrees,  by  its  acts,  so  far  adopts  the  law  <tf 
a  State  as  to  make  it  a  rule  of  condnot  for 
public  officers,  requiring  tiiem,  under  penalties 
to  obey  it;  is  not  such  a  law  in  fiwt  a  law  of 
Oongr^  by  adoption!  Is  H  not  in  tmth  a 

?art  of  our  legislation  in  the  rttrnlation  the 
'ost  Office  as  much  as  if  it  had  emanated  di- 
rectiy  from  Gongresst  I  confess  I  cannot  per- 
ceive the  difference,  and  the  two  parts  of  tiie 
report,  which  arrive  at  opposite  results,  seem 
to  be  irreconcilable.  The  one  disproves  tiie 
other;  for,  if  the  one  is  right,  the  other  is 
wrong.  Bnt,  rir,  I  do  not  propose  to  enter  in- 
to the  question  of  constitutional  power  at  this 
time,  for  I  have  other  and  distinct  grounds  of 
objection,  about  whioh  I  feel  no  embarrass- 
meet;  and,  therefore^  shall  at  present  leave 
debatable  question. 

It  scans  to  me,  if  tiie  power  were  nnqnes- 
tionable,  the  measure  is  inexpedient.  To  make 
myself  onderstood,  I  must  call  the  attention  of 
the  Senate  to  the  character  of  tiie  Post  Office, 
and  then  distinc^  to  the  proposed  plan  of  reg- 
ulation ;  and,  if  I  mistake  not,  it  will  be  found 
to  be  such  a  perversion  of  the  purposes  for 
which  the  Post  Office  was  establiahed,  as  great- 
ly to  impair  its  usefulness. 

There  is,  perhaps,  no  known  definition  of  a 
post  office  which  so  distinotiy  indicates  its 
character  as  to  show  Hm  precise  purposes  d 
its  estaUisbment  in  detail  The  general  dciign 
is  to  tranmrit  inteUlgenoe ;  bnt  in  what  fmu 
and  to  what  extent,  are  all  matters  undeter- 
nuned  by  tiie  constitution :  for  the  authority  is 
there  contuned  in  a  single  line.  Among  the 
enumerated  powers,  it  reads  "  to  establish  post 
offices  and  post  roads."  This  is  all.  A  naked 
grant  of  power,  leaving  to  Congress  to  deter- 
mine how  and  in  what  way  it  sh^  be  executed ; 
and  Congress  has  hitiierto  determined  both 
what  shall  go  in  the  mail  bags,  and  how  they 
shall  be  trai^ported,  and  upon  what  conditions. 
The  reason  of  vesting  this  power  in  Congress 
is  apparent.  The  tranfflnission  of  intelligenoe 
through  all  parts  of  the  country  wasobvionB- 
ly  a  matter  of  great  pnblio  eonoemment,  fai 
whioh  all  were  interested;  and,  as  all  would 
be  represented  here,  that  could  nanlfMily  be 
better  regulated  and  provided  for  here  than  by 
the  States  separately.  The  matter  was  sup- 
posed to  be  thus  confided  where  there  could 
be  no  diH>ute  or  oonffict  of  interest,  bat  the 
laws  would  be  uniform,  and  the  transmisnon 
certain.  It  is,  then,  I  tiiink,  clearly  the  duty 
of  OoogresB  to  provide  for  the  speedy  trans- 
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mission  of  intelligence;  and  in  thia,  I  donbt 
Dot,  we  all  concur. 

The  question,  then,  raised  bj  this  bill  is 
this :  shall  we  farther  regulate  the  Post  Office, 
hy  reqoiring  the  postmasters  to  investigate  the 
oontentfi  of  the  mail  ?  The  bill  makes  it  penal 
to  receive  or  deliver  anj  papers,  the  circmation 
of  which  are  forbidden.  Now,  ear,  how  can 
the  receiving  or  delivering  postaiasters  know 
what  he  receives  or  ddiverfl,  withoat  examina- 
tion? If  he  fails  to  examine  them  the  whole 

Eorpose  of  the  law  is  defeated.  If  he  exam- 
lea  tiiem,  the  contents  of  the  mi^  are  exposed. 
The  bill  embraces  all  letters,  as  well  as  printed 
matter ;  for,  after  ennmerating  newspapers, 
pampblets,  handbiU^  piotnres,  &o.,  it  says,  or 
any  other  paper.  The  mul  is  necessarily  sub- 
mitted to  the  inspection  of  the  postmasters, 
with  a  power  to  reject  or  withhold  so  much  of 
the  contents  as  have  any  thing  in  them  tooch- 
ing  the  subject  of  elaveiy,  if  it  is  prohibited 
circulation.  We  are  told  that  all  incendiary 
publications  are  prohibited ;  but  what  are  in- 
cendiary V  Tes,  what  are  incendiary  I  I  will 
read  to  the  Senate,  firom  a  document  before  me, 
fhat  they  may  be  the  better  able  to  Judge  what 
is  and  will  be  inhibited  as  incendiary.  A  shbrt 
time  past,  a  dtizea  of  Kew  York,  residing  in 
that  State,  and  editing  a  newspaper  called  the 
Emancipator,  was  indicted  in  Alabama ;  and  as 
he  was  not  resident  in  that  State,  the  Governor 
demanded  him  of  the  Governor  of  New  York 
as  a  fugitive  from  justice,  (though  he  had  not 
been  within  the  limit's  of  Alabama,)  that  he 
might  be  tried  upon  the  indictment.  A  copy 
of  this  bill  was  exhibited  to  the  Governor  of 
New  York,  as  tbe  foundation  of  the  right  of 
daim,  and  thus  became  public.  The  Governor 
of  New  York  denied  that  a  person  who  had 
not  been  bi  Alabama  could  be  a  ftif^tive  from 
that  State,  and  so  he  was  not  snrremlered. 

Now,  (sud  lix.  D.,)  I  beg  the  Senate  to  be 
Attentive  to  the  offence  aet  forth  in  this  indict- 
ment. It  consists  in  matter  extracted  from  the 
Emancipator,  and  is  as  follows :  "  God  com- 
mands and  all  nature  cries  out  that  man  should 
mot  be  held  as  property.  The  systein  of  mak- 
-Ing  men  property  liaa  plunged  2,250,000  of  onr 
:fellow-countrymen  into  the  deepest  physical  and 
-moral  degradation,  and  they  are  every  moment 
'inking  deeper."  Of  all  the  matter  published 
'in  this  incendiary  periodical,  as  it  is  styled,  this 
has  been  selected  as  the  most  criminal,  as  de- 
-eigued,  as  the  indictment  alleges,  "  to  produce 
•oonapiraoy,  insurrection,  and  rebellion,  among 
ifhe  stave  population  of  s^d  State,  in  open  vio- 
lation of  the  act  of  the  General  Assembly  in 
rsuch  case  made  and  provided.*'  Sodi  is  the 
'law  of  Alabama,  and  such  the  language  which 
It  makes  criminal,  and  sends  the  publisher,  on 
•couviction,  I  suppose,  to  the  penitentiary. 
With  the  policy  of  such  a  law  I  hare  nothing 
to  do  on  this  occasion,  for  I  adduce  this  indict- 
ment as  a  leading  example  to  show  what  is  by 
ilaw  m^de  inceadiary.  Whatever  may  be  the 
views  entMlained  in  the  States  vhere  sUvery 
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is  lawfhl,  I  cannot  forbear  remarking  that  this 
language  will  be  read  with  surprise  in  this  con- 
nection out  of  them.  It  wiU  be  esteemed  a 
mere  expression  of  opinion,  a  mere  truism,  by 
nine-tenths  of  the  people ;  and  they  will  find 
it  difficult  to  xmderstand  how,  in  a  land  where 
the  freedom  of  speech  and  the  press  are  secured 
by  the  constitution,  it  can  be  in  law  ciiminaL 
li^  EOT,  such  declart^oas  are  to  be  denied  the 
privilege  of  the  mail,  the  oonstitntion  of  Has- 
BBchnsetts  would  be  excluded  as  UbeHona,  be- 
cause it  declares  all  men  are  bom  free  and 
equal.  This  sentiment  Is  maidfestly  as  much 
at  war  with  slavery  as  that  cont^ed  in  the 
indictment. 

Hr.  Oalhous  said  that  the  Saiator  from 
Massachusetts  had  certainly  raised  a  very  im- 
portant point ;  and  he  could  not  do  justice  to 
his  argument  and  to  himself  without  jM^vionsly 
arranf^g  the  various  points  of  it.  The  Sena- 
tor, however,  was  mistaken  in  his  view  of  the 
subject.  It  was  because  the  subject  particularly 
belonged  to  the  States,  and  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  General  Government  to  aid  and  co-operate 
with  them  in  carrying  th^  laws  into  efibct, 
that  the  bin  was  framed.  He  Toitured  to  as- 
sert that  not  only  cUd  this  duty  result  from  the 
relations  between  the  States  and  the  Federal 
Government,  but  that  It  was  an  indispensable 
duty.  The  principle  was  not  a  new  one;  it 
had  been  api>lied  more  than  once ;  but  it  was 
an  old*  principle  appUed  to  a  new  case.  He 
threw  out  these  hinta  to  prevent  any  erroneous 
impressions  resulting  from  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maaeaohusetta. 


Fbidat,  April  8. 
Bdmpshire  E^^tmgvng  Baol-atian. 

We.  HcBBABD  Bt^ed  that  the  Legislature  of 
New  Hampshire,  on  the  25th  of  June,  1835, 
passed  a  resolution  instructing  their  Senators  in 
the  United  States  Senate  to  vote  for  ezpnuging 
from  the  journals  of  that  Senate  a  certain  reso- 
lution which  was  adopted  on  tbe  28th  of  March, 
1834 ;  and  that  the  Legislature  also  passed,  at 
the  same  time,  a  resolution  instructing  their 
Senators  to  present  their  resolution  to  the  Sen- 
ate. In  obedience,  therefore,  to  the  instructions 
of  the  Le^lature,  and  in  accordance  with  his 
own  feelings,  he  would  now  ask  leave  to  presoit 
the  resolation,  and  would  move  that  it  lie  1^ 
npon  the  table  and  printed. 

Tbe  following  is  the  re8(duti(»i  referred  to 
by  Mr.  HtSBisn : 

"  Stxti  or  Nkw  Hakpsbikx  : 

"JBe  it  reaolved  by  the  Senate  and  Sotm^ S^n- 
untaOitea  in,  Oeniral  Court  eotmned,  lint  oat 
Senators  in  Congress  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  wilhor- 
ized  to  vote  that  the  i«8oIut!oti  passed  by  Seiuto 
of  the  United  States  oo  the  26th  day  of  March,  1S34, 
in  the  words  following,  viz:  "That  tbe  Frestdent,  in 
the  late  executive  proceedingB  in  relation  to  putdie 
revenue,  faaa  asstuned  upon  himself  withority  and 
power  not  ooaSnmA  by  tbe  ooostitatlim  and  kwa,biit 


JVew  HmfMre  Expunging  Retahttion. 
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in  deroffatioo  of  both,'  be  expunged  from  the  joumala 
of  that  body;  aod  tiut  they  be  further  hutancted  to 
lay  this  reeolution  before  Uie  Senate  a(  the  United 
Statea." 

Maine  AnU-Slawrjf  Agitation  Smlutioiu. 

Mr.  Ruoous  held  a  capy  of  rescdntione  passed 
by  ite  Lef^slatare  of  Julne,  rdatiDg  to  the 
EQbjeot  of  abolitioa  prooeedings  in  Uie  non- 
elaveholding  States.  They  are  responsive  to 
resolatioDs  tnoumitted  to  the  Execative  of 
Uaine  from  tiie  States  of  North  and  Soath 
Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Alabama,  calling  npon 
tiie  non-slaveholding  States  to  suppress,  by 
law,  abolition  publications.  These  resoladons 
of  the  Legislatm'e  of  Maine  assert,  as  the  sense 
of  the  two  Houses,  that  the  GoTernment  of 
the  United  States  is  one  of  enamerated,  limited, 
and  defined  powers;  that  the  power  of  rega- 
lating  slavery  within  the  Btatee  does  not  be- 
long  to  Congress,  not  being  one  of  the  enomer- 
aled  powers ;  that  the  States,  with  certain  de- 
fined exceptions,  are,  with  respect  to  each 
other,  distinct  and  sovereign  States,  each  hav- 
ing an  independent  Govenunent,  whose  action 
is  not  to  be  questioned  by  any  power  whatever, 
but  by  the  people  of  such  States ;  and  that  uiy 
interference  by  a  State,  or  by  the  citizens  of  a 
State,  wiUi  the  domestic  concerns  of  another 
State,  tends  to  break  up  the  compromises  of, 
and  to  distarb,  the  Union.  The  resolntions  far- 
ther declare  it  to  be  inexpedient  to  legislate  on 
the  subject  of  abolition  puhlicationa,  because 
there  is  no  abolition  paper  printed  within  the 
State,  and  beoauae  all  diaonssion  on  the  sat;Ject 
has  been  arrested  by  the  dedded  ezpreaaion  of 
public  disapprobation.  These  resolntiona,  said 
Mr.  R.,  were  reported  from  a  lai^  and  respect- 
able committee  of  both  Houses,  and  received 
^e  unanimons  assent  of  that  committee.  In 
the  Senate  th^  paued  onanimonaly,  and  nearly 
80  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  a  body  com- 
posed of  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  eighty 
members.  There  was  one  circumstance,  said 
Mr.  R.,  which  he  considered  deserving  of  the 
particQlar  attention  of  certun  honorable  Sena- 
tors. He  could  not  refrtdn  from  recommend- 
ing it,  with  due  deference,  to  their  seriooa  ecm- 
sideration,  as  famishing  an  example  worthy  of 
imitation  hi  this  body  in  its  action  upon  the  abo- 
lition memorials  which  had  been,  or  should  here- 
after be,  presented  here.  Hie  oircnmstance  to 
which  he  alluded,  he  said,  was  this :  the  reso- 
lutions were  permitted  to  pass  through  both 
Houses  of  the  Legislatare  of  Mun&  without  one 
word  of  a^tating  and  existing  debate. 


HovDAT,  April  11. 

Anti-Slavery  Truendiary  Publieatioia.* 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  oonsid^  the  bill 
prohibiting  depaty  postmasters  fitim  reoeiviog 


•  Th«  lUTeTr  dteOMltm  wUefc  lui  m  long  oeotvloA  Con- 
gi«M  data  Ita  ivgdar  OHOUBaaeauat  from  tUi  sHiloa, 


or  transmitting  through  the  mail,  to  any  State^ 
Territory,  or  District,  certain  papers  therein 
mentioned,  the  circulation  of  which,  by  the 
laws  of  sud  State,  Territory,  or  District,  may 
be  prohibited,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Edo,  of  Georgia,  had  intended  to  baj 
sometiiing  upon  the  sut^ect  before  the  question 
was  taken  on  engrossing  the  bUl,  and,  as  the 
Senator  from  Carolina  so  wished  it,  he  would  as 
soon  say  it  then  as  at  any  other  time.  He 
should  support  and  vote  for  the  hUl ;  and  if  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  had  been  content  to 
report  the  bill  without  his  reasons  for  it,  no 
discusfflon  would  have  arisen  between  them  on 
the  sabjeot  of  the  hill  or  the  bill  itself.  Bnt  as 
his  support  of  the  hill  might  be  taken  as  an 
implied  assent  to  the  principles  of  the  report, 
be  must  aay  enough  to  set  himself  right  on  that 
point. 

He  did  not  recollect  to  have  heard  the  consti- 
tutional power  of  Congress  over  the  subject 
serion^  doubted  nntil  the  President  had  made 
reference  to  the  sabjeot  in  his  Message.  That 
there  were  difScnIties  in  the  detuls  of  legisla- 
tion necessary  to  fasten  upon  the  mischief  com- 
plained of,  had  been  anticipated  by  many. 

But  positions  had  been  assumed  and  princi- 
ples insisted  upon  by  the  Senator  frx)m  Carolina, 
not  only  inconsistent  with  the  bill  reported, 
bnt,  be  thought,  inconsistent  with  the  existence 
of  the  Government  itself,  and  which,  if  estab- 
Ushed  and  carried  into  practice,  must  hastily 
end  in  its  dissolution.  He  did  not  believe  the 
Government  could  stand  a  twelvemonth  if  we 
were  to  establish  as  a  fundamental  principle 
that  principle  of  permanent  necessity  for  a  col- 
linon  between  the  State  and  General  Govern- 
ments wMch  he  thought  might  be  deduced  from 
the  principles  of  the  Senator  from  Carolina,  as 
laid  down  in  his  report.'  What  were  these  po- 
sitions? Why,  it  was  innsted  that  Congress 
had  no  power  so  to  modify  its  laws  nnder  the 
Post  Office  power  as  to  refuse  to  trannnit  matter 
intended  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  daveholding 
Stetes;  because, 

1st.  Such  legislation  would  abridge  tiie  free- 
dom of  the  press ;  and 

2d.  Because  such  legislation  by  Congress 
would  assume  a  power  &tal  to  the  rights  of  the 
States. 

The  Frerident  had  ncommended  OoDgress  to 
pass  a  lav  so  r«nilating  the  action  of  the  Gov- 
ernment under  Uto  Post  Office  power  as  to  with- 
hold the  agency  of  the  mail  in  the  transmisnon 


growlag  oat  of  the  nnmorou  pnMBt>tk«i  of  mtt-§ixr«Tf 
memorlili  to  Oongren,  and  the  frequent  tnuumiislon  by 
mall  oruU^laTery  pnbllcetloiu  toto  the  SUts  Btatea.  The 
oondenmatioii  of  these  praaentatioiu  and  traaamiailoiu  wai 
general  among  the  memben ;  hut  •  great  dirersl  ty  of  opinion 
prevailed  to  the  mode  of  treating  them.  Memben  from 
the  8Utc  State*  divided  upon  thie  ptrfnt  from  the  beglanlog; 
and  the  debate!  which  bow  took  place  wtU  show  the  natnro, 
aad  the  atartliig  point  of  that  diTUon,  and  tha  oaBMqiMBMa 
then  apprehended  fkom  giving  to  thli  mbjoot  «  aaUoaal 
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of  certain  matter,  the  aoknovledged  object  and 
evident  design  of  which  was  the  destraotion  of 
an  interest  recognized  in  the  conatitntion,  and 
bj  the  oonstitntion  secured  to  the  States. 

Under  what  olassifioation  of  powers  did  saoh 
l^dation  fillf  Hr.  Hadison,  in  his  clftasifi ca- 
tion of  powers  granted  to  the  General  Govem- 
ment,  had  spoken  Sxst  of  the  powers  to  secnre 
the  counti7  agfunst  foreign  danger ;  secondly, 
for  ^e  regnlataon  of  foreign  commerce;  and, 
thirdly,  of  ibe  important  and  extensive  class, 
"  for  the  maintenance  of  harmony,  and  a  proper 
interconrse  among  the  States."  What  (inquired 
Hr.  K.)  are  the  specific  powers  making  up  this 
class  t  It  was  nnneceesary  to  enumerate  all  of 
them;  the  most  ohrions  would  occur  to  all. 
They  were  also  ennmerated  by  Mr.  Madison; 
and  besides  tiie  vower  to  r^olate  commerce 
among  the  several  States,  and  others,  was  to  be 
found  the  powtf  "  to  establish  post  offices  and 
post  roads?'  The  power  "to  establish  post 
offices  and  post  roads  "  was  thm  a  power  be- 
longing to  that  class  given  to  the  Government 
"  for  the  maintenance  of  haraun^,  and  a  proper 
intercourse  among  the  States."  It  was,  of 
course,  auxiliary  to  every  other  power  belong- 
ing to  this  class,  bat  could  not  be  made  incon- 
sistent with  any  of  them.  The  power  was 
granted  in  a  general  and  simple  form ;  it  was 
not  stated  what  we  nhonld  carry  by  mail,  or 
what  we  should  not  cany.  This  was  left  to  be 
limited  only  by  the  pnrooses  of  the  grant,  and 
to  be  reconciled  witn  the  other  provimons  of 
the  oonstitaUoD.  With  this  limitation,  like 
every  other  general  grant,  it  was  snlnnitted  to 
the  disoretion  of  Congress,  who  have  power 
**  to  pass  all  laws  necessary  and  proper  to  carry 
into  ezeotttion  the  powers  granted"  in  the  con- 
Btitnlion. 

Hr.  K.  then  asked  if  the  existing  laws 
which  authorized  the  transmission  by  mail  of 
abolition  papers  from  the  non-slaveholdlog  to 
the  slaveholding  States,  were  laws  "  necessary 
and  proper"  for  the  maintenance  of  harmony, 
and  a  proper  intercourse  among  the  States  i " 
"Were  they  necessary  and  proper  for  the  preser- 
vation of  an  interest  they  were  intended  and 
obvioasly  calculated  to  destroy?  Ko;  th^ 
were  mmeoessary  and  improper  for  this  or  any 
other  oonstitotional  pnrpose.  And  yet  it  was 
Bud  by  tiie  Senator  from  Carolina  that  we  had 
no  independent  power  to  modify  or  repeal  them ; 
we  were  under  the  strange  necessity  of  doing 
wnmg,  until  the  States  might  meet,  and  I^ia- 
lote,  and  compel  ns  to  do  right ;  thereby  cre- 
ating a  fundamental  necessity  for  a  coUision 
between  the  two  Governments.  Why,  (said 
lb*.  K.,)  so  far  from  being  compelled  to  carry 
these  abolition  papers,  in  the  spirit  of  the  con- 
stitution we  have  no  power  to  carry  them. 
This  resulted  (he  s^d)  from  the  acknowledged 
right  of  the  States  to  stop  them.  All  admitted 
tms  ^it  the  States ;  and  upon  what  Princi- 
pe was  it?  It  was  i^ply  on  tne  principle  that 
the  circulation  of  soch  matter  was  not  neoessanr 
Ibr  national  pazpoBefl^ind  was  inoonnstent  wit& 


[Ann.,  188ft. 

the  rights  which  belonged  exclusively  to  the 
slaveholding  States,  If  we  had  a  right  to  send 
them,  the  States  had  no  right  to  stop  them.  In 
sending  Uiese  pwera  by  onr  laws,  we  aasomed 
the  right  to  aend  thenu  This  assnmption  was 
either  right  or  it  was  wrong.  If  right,  the 
States  had  no  ri«ht  to  interfere  with  ns ;  and 
if  wrong,  we  should  give  them  no  occa^on  to  do 
so.  Rights  (ha  said)  might  be  co-existent  and 
cononrrent ;  bat  they  ooold  never  be  co-exiatent 
and  inoonrasteot.  Having  no  right,  tiien,  to  use 
any  means  inconsistent  with  the  acknowledged 
rights  of  the  States,  we  oonld  not  be  compelled 
to  do  so  through  the  Fost  Office  power,  wludi 
was  limited  by  the  purposes  of  we  grant,  and 
should  be  carried  into  eflfect  by  laws  **  neces- 
sary and  proper"  to  effect  tiie  parposes  for 
which  the  power  was  granted,  and  not  to  effect 
purposes  for  which  the  power  was  not  granted. 
If  these  positions  were  true,  it  was  plain  that 
Congress  had  a  right  to  regolate  its  own  ac- 
tion under  its  own  power,  with  a  due  regard 
to  those  rights  of  the  States  recognized  in  the 
constitution,  uid  it  was  the  duty  of  Oongrees 
to  do  so. 

Mr.  E!.,  after  laying  down  these  general  prin- 
ciples, proceeded  to  notice  tiie  s^eiflo  ol^eo- 

tions. 

The  truth  is,  (said  Mr.  E.,)  we  have  the  power 
to  act  in  this  matter  under  the  constitution,  or 
we  have  no  power  at  all.  We  cannot  derive 
imy  power  from  tiie  laws  of  one  State  to  act 
up<m  the  dtizens  oi  another.  We  derive  oar 
power  here  nnder  the  constitntion,  wbich  gives 
us  ezola«T6  charge  of  the  Fost  Office  Depart- 
ment. Under  this  power  we  can  pass  all  proper 
laws,  and  punish  their  infhiction,  which  carry 
into  effect  the  objects  of  the  power,  and  dnly 
respect  the  rights  of  the  States.  Here  was  (Mr. 
E.  s^d)  the  source  from  wUbh  we  derived  oar 
power;  and  he  hoped  gentiemen  would  not 
refuse  to  vote  for  the  bill  because  they  could 
not  agree  to  the  principles  of  the  report  or  re- 
concile it  with  the  bill. 

Ko  new  power  was  asserted  here.  On  l^e 
contrary,  the  power  of  the  States  over  the 
whole  subject  of  slavery  is  admitted.  Tlie  Fost 
Office  power  is  asserted  to  be  In  the  General 
Government,  and  we  are  only  recommended  to 
use  it  in  anch  way  as  not  to  distorb  the  rights 
we  acknowledge  m  tiie  Btatesi  lliese  are  pre- 
cisely the  principles  of  the  bOL  We  might 
adopt  the  laws  of  the  States,  where  we  acknowl- 
edge their  right  to  pass  them,  withont  deriving 
any  authority  from  them.  In  pladng  this  con- 
fidence in  the  States,  where  we  wish  them  to 
aid  us  in  respecting  their  r^hts  in  the  exerdise 
of  ours,  we  had  only  to  see  that  the  law  to  be 
adopted  was  such  as  they  had  a  right  to  pass. 
This  was  done  in  the  bill,  which  confined  the 
laws  to  be  adopted  to  the  subject  of  domestic 
slavery,  which  all  acknowledged  to  be  under 
the  ezoInnTe  Jaxisctiotion  of  the  slaveholding 
States. 

After  Ur.  Erae  had  condnded, 

Ur.  OAinomr  o^rewed  a  triah  to  ajyoon^ 
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or  pass  over  the  sabject  informaUr;  and,  on 
iiioti<m  of  Mr.  Kore,  of  Alabama,  the  bill  was 
Ijdd  on  the  table  until  to-morrow. 


TunsAT,  April  13. 

Slatary  in  Arhm$a*. 

Mr.  Clat  rose  to  present  several  petitions 
which  had  oome  into  his  hands.   They  were 

Xed  by  dtizens  of  Philadelphia,  many  of 
<m  were  known  to  be  of  the  first  respecta- 
bility, and  the  others  were,  no  doubt,  entitled 
to  the  highest  consideration.  The  petitions 
were  directed  agunst  the  admismon  of  Arkansas 
into  the  Union,  while  there  was  a  clause  in  her 
craatitutioa  prohibiting  any  fhtare  l^iislation 
for  the  aboUticm  d  daverj  within  her  limits. 
He  had  felt  omddentble  doubt  as  to  the  proper 
diflpodtMHi  whidi  he  ihonld  make  <tf  these  peti- 
tions, wlule  he  wished  to  aoqtdt  himself  of  the 
duty  intrusted  to  him.  The  bill  for  the  admis- 
sion of  Arkansas  had  passed  the  Senate,  and 
^ne  to  the  other  House.  It  was  possible  that 
it  would  be  returned  from  that  branch  with  an 
amendment,  which  would  bring  this  subject  into 
ooneideratdou.  He  wished  the  petitioners  had 
selected  some  other  organ.  He  did  not  concur 
in  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners.  He  thought 
t^at  Arkwsas,  and  any  other  State  or  Terri- 
tory south  of  36°  80',  had  the  entire  right, 
according  to  the  compromise  made  on  the 
Hissonri  qoeBtioUf  to  frame  its  constitution,  in 
r^tvenoe  to  alav^,  as  it  voif^t  think  proper. 
He  adhered  to  the  (pinions  on  tins  point  which 
he  held  on  a  former  memorable  occonon,  which 
wonld  be  in  the  recollection  of  Senators.  He 
would  only  ask  that  one  of  these  memorials  be 
read,  and  that  the  whtde  of  them  Aould  then 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

IneendiaiTf  Pvblicationt. 
The  Senate  having  resumed  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  circulation 
through  the  miuls  of  incendiary  publications, 
Ifr.  OikLHouN  addressed  the  Senate : 
I  am  aware  (said  Mr.  C.)  how  offensive  it  is 
to  qpeak  of  one's  self;  but  as  the  Senator  from 
Georgia  on  my  right  (Mr.  Xiho)  has  thought 
proper  to  impate  to  me  improper  motives,  I 
feel  myself  compelled,  in  self  drfenoe,  to  state 
the  reasons  which  have  governed  my  course  in 
reference  to  the  subject  now  under  conndera- 
tion.  The  Senator  is  greatly  mistaken  in  sup- 
poung  that  I  was  governed  by  hostili^  to  Gen- 
eral Jackson.  So  mr  is  that  from  being  the  fact, 
that  I  came  here  at  commencement  of  the 
session  with  fixed  and  settled  principles  on  the 
subject  now  under  diacoasion,  and  which,  in 

{nrsning  the  oooree  that  the  Senator  condemns, 
have  bat  attempted  to  carry  into  effect 
As  soon  as  the  8at)>}ect  of  abcdition  b^an  to 
a^tate  the  Sooth  last  Sonuner,  in  oonaeqnenoe 
of  the  traosmisdfm  of  inoendiarj  publioataons 
throng  the  mail,  I  saw  at  once  mat  it  wonld 
fbroe  itsdf  <m  the  notioe  of  CongresB  at  the 


present  session ;  and  that  it  involved  questions 
of  great  delicacy  and  difSculty.  I  immediately 
turned  my  attention,  in  consequence,  to  the 
subject,  and  after  dne  reflection  arrived  at  the 
oonoluaion  that  Oongress  oould  exercise  no  di- 
rect power  over  it,  and  that,  if  it  acted  at  all, 
the  onl^  mode  in  which  it  could  act,  consist- 
ently with  the  constitution  and  the  rights  and 
safety  of  the  slaveholding  States,  would  be  in 
the  manner  proposed  by  this  bill.  I  also  saw 
that  there  was  no  iocon^derable  danger  in  the 
excited  state  of  the  feelings  of  the  South ;  that 
the  power,  however  dangerons,  and  unconstito- 
tionid,  might  be  thoughtlessly  yielded  to  Con- 
gress, knowing  fall  well  how  apt  the  weak  and 
timid  are,  in  a  state  of  excitement  and  alarm, 
to  seek  temporary  protection  in  any  quarter, 
regardless  of  after  consequences,  and  how  ready 
the  artflil  and  designing  ever  are  to  seize  on 
such  oooadona  to  extend  and  perpetuate  their 
power. 

With  these  impresdons  I  arrived  here  at  the 
b^jinning  of  the  sesuon.  The  President's  Mes- 
sage was  not  calculated  to  remove  my  appre- 
hoosione.  He  assumed  for  Congress  direct 
power  over  the  subject,  and  that  on  the  broad- 
est, most  unqualified,  and  dangerous  principles. 
Knowing  the  infiuence  of  his  name,  by  reason 
of  his  great  patronage  and  the  rigid  discipline 
of  party,  with  a  large  portion  of  the  country, 
who  have  scarcely  any  other  standard  of  con- 
stitution, poliUos,  and  morals,  I  saw  the  full  ex- 
tent of  the  danger  of  having  these  dangerous 
principles  reduced  to  practice,  and  I  determined 
at  once  to  use  every  effort  to  prevent  it. 

I  saw,  aa  I  have  remarked,  that  there  was 
reason  to  apprehend  that  the  principles  em- 
bra^  in  the  Message  might  be  reduced  to 
practice ;  principles  which  I  believed  to  be  dan- 
gerous to  the  South,  and  snhvenlve  of  the  lib- 
erty of  the  press. 

[Here  Ur.  C.  stated  what  he  regmrded  as  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  IfesBsge.] 

Thus  regarding  the  Messa^,  the  question 
which  presented  itself  on  its  hrst  perusal  was, 
how  to  prevent  powers  so  danoerooa  and  nn- 
oonstdtataonal  from  bdng  oarried  into  practice. 
To  permit  ^e  portion  cNt  the  Message  relating 
to  tne  subject  under  condderation  to  take  its 
regular  course,  and  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Post  Office  and  post  roads,  would, 
I  saw,  be  the  moat  certain  way  to  defeat  what 
I  had  in  view.  I  could  not  doubt,  from  the 
composition  of  the  committee,  that  the  report 
would  coincide  with  the  Message,  and  that  it 
wonld  be  drawn  up  with  all  that  tact,  ingenuity, 
and  address,  for  which  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  and  die  head  of  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment are  not  a  litUe  distinguished.  With 
this  impression,  I  oould  not  but  ^iprehend  that 
the  authority  of  the  President,  backed  by  such 
a  report,  would  go  far  to  rivet  in  the  pnblio 
mind  the  dangeroua  mindplea  which  it  was  my 
dfldgn  to  defeat)  aiu  which  oould  only  be  ei- 
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footed  b7  xefening  tiie  portion  of  the  Message 
in  qaesUon  to  a  Select  Ocnnmittee,  hj  which 
the  Bnbjeet  might  be  thoroughly  investigated, 
and  the  result  presented  in  a  report.  'With  this 
view,  I  moved  the  committee ;  and  the  bill  and 
report,  which  the  Senator  has  attacked  bo  vio- 
lently, are  the  resnit 

These  are  the  reasons  which  governed  me  in 
the  course  I  took,  uid  not  the  base  and  nn- 
worthy  motive  of  hostility  to  General  Jackson. 
I  appeal  with  confidence  to  my  life  to  prove 
that  neither  hoetility  nor  attaohmeot  to  any 
man  or  any  party  can  infinenoe  me  in  the  dis- 
charge of  my  public  dntiee ;  but  were  I  cqwble 
of  being  inflnenced  by  such  motives,  I  maSt  teU 
the  Senator  from  Georgia  that  I  have  too  little 
regard  for  the  opinion  of  General  Jacluon,  and, 
were  It  not  for  his  high  station,  I  would  add, 
Ida  character  too,  to  permit  his  course  to  infln- 
eoce  me  in  the  slightest  degree,  either  for  or 
agwnst  any  measare. 

Having  now  assigned  tbe  motives  which  gov- 
erned me,  it  is  with  satisfaction  I  add  that  I 
have  a  fur  prospect  of  success.  So  entirely  are 
the  principles  of  the  Message  abandoned,  that 
not  a  fiieiw  of  the  President  has  ventured,  and 
I  hazard  nothioA  in  saying  will  venture,  to  as- 
sert them  practically,  whatever  they  nu^r  ven- 
ture to  do  m  arganient.  They  wdl  know  now 
tliat,  ance  the  suhject  has  bmn  investigated,  a 
bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  recommendation  of 
the  Message  would  receive  no  support,  even 
from  the  ranks  of  the  administration,  devoted 
as  they  are  to  their  chieftain. 

I  now  torn  to  the  olnections  of  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Davis,)  which  were 
directed,  not  against  the  report,  but  tbe  bill 
itscdf.  The  Senator  confined  his  objections  to 
the  principles  of  the  bill,  which  he  prraiounces 
dangerous  and  uuoonstatutional.  It  is  my  wiah 
to  meet  his  objections  fhlly,  furly,  and  direcUy. 
For  this  purpoee  it  will  be  neoessuy  to  have 
an  accurate  and  dear  conception  of  the  prinoi- 
ides  of  the  bill,  as  it  is  imposnUe  without  it  to 
estimate  correctly  the  force  either  the  objec- 
tions or  the  reply.  I  am  thus  constrained  to 
restate  what  the  principles  are,  at  the  hazard  of 
being  considered  somewhat  tedioas. 

The  first  and  leading  principle  is,  that  the 
subject  of  slavery  la  under  the  sole  and  exclu- 
sive control  of  the  States  where  the  iostitution 
exists.  It  belongs  to  them  to  determine  what 
may  endanger  its  existence,  and  when  and  how 
it  may  be  defended.  In  the  exercise  of  tins 
righth  they  may  prohibit  the  introduction  or 
oironlation  of  ai^  paper  or  pablioatioa  which 
may,  in  their  (pinion,  distorb  or  endanger  the 
institution.  Thus  far  all  are  agreed.  To  this 
extent  no  one  has  questioned  uie  right  of  the 
States  ^  not  even  the  Senator  from  Massacha- 
aetts,  in  his  numerous  olyeotions  to  the  bill. 

The  next  and  remaining  f>rinciple  of  the  bill 
is  intimately  connected  with  the  preceding; 
and,  in  facL  springs  directly  from  it  It  as- 
sumes that  It  is  the  duty  of  tbe  General  Gov- 
ernment, in  the  exerdse  of  its  ddcgated  rights, 


[Ann,  ISM. 

to  respect  the  laws  which  the  slavehd^ng 
States  may  pass  in  protection  of  its  institudoiy ; 
or,  to  express  it  dinerentiy,  it  is  its  dnty  to  pan 
such  laws  as  may  be  necessary  to  make  it  oblig- 
atory on  its  ofSoers  and  agents  to  abstun  from 
violating  the  laws  of  the  States,  and  to  co- 
operate, as  far  as  it  may  consistently  be  done, 
in  their  execution.  It  is  against  this  prindple 
that  the  objections  of  the  Senator  from  Maeaa* 
chusetts  luve  been  directed,  and  to  which  I 
now  proceed  to  reply. 

[Hm  Mr.  C.  reined  to  tiie  ugamentrtin  part  cf 
Mr.  Datu^s  speedi ;  and  continued]. 

One  question  stall  remains  to  be  decided 
that  is  presented  by  this  bill.  To  refuse  to 
pass  this  bill  would  be  virtually  to  co-operate 
with  the  abolitionists — would  be  to  m^e  the 
offloers  and  agents  of  tibe  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment in  effect  tiieir  agents  and  abettors  in  the 
oirculatifm  of  their  incendiary  pnUicatiraia,  in 
violation  of  the  laws  of  the  States.  It  is  your 
unquestionable  doty,  as  I  have  demonstrably 
proved,  to  abstain  from  their  violation,  sod, 
'Dy  refonng  or  ne^ecting  to  ^soharge  that 
dnty,  you  would  deu^  enlistj  in  the  existing 
controversy,  on  the  nde  of  the  almtitioit- 
nta,  agunst  tlw  Sonthwn  States.  Should  sndi 
be  your  dedncm,  by  reftidng  to  pass  tl^ 
bill,  I  shall  say  to  the  people  of  the  Sooth, 
look  to  yonrseWes — you  have  nothing  to 
hope  from  others.  But  I  must  tell  the 
Senate,  be  your  dedsiou  what  it  m^,  the 
South  will  never  abandon  the  principles 
of  this  bill.  If  you  refuse  co-operation 
with  our  laws,  and  conflict  should  ensue  be- 
tween your  and  our  law,  the  Soutbon  States 
will  never  yield  to  the  superiority  of  yonni 
We  have  a  remedy  in  our  hands,  which,  in  such 
event,  we  shall  not  ful  to  apply.  We  have 
h^  authority  for  asserting  that,  in  such  cases, 
"State  inteipoution  is  the  riditAil  remedy" 
—a  doctirine  first  annoonoed  oy  JeflbrsML— 
admted  by  the  patriotic  and  republican  Stste 
of  Kentucky  by  a  solemn  reaolntiwi,  in  1798, 
and  finally  carried  out  into  successful  practice 
on  a  recent  oocaslcm,  ever  to  be  remembered, 
by  tiie  gallant  State  which  I,  in  part,  hare 
the  honor  to  represent.  In  this  well-tested 
and  efficient  ronedy,  sustained  by  the  princi* 
pies  developed  in  the  report  and  asserted  in 
this  bill,  the  slavehoiding  States  have  an  ample 
protection.  Let  it  be  fixed,  let  it  be  riveted 
m  even^  southern  mind,  Uiat  the  laws  <^the 
slaTdKuding  States  for  the  protection  cS  thdr 
domestio  institutions  are  paramonnt  to  the 
laws  of  the  Goiwal  Gorernment  in  regulation 
of  oommeroe  and  the  maSL  and  that  tbe  latter 
must  yidd  to  tbe  former  in  tiie  event  am- 
flict;  and  that,  if  the  Government  should 
refuse  to  yidd,  the  States  have  a  right  to  in- 
tMpoee,  and  we  are  safia.  With  these  i>rinci- 
ples,  nothing  but  concert  woald  be  wanting  to 
bid  defiance  to  the  movements  of  the  abolition- 
ists, whethw  at  home  or  abroad,  and  to  place 
oar  domestio  institatifwfl^  and,  with  them,  onz 
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security  tmd  peace,  tinder  onr  own  protection, 
and  beyond  the  reach  of  danger, 

Kr.  Datis  then  rose  and  said  that  he  must 
obtmde  himself  upon  the  patience  <^  the  Sen- 
ate again,  as  fhe  remark  wUeh  had  been 
made  called  for  some  reply,  and  made  it  neces- 
sary for  him  to  canr  oat  the  argnment,  which 
he  was  restrained  m>m  doing  the  other  day 
by  circnmstances  beyond  his  control.  He  then 
proceeded,  in  substance,  as  follows :  Sir,  I  hare 
sbonned  every  thing  wliioh  ndght  occasion 
excitement  in  this  debate,  but  I  cannot  forbear 
remarking,  npon  the  fervent  appeal  made  by 
the  Senator  from  Sonth  Oarolina  in  his  closing 
observations,  that  I  hold  it  to  be  anwise,  most 
unwise,  for  those  interested,  to  make  slavery  a 
topic  of  frequent  disoassion,  to  force  it  npon 
the  notice  of  those  who  live  in  the  free  States, 
and,  above  all,  to  make  them  remember  its 
existence,  by  feeling  inoonvenienoes  from  it  at 
every  step  they  take.  It  ia,  under  its  most 
ftvorable  aspects,  viewed  aa  a  great  moral  evil, 
distracting  ttie  ooontry  with  anxietT  and  deep 
concern  for  the  common  wdhxe  and  safaty. 
Under  sach  circomstanoes,  can  any  tidng  be 
more  impolitic  than  to  pass  a  law  which  will 
make  every  citizen  of  a  free  State  participate 
in  this  evil,  by  feeling  that  he  is  restrained 
in  his  privileges  in  consequence  of  it?  By 
forcing  slavery  into  his  presence  every  time 
he  has  occasion  to  nse  the  Post  0£Boe,  and 
vexing  him  witii  an  odious  scrutiny  into  bis 
papers  f  If  gentlemen  would  rouse  up  a  spirit 
of  resentment  against  slavery,  if  they  would 
fill  the  poblio  mind  with  new  objections  to 
it,  and  excite  the  people  to  oppose  it,  then  let 
fhem  go  on  with  this  policy,  and  they  will 
doubtless  accomplish  their  oMect.  But  if  they 
would  tranquillize  public  feeBng,  then  I  would 
recommend  to  them  to  keep  slavery  as  far  out  of 
Bight  and  hearing  as  possible,  and  never  call  on 
the  public  to  make  sacrifices  of  their  rights  or 
privileges  to  sustain  it  Above  all,  never  im- 
pair their  enjoyments  by  the  exercise  of  doabt- 
nil  authority.  I  therefore  entreat  gentlemen 
to  pause  before  they  adopt  a  measure  like  this, 
and  oonnder  the  consequences. 

[Htte  Mr.  Davis  entered  upon  an  elaborate  toga- 
menl  to  show  that  the  Mil  conffioted  with  the  consti- 
toUon  tn  ibri^^i^  the  liberty  of  the  press,  and  the 
freedom  of  mail  correspoDdence.] 


WxtOiBDAT,  April  18. 

Incendiary  Publications. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  OALnotiN,  the  special  order, 
being  the  bill  prohibiting  deputy  postmasters 
from  receiving  or  transmitting  through  the 
mail,  to  any  State,  Territory,  or  District,  cer- 
tain papers  therein  mentioned,  the  publication 
€i£  wbiob,  by  the  laws  of  aaii  State,  Territory, 
or  IMstrlct,  may  be  prohibited,  and  for  other 
purposes,  bdng  taken  np, 

Mr.  BxRoiT  said  he  was  not  wflling  that  flie 


United  States  should  be  made  a  pack-horse  for 
the  abolitionists ;  bat  it  seemed  to  him  to  be 
going  too  far  to  invest  ten  thousand  postmasters 
(for  he  believed  that  was  about  the  number) 
with  the  anthoritT-  invested  in  them  by  this 
bill,  and  he  oould  not  vote  for  It.  Th9  aotiuni- 
tr  was  sa<di  a  one  as  would  lead  to  tidnga 
ubey  might  all  regret  He  was  very  sorry  to 
vote  agwnst  any  measure  which,  even  in  itp- 
pearanoe,  had  for  its  object  the  suppression  of 
so  great  an  evil ;  but  be  thought  this  bill  was 
not  calculated  to  effect  that  ol^ect. 

Kr.  Obvndt  hoped  this  biU  n^ght  be  post- 
poned for  a  short  time,  so  that  genUemen 
might  tmn  their  attention  particul^ly  to  it, 
ana  if  it  did  not  suit  them,  to  offer  them  such 
a  bill  as  they  could  support  This  Goveroment 
was  made  to  protect  and  secure  t^e  States  in 
all  thw  rights ;  and,  if  so,  it  was  very  strange 
that  It  should  permit  one  of  its  departanents  to 
throw  firebranoa  among  them  to  destroy  them. 
The  General  Government  was  bound  by  solemn 
contract  to  protect  them  in  tiieir  persons  and  in 
their  property,  and  be  wished  gentlemen  to 
examine  the  constitution,  and  see  whether  it 
prohibited  such  a  r^ulation  of  the  Post  Office 
Department  as  to  prevent  tiie  transmisrion  of 
these  mischievous  publications.  The  States  had 
no  Post  Office  Department  The  power  to  es- 
tablish that  Department  was  entirely  delegated 
to  the  General  Government.  The  power,  toere- 
ibre,  over  that  Department  by  the  Genial 
Govranmant  was  compete,  and  oonld  not  onne 
in  ccmfflct  with  the  State  Govemmenta.  He 
was  speaking  now  as  to  the  power  under  tiie 
constitution ;  and  coidd  it  not  make  all  consti- 
tutional provinouB  to  regulate  that  Department } 
He  admitted  that  although  the  power  did  exist, 
perhaps  no  subject  was  bo  liable  to  be  abused, 
or  so  dangerous  in  the  exercise  of  it  A  power 
was,  during  last  summer,  exercised  by  the  Post- 
master General,  and  some  <^  the  postmastora 
which  answered  the  purpose;  but  they  airted 
without  law.  If  it  answered  witiumt  law^  it 
certainly  would  with  it 


MOTOAT,  April  IS. 
Prtfeuor  IA£ber. 

Mr.  Kiamsm  presented  a  memorial  of  Fro- 
ibssor  Lieber,  on  the  su^ect  of  a  statistical  work 
on  the  United  States  m  preparation  by  him, 
and  praying  for  the  aid  of  Oongress.  Mr.  0. 
spoke  of  the  work  in  tonus  of  bi^  i^robal^m, 
and  moved  the  printing. 

Hrj  Wkbstkb  said  he  bad  the  honor  of  an 
acquaintance  with  Professor  Lieber,  and  believ- 
ed nim  to  be  a  gentleman  of  much  experience, 
and  an  accurate  and  Judicious  writer.  He  had 
read,  too,  the  memorial  which  the  member  from 
Sout^  Carolina  had  presented,  and  he  tiiou^t 
it  a  very  aUe  and  oomnrdkenBive  plan  or  out- 
line for  a  naefbl  and  important  woifc  tax.  Uu 
Btatistks  of  the  Vnited  States.  How  fn  Oon- 
gress might  be  inoUned  to  palnmice  sooh  a 
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vork  he  could  not  eay^  but  he  thought  it 
would  he  iweAil  to  give  pnblidty  to  thia  plan ; 
kdA  ha  hoped  the  manbw  from  Soath  OaroUns 
woold  aftk  for  the  printing  of  twice  the  nsoal 
number,  bo  that  Bome  few  copies  ndgfat  be  di»- 
tribnted. 

Hr.  OxLHouB  modified  his  motion  so  as  to 
make  it  for  printing  doable  the  osnal  nmnber, 
and  in  this  fiHrm  it  was  agreed  to. 


S^TiTBDXT,  April  23. 

^peeU  PaymettU  hy  the  Federal  TVetuuty. 

The  following  lesolntion,  submitted  yesterday 
hj  Mr.  Bnroir,  was  taken  np  for  owiwderar 
tion: 

**Seaohed^  That,  from  and  after  ^  day 

 ,  In  the  year  1886,  nothing  bat  gold  and  mlrer 

ought  to  be  recejTed  in  payment  for  the  public  lands; 
■na  that  the  Committee  on  the  Public  I^nda  be  in- 
structed to  repwt  a  bill  accordin^y." 

Mr.  BsHTOir  addressed  the  Senate  in  favor 
of  the  resolntion.  He  was  op|)oeed  to  a  na- 
tional onrrenoy  of  paper,  and  m  favor  of  dis- 
connecting the  Fedem  Treasnry  from  paper 
money,  as  expeditionsly  as  it  conid  be  done 
without  ii^niT  to  the  pablio.  At  present  he 
limited  himself  to  one  branch  of  l^e  rerenne, 
the  pablio  lands ;  and,  for  strong  and  peonliar 
reasons,  wished  to  b^n  with  hwd-money  pay- 
nients  in  that  branch.  The  state  of  the  paper 
System,  the  ImpossibiUty  of  regnlating  it  in  its 
applioaflon  to  lands,  and  the  mischiefs  which 
were  now  resulting  to  the  Federal  Treasory,  to 
the  cnrrenoy  of  the  new  States,  and  to  the  set- 
tlers and  cnlliTators  who  wished  to  pnrotiase 
lands  for  use,  imperiondy  required  a  remedy ; 
and  a  cessation  to  receive  pi^Kr  money  for  land 
was  an  obviona  and  owtsm  remedy  for  a  part 
of  these  evils. 

The  state  of  the  paper  system  was  now  bid- 
eons  and  appalling,  and  those  who  did  not  mean 
to  rafibr  by  its  oataatrophe  ahonld  fly  from  its 
embraoea.  Aocording  to  a  report  made  in  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives  the  select  com- 
mittee, of  wluch  Mr.  Gillet,  of  New  York,  was 
the  chairman,  the  present  nnmber  of  chartered 
banks  and  their  branches  in  the  United  States 
oould  not  be  less  than  seven  hundred  and  fifty, 
their  chartered  capitals  not  less  than  t800,000,- 
000,  and  their  chartered  rights  to  i»ae  paper 
money  extended  to  1760,000,000 1  Mr.B.rep^ 
ed  this  statement ;  and,  dwelling  upon  the  last 
sum,  (the  $760,000,000  of  paper  money,)  he 
said  it  was  enough  to  make  the  spirits  of  the 
dead  start  from  their  graves  I  the  spirits,  he 
meantj  of  those  dead  patriots,  who,  having  seen 
the  9im  of  paper  moncor,  and  being  deteradned 
to  free  their  country  from  such  evils  hi  all  fli- 
tore  time,  todc  care,  by  a  constitulional  enact- 
ment, to  make  gold  and  silver  the  only  currency 
oi  the  constitution,  and  the  only  tender  in 
payiment  of  debts. 

The  whole  issue  of  all  these  banks  are  re> 
odTftUe  in  pigment  of  all  foderal  dues ;  tiiu^ 


are  all  specie  paying — and  all  banks  qwoie 
until  they  stop^-and  as  such  are  remvaUe  at 
the  land  offices  and  the  custom  houses.  That 
makes  them  current— makes  them  a  general 
cnrrency — and  a  forced  tender  between  man 
and  man,  contrary  to  the  oonstitutioo.  Be* 
ceivability  in  fsvor  of  public  dnes  worb  that 
nusohief. 

Mr.  'Webster  said  that  he  and  those  who 
acted  with  him  would  be  justified  in  taking  no 
active  course  in  regard  to  tiiis  resolntion,  in 
sitting  still,  snppresmng  their  surprise  and 
astraushment  if  they  could,  and  letting  these 
schemes  and  projects  take  the  form  of  audi 
laws  as  t^ir  projectfws  mi^t  propose. 

We  axe  powerless  now,  and  oui  do  notUu 
All  these  measures  affecting  tiie  ourrem^  n 
the  ooimtiy  and  the  security  of  the  public  treas- 
ure we  have  resisted  since  1832.  We  have 
done  so  unsuccessfully.  We  struggled  for  the 
reeharter  of  the  Bank  of  the  Unued  States  hi 
1832.  The  utitity  of  such  an  institution  had 
been  proved  by  forty  years'  experience.  We 
straggled  against  the  removal  of  the  deposits. 
That  act,  as  we  thought,  was  a  direct  usurpa- 
tion of  power.  We  strove  against  the  experi- 
ment, and  all  in  vain.  Our  opinions  were  dis- 
regaraed,  our  warnings  n^ected,  and  we  are 
now  in  no  degree  respon^ble  for  the  miscbiefa 
which  are  but  too  likely  to  ensue. 

Who  (said  Mr.  W.)  will  look  with  the  pmp- 
tion  of  an  intelligent,  and  the  candor  of  an 
honest  man,  npon  the  present  condition  of  our 
finances  and  currency,  and  say  that  this  want 
of  credit  and  confidence  whi(^  is  so  general, 
and  which,  it  is  possible,  may,  ere  long,  over- 
spread the  land  with  bankmptoies  and  distress, 
has  not  flowed  directiy  from  tht^  measures, 
the  adoption  of  which  we  so  strennonsly  reast- 
ed,  and  the  foUy  of  whidi  men  of  all  parties;, 
however  relnctaatly,  will  soon  be  brought  to 
acknowledge  (  The  truth  ot  this  aasertiai  was 
palpable  and  resistiess. 

ib,  OAUsomr  obsmred  that  he  dioold  be 
very  much  governed  in  vote  he  should  pve 
on  this  oooanon  by  the  opinicms  itf  gentlemen 
ccmdng  ftom  the  new  States,  where  the  pnblio 
lands  were.  He  saw  a  great  many  advantages 
that  wonld  resnlt  from  the  measure,  and  par- 
ticularly in  the  check  it  wonld  give  to  that 
spirit  of  q>eculation  by  which  bank  rags  were 
ffiven  in  exchange  for  the  valuable  pnblio 
donudn.  If  the  gentiemen  coming  from  the 
West  were  of  opinion  that  the  measure  would 
not  affect  the  settiement  and  prosperity  of  the 
new  States,  he  would  cheerfully  ^ve  it  his 
support. 


Satdbdat,  April  80. 

8mith»on  Legacy. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pbbbtok,  the  Senate  took 
up  the  bill  authorizing  the  Prendent  of  the 
United  States  to  appmnt  an  agoit  or  agents  to 
proeeonte  and  reodve  from  the  British  court  of 
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chancety  the  legacy  beqaeatlied  to  the  United 
States  hj  the  late  James  Smithson,  of  London, 
for  tJie  purpose  of  establishing  at  Washington 
Oitj  an  institution  for  the  inorease  of  knovledge 
among  men,  to  be  called  the  SmftibaomaQ  Uni- 
vensitf. 

Mr.  P.  said  that  by  thk  win  it  was  inteoded 
that  this  Government  ahould  betMune  the  bene- 
ficiaries of  this  legacy,  and  contended  that  if 
they  had  not  the  competence  to  receive  it  by 
th&  constitntioQ,  the  act  of  no  individnal  oonld 
confer  the  power  on  Uiem  to  do  bo.  He  olum- 
ed  that  they  had  not  the  power  to  receive  the 
money  for  national  otijects,  and,  if  so,  the  ex- 
pending it  for  another  object  was  a  still  higher 
power.  He  oontrovertect  the  position  that  if 
they  could  not  receive  it  as  the  beneficiary  le- 
gatee, they  might  receive  It  as  the  fidudary 
agent. 

After  some  ftirther  remarks  the  question  was 
taken  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading: 

Teas. — Uessrs.  Benton,  Black,  Bodunan,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Outhbeit,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio, 
Goldsboroaxh,  Orundy,  Hendrii^  Hubbard,  Kent, 
Eing  of  JJabaiBM,  Enigbt,  Leigh,  Linn,  Msngum, 
Hoore,  Naudiun,  Nlchobs,  Porter,  FrentUs,  Rivea, 
Robbins,  Southard,  Swifl,  TaUmadge,  Tomllnson, 

Natb.— Messrs.  Galbonn,  Ewbg  of  lUim^  HUl, 
King  of  Georgia,  Pre«ton,  BoUnaoo,  White— 7. 


Tdbsiut,  May  8. 
Death  fif  Mr.  Mantling. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives,  annonnomg  the  deaOi  of  the 
honorable  Riohabs  J.  MAmnNo,  a  representa- 
tive from  the  State  of  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  Pbkston  said :  The  message  jost  read 
imposes  npon  me  the  oostomary  duty  of  moving 
for  the  usual  testimony  of  respeot  to  the  memo- 
ry of  my  deceased  coUeagne,  the  honorable 
BiCHAED  J.  MAmrora,  of  tbe  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatives ;  and  never,  has  mtdi  an  official 
act  been  performed  wifli  deeper  emotions  than 
those  under  whose  mdandioly  infliuiwe  I  rise 
on  this  oooarion. 

It  is  not  fit  that  I  shonld  obtrude  my  printe 
grie&  upon  the  Senate,  although  I  am  well  as- 
sured that  its  kindness  would  extend  some  in- 
dulgence to  a  fHendship  of  a  most  intimate 
character,  whieb,  conmiencing  in  coUege  com- 
panionship, has  been  nnimpaired  by  tbe  chances 
and  changes  of  Ufe,  and  undimlniBhed  even  by 
party  spirit,  whose  repnlaive  energy  so  often 
breakfl  asunder  the  strongest  bonds  of  afifeotion. 
For  although,  sir,  it  has  so  happened  that  we 
have  been  mnoh  and  long  c^wMed  in  politics, 
and  although  I  have  had  mtion  ooca^on  to  feel 
the  advwBe  influence  of  his  high  oharaotert 
there  is  not  that  man  who  loved  him  llvii^  or 
mourns  him  dea^  more  than  I  do. 

He  wa&  indeedl  Mr.  Flraaident,  of  very  noble 
nature.  Endowed  with  all  high  and  generons 


[Snum 

qualities ;  cool,  bold,  just,  patient,  and  reso- 
late ;  magnanimous  in  nis  whole  tone  of  feeling 
and  tenor  of  thought ;  totally  exempt  from  aU 
sordid  or  selfish  propensities ;  of  that  prompt 
and  patient  benevolence  to  do  or  to  suffer, 
which  comes  of  natural  impulse ;  educated  into 

Srinciple;  imflinching  in  tito  pnfonnanoe  of 
uty,  Vat  too  kind  in  bis  natore  to  be  stem ; 
scrupulous  in  self-regulation,  but  ^generously 
indulgent  to  others.  His  ikther,  a  ^stinguish- 
ed  soldier  of  the  Revolntion,  deeply  inscribed 
upon  his  son's  character  the  impress  of  that 
heroio  period.  Honor,  courage,  and  devotion 
to  country  were  hereditary  and  native  to  him : 
and  these  manly  virtues  were  softened  and 
made  amiable  by  the  kindliest  affections  of  the 
heart,  while  over  bis  whole  character  presided 
an  exalted  and  fervent  piety. 

For  many  years,  in  various  ways,  he  received 
distinguished  testimonies  of  tiie  affection  and 
confidence  of  his  native  State.  He  sorved 
frequently  in  either  branch  of  the  Legislature, 
was  Oovemor,  and,  at  length,  a  Representative 
in  Congress. 

In  the  prime  of  life,  and  in  the  vigor  of  man- 
hood, he  has  died,  as  he  Uved — in  the  midst  of 
his  duties.  Never,  Mr.  f^wrident,  have  the 
honors  of  the  Senate  been  more  worthily  be- 
stowed than  upon  the  memory  of  Riohahd  J. 
Manhino,  for  which  I  invoke  them,  by  offering 
the  following  resolution : 

[The  usual  resolution,  to  wear  crape  on  tiie 
left  arm  for  thirty  days,  was  then  adopted.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PsiaTON,  as  an  additional 
testimony  of  respect  for  the  memory  the 
deceased. 
The  Senate  then  adjonraed. 


Wbduksdat,  May  4. 
Land  DUtrihuHon  Bill. 

The  bill  to  appropriate  for  a  limited  time  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  among 
the  States,  and  to  grant  lands  to  certun  States, 
was  taken  up ;  when  Messrs.  Wbiobt  and  Beit- 
TOK  severally  addressed  tbe  Senate  in  speeches 
of  some  length  in  opposition  to  the  bill;  after 
which  the  question  was  taken,  "Shall  this  bill 
pass?" 

YiAS. — ^Messrs.  Black,  Buchanan,  Clay,  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Goldsborougb, 
Hendricks,  Kent,  Knight,  Ldgb,  HcEean,  Hangum, 
NaudiUn,  Michda&  Forter,  I^ntiss,  Preston,  Rob' 
bins,  Southard,  Swift,  TommiBon,  Webster,  Wldte— 

NAva — ^UessTS.  Benton,  OalbounJCathbert,  Ewing 
of  nUnois,  Gnmdy,  Hill,  Hubbard,  King  of  AU>una, 
King  of  Georgia,  linn,  Kowe,  Morris,  Ifiles,  Blvei^ 
Robinson,  Ragries,  Sh^ey,  Tkllmaiitee,  Walker, 

Wrif^it— aa 

KoBUT,  May  9. 
Affamif  Testa*, 
iir.  FsuTOH  ivesented  sevoal  menu»ials 
(aQ  of  the  same  tenor)  from  dtimis  of  FhU- 
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adelphia,  prajliig  Oongren  to  remwiize  the 
independoDoe  of  Texas ;  described  and  charao- 
teiued  the  various  tnuisaotionB  between  that 
oonntry  and*  Mexico. 

Mr.  P.  said :  It  was  not  snrpriaing  that  the 
deepest  solicitade  shonld  be  felt  in  the  resnlt  of 
the  straggle  which  was  going  on  in  a  province 
so  near  na;  a  province,  the  population  of 
which  professed  the  same  reUgion,  spoke  the 
aame  language,  were  fighting  for  the  eetablish- 
ment  of  ttie  same  institntioDS  nnder  which  we 
onrselvea  were  living,  and  were  connected  with 
ns  by^  the  dearest  ties  of  kindred.  They  had 
been  sednced  to  emigrate  bj  the  promise  of  a 
free  Govemmuit,  This  Qovemment  had  been 
overthown;  and  its  daiAroyer^  teampling  on 
the  fragments  oi  a  broken  oonstitnUon,  liis  pas- 
dona  inflamed  to  madness,  calling  to  his  ud  all 
who  had  asristed  in  the  <^d  rebulion,  extnting 
their  love  orplnnder  and  their  religions  fanati- 
dsm,  was,  with  these  combined  elements, 
sweepii^  in  a  fierf  torrent  over  the  ooontry, 
end  destroying  life,  property,  and  all  that  was 
dear  and  valuable. 

In  this  state  of  things,  (siud  Hr.  P.,)  it  snrely 
was  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  tlie  deepest  so- 
licitade shonld  exist  in  the  breast  of  every  in- 
dividnaL  Since  he  bad  participated  in  the 
afFaire  of  Govemmeut,  there  was  scarcely  any 
thing  of  a  public  nature  which  he  tboo^t  more 
deserving  of  attention.  Sia  own  hopes  had 
been  animated :  he  trosted  in  God  the  Texans 
might  SDcoeed;  and  that  the  standard  of  liber^ 
might  yet  wave  over  their  desolated  territtnT-, 
to  the  otter  exciasion  of  this  barbarons  and 
tyrannic  nsorper.  These  hopes  were  shared  in 
by  all  who  had  signed  this  memorial. 

For  the  present,  he  wonld  content  himself 
with  discharging  the  dnty  with  which  he  had 
been  intmsted,  by  presenting  these  memorials ; 
and  believing  that  no  action  of  Congress  conld 
be  had  on  them,  he  wonld  move  that  tiiey  be 
read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Kr.  Wmsnut  aud  t^ot,  like  the  geatlanan 
flnm  South  Oan^na,  he  waa  not  now  prepared 
to  go  into  a  diaonsrion  on  tiie  oeoumncea  on 
our  south-western  frontier.  He  had  no  wish  to 
anticipate  any  discnsdon  on  this  snbject,  which 
might  hereafter  become  necessary.  In  most 
of  the  sentiments  which  had  fi^en  tvom  the 
Senator  ftom  South  Carolina  he  entirely  con- 
corred.  He  considered  it  as  no  more  than 
natural  that  the  sympathies  of  all  classes  of  our 
citizens  shonld  be  excited  in  favor  of  a  war 
founded  in  the  desire,  and  sanctified  by  the 
name,  of  liberty.  There  conld  be  no  donbt, 
from  onr  education  and  habits,  that  a  free  Gov- 
ernment LB  the  sort  of  Government  whic^  com- 
mands onr  attachment;  and  when  ve  see 
stroggliDg  to  obtda  such  s  Government  those 
who  are  in  some  degree  related  to  us  by  the 
Urn  of  country,  companionship,  and  kindred.  It 
Is  not  matter  of  wonder  that  we  shonld  be  in- 
spired with  warm  hopes  for  their  success.  But 
Qb.  W.  Bidd)  he  also  agreed  altog^her  with 
the  Senator  from  Booth  Carolina,  that  this  is 


[Mat,  1836. 

not  the  time  for  Congress  to  do  w  ssnction 
any  act  beyond  the  reservation  of  our  nentralr 
ity  in  the  contest.  To  any  thing  b^ond  this 
he  was  opposed ;  but  to  tluitol:;ject  he  was  will- 
ing to  lend  his  hearty  co-operation. 

In  one  respect,  only,  then,  (said  Mr.  "W.,)  he 
differed  from  the  Senator  from  Sonth  Carolina. 
We  onrdelves,  (the  Senate,)  it  would  be  reori- 
leoted,  as  a  part  of  the  Executive,  have  bat  re- 
cently made  a  treaty  with  the  Mexican  Govem- 
;  ment,  with  General  Santa  Anna  at  its  head,  aod 
that  Government  is  at  this  moment  represented 
in  the  United  States  by  a  diplomatio  agent, 
Under  these  circnmstances,  he  felt  himself  re- 
strained from  Implying  such  epithets  as  the 
Senator  from  Sooth  Carolina  had  used,  in  refer- 
enoe  to  the  headof  that  Govwnmenb  Ha^ng 
been  called  on,  in  the  execution  of  his  senato- 
rial Amotions,  to  ocmdnde  a  treaty  with  ^at 
Govemmmt,  he  felt  himself  restruned  from 
the  use  of  sach  terms,  in  speaking  of  the  ac- 
knowledged head  of  the  GoTemment^  as 
might  have  a  tendency  to  prevent  the  continu- 
ance of  those  relations  of  peace  and  «mi^ 
which  are  now  sabnsting  between  Hodeo  ud 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Pbiston  said :  It  is  our  policy  to  recog- 
nize estabii^ed  Ghivemments,  no  matter  what 
thdr  principles,  or  by  whom  founded.  We 
have  a  treaty  with  him  now ;  we  are  running 
a  line  between  his  tcnitoiy  and  onr  own;  and 
tiiere  existed  no  wish  on  his  part  to  intempt 
the  firs^  or  prevent  the  peac«ul  jvosecntint  of 
the  latter.  But  there  was  a  principle  of  vast 
importance  presented  to  bis  mind,  and  that 
■WS&,  the  actnal  existing  state  of  things  on  tiM 
south-western  frontior.  Itwasahsolut^yneoes- 
aary  to  consider  the  next  step  in  the  series  at 
events  which  were  transpinng  th^.  There 
ought  to  be  an  augmented  military  force  in  that 
derenoeless  section  of  onr  country ;  surrounded 
as  it  was  by  savage  and  warlike  tribes,  ready 
to  be  acted  upon  by  this  Santa  Anna — a  minof 
unqaestioned  ability,  already  in  command  of  a 
mixed,  heterogeneous,  and  ferocioas  soldiety. 
He  would  restrain  his  indignation,  therefiore; 
and,  in  eonrideration  of  the  reqwotnil  terms  in 
which  the  memorial  was  coached,  and  the  high 
standing  of  those  who  slfpied  it^  he  womd 
move  tEat  it  be  printed. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  memorials  on  the  table, 
and  to  print  them,  was  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

  » 

TmmanAT,  May  10. 

S$lati»na  v>Wt  I¥ane« — Payment  of  C&s  ills- 
layed  Inttalmentt. 

The  following  Message  was  reoeired  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States : 

WASHisennr,  May  10,  1888. 
7b  tka  BnuOe  and  ffouae    JtepnmtOativia  .• 

Icfomudon  has  been  recared  at  the  Tkeasaty 
Department  that  the  four  instalments  voder  oar 
traa^wifli  iVnoe  have  been  paid  to  tin  i^BBt  at  tiw 

Digitized  by  Google 


Relatiomt  mih  France. 


DEBATSS  07  C0NGBES8. 


768 


Hat,  188e.J 

UiUted  Stetes.  In  immmnniAiiting  this  satufactory 
temun^oa  of  our  controversy  irith  Fraijce,  I  feel 
assured  that  both  HoiAes  of  Coi^^ress  irill.  unite  with 
me  in  desiring  and  beliering  that  the  antjcipations  of 
&e  restoration  of  the  ancient  cordial  relatiouB  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  expressed  iu  my  former 
Jfeaages  on  this  sulyect,  will  be  speedily  realized. 
No  proper  exerdon  at  mine  shall  be  wanting  to  efikce 
the  temembnutce  of  diose  misconceptions  that  have 
temponrilj  Interrupted  the  accoetomcd  intercourse 
between  them. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
The  Hessage  was  laid  on  the  table. 


Moin>AT,  Hay  16. 

Ht.  Shbplkt  presented  the  oredeatials  of  the 
honorable  John  M.  Niles,  elected  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  State  of  OonneotioQt  a  Senator 
from  that  State,  to  somilj  the  Taoancr  ooofr> 
sloned  by  the  deatJi  oi  uie  honorable  Nathan 
Smith. 

Seeognition  qf  Texeu. 

Hr.  Hahgiw  presented  a  series  of  resolntions, 
adopted  by  a  meeting  of  citizens  of  Burke  coun- 
ty, North  Oarolina,  on  the  subject  of  the  affairs 
of  Texas,  recommending  the  acknowledgment 
by  the  GoTernment  of  the  United  States  the 
independence  of  that  country. 

The  resolations  wen  ordered  to  be  printed. 


VoKDAT,  May  23. 

Becognition  of  Texat. 

Hr.  Walekb  said  there  had  been  forwarded 
to  him  the  proceedings  of  a  laige  and  respecta- 
ble meeting  of  citizens,  of  tJtie  State  of  MissiB' 
B&ppi,  held  at  the  oonrt-honse  of  Warren  conn- 
tj,  which  he  had  been  requested  to  present  to 
liie  Senate.  The  resolntionB  contained  in  these 
proceedings  (Mr.  W.  scud)  instracted  their  Kep- 
resentatives,  and  reqnested  their  Senators  in 
Congress  to  use  their  utmost  endeavors  to  ob- 
tun  from  this  Govenunent  the  immediate  re- 
M^^lira  of  the  independenoe  of  Tocaa,  stating 
the  reasons  which  hare  induced  the  people  « 
this  county  to  ure©  this  measure.  The  time 
bad  now  arrived  (Mr.  W.  believed)  for  action 
on  this  saUeot ;  and  he  therefore  moved  the 
reference  of  theee  proceedings  to  the  Oommit- 
tee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

If  the  aocoonts  we  had  received  from  Texas 
were  ofiScial,  (said  Mr,  W.,)  he  would  have 
moved  a  resolution  for  the  immediate  reo- 
oonition  of  the  independence  of  Texas.  Mr. 
W.  believed  these  accounts  to  be  true;  but, 
as  tiie  information  was  nnofficiaL  he  had  moved 
the  reference  of  the  Texas  memorials  to  the  Com- 
mittee oa  Foreitm  Belationa,  in  the  expeotatim 
that  thflT  would  munediate^  investigate  the  sub- 
ject, and  be  enabled  to  present  the  mcts  to  ns  in 
the  authentic  form  which  would  justify  imme- 
diate action.  When  South  America  was  not  yet 
wholly  disentiirslled  from  the  poww  of  Spain 


[Skratb. 

—when  the  scale  was  still  balancing,  and  the 

aaestion  not  yet  entirely  determineid  which 
lould  preponderate,  libofy  or  despotism^  Con- 
gress had  acted  upon  the  question  South 
American  independenoe.  And,  at  a  late  period, 
when  the  strug^e  in  Qreeoe  was  still  pn^fress- 
ing — ^when  her  dassio  soil  was  still  the  theatre 
of  a  sanguinary  and  doubtful  conflict — when 
the  Moslem  orescent  had  not  yet  faded  before 
the  dawn  of  liberty — the  distii^nished  Senator 
from  Uassachneetta  had  moved  to  aconidit  an 
agent  to  Greece.  If  we  were  warranted  in 
thus  acting  upon  that  occsion,  why  refnse 
now  to  investigate,  through  the  appropriate 
committee,  the  situation  of  aSiurs  in  Texas  I 
The  intelligence  is,  that  a  division  of  the  Hexi- 
can  army  has  betnt  overthn>wn,  and  the  sur- 
vivors of  the  contest  captured  by  the  trodps  of 
Texas;  that  Santa  Anna,  the  leader  <^  the 
Mexican  army,  and  the  head  of  tiie  Mexican 
Government,  the  very  man  in  whose  person 
that  Gtovemment  was  oonoentrated,  was  also 
a  prisoner ;  an4  that  he  had  consented  to  tiie 
exaltation  of  Texas,  and  the  immediate  recog- 
nition of  her  independenoe.  I^  tiien,  (said 
W.,)  Texas  has  maintained^  upon  the  field  of 
battle,  that  declaration  of  mdependence  made 
by  her  many  montiiB  since — if  that  independ- 
enoe has  I)een  acknowledged  by  the  head  of  the 
Hexican  Gtovemment,  and  Texas  evacuated  by 
the  Mexican  trooiM— if  thore  be  now  a  Govern- 
ment d$  faeto  in  operation  iu  Tnss,  and  hw 
enemies  overthrown— we  must,  npon  the  prin- 
ciples that  have  always  guided  our  course,  reo- 
ognize  at  once  the  independenoe  of  Texas. 

Mr.  Wkbstbb  sud  that  if  the  people  of  Texas 
had  established  a  Government  ae  facto^  it  was 
undoubtedly  the  duty  of  this  Grovemment  to 
acknowledge  their  independence.  He  would 
be  one  of  the  first  to  acknowledge  the  independ- 
ence of  Texas,  on  reasonable  pro(^  that  she  had 
established  a  Government.  There  were  views 
connected  witii  Texas  which  he  would  not 
now  present,  as  it  would  be  premature  to  do 
BO ;  but  he  would  observe  that  he  had  received 
some  infDrmation  from  a  req)eotable  source, 
which  turned  his  attention  to  the  very 
nifioant  expresrion  used  by  Mr.  Monroe  m  fau 
Message  <n  182S,  that  no  European  power 
should  ever  be  permitted  to  establish  a  oolouy 
on  the  American  continent.  He  had  no  doubt 
that  attempts  would  be  made  by  some  European 
Government  to  obtain  a  cesnon  of  Texas  from 
tiie  Government  of  Merico. 

Mr.  Koio,  of  Alabama,  said :  We  have  uni- 
formly recognized  the  existing  Governments — 
the  Governments  de  facto  ;  we  have  not  stopped 
to  inquire  whether  it  is  a  de^tio  or  constitu- 
tional Government ;  whether  it  is  a  republic  or 
a  deqtotism.  All  we  ask  is,  does  a  Govern- 
ment aotualljr  exirt;  and  having  satined 
ourselves  of  that  fact,  we  look  no  rarther,  but 
recognize  it  as  it  is.  It  was  on  this  principle, 
(stdd  Hr.  K.,)  this  safe,  this  correct  principle, 
that  we  reoc^gnized  what  was  called  the  repub- 
lio  of  France,  founded  on  the  nuns  of  the  old 
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monarohy;  then  tbe  coiualar  goTernment;  a 
little  after,  the  imperial ;  and  when  th&t  waa 
onished  by  a  oombinalaon  of  all  Europe,  and 
Hiat  most  eztraordinaiy  man  who  widded  it 
was  driven  into  exile,  we  again  acknowledged 
the  kinfi^y  gOTemment  of  the  honse  of  Bour- 
hon,  and  now  the  constitntional  King  liOms 
Philippe  of  Orleans. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  K.,  we  take  things  as  they  are ; 
we  ask  not  how  Gk>Ternment8  are  established 
— by  what  revolutions  they  are  brought  into 
existence.  Let  as  see  an  independent  GU)verD- 
inent  in  Texas,  and  he  would  not  be  behind  the 
Senator  from  jlisi^snppi  nor  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  in  prosing  forward  to  its  reoc^ 
nidon,  and  egtabllahiitgmthitthe  most  cordial 
and  Mendly  relations.  "Vhj,  eaiA  ]&, 
dionld  our  course  now  be  made  to  differ  from 
that  puisued  by  us  when  Sonth  America  was 
stmggting  to  free  herself  from  the  grinding  tyr- 
amiy  of^ain,  from  the  horrors  of  the  inquisi- 
tion ?  Was  there  a  man  who  did  not  deeply 
sympathize  with  them,  and  de^re  to  see  them 
freed  from  their  oppressors !  Not  one,  sir,  not 
one;  every  heart  throughout  this  widely-ex- 
tended republic  throbbed  with  joy  at  their  sno- 
cesses,  with  pain  at  their  reverses.  Did  we 
at  once  a^owledge  their  ind^ndenoe  1  Ko, 
slr\  fivfrom  it  The  eloqnent  Senator  from 
Eentncl^,  t^en  a  member  <a  the  HiniM  of  Bep- 
resentativei,  exerted  all  his  powers  in  vain. 
The  then  aaministrat^on,  wise,  cautioaa,  just 
could  not  be  induced  to  act  in  the  absence  of 
all  information  on  which  certain  reliance  could 
be  placed.  Three  of  our  most  respectable  citi- 
zens were  deputed  to  ascertain  the  true  state  of 
thin^ ;  and  it  was  not  until  their  report  was 
received,  that  that  pradent  administration  rec- 
ommended the  recognition  of  the  independence 
of  the  South  American  republics,  and  the  whole 
country  joyfuUy  responded  to  the  recommen- 
dation. So,  he  sboold  hope,  would  be  the  ac- 
tion of  tiie  administration  on  the  present  occa- 
don.  Let  us  hare  infomuUioa  on  which  we 
may  reply,  not  mere  rumor. 

Mr.  Manqitm  koped  the  Senate  wonld  not 
send  this  matter  to  the  committee — not  to  sleep, 
for  they  ought  to  report  something  on  the  sub- 
ject When  Texas  came  up  to  the  standard  of 
independence,  he  was  prepared  to  act  promptly, 
but  waa  not  willing  to  embarrass  the  Executive 
upon  mere  newspaper  rumor.  He  would  vote 
aguQst  the  reference,  on  the  ground  that  he 
was  unwilling  to  take  any  step  until  he  could 
go  the  whole  length.  At  present,  there  was 
no  authentic  information  that  Oiere  was  any 
6ovemm«it  in  Texas.  He  would  not  yiekl 
that  he  had  leas  soiril^llty  than  others  in  be- . 
haitf  of  Texas ;  and  Ixdng  nnwilUng  that  the 
committee  should  be  embarrassed  by  t^  deli- 
cate questioa,  he  wonld  move  to  lay  it  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  OAUioim  was  of  opinion  that  it  would 
add  more  strength  to  the  cause  of  Texas  to 
wMt  for  a  few  days,  until  they  reoraved  official 
confirmationof  the  Tiotory  and  a^tore  of  Santa 


AnniL  in  order  to  obtain  a  more  unanhnoos 
vote  in  jbror  of  the  recognition  of  Texas.  He 
had  been  of  but  one  opinion  from  the  lieginning, 
that,  so  fiu>  from  Mexico  being  able  to  reduce 
Texas,  there  was  great  danger  of  Mexico  her- 
self being  conqnered  by  the  Texans.  The  re- 
sult of  one  battle  had  placed  the  ruler  of  Mexi- 
co in  the  power  of  the  Texans ;  and  they  were 
now  able,  ei&er  to  dictate  what  terms  they 
pleased  to  him,  or  to  make  terms  with  the  op- 
position In  Mexico. 

He  had  made  up  bis  mind  not  only  to  recog- 
nize the  independence  of  Texas,  but  for  hw 
admission  into  this  Union ;  and  if  the  Texans 
managed  their  affairs  prudently,  the^  wonld 
soon  be  called  tip<m  to  decide  that  qpeBtion. 
Ko  man  oould  suppose  fiff  a  moment  uiat  tiiat 
oountiy  could  ever  come  again  under  Qie  do- 
minion of  Mexico ;  and  he  was  of  oi^nion  that 
it  waa  not  for  oar  intmsta  that  there  should 
he  an  independent  oommmiity  between  na  and 
Mexico.  Iliere  were  powerftd  reasona  why 
Texas  should  be  a  jtSrt  of  this  Union.  The 
'Southern  States,  owning  a  slave  popolatimi, 
were  deeply  interested  in  preventing  that  coun- 
try &N?m  having  the  power  to  annoy  them ;  and 
the  navigating  and  manufEtctnring  interests  of 
the  Korm  and  East  were  equally  interuted  in 
makiiig  it  a  part  ot  this  Union.  He  thought 
they  wonld  soon  he  called  on  to  decide  theae 
questions;  and  when  they  did  act  on  it,  he 
was  for  acUng  on  both  t(wet2ier— for  no^ 
nizing  the  independence  of  Texas,  and  for  ad- 
mitting her  into  the  Union. 

Mr.  Bboww  said  he  would  say  a  few 
words  on  the  motion  to  refer  the  memorials 
in  fiavor  of  the  recognition  of  the  indepead- 
ence  of  Texas  to  the  Committee  on  Foreim 
RelationB.  We  had  been  called  on,  s^d  Mr. 
B.,  to  take  this  step,  by  the  advocates  cff  the 
motion,  confessedly  on  the  grounds  of  the  pro- 
priety of  an  immediate  acknowledgment  M'the 
existing  authorities  in  Texas  as  a  Government. 
He,  therefore,  should  view  the  motion  as  look- 
ing to  that  resnlt,  and  as  the  means  W  which 
it  was  sought  to  be  accomplished,  what,  he 
would  ask,  was  the  nature  of  the  infonnaliiui 
on  which  this  important  step  was  to  be  pre- 
dicated f  Were  we  in  possession  of  that  well- 
authenticated  intelligence,  as  regards  the  con- 
dition of  Texas,  and  the  competency  of  its  ex- 
isting authorities  to  maintain  themselves  against 
the  power  of  the  Mexican  Covemment,  which 
would  authorize  such  a  measore !  These  were 
important  preliminary  inquiries,  and  should  not 
be  regardw  as  settled,  nntll  we  had  received 
more  certdn  and  definite  information  tlian  we 
yet  had  in  our  possession.  Mr.  B.  oould  not, 
he  said,  consider  the  effl>rt  whloh  was  now 
making  by  honorable  gentlemen  to  stimulate 
action  on  this  subject  by  our  Government,  ia 
any  other  light  than  an  attempt  to  change  prao- 
tioally  and  radically  the  nentral  and  padfio 
character  of  our  Government,  whloh  had  long 
been  cherished  as  one  of  its  wisest  and  beat 
settled  prindptee  of  policy — a  policy  vn&a  the 
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[Ssunt, 


guidance  of  which  we  had  grown,  aad  strength- 
ened, and  beoome  powerinl  at  homo  and  re- 
spectable abroad. 

Hr.  BtTES  oonoorred  in  the  necesuty  of 
caution.  This  GhoTemment  should  act  with 
moderation,  calmness,  and  dignity ;  and  be- 
canse  he  wished  the  Senate  shoold  act  with 
that  becoming  moderation,  oalmness,  and  digni- 
ty, which  oQght  to  characterize  its  delibera- 
tiona  on  international  sabjects,  it  was  his  wish 
that  the  subject  might  be  referred.  If  it  was 
postponed,  it  would  come  np  again  for  discns- 
sion  from  morning  till  morning,  to  the  excla- 
sion  of  most  of  the  bosiness  <»  the  Senate,  as 
there  was  nothing  to  prevent  the  presentation 
of  petitions  every  morning,  to  excite  discos' 
rion.  It  was  for  the  purpose  of  aTolding  these 
disonasions,  that  he  shoiud  vote  to  refer  it  at 
onoe  to  the  Oommittee  on  Foretgn  Relations. 
He  did  not  vote  to  refer  it  to  the  committee 
to  reotire  its  qoietas,  bnt  that  they  might  nve 
their  views  upon  it ;  nor  ^d  he  feel  as  if  he 
were  called  upon  to  express  an  opinion  upon 
the  propriety  of  the  measure.  It  was  strange 
that  Senators,  who  stated  that  their  opinions 
were  made  up,  should  oppose  the  refravnoe. 

The  memorials  were  then  referred  to  the 
Oommittee  on  Foreign  Belations, 


WunrasDAT,  May  36. 

D^tU  SegulaHon  JBill—JDepoiit  ^  Swplu$ 
Sacmw  ioUh  the  8tatet—Jfr.  dsZAoun** 
Plan. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Oalhohit,  the  Senate  took 
np  the  hill  to  regulate  the  deposits  of  tiie  pub- 
lic moneys;  when  Mr.  O.  was  permitted,  by 
general  consent,  to  modify  the  bill  by  adding 
new  sections,  the  purport  of  which  is,  that  the 
unexpended  balance  remiuning  in  the  Treasury, 
on  the  81st  of  December  of  each  year,  except 

 dollius,  shall  be  depodted  wiUL  the  several 

States  of  the  TTnicm,  each  in  proportirai  to  Its 
population ;  tluit  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
ahall  notify  the  Executive  of  each  State  that 
the  sum  aUotted  to  his  State  will  be  p^d  on  the 
warrant  of  tiie  Chief  Mi^trate  of  said  State, 
or  deposited  in  the  State  Treasury,  at  his  op- 
tion ;  the  sum  thus  deposited  with  the  States  to 
be  retained  without  interest  until  wanted  by 
the  Qeneral  Ctovemment,  and  that 


month's  notice  shall  be  given  before  it  is  with- 
drawn ;  that  where  a  State  is  not  authorized 
by  its  existing  laws  to  receive  the  deposits^  the 
sum  allotted  to  it  shall  be  transferred  to  it  on 
the  warrant  of  Its  Executive,  or  deported  in 
its  Treasury,  as  soon  as  it  shall  have  passed  a 
law  authoruang  such  transfer  for  deport :  this 
act  to  continue  in  force  till  the  80th  of  June, 
1642. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  Mr.  Wbiobt's 
amendment,  providing  for  the  investment  of 
the  surplus  in  the  Treasury  in  some  safe  public 
stocks,  &o. 

On  motion  of  Ux.  Wbu&t,  the  MU  was  lidd 


on  the  table,  with  an  understanding  to  take  it 
up  to-morrow. 


Thubwat,  May  26. 
Ii^r^fiea^iom  and  Sarpkis  Snmve. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  pur- 
chase of  sites,  the  collection  of  materials,  and 
the  commencement  of  certain  fortifioatiouB, 
was  read  the  third  time. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  final 
passage,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative : 

Tkas. — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Bucbauail, 
Cuthbert,  Davis,  Ewiog  of  Dlinoia,  Goldsborough, 
Gnmdy,  Hendricks,  HiU,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of 
Alabama,  Unn,  Morris,  Naodain,  Nicholas,  Niles, 
Porter,  PrentlsB,  lUves,  Robbhia,  Robhuon,  Rogues, 
Sbepley,  Tallmadge,  Tomlinson,  Walker,  Webster, 
Wright— 81. 

Nats. — ^Meora.  (^oun,  Crittenden,  Ewing  of  Ohii^ 
King  (tf  Geoigia,  Leigh,  Mugnm,  Morae,  Preston, 
Wb&e—S. 


Feidat,  May  27. 

DepoHt  Begulaiion  Bill—Dapotit  vtUh  the 
Statu— Mr.  Galhoun't  Plan. 

Mr.  Wbioht  sud  he  had  two  insuperable  ob* 
jec^ons  to  prefer  against  the  propositions 
offered  by  the  Senator  from  Soutn  Oarolina, 
(Mr.  Oalhoun,)  for  a  dii^Kwition  of  the  surplus 
revenue.  The  first  was,  that  he  considered 
them,  in  substance  and  in  effect,  propositions 
to  make  a  general  distribution  to  the  States  of 
all  the  revenues  in  the  national  Treasury,  from 
whatever  source  derived,  and,  in  that  sense,  to 
embrace  the  adoption  of  a  principle  which  he 
considered  more  dangerous  to  our  civil  institu- 
tions. State  and  national,  than  any  other  which 
could  be  presented  for  the  sanction  of  Congress. 
Hie  taxing  powers  of  this  Oovemmrait  were  to 
be  used  to  accumulate  money  for  distribution 
to  the  sovereign  and  independent  States  of  the 
confederacy.  Those  States  were  to  be  tanght 
to  look  to  tiiis  Government  for  the  means  to 
snpply  their  wants ;  for  the  money  to  sustain 
their  institutions ;  for  the  funds  to  meet  their 
lef^ative  f^propriations.  Can  relations  of 
this  sort  be  estamished,  and  the  independence 
of  the  States  be  preserved !  Can  the  Govern- 
ment of  a  State  feel  or  exercise  an  independ- 
ence of  tbe  power  which  feeds  and  sustiuns  it 
by  direct  and  gratuitous  contributions  from  its 
l^^asnry  t  What  step  can  be  so  eminentiy  cal- 
culated as  this,  to  produce  ^eedy  and  perfect 
oonsfdidation  f 

Mr.  W.  stid  he  knew  he  should  be  answered 
that  it  was  not  proposed  to  ^ve,  but  to  loan, 
this  money  to  the  States ;  to  take  their  bonds 
or  securities  for  its  repayment,  upon  the  call  of 
Congress.  It  would  be  furtiier  sud  that  the 
omisdon  to  ^arge  interest  was  a  matter  of  en- 
tire discretion  with  Congress,  and  of  Justice  to 
the  States,  inasmuch  as  tite  momy  had  been 
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«olleeted  flvm  the  people  of  the  Btatei ;  and, 
it  not  wanted  for  the  naes  of  this  GoTeminent, 
ought  to  he  Bnbmitted  to  the  State*  for  their 
nse,  witboat  charge.  These  were  Bpecions 
answers,  to  which  me  form  of  the  propositions 
gave  ooontenance;  hot  what  would  oe  their 

S radical  effect }  The  moDey  was  to  go  to  the 
tates  upon  a  rale  of  distribntion  prescribed, 
and  claimed  to  be  equal  and  jost ;  it  was  to  go 
to  them  for  any  oaea  ib»j  may  obooee  to  make 
ni  it,  and  wtthont  interwt  In  return  for  the 
mooer,  the  several  fitate  Legiiilatares  are  to 
p«a  lawa  declaring  that  the  State  wiU  repvr 
the  prinoipal  when  Congress  shall,  by  law,  call 
for  uie  payment.  Does  any  one  believe  that 
the  national  Treaaary  will  ever  receive  back 
one  dollar  of  the  money  distributed  npon  these 
terms  t  'What  is  the  ooorse  ?  The  immediate 
relation  of  debtor  and  creditor  U  establiohed 
between  each  of  the  States  and  the  Federal 
Govenunent,  and  the  power  to  demand  pay- 
ment is  left  with  the  representatives  of  the 
States,  and  of  the  people  of  the  States,  in  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress ;  while  the  response  to 
that  dmiand  rests  with  the  States  themselvee, 
acting  through  their  respective  jLeauhtturea,  <»■ 
otherwiee,  aa  they  shall  choose.  IIm  Treasury 
ii  in  want  Will  the  States,  through  their 
agenta  here,  make  a  demand  npon  themselves 
to  supply  that  wantt  Never,  Mr.  President. 
They  may,  through  that  channel,  call  for  in- 
creased distributions,  but  never  for  the  repay- 
ment of  moneys  wbioh  have  been  distributed 
and  expended. 

It  must  not  be  alleged,  Ifr.  W.  said,  that,  in 
making  these  remarks,  he  expressed  distrust  of 
the  patriotism  or  faith  of  the  States.  No  man 
entulained  more  oonfldenoe  in  both  than  him- 
self ;  but  the  government  of  the  States  waa  the 
govemmentof  thepeo|teo(theStat«a,  and  the 
people  of  the  Statea  oompoeed  Hm  vast,  saga- 
oioua,  enterpridng  hasiness  oommnni^,  which 
all  here  In  oommoo  repreacnt,  and  of  whose  in- 
terests they,  as  an  aggregate  anmber,  are  quite 
aa  perfect  judges  as  th«&  rq»eaentatives  any- 
where. He  should  never  express  a  doubt  of 
their  faith  or  patriotism;  nor  did  he  doubt 
that  they  wooia,  at  all  times,  and  for  all  proper 
parposes,  keep  the  national  Treasury  fully  and 
richly  supplied.  It,  however,  want  should 
come  Qpon  that  Treasury,  the  manner  of  an- 
Rwering  that  want  would  Iw  before  the  people, 
and  suojoot  to  their  interests  and  their  will. 
If  an  increaae  of  the  duties  npon  imports,  an 
increase  of  indirect  taxation,  should  m  more 
acceptable  to  the  majority  than  a  call  upon  the 
States  for  the  money  now  proposed  to  he  in- 
tr^ted  to  them,  that  mode  of  sapplyiug  the 
Treasury  will,  oi  course,  be  adopted.  Which 
— ^he  would  ask  every  Senator  to  answer  to 
himself  In  candor  and  sincerity — which  would 
be  the  most  probable  resort?  In  case  of  a  call 
upon  the  States,  all  would  beequ^y  interested, 
and  all  would  l>e  likely  to  re^st  Such  a  call, 
if  the  rule  of  distribution  should  be  a  proper 
and  oouatitDtioiial  nde^  would  be,  IneffiM^  pr»- 
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eisely  equivalent  to  laying  a  ^raot  tax  to  tlw 
amount,  and  the  intnest  of  no  State  or  aection 
of  the  country  could,  in  any  event,  be  promoted 
by  it ;  bnt  in  an  increase  of  the  duties  upon 
for^gn  importations,  and  the  ocmseqaeot  in- 
crease of  the  revwse  from  customa,  a  laiige 
nu^ori^  oi  the  people  of  the  whole  Unioa,  aa 
experience  has  shown,  may  easily  be  made  to 
believe,  if  the  fact  be  not  so,  that  tfa^  interest 
will  be  directly  and  easentially  promoted.  Who, 
then,  can  doubt  that  this  mode,  instead  of  a  call 
upon  the  Statea  for  tha  money  parcelled  oat  to 
them,  will  be  the  mode  <^  itmplying  any  fntan 
want*  of  the  l^easory,  ao  nog  aa  a  resort  to 
this  indirect  taxation  can  reach  that  <ri4Kt1 
If  a  calamitous  and  expeoave  war  ahall  eeme 
upon  the  nation,  and  our  oommeroe  ahall  be  ao 
fiir  intermpted  or  destroyed  as  to  render  mj 
rates  of  duty  npon  imiKWta  an  inadequate  iop- 
ply  to  the  1>eaBary,  then,  indeed,  ICr.  W.  sau, 
this  money  mig^t  be  called  for ;  beeaoae  then 
no  other  resort  bnt  tosnoh  acail,  or  to  a  direct 
tax,  would  remain  to  Congress.  Still,  an  Lm- 
portant  and  most  delioata  question  woold,  even 
then,  be  likely  to  govern  the  aetkm  of  the 
tional  Legislatorew  Eadi  State  wonid  oakndata 
the  relative  efifeot  upon  itodf  of  a  call  for  the 
money,  <v  a  direct  tax  to  raiae  Ae  aame  amout. 
The  interests  of  the  Statea  whose  populatsMi 
sh^  have  relativdy  ^miniabed  between  the 
time  of  the  receipt  of  the  money  and  the  time 
when  a  call  shaJl  be  proposed,  will  dictate  to 
it,  and  to  its  representatives  here,  to  favor  a 
direct  tax  in  preference  to  a  call ;  beoatue  its 
proportion  of  the  tax  will  be  lees  than  was  its 
propmiion  of  the  money,  distributed  when  ita 
relieve  poeititm  among  the  States  waa  higher. 
On  the  contrary,  the  relatively  incmaing 
States,  those  whose  population  ahall  bear  a 
higher  proportion  to  toe  whole  whan  the  «all 
comes  than  when  the  distribaticm  took  places 
win  fiivor  a  call  instead  <tf  a  tax,  beeaoae  the 
propoHjon  of  money  fUling  to  their  abara  will 
nave  heea  less  than  th^  proportion  of  the  tax 
when  they  shall  have  become  relativdy  more 
populous.  The  preponderance  of  theae  inter- 
esta  will,  of  coarse,  determine  the  action  of 
Congress  when  the  crisis  wUl  have  anived. 

If  this  view  of  the  subject  be  sound  and  prao- 
tieal,  will  any  one  contend  that  the  diqwatioa 
of  the  surplus,  aoo(uding  to  theae  pr<q>oaitionflj 
ifl,  in  effect,  any  thing  leas  than  a  gcuwal  and 
unrestricted  distribution  <^  it  to  the  States  t 
The  repayment  ia  anbtnittad  to  their  aetiott, 
and  la  snljeot  to  th^  pleaaore;  and  aUtha 
ooDetitnti<Hud  means  for  a  supply  oi  money  to 
the  Treaanry,  aeparate  from  a  eall  for  thii 
money,  will  m  oonatantiy  aa  <^ien  to  them  and 
to  their  rqireaentatives  here,  aa  liiqr  now  ar«^ 
andwillremidn,  if  thiadistribotion  benotmadb 
Is,  then,  the  pcmtion  sound,  that  Congress  will 
never  make  tJie  call  nntil  a  neoeesity  either  of 
levying  a  direct  tax,  or  of  making  it,  shall  existi 
And  if  it  be,  is  the  position  of  the  Gimeral  Gov- 
emmtfit  made,  in  any  respect,  better,  hav^ 
ingToqniredthepnoUiaof  p«jmaat  aa  a  ooo- 
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dition  ineeedrnt  to  dividing  out  the  11101M7B 
of  tbe  Treamrj  to  the  States  f  ICr.  W.  said 

that  he  could  not  see  that  it  was,  while heoould 
see  the  most  fearful  evils  which  mi^t  arise 
from  this  debtor  and  creditor  relation  betwera 
the  States  and  this  Government  He  could 
foresee  inoaloalable  evils  which  might  grow 
out  of  the  conflicting  and  contrarjr  interests  of 
the  different  States,  whenever  it  shonld  be  pro- 
posed hj  the  Fedwal  Government  to  make  the 
oaJl  for  this  money,  and  thus  attempt  to  render 
tbe  promiBes  to  pay  operative.  He  was  com- 
pelled farther  to  apprehmd,  in  consequence 
of  these  propositiona,  should  thej  be  adopted, 
an  earl^  aatationftf  the  tariff  otrntroversy,  teoA 
the  revival  of  local  qoestions  which  have  so  re< 
eently  tried  the  strength  of  this  Uidoa  more 
Bev^l7  than  it  had  ever  before  been  tried, 
and  givMk  to  our  institations  a  shook  which 
every  patriot  would  long  remember,  and  lal)or, 
to  the  ntmost  of  his  power,  to  avoid  in  fiitnre. 

His  second  objection,  Ur.  W.  sdd,  was 
against  the  rule  of  distribution  adopted.  It 
was  directed  to  be  made  aooording  to  the  rep- 
resentation of  each  State  in  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Kepreeentatives.  He  most  suppose,  if 
Congress  possess  the  power,  under  Uie  ooosti- 
tntion,  to  divide  oat  the  moneys  in  the  public 
Treasury  to  the  States,  ot  to  the  pe(^le  of  the 
States,  that  the  rale  of  distribution  must  follow 
that  which  governs  the  collection  of  the  same 
money.  That  rale  is  the  rale  of  representation 
and  taxation ;  is  the  rule  of  fbderu  nnmbers ; 
is  the  rate  of  representation,  as  nearly  as  may 
be,  by  which  the  States  are  represented  in  the 
Hoose  of  Representatives.  It  has  never  before 
been  proposed  to  include  the  Senate  in  any 
calculation  of  equality  between  the  States. 
The  constitntion  has  in  no  instance  included  it ; 
and  he  must  think  that  its  inclusion  here  was 
against  the  spirit  and  against  the  exi»«ss  pro- 
Tisions  of  tnat  instrument.  How  had  this 
money  been  accumulated  ?  By  taxation,  direct 
or  indireet  From  wbmn  had  it  been  ocdleet- 
ed  ?  From  the  people  of  the  States.  The  con- 
stitution prescribed  the  rale  by  which,  and  by 
whidi  only,  Gon^^ees  might  tax  them;  and 
that  was  in  proporaon  to  their  federal  numbers. 
If  the  mon^  is  not  wanted  for  the  uses  of  the 
Federal  Government,  to  whom  does  it  belong ! 
and  to  whom  should  it  be  returaedl  Ifost 
certainly  to  the  people  from  whom  it  has  been 
collected,  and  in  the  same  proportions  which 
governed  its  collection  from  them.  It  sfaoold 
be  distributed,  then,  upon  the  federal  nnrabOTS 
of  the  States  or  upon  their  representatW  in 
the  House  of  Repreaentatives  aliae;  aod  tbe 
representation  in  the  Senate,  which  has  no  r»- 
lauon  to  the  population  or  tax-paying  lialnlities 
of  the  States,  ^ould  not  be  incdnded. 

Another  ailment  against  tbe  adoption  of 
this  rule  of  distribution,  of  the  strongest  dliar- 
acter,  was  to  be  found  in  the  oertunty  it  would 
create  that  the  money  would  never  be  ofdled 
fiw,  even  to  avoid  direct  taxation.  By  this 
rale,  all  the'  nnall  Stataa  wonld  obtdn  a  Urgb 
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amount  of  the  moaej  to  be  distributed,  beyond 
the  proportion  to  whtdt  th^r  federal  numben 
woiud  entitie  them.  Sixteen  the  twenty- 
four  States  would  g^n,  and  eight  only  would 
lose.  Present,  then,  in  this  body,  where  the 
States  are  represented  equally,  the  alternative 
of  a  direct  tax,  or  a  call  upon  the  States  for 
this  money,  and  which  do  you  think,  Mr.  Preu- 
dent,  would  be  adopted  ?  Would  the  sixteen 
States  prevail,  or  the  eight  t  and  if  the  sixteen^ 
whidi  alteraative  would  they  choose?  That, 
of  course,  which  the  iaterests  of  the  States  rep- 
resented here,  and  holding  the  majority,  shonld 
Rotate.  What  would  be  that  interest?  In 
the  distribution  of  the  money  to  be  repaid,  they 
will  have  received  a  proportion  maoa  greater 
than  their  proportion  of  federal  piqralation,  be- 
cause the  rule  of  dii^hntion  indoded  their  r^ 
resentation  in  the  Senate.  If,  then,  tiiey  con- 
Bent  to  the  call  for  repapient,  they  must  re- 
turn the  money  received.  On  the  contrary, 
if  these  States  adopt  a  direct  tax,  they  liave 
only  to  raise  a  sum  equal  to  their  exact  propor- 
tions in  the  scale  of  federal  numbers,  and  there- 
fore will  be  direct  gainers  by  preferring  the  ta:^ 
and  rqeoting  a  call  for  the  money. 

Mr.  W,  stud  he  must,  in  justice  to  himself 
state  that  the  fact,  that  the  rale  proposed  to  be 
adopted  would  work  the  greatest  iqjnstloa  to 
faia  own  State,  had  very  httie  influence  with 
him  in  nr^g  this  ohjeodou.  If  a  distributi<m 
was  to  be  made,  and  New  York  was  to  be  a 
recipient,  It  was  his  duty  to  contend  for  her 
rights ;  but  in  debt  as  she  was,  if  all  her  <dti- 
zens  entertained  his  feelings  and  opinions  npon 
this  subject,  they  would  look,  as  they  most 
safely  might,  to  her  wealth,  to  her  enterprise, 
to  her  immense  advantages  and  resources,  to 
pay  her  debts  and  carry  her  on  to  her  high 
destiny,  and  would  not  prostrate  her  before  the 
nation^  Treasury,  for  tiie  miserable  boon  of  a 
few  hundred  thousand  dollara.  Were  he  per-  ' 
mitted  to  advise,  his  State  would  never  accept 
the  moi^  prt^Msed  to  be  entrasted  to  her 
npon  the  terms  presoribed. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  had  but  one  single  further 
suggestion  to  make,  and  he  would  resume  his 
seat.  He  wished  to  inquire  of  those  genUemen 
who  had  voted  for  the  land  bill,  and  who  now 
proposed  to  support  tbe  propositions  offered  by 
the  Senator  from  South  Oarolina  (Mr.  Oalhouv) 
to  distribute  the  surplus  revenue  among  the 
States,  whether  the  two  meaaares  would,  or 
would  not,  conflict  with  each  other  ?  whether 
they  were,  or  were  not,  intended  as  antagonist 
measures  t  That  hill  provides  for  the  distribn- 
tiim  the  prooeede  of  the  salea  of  the  pnbllo 
lands  on  speci&ai  daja,  and  extends  through 
the  year  18S7.  These  propodtions  make  me 
same  ^^osttion  of  all  the  rerennes  in  the 
Treasury,  over  a  ^ven  sum  to  be  named,  upon 
specified  days,  without  regard  to  tiie  sources 
from  which  the  moneys  may  have  been  derived, 
aod  extends  its  action  through  tbe  year  1841. 
If  he  WW  not  mistaken,  the  disfaribntions  nndw 
the  two  bUla  were  to  take  plue^  in  aome  in- 
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stances  at  least,  on  tb«  aanie  day.  What  he 
wished  ffentlemen  to  inform  him  was,  which 
bill  woud  take  the  money;  for  he  supposed 
either  would  take  all  which  oonld  be  called 
SDrpItu.  The  mle  of  dlstribotioti  was  very 
difiereot  in  the  two  cases,  and  he  would  be  f^ad 
to  leifVa  whether  it  was  intended,  by  this  meas- 
nre,  to  repeal  in  effect  the  land  bul.  His  In- 
qairies  were  partioolarly  directed  to  Uie  author 
this  scheme  fw  distribution,  and  he  should 
sw^  hb  answer. 


Satitbdat,  ICay  28. 

Setiffnation  qf  Mr.  Mill. 

The  Ohaib  communicated  the  following  let- 
ter of  reaignatiOD  from  the  Hon.  Isaac  Hill  ; 
which  was  read : 

WASHiROTOir,  May  98,  1886. 
8n :  HsTlDg  been  elected  by  the  dtbena  of  New 
Hsmpaltire  to  the  office  of  Chief  Ma^strate  of  that 
Sute,  withoat  waidng  a  fonnal  official  conuniuiic*- 
tion  of  the  canruB;  and  it  being  expedient  that  I 
dionld  enter  on  the  discharge  of  the  dotiea  of  the 
new  office  during  the  eoaniDg  week,  I  communicate 
to  jou,  and  tlirough  you  to  the  Senate,  information 
tlut  on  Utmdaj  next  I  ihall  resign  ny  seat  in  the 
Senate. 

With  the  best  wishes  of  happiaess  to  yourself, 
snd  to  the  Senators  with  whom  I  hare  been  associ- 
ated, 

I  am,  with  neat  respect, 

Tour  obedient  serrant, 

ISAAC  HILL. 

Hon.  HAiTiit  Tas  Bceih, 

FbM  Pruuhmt  eftki  Ukilml  Btattt. 

Public  Ik^titt—Mr.  OcUAtmn^M  plan. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  ocn^dera- 
Uoa  of  the  Idll  to  regnlate  the  depodts  the 
pablio  money. 

After  eome  words  from  Mr.  Wkort,  in  ex- 
planation, 

Kr.  Calhouv  said :  After  bestowing  on  the 
mbject  the  most  deliberate  attention,  I  have 
oome  to  the  oonolnsion  that  there  is  no  other 
BO  Bi^e,  BO  efficient,  and  so  free  from  objections, 
as  the  one  I  have  proposed — of  depouting  the 
snrplns  that  may  remain  at  the  termination  of 
the  year  in  the  treasnries  oT  the  several  States, 
in  the  manner  provided  for  in  the  amendment. 
Bat  the  Senator  from  Kew  York  objects  to  the 
measure,  that  it  wonld,  in  effect  amonnt  to  a 
^bibatitn,  on  tlw  gronnd,  as  he  oonceives, 
that  the  States  woola  never  refond.  He  does 
not  doubt  bnt  that  they  would,  if  called  on  to 
reftmd  by  the  Government,  bat  he  says  that 
Congress  will  in  faot  never  make  the  c^.  He 
rests  this  oonolnsion  on  the  sappontion  that 
there  would  be  a  m^ority  of  the  States  oppos- 
ed to  It  He  admits,  in  case  the  revenue  should 
bec<nne  deficient  that  the  southem  or  staple 
States  would  prefer  to  reftmd  their  quota,  rath- 
er than  to  raise  the  imposts  to  meet  the  deficit ; 
bat  lie  inidsts  that  the  contrary  would  be  the 
case  with  the  numafltctoring  States,  which 


wonld  prefer  to  increase  the  imposts  to  refund- 
ing tiieir  quota,  on  the  ground  that  the  in  crease 
of  the  duties  would  promote  the  interests  of 
manufactures.  I  cannot  a^^ree  with  the  Senator 
that  those  States  would  assume  a  pontioa  so 
utterly  nntenable  as  to  refuse  to  renmd  a  de- 
podt  which  their  fidth  wonld  be  plighted  to 
return,  and  rest  the  refusal  on  the  ground 
pr^wiiog  to  lay  a  tax,  beoanae  it  woold  be  « 
bonotT  to  them,  and  wonld  oooseqnently  throw 
the  whcdebnrden  of  tlietazfm  the  other  States 
Bal^  be  this  as  it  may,  I  oau  tell  tlie  Senator 
ibMf  if  tiu7 should  take* oonrse  so  nnjust  and 
monstrous,  he  maj  be  assured  that  the  other 
States  would  most  unquestionably  re^dst  the 
increase  of  the  imposts ;  so  that  the  GSovem- 
ment  wonld  have  to  take  its  choice,  either  to 
go  withoat  the  money,  or  call  on  the  States 
to  refund  the  deposits.  But  I  so  fkr  agree  widi 
the  Senator  as  to  believe  that  Congress  woold 
be  very  reluctant  to  make  the  call ;  that  it 
would  not  make  it  till,  from  the  wants  of  the 
Treasury,  it  should  become  aboolnt^  neoes- 
eary;  and  that,  in  order  to  avoid  au^neoeari^, 
it  would  resort  to  a  jnatand  pn^tereomomyui 
the  publio  expenditures  as  the  prefnvble  alters 
native.  I  see  in  this,  however,  mneh  good  in- 
stead d  evil.  The  Govenmient  has  long  since 
departed  finmi  habits  ot  eoraunny,  and  has  &Deo 
into  a  profusion,  a  wost^  and  aa  extravagance 
in  its  disbureenienta^  raroiy  eqnalled  anj  free 
State,  and  which  threatens  the  most  dlaasbraos 
oonseqnenoes. 

Bnt  I  afii  hi^ip^  to  think  that  the  gronnd  on 
which  the  objection  of  the  Senator  stands  mar 
be  removed,  without  materially  impiuring  tiie 
proviritms  of  the  bill.  It  will  require  but  the 
addition  of  a  few  words  to  mnove  it,  by  ^v- 
ing  to  the  deports  all  tiie  advantages,  withoat 
the  ejections  which  he  propoeea  trr  hb  |dan. 
It  will  be  ea^  to  provide  tiiat  the  States  rtiall 
authorize  tiie  proper  offloers  to  give  negoti- 
able oertifioates  of  deposit,  which  shall  n(A  bear 
interest  till  demanded,  when  they  shall  bear  the 
usual  rates  till  paid.  Such  certificates  would 
be,  in  fact.  State  stocks,  every  way  amilar  to 
that  in  which  the  Senator  proposes  to  vest  the 
surplus,  but  with  this  striking  superiority :  that, 
instead  of  being  partial,  and  limited  to  a  few 
States,  they  would  be  fairly  and  justly  appor- 
tioned among  the  several  States.  They  would 
have  another  striking  advsntage  over  his. 
They  wonld  create  among  all  the  monbera  of 
the  oonfMeracy  reciprocally  the  relation  of 
debtor  and  ereditw,  in  propcHrtion  to  ih^  relo- 
tive  weight  in  the  nm(m;  wUeh,  in  effect, 
would  leave  them  in  their  present  relation,  and 
would  of  course  avoid  the  danger  tiiat  would 
result  from  his  plan,  which,  as  has  been  shown, 
woidd  necessarily  make  a  part  of  the  States 
debtors  to  the  rest,  with  all  the  danger  result- 
ingfrom such  relation. 

The  next  objection  of  the  Senator  is  to  the 
ratio  of  distribution,  proposed  in  the  bill,  amoog 
the  States,  which  he  pronounces  to  be  nnequai. 
If  not  unconstitutional.   He  indsta  that  the 
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fane  principle  would  be  to  distribate  the  enr- 
]das  among  the  States  in  proportion  to  the  rep- 
resentation in  the  HoQse  of  BepresentaliTes. 
without  iaclnding  the  Senators,  as  is  proposed 
in  the  bill ;  for^which  he  relies  on  the  &ct,  that, 
by  the  constitntion,  representation  and  taxa- 
tion are  to  be  apportioned  in  the  same  manner 
among  the  States. 

The  Senate  will  see  that  the  effect  of  adopt- 
ing the  ratio  supported  \>y  the  Senator  would 
be  to  flavor  the  luge  States,  while  that,  la  the 
bill  will  be  more  faTon^e  to  the  nsalL 

The  State  T  in  part  represent  oooai^  %  nea* 
tral  position  between  the  two.  She  cannot  be 
oonsidered  either  a  large  or  a  small  State,  form- 
ing, aa  she  does,  one  tw^tj-fonrth  part  of 
the  Union,  and  of  course  it  is  the  same  to  her 
whichever  ratio  ma^  be  adopted.  But  I  prefer 
the  one  contained  in  my  amendment,  on  the 
ground  that  it  represents  the  relative  weight 
of  the  States  in  the  Ooremment.  It  is  the 
weight  assigned  to  them  in  the  choice  of  the 
President  and  Vice  President  in  the  electoral 
college,  and,  of  course,  in  the  administration 
of  the  laws.  It  is  also  that  asrigned  to  them 
in  the  making  of  the  laws  b7  the  action  of  the 
two  Honses,  and  oomsiKHids  Twy  neai^  to 
their  wra^t  in  the  jndidal  department  of  the 
Government ;  the  jndges  being  nominated  hy 
tiie  President  and  confirmed  by  the  Senate.  In 
addition,  I  was  influenced  in  selecting  the  ratio 
hj  the  belief  that  it  was  a  wise  and  magoani- 
moos  course,  in  case  of  doubt,  to  favor  the 
weaker  members  of  the  confederaoj.  The 
larger  can  alwajs  take  care  of  themselves,  and, 
to  avoid  jealousy  and  improi>er  feeUogs,  ought 
to  act  liberally  towards  the  weaker  members 
of  the  confederacy.  To  which  may  be  added, 
that  I  am  of  the  impreasion  that,  even  on  the 
prindple  assumed  by  the  Senator,  that  the  dis- 
tribution of  flie  snrnlnfl  ought  to  be  apportioned 
on  the  ratio  with  direct  taxation,  (whioh  may 
be  veil  doubted,)  the  ratio  which  I  support 
would  conform  in  practice  more  nearly  to  the 
principle  than  that  which  he  supports.  It  is  a 
uct  not  generally  known,  that  representation 
in  the  other  House,  and  direct  taxes,  should 
they  be  laid,  would  be  far  from  being  equal, 
although  the  constitution  provides  that  they 
i^ould  be.  The  inequality  would  result  from 
the  mode  of  apportioning  the  representatives. 
Instead  of  apportioning  them  among  the  States, 
as  near  as  may  be,  as  directed  by  the  constitu- 
tion, aa  artificial  mode  of  distribution  has  been 
ad<^ed,  which  in  its  effects  gives  to  the  large 
States  a  greater  number,  and  to  the  small  a  lent 
titan  that  to  which  they  are  entitied.  I  would 
refer  those  who  may  desire  to  understand  how 
this  inequality  is  effected,  to  the  discission  In 
this  body  on  the  ^portionment  bill,  under  the 
last  census.  So  great  is  this  inequality,  that, 
were  a  direct  tax  to  be  laid,  New  York,  lor  ia- 
stance,  would  have  at  least  three  members 
more  than  her  apportionment  of  the  tax  would 
require.  The  ratio  which  I  have  proposed 
woiold,  I  admit,  produce  as  gcsat  an  inequality 
-Vol.  m-49 


in  favor  of  some  of  tiie  small  States,  particular- 
ly the  old,  whose  population  is  nearly  station- 
ary ;  bat,  among  the  new  and  growing  members 
of  the  ooQfbderacy,*which  constitute  the  great- 
er portion  (tf  the  small  States,  it  would  not 
^ve  them  a  larger  share  of  the  deponts  than 
what  they  would  be  entitled  to  on  the  principle 
of  direct  taxes.  But  the  objection  of  the  Sen- 
ator to  the  ratio  of  distribution,  like  his  objec- 
tion to  the  condition  on  whioh  the  bill  proposes 
to  make  it,  is  a  matter  of  small  comparmtive 
consequence.  I  am  prepared,  in  the  qiliit  of 
o(Hic«8noD,  to  adopt  ^ther,  as  one  or  the  other 
mvr  1m  more  acceptable  to  the  Senate. 

It  now  remains  to  compare  the  disporition  of 
the  surplus  proposed  in  tne  bill  with  the  others 
I  have  diBCQflsed ;  and,  unless  I  am  greatiy  de- 
ceived, it  possesses  great  advantages  over  tiiem. 
Oompared  with  the  scheme  of  expending  the 
surplus,  its  advantage  la,  that  it  would  avoid 
the  extravagance  and  waste  which  must  result 
from  suddenly  more  than  quadrupling  the  ex- ' 
penditures,  witiiout  a  oorrmpondmg  organiza- 
tion in  the  disbursing  deparbnent  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  enforoe  economy  and  renxmribUity. 
It  would  also  avfdd  the  divwrion  of  so  large  a 
portion  of  the  industry  of  the  country  from  its 
present  nsefid  direction  to  unproductive  objects, 
with  heavy  loss  to  the  wealth  and  prosperity 
of  the  country,  as  has  been  shown ;  while  It 
would,  at  the  same  time,  avoid  the  increase  of 
the  patronage  and  influence  of  the  Government, 
with  all  their  corruption  and  danger  to  the  lib- 
erty  and  institutions  of  the  country.  But  its 
advantages  would  not  be  limited  ramp^  to 
avoiding  the  evil  of  extravagant  and  useless 
disbursements.  It  would  oonier  positive  bene- 
fits, by  enabling  the  States  to  dischai^  their 
debts,  and  complete  a  systun  of  intenial  im- 
imraneDts  by  railroad  and  canals,  wMdi 
would  not  on^  greatiy  strengthen  tiw  bonds 
ot  the  otmfKlflraciT,  but  inorease  its  power,  ij 
augmenting  infinitely  our  resources  and  pro»' 
perity. 

I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  compare  the 
disposition  of  the  snrplns  which  is  proposed  in 
the  bill  with  the  dangerous,  and,  I  must  say, 
wicked  scheme  of  leaving  the  public  ftands 
where  they  are,  in  the  banks  of  deposit,  to  Im 
loaned  out  by  those  institntims  to  speculators 
and  partiaana,  without  snthoiitor  or  oontnd  (tf 
law. 

Oompared  with  the  plan  proposed  by  the 
Senator  from  New  York,  it  is  snffiaent)  to'prore 
its  Bupoiority,  to  sar  tiiaL  while  it  avc^  all  of 
the  dqjeotuxis  to  whioh  his  is  liable,  it  at  the 
same  time  possesses  all  the  advantages,  with 
others  peculiar  to  itsell  Among  these,  one  of 
the  most  prominent  is,  that  it  provides  the  only 
effident  remedy  for  the  deep-seated  disease 
whioh  now  afflicts  the  body  politic,  and  which 
threatens  to  terminate  so  fatally,  unless  it  be 
speedily  and  effectually  arrested. 

I  have  now,  sud  Mr.  0.,  stated  what,  in  my 
opinion,  ought  to  l>e  done  with  the  sur^us. 
Another  questitm  still  remains— not  what  aball, 
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bat  what  will,  be  dooe  with  the  Borpluat  "With 
a  few  remarks  on  this  qnestion,  I  shall  conclnde 
what  I  lateaded  to  bi^. 

There  was  a  time,  in  th^  better  days  of  the 
republic,  when  to  show  what  ought  to  be  done, 
was  to  ensure  the  adoption  of  the  measure. 
Those*  days  hare  passed  away,  I  fear,  forever. 
A  power  has  risen  ap  in  the  GoTemment  great- 
er than  the  people  themselres,  consisting  of 
many  and  Tarioos  and  powerfol  interests,  com- 
bined into  one  mass,  and  hdd  together  by  the 
eohedve  power  of  tbe  vast  flarplns  in  the  banks. 
This  mighty  combiiiatioa  wiu  be  opposed  to 
any  dia^e;  and  it  is  to  be  £3ared  that  snoh  is 
its  inflnenoe  that  no  measure  to  which  it  is  op- 
posed can  become  a  law,  however  eiqwdtent 
and  necessary,  and  that  the  pnblio  money  will 
remun  in  their  possession,  to  be  disposed  of^ 
not  as  the  pablio  interest,  but  as  theirs  may 
dictate.  The  time,  indeed,  seems  fast  ^preach- 
ing, when  no  law  can  pass,  nor  any  honor  be 
coid'erred,  ft*om  the  Chief  Magistrate  to  tiie 
tide-waiter,  without  the  assent  of  this  power- 
fol and  interested  combination,  which  is  steadily 
becoming  the  Government  Itael^  to  the  utter 
subvernon  <tf  the  authority  of  the  people. 
Nay,  I  fear  we  are  In  the  mtdst  of  and  I 
look  with  anxiety  to  the  fete  of  this  measure 
as  the  test  whether  we  are  or  not 

If  nothing  should  be  done;  if  the  money, 
which  justly  belongs  to  the  people,  be  left 
where  It  ia,  with  the  many  end  overwhelming 
objections  to  it,  the  fiict  will  prove  that  a  great 
and  radical  change  has  been  effected ;  Uiat  the 
Government  is  subverted ;  that  the  authority 
of  the  people  is  suppressed  by  a  union  of  the 
banks  and  Executive — a  union  a  hundred  times 
more  dsogerons  than  that  of  church  and  state, 
agaiast  which  the  oonstitntion  has  so  Jealondy 
guarded.  It  would  be  the  announcement  of  a 
Btate  of  thiugs,  ftom  which,  it  is  to  be  feared, 
there  can  be  no  reoovery— a  state  of  bonndleas 
cormptioo,  and  the  lowest  and  basest  snbservi- 
ency.  It  seems  to  be  the  order  of  Providence 
tht^  with  tiie  exception  of  these,  a  people  may 
reeover  from  any  other  evil.  Piracy,  robbery, 
and  violence,  of  any  description,  may,  as  bbtory 
proves,  be  followed  by  virtue,  patriotism,  and 
m  national  greatness ;  bnt  where  is  the  example 
to  be  found,  of  a  degenerate,  corrupt,  and  sub- 
servient people,  who  have  ever  recovered  th^ 
virtue  and  patriotism  t  Their  doom  has  ever 
been  the  lowest  state  of  wretchedness  and  mis- 
ery; scorned,  trodden  down,  and  obliterated 
forever  from  the  list  of  nations.  May  Heaven 
grant  tiiat  saeh  may  never  be  onr  do(»n ! 

Ur.  BnoEAKAH  said  he  would  make  a  few 
remarks  upon  the  pluu  proposed  the  Sen- 
ators from  South  Oarolma  and  New  York, 
for  disposing  of  the  surplus  in  the  Treasury; 
and,  first,  in  regard  to  th^  of  the  Senator 
from  South  Oarolina.  He  proposes  to  loan  the 
balance  remaning  In  the  Treasury  at  the  end 
of  each  year,  until  June,  1842,  (after  deductdug 
therefrom  |3,000,000J  to  the  several  States, 
«ithont  intwest ;  eada  State  reo^ving  meh  a 


[Hat,  1886. 

proportion  of  the  whole  amount  as  her  Senators 
ana  Be^resentativea  in  Congress  bear  to  tbe 
whole  number  of  members  of  both  Houses. 
The  sums  are  to  be  refunded  to  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States  at  such  tinaes  as  Congress 
shall  by  law  provide. 

Ur.  B.  said  he  would  waive  for  the  present 
any  coostitational  doubts  which  may  exist  in 
regard  to  the  power  of  Congress  to  distribute 
among  the  several  States  the  snrplos  revenue 
deriv^  from  taxation.  He  would  merely  re- 
mark that,  if  we  do  not  tkmmss  the  power  to 
make  nch  a  distribntion,  tie  could  not  paroeive 
by  what  authority  we  oonld  make  the  wan  pro- 
posed by  Hie  gentleman.  If  you  have  not  the 
power  to  give  the  principal,  whence  can  yon 
derive  your  power  to  give  the  interest  t  To 
loan  the  States  this  money,  without  interest,  is 
to  make  Ibem  a  donation  of  an  annuity  equal 
to  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  for  an  indefinite 
period,  on  the  sums  which  they  may  respec- 
tively receive.  In  any  constitntional  view  of 
the  sul^ect,  he  could  not  perceive  how  the  in- 
terest could  share  a  difierent  iiate  from  that  of 
the  principal.  This  was  not  to  be  a  mere  de- 
posit with  the  States  for  safe  keeping ;  it  waa 
mtended  by  all  that  the  money  should  he  used 
by  the  States  in  the  eonstraotion'  of  iotenial 
improvements,  in  the  payment  of  their  debta^ 
and  in  accomplishing  every  object  which  they 
might  deem  ns^l.  If  we  possess  the  power 
to  loan  t^e  pubUo  money  to  the  States  in  this 
manner,  we  might  at  once  give  it  to  them  ab- 
solutely. 

The  leading  objection  which  he  had  to  this 
system  was,  that  its  direct  and  continning  ten- 
dency, at  least  nntil  1812,  would  be  to  create  a 
bias  in  the  Senators  and  Bepresentatives  of  the 
States  in  Congress  in  oppontion  to  the  fair  and 
effident  administration  of  the  fbderal  Gorem- 
ment  The  Senator  from  Sonth  OaroUna,  feel- 
ing the  force  of  this  olfleetlaD,  has  attempted 
to  obviate  it  by  stating  tnat  the  strong  tendency 
of  the  action  of  this  Government  was  towards 
consolidation,  and  this  proposition  would  be 
useful  as  a  counteracting  force.  Mr.  B.  would 
now  neither  dispute  nor  affirm  the  pn^Msition 
of  the  Senator  in  regard  to  the  central  tendency 
of  this  Government ;  but  this  he  would  say,  that, 
in  avoiding  Scylla,  we  must  take  care  not  to 
rush  into  Oharybdis.  He  thought  the  counter- 
acting  power  of  the  gentleman^  bill  would  be 
so  excessive  that  it  might  drive  us  into  the  op- 
posite extreme,  and  thus  become  daogerous. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  greatly  prc^rred  the  distribu- 
tion proposed  by  the  land  biU  to  that  of  the 
Senatw  from  South  Carolina.  The  same  ob- 
jection did  not  exist  to  it.  It  assumed  as  a 
prin«ple  that  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  sales  cf 
the  pablio  lands  belonged  to  the  States.  It 
withdrew  from  this  w)vemment  the  entire 
fnnd.  It  would  leave  us  to  administer  tbe 
Government  out  of  the  other  means  which  still 
re'mained.  It  was  a  fixed  and  certain  mode, 
and  did  not  seek  to  disbibnte  a  mere  surplos 
ot  what  mlg^t  raoain  in  the  Tnaaoiy  after 
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w©  had  provided  for  other  oHects.  Besides, 
the  money  was  granted  absolately,  and  not 
loaned  to  the  States.  But  he  did  not  intend 
to  disotuB  the  merits  or  demeiita  (tf  the  land 
biH  npon  the  present  occasloa. 


Thdxsdat,  Jane  2. 

'   Iwendimy  PublicatioTu. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  OALHotm,  the  Senate  took 
np  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  circulation,  tlu^ngh 
the  mails,  of  Incendiary  pnblioations. 

Mr.  Gbdndt  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  oat  all  after  the  enacting  danse,  and 
inserting  a  snbstitnte. 

Mr.  Oalhouit  moved  to  amend  fh6  amend- 
mvit  by  providing  that  where  taioendiary  pnb- 
lications  are  sent  to  the  States  where  snob 
pnblioatioQs  are  prohibited  by  law,  they  shall 
be  delivered  to  snch  persons  as  may  be  ap- 
pointed to  receive  them,  and  when  there  are 
no  snch  persons  appointed  to  receive  them, 
they  shall  be  bomt ;  or  otherwise  dLq)osed 
nnder  the  r^;nlations  of  the  Post  OfBoe  Depart- 
ment 

On  taking  the  question,  this  amendment  was 
lost — ^yeas  16,  nays  15,  as  follows : 

Tub. —  Uesirs.  Black,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
Cuthbert,  Goldsborough,  Grundy,  Kent,  King  of 
Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Moored  ll'Icholas,  Bives, 
Walker,  White— Ifi. 

Kats. — Messrs.  Benton,  Boehanan,  Davis,  Hen- 
dricks, Hubbard,  Korris,  FrenUss,  Robinson,  8hep- 
lej,  Soatfaard,  Swift,  TaUmadge,  Tomlinson,  Web- 
ster, Wright— IS. 

After  remarks  from  Messrs.  Mobbib,  Cxl- 
Hocjr,  Ema  of  Greor^^  and  Gbdtot,  the  qoes- 
tioQ  was  taken  on  Mr.  Gbdsdt's  snbsUtute; 
and  it  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

The  amendment  of  the  committee  was  con- 
enrred  in,  and  the  question  on  ordering  the  bill 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  was  oarried 
— yeas  18,  nays  18,  as  follows;  the  Gbair  vot- 
ing in  the  affirmative : 

Teas. —  Uessrs.  Black,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Cuthbert,  Ooldeborovrii,  Orundy,  Kiog  of 
Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Uoore,  Nicholas,  Pres* 
too.  Rives,  Robinson,  Tollmadge,  WoUur,  White, 
Wright— 18. 

Nats.- Uessrs.  Benton,  Claj,  Davis,  Ewing  of 
Illinois,  Kwing  of  Ohio,  HeDdrick&  Hubbard,  Kent, 
Morris,  Nilcs,  Prentiss,  Ruggles,  Shepley,  Southard, 
Swift,  TomQnson,  Wall,  Webster^lS. 


TunoAT,  Jnne  7. 

DUtrict  BavJct — Stcharter  and  Beitrictiont. 

The  bill  to  extend  the  charters  of  certain 
banks  in  the  District  of  Colombia,  was  taken 
up ;  and  the  qaestion  being  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill, 

Mr.  WniaHT  spoke  against  the  passage  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Emani  made  a  few  remarks  in  re^dy. 


Mr.  KiLBs  also  spoke  in  favor  of  the  InlL 
Mr.  Bbnton  opposed  the  passage  of  the  bilL 
Mr.  Eme,  of  Alabama,  again  vindicated  the 
bill  and  the  banks,  and  w^ged  eroecially  the 
distrcBBintt  results  to  the  District  of  the  failure 
of  tbe  hill,  or  of  any  great  and  sndden  qhange 
in  the  cnrrency  of  the  District 
After  some  ftirther  remarks  from  Mr.  Wal- 

EXB, 

The  qaestion  was  taken  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  and  decided  as  follows : 

Yeas. — ^Uessrs.  Black,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Golds- 
borough,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Ala- 
bama, Knight,  Iieigh,  Nuidaln,  Nicholas,  Porter, 
PrenUas,  lUves,  Southard,  Siri^  Tollmadge,  T<h&- 
Unson,  Walker,  Websteiv.se. 

Nats. — Hesars.  Benton,  Ewing  of  TUinois,  King 
of  Georgia,  linn,  HcKean,  Hangom,  Morris,  Niles, 
BobinsoD,  Ruggles,  Sheplev,  WalL  White,  Wright 
—14. 

After  transacting  some  other  bnsineas, 
The  Senate  a^oomed. 


Wbdhssdat,  Jane  8. 

Tnemdiary  JPublieaHofUt 

On  motion  of  Mr.  OAmotrw,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  bill  to  proUbit  deputy 
postmasters  from  receiving  and  transmitting 
certain  papers  described  therein,  in  the  States 
in  which  they  are,  or  may  be,  prohibited  by 
law. 

A  discnsnon  arose,  in  which  Mr.  Wbbsteb, 
Mr.  BnonANAN,  Mr.  Datib,  JSi.  Clsinn>T,  Mr. 
Olat,  and  Mr.  Oalhoux  took  part— when. 

The  qnestion  b^ng  on  tLe  passage  of  the 
bill — 

Mr.  OuTHBBBT  rose  to  request  that  the  Senate 
wonld,  by  tbe  postponement  of  the  snbject  for 
a  short  t^e,  aUow  him  an  opportunity  of  being 
heard  on -it  when  his  health  was  better. 

Mr.  0.  tiien  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  ta- 
ble ;  which  motion  was  lost 

The  bill  was  then  rtyected  by  the  following 
vote: 

YzAS. —  Messrs.  Black,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
houn, Cuthbert,  Grundf,  King  of  Alabama,  King 
of  Georgia,  Mongum,  Moore,  Nicholas,  Porter, 
Preston,  Rives,  Robinson,  Tallmadge,  Walker, 
White,  Wright— 19. 

Nats. —  Messrs.  Benton,  Clay,  Crittenden,  Davis, 
Ewing  of  nilDois,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Goldsborough, 
Hendricks,  Hubbard,  Kent,  Knight,  Leigh,  McKean, 
Morris,  Naudain,  Niles,  Prentiss,  Rn^es,  ^epley, 
Southard,  Sirift,  Tipton,  Tomlinsm,  Wall,  Webster 
— 2«. 


T&UB8DAT,  June  9. 
Limitaiion  an  Seuwni  o/  Oongrm. 

The  following  Message  was  recuved  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States : 
To  ths  Sniatt  of  th4  UnittdBtaUt: 

The  set  of  Congress  "  to  appc^t  a  day  for  the 
annual  meeting  of  Congress,"  which  originated  In 
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tha  Ssnate,  hu  not  received  my  sig&fttnre.  Tfae 
power  of  Congrem  to  fix,  hj  I»w,  a  day  for  the 
regtUar  annnal  meeting  of  Congress  is  ondoabted ; 
but  the  concladiDg  part  of  tnu  act,  which  is  in- 
tended to  fix  the  oiqjoaniment  of  every  Booceeding 
Coogresfl  to  the  second  Monday  in  Hay,  after  the 
oommeDceraent  of  the  first  aeairioo,  does  not  appear 
to  me  in  aeetwdance  with  the  proTiriou  of  the  Ood- 
Btitntion  of  the  United  States. 

The  constitutioa  provides — 

lat  article,  6th  section — "That  neither  Honse, 
during  the  session  of  Congress,  shall,  without  tiie 
consent  of  the  other,  adjourn  for  more  than  three 
days,  nor  to  any  other  ^ace  than  that  in  which  the 
two  Houses  shall  be  sitting." 

lat  article,  6th  section — "  That  every  order, 
restdotion,  or  vote,  to  which  the  coccorrenoe  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  may  Im  aeees- 
sary,  (except  on  the  qu^tion  of  a^oumment,)  shall 
be  presented  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and,  before  the  same  shall  take  effect,  shall  be  ap- 
proved of  by  lum,"  Ac. 

2d  article,  2d  section—"  That  he  (the  Preddent) 
mty,  on  extraordinary  occarions,  convene  both 
Hooses  of  Congress,  or  dther  of  them;  and,  incase 
dlMgreemeDt  between  them  with  respect  to  the 
time  of  acljournment,  he  may  a^fosm  them  to  such 
times  as  he  thinics  proper,"  Ac. 

According  to  these  provinons,  the  day  of  the 
adjournment  of  Congress  is  not  the  snt^eot  of 
legislative  enactment.  Ezoept  iatlM  erent  of  dis- 
•gieement  between  tin  Senate  and  Honse  of  Rep- 
resentatives, the  Preddent  has  no  tight  to  meddle 
irith  tiie  question,  and,  in  ttiat  event,  ids  power  is 
exclnuve,  bnt  confined  to  fixing  the  adjonmment  of 
the  Congress  whose  branches  have  dis^^ed.  The 
question  of  adjonmment  is  obviously  to  be  decided 
by  each  Congress  for  itself,  by  the  separate  action 
of  each  House  for  the  time  being,  and  Is  one  of 
those  Bol^ects  upon  which  the  framers  of  thai  in* 
Btrument  ^d  not  intend  one  Congress  ihonld  act, 
with  or  without  the  executive  aid,  tot  its  snoeoasors. 
As  a  substitute  for  the  present  rule,  which  requires 
the  two  Houses  by  consent  to  fix  the  day  of  ad- 
journment, and,  in  the  event  of  disagreenient,  the 
President  to  dedde,  it  is  proposed  to  fix  the  day  by 
Uw,  to  be  Uuding  in  all  fotare  time,  unless  changed 
by  consent  of  bMh  Houses  of  CongresB,  and  to  take 
away  the  contingent  power  of  the  Executive,  which, 
ia  anticipated  cases  of  disagreement,  is  vested  in 
him.  This  substitute  is  to  apply,  not  to  the  present 
Congress  and  Executive,  but  to  our  successors. 
Conudering,  therefore,  that  this  subject  exdodvdy 
bdongs  to  WW  two  Houses  of  OoDgreas,  whose  day 
of  atUouniment  Is  to  be  fixed,  and  that  each  has  at 
that  time  the  right  to  maintidn  and  in^t  upon  its 
own  Ofdnion,  and  to  require  the  President  to  dedde 
hi  the  event  of  disagreement  with  the  other,  I  am 
constrained  to  deny  my  sanction  to  tiie  act  herewith 
respectfully  returned  to  the  Senate.  I  do  so  with 
greater  reluctance,  as,  apart  from  tbta  constitutional 
oifflcnUy,  the  other  providoos  of  it  do  not  appear 
to  ma  obieotiouable. 

ANDREW  JAOESOX. 
WASHDiOTOir,  June  9, 1830. 

The  Keesage  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and 
made  the  order  im  Wedneadar  next 


[Jim^lSSff 
Fbtoat,  June  17. 

The  Ohaib  oonunoiiioated  the  fi^owing  let- 
ter: 

SxKATK  Cbixbxb,  Jwu  16, 1886. 

Sib  :  I  beg  leave  to  inform  the  Senate,  tlirongh 
yon,  tiiat  I  have  resigned  my  seat,  as  a  Senator 
from  the  State  of  Delaware,  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  from  and  after  this  day. 

In  thus  taking  leave  of  the  Senate,  permit  me, 
dr,  to  tendw  to  yon,  and,  throned  yon,  to  the  bod^ 
over  wUch  yon  pr«Me,  the  assoranee  of  my  hi^ 
r^ard. 

I  am,  most  re^ctfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ARNOLD  NAUDAHT. 
To  tbe  Saa,  ISixm  Yah  BirmiH, 
JtendnUo/tkeBmate. 

D^rit  Segulation  SiU—J)tperit  witk 
atatcB—Mr.  CaOi»mC»  Flan, 

The  engrossed  bill  to  regulate  the  depofdts  <tf 
the  pnbiio  money,  &c.,  was  read  a  third  time ; 
and  the  qneatiou  bein^  on  its  passage, 

Hr.  Wkioht  said  a  single  qaestion  had  exdted 
peooliar  interest  with  htm.  He  had  been  most 
anxloas  to  agree  upon  a  bill  to  r^pilate  the  de- 
posits of  the  pablio  money  in  tbe  banks ;  and 
when  he  fomid  that  no  proportion  for  the  dia- 
positioD  of  any  sorpln^  if  sxirplas  there  should 
be,  to  which  be  oould  give  his  assent,  conld 
command  the  support  of  the  m^ority  of  the 
oommittee,  be  had  urged  tbe  separation  of  tbe 
two  subjects,  and  the  report  of  two  separate 
bilbi;  the  one  to  regulate  the  deposits  m  the 
banks,  and  the  other  to  provide  for  a  more 
permanent  diqtorition  oi  ttie  snrplos.  In  this 
ne  waa  miaaoceaaftil,  aa  the  m^ority  of  the  omn- 
mittee  preferred  that  the  two  snt^ects  ahoold 
be  connected  in  the  same  bilL 

Sinoe  tiie  r^rt  of  the  oommittee  of  the 
Senate,  he  had  made  every  proper  effort  in  hia 
power  to  prodnoe  that  separaUon,  and  he  could 
not  bat  congratolate  hims^  npon  the  fact  that 
his  first  efftnrt  was  snccessfal ;  that  the  first  vote 
of  the  Senate  sostained  the  propriety  of  hia 
Tiewa,  and  directed  tbe  separation  of  the  two 
sab^ects,  (which  he  mnst  say  he  considered  in 
their  nature  and  character  entirely  separate,) 
and  the  report  of  ind^tendent  bills  for  each. 

A  reoonsiderotton,  howoTer,  had  been  pro- 
posed, and,  after  a  nl^t'a  deUben^n,  it  was 
carried.  The  motion  to  recommit  waa  tiien 
lost ;  and  the  detenmnation  of  the  Senate  thna 
expressed  that  Uie  two  subjects  shoold  be  oon- 
pled  in  the  same  bill,  and  shoold  atand  or  fall 
together.  From  that  time  (Hr.  W.  said)  be  had 
felt  himself  relief  from  all  resoonsibility  aa 
to  a  deposit  bill  proper.  He  had  found  that 
no  snob  bill  conld  be  paased  in  the  Senate, 
without  incorporating  with  it  a  perfectly  sepa- 
rate and  most  important  provision  for  giving 
the  moneys  in  the  Treasury  to  the  States,  under 
the  name  of  a  deposit  Soeb  a  proTiaion  con- 
tained principles  to  which  he  conld  not,  for  any 
consideradoi^  ^ve  hi»  asMnt;  and  after  that 
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Tote,  therefore,  the  bill  to  him  had  lost  its 

[Mr,  Wright  then  presented  a  dettJled  view,  item 
by  item,  of  the  biUs  then  depending  in  the  two 
Houses,  and  the  amount  demanded  by  each,  and 
■bowed  that  the  aggregate  amounted  to  20  miHione 
more  than  the  amount  than  In  the  Treaatiry : 
and  addedj — 

He  did  not  say  that  theee  appropriations 
wonld  all  be  made.  He  did  not  believe  they 
would  all  be  made;  bat  he  had  intended  to 
select  with  care  and  cantion  sodi  only  as  were 
presented  to  Ooagreas  with  strong  claims ;  of 
many  of  them  he  ooold  say  with  ^ims  which 
seemed  to  him  almost,  if  not  altogether, 
irredstible.  Ho  wonld  then  aak  gentlemen 
who  .dispnted  his  oonclaslons  to  point  oat  the 
important  bills  he  had  enumerated  which 
woold  not  and  onght  not  to  pass.  He  had 
given  particalar  reference  to  the  meatmres,  and 
he  hoped  they  would  put  their  finger  upon 
those  which  they  wonld  oppose. 

Mr.  Calhoun  siud  the  Senator  had  made  use 
of  the  best  of  all  possible  arguments  for  preserv- 
ing the  surplus.  Ko  Senator  had  eaUmated 
the  whole  sorplus  at  the  end  of  the  year  iDcIodiag 
Che  $7,000,000  in  the  United  States  Bank,  and 
ezelnuve  of  tiie  year's  expenffitores,  at  less 
than  $66,000,000.  The  8enaJ»r  from  Kew 
York  had  earnestly  endeavored  to  prove  that 
the  expenditures  m  this  year  of  this  adminis- 
tration would  amount  to  this  $66,000,000.  Mr. 
O.  made  a  solemn  appeal  to  Senators,  whether 
tiiey  were  preparea  to  rise  so  soon  fnnn  an 
annual  Qovemment  expenditure  of  $13,000,- 
000,  then  deemed  prodigal,  to  the  enormous 
sum  of  $66,000,000,  and  that  in  a  time  of  pro- 
found peace.  There  could  possibly  be  no 
stronger  argument  in  favor  or  taking  care  of 
the  surplus.  Mr.  0.  made  a  comparison  be- 
tween the  State  stock  and  State  oepont  pro- 
jects, and  drew  the  obvious  deductions  in 
favor  of  the  lidtor,  expressing  his  aatisfhction 
at  the  great  unanimity  of  the  Senate  on  the 
subject,  and  his  belief  that  but  for  the  opposi- 
tion •from  the  Senator  from  New  York  the 
vote  would  have  been  unanimous. 

Mr.  Walceb  followed  Mr.  Oalhouh. 

The  discQssion  was  continued  by  Mr.  B0- 
OHANAN,  Mr.  Bentoit,  and  Mr.  Taiuiadgb. 

Mr.  Benton  said :  I  come,  Mr.  President  to 
the  second  subject  in  the  bill — ^the  distribution 
feature — and  to  which  the  objections  are,  not 
of  detail,  hut  of  principle :  but  which  objections 
are  so  strong  in  the  ndnd  of  myself  and  some 
Aiends,  that,  far  ftom  shrinking  from  the  con- 
test, and  sneaking  away  in  our  little  minority 
<^  ax  where  we  were  left  last  evening^  we 
come  forwu^  with  unabated  resolution  to 
renew  our  opposition,  and  to  signalize  our 
dissent,  and  anxious  to  have  it  known  that  we 
contended  to  the  last  against  the  seductions  of 
a  measure,  specious  to  the  view,  and  tempting 
.to  the  taste,  bat  franght  with  mlBohiei  and 


fearful  consequences  to  the  character  of  tiiis 
Government,  and  to  the  staUlity  and  hvmony 
of  this  conredera^.  These  o^eotaons  lie  to 
the  13th  section  <rf  the  bill,  which  are  in  these 

words. 

"Sia  IS.  And  b»  it  Jurther  enaeUd,  That  the 
money  which  shall  be  in  the  TreB8Ui7  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  OD  the  lat  day .  of  January,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-seven,  reserTing  ^e  sum  of 
five  millions  of  dollars,  shall  be  deposited  with  the 
several  States,  in  proportion  to  their  rewective 
representation  in  the  Senate  and  House  of  Beim- 
sentatiTfla  of  the  CoDsress  of  the  United  States; 
and  the  Secretary  of  ue  Treasury  shall  deliver  the 
same  to  such  persooi  as  the  seTeral  States  may  au- 
thorise to  receive  it,  on  receiving  oerUflcates  of 
deposit,  signed  by  the  competent  authorities  of 
such  State,  each  for  snob  amount  and  in  such  form 
as  the  Secretan  of  the  nreasuty  may  prescribe, 
which  dull  set  forth  and  express  tlie  obligation  of 
the  State  to  pay  the  amonnt  thereof  to  the  United 
States,  or  their  assigns ;  and  which  said  certificates 
it  shall  be  competent  for  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  hi  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  to  sell  and  asalga  whenerer  it  shall  be  neces- 
sary for  want  of  other  money  in  the  Treasury  to 
meet  appropriations  made  by  Congress ;  all  sales 
and  asdgumenta,  however,  to  be  ratable,  and  In 
Just  and  equal  proportions,  among  all  the  States; 
according  to  the  amounta  received  by  them,  respect- 
ively ;  and  all  such  certificates  of  deposit  shall  be 
subject  to  and  shall  bear  an  interest  of  five  per 
cent,  per  anoum,  payable  half  yearly,  from  the  time 
of  such  sale  and  asslepment,  and  shall  be  redeem- 
able at  the  pleasore  of  the  States  issuing  the  same." 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  passagd  of 
the  bill,  it  was  decided  in  the  affinutiTe^  as 

follows : 

Tkas. — Messrs.  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Chy,  Critten- 
den, Davis,  Ewing  of  IlUaois,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Golds- 
boroueh,  Hendricks,  Hubbanl,  Kent,  King  of  Alaba- 
ma, Emg  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Leigh,  Linn,  HcKean, 
Hangom,  Moore,  Morris,  Nioholas,  Niks,  Page, 
Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Robblns,  Botdnson, 
Buggies,  ^pl^,  Southard,  Swift,  TaUmadge,  Up- 
ton, Tomlinsoo,  Wall,  Webster,  White — 10. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Bebton,  Blade,  Gothbert,  Gnm<^, 
Walker,  Wright— 6. 

The  Senate  then  a^oumed. 


RkTOXDAYj  Jime  18. 

Teeetu. 

Mr.  Olat,  from  the  Committee  on  Torekn 
Belatiooa,  to  whom  were  referred  the  reaoia- 
tions  of  the  Legislature  of  Connectioat|  and  a 
number  of  memorials  and  petitions  from  rari- 
ouB  quartern  praying  Ua  the  recognition  of 
the  independence  of  T«aa«  made  a  report, 
oonoluding  with  the  following  resolution : 

Ruolvd,  That  the  independence  of  Texas  ought 
to  be  acknowledged  by  the  United  States  when- 
ever satisfkctory  information  shall  be  received  that 
it  has  in  successful  operation  a  civil  Government, 
citable  of  pei^miing  the  duties  and  fialfllling  the  ob- 
ligations of  an  independent  power. 
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UoiTDiLT,  Jane  20. 

The  Ohaib  presented  the  credentials  of 
BiOHAKD  B^TABD,  elected  United  States  Sena- 
tor, hy  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Delaware, 
to  fill  the  racaooy  oocadoned  hy  the  resignation 
(^the  hoDoraUe  Abhold  Naudain. 

Itr.  Batabd  took  the  reqni^  oadu 


Wn>HS8DAT,  June  82. 

PMi6  JDqtetitt, 

A  menage  tbb  reoeiTed  fhnn  the  Hoose  of 
BepreeentaliTes,  by  Ur.  Franklin,  tiieir  Clerk, 
stating  tibat  the  Home  had  passed  the  bill 
from  Uie  Senate,  "  to  regulate  the  depodts  of 
the  poblio  money,"  vrita  an  amenwneat,  in 
Thicn  they  reqnested  the  ooDOmrenoe  id  the 
Senate. 

The  amendment  fs  as  follows :  * 

Strike  oat  the  thirteenth  MCtion,  and  inaert,  In 
lieu  thereof,  the  foUowing : 

Sac.  13.  And  b*  it  fttrt/ur  enacted.  That  the 
money  which  ahall  be  ia  the  Treasury  of  the  Uoi* 
ted  SuteB  on  the  let  day  of  Jannary,  1837,  reserv- 
log  the  sum  of  five  mOlfons  of  dollan,  shall  be  de- 
pouted  with  Boch  of  the  seTeral  States,  in  proportion 
to  their  respective  representation  in  the  Senate  and 
House  of  RepresentatiTes  of  Hit  United  States,  as 
shall  by  law  authorize  their  treasurers,  or  the  com- 
petent authorities,  to  receive  the  same  on  the  terms 
hereinafter  specified;  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  sliall  deliver  the  same  to  such  treasurer, 
or  other  competeat  authorities,  on  reeeivine  certi- 
floaiee  of  depoaUs  therefor,  ^gned  by  sodi  com- 
petent autbondea,  in  such  fbrm  as  may  be  preecribed 
by  the  Secretary  aforesaid,  which  certificate  shall 
express  the  usual  and  legal  obllgatloos,  and  shall 
pledge  the  faith  of  the  State  for  the  aafe-keedng 
and  repayment  thereoi^  and  shall  pledge  the  wth 
of  the  States  receiving  the  same  to  pay  the  said 
moneys,  and  every  part  thereof,  from  time  to  time, 
wheneTer  die  same  shall  be  required  by  tiie  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  for  the  purpose  of  defVaying 
any  wants  of  the  public  Treasury  beyond  the  amount 
of  the  five  millions  aforesaid :  Provided^  That,  if 
any  Btate  declines  to  receive  its  proportion  of  the 
sorplas  aforesud,  on  the  terms  before  named,  the 
same  shall  be  depodted  with  the  other  Sutes  agree- 
ing to  accept  the  same  on  deposit,  in  the  propor- 
tion aforewid :  And  pnmded,  further.  That,  When 
said  money,  or  any  part  thereoi,  ahaU  be  wanted  by 
the  said  Secretary,  to  meet  the  appropriations 
made  by  law,  the  same  shali  be  called  for  in  rata- 
ble proportions,  within  one  year,  as  neariy  as  con- 
veniently may  be,  from  the  diOerent  States  with 
which  the  same  ia  deported,  and  shall  not  be  called 
for  in  sums  exceeding  ten  thoosand  dollars,  frtnn 
any  one  State^  in  any  one  month,  widiont  prerious 
notioe  of  thirty  days  for  every  addlUonal  sum  td 
$20,000  which  may  at  any  time  be  required. 

The  ameodmeut  beiiu  read, 

ICr.  Oalhouv  moved  to  1^  it  im  tiie  table 
for  examination ;  vhioh  motion,  after  a  fow 
worda  from  ICr.  Wnsns,  mi  agreed  to. 


*  lb.  OkUwoa's  Btato  divarit  aseUea. 


[ JniB,  1636. 

[The  amendments  of  the  Boose  to  the  Mil 
granting  lands  to  tiie  State  of  Alabama,  for  the 
porposes  specified  therein,  was  taken  np,  and 
ooncnrred  in.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oalhocst,  tiie  Swate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  amendment  to  the 
depont  bill. 

Mr.  Oalhovit  moved  that  the  Senate  oononr 
in  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Wkbstbb  expressed  his  aoqaiescenoe,  - 
but  said  he  should  have  preferred  the  bill  as  it 
went  from  the  Senate,  as  it  was  tiien  in  a  fonn 
which  disconnected  it  most  completely  from 
the  State  Governments. 

Mr.  Mosma  objected  to  the  motion  to  oon- 
onr, as  he  thooght  the  amendm«it  by  vludi 
tite  States  vere  tmund  to  repay  the  depoait 
on  the  demond  of  the  General  Government 
very  exceptionable,  and  likely  to  lead  to  aeri- 
oQs  abnses. 

Mr.  BuoHAiTAN  Bud :  The  House  objected  to 
the  Senate  bill,  that  it  placed  the  money  in 
the  State  treasuries,  not  as  a  pnblio  deposit, 
because  the  Federal  Government  did  not  re- 
serve the  power  to  reclaim  the  money  at  any 
time,  and  that  this  was  not  a  constitutional 
mode  of  depositing.  The  bill  was  amended  to 
obviate  the  objection,  and  he  hoped  the  amend- 
ment would  be  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Calhous  said  the  principles  of  the  bill 
had  not  been  nhaoged,  and  he  hoped  the 
Senate  would  come  to  a  vote.  No  Seeretaiy 
of  the  Treasury  will  ever  call  for  this  money. 

Mr.  Clay  deemed  the  bill  as  amended  better 
than  it  was  before,  because  it  now  contained 
a  restriction  on  the  Treasury  in  calling  in  the 
money,  so  that  it  would  not  be  in  the  power 
of  the  Treasury  to  distress  the  banks.  He 
also  understood  that  the  amendment  wonld 
quiet  constitutional  scruples  somewhere,  and 
he  was  himself  disposed  to  reapect  and  qniet 
scruples  of  that  kind  anyhow  and  anywhere. 

The  amendment  was  then  ooncnrred  in. 

Aijownmmt  Veto. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  eonsidwatint 
of  the  Message  of  the  President  <tf  the  United 
Statc^  retnmiog  the  bill  to  fix  the  iaj  fot  the 
annaal  meeting  of  Ocmgressj  with  Us  oqeotiona 
thereto. 

The  goestion  being  on  the  passage  of  thd  bill, 
the  objections  of  the  President  thereto  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding,  a  debate  ensued,  in 
which  Mr,  Clayton,  Mr  Wbbstee,  Mr.  Pbxs- 
ToiT,  Mr.  Batabd,  Mr.  Clat,  Mr.  Leigh,  Mr. 
CALHonN,  against,  and  Mr.  Bivas  and  Mr. 
Shbflbt  in  favor  of  the  opinion  of  the  Presi- 
dent, purtioipated. 

The  Inllwaa  laid  on  the  table  till  to-morrow. 


TaimaDAT,  JuneSS. 

Jbteph  Orant. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ehioht,  the  bill  to  «xt«id 
the  patent  rig^t  of  Jos^h  Grant,  to  makiog 
hat  bodies,  was  taken  np. 
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Jtmpk  Grant. 


[Bairj 


Hr.  Knight  addressed  the  Oh«r  in  its  favor. 
Vessrs.  Wall  and  Nn^  opposed  it;  after 
irhich,  it  was  laid  on  the  taUe. 
The  Senate  a^oomed. 


FniDi-T,  Jane  24. 
J%«  JVovy. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Sodthabd,  tiie  bHl  for  the 
(Hvanization  of  the  navy  was  taken  np. 

Mr.  B.  observed  that  the  objections  hereto- 
fore made  to  this  bill  were  to  the  miniber  of 
persons  to  be  promoted  to  the  grade  of  admyal. 
With  a  view  to  try  the  sense  of  the  Senate, 
he  wonld  more  to  strike  ont  the  four  rear 
admirals. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  leaving  in  the 
bill  one  admiral,  and  two  vice  admirals. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Citthbsrt, 
SouTHABD,  and  Webster,  and  other  Senators, 
the  bill  was  so  amended  as  to  provide  for  one 
admir^  one  vice  admiral,  and  three  rear 
admirals ;  after  which,  it  waa  <wdered  to  be 
engroBsed  for  a  third  reading. 


MoiTOAT,  Jnne  27. 
Adjournment  Veto* 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  Message 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  retni-n- 
Ing  the  bill  fixing  a  day  for  the  annnal  meeting 
of  Congress,  and  for  the  close  of  the  first 
session  of  each  Congress. 

The  question  being  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill)  the  objections  of  the  Freddeut  to  the 
oontraiT  notwithstanding, 

Hr.  PoBTKB  said  he  bad  voted  against  the 
bill  whan  it  waa  brought  forward,  bat  he  was 
opposed  to  the  grounds  taken  by  the  Presi- 
dent, 

Mr.  Waix  snstained  the  argument  of  the 
President  in  a  few  observations. 

Mr.  SouTHABD  had  voted  against  the  bill, 
becaose  he  oon^dered  that  its  provisions  in- 
volved an  inconvenience ;  bnt  he  was  satisfied 
that  Congress  bad  the  constitntional  power  to 
pass  tiie  law,  and  he  conld  not  therefore  sustain 
the  veto,  bat  should  vote  for  tiie  bill,  the 
decided  vote  of  the  two  Houses  having  settled 
the  question  of  expediency. 

Hr.  NnjiS  sustained  the  prindples  of  the 
message,  and  maintained  that  tiie  bill  could 
not  be  sustainable,  becaose  it  fettered  the 
successors  of  the  Coi^ess  which  passed  the 
law. 

Mr.  Walbxb  referred  to  the  oonstitation  to 
show  that,  when  a  bill  was  vetoed  by  the 
President,  it  was  not  required  of  Congress  to 
reconsider  his  reasons,  but  only  to  reconsider 
the  bill. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  the  Pre^dent's  objectiona  notwitb- 
standing,  and  decided  as  follows : 

Teas.— Messrs,  Bayard,  Bochanan,  Clay,  ClsTton, 


Davis,  Goldsboroagh,  Hendricks,  Kent,  Knight, 
tf  orris,  Bobbins,  Bobio«pD,  Soathard,  Swift,  Tipton, 
Webstep— 16. 

Nats. — Uessrs.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Calhoun, 
Cntbbwt,  Swing  of  Illinois,  Qmndy,  Hubbard,  King 
of  Alabama,  K^  of  Georgia,  Lei^,  Unn,  Ifaiigiini, 
Nicholas,  Nilfls,  Page,  Porter,  Bives,  Talhnadge, 
Walker,  Wall,  Wfait^  Wr^t— Ut. 

Bo  the  bill  was  r^eoted. 

t/0MpA  Grant. 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Grant  was 
taken  up,  and  the  amendment  moved  by  Mr. 
Walkeb  on  Saturday  being  agreed  to,  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed :-— yeas  17,  nays  14. 


TnsDXT,  Jane  2S. 

Bt^pmngiRgMMoluHimr — Nsu  Tori  Leffittative 
ImtrvetioTU. 

Mr.  WmoBT  presented  resolations  of  the 
Legislature  of  New  Yorlc,  ins^cting  their 
Senators  to  support  JSi.  Buttojt'b  ezpunginf 
resolutions.  Mr.  W.  said  that  he  had  naa 
these  resolutions  in  his  poasesdon  for  some 
time,  and  had  only  delayed  presenting  them 
till  the  snbject  was  called  up  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Clat  observed  that,  as  the  resolution  of 
the  Senator  from  Tennessee  was  disposed  of^ 
he  thonght  it  would  be  proper  to  take  up  the 
other  reaolntioD  on  the  same  snbject  and  dis- 
pose of  it  also.  He  had  not  the  chai^  of  these 
resolutions,  and  would  therefore  make  no 
motion. 

Mr.  CuTTON  said  that  he  would  move  to 
take  it  up.  He  did  not  wish  to  make  a  speech 
on  it,  bat  having  been  instracted  by  his  Le^ 
latare  to  vote  against  these  expunging  res^a- 
tions,  he  wished  to  record  his  vote  In  obe^oioe 
to  his  Instructions. 

Mr.  Wbioht  observed  that  there  were  only 
thirty  Senators  present,  and  he  hardly  thought 
gentiemen  woold  take  a  qnesticm  of  aut^ 
importance  when  the  Senate  was  so  thinly 
attended. 

Mr.  Bbntos  sf^d  that  he  had  intended  to  ask 
for  the  vote  on  his  resolution  after  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senator  from  Tennessee  was  dis- 
posed of;  or  ratiier  to  give  notice  of  the  hoar 
when  he  would  call  it  up,  in  order  that  there 
might  be  a  full  attendance  of  Senators  when 
they  came  to  tiie  vote.  If  12  o'dook  to-mor- 
row was  ai^eeable  to  the  Senate,  ho  vonld 
call  ap  the  resolation  at  that  nour. 

Hr.  OuTTOv  concurred  In  Ifr.  BiBToa^i 
notice^  and  witMrew  his  motion. 

Jo%epTi  Grant. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KmoBT,  the  vote  by  which 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Grant  had  been 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  was  reconsidered. 

It  was  then  moved  by  Mr.  Knight  to  strike 
out  the  amendment  which  secured  fVom  harm 
those  who  had  used  the  invention  (for  hat 
bodies)  mnce  the  patent  had  expired|  which 
this  bill  was  intended  to  renew. 
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Some  disooasion  took  pkee^  in  whioh  Mr. 
BnoaLBS,  lb.  TsiaHT,  Mr.  Pdbteb,  Mr.  Gut- 
Toir,  Mr.  Out,  Mr.  FsBBioir,  Mr.  EnraBT,  and 
Mr.  HiLBB,  took  part 

The  ayes  and  noes  were  then  demanded  bj 
Mr.  Wbioht,  and  ordered,  on  the  raoUon  to 
atxike  out. 

The  question  was  then  abont  to  he  taken, 
when  lb.  HcBBABD  moTed  to  lay  tite  bill  on  the 
table ;  whloh  was  ded^  in  the  negative — 
yeas  18,  nays  20. 

The  qoestion  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
to  reconsider  the  vote  amending  the  bill  by 
inserting  the  proviso,  and  deoidea  in  the  nega- 
tive—yeas 18,  nays  19. 

Hie  question  was  then  taken  cm  the  oigrois- 
ment  of  the  bill,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive — ^yeas  19,  nays  IT. 

p?he  bill  was  to  renew  a  patent,  expired 
perhaps  two  years  ago,  for  a  machine  for 
making  bat  bodies.  Since  the  expiration  of 
the  patent,  the  invoition  had  fallen  into  the 
pnbhc  hands,  and  was  now  In  common  nse. 
Mr.  BnooLBs  introdaced  an  amendment  to 
secure  to  those  who  have  the  machines  the 
right  of  nsing  them,  notwithstanding  the 
renewal  of  the  patent.  The  bill  had  been 
ori^nally  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  with  this 
amendment  ingrafted  npon  It;  bnt  as  it  was 
oompluned  that  this  prevwitod  the  patentee 
£h»n  making  any  adTantage  of  his  invention, 
Hie  Emotion  to  recondder  was  made.] 


Thdbsdat,  Jnne  80. 

The  YioB  Fkesidbni  announced  that  he 
should  not  resmne  the  CQiair,  doring  the  pres- 
ent seerioD,  after  this  day. 

Siqninginff  RetoluUon. 

Mr.  Bbbtoit,  aft^  a  few  remarks,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  cause  which  prevented  Mm  from 
oalling  np  the  exponfpng  resolntion  yesterdi^, 
said  he  left  it  to  the  Senate  to  act  in  retoenoe 
to  it  as  they  might  think  proper. 

After  a  few  ranarka  firon  Mr.  Pbebton,  Mr. 
Olat,  and  Ifr.  Bnmnr,  the  aalject  was  finally 
dropped. 

Mr.  Out  said  that  he  wonid  take  the  op- 
portonity  of  My\n%  that  it  Iiad  becu  his  fixed 
purpose,  oonfiidering  the  relation  in  which  he 
stood  to  the  resolntion  March,  1884,  and  to 
the  Senate  as  having  offered  it  to  address 
the  Senate  on  the  scbject  of  it.  He  was 
particnlarly  desirous  to  have  vincUcated  the 
resolntion  in  the  assertion  whidi  it  con- 
tained of  the  exercise  of  executive  power  in 
dentition  from  the  eonstitntion  and  lam  of 
the  United  States.  After  the  Aillest  reflection, 
Us  Judgment  renudned  unchanged,  that  it  was 
an  exercise  of  illegal  and  unooustitntional 
power,  and  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the 
people  of  this  country.  And  if  he  could  have 
seen  a  suitable  occasion,  after  hearing  all  that 
oould  be  urged  against  the  resolution,  he  dioold 
have  endeaT(ffed  to  tnatnt^^^n^     argument,  that 


[Jdxx,  1B8C. 

pn^MMition.  But  it  has  been  so  treated,  firom 
time  to  time,  taken  np  and  laid  upon  the  taUe^ 
(tiie  last  time  to  aflSnd  an  t^iportnnity  to  Um 
present  Chief  Madstrate  <tf  sn  eastern  State 
to  deUverhis  sentunenta  upon  it,  when  he  (Mr. 
0.)  was  detained  from  the  Senate  by  the  illnesa 
of  a  member  oS  his  fiunily,)  that  ne  had  not 
seen  a  fit  moment  when  be  coold,  according 
to  bis  sense  of  propriety,  address  the  Senate. 
It  is  now,  as  every  Senator  must  feel,  entirely 
too  late  in  the  sesdon,  wh^  important  pafalie 
business  was  pressing  upon  both  Houses,  to 
protract  the  discussion  upon  this  resolutitm. 
Mr.  0,  was  anxious  to  have  brought  forward 
froih  the  present  democratic  fountain  in  this 
country  a  precedent,  on  all  substantial  points 
directiy  applicable,  against  the  prooess  of 
mutilating  and  axpunguig  the  journals  of  tiie 
Senate.  But,  solicitous  as  he  was  to  ^soasa 
the  particular  topic,  and  to  spread  bef<i»«  the 
Senate,  the  precedent  to  which  he  referred,  he 
could  not  think  of  trespasaiDg  on  the  time 
of  the  Senate  during  the  precious  moments 
that  remained.  With  respect  to  the  final  dis- 
position to  be  made  of  the  resolution,  he  was 
content  to  acquiesce  in  any  decirion  ttie  Senate 
might  think  proper  to  make.   If  it  Iw  its 

Sleasure  to  take  up  the  rescdution  and  pass 
efinitivety  upon  it,  without  farther  debate^ 
he  would  be  satisfied. 

The  fonowing  Message  was  reodved  from 
the  PrasideDt  of  the  United  States: 

WASHnroTON,  JuM  so,  1886. 

To  iJu  BmaU  and  HovM  of  Jt^fntnUativtt  : 

It  becomes  my  painful  duty  to  announoe  to  you 
the  melaDebfl^  Intelligenoe  (w  the  desth  of  Jakks 
HiDisoir,  Ez-Preddeot  of  the  United  States.  II9 
deputed  this  life  at  half-part  dz  o'clock,  on  the 
morning  of  the  28th  instant,  foil  of  yeats  and  ftill 
of  honors. 

I  hasten  tills  eommuoleaUon,  In  order  that  Con- 
gross  may  adopt  such  measures  as  may  be  proper 
to  tmtlfy  their  sense  of  the  respect  which  is  doe  to 
the  memory  of  one  whose  life  has  eODtrfbnted  a» 
essentially  to  the  bai^nesaand  glory  (tf  Us  country, 
and  to  the  good  of  mankind.  ' 

ANDREW  JACSaON. 

Mr.  RtvBS  addressed  the  Senate  as  follows : 
Mr.  President,  I  feel  that  it  would  be  an  act 
of  sacrilegious  temerity,  were  I  to  att^pt  to 
add  to  the  intrinsio  pathos  of  the  melancholy 
intelligence  Just  announced  to  us  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  by  any  thing  in  the 
way  of  eulogy  on  tiie  ofaaiaoter  of  the  great 
man  whose  decease  he  has  omnmunioated  to  us. 
The  euk^  of  1&.  Madison  is  written  in  byvj 
page  of  the  hlstoir  of  lus  oountly,  to  whose 
service  his  whole  life  was  devoted,  and  with 
every  great  event  in  who§e  annsls  his  name 
stands  conspicuously  and  enduringly  identified. 
Filled,  however,  as  his  life  wm,  from  its 
dawn  to  its  dose,  with  labors  of  patriotism  end 
aiqwior  wisdom,  there  is  me  great  work  oC 
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hiB  which  must  ever  recnr  prominentlj  to  the 
grateful  monory  d  his  country.  He  was,  in 
an  eapedai  nwnnar,  the  finmder  and  anthor  of 
&at  glorious  coDstitotion  which  is  the  htmA 
of  oTtr  Union  and  the  charter  of  onr  liberties, 
and  it  was  graoionslj  voachsafed  to  him,  in 
tUe  order  of  providenoe,  to  witness,  for  a  longer 
period  than  any  of  bis  illostrioos  colleafmea, 
the  rich  blessings  whi(^  have  resulted  from 
its  establishmnjt.  He  was  the  last  sorviving 
Bigoer  of  that  sacred  instmrnent  Amid  the 
general  ^ef  which  pervades  the  nation,  may 
we  not  mdulge  one  consolation  at  least,  in 
the  hope  t^t  his  death,  whilst  adding  the  last 
seal  to  his  own  &me  and  glcny,  will,  in  some 
Bort^  oanMiise  the  work  of  his  hands,  and  sar* 
nmnd  with  a  new  Tweratitni  that  predons 
idk)  of  the  wisdom  oi  om  departed  patriots 
and  sages. 

Bnt,  sir,  I  will  not  spealc  of  the  public  lifb 
of  Ur.  Madison ;  it  is  known  to  as  all ;  it  is 
appreciated  br  iu  alL  It  was  my  privily 
to  see  and  to  know  him  in  the  scenes  of  that 
dassic  retirement  in  which  he  passed  the  even- 
ing of  his  days.  It  was  there  that  the  mild 
lostre  of  his  private  virtnes,  which  formed  the 
crowning  grace  of  his  character,  and  is  the 
iDdiBpensable  oomplement  of  a  tme  public 
glory,  was  seen  and  felt.  Bat  who  can  paint 
him  there!  "Who  can  adeqaately  describe 
that  fascinating  saavity  of  temper  and  man- 
ners, that  spirit  and  graoe  of  conversation  so 
happily  Uended  with  the  oradlflB  philosophy 
and  experience,  that  amiable  and  cultivated 
benevolence,  ever  watchful  of  the  feelings  and 
comfort  of  others,  even  in  the  minatest  trifles, 
which,  together,  formed,  around  the  hearth 
of  Montpeiier,  a  groap  of  social  virtnes  and 
attractions  which,  however  incompetent  the 
powers  of  laognage  to  portray,  none  who  have 
felt  their  influence  can  ever  foiget  1  In  speak- 
ing of  these  things,  Mr.  President,  I  am  bat 
too  forcibly  reminded  of  my  own  personal  loss 
in  the  gfflieral  and  national  calamity  which  we 
all  bewail.  I  was  the  neighbor  of  Mr,  MadisoOf 
sir,  and  enjoyed  his  kindness  and  friendship ; 
and  i^  in  speaking  of  a  great  national  bereave- 
ment, my  mind  recurs  too  fondly  to  the  chasm 
his  oerai  haa  left  in  the  immediate  drcle 
of  his  friends,  something,  I  trost,  will  be  par- 
doned to  the  feelings  of  the  heart 

It  is  my  melancholy  satisfaction  to  have 
received,  in  all  probability,  the  last  letter 
ever  sipied  by  his  hand.  It  bears  date  only 
six  days  before  his  death,  and  furnishes,  in  its 
contents,  a  striking  illostratioa  of  that  amiable 
benevolence,  and  senubility  to  the  kindness  of 
oth«*8,  whidi  formed  so  prominent  a  trait  in 
his  character.  In  that  letter,  which  ia  now 
before  me,  he  qwke  of  his  enfeebled  health, 
and  his  trembling  and  unsteady  aignatore,  so 
mnoh  in  contrast  with  the  nsnal  firmness  and 
regularity  of  his  writing,  bore  a  graphic  and 
melancholy  intimation  of  his  approaching  end. 
StiU  I  trusted  that  his  light  might  hold  out  to 
the  4th  of  July,  tliat  he  might  be  raafaHred  on 


that  glorious  anniversary  to  an  immortal  oom- 
paniooship  with  those  great  men  and  patriots 
with  whom  he  had  been  intimately  connected 
in  life,  and  whose  ooinddent  deaths,  on  the 
birthday  of  the  nation^s  freedom,  had  icoDarted 
to  that  day,  if  jiossible,  an  additional  anu  mys< 
terioos  illostration.  But  it  has  been  ordwed 
otherwise.  His  career  haa  been  dosed  at  an 
e|>och  whidi,  forty-nine  years  ago,  witnessed 
his  most  efficient  labors  in  the  illustrioas 
assembly  which  lud  the  foundations  of  onr 
present  system  of  Government,  and  will  thus, 
by  the  remembrance  of  his  death,  as  well  as  by 
the  services  of  his  life,  more  closely  associate 
him  with  that  great  work  which  is  at  once  the 
source  and  the  guarantee  of  his  oountiy'a 
hMwpiness  and  ^orr. 

what  honors.  Ur.  Freddent,  are  ther&  In- 
whidi  we  can  do  Justice  to  a  character  wni<m 
history  will  hold  up  to  future  ages  as  a  modd 
of  public  and  private  virtue,  not  surpassed  by 
the  bri^test  examples  in  ancient  or  modem 
times  >  Sir,  there  are  none.  Still  It  is  proper 
that,  as  representatives  of  the  American  people, 
we  shoold  show,  by  some  suitable  manifesta- 
tions, how  rincerdy  and  deeply  we  participate 
in  the  universal  feding  of  gnef  on  this  mourn- 
ful occasion;  and  I  move  you,  therefore,  the 
following  resolution : 

Jisaolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  on  the 
part  of  Uie  Senate,  to  jdn  sodi  committee  as  may 
be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  House,  to  consider 
and  report  by  what  token  of  respect  and  afiectioa 
it  may  be  proper  for  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  to  espreSB  the  deep  senability  of  the  nation 
to  the  event  of  the  decease  of  Hr.  Hadison,  just 
announced  by  the  Freddeat  of  the  United  States. 

The  resolutum  was  unanimoudy  adopted; 
and. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bivxs,  the  oommittee  was 
^pointed  by  the  Ohdr,  consisting  of  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen ;  Messrs.  Rivas,  Clat,  Oaj> 
HODB,  Gbdsst,  Buohjlbjjt,  Iaqh,  aud  Taiat 

lUDOK. 

SuppUmentary  DepoHt  BiU. 

The  bill  snpplementd  to  the  act  to  regulate 
the  public  depodta  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Tkab. — HessTS.  Bayard,  Buchuao,  Clayton,  Cuth- 
bert,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Ooldsborongb,  Hen- 
diieks,  Kent,  Kios  of  Alabanw,  KIdk  of  Oeor^ 
Lhu,  Nicholas,  Nitos,  Page,  Porter,  Preston,  Rob- 
bins,  Robinson,  Southard,  Swift,  Tomlinsoo,  Wall, 
Wright— 24. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Benton,  &«wn,  MaDgtun,  Moore 
Walker,  WUte—e. 

Eetpoet  to  Jianut  MadUon. 
Mr.  BiTBS,  from  the  sdect  committee  u>- 
pointed  to  meet  snoh  oommittee  as  mit^t  be 
appointed  by  the  other  House  to  consider  and 
report  b^  what  token  of  respect  and  affection 
it  may  be  proper  fbr  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  to  e^iresB  the  dem  Bendbility  of  the  na- 
tion In  the  event  of  the  decease  of  Mr.  Madlaon, 
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reported  the  following  molation^  which  were 
muDUDOiulj  adopted : 

"  The  Freaident  of  the  United  States  having  oom- 
mnnicated  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  the 
melanohol;  intelligence  of  the  death  of  their  Illus* 
trious  fellow-citizen,  Junes  Hadlaon,  of  Yirgioia, 
bte  Fretddent  of  the  United  States^  and  the  two 
Houses  sharing  fn  the  general  grief  whidi  this  dla- 
tressing  erent  must  produce — 

"Baolvtd  by  the  Senate  amd  B«m  ((f  Rnramt- 
ativea  of  the  United  Statet  of  Aamioa  in  Congrea* 
atmmbted,  That  the  chaits  of  the  Frwldent  of  Ute 
Senate  and  of  the  Speaker  of  the  Honse  of  Repre- 
sentaUTes  be  shrouded  in  black  during  the  residue 
of  ^e  session,  and  that  the  Freudentof  the  Senate, 
the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  RepreseDtatives,  and 
the  members  and  oflScers  of  both  Houses,  wear  the 
nsoal  ba<^  of  mourning  for  thirty  days. 

"  JSmomm^  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  people 
of  Uie  United  States  to  wear  crape  on  tlie  left  arm, 
as  mourning,  for  thirty  days. 

'•Iteeoiv^  That  the  Fresident  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of  these 
resolnUons  to  Mrs.  Madison,  and  to  assure  her  of 
the  profound  respect  of  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress for  her  person  and  eltaracter,  and  of  their 
■inoere  condolence  on  the  late  afflicting  dispensation 
(tfProTldepce.** 


Pbidat,  JvHj  1. 
Prttident  of  eA«  BmaU  fro  t$m^ 

At  eleven  o'clock,  A.  U.,  the  Secretary  call- 
ed the  Senate  to  order ;  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wkbstbb,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  election  of  a  President  pro  tern. ; 
and  the  ballots  being  coooted,  it  appeared  that 
Hr.  EiKo,  of  Alabama,  was  elected  President 
of  the  Senate,  pro  tern.,  and  he  was  conducted 
to  the  chair  by  Mr.  White. 

The  President  pro  tem.  retnmed  his  thanks 
to  the  following  effect : 

QeniUmen  of  the  Senate:  This  flattering  manifes- 
tation of  the  confidence  and  respect  of  my  brother 
Senators  fills  my  heart  with  the  ureliest  sendbUity, 

To  be  called  to  raeside  over  tlie  deliberations  of 
the  Senate  of  the  iTnited  States,  disthiguished  as  it 
la  for  intelligence,  moral  worth,  sod  a  patriotic  de- 
ToUon  to  the  principles  of  liberty,  is  an  honor  of 
which  the  first  in  this  land  might  be  justly  proud. 
I  shall  enter,  gentlemen,  open  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  which  your  kindness  has  deroWed  upon  me, 
with  the  detenniuation  to  discharge  them  sealoua- 
1^,  fiulhfUIy,  and  impartially.  I  am,  howoTer, 
fiuly  aware  that,  onless  I  am  aostained  by  tiw 
Senate,  all  my  eflbrts  correetl^  and  nseAilly  to  die* 
charge  them  must  prove  rain  and  fruitiess;  but 
the  order,  the  decorum,  which  has  heretofore  so 
eminently  disUnguiahed  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States;  the  courtesy  and  good  feeling  which  has 
uniformly  marked  the  official  and  soidulnteroonrse 
of  its  members,  gives  to  me  the  stnnigeat  asaarance 
that  I  may  confidently  rely  on  their  kindness  and 
support.  I  earnestly  request  honorable  Senators 
to  make  proper  allowances  for  the  errors  into 
wUcb  I  may  occasionally  fidl,  and  to  aid  me  in 
oORMting  them. 


[Jolt, 188S. 


Texat. 

Mr.  PsBBTON  moved  the  Senate  to  take  up 
the  resolation  of  the  Committee  on  Fordga 
Belations,  on  the  sobject  of  Texas. 

Mr.  Prbston  made  some  remarks,  in  the 
coarse  of  which  he  stated  that  he  had  with 
difflcnlty  restrained  himself  from  offering  an 
amendment  to  recognize  the  independenoe  of 
Texas  immediately.  He  gave  a  bnef  narrative 
of  the  events  of  the  revolntion  in  Texas,  and 
rtated  liiat  he  had  this  morning  reedvea  aa-- 
theutio  inlSwniadoni  in  the  form  of  a  lett« 
from  "Mr.  Anadn,  which  omflrms  the  statement 
that  General  fllaaola  had  carried  into  effect  the 
armistice  ^reed  on  between  the  Texan  Goveni- 
ment  and  Santa  Anna.  This  tre^r  Mr.  P. 
regarded  as  amoanting  to  a  reo(^ition  on  the 
part  of  Mexico  of  the  independenoe  of  Texaa. 
The  Vice  President  of  Texas  was  about  to  pro- 
ceed to  Vera  Omz,  to  enforce  from  the  moutha 
of  the  Texan  gans  the  oonolanon  of  a  defini- 
tive treaty  of  peace  between  the  two  ooantries. 

Mr.  Clat  said  he  had  no  objection  to  the 
amendment,  as  it  is  in  consonance  with  the  tone 
of  the  report  He  did  not  agree  that  Uie  iact 
of  a  new  State  having  ezpeued  her  enemy,  or 
having  even  04>tnred  the  head  of  the  bostfle 
foroe,  was,  of  itself  snffident  to  warrant  a 
recognition  of  her  independoice  as  one  ot  the 
family  of  nations.  In  roferenoe  to  the  remark 
of  the  Senator  that  Texas  only  ooald  carry  into 
effect  the  treaty  we  have  nc^tiated  with  Mex- 
ico, (Mr.  0.  said,)  no  principle  in  the  law  of 
nanons  was  more  settled  than  that  the  branches 
of  a  nation  were  boond  to  fulfil  the  stipulations 
of  a  treaty  made  by  the  head ;  and  Texas  was 
now  as  mooh  boand  by  the  trea^  with  Mexico^ 
as  was  Mexico  herself. 

Mr.  WiBSTEB  added  a  few  words  to  exprea 
his  entire  acqnieaoenoe  in  the  resolntion  cf  the 
oommittee  and  the  amendment.  He  was  will- 
ing to  go  bo  &r  as  to  TOte  fkuds  to  enaUe  the 
Pre^dent  to  send  out  a  proper  minister.  Bat 
ag^nst  a  direct  reoMnition  he  thon^t  there 
existed  strong  objections.  It  was  the  propw 
function  of  the  Premdent  to  take  the  lead  in 
this  matter.  He  was  of  the  opiidon  that  the 
recency  of  the  revolntion  was  an  ot{}eoti(m  to 
immediate  rect^itaon. 

Mr.  "Wxuaa  made  some  remarks  to  show 
that  Mexico  had  never  exercised  the  power  of 
^vemment  in  Texas,  except  dnring  a  short 
mterval  when  Santa  Anna  was  in  Texas. 

Mr.  BiTOHAKAH  coQonrred  in  every  sentiment 
expressed  in  the  report  of  the  oommittee,  and 
congratulated  the  Senate  on  the  nwotade  ex- 
hibited by  the  peojde  ^  the  United  States^ 
who,  althongh  operated  upon  bjr  the  stjoogest 
feelings  of  indignation  at  tiie  oatrageoos  con- 
dnct  at  the  Mexicans,  had  confined  themselves 
within  the  limits  of  onr  established  policy.  He 
did  not  perceive  that  any  disadvantage  conld 
result  to  Texas  from  a  little  delay,  now  that 
she  is  in  tilie  full  tide  of  her  proepcffit^. 
Mr.  Oalhoch  congratulated  the  Senate  on 
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the  tone  of  the  disonasiim ;  stated  that  be  had 
hoped  we  ahoold  be  reod^  to  reoogniM  Tezss 
before  now ;  hat  under  eziating  cinnimstances, 
he  thought  we  should  only  go  at  present  so  far 
as  the  report  and  resolotioD  contemplate. 

Mr.  Nius  stud  that  he  did  not  wish  to  pro- 
long the  debate ;  jet,  fh)m  the  relation  in 
which  he  stood  to  the  sobjeot,  he  felt  it  a  duty 
to  express  bis  approbation  of  the  resolution 
which  had  been  reported  hy  the  Oommittee  on 
Foreign  Affturs.  He  fully  concurred  in  the 
Tiews  of  the  committee.  He  bought  they  bad 
gone  far  enongh,  and  bad  stopped  at  the  proper 
point.  He  had  on  a  former  occasion  expressed 
the  opinion  tba^  it  wonld  be  premature  onqaali- 
fiedly  to  reoognize  Uie  independoice  of  Texas 
at  this  time,  and  he  had  seen  nothing  to  ohuige 
this  opinitm. 

Hr.  SouTHAXD  said ; 

I  am  not  prepared  to  nnlte  in  the  general 
expression  of  a  belief  that  the  independence  of 
Texas  is  secored,  and  her  strnggle  OTer.  It 
seems  to  me  impossible  that  tms  can  be  the 
case.  Texas  may — she  probably  will — at  some 
period,  perhaps  not  remote,  establish  her  inde- 
pendence on  a  foundation  which  Mexico  cannot 
shake.  She  has  temptations  to  offer  to  enter- 
prise, ambition,  and  avarice,  to  the  better  and 
the  baser  passions  of  our  natnre,  which  may 
draw  to  her  very  efficient  aid  in  her  confiiot, 
and  will,  probid>ly,  carry  her  tritunphantly 
through  it 

Mr.  Bbmton  said  he  should  ooiiflae  himself 
strictly  to  the  propontion  presented  in  the 
resolution,  and  uiould  not  complicate  the  ab- 
stract question  of  recognition  with  speculations 
on  the  future  fate  of  Texas.  Such  speculations 
could  have  no  good  effect  upon  eiUier  of  the 
oonntries  interested ;  upon  Mexico,  Texas,  or 
the  United  States.  Texas  has  not  asked  for 
admission  into  this  Union.  Her  independence 
is  still  contested  by  Mexico.  Her  boonduies, 
and  other  importantt  points  in  her  political 
condition,  are  not  yet  adjusted.  To  discnss 
the  qnestion  of  her  admission  into  this  Union, 
under  these  aircomstanoea,  is  to  treat  her  with 
disrespeot,  to  embrdl  onraelTes  with  Ifodco, 
to  ocnnpromiBe  the  disinterestediwH  of  our 
motiTea  in  the  eyes  of  Enrope,  and  to  start 
among  ourselves  prematorely,  and  without 
reMon,  a  qnestitm,  which,  whenever  it  comes, 


cannot  be  without  its  own  intrindo  difflotdtiea 

and  perplexities. 

I  voted  in  1821  to  acknowledge  the  absolute 
independence  of  Mexico ;  I  vote  now  to  recog- 
nize the  oontingmt  and  expected  independence 
of  Texas.  In  both  oases  the  vote  is  given  upon 
the  same  principle-^pon  the  princ^le  of  dls- 
Jnnotion  where  oonjnnotlon  is  imp<n^ble  or 
disastrous.  The  union  of  Mexico  and  Sptdn 
had  become  impossible;  that  of  Mexcio  and 
Texas  is  no  longer  desirable  or  poceible.  A 
more  fatal  present  could  not  be  made  than  that 
of  the  future  incorporation  of  the  Texas  of  La 
SaUe  with  the  ancient  empire  of  Montezuma. 
They  could  not  live  together,  and  extermination 
is  not  the  genius  of  the  age ;  and,  besides,  is 
more  easily  talked  of  than  done.  Bloodshed 
onhr  could  be  tiie  fruit  of  their  conjunction ; 
and  every  drop  of  that  blood  would  be  the 
dragon's  teeth  sown  upon  the  earth.  No  wise 
Ifozioan  should  wish  to  have  this  Tnjan  hone 
shut  up  within  their  walls. 

The  debate  was  continued  Mr.  Pbkbtoit, 
who  asked  for  the  yeas  and  ni^  on  the  resolu- 
tion ;  and  it  was  unanimonsly  adopted. 


MoNDAT,  July  4. 
Adjournment. 

After  the  consideration  of  executive  business, 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Donblbon,  his 
secretary,  stating  that  he  had  ^gned  the  several 
bills  (speci^ing  them  by  their  titles)  sulnuitted 
to  him  on  that  daj. 

The  motion  snbrnitted  by  Mr.  Obdhdt,  for 
the  appointment  of  a  joint  oommittee  to  wait 
on  the  President  of  the  United  Btatea  to  infimn- 
him  that  the  two  Houses  <tf  Congress  were 
ready  to  adjourn,  and  desiring  to  know  wheth- 
er he  bad  any  further  commnnicationa  to  vaaika 
to  them,  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

After  waiting  some  time, 

Mr.  Gruitdt,  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed to  watt  on  the  President,  reported  ^at 
they  bad  performed  the  duty  assigned  them, 
and  that  tne  President  had  answered  that  he 
had  no  further  communications  to  make  to 
OongresB. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Bvohakav, 

The  Senate  a^onmed  mm  di*. 
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of  the  country  Indeed  elngular,  378;  change  In  alz 
montha,  £78 ;  the  Secretary  dlstorbed  this  state  of  peooe, 
879 ;  general  enbetaace  of  the  bUl,  ST9 ;  conttnne  the 
preaant  bank  alz  yean  without  tho  oxdnatvo  right,  119; 
^TO  U  BO  oUm  to  nnowil^STO;  ottw  HettiMi^  tSBt 
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the  true  QDwtloii  before  Congreaa  aod  the  conntiy— 
bank  or  no  bttnk,  881 ;  CongTHS  no  power  to  pm  andi 
«  Ull,  383;  Et  U  nld,  we  must  have  a  bank,  288;  the 
nMon,3SS;  all  trouble  grows  oat  of  the  Improper  action 
ortldsbaiik,S88;  It  b  ■aid,  Ulb  ooontrr  wnnot  anatain 
tha  winding  op  of  the  aflUntrf  Ola  bank,  S88;  oonntiy 
xUh  and  proaperooi  In  an  onnsnal  degree,  888;  nncer- 
talu^  H  to  tlia  otjaet  of  the  meaaore,  186;  Cbe  dlstreaa, 
S8B ;  bnt  Uttle  Importanoe  whether  fb»  renewal  Is  fin- 
six  yean  or  longer,  986 ;  the  ounenoy  a  delicate  snljaet, 
S86;  laws  which  govern  the  cirenlatlon,  S8A ;  an  unfixed, 
ansUI>le,and  flnctoatlng  cmrenoy  la  to  bo  ranked  among 
tbe  moat  finltfttl  eonrces  of  avll,  BST ;  what  la  the  ear- 
taoer  of  the  TMted  Stateat  S6T;  <rftwo  onmBdaa  In 
•  Btate,  the  cheap  wlQazpel  the  4eai;98r;  teoden^trf 
ear  banka  to  temilnata  their  eareer  In  anapenalon  of 
^ede  paTHMnt^  888;  wbat  Is  the  dlseaae  whldt  afflicts 
OUT  sjfltem  T  S88 ;  the  States  can  do  nothing  to  restore 
orarreatthe  progress  of  the  B7Bta]D,S8S;  what  means 
do  we  possess,  and  how  can  they  be  appUed?  888;  a 
bank  the  remedy,  889 ;  how  la  a  bank  to  correct  the  ex- 
cess of  the  banUng  afsteml  888 ;  dlTeid^  of  opInhHia, 
S89. 

The  Qoremment  Intended  to  be  «  hard  nrnwy  Qor- 
•mment,  2W ;  the  conatitntlon,  390 ;  action  of  Cmigmt, 
890 ;  expressions  of  aged  and  eminent  statesmen,  890 ; 
specie  abnndant  for  a  drcolatlon,  391 ;  the  supply,  891 ; 
the  French  currency,  293 ;  the  present  moment  bTor- 
able  for  those  measures,  393;  Hamilton's  plan,  898; 
nicety  teqolred  to  ai^Dat  the  relatlre  value  of  gold  and 
sUTer,398;  the  proporUoa cstaUlahed, 3M;  iftbe batik 
Is  debated,  tiis  eBrreney  Is  relbined,  IM;  fhlsa  ntaw 
pat  on  (gold  had  rendered  the  mint  ahenrd,  SMf;  gold 
goes  where  It  finds  Its  nine,  996;  rates  In  En^And 
and  France,  S9&. 

In  the  Eonse,  a  memorial  ftom  the  Gorernmant  di- 
rectors preaented,  891 ;  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  891 }  memorial  from  tbe  bank,  891 ; 
mf^red,  893. 

In  the  Houa,  a  letter  from  the  Saeretkry  of  the 
TreasairrelaUTetodrsftiof thsbaiik,648.  BuAOta, 

Scmlbruj4  Act.— Set  Indece,  toIs.  8, 8, 7, 

Sanitt  2>ipo9tt—lTi  the  Senate,  a  resohitlcn  InstmcOng  fba 

Rnanee  Committee  to  Investigate  th«  oondltlon  ot,  oon- 

■Uered,  8R4;  adopted,  884. 
In  tbe  Honae,  a  reaoliitlon  for  the  Oommlttee  of 

nnanoe  to  alt  dnrtng  renew  to  Investigata,  oonUsMd, 

884;  agreed  tOi  884. 

tlon  relative  to  tbe  deposit  banks  olTbred,  491;  bnportaot 
tn  th«  Honse  to  know  the  exact  oondltlon  of  these  banks, 
4tl ;  shonld  sot  be  encombered  with  extraneons  In- 
qolrlea,  4St\  obfeot  of  the  amendment  to  make  the  In- 
quiry broad,  498 ;  what  was  the  reply  when  this  Inflnv 
matlon  was  asked  of  the  United  States  Bank  f  498 ;  ez- 
tneta  from  the  report,  498 ;  expoB6  of  the  bank,  494 ; 
«xtiaats,4H;  Gbazgea,4M;  proof; 484;  fiutber  debate, 

J>tpotllBt0iaallanBa.—Ja  Hw  Bvn*,  thabm  «ob- 
aldered,  496 ;  des^ned  to  regnkte  tho  manner  of  their 
•election,  etc.,  400;  powers  of  the  ExeeativenndeT  the 
bin,  49S;  n6  power  In  Oongreas  to  oraats  a  regnUtor, 
49T;  memorial  of  the  bank  for  renewal  In  1811,  objeoted 
to  the  Btate  banks,  49T;  Odlatln's  report,  487;  State 
banks  not  regarded  as  Ineapsble  of  doing  the  pnbUe 
bnsIneBB,  498 ;  power  of  the  Beerataty,  during  flie  exbt- 
«nce  of  the  bank,  to  employ  Btate  banks  In  eertaln 
eaae^  498 ;  Stale  banks  are  as  competent  as  a  National 
bank  to  discbarge  tbe  datl«B  rMjnlred,  499;  details  of  tbe 
Un,  dM;  tfa»  poww  Marred  t«  Ooogma  to  nmn, 
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absolute,  490 ;  power  of  making  selections  eonttmied  la 
the  Secretary,  490 ;  securities  to  be  tsken,  400 ;  manner 
and  terma  on  which  tbe  banks  are  to  be  employed,  000 ! 
bills  lees  than  five  dollaie  not  to  be  Issnod,  900;  other 
^otUou,  BOL 

Change  of  views,  601;  tUi  bOt  gives  flw  saBotfam  of 
Congreaa  to  an  lllepa  act  oftheSxMntlve,  009;  the  set 
of  the  President  gave  Mm  eonttol  of  th*  pnbllo  money, 
603;  power  eonftrred  on  the  Beovtary  by  tbe  4th  seo- 
tlon,008;  other  provisions  of  the  bDl,  COS,  SM;  this  la 
wM  to  be  tbe  only  measnre  of  relief  the  oonntry  noed^ 
004;  the  selection  of  banks  ought  to  be  made  by  Con-' 
gresi^  605 ;  it  raqnlros  no  eompensatlon  from  the  Btate 
bsiikaforthsnae4rfthspnbUemonsy,00e;  noseenrlty 
against  tbe  dangers  of  foreign  InflneDea  and  capital,  509 ; 
Bmlt  the  use  *rf  traasfor  cbedts,  606;  ao  ♦xamlnaBoa 
provided  for,  606 ;  the  selected  banks  are  not  reqolrod 
to  reoelva  each  other's  paper,  60& 

Tbe  government  shoald  ba  dlseonneotod  from  the 
banks,  6011;  all  attempts  to  control  Btate  banks  oonfarary 
to  the  CouUtntlon,  606;  simplicity  of  the  measure, 
601;  atwUUuddlsgtbedepodta  from  the  UnltedStates 
Beiift,thvbaeomerab)eettothe  law  «tf 'SI;  aod  go  to 
fbe  TManrer,  616;  State  banks  aeemmtaUe  to  him, 
616;  It  la  said  the  Secretaryto  tbe  Sscal  agent  of  tbe 
Legtalatnre,  SIT ;  he  la  entirely  Independent  of  the  oon- 
trol  of  Congress  In  this  matter,  61T;  all  the  noise  we 
have  heard  was  the  clamor  of  poUOolans,  617 ;  objects  to 
be  aoeompUsbed  by  tbe  removal  of  the  deposits,  618; 
eondoetofthebank  Inrefbdiqt  to  permit  an  Investlga- 
«on,61»;  ftethsrdd)ata,01t;Ull passed, 619;  ablUto 
ngnU^in;  eflbotof  toe  ageaqyef  the  Mate  bnksb 
<T9;  paved,  m  AsAdM^TsLT. 
Bakkb,  JomT,  Bepieaentatlve  fh»n  Pennsylvania,  883.  iSSw 
IttdM,  voL  11. 

Basbxx,  Hotu,  Bepresentattveftam  Connectlcnt,  88BL  8m 

IndM,  vols.  T,  S,  9, 10^  11. 
Baskr^  Goiaua      Bepreeaotatlve  ttoa  PenseylTanU, 

8S& 

Airraatt  of  JAw  OrlfMt^-Ae  Maa^  TsL  ft 
Bamnna,  DAimLZk,  BapraaeBlallva  from  XTorth  Onnlt 

na,886;«iaBUryoflflBlBtortoXa^Bnd,l8L  Bt*A- 

Oat,  vols.  ^  9;  10, 11. 
B^ns,  lauo  0.,  Bepresentsttra  from  KsauchnMtts,  880; 

on  the  Ocanprondae  601,180.  AeiMeg^ToLlt 
Batb,  JiHM,  on  the  Oompromtsa  bin,  180l  8*4  JhdM 

ToLlL 

Scriturt  at  JTwe  <Mhim— iSie  AdUm,  vol  4;  d«i  of  jflt 

Batus,  Bhkjlbd,  Baaatavfrom  SelnrMe,  in 
BAvuaa,  WiLLiAJi,  Bepreaentatlva  frtxn  Ifaasaehasstti,  88& 
Biixa,  JAMas  M.  tt,  Bepraeeirtaavs  from  Tlrgtnla,  886. 
Bum,  Bammtt  K,  Bepreaentstlve  frgta  Hew  HKmpahtro, 

BSOi 

Bxakdslzt,  Bunm,  BepressntaUve  from  New  York,  886 ; 
on  the  removal  of  tho  depoalts^  tiO;  on  the  esse  of 
Hardeman  Owens,  481.  Sm  /itdst^  voL  11. 
BaATT,  V**™,  BcvrasaatallTe  from  KeBtadtf,  MBL 
Aanwiarrtafs, clgfas ^fi—Sn Mta, Tcli. 9,6,  t  7,8, 
BaAUwtfli^  Aaiwaw,  Bepnasntattre  frm  PenBaylnalei 
881 

BOgiitm,  JRsstoM  fA— tSm  Tndtai,  voL  11. 

BzLL,  Jajob  2L,  Bepresentotlve  from  Ohio,  886. 

Bbll,  Joaa,  on  reduction  of  dntles,  116 ;  on  nollllleatloii, 

109;  BepresMtatlve  frun  Teantaieat  886;  chooeD 

Weaker,  480;  eddrats,  4S0;  aOdraia  on  the  vote  of 

thanks,«8Bh  Aa Adaoil Tola. 9, 1ft  11. 
Bau^  SAinrat,  Beaator  from  New  Haup^dzs^  188;  ^ 

senta  dIstrammamoiiaH  aOft  Su  Iiidm,-nh.X,i,% 

1ft  11. 

Bbtot,  IteM     on  dMrfbattonof  Ibopnaeadiof  tiie 
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pobUo  landt,  M;  on  bom*  riliutloii,  111;  «a  ndiutloa 
of  dstlM,  11^  IIT,  11*;  SeutW  ftom  UmooiI,  US- 
6Se;  on  the  nbt  of  ttas  BOI,  MS;  on  report  nk- 
tlv«  to  tiM  mnoTOl  oTtlM  OtfiMt*,  MB^  MS;  on  Ow  iv 
moTilof  the  depoalta,  818;  onttie  pnMie  dtotiMs,  988; 
on  recturterlDK  the  Unltad  StttM  Bank,  MS;  on  the 
FbdoqU  Ball  raoolntlona,  SOS;  «u  dlstn»  mamorkla, 
809;  on  notion  ofthoaxpan^ngraolaUoDfSSO;  on  tha 
Frwtdtnfa  pratMt,S51;  on  Um  rotontfon  of  the  d«* 
posUa,8M;  oa  tho  pn^oritr  of  tbo  oonntiy,  8T1 ;  on 
th«  nlUr  of  Col  Loltonadorlkr,  Ml ;  en  Fwoch  tpolU- 
thMH^660;  oBthoAlalMmno^nglBf  zaoolBtioiia,  STS; 
OB  MMBdount  of  Um  ConitltaUoa,  ATS ;  on  lodUa 
treaties,  6S8;  on  Esecatire  patronnga,  6S7;  on  pnblio 
printing,  809;  olbn  the  expiuging  rooolation,  816-888; 
on  branobM  of  the  Hint,  630;  on  Uw  dapoatt  banks,  6M, 
4HS;  ontbeexpuii{rftigrasidation,<»-68T;  ontheeleo- 
tl«i  oS  printer,  68S;  on  ■laverf  memorialt,  TOT;  on  tbe 
•zpvngtng  raolntioD,  789-7A;  on  Uta  admMoB  of 
tfldiigaa,  T«,  TM ;  on  IneendUfj  pnbUeirtlono,  1W ;  on 
Vodonl  afta»  p^mrata,  T8S;  oa  Tteaa  iMOgaltton, 

Bin,  Onosaa  IL,  Sasatw  tma  Eantad?,  191;  on  tbe 
Bennna  GoUeetion  bUl.  60;  en  VnaA  apollaaoi,  StL 

Set  Index,  vola.  10, 11. 
SOU,  MiMtv.—Se*  Indtm,  toL  1. 

Bnxn,  HoKxcm  BepreaantaUT*  fhnn  FaaBsrlTaBla,  88S ; ' 
on  the  remoral  of  the  dapoalta,  808;  on  tha  Gold  Colii 
bill,  ^  Bit. 

Buos,  Jon,  Santar  ficom  HMMlppI,  1  W-«ft 
Bmn,  Jamm,  Bipraaantatlf  from aanth  OawBan,  865;  on 
nnmflMtlw,18T;  daaaiii  <<a0^6M.  AmJMm^toU 

10,  a 

Bun,  JoEiT,  B«praientatiT«  ftom  TnMwa^  886.  Am 

dim.  Tola,  7, 8, 9, 10, 11. 

Jho  X«Ut  M  ApMli  to  lb  Ammw^-^  iiMlaa\  Ttd.  & 
BoosM^  Amaoam,  BopreaontaUToftoai  Haw  Toric,  8BIL 
BoDzi^  OsAXlM,  B^iMeatallra  fhu  Vvw  York,  SSBL 
SoiOu,  PmrcSatt  tif,  OHgtm  <(f.-~Jn  tha  Banate,  a^it^rla- 
tton  bill  oonaiderad,  and  tha  Hoaaa  dlMgretf  ng  to  tha 
Senate's  ainandiiieiit,2CS0;  motion  to  adhere^  850;  whj 
ta  not  the  Benato  to  bo  tmted  irith  the  regolatlon  and 
■j^eaUonof Its eontingent fkindT  851;  ol^aettocheok 
theabiiaaaptaotlsedonthaoonUngantfttnd,8Bl;  wi»ka 
got  up  bj*  the  eneonragament  ^  this  ftind,  891;  ftHhof 
tha  Benato  phdgad  te  the  p^mant  of  tta  mriE*  or- 
dered, Sffl;  •ahaorlpttonslbrbooks'wonlbr  snehas  re- 
lated to  leglsUtion,  SOI;  motion  earried,  S69 ;  report  of 
the  committee,  KS9 ;  »  motion  to  strike  oat  tha  appro- 
priation for  the  pnrebaaa  of  the  Doonmentur  History 
of  tho  United  Btatee,  and  insert  a  remnneration  tor  ex- 
panaea  Urns  flu*,  879 ;  nnoertalntr  of  the  oontraot,  870; 
history  of  the  application  fto  the  contract,  876;  no  an- 
Ooitty  la  Congie«tosatnpalMMAsbop,8TP;  this  ex- 
penaa  aa  ahoao,  878;  dotaUa,  886;  fktthar  dabata^  881 ; 
amaadnwDt  eaiilad,  88L 

In  the  llonae,  a  reaolaUon  to  ftmdih  now  raraaben 
irlth  eertain  books  of  refbrenoe,  416;  Beglstw  De- 
bates and  DoeumentaiT  History,  the  books  referred  to, 
610;  considered  In  Committee  of  the  Whole, 61T;  tho 
ooat,  617;  merely  to  pnt  the  new  membeta  on  tho  same 
IboUng  with  tha  old,  61T;  Oa  ooBitltatlonal  point,  461 . 
m>  money  can  bo  dia«a  ftom  the  Tiwurary  bat  In  eon- 
soqaenooof  aaapprDprlatt(mbrhnr,661;  what  la  lavt 
661 ;  Bo.'l^ropriatloB  oror  nado  by  Joint  reaolatloa, ' 
441 ;  t^eet  to  pot  the  nor  members  on  the  same  fbotlng 
M  tM  old,  441 ;  House  no  right  to  use  their  oonttngeBt 
ftind  Am-  such  pnrpoaea,  641;  an  qipraprlatloa  of  the 
peopled  money  Ibr  tha  pttfatonaa  of  aiiabiii^  618;  1^ 


irhatrigfatdowoTetooarpq-V  618;  now  wotka  eanzio* 
ba  prooaeded  irlth  irithont  tha  aid  of  CoBgraaa,  40; 
the  pnrehasa  should  be  made  in  ptnaanoe  at  a  diraet 
aad  speeUo  lav,  6^;  ftartbsr  debata,  448 ;  rosolatfoa 
agreed  to,  444;  report  of  the  oommittee,  480 ;  raaolatlon 
on  dlstribation,  481 ;  ordered  to  ba  engroawd,  4S1. 

Booa,  Batldt,  Bepreaentatm  bom  Indiana,  886.   Se*  Jh- 
deos  T<^  10,  IL 

BorLMir,  TsoKAB       Bapreaentstlvo  from  Virginia,  889; 
«Btbarem»Tal«fthedepadti,680;  daaeaas  o<  ^Mi 

BoirLDiaE,J^B^raaeatatlTe  ftom  Vli^nla,  6U ;  oa  mlmrvrj 
In  the  Dlstrlot  of  Colombia,  677.  St«  Maa,  toL  It. 

Somn^Jiir  FttMmg  Feaaatt— .Sm  /adea^  ToL  B>  jPuWaa. 

BraM,  JJbArt  uriW.— 5m  Mtm,  toL  lOt. 

BrtaeK  qf  PHoOtgA^—BM  Indtx,  vole.  8, 6. 

Br»aJku>ai«r  om.  tXe  IMMoart^SM  In^UcB,  roL  8. 

SrMtt  jeoMt— >S*a  Ada^  Td.  8. 

Brlb4ry,--JSM  Adaa^  roL  t 

BauMW,  Qaoaaa  H.,  Bapraaantattra  fhNa  Maiebnaalt^ 

885;  oaarednatli»ofdntlei^t4L  AaA^ToLflL 

BrtM  A9ffr4mtifitt  oa  Ck>mm«ro«.~-8s4  Jmdm,  toL  «. 

BrUUk  Coi«»lal  Trad*.-8«*  Mm,  vols.  6,  IL 

SHtM  Intriff^u€.—SM  Ind^a,  toL  4 

JMNA  JfinWsr,  Omdtiet  <^.—Sm  InOto),  -nL  4. 

BrUtA  Wttt  Indta  7V(Hf&-iSM  Indite,  voL  t. 

BaowiT,  BanvoxB,  on  the  Berenno  CoDoetton  bHI,  El ;  B«a> 
atorftom  North  Canritna,  108-698;  on  the  pnrebaaa  of 
books, 6<8;  reUtira  to  incendiary  pnbUeations,  704;  on 
slaTOiy  dianoililB,  708;  <w  tho  rooogaltloo  of  Texa^ 
•m.  AaAiCat^ToLll. 

Baowa,  Jon      Bepaaanyilva  ftmi  Vav  Toifc,  880. 

BvoDAV AN,  Jajob,  on  ExeontiTO  patronage,  610 ;  on  the  ds- 
poalt  banks,  636;  on  the  ForUfleatlon  bill,  640;  Bcnator 
ftom  Pennqdvanla,  686 ;  ralaUre  to  taeendiary  pnbllca- 
tloDa,  704 ;  on  the  Cain  memorial,  705-711 ;  on  reoelvlng 
slaTary  mnnortalB,  788;  on  the  admlsslmi  of  Mlohigaa, 
760;  OB  the  admiarion  of  AAansaa,7SS;  on  Texaa  af- 
ftlia,m  Asa  Atfta^  Ttrii.  T,  8^  8,  lOl  IL 

Brranna,  K.  A,  dooeaae  oC  1M> 

4«  JTmb  fMMM  SMHl-Aa  A(Ei0,  tcL  IL 

BtTLi,  Joes,  BepreaentotiTO  firom  Hiaaoml,  886. 

BvLuao,  HmfST  BeproseatatiTO  from  LooUao^  886; 
resigns  his  seat,  40L  Sm  Mm,  toL  IL 

BincH,  Bamvxl,  BepreeentatiTe  ftom  TenneaM^  88& 

Bcxo,  Ozonax,  Bepnaeotattn  Aram  PeBmyltanla,  S8Sl 

BuMM,  TanrAM,  on  flia  Couiptawlaa  bU,  ITS:  Bepre- 
santatln  ftom  Bhoda  Uaad,8B3L  3e4  I»d^  voU.  8, 
•.M^IL 

finxm,  BoBZBK,  BepreaentatlTe  ftom  Mew  Hunpahlra, 

889. 

Bxam^  Jsn  A.,  B^raNntaUrefkom  ZTocth  Caadlii^  888. 


O 

C40M,  Haarr,  BaptaHataBta  ftom  Mlasteippt,  8BA 
Oiia  ^rtsi^r  JCodtoff— Uemoilal  pioaantod  in  tho  Bea> 

ate,  TIL 

Cusotnt,  Jonr  C,  on  the  Cora[>nmlae  UH,  91 86, 118,  lU; 
<ni  the  BoTenae  Conection  bm,  91 ;  on  home  TShathn, 
116;  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  19S-686;  on  tha  re- 
moral  of  UiadepoBlt^SBS;  «n  toehartailag  the  Ualtad 
BtatM  Bwk,  88B;  on  tho  Ptasldoatfa  prDtaat,8a:M 
the  dseiiai  of  Wsrran  B.  DaTH,  818 ;  on  Oia  attempted 
assassination  of  the  Prasldent,  080;  reports  on  Ereealln 
patroBaga,  B84;  on  baosHro  patnmsga,  686;  on  lbs 
FortiBeaUonbin,6»;  OBtiieexpaiiglngreBolotlon,tM; 
on  incendiary  pnblieatlona,  708^  754,  TC7 ;  on  reeelrlng 
ria««i7potit(OBS,766;  oaaUT«irpeUttooB,n^7U,ni^ 
n^M;  MthaUlald(ninimDriBl,T»;  lausHaia 
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xflbtlT*  to  iMwdlaiy  pnUloiUou,  TW;  m  raceMng 
■bwr  memorlaU,  HO  i  <m  idd  to  PnAaw  lieber,  7W ; 
on  dapodto  wtth  Am  BWat,  768.  Bm  iHOtm,  toIi.  4, 
«.T,  8,10^11. 

Oaxbuusko,  CauxoHiu.  0.,  BepraenUttTe  from  TSvw 
TorkgSSO;  on  Uia  removal  of  the  depodtk,  403;  on  re- 
lief to  Polish  exiles,  MS ;  on  Uie  Gold  Coin  bill,  614 ;  on 
donetion  of  Und  to  Pollah  exiles,  OSl ;  reUUve  to  rela- 
tions wltli  Fnnoe,  ATS;  on  Freneb  fclstloH,  (SO,  881. 

GAXTBsm  Boun  BepraeenUdre  from  Soal^  CaroUnA, 
48BI 

Cuudiam^fiifimfSmBidM,  -wiM.  S,  OL 
OmoI  Awiui  JAMoIe  Aooto-nAa  Meg^  tcL  II 
Omal  to  JZHatfift— Ai  Atb^  tcL  9i 
CAunoBAXL,  BtOBABs      BspHMntatl'n  from  Ifarylud, 

»&. 

Cau,  Jomc,  Bepnsentttln  from  Indfuw,  881  AmJMob, 
ToLlL 

CUMK,  8unrxL  P^ou  BBlUfleitIoii,ia;ieai  AmJMm, 

T0li.8,9iHU. 
CAMff.  Zabogk,  Ih^wwnf >ttM ftom Ullnoto, 888;  onteth 

of  Choiiee  Blade,  «M. 

Caraecat,  Bat^<if.—Su*Initu,  vol  1. 

Obkoim,  Congre»tional.—St«  Indta\  \6L    andlkdm,  vol. 

CwaniBMi,  EzKxiu.  FnSenatot  from  ICaryland,  IBS;  pre- 
jMnts  dlBtnaa  munoriali^  86B;  on  the  Rhode  Island 

Benator,  SCS;  oa  tho  patabaao  of  books^  8T9:  Sm 

ifMlMtT<ria.8,9,10vlL 
Cbaxbim,  OiOKOi,  Eepreaentattro  from  Fenntylranla, 

880. 

Ciumr,  John,  BepresentatlTe  from  OUo,  88tL 
QMrgi»d>ASii^e»^Ap^nimmtl  of.~8*t  /iMfea^  ToL  9. 
CnariloMo  oii;oeft;.-^i8ie  Adsa^  ToL  I. 
Ci<x*«,  Jwdfri^  t^fOlal  Mttduct  and  trial  if.r-Si6  Jndm, 
TOLS. 

Oitrekee  MemoHai—Ta  the  Hons^  a  Memorial  nlattn  to 

nmoTal,  presenUd,  606;  refemd,  6BT. 
CkMC^Moiw  and  Delmoait  OtttaL-^Stt  Indm,  toL  la 
C9u«ap«ak6  lUffata,  Attaet  oo.— liuUit,  toL  S. 
dUsapeoiM  <A  OAto  ObiwiJl— £m  AkIm^  Tda.  8;  9,  la 
CHII.TOX,  TnoMAB,  Bepreaontittn  from  K«atno^,  Stti 

Sm  IndM,  TOls^  10, 11. 
Chink,  Josxpb  11,  Representative  from  TlrgliUn,  88JS. 
Cboatx,  Burus,  RopresentatlTe  from  Ifaasachairtta,  389 ;  on 

a  Todnettn  <tf  dntle^  UI-Am  A<teti,  ToL  IL 
CiloeiEtwXaitib^  AorraeimOTto  0«.r-Aa  Mm,  toL  9. 
Ootera,  .leteMo.-^  Indme,  vols.  It 
OhwHA  JM^  J>ii«s«Mi,  iwnOtoA— Is  tlwHonM,  ftUU  pasih 

«d,iai. 

Ctrowter  inned  at  Charleston,  81. 

CLAiBOxn,  Nathakixl  H.,  BepresenUtIn  ftma  Vlrjlfll*, 
885.  £;m /*uba^  Tols.  10, 11. 

(Xaim  Agetuae*.—8M  IndM,  Tol  IL 

CuBX,  BAMtrxL,  BepreaentatlT*  from  How  York,  881 

Clam,  Wiumk,  BepresentatlT*  from  Penni^lvanla,  880. 

Cut,  Guuon  CI,  on  rellnqnUhliig  pablle  lat^  U6;  rep- 
reeentotlve  ftwn  Alabama,  886;  on  donation  of  land  to 
PoUsh  oxllea,  CSL  S$4  Indeea,  toIs.  10,  IL 

OU.T,  Hmr,  IntrodDoes  a  bill  to  dUtrlbnto  tlie  proceeds 
of  land  sales,  13;  on  the  eompromlse  hill,  81,  111 ;  on 
zednoUon  of  dnties,  119-120 ;  on  dUtribatlon  of  prooeeds 
of  land  sales,  128;  votes  for,  as  President,  168;  Souator 
from  KentndEj,  188-686;  on  the  decease  of  Johnston, 
194;  on  tha  veto  o^tfc•I«IKl  Bill,  S09;  outbo  nmoral 
of  the  dapoalt^  S04;  on  tho  t^ort  relatlva  to  Oo  m- 
moral  of  the  deposits,  SCC ;  on  the  memge  respoetiDg 
the  report  on  the  removal  of  the  depoalte,  SOT ;  on  the 
removal  of  the  deposlla,  S09 ;  os  the  Penn^lvanla  m«- 
norlalii,  S66;  preouita  dlstroaa  momofUls,  866;  on 
tba  FhOadelphia reoolatteM,  MT;  on  tlM  Rhode  Island. 


Senator,  S68;  praseota  a  Hew  York  msmOTlal,  SU; 
on  tha  Laijagton  memorial,  899;  on  the  anmber 
of  distraH  petltloaan,  80M08;  prHants  How  Ymk 
momorialB,  SOT;  on  tho  dfsers  at  dlstreos  memoriala, 
884;  on  the  Prealdont^  Protest,  8BB;  on  distnm  ma- 
moTials,8t8;  on  Qm  pnnduaa  boAa,  SSI;  on  the 
case  of  Hardeman  (hrena,  4S1 ;  on  the  Alabama  ex- 
panging  resolutions,  67S;  on  execatlve  patronage,  60S, 
617;  on  the  YlrglnU  Umtar;  Land  Warrants,  684; 
on  the  election  of  printer,  685 ;  on  tho  Fortlflcatlon 
bUl,  640;  on  Blavery  In  tho  District  <rf  Colombia, 
678;  «n  the  ezpsngbig  naidatlon,  776;  «a  a*nrf 

•  In  Aikanaafi,  787;  on  Ten  aflUfa,  778.  Am  ImOm, 
•nix  8, 4, 0, 6T,  8, 11. 

CuTTON,  AFOminrK,  on  the  revenne  colle^on  bill,  |8;  on 
nnlllflaetlon,  188;  on  Relatione  -with  ftonee,  878;  on 
the  eompromlse  Un,  118, 118;  Bepraaentotlva  from 
Oeor{la,88Gk 

Clattoh,  Jokx  VL,  presents  dlatreaa  memortala,  867 ;  pr^ 
•entc  Philadelphia  memorial,  897 ;  Senator  Irom  Dela- 
mn,  198-488;  on  the  Mldilps  memorial,  719;  on  Oe 
admlmlon  of  Mlehlgu,  T48.  Sm  Tndm,  TOb.  10,11. 

Clenb  4^ae  Eouat.'St*  AdM,  vol  10. 

Ciomnr,  Willuw  Representative  from  SonUi  CaiO' 
Una,  885;  on  the  Gold  Coin  bill,  808. 

Coal,  foreign,  IhOf  on.— la  the  Boose,  araacdattoi  ralatlro 
to,  666. 

Ooatt  iSUreey.— iSbs  Indese,  vols.  8, 0, 11. 
Ood  jrtalttrUa^Se*  J»d«m,  vols.  1, 3,  and  Indeee,  vtd.  11^ 
JMIm. 

CoFFDi,  JoxR,  Bepnanrtattve  fnm  Ooorgia,  8S6k 
Ooint,  Fortlifix  Slhsr.— In  the  Senate,  a  bill  to  regalato  the 
ml^t  ot  fbreign  allver  coins,  considered,  8T7;  amend- 
ments moved,  878.  Sm  lnd«a,  vols.  6, 7,  IL 
CWn,  ffoId.~In  the  Senate,  a  bill  to  regulate  the  gold  eoina 
of  the  United  Statea,  eonaldered,  8S8;  in  the  House,  a 
UU  to  regnlato  the  valiia  vt,  considered,  498;  a  soigntor- 
aga  aHewed  to  the  OoTerament  to  oarer  expenaaa,  496 ; 
reports  and  outlusltlea  on  the  snl^eot  of  valuation,  486; 
motten  to ftztluntloitftiM  to  silver  aa  18  to  1,508; 
tme  ratto  1  to  15|,  808;  views  of  the  8eeretar7,  606; 
nathorlUee,  806;  evils  which  the  bill  U  designed  to 
remedy,  509  ;  origin,  000 ;  canse  of  the  banishment 
gold,  609  ;  constderatlotu  In  fixing  the  valne,  510;  this 
a  question  of  baslness,  610 ;  amendment  proposed.  Oil ; 
flusU  relative  to  the  bUl,  611;  the  ratio,  611;  objoet  to 
dreulato  both  gaU  and  ^ver,  611 ;  on  InereMad  drea- 
lation  orpndow  metab«alled,61S;  the  ml|]eetbion|^t 
■  t^laaaextniHdlnaiTmaBnsriAIS;  anrohange  would 
not  materially  ohanga  the  metolUo  drcntntlon  of  the 
country,  618 ;  little  to  be  gained  by  the  subetltutlan  of 
gold  for  silver,  618;  Oie  most  enlightened  notions  of 
Europe  havo  debased  oarreneles,  614;  objections  as- 
amlned,  614;  fkirther  debate,  619 ;  bill  passed,  616. 
(Mnoffe,  iSaoer  UK— In  the  Hoose,  a  bill  ralattve  to^  eoo- 
Bldered,468;  what iaprt^oaed,  468;  amonnt  of  eolnln 
the  eonBtiT,488;  denbtflil  If  this  bill  would  tend  to 
Increase  the  metalUo  CDrreney,  4M ;  aomethlnc  like  tho 
minlmnm  ptindple  In  the  provlslona  of  this  bill,  464; 
foreign  coins  now  practically  a  good  tender,  464. 

CbtomMa,  MimitUr  tQ.~8—  Indta,  vol  IL 
0)lot»iaatioaSooUtlf.r-S9tImdM,  vols.  9,  IL 
OmumMa  Bivr.-8»*  Mm,  toIs.  T.  8^  Id 
OMMMrvet/fite  VinM 8latM^-3M  IndM.  vols.  1, 8. 
Otnauret^tAt  Vt^t/SMMm,  voL  lOi 
Oui^9iuaU«n^M«mbtn^-Bm  ItUlm,  vols.  6  &  10^  JPav 
JfsBtfteni 

Oompaualion  of  Pnttdmt  amd  TiofPrtttdMlrSd* 

Jndm,  vols.  1,  S. 
OomprxmUt  £01,  •»*  J>%Mu     JmporU,  8L 
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Congrtta,  U  Senfam  ttJSd,  ooanam,  8;  S8d  eonratM, 
IM;  Sd  Brnkn  of  98d  eMT«BM^  ttS;  Irt  B«Mion  of 

CbmMcHeHt— Tote  ftr  PiwUont  fn  1889, 16& 

Conroi,  Emr  W.,  B«^aMDtetlT«  ftom  Horth  GnoUnk, 

885;  Ml  ndaottOB  of  diitl«,lS(L  SitMaa,-nh.  10, 

11. 

CbnMmpfa  Judicial.— Sm  Indtas,  toL  II. 
Oanttaltd  Maeit»m.—Se»  liuUa,  toU.  1, 8,  T. 
Cbniin^ant  AqMMai^-iSM /MdMS  Tola.  %  & 
Cbntraefi^  ffowwMnt— ^  JiMlM^  toL  8.  ■ 
OmirvMrt^M  MwMn  /SbtfM.— i5m  i«M2«e,  ToL  B. 
Cbavoy  fjwtwM.— iSm  /wte^  toL  4         .  * 
CoBvn,  Tbomas,  BeprMentaUra  from  Ohio,  888.  A- 

<l«iSToL  U. 
Oordoffs,  dratobaek  m.— i8m  /iid«g^  toL  T. 
OMfa  ftv  i>alMrfM«.— iS^  /nifta,  -roL  7. 

Con.Tn,  BicHAXD,  B«preMiiUtlT«  from  F«aii«rlTa]ilii,8K(; 

on  the  local  bank  dapodt  iifnl«ttoa  bUl,  BUL  As 

JnOmt,  vol*.  9^  10,  IL 
OsaM,  BoBsa^  on  lUnij  ummwU^  UL   Am  JMm, 

TdLll. 

Okambb,  John,  BepresestaUv*  from  Now  York,  SSS. 
OEum,  JosKTB  K,  BopnMntattTa  fra»  Ohio,  88IL  Aw 

/ndeav  to1&  10, 11. 
CxAwroBJ),  Teok^  H.,  on  •  rednotlon  tit  duttea,  U&  iSm 

/MtfM^ToLll. 

CiTiMnair,  Jobk     Bonator  from  K«ite6kr,  flML 
Obocrr,  Datid^  RepmentaUTo  from  TauuiMa^  881 
Cnffhau,  Otmtral,  Medal  (o.— In  the  Hosao  «  naolntion 

to  gnat  a  modal  to,  paaaed,  658. 
Cuba,  AniffratU»Jivn.-~8e9  Indta,  toL  4. 
OuAo,  itt  imporUtnc*  to  th*  {TnOwf  Sbtte-^SMAdes^ToL 

9t^Pwimma  MUtiim. 
Oumbmrktnel  JUmt.— ^  Indaas,  toL  8. 
Ctembarhiful  JiMid.— Id  the  Honae  a  bill  to  oontine  and 

repair.eSS.    ^  JitdM,  Tida.  8)  i  ^  <^  10^  aad  /MttiV 
VOU.T,  8;  AppropriaOotu, 
CnmuT,  Alrxd,  Sflnator  from  OaorgU,  Mi,  8S0 ;  on  tha 
fortUcatlon  bUl,  Ml;  on  reoelTlitf  ibTeir memorUa, 

m. 

D 

Djaus,  Oaown  2L,  OB  the  rereBoa  eoQeetloQ  Mlli,  78 ;  on 
the  compiomlse  UH,  111.  Sfl»dtat,  ToL  IL 

Dasiu,  IIeitxt,  on  the  oompromUa  bQl,  1T8L  Am  Indin, 
Tola.  9, 10, 11. 

PuuDMxw,  WiLLiAJf,  BtpnMatattn  from  PeoaqrlTUiIa, 

88EL 

Datkhpoxt,  Tnolua,  BopreaentatlTC  ftom  VlrglaU,  880. 

Bm  Ind«B,  9, 10,  IL 

DATTa,  Axoa,  AqnaantatlTe  from  KvUookj,  88& 
Datu,  Johx,  BepreaoitatiTO  ftom  HjuMWhnaatta^  888;  Sen- 
ator from  Uaaaaolinsetti,  888 ;  reUtire  to  Incondlaiy 
pubUcatlonft,  704;  on  the  Uciugan  memorial, T18;  on 
Inoendiarr  pnbUeatloBs,  TOl  Bt*  JndtSB,  rola.  &  9,  IOl 
It 

Datu,  Waixbr      BepreseaUUTe  from  Boutb  OnUaa, 
88S;  on  nnlllfleaUon,  169 ;  on  the  eompnttnlaeblll,170; 
d«oaaaeo(S7».  £m rola. «,  10^  11. 
4^  illMriUaMMh-^  Attas  ToL  It 
Day,  SonAn,  BopreaentattT*  from  Now  Tork,  88& 
Dta/and  Dumb  JnttauaoM.—So«  iMes^ TtOk 6, 8; 9;  10, 
It 

StbaUt,  RegiaUr  <tf.—8M  Indtx,  toIs.  9,  It 
DtbatMt  StporUng  nf.—SM  Indtat,  toL  8. 
PiBsaET,  EntvKDt  Sopteaa&taUre  ftvm  Bortk  OuvUm, 
88DL 


2>aoalwv  Jftft  AtMNk-In  ttia  Hboa^  a  bm  Ibr  the  relief  o<; 
eooaUaod, 488 ;  proporttona Inirideh  the  moner  la  to 

be  dlitilbnted,oIt)eetedto,484;  briUut  exploit  oT  the 
eaptare  of  the  FhUadelphlA,  457 ;  the  iilii  iiiwlaiiiiin. 
4B7,4S8;  ltoefllBota,4N;  what il^ta^ the  capfamae- 
qolio  T  460 ;  oiaml  nation  of  the  point,  400 ;  a  caae  not 
coming  within  the  letter  of  the  priie  aet,  481 ;  Deeetar, 
461;  eflbct  of  his  death,  401;  amendment*  oBtoed  and 
nitaeted,  488;  a  bill  fiw  the  raUef  o(  opuUend,  650L 
St4  JMtOL,  TOlS.  0,  It 

i)«I«wifw  and  Chtte^ptak*  (kmali—^Indm,  toL  8L 
i}e&iin>rs  Mts  fin  Prerident  la  1888,  l«a 
J>^»gat«»Jlmn  TtrrUorita.—SM  Jndta,  rd.  t 
Drnmro,  BaxjAMm  F.,  BepieeentatlTa  ftom  Tennmit,  88S ; 
deoeuw  o( 

Dzmna,  Ltttuiok  P.,  BopreeentatlTO  fttm  Marjlaod,  885 ; 

deeeeseot80B,«&T. 
Dajrar,  Habmam,  Bepmeatattvo  Itam  PoiinajlranlA,  $86. 

«SksJiulaa^ToLlt 

Adam*.— 844  Hutma,  toL  9. 
J>epoHu.~la  the  Honse,  a  nsolatlon  ttist  the  deporilimar 
be  lafelr  eontlaned  In  the  lank,  ofilsred,  191 ;  paiaed, 
191. 

JSsmoeal  In  the  Senate,  Bcport  of  the  Beeretarr 
oftheTreasarreon>ldei«d,!04;  intended  that  Confcreas 
ahonld  look  Into  the  roMons  for  the  remoral,  904;  Be»- 
•toahoBldat<»0OMtoathenpet%  W;  imnnatlmii 
ftjOwSacKtaiT.nB;  molittioii  oOsnd, 

SewlnttoUiTelBtlT* to,  offered,  106;  tBtb«mMit«r« 
nvolatloa  Uoodleaa  as  yet, «» ;  the  Jndlolaiy  kot  ex- 
empted ftvm  the  prenUing  rage  CkrlnaoratloD,  900;  « 
Urge  propoftlcm  of  the  good  and  oBlIgbtened  men  aftho 
Union  Tlelding  to  aentlmenta  of  deqwndaiuy,  909;  ftall  of 
dreadful  forebodings  when  we  aaaemhUd  here  last  year, 
909;  cxeloalre  power  of  Congreaa  orer  the  Tressorj 
narar  before  qaaationed,  no ;  ofUaBoaaofltaMfotr.nO; 
b7  vhoaa  power,  a&aort^,  or  dimtloii,  WM  tbofltango 
ofOedepodta  made,  810;  hear  what  the  Frealdont  s^ji 
In  hlamsnUMoreadtohla  GaUuet,811;  thaBeenUij 
was  told  bj  the  Freddant  that  he  had  not  Uie  etl^test 
wish  to  dictate,  Sll;  haa  this  measure  been  adopted  In 
oonformltj-  with  the  ConatitntloB  of  the  United  States  t 
918;  the  Fresidaat,  neither  by  the  art  creatlBg  the 
Treasuy  Department,  nor  bj  the  bank  ehartor,  1188007 
powor  OTor  tho  TraBinii7,  U8;  lata*  hie  do^  ib  lo- 
moTC  the  depoalta  fkvm  tho  eoasUtatlon  aad  Oo  saf^ 
tMgMtf  the  American  peoidev  SIS;  langoage  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  In  the  ease  of  M*rbnry,  818 ;  claimed  fliat 
the  ExecntlTO  ahonld  ^prore  before  be  gins  hla  eo>oper- 
atlon  to  anj  meaanre,  814;  an  enormona  and  extrsTa- 
gant  pretension,  S14;  what  aeeori^  have  the  people 
agalMt  the  lawlMS  ooo^ot  of  the  Prealdentf  Slff;  ex- 
traot  frotn  Boman  klstorT-,  21S;  '^IhaTebeaistng^ng 
to  nold  the  pmant  State  of  uilnp  te  Bota  than  flfteen 

Bocmtarr  of  ths  Senat*  Ttndknted,  818;  the  rwdn. 
ttoBB,8ie;  the  llist  eontatna  ImpeachaUe  matter, 816; 
wean  trTlng  an  impeaehment,  816;  the  extnMrdlnarr 
organliatlon  of  the  Senate,  81T;  two  other  hnpesch- 
mente  going  Ml  at  the  same  time,  817;  thoPrasldeatoa 
trial  ibi  a  hl^  crime,  817;  the  Beaetaiy  of  theTtSMniy 
Is  on  trial,  S18 ;  chw^  against  tha  Beoretarr,  818;  aa- 
tiwri^  for  the  Secrotaixto  tnnAr  tike  noMgrftom 
plsee  to  pIaee,81S;  the  aew-Aotgled  ooaoepUiMi  that  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Btatea  Is  the  TreaaaiT  of  the  Unltef 
States,  819;  the  second  resolation  Illegal,  IhtUe,  nogsto- 
rr,  818;  extract  from  a  letter  of  ib,  Jefferson,  890; 
one  of  the  reasons  fiir  remorlng  the  deposltt,  980 ;  three 
oxpanJons  and  oontrsettons,  890;  a  rastintloft  of  th* 
biik^  191;  flwpnnBt  piawwii  of  the  men <y  market 
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Hill  iiiilj  iiiillliiiiiwiij  tint  nitii.  Tin  ;  tnoda  of  enrtallmant 
lUqBl,Ul;  «xtneti  from  the  buk  report,  129;  pofaUa 
meetliigl  gsttlng  up  to  InflDcnoe  CongreM,  29B;  the  gnat 
kne  mode  up,  2!8;  another Muon  uetgned  fbr  the  rc- 
moralof  tbei1epoiIta,9!4;  lapnt  oTthe  DlT«otoTB,St4; 
mtut  audi  a  bufc  bftTo  the  kwpliis    the  pnbilo  mone;  t 

m. 

Tbt  ttitniieiit  «f  the  «Ho  maj  be  glTea  ia  e  ftw 
wordi,  SU;  tli*  Seerataijr  has  entirely  fUled  to  make 
ont hie JaBtlfleathHi,  (25;  allpolltloal  powera  nnder  our 
freelnatlttitloDsantnirtpoweTBiSM;  baatheBeeretai? 
transcended  the  limit  of  hla  powenT  SSS;  hla  right  to 
make  inch  dbpodtloD  of  them  as  the  public  Interest  re- 
quired, 22T ;  Oongreoi  nerer  poaaeased  the  power  «hieh 
the  8eoretsi7  elalma  fiv  It,  tt7 ;  the  bank  eharter  a 
ooDbaetiStTi  Uiairholaasteata^ovwflOBAmdspoB 
hlm,tt8;  k«  li  dinplf  an  agent  ortbagorenmtenttns; ' 
ha  olalma  to  be  the  organ  of  the  nice  tba  pe^Ia, 
SSS;  he  oonclndea  that  CoDgreaa  bad  nothing  to  do  vltb 
the  tnlijeet,  8i9;  he  asaamea  Jndldal  powera  orer  the 
bank,  SU;  next  prooeada  to  tuperrlM  the  Breatast 
operations  of  the  bank,  S3B ;  he  allegee  that  the  bank 
has  Interfered  with  the  pollUca  of  the  ooontry,  829 ;  the 
Preddent  placed  the  present  Secretary  In  power  ex- 
praaaly  with  «  vlaw  to  tha  maml    tba  deposlta,  WL 

What  was  anUdpated  from  the  dellberaUons  of  the  . 
Benatot  881 ;  what  was  doaet  981;  wen  the  dqraalta  le- 
gally and  eonatttntlonally  remored,  881 ;  the  President 
oomplalned  of  for  gtrlng  his  reasooa  to  the  people,  881 ; 
tbe  rl^t  of  the  Beeretary  to  remoTO,  and  bis  power  to 
place  them  elaewhere,  qneationad,  281 ;  ftuther  debate, 
Stt,98S. 

The  dlatraaa  ftr  more  deeply  seated  than  tbe  merer 
of  Um  iMohitloni  tbon^t,  ttl;  tbe  remoral  of  tba  da- 
poaltsnotaJiutUlable  canas  of  Iba  Obtreas, 9M;  Ifao, 
a  singular  diaproportion  between  the  cause  and  eflbet, 
S84 ;  the  power  of  tbe  bank  moat  alarming  and  tremen- 
dous, 88&;  tma  seat  of  the  dlaeaae  here,  SS5;  If  we  yield, . 
the  triumph  of  this  InstltnUon  ia  complete,  988 ;  the 
goreniment  Intended  by  tbe  ftamera  of  the  oonstitntlon 
tobesbatdtDoaeygoTerament,8S8;  If  the  rtghta  of 
the  bank  bare  been  Tlcdated,  shall  not  tha  wrong  be  re- 
dNMedf  ItlSMkedtM;  tlulaak,attoast,bHnoJnat 
oaoae  fbr  oompl»Jnt,187;  It  la  eald  the  ExeoutlTe  baa 
nsnrped  power  over  the  pablle  purae,  KIT ;  the  power  of 
tbe  pnrsa  Is  the  power  of  taxation  and  qiproprlatlon, 
988;proTlBlon  la  tbe  charter  <tf  this  bank,  388;  tbepnb- 
Uo  Treasnry,  888 ;  tbe  Preddent  under  the  duty  «f  sn- 
petlmtendlng  tb«  £xecatlT«  departments,  S89 ;  flmda- 
uaatal  theory  of  the  constltDtl<ai  In  r^ard  to  Exeou- 
Uts  power,  889;  debata  In  tbe  fliat  Congress,  840;  an- 
tiwrUy  of  Hr.  JeflhnoB,  MO;  Ua  wmntfci  on  a  ria^ 
EiMntlY«,MO;  pntetloa  of  WaabIiigton,9<l;  it  la  aaid 
the  beads  of  departments  were  responsible  to  and  eom- 
pellable  to  act  by  courta  of  Jnstice,  841 ;  the  doctrines 
of  Harbnry  case,  842;  answer  of  Jefferson,  848;  noU, 
94S;Tlewsof  Je9Haon,248;T«capltulatton,  248;  "In  the 
tnldstofareTolutIon,''S44;  remark  of  Burke,  844. 

PieaentatlMi  of  resolatlons  ad<9ted In  Boeton,  945;  a 
■arera  pnaaore  on  the  ecMnmnnlty,  wblcb  Congress 
OBgbt  to  7sUaTa,lf  U  oaB,M5;  opnatton  of  tbe  fatte 
maaiure  at  Om  BeBr«taiy,846;  tbe  only  remedy,  845 ; 
power  of  tbe  President  oner  tha  Tieaauty,  248 ;  what  ia 
Exaeutlve  power  f  246 ;  powers  and  duties  of  the  Presi- 
dent, 846;  the  act  catabUshing  the  departments,  247 ;  It 
la  said,  the  duties  of  the  Secretary  are  ezeoutlTe  In 
tbelr  diaraeter,  248;  dlfllBrent  frame  and  eonstnietlon 
of  the  law  ereating  the  three  subordinate  depart  menu, 
8«B;  Bank  of  tbe  United  Stntaa  Is  the  Ttaaaniy.  849; 
power  of  nmoTit  from  oIBm  laawtaa  to  adit  in  tbe 
ZaHiitlT«kM9;  fimndlatha  XxM&tf n sf  bo eouby, 
Vou  XIL— 60. 


800;  IlliiattatIona,8D0;  the  raadntlons  cbjaetlaiuble  la 
fcrm  and  snbetanoa,  808 ;  tbe  dlsposltlan  of  the  deposits 
Is  neither  a  primary  or  preliminary,  but  a  dependent 
question,  868 ;  objectlosmade  to  the  Umeoftbechange, 
808;  the  Prealdent  arraigned  for  the  exercise  <tf  a 
Qsnrped  antbority  over  tbe  public  treaanre,  2B8 ;  It  la 
aDeg«d  that  the  terms  of  the  act  eatabUshlng  tha  Traas- 
STy  Department  proTC  fltat  the  Beoratary  la  not  vndar 
thacontroloftha£xecntlre,864;  the  President  and  lata 
Secretary  aeem  to  have  well  undeiatood  tbelr  rcapeo> 
tire  powera  and  obligations,  9S4;  does  tbe  Secretary 
elalm  this  oxtenalTe,  excln^lre  power  T  805. 

Uotlon  to  re&r  the  report  and  reaolutiottB  to  tbe  Com- 
mittee onFinanea,a5S;etiilad,9C6;  report,  805;  print- 
ing ordered,  855. 

Vbatdoea  tba  reported  tba  commlttea  amonitt  tof 
SB8;  onion  of  tbepmse  and  Bwwdlntbe  PtesldaBt,  856; 
the  first  resolution  loTolres  the  question  of  poUtkal 
power,  fi(T;  If  the  aocond  reaolutlon  ordered  a  restora- 
tion, and  the  Secretary  refosed  to  comply,  what  waa  to 
ba  done  with  him  r  8DT. 

InttrvOtont  of  tAa  Virginia  Xa^Iatvra.— Beaolo- 
Hons  of  tba  two  Honses  regaidlt^  the  conduct  at  tba 
XxaeutlTa  relattra  to  the  bank  preaanted,  S68;  a  legltl- 
nato  azpraarion  of  tba  opinion  of  tho  Stataa,  868;  duty 
oC  tiio  BepraeentatlTe  to  eosfonn  axpUdfly  to  tbe  b- 
■tmctlons  of  tbe  eonstttnent  body  In  all  casaa  of  expa- 
dlency,  2S8;  tonor  of  the  Instructions,  288;  colnelda 
with  the  raaolntlona,  864;  fhrtbn  remarka,  864;  Tealf> 
nation  <^  Benator  Blvaa^  865. 

The  firat  reaohitlon  iJIegaa  an  Illegal  and  nnoonstltn- 
tlonal  exerdse  of  power  by  the  President,  8TB ;  tho 
powera  the  Qoramment  are  dlyldod  into  le^alattra, 
ezecutira,  and  judicial,  8T9;  the  President's  power 
depends  up<«  the  limit  aarigned  to  the  ezeontlTe  pow- 
er, 8TS;  the  Treaanry  Department  waa  created  an  ex- 
eentlTe  department  equally  with  those  whose  execntlro 
character  baa  never  been  denied,  2T8 ;  the  Presldent^i 
powers,  9TS;  dUfarence  ot  opinion  In  tbe  power  of  to- 
moral  In  the  first  Oongreaa,  8T4;  what  era  tho  dnttea  of 
the  President  r  8TO;  a  duty  intmatod  to  the  dlacretiou 
of  tho  B«eratary,iaadnty«onflded  totbodlMntloB«r 
tks  exaontlTe  dapartmant  of  the  Ooremment,  875 ;  tba 
Preddent  haa  not  aaanmed  an  uneonetltatlonal  power  In 
tho  remord  of  the  Secretary,  275;  the  aeoond  raaolntlon 
calls  for  no  legislation  and  leads  to  no  result,  276;  are  the 
reasons  assigned  by  the  Secretary  satlalkotoiyt  801; 
their  reatontlon  to  tho  bank  questionable,  SDl ;  Airtber 
debate,  801;  flnt  rttwlaUon  s^ead  to,  801 ;  aeoond  reao> 
InUon  agreed  to,  809. 

Bcoolotiona  oonddared,  864;  postponement  morad, 
804;  raaolatltHi  to  postpone  until  the  bank  aubmlttod  to 
•  lUl  examination,  A(i,ofllsred,  864;  rl|^t  of  Oongra* 
to  examine  Into  the  conduct  and  aAIia  of  tbe  bank,  864; 
grounds  upon  which  the  rl^t  Is  based,  861;  extract  from 
Hamilton,  864;  It  would  be  right  eren  If  no  ralseondnct 
was  Impntcd  to  It;  change  of  Ota  OoremmeDt  dlreo- 
tota,S66;  action  of  Parliament  on  tbe  cry  of  dUtraoa  of 
tbe  English  peoi^a,  866;  motion  to  pos^one,  loa^SST; 
original  leaolntlons  pasaod,  867. 

A  Oo  AiMfc— Ibo  BMrtlon  to  icAr  tta  BoeratKy^ 
i^ortto  ftt  GMnndttea  of  and  Ibaai^  te,  ooo- 
ddered,8B2;  tt  la  dneto  tbe  bank  ttiat  tbe  public  money 
bareatored  tolt,899;  the  Preddent,  and  not  the  Saoro- 
tary,raniovedaiadepadta,899;  wbatwaatheemergaut^ 
that  ctHwtralned  the  Preddent  to  this  act  only  sixty 
daya  before  the  meeting  of  CMigmaT  898;  dlfacnUyof 
aacertalning  tho  grouda  npon  irtildi  tbia  power  of  m> 
moral  baa  baea  896;  tltlo  of  Honry  IT.  of 

Sntfaad,SII;  InwhatmaanarudflirirbaftpupoaawM 
tbo  pnaoBt  BoatitMj  taoo^  lito  tflaii  8M ;  tto  onir 
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eobstouUid  ground  aasigned  tor  the  Temoral  of  the  de- 
podU,  8H;  th«  chkrg«  against  tiie  bank,  which  la  the 
moving  ettiM  <tf  this  peneentfau,  SH;  pnrer  mted  In 
Uw  President <rf the bnk, MM;  CongnM salM  iQMin  to 
Tindtcsto  Its  ri^t  to  the  gnsrdUnshlp  of  the  pnblto 
tiMsaie,  SOSj  the  public  diatiesB,  8M. 

It  Is  said  the  Fresldotit  la  a  naniper  and  a  tyrant  for 
removing  the  late  Secretary,  897 ;  bj  what  tanuie  does 
tha  BectutsiT hold  his  offleeT  89T;  tbeaotreeognliesthe 
erauUtntlonal  power  to  rmwn  the  Beeietaiy  In  the 
President,  88T;  If  hla  powvr  is  aboied,  tlw  OMiesttia  ta 
In  the  Itanda  oTth*  peo^  806L 

Tba  eondftlon  of  the  oonntry  b  tte  praetlMl  tmww 
to  the  Secretarj^  reason^  SM;  change  Id  the  oonntrr 
In  thrco  months  wlthoat  example,  8>9;  Its  state  pro- 
Tlonoly,  8W ;  ooorae  punned  hf  the  Secretarf,  400 ;  the 
ohango  of  the  deposits  Is  an  extraordinary  mode  of  pre- 
TOntlng  their  application  to  the  purposes  of  poUtloal 
power,  400;  attamptoTOhsfles  IL,  400;  the  losallou  of 
Teme4]r,401. 

Pefcnee  of flw  BeeretarymiiiBBMliiTi  *M;  ebotftba 
Bneatlrs,  40t;  who  oeeaplod  tUs  Hall  when  the  Presi- 
dent came  Into  oflloe?  40S;  those  who  (diarterod  the 
heak  are  re^ulble  fbr  the  lnterfer«nee  <tf  Its  oAoers  In 
aleetloiiB,  408 ;  deposits  removed  not  from  ai^henston 
<^lnsolveii07(rfthebanl:,408;  origin  of  onr  present  dls- 
tE«as,  404;  afflUr  ot  the  three  per  eents^  404;  relattons 
•zlaUng  between  the  bank  and  the  gorenmeiit,  409 ; 
Qoremment  bon&d  IqrlteebHgatloiiatotlie  eonattrto 
lemove  the  depoalta,  iOS;  effset  of  the  ooone  <rf  tbe 
beak,400;  eoDdaet  (tf  the  bank  ench  as  to  ezdte  alann, 
400;  how  the  old  bank  wonndnp  Its  eoneems,40T;  the 
contrast,  40T ;  cause  of  the  Beoretary's  removal,  407 ;  ez- 
traet  ftom  the  act  of  161ft,  407 ;  gronnda  resorted  to  In 
order  to  JastUy-theaetofthegeoTstarrfMS;  what  Is  the 
conse^neDoe  If  we  acqnlesoe  In  the  doctrine  contended 
Ito  bythe  fieentaryr  408;  Oongrasa  had  net  the  right 
to  truulbr  the  power  elabned  fbr  tbe  KnenUve,  400;  a 
pledge  to  tbe  bank  Air  the  eonttmiaiwe  of  the  depoelts, 
400;  ita  boons,  410;  tbe  ooorsa  pntaned  by  the  bank. 
410}  badly  advised,  411 ;  Idle  to  pretend  that  tbe  trans- 
fer of  a  n>w  mUllons  has  led  to  this  dlstre^  411 ;  the 
bank  has  made  war  upon  the  people,  411 ;  It  knows  Its 
own  power,  41 1 ;  what  has  this  bank  done  t  4U ;  pnbUo 
money  not  safe  In  this  bank,  41S ;  let  us  nerve  onrselves 
tftaiaeoiiUet,41S;  thedeportlaoa|bttoh»Tebeenre 
moved  In  order  to  put  In  operation  some  other  system 
(tfflnaao^dlS;  bo  beak  ebartei  can  be  granted  while 
tb»  eonatltntlon  lemsina  nnehanged,  43Si  where  shall 
we  find  a  flseal  agent  that  can  flu  the  place  <tf  the  bankf 
414;  have  none  ever  thonght  of  •  union  between  the 
bank  and  the  Preddeiit?  414;  the  State  banks  bare  sep- 
arate and  dlsttnot  Interests,  414. 

Tbe  qneetloii  Is,  whether  the  Tressnry  shall  govern  or 
fbe  people  415;  whatwu  ttie  eoBdItlon  of  tbe  country 
wUlethenoneywaeinehatgeof  thebukf  416;  what 
Is  BOW  the  eoadltlon  of  thaoonntryy  415;  vrtiatlatbe 
prospeet  beibre  nst  4X0;  dangerous  to  unite  money  and 
political  power,  41T;  the  trae  oanse  of  all  we  see  and 
beer,  417 ;  fbrther  debate,  418, 410, 430 ;  imues  Joined  be- 
tween the  Seeretary  and  the  bank,  4S1 ;  U  Is  said  the 
Treasnry  Department  Is  not  an  exocntlve  department, 
W;  the  word  "department,"  422;  his  responsibility 
must  be  asoert^ned  from  tho  nature  of  the  duties  be 
must  peTfi>rm,08;  eonldthelawmafce  the  Treasnry  De- 
partment iBdapa&dent  of  the  Ezeeuttve  ?  488 ;  tho  ctm- 
Btitotlon  makes  the  officer  reeponslble  to  tha  Ezeei^ 
Uve,  424 ;  Ibr  the  ezerdse  of  this  snperlntending  power 
the  Freeldent  has  been  denounced  as  a  Cnear,  484; 
farther  remarfcs,  4SB;  the  Secrotuy's  report,  420;  flnt 
proposition,  4SS;  aeemd  pnporitlai,  1SI. 


Beport  of  the  committee  of  lefciWiee,  481 ;  teadlig 
called  fbr,4S»;  explaaatta  cf  tha  Chslrla deciding  tU 
tbe  reading  WH  <rf  rl^  when  odled  tei  480;  Its  reso- 
hitloiM,44a 

A  Ihctltlons  Importaaoe  given  to  this  subject,  444 ; 
why  has  this  been  donef  444;  the  question  not  per- 
mitted to  be  setUed  on  Its  m«lta,  44S ;  the  consttta- 
timsl  power  of  the  Pieetdent  and  Secretary,  445;  pro- 
prlety  and  expedient  of  the  removal,  446;  what  Is  the 
baakf  415;  fbr  what  purpose  ereatedf  448;  its  attack 
OKtbePreddoat,  444;  the  bank  i«alnst  the  pwqde,  444; 
xetroepeet  of  tha  past,  447;  who  now  ooBtnds  tha  de- 
podta?  448;  esues  of  the  dlatrssB  is  fbnosr  ym^  418; 
what  caused  the  Astress  at  theee  periods  T  448;  eanseot 
the  present  distress,  440;  secret  ot  this  panic  a  want 
ofoonadenee,440;  eondnotof  the  beak  is  a  eeeood  edi- 
tion of  thU  la  Ull,  460 ;  Is  Andrew  Adaon  a  ^lantt 
460. 

Tint  exeuM  eea  be  oOtrel  ibr  nidt  dsiing  aHoap- 
tlon  «ad  hamidona  exeidse  of  power  by  the  EzeortlTBr 
451;  Oeanthonoftble  experiment  ire  nsdvedtoca^ 
lylt  on  la  the  same  leoUeas^Mt,  491;  wboiilt  thst 
has  kindled  tbe  eeaHagntlon  now  sweeping  over  the 
land!  468;  have  the  Administration  or  Its  fHeads  raised 
afinger  to  relieve  the  country?  408;  In  what  sidrlt  does 
the  President  receive  tho  eomplslntaof  tho  people!  438; 
the  people  are  not  to  be  pat  off  In  this  way,  438;  the 
reakedybywhlehthBMBnti]rlBtolMi!dleTed,4H;  aa- 
thorityof  Cromwell  Ibr  the  ooorse  tha  Administration 
are  pBteolnfc  494;  views  ot  the  deetlny  of  the  hnman 
sees  dialed,  494;  host  of  beaks  springlBCOPt^;  vote 
cm  tbe  reeolntiens,  46& 

mM**  jeesoMtou;— ICemorlsl  pnylng  a  restoration 
of  tbe  deposits  presented,  481;  resolutions,  481 ;  tbome- 
morlsl  calls  on  Congress  to  vindicate  its  constltntlMial 
powers,  481 ;  the  resolutions  affect  the  theory  of  the 
QoTeninMat,481;  Is  It  said  Oaj  ham  ao  legUaUraoe- 
ttmlnvlewt  491;  la  there  bo  rsesoo  fbr  n  dedanttoa 
ofpowenaad  limits  by  net  488;  Oe  protest  wsa  alana- 
Ing,  488;  extracts,  488;  tbe  first  stateowat  examined, 
488;  fttrther  examination  of  the  extracts,  484,486;  not 
In  the  eonstitntion  that  the  custody  <tf  the  public  money 
must  be  Intrusted  to  the  EzemtlTe  De pertinent,  tSi, 
4Sfls  48T ;  the  custody  must  be  In  Oongreis,  487 ;  powers 
4rf  Cot^rcas,  488;  all  power  over  the  pi^c  pane  ia 
daimedbrthe  SzeeatiT^488;  OoagRH  caa  take  out 
of  the  heads  of  tbe  Exoontlva  Departnent  tha  enstody 
and  ooatrol  of  the  pabUe  awasy  aad  pnUlo  pK^er^, 
480;  thepreaeatiaaQueaUoBiifeaBaatBttauafreeaomT 
4S0 ;  can  genttemen  a^Ieara  wlthoat  doiBg  something 
ft>r  relief  of  the  laws  and  oanatttatiwi?  488;  msinorial 
laid  on  the  table,  480. 

Joint  resolntlons  fh>m  the  Senate  presented  In  the 
Houae,on  the  action  of  the  Becretaiy,  406;  laid  on  the 
table,  4W. 

Bcfolatiao  for  the  restorstian  of  the  depodts,  laid  oa 
Oe  taMe,486;  tlia  bank  naatwlad  vp  lU  aWn,  «M; 
a  genera]  metalUa  eurreney  ImpneUo^ilei  884;  syuQ^- 
famu  (rfi^roaeblng  aqoalls,  884;  local  banks  unable  to 
oarry  on  tho  operattoos  of  tbe  Government,  684 ;  Is  It 
prsMleable  to  restore  a  hard  money  currency  If  the 
States  persist  In  tbe  praeent  banking  system,  685;  co- 
operation of  tbe  Slate  Oovemments  necessary,  SS5 ; 
amendBMata,6B;  the  bill  requires  the  banks  to  pay  two 
per  cent,  interest  oa  the  depodta,  620 ;  efltet  on  the 
banks  at  the  South  and  Sonthwcet,  034 ;  blU  ordered  to 
tbe  third  reading,  W;  passed,  S8fc 

/»  Oe  SmoIa— A  but  to  dqioeit  tiie  snrplna  revenao 
with  the  &tstc^  TAS;  Its  ftaturee,  746;  two  Insuperable 
otjeotlons,  786;  udag  tbe  taxing  poweis  to  aecaraalste 
BMnqrtoOlitdbvteamoigtiteSlita^  716;  pnpoaad  ts 
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Joan,  tSS;  never  be  repaid,  7H;  the  rale  of  dlstdbiitlon 
otttwtlvitable,  707;  aatagoolat  to  the  Uad  bill,  TS7. 

No  other  pbu  so  osfo,  efficient,  and  fr»e  from  ol^ee- 
ttoil,T68;  U is seid  the  State*  would  not refiiad,  Its ;  U 
U  otdwtAd  to  the  ntto  ot  dMiUmttoa,  TeS;  this  plan 
eompKnd  with  otbna,7W;  what  wlU  be  dmw  with  the 
■nrpluf  T70;  If  we  have  not  the  power  to  dUtrtbnte, 
bow  can  we  loan  T  770;  create  a  bias  In  opposition  to  a 
lUr  and  effldent  admlnlatnttloii  of  the  Federal  Oovern- 
ment,  TTO;  there  will  be  no smplna,  773 ;  ftuther  debate, 
778 ;  bill  paaeed,  778 ;  In  ttie  Hodm  ameBdaMnt  made, 
774;  Sesate  eoncur,  774;  peaaed,  777. 

JfttrUr*,  BoutUf  to.—S**  Jndee\  toL  &. 

Dnmnoir,  Pbiuiisi^  BapnMBtattTe  frun  Kaw  itraey, 

I>iCKuraoK,  Datio        BepresentatlTe  from  Tenaeawe^ 
886. 

Dkksok  Jomr,  Be^mntatlT*  turn  New  York,  88B;  on 
alaTerjr  Is  the  DUMet  of  ColnmliU,  m.  At  JMm, 
•toLIL 

Jf^tomaUo  Addr4ma.—S«6  Indem,  toL  9: 
JHflomatte  JIqmiimo— Am  JndM,  toL  IOl 

JHjfmrtlni}  and  AaeounHnff  0ffletrt.—St4  IndM,  toL  1(L 
JHamal  StBomp  OutaL—Sf  Ittdtx,  vele.  8, 9. 
IMrttt,  AtUkL— In  the  Senate  n  resoInUon  of  Inqolr^ 
relative  to  extending  the  pajment  of  revenue  bonda, 
S88;  amendment  moved,  88S;  dlstrewAt  HewOrleuu, 
tS8t  on  what  founded,  S88;  letter,  in.,  18S. 

ANffffM^In  th*  Bwsto,  proeeedlngi  of  a  pnbUo 
neetlnc  in  New  Bedfitt^  preeented,  m;  the  plaoo, 
SS8 ;  Its  etttnu  Hid  tiielr  psAnlt^  ISl 

Petition  from  cftlnna  of  Newark,  Haw  Jonaj,  pray- 
loflbrUw  restontlon  of  the  dapiMlta  to  tha  banks, 
oouideied,  ua. 

Froeeedlnip  <a  meetings  tn  Horrls  and  Bnrllngton 
GonnUea,  presented,  oomplalnlng  of  dlstreas  by  removal 
«nhsdepodta,8BBL 

Xenwrial  of  eltluna  of  FUIadolpbla,  eoraplalalng  of 
dUreas  eaaaad  by  tha  remoral  of  the  dapodia,  S56; 
Itwght  OB  ^7  a  wHnmlttfo,  MB ;  thalritatam«nta,sa6; 
nioval  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Flnanee  and  print, 
SS8L 

Pioceedlnp  of  a  meeting  In  Burke  connty,  North 
Osnliaa,  presented,  258 ;  ImmsdUts  frfends  of  the  Chief 
M^^latiat^  StiS ;  tbelrtqtlnlon  not  the  tease  of  the  peo- 
ple of  North  CaroUna,  SBSl 

PfttUoD  ofeUUnn  of  Portnwnth.  Hew  Hampshire, 
pmented,  209;  ■""t'^  of  distreH  br  tta  ranoval  of 
tbedepo8ita,SIW;  wta  aoUtarjr IHaad  of  th* adminis- 
tration signed  it,  sn ;  extract  from  a  letter  from  Ports- 
mD«th,t6a 

Hemorlal  fivm  Blchmond,  Virginia,  presented,  WO ; 
fharacter  of  the  memorialist^  their  wm|dainta, 
260;  their  retinest.  Ma 

Hemorlids  thKn  dlfltarMit  parts  of  New  Jene^pra- 
•ented,  301;  details,  ML 

MeiBortal  of  dttaeoa  of  Portland,  Maine,  preeented, 
961;  Halements  Vt  the  memorial.  Ml ;  «ii»i»^»*fr  of  the 
dgiieia,tt3;  the  existing  dbOrcM  la  tha  moaej  market, 
M2;  condnat  of  the  bank,  MB;  deelantilon  of  what  the 
tMuikwoalddOiML 

PetlUons  fhim  GoBDaetteat  pwintad,  MB;  their 
details,  369. 

Besolntlons  of  dUcens  of  Onmbethuul  Coan^,  Nov 
Jenojr,  presented,  8<Si 

ifemailalofdtliensofBaltlmon,M5;  hronghtonby 
•  mmmittaa,  MS;  detail^  Ml 

ICemwlal  of  dttasBa  of  Beilu  Oom^,  PwanaylTanla, 
pmantodtMS;  aodlatliMtloa  of  par^,M5;  Bohmgar 


iniist  that  these  memorials  emanated  from  party  fteU 
Ing,  MB ;  this  straggle  not  a  party  Btraggl^  MflL 

Hemorlal  from  dtlsens  of  Iionlsvllle,  presented,  SM; 
charadet  of  the  memorialists,  MS ;  existenes  of  de^ 
wUa^pivad  and  nneiampled  distreaa,  no  lostgar  dl»- 
pnted,M6. 

llemMials  from  Maasschnaetta  presented,  M7;  detalb, 
2«7. 

Hemorlal  from  Neweastle,  Delaware,  presented,  3S7 ; 
respeotablllty  of  the  signers,  SC7. 

BeaolntioQB  ctf  a  mooting  In  Philadelphia  presented, 
367;  remonstrate  agaliuit  the  removal  of  the  depodta, 
MT ;  the  pwe  nnadolterated  friends  of  Qeoeral  Jackson 
memorialising  Congreaa,  M7;  vlewa  of  tha  memorial- 
ists, 318. 

HenoiblB  ftmEaMx  Ooonfy,  SawJaiaajjtaaaBtad, 
970;  DO  pothonae  poUtielana,  370. 

Hemortsl  ftom  Laaeaster  County,  Pennsylvania,  pro- 
anted,  370 ;  the  frequent  memorials  should  Impress  on 
tha  minds  of  those  who  administer  the  government,  the 
Meeaad^  of  a  prompt  and  effldent  remedy,  270i 

Memorial  fnm  Phlladeiphla  maohanUa  presented, 
STD;  ebanoterirfthadg>an,STO; 

Beeohitloaa  of  the  If  amchnaatti  La^latara  paaaaaU 
ed,  370;  how  passed,  370;  their  expieMion,  87a 

Uemorial  ftam  BuUngtOB,  Temont,  praaantad,  871; 
Itaalgneis,  371 ;  their  oharscter,  371. 

Memorial  ftom  PaUrson,  New  Jersey,  presented, 
371;  bnalMasotPaters(»,3n;  Instnutions  of  the  New 
Jers^  Laglslatan  to  har  Banatan,  STl ;  dlsngardad, 
S7S. 

Vamoilat  from  Petershnrg,  TlrglnU,  presented,  373. 

Hemorlal  from  Brooklyn,  New  Tork,  preaented,  376 ; 
tte  laaohittons,  S76;  its  algnaia^  976. 

HamorUa  presented  ftmn  Ibtlna,  VTl ;  asorlba  the 
evils  to  the  Xxeontlve,  377;  ask  the  restontlon  of  the 
deposlta,  877. 

Hemorlal  from  Acoomaek  County,  Vlrglni*^  present- 
ed, 877;  character  of  the  algsera,  877;  mnoBstmto 
against  the  exeontive  proosodlngu,  877. 

Protest  from  Boston,  presented,  877;  against  the  te- 
ocnt  prooeedlaga  of  the  Executive  rsspeoting  tha  pnb- 
llemoB«y,S77;  Ita  ilgMia,  S7T;  Its  atatemnta,  3I& 

Hemorlal  fl«m  Brfdgapwt,  OoBBeatknt,  ptaaantad, 
380;  Itasl8nen,380;  Brl^pott, SSOl 

hbmorlsl  from  the  PhiUdelpUa  naohKata^  pi— at' 
ed,  881;  its  statements,  381. 

Hemorisl  from  New  Orleans,  presuited,  M;  tha 
large  meeting,  381 ;  Ita  prooeedingi^  381. 

Hemorlal  from  Uonmonth,  Glou  oester  and  Hunterdon 
ConnUca,  New  Jersey,  presented,  384 ;  opinion  of  the 
nemorlallsta,  Ml 

Uemorialfkom  Hew  Tork  preasDtadttti;  anmbavof 
Ua signers, 384;  eharaetar,m 

Memorial  from  traden  in  the  vaOey  of  the  MWMppl, 

381 

Hemorials  from  UsryUnd,  pT«eontod  MS;  charaoter 
and  pnranttft  of  the  signers,  SSS. 

Proeeedings  of  a  meeting  in  Chambershn^  Pennsyl- 
vanla,  presented,  8M;  tha  County  of  Franklin,  MflL 

Memorials  from  Bhode  Island,  preen  ted,  M8 ;  opin- 
lona  of  the  memorialists,  396. 

Memorial  firom  Lynn,  Maaascbaaatla,  preaented,  396 ; 
the  bulneas  of  Lynn,  SM;  when  wIH  this  fooUsh  ex- 
periment be  abandonedf  W. 

The  daily  morning  apparitioB  of  fbese  petttUna  a 
novelty  here,  297 ;  presented  In  a  novel  manner,  S9T. 

Memorial  frxim  Philadelphia,  presented,  397 ;  reqtee- 
taUU^  of  the  signers,  397;  their  puranlta,  397. 

Tonng  Han'a  distreia  memorial,  of  FUladel^ila,  ua* 
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■ntediWr;  usiidMrof  ilkDen;  SV7 ;  flamndtteetoMng 
ItoB^MT;  tiw  ^oong men,  fltT;  tbdr  tIows  Mid  optn- 
Itos,  9M;  r« marks  in  fkror  and  against  the  fnjn  of 
thfi  memorlallitB,  S96, 

Hemoiial  frmn  Ludngtoo,  Eentaeky,  pnaeutAd,  S» ; 
Ua  slgiieTS,  800 ;  lU  subject,  80a 

UamMlal  ftoa  Albanj,  presented,  800;  that  dtjr, 
100;  Iti  hrntnnw,  800 ;  sentbiMntB  of  the  signers,  80a 

Memorial  from  Beth,  Uslne,  preeonted,  802 ;  lUalgn- 
«n.SOS;  not4,  coat  of  printing,  M9L 

UoUoB  to  ■wertdn  the  ntunber  of  rignen  to  dla- 
tEa«patItfMU,804:dlSoDUiD«xeeato  tlw  order,  804 ; 
■baotaU  pwcMon  aot  aaeeiTy,  M;  motkn  adopted 
80ei 

Memorials  th>m  Troj  and  Scheneotadr,  presented, 
807  i  bear  testtmra;  to  Om  jneralenoe  of  the  diotress, 
S07;  th«  dinnal  preaentattw  gf  prtWona,  908;  the 
Jenmlah  Oongrees,  806. 

ICioiarial  from  Prino*  OMtga  Oawaif,  JStrjlaS, 
pnBeBted,8Sfll 
Hnmber  ofdgBenofpeUtfama^  S&L 
Aililltiff™!  report  aa  to  the  nnmber  of  dgneis  of 
HMtnorlals,  8T6 ;  debate,  8T8;  printing  ordered,  8TS. 
SUrOutton  ^th»  Bmmv^—Sm  Jndtio,  yoL  10. 
IHttrM  ^CUwnMa.— In  the  Benate,  a  bill  fbr  the  relief 
tt  tha  sHpontkms  ot,  721;  the  bUI  to  extend  the 
dwtm  <tf  haaka  la,  paiaed,  771.  St6  Indata,  volt,  i,  B, 

IJoDBBnM^  Fhoif,  deeeaae  oC  m  BMlndm,ralM.Vt,tL 

StrnmOa  Mamtfaelnnt~St*  Indtet,  voL  &. 

Drwcbaci}  on  £^ftn4d  Avar.— Am  /ndeoi,  toL  10^  IhttUt 

onlmporta. 
J)ratDbaef.—Set  Infya,  Tolfc  1  and  10,  DatUt. 
J>iMlHtV,  AimWnA  4a^^ -Aidw,  TOli.  8, 11. 
Dvmui,  JofiXTH,  Bapramdattn  from  UllnoU,  88&  £m 

AdM,  Tob.  S,  IL 
Dmcur,  WnxuK  (X,  BepreaeDtatlTe  from  Tennessee,  8S& 

IhMM  m  ^porU,  OomprcmUt  WU.—ln  the  Senate,  un- 
Qsnal  manner  of  proceeding,  SI ;  two  oljeots  In  view  In 
pneentlog  the  bin,  83;  the  first  look*  t«  tli*  taril^  83 ; 
irtat  are  th«  ecanplalnta  wMoh  nuh^^r  dlrlde  the 
pa^cf  ttli«oiuti7l8a;  flratsecUoa  of  th«bUl,89; 
MMBd  MoUoa,  89 ;  thlid  aaetlsn,  88 ;  flnirtb  MOtloii,  88 ; 
al|)MtiM«iriil^iiwr1wmadetofhebUl,S8;  dbonadm 
OB  the  motion  tot  leave,  84;  the  agitating  question 
riKwtd  be  brought  to  a  termlnattou,  84 ;  the  dlfflooltles 
in]i5tbea41<»^o»thepTluolplesofthlsblU,84;  ablU 
like  this  ma7  constitatlonallf  origiiute  in  the  Senate, 
8S;  leave  to  Introdneethe  bUl  granted,  8& 

BMOinilQiia  en  tbo  tariff  offered,  89u 

Kotlan  to  rate  the  oompromlse  bill  to  the  eommittee 
•n  nanniwtan^SV;  «  aalMt  ooimnltt—  moved,  08; 
omMiSflL 

BUI  reported  with  rarfons  ameadmenta.  111 ;  ordered 
to  be  printed.  111 ;  leading  prorlslons.  111 ;  home  valua- 
tion moved,  113 ;  ol)}eoted  to,  as  an  increase  of  du- 
ties, IIS;  objoctions  to  it  insurmoantnbie,  112;  give 
a  preftreaeo  to  ports  la  differwit  States,  112 ;  measure 
fi»  the  relief  cTBonth  CsroUna,  118 ;  bad  la  theorf,  112; 
wmld  not  go  Into  opnatkmlbrfOme  Tears,  118;  Itana- 
eqoal  operation,  118;  this  bill  agreed  to  onl/  fbr  the 
sake  of  condHatioB ;  what  tathe  ol^Jeet  of  thlBamead- 
meiitt  118;  present  valuation  is  vlrtnalljr  %  home  valu- 
ation, 114 

Home  valnaUoB  Impraoticablo  and  unknown  In  any 
IsglslatloB,  lU ;  It  tends  to  a  vloUUon  of  the  oonstlta- 
Umi  114  r  n  will  daatnj  the  effbot  of  t>  ulUmato 
•  p«  oaai,  lU;  r'       Idia  to 


Boathen  ports,  lU;ttw«ild  neato  great  addUsMl 
expense,  IIS;  two  eonditlona  tor  giving  avota  Isrlt, 
IIG;  home  valuation  amendment  adopted,  IIOl 

HotloD  to  make  the  datjr  on  korMTS,  &e.,  five  per 
cent,  110;  object  of  the  blU  wasto  diminish  the  bodem 
of  Ih  e  South;  this  Increases  them  If  Um  dntf  Is  Increased, 
116;  oontiaiTtotheavowedol^eetoftlMtrieBdsaflhe 
bill,  US;  the  irlwto  bUl  baeed  on  tha  pct&dple  fi  oom- 
prmalMtlU;  prorUoa  to  bo  ftroek  out  Is  ai  sasaM 
part  of  (he  oonvrondse,  118;  intersata  of  tba  Vest,  IM; 
aflnmer  dedston  relative  to  sodt  aUD  offglaatlBgin 
the  Senate,  118^  117;  the  eonsUtutloual  pdnt,  lit 

Uoved  to  strike  oat  the  seooad  aeotimi  of  the  hm, 
117 ;  opposed  to  Uie  wb<de  teaor  of  tbe  blD,  IIT;  ttasoa 
alleged  fbr  this  eztraordinary  Increase  of  duties,  IIB; 
most  offendve  part  of  the  bill,  118;  the  Senate  esoaot 
setUe  the  eonstitnlltnal  queitloi,  118;  qaastfam  dsddsd 
agsla  aad  again  that  tha  Snata  eaa  origiinta  nA  a 
bill,lU;iiMtlott  toitriko  outloat^US^ 

Hoved  to  amend  by  maUaga  redaotloa  of  dnwbsifts 
In  the  same  proporUoa  as  the  rednotioii  «t  dntla^  119; 
the  duties  are  to  be  perio^callr  redaeed,  and  to  should 
be  the  dTawback^  119 ;  motion  tost,  ISQ. 

Bill  ttaai  the  House  slmlhu  to  tbe  Benate  hill  pie- 
seated  In  the  Senate,  ISO;  note,  ISO;  Senate  Mil  ordered 
toUeoaUwtable,  laO;  House  bUl  raportad  and  order- 
ed to  tUrd  nadlBg,  190. 

TUa  Un  eaitiaa  tba  Idea  that  tha  pntoaHvo  prtl^  is 
aa  avals  itidtlSi;  osr great resonroea  most  ftimr 
remain  dormant  If  they  are  to  wait  their  devetopatent 
from  the  operations  of  Itee  trade,  Itt;  whatalgDUesto 
preserve  the  prindplo  of  protection.  If  protection  tteelf 
Is  not  preserved!  IS8;ltisBaIdthiabllItanottobea 
parmaoent  sjrstem  for  the  countrj',  128 ;  it  is  said  the 
Tiaamrrkindaagor  irfaplBthoia,U8;  it  is  said  Oili 
bm  la  BiBimny  to  bold  tha  States  together,  128;  bUl 
pMMd.»8L 

At  ttoflbaaa^  report  rdatlTa  to,  ise;  OwUBeoa* 
Bldered,188;  Its  Character,  188 ;  provlons  poafthmoflhe 
oountr7,184;  Itnaadal  history  of  tha  government,  IM; 
principle  whieh  farms  the  beds  of  tho  bin,184;  remarks 
of  tbe  Preddent,  189 ;  can  tbe  ladnatrj  of  the  eonatix 
reentto&ewehaoaela  la  twoyearar  18S;  latsadsdto 
rednoe  the  revenne,  180;  Wone  ean  predict  the  pcs- 
dsa  alftot  of  tUaraaaaare^lSB;  thU  kwt  tiupn^ar 
ttma  to  diaaga  fha  aatabUibed  rtvnna  qjatm  «f  tka 
eoastiT,  U8;  what  doea  ttio  Un  prapoaat  181;  to 
reduce  the  daUea  to  the  acale  of  ISlSi,  and  la  some  In- 
staaces  lower,  188;  contrast  the  varkina  eaactments  on 
the  sut^eot  wlfb  the  present  UU,  187 ;  no  Jast  oaknU- 
tlon  can  be  made  upon  the  Imports  of  aaj  year  more 
than  tbataalBcreaaeofdufy  la  fallowed  braalaneaie 
of  reraane,  187;  aoMant  la  dUhmt  7««n,  188;  Oou- 
great  baa  BavarOoleas  legUatad  ^OB  a  maianrB  vUeh, 
If  adopted,  win  teQ  more  npon  onr  flitan  UstesT,  M; 
this measnn  Is  flxeeadln^y- pramaton  and  lMB^,Ut; 
the  real  csase  of  this  bm,  141;  a  bw  was  passed  on  this 
subject  at  the  last  seedon  after  a  long  dlseusdon,  141 ; 
tha  committee  urge  that  the  nTsnaa  most  be  redaeed 
to  tbe  waats  of  the  goveramcnt;  Ifl;  the  lereaue 
should  be  drawn  in  equal  proportions  from  the  dMteat 
States,  this  bill,  andsr  the  farm  <tf  a  revenno  mets- 
nre,  proposee  to  change  the  p^lcy  of  the  gorerament, 
U9;  CTtraotifrommsmagBiof  UTashtogtonaaaJaflfcr- 
am,  148;  ofltarts  to  glvopopalarttytoaiapln  of  band- 
ing np  domestio  msmdhetorea,  148 ;  this  bUI  Is  Intro- 
duced because  South  OsroUna  has  proapaotivelr  naUl- 
fied  the  law  passed  five  months  ago^  144 ;  Impossible  to 
donbt  the  nature  or  object  of  thia  mexamided  prooeed- 
In^  144;  this  bill  is  no  improveaisnt  of  tbe  pnaent 
iBw.Ui;  thaflntreaBlitteof  ataitffla  Oatltbdsp 
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dom  the  moms  to  flw  mute  oftlw  goTwiuiMnt,  145; 
vttfeotlMU  to  the  Ull,  UB;  wlut  wldAaM  to  thmtlutt 
jtnt  Judfiuat  wm  ammMDi  lut  nunmart  UB;  la 
fiien  U7  thing  la  th«  dnmnuUnoM  of  th«  Ubw  wbldi 
mikes  all  this  aeoeMufTW;  the  Southern  opiolon, 
146;  article  In  the  Soathem  Beriew,  149;  the&ct  u 
to  the  openUoa  with  a  eeetlgiial  iqjmtlee  and  hard- 
ship on  the  Sonth,  148;  we  ibonld  hnre  before  na  a 
bill  Tleldlng  Aftecn  mlllloDa  and  piotaeUns  mtmifiw 
turn,  14T ;  qoeatton  of  Ine^oalltT'  In  operation  on  the 
planting  Stntea  waailnad,  14^  14S;  one  more  general 
Taaann  wfaf  the  Hooae  dwnM  not  paaa  thla  bill  or  anjr 
bill  iiHiiiililliig  It,  14B ;  one  groond  to  aoooimt  for  the 
Tote  on  thla  bUlg  148 ;  how  ma;  it  affeot  the  ehancea  of 
pnbUemen  thna  tomako  nnlllflaaUoti  triumphant?  MS; 
we  shoold  ao  arrange  the  dntiea  as  to  afford  a  lUr  and 
HMonable  proteedm  to  thoee  Intoreata  that  hare  grown 
np  under  Uie  fhithof  the  gomnnient,  149;  alUr  and 
TBMOiiiMe  protection,  U9;  iron  first  reqalres  proteo- 
thRvUft;  oplih»s  of  namdhotaimi^UO;  tbe  pnteo- 
tlre  poU^  haa  been  raOognlied  as  the  troe  poUej' of  the 
eoontjy  ever  slnoe  the  fonndatltm  nt  Qie  goremment, 
161 ;  what  baa  bees  the  praetloal  operation  and  dPect  of 
thiaBratem?  151;  it  onghttobe  tonohed  wltbcare,deU 
cacy  and  eantlan,  152 ;  why  are  we  now  driven  Into  the 
paaHgeof  another  bin  for  rednettont  US;  whatia  the 
■tato  of  fteta  that  have  dictated  thla  morement  ?  16S. 

CanMof  Oe  origin  <tf  the  present  bIll,lS8i  (^eration 
artholaTariBSS,lfiS. 

CouMofthedelMtatlM;  It  Is  aald  the  pieant  la  not 
the  tlma  for  a  flnandal  reduction,  164;  the  fondeddebt, 
164;  nnsattlfled  ^tpropriatiou  of  former  years;  noU, 
165;  snrplos  ftind,  19S;  the  amount  of  rerennc  to  be 
derived  from  the  bin,  1611. 

What  are  the  ^amBtanoes  under  which  this  measore 
la  teonghtforward  1 107;  la  the  maaanre  neeeaiaty  r  16T ; 
•zfaant  from  Ote  npoit  flf  Oie  BoeielUT  or  the  noBSorjr, 
168;  dMll  m  be  hordenod  with  u  oosaa  of  rerenne 
nsder  the  oiWlnf  bwl  166;  daigan  which  thresteo 
the  BepnbUe^lSB;  nu^orf^ 4f  the  people  north  of  the 
Potomac  and  trf  the  wast,  beUove  the  STStem  of  proteo> 
tlootobeona  of  soond  polliiy,  160;  la  the  tariff  the  only 
ground  of  ^prehenelon  and  foar  t  IM ;  doee  the  Booth 
teallywlahtheoontlnoanceofthe  Cnl<mr  161;  drcjim- 
Btaooea  tudarirhleh  Ola  snljeot  again  oomas  np,169; 
elronmetanoas  to  eaU  upon  Congress  to  mpeaX  a  law  that 
has  not  yet  taken  eflhot,  US ;  JnstlM  to  other  Bonthem 
Btalea  la  said  to  demand  the  adoptfam  of  thlsmeetore, 

to. 

Motion  to  strike  ont  the  enacting  dasae,  IIS;  neither 
this  bill  nor  any  other  similar  to  it,  should  piua  at  thla 
aeealon,  168 ;  fkom  a  certain  iinaiter  of  the  Union,  a 
deelaietton  had  been  made,  that  the  protective  lyBtetn 
dM«ldBeloi«arlMeaniade«t  la  that  State,  164;  ex- 
tnetfromthsnddzeaaof  the  Bonth  Carolina  eonvmtlon, 
IM;  peaesfU  aaturaof  Ode  raiaed7,164;  azeratlon  of 
the  lswBtalsoepaeifleTemedr,lM;  th«  Union  eaUed  a 
eonlMeney  of  Stataa,  16S;  the  Qovemment  bound  to 
protect  all  the  great  Intoreata  of  the  citizens,  16S;  an 
espedal  protection  to  a  certala  Interest  In  the  Boathom 
Btatea,  165;  the  Interest  of  oommeroe  and  navlgaUon, 
166;  let  the  fneation  be  aettled  with  Sooth  OeroUna, 

m 

Cbti»protnlM  Sm. — ICotlon  to  strike  out  all  the  Hooae 
bin  sfter  the  meeting  elanae/and  Inaatt another  Mn,  ITO; 
qnaathm  en  ongtoaslog  the  new  bill,  170;  n  measore  of 
great  Importanoe,  170 ;  colled  a  bOl  of  compromise,  ITl ; 
rednctlon  of  duties  proposed,  171 ;  what  wlU  be  the 
eflbetof  thIabUlf  ITl;  It  abandons  protectlon^lTl;  ttte 
trade  nature  of  the  bill,  ITS;  signs  of  dlaoontent  and 
Tlolanoa  not  to  be  mot  with  a  Iklnt  baert;  whataasop- . 


nee  hare  we  that  thk  blD  will  settle  the  matters  at 
ooaplalDtf  178;  the  ^orWaaa  h^oad  thaMeiTn 
7«ars  of  a  fttd  oharaetor,  1T&. 

It  Is  an  abeoluto  abandonment  of  the  protective  STSten 
after  1843, 1T4 ;  what  will  be  the  Mnandal  opentlon  €t 
theblUri74;  orderedto  be  engroaaed,  176;  It  proposal 
to  provide  for  the  wants  of  the  Government  hnt  doeo 
not  make  any  provision  for  tho  wants  of  the  nation,  ITS ; 
how  do  the  provlsloBS  of  this  bQI  insure  the  dMtnietlon 
of  flie  msnalhatiirliigliitersot  T  ITe  ;  the  evil  wffl  lU  on 
the  whole  oonntry,  and  wfll  be  a  just  retribntlon,  te., 
IT& 

The  reatrictloa  la  too  slow,  and  the  time  for  srrlving  et 
the  revenue  point  too  distant,  177 ;  the  pledge  contained 
In  the  bUl  for  the  fhtore,  177;  Is  this  House  to  experi- 
ment on  the  livelihood  of  miDlonaf  177;  the  blD  does 
nothing  but  hold  out  to  fteelgneit  «U  that  protection 
and  encouragement  which  on^t  to  be  raeervsd  for  our 
dtliona,  197;  the  people  have  not  loAed  Ibr  any  thing 
like  thli^  ITT;  thepn^oaal  to eqnallia  aQ  dnttaa,  t«dM> 
Ing  them  to  twenty  per  eent,  ItS;  wliat  ma  flia  dle- 
dtmlnatloa  under  sueh  a  blUf  178;  the  maonfhctoren 
must  at  last  coma  to  a  revenue  dnty,  ITS ;  no  man  should 
raise  his  volco  against  twenty  per  cent  enoouragement^ 
178 ;  Congress  has  already  acted  on  thla  enhleet,  178; 
repeal  the  law  and  Booth  Garollna  trtampha,  179 ;  what 
are  the  reasons  asdgned  for  this  binriTS;  what  has 
bron^t  about  the  present  alannlngstato  of  things  1 179; 
ooi^t  a  bin  pteaanted  In  the  manner  and  under  the  elt> 
enmataneee  of  this  to  pessT  179;  with  whom  did  It 
originate  f  179 ;  who  brought  the  proteetlve  system  Into 
being!  ISO ;  the  bin  Is  the  best  mog  that  can  be  pro- 
cured, 180 ;  an  exchange  of  Intermedlato  protection  fl» 
ultlmato  reduction,  180;  more  oug^t  to  have  been 
aUowed  to  the  demands  <rf  the  Soatb,  ISO;  what  the 
advoeatea  of  potaethn  edml^  181;  how  doae  tUa  WH 
propose  to  reduce  the  dntlaa  M81 ;  Ml  paand,  IBL  As 
/fwfM,  vol  1, 3,  8, 4,  B, «,  7,  8,  9, 10,  II. 
i>M«M,  Seduction  of,  RmiiMcmim,VL 

JMtet  •»  Zbmiafffb— As  MUm,  tcL  1. 


B 

AZmoMoii,  OwsmMfssoih-AM  Msn^TsLlOb 
mwardt,  jnnfoA,  Address  ^f^-Ass  Awlsi^  toL  fll 
SUeHointf  Prttldsnt—SM  ImOm,  vol  1,  ami  Jmdm,  toL 

g,  PrMirUmiial  El«(*ion^ 
mctoral  VoUfbr Pr«Hdmt.—aa» htdm,-n\Vi. 

Souaefrom  MoMae^Bttt^Bt*  Tndtai,  vol.  1, 
Buiuxxx,  Axos,  votes  for,  as  Tloe  President,  168. 
Zuivoan,  Wiuux  V.,  Bepieaantattfe  from  Ooueetl- 

ent,  88»;  oa  a  ndnetbm  oT  4atla^  Uk  jSm  JMsb, 

vols.  10^  11. 

Jhihar^-^SssAdin  TSla.  8,4t  ^  omIMmi^  vid.1, 0rsa( 

Britain. 

J&MibnenU,  Bneawaotmmt  ef.--B»»Ind»m,ytiL  & 
EvAxs,  Onoxoi,  Beproasntatlve  from  Halna,  885;  on  ala- 
verylntbeDlatrletofCotaBifela,8T8.  AsiMsivnli- 

10,11. 

Sntan;  XmrAio,  BepresentallTe  fimm  VamwhiiBtt^ 
885;  on  rednetlon  of  datlaB,li8;  on  rednctlon  of  poet- 
age,  181-188 ;  lelattve  to  relatlona  with  rnaee^  874;  on 
the  Fortification  tdll,  654;  on  the  Meade  <dalm,  666;  on 
the  Cherokee  nMmoilal,(Mt  on  a  medal  to  Oeik  M«s 
gan,697;o&Fien«kreIatloBa,68L  AsMsa^TOla.^ 
9, 10,  IL 

EvxBcn-,  Hou.on,  Bepreeantstlve  from  Tshbob^  8BB;  «• 
the  Compromise  bin,  174.  flse/isJss^  vols.  10,11. 
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Ewnto,  Jomr,  B«pMaeaUtlTe  from  Indian*,  888. 

SwiRS,  Thomas,  Senator  ttota  Ohio,  IM,  189;  on  ttte  Oold 

CotBbm,8a8;  ontlwiaiAIgiiiiMiiioiU,TlV.  AmA- 

<f«iS  ToL  11. 
Ewnto,  W.     Senator  Inm  IHIdoIb,  T19. 

JbofM  on  £<ffii0nL-iSw  Jfnd^m,  toIa.  1,  SL 

JhwonMBa  JWroiag*— In  the  Senalfl,  a  TssoInttOB  TslatlTe 
to,  eonridered,  6U;  a  report  relatlre  to,  6H ;  other  re- 
pOTts,D85;  motion  to  print,  Ac,  68S;  the  qnaetlonttoir 
preeented,  whether  power  la  to  be  perpetuated  In  the 
hands  of  a  dominant  partj,  the  Influenoo  of  patron- 
and  the  pabUo  monej,  BBS;  people  led  Into  an  er- 
tOT  relatlre  to  a  eertaln  lDdlTldaal,fiB9;  the  power  of 
appointment  and  lemoral  ooooentrated  tat  the  Mme 
haode,the  eweiwa  cf  d«tpoaain,B«t;  hov  the  Imoo  hai 
bean  ended,  580;  the  Fraddent  may  with  bopunltj 
trampb  oa  the  lain,  aeoerdiBf  to  hla  eoMtmotloB  of  hla 
powers,  884. 

The  Prealdent's  eonetnietlon  not  donbtod  In  the  re- 
port, 68T ;  Inoreaae  of  the  expeOMa,  S67;  the  Increase 
not  so  great  as  had  been  depicted,  597 ;  dates  of  oompar- 
koi),U7;  Internal  improTemeat  the  first  head  of  In- 
crease,  688 ;  Kevolntlonsry  penalons  the  itezt  aooroe, 
088;  ttw  remoral  of  the  Indlaaa  next,  W8;  exttncUoa 
of  Indian  titles,  089;  other  oaaBeB,680;  compariB<»u  <tf 
^penditores,  6)0 ;  sncoesalre  annoal  expenditures,  BW ; 
the  fhllacT'  of  the  report,  091 ;  the  dlsmluiona  from  of- 
fice, S91 ;  the  proportion  to  amend  the  constitution  for 
eight  yean,  to  enable  Congreas  to  make  dlstribaUon  of 
the  snrplns  rorenne,  S92 ;  the  crj  six  months  ago,  093 ; 
a  lerloas  prt^raaltloa  to  alter  the  eonstltntion  for  eight 
jears,  098 ;  Ute  Senate  admonished  to  beware  of  rfdl* 
fnil«,OW;  doae  not  the  prewBt  state  of  the  oosntij  e«n 
fordefonoe?  CM;  further  detaite,  095;  motion  to  print 
carried,  OWL 

Beport  of  a  oommlttee  elj^t  years  sgo,  09T ;  extracts, 
097 ;  deplorable  ehaage  whieh  a  few  years  has  wronght, 
098 ;  how  has  the  pl^hted  bith  of  the  party  been  Ail- 
filled?  0»8;  shall  the  bill  pass!  6W;  Its  teataiea, 099; 
each  o&ee-holder  will  be  Independent,  099 ;  other  faa- 
taresortheMl],8M;  ooraplalnt  against  the  report,  600; 
the  bUl  requires  the  Prealdent  to  i^n  his  reasons,  «1 ; 
what  wonid  yon  do  with  them  ?  001 ;  toahaa  the  Presi- 
dent responsible  to  the  Senate,  001 ;  the  power  to  rega- 
late  removals  rests  In  Congrois,  6D1 ;  important  to  make 
the  Exeontlve  examine  and  consider  well  the  charges 
agidnst  an  officer.  Ml ;  It  proposes  to  repeal  the  law 
which  Umlte  the  tenure  of  oertMn  offlees  to  four  yean, 
AOS;  what  la  to  be  ItoprKtical  operation  t60t;  wUlany 
one  aaeert  that  the  President  haa  the  power,  without 
any  ground,  to  remore  from  ofltoaf  608;  amendment 
proposed,  80S. 

Ot^Jeet  of  the  bill  the  redncUon  of  ExecntlTe  patron- 
age, AM ;  Important  to  the  stablll^  of  the  OoTsmment 
and  the  w«l&re  of  the  people,  that  there  ahonld  be  a 
flheek  to  the  progress  of  ofBdal  Inflnonce,  604;  existence 
of  parties  not  to  be  arolded,  604 ;  patronage  acts  <hl 
those  who  poaseas,  and  also  who  expect  oaioe,60i;  the 
hlD  propowB  two  m«■•llre^  W;  eonddetaUa  bmellt 
kaa  irtaan  ftom  the  law  of  18S0;  BOB;  OoTemment  Is  u 
agen^  created  fbr  the  good  of  the  pei^le,  and  every 
ofllcer  a  servant  of  the  people,  006;  the  second  check  In 
the  hill  requires  of  the  President  the  reasons  of  remo- 
Til,  600;  the  power  of  the  Presldest  to  remove  settled, 
608;  ftirther  reasons  for  the  bill,  606 ;  Impossible  to  dls- 
corer  the  nseessl^  for  the  alarming  picture  of  danger  to 
onr  QoTomment  which  the  eoismitteo  had  presented, 
aoT;  an  entlra  idMenos  tt  flta  threatened  4u|er,60T; 
BOBlNr  alntad  ai  Oapwdrat  oB  G«nniBMBt  Itot^or^ 


OOT ;  the  army  is  tndoded,  aod  is  this  an  object  of  dan- 
ger r  607 ;  the  navy  and  marine  ooipe  Indaded,  008;  the 
whole  roD  of  Bevolntioiiary  pensioBeis,  OOS ;  of  whom 
the  claas  of  ofllofr  boldera  Is  made  to  OMidat,  609 ;  dunga 
■B  to  the  maaoer  of  botowiivotBeae,  OOt. 

This  bill  attacks  a  eoMtmetioa  of  the  wwatitBtiBa 
irtileh  h«  bera  flonaUered  artOed  to  almoat  half  a  cn- 
tnty.  610 ;  has  tiM  PiwUeat,  uder  the  eonatttotloa.  the 
power  of  removing  Execnttve  offloeraf  610;  the  qvca- 
tlcH>  decided  In  the  House  In  IT89, 611 ;  hietorieal  alate- 
ment,  611 ;  what  the  <^>osltIon  shoold  prove,  611 ;  what 
is  the  satnre  <^  tiie  eonstitntlont  611;  the  acde  power 
cS  remoTli^  Executive  officers  is  vested  to  the  Pmt- 
dent,  618;  words  of  the  oonstltnttMi,  61«;  qteoeh  oc 
Uadison,  61S;  argnmeiA  oA  iii«MUMn<flU4,  018;  the 
Sennto  caBBot be  alw«ya  in  aaarioii,6U;  ntBstpeeda- 
ton  be  allowed  to  remala  In  oflka  nnOl  the  Seaato 
meets!  618;  wlthoQtadlreetc<mtralofttae  heads  of  ds- 
partments.  It  wonld  be  Impossible  for  the  President  to 
see  the  laws  prc^rly  executed,  614 ;  if  the  Senate  waa 
always  in  session,  would  it  remove  the  diffloaltyf  614; 
no  two  thii^  miore  diatloct  In  their  nature  than  the 
power  of^ipolntments and 'remorala, 614;  ttismldtha 
President  ia  too  for  removed  from  respondbtUfy  tat  the 
Mcerdaa  of  tUs  power, 615;  wboaoado  we  derlTS  our 
authority  to  demand  the  Frerident^  naacoi?  6UL 

Cmgreaa  holds  the  pniee,  but  does  It  follow  that  me 
hand  is  to  reoeive  and  eontrtd  the  diabursement  of  the 
money  t  610;  if  this  power  of  disntlssal  Is  saactlonad,  it 
will  be  extended  to  the  army  and  navy,  017 ;  the  power 
of  removal  nowhere  expresaly  reeognlted  In  the  eon- 
atltation,  017;  inferences  from  tha  aaaertioit  that  the 
Frestdont  la  bound  to  see  the  Uwb  MthftiUy  ozaoBted, 
n7;  to  whittdepnrtraeBt  does  tiia  power  of  ramonlbs- 
lonftln  regard  to  all  offlMa  ersated  byUwf  4dB;  p>»* 
eedents,  Ol8;  the  bUl  makoa  no  pro  vision  far  the  iasaf- 
flcieoey  of  the  reasons  <tf  the  President  nataili«QM 
li^ured  offloer,  619 ;  vote  on  the  bill,  ttl. 

BepatriaHom,—a»»  Indtee,  vols.  S,  5,  L 
EsBp«diHfm  aoaUut  Porte  Bioo.—3f  I»dt9,  ToL  T. 

ja^lortiig  JtgMdlMoii.— U  the  ^nae,  a  paUtton  lbr,pn- 
■anted,  616 ;  TCMon  for,  641-A*  iisdSB^  ToL  la 

JBjpin*gtog  AssohiMoiL— In  the  Senate,  reselntlon  oltRed, 
880;  aqueetion  of  the  ver^  first  moment,  8SQ;  the  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate  one  that  ouffitt  to  be  expunged,  820 ; 
the  Imiuediato  question  Is  on  the  rejection  of  the  Pred- 
dent's  message,  891 ;  wlU  the  Senate  deny  the  reqneat 
of  the  President  in  the  meauge  T  881 ;  the  conaUtntlon- 
all^  of  the  Senate's  conduct  In  adopting  a  rescrintton 
which  condemns  the  President  for  a  vWatkm  of  tha 
laws,  on;  the  ^ooee^nga  of  the  Benate  an  Inspeadt- 
tont  without  the  finraa  <^  an  impeachment,  688 ;  the 
iesolntlons,8n;  their  alteraUon,  828;  dedgn,3tt;  ef- 
fect, 8S3 ;  other  evldenoe  to  show  the  Impeaching  diar- 
actei  of  the  Senate's  reatdutiona,  838 ;  three  characters 
In  which  the  Senate  can  act,  838 ;  Hamilton  on  the  Im- 
poachlng  power,  834;  foatnres  of  the  fiunons  court  of 
Star  Chamber,  835 ;  the  fiat  of  pubUo  opinion  has  saper- 
ioded  tha  axe  of  (he  ezoonUoner,  83S;  in  vsln  to 
there  waa  no  oldeBt  In  annUtUatlng  the  Prcaldonilapo- 
llttcal  Influence,  M, 
The  raaohitkm  ra^eetlng,  884;  onislderttd,  884;  ks^ 

m 

BetoliiiioittqfAldlKima.—Tba  resolution  of  the  Ala- 
bama Legislature  presented,  078;  will  a  proposition  to 
e^iunge  be  submitted  T  673;  notice  given  at  the  tints 
the  original  reaidntlon  was  paaaed,  078;  f&rthar  re- 
naifcs,07fc 

Tha  rsMUnthm  efforad,  616;  the  ettanlnattag  mhIi- 
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ttMi,  W;  otttMtto  dwrthejonnul,  027;  expnaging  Is 
tha  ftopa  COQTM,  627 ;  oam  of  tbe  ICiddleaax  election, 
S8T ;  consldend  an  attack  on  tbe  dlgnl^  of  th«  Seoat^ 
6SI;  UiddloMX  eUotlon  afida,  6S3;  the  (siminatlng 
retiolntlon  was  Illegal  and  tuOost,  CM ;  vague  and  Indefi- 
nite, ffiiS;  GondemnaUon  of  the  PretldaDt  ooimect«d 
irltli  the  cansa  of  tlw  Uiik,  680;  poBltio&i  to  be  jnored, 
481;  the  leatdtitton,  <SL 

This  resoliitioa  denounces  tJie  act  of  the  Benate  as  no- 
oonatituUonal,  npjOBtlflable,  and  oflbnslre,  68S ;  hare  we 
the  constitutional  power  or  right  to  paaa  this  reaola- 
tlonr  688;  can  we  obllt*i»tetbsiMmdf  688;  duger  d 
this  doctrine,  684. 

Teas  end  nays  on  taking  up  the  question,  686, 

Besolntlons  of  the  Korth  CarolLoa  Leglslstaie,  686 ; 
mnarki^  686;  mibs right  toe^nasthsirdlai^iobstion 
as  to  flatter  the  Exeentlre,  686. 

Uoved  to  strike  out  the  word  "oxpouge,"  and  liuert 
"rescind,"  68T ;  amendment  carried,  63S;  ftirther 
mnarka,  6S8;  resolution  laid  on  the  table,  683 ;  original 
iwolntlon  renewed,  688, 

Notice  of;  glreo,  TiS ;  tbe  resolution,  748 ;  ot^lectlonB 
to  the  word  "expnngo,^  744;  words  of  the  eonsUtatloii, 
T44;  to  be  makers  as  veil  as  preeerrerBof  the  Joornal, 
745;  tbe  word  azandned  paothsaUr, T4EI ;  tt  is  said  a 
put  of  oar  legUatlTe  Urtoiy  win  be  destrorod,  746; 
copies  of  the  Journal,  how  dlstribnted,  746 ;  a  praoodant, 
747 ;  the  merits  of  tbe  qaeatlon,  74S-7T6. 

Seaolntlons  ol  New  Hampshire,  754;  do.  Now  York, 
718. 

Jbpu»(ri»{/  0*4  Jovmal  c^iA«  Bet»aU.S6«  li^dM,  rol.  8. 
F 

AB></a«  aUo,2MHM0iMreIa«Mla,m 

ToumM  HaU  feKOwKona.— In  tbe  Senate,  rewdDtkni  from 
the  frtoDds  of  the  AdmlnlBtratioii  presented,  808;  twen- 
tf-elght  la  number,  80S;  Identic  of  this  scene  with  that 
presented  In  ISll,  808;  nuchlnerj  of  alarm  In  fall  ao- 
tlrltr,  SOS;  real  o^ect  of  this  sJann  Is  to  seenie  the  ro- 
chnrter  of  the  bank,  808;  manner  of  proceeding,  806 ; 
political  character  of  the  bank,  804;  no  Qoremment  di- 
rectors In  the  hank,  804. 

Federal  Cbwta;— Beatrintton  on  ezpenaea  o(  127. 

JlKbrat  JiHl0«l^-iSseA<E«^TolB.4tfl;aitd  iMEi^Tida.S, 
tiAmmdmKitt  to  flU  OcmttUuHtn. 

Tkldu,  Josh  M.,  BopreoentatlTe  tnm  Booth  Carolina,  880. 
Sm  Jnd^  ToL  It 

Fnsn,  Craxues  Q.,  B«presentaliTe  from  New  York,  Ml 

FiLLHOzz,  Millard,  Representatlre  from  New  York,  885 ; 
relatlre  to  the  LonlsTllle  and  Portland  canal,  66T ;  on 
BlaTerj  In  the  District  oi  Columbia,  677. 

JTaff  qfths  United  8taU».-'8B»  Irtd*^  Tol  L 

JTorttfa  4ifh*rs;— fllM  Index,  vol  T.  Ccmak'-See  Index, 
ToL  8.  fforemmeni  of.— See  Index,  toL  &  BpanWi 
Tnaty,  OotnipaHon  of.— See  IwUa,  toL  4.  JStrehaee 
if.-~See  hidtB,  ToL  &  IRwfctnL— iSm  ItiOtrnt  toL  & 

IXoHda  CTaim^.— In  the  Home  a  Mil  fi)r  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain InhaUtnits  of  Eaaf  Florldn,  ewalilared,  188 ;  Ustor* 
Ical  sketeh  of  the  events  and  Inddenls,  188^180;  princi- 
ples ot  International  law ;  In  the  8eiwt«  s  MS  flnr  a 
railroad  in,  considered,  788. 

Wlorida  Land  Ctaimtf-See  Index,  vols.  10, 11. 

Flotd,  Jokr,  votes  for,  as  ProBtdent,  168. 

Tom,  BAvim.  A.,  Representative  from  Oomwotleat,  885. 
See  Index,  vols.  9,  l(^  IL 

IboFe  See(auilon.—8ee  Indeai,  vol.  10,  fiMte  Land*. 

Jbrelgn  JBnMere,  almee     PrMUffirStt  JnOvt,  itA,  ft. 

Jbrs^  fsIoMoML— As  JadsN^  Tob.  4,  SL 


FoBWrzR,  Jomr  BepresentatlTa  btm  TenoesMe,  886L 
^trtijtcaiion  .BUI.— In  the  Benate,  a  message  from  the 
House,  to  amend,  hj  ^)propriatlng  three  millions,  4t&, 
689 ;  apprehension  of  war  with  France,  689 ;  a  proposi- 
tion to  establish  a  militarf  monarchy,  689;  pecoUar 
crisis  in  our  fbrelgn  relations,  688 ;  what  Is  the  character 
of  this  appropristlon  ?  640 ;  farther  debate,  640;  vote  to 
disagree,  641;  House  Insist,  6tt ;  eonbrenoe^  648;  r»> 
por^64B;  latheHoue*  motlai  to  unanl  Ijatf 
prq^tatlon  Ibr  n|>aln  at  CuO»  Island,  Boston,  654; 
uppoeod,  65C ;  amendment  appropriating  three  mQUoiH, 
concurred  in,  688 ;  Senate .  disagree,  684;  Hoose  reftisa 
to  recede,  664 ;  House  resolve  to  adhere,  680 ;  bill  passed, 
765 

FouFTTH,  Jomr,  Senator  tma  Georgia,  198 ;  an  appropria- 
tion land  sales,  S7 ;  on  the  revenue  eoUectiim  bill, 
lit ;  on  reduction  <tf  duties,  116 ;  on  the  report  relative 
to  the  removal  of  tha  dsporits,  905 ;  on  the  purchase  of 
books,  SOI;  on  Am  remoral  of  the  depositB,  SS8;  on  flw 
Prsddent^  protest,  840 ;  on  dlstreag  metnorlals,  878;  on 
book  purchase,  87V.  As  JMex,  toIb.  10^  11 

FOBTXS,  TnoMASF.,  BepreeentatlTe  firom  Georgia,  885;  on 
ttie  compromise  bill,  177 ;  on  nulUfication,  13S ;  on  the 
purchase  of  books,  417 ;  <m  the  purchase  of  books,  640; 
on  the  local  bank  deposit  regulation  bin,  Wl.  Bee 
Index,  vols.  10, 11, 

FowLKB,  BAHirxL,  Bopresentatlve  from  ITew  York,  880. 

France,  datme  on.— In  the  Honse  a  bill  relative  to  the 
convention  with,  considered,  478;  question  of  prolong- 
ing the  time,  478;  bill  passed,  478. 

liwtee,  Convention  vrUK—See  Index,  vol  IL 

Franee,  Relalione  wtO.— In  the  Senate,  a  message  and 
papers  relative  to  the  roftasal  of  France  to  provide  for 
the  ezecntion  of  the  treaty  of  13S1,  commnnlcated,  644; 
referred,  644;  report  of  the  committee,  644;  report  on 
in  the  ^euate,6TT;  resolution  modlAod,  677;  adopted, 
fi77;  memorials  presented,  OSO;  messsge  on,  02&  See 
ForUfieaHonBta. 

In  tha  Honsa,  n  mewag«  relative  tO|  66ft;  reacdntlou 
nlatlvo  tOk  857. 

Heesage  with  eorrespondene«  sent  to  the  Honse,  667 ; 
motion  to  print  and  rclbr  to  oommlttee  on  Foreign  Be- 
latlons  to  report  forthwith,  660 ;  Important  to  be  acted 
on  now,  669 ;  doobtful  if  France  would  ftillU  the  stipu- 
lations, 669 ;  Inference  If  tbe  motion  Is  adopted,  669 ;  a 
declaration  of  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  House  to 
takaa  belUgnent  attttuda  towards  France, 868;  ww 
the  Honse  tn  this  dlsporiOouT  689;  noOdng  In  the  cor- 
icqiondence  to  warrant  the  unfkdfllment  by  Franoe^ 
070;  the  PresMenfe  Uesasge  presented  two  proposi- 
tions, sitber  to  take  no  action  on  tbe  subject  or  to  make 
reprisals,  670;  how  long  Is  forbearance  to  be  nrged 
upon  ns  f  670 ;  what  la  the  character  of  the  propodtkm 
of  the  member  tram  Hassachneetts  T  670 ;  course  <rfthe 
French  government,  671 ;  can  we  expect  IntelUgenee 
mmefcvin^lef  on;  •fIlBOt<rftheresidnttoii,6n;  Ifwe 
are  to  have  ft  oontast  with  France,  this  eonntry  BhoaU 
weaie  t3u  vantage  groond,  071 ;  the  French  government 
may  yet  send  as  a  vortby  message,  67S ;  two  things 
neeesssiy  before  the  House  can  go  te  their  committee 
and  demands  report,  673;  movedto  strikeout  "toro- 
port  forthwith,"  673;  importance  of  united  action,  6T8; 
farther  forbeoranoe  would  no  longer  be  a  virtue,  673 ;  it 
belonged  to  this  House  to  s^  to  France  what  their  feel- 
ings were,  678;  nopn^ty  In  ftartherdelv.on;  we 
eonid  have  shown  tbe  JuBtlea  of  the  Amerldm  side  of  tbe 
questhni  byeariier  action,  874;  proceedings  In  Franoe, 
874;  leesouefopposttkt&tottte  king,  675;  why  was  tbe 
House  bonnd  toactt  nS;  ttli  a qnaatton  of  peaoe or 
war,  073l 
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UwMga  r«UUTe  to,  880 ;  retdatiaiu  of  tho  nujoiltj 
ot  the  eommlttee,  t80 ;  amendnMiit  offered,  880 ;  lo- 
port,881;  debate,  88S;  amendment  carried,  682, 

Ueaiac"  ftonttbo  PmUent,m;  Infiinnatlon oalled 
lBr,T»;  modlirtloaof  Gnat Biltals, TU ; nwMV,  1SB. 
Am  IndtK,  ToK  1  Si. 

WivnHng  PrMt«Q».—8— Indt^  Tola.  1,  S. 

fEurxiJir,  'WixTB  eUoted  eloA  of  the  nHua,sn: 
leave  of  abaenee  panted  to,  468. 

Frtedom    0anaeiMna4.—&»  Zndma,  toL  1. 

FuuKOHiTTiiK,  TKKODOax,  Beiutor  from  New  Jenej.in; 
on  the  Berenoe  Colleetlon  bill,  48,  80 ;  pneenta  a  dla- 
tiaaa petition  fhoa  Newark,  SU;  pesenta  diatma  me- 
moilak,  %t&t  i  OB  Now  Jonay  Tnwwrial^  STL  8»» 
JiutaaS  Tola.  ICb  11. 

/WftcA  OoloMal  Trad^—SM  Iitdm,  toL  9. 

French  Dtcratf.—S**  Indts^  voL  fi. 

JVwvA  £0ve«f.— j5m  Indtm,  toL  1. 

JVwio&  (^wUattMU.— In  the  Senate,  leaTO  to  Intiodoca  a 
bill,  relatlTo  to,  asked.  11 ;  rdtaired  to  a  aelect  eommlt- 
tee, II ;  oommittea  wfllnted,  19;  UU  Mnaldand  la 
oommittee,  18. 

PilOT  to  1800;  •  UU  to  proTlde  ftr,  oonddand,  BIS; 
groanda  upon  wUeh  tha  «Ialma  ai*  aappoaed  to  net, 
BBS;  three  hading  propoalUona  nppoaed  to  be  true, 
BU ;  tm  what  grosnd  wia  Ola  OoranuMBt  awwemUe  to 
an;  extent  Ibr  the  Injniy  done  thaae  elaimanta,  &8S ;  to 
what  extent  la  the  Government  la  Jaatloe  bound,  686; 
the  treaty  of  1800  releaaed  France,  fi86;  the  Qorem- 
meat  ftir  a  ralld  oonalderatlon  assumed  the  claims,  5S8 ; 
the  conaldeirtton  was  snob  as  no  claimant  oould  rest  on, 
0U;  liadan  AsMiican a rl^t to erana  hato  ftr  losaea, 
iMOMiso  Ow  United  Ststes,  bj  a  anbseqnent  tna^,  got 
lid  of  a  gnarantj'  of  a  lonner  one,  S86. 

Character  of  tho  Iqjnrles  inflicted  on  onr  eom- 
iMroa,  ahown  hj  the  eommereUl  relations  of  the  two 
eonntrlea.  B87;  the  right  to  have  eompensatlon  from 
Franoe  reeognlsed  by  the  Cnlted  Statea,  688;  France 
admitted  her  obHgatlon  to  make  compensation,  B88 ; 
how  the  oUma  of  France  arose,  fiSS;  a^ptUtlons,  689 ; 
trea^.MOihowthadlaehargeof  Fnneowaa  aflboted, 
MO,  Ml ;  the  friends  of  the  bill  alalm  t^  our  Oorern- 
nenthad  rakaaed  Fitnea  ftom  piqnataiit  fto  aowuldaa^ 
atlon,paairiiig  directly  to  the  benefit  of  the  OoTonmattt, 
and  taStj  aqnal  In  value  to  tha  claims,  W;  relations  be- 
tween ^anee  and  tbla  oonntry- prior  to  the  dlsturbanoes 
outof  which  the  elalma  rose,  fi4B;  the  guarantee  of  the 
United  States,  546;  origin  of  the  elalms  which  formed 
tbt  witi)<)Ptftf  thflhilli  ft4B;  gwnndi  ftf  mlninilBTitsndlng| 
A16;  what  has  the  GoTammont  dou  to  oUata 
tj  ftr  thaaa  abdmanta  ftom  naaeaf  1MB;  aetaal  wot 
batwaaaFiatmiadthaUittad  Statea,  Ml;  tbetrM^r 
of  UOO  and  tha  riaiSM  lAleh  taduoed  tba  Amatfean 
Mgotlatora  to  place  it  on  the  baila  of  a  pamanMit 
peace,  B60 ;  olfject  of  that  treatr.  65a 

Llablll^  of  the  United  States  to  theae  elatmanto  In 
ease  the  Senate  determine  that  a  war  had  not  ez- 
latad  to  bar  all  olalm,  661 ;  the  release  now  dalmed 
to  be  nada,  651 ;  doeumentarf  hletoff,  Bn^  iriiat  waa 
tta  TBloa  an  obligation  to  negottata  *'Bt  a  aoaTaiUaat 
1tiaar>0BS;  waa  tha  sOtoet  «f  a^n^ag  tke  HOOBd  ar- 
tMetozalaaaa  aayelalnt  BBS;  thrae  d«in4)tloaa  of 
dalma  to  be  paid  by  this  tre^,  B68;  not  a  cent  was  paid 
by  Franoe  on  the  admitted  clalma  untU  the  treaty  of 
Ijonlalana,  654 ;  proposItlonB  established,  SM. 

The  prc^odtion,  by  the  establishment  of  which  the 
•dToeatas  of  tha  blU  sooght  to  enAme  the  propriety  of 
Uapanage^BOB;  waa  Fraaee  ladablMl  to  the  claimants 
IB  laOD  7  BBS;  poritlMi  of  tha  two  eonntrlaa,  058 ;  why  did 
aotthabeatOWn  floartltntewvr  BDS;  Ifnil^nUtad 
lgrwOT,Ukaaldtha  aUoMwrn  mind  braasptte' 


tlon,  658;  were  the  United  Statw  bonud  by  trea^  stlp- 
uhrtltHia  to  Franes^  onerooa  to  the  one  and  T^naibla  to 
Oeothar  WT;  la  tken  any  Joat  CMna  of  eemplairt 
against  the  QoTerament,  becaose  the  attlUide  it  sasamed 
toward  FMnea  hn«  raleasad  thaaa  eMma,  t)6Si 
the  natoa  of  tJw  claims  not  soeh  u  «»ealed  ttnm^ 
to  oar  sympathies,  BM;  wtf^t  of  the  mertta  of  U-j. 
cUInu,BtM. 

Whole  stress  of  the  qoesUMt  lies  in  a  flaw  simple  bet^ 
660;  on  what  ground  U  it  maintained  that  the  United 
Statea  received  a  valuable  eonslderatlan  for  thdr  dahu, 
660;  the  treaty  of  gnarantee  of  tn8,B80;  aotbooad 
because  <tf  a  pretended  release  froen  a  guarantae  wMoh 
did  not  Und  M,  Sei ;  It  li  InsUtad  that  the  Unttod  Btatsa 
actually  reeelved  a  ftill  eoasideratlon  ftom  Fraaee  ftc 
these  clalBii,  MB;  ttom  what  obligations  ware  we  rt- 
kModl  562;  exertirau  of  thte  country  tu  behalf  ef  these 
daima,  661 ;  what  were  the  kisses  which  led  to  thcaa 
dalmsr  668;  in  whose  baada are  theee  claims f  068. 

No  party  question,  664 ;  this  question  essentially  a  ju- 
dicial one,  684;  objecttoos  that  hare  been  urged,  684; 
theowneraof  thaidalB>s,06B;  bistoryof  the  dalms pre- 
sented la  th«  raport  of  tha  Seairtary,  S65;  oxtma^ 
665;  Utay  oonaUtatad  Just  demaada  apliist  FraBea  ba- 
lm tha  iatarfmaea  of  oar  Ooronmeat,  BBS;  wbat  is 
admitted?  6<T: did  thMe<dalmt  subsist  agalnat  France 
up  to  the  time  of  the  treaty,  567;  It  U  said  tbcy  had 
ceased  to  exist  at  the  Hmo  of  concluding  the  treaty, 
688 ;  act  of  ITW,  B68 ;  argnmenta  to  ^ve  a  atate  of  war^ 
688,  588 ;  the  claims  releaud,  relinquished,  or  extin- 
guished, by  the  mUflcattoa  of  the  amended  troa^,  6Ttt; 
released  w  natfamal  ooBridanttona,  671. 

TbenrgBmaatlatba«ase,6n;  rights  of  dtlceBSta 
protection  droumscrlbed  by  the  general  wellhn,  BTS; 
conduct  of  the  OoTemment  relative  to  theee  claims,  SJS, 
BT8;  eomphdnto  ttf  the  Unltad  Statea  against  Fraaee 
cwnmenoed  in  1708,  574 ;  a  UAval  warlhre  waged,  674 ;  It 
is  said,  It  did  not  hare  the  effect  of  abrogating  the  ex- 
isting treaties,  674 ;  poetiiro  of  the  two  eountriea  at  the 
time  the  treaty  of  1600  was  negaUated,  676;  the  best 
that  waM  be  oUslned,  678;  flirttae  naM^  SHkBlT; 
Ua  ocilsvad  to  bo  aogmsad,  BISl 

J^vWvsA>o««-AsA<t«^T(da.^<,7.  AooM. 
AfffUM«>VvmAstfes.-iSMA<feai,ToLI.  . 
Fuun,  Philo  Ok,  Sepreaentatlve  fhnn  New  Ymk,  SSK 
Fuuja,  William  B.,  BepresentaUTe  from  New  York,  Ml 
FuLTOX,  Joam  IL,  Bepresentatlve  from  TUginia,  88&. 


o 

OAinUTB,  Jomt,  RepresentatlTe  from  Fennsylvaala,  B8& 
OalM  onJ  Suton  alsofsd  J>r*Ugn.—Sis  IndM,  vela.  8,  T. 
Oajcblx,  Boon  L.,  BepreaeatatlTe  from  Georgia,  88BL 
GAauvD,  BopresentatlTa  from  Louisiana,  488. 
G«ntral  Oommiuaiy^la  tha  Hooas,  a  blU  rslatlTe  to,  eea- 
■iderad,  483,  tends  to  taawMs  the  nnmber  of  dart^ 
M;  niasasltyef  ItepiHH"  pnsmf  l»w  soca  aqdin 
ttl;fiiittardabils,48l;  blD  loeotnmttted,  4Sa, 
Otntrat  Veffbrn— Am  liuUm,  toL  1. 
Otoryia  CMma.—Su  Mm,  voL  10. 
Georgia  Land  C!laUiu.~8«4  /ndeai,  vol  & 
<?eor^  jnittto  OiNiM-As  AtlatB,  Totai  a;  Ik  T,  B.  IL 
Otorgia  PntetL—Bf  trndrnt,  "^A  1& 
Otorffia  vote  for  President  la  1881, 168. 
OmfHCM  lanff%aff«,  lav  in.— St*  Hdm,  toL  1 
GseuoB,  JjuoiH.,  BspresmtatlTe  Bran  Ttagbili,  88BL 
Qmoa,  Qafc 9maia,  egmnlur gwarali IB*;  mttt0^ 
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GiLLxt,  BAmoK  H.,  E«im9«ntatlTC  from  H«v  Tork,  885 ; 

on  tbe  gold  coin  bfll,Sl& 
ChuBR,  QiOKSi     BepmentitlrA  from  GM^Ia,  88S;  on 

in ameodment of  tli« oonsUtatloii,  8B9;  niativa to nla- 

ttona  with  France,  676. 
OmiOKX,  John,  of  PennarlTsnla,  on  •  rednotloii  of  dutlM, 

H».—8m  Index,  Tob.  10, 11. 
Goia  and  SIhtr  Owrwifly.— BMofntlont  on,  808. 
(TouMBOBODSH,  BOBxn      BtoMtor  from  Kujlutd,  SIS, 

68*. 

OdUKHT, 'Wnuut      BflpnaeBlitin  from  Tliibila,  865 ; 

on  the  local  book  dapotft  regnltlon  WU,  WW.  -iBto  -fa- 

tf«Pi  ToL  11. 
Chmux,  BnjAimr,  BaprMoittatlTe  from 

88S. 

gtfwwMwrf  jawawWu^rar  the  tweMft  ptwidwrtlil  twm, 
198. 

CbuMT,  JoBSPO.— la  tti*  Sonata^  %  Mil  to  oxtand  tlia  patant . 
ot,  eoniUamd,  774;  amandad,  775;  patsad,  776;  the 

bin,  771 

.  Okamax,  Jaub,  BeproMntatira  from  North  GaroQna,  885. 
6EATM>ir,  WiLLLUc     BapTMantMtTefrom  Bonth  Ontdtaa, 

KB.  ' 

Oreai  Britain,  reUMatory  mMtwet  in.~3t0  Mm,  yoi  1. 

efOss,  aid  to  <A&— Adaav  Tda.  7, 8. 

Omm—,  JoB«  B.,  Bapneantattn  from  Boith  OmUiiai 

enmiKU,  Okoksh,  Jt^  Bepreaentatire  from  Mamachmetta, 

885.  A«  JfMfM^  Tola.  10, 11. 

GsniDT,  Fmx,  Sanator  from  TonneBBefl,lM,  686;  offlen 
TMoInUous  on  tho  powen  of  the  goTamment,  94 ;  oa 
Incendiary  pnblloattons,  708,  7S3-758;  on  raoelTlflg 
dararr  memorials,  74Ql  Bee  Indta,  rolg.  10,  XL 

ffuaUmala,  mttetom  lo.— ^  /iwtee,  toL  1L 

Gimboati.—BM  Indea^  toI  1. 


H 

Cbf)>tM,  n(ip«fulcm      i8m  Adaai,  Ttis.  8, 8. 
Haiskt,  BncFHES,  ehoaen  aasMant  dooika^er,  tOi. 
Hai^  OKpL  Nathait.— In  tha  HmiM^  •  maiiMrial  ftir  the 

erection  ttfa  mranment  to,  MB. 
Hau^  "Batm,  BepweBlattTe  ftan  TetmoB^  SBBL 
Ha£1«  Joon^  BepwaanfllTe  from  HaltM^  t8BL 
Hall,Thoka*  H.,  BepreaentattTe  from  KorOi  Oarallsa, 

8e&— Tol&«,7,9,lQ,lI. 
Baubt,  Niooll,  Bepr«aentatiT«  from  Hvw  TeA,  SflBL 
Hamb,  Tsoiua  L.,  BepreaentatlTa  from  OUa^  SSI;  KIi^. 

tlTO  to  nlatloss  with  France,  OTS. 
SdmiUony  AUmmder,  Stpori  t^,  at  SicreUuy  «f  A« 

TWoniry.— Aa  JMmv  toL  1,  TVaowry. 
HAmnaAM,  E&WAm  A.,  BapmaBtrilTa  from  IndlaMi  888. 
.flbrftor  MB,  nto  «r  Ih^  m 

Easd,  QinnoiT,  BepreaentatlTe  from  Nev  Tork,  888;  oa  a 

ahlp  channel  ronnd  NIagan  Falls,  691 
Haucc,  BxKJAicnr,  Betmeantatfra  from  Eentnekj,  88B ; 

on  the  remoral  of  the  depoaits,  409. 
Barmm^^nlwHoKa,  BocMv  <tf!— Am  Btdta,  Tot  8, 
Haipd,  JAina,  BepteaantatlTe  from  Pennsylvaulk,  885. 
Haxfxk,  JoanrH  ik^  BepwaantatlTe  from  Haw  HampaUte^ 

88&:-nSMMl^Td.ll. 

Haibhov,  SAHim  B.,  Bepwaeiilrtlw  from  Peui^^mila, 
888. 

Baxkawaiv  Bunm  O.,  Bepceaautatln  ftmn  NawTOTk, 
S8S. 

Havis,  hxmn  6.,  Hepraaent^rtra  ftvoi  KiBt—ky,  881— 

AaJtadaa^ToLll. 
Eawxdb,  KbuuahT.,  BapwewlattTe  front  Vwth  Onoltea, 

88&  ^/iKt«SToU.10,ll 


HASunira,  Anrxx,  Beprceentatire  from  New  York,  881 
HaAYH,  Jaiob  p.,  BepraaaBUttTe  from  Uarjrlaiid,  8S^ 
neath&tu,  propagating  fk»  GotpA  among.-—8ee  Mhm, 

vol  7. 

Keibtu  William,  Bepreaentattra  from  FennoylTanla,  885; 
OD  sUTcry  In  the  DUtrlct  of  Golnmbla,  UL  Su  Atdeu, 
ToLlL 

Bamp,  AiiuHaan.—8ee  IndecB,  toL  7. 

BMidenon,  Jiranelt,      Oa  eaet  ef,—SB»Init»,  toL  T. 

HxxsBSOK,  JoeKTH,  B«pr«eeatatlra  from  Fannaylrsnla, 

881 

HantuOKB,  Wilizax,  Beutor  ftos  Tufl^fti^,  in,  881  See 
Jhdea,  vols.  8, 10. 

nrix,  Isaac,  Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  198,  680 ;  on  tlia 
tarifl;  118;  on  the  dlstrasa  memorials  of  New  Hamp- 
■hlre,S5T;  (hi  the  purchase  of  books,  870;  on  the  recep- 
tion of  slsvoTT  memodala,  7S4;  resignation  oi,  781 
AwJhdw^ToLll. 

£M0M»  faftMeo^  yaMKM  4f^-AM  Adw,  ToL  6. 

Homua,  Uiokabl,  on  rednetloo  of  postage,  181,  ISS.  See 
IndecB,  Tob.  8, 9, 10, 11. 

HooAK,  Williax,  on  a  trlbnnal  of  oUlms,  188.  See  Meu, 
T<d.ll. 

HOLxn,  JoBR,  on  tha  rareinto  eidleetlcak  bUl,  00.  At  /«- 
<Um,  ToL  10. 

Bome  I>«p<H*pte»lS*e  Jndeia,  toL  6,  ami  Iitdem,  toL  1, 

MumMvt  J>iptu1maHt. 
Abm«  Jfimsf^lMiiirat  4i»  tl«  AiMA— Am  iM«D^ToL  1 
Btmore  io  tSe  Srtne^See  Indeu,  toL  1 
Eomet,  Oe  tloop  t^toar.— See  Index,  toI  11 
Bone*  loet  in  the  Semtnule  toar,—8ee  Jndec\  TtA.  7. 
Boute  convenea  8d  aeselon  of  SSd  Gongreas,  124;  conyones 

atlstaeesImofSSd  Congress,  885;  a^Jooms  atoloaoof 

IstBeeslon  of  SSd  Congress,  021 ;  ooorenea  at  ad  seasloD 

at  18d  CoogreM,  644 ;  a^Joams  at  eloaa  of  U  aaaihm  of 

SSd  Coagram,  181 
MrnetoH,  gwareJ  Samuel,  1k»9cm^.—B«e  tiiam, toL it 
Hownx,  EsvASS,  Bepreaentatlve  from  New  Tork,  886. 
HnBBAU),  HnniT,  BepresentatlTe  from  New  Hanipshfra^ 

885;  Senator  from  New  Hampahlre,  686;  on  the  dalm 

ot  Sosan  Dacatnr,  407 ;  on  nUng  in  the  Banate^  TST. 

See  Indem,       10, 11. 
HnfrnNMOS,  Abu,  BepnaenlitlTefhm  New  Toifc,  86& 
Huanmnnr,  Jamb  W.,  B^reaantatlTe  fron  CoUwetieat^ 

888;  anftrBifaiatlOBofdiitIea,184;ontlierMueTaloftte 

diparttsdll  Ae^idMbToLU. 


X 

Bttmela,  vote  tit  PMUcstfat  ISS^  161 
hKpaaakmmt.  Jiia  Tclfc  8>11 

Imprieonmentfor  Debt—S*«  Indea,  vdn  7,  S,  1 
Imprteonmentfar  Debt.— In  tha  House,  a  leaolnUon  of  In- 

qnirrrclatlTa  to,  In  the  District  of  Colnmbia,  offered, 

641 

Ineendtary  PuWooMoak— In  the  Senate, «  nurflon  to  relbr 
to  mnoh  of  the  Freildenl^  maaaage  to  tagMM  eon- 
mlttea,  768;  <pMatbHu  of  •  eompUoated  ehacMter  is- 
TolTed,  7D8 ;  BbonU  be  no  dapariare  from  Oa  outonnr 
pnetloa  of  the  Senate,  TOS;  Foat^Oee  eammlttee  fkil^ 
occupied,  T08;  not  the  proTinoe  of  a atandlng oommK- 
tee,  708;  other  oonalderatlona,  TOI;  referred,  T04;  pro- 
Tistonaofthe  bill  explained,  73S;  Its  alleged  ol^eat,  768; 
whBtitpnrrldeaft>r,708;  the  report,  763 ;  Its  part*  dl»- 
pton  eaeh  other,  768;  dealgn  at  the  Pgat-oflbie,  7S8; 
ihaB  we  frtrther  ngnlate  thePaBt.oaee  brnqidilnff 
pottmartan  to  lanatiitfe  flw  ooataila  er  tto  ndir  7M; 
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irbat  an  Incen diary  pnblloKtioiiBT  764;  dnfy  of  the 
general  gavcinmeat  to  iSA  and  eo-opente  with  tli« 
BUUb,764;  fMC«,70& 

Objecdooable  podUoiis  BBsamed  in  the  report  of  the 
commlUoe, TfiB ;  the  Imgnige  itf  the  consUtation,  766; 
anthe  pmatkm  neeeaaur  asdpn^erTTeS;  Ifnot, 
V*  no  power  to  repeal  them  T  756;  ^mUo  6t^v>- 
tlowtotlMbUl,TM. 

BeMou  foe  Intiodndiiff  tU«  sabjoct^  757;  the  flnt 
principle  U,  that  the  snttject  otdAvery  Is  uider  the  sole 
control  of  the  States  where  It  exUta,  T9S;  Anty  of  the 
general  goremmeut  to  respect  the  laws  of  the  States, 
IDS;  to  reflue  to  poas  this  bill  Is  to  oo-operate  with  the 
aboUtloDlstt,  7B6;  the  United  States  should  not  be 
marte  a  pacUtone  for  the  abolhioniata,  709 ;  thU  bill  not 
odanktedto  ai^pna*  theeTfl,n9;  uundmaiiti,  171; 
Unndeeted,  Til. 

IndtmTiiJteati&n.  (^Fonigiun. — Se«  XmAtm^  toL  0. 

l-ndemnity  far  SpoUaU<ma.~B4t  Intka,  roL  1,  Great 
Britain. 

Indiana  Canal.-~SM  IndtB,  toL  9. 
Indiana,  admtttioit  iif,—St  Adn^  Ttd.  & 
AtNoM,  Toteflir  Frerfdeot  ta  ISB^  168. 

JMeo^  ntL  10;  i>0i  iliQMirtMMi;  &•  ToL  T ;  2lA 
A«terv«iMtoN,  Ah  Ade«^  ToL  T;  Jo.  Jowtis  wWtfci  o 
tlaie,righttovtr,8Mlitd^Y<A.l;  Do.  StUMont,  8t6 
IndM,  yol  11 :  Do.  TOU  W«H  <ft^»  Soeky  JToMnfoffM, 
Sto  India,  toI.  8;  Da.  See  Index,  toI  8. 

Indian*,  CKerokee.—8ee  Indeed  toL  10 ;  Do.  Chidbatawt 
and  Choctaw,  Set  Index,  toL  9 ;  Do.  UmiffraUon  of, 
A«AMl«n,ToL10;  Do.  Florida^  Bt»  Indin,f>A.%\  Do 
<lmpa*o,3e«  Indta,  vol.  >;  Jft  SoutAern,  Setlndtm, 
toLIOl 

MUam,  Bomovali^^—Sulndm,  vd.  14,  It 

Indian  War  VotunUeri.—8ee  Indt^  vol,  11, 

Ixea,  WiLUAH  M.,  BopreseutatiTe  from  Tenaeawe,  888. 

iKfiXBsoLL,  Raltu  J.,  on  a  lednoUon  of  dntlei,  186.  As 

Index,  Tola.  8,  9, 10, 11. 
Ineotwnt  Delbtort.—3ec  Index,  toL  11 
Intirooitnt,  OomtnordM;  Do.  Jfiur^g^i  Do.  Son.  8h 

Indoct,YoL*. 
Jntereif  d««  <o  iwteto  A(Kml— iSm  AAo^  Ttd.  lOL 
Intwvtt,  bill  toaUow,  Tetoed,  11. 
Inta-nal  Impnn)emenU.—S»e  Index,  roll.  7, 8, 0, 10, 11. 
Inoatid  eorpt-See  Indox,  toL  6. 

iBvnr,  WiLLiui  W.,  on  the  mesBage  leUtlra  to  nnUlfloa- 

tlon,  USL  See  Itidea,  vols,  10, 11. 
IMAOB,  Jacob  C,  on  noUUoatlon,  18«L  Seo  Index,  roii.  T, 


JjunciMr,  Amtxw,  elected  Pnddoi^  ]«&  iSMAuTM^Ttla 
8,8,1^7,8,10. 

JusMMom,  XBsnm,  BepreMBtetm  from  CoDMOflent, 

su, 

Jaokbok,  WnLUX,  Bepiemtalln  from  MimmIiihiiHii, 
8S& 

Jaa»iiraalta^-8eoIndM,-niLl. 

jAMn,  HSHXT     BepreienUtlTe  from  Yemmit,  6U ;  oa  Um 

decease  of  Bet\|Bmln  T.  Demlag;  848. 
Jabtm,  LiosAED,  RopreeestatlTo  fkwn  SCalDe,888L  844 In- 

deoA,  ToL  10. 
Jmrnaaon,  Thomas,  on  a  single  Execntlre,  UO. 
JirranoR,  Thomas,  daughter  oC  Am  iMra,  roL  11. 
J^/IUFOon,  <ta«M>br.— IB  the  Hoom  srwolBtien  emridored, 

saoi 

Josmov,  Cat^  BeprantMlTa  ttvn  Tmamtt,  8881  At 


JORVsoH,  HniKT,  S^HVaentatlTe  f^  LoiUsUna,  644. 
Joawson,  Noasiah,  BepreeentatlTo  from  Hew  Toit,  BO. 
JoHRBoir,  BioHABD  M.,  SeprosontstlTe  from  Keotnckj, 

885;  on  reUef  of  eenersl  Uaoomb,  138.   See  Inden, 

Tob.  8, 4,  ^  8,7,8. 1ft,  11. 
JoSKfoir,  WiuiAM  C,  BepreeentattTe  ft«m  IbiTland,  88S. 
JoBMnom,  JfliAB &, asneaae IR  Ao£taaa^ytk.l,i, 

10,  It 

JoinB,BniJAMnr,  KepreeentatlTe  from  OUo,  m 

JoKis,  SiABOnir,  BepresentaUTe  from  Georgia,  886;  on 

the  Gold  Coin  bill,  Oil ;  on  the  remorsl  of  thedepodti, 

418. 

Jovmal         Tedeiral  Oawnaii,Um.—Sio  Index,  toI  7. 
Jbt^nal  ^ih4  old  OnHrraM:— iSse  Index,  toL  8. 
Jndffee,JMorai,Semoeal^—S»»Indem,yt)lB.%4. 
JndMaiy,  Jttwrs  ^  tt<L— ^  IfalH/loaUan. 
/MdMWy-^ths^aMATCMlntloB  of  fBqibjr*  tdittn 

to  extending  the  JodbUiy  alike  to  aUflia  Btati%8M; 

do.  to  limit  the  aerrtoe  otJuigm,  <BT.  AeAdi%'nli. 

lb8.9^miL 


Kah^  Etzu  K,  Bnute  ftoD  nUMli,  las;  fSB ;  «a  Oe  par* 
ahase«nNKAa,Sn;  oa  flte  PrHfdenCb  pnitast,  M»;  ea 
exeeatlre  patronage,  600;  deoeaae  ei;  70S.  See  Index, 
Tola.  6, 9, 10,  It 

KATABAflE,  Edwakd,  BeproaantattTA  ftwa  Haias^  SSBL 
Am  /*Kt«,  vol  11. 

Kenvon  CMeff».—Se4  Index,  toL  0. 

Esr^  Jonr^  Senator  from  Uai^and,  118,881;  ptMOll 
dirtw  memorials,  886;  on  the  deeaaierfL.  P.  Dml^ 
806. 

KentvcJby.  rote  «>r  President  In  1883,  lOS. 

Kentuebt/  aorOeeted  Sleeaon.~tn  the  Bonae  on  eeUlag  the 
roll,  qneatlan  ndsed,8S5;  the  appofntment  gave  Een- 
tnoky  thirteen  memben,  but  finirteen  were  preamt, 
888;  two membeiB from owdlsMet, 888;  origiiulaaige 
of  the  HoBse^  889 ;  prima  fiieto  erUeoes  preeented  If 
oneofthadalBaats,aiidaaatatelmed,88T;  theri^of 
any  one  to  to**  on  flie  sattfect  nntU  the  Hooas  U  atpa- 
bed,  denied,  88T;  details  of  the  p^on,  888;  hothdataic 
ants  withdraw  notil  after  the  dectlon  tit  Speaktt^  8SS : 
fbrtber  debate,  800;  resolntlone,  8>0;  >M(4tttteaa  odbr- 
ed,  490 ;  ftuther  reeolutlons,  40a 

Kiuoxa,  Damizl,  BepreaentatlTe  frmn  Ohio,  84t 

Kna,  HxMxY,  Bepresentetlve  from  PenasjrWaala,  8851. 

Kara,  Jdhm  P.,  Senator  from  Geugla,  108, 886;  en  the  pa- 
chase  of  books,  lit;  on  Fresch  qKdlatioD^  660;  oaia- 
oeodlarj  paMloaUwii^  706 ;  on  reoelTlng  alaverjr  nemo- 
rials,  T99;  7SS;  on  Sllrar  ootnage,  488. 

EQca,'WiLUAMB^  Senator  from  Alabama,  in,  688;  ontha 
pardkasa  of  books,  Kil ;  on  the  Bhode  Island  Senator, 
268 ;  on  the  expnnglng  resolnttoa,  686 ;  on  laoeadtarx 
publieatlona,  708;  on  leoeirlng  slaTery  memorlala,  T&8; 
on  the  reoognltton  of  Texas,  768;  elected  President  ]>ro 
Urn,  of  the  Seaato,  7T8;  on  the  ai»i»mh  expunging  ree- 
.dntlOBa,  678,  079;  OB  relief  to  tte  Pidlsh  «zllea,«O0; 
tafhefbrtUoatloB  UI],eaL  Am  Ado^  tdIs.  4, 1^  8^  T, 
8, 9^10,  It  , 

KxisH^  Hmdbmiab  B.,  Senator  from  Bhode  Uan^  IM^ 
881  Am  Ate^Told  7,8,8^10^11 


X^ATsn^  Oaoasa,  letter  on  death  of  LaAjretta,  68^  B8& 
LATAYxna,  OraUMe  to.-Seo  Index,  Tola.  1. 8, 7,  & 
LavAnm,  hla  dsawai  aBaonaBoi,  888,  WT;  radallona, 
6tt;  prooMdiBss  SB  the  death  o<;Mt 
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la  th*  HooM  ft  tMolstUn  m  to  miftiurw  for  p^vlBf 
proper nqpMt to  the  swmoiyoC  HS;  cammlttM 
pobrtod,  6U;  mtBMjfit.  647;  commlttn  t«p<»4,  MT; 
Joint  ne<4at(on  pMMd,  MS;  pncMdlBgi,6N;  tluuki 
to  J.  Q.  Adftini  tn  Ui  nlogrt  MO;  oom^oBdeiuw, 
«St 

Xat«  j8iip«ri(>r  Ovipor  ifliM— >8w  Adao^  vob.  9, 7,  &. 
Lamb,  Ajioa,  BeproMntettre  from  Indlwia,  866. 
land  Olalau,  ooqjInMMm  4^  owMa.— A*  JEtdmt,  toL 
UH 

landtjbr  BiMe<abm.—Sa6  TttOtK,  toL  T. 

ZofKf  7Wm  in  Lottitiana  ;  Do.  JtU»miri.—8M  Ind^  jcA. 

T. 

ZoHdt,  Witf4nt.~-8tt  /MdaA  toU.  1,  8,  4,  «,  7;  PvWo 

Iiunmi,  Gbibit      B^MSDUttn  frma  Nov  York,  SSB. 

LuoR^  Jomr,  BoptoM&latln  from  PanaajlTftnls,  88&. 
LAvmcx,  CosnuuB      B«pre8«nt»tlve  from  How  York, 
886. 

L*T,  Oiosas      BAproMiitetlTe  from  New  York,  88S. 

lu,  Lm,  BeproMBUtlTO  from  TenooMoe,  886L 

£«ad  Mttiea  t^MiMOHri.—Si*  IttdtK,  voL  10. 

Ztad  JRmc,  AcMTOod        <^.—S»6  Indae,  rds.  7,  9. 

IdUTun;  HcMTBunr  H.,  B«pi«Miitatl7e  from  Ohio,  886;  on 
xtdoetlon  of  tha  tnU;  Ua. 

IiB,  Thomas,  BepresenUUra  from  New  J«nej-,  8dK. 

Ln,  Bmr,  TOteo  Ibr,  u  Ttoo-PrMldotit,  16a 

JiBSs,  BxMJAMDT  BoiutoT  from  Vir^nU,  96>,  686 ;  pro- 
ae&U  distress  momorl«la,8T3;  on  tlto  Preridant's  Pro- 
test, 826;  on  the  deposit  bulks,  63i;  on  the  ftartUcstlmi 
Ull,  68>,  649 ;  on  Inoendlsrr  pobllootloni^  T08 ;  on  re- 
ceirlng  slsver;  petitions,  71SL 

Uttaudorjir,  Oat<ma.—hx  the  Ssnats,  n  bin  for  tbe  reUef 
oAoooaldATed,  Ml;  Ustorieal  ftota  eouMOtod  wlUi  the 
tmtarpfM  of  OoaoMl  Eaton,  IMS;  tha  part  tikan  br 
LattBnadoifcr,(M8;  gtoonda  eC  bb  appUeatton,  BIS ;  or- 
dend  to  a  tUrd  nmHag,  544.  b  tbo  Hoaaa  ft  Un  for 
Oft  nHef  of,  passed,  667. 

I«nF,JAiiE8,  JB.,deoesseof;i68.  Set  Tndtx,  yoI  10. 

LnoBB,  Bonxn  P.,  BepresantatlTO  from  Sentackj,  885, 
644;  mores  the  eompromlse  Un,  ITO.  iSM  JndM,  joU. 

I«nB,I>tx(nrH„B«pniaBMtTefhni  Alftl»DW,88&  8m 

Index.  ToL  11. 
XatHaAgm*ci/.—8Mlkd«n,y9b.B,  9, 
Xibrarjf     Conffr«M.—S»4  IndM,  toL  L 
XArory  ^  Jfr.  JiffinoH.—Sf  Indea,  vol  6. 
ZM>er,  iV^f^saor.— In  the  Benate,  a  memorial  pr^jlng  for 

aid  tn  a  sUtlsUeal  work,  presented,  7W. 
Idm  Lav  for  Bua<Ur».—lR  tbo  Honsa,  a  bffl  rehtlTft  to. 

Mnalderod,  12T;  to  protect  moebaBies  aad  otbors  tn 

Waahlngbn^  137;  almtlnr  lawa  alaawbare,  1S8;  UH  or- 

darad  to  ba  wigfiiassfl,  IWl 
JUmUtnaiU-Om^^'-Sia  Ittdeu,  Tot.  6. 
Ztffkt  BouM  I>uU*l.—St6  IndtB,  yoL  & 
lAmUaMon,  BtatttUt  qf.—SM  T«deB,  vola.  %  4. 
LlmtHatUtn  on  Bt—iont  4/  fbfvrasK— In  the  BtatU,  ft  TOto 

message  of  the  bUta  relative  to,  771. 
Luroour,  Lm,  BepresentatlTe  from  Uasaachasattl^  440. 
Lnm,  Lkwis     Senator  fr^  UliaonrI,  U8, 68& 
LioHy  a,  preseatod  to  the  Preoldeiit,  866. 

ZMiHFitoM,  .SI«DarA— Lettan  to  Saentair  of  State  mi 

Franeh  Belatlono,  66T,  «a 
Zom  Sat^^SetliUhB,  toL  6. 
LcU,  Pvblto,  in  Wa»Mnvto7k.~-8M  IndtK,  toL  7. 
JiOvMana  Tot«  for  Prasldent  la  ISSS^  168. 
LomtaeilU  and  PorUand  Oimai^la  tba  Ho«l%  a  Un  rala- 

tlTO  t0|  oonildaFad,  W7. 


Low%  Juni,  S^iaaeatotlTe  fkom  K«ata«k7, 886w 
Lonn,  Waltik,  olsoted  Soeiotary  eS  tha  Benate,  SOL 
LoTALL,  GnoMl,  BepreaentatlTe  from  Virginia,  880. 
LvoAS,  Edmukd,  BepresentatiTe  ttom  Tirglnlft,  8SB. 
Ltok,  CiuTTraL)«B,  BepreaeatatiTo  ftan  Kantodkr,  880^ 

Sm  Jndtmy  vols.  9. 10^  IL 
Ltoh,  Lvonrs,  Delegate  from  IBeblpn,  MS;  Beaalor  from 

MieUgaa,70L 
Lmi^  BoniBXTq  BepnaantattTB  from  Ohio,  886. 

M 

Xoa  TK*flt.-8»*  Jndtm,  toL  7. 
JTo^iM,  AdrMlton  (/.—5m  Indeu^  toL  6. 
MainA,  vote  for  Prtaldoat  In  1889, 168. 
MaiM  Anti-Slav4ry  AgiiaUo*  BtteMiont  preaented  In 
the  Benate, 'nXk 

Major  OHural,  i#e«      5m  iitd<e,  toL  la 

MAireini,  Waun  P.,  Senator  from  North  Caitdina,  ItS, 
686;  preaents  dlstreas  nemorlab^  tfiS ;  on  the  ozpnnr 
Ing  resolntion,  686;  on  the  rooognitlon  of  TeuM,  761— 
Sm  fndeCB,  toL  11. 

IfAxir,  AsuAB,  Jr^  KepreMOtatlTe  from  How  York,  883. 

UAini.JonL  E.,  Bepraaantatl'pa  from  PaanvflTanl^  88BI 
Am  Mm,  toL  11. 

XAmmie^  ^"*f*»*  t.,  deoeaaa  oC  TIL 

ICahdv,  Aurtu  v.,  BapiaMntatlTa  from  Alabama,  881. 
As  AdsovToLlL 

Marignv  VAvt^riri,  ooM  qf.—8^  Ind«K,y<A.  9l 

Marinu  8»rvio».—S*«  ImUa,  roL  la 

lluniiDAi^  HmT  CL,  BBprsaentaMTe  from  Hew  Totk^ 
880. 

HAnBAij.,TiioMAB  A.,  Bf^reaantatlTO  from  KantmdkTVSSDL 
Jfatfland  Jftmorial  on  Ou  State    AJMra.S»4  JMM^ 

T0L& 

JTarylatid;  TOte  for  FfMldait  In  1881, 168. 

Habor,  JoBir  Y.,  BepreeenUUva  ftam  Tlrtlnlft.  885;  on 
sUrery  In  the  District  of  Ckilombla,  161 ;  on  tbo  dfatb 
of  William  Wirt,  48&  £m /tufaoi,  toL  IL 

HAaoH,  Moan,  Jn.,  Bepreaentatlre  ftam  Halne,  SSS. 

MamaekuaetU  Jftntoriat  on  Us  War  181S.— .Sm  IndM 
ToL  6. 

jr<MsaahM«((*  JflUtto  Osimtr-AM  Adaa^  Ttds.  8,  ^  IQ^  U. 

Jfaasoflihusttt  vote  for  Praaidont  In  188^  168l 

Mat,  William  E..  Bepreaentatlre  from  Illinois,  644. 

Maym*  Xoad.—Si4  InOm,  nb.  10,  IL 

HcCaktt.  JoHATHAir,  BapraaentnttTa  from  Indiaaa,  SSd^ 
Am  IndM,  tiA.  11. 

HcCoMAS,  William,  BepreeentatlTO  from  "Virginia,  88& 

HeDowau.  on  the  renwral  of  the  depoalts,  407. 

DoDirmn,  Otoao^  on  the  compromise  bill,  180;  Bapift* 
•entatln  fMn  Sontb  CaioUnn,  8S0 ;  on  the  reraoTal  of 
thadepaBlta,S9l;  oathapnrcbaaaof  book^iU;  on  tha 
dSBiaasrf  Jamat  Blair,  dn;  oi  the  rcmond of  tba df 
paalta,451.  Am  Jiufao^  Toll.  T,  8, 1^  lOv  IL 

MoIxTiBi,  Bmra,  Bepresentafln  from  Halaa,  888b  -8m 
Jndtct,  Tols.  ft,  10,  It 

UoEat,  Jam n,  BepreaentatlTa  boa  North  Carolina,  835 ; 
on  the  army  oommissariat,  489.  Stt  Ind^  vol.  11. 

HoEaAv,  SAintti,  Senator  fr«n  FennaTlTaida,  W,  838;  on 
tba  pobUo  <Uatroaa,808;  imaenti  distress  memorials, 
MS,  870 ;  praaaata  Philadelphia  memorial,  SSI. 

M^EamrAa;  Tbomas  M-,  on  a  rednotlon  of  the  tariff  151 ; 
BepreaenUUve  fhna  Feansjlvanla,  8S5l— «5m  /ndeo^ 
TOL  11. 

JfoKnt,  IsAAO,  BepresentatiTe  from  MaryUad,  885 ;  on  the 
gold  ooln  bill,  615 ;  on  the  deftace  of  Baltimore,  651. 

MoKiXLMT,  JoBK,  Bc^nosAtaUve  from  Alabama,  8S6;  on 
staTeir  In  tba  Dtatitot  of  ColunUa,  VFt',  relatlTO  to 
nlattou  with  Pranea,  01%  . 
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UcLaxm,  J—kmiah,  BepreMntatlTft  from  Ohio,  884. 

lI«TxAii,Cimti.n,Bci>reMntallT«flK>mN«v  Toik,880;  on 
ths  local  btak  d«po«lt  i^inUlon  bill,  OA. 

Miad*,  JHdUwd  m,  JWra  In  Houm,  ths  Un  ftr  tbe 
nllsf  o(oMHld««d  laoinnaiUtoa,0H;  bill  long  ago  le- 
jmstad,  eS;  DO  DOW  •TUeiHM,  69B ;  fiirtlMr  dataU,  flDB. 

JAndA  C(alai.^-AM  AdM^  Tola.  ^  10. 

JTMnidra  qf  CMffrsM,  AppoMnuiUt  <^.—89e  /iid«a^  toL  8. 
Mmorial  qfBHUA  tubjecU  on  Q>lonimaUoA.—SM  Indtm, 
TOl,  11. 

IfWKna,  CiuxuB  F..,  BApnaeaUUTe  from  VliBliila,  88C. 

Mit»aff6at  U  aeailm  ofttd  GonfiMi,  t;  T»to  of  Intanat 
Ull,ll;  Totoliic tlM  harbor  bill,  IBS;  TUhftlrttarftoD 
Xafryotta,  1«8;  at  tlw  flirt  searioB  <tf  SSd  Coi«nai, 

IM;  lelaUre  to  Uxe  report  on  tho  nmeval  of  tba  de- 
podto,  SOT  j  tlio  Praaliknt's  protaa^  806 ;  on  ttie  pre- 
aent  of  tlio  Empetor  of  Moroooo,  SBS ;  umtul  to  Con- 
gress, OSS;  relstire  to  tbo  deatli  of  LabJ<»tt^  fiSi;  on 
tht  baralDg  of  tko  Treasury  boUdlngs,  H7;  nUUre  to 
Il•lkJ•tt^MT;  on  thoolaima  on  U«dea,ISS;  on  tbe 
Seehambaan  datm,  (60;  on  nlttlonawiai  Fiaitea,6l7; 
i«UtlT«to7nndiTCl«lliHH,6W;  at  ftnt aaarion  of  Mth 
Ciwp««,6ST;  on  tbo bonndaij  of  Mkhlgna,  701 ;  nla- 
ttn  to  tl>«  SmlthaoBlan  Xnatltntlon,  TOO;  on  ralatfami 
with  Franea,  Til,  TU,  m,  TOB;  Oft  daaUt 

ofHadlaon,  TT6. 

JfABfoo.— In  the  HoDM,  a  readatlon  relatlre  to  tho  bound- 
irj  Hue,  6S0 ;  mtautge  relatiTO  to  elalma  on,  <09> 

jaeMjTOM.— Ifeasage  relative  to  the  bonndiiy  o(  701 ;  lan^ 
ton,  701^  704;  memorUl,  719;  niDarict  on  the  bUl  for 
admiMion  vt,  T4S;  ito  featnrea,  Ttf ;  it  duocea  the 
bonndarlea,  749 ;  ItieqntnanottbeaaMntoftlitpeoplfl^ 
but  of  the  legtsUture,  749 ;  m  this  a  proper  wty  to 
admit  aStatef  Ttf;  ottjectlon  to  the  qnalllteatlon  of 
Totora,  760 ;  theae  points  aoqnlesced  In  bjr  Concreaa  fl>r 
nearly  a  qoaitor  of  a  century,  TOO ;  it  la  said  no  act  haa 
been  passed  by  UongreaB  to  enable  the  people  to  form  a 
ooBitlttttloi,  TH;  «H«  of  TeuHBa«t  TM;  opinion  of 
WaahiflctM,  ni;  bUl  ordcortd  to  ba  oapoaaad,  791; 
paaaed,  TB9. 

JBUage     Mtmb^rt,—8u  IndM,  toL  11. 

MUUarf  Aoadtmy  and  Aoadtm\i*».—8**  Itldm^  Tolft  1^ 

^7. 

MOUary  Orden,  molaUon  relaUrs  to,  09. 
JtUOaty  Boadt.—SM  Jnd^,  voL  7. 
JtaUtOt  OaurU  Martitil.—3e«  Ind4K,  Tola.  9, 10. 
¥n.T.w^  Jnn,  BepnaantKUve  bmn  Ponnaylnnla,  SSGL 
lffn.T.nni  oa  the  reTenoe  ooUeetlon  Mil,  IT.— A«  i*»<(«%  voL 
11. 

ViuMiji,  Jota  J..  BepnaaatatlTO  from  Datawara^  ns.— 
Sm  indsa,  toL  11. 

Ibns,  Pimnij,  BopresentatlTe  f^om  Oonnectloat,  044 

JdnUsr  to  &iffUutd.-~la  the  House,  an  amendment  of  the 
Senate,  in  relation  to  the  q>pnprlation  for  the  salary 
of  UUiisterto  England, B8t;  *mw  piindple, OSS ;  an 
aaanniptlon  on  the  part  of  the  Senoto,  that  a  minister 
■hovld  not  be  ^>polntod  without  it*  coaBant,068;  a 
neat  pomldoua  altantton  of  the  eonatitUIon  If  adopted, 
088;  House  dlaagree,  OSS. 

JBnl,  SrandiM  In  the  Senate,  a  Bill  relatiDg  to  the 

eitabliahment  o(  considered,  019 ;  morod  to  locate  a 
btanoh  in  New  Tork,  019 ;  expenaea,  019;  motion  to 
poe^>one^  lost,  S61 ;  other  motions,  090;  ordered  to  be 
•agioaaod,  OSl  i  the  bill,  081;  aqaeattonofp^eronono 
Mdo  and  foU  on  tho  other,  0»;  la  gold  of  meroTnlna 
hero  than  olaowben,  Itt;  ineonTanianea  of  tho  BonSi, 
«»;  fbrther  debate,  093;  UU  passed,  088. 

JR«t-^ /nd«^  Tola.  1, 9,  U. 


JOranda^t  MkyMdMon — A«Jfid«VT<^«L 
JKsfMppf  vote  fi>r  President  in  1889,  lOB. 
MiMiMippi  JHosr,  .Awe  JiraotpattM  q^— ^  Ada^  toL  t. 
MiMiuippi  StaU.-^  Ind«B^  toL  C ;  i>o.  TirrUoiy.  Sf 

Iiid4QS,  -nL  8.  TirrHoriM. 
JftooHrt  ToU  Ito  Ptaddaat  In  1S8B^  U8. 
JBtBarttLamd  Claim  1)tf-rSi»I»dme,t<iin. 
JHaeoMrC-JW  Ads^  Toh.  4, 8, 0;  r. 
Mmmix,  HnrnT,  BepreatntsttTO  from  ITaw  York,  8KL 
HtTCKZLL,  Boamr,  Bepreaentatlre  from  Ohio,  881 
Jfonroe,  jamea,  Claim  <fff-~8t»  /ndM,  rols.  ^  U. 
MoMTM  DoeirtiM.—ato  Ittdta,  Tola.  8, 9. 
Jiooia,  Tbomao  p.,  B^reaantatiTe  from  KAutneky,  889 ; 

OD  the  Kentucky  contastod  olocQon,  887. 
MDom,  Oauiki.,  on  the  forenno  GoUootlan  bUl,  60;  8eBr> 

atorfrom.&kbama,]M^4aO;  oathonmonlor  tto  <^ 

IM)d^  Ml;  oa  tho  o^nglaff  nadaHon,  l8T.-nSiB.b 

<IMI,T0L11. 

Moon,  BunnLXciDonu,  BspwiiBtiUTO  flomTIiilil^ 

880. 

Xorgan,  0Mk,jre(IaIfo.— IntbeHoue,ariialiitlaBnilnlh>« 

to,conBlde(«d,007;  paased,0B8. 
UonoAir,  Jon  J.,  Be^toentattro  from  Hew  ToA,  044. 
Marfan,  VBHom,  tiU  eoas  ^— As /»d«av  toL  la 
UoKXH,  Thomas.  Senator  from  Ohio,  198^  080;  oareeelTiH 

alayery  petttfaMia,  TH;  TIT. 
JtfbOsr  <ifCom.  Ptriy.—Soe  l»dm,  toL  7. 
MomtUd  Inflmtrv.—SM  Indta,  toU.  4, 10^  U. 
UnnLurBiua,  H«nT  A.,  BepreeentatlTO  from  Faan^^ 

Tania,  88K,  8m  JhOta,  toL  11. 
Mnnn,  Jobs,  BopmaeatattTO  from  Alahomn,  8B0. 


JfdtiotuU  Obs&natonf.'SM  Znd«m,  toIs.  9,  Sl 
yaiuralimation  lotDt.—SM  IndtK,  vols.  1, 8,  ^  14: 
Naifdaih,  Abmold,  Bonator  from  Delaware^  191^  IBO; 

natltm  oi;  T7&— As  JiuUa,  toL  11. 
yavalEtbOUAmMt.  Atjiidm,  Tok.1,  ^  l,4,B;ah7  A 

Ifc 

JTaonf  EKpMU.Se4  Mm,  Td.  7. 
2favat  PmmIois  Fund.—Sat  IndM,  roL  T. 
XamtSehooL— See IndM^  yiO,  and  IndM,y9L9,  JTatat 

XaabtMment 
SavtgaUoit  Laie».—8ee  Index,  toL  4. 
NiOHOUB,  BosKBT  C,  E^nator  from  Louisiana,  OSl 
Jfeffroee,  Free,  in  Oe  lAdrici  qf  CQiwo>JA<i^-S^Him, 

TOLI 

f sirfni  J  Ae/<i«oM-^8*s /fwlea^  Tola.  S,  4,  ^  t 
BampeMr*  Toto     Prealdent  in  ISS^  101 
Hew  Jeraev  rote  for  Prealdent  In  1819^  101 
yew  Mexico  and  JfJisoirH,  Ititamd  trad*  tiiiiiw.  St% 

ihdea,ToLa 
Sim  Orlsofu,  Deftnae  iif.'-See  Index,  t6I  1 
»mo  ronfc,nleft»^i«iM«iit  in  1888,143. 
Xmo  rorfeAf^Smrfti— iBthaBtsata^nmomorfalrdiltntah 

preaaatad,  ttL 
Siagara  S^firerti—JSt*  Mem,  toIs.  6, 1 
NiLia,  JoR>lI.,on  tholOoUgaatneminlaliTlO;  oareaalT> 

ing  sUrery  memorials,  7S8 ;  oa  Texan  aflsln,  779. 
Jfbn  Xe^forlattM  int^retgn  JIoMonu.— toL  1 
Non- Importation.— S«*  Indm,  Toln,  8^  iL 
Son-lrUereonne^See  InUrcouree, 
Jfortk  OaroUna  Toto  for  President  la  1S89, 101 
JVorAAiKens.AoMidafyL-Intbe  Houae,  a icaolattaa nl- 
atlTc  to^  ofltored,  048;  adopted,  041 ;  usMgo  la  aaiwar 
to^  ODB.-A»  JMtt^  Toll.  8, 11 
JMft  VmC  OniK;  AiploraNaia  ^v-^          T«hi  3,  ft 
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HoBm,  JoKK,  Seutor  from  MloUgu,  709. 

JFuUi/tcaUon^la  ths  Bc&iOft,  s  biU  introdSMd,  »;  UU 
Inndad  npoa  «  W>wii>  fraa  tlw  fwdtoa^  18;  p»- 
■anti  tluM  Tvrf  lnqtortaat  nd  momeBtoni  toaMenr 
tiooM,  W ;  ttniA  tba  principles  upon  wUeh  fh»  Union  do- 
patd»  mn  dlsoiiMed,S9;  provifilona  of  thebUl  Impor- 
tant la  tholr  ftppUoktlon  to  &  partleolar  criab,  SB ;  whetlier 
the  principles  (tf  Bcntb  OuoUdk  would,  S9 ;  provlsloni  oS 
tlie  oidlumce  of  Booth  C«rolin»,  99;  If  the  tonnaof  the 
ordlnaDoo  are  considered  there  la  no  possible  mode  of  ta- 
Teftlnglt,S9;  fntenttoiKrfthofiainenteteMvttoftiKa, 
SO;  pnx^SO;  meU  the  ordbwaw  utfn,  80;  •xfenstB, 
SI;  thsyintnd  there  shall  be  no  Jnrisdlothm  over  tills 
nltject,  except  through  their  own  courts,  81 ;  aeoeeslon 
(mono  hand  and  nnlllflcftUon  on  the  other,  81;  aprlntad 
elrenlar  read,  81 ;  the  bine  cockade  irlth  the  Palmetto 
button  la  genenllr  worn  tn  orerT'  part  of  the  Btote,  82 ; 
what  prospect  Is  there  for  an  abandonment  b7  Bonth 
OBroIlna,<tf  her  present  position.  8S;  she  odkrsbnttwo 
iB0dasora4nBtln(thodl8pnte,S3;  eonsldsntleaB  wUoh 
nak«»«mipllaneewUhhertanaalBiptobaUalfBOl  Im- 
poaslMe,  88;  preTions  eon  duet  of  geDtleaxm  from  the 
Booth  In  re^rd  to  the  tartli;  88 ;  what  appeal  the  Oenersl 
Oorammant  win  make,  84;  the  application  of  Ibree  in 
the  ease  now  presented— not  antlelpatod  brSonth  Caro- 
lina, 84 ;  meeting  at  Charleston,  89 ;  the  Btste  of  Bonth 
Carina  Is  gwoad  the  rerenue  laws  oat  of  the  Union, 
86;  what  is  to  sb^  her  hands  and  ^oreot  bar  from  ex- 
•onUiig  her  prsssnt  porpoMf  8S;  sacMtd  paragraph  in 
the  sixth  artlde  of  the  ooDStitnttoa  ftamed  to  mort  this 
Tai7«asevH;  eztnel,86;  d^Mt  of  the  pao^  to  tender 
the  Union  more  perftct,  88;  we  owe  allegiance  both  to 
lbs  United  States  and  to  the  State  of  which  w«  are  dtl- 
sens,  86;  the  Qoremment  of  the  Unltod  States  forms  a 
part  of  the  OoTemmeat  of  each  State,  86 ;  this  Is  a  con- 
sUtution  of  power  granted,  86 ;  Btate  Klghta'  meeting  at 
Charteston  with  rescdntlona  to  form  companies  to  Import 
goods  free  of  dn^ ;  proTldoas  of  the  blU,  87:  lint  sm- 
tlonpeseaftilandpreT«ntlTe,Sr;  naz^  esA  p^meat  of 
dntlfl%  17;  antborltr  to  employ  the  land  and  narsl 
fmeee  or  militia,  ST;  whjr  did  Bonth  Carolina  throw 
Kway  her  Tote  on  a  dlsUngnlahed  Indtrldaal  who  was 
not  a  candidate  r  87;  to  meet  this  Tery  cs8e,8T;  laws 
made  to  enforce  this  ordinance  harsh  and  opprsssive 
beyond  thellradal  laws,  88;  ease  In  point,  S8 ;  cases  ap- 
pellate to  Ibderal  conrta,  88;  Korton  ts.  Hunter's  lessee, 
S8;  UatthewB  -n,  Zam,  88;  a  case  anppoaed,  of  a  Btate 
aaliuyins  Baniit  of  Oongreai,  and  *  trial  la  tha  Bi^iobu 
Cont  flat  ol(S9;  ftarther  sactlMis  of  tho  Ull,n;  aii> 
ptoymsnt  of  military  foree,  89;  preoodent^S9;  the  re- 
plarlnlawttf  Booth  Carolina,  40;  Aai«u«  oorpvs,  40. 

PotMTS  Vie  Ftdtral  JudMary.—Whxt  clanse  In 
the  Constltntlon  delegates  to  the  Federal  Oovemment 
the  solo  power  of  deddlag  the  extent  of  the  grant  of 
powers  to  Itself  as  well  as  the  extent  of  tho  powers  re- 
HTTod  to  tho  Btatesf  «1;  It  is  said  to  be  rested  la  the 
Bnpr«maCout,41;  awniiHd,tt;6bli8atknortreatloB, 
A;  distlnotloa  between  a  Jadldol  and  a poUtleal  power, 
41 ;  Qtostrations,  49;  the  decision  of  the  Execntire  npon 
polltleal  qnestiona  ssbmlttad  to  Its  discretion.  Is  as  su- 
preme sa  the  decision  (tf  the  oonrt  within  Its  Jorlsdlo- 
tion,  ;  Jorlsdlotlon  of  the  court  orer  States,  48 ;  where 
Is  the  grant  of  power  to  the  Judldal  department  to  hold 
a  plea  of  controroray  between  the  United  States  and  s 
Btate,  as  parties  Id  a  controversy  toaohlng  the  poUtleal 
powan,  fta.,44;  let  the  Attoraay  Oeastal  frame  an  In* 
dMBentfortheUUted  Btstas  gainst  a  Btata^44;  tin 
■lien  set  of  1798,  44;  Inraded  the  political  ilf^ts  and 
powers  of  the  Statea,  44;  necessity  of  obserrlng  the  dls- 
tliKtfaus  betvem  p^Uteal  and  Jndldsl  eases,  tf ;  n- 
Bogre  then  and  tbs  pgwsnof  thft  kfUatlT*  ud  JodU 


ejaldepartmentadgyendonthojndginaiitof  the  Bopreims 
Court,  4B;  bf  thla  nnr  dostrina  «f  ai^ramacy  of  the 
TedenI  Cout,  an  Incgnlar  aotfan  tt  tbs  Fadnal  Oot> 
miBMatliMlwtltstad  Inplaea  of  aiiiaDdmaiil,d6;  an 
thore  nodangen  to  liberty  to  be  apprehended  from  this? 
46 ;  dangers,  48, 47 ;  the  pnoUoal  application  by  South 
CaioUns  of  the  Virginia  resolntitms  at  1T08,  &o^  not  tt^ 
prOTOd,  47. 

The  prorlston  theeonstltntkai  snd  the  legislation  nn- 
der  It  oonstltnto  an  Impregnable  ftrtnss  against  which 
^aoBlatloB  and  sophlrtry  win  ^aad  thiir  fofca  in  rala, 
«!  wbywMtiwBtBtaJndMKyTatiilnl  tongard  Om 
Uthnl^of  thfl  bwBof  OoBgnas  ssnprameFdS;  In- 
teresting to  look  at  tbe  elrenmstaaoes  attending  the  pas- 
sage of  the  iodidary  bill,  48 ;  voloa  of  Tlrglnia  on  tho 
proposition  to  amend  the  Constltntlon  of  tho  United 
States,  49;  what  aa  admirable  system  of  GoTemmcnt 
Is  oars,  48;  It  la  said,  sappoae  theSnpreme  Court  tnns- 
oends  Its  powers,  60;  itIssaldftheJodlfllaiylBnot  com* 
patent  from  Its  orgsnlatlon  to  settle  polltloal  eoatrv 
TSisles,  fiO;  ths  tMlff  iBwislndlTUBslin  Ita  stIlMta  and 
makes  parties  by  which  tbs  ease  can  be  snbmltted  to 
the  Courts,  61. 

The  Bobject  one  of  Interest  to  North  Oarollana,  SI ; 
oonrse  of  South  Carolina  ' rash  and  onealled  for,  51; 
the  bill  manlfosUy  Intended  to  be  applied  to  Bonth 
Carolina  alone,  D9;  what  coorse  la  likely  to  lead  to  a 
peaeeftd  settlement  t£  this  qoesUon  T  DS ;  no  IndlTldnal 
to  whom  the  poww  propoeod  by  the  bill  eonid  be 
irflH^reonfldadtban  to  ths  Praaidenl^n;  IheBtala 
of  Pennsylmila  not  qnlte  exempt  from  the  taUs  hn- 
poted  to  Bonth  Carolina,  69;  the  ease  of  Gideon  01m- 
Bted,BS;  thedoetrlneaof  PennaylTanIaatthattliDa,(B; 
extract  from  Wilkin's  address,  68 ;  the  spirit  of  compro- 
mise and  conelllstlon,  D8;  It  is  said  the  people  had 
dothed  the  General  GoTerement  with  Its  power^  68; 
this  brings  op  the  great  question  of  consolidated  powers, 
68;  North  Carolina  and  Bhods  lalsnd  reftieed  to  ratuy  the 
CoBBtttQtlon,  U ;  If  s  m^ority  ot  the  Btatss  oooatitating 
oae-fourQi  of  the  people  reftase  to  elect  Senators  an  end 
b  pot  sttntee  to  the  General  OoTemment,  64;  thepeo- 
jde  of  so  wide  a  eonntiy  wonld  nererhave  delegated  tho 
powers  to  make  a  eonsolidated  Goremment,  64;  it  is 
said  to  be  the  ssplring  pride  of  State  sorerelgntlea  which 
hss  led  to  these  things,  M;  I  stand  on  tiie  reaerred 
rl^ts  of  the  Btate^60;  nmsrks  of  George  Cnntmla 
1810, 56;  issnlt  of  his  expeilenoa,  66;  resalts  of  Bteto 
pride,  66;  daabtfU  powats,  bbsssIwm  of  their  taanlat, 
■  BS;  •▼•ry  peaeeftd  ramedj  aboold  ba  MMited  to,  66; 
case  of  Kestaeky  tn  179<  66;  Auther  eoocoaloiis,  66; 
what  wm  best  meet  the  imasntwUsf  67;  are  the  peo- 
ple of  South  CaroUna  alone  ooneemed  In  this  matter,  67 ; 
we  am  called  upon  to  Jeopard  the  pnblle  peace  by  a 
noTol  and  dangerous  exporlmest,  66 ;  reoommeudattons 
lnlhePr«sklanHi»eaesge,68;  a  reduction  of  dnttsstha 
most  ^r^rlats  naudj,  66;  ahnoat  on  tiie  era  of  a 
dvlIwsr,BO;  by  aettagln  «  spirit  cf  oondllatlon  Uds 
qvasUon  mqr  bs  Mtfled,  69;  Mtloi  of  the  goraTBDwnt  la 
oonneetfOB  with  great  prlmaiy  local  interaat^  80;  tiia 
constltutloB  not  the  produetlon  of  the  people  la  aggre- 
gate,  SO. 

In  the  ooniUct  of  power  between  the  United  States 
and  any  single  State,  who  Is  the  final  and  eflfectnal  urn* 
pIreT  61;  doetrlneasdTsnoedtn  regard  to  aodsl  snd  po- 
litical eompaotB,n;  the  United  States  «t  the  tlnw  of 
IbnnlBgiheooaitltatioa  hsd  power  to  gnnt  loaGflB- 
cniGoTwaawnttha  right  ofnHimatadeelsloB,  61;  did 
they  design  to  form  It  r  63;  was  this  power  In  bet  grant- 
edT68;  iqdnlons  ttf  the  Urge  States  as  to  the  powers  ttf 
tha  Qttiaral  Oorerament,  64;  ItliM  baan  adudiWhat 
was  tba  neesaalty  for  tUs  bm,  64. 
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FTovMonsuidfliioniilttMoftb«btn,fS;  tbsflntaae- 
tlo&  ataOkm  om  tlM  pMldmt  Un  powor  ti  tHaring  old 
poiti  of  «ntr7aiid  opening  mt  mm,  IB;  ha  ii  nutlKir- 
{zed  to  exact  ndidattes  nt  oseplMO  wUlo  the  eradit 
qrstem  preTaHa  at  onothar,  65;  ho  ia  BUthortzed  to  am- 
1^07  the  Im&d  and  naval  Aueaa  to  pnt  down  all  "  aldera 
and  abettors,"  6S ;  tho  aocond  B«ctlon  exteuda  the  pow- 
era  of  the  Cnltad  States  Conrta  over  a  portion  of  the 
erindnal  Jailadlctlon  now  belonging  to  the  State  Conrta 
exdoalToIr.  H ;  the  tUrd  aeetfon  pnrridaa  an  Inatanee 
(tf  practical  nnllUleatioD  ererj  waj  equal  to  South  Gno- 
Un%«;  MithoritrtooalloatthatnUitMr.aS;  thealxth 
■aetkn  a  Botany  B«r  law,  8T ;  no  amUgOf^  about  thli 
measnre,  ft;  tiie  conne  adopted  not  calenlat«d  to  arofd 
ft  txiptttre,  8T ;  the  nu^Joiitf  moat  pase  this  bill  on  their 
own  respttnalbllltr,  BT ;  tho  mode  by  whtoh  to  preieiTo 
the  Uidon  Is  by  restoring  mntoal  oooBdence  and  affec- 
tion among  the  membeia,  0S;  ittaaaUiltwontd  not  do 
to  tdbr  tennato  Soatb  OawlliinTnalntdBliig  a  menadng 
attltads,88. 

Btataaeoaaalon  fa  a  kasarlltbaB  State BunUeatloi^ 
M;  are  ttMonUBaneesand  lawi of  Sooth  Caraltna  eoB> 
aooant  with  the  GMrtttnthm  of  the  United  BUtea?  69; 
metqtby^cat  aubtletlea  In  whieb  the  qnefltion  has  been 
InTolved,  09;  an  nlUmate  aoTerelgnty,  a  paramonnt 
power  of  amendment  and  resolntioD  under  the  constltn- 
tlon,  reata  In  the  people  of  three-lbnrtha  of  the  Statea, 
70 ;  aore reign  power  oonsldered  ArUUe  bf  thoao  who 
lbnnedtblBOenniment,70;  the  power  eonferred  on  the 
Jndldal  Department,  ZO;  ManhalTaxUstiootioB  between 
Jndteial  and  polltloal  pawer,  10;  ean  the  qneaUoB  of  the 
Tslldlty  of  the  Bontk  Carolina  ordinanoe  and  legislation 
arise  before  the  Snpreme  Court?  71 ;  rlewa  of  the  Frea- 
ident  on  the  aathority  of  the  Conrt,  Tl;  the  Tlrglnia 
resolutions  of  1708  quoted  In  opposition,  71;  arethepro- 
TlalonB  ot  the  bill  proper  to  aeenre  tho  obedience  to  the 
kwswhlehBonthCarolliiawltbb^tn;  UlaiaU;aU 
hnmaa  Imtltatlon  eontain  the  alemaiita  of  their  own 
deatmetion,  71. 

Thla  is  an  admlnlattatloB  meanre,  n ;  «bat  la  laid 
of  It  by  IHenda  of  the  administration  f  78 ;  pnblle  opin- 
loo  acts  with  irrealatible  Ibree  in  tkfot  at  tba  namre 
recommended  by  the  Preeldent,  7$. 

Vhat  were  the  causes  which  led  to  this  bin  T  74;  bare 
we  the  constitutional  power  to  pass  Itt  T4;  If  this  body 
eonnl?e  at  Charleston  being  a  ttea  port  yonr  revanne  la 
loat,  74 ;  they  expel  the  Jndldal  power  td  the  United 
Statea  out  of  South  iCardlna,  76;  what  Is  ohsraoterlxed 
aaadeapotlom^dTltyf  79;  tbeeneroaohmanton^nt* 
rights  and  property  and  the  sanettty  of  courts  is  a  tIo- 
latian  of  the  ooaatltaUon,  76 ;  the  ordinance  on  the  right 
of  JU17  ttla^  75 ;  a  rlolatton  of  tho  conatttntlon  Involved, 
76 ;  other  vloUtlons  by  the  prorislo&B  of  the  otdlaaace, 
76 ;  fkiither  details  of  the  ordinanoe,  It,  77. 

The  first  section  dedares  the  tariff  laws  null  and  void, 
77;  totbe  tariff  eoBaUlotlonalfTr;  the  third  aectlon  de- 
dares  that  appe^  iball  not  bo  token  ftom  the  Bttte 
Coarta,7B;  daoae  upon  vUeh  the  President  r«lleo,re; 
not  a  correct  view  of  the  eonitltntlon  to  say  tha  laws, 
eonstltuUon  and  treaties  are  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land,  79 ;  a  treaty  may  become  oecesaaiy  Impairing,  is 
tome  Instaace,  tho  eonatltntlon,  79 ;  the  hut  claase  on 
■eoesstOD  haa  been  eonddeied  a  violation  ot  the  oonatltn- 
tlon,  79;  It  Is  only  the  declamtimi  of  a  purpoaa,  not  the 
azecntf  on  of  one,  79 ;  a  State  baa  tha  aama  rl^  to  se- 
cede that  a  otttzen  has  to  emigrate,  79;  tho  ordlnaaea  to 
notln  any  one  point  aaoonstltstlonal,  86;  grotuidBapoo 
which  this  bOl  la  nneonatltntlonal,  80;  aState  haaaright 
to  Jndge  In  the  last  resort  of  a  violation  of  tho  ooasUtn- 
tlootW;  feaiaofthacoMe<pieoeeetftMibUlpawei81; 


if  It  passes,  what  rights  are  left  to  Bonth  Carolina  ?  81; 
motion  to  strike  out  the  third  section  lost,  6ft. 

The  bin  makes  the  PiaildaBt  of  the  Unltod  States  a 
national  dlotator,  and  converts  his  agenta  Into  petty 
chteftalDS,  86;  It  placca  the  military  above  the  dvil 
power,  67;  It  Issald  wemayaataly  intrust  tlieae  powers 
with  Andrew  Jackson,  87;  what  right  haa  the  free  1^ 
borer  erf  the  North  to  demand  that  hia  labor  ahall  ba 
protected  at  the  expense  of  the  free  or  tho  alave  labor 
efOie Bonth T  87;  this  rightdenled, 67;  theUniimdna 
tbb  qneatlon,  ST ;  the  people  ot  Alabama  haTaaeom- 
moB  Interaat  irlth  thoaa  of  BooU  GaroUna  In  reriallag 
this  oppress  Ion,  67;  some  seem  to  think  they  must 
anpport  the  President,  67;  who  are  they  that  areio 
anjjona  to  clothe  the  President  with  these  powers  r  £& 

Virginia  feaolMtfona.— What  was  the  eondnct  of 
'  Virginia  In  I196-'99f  88;  her  proteet  against  the  allcB 
and  sedition  acta,  88;  6tela  proved  the  real  IntentiMi 
andpolloy  orTlrgbiIa,88;  a  ftirdble  eommeBtaiy  oa  tbs 
raeirintlons  of'68t88;  howthomen^tlUMdaysnnder- 
■tood  thrown  pnieeadlngi^  61;  the  qneatlon  totirtiat 
maasnrca  of  State  Interpeailfaa  were  doomed  eonstttn- 
tfonal,  89 ;  State  taterpoaltlon,  the  right  how  viewed  ij 
other  States,  90;  attcmpta  to  deity  tbis  right,  00;  wh 
there  ever  less  occasion  to  despair  of  the  moral  power 
and  ultimate  ascendency  of  a  sound  publio  opinion  1 90; 
what  are  we  called  upon  to  do  In  the  present  ciisla  7  ¥k 

The  flrat  otjeeUui  to  the  ordinance  la  to  tha  teat  oat^ 
91;  the  peiq^e  of  Booth  Carolina  believe  the  TTnlontas 
onioBofStateoandBotef  lndlvfdnah,91;  theybdieva 
tharl^tofrsBlstaneelDonoaastitntfanal  laws  beloici 
totlieState,andnott»herlndIvtdaaldtixeus,91;  It  ha 
been  otjeeted  that  the  State  baa  acted  predplUtelj, 
93 ;  notwithstanding  her  delay  of  ten  years,  her  condaet 
Is  called  rash,  9S ;  her  dsteis  have  acted  tardily,  93;  tbs 
point  at  issue  between  the  two  parties  then  ma,  whether 
nnlllflcatlon  waa  a  peaeeftil  and  efidcot  rmiady,  91; 
haaCongreaa  the  right  to  paai  thU  bill?  68;  fliebin 
violates  the  eonatltntlon  plainly  and  pliably  la  msay 
oCItapnvWoBS,  66;  It  to  said  to  be  a  meaanra  of  peaces 
94 ;  tUs  constitution  is  a  f^eral  nnlon  of  the  States  In 
which  the  several  States  atUl  retain  their  sorerelgnty, 
94 ;  It  is  said  the  bill  ought  to  paa^  because  the  law 
ought  to  be  enJbrced,  94 ;  It  to  aald  that  tho  Union  mail 
be  proeerved  without  regard  to  the  means,  96 ;  the  ean- 
troverey  to  one  between  power  and  liberty,  66;  the 
qneetion  involvea  that  most  deeply  important  of  all  po- 
litical qoaaUoos,  whether  It  to  a  Msial  or  a  consolidated 
government, 95;  aame  eontest  at  dUbrsnt  ages  of  the 
world,  95 ;  gorernmento  of  tho  TeutoBle  mee  based  on 
fbdersl  organization,  96;  extract  fhiinPalgrave,  96;  the 
government  of  the  twelve  tribes,  96 ;  it  to  thoogbt  tha 
(eaw-ideolofaperfbct  government  to  the  government 
id  the  m^ority,  96 ;  operation  itf  the  principle  of  tke 
abadots  and  nneheeked  nutfority,  97 ;  divided  into  two 
intereala,  me  profltlngby  the  action  irf*  the  goTsmnMn^ 
and  the  other  at  whose  ezpenae  the  machine  b  kept  li 
motto*,  67;  modes  of  modlfloaUoo  fbr  a  fovemmeat 
bound  upon  the  win  ot  an  abaolute  ma|oTtty,9S;  Is  there 
any  remedy  for  the  evUs,  or  can  the  people  govtm  tbun- 
eelres  T  98 ;  it  Is  said  tho  interposition  itf  a  State  would 
lead  to  anarehy  and  disstdntlon,  99;  lUostnUDDS 
thmiBhedbyBome,96;  the  tondeney  to  confilct  lo  the 
action  of  the  General  Oovemmsnt  to  betwasn  Sonthoi 
■nd  other  aacHoo^  6Bk 

A  tons  orthieot  and  ddlanes,  166 ;  tt  to  add  that  OB 

tbedadsloD  of  thto  qoesttoo  depends  the  eaoae  of  Ubeity, 
100;  pnblle  opinion  settled  on  thto  qnestiou,  100;  tli> 
doctrine  of  Sooth  Oandloa  ezamlDod  and  ooupared  wltb 
tha  emNtttoUon,  100;  tha  throe  mdntkMii^  191;  pi*9- 
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coitions  tOxiatA  In  the  first  two,  101 ;  oar  ajstom  Mid 
tDb««e«iipMtaei»d«dtob7tlw8tatoa,101;  lasgiuga 
of  Uw  p«<^  la  fhis  eonitltiitlim,  101 ;  Um  molnttoiiis 
Import  thit  tiw  United  States  an  conneotad  onlj  by 
iMgne,  101;  If  to,  it  Is  Uine  the  people  nndeistood  It, 
101;  pnetloal  oonsequences,  108;  the  constitatloB  does 
not  provide  Ibr  ereata  which  mtut  be  preceded  hy  Its 
own  deotroctlon,  102 ;  Inevitable  results  of  thiedoctrtna, 
lOS ;  practical  nnlllfloatlon,  108 ;  four  posltioiu  maln- 
tilned  against  all  these  theories,  lOS ;  the  conatltatlon 
la  not  a  league,  confederacy  or  compaet,  108;  no  Un- 
guaga  in  the  whole  oonstUntion  appUeable  to  m  eonlbder* 
WjoT  States  108;  prepoaterona  tiiat  aa^ Btato  should 
have  power  to  nnlUlJr  the  proeee^nga  the  General 
GoTemment  respecting  peace  and  war,  104 ;  the  people 
DTBondertwo  aoTerameiita,104;  the  eonstltntlo&  re- 
gards itself  as  perpetual,  IM;  there  Is  a  snprome  law  of 
the  land  consisting  (tfaeoDStltatlon,  lto.,lM;  adoettina 
bringing  snch  conseqneneea  aa  Vaia,  cannot  be  well 
Amnded,  lOS ;  the  QoTemmeat  of  Uh  TTnfted  States 
pcsaeisea  anthotf^  of  final  doqlshm  on  qoeatloaa  of  Hit- 
pnted  power,  l<Nf ;  If  tbo  eonstltntlon  Old  not  contain 
this  authority,  one  State  of  twenty-fonr  oonld  not  datm 
it,  103 ;  the  right  of  State  interposition  atrikes  at  the 
very  foundation  of  the  leglslatiTe  power  of  Congress, 
100;  the  eonstltstlon  has  not  left  this  cardinal  point 
without  fiill  and  explicit  provisions,  106;  authority  of 
Ooagnas,  109;  on  th«  Judldary  it  la  stUl  more  explicit, 
108;  unnifleation  la  as  dlsttnctly  r»TOhitlonai7  as 
Boeeiaioii,  107;  the  ordinance  and  laws  of  Bonth  Caro- 
lina oxamlned,  187;  what  the  ordinance  de<daros,  lOT; 
aecond  step,  lOT ;  the  ^pUoation  of  force,  108 ;  third,  sll 
legal  redress  cut  off,  103;  two  principal  [trovlsloiis  on 
which  South  Carolina  relies  to  resist  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  and  nullify  the  authority  of  the  Govera- 
ment,  108;  what  la  the  reason  for  psastng  laws  like 
thesot  188;  fiie  oaase, a dlffbrenoe of  qilnlOD on  a pro- 
TUon  of  the  constitution,  108;  howaratheaekwaoftbe 
United  Stateashown  to  bottneonatltationBlf  189;  It  la 
aald,  on  aoconnt  of  the  moflvet  100 ;  la  It  troo  the  mo* 
tlve  for  these  laws  is  such  as  is  stated  t  109 ,  It  Is,  un- 
qoestioiiably,  revenue,  109 ;  the  friends  of  nullification, 
If  saeceaeftil,  would  be  the  "architects  of  their  own 
nin,"  110. 

Postponement  conddered,  110 ;  fhrther  debate,  111 ; 
Ull  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  lit 

Message  from  the  President,  commnnleating  the  ordl- 
Buee  of  Soutii  Candlna,  Ao^l&8;  motiimtoprliit^lW; 
retBreiice  moved  to  the  Committee  on  the  Jndlelary,  IBl ; 
olftcet  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  Congress  the  neees- 
sl^  of  certain  laws,  101 ;  refbrenco  carried,  ISl. 

In  the  House,  moved  to  refer  the  revenue  collection  Mil 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  108 ;  mlsrepreaentatlons 
of  the  bill,  168;  lathiahUl  to  take  preccdenco  of  the  ta- 
rUTTISS;  South  Carolina,  180;  It  b  said,  the  whole  ques- 
tion Is  (aie<^  dollars  and  oenii,  170;  motion  to pos^ne, 
lost,  182;  necessary  to  part  with  Andrew  Jackson,  16S; 
some  things  which  seemed  to  be  forg^otten,  189;  com- 
pare this  bill  with  a  former  message  of  the  Preddent, 
1B2 ;  does  this  bill  permit  a  man  to  be  tried  by  his 
peers  ?  188 ;  it  must  pass  for  the  sake  of  the  union  party 
of  South  Carolloa,  183;  a  principle  in  the  politics  of 
tynnny,188;  it  declares  the  States  may  beeompeUed 
toobednMebymmturrlbroa,188;  what  baa  ^odnced 
thtsstnteor  thlngsflSl;  tho  pdsosof  tte  President, 
184;  answer  to  the  complaints  of  the  Bontb,  189 ;  the 
proclamation  may  safely  challenge  the  world  for  a  par- 
allel, 189 ;  it  Is  said.  It  was  Issued  for  the  beat  of  mo- 
tivea,  ISS ;  followed  by  a  message  confirming  all  its 
principles,  186 ;  the  way  ^  dril  war  is  to  eommonoe, 
186;  thoogb  nmeh        bo  eonoadadf  It  atopa  ibort 


<rftbodemai>dB  of  Bonth  Parol  lag,  18T;  fbture  proba- 
bUitlea,lB7;  tb»  ndlnanoa,  tho  statutes,  the  mllltair 
preparations,  18T. 

The  Kjeetlon  of  this  bill,  a  negatlTa  aanetion  of  anlU- 
flcaUon,188;  Qits  Is  aa  admlnistratiim  measure,  IBS; 
the  passage  of  this  bill  will  be  another  deep  stab  to  the 
eonetltntioB,  188 ;  first  seoUon  of  the  bill,  189 ;  power  of 
Congress,  189;  the  present  attitude  of  South  Carolina 
does  not  flimlah  aneh  a  case  sa  waa  contemplated  by  the 
eonatltation,189;  It  la  aald  wa  have  no  aasmnuteo  that 
Booth  Carolina  wlU  lopoal  her  ofdlnaaee,  Jee.,  190 ;  It 
Is  Bsid,  nalsas  wo  pass  this  U11,  tho  modlfieattoa  of  th* 
IwUf  will  havo  the  ^tpeaiaaee  of  cAiceialon,  190;  do 
younotruntlioliaaudof  provoking  tho  other  SotttbwB 
Btatea  to  tako  part  with  Bonth  CanllnarUO;  Ull 
passed. 


O 

0aflMd-Aa  AdM^  ToL  1. 

Oeevpj/tnff  CMauMt  Xofuts.— iSm  IntUu,  vol  8. 

Pgle«,a  eartatn,  an  /n^viry  respedto?.— >SM  Jiid«e, Tt^ 

S. 

Clffleen,ltemoeat<tfi~See  Indtm,  vol.  1. 

CfffloM,  ptnraMy  ttf.—SM  Jndn,  vol.  8. 

Cfflewt  t^Un  OMtom»i—^t  JMeai^  vol.  7. 

OMo  OmoI,  Land  Grant  to.— St  Indtei^  voL  IL 

OUff  JSesoliiMMia— la  tho  Beaate,  residatlona  of  Ohio 

Legislature  againat  rechattOT  of  the  bank,  Aa,  preaent- 

ed,8M. 

(Mo,  vote  for  President  In  18S8, 188. 

Oftjo,  yoriAarn  boundary  qf.—la  the  Senate,  a  bill  to  oe- 
tablish,  considered,  867 ;  Ohio  no  well-founded  claim 
to  take  from  Michigan  that  part  of  her  territory  de- 
mandad  in  the  bUl,  867;  the  power  which  Is  possessed 
bjr  Congteas  to  modify  this  llaey88T;  the  law  is  agalast 
<»do,  868;  a«t  of  April,  180^  866;  aMrtionoftheOhIo 
convention,  868;  eonatltuUon  (tf  Ohio,  bow  iMsiTodlv 
CoDgiwa,868;  ftarther  hlstoriaaldetiOla,  809 ;  hUl  order- 
ed to  bo  engrossed,  870. 

Ohio  IHvtr,  Improcmmt  <(f  A«  ITavigatloH  ^i~8tt 
Indts),  vol  11,  ^ 

Mlo  SttUa  (hvtmm4nt,—SM  Indae,  vol  2. 

Ordinanct  (^1787.— &«  btdtm  vols.  8, 4,  and  7)uf«^  vol  0; 
JRls»ri. 

OrUant  Territorim.Se9  htdtm,  vol  4,  Twritoriea. 
Oaaooi\  Oattok  P.,  Beptesentatlvo  from  Maasaehnsetta, 

889. 

Owim  HAismuir,  Vi4  oosa  q/^— In  the  Hons*,  a  resolntlon 
of  inquiry  Into  the  cause  of  the  death  o(  considered, 
481;  debate,  481;  lesolntlon  adopted,  48S. 


P 

Paoi,  Bnmuv,  BeprcMBtatlTo  Dram  K«w  Toric,  880. 

Inde^  vols.  9^  9, 10. 

Panatna  JflnUUrt,  /flsfrucftons  to.— -See  Indem,  voL  lOi 

I'anama  3Il4H»n.—8ee  Indtta,  vols.  0. 

Paxkbk,  Juceb,  Representative  from  New  Jersey,  S8B;  on 
the  oUtm  of  Susan  Decatur,  484;  on  slavery  la  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  878. 

Pa.aa,  GonBAX,  BopiteamtstlTa  ftvm  hblna^  88IL 

Patent  Offlo«.—Ste  Index,  voL  10. 

Pattsuos,  William,  Bepreseatatlve  from  Ohio,  BSft. 

FAnoR,  JoHX  IL,  Bepresentative  ftom  Tirginla,  889 ;  on  tho 
dalm  of  Susan  Decatur,  4M;  on  French  relations,  697; 
ralatlvo  to  nUtloiM  with  Traaoe,  Sh  £ndte,  voL 
11. 
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Fapmrnt  y  jHtorai*  to  8tai4t.—S4«  Indn,  Tol  ft 
PiAXcn,  Dirm     Bepraaeutallve  from  Bhod*  UUuod,  B8& 

A«  /»4l«av  Tob.  11. 
Pmk,  Juvob,  the  cu«  ol^  •«  /udM^  toIi.  10, 11. 
Pmal  Cod*     tt«  iKiMd  OohMnMo.— In  th«  Souts, 
ft  bUl  to  aaUwriu  tha  adoptlaa  o(  oouldtnd,  608 ;  )itai- 
«lal  STiUn  of  Uu  district,  COS;  flta  proptNttln  In, 
Am!  a»d«  qriite  IMM  A(ffaiL-r&«  £HfM^  VOL  6L 
PnsLXTOK,  XSHVHS      on  th»  oompOBlM  bill,  ISO.  <Sm 

rob.  8, ».  * 

PMUUirfffonfa  JhtMTiTMte— A«  /wte^  t(A  1. 

PffMUyfvoiUa,  vote  for  Prestdent  In  1883, 16& 

Amfow  .KH;  itwolwMcmarv.— <8m  htdtm,  vol  T. 

AMionXaieA— la  UmHoom,  »  rceolntlon  «xt4Ddlng  Um  pro- 
tWou  of  Qm  peiuloa  l«n  to  thote  «igi(Bd  la  In^an 
ma  betwMB  "SS  and  13t  <U ;  tlwUv  aBltwnritaadi^ 
410;  oltteeta  of  tlw  rMolatloB,  410;  tbo  powlMi  ajiten 
no  leas  oilloiu  to  th«  Booth  thin  tho  tuUi;  418 ;  t  moat 
tmrdensome  ijitem,  118 ;  bow  Iuts  the  promiaM  of  fli* 
ftdmlalstntlon  boon  kept  T  418 ;  vtut  !■  Um  vpention 
of  thli  sjatemT  418;  ftirtlier  debate,  4S0;  ntolntton 
kdoptAd,  439.  ^/(UlM\T0tft.ll^lt 

AM<oMtotMiNid«(<J|leff«^tt«  VSirq<18Ui^nSMJb- 

AMVIoM^  reoqrtliMt  it|!— Ae  AAo^  t«L  I;  «ad  MiB^ 

Tdo.  1, 0^  ISt  Aavary. 
pETTOK,  Bailu,  RepTMtntfttlT*  from  TenaiMie,  186;  on 

the  remonl  of  the  dq^ta,  417. 
Famn,  Stbphu      BepnaentatlTe  from  MaBaaohnietta, 

044 ;  on  aUrerr  In  the  SUtrict  of  CotombU,  OTO. 
Fmad*l/phia  FriffoU,  Capion<^.r-SuJhdta^  toL  9. 
FMxm,  — ,  OB  the  death  of  Wanw  B.  DftTli^  m 
Pna^Viuxur,  BapceaentitlTa  fron  Naw  HampaMra^ 

S3S;  on  Tvrotatlonarjr  elalme,  48L 
Piwoir,  Job,  BepreWBtatlTe  from  New  Totk,  88IL  Stt 

JM«a,  Tol  11. 

PlBOKmr,  Hbrbt  L,  BepneentatlTe  ftom  Sontb  Carolina, 
88S;  oa  tbo  deeoase  <tf  Tbomaa  D.  Blngjeton,  8M;  on 
the  penaloB  laws,  418;  on  the  pnzebaaa  of  books,  449. 
^raeyMUe  W*M  InditM.-3t4  JtuUm,  Tok.  T,  & 
Pn^  Sar.  lb.,  alaotad  Oh4)Wn  of  tba  SMiatak  U 
Pitts,  Bbth,  rerokea  his  alfoatan  to  a  dlstrMS  memorial, 
STOi 

pLntHxi,  TsAXKua  K.,  BapwntatlTa  from  IDaalast^ 
88&  S4«  Ind4a>,  roL  11. 

FonoBrm,  9mui,  Senator  fr»m  Iflsslaalppl,  198 ;  on  the 
|rablIodI*tie9B,S88;  on  tbe  Rhode  Island  Senator,  968; 
on  the  Freetdenfa  protest,  818;  ^on  tbe  Pollab  axllea,  < 
880;  ehoaen  Preoideat  pro  fem.  of  tbe  Senate,  888 ;  his 
addreaSiSSS;  on  lEzeoatIra  patronage, 666 ;  oatbefltrtl- 
floation  bill,  042.  As  J*uf«>,  T<d.  IL 

AHst  JBettat.— In  tbe  Senate,  a  bill  to  donate  land  to,  oon- 
■tdered,  808;  passed,  804;  a  memorial  prasanted,  468; 
oireumatanoea  of  the  exiles,  469:  the  oaaae  of  Poland, 
408 ;  one  sentiment  In  regard  to  tho  exiles,  469 ;  memo- 
Ttal  referred,  409;  bill  from  tbo  Senate  conslderod,  691 ; 
amendment  of  the  Hoosa  noa-ooacnrred  la,  691 ;  Hooae 
lnalit,691;  tho  bill  fin-  the  nllaf  «t;  oonsidered  la  tbe 
Banate,  OOO;  Itiflaatnrei^OOO;  takeoatenottooneooiage 
a  haa|r;r  daa  of  ^aonlttoi^  600;  laid  on  tha  taU^ 
OOO. 

Polk,  Jamh  E.,  SepresentatiTe  fh>m  Teanoaaaa^  SSO ;  re- 
porta  a  bill  fi>r  the  aaloof  bank  atock,  100;  on  the  r»> 
moral  of  the  depoeita,  800;  on  the  pnrehaae  of  books, 
449,4M;  on  the  Statobaaka  as  depasltoriea,4n;  on  the 
toeal  bank  regolatloB  deposit  bUl,  4M;  on  tbe  Post 
OflM  lBTeatlgitlan,0U;  on  tkt  ferUlleatlaai  1)in^  Wj 


on  tba  Heads  olalm,  006;  on  tha  depodt  bank%  eriL 

PonteJutriraiii  Oanal,andI.er>UtiaM  f^ttucti    ffii  Mm^ 

Poor  t^GMrgdtnen,  wodJbrj—JS»a  Indta,  Td.  IL 
FoPB,  Fatuck  H.,  BajmaentotlTe  from  Kentockj,  88ft. 
PoKRB,  AXBXABVBB,  BenatOT  from  Loolslana,  190, 080. 
J\trimffal,  CbiMmefes  tetfL— As /iKfaa^  ToL  T. 
Postal if^uwnL—iSM  AufaavvoLA 
Aatoffe^  .BadMMois  «t-Xn  tha  HovHi  a  iMolalkn  rriattn 
to,«ouide(ad,U8;  azfant     tha  aatoMMiawnt,  lit; 
axpeoie  defk^ed  1^  a  apeeUlo  tax,  ISO ;  aftor  a  aaiidii% 
190;  manrroatea  Dnprodnotlre,  199 ;  much  free  matter; 
ISO ;  tbo  nnprodaetiTa  roads  alumld  be  aastafnad  at  tha 
pabliDobatge,  199;  tho  treasnrj  abonld  pay  fiir  tbe  free 
matter,  lU;  a  new  giadnatloB  of  ataa  aboold  be  nada^ 

m 

A  pr^radttoa  to  ehai|a  tha  Feat  OOet  on  tt*  ««■> 
torn,  IM;  In^nipriatr  of  the  a^gtM,  111;  U  wnU 
thaabotathsoondltlOBof  tbaaravand  thaBafjand 

Jndldarr,  181;  the  time  fbr  the  latro^ietlOD  of  Oil 
moasnia,  189;  ftirtber  debate,  181;  motion  loat,  188. 

PofAnastsf   ensraJ;  i9ilar|p  4!f^->aw  Adso^  Toli.  8,  ft 

Pott  (J^lM.— In  tbo  House,  a  eommittaa  at  liiiwIljcHai 
appointed,  681. 

J>eit(!ile»I>ipar1mmi2i»t»ltgafioik.-SMMtm,rtLtL 

P»^Q0le*Patroita^—Bu  HOmUt  Ttd.  ft 

PMt-i^^trSMlmUmt  ToL  1. 

Pom  K  K,  dalma  a  seat  as  Senator  ftam  BbodaXriaad, 
198;  readntlan  on  oompenaatloD  to,  8TS. 

Potts,  Datid,  Jr.,  Bepraaentattfe  from  PeaasjlTaala,  88ft 
B44  Indm,  roL  II. 

Powr  (ifVi4  Pr6ri<Uni  to  oriffinaU  MUMomSm  IntUm, 
ToL  11,  nirMsA  jnsifoa. 

POiBtrt  qftA6  goosr  BwwtU.— In  the  Benata,  natdnttoaaral* 
atlra  tot  pwaentad  hy  Kr.  CaUum,  IB;  doL  pnaaatad 
bjrlfr.  ABBdr.H;  dOk  pnaentod     Ur.  Clarton,  ST. 

Prt-mpHon  Sii^M^Su  Imdtaa,  voU.  T,  10,  II 

pBBma,B*ircBL,  Senator  tkomTannont,  198, 080;  obTo^ 
nvmt  memotiala,  971;  on  reoelTlng  slaTwy  laaBriali, 
781.— As  Indm,  vol  IL 

PreastO*  to  JfteWsrs.— Sss  Adsa^  ToL  ft 

PrmmUj^om  Ara^  AMwra.— bi  tba  Bamtat  anaoMtoa 
toantiwrlaa  thoaalaof  aHon  and  Iwnaa^praaintodto 
flu  United  Btatoe  brtha  Esveror  of  Moraeaok  ooarid* 
•red,  nr,  676;  In  tba  How,  report  of  th*  ComaHttM 
on  Foreign  AflUra,  045;  rescdntloa  agreed  to^  046. 

iVasidmcy,  Vaoanoi/ in^Sta Indtm^ytHl. 

Ptttidmt,  AtUmpUA  AttattineOton  qfr-Ia  tba  Benata^a 
report  on,  885;  adopted,  08ft 

iVssfdsiitiaj  i>ootMMttf.— la  tha  Beaata^  a  reaolntton  ofia- 
qulry  Into  tho  gennlneaoss  of  a  doeoment  Easned  hf  flia 
Fnstdeat,  9(0;  an  nnosoal  call,  906 ;  teaaooafiMrtbeaslI, 
10B;iilgr  ihonU  Oa  Sanator  from  Kantnakrdadnto 
gatpomeadonof  ap^araddfawadlqrtbarraatdaatto 
hlB  adTlaeiat  90$;  bapoasflilo  to  eonoal?e  the  nsea  to 
wUeh  this  Intematton  maj  ba  appllod,  900;  be  maf 
nfiisatoseBdaeop7lnao>wertotheoall,900;  thedoe- 
nment  not  an  oBloial  aet  of  the  President,  MO;  resdo- 
ttoBnudlflad,007;rea<dnttonagrMd  to,  907 ;  meiaaga 
In  1^7,107;  saaiaAiootbareplr,907,S0ft 

JHaitfiiilfarJBaa«pnOisa«JiwMfc  A» JMiia^Toi.ft 

PfiUmHa  JbaWNb-Sapovt  on  Doda  itf  MoatlBg  tha 
TCtoa,aftK 

PaMTOS,  TtLtxiM  0.,  Banator  frwa  BoaOt  CaroUaa,  XOft 
080;  on  tbe  jroang  man's  distreas  menrartal,  906;  on  tba 
daoease  vt  Jamas  Blafr,  809 ;  on  the  porebaae  irf  books, 
881;  on  pnbUo  printing,  610;  on  tha  fortlAeaUoa  UU, 
040;  on  the  aleotioaoT  printer,  688;  oo  reoelTing«laT»r7 
patltiMM,  W;oBa)mi7aMmadali>  Tift  IM;  w  tha 
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deeeue  ofRlotaud  J.  Wanning,  701 ;  on  affidrs  lu  Texu, 
781 ;  on  the  Smlthaon  iegacj,  761 ;  on  Texsn  aflklrs,  TT8. 

Pr^vioHs  ^uMMon.— jSm  Ijtdeen,  Tola.  1, 4,6. 

PrMing,  PvbUe,  oort  ol,1mn  mtIm  of  years,  808. 

Friattng,  ITm  PvbUc—Ja  the  Benate,  *  res(dntl»n  to  go 
Into  tbo  election  ot »  ^nter.OW;  three  modes  oi;  re- 
ported to  ISlfl;  609;  the  printing  of  the  deparbnente 
■honUL  sbo  be  considered,  610 ;  what  was  the  canee  of 
the  bMiease  of  printing  T  610 ;  report  of  1819  ordered  to 
be  reprinted,  610 ;  In  the  Senate,  motion  to  proceed 
to  the  election  of  a  printer,  635;  remarks,  685;  a  plan 
for  the  pabUe  printing,  63& 

J'rlmthiff  Old  ^btmudtL— In  the  Senate,  a  raulatlon 
refaUlre  to,  oonddered,  806;  heavy  dnnr  on  the  con- 
tingent ftind  ot  the  present  Session,  803;  the  abases 
ofpilDttngiOaeof  thegriBTanoesirfthe  nation,  803;  an 
eieeas  <rf  power,  805;  by  the  sale  of  books  membera 
donble  thrir  pi^,  806;  the  only  power  of  Congress  on 
theBnt!}ect,80e;  pncaoalluoqaslHyefthe  system, 806; 
ftirther  debate,  807. 

MvaU  I/mm  to  servfoa.— iSw  /ikI«i^  voL  d 

JXmtetw.— i8m  Jiidaai,  Ttils^  4,  & 

PHvU«Q9»  (^BtwiU  Qgieert.-Bee  imfea,  vol  11. 

Frcpagat4ng  Me  Ootptl  among  iha  IfuUAm.  See  Ind^n, 
ToLT. 

Protpa^  ofths  Cbantry.— In  the  Senate,  ofBelal  revenne 
statements  snbrnltted,  871 ;  called  for  in  the  crises  of 
alarm  operations,  8T1 ;  a  report  to  make  the  patriot's 
heart  rejoice,  871 ;  revenne  Ibr  tho  year  not  overesti- 
mated, 872 ;  increased  Importations  an  evidence  of  oom- 
merdal  pvoqkerity,  87S;  aln  tho  salsa  trf  pnUle  bade, 
87S;  the  dtatreas  that  bad  eKlstaa,  S78;  Ihcts  ftsten  <m 
the  bank  the  odinm  of  having  prodnced  all  the  real  com- 
meroUl  dlstreas,  8TS;  the  Increase  of  money,  STI ;  raca- 
ldtnlatlo&,874;  the  game  op,  alum  orarjSTO;  the  bank 
a  nnlsanee,  a  word  to  thoae  who  have  deluded  the 
people,  876 ;  reftised,  877. 

ProUetive  2>iitiet.—S*e  In(Uca,  toL  1,  and  ihdeo^  vols.  6,  0, 
DntUt  on  Import*. 

iVoM  iyeefdSKt— In  the  Seutte,  ameasage  ftam  the 
President  protesting  against  the  Senate's  proceedings 
against  him,  preeented,  818 ;  protest  against  the  recep- 
tion of  the  p^ier,  818 ;  no  parallel  In  the  past  political 
hiatoiy  of  the  eonntry,  810 ;  no  disposition  in  the  Honse 
to  arrest  the  inroads  of  sibltrary  power,  819;  Imposalble 
to  obtain  two-thirds  against  any  measure  which  haa  the 
Mnction  of  the  President,  819. 

Ko  member  trf  the  Benate  to  whtnn  the  pupae  eame 
n&eapaeted,  ftM;  wbatlsthatnwdianeterof  thlsaetT 
MB;  thePrasUentpfopoaeaatrialofhispenonalpopn- 
haitf  agatut  the  canstltuUona]  powers  and  rights  of  the 
Senate,  8S6;  designs  against  the  Senate,  S8T;  an  iq>peal 
with  a  view  to  aooomplish  a  change  in  the  eonstlta- 
tlon  id  Uie  Senate  is  in  Its  natora  revolntlonary,  823 ; 
the  President  has  raised  this  qoarrel  without  cause  or 
provocation,  823. 

A^Mct  of  tbe  qnestion,  829 ;  from  whom  does  tbla  pa- 
paroomaf  Stt;  the  reaaons  which  will  govern  the  votee 
«ftlxia»wboTeftiseb>raeeiTelt,Sn;  no  mm  hsadenled 
the  right  of  the  Senate  to  receive  thia  paper,  880 ;  snppeao 
tha  people  approve  the  doetrines  of  the  meesago,  in  what 
condition  wUl  the  Senate  bo  placed  r  880 ;  bets  examined, 
880;  if  the  Honse  bad  sent  an  Impeachment  In  the 
voids<^  thisreeolntlon,  would  the  Senate  have  hesitated 
to  amlgn,  try,  and  oondemn  thaaeensedTSSl;  Wash- 
ington WBS  not  aabamed  to  fiptil  to  tha  people  for  their 
Judgment  on  tab  oflloUl  oondoet,  881 ;  other  reasons 
forolfectingtoita  teeeptlon,  882 ;  the  British  doctriaa 
of  Parliamentary  privilege  exsmlDed,  881;  cztraotftom 
JefEsraon's  Ifannal,  SS8 ;  the  ease  of  Anderson  w  Dnnn, 
8M;  farther  remarks,  834 


Never  known  or  read  ot  an  administration  which  ex- 
pires with  so  much  agony,  885;  the  head  of  tho  Presi- 
dent phrentrfogtcally  examined,  885 ;  he  demands  ofthe 
Senate  to  leoord  this  ptoteat  on  ItaJonmsl,  886;  coosld- 
ers  himself  charged  with  tho  high  ertme  of  vhdating  the 
laws  and  constitntlon,  886;  la  what  tone,  temper,  and 
spirit  does  the  President  come  to  the  Senate  T  886 ;  Us 
own  opinions,  887;  not  content  with  vindicating  Us 
own  rights,  SS8;  his  constltatlocal  and  official  Infallibil- 
ity must  not  be  qoestloned,  888;  how  often  haa  he 
charged  Congress  with  open  violations  of  the  oonsUtn- 
tlonr883;  the  adviaen  of  the  Prealdent  deeeiva  him 
and  themaelvea,  888. 

^la  question  befim  tha  Benate  Is  the  dlBpceltlon  to 
be  made  of  the  Preddent's  protest,  889;  Its  complaints, 
889;  views  of  the  immediate  question  presented  for 
decision,  889;  hod  the  President  a  right  to  send  the  pro- 
test to  the  Senate  TSIO;  bit  the  duty  of  tho  Benate  to 
receive  the  poper?  810 ;  is  it  the  duty  of  tho  Senate  to 
enter  it  on  their  journal  1 8tl ;  what  Is  the  resolntionas 
It  stands  on  the  Journal  1 812 ;  It  is  said,  the  advocates 
of  the  resolution  avoid  ^Making  of  tba  Presidents 
motives,  8i2;  It  Is  said  this  message  onght  to  be  dlffOied, 
848;  the  spirit  with  which  the  President  has  come  hera^ 
SIS ;  tho  act  has  been  pronounced  nnpreoodented  and 
nnaathoriKod,  844 ;  what  wss  the  case  now  before  tba 
BonBteI844;  changes whlehthersaolatlonoftheBaiiata 
has  nnde^ono,  841. 

niatory  of  the  events  of  the  past  few  mouths,  846; 
what  la  the  real  oatore  of  the  issue  between  thepartlesf 
846;  had  the  President  a  right  to  question  oar  dedslon? 
846 ;  no  right  to  exercise  any  Implied  or  cmistniotlvo 
power,  847 ;  all  Implied  powers  rested  In  Congress,  847; 
are  they  not  liable  to  abuAoT  817;  why  has  the  oonetl* 
tutlon  limited  the  veto  power  to  bills,  tfec,  requiring 
the  concurrence  of  both  ITouseaf  84S;  admirable  ar- 
rangements by  which  the  harmony  of  tho  government 
laseenrod,  848;  the  source  from  which  the  President 
derives  the  right  to  laterfore  with  our  proceodlngi^  849; 
amendments  movoJ,  849. 

The  p^er  an  oiBelal  masBaga  from  the  Praddent, 
8U;  wbatOTor  may  bo  Us  ewtents  we  eaunot  refliae  to 
reodva  It  wltbont  acting  a])eaidl7,849;  voto  on  tlia 
resolutions,  850. 

Eocapitnlallon  of  points  maintained,  850;  what  Is  It 
that  the  Benate  boa  done?  851;  proceedings,  892;  the 
present  qncetlon  is  to  examine  Into  the  constltntlonol- 
ity  of  the  Senate's  proceedings  against  the  Freddent, 
and  not  to  try  the  President,  852 ;  the  whole  point  of 
the  defence,  898 ;  not  true  La  p<^t  of  fact  or  material 
In  point  of  law,  852;  theondsilonto  chargo  sorimlnal 
Intent  operated  agdnst  tha  Benata,853;  the  rssolatlon 
Is  the  same  without  the  avarmant  of  criminal  latent 
with  It,  SOS;  the  nature  of  an  Impeaohmant  nndar  fha 
oonatttatlon,863;  difference  from  an  Impeachmeht  In 
So^and,  858 ;  iUnstraUons  from  onr  history,  854 ;  case  of 
Pickering,  851 ;  case  of  Judge  Chase,  899;  propriety 
and  deoornm  of  tho  Senate's  conduct  in  adopting  a  res- 
olution of  this  charaoter  (^ost  tho  President,  8Ki; 
who  compose  the  Senatuf  855:  the  constitutional  Judges 
of  tho  President,  856 ;  the  vartations  which  the  resolu- 
tion has  andergono  at  tha  bands  of  Its  aathor,  896 ; 
why  was  qieclfloation  after  ^eeiflestlon  dropped  tin 
sot  one  remained  T  857;  the  studied  ambiguity,  nncer- 
bdsly,  and  destitution  of  point  of  tho  resolution,  85T; 
the  same  act  was  done  by  Mr.  Gallatin,  in  ISll,  858; 
detaila,  858;  illegality  and  ii^nstlce  of  tho  Senate's 
conduct,  859 ;  deplorable  and  disastrons  elTects  resulting 
from  the  Senate's  condnct  In  Joining  tha  bank,  859 ;  tho 
Beaata  was  intended  to  be  the  conservative  trlbnnalof 
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tlie  oonstltntloii,  MO ;  Juilgos  who  stlmalato  prosMU- 
ilona  an  gnllty  of  impcachjibla  conduct,  SCO ;  effects  of 
the  attempt  to  oatnclzo  tho  President,  860;  the  degra- 
dation of  tlie  Senate,  Stfl ;  effect  on  the  publle  mind 
prodlgiotu  and  deplorable,  861;  groat  mlMbl<tf  done 
np«m  the  property  oT  th*  country,  SCI ;  a  struigo  and 
arentfkilwaaapaaMd  through,  863;  two  Incidents  of  the 
drama  deferra  partlonlar  notice,  863 ;  tho  greatest  mls- 
tako  a  pdlltlolan  can  make  Is  to  nnderrata  tho  Intellt- 
gonee  of  the  people,  863 ;  vote  on  tho  reaolntloD^  86& 

iSiUfo  AMdtnfft.—JSee  Indeca,  rola.  6,  T. 

PiOato  J)«bt,—Ss«  /tMlw,  vol  a 

PwWo  2>^a*UUrt.—fSt«  Indem,  voU  7. 

B^rlmttng  tyt  m  ladan,  nd.  10. 

PiibUe  Jbp#»d<*i»r*. — St«  IndtK,  voL  It 

AfMIe  ZoiuilL— In  the  Houm,  nsolntlonB  to  inquire  Into 
the  ezpedlonc7  of  redndng  the  price  of,  considered,  and 
also  to  relinqnlab  certain  lands,  126;  Important  qiies- 
tlon  Involred,  126 ;  postponement  moved  and  carried, 
1ST.  Sw/n(fea;,Tols.  1,2,8,6,7, 10;  i>o.PurcAaMr«^ 
«M  JndtsBt  ToL  10 ;  Do.  Graduation  <ff  lAe  prim,  tee 
iiwba\  Tola.  S,  9; 

PubttcZandt  iHaMMfoK.— In  the  Benate, »  UD  to  dte- 
trlbate  tiu  pmoMdi  of  tha  nlas  of^  inbiodnoed,  IS;  no 
nwMSflltf  for  rehrenco,  IS ;  bill  rdiuTed,  13. 

Tho  dlatifbtttlve  piindpleof  theblllimeonsUtaUonal, 
S4 ;  the  character  or  onDpodtlon  of  the  bill  oljJectloQ- 
abl^  S4  ;*  tme  character  of  the  bill,  25 ;  dlstrlbnUon  la  a 
fitlla^,  an  lllaslon  and  a  doooptlon,  25 ;  the  preliminary 
distribution  of  18(  per  eent  to  tho  new  States,  a  bloUl- 
catlon  of  the  vholo  argument  on  which  the  bill  rests, 
S5;  the  bill  nnlUr,  partial,  ni^nst  In  aevenil  partlcn- 
lHa,S3;  population  ft  Use  Mtd  unjust  rale  In  Its  tppll- 
catteatoat7Bt«morinteniaIlmprDT«iiient,a9;  the  per 
oant  allowed  the  bow  Btotes  Insuffldent,  26 ;  the  dam- 
BfB  tA  the  new  6tatee  from  this  bill  cannot  be  estimated 
in  IIMHM7, 26 ;  oomptlng  tendendos  of  tho  system,  ST ; 
bin  ordered  to  be  engroased,  ST. 

CWoistelMon.— Moved  to  strike  ont  the  words  "  oolo- 
Blattoa  of  fkoe  persons  of  color,"  ST;  lost,  ST;  renewed, 
ST;  farther  debate,  S8;  bUl  passed,  S& 

nta^In  the  Saiiata,  ft  msMaga  Tvtdag  the  bUl  to  db- 
trlbnte  the  pneeads  of  the  salet  of  the  psbUe  lands,  201 ; 
details  of  the  measure,  209;  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on 
the  table,  carried,  SOS ;  message  taken  up,  SOS ;  farther 
details  of  the  bill,  MS;  the  President  has  acted  la  a 
manner  moat  respectflilto  the  Xeglslatnre,  SOS;  wlth- 
hofcUng  tbs  bill  vaa  »  Tiolatton  of  the  eonsUtntlon  and 
dtar6ipeetAdtottwBMiata,flM;  Ustoiy  of  the  bill,  SOS; 
tlie  ooutltBtloa  doaaiut  fflTe  tha  Piesldent  ten  di^sto 
eonstder  bins,  except  at  the  long  session,  SOi. 

AiB»DX(HUl2)MrtMf0ii^^  Adst^  vol*.  10. 11. 

AfrHo  Jf«is«y.— In  tha  Honse,  a  resolatlon  calling  on  the 
Beentnry  of  the  Treasnry  tar  a  plan  by  which  the  pub- 
lic nosey  may  be  eolleoted,  kept,  anddlibUMd  irfthont 
the  agency  of  a  bank,  OSi. 

Pitreere  4n     Jfavy.—3*4  Indtsu,  toL  UX 


OiM>««^  JTemvCof  ^^-Aa  AdM^  Tdi.  1,  S,  I. 


Jtellroadi^  a^fe.-nSM  Jiktai^  10, 
ToLlL 


Baubat,  Bobebt,  Bepresentatlre  from  Penn^lvanta,  SS3L 
BAimoLPii,  TnoHAB  B.,  elected  Bergoant-At-Arma,  126. 
^aneom.  Prohibition  of.See  Index,  vol.  S. 
Rtal  XUaU  and  Stavf,  VaJnatton  o/.—Sm  Indem,  roL  fi. 
Bazn,  JoHK,  Beprceentatlre  from  Hasaachnsetta,  8SS ;  on 

etalms  on  Fnnoe,  4TBL  8t4  Tndaa,  vols.  5,  T,  S,  S,  10, 

11. 

Bknchck,  Abusuc  BepnaentstlTe  fkom  North  CuoUna, 

sais. 

Sepramtattvea,  QualtJlesaUona  <^.—8t»  Indm,  toL  6. 

BepreMnkMon,  Ratio  q^.SM  IfUUas,  Tola  1,  S,  4. 

RtHgnaUofL,  dota  it  eau»»  a  vacancy  t—8ea  Indtm,  roL  1 

SgtoluHoa  iclatlTe  to  a  redaction  of  dutiea,  12 ;  of  South 
0Hrollna,13;  on  the  Powen  of  the  Oorenment,  SS,  S<, 
ST;  relatlTe  to  military  orders,  69 ;  on  the'hriS;  89;  to 
notl4'  the  President  and  Tlco-Preddent  of  their  elec- 
tion, 86;  of  thanks  to  Senator  White,  President  pro 
Um^  124 ;  on  the  decease  of  Philip  Doddridge,  iS5 ;  on 
Instractlons  to  Minister  to  Franca,  136;  on  ^^tlc 
Lands,  126 ;  on  Expenses  of  Federal  Courts,  ISI ;  on 
reduction  of  Postage,  123 ;  on  reduction  of  dntlea,  123; 
on  a  tribunal  of  cUims,  1S8;  oadlatrlbntingthesurpliu 
nT«nie,14a;  onthft  deeeaae  of  James  Lent,  Jr^  its ; 
on  deposUs  In  the  Unftod  States  Bank,  191 ;  (tf  thanks 
to  the  Speaker,  191;  relatlre  to  the  Rhode  Idnnd  Ses- 
aton,  201 ;  on  the  report  reflecting  the  rcmoyal  of 
the  deposits,  20S;  on  the  removal  of  tho  deposits,  209; 
of  Inquiry  Into  the  public  dUtreea,  288 ;  on  decease  of 
Thomas  T.  Boutdln,  299 ;  on  the  removal  of  the  deposits, 
801;  on  a  Gold  and  Silver  Currency,  SOS ;  on  the  de- 
cease of  James  Blnlr,  809;  on  the  decease  ttf  L  P. 
Dennis, 809;  on  the  Prsddent^  ftotftst,  MS;  the 
Bhodo  Island  contested  election,  8T1 ;  on  the  dtfeesM  of 
Thomas  D.  Singleton,  890;  on  the  Kentneky  conteated 
election,  890 ;  un  the  deoasse  of  Thomas  T.  Booldla, 
480 ;  on  the  redaction  of  reTonue,  4S9 ;  respecting  the 
United  States  Bank,  440 ;  on  the  decease  of  James  Blalr. 
401 ;  on  the  decease  of  Lyttleton  F,  Dennis,  4Sr;  on  the 
distribution  of  dlplomatlo  oorreapondeuco,  480 ;  on  tha 
onatody  of  the  public  money,  4S1 ;  on  the  Kwtn^ 
Section,  490;  on  the  Blato  Banlnas  deporitorlea,«l; 
on  flie  deeeftsa  vt  Z^fliyotts,  809;  on  Ota  detth  ^ 
ftyatte,  680;  on  a  portrait  of  Washington,  ttO;  on 
executlTa  patronage,  644 ;  on  French  relatlona,  STT ;  on 
the  decease  of  W&rren  B.  Darls,  6S0 ;  on  EzecatlT* 
patronage,  SS6 ;  called  the  expnngtng  resolutions,  Oil, 
6S6;  on  a  national  printing  office,  685;  on  death  of 
Chariea  Slade,  644;  on  death  of  Beqfamfn  F.  Dem- 
Ing,  640;  on  expenditure  at  Kavy  Ftdnt,  (US;  on 
presents  fttim  foreign  powers,  US;  on  decease  of 
Lafliyetto,  6U;  on  Fronoh  relations,  646;  on  pnbUo 
lands,  4Mi  on  impifaonmeBt  tor  debt,  M{  on  pab- 
1I«  laa^  648;  on  Cnmbortand  road,  MT;  on  North 
Eastern  boundary,  643 ;  on  Tlva  voce  eleetin  of  ofHcen, 
AW ;  on  the  If  exlcan  boundary  line,  6S0 ;  on  General 
La&yotte,  660 ;  on  printing  tbe  oimtlon  of  Adama,  658 ; 
on  fuet  for  tha  poor  of  Washington,  65S;  on  Washing- 
ton's papers,  6D8;  on  the  pnbllo  moneyB,6M;  wttho 
Jadldary,  Mi  KT;  on  Tlra  Toea  alecUona,  65T;  on 
Troneh  relations,  6fiT ;  on  an  amend  moot  of  the  consti- 
toUon,  690;  on  ft  iatj  on  fteelgii  ooal,  «6;  on  tho 
writIngaofW«aUiigtoii,6T0;  on  Fmieh  lolttloB^flM, 
631,632;  of  thanks  to  tho  Speaker,  094 ;  on  the  decease 
of  Nathan  Smith,  701 ;  on  the  decease  of  Ellas  E.  Eaiw, 
702;  on  the  decease  of  Zaimon  WUdman,  T02;  on 
French  afbIis,7S0;  the  expunging,  748;  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, on  azinmging,  die.,  T&4;  ICatne  Antl-SIavcry, 
T06;  on  the  raoognltlon  of  Texas,  778;  of  the  New  York 
Leglalatnro  on  ezpuaglnK  TT5;  un  tha  deoeasa  of 
Uftdlson,^ 
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Sevmue,  OoUtetlon  <^—Sm  Ind^ti,  toL  OL  . 
JI«fMntM  OutUrt.—Seo  Indsas,  vol  4. 

AwMUM,  Jteduction  qf.—ln  the  Hoom,  a  resolntlon  to  In- 
qulro  lato  the  expediency  nt,  coualdered,  4S9 ;  not 
adopted,  489. 

Revenue  Sarphtt,  ruolattons  on  tbe  dlstrlbatloa  of,  148. 
BtsetuUon,  BMitrt  ^.—Sm  Inati,  voIm.  10, 11,  lad  .AmIm, 

Smiolutton,  Survivinff  (ffficar*  qfi—Ste  Tndae,  toL  9. 

SwoUMonary  Bomtty  Landa.—Ste  Indesn,  voL  8. 

Sawdtitionary  Clalnu.— la  the  Hooae,  a  bill  reUtlTe  to, 
reported,  485 ;  ftdrsntages  with  vhlch  the  bill  came  be- 
fore the  Hoiue,  486;  vhat  are  the  objects  to  bo  answer- 
ed by  the  bill,  and  what  are  Its  proTistooaf  4S5;  not  tho 
rule  to  allow  interest  on  tboso  elatnu,  486;  objectiona- 
ble lieattiTM  of  th«  bUl,488;  Umltattloa  seta,  48T;  pn- 
mmptlon  that  all  Joat  olaims  lud  been  aatlslled,  488; 
•ndeiioe  of  reooria  Mwecdingly  Imperibet,  488;  fluther 
T«DUU^488> 

SmobiUonfay  Pmtton  iS^utan.— i8m  Indtu,  y6L  8. 

BsmoLDS,  JoBK,  Bepreaentatln  from  minols,  644;  on  the 
Judiciary,  6H. 

SxnroLDS,  Jomr  TS^  pettttons  fitr  an  Bxplmlng  Xxpedi- 
ttoii,M«. 

Skoda  TOand,  janiMtm  qfi—Su  Indtm,  yoII. 

BKod*  ZtbtKd  Sanatonj—la.  the  Benate,  resoInUona  lela- 
tive  to,  Ml ;  the  report  of  tho  eommlttoe  on  the  con- 
tested ■eatpiewnted,MI8;  s  Aw  Acta  In  relation  to  the 
piooeadlnsi  of  the  committee,  268 ;  right  of  the  minority 
to  submit  a  report,  868;  diBOiuEloD,  SOS;  lOBolntlon,  STL 

Shod*  laland,  vote  for  Preaident  In  1S82, 166. 

BiTM,  William  0^  on  the  roTenne  collection  bill,  68 ; 
Betiator  fifom  Virginia,  198 ;  on  the  remoral  of  the  de- 
podta,  888 ;  on  the  deoeaoe  of  Thomas  T.  Booidln,  259 ; 
the  Tlrglnlft  raitdntloiu,  868 ;  resigns,  263 ;  Senator  from 
Tligfais,  T48 ;  on  thereoognltlonof  Texas,  7SB;  on  tho 
decease  of  Uadlson,  ns. 

Soadt  and  Canala,  Smrttt/tJbrj—Bu  ladtn,  toL  T. 

Boadt  in  Statta  or  TnrUmitt,  dfg^tnM  Mw»tik~Su 
JnOtK,  TOla.  V,  la 

Boadfrtm  PetroU  to  OMcOffo  ;  Do.  from  Pmtaadla  to  81. 
AugntHnt;  Do.  from  ffeorffta  to  Jfew  OrieoM,  sm 
Index, -vol.  6;  Do.in  Arkanwu,  tMJiuitm.vo'Lt. 

Soad»y  Potl,  repair  qf,  in  Mittieitppl^—Sia  Jndat,  toL  & 

Jt9ada,PotL~Ba«Indea,v(ilB.»,'t. 

BoBBon,  AiHHx,  en  the  oompnmdse  UQ,  121 ;  Benator  from 
BKode  Island,  198,  686 ;  presents  distress  memorials, 
S9ft  See  Indeta,  vols.  S,  9, 10, 11. 

BOBKSTBOH,  Joav,  BepreeentadTe  from  Tlrglnls,  64i 

SoBDisoK,  John  U.,  Senator  from  Illinois,  198,  686;  on  the 
decease  of  E,  K.  Esne,  TOS.  Se*  Index,  Tid.  11. 

Boot,  Ekastub,  on  a  lien  law  ftir  bollder^  187 ;  on  s  re- 
daction trf' duties,  lea. 

BiTMLEB,  JoniT,  Senabw  from  Udne^  884, 688;  on  the  Mabie 

AnU-SIsTety  resolotlons,  TflBL 
ltiae»,amendmtiattfl^Se»  Jndm,-v<aM.9,Vi,H. 
Suttian  lyeafyin  He  JgMk-Wiul,  teHtroMiUloM  tf." 

Sm/iuIM^toIIOl 


■ 

Seat  Dutjf  and  FUUng  3MH^.r-~Sia  Ind^u,  vA.  0, 
ZhOitM. 

SavannaJl,  rtit^tfj~-Su  Indtm,  toI.  3. 

ScmitK,  TavaxAXO  B.,  BepresontstiTa  from  New  Jeney, 

885. 

ScHLKT,  WiLLtui,  BepresentaUve  ftom  Ctoorgl«,886;  on 
the  removal  of  the  deposits,  444. 


Beamm,  FarMgn  XertliaiU/-~a»*  toL  6L 

Seamen,  ProteeUon  of.— Sue  Index,  toIs,  8, 4. 

SiKtf  of  OovemrntmL—See  Index,  vols.  1, 8,  8, 5. 
Secret  Proe^edingt,  PvbUcaiion  qf.-See  Index,  toI  i. 
Sedition  Law  of  V^^.— Bee  Index,  toIs.  4,  6,  9,  and  Index, 

ToL  8,  D^Matoe  Meaeureaand  SediOoue  PraeUcM. 
Skldeit,  Sxtdlet,  BepresentatiTe  from  New  Torit,  88IL 
Semirtote  War.— Su  Index,  vol  flL 
SBKius,B.L.,onreUeforQ6iienllfBnHiihtlS&  Seehidax, 

Tal.ll. 

Butaie  eonreiies  at  Sd  sesrios  <rf  S8d  Oongrags,  8;  B«nsta 
adJonms,  Sd  session  of  88d  Congress,  184 ;  Senate  con- 
venes at  1st  session  of  88d  Congress,  108 ;  adjooma  at 
close  of  1st  session  of  !8d  Congress,  8S4;  eonrenea  at 
2d  seeaion  of  2Sd  Congrem,  082 ;  oonronea  at  1st  aeaslon 
of  24th  Congress,  686;  adjODmsateloaeoflsteeaelonof 
84th  Congress,  TT9. 

SnoEAirr,  Jobk,  votes  fitr,  as  Tlee-PnaUent,  188. 

Sevhb,  AxBKOsxH^  Delegate  from  AAsnsas, 886.  jSm/r- 
(fnr,Tols.l0^11. 

Skackfosd,  J.,  chosen  Sergeant-at-Arms  of  the  Senate, 
801 

Shepazs,  William  B.,  BepresentaHre  froia  North  Caro- 
lina, 886.  SM/tufAB,  vols.  10,11. 

BnxpLKT,  Ethak,  Senator  from  Maine,  196;  on  the  removal 
of  the  deposits,  880;  on  the  distress  memorial  from 
U[idDe,868;  on  French  spoIlatlonB,  B8T;  on  exeentiTe 
patronage,  60S;  Benotor  from  Hslne,  680, 

BupnBD,  AuGUBim  H.,  BepresentstlTe  tram  North  Cm* 
llna,aeS.  &« /fuf«,  v<^  9,  H  11. 

SHimr,  William  N.,  BepresentstlTe  frtnn  New  Jeisey,  88& 

SMp  Otannel  round  the  FaBe  (tf  Jfia^forik^a  the  Honset 
a  petition  Ibr,  presented,  654;  remsiki,  6M, 

sat,  OMure  <^.—Stt  htdex,  voL  11. 

SusBn,  NAmunaK,  Benator  from  VamaehiisetH,  1S8 ;  va 
SbasadniBettoreHdatlona,  870 ;  on  relsdens  with  VniUM^ 
620.  ib«7*Mleg^Toli.l1^1L 

SiNSLBioir,  Thomas  D.,  Bepressntstln  from  BoaUi  Ovo* 
lliia,885;  deeease <^ 8»0i 

Sinking  Fund.— See  Index,  vol  10. 

Slack,  Chaslu,  Bopreaentativa  from  Illlnola,  896 ;  decease 
0^  644. 

Blade,  William,  Bapresentottve  from  Yermont,  88(L  iSse 
Index,-nLll. 

Staoerjf,  aeUon  if  Indtana.r~S»^ndex,  voL  8,  Ordi- 
nance. 

^StoMry  <»  XrtaiMU— In  file  Konss^  petltloBS  relative' to, 

presented,  767. 

Saver}/  in  Ae  Dt^at  of  CWwnMo.— In  the  House,  a 
memorial  for  the  abolition  a(  presented,  161 ;  gioes  In- 
condstency  of  tlie  theory  and  praotioe  ot  our  Qovem- 
ment,161;durscter(rf  thepetitioneTB,161;  ttaneenon^ 
when  the  pei^lo  ofthe  DIstriet  reqaest  It,  161 ;  people  of 
the  Nmthem  States  SB  mneh  oonoemedastboseof  the 
Southern  tn  the  District  of  Odmnlifs,  168;  xefened  to 
tho  Committoa  <ni  the  District,  Ifil;  petitions  pr^ng. 
the  sbolltlon  ot^  comddered,  660;  compWnt  of  the 
petltlouen  that  a  portion  of  the  people  of  the  Dis- 
trict are,  withoat  crime,  dlsaoailfled  as  witnesses,  660; 
free  blacb  liable  to  be  takeniip  as  runaway  alavea,  661 ; 
the  slave  trade  Is  carried  on  in  the  DIstriet,  661 ;  lieens- 
edbythe  Corporation  of  Wsihingbm. MS ;  dbttaietlon 
itf  white  and  black,  668 ;  aboUtlon  <tf  daveil'  In  the  DIs- 
triet asked  for, 688;  right  of  petltloB,  664;  power  of 
Congress  over  the  Dlstrie^  664;  expedient  to  grant  the 
prayer,  665 ;  refrrred  to  select  committee,  606. 

Petitions  trvm  Ualne  presented,  676 ;  other  memorUHs, 
67^;  sbonid  bo  printed  that  Sonthem  people  may  know 
how  Northern  people  fbol,  67T ;  s  great  naUonal  ques- 
tion, Vn ;  what  ot^ect  to  be  attained  by  printing  f  678; 
how  doss  the  mattsritaDdf  6TB;  prlidlng  sndt  dooa* 
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iDonts  probibiteU  lit  iiiMt  of  tho  Southern  States,  678 ; 
Btate  of  fbellDg  tind  of  th«  case  u  iL  eslat^  here  in  the 
North  and  tbo  Sputta,  0T9 ;  motion  Uld  on  the  ttUe, 

on. 

In  tlia  Senate^ «  potltkm  for  tiie  aboUtkm  at,  oonaldor- 
ed,705;  qneatlon  of  zeeeptloa  nlaecl,709;  luU,  T05; 
BoQtbeni  mind  ■Inadj'  filled  with  aglUtlon  and  alnrm, 
T05 ;  Cairo  Quarterly  HeeUng  Memorial,  705 ;  -OoDgroBB 
iw  power  OTer  slavory  tn  tbo  States,  700;  conetUntlon 
recognizes  the  right  of  property  In  slaves,  T06;  ctrcum- 
sUnces  under  which  the  momorUla  are  presented,  TOS ; 
cansaserloos  Ii\}di7  to  theslayes,  700;  roquoot  of  the 
memorialists,  TOT;  offset  ofgraatlng  It,  707. 

Ottfect  of  memorialists,  707;  aboliUonlsts,  707 ;  plo- 
tnnu^  707 ;  mlseUef  ^  ths  sodeUeo,  W3 ;  condnet  of  tlM 
bodr  of  the  people  at  the  North,  IW;  motion  to  Iqr  on 
the  table  preferable,  709;  why  attempt  a  mode  ol  pro- 
ceeding coloolated  to  dlstnrb  the  hormoaious  notion  of 
the  Union?  709;  to  rt|]eotIp]adlclaDa,709;  subject  post- 
poned, 711. 

Question,  oojcht  we  to  rscelro  the  petiUonsf  713; 
bow  good  polfoy  to  recolvo  them,  when  we  have  no 
power  to  grant  their  request,  7U ;  dUbrenee  between 
ant  receiving  and  rtdoottag  after  ree^tlon,  n4;  la  there 
any  principle  that  obliges  OS  to  reoein  petItl0B«T714; 
tJw  Legiilatarea  that  ceded  tbo  Dbtrict  hod  no  power 
to  abolish  slavery,  714 ;  the  grantee  has  not  more  power 
than  the  grantor  possessed,  TIB ;  other  objections  to  the 
competency  of  Congress  to  ozerdse  this  power,  715; 
the  most  efficient  mesaure  to  compel  general  abolition 
in  the  Btatos,  716;  duty  oS  Congren  to  suppress  servile 
Inntneethm^  TUk 

Congress  ou^t  not  to  aot  In  this  nmtter,  but  on  the 
Impulse  of  Ibiyland  and  Virginia,  TIT;  eflbot  of  the  re- 
flisal  to  receive,  717;  to  iecolve,and  Immediately  re- 
ject, something  like  JaggUng;  717 ;  flirther  remarks,  718; 
another  petition  presented,  719 ;  bill  reported,  TiO. 

These  petltioDfl  have  been  coming  here  ever  siooe  the 
fonndatlon  of  the  Government,  722 ;  Southern  Senators 
could  not  mOTB  eSbotnally  co-operate  In  the  views  of 
fikolr  onemlas  than  by  their  present  coarse,  722;  why 
■re  ire  bound  to  reAuo  toreodve  these  petitl(mst72S; 
to  leftiae  to  receive,  denied  fhe  tight  of  being  heard, 
788;  Congress  no  power  to  emandpats  these  slaves, 

■m.  « 

Duty  of  every  member  fhnn  the  South,  7S8 ;  has  not 
our  coarse  been  purely  defbnrive  ?  794;  Meosed  as  an 
agitator,  721. 

Protest  against  the  ezdteotent  attempted  on  titis  floor 
to  be  kept  op  against  the  Horth,  T24;  no  couite  better 
anlttliBlTorttiemfiui8tlca,7M;  coniwofa  certain  news- 
pi^,  T25;  a  Jmm  fuOvrat  Introdneed  here,  78S;  a 
newspaper  in  UUca  Introdneed,  726 ;  ol^ect  to  keep  the  ' 
ball  ofoontontion  moving  between  the  North  and  Bontb, . 
73S;  the  agitation  kept  np  by  money,  736;  newspaper 
paragrapbs  read,  727 ;  agitation  here  will  promote  agita- 
tion elsewhere,  ^8 ;  prooeedings  of  a  certain  press  In 
Vashington,  723;  agents  at  tbo  South  seeking  to  build 
up  a  sectional  par^,  728. 

Nature  of  our  InstitoHons,  123 ;  the  potitlimera  are  i 
dtlzens  of  the  United  Stiteai  T80;  no  right  to  refose  to 
receive  a  petition  tnm  a  dtUon  of  the  United  States 
toaohlng  a  matter  that  concerned  him,  190 ;  words  of 
the  consUtntion,  780 ;  express  reot^nlUon  of  the  pre-ex- 
isting right,  T81 ;  motions  before  the  Senate,  TBI ;  dls- 
tinotlMi  between  rejecting  the  petition  and  the  prayer 
of  it,  too  refined,  782 ;  bound  to  receive  aH  respeotAil 
petitions  from  proper  persona,  783;  these  peUUons 
should  follow  the  usual  eonnM,782;  these  doors  Hioold 
be  doeed  against  the  snl^}oct  slaveiy,  7S8;  thelnccn- 
dlazleaat  your  door  domsBdlBg  sdmlttsiice,78iL 


Let  It  once  be  understood  that  the  sacred  right  of  pe- 
tition and  the  coose  of  the  abolitionists  most  rise  or  fall 
togetber,aod  It  maybe  Iktal,  788;  where  the  rightofpe- 
tltlon  derived,  TS8;  it  la  sold  the  constitution  would  not 
be  violated  by  a  refusal  to  receive  the  peatlon,TU; 
what  Is  the  trao  history  and  character  of  the  article  of 
tbo  constitution  T  731 ;  it  is  sold  to  grant  the  pnyer  would 
be  tmeonstituUonal,  785;  the  question  of  reception  de- 
termined thirty  years  ago,  785 ;  the  present  a  real  con- 
troversy between  liberty  and  power,  785;  why  urge  the 
motion  not  to  receive  ?  786;  difference  between  the  mo- 
tions, 780;  the  strongest  measuie  consistent  with  tbs 
right  orpeUUon,  T8& 

It  la  said  to  reject  IstoflMdeetberi^aTpeatlog; 
It  Is  said  to  niJect  Is  to  render  the  right  of  petition  aa 
empty  form,  797 ;  why  rooolvo  the  petltiDn  when  «e 
have  no  power  to  grant  redreastTST;  flirther  debate^  18^ 
789,740;  motion  to  reeelTO passed,  7'U ;  prsyerof  psll- 
tionon  r^eoted,  742. 

Farther  petitions  presented,  743 ;  motion  to  refer 
to  a  committee,  743;  what  the  petiUonen  oak,  71S; 
early actlcHi  of  CoDgreasonttiIsBuIt|oet,T4S;  faddooths 
table,  748>-£te /fl<fea,  vols.  ^  »,  IL 

SUmry,  Mffro,  in  South  Am*rioa.—8m  Indm,  voL  Bl 

Slavtm,  Retotutiona  reUitUi*  to,  in  Ntto  StaiM.—SM  h- 
V4ds.  8, 6,  and  Ind^  vol.  3,  TirrUarUa. 

iSZooeo,  Qxut  Transportation  o/.-Sm  IndM,  vd.  7. 

iSEocM  Deported.— &«  IruUx,  vols.  (i,9\  Do.  Fugitive,  m 
Indta,  vols.  5,  6,  7 ;  Do.  Importation  «m  IndM, 
voL  6,  and  Indite,  voL  8,  DutUa  on  In^rti ;  Do.  /a- 
damniiy  for,  «M  IndmB,  voL  6 ;  Do.  Miffration  of.  m 
JndM,  voL  6;  Do.  PMUotu,  sm  I»dn,  vola.  1,  i, 

Slav4  Tfad4.—SMlndtK,'n]a.%9,7,9. 

Bloahb,  Joxatba!!,  Ropresontatfvo  tmm  Ohio,  881 

Sloops  qf  War.—Seo  ImUx,  toL  7. 

Small  Armed  VeMtla.—See  Im^m,  toL  IL 

Small  2fbt«s.— In  the  Qoosd,  leave  to  Wng  In  a  bOl  idatin 

to,  granted.  ieS. 
Shttb,  Fnoson  a  J.,  Bepresentiitlve  ftbm  Urine,  889;  <■ 

the  writings  of  Vsshlngton,  879. 
Sxrin,  Jomr,  UU  oom  ttf.~Saa  Indea,  voL  8L 
Skitb,  Nathait,  oo  the  eompmmlsa  Mil,  IIS ;  at  homa  id- 

nation,  115;  Benator  ftom  Connooticnt,  188,  886;  pn- 

eents  distress  merporials  firom  Connecticut,  885 ;  deeesis 

<^700. 

SmUAKmian  InttUwUon,  messsge  relative  to,  703;  bill  to 
^point  an  agent  relative  to  the  legacy,  passed,  Ttt 

SotdtenqfikA  BtvohMon^—SM  Jndeai,  vols.  8, 8. 

SoiOK  JmtHean  Statet.~8M  Ii%d«a\  vola.  8,  T. 

SouiA  AxMricoK  and  otJter  JfMofu.— In  the  House,  the  tp- 
pn^riatlon  bill  considered,  485;  th«  Honse  ihooll  be 
lolbrmed  why  it  is  Judged  necessaiy  to  establish 
manent  relations  between  Bel^um  and  this  country, 
465 ;  countriesat  which  we  have  no  missions,  465;  coons 
of  our  diplomatio  proceedings  at  the  first  organlatloa 
of  theGovemmcn^46«;  flo^467;  thenosooableeasse 
for  these  missions  asked  Jkw,  467. 

To  what  department  has  the  oonsUtaUon  left  it  de- 
ddlng  what  shall  be  the  dtplomatlo  relations  f  467 ;  nnst 
the  sntifect  pass  nsder  our  review  before  any  flneign 
mlsrion  la  established  f  467;  must  onrGovenmwDt  be  re- 
quired to  re-prove  every  year  the  neeessity  of  its  mls- 
slonst  408;  the  otjection  goes  to  sweep  awiy  the  entire 
diplomacy  this  country,  463 ;  If  our  Interests  with  the 
two  portions  of  Bel^nm,  when  eoqjotned,  were  deemed 
wortiiy  preservation,  why  not  eqn^  to,  wltii  esch 
portitm  as  now  separated f  488;  flu  mbsloiu  to  Bosth 
America,  469;  why  wsa  not  the  Bepubtle  of  Colombia 
namedl&thebmT470;  Uezlcot47Q;  whonthemisalou 
were  Instltatsd,  It  Is  said,  they  were  shortly  to  bedb- 
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peawd  wUb,  4T1;  the  Ueskui  mlHioii,  4TS;  Bomkh 
Attbs,  472 :  flirther  tsBwk^  419L 

It  b  Mdd  tbo  borAen  of  pnot  In  lefbranoo  to  bs  qipro- 
priatloQ  ftir  a  mlnloD  rests  not  on  tbo  Executive  bat  on 
aitj  mambcr  opposing  the  appropriation,  4T4 ;  action  of 
Prraldent  WosblDgton,  4T4;  action  of  the  House  in  eon- 
S6qaence,474;  rl^tof  the  House  to  demand  infomia- 
tlon  whenerer  called  to  Tote  uoner,  475 ;  because  ire 
have  eomnwree  vltli  a  oonntry  we  are  not  bound  to 
boop  np  dlipkun^  relaUona,  4T3;  a  ftw  flwis  In  nlatkra 
to  Boenoa  Ayrea,  477;  flutber  remarks,  478;  motion  to 
strike  oat,  lost,  478. 

Boumuw,  Saxiitki.  L.,  Senator  from  Ne v  Jetaef ,  19ft,  666 ; 
presents  dtotresa  memorials,  258,  S6I;  prosonU  New 
Jvnej  memorials,  S31 ;  on  Young  Men's  distress  me- 
morial, 897;  on  ExecuUvo  patronage,  BOS;  on  the  ez- 
pnngln^  Besolntloo,  63S  i  mi  tito  torUflcatlon  UU,  SlO ; 
OB  Texan  sllUn^  779. 

SoulA  CatvUaa,  Ordinance  <^.—S0. 

South  OarolUuL—StmAiitioaa,li;  do^  relattrs  to  tbo  Proal- 
dent^  ProeUmatlon,  18;  prooeedtngs  relatlTa  to,  mes- 
sage on,  IS;  nsolntioiia  of  Mr.  Calhoun  reUtlre  to  the 
powers  of  the  gorenimeDt,  88 ;  do.  of  Ur.  Clayton,  27. 

South  CaivIlnaToto  ft)r  President,  In  1S88, 16S. 

South  Caroltna  (Maim*.— Set  Index,  t<4s.  9, 11. 

South  q^rolina  ProUa.—Se6  IncUat,  toL  10. 

Sp<Un,  latlflcation  of  the  Treaty  ot  1819,  tee  IntUm,  toL  7. 

Sfaitoue,  Davtt>,  BopraeontatlTB  from  Ohio,  8S6L 

l^tecte  I^aymenta  by  the  Adsrol  7y«anrjfj~-Tn  the  Senate, 
a  resolution  relative  to,  offered,  760 ;  remarks,  T60. 

Sp*^  PayttUfUe.—See  Indejt,  voL  ft. 

Specie^  Ti-antportaUon  qf,  in  PvbUo  armed  vea»eU.-~See 
Index,  vol  T. 

Spkout,  JtBSi,  Bepresentatlve  ttom  North  CaroIliiA,  S9S; 
ontbe  purchase  of  books,  41C;  on  a  gold  modsJ  to  Col- 
<Miel  Crogjian,  65S.  SIge /ntfM^  vols.  10, 11. 

Stsaoui,  Fxue,  Benator  from  Hiring  US;  preaonts  a  dls- 
faeiB  memorbtl,  261 ;  presents  dlstnas  memorials,  ST7 ; 
on  tho  Maine  memorials,  808 ;  on  the  gold  coin  bill, 
888.  As /iwIaH,  vols.  8;  9, 10, 11. 

STAKDKnn,  Javbs,  Representative  from  Teoneaaee,  886. 

SlaU  Ralan<see,—8ee  Indeaa,  roL  2, 

St.  Domtngo.—Sea  Index,  vola.  2,  7. 

STKTEiraoiT,  AicDKXW,  addross  in  response  to  a  vote  of  thanks 
as  Speaker,  191 ;  Repreeentatlvo  ttvm  Virginia,  880 ; 
elected  Speaker,  888;  hia  addresa,  889;  redgna,  478;  ad- 
dress, 479 ;  vote  of  flunks  to^  tttOi  See  /n<2«B,  vols.  8, 
9, 10, 11. 

SnwAKT,  Akdzkw,  on  distributing  the  surplos  revenue, 
148 ;  on  the  compromise  bill,  K3;  Repreaentativo  from 
Pomujrlvanta,  8S3 ;  ou  the  local  bonk  depcalt  regulation 
bill,  51 3.  See  Index,  vola.  9, 10, 11. 

Stock,  Five  JUmion,  Ifea.-^See  Index,  voL  a 

Stocktox,  TnoxAB  H.,  chosen  Chaplain  of  the  Hooas,  S90. 

Stoddkbt,  JomrT.,  Bepre««ntatiTefrom  Maryland,  886. 

awiMUty  ofStaU».-S«6  Adot^  vol.  9. 

Af^inww  at  AleBMmdria,  Battfoftke^-Bu  Adtev  TtiL  S. 

St^^enin  War.—See  Index,  vol  flL 

Sitgar  Oane.—See  Imdem,  toL  10. 

Sugar, Drauibaeb on Jt^fkudj— Sm  IndmB,yciL  lO^PuUm 

onlntportt. 
Sunday  XtUUkSee  Index,  vdU.  6, 7, 10, 11. 
A^nmM  Awt— .8m /ndsn,  Tol.  la 
Surgeon-General  q^Oe  JVovy.— >Sm  InSm,  vdL  10. 
AwMyof-ffAMral  ^  JBtnoUj— In  flie  Howe, «  bfll  nlattve 

to,  650. 

SnTBEBLAin},  J.  B.,  on  the  compromise  bill,  179 ;  Bepro- 
sentatlvo  Arom  Peunsylvonia,  839.  See  Index,  vols.  10, 
11. 

Sweden,  Oommendal  Intercouree  wttA.— As  Index,  roL  9, 
Swirr.  Bwsjimn,  Senator  from  Temrat,  188,  688l 


Theubai/a  3IMon.—See  Index,  vol.  9.  ^ 
Tallmadoe,  N.  p..  Senator  from  New  Yorik,  198,  888;  on 

the  removal  of  tbo  deposits,  272. 
TtaiM*^  MreeL—See  Jnden,  vols.  2, 0^  6 ;  7>a  War,  eee  Indue, 

vol  6. 

Tatub,  Wiluax  p.,  BepresentatlTe  from  Virginia,  883. 

Tatlob,  William,  Be[»«aentaUTe  ftt>m  New  Torlc,  880. 

7>>nne»eee,  Admltilon  <^.—8«e  Index,  vol'  1. 

Tenneeeee  Land  Claime.  See  Index,  vOL  lOi 

Tinne—ee,  Itefuee  Lands  in.— See  Index,  voL  Ift. 

Tenneeeee,  vote  for  President  in  1882,  188l 

Territorial  Oovenmente.—See  Index,  vol. 

Territoriee.~See  Index,  vols.  1,  2, 8, 4,  6. 

lixae,  Seeognition  qf.—Ia  the  Senate^  memorials  rolatlvo 
to,  presented,  TGI ;  soUdtnde  foil  In  the  straggle,  Tffil; 
not  the  time  for  Congress  to  sanction  my  act  boTond 
the  preservation  of  enr  nentrallty,  702. 

MemorlalB  from  North  Carolina  and  HIsslsatppI,T68; 
the  tnfbnnation  ttom  Texas  nnoffldal,  763 ;  have  recog- 
nised Goremmonts  de/ado,  768 ;  Information,  reliable, 
wanted,  764 ;  Texas  should  be  a  part  <rf  this  Union,  704 ; 
memorials  referred,  769;  report,  TTI;  debate,  779;  re* 
GognitloQ  carried,  778L 

Thoxas,  Fbakcis,  BepresantnUTO  from  Maryland,  8Stli  See 
Index,  VOL  11. 

TooxAS,  PmLEMOK,  BepmntaflvB  from  Louisiana,  860. 

jSM.fiufeB^voLll. 
Tnoxsoif,  JoHiT,  Representative  fhnn  Ohio,  886.  See  Index, 

vols.  10, 11. 

TiFTOM,  JoHx,  Sonatorftxnn  Indiana,  198, 680;  on  the  north- 
ern boundary  of  Ohio,  867. 

rule  t^Preeident.^Sea  Index,  vol.  8. 

TOHLnreoH,  Qedxoh,  Senator'  fh>m  Connoctlcnt,  198,  6SI1; 
prasenta  distress  memorials,  830 ;  on  the  deoeaao  of 
Nathan  Bmttli,  TOO.  Ass  Aute:^  vola^  0,  7,8,9,11. 

ToxFznra,  CHumFsn,  BqwcaentaUvo  from  Eentndty, 
896.   Sss /tMlM,  voL  II. 

Tapogra^Moal  Surve}f$.—See  Index,  vol.  11. 

Torpedo  SxperUnenL—Bee  Index,  voL  7. 

m-eaeon  and  Sedition  d^flned.-~Sie  Index,  voL  2. 

7>saaon,  AmMflMRf  Of.— See  Index,  voL  S. 

7i-ea9wv.—S$e  Index,  rtL 

Treatktry  AilUlfV.— In  the  House,  a  message  relatlTe  to 
the  homing  oi;  047. 

Treaeury  2foiee.—See  Index,  toL  (L 

Treati4*,are  (hey  ti^preme  over  State  LaeDtt-^ln  tiie'Sen- 
ale,  a  memorial  from  cdrtsin  Cherokees  presented,  SSI ; 
the  question  oftha  snpremaqr  of  Indian  treaties,  631 ; 
some  of  the  grounds  upon  which  the  States  have  acted 
should  be  noticed,  D91 ;  Stales  siJ^iremo  within  their 
limits,  681 ;  UMorieal  sketch,  B81 ;  how  shaU  tbo  States 
be  Indnoed  to  rescind  their  laws  ?  688 ;  origin  of  the 
poHcy  vd  romovlng  the  Indian^  688 ;  distinction  be- 
tween arrange  men ta  mads  with  the  In^an  tribes  fbr 
their  protection,  and  trestlus  with  foreign  powers,  633; 
a  vital  error  to  declare  these  arrangements  the  same  ua 
treaties,  6S3;  doctrines  of  Joffeison  on  the  subject,  C84; 
oonsequences  of  this  view,  694. 

TVMfy    Ghent,  Oommteeton  under.— ^  Index,  vol  8. 

Treaty,  Nen  Creek.— See  Ii^eu,  vid.  9'^nd  Indem,  voL  8, 
CWob  Indian  S^^attaOan. 

Treaty  with  Sreat  Britain.— See  Index,  toL  1. 

2Vm^  wOft  ^»aiM^->8M /lute,  Td.  0. 

THbunaliffaaima,  reaa4utlo&  on,  USL 

TxTTUBCLL,  Josm,  Beprasenlativa  flrom  ConnocOoot, 
614 

TUrklih  Commieaion,  Potoer     the  PreUdentto  originate 

MJetiona^-See  Index,  vol.  11. 
Tdshxb,  itjem,  KepresentatlTe  from  Harylond,  886l 
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TcKUU,  JoBL,  EepreseDtadre  fWtm  Now  York,  SS5. 
TmOT.  Sajhjkl,  BopreaentetlTS  from  Coiui«cllcat,  S86. 
JkBmt]/-ucond  qf  February.— la  Ui«  Howe,  ■^lounment 

over,  moved  and  carried,  48S^ 
TiOO-OUrcU  TOte,  ms  Indtx,  voL  4. 

Trui,  JoHir,  on  tha  nrenns  odleatlon  UD,  flS;  Sanatnr 
fNun  TirgInU,  198,  6SS ;  prcaenta  ft  dlatren  memorial, 

StO;  presonts  resolutions  and  InstracUona  of  VlrginU 
iLwemblf,  S63j  presents  distress  memorials,  877;  on 
Frcncli  spoliations,  BSC ;  on  a  penal  code  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  60S;  chosen  President  pro  tmu  of  the 
Senate,  689;  his  addisas,  989;  reelgna  his  aeat  io  the 
Senate,  n9: 

V 

UhIoh,  DUtduUiOa  of.— See  Itidta,  4. 
CntOded  BalaneM^—Saa  InnUm,  toL  It. 


T 

VaeebuMm  tfIndia%».—Stt  Indem,  vala.  7, 11. 

TAir  BoBmr,  Hjmiir,  elected  Vice-President,  168;  takea 
hla  seat  as  Prealilent  of  the  Senate,  t09 ;  bis  address, 
SOS;  preddet  in  the  Senate,  on.  ^ /ndw,  toIs.  7, 8>. 

Vaxdkitokl,  Aasoit,  Be^eeentAlvo  from  New  YoA, 

Tait  Hovna,  bAAO  B.,  B^reaentitlTe  ft«n  Nev  Tork, 
88S. 

Taxob,  Jonpn,  BeprcHBtaUn  from  OUo^  MS;  on  the 
army  oommissuiat,  4SS,  4S^    8m  Tndau,  toL  11. 

Vermont,  vote  toi  President  In  1888, 168. 

Tkbplakos,  Odium  C,  on  the  expensee  <tf  Federal  Conrta, 

187 ;  on  the  rednotlon  of  duties,  188,  183;  on  tbA  tatU; 

IH.    Sm  ludffB,  yoL  IL 
r«M<j«  RegUUHng  and  Ctearing.  —Sm  IntUa^  toL  1. 
Veto  of  bill  to  allow  Interest  on  the  aoconnts  of  States,  11 ; 

of  tho  harbor  hllJ,US;  of  the  hill  UmUng  sessions  of 

C««reai,7TL 
PIM  andXMrAdmtrtil$.—Si§Iild«a,  toL  & 
Vlo«-Pre»i<J«nr»  Appeal— Sm  Indeea,  v<A.  9. 
Vloe-Pretid^t,  Pouw»  <^th».-3a9  Indn,  vol  9; 
Timoa,  BAxnBL  F.,  Bepresentatlve  ftom  Ohio,  88&  SM 

IndfB,  vols.  7,  a,  9, 10, 11. 
Virgtnta  MaUaty  La«tU.—Sm  Indtm,  vola.  4,  5;  i>o. 

Olaimt,  aM          toL  11 
Virginia  J/ttttarf  Land  Vammtft— In  ttw  Senate  e  bin 

grantliig  an  additional  qunUtr  of  land,  te,  oonildaied, 

684;  bfll  passed,  en. 
Virginia  Zand  Warrantt—St  IndtcB,  voL  7. 
Virginia,  vote  fi>r  President  In  1883, 168. 
VcU  ef  Approbation.— Su  InOoa,  toL  4 
Votet,  conntlnf  oi;  fbr  PMUanI,  117. 


VafttMft  and  JHalMt  Oanak-gH  IndoK,  yel  6L 
Wi-QOAXAXy  Q.  A.,  Senator  ftom  Lonlstane,  199;  pteseots 

dUreaa  memoriale,  981.  SieTnd^ro'iU. 
'WAOjfEB,  Dasixl  B.,  Bepresentallro  fhun  Penns^vouia, 

885. 

Valxkb,  Robert  J.,  Senator  fhini  Uisslselppi,  686;  (Hi  the 

recognltiiin  ofToxan  Independence,  738. 
Wall,  Qaukt  D„  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  666> 
War,  oonduet  qfthot—Sio  Tndom,  yoL  & 
Wakd^  Aabos,  BepreeentaUTO  from  New  Talk,  88ft. 
VAunraLL,  Damisl,  Bepneontatlye  from  Hew  Tork,  SfBk 


WaOington'M  Strthdav-Su  /ndecB,  vol  11;  Do.  JToim- 
mont,  SM  Indaa,  vols.  0,  «,  7;  A>.  PortraiL,  ate  In- 
dtts,  vols,  a,  11,  18 ;  Do.  JUtnatna,  sm  SmUk,  vd  11; 
Do.  Statva,  SM  Jnd^  vol  11. 

WAamiTOTOx.— In  the  House,  e  nedntlan  relative  Io  th» 
popeiB  0(  698;  Joint  tMolatfam  rdattnto^m;  Mol^ 
680;  laldonthatabl^680L 

WAMoavioiXtFortrait  ^C— IntbeSonae,Ki«eolntlendb> 
ed,080. 

WoMngtoa  CUy,  CapUtro  ef.r-8oo  Adm,  TOL IL 

WAtMouea,  Jobs  O.,  BepreaeatattTe  ftou  Fannqrlniii^ 
88&  SetIndta,\6Lll. 

Watsi,  Jauu  M.,  BepresentatlTe  from  Georgia,  8S5;  oa 
the  Eentnekr  contested  eleotloo,  886;  on  the  porchiso 
ofboolu,44SL  As  AdMVTOU.10,lL 

Wanrn,  Damul,  on  the  rarenne  eoUeetlo&  UQ,  It,  IH; 
on  the  compromise  bill,  85 ;  oflbre  resoliitlvns  on  tka 
Tariff  85;  on  home  valuation,  114;  on  redoctian  itf 
duties,  lis,  119;  Senator  ftom  Uassachnaetts,  IM;  oa 
the  report  relative  to  the  removal  of  the  deposits,  SOt; 
on  the  public  distress,  S4fi;  on  the  parchose  of  boeki 
tbi  members,  2S0,  2S1 ;  presents  a  distress  petition  than 
New  Bedford,  8jB ;  reports  on  the  purchase  of  bo(A^  IS ; 
preeents  ftirther  dlstresa  menunlals,  887 ;  on  TsnrasfnT 
Conntj  memorial,  STO ;  on  Philadelphia  mechanics'  me- 
morial, 870;  OD  New  Tork  memorial,  87B;  pr^pents  a 
Boston  memorial,  877 ;  on  rechortering  a  United  Blolei 
Bank,  STB;  presents  Penosjlvanta  memorials,  Nf;  do. 
Ljnn,  896 ;  on  the  Albany  mMnorlal,  800 ;  on  the  Pres- 
ident's Protest,  890 ;  on  fore^  silver  coins,  817 ;  on 
decease  ot  Lo&yette,  883 ;  on  French  QMlUtions  prior 
to  1800,585;  on  French  ^oUotionSiUM;  onExecatlTS 
patronage,  604;  on  the  pnhUo  d^oslti,  618;  Benata 
from  UaaMchnaetta,  680;  on  reeelvliQ  alavefymtme- 
rlals,  783;  on  slavery  peUtlons,  748;  on  aid  to  Professor 
Lieber,  759 ;  on  Ibdersl  speoto  payments,  T60 ;  on  if- 
fUrsIn  Texas,  788;  on  the  recognition  of  Texas,  Tffl; 
on  Texan  aflUrs,  778. 

WKBenn,  Tatlob,  Bej^esentattve  ft«m  OUo,  SEt. 

Wetiem  Armory,— Sie  IndM,  Ttrie.  7, 9,  IOl 

WMem  SIvortt  IfmOitation  tf^—Sio  IndM,  v«L  8. 

WUMnt  Aoadoii^.—SMlttdM,v6la.X,KiJ>o.Otddt, 
toe  Ii»den  T0l&  6,  lO;  i>9.  VtMoro,  tu  bidm  vtk 
9,10. 

Whallkt,  BirotH,  Bepreeentotlve  fitnn  New  York, 
"WniTX,  Gawbkll  P.,  Bepresentatlve  tiom  New  Teifc,3^; 

on  the  gold  oein  blU,  008L  Beo  Judtm^  vols.  10^  !!■ 
WextZiEdwakd  D.,  Bepresentatlve  ftom  Lonlalsns,  8S6. 

Am  IndMt,  vols.  10, 11. 
Wmn,  HmiB  II,  ehoeen  rroddent  piv  ton.  ef  the  Sensts, 

8;  i«nMrics,8;uBWertoav(rt«of  thaafca,184;  Ssnalw 

ftom  Tonneeeee,  198,  6H;  on  Indian  nestta^Eei; « 

the  expunging  rosolntlan,  687.    Sto  IndtK,  vols.  %  % 

10, 11. 

WHixs,JoBKralL,  Delegate  ftom  Florida,  886;  en  Florida 

oIalms,18S.  Ae/nds^  vols.  8,  »,  10,1L 
WhiUt,  llubf  iflfrvsion  on  Indian  rtotroaOoM^Sm 

IndM),  voL  8. 
VMtaep'e  fattnt  Sight— 8m  Indm,  voL  4 
WamuBn,  Eluiia,  Bepreaeatattve  from  OUti  M>> 
WnRumsT,  FnnmnniK,  BepreeentotlTe  flvmSewTo^ 

885.  A«/iMfiiii,ToLll 
-WiCEiirFB,CiLULi»A.,ontlw  bm  fbr  the  «le  ofheA 

stock,  167. 

Widouie  and  Orpkana,  Pontion  to.—SM  /ikln,  vol  S. 

71X101,  BicHAXD  H.,  the  ooM  qf.—8M  IndM^  ToL  10. 

"Wilde,  BicaAnn  H.,  Eopreeentatlve  ftom  Georgia,  885;  oa 
rednotlon  of  postage,  180;  on  the  message  relstlve  to 
milIiSastfani,150;  on  the  loeal  bank  deporit  legalatloB 
bUl,flOtl 

VHsiiAir,  Zauhw,  deoeaio  o(  TDK 
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WiLKim,  WnxiAM,  S«nato(  from  PennsylmiU,  198;  In- 
tiodacM  a  bUl  on  French  spoUatlona,  1 1 ;  on  approprla- 
thn  of  lutd  ailes,  87 ;  on  tho  revenua  ooIlectioD  bill, 
SB;  TOtM fttr a> '^M-ftMldant,  168;  on  tb»  OMiimlal 
rfth»depoilte,U>.  AM/iufMi,  ToL  11 

TriTi'fTlt.  Lrva,  HepreMUlatlYa  from  North  Carolina, 
88S;  on rolinqnlshlng tho  pabllo  landi,12S;  on  clalma 
on  France,  47a,  ^  JhtJco,  toIb.  T,  8,  9,10, 11. 

TlLaoM,  Edoab  0^  BeprwentatlTe  from  Ttrgtnla,  889. 

Wht,  Wiluax,  Totei  for,  u  President,  168 ;  the  Benate 
adjoom  to  attend  Ua  fkuwnl,  SSI. 

mMMfUfn,  Mtmorial    tbo  LegUatue  o(  648. 

ytjSM,  Hbht  a,  BaimaentatlTo  from  TbgUiIk,  886 ;  en 
tba  itmoral  of  tb«  depoalta,  01 ;  mi  tlis  dweaao  of 
Thomaa  T,  Bonldln,  dSl ;  «tt  the  onato^  of  the  pnbllo 
mono/,  481 ;  on  dcrar  In  t&«  Diatrlot  ef  CtinmUa, 
118;  on  tbo  irrltlnp  ofWaaUngtOD,  680: 

WUnettMy  paj/mma if,inla^taeimtnt  eaUMi—Ses Indea, 
Tola.8,11. 

"Wtaam,  Suab,  Jr.  Senator  from  Now  York,  103,  686;  on 
icdnetion  of  dntleB,  116;  on  the  Rhode  Island  Senator, 
268 ;  on  reobartering  the  United  States  Bank,  281 ;  on  the 
nnmber  of  distress  petlUonflr8,8H;  on  the  President's 
Pntest,888;  on  Frenoh  ^oUatloiu,616;  onExeontivs 
patronage,  606;  ontha  ftrtiflcatlon  bill,  68%  640,648; 
on  TCcelrIng  sUTery  mamoIlal^n6;  on  dapodts  with 
fli«8tatM,Tatlkm.  &«/Ml(^Tola.S;l€L 


T 

rawa  AtreAOM—iSM /ndaa).  Tola.  6,  a,  9. 

IteMOiidirayil&iiabb— Appropriation  ofl«ulsaIe%S8;  cm 
tlwreTeDa«oidlectloQUll,lll;  on  home Talnatlon,  116 ; 
onisdnetknof  dntle^llO^lSC^lSl;  on  the  romoralof' 
fbedepoalti^aOl;  mi  reoalTliigthe  Preddent'k  Proteat. 
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850;  on  the  resolntlons  eonderantng  the  President's 
Protest,  868;  on  land  to  Polish  exiles,  S(M;  rcIntlTe  to 
the  depoalta,  867 ;  relatlra  to  the  northern  boundary  of 
Ohio,  810;  on  the  pnndiaae  of  booka,  88S;  on  the  giAd 
ceiBbin,8SS;  on  Trench  rebttons,  677;  dot  apdlations, 
676;  on  printing  the  report  on  ExecntiTe  pstionsge, 
OH ;  on  the  bllt  Ibr  the  relief  of  Colonel  John  La^en^i 
fiOe ;  on  the  btU  relatlre  to  ExeeatlTe  patronage,  621; 
on  branches  of  the  mint,  631,  628;  on  grants  to  the 
corporattona  of  the  Dbtrlct  ef  Colombia,  B2S ;  on  the 
pnUlo depoalta, 6IS,  626,  633;  on  theTlrglnla  military 
land  wamnt  Mil,  685;  on  the  report  on  th«  attempted 
aaaaadutlon,  68Q ;  on  taking  np  the  ezpnnglag  resoln- 
tlon,  486;  on  the  ozpiinglng  mohitlon,  688;  on  the 
fbrUfleattott  bill,  641,  618 ;  on  receiving  sUrery  memo- 
rials, 741, 713;  on  the  admission  of  Hlchlgnn,  7S1 ; 
on  the  admission  of  Arkansas,  7D3;  rclatlTe  to  the 
Smlthsonlefcacy,  760;  on  the  land  distribution  bill,  761; 
on  the  fortification  and  revenne  bill,  765;  on  incendiary 
pnbUcatlona,  T71 ;  on  recharter  at  the  District  banks, 
771;  on  deposits  with  the  8tat«i,77S;  on  the  a4)onm- 
ment  reto^  775 ;  <m  the  anpidemaitaiy  depodt  bill, 

m. 

.&bu«;— On  the  bin  for  the  sale  of  bank  stock,  167; 
on  engrossing  the  compromise  bill,  1T5;  on  tbo  com- 
promise bill,  ISl;  on  the  rercnne  coltoctlou  bni,lDl; 
on  depoalta  in  the  United  States  Bank,  191 ;  on  the  res- 
olution respecting  the  report  relative  to  the  rcmoTol 
of  the  deposits,  207;  on  the  pension  laws,  429  ;  on  tho 
rednetlon  of  ravanno,  489 ;  on  the  United  States  Bonk, 
ttO;  en  the  leabnatfatn  of  the  deposits,  469;  on  tho 
local  tMUk  deposit  regnlatlon  bUl,519;  to  lay  on  tho 
table  a  memorial  on  slavery  In  the  District  of  Colambto, 
666. 

Toimo,  SssnzzB,  RepresentatiTe  tnm  Gonneetlont,  889 ; 
.on  Captain  Nathan  Hale.  606.  &• /a<fw,  Tida.  10, 11. 
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